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.     C  H  A  U  TA  r  Q  U  A     L  A  K  E  . 
A  TRrnrri:  Axn  A  rRoriiEcv. 

It  y  M  o  A'  i{  rs  y  o  u  to  n. 

Thou  lovely  Lake  !  spread  out  so  fair  before  vte. 

Why  should  Ihy  beauties  still  remain  unsung  f 
Is  (here  no  one  ndll  give  thy  navte  to  story  f 
Hast  thou  no  bard  to  give  thy  voice  a  tongue  f 
Stveet  is  the  viusie  of  thy  Tvaters  dashing, 

When  sunbeatns  sparkle  -ivhere  thy  icaveJris  roll ; 
And  when  the  storm  is  madly  o'er  thee  lashing, 

foires  of  music  thrill  my  weary  soul. 

Gone  are  those  old  interminable  foresla, 
Which  once  zcere  shadoii  cd  in  thy  mirror  blue  ; 
Gone  is  the  red  man,  and,  methinks  thou  sorrowest 
No  more  to  meet  him  with  his  light  canoe. 
Oft  on  thy  bosotn  hath  the  Indian  maiden 
lAstened  to  lover's  vo-ws  repeated  o'er ; 
They,  too,  are  gone,  and  thou,  with  sort  ow  laden, 
l\^ured  forth  their  rctfuiem  all  along  thy  shore. 

^fay  be  thou  look  est  on  the  change  -with  sadness, 
Constantly  working  on  thy  banks  around  ; 
lUit  leaving  fields  are  smiling  in  their  gladness, 
.  hid  life  and  verdure  everyrvhere  abound. 
Let  me  look  forivard  icith  an  eye  prophetic  ; 
I  seem  to  see  at*^Do  far  distant  day 
Lordly  old  mansions,  rich  and  aristocratic, 
Dctting  thy  shores  in  beautiful  atiay. 

Churches  rvill  rise  in  pure  old  Gothic  splendor ; 

Brightly  the  sun  rvUl gleam  on  toiver  and  dome  ; 

Their  lofty  spires  will  upward  stretch  'with  grandeur. 

Pointing  earth's  children  to  their  final  home. 

Oft,  in  the  hush  of  summer  sunset,  stealing  |) 

Over  the  surface  of  thy  glossy  breast, 

.Shall  the  rich  music  of  their  bells  come  pealing, 

.Soothing  the  sad  and  iroubled  soul  to  rest. 

I'lmbh^m  of  life  !    IIo'w  like  an  infant  sleeping 
.Seetneth  the  stillness  of  thy  calm  repose, 
.Ind,  when  the  breeze  is  gently  o'er  thee  sweeping. 
Stirring  events  of  youth  thy  -waves  disclose. 
Manhood  arrives,  anil,  icith  it,  life's  stern  battle, 
Symboled  by  stormy  elemental  strife  ; 
Winter,  7cith  chains  of  ice  and  hail's  fierce  rattle, 
A/akes  thee  an  emblem  of  the  close  of  life. 

C  liange  is  impressed  on  every  thing  around  thee. 

Yet  in  thy  beauty  thou  shall  still  remain. 

Wh  it  if  at  times  an  icy  chain  hath  bound  thee  T 

.Spt  'ng  hath  restored  thy  loveliness  again. 

Fa'  down  into  thy  still,  smooth  waters  gazing. 

He:  ven's  blue  arch  inverted  /  behold  ; 

Cpfrom  thy  depth,  light,  Jleecy  clouds  seem  raising. 

Tinged  by  the  setting  sun  with  hues  of  gold, 

I/annony,  X.  >'  August,  /S^2. 
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HISTORY 

OF 

Chautauqua  County, 

NEW  YORK 


SECTION   I .  -PREHISTORIC. 

CHAPTER  I. 

HOUNDARY,  TOPOCiRAPHV  AND  CMMATK. 

'*  What  counIrA-,  friends,  is  this?" 

—  Tiuelfth  Night. 

CHAUTAUQUA  is  the  extreme  western  county  of  New  York.  It  is 
bounded  south  by  Pennsylvania,  on  tlie  forty-second  parallel  of  north 
latitude  ;  east  by  Cattaraugus,  on  the  line  between  the  ninth  and 
tenth  ranges  of  townships  ;  northeast  by  Erie  county,  at  Cattaraugus  creek, 
and  on  a  line  extending  northwest  from  its  mouth  to  a  point  in  Lake  Erie 
in  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  Dominions  ; 
northerly  by  that  line,  which  there  extends  along  the  middle  of  Lake  Erie  ; 
west  by  Pennsylvania,  on  the  meridian  drawn  through  the  western  extremity 
of  Lake  Ontario  south  to  a  monument  erected  by  the  states  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania  in  the  forty-second  parallel  of  north  latitude.  The  west- 
ern boundary  extends  on  this  meridian  about  22  miles  in  Lak'*  Erie,  and  18 
miles,  3,493  feet  south  thereof.  Its  southern  boundary  extends  36  miles, 
473  feet;  its  eastern  37^  miles  ;  its  northeastern  boundary  along  Cattarau- 
gus creek  4  miles,  and  its  shore  line  upon  the  lake,  extends  about  40  miles. 

The  area  of  the  county,  exclusive  of  Lake  Erie,  by  these  measurements 
is  about  1,100  square  miles,  of  which  about  20  square  miles  are  included  in 
Chautauqua  lake,  600  acres  in  the  Cassadaga  lakes,  300  in  Hear  lake,  500 
in  Findley's  lake  and  1,000  acres  in  the  smaller  lakes,  ponds  and  streams. 
This  county  is  larger  than  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  greater  iu  extent 
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than  many  of  tlie  most  famous  of  tlie  ancient  states  of  Greece,  and  the 
smaller  of  the  German  states.  It  lies  at  the  portals  of  the  West,  and  is  a 
gateway  of  communication  and  traffic  with  the  East.  Although  it  forms  part 
of  an  eastern  state,  the  northern  portion  lies  in  the  basin  of  the  Great  Lakes^ 
and  the  southern  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  A  wide  belt  of  grass- 
covered  hills  extends  from  its  eastern  boundary  southwesterly  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, forming  the  watershed  which  divides  the  waters  that  flow  north  into 
Lake  ICrie  from  those  tiiat  flow  south  into  the  Mississippi.  The  steepest 
side  of  this  watershed  is  northward  tcnvards  Lake  hj'ie,  where  the  hills  fall 
away  in  a  rapid,  but  not  precipitous,  descent  to  the  lower  lands  that  border  it. 
This  side  of  the  watershed  extends  in  an  irregular  line  northeasterly  and 
soutliwesterlx-  from  three  to  six  miles  from  the  shore.  From  the  foot  of 
tliese  hills  northward  is  an  undulating  region  gradually  descending  towards 
tiie  lake,  where  it  teruiiuates  in  a  bluff  of  the  a\erage  height  of  2(3  feet 
above  the  lake. 

Lake  Erie  is  573  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  no  part  of  the  county  is  less 
than  that  height  above  the  ocean,  while  the  hills  of  the  watershed  rise  from 
1,000  to  1,200  feet  above  the  lake,  which  is  equivalent  to  1,600  or  1,800  feet 
above  the  ooean.  From  these  hills  a  fine  and  extended  view  is  atl'orded.  To 
the  north  lie  the  rich  and  cultivated  lands  that  border  the  lake,  and  broad 
jind  well  trained  vineyards  form  the  priuci})al  feature  of  the  landscape.  In 
some  })arts  tliese  \  iue\  ards  extend  from  the  shore  southward  across  the  lower 
lands,  and  nearly  up  the  northern  slope  of  the  hills.  Beyond  this  country 
of  fruit  and  vines  is  spread  the  wide  expanse  of  Lake  Erie,  so  distant  that  its 
waves  fade  from  sight,  and  it  appears  as  smooth  and  blue  as  if  painted  on 
canvas.  As  s.en  from  these  hills  in  sunnner  uotliiug  relieves  the  monoton- 
ous blue  of  tlK"  lake  but  the  long  black  lines  of  smoke  from  the  steamers, 
and  the  snow-Vv'hite  sails  of  the  lake  craft  that  thickly  sped',  its  surface,  dis- 
tance rendering  them  seemingly  as  motionless  as  painted  ships  upon  a 
])ainted  ocean,''  Heyond  the  lake,  140  miles  away,  the  "  Oueen's  dominions  " 
are  dimly  visible  from  Long  Point  to  the  historic  ruins  of  Fort  l^rie.  In 
winter  where  lies  the  lake  you  behold  only  a  dreary  waste  of  ice  stretching 
to  the  north  until  it  blends  with  the  whitened  shores  of  Canada. 

Verdant  hills  and  picturesque  valleys  constitute  the  characteristic  features 
of  the  scenery  of  Chautauqua  county.  Yet  in  winter  its  highlands  are  cov- 
ered with  snow,  drifts  lie  deeply  around  the  farmhouses,  and  bury  the  fields 
and  fences  from  view,  while  travel  is  blocked  upon  the  highways,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hills  are  for  a  while  imprisoned  by  tht  storms.  At  length 
the  bleak  as|)ect  is  changed,  abundant  sj)riugs  and  heavy  dews  keep  the 
meadows  and  pastures  green,  and  the  sultry  air  of  sunnner  is  tempered  by 
cool  bree/es  from  Lake  I{rie.  (iro\'es  of  trees,  chief  among  them  the  maple, 
are  clothed  in  spring  in  brightest  verdure,  their  shades  deepen  under  the 
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sninnier  sun,  and  finally  the  frosts  of  autumn  paint  the  woods  in  many  colors. 
Tlic  glory  of  the  American  forest  has  lon<^^  been  celebrated,  and  nowhere  docs 
it  ap;>car  in  greater  splendor  than  amoni;  the  hills  of  Chautauqua.  Nature 
seenis  to  have  spilled  her  choicest  pigments  upon  the  woods. 

I'!rc',  ill  t]ie  norlhcrn  .ualc, 
The  suniiucr  Ircsscs  of  llic  trvts  apj  gniu', 
The  woods  ofautiiniii,  all  arouutl  our  vaK', 

Have  put  their  j^lory  on. 

Tlic  mountains  that  infold, 
In  their  wide  sweep,  the  colored  landscaj»e  round, 
^>eeni  groups  lA'  iriant  kinj^s,  in  j)nrple  and  j^old. 

That  1,'uard  the  enchanted  >^n't)nnd. 

The  watershed  of  the  county  is  deeply  furrowed  into  a  series  of  wide 
vallews,  that  extend  northerh'  and  southerly  in  nearl\'  parallel  lines  across  it 
at  right  angles  with  the  shore  of  Lake  I^rie,  I>etween  these  valleys,  and 
extending  in  a  like  direction,  are  liigh  ridges,  which  the  waters  have  seamed 
and'  scored  transversely  into  chains  of  hills.  These  hilly  ranges  as  they 
extend  to  the  southeast  slightly  decrease  in  altitude,  and  terminate  quite 
abruptly  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  where  these  long  and  wide 
troughs  between  the  hills  merge  and  form  the  broad  valley  of  the  Cone- 
wango.  The  deej)  dei)ressions  that  cross  this  highland  region  have  nearly 
the  same  level,  and  but  slightly  descend  as  they  drop  to  the  southeast  into 
tlie  greater  valley  of  the  Conewango,  each  being  about  700  feet  above  Lake 
Erie.  In  each,  near  its  northern  terminus,  are  one  or  more  lakes  and  ponds. 
In  tlicse  little  lakes  all  of  the  principal  streams  of  the  comity  that  flow  south- 
ward into  the  Mississippi  have  their  origin.  The  lakes  all  lie  very  near  the 
northern  face  of  the  ridge,  so  that  a  few  rods  of  low  land  only  intervene  and 
but  little  labor  would  be  required  to  turn  their  waters  northward  into  Lake 
Erie. 

In  the  wide  valley  that  extends  along  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  .lows 
the  Conewango,  (])ronounced  by  the  Indians  Ga-no-wun-go,  meaning  in  the 
rapids,'') — the  principal  stream  of  Chautauqua  county.  It  empties  into  the 
Allegany  near  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  its  source  in  two  of  these' 
lakes,  which  lie  near  the  northern  verge  of  the  ridge  and  are  known  as  Mud 
lake  and  East  Mud  lake.  In  the  deep  and  wide  valley  in  the  central  part 
of  the  county  flows  the  Cassadaga,  called  by  the  Senecas  (  rus-da-go,  and  also 
Ze-car-ne-o-di,  meaning  "  under  the  rocks,"  according  to  one  authority.  It  is 
a  large  and  crooked  stream,  emptying  into  the  Conewango  six  miles  north  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line.  The  Cassadaga  has  its  .'Source  in  a  cluster  of  lakes, 
now  a  celebrated  summer  resort.  P^ive  or  more  of  these  little  lakes  sparkle 
near  the  northern  declivity  of  the  highlands,  the  largest  one  so  near  that  its 
waters  were  once  by  the  labor  of  a  few  men  in  1  short  time  almost  turned 
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nortlnvard  into  a  tributary  of  Ivake  Kric.  Ik-ar  creek  flows  through  anotlier 
vallev  into  the  Cassadaj^a.  Its  sonrce  is  a  pleasant  sheet  of  water  called  liear 
Lake,  which  also  lies  ver\'  near  the  northern  verii^e  of  the  rid^e. 

In  the  valley' next  west  of  the  liear  and  Cassada^a  valleys,  and  extendin^r 
ii]  the  same  direction  I'loni  the  northern  face  o»' the  ridi^e,  is  that  depression 
in  which  lies  Chautanqna  lake,  the  lart;est  body  of  water  within  the  limits 
of  the  conntv  and  one  of  the  most  beantifnl  in  the  state.     In  this  notch  cut 
so  dee|)l\'  across  llie  hills  _L;leams  its  bri*;ht  waters — a  paradox  anions  lakes. 
Toise^l  in  the  cie>t  of  the  hi,L;h]an(ls  where  the  .sky  only  is  rellecled  in  its 
ciANt.il  tle])lhs,  it  is  so  near  to  Lake  ICrie    that  wi'  expc-ct  to  see  its  waters 
]>()nr  down  the  steep  decii\  it\-  to  join  it,  and  finally  meet  the  sea  npon  the 
cold  and  bar!\n  coast  of  Labra<loi'.     Instead  of  this  we  fmd  them  rnnnin;^ 
southw aid.  and,  after  a  loni;  and  sinnons  jonrney  of  o\'er  J, 300  miles,  llowini; 
consecuti\el\'  throut;h  its  outlet  (which  niij^ht  a})])ro})riately  be  cidled  Celoron 
from  the  name  i>(  its  Inst  nax'ij^ator),  the  Cassadaj^a,  Conewan^^o,  Allei^any, 
Oliio  a-nd  Mi»is>ij)pi  rivers,  to  min<L;le  at  last  with  the  waters  of  the  (inlf  of 
Mexico.     Tile  Missis>ip}>i  seems  to  stretch  forth  an  arm  far  bex'ond  its  own 
j^reat  \allev  that  it  ma\-  recei\'e  the  p\ire  water  of  this  hi_L;'hlai.d  lake.  The 
cool  dews  t>f  this  ele\ate(l  re;;ion,  the  pure  air  and  <;entle  winds  bearinj^;- 
health  and  streUL^th  upon  their  healing;'  wim^s,  condvine  with  the  j^reat  beaut)- 
of  the  lakes  to  brin_t;-  thousands  annnall)'  to  its  shores  in  search  of  rest, 
instruction  and  pleasure. 

The  hills  that  rise  to  the  westward  of  the  valle\'  in  which  Chantautpia 
lies  div  ide  the  waters  l]owin_n  into  this  lake  from  those  that  run  into  the 
r.ro];c!i-!^traw  .ind  I-rench  creeks.  These  ai'e  important  tributaries  of  the 
Alle^auN .  I-'indleN  \s  lak(.-,  the  s(.-eond  lake  in  size  in  the  county,  lies  farther 
froui  the  nt)rthern  face  of  the  rid^e  than  the  others,  and  dischari^es  its  waters 
into  a  tributarx'  of  Ih-euch  creek.  Two  islands  <;race  this  lake,  and,  like  the 
oth.ers,  it  is  tilled  with  |)ure  waters,  and  surrounded  b\'  pleasant  shores. 

The  streams  in  the  northern  ])art  of  the  count)'  are  j^enerall)-  shorter  and 
have  k>s  \  (»lume  than  th<jse  in  the  southern  |)art.  The\'  rise  amonj;  the  hills 
that  forni  the  ridi^e,  nni  northwardly,  and  em]n\'  into  Lake  ICrie.  hdowiniL;'  into 
the  lake  frv>m  the  end  of  each  of  the  principal  \-alle\  s  that  b'secl  tlie  rid^^e  is 
a  corres}>ondin,!-  strea.m.  These  are  the  larn^est  watercourses  north  of  the 
rid^e,  and  each  usuall\-  has  a  fork,  or  two  branches,  tluit  llow  froni  opjxjsite 
sides  of  the  northern  termination  of  the  VLillc)'  it  represents.  Twent\-nnle 
creek,  for  instance,  has  its  source  in  the  \'alley  in  which  lies  lMn<lle)  \s  lake. 
Cliautau([aa  and  Little  Chautau(iua  creeks  flow  from  oi)posite  sides  of  the 
valley  in  which  Chautau(pui  lake  is  situated,  unite  above  Westfield,  and 
northward  in  the  course  of  the  vallev  of  Hear  lake.     The  east  and  west 
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brandies  of  tlic  Caiiadaway  flow  from  opposite  sides  of  the  Cassada^a  valley, 
and  nnite  above  Laona.  Walnut  and  iSilver  creeks,  called  by  the  Indians 
Ga-a-nnn-da-ta,  a  mountain  levelled  down,''  have  their  sources  in  op- 
posite sides  of  the  Conewani^o  valley,  and  unite  at  JSilver  Creek.  Cattaraui^us 
creek  (Cattarani^ns  formerly  pronomiced  (ia-(ki-_i,^es-<^a-,i;o,  and  also  (la-hun- 
da,  from  which  (Vowancka  is  evidently  derived,  and  ineaniniL;-  ''fetid  banks" 
or  '' stinkin:^^  \vaters,")  Hows  alon.if  the  northern  l)(>rder,  and  is  much 
the  largest  of  the  streams  that  em])ty  into  Lake  ICrie.  It  is  also  the 
](jn_<;est  watercourse  of  the  county,  bcini;-  o\er  fift\'  miles  in  lem^th.  Xo 
other  stream  in  the  county  llows  into  Lake  hh  ie  from  beyond  the  highlands 
forminj:;  the  watersV.cd.  The  Cattarau,L;iis  rises  in  CattarauL^us  county,  fol- 
lows a  deep  de]~)rtssion  amom^  the  hills,  and  i)asses  l)e\ond  the  rid^i^e  into 
Lake  Ivrie.  At  (rowanda,  thirteen  miles  from  Lake  Ivrie,  it  is  but  four  miles 
east  of  the  heatbvaters  of  the  Conewan<;f),  and  yet,  according;  to  the  railroad 
survey,  its  waters  are  six  hundred  ieet  below  the  headwaters  of  that  stream, 
and  but  two  hundred  feet  above  Lake  Erie. 

The  streams  that  flow  northward  from  the  hi<^hlands  have  worn  deep 
channels  in  the  soft  Porta<^e  shales  that  form  the  northern  face  of  the  ridi^e. 
The  east  bank  of  the  Canadaway,  near  the  western  l)oundar\'  of  Arkwrij^ht, 
flows  through  a  deep  and  wide  chasm,  wdiere  its  waters  have  cut  a  still  deeper 
but  narrow  channel.  Here,  where  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  more  than  three 
hundred  feet  lower  than  the  bank,  on  either  side  concealed  beneath  the  dense 
foliage  of  the  trees  that  fdl  the  wide  gorge  and  overhang  its  frowning  sides, 
are  several  fine  cascades.  I>ut  few,  even  of  those  living  near,  have  visited 
this  beautiful  glen,  and  some  who  ha\e  lived  long  in  its  ])opulatcd  vicinity 
do  not  e\'en  know  that  such  wild  waterfalls  exist  so  near  them.  Hemlocks 
grow  in  profusion  in  and  along  the  basin  of  this  stream,  and  along  all  of  its 
upper  waters.  From  this  the  stream  derives  its  Indian  name  (ki-na-da-wa-ow, 
running  through  the  hemlocks."  '  The  waterfalls,  deep  gorges  and  wild 
scenery  of  the  East  Branch  of  the  Canadaway  are  characteristic  of  all  the 
streams  that  flow  through  the  soft  shales  of  the  Portage  formation.  Chau- 
tauqua and  Twenty-mile  creeks  are  especially  interesting  in  this  respect. 
From  the  side  of  the  canon  in  which  flows  the  Chautau(iua,  and  not  far  from 
the  main  Inghway  between  Mayville  and  Westfield,  a  s])ur  of  shaly  rock  pro- 
jects at  right  angles  for  man}'  rods  into  the  gorge,  and  slopes  gradually  fn>m 
a  great  height  at  the  brink  of  the  canon  to  the  level  of  the  stream.  The 
sides  of  this  ridge  are  very  steep,  and  the  t«jp  is  very  narrow,  not  wider  than 
a  foot])ath,  and  is  used  as  such  to  descend  into  the  gorge.  A  similar  ridge 
occurs  near  one  of  the  ])rinci])al  falls  of  the  Canandaway,  and  a  number  of 
others,  known  as  "  hog's  backs,"  occur  near  several  other  streams  llowing 
through  the  Portage  rock. 

*H.  L.  Morj;aii.  in  "  League  of  the  Iroquois." 
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The  topoj^rapliy  of  the  cou?ity  is  such,  that,  notwithstanding  its  limited 
extent,  it  can  be  said  to  have  ^ three  quite  different  climates.  The  narrow 
strip  of  territory,  in  width  from  three  to  five  miles,  borderinj^  on  Lake  Erie, 
has  the  lowest  elevation  of  the  Qonnty.  Lake  Erie  is  573  feet  above  tide- 
water. This  belt  of  land,  from  a  level  of  about  twenty  feet  above  Lake  Erie, 
oradnally  rises  to  the  southward,  until  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  it  is  about  250 
feet  alx)ve  the  lake.  Althou<;h  this  porti()n  of  the  county  is  subject  to  the 
rii^oroiis  winters  common  to  its  latitude,  its  climate  is  much  milder  that  that 
of  the  (tiller  parts  of  the  count)'.  Its  lower  altitude  and  its  proximity  to  the 
water>  of  the  lake  ])»>,stpone  the  cold  of  winter,  and  its  humid  atmosi)here 
])rotecls  a.^ainst  the  frosts  of  s])rini^-.  It  is  however  subject  to  more  se\-ere 
drouths  than  the  other  parts  of  the  county.  The  innuence  of  the  lake 
extends,  not  only  o\-L'r  this  narrow  border  of  land,  but  over  the  northern 
slope  of  the  hills.  All  this  })ortion  of  the  count)'  is  weP.  adapted  to  the  pro- 
duction 0}  cereals  and  fruits,  especiall)'  the  ^^rajie. 

The  dee]>  wide  \  alle)  S  mentioned  above,  that  extend  at  a  much  hij^her 
le\'el  throui^h  the  U|>iMnds  from  the  southern  l)order  of  the  county  to  the 
northern  face  of  the  ridL^e,  ha\'e  a  severer  climate.  Cassadaj^a  lake,  accordin^^;- 
to  the  sur\  e)-  of  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany  Walley  «S:  Pittsbur*^-  railroad,  is  732 
feet  abo\'e  I^mIkc  ICrie,  and  1,305  feet  above  mean  tidewater  at  Jerse)'  Cit)'. 
Chautau(iua  lake,  according;  to  the  sur\'e)'  of  the  Ihiflalo  ^  vSouthwestern  * 
railroad,  is  1.297  abo\-e  the  ocean,  724  feet  aljove  J/^ke  ]\ric,  and  8  feet 
l)e]ow  the  level  of  Cassadai^a  lake.  At  the  crossing;  of  these  two  railroads  at 
I'alcouer,  howe\'er,  the  former  road,  accordin;^'  to  its  survc)',  is  two  feet  hij^her 
than  the  allilude  i^ixen  in  the  sur\e)-  of  the  latter  road.  Where  the  I'ulfalo 
♦S:  SoMili\wstci-n  lailioad  ciosses  the  count)'  line  near  the  northeast  C(jrner  of 
tile  tow  u  of  Cherr)-  Cix  ek  in  the  Conewan^^o  \'alley  the  railroad  is  715  feet 
ab(»\e  Lake  I'h'ie.  T]ies'.-  data  indicate  that  the  northern  terminations  of 
these  tliiee  plincipal  \'alle\s  are  within  a  \'er\'  few  feet  of  the  same  lex'el. 
There  i^  liule  doubt  tlKit  had  we  like  data  respecting;-  iJ.'ar  lake  and  the 
nortn.ern  termination  of  that  valle)'  we  woidd  also  find  them  at  the  same 
lex'el.  The>e  willcN  s  coju'er^^e  and  become  one  in  the  southeastern  ])art  of 
the  county.  Tlieir  slii^ht  descent' as  they  extend  southward  appears  by  the 
measurements  of  altitudes  taken  from  the  surveys  of  the  railroads  traversing- 
them.  The  altitude  of  tlie  IhifTalo  *S:  vSouthwestern  railroad  where  it  crosses 
the  town  line  between  Cherry  Creek  and  Ellington  is  717  feet  above  Lake 
ICrie  ;  at  Kenned)-  station  6SS  feet  ;  at  the  crossing  at  h^'alconer  687  feet. 
The  track  of  the  I  )unkirk,  Allegaiu'  \'alle\'  »S:  Pittsburg  railroad  at  Cassa- 
dai;a  is  73')  teet  al)ove  L;d<e  Ivrie,  and  4  feet  higher  than  Cassadaga  lake. 
At  Mooii^.,  in  Ste.ckt(»n,  it  is  730  feet  above  Lr.ke  hj-ic  ;  at  (k-rry  722;  at 
Ross's  in  ICilicntt,  689,  I'rew.sburg  ^88,  I'V-ntonville,  at  the  state  line, 

^>7<>  leel.     It  thus  a]>]»ears  that  the  valle)'  descends  only  (V)  feet  from  Cassa- 
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da.i^a  to  the  state  line — nearly  30  miles.  The  princijKil  of  tlie  smaller  val- 
leys that  extend  alonjj^  the  main  branch  of  the  Cassada.i;a  and  Conewani^o 
have  a  little  greater  elevation.  The  railroad  station  at  Jamestown,  at  the 
entrance  to  the  valley  of  Chautauqua  lake,  is  737  feet  above  Lake  Erie. 
vSinclairville  station,  in  the  valley  of  Mill  creek,  is  757  feet  a])ove  the  lake. 
In  consequence  of  the  greater  elewation  of  these  principal  walleys  a  severer 
climate  prevails  than  along  Lake  I{rie — the  s})ring  is  longer  delayed,  winter 
comes  earlier,  and  the  snows  lie  deeper.  I'roni  these  and  other  causes  the  chief 
j^roducts  of  the  soil  are  different.  iM'uit  and  grain  are  not  so  profitably  raised  ; 
stock  raising  and  dairying  occu])y  the  attention  of  t'le  farmer.  "  On  the  hills 
that  rise  500  or  600  feet  above  these  valleys,  and  occupy  the  greater  area  of 
the  county,  a  much  more  rigorous  climate  ])revails.  The  snow  falls  sh'll 
deeper  in  the  winter,  and  is  piled  into  drifts  b\-  the  winds,  blocking  the  roads 
from  travel.  vSometimes  in  spring,  when  tlie  grass  is  green  and  the  early 
fruit  trees  are  blossoming  in  the  country  along  the  lake,  the  hills  of  Ark- 
wriglit  are  white  with  snow.  The  apple  is  there  the  most  profitable  fruit, 
and  dairying  and  grazing  tlie  most  successful  occui)ation. 


CHAPTER  n. 

GICDLOCV. — TIIK  GLACIAL  I'llRIOI). 

"  Wlicn  ( f()<l  saiil 
'  I'.o  j^nllicrt<l  now,  yc  wiiters  un<U  r  ilcvvcn, 
Into  one  ])Lace,  and  let  dry  land  a]i])ear.'  " 

Tllll  topographical  features  of  the  county,  which  we  have  described,  arc 
the  result  of  causes  and  forces  operating  far  back  in  the  i)ast.  We 
must  look  to  geology  for  an  explanation  of  their  exisicnce.  All  geolo- 
gists agree  that  the  first  dry  land  that  appeared  above  the  shallow  ocean  that 
once  covered  this  continent,  was  a  long,  narrow  area,  composed  ])rincipally  of 
granite  and  other  crystalline  rocks,  extending  from  the  coast  of  Lal)rador  in 
a  southwesterly  direction,  north  of,  and  |)arallel  to,  what  are  now  the  vSt.  Law- 
rence river  and  the  two  lower  of  the  great  lakes.  At  this  ])oint  this  belt  of  a 
continent,  abruptly  turning,  extended  in.  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the 
Arctic  ocean.  It  included  within  its  area  nearly  all  of  Cnnada,  and  is  called 
Laurentian  Continent.  Scattered  here  and  there  in  tliis  ancient  ocean  were  a 
few  rocky  islands.  In  Minnesota  was  an  isolated  and  limited  area  of  dry 
land.  The  Iron  mountains  of  Missouri,  the  Black  -hills  of  Dakota,  the  Lar- 
amie range  in  Nebraska,  and  the  Ozark  mountains  in  Missouri  had  emerged 
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from  tliis  ocean,  fon!ii!i,i.'^  islands.  The  Adirondack  rcj^ion,  in  Xew  York, 
formed  eitlier  an  island,  or  a  peninsular  appenda.i^e  of  this  Canadian  conti- 
nent. All  the  rest  of  Xorth  America,  including  the  county  of  Chautauqua, 
and  the  outh-iuL;  A11c,l; ;ian)-  mountains,  and  the  loftiest  peaks  of  the  Rockies, 
was  then  co\-ered  b\'  a  \ast  sea.  This  period  is  called  Archean  Time.  Some 
f  >ssils.  represent in^'  the  lowest  and  earliest  fornrs  of  life,  fainth'  appear  in  the 
metam<jr]>hic  r(»ei-:s  ui  tliis  ea.rl\'  continent. 

The  C(>ntinent  rose  out  of  this  ancient  sea  slowly  durini>-  lonj^-  stretches  of 
time.  Its  ])oundaries  coutinu.ed  to  extend  further  and  further  westward  and 
southward,  until  the  whole  area,  as  it  now  appears,  had  emeri^ed  from  the 
ocean.  Tlie  fir>t  addition  to  this  incipient  continent  by  the  risinj^-  of  the  land 
and  tile  recession  o!  the  sea,  was  a  narrow  stri[)  of  territory  extending;  in  an 
eastt*rl\-  and  westerly  direction  alont;'  the  south  and  western  Ijorder  of  the 
azoic  rocks  of  the  Adirondacks.  The  rocks  of  this  rej^ion  are  the  Potsdam 
.sandstone,  and  belon^^  to  the  I^nmoidal  or  Cambrian  ])eriod,  and  contain  fos- 
sils of  extrenu-l)-  low  fornrs  of  life.  vSouth  of  the  Potsdam  saiulstone,  and 
extendim^  nearly  east  and  west  over  the  len<^th  of  the  northern  half  of  Xew 
York  in  lon^i;-  and  narrow  strips  in  re<;ular  order,  lie  rocks  of  the  succeedin*^ 
periods,  which  make  up  that  lon*^-  era  known  in  geoloj^y  as  the  Silurian  Aj^e- 
or  Aj^e  ofMollusks,  in  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  trilobite  and  a  few 
other  articulates,  ]>ut  little  ainhnal  life  existed  hi«;her  than  shell  fish.  The 
periods  re|>re>ented  by  these  rocks  in  the  state  of  X'ew  York  are  successively 
known  as  the  Trenton,  Xiai^ara,  Salina,  Lower  Helderburjj^,  and  Oriskany 
periods.  These  rocks  were  formed  in  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  durin<2:  Ion*; 
]>eriods  (jf  time,  b\-  the  de]V)sitions  of  rivers  and  other  a<;encies,  and,  as  the 
deposits  Were  elevated  above  the  water,  the  rocks  came  to  con.stitute  the 
surface  in  the  lei^nlar  ordei'  they  were  formed  beneath  the  sea. 

In  like  maimer  wc-re  formed  the  rocks  of  the  succeeding'  ai^e  or  j^rand 
d!\-ision  of  ^eolo-ical  time,  known  as  the  I)e\-ouiau  At^e  or  A.i;e  of  Phshes, 
which  commenced*  with  the  Corniferous  period,  that  extends  from  the  Iiu<l- 
son  to  the  \  icinit\-  of  Ihifialo.  vSontli  of  the  cornfferous  rocks  lie  in  a  lou^' 
and  nai!ow  >tr:p  the  r(»eks  of  the  Hamilton  ]»eriod.  Xext  succeeded  the 
rocks  ol  L'K-  Ci!emni\^  i-eriod,  wliicii  extend  in  a  w'vlv  ])and  over  th.e  southern 
portion  of  Xew  Y(»rk. 

As  the  locks  tliat  uudeilie  t]i:>  count\-  belon<4-  to  the  Chemun.i;-  f  trmation, 
a  bi  iel  account  is  i^i\  en  of  their  orii^in  and  ^n-owth,  the  ch;iracter  of  the  shells 
and  lossil  se.iweed^  fjimd  in  them,  the  naud-cracks  that  appear  to  luwe  Ijeen 
I'Kide  by  a  her\-  sii'.i  shinin,':;  uj>on  clay  shores  and  the  ])ottom  of  shallow  seas 
at  e!)l)-t!de,  iIk-  o'>li(j;U-  and  irrei.;u:ar  lamiuiation  of  the>(_*  rocks,  the  ri})]^le 
marks,  made  in  wh:it  \\xre  then  shifting-  sands,  and  are  now  enfUiriin^'  rocks, 
relate  t'le  ci: cum-'.ances  o!"  their  creation.  The\"  inform  us  that  the  connty 
dinr.iL;  111'-  CiiemnnL;  'period  was  u>\ially  co\-ered  b\-  a  shall<)w  sea  o\  muddy 
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waters  spread  over  <;reat  sandy  flats  and  salt  meadows  s\ve]^t  \va\es  arid 
tidal  currents.  The  character  ot  some  of  the  rocks  indicate  that  at  times 
the  submeri^'f-nce  was  greater,  and  that  they  were  formed  in  deeper  seas. 
The  great  thickness  of  the  rocks  of  this  formation  in  this  county  shows  tliat 
duriniL;-  their  .iL,a-owlh  there  was  a  <;rcat  subsidence  of  the  laud.  The  Che- 
mmiv^"  p.eriod  is  made  up  of  two  ej)ochs  :  'j^he  Portage  and  the  Chemung-. 
The  rocks  of  the  Porta;L^e  are  tlic  oldest,  and  lie  l)eneath  those  of  the  Clie- 
munq-.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  coinit)'.  the  Porta;^e  rocks  extend  south 
from  Lake  ICrie  to  the  rid^e  or  w:  tershed  that  di\  ides  the  w. iters  that  are 
discharj^H'd  into  I^ake  ICrie  from  those  that  flow  into  the  Allej^any  river,  and 
up  the  northern  face  of  the  ridiL;e  to  an  rdtitude  of  about  S^')  jcct  above  Lake 
Eric,  or  1,400  feet  al)ovc  the- tide.  In  tliis  part  of  the  county  these  rocks  lie 
just  beneath  the  drift,  or  loose  !:^ravel  and  sand  that  everywhere  in  western  New 
York  covers  the  surface  of  the  earth.  These  rocks  of  the  Portaj^e  group  are 
best  seen  along  Lake  P.ric,  where  they  compose  the  high  per]x^ndicular  blufls 
that  frown  along  its  shores,  rising  in  some  places  to  a  height  of  one  hundred 
feet.  x\long  the  beds  and  sides  of  the  channel  worn  by  the  Canadaway  creek 
through  the  hills  of  Arkwright,  and  from  there  to  Lake  Krie,  the  Portage 
rocks  may  be  seen  to  great  advantage,  particularly  at  the  falls  of  the  Cana- 
dawry,  and  those  of  its  west  branch.  Along  the  banks  and  beds  of  Sih  er 
and  Walnut  creeks,  and  along  Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua,  and  Little  Chau- 
tauqua and  Twenty-mile  creeks,  and  at  various  places  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  county,  where  smaller  streams  have  removed  the  drift  from  the  surface 
and  exposed  the  underlying  rocks,  the  rocks  are  well  displayed.  At  Wheel- 
er's gulf  in  Pomfret,  where  in  the  construction  of  the  Dunkirk,  Warren  «S: 
Pittsburg  railroad  exxavations  have  l)een  made  in  the  upj^er  strata  of  these 
rocks,  the  line  can  be  seen  where  they  gradually  merge  into  the  overlying 
rocks  of  the  Chemung  group.  The  Portage  kn  niation  in  this  county  has  a 
thickness  of  perhaps  1,400  feet.  Put  few  fossils  are  f<jund  excej)t  fucoids  or 
seaweeds.  It  contains  however  some  crinoid^^,  brachiojxxls,  lamelli  branches, 
bellerophous  and  gonitates.  The  poteniocrinus  occurs  in  great  numbers,  but 
broken  into  fragments,  at  a  place  on  the  shore  of  Lake  ICrie  in  Portland. 

Above  the  Portage  formation  He  the  rocks  of  the  Chemung  epoch,  which 
extend  from  the  nortliern  face  of  the  ridge  south  througii  tiie  comity,  with 
generally  nothing  but  drift  covering  them.  They  are  exposed  to  \  iew  along 
the  streams  and  in  the  ravines  of  the  south  part  of  the  c  )unty,  and  are  best 
seen  alor.g  the  up])er "waters  of  Chautauqua  and  Little  Chautauijua  creeks, 
the  outlet  {^f  Chautautjua  lake  at  Dexterville,' a  j)art  of  Twenty-mile  creek, 
and  at  points  along  Cassadaga  and  Cr>newango  creeks,  and  along  the  banks 
of  their  tributaries.  They  are  le.ss  than  1,500  feet  in  thickness,  and  are  com- 
posed of  sandstones  and  coarse  shales  with  rip})lc  marks,  obli(juo  lamination 
and  shrinkage  cracks,  denoting  the  deposits  to  have  been  made  in  shallow 


26 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


water.  There  are  many  fossils  in  the  rocks  of  tlie  Cheniun<jf  epoch  :  avicnUe, 
bracliiopods  in  o;reat  numbers,  includini^  tlie  broad-\vin«^ed  spirifers,  and  some 
producti  ;  a  hu^^c  <;onitate,  four  or  five  inclies  in  diameter,  and  sometimes  a 
trilobite,  and,  rarely,  a  tootli  of  a  fish.  Of  the  multitude  of  species  peopling 
the  waters  in  tlie  Porta.L;-e  and  Chemun^j;-  periods  none  have  survived  in  the 
form  in  which  they  then  existed. 

The  Panan.ia  and  Salamanca  con<.domerates  and  underlyini^  sandstones 
here  compose  tlie  upper  strata  of  the  ChemuniL^  «;Toup,  and  are  the  last  formed 
of  our  stratified  rocks.  They  were  a  shore  formation,  and  are  composed  of 
masses  of  pelibies,  fine  i^ravel  and  sand,  accumulated  in  the  Devonian  A<^-e  in 
<;reat  beds  and  irrei^nlar  heaps  on  the  northern  sliore  of  the  vast  Paleozoic 
ocean  that  extended  indefmitel)'  southward,  and  for  time  inconceivalde 
hea\e(l  its  billo\v>  there.  The  gravel  and  pebbles  were  brought  to  this  ocean 
by  rivers  and  ^treains,  washed  shoreward  by  the  surf  and  tide,  and  then  sea- 
ward by  the  refluent  waves,  ])roducing  the  collection  and  arrangement  that 
make  up  the  Panauni  conglomerate.  It  here  ]>robal)l\'  constituted  the  last 
contrii)ution  ukmIc  bv  the  sea  to  the  continent  of  North  America  before  it 
became  dry  land.  Time  cemented  the  pebl)les,  gravel  and  sand  into  a  hard 
and  solid  mass.  Tlie  great  openings  that  now  a})])ear  in  these  rocks,  di\-id- 
ing  tiiem  into  blocks  as  at  I^anama  and  Rock  City,  are  not  the  result  of 
U])hea\  als,  but  are  solely  the  (piiet  work  of  frost  and  ice,  aided  by  the  weight 
of  the  r(M."ks  ;  a  silent  process,  still  imperceptibly  going  on,  during  that 
almost  immea.surable  ])eriod  that  h.as  elapsed  since  the  Devonian  Age,  slowly 
o]Kning  and  widening  thoe  fissuies  into  |»assages  that  have  come  to  resemble 
the  strcL-t.s  a!i(l  avenues  of  a  city. 

During  the  great  stretcli  of  time  that  followed  the  Chemung  period  the 
cc>ntiueut  continued  to  rise  and  graduall\-  extend  its  limits  west  and  South, 
until  its  boundaries  l)ecame  as  at  present.  The  Catskill  period  came  after 
the  Chemung,  and  cloved  the  De\'onian  Age  and  Pale«)/.oic  Time.  Then  fol- 
lowed amazing  sweeps  oi  time,  known  as  the  Carboniferous  or  Coal-pnxlucing 
Age,  tlie  Age  of  Rei»t!le<,  and  the  Age  of  Mammals,  called  also  Mesozoic  and 
Ceiio/oic  Time,  during  which  Chautaii/pia  county  remained  sub.^tan.tially 
al)(»ve  the  vea,  although  perhaps  iit  times  submerged.  What  vegetable 
growths  and  living  creatures  existed  upon  its  surface  during  the  millions  of 
years  included  in  these  vast  eras  of  time  down  to  the  Ouaternary  or  Age  of 
Man,  we  luwe  no  e\  ideuce.  The\-  have  i)een  swept  away  by  water  and  ice. 
Vet  th.ere  existed  upon  this  continent  succeeding  species  of  animal  and  vege- 
ta])le  existence,  farming  a  regular  s\  stem  of  progress  from  the  lower  to  the 
lii.L^lier,  commencing  with  the  simplest  sea-plant  and  coral  to  end  with  man. 
]  I<»we\-er  fev,"  if  any  furnrs  of  life  existed  that  are  represeiUed  b)'  living  species. 

During  i!ie  ages  in  which  the  Portage  and  Chemung  rocks  were  foiined, 
and  prior  to  ilie  Ouarternary  Age,  Lake  Erie  was  excavated  by  ice  during 
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recurring  periods  of  intense  cold.  There  is  liule  douln  tliat  tb.is  re,i;ion  then 
nnderwent  important  and  extensive  chan<;es.  (.)\vin«j^  to  tlie  constant  oscilla- 
tions of  this  continei't,  more  restless  and  inconstant  than  tlie  sea,  the  drain- 
a<(e  of  the  basin  of  the  j^^reat  lakes  (ahvays  an  extensive  re,i^^ion  of  waters) 
lias  been  transferred  in  re<;nlar  process  from  the  west  to  the  east— from  the 
Mississipj-)i  oradnally  to  the  Hndson,  and  then  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  All  the 
northern  states,  by  reason  of  this  risin«;'  and  sinkin^^  of  the  land,  ha\  e  been 
scored  and  fnrrowed  with  new  and  ext(.'nsive  lines  of  drainage.  I\ic^s  bronj^dit 
to  li,!4'ht  by  the  coast  snr\-ey  and  the  recent  iiu'estij^ations  of  _i;eolooists  prove 
(it  is  belie\-ed)  that  a  pre<;lacial  river  extended  from  the  south  end  of  Lake 
Huron,  before  Lake  Erie  was  formed,  occui)yinj^  a  channel  now  buried, 
extendinjj^  throui^di  Ontario  to  Lake  Erie,  curvin;^  around  Lon_:^  Point,  and 
followinj:^;  the  valley  of  Crrand  river  in  a  buried  channel  northerly  lo  the  west 
end  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  evidences  left  by  the  Ouaternar\'  A<;e  are  con- 
.spicuous  and  abundant.  This  period  is  divided  into  three  epochs :  the 
Glacial  or  Drift,  the  Champlain  epoch,  and  the  recent  and  last  epocli  which 
brinies  us  down  to  historical  time, 

Tlie  extensive  area  (coni])risin_i;-  4,000  square  niilo)  includim;  most  ()( 
Chautau(jua,  Cattarauj^us,  and  a  ]\irt  of  Alle<^any  counties  in  Xew  Vcrk,  and 
the  j^reater  ]K)rtions  of  Warren,  McKean,  and  a  i)art  ot  Polter  counties  in 
Pennsylvania,  is  called  by  Prof.  Carrl  and  other  ;^eoloc;ists,  the  Chautau(|ua 
Pasin.  It  is  comj)osed  of  lon*^'-,  irre,!^idar  valiex  s,  havin,!^'  cro»>ked  and  olten 
ra<;<L,^ed  branches,  se])arated  by  irrei^ular  ran!L,a-s  of  hills.  This  basin  lies  south 
of  the  summit  of  the  before  mentioned  ridj^^',  at  an  avei-a..',e  altitude  a]);>ve  Lake 
Erie  of  seven  or  eij^dit  hundred  feet,  the  hills  that  bound  jt  often  risini;  from 
five  hundred  to  one  thousand  feet  higher.  The  Chautauqua  P.asin,  since  the 
first  of  the  Quaternary  A.t^^e  has  been  covered  with  j^^reat  beds  of  northern 
drift,  which  is  deep  even  on  the  hills,  but  lies  deepest  in  the  valleys.  IV^fore 
the  (glaciers  came  to  widen  and  partially  fill  the  valle\'s,  to  carve  the  hills 
into  their  present  j^^raceful  forms,  the  landscape  had  bolder  outlines,  the  hills 
were  hi<^her  and  more  ru.i^iL^ed,  the  valleys  were  deep  chasms  walled  by  steep 
and  rocky  sides.  The  rej^ion  is  now  drained  by  the  Uj^per  Allegany,  and  the 
Conewan<;o,  and  their  tributaries,  and  the  outer  ed.^e  of  the  basin  is  identical 
with  the  hii^diest  line  of  the  hii^hlands  where  '.hese  streams  have  their  sources. 
The  waters  flow  southward  and  converge  into  one  outU-t — the  Alle,i;any. 
That  river  at  Thompson's  Gap,  six  miles  below  Irvinton,  passes  throui^h  a 
narrow  chasm  or  notch  cut  deeply  throu(^h  the  southwestern  rim  of  the  l)asin. 
Accordin,c^  to  Prof.  Carrl,  an  able  <;eolot;ist  of  Pennsylvania,  if  a  dam  two 
liundrcd  feet  liij^h  should  be  built  across  the  Alle*;any  river  at  this  narrow 
defile,  it  would  cause  the  waters  of  these  streams  to  flow  back  and  Hood  all 
this  valley  re.^ion.  The  waters  would  rise  thirty-one  feet  above  the  surface 
of  Chautauqua,  twenty-five  feet  higlier  than  Cassadaga  lake,  and  would  be 
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forced  to  flow  north  tlironj^li  a  notch  in  tlie  nortliern  rim  of  the  Chautanqna 
basin  at  Cassada.!Lj\i  lake  into  the  channel  of  the  Canadaway  and  Lake  Erie. 
Measnrenieiits  made  in  railroad  surveys,  borin<^s  for  oil,  careful  comparison 
of  altitudes  of  the  hills  and  the  depth  of  the  nortliern  drift,  afford  satisfactory 
evidence  that  before  the  glaciers  invaded  this  basin  its  waters  were  for  a^ji^es 
dischari^ed  northward.  As  we  follow  up  the  Conewani^o  from  Warren,  and 
the  Cassad.aj^a  to  the  headwaters  of  tlie  Canadaway,  and  then  go  down  the 
latter  stream,  the  rocky  floor  ])eneath  tlie  drift  and  alluvium  of  the  valley 
will  be  found  lying  deeper  and  deeper  as  we  })roceed  northward.  The  coast 
sur\-ey  of  Lake  Erie  reveals  the  fact  that  soundings  extending  across  the  lake 
in  a  direction  corresponding  with  the  course  of  the  Canadaway  stream  are 
deeper  than  the  adjacent  ])arts  of  the  lake,  indicating  that  the  Cana<laway 
formerly  continued  its  course  northward  to  the  before  mentioned  ancient 
riverbed.  These  facts  indicate  that  if  the  debris  of  this  valley  should  be 
removed,  and  the  hard  rock  that  forms  its  floor  be  exposed,  we  shov.ld  dis- 
cover a  deep  canon  extending  from  Warren  northward  in  almost  a  direct  line 
to  Lake  Erie  at  Dunkirk  ;  thence  northerly  to  the  buried  channel  of  the 
ancient  river  of  Lake  Erie.  Its  rocky  bottom  would  be  seen  to  have  a  very 
regular  slope  or  descent  to  the  north,  as  if  it  were  worn  by  water  running  in 
that  direction  into  Lake  Erie  with  walls  of  precipitous  rocky  sides  forming 
a  chasm  in  some  places  nearl\'  one  thousand  feet  deep.  The  deep  gorge  of 
the  Canadawa)',  which  seems  to  ha\'e  its  upper  or  south  termination  at  Laona 
and  Shunda,  actuall  /  extends  far  beneath  and  soutli  of  the  waters  of  the 
Cassadaga  lake,  and  the  lake  lies  in  a  little  ca\'ity  sunk  in  the  surface  of  an 
inaniense  dej^osit  of  northern  drift  now  filling  this  ancient  gorge.  It  further 
a])])ears  from  like  data  (the  de])th  of  oil  wells  sunk  along  the  Allegan)'  in  Cat- 
taraugus ;ind  McKean  counties,  the  form  of  the  hills,  and  the  direction  of  the 
\-alle\  s)  thai  the  water>  of  the  upper  Allegany  and  its  tril)ntaries,  instead  of 
flowing  as  the)-  now  cK)  b)-  wa)-  of  Kinzua  and  Warren  southward,  \\-ere 
foriui.'r'I)-  deilected  westward  at  J^teamburg,  and  discharged  into  this  ancient 
ri\-er  of  the  C:is>adaga  at  or  near  h'alconer.  bh'ank  Le\'erett,  assistant  I'nited 
v*^lates  geologist,  \\  h»>  ha>  carefull)'  examined  the  drift  regions  of  (.)hio  and 
norihwesiern  I V-nns)  l\-ania,  and  in  1S93  surve)-ed  the  territory  included  in 
Cha'at;iu<i\;a  count)-,  regards  the  ex  ideuce  as  decisi\-e  that  the  l'])})er  Allegan)-, 
Coiiewango,  r>r» »ken-Strviw  iv.](]  much  of  the  ()il  creek  an.d  h'rench  creek  ter- 
ritories (li>c]i;irged  their  waters  in  ] •re-glacial  times  into  Lake  Erie.  His 
ol>s<'r\-at  ions  tlii'ow  -oine  doul>t,  howe\-er,  upon  tlie  conclu.sion  that  the  princi- 
]^al  ilniiuage  of  tlie  Chautaucpia  Jiasin  was  through  the  ])re-glacial  river  of 
iIk-  Ca>.-H\(higa,  a.iid  suggests  that  it  ma)-  have  occurred  through  a  l)uried  chan- 
nel in  the  wider  x-allex  of  tlie  C<»newango,  and  beneath  the  bed  of  the  Cat- 
ta^a.ngU'^,  where  there  aae  signs  of  a  lower  rock)'  floor  and  of  a  deeper  chan- 
nel extending  into  the  area  now  occti])ied  b)'  Lake  lu'ie  than  b)-  the  wa)-  o( 
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tlie  Caiiadaway.  In  that  case  the  ancient  Cassa(la.:;a  and  U])per  Allegan)-  may 
have  ]>een  trilMitaries  of  this  Conewanj^o  and  Cattaran.^ns  llo\vin<^-  ri\  er. 

Like  otlior  waters  of  tlie  Chantancjua  1)asin  the  waters  of  CliauUnnjiia  lake 
it  is  ])e]ieved  went  once  in  a  channel  which  extends  nnder  thedrilt  from  the 
f«  )ot  of  the  lake  north  of  Jamestown  to  1^'alconer  where  they  were  disehari^ed 
into  ihis  northward  llowin,!;'  river.  These  ohi  waler-cliannels  we  firnl  now 
choked  thron<;hont  their  entire  len<;th,  and  in  most  places  deep!)-  huried 
Ijeneath  \-ast  masses  of  ravel  stones  and  sand,  and  the  waters  wliich  would 
ha\e  llowed  thr(»n.iL,di  them  into  northern  oceans  now  llow  into  the  Mis>issi]>'pi. 
What  brought  this  Io(>se  materi<al  here  to  fill  thf  valleys  and  dam  tlioe 
ancient  cliannels  and  tnrn  their  waters  sonthward  and  sjuead  it  ()\er  the  hills 
in  snch  \-ast  (piantities  lias  been  a  cnrions  and  intereslini^;  sid>ject  i»f  specu- 
lation. The  ex])lanation  now  acce]>ted  l)y  ireolo^ists  is  that  it  is  the  <)])er- 
ations  of  (glaciers  throu!L;h  vast  eras  of  time,  aide»l  to  a  limited  extent  h)' 
icel^eriLi^s. 

The  point  from  whence  started  the  ^^reat  glacier  th;U  s})read  o\  er  the  east- 
ern jiart  of  North  America,  inclndin^i^'  the  ChantaiKina  basin  is  the  hii;liest 
]~)()int  in  the  rocky  hii^iilands  between  St.  Lawrence  river  :md  lindsoiTs  baw 
Earl\-  in  the  cold  period  the  snow  and  ice  accnmnlated  in  this  elewited  reL;i(>n 
put  ft^rth  immense  ton;^nes,  which  followed  the  Canadian  \alle\  s,  fdlini;  them 
with  ice,  carvin,!,^  them  wider  and  deeper,  advancing;  sonthward  dnrinj^  the 
cold  of  winter,  and  recedin;j;  sli<;htly  iK-fore  the  heat  of  snmmer.  A^  the  cold 
increased  in  intensity  the  <;laciers  increased  in  maL;nitn<le.  Ha\-in*;  fdle<l 
the  walleN's  the\-  ascended  the  lower  hills,  still  movini;  sonthward  in  the 
winter,  and  lin.i;erin;:i^  lonj^er  in  the  snmmer.  At  len:L;th  a  field  of  ice  nio\ed 
across  tlic  vSt.  J^awrence  valley  into  New  York  and  Xew  lui^land,  and  in  a 
broad  mass  np  the  basin  of  Lake  Ontario.  The  direction  of  its  motion  is 
marked  by  scratches  npon  the  rocks,  the  arran,L;ement  of  the  l)onlders  aloni; 
its  course,  and  its  terminal  moraines.  Dnrin.':^  lon,L,^  eras  of  time  the  cold 
<^'^rew  more  and  more  intense  nntil  its  maximnm  was  reached.  The  <;lacier 
invaded  re^^ions  fnrther  and  still  fnrther  sonth,  and,  no  longer  confmed  to 
river  channels  and  monntain  ^^orj^'-es,  it  scaled  hills  and  ridi^es.  A  i^rand  nu  r 
dc  ^(^/(uc  covered  the  valley  of  the  (xcnesee,  filled  I^ake  Erie  and  jmshed 
a<;ainst  the  base  of  the  ridj^e  l^onndini;'  the  basin  of  Lake  l^rie  on  the  sonth. 
It  forced  its  way  into  the  <^n:)ri!;es  at  the  months  of  the  streams  of  western 
Pennsylvania  and  nortliern  <  )hio  which  (lischarL;e(l  their  wateTS  north. ward 
into  Lake  Erie.  As  it  ascended  the  chasms  of  the  Cattarani^ns  and  the  Cas- 
sadaiL^a,  it  carried  away  their  roni;h  sides,  deei)h-  fillin;^^  the  channels  with  an 
earth)-  mass.  It  scaled  ihe  dividinj^^  ridj^e,  and  climbed  to  the  snnnnits  of 
the  hijL^hest  liills  of  the  county,  spreadin<;  deeply  ovei' highland  and  lowland 
an  unbroken  sheet  of  the  loose  material  called  drift.  As  this  <;lacier  forced 
its  way  up  the  channel  of  the  Cassadaga  and  Cattarau<;us,  it  seems  to  liave 
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met  a  i^rerit  <^lacier  that  had  ascended  tlie  Ocnesee  river  and  crossed  into  the 
cliasni  formed  1)\  tlie  ri)])er  Allcj^any.  Tliese  two  streams  of  ice,  controlled 
bv  tlie  same  laws  tlirit  i;(»vern  running-  water  but  movini,^  with  far  less 
ve]ooit\-,  formed  a  ^reat  edds'  anKjn*;-  the  liills  of  Cattaran^^ns.  There  we  ma\- 
now  see  to  i;reat  adx'antai^e,  in  the  wonderful  scul])tnrinj^  of  the  hills  and  the 
carvin,!^-  o'.it  of  the  \-aHe\  s,  the  effects  of  the  enormous  power  of  these  mii^hty 
•glaciers  as  t]ie\  whirled  against  each  other  like  currents  of  water. 

The  old  .i^ori^e  in  tlie  rocks  underneath  Chautau<iua  lake,  which  may  once 
ha\e  been  the  channel  of  an  important  tributary  of  the  ancient  northward 
flowing  ri\er,  was  also  durinj^'  the  ice  period  buried  l)eneath  immense  masses 
of  drift.  ANmil^  the  sliores  of  tlie  lake  we  now  see  disj)la\ed  to  j^reat  ad\ant- 
a^e  the  work  that  chased  its  channel.  Chautauqua,  Lon^;;  and  liemus  points 
are  all  moraines  left  b\-  the  retirinj^'  '.glaciers.  Kxtendinj^-  from  the  foot  of  the 
lake  as  far  as  I-'alcou-er  are  ranges  of  drift  hills  and  immense  isolated  heaps 
of  grav  el  and  stones  piled  b\-  the  j^laciers  as  at  TiffanyN-ille.  Seldom  do  we 
find  such  iiiasses  of  drift  as  the  liills  u])on  which  Jamestown  is  1)uilt.  The 
_*;"lacier  mo\ed  sou.therl\-,  probably  obliqueh',  alonj^'  the  eastern  shore  of  the 
lake,  slK^viui^  alon.;'  l)eneath  it  masses  of  debris  which  it  had  loosen.ed  from 
the  firm,  stratified  rocks  in  re<4'ions  northward — Leathered  mainly  from  the 
hills  of  Kllerw  It  filled  the  old  channel,  which  extended  easterly  north  of 
the  cemeter\-  near  Jamestown,  and  nccirl)'  alon*^  the  course  of  Moon's  creek 
towards  I\ilci)ner.  It  then  moved  slowly  southward  at  rij^ht  angles  with  the 
longest  axis  of  the  lake,  bearin_i;'  v/'ith  it  that  liu<>e  mass  of  debris  forminj^-  tlie 
hills  of  Jamestown.  It  so  dammed  the  waters  of  the  channel  as  to  fi)rm  the 
ChautaiKjua  lake,  and  i^radnally  crowded  the  (Uitlet  southward,  until,  at  the 
close  of  the  ice  period,  its  course  extc-nded  to  where  we  find  it  now,  bendini^ 
around  the  main  ]>art  of  Jamestowh.  The  duiatiou  of  the  ice  ])eriod  was  so 
.i^reat,  aad  the  jjiocess  of  accumulatiui^-  these  deposits  (jf  drift  so  slow,  that  had 
man  then  existed  the  mo\  enient  of  the  <;lacier  would  have  been  unobser\'ed 
b\'  hir.i.  Xo  better  ()])portunit\-  is  ofiered  the  <;'eol()^ical  investij^ator  to 
obser\-e  the  curious  elTect  of  meltinj^'  ice  from  a  recedin<^  j^lacier  than  within 
the  limiis  of  Jamestown.  Tlie  curved  stratification  and  irrei^ular  dei)osition 
of  earthy  matter  are  cons|)icuousl)-  dis]3la\-ed  alonj^  the  streets  and  railr<3ad 
lines  and  near  the  vSwedisli  or|)han  as\  lum. 

The  same  causes  and  the  siune  mo\-ement  of  the  "glaciers  that  made  the 
dritt-h.iil>  at  Jamotown,  produced  Chautauqua,  Hemus  and  Lon_L>-  points. 
These  capes  extend  across  the  old  channel  in  the  same  direction,  and  now, 
when  tlie  waters  ol  th.e  lake  are  lowered,  crowd  its  course  southward  in  the 
s:>me  manner.  They  di\  ide  the  lake  int<j  separate  com]x\rtments  or  smaller 
lakes  connected  by  channels  or  straits,  and  the  dee])est  part  of  each  lake  is 
usuail\  just  ab.)\e  or  Jn.st  below  the>e  dix'isious.  AboN'e  Chautau(iua  and 
Chautaucpia  I\>int.  accordin.i^  to  accurate  soundings  taken  throu;:^h  the  ice, 
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the  lake  is  tliirty-five  feet  duej^,  and  the  de])tli  gradually  dceivascs  toward  its 
head.  Soiindin^^s  show  a  dej)tli  of  fift\"  feet  a  sliort  distance  l)CiOw  tlKsc* 
points,  wliicn  increase  to  ninety  feet  above  Lonj^  Point,  wlicre  are  tlic  deep- 
est pcirts  of  tlie  kike.  P)etween  L()n<^  and  P>enuis  Ptjints  the  dejUli  is  sixtv 
feet  in  places.  lielow  Henins  Point  the  lake  is  twent\-five  feet  dee]),  and  in 
tlie  whole  length  of  the  lower  lake  it  i;'rt)ws  sliallower  to  its  ontlet  where  it  is 
bnt  six  feet  in  deptli.  Tliese  ini])erfect  moraines  now  divide  Chantan(ina 
into  fonr  imperfect  lakes,  connected  by  straits  or  channels.  A  fifth  lake 
existed  dnrin^  the  ice  ])eriod,  fdlinj;  the  ca\it>'  between  tlie  drift-hills  now 
occnpied  by  that  part  of  Jamestown  known  as  P>rookh  n,  antl  the  eastern  part 
of  the  city.  This  lake  wa.s  dammed,  not  only  by  drift  and  rocks  bnt  bv  ice 
also  at  Dexterville  one  nnle  below  Jamestown,  and  was  comieeted  with  the 
other  lakes  by  a  narrow  strait. 

Tlie  topography  of  the  snrface  at  this  dam  at  Dexterville  affords  matter 
for  cnrious  inqniry.  Where  the  ontlet  has  cnt  its  way  throni^h  the  rocks 
just  above  the  railroad  bridi>e,  the  tops  of  the  rocks  that  wall  the  sides  of  tiie 
stream  are  very  many  feet  hi*;her  than  the  surface  of  the  ground  a  few  rods 
to  the  west.  Indeed  a  deep  depression  there  connects  this  valley  of  Prookh  n 
with  the  wide  valle\'  below  the  Dexterville  mills,  which  the  railroad  comjxmv 
has  utilized  by  its  cuttin^^s.  Xo  one  can  fail  to  remark  the  re<;ular  and  e\  en 
descent  that  the  surface  maintains  from  the  hij^hest  point  of  the  hill  ))e\<)n(l 
and  east  of  the  i^or<(e  th.rou,^h  which  the  outlet  flows  until  it  reaches  the  rail- 
road cuttin<;  on  the  wt^st  side.  Why  should  the  waters  seek  a  jnissaj^e  at  this 
elevated  ])oint  throu;^di  so  difficult  and  rock-l)reasted  a  route,  when  a  few  rods 
to  tlie  west  a  low  de|)ression  in\  ited  an  eas\'  way  for  them,  unobstructed 
exce]>t  b\'  loose  earth  and  stones?  The  ex})lanation  may  be  that  the  ice  so 
fdled  the  depression  at  the  railroad  cuttinix  as  to  conijKd  the  waters  to  seek  a 
l)assa;;e  at  the  hi;;her  point  now  occu]")ied  by  their  present  channel.  Held  h  r 
aj^es  b)'  this  dam  of  ice,  by  slow,  incessant  work  they  nia\-  ha\  e  lowered  the 
channel  to  its  present  level.  A  study  of  the  region  of  drift  discloses  man\-  lil-  e 
instances.  Even  now  permanent  lakes  exist  in  the  frozen  rei^ions  of  the  north 
that  were  made  aiL^e*  before  the  era  of  man,  and  have  been  held  by  shores 
formed  exclusively  of  ice  and  snow  ])recisel\'  as  the\'  were  formed  at  first. 
When  Chautauqua  lake  was  first  formed  it  was  more  than  fift\-  feet  abo\e  its 
present  level,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  materials  tliat  com])ose  the  ]>]ains  ard 
levels  that  border  its  shores.  Old  beaches  extend  around  it  hi,i;h  above  its 
j^resent  waters.  The  lake  was  longer  and  wider  than  now.  It  extended  far 
up  the  inlet  and  over  the  level  plain  at  Hartfield.  The  beautiful  ba\-  at 
Dewittville  was  deeper  and  wid.r.  The  lake  spread  much  beyond  its  ])resent 
limits  below  Chautauqua.  Hemus  and  Lcm;.;-  points  were  sul^mer^ed  ;  above 
and  far  below  them  the  lake  expanded  wide  o^'cr  either  shore,  and  a  spacious 
bay  extended  far  up  the  valley  of  Goose  creek.    The  waters  were  broad  and 
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dee])  over  the  swampy  ground  that  borders  botli  sides  of  the  outlet.  The 
lake's  hi-hest  altitude  is  marked  upon  the  hills  of  <;Tavel  and  sand  at  James- 
town tlirnuj^h  whieli  the  outlet  has  worn  its  way.  Its  former  elevation  is 
plaiiih-  measured  where  its  waters  ha\-e  slowh',  very  sk)wl\',  eut  a  ]vassa<;\' 
at  !  )e\ter\  ille.  Tlie  T>roeess  })\'  which  it  has  been  drained  was  as  slow  as 
that  b\-  which  it  was  fonned..  Indeefl  its  draina_i4e  is  still  j-.oin*;-  on,  but  so 
sl(  w!\'  thill  the  cliani^e  in  its  le\el  tliat  luis  occurred  durin;^-  the  whole  ])eriod 
of  writt^.'n  Inniiju  ]ii>t')r\'  scarce  deserws  a  rec<»rd.  We  ma)-  trace  idom^-  the 
liilNid'- s  t  !i:tl  .^an  i-oinid  it  the  m;irl;s  of  its  sid)sidin!4'  waters  we  read  the 
]\is^,e;e  ni'iinie  in  til'.'  s!o\\  h'  .siii]sin_L;  sands  of  an  liouri^Iass.  Indeed  so  slow 
h:i-.  1>een  ti'e  p-occ-.ss  u['  -\]\]>:>\(\v\\Cc  llia.t  the  p!V.Nent  lew!  o'"  its  wateis  is 
a|)parent!\-  the  -amc  as  wlie!!  C.'csar  cro.sscd  the  I\nl)ic"»>n. 

The  cninimj  <•!  tlie  ,L;lacier.-  swept  awa\'  tile  ^^reater  part  of  the  Tanama  and 
vSalanuuica  coni^lonierates  that  for  an  inconceixable  {)eriod  of  time  la)'  over 
tile  <^-eater  |>art  oi  tlie  county  and  at  least  as  fa.r  north  as  the  northern  face 
of  the  '■i<U;e,  and  before  the  ])a-sin  of  Lake  Krie  was  channelled  out  ice  ])er- 
hai>s  ()\-e-.'  a  much  greater  extent.  Its  thinnest  ed^e  has  been  worn  awa\'  b\- 
the  action  of  i;!:iciers.  ( »reat  frai^nients  hov.'e\-er  still  lie  scattered  o\'er  the 
hills  of  the  hoiitlieastern  towns. 

The  sonthei'u  limits  of  this  i^nx-at  j^lacier  are  well  defined  !)>•  a  tenninal 
moraine  wliich  consists  of  immense  accumulation  of  boulders,  «;ra\'el  and 
loose  material.  X<»rtli  of  this  ])lainl\-  marked  line  lie  unbroken  fields  of  drift, 
while  south  <>f  it  th.e\-  disap]»ear  alto;4ether.  This  terminal  moraine  has  been 
traced  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  a  lon;^  distmice  west  of  the  Missjssij)pi 
ri\'er.  It  loi  nis  t!ie  ba<.kbone  of  Lon;4  Island.  It  enters  New  jerses' soutli  of 
New  York  cit\-,  thence  extends  westca-ly  across  that  state  and  northwesterly 
th:o  i^h  lViius\l\ania  :ind  Xi  w  Voik  to  a  ]>oint  near  Sahmiaiica  where  it 
chau'^es  its  dLireclion  ^(;  abruptly  .as  to  nuike  ::n  acute  an^le.  It  then  ])roceeds 
southwesterh-  into  Penns\  l\  ania,  crossiuij;-  the  Conewan.i^'o  between  Warren 
and  the  south,  bounrls  of  Chautau(|ua.  Chaniau(pia  count\-  during;  the  glacial 
pei'iod  lay  close  to  the  ''line  of  battle  betweeri  the  frosts  of  the  north  and  the 
troipical  winds  of  the  south."  '' 

(llacial  successions  and  eras  of  c«'>l(l  preceded  and  succeeded  the  im])ortant 
])eriod  marked  by  the  de])osition  of  this  ;L;Teat  terminal  moraine,  e\'idences  of 
which  exist  in  different  parts  ni  the  count\'.  The  outer  and  southern  limits 
of  a  _L;i\  at  _L;kic!er  that  occupied  the  eastern  portion  of  the  valley  of  Lake  l{rie 
(lurin<;-  a  later  p-erio'l  is  marked  l)y  a  terminal  moraine  that  enters  this  county 
from  the  east  at  the  northeast  corner  of  X'illenova  and  extends  westerly  alonjj;- 
the  northern  lioulers  of  the  town  by  East  Mud  lake.  CurviniL,^  to  the  south 
it  passes  out  v>f  \'illeno\a  at  West  Mud  lake,  extends  west  to  Arkwri«^ht 
Center,  and  southwest  to  the  upper  Cassadai^^a  lake  in  Ponifret,  westerh-  by 

» Thf  sr.rvt  y  of  thi•^  tvrniui.il  moraine  u.ts  in.u'.c-  \>y  Vrof.  <'..  Frctkrick  W'rijiht  and  others  a»  out 
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Bear  lake  to  Portland  ;  then  cnrves  sontli.  AIkkU  a  mile  north  of  liartfield 
it  turns  northward,  enters  and  crosses  Westfield  in  an  east  and  \vest  direction, 
enters  Ripley  north  of  where  the  principal  branch  of  Twenty-mile  creek 
crosses  the  east  line  of  that  town.  It  then  extends  easterly  and  westerly 
alonj^  and  north  of  that  stream  and  crosses  into  Pennsyh  ania.  This  moraine 
was  traced  in  1^93  ])y  P'^rank  Leverett,  assistant  United  States  ^eoloj^ist. 


CIIAPTl^R  III. 

THE  CHAMPI.AIX   AND   RI-.CI-NT  IM:RI(>DS. 

"  Since  first  the  suiili;4lit  s;)re;i  I  ilsi-lf  o'er  earth  ; 
Since  ch.U);  <j;.\\c  a  llionsan  I  systems  l»irth  ; 
Since  first  the  niorninLj;  star.^  to^^^etlier  suni^  ; 
Since  first  this  j^U)l)e  \vas  on  its  axis  hnni^, 
I'ntirini^  chan<^e,  with  ev^-r  ni'jviii;^  Inn  1, 
Has  waved  o'er  earth  its  more  tlian  ina;;i<^  wan  1." 

THPv  Cliamplain  followed  theCfhicial  e])och.  Durin,;  iheCilacial  epoch 
tlu're  had  heeii  a  continuous  upward  movement  of  the  crest  of  this 
])ait  of  the  earth  until  it  had  become  more  elex'ated  than  it  is  now. 
This  contril)Uted  to  oroduce  the  intense  cold  of  the  ice  periorl.  A  ])rii(>d  of 
dfpr<.'ssi« lu  now  l)e!:;au  the  Champlaiu  pdiol.  Tiii-^  dow.iwMid  m^w  iueul  ol' 
the  earth's  crust  was  accouipanied  by  a  raisiuj^  of  the  teuipi  ralure  ol"  this 
continent,  and  the  melting-  ot  the  ;^'reat  ,L;']acier  |)roduced  iunueuse  Hoods 
formin,!^'  ,<^neat  lakes  and  ri\-ers.     The  climate  became  far  milder  than  u<»w. 

The  ])hysical  features  of  the  county  Avere  ;;reatl\'  chau,L;ed  by  the  ;^laci<.'rs. 
The  landscai)e  was  also  (piite  different  at  the  close  of  tlie  ice  period  from 
wlKit  it  is  now.  There  lay  e\-er\  where  confused  and  unfertile  heaps  of  loose 
earth,  ,L;'ravel  and  stones.  IIuL^e  boulders  were  scattererl  at  interwals  Liitireh" 
abo\e  the  drit't  and  over  the  whole  surface.  The/  lay  thickest  alou^  the 
northern  face  of  the  ridiL;'e  and  near  its  brow  in  Portland  nud  the  other  rid^e 
towns.  The>'  seem  sometimes  as  ifarrani;ed  in  winclrows,  and  (^ften  rest  in 
such  hi,L;'h  relief  ab()\'e  the  drift,  l>'in_L;-  wholly  upon  its  surface,  as  to  lead  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  were  brought  by  icebergs.  It  is(i'iite  probable  that 
the)-  were  tr(\nsported  by  j^laciers,  ])Ut,  instead  of  bein,!;- mowd  aloni;  be  neath 
tlieir  mider-surfaces  like  connnon  drift,  lhe\'  were  borne  upon  the  upper 
])ortions  from  the  <4ranite  re;;ions  of  the  more  distant  ])arts  of  Canada.  .\s 
the  ice  melted  away  they  were  left  as  we  find  them  now,  formin^L;  lesser 
moraines.  The  j^lacier  as  it  moved  southward  ^^^round  the  rocks  on  which  it 
rested  into  a  fine  paste  usually  called  boulder-clay.    \Vhen  the  <(lacier  melted 
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awaN'  tliis  iiialcria]  was  left  in  jj^rcat  ])ecls  u])()n  the  surface.  These  extended 
all  around  L:ike  luie  and,  are  called  Hrie  c!a>-. 

Tile  porl.il  of  ilic  eliasni  wliere  now  lies  the  Cassada,i;a  lake,  throuj^h 
wliieh  the  anc  ient  ri\  er  of  the  Cassada;^a  may  have  dischars^ed  its  waters 
norlliward,  and  at  the  ])oint  where  the  hii^^hland  ran^e  reaches  its  ;L'i"eatest 
altitude,  w:i.s  left  clioked  with  drift  to  tlie  depth  of  fi\-e  hundred  feet.  This 
extended^  M.iuhward  alon;^  this  stream,  decreasing;  in  depth  and  (piantity 
until  it  reca  lled,  the  Alle,L:."ny  ri\er  at  Warren.  The  chasms  of  Hear  lake, 
Coue\\anL;o  .ind  Cattaraugus,  and  up])er  Alk\i;any  were  :d.so  buried  dee]>l\-. 
'{'he  de]H  . -.itioii  of  I'le  hea\•ie.^t  nir.sses  of  drilt  iii  the  noi  thern  ])ortion  of  these 
cluimu  ls  rais(.-d  their  le\-els,  so  that  the  surface  of  the  willeys  w:is  slightly 
tiltevi  >outl!w:ird  and  their  watei'  currents  re\ersed.  The  i^reat  terminal 
moraine  left  hv  the  _L;kiciers  dannned  the  waters  near  the  Pennsyl\-ania  line, 
and  e;iused  an  extensixt-  ;ind.  irre,i.M;lar  hd^e  to  extend  like  the  fmi^ers  of  a 
man'.^  laind  u])  the  \  ;d!e\s  of  the  Conewani^o,  Cassada^a  and  i>ear  crec-ks, 
thee\  idences  remainim;  in  hue  as^^>rted  material,  ])eculiar  fresh  water  deposits, 
.stratified  drift,  and  heds  ((f  marl. 

The  Ch;an])lain  era  that  followed  the  i^lacial  ])erio'l  fitted  this  re^i^ion  for 
the  -low  th  of  >emi-tropical  \  ei;etation,  the  relics  of  which  are  traced  e\  en 
now  north  of  the  l  id^^e — the  middle  part  of  the  county,  where  there  is  in  a 
measure  an  absence  of  ex  er^reens  and  some  «;rowth  of  more  southern  s]»ecies, 
such  as  ma:;iiolias,  lejiresented  })\  the  cncund)er,  whitewood  and  honey- 
loeu.st.  '!ho])ieal  animals  then  existed  liere,  hut  of  s])ecies  diflerinj^  from 
those  now  exi>tin_'L;,  The  masto<|ou  undoubtedly  fre(piented  the  shores  of  the 
lake  that  eo\\  i\-d  the  ^reat  xalleys  of  our  countr\-  and  its  bordering; marshes. 
Its  teeth  h.:i\e  been  found  at  different  times  in  the  \-alley  of  the  Cassada^a. 

In  AuL;u,st,  i  i ,  ])ortious  of  a  .^i.^antic  mastoilon  were  found  one  mile 
n(»rth  o!"  Jamestown  ne:ir  the  smnmit  <jf  the  low  hills  dix-idinti-  the  \-alley  of 
Chautau(pia  lake  tVoui  that  of  the  Cassadai^a.  This  important  discover)' 
within,  our  county  of  relics  of  life  in  the  Cham])lain  })eriod  {perha])s  of  the 
Recent  ])erio;l),  demands  a  full  description.  The  exhumation  and  ]>reser\-a- 
tion  of  the  boues  weie  fortunately  intrusted  to  the  late  Prof.  Samuel  i).  Lo\e, 
assisted  by  Prof.  Ihirns  and  Albro,  and  are  now  in  the  museum  (jf  the  James- 
town I  Ii_iL;h- vSehool.  The  following;-  is  from  an  article  written  b\'  Prof.  S.  Cr. 
Love,  ])ublished  in  the  Jamestown  Journal : 

'*  ( )u  the  east  side  of  the  Phedonia  road,  about  one  mile  north  of  James- 
town, is  the  farm  of  Joel  I.  Ho\  t.  A])out  five  liundred  yards  from  the  road 
is  a  sink  or  slouch  co\  erin_L;'  about  an  acre,  possil)!)-  more  in  extent,  and  \ary- 
\\v^  from  two  to  eii^ht  feet  in  depth,  and  fed  by  several  livini^  s])rin^s.  Cattle 
ha\e  been  mired  and  lost  there  since  the  farm  was  first  occupied.  Mr.  Hox't 
drameil  the  sink  and  left  the  muck  to  dry,  and  later  commenced  an  exca- 
\  ation  there.  The  work  of  exca\  atini^  had  continued  a  little  more  than  a  week, 
when  the  workmen  be^an  to  find  (as  the\'  siip])osed)  a  peculiar  kind  of  wood 
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and  roots,  iin])e(](1ed  some  six  feet  l)eneath  tlie  surface.     Vur  sexxr.il  days 
tliey  coiitiiHied  to  carry  the  smaller  pieces  into  an  adjoining  Held  willi  tlie 
muck,  and  to  ])ile  the  larger  ones  with  jvlne  roots  ;;n<l  slnm])^  to  l)e  ])nrned, 
r»ut  Mr.  Wi^y*.  discoxe'vd  unmistakable  evidences  of  the  remain>^,  of  some 
hu'_^e  anim:d.     At  once  lliere  was  a  chan.iie  in  the       »cedure.  in  order  to 
secure  s])ecimens  and  (k-termine  their  character.    It  wasdiificnll  t<Mktermine 
tlie  precise  ])osition  of  the  remains,  as  they  were  much  disiur])ed  and  ])arti:dly 
remo\-ed  l)efore  any  s])ecial  notice  was  taken  of  them,     k'rom  the  hesi  inf>r- 
niation  I  could  _L;et,  I  conclude  that  the  hod\'  lay  with  the  luad  to  the  east, 
from  four  to  six  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and  in  a  ]>artiall\-  natural  ]>osition. 
Man\- of  the  l^ones  were  howex'cr  out  of  jdace.     The  l(»wer  j.;w  was  about 
five  feet  from  the  head,  and  la\'  on  the  side  crushed  to:4\ther  so  that  the  rows 
<if  teeth  were  ver\-  ne:ir  each  other.     The  tusks  exteri<le(l  ea>tw:ird]y  in  nearl\- 
a  natural  ])o>ition,  and,  jud^in;^  from  the  statements  of  Mr.  Ho\  t  aaid  the 
workmen,  they  must  ha\e  been  from  ten  to  twel\-e  feet  ir.  length,  .\lter 
<li,'L;'.L;in;^-  in.to  tlie  i;ra\-el  and  clay  about  ten  inches  I   found  trace>-  of  a  rib, 
decayed,  but  distinctl\-  marked,  .)\er  five  feet  in  length.     Where  the  bo(h' 
must  ha\  e  lain  were  fouufl  lari;e  <juantities  o'' x  ei^etable  matter  ( e\  identl\  the 
contents  of  the  stouiach )  UK »stly  decayed,  in  which  were  innuuK  rable  small 
twi'^s  \aryin.u!;  from  onedialfinch  to  two  inches  in  leUL^th.     The  remains 
were  all  in  a  \'ery  orward  state  of  deca\';  and  wlien  I  reached  the  L^rouud  I  found 
it  im])ossi!)le  to  d;)  little  more  than  had  already  been  done  to  ]>reser\  e  them. 
Many  of  them  were  picked  up  in  the  field,  whither  they  had  been  drawn  with 
the  muck,  and  from  ])iles  of  roots  and  stum])s.     vSpecimens  securt^-d  :  i.  Tip 
of  one  of  the  tusks;  length,  3  feet,  7'j   inches;  diameter,  0 '  _.  inches.  2. 
Middle  section  of  the  other  tusk;   length,  2  feet,  5  inches;  diamel(.r,  7'j 
iiiclies.     3.   vSix  teeth;  length  of  longer  oik-s  on  the  crown,  7'..  inches; 
weij^ht,  s  ' pounds;  lein^th  of  shorter  ones,  4  '  ^  inches;  weii^ht,  2'..  ])ounds. 
4.    Left  side  of  under  j.'iw  containiniL;  two  teeth  ///  s/Z/f  \  len;^th  ])reserve(l,  2 
feet,  I  inch;  depth  from  the  crown  of  the  teeth,  !()'_.  inches;  thickness,  6 
inches.     5.    Pieces  of  scapula  (shoiddcr  ])]ade)  from  10  to  13  inches  Ioul;- and 
4  to  7  wide.     6.   vSections  of  ribs;  12  to  iS  inches  lon<;.     7.   Head  of  the 
femur  (tlr'j^di  bone. )    <S.  I\)rtions  of  thc-vcrtebnv  of  tlie  neck.    9.  k^-a,i;-ments 
of  the  cranium  (skull.)    10.   X'arious  other  pieces  not  yet  indentified.  The 
animal  was  undoul)tedly  the  American  mastodon,  {AAis/of/o//  AfaxiiiiKs,  or 
Mastodon  .  I nioriinniis  o'i  some  autliors.)    A  sin<4le  tooth  is  sufTicient  to  dis- 
tiniL^uish  it  from  the  elej:>hant.    The  j^rindin'^  surface  of  a  mastodon's  tc^otli 
is  covered  with  conical  ])rojcc'l:ions  (whence  the  name  of  the  animal)  while 
that  of  the  elepliant  is  Hat.    The  size  of  the  livin.i,^  animal  must  liave  ])een, 
in  ]iei,i;ht,  from  10  to  i  s  feet,  and  in  length  to  the  base  of  tlie  tail,  from  15  to 
20  feet.    (I  ou<;ht  ])erhaj)s  to  sa\'  tliat  altlion;;]!  I  am  (juite  satisfied  with  the 
al)o\e  estimate  of  size,  I  ]ia\'e  been  told  bv  \  er\  ^ood  authorit\-  that  it  i.s  an 

.u..ir,c-sii,„.-,tc."i  •  1492430 

'I'he  following  is  from  a  ])aper  ix-ad  b\-  Prof.  ]vO\e  bc'Tore  the  ChautaiKiua 
Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science,  July  16,  i<S.S5.  Referriiiji^  to  the 
article  in  tlic  Journal  \\q  says: — "It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  add  a  few 
^vords.  When  we  arrived  at  the  farin  we  found  the  rain  of  the  previous  iiij^lit 
had  filled  the  excavated  portion  of  the  sink  witli  water  to  the  depth  of  two 
or  three  feet.    At  the  limit  of  the  digging  on  the  eastern  side  stood  a  bank 
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or  wall  of  the  iiinck  about  4  '^  feet  hit^li.  After  reopeiiinj^  the  ditcli  and 
drainiii.^-  off  a  part  of  the  water,  we  coinnienced  an  examination  of  tliis  bank, 
in  wliich  the  lower  jaw  was  soon  fonnd.  It  was  nearly  three  feet  from  the 
surface  ;  the  sides  were  crushed  together,  tlie  rij^ht  side  of  tlie  jaw  bein^^ 
u])pennost.  It  was  remo\ed  with  j^reat  care  in  a  blanket,  ])ut  the  upper 
(rii^lit)  half  crumbled  into  small  pieces  as  soon  as  it  was  exposed  to  the  air 
for  a  few  minutes,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  animal  died  in  his  tracks  from 
some  natural  cause.  lie  may  have  been  drowned  or  mired,  but  if  s<;  the  sink 
mu>t  have  been  at  that  time  much  deeper  than  at  present,  and,  judi^ing  fnjui 
the  make  of  the  1.  nd  around  the  sink,  I  should  say  it  may  have  been  deeper 
b\-  naan\-  feet.  The  sli«;ht  dislocation  or  disturbance  of  the  remains  I  ha\-e 
no  doubt  were  due  to  causes  which  would  naturally  operate  in  a  shmj^h,  into 
wliich  lart^e  trees  would  l)e  liable  to  fall  and  finalh-  sink  to  the  bottom.  In 
au\-  e\eut  the  remains  must  have  been  buried  much  deeper  in  the  muck  and 
Wiiter  for  inau\',  man\'  years  in  order  to  escaj  e  complete  destruclion,  and  the 
fact  that  the  bone>  of  tho.^e  animals  were  jK-rmeated  with  lari;e  projX)rtious 
of  fatt\-  matter  would  helj)  j^reath"  to  preserve  them.'' 

The  twii^s  foinid  in  such  lari^e  quantities  where  the  stomach  would  natu- 
ralh'  be  were  found,  upon  a  microscopical  examination  and  com])arison,  to  be  of 
the  same  kind  (  j^euera  and  s])ecies,)  as  the  cone-bearinj^  trees,  ([)ine  and  spruce) 
of  the  present  daw  Miui^ded  with  the  twij^s  was  a  mass  of  \-ellowish  fetid 
matter,  ])robably  the  remains  of  some  vej^etation  which  did  not  possess  the 
stiw  iu^  qualities  of  the  balsamic  cone-bearers. 

The  Recent  period  folh-wed  the  Cham])lain.  This  ])art  of  the  continent 
was  then  more  elevated  than  during  the  Champlain  ])eriod.  This  caused  the 
lake  t(»  (low  more  ra|)idl\-  throui^h  its  outlet  southward  and  throuj^h  the  j^reat 
morain  that  dammed  its  v/aters  in  the  Champlain  period.  As  the  channels 
of  its  outlet  Were  cut  deeper,  its  waters  slowly  h>wered  until  now  there  remains 
<:)tdv  the  clu>ler>  of  little  lakes  where  the  drift  is  ])iled  the  deepest.  Vet  the 
drainage  is  >till  .i^oini;  on.  The  Cassadai^a,  Hear,  and  Mud  lakes  <)f  the  Cone- 
wan^^o  and  Ca>^adaL;a  \  alle\  s,  diminuti\-e  descendants  of  the  great  lake,  must 
in  time,  be  drained  through  tlieir  shjwl)-  lowering  outlets,  and  tilled  with 
silt  from  the  ueigldx  )ring  hillsides.  Vet  the  waters  of  these  extensive  valleys 
are  e\-eu  now  detahud  froui  resuming  their  old  channels  and  flowing  north- 
ward into  Lake  I-jii  l)y  only  the  slightest  of  barriers.  Many  \'ears  ago  a  few 
strong  men  in  a  sh(»rt  time  cut  a  channel  from  the  head  of  Cassadaga  lake 
for  a  lew  rods,  sufficiently  deep  to  permit  its  waters  to  ll(_)W  inio  a  tril)Utary 
i»f  the  Cauadaway  which  Hows  into  Lake  ICrie.  The\-  were  restrained  by  an 
injunction  issued  by  Judge  R.  P.  Marvin.  Had  not  this  measure  been  |)romptl\' 
taken  the  waters  would  ha\e  been  dix'erted  int(.)  this  channel,  and  the  sand, 
gra\el  and  loose  material  that  deepK'  underlie  all  the  northern  borders  and 
indeed  the  whole  lake,  would  have  so  quickly  yielded  t(;  the  rapid  flow  down 
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tlie  steep  descent  nortlicrly  as  to  excavate  a  deep  clianucl  wliicli  would  liave 
drained  it.  The  llow  of  the  waters  of  Cassadi\L;a  creek  or  outlet  and  of  the 
Conewani^^o  would  have  been  first  arrested  and  then  turned  north  into  tliis 
channel,  and  the  floor  bed  of  this  ancient  river  a.^ain  laid  bare. 

The  Recent  period  terminates  with  the  coniniencenient  of  historic  time. 
The  extensive  lake  that  covered  the  Cassadai^a  and  Conewant^o  valleys  dur- 
iujLj-  tlie  Chamj)lain  period  in  the  Recent  period  dei^encrated  into  a  miry  marsh 
with  shallow  ponds.  The  trees  that  then  formed  the  forests  were  little  like  those 
tliat  the  first  settlers  found.  The  twi^i^s  in  the  stomach  of  the  Jamestown 
mastodon  l>eloni;ed  to  a  species  of  si)ruce  which  then  undoubtedly  grew  here 
plentifully  but  is  not  now  known  to  exist. 

Since  the  Recent  period  there  liave  been  many  successions  of  trees.  The 
first  settlers  found  dense  evergreens,  pine  and  hemlock  ir.  all  the  valkys,  and 
the  fcMir  southeastern  townships.  The  latter  also  extended  over  the  rocky 
ridges  and  along  the  stony  sides  of  the  ravines  of  the  smaller  streams.  The 
hills  and  higher  lands  were  heavily  tind)ered  with  deciduous  trees,  ]u-incipally 
])eec]i,  ma])le,  chestnut  and  oak.  The  early  settlers  also  found  ])lentifully 
scattered  the  relics  of  an  ancient  pine  forest.  Of  many  trees  of  which  only 
the  remains  of  the  stumps  were  left,  the  trunks  were  fallen  and  the  place  of 
tlieir  decay  marked  by  knots  and  fragments  of  "  fat  "  pine.  A  few  huge  bark- 
less  trunks  that  were  prostrate,  and  others  still  standing,  were  sufficiently 
preserved  to  make  lumber.  A  lesser  number  green  and  growing  stood  soli- 
tary upon  the  hills,  and  towered  an  hundred  feet  above  the  woods  around.  A 
forest  of  gigantic  pines  that  had  once  densely  covered  the  hills  yielded  up 
the  ground  to  the  chestnut,  maple  and  beech,  and  was  struggling  for  supre- 
macy with  the  hemlock  in  the  valleys.  Woodsmen  have  observed  that  when 
the  beech  and  maple  and  other  indigenous  trees  were  cleared  away  and  a 
second  growth  suffered  to  spring  up,  tlie  new  trees  would  often  be  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind,  illustrating  how  a  slight  change  in  the  conditions  of  the  soil  or 
climate  had  caused  old  species  to  be  supplanted  by  new  ones. 

In  the  forest  which  cast  its  dark  shadows  everywhere  in  the  county  were 
often  found  trees  of  unusual  growth.  Upon  the  bank  of  Walnut  creek  near 
Silver  Creek  grew  a  gigantic  black-walnut  which  gave  its  name.  In  the 
sketches  of  the  Early  History  of  Hanover  "  it  1'^  said  that  "A  section  of 
thirteen  feet  of  this  tree  was  cut  ofi',  and,  after  the  bark  was  tak  _m  from  it,  it 
was  found  to  be  thirty-one  feet  in  circumference,  and,  after  all  the  decayed 
wood  was  cut  away,  it  left  a  shell  of  very  uniform  thickness  of  about  four 
inclies,  and  'X  was  over  ten  feet  in  diameter."  We  copy  the  description  of 
this  famous  tree  from  Young's  History  : 

It  was  very  tall  and  straight;  and  the  lower  limb  was  70  feet  above  the 
ground.  It  was  blown  down  on  the  22d  of  April,  1.S22.  Being  l:ollow  at  the 
butt,  about  12  feet  was  cut  off  from  the  lower  end,  and  the  inside  wor'ced  down 
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and  sniootlicd  out,  Ifavini;  a  slicll  about  4  iuclies  thick.  While  lyiuj^  on  tlie 
orouucl,  a  uiau,  it  is  said,  rode  tlirou^^li  it  on  horseback.  It  was  raised  on  end, 
and  used  for  some  time  as  a  <4'rocery;  and  on  one  occasion  ])y  a  h\dies'  tea- 
partw  An  old  settler  says  it  was  sold  for  $200  to  Titus  Roberts  and  Stearns, 
w  ho  mounted  it  on  a  carria.i^e  fitted  up  for  its  transporation,  and  started  on  a 
tour  of  exhibition.  The  Hrie  canal  having  just  been  completed,  they  moved 
their  curiosit\' toward  the  canal.  Un  their  arrival  at  Lockport,  or  some  other 
])<)iiit  near  that  ])laec-,  their  e.\]>enses  ha\-ini^-  exceeded  their  rec<.-ipts,  they 
abandoned  their  enterprise  and  returned.  .\n(>tlier  ]>arty,  haN  ini;  ;;()t  posses- 
sion ol' the  tree,  took  it  to  Xew  \'ork,  and  after  a  tolerably  successful  exhibi- 
tion, dis}K>sed  of  it.  It  was  taken  to  Kn^land  and  put  into  a  ]v<^ndou  museum, 
where  it  was  destroyed  by  fire.'' 

The  I'Vcdionia  CVv/.svv  of  Dec.  27,  1S26,  copies  from  a  Xew  York  paper: 
The  proprietor  of  the  new  museum  in  Chatham  street  has  en^^aj^ed  for  a  short 
time  a  most  wonderful  production  of  nature,  the  big-  black-walnut  tree  from 
Lake  Erie.  This  immense  curiosity  measures  31  feet  in  circumference,  and 
is  universallv  admitted  to  be  the  larj^est  production  of  the  vegetable  world. 
The  inside  of  this  tree  is  hollowed  out,  is  most  sj)lendidly  fitted  and  furnished 
as  a  drawing  room,  and  contains,  with  other  ornaments,  an  original  letter  of 
(ret^rge  W'ashi  igton.  There  have  been  inside  of  this  tree  at  one  time  39 
persons  standing  and  17  sitting.  From  this  fact  some  idea  can  be  formed  of 
this  giant  of  the  forest."  The  arrival  of  the  Big  Walnut  "  in  London  was 
announced  in  1S2S.  The  London  Literary  Gazette  said  :  ''A  calculation  has 
been  made  showing  that  this  tree  would  contain,  on  shelves  projecting  not 
more  than  six  inches,  3,000  volumes.  A  New  York  paper  said  the  liig  Wal- 
nut sold  for  53,000  in  that  city,  and  had  produced  twice  that  sum  during  its 
exhibition." 

Peers  of  this  great  walnut  undoubtedly  grew  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 
In  the  pine  t'orest  of  the  southwestern  towns  stood  many  magnificent  speci- 
mens. I'pou  the  farm  of  (xeorge  W.  Fenton  on  lot  23  in  Carroll,  as 
late  as  1S40,  stood  a  pine  tree  from  which  13  sixteen-foot  logs  and  one  of 
tweh  e  leet  were  cut  from  its  trunk.  Its  height  must  have  exceeded  250  feet, 
rivaling  the  "  red-woods  "  of  California.  Joel  Scudder  felled  a  pine  tree  later 
U]">on  the  farm  of  vSeth  Clieney  in  Kiantone  that  measured  twenty-two  feet  in 
circumference  ;  at  the  height  of  fifty  feet  it  branched  into  two  large  forks,  one 
twenty-two  inches  in  diameter  one  hundred  feet  from  the  ground.  On  lot  12 
in  French  Creek  there  grew  a  pine  tree  twenty-seven  feet  in  circun.iference  and 
nearl\-  200  feet  in  height.  vSeldom  in  northern  latitudes  did  trees  grow  so  ndl 
ami  large.  It  was  not  uncommon  that  5,000  feet  of  sawed  lumber  was  ])ro- 
duced  from  a  tree,  and  the  pines  that  grew  upon  a  single  acre  of  land  would 
.sometimes  yield  100,000  feet.  A  pine  tree  was  felled  by  Charles  Spencer  in 
1S54  on  lot  21  in  Kiantone,  from  which  was  cut  eight  logs  sixteen  feet  long 
and  six  of  twelve  feet,  besides  the  top  and  stump.  A  pine  tree  was  cut  u])on 
the  same  lot  in  i860  that  was  seven  feet  in  diameter  at  the  stump  and  six 
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ft'ct  sixty  feet  from  tlie  iL^ronnd.  It  was  sawed  \uU)  pl.'ink  and  ])()ards  at  L.  ]>. 
Warner's  saw  mill  in  Janies'.own  and  prudnced  i3,3<'(^>  k-et.  '  ( )tlier  enormous 
trees  of  a  different  species  <.;rew  upon  this  lot.  An  oak  tree  six  feet  in  diam- 
eter at  the  stump,  and  five  feet  sixty  feet  from  the  j^'^round  was  cut  here. 
From  this  tree  Soo  Hrkins  and  their  heads  were  made  ;  600  of  them  were 
sold  for  Sr  each,  the  others  for  S5  cents  each,  makini:;-  S770  realized  from  the 
lumber  of  a  sin<;le  tree. 

The  coi.int\'  was  hea\  ily  timbered,  not  merely  in  the  \alleys  where  the 
pine  and  hemlock  <^rew,  but  upon  the  hills  with  beech,  maple,  oak,  chestnut, 
ash,  cherry  and  other  hardwood.  It  is  estimated  by  Daniel  (xriswold,  L.  I>. 
Warner  and  Lewis  Hall,  experienced  lumbermen,  that  the  area  of  the 
county  not  covered  by  its  lakes  and  streams  would  produce  from  20,000  to 
35,000  feet  of  sawed  lumber  for  every  acre.  There  are  according;  to  the 
assessors'  fi^^-urcs  for  1892  656,53<S  acres  of  such  land.  Allowin<^  the  low 
estimate  of  20,000  feci  pei;  acre,  there  was  in  the  county  when  first  settled, 
13,130,760,000  feet  of  lumber.  The  assessed  value  of  the  real  estate  was 
$26,132,516  in  1893.  Allowing  for  the  valuable  pine,  cherry,  ash,  and  the 
cheaper  lumber  the  small  average  of  $5  per  thousand  we  have  $65,653,800. 
Making  allowance  for  the  low  estimate  of  assessments,  the  remarkable  fa(5l 
appears  that  the  timber  that  stood  in  the  county  wdien  it  was  first  settled  had 
it  remained  untouched  would  be  of  far  more  value  than  the  present  worth  of 
tlie  land  with  its  cities,  villages,  railroads  and  iniprovements.t 

Of  the  animals  living  upon  this  continent  during  the  Recent  period  many 
species  still  exist  while  others  have  become  extinct.  The  mastodon  existed 
during  this  period  as  well  a.s  the  Chaniplain  and  is  one  of  the  last  of  the 
extinct  species.  Probably  the  mastodon  found  near  Jamestown  existed  in  the 
Recent  period.  Estimates  of  geologic  time  are  only  approximations.  Prof. 
Love  cautiously  estimated  30,000  years  to  have  passed  since  this  mastodon 
roamed  the  hills  and  valleys  of  our  county.  If  he  is  correct,  the  creature  was 
a  dweller  here  in  the  Recent  period.  The  horse,  hog,  sheep  and  ox,  all  of 
gigantic  size,  which  were  living  during  the  Recent  period  on  this  continent 
afterwards  became  extincl  in  America.  Among  the  other  existing  animals, 
the  buffalo,  beaver,  deer,  elk,  moose  ami  reindeer  survived  to  the  Historical 
period.  Some  of  these  now  hold  existence  by  but  a  feeble  tenure,  and  are 
constantly  lessening  in  numbers,  tending  towards  a  natural  extinction  in 
obedience  to  the  law  of  progress  that  is  constantly  supplementing  old  species 
witli  higher  and  more  complex  forms  of  life.    As  a  great  poet  has  said  : 

All  nature  widens  upwanl.  evermore 

The  sini])ler  essence  lower  lies  ; 
More  complex  is  more  ])erfect-owniii}jj,  more 

Discourse,  more  widelv  wise. 

*ir.  H.  Jones. 

fin  a  subsequent  chapter  is  j;iven  a  full  and  accurate  description  of  the  tree  of  the  county  hy  Prof.  Janics 
T.  Eflv  ards.  who  lias  made  it  a  suhject  of  carefjil  study.  It  is  litlieved  that  a  more  complete  description  of  the 
sylva  of  any  locality  of  equal  extent,  within  the  state  at  least,  has  not  been  prepare<l. 
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The  first  description  that  ^ve  liave  of  the  country  borderin<J^  Lake  Erie 
and  tlie  denizens  of  its  woods  and  prairies  was  written  by  Baron  LaHoiiton, 
a  Frciicli  officer,  wlio,  in  1687,  was  stationed  in  Canada,  and  who 'coasted 
aloni,^  tile  nnrtliern  sliore  of  Lake  k'rie  and  visited  Ohio.  In  liis  letters  and 
memoirs  lie  ;L;ave  a  ver\'  interesting,^  description  of  that  Lake  and  tlie  country. 
His  de^cripti(v]i  will  a])pi\'  to  tliat  ])art  of  Chautaucpia  county  that  lies 
hL-tweeii  tlu-  hi_^;Iiland>  an<l  the  hd-:e. 

L:d^e  ]{rie  is  justl)'  di^^nified  with  tlie  illustrious  name  of  Conti,  for 
assnred]\-  it  is  the  finest  u])on  earth.  You  may  jud_^;e  of  the  ^^oodness  of  tlie 
cliiirile  from  the  latitude  of  the  countries  which  surroiuid  it.  Its  circumfer- 
ence extends  250  leat^Mies,  but  it  affords  everywhere  a  cliarmin^L;  prospect,  and 
its  sliores  are  (lecked  with  oak  trees,  elms,  chestnuts,  walnut,  a])ple,  plum 
trees,,  and  \-ines  wliich  bear  their  clusters  up  to  the  very  tops  of  the  trees 
u])on  a  sort  of  L^rouml  which  lies  as  smooth  as  one's  hand.  vSuch  ornaments 
as  these  are  sufficient  to  t;ive  rise  to  the  most  a<^reeable  idea  of  landscape  in 
the  world.  I  cannot  ex])ress  what  quantities  of  deers  and  turke>'s  are  to  be 
found  in  these  wo(jds,  and  in  the  \-ast  meads  that  lie  upon  the  south  side  of 
tile  lake.  At  the  Ixjttom  of  the  lake  we  find  wild  beeves  on  the  banks  of 
two  ])]easant  streams  that  (lisembo;L;;ue  into  it  without  cataracts  or  ra|)id  cur- 
rents. It  abonnds  witli  stur<;eon  and  white  fish,  but  trout  are  very  scarce  in 
it,  a*^  well  as  other  fish  that  we  take  in  the  lakes  I  lurons  ( Huron)  and  Illinese 
( Miclii.L^au. )  It  is  clear  of  sheK'es,  rocks  and  l)anks  of  sand,  luid  has  fonrteeii 
or  fifteen  fathoms  of  water.  The  sava;^es  assure  us  that  it  is  ne\'er  disturbed 
by  hii^di  winds  except  in  the  months  of  December,  January  and  February, 
and  e\-en  then  but  seldom,  which  I  am  \'er)'  apt  to  believe,  for  we  had  \'er\' 
few  storms  when  I  wintered  in  m\-  boat  in  16SS  thouj^di  the  boat  lay  o])en  to 
the  lake  of  I  Inrons." 

These  w  ild  bee\  es  were  unquestionably  the  bufialo  or  American  bison. 
There  is  no  doul/t  that  this  animal  recently  inhabited  these  re^dons.  Char- 
levoix the  iMeiich  tra\-«-ller  sa>s  that  in  1720  ''They  were  on  tlie  south  side 
of  Lake  lu'ie  a  ])rodij^ious  quantity  of  buffalos."  Father  L.  Allemant,  in 
1641,  writes  of  the  Neuter  nation,  who  resided  north  (jf  and  around  the  foot 
of  Lake  Ivi  ie,  that  "  The)'  were  much  employ  ed  in  hunting;  deer,  l)uffdo,  wild 
cats,  woK'es  and  bea\er  and  other  animals.''  In  1770  Wki.^hiu.^ton  made  a 
journey  to  tlie  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  and  was  entertained  by  his  old  com- 
])auit»u,  llie  Siiuca  cliief  ( lu\ a'^utlia,  with  ]>r.ffih)  meat  just  slain,'  The 
!\i\ei  .\u\  iJoeuf.  a  tril)UUir\-  « »!"  iMeiicli  ci'eek,  is  said  to  haw  bet-n  so  named 
iVom  llie  .^i\at  niimbei-  of  buffalo  there  fouiKk  This  stream  Hows  in  I'jie 
couiitN',  witiiiu  fifteen  miles  ol' ChautaiKpia.  \{  this  da\-  we  must  seek 
tl'.e  bu!!ah»  iwo  tho'isand  miles  away  in  the  West.  lie  and  his  red  brother 
the  Indian  are  f:>t  di>appearin,^-.     vSurely  and  rajudly  these  lords  of  the  fore.^t 
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and  tlie  plain  are  yicldin,*^  np  tlicir  once  wide  domain  to  the  advance  of  tlie 
encroach inj;-  wliite  man,  and  makin^;-  their  home  each  year  nearer  and  still 
nearer  to  the  settinj^  snn. 

Amoni>'  the  diminishins^  species  that  have  scarce  snrvived  to  the  i)resent 
time  is  the  beaver.  We  have  evidence  that  he  numerously  inhabited  many 
parts  of  the  county  a  little  before  the  first  exi)loration  of  white  men.  The 
beaver-meadow  flat  in  Fiench  creek  ap]>ears  to  ha\e  been  once  occupied  by 
this  creature.  The  meadow  was  covered  with  alders  and  with  ]>ine  and 
balsam  aloni:;-  the  edi^es  and  on  what  were  then  islands.  There  was  also  a 
bea\-er  meadow  on  lot  21.  On  lot  9  there  was  a  small  but  (juite  perfect 
beaver  dam.  On  the  west  branch  of  French  creek  on  lot  47  the  remains  of 
a  1)eaver  dam  lately  could  l)e  ])lainly  seen.  In  the  southeast  juirt  of  Stock- 
ton in  the  Cassadai^ii  swamp  is  a  treeless  s])ace  of  many  acres  called  the Open 
Swamp''  C(jvered  with  alders.  Here  were  the  si^ns  of  a  bea\-er  dam,  and 
lo_^s  from  trees  with  marks  of  the  beavers'  teeth  where  the\"  had  been  cut 
from  the  tree.  In  Westfield  upon  the  IJeaver  Meadow  creek  uj^on  the  farm 
once  owned  by  George  \V.  Rice,  were  faint  si,Li:ns  or  indications  of  three 
beaver  dams.  In  Sheridan  near  the  upper  waters  of  lieaver  creek  are  well- 
known  and  extensive  remains  of  the  works  of  the  beaver.  Dr.  Taylor  in  his 
History  of  Portland  "  informs  us  that  the  l)ea\  er  formerly  existed  in  that 
town.  Undoubtedly  mau\"  other  places  in  the  count)"  l)ore  ex'idence  of  their 
recent  presence.  Their  homes  probably  were  broken  U]:>  l)y  the  Indians  to 
sup])ly  the  «;reat  demand  for  furs  durin.'Li;  the  period  of  French  occu])ation. 
IJesides  the  bison  and  the  beaver,  the  reindeer  and  the  moose  entirely  and  the 
elk  nearly  disappeared  before  the  advent  of  Europeans, 

The  salmon  is  believed  to  have  inhabited  the  waters  of  the  county,  Init 
became  extinct  not  lonj;  before  the  cominj;  of  liuropeans.  Rattlesnakes  which 
have  now  nearly  or  entirely  disappeared,  in  early  years  were  abundant  in  Car- 
roll and  probably  other  towns  in  the  south  part.  Hiram  Dickinson  killed  one 
at  his  doorstep  that  had  nine  rattles  and  measured  four  feet  in  len.^th.  Black 
snakes  inhabited  the  county.  Deacon  Hinds  Chamberlain,  who  passed 
throu<;h  the  northern  part  of  the  county  alon<;  the  Indian  trail  from  Catta- 
rau<;us  creek  to  Presque  Isle  in  1792,  relates  that  between  Cattarau<;us  and 
lu'ie  he  shot  a  l)lacksnake  or  racer  with  a  white  rini;-  around  his  neck,  that 
measured  se\'en  feet  and  three  inches  loni;-.  In  Wheeler's  iLj  ulf  in  Pom  fret 
they  were  found  in  .i;reat  abundance  and  of  enormous  si/A-.  The  wild  turke\-, 
that  solitary  wanderer  of  the  forest,  was  occasionally  met  with  by  the  early 
hunter,  l)Ut  disappeared  with  the  rapid  encroachments  of  the  .settlers'  clear- 
ini^s.'^' 

*A  clKi|)ttr  (k'votfd  lo  the  '*  ninl><  of  C1iautnti<|iin  Coniitj.  '  i)n  i)r»ri  (l  1»y  Johu  M.  iM-^ott,  now  of  Ni  w  Wluil- 
com,  W.isliiji^ton,  forjut  rly  of  Stnclairvillc,  w  hn  f<»r  many  yi.ars  inadc  a  special  ami  i»ractical  vtiuly  of  the  >n1)- 
j«  ct,  \\  '\\\  1)f  lonml  in  thi>4  vulunic,  ami  contains  a  comi»lcte  ami  accuytf  t,U'scri]>tii:n  of  ihe  winced  inhabitants 
of  our  county. 
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I'roin  tlie  shales  of  :1k*  Portage  .i^ronp  alono-  the  beds  of  several  streams 
and  at  various  jilaccs  in  Lake  Erie,  carbnretted  hydroo;en  issues  in  great 
quantities.  The  esca]>c  of  this  gas  is  indicated  by  bubbles  upon  the  surface. 
It  is  s. (iiicliiuc-s  acconi]  anied  b)"  petroleum.  The  gas  Inirns  with  a  white 
flame  tinged  with  yellow  aljove  and  blue  near  the  surface  of  the  burner.  It 
is  used  at  Frcdonia  and  Westfield  for  illuminating  the  villages.  This  gas  is 
evoh  cd  at  r>arcelona  and  \'an  liuren,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  a  short  dis- 
iance  below  Barcelona,  in  vSheridan,  and  on  the  west  branch  of  Canadaway 
creek.  I^ormt-rh"  Barcelona  light  house  was  lighted  with  gas  which  escapes 
in  that  N'icinitx'  from  a  spring  mentioned  in  an  earl\-  sur\-ey.  Since  the  light- 
house was  discoiitinued  the  \  illage  of  \\'estfield  has  been  supplied  from  this 
source. 

This  gas  escapes  most  profusely  from  the  bed  of  the  Canadawa\-  creek  at 
Fredonia.  \\\-  co|>y  from  ChiUrs  ''(lazetteer  and  Directory  :  The  use  of 
nacural  gas  at  FVedonia  was  begun  in  1S21,  when  experiments  were  made  to 
determine  its  illuminating  value  and  it  was  introduced  into  a  few  of  tlie 
public  places  and  the  hotel,  which  was  thus  illuminated  when  Lafayette 
jxissed  through  the  village.  This  gas  was  the  first  used  in  the  United  States^ 
and  the  gas  works  established  here  were  the  first  in  this  country.  The  spring 
first  discovered,  and  from  which  gas  was  first  used,  is  located  on  the  north 
l)ank  of  Canadaway  creek,  at  the  bridge  crossing  that  stream  on  Main  street. 
The  gas  escaped  at  various  places  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  when  the 
well  was  sunk  it  was  drawn  to  it.  The  gas  from  this  well,  sufiicient  for 
about  thirty  ])urners,  was  used  alone  until  i85<S,  when  another  well  was  sunk 
on  the  creek  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  village  by  Preston  Barmore,  the 
shaft  being  thirty  feet  deep,  six  feet  in  diameter  at  the  top  and  fourteen  feet 
at  the  bott<.>m,  v/ith  two  \-ertical  borings,  one  of  100  and  the  other  of  150  feet 
dejjth.  In  the  fall  of  1S5S  Elias  Forbes  purchased  a  half-interest  in  the 
well,  a  com]xuiy  was  formed,  and,  during  the  remainder  of  185S  and  in  i^S9 
about  2,000  cui)ic  feet  per  day  was  conducted  to  the  village  through  three 
miles  of  mains,  and  supplied  directly  from  the  well  to  the  stores.  During 
i<'^59  the  company  put  in  a  gas-receiver  of  12,000  cubic  feet  capacity  and 
supplied  ])rivate  houses.  In  the  fall* of  187 1  Alvah  Colburn  made  a  boring 
lor  gas  near  his  mill  with  a  view  to  supplying  fuel  for  generating  steam 
therelor  ;  l)ut  the  suppl\-  was  inadequate,  though  evolved  in  considerable 
quantity.  lie  ]>urchased  the  I>armore  interest  in  the  gas  company  and  con- 
nected his  Well  (which  is  1,200  feet  deep,)  with  the  comi)an\-\s  receiver. 
Pre\  !ous  to  the  opening  of  Colburn \s  well  the  sup])ly  of  gas  was  not  sulTi- 
cient  to  meet  the  demand  fc>r  it  in  the  winter,  and  the  deficiency  was  made 
up  l)y  gas  manufactured  from  coal. 

I>etween  Dunkirk  and  Ikircelona  along  the  beach  are  fornid  man\' curious 
concretional  f(»rms  that  ha\e  l>een  thrown  down  by  the  undermining  action. 
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of  tlic  waves.  Tlicy  arc  soiuctiiiics  two  or  three  feet  in  diaiiK  ter  and  not 
more  tlian  six  inclies  tliick,  and  are  often  called  turtle  stones  "  from  their 
resenil^lance  to  the  shell  of  a  turtle  or  tortoise  and  sometimes  sc])taria  " 
(from  se])tune  ])artition).  These  were  caused  by  the  dryinj^  of  the  mud  ])y 
the  sun,  which  produced  mud  cracks;  afterwards  these  cracks  were  fdled  with 
a  harder  material  so  that  when  the  hard  mass  became  worn  it  has  a  honey- 
comb appearance. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

AnORK;iXAL  RKMwVIXS. 

"  For  he  was  fresher  from  the  hand 

That  formed  of  earth  tlie  hmnan  face, 
And  to  tlie  elements  did  stand 

In  nearer  kindred  than  oijr  race." 

WHEN  man  first  made  his  apj-jcarauce  uj^on  this  continent  and  when 
he  first  became  an  occuj)ant  of  this  country  is  necessarily  a  sub- 
ject of  conjecture.  The  pioneers  found  our  country  an  unbroken 
Avilderncss.  Yet  often  Avhen  exploring  its  silent  depths,  where  forest  shadows 
hung  deepest  they  were  startled  at  tlie  disco\-ery  of  unmistakable  evidences 
of  its  having  been  anciently  inhabited  by  a  numerous  people.  Crowning  the 
brows  of  hiils  flanked  by  dark  ravine.*^,  along  the  shores  of  its  lakes  and 
streams,  in  its  valleys  at  numerous  points,  were  plain  traces  of  their  industry. 
Earthworks  or  fortifications  (mostly  circular),  mounds  bearing  marks  of  use 
by  fire,  and  pits  in  which  were  buried  mouldering  skeletons  ;  and,  later,  where 
forests  had  given  place  to  cultivated  fields  the  spade  and  plow  in  springtime 
made  strange  revelations  of  rude  elements  of  war  and  peace,  and  oftentimes 
the  crumbling  relics  of  an  ancient  burial  place.  Beyond  the  limits  of  the 
county  these  evidences  were  thickly  strewn.  Commencing  near  the  middle 
of  the  state  they  extended  westwardly.  In  the  valleys  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi these  earthworks  were  even  more  numeroush-  found  t)f  larger  dimen- 
sions, and  of  greater  auticpiity.  In  Mexico  and  Central  America  they  were 
older  still  and  more  imposing.  It  is  evident  that  once  there  must  have  dwelt 
upon  this  continent  during  a  long  period  of  time  a  numerous  and  industrious 
people. 

When  the  pioneers  first  came  to  Chautauqua  these  remains  were  more  dis- 
tinct than  now.  Yet  there  are  now  within  its  boundaries  many  conspicuous  and 
well  preserved  relics  of  the  past.  On  both  sides  of  the  valley  of  the  Cassadaga 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  along  the  valley  of  tlie  Conewango  until  it  leaves 
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the  state,  around  Chautauqua  lake,  in  the  western  and  lake  towns  they  are 
still  frequently  foimd.  They  are  bein;:>-  ;^^radually  obliterated  by  the  plow. 
It  often  hapix'us  that  jx-rsons  who  occupy  the  premises  where  tliese  remains 
exist  are  iii<lilTerent  to  their  preservation  and  permit  them  to  be  destroyed 
upon  the  sli.L.^htc^t  excuse.  They  are  little  aware  of  the  ^^rowiuj^;  interest  that 
is  bein,!L;  taken  in  anticpiities;  that  soon  these  relics  of  the  jjast  will  haN'e  far 
more  than  a  sentimental  \-alue,  and  that  a  little  later  these  persons  will  re- 
j^ret  tile  indifference  with  wliich  tlie\- consented  to  their  destruction.  Antici- 
patiui^^  the  disap|)earance  of  tliese  e\'i(lences  of  ancient  occupation,  and  with 
a  \  ie\v  of  ].reser\  int^  as  far  as  possible  a  correct  account  of  their  number, 
character  and  extent  fo'-  future  reference,  we  j^ive  a  detailed  descri|»tion  of 
tliem.  Many  of  these  remains  durin]^-  years  past  ha\'e  been  minuteh"  ex- 
amined 1)y  the  writer  in  compan\-  with  competent  persons  and  careful  surveys 
ha\'e  been  made.  Of  those  not  personally  inspected  we  describe  onl)'  those 
of  which  we  have  reliable  and  authentic  evidence. 

In  Sheridan,  near  where  the  Erie  railroad  crosses  the  hi<;hway  that  leads 
from  b'redouia  to  I'\>restville,  about  six  miles  from  Fredonia  upon  the  Xewell 
Gould  farm  at  an  early  day  was  plainly  to  be  seen  an  ancient  circular  fortifi- 
cation inclosiui^  about  three  acres.  It  presented  the  appearance  to  Mr.  Xew- 
ell Ciould,  an  intellii^ent  man  and  the  early  owner  of  the  premises,  as  having; 
once  been  a  clearing.  The  older  trees  walnut  and  chestnut  had  «^n-own  as 
trees  do  in  an  open  space  exposed  to  the  sun.  Their  branches  were  near  the 
ground,  the  trees  themselves  were  not  hi<;h  or  slim  but  broad,  while  tlie 
\  oun_i^er  ones  of  denser  <;rowth  <^rew  after  the  manner  of  trees  in  a  forest. 
The  older  trees  were  supposed  to  have  been  of  200  or  300  \ears'  growth. 
Their  roots  .^rew  on  the  surface,  showing  that  the  eartli  had  not  1)een  heaped 
about  them,  and  indicated  that  they  had  grown  after  the  em])ankment  was 
formed.  Around  this  area  were  numerous  shallow  pits  at  regular  intervals. 
These  in  e\  ery  instance  were  found  in  pairs.  About  fifty  years  ago  the  plow 
disclosed  great  quantities  of  Indian  arrows,  also  pestles  and  mortars.  The 
last  were  made  of  stones  not  connnon  to  the  localit\',  and  were  about  eighteen 
niches  square  and  smooth!)-  hollowed  out.  In  the  vicinity  nuuiy  human 
bones  had  l)een  brought  to  light.  At  one  time  Rev.  D.  S.  Steadnu\n  of  Vrc- 
donia,  and  at  another  Dr.  Aver\-  and  Prof  Griswold  of  Forestville  examined 
the  grounib  and  it  is  estimated,  a  hundred  skeletons  were  di>tur1)ed.  It  was 
said  that  a  cartload  of  the  exliumed  bones  were  jnitback  into  the  eivcavation. 
In  iS~o  I)r.  Annstrcng,  Professors  Sauford  and  Fradenburg  of  I'redonia  Xor- 
nuil  .school  and  others  examined  the  burial  place  about  sixty  rods  distant 
from  the  earthwork.  A  great  quantity  of  human  bones  were  found  buried 
witlini  a  space  measuring  tweh'e  by  twent\"  feet.  liones  of  ]>er.s(.)ns  of  both 
sexes  and  all  ages  were  indiscriminately  mingled  indicating  a  promiscu<->us 
burial.     A  jaw  wa>  found  which  as  .shown  by  Mie  teeth  belonged  to  a  child 
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of  not  more  tliaii  tour  years,  wliile  skulls  were  discowred  ])e]()ii;;in<^  to  mature 
and  e\'eu  old  individuals  and  lay  in  close  juxtaposition  t<>  the  slender  l)ones 
of*  women.  Not  more  than  I'lfteen  inehes  ofearlh  eo\erc(l  iheso  remains,  and 
the  lowest  hones  were  thirty  inehes  iVoni  the  surface.  The\  were  placed  in 
three  lasers  in  an  o]>eninj4  two  feet  s(iuare,  eij^ht  or  nine  skulls  were  found 
mingled  with  vertebra,  femur  and  humerus  bones.  These  remains  have  been 
several  times  described.  Samuel  A.  Hrown,  l^sq.,  in  a  lecture  delivered  in 
1S43  at  Jamest()wn  says  that  the  remains  of  two  or  three  ancient  forts  were 
then  to  be  seen  in  Sheridan,  the  one  above  described  he  mentioned  as  very 
larLiC  ^ 

Near  the  eastern  boundary  of  Fredonia,  not  far  from  the  Canadaway,  were 
the  remains  of  two  fortifications  a1)(.)Ut  So  rods  ai)art  extending-  from  l)ank  to 
l  ank  a  distance  of  about  two  hundred  feet  across  the  level  summit  of  a  ])iol.ur- 
csque  hill,  was  one  of  these  old  intrenchments,  in  front  of  which  were  once 
the  traces  of  a  lar^e  pit.  Near  these  remains  human  bones  and  Indian  relics 
have  occasionally  been  found.  Mr.  Hrown  says:  ''The  trench  and  embank- 
ment which  cut  ofl  about  an  acre  of  <;roun(l  are  still  ])lainlv  to  be  seeii,''  and 
that  a  tree  which  }^rew  upon  an  embanknu'Ut  showed  150  rini^sOf  ^^rowlh. 
rpon  the  beautiful  and  si^^dith'  eminence  of  one  of  these  ancient  works  Dr. 
A.  r.  Phillips  has  erected  a  ])leasant  residence  (once  occu])ied  by  his  brother, 
the  celebrated  sin^^er  IMiilip  Phillips)  which  is  called  I'ort  Mill  \'illa.''  In 
its  \  icinit\-  ];ottery  and  other  relics  have  been  found. 

In  Portland  besides  a  circular  earth  work  and  other  e\  idences  of  ancient 
occupation,  there  were  several  ancient  roadwa\  s.  Dr.  Ta\  lor  in  his  "  I  listorv 
of  Portland,"  says  :  *'  There  remains  an  old  fort  on  the  west  bank  of  Fav's 
creek,  on  the  central  part  of  lot  3<S,  T.  5.  The  main  or  north  I^rie  road,  runs 
through  the  northern  lx)rder,  leaving  but  the  ancient  wall  or  breastwork  at 
the  side  of  the  cai^riage  way,  the  balance  being  on  the  south  of  tlie  road,  and 
including  the  garden  and  a  part  of  the  dooryard  of  Mrs.  vSally  L.  Coon. 
'  It  was  a  heavy  earth  work,  slightly  ellijnical  in  form,  and  con- 

taining about  one  acre.  The  breastworks  have  been  so  often  subjected  to 
the  le\eling  influence  of  imjdements  of  husl)andr\-  thai  it  is  now  difficult  to 
determine  anything  definite  respecting  them.  A  large  n:aple  tree  in  the 
highwa\-  stands  upon  the  northern  wall.  \'arious  and  curious  s])ecimens  of 
earthen  and  stone  pi])es,  and  utensils  of  various  forms  ha\  e  bi  c-n  found  within 
and  around  the  walls.  Old  roadways  are  found  in  various 

places.  Three  of  these  no  doubt  have  an  anticpiity  cceval  with  the  old  fV)rt, 
while  those  nearer  the  lake  are  evidently  of  nu)rc  recent  (origin.  The  road 
leading  from  the  site  of  the  old  stone  school-house  on  the  old  F)rie  road  in  vS. 
Dist.  No.  3,  south  to  the  -*bot  of  the  hill  occupies  the  bed  of  an  old  road. 
Another  roadway  is  found  leading  from  near  the  residence  of  A.  B.  Post  on 
lot  4,  T.  5,  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the  creek  near  the  sawmill  of  Karl 
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P»ac()ii.  Anotiicr  i<  foniid  crossiiii^^  tlie  road  leadiiii^-  to  tlic  lake  Iroiii  tlie 
l)rick  flniroh  in  West  INjitland  on  lot  41,  T.  5,  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
intersecting;  one  in  the  east  border  of  Westfield  le.'idinj^^  from  tlie  main  or 
Ivrie  n>ad  on  lt>t  2'>,  T.  },  R.  14,  near])'  to  the  lake.  Railroad  exca\'alions 
made  it  e\-ident  that  tlic-^e  t\v«)  \ve!-e  artificial,  ( )ne  of  shorter  extent  is  seen 
nortliwest  of  Jhocton,  and  between  that  \-illa;^e  and  Hrocton  statit)n  on  the 
lhidk)ni^  farm.  ICxcasations  in  this  have  shown  a  bed  of  lariL;e  stones 
covered  de^|>;\  with  earth  and  _L;ra\e].  This  roadway  ran  nearly  dne  north 
and  south.  Aiiotlier  rovA  ran  fmm  a  point  on  the  sonth  road  a  few  rods  we^t 
ol"  the  former  ic-<idence  of  Timothx"  Jndson  on  lot  19,  T.  5,  north we.^terl\- 
aero>s  tlie  farm  of  W'iiliain  Ik'cker  and  parti)'  across  the  farm  of  J.  L.  Match. 

In  Westfield  near  tile  southeast  coi'ner  of  lot  iS,  townshi})  ran,i4e  14, 
was  a  \  er\  prominent  circular  eartliwork.  In  the  minutes  of  the  surv  ey 
made  ])\'  the  Holland  Land  Com])an\-,  of  the  line  between  lots  iS  and  13  this 
earthwork  is  noted  a>  an  "old  fort  plain  to  be  seen,"  and  is  sketched  with  a 
'\L;atewa\-. "  on  its  cast  side.  The  writer  excimined  it  in  iS(j2.  It  lies  at  the 
south.  boundai  \-  of  the  v  illage  of  We.stfield,  not  man)'  rods  from  the  west  line 
of  lot  1 N.  parti\'  within  .and  ])artl)'  without  the  corporation;  upon  lands  of 
CarlisK'  Hnrand  and  b'orest  IIoll)'.  Durand's  land  is  a  level  tract  that  many 
)'ears  beloi'c  had  been  clcired  but  not  culti\-aletl,  and  was  in  l.S(;2  .^ri^wn  U]) 
to  bru.sli  ;  there  the  end)ankment  was  lex  el,  wide  upon  its  to]),  and  con>])icnous 
and  unimpaired  for  twent)'  rods  or  more,  and  fr<Mn  two  to  three  feet  hiL;h. 
rpon  the  lands  of  Mr.  lloll)'  the  earthwork  extended  to  where  is  now  a  well- 
cidtivated  x  inex  ard.  Much  of  the  wa)'  the  bank  and  ditch  has  been  obliter- 
ated b)'  tlif  ])l(tw  )et  it  can  bj  traced  amou!^  the  t;ra])erows  some  distance. 
The  depression  once  the  ditch,  not withstandim^-  a  continuous  cnltiwation,  for 
a  consi<lera]);e  distance  was  two  feet  dee]).  The  longest  diameter  extended 
415  feet  north  and  south.  So  feet  upon  the  lands  of  Mr.  Durand.  Its  shortest 
diameter  measures  342  feet.  Two  and  three-fourths  acres  of  dr)'  i^raxelly 
land  is  included  within  its  walls.  There  is  nothin<4  to  show  that  the  site 
was  chosen  tor  its  defeusix  e  character,  for  the  land  around  it  is  lex'el  or  but 
slit^htlx-  undidatin;^-. 

Around,  the  beautiful  lakes  and  xdlla.'^^e  of  Cassad'i.^a  are  many  of  these 
ancient  ruins,  and  the)  liaxe  often  been  visited  l)y  the  writer.  A',  the  extremity 
of  the  ca])e  extendinj^^  from  the  southern  side  far  into  the  lower  of  these  lakes 
is  a  curious  mound.  Its  loni^est  diameter  is  about  seven  rods;  its  shortest 
five.  Itssunimit  is  about  txvelve  feet  above  the  lake,  and  is  al)out  ei.i;ht  feet 
above  the  low  neck  of  land  that  connects  it  with  the  liii^dier  and  wider  part 
of  the  cape.  It  seems  t<^  have  been  anciently  occu])ied  for  the  usual  relics 
have  been  lound  in  i^reat  abundance.  Stretch in<4'  across  this  cape  for  twenty 
rods  alon^  the  brink  of  the  plateau  that  rises  about  twelve  rods  in  the  rear  of 
this  mound  was  formerly  an  earthen  breastwork,  traces  of  which  were  visible 


A  IK  )1<  K  'r  I X  A  I,  R  I':.M  A I NS. 

ill  1S70  when  I  cxaiiiincd  it.  vStill  hirther  to  tlie  rear,  t  xtciuiiii^  iKarl y  iVoiii 
sln>rc  to  sliore,  was  an(.)tlicr  breastwork.  Scx'cral  acres  were  inc]v)sccl  h\-  these 
eartliworks  and  tlie  two  shores  of  tlie  lake.  In  tlie  \  iciiiity  imicli  i^f)tler\- 
and  many  stone  utensils  ha\-e  1)een  fonnd.  Xear  the  northern  shore  of  the 
lake  was  a  hiri^e  nionnd.  In  iSjo,  althoni^h  iVe'inent  ])!owini;  liad  rednred 
its  dimensions,  it  wa^  four  or  hvc  feet  hi_L;ii  and  three  or  fonr  rods  in 
diameter.  It  is  said  to  luue  been  tweh'e  feet  hi;^li  wlien  hrst  seen  with  forest 
trees  of  centuries'  L^rowth  standiiiL^  ujmmi  it.  This  mound  was  excaxated 
about  i^^22,  and  a  lar<;e  number  of  human  skeletons  exhumtd,  one  of  unusual 
si/.e.  Ivxtendin^i^-  in  a  northwesterly  direction  fr<»m  an  (.  xlensixe  fn\-bed  in  the 
nei_i;hl)orhoo(l  of  tlds  mound,  a  distance  of  sixt\-  rod^  or  more  on  llie  ea^t  si<le 
of  tlr.  lake  was  an  c-le\  ated  strip  of  land  as  wide  as  the  track  of  an  ordinar\- 
turnj'ike.  The  traces  of  this  ancient  road  are  still  \  isi])le.  At  wu  iou.s  oilier 
places  around  Cassada;^a  and  alon_L;  the  lake  were  rnc/irs  and  exten.>i\e  fire- 
beds  (»r  hearths  with  coal  and  ashes  buried  deep  in  the  L^round.  Skeletons 
have  been  exhnmed  in  many  ]~)laces,  and  arrows,  pottery  and  stone  imple- 
ments in  i^reat  ])rofusion. 

'i'he  first  j)ioneers  fonnd  at  .Sinclairx'ille  and  in  its  \-icinity  numerous  relics. 
Tlie  personal  o])ser\"ation  of  the  Writer,  as  well  as  hi>  knowledge  of  facts 
ac(piired  thr<JU,L;h  (jther  sources,  enables  him  to  ,L;i\e  a  detaile<l  and  coiixct 
descrij)tion  of  them,  as  he  has  resided  here  all  his  life.  W.  W.  Henderson, 
secretary  of  the  Chautauqua  Societ\-  of  Ilistorx'  and  Xaturai  vScience  from  its 
organization,  was  loni^^  a  resident  of  Sinclair\'ille,  and  is  able  to  \erify  the 
descrij/Lion.  .\ii  earthwork  extended  westerl\-  from  where  the  liaptist  church 
of  Sinclairville  now  stands  for  about  fort\  -fi\-e  rods  ])arallel  to  tlie  >teep  bank 
at  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  i)latean  upon  which  the  central  ]>ortion  of 
the  villa,i;e  is  situated,  and  about  two  and  onedialf  rods  distant  from  the  bank. 
This  was  plainly  visible  the  whole  distance  at  the  first  settlement.  The  first 
hi<;hwa\-  ill  the  village  once  ran  between  \.\\\^  work  and  this  stee]i  bank.  At 
some  ])oints  the  earthwork  was  so  near  to  it  as  to  force  the  travelled  track 
into  narrow  limits.  Xear  the  micldle  of  the  line  of  this  breastwork  and  a 
little  south  of  it  were  lar<.^e  (piantities  of  stone  that  had  been  charred  and 
crumbled  b\-  fire.  Tlie\'  were  covered  \)y  the  soil.  ( )n  aiKi  in  the  \'icinity 
of  the  hotel  garden  an  a])Uiidance  of  arrowheads  of  flint,  ornamented  pipes, 
hatchets  and  other  stone  instrnments  were  aiid  are  now  soiiietiiiies  found. 
Comniencin<^  011  the  east  side  of  Lester  .street  near  the  town  line  and 
runniii<;  thence  many  rod's  westerly  parallel  with  the  brink  of  the  declivity 
that  form  the  .south  Ixjundary  of  tliis  ])lateau,  and  about  three  rods  from  it 
was  a  similar  breastwork.  It  extended  westward  alon^-  the  brink  of  the  hill 
to  wet  j^round  where  it  faded  away.  The  principal  fortification  seemed  to  be 
situated  partly  between  the.se  embankments.  It  was  an  extensive  circular 
earthwork  liaving  a  trench  upon  the  outside.    It  enclosed  the  villaj^e  green 
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and  the  streets  and  lots  lyin<^^  adjacent  to  it.  It  crossed  Main  street  a  little 
east  of  the  hrick  store  of  R.  K.  Sheldon,  Lester  street  a  little  north  of  a  small 
rivniet,  and  south  of  the  Con^^rej^aticdial  church,  just  west  of  Lester  street,  was 
a  j^^atcwaw  Tlie  euil)anknR-nt  crossed  Kast  avenue  eij^ht  or  ten  rods  east  of 
the  villai^e  i;rcen,  passed  over  tli'e  s^te  of  the  Methodist  church,  crossed  Park 
street  to  a  point  south  of  the  I'aptist  church  and  continued  southerly  to 
Main  street.  The  little  brook  tliat  runs  from  the  sprin^j;-  a  little  distance 
northeast  of  the  .Methodist  church,  crossinj^-  Main  street  at  the  Reed  block,, 
passed  through  the  northern  portion  of  the  enclosure  of  this  ancient  fort. 
All  parts  ol'this  embankment  were  visible  when  the  >-illaj4e  was  first  settled, 
except  where  a  wet  and  le\el  place  in  its  northeastern  portion  crossed  Main 
street.  It  was  four  feet  hi^^h,  and  required  s(.)nie  labor  to  le\'el  it  for  the  con- 
struction of  Main  street.  Fullsized  niajile  trees  jj^rew  upon  all  these  earth- 
works. Close  by  the  villa.i^e,  upon  a  hi^h  bluft'  to  the  west  that  rises  pre- 
cipitousl\-  from  Mill  creek,  opposite  the  foot  of  Main  street  was  once  an  earth- 
work. It.  is  said  to  have  been  circular  with  an  excav  ation  or  ((u/ic  within  it 
from  twel\-e  to  fifteen  feet  deep  and  ei_i;ht  feet  across.  The  e.xcawition  and 
intreiichmeiit  have  disa)>peared,  and  froin  near  where  this  earthwork  (.)nce 
stood,  a  beautiful  prosj)ect  of  the  viIla,iL;e  and  surroundin*;'  hills  is  ol)tained. 

At  ether  points  in  Charlotte  were  ash  heaps,  ciu/ns,  and  other  e\-idences 
of  ancient  occujxition.  lietween  the  forks  of  a  small  stream  on  VA  53,  u]>on 
the  faria  of  John  Ames,  are  two  lar^e  a^hheaps  (\isited  b\-  the  writer  and 
Mr.  Ricliard  Reed  ;  )  the  lari^er,  42  feet  in  diameter,  liad  a  depth  of  three  feet 
of  burned  soil  and  >lones,  the  smaller  120  feet  ea.^t  of  the  other  was  2b  feet 
in  diameter.  In  ( lei  ry  these  remains  were  perhaps  more  numerous  than  in 
any  otiier  part  i;f  the  county.  In  that  town  one-half  :;nile  south  of  those  last 
described,  upon  tlie  eastern  portion  of  the  farm  of  (ieor!^e  Din^lex',  near  the 
east  line  of  lot  4S  were  man\'  dniii-s. 

( )ne-]ialf  mile  >outli  (jf  the  sou.thern  boundar\'  of  the  village  upon  lot  47, 
and  upon  lands  of  W.  L.  Ilan-ison  and  15.  \\  Deiinison  was  a  circular 
intreiielimeiit  eiielosiiiL;  several  acres,  within  or  near  which  _i^reat  numbers 
<m' skt.  letons  and  l  ude  iin plenients  of  stoue  were  found  at  man\-  diiVerent  times.. 

(  )i!e  hundred  i'eet  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  old  intrenchnient  is  still 
]>laini\  \isible.  The  old  Chautaucpui  road  ran  ea>t  ami  we.st  through  it. 
vSixiy  cr  sv\  ent\-  years  ai;o  as  man\-  as  fift\-  human  skeletons  were  disenterred 
iVom  two  'pits  not  far  apart  and  near  this  intrenchmei:.t.  The  bodies  seem  to 
ha\e  been  Iniried  at  the  same  time  and  were  thrown  to,L;ether  in  <;reat  con- 
fi!sion.  About  130  rods  northeast  wa->  an  ancient  burial-j^round  well  known 
to  tile  pioueeis  in  which  main'  bodies  seem  to  liax'e  been  regularly  interred, 
w^o  slii^htl)-  were  the  dead  sepultured  here,  that  while  the  _^'-roinid  was  still 
covered  with  woods,  skulls  and  other  bones  were  sometimes  discovered  ])artly 
at  tile  surface  of  the  <;round.     These  ^^rim  relics  awakened  the  superstitioiLS. 
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fancies  of  the  early  settlers,  and  are  said  to  have  given  rise  to  startling  stories 
of  ghosts  and  murdered  settlers.  About  forty  years  ago,  W.  W.  Henderson, 
the  writer,  and  others  were  present  when  twenty-five  skeletons  were  disin- 
terred. They  were  buried  regularly  in  a  sitting  posture  and  in  two  rows 
facing  each  other.  Their  place  of  burial  is  located  on  the  north  side  and 
some  distance  from  the  old  Chautauqua  road  on  lands  of  James  Cady  on  lot  47. 

Two  hundred  feet  east  of  this  old  intrenchment  upon  lot  47  in  (lerry,  sixty- 
five  feet  south  of  the  Old  Chautauqua  road,  where  a  grove  of  maple  trees 
until  lately  grew,  when  the  field  was  plowed  for  the  first  time,  in  a  low  mound 
were  discovered  a  great  quantity  of  human  bones.  This  mound  was  opened 
!^ray  25,  1887,  in  the  presence  of  tl;e  writer,  Richard  Reed,  Dr.  TVank  Smith, 
W.  J.  Dunihue  and  others.  It  was  twelve  feet  in  diameter  north  and  south, 
and  ten  feet  east  and  west.  Its  top  was  four  feet  above  the  ground  around 
it.  An  excavation  seems  to  have  been  made  from  two  to  fnir  feet  deep  into 
which  the  skeletons  were  promiscuously  thrown.  The  ground  in  which  they 
lay  was  a  loam  reasonably  dry  and  slightly  descending.  They  were  mingled 
without  order,  evidencing  the  haste  in  which  they  were  gatliered  to  their 
final  rest.  The  skulls  lay  mostly  on  the  outside  of  the  other  ])ones.  The 
thigh  and  hipbones  were  chiefly  in  the  center.  The  skulls  were  j^oorly  })re- 
served.  The  teeth  often  indicated  that  they  decayed  while  the  owner  was 
living.  These  bones  were  covered  with  not  more  tlian  eight  inches  (jf  earth, 
and  were  generally  so  preserved  as  to  indicate  that  not  many  centuries  had 
elapsed  since  they  were  buried.  Several  femurs  were  as  s(mnd  as  those  of  an 
articulated  skeleton.  The  skeletons  seemed  to  be  those  of  adults  of  both 
sexes,  and  the  bones  were  so  mingled  that  the  skeletons  could  not  be  counted. 
Dr.  Smith  carefully  selected  the  femur  bones  (over  one  hundred)  and  placed 
them  by  themselves.  From  their  number  there  is  no  doubt  that  more  than 
fifty  persons  had  been  buried.  No  arrows,  pottery  or  other  relics  were  found 
with  them,  save  the  tooth  of  some  large  animal  probably  moose  or  elk,  A 
pile  of  the  bones  was  photographed  by  \V.  J.  Dunihue  and  photographs  are 
now  in  the  possession  of  tlie  Buffalo  Historical  vSociety  and  Cliautauqua 
Society  of  History  and  Natural  vScience. 

Perhaps  the  best  preserved  of  these  ancient  earthworks  is  in  Crcrry,  one 
mile  and  one-half  northwest  of  the  last  described  remains  in  the  northeast 
pan  of  lot  38  and  northwest  part  of  lot  30  ;  the  line  between  the  lots  ]x\ssing 
tlirough  the  enclosure.  It  is  principally  on  tlie  farm  of  William  H.  Scott 
with  a  small  part  on  that  of  G.  Lane.  It  is  almost  entirely  in  the  woods  and 
has  ])een  undisturbed  by  the  plow.  It  has  been  surveyed  and  carefully 
\2xamined  by  the  writer  in  company  with  Cyrus  Tliomas,  H.  L.  Rex  iiolds  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Prof  S.  G.  Love  and  W.  W.  Henderson,  presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  Chautauqua  vSociety  of  History  and  Natural  vScience, 
R.  Reed,  J.  L.  Bugbee  and  others.    It  is  triangular  or  rather  kite-sliaped,  its 
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oastcni  and  western  sides  hi'iiiL;-  al)()iit  cqiial  in  length  ;  the  southern  side  is 
shorter  and  more  eur\ed.  The  fortification  is  distinct  and  ])]ain  t]ir(>n;.diont 
its  whole  extent,  e\ee]>t  where  tliere  are  apj>earances  of  orii^inal  openinj^s, 
and  a  few  rods  whicli  lia\'e  ]>'jen  plowed  n]X)n  the  eastern  side,  and  there 
traces  of  the  ditch  are  visihle.  The  toj)  of  the  earthen  wall  is  now  three 
feet  or  more  higher  in  ])laces  than  the  bottcjm  of  the  ditch.  h'roni  the  out- 
side of  the  ditch  to  tlie  inner  side  of  the  emhanknient  it  a\'era;4es  one  rod, 
two-thirds  of  this  width  occu])ied  by  the  embankment.  Tlie  stum])  of  a 
w]iit«.piiie  tree  four  feet  in  diameter  stands  directh'  in  the  western  ditch  near 
tile  noiili  iin.^le  of  the  earthwork.  This  tree  a]>])arentl\'  has  had  its  ,!L;rowth 
since  the  dileli  was  du_!^- ;  lour  hundred  annual  rin^^s  were  counted,  and  \  ears 
must  ha\  e  elap.^ed  since  it  ceased  to  <;-n>w.  I'pon  the  bank  aiul  in  the  ditch 
upon  tile  soutli  side  of  the  intrenchment  mau\'  trees  are  <4rowiu<4-.  A  pine 
trre  tluit  ^tood  there  upon  the  ])ank  aiul  had  been  IjIowu  o\  er  show  ed  from 
2  Y>  ^'^if'-4-^-     -"^  >mall  rix'ulet  runs  about  four  rods  from  the  north  aut^le 

of  the  iVn'l,  and  aJ)out  twc-nty  feet  lower  tlian  the  enclosure.  War  this  Is  a 
narrow  t)]-cinni^  in  the  walls  aj>parently  desi<^ned  for  access  to  the  brook. 
Another  ()j)enin^  ap]>ears  <»n  the  west  side  not  tar  iVom  the  southwest  an;^le. 
Tile  laud  i>  le\el  or  >li^htl\-  u.ndulatiuL;,  descending:;-  steeply  about  twent)' 
feet,  to  tile  ca>t  and  south  on  the  north  side,  and  risinj^-  to  the  west,  where, 
at  a  ilisLvUice  of  lu'e  rods  the  L>round  is  ten  feet  hii^her  than  the  embankment. 
Tile  aiea  of  t'le  entreuclnueut  is  le\-el,  beariui^'  a  _!L;rowth  of  maj)le  and  beech 
with  clR-rrw  cucumber  and  white  r.sh,  and  all  o\'er  it  are  the  deca\ed  relics 
of  an  old  pine  fore>t.  The  north  and  south  or  loiiL^est  diameter  of  this  w«)rk 
is  tweut\  -eiL;ht  ro!l>  and  its  area  about  two  acres.  .\t  the  center  <»f  this  fiu'ti- 
ficatiou  is  a  >inL^u]ar  bowl-sha|)ed  de])ression  four  rods  in  diameter,  at  its 
lowest  point  fi\e  feet  lower  than  the  adjacent  grounds.  Within  this  de})res- 
sion  no  trees  are  i^rowiuL;  except  three  beeches,  the  larL^est  not  over  iS  inches 
in  diameter.  Around  the  cavity  are  man\'  trees  of  larj^e  <;rowth.  As  \et 
there  has  been  disc<»\Lied  no  ashes  or  burned  stones  in  this  hollow,  or  the 
remains  of  palisades  in  the  walls  of  this  old  fort.  JSonie  })ottery  and  stone 
impleUKUts  ha\e  been  found  alon^-  its  eastern  1)order,  but  as  th.e  <.',round  in 
its  \  icinity  is  co\ered  with  woods  (liscox'eries  nui\'  >et  be  made.  'i'he  \-alue 
oi  this  <»ld  relic  is  a])preciated  b\'  Mr.  William  II.  Scott  the  owner  of  the 
laud.     While  in  his  possession  it  will  not  l)e  im])aired. 

( )n  land,s  of  U.  \\  Dcunison  a  little  north  of  the  middle  of  lot  46  in  (  ierr\-, 
and  about  22  rods  east  of  the  road  from  Sinclairville  to  Jamestown,  not  Lir 
Irom  a  little  rivulet  was  an  oval  earthwork  fifteen  or  twentv  rods  in  diameter 
coutainiu;^-  about  one  acre.  b\>rty  years  ai^o  five  or  six  rods  of  the  wall  was 
very  di.stincl:  and  the  remainder  easily  traced.  When  the  writer  saw  it  about 
five  rods  only  of  the  work  was  tracea])le.  On  lots  45  and  46  in  Oerry  are 
lari^e  ashheaj)s,  hearths  or  cinder  beds.    One  was  fully  examined  by  the 
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writer,  W.  \V.  Ikiiflcrsou,  John  P.  Pliclps  and  oLlicrs  in  May  1SS7.  It  is  on 
tlic  easterly  side  of  a  small  rivulet  of  cold  water  sujiplied  1)\'  sprin^i^s  and 
formerly  filled  with  trout  which  runs  from  lot  46  to  lot  4s.  This  ashhcaj^  is 
sixty  feet  south  of  the  center  of  the  road  running;-  between  these  lots.  The 
north  and  south  diameter  is  44  feet.  Its  west  s\(]v.  has  been  worn  away.  Its 
present  diameter  is  35  feet  east  and  west.  Its  ori^in.il  diameter  was  ])robably 
51  feet.  It  is  com])osed  of  dark  silicious  earth  thickh'  mixed  with  fragments 
of  i;ranite  boulders,  sometimes  alnur^t  forming-  a  solid  mass  of  tn-oken  stone. 
Most  of  these  stones  were  covered  with  thick  lampblack.  They  would 
s(»mctimes  crumble  when  crushed  in  the  hand,  showiuL;  the  effect  of  fire. 
Minified  with  these  stones  was  the  natiu'al  soil  which  is  very  sand\-  and  black. 
There  were  no  ashes,  onl\-  soot\'  stones  and  sand.  The  soil  around  this 
cinder-berl  was  yellow  sand\'  loam  upon  which  thickly  ^.^rew  lar,i;e  wliit(  jiiue 
trees,  'i'he  cinder-])ed  was  i^rassed  o\  er,  and  w  as  of  dark '--r  material  than  the 
adjacent  land.  Its  (orni  was  rounded  and  higher  than  the  land  around  it, 
and,  it  was  from  one  to  two  feet  dee]).  I'pon  it  stood  a  \  ei  y  lari^a'  white))inc 
stump  much  decayed,  of  a  tree  probably  five  feet  in  diameter  threi*  feel  from 
the  iL^round.  'i'hat  this  ])ine  commenced  its  _L;r<)wth  after  the  cinder-bed  was 
formed  was  evident.  The  deepest  ])art  of  the  bed  w  as  under  its  roots,  and 
the  best  s[)ecimens  of  burned  stones  were  found  beneath  it.  About  thirty 
rods  above  this  was  a  smaller  but  similar  hearth.  Twenty-fi\-e  rods  farther 
Uj)  the  ri\-ulet  was  another  cinder-bed  al)()Ut  c)ue  rod  in  diameter.  Many 
arrows  ha\-e  been  found  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  these  ashhea]>s. 

There  was  formerh'  an  earthwork  partly  on  lands  formerh'  owned  by  II. 
1).  (rates,  and  ])artly  on  lands  oi  Hiram  vSears,  on  lot  35  and  43.  The 
northern  boundar\'  was  about  fort\'  rods  south  of  the  north  line  of  these  lots. 
In  May  iSjS  no  part  of  it  was  visible.  It  is  said  to  have  been  oval  and  to 
lia\e  encompassed  seven  acres.  It  included  four  s])rin!:;s  within  its  circuit. 
When  first  seen  tlie  embankment  was  .said  to  have  been  in  j)laces  four  or  five 
feet  hi^h  with  ])ines  and  lar^e  oak  trees  (Ui  it.  An  ornamental  Indian  i>estle 
with  a  car\ed  head  upon  the  end  and  other  Indian  implements  ha\e  been 
found  here. 

At  the  village  of  (icrry  at  different  times  ancient  skeletons  have  been 
exhumed,  particularly  near  the  house  and  lot  of  vSiuKon  Steadman.  Mr. 
Henderson  and  myself  witnessed  the  disinterment  of  one  of  these  in  iSjrS. 
It  was  apjxarently  buried  in  a  sittinii^  posture. 

The  relics  in  Oerry  were  all  in  the  uplands  that  face  the  Cassada^^a  valley 
n])on  its  eastern  side.  Iiut  few  have  been  , found  upon  its  western  border 
cxccjU  on  lot  60  at  and  near  the  hamlet  of  Towerville  in  (icrry.  A  spur  of 
elevated  land  here  [)Uts  out  from  the  Kllery  hills  eastwardly  into  the  Cassada^^a 
valley..  To  the  south  of  this  lies  a  pleasant  valley  tlirou<^h  which  flows  a 
tributar}'  of  the  Cassadaga,  and  from  its  base  the  plain  that  borders  Cassadaga 
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creek  extends  eastward.    At  the  verge  of  this  promontory  are  some  of  the 
most  distinct  and  interesting^-  evidences  of  former  occnpation  to  be  fonnd  in 
the  connty.    These  relics  are  abont  two  miles  diredlly  sontheast  from  the 
ashheaps.    Thev  are  in  a  pleasant  j^rove  of  maple  trees  npon  lands  now  owned 
by  J.  K.  Almv,  and  dnrin<^  his  ownership  they  will  not  be  obliterated  or 
destroyed.    They  were  snrve\  ed  b\'  the  writer  and  ^Iv.  Richard  Recdof  vSin- 
clairville  in  1891.    At  least  fifty  feet  above  the  valley  and  enclosin^^  one- 
fonrth  of  an  acre  of  the  extreme  point  of  this  elevated  spnr  is  an  earthwork 
in  the  form  of  the  letter  C,  the  open  side  bein;^-  towards  the  east  brink  of  the 
promontorv  and  facing;  the  valley  of  the  Cassadaj^a.    This  steep  hi<»^h  bank 
.seems  {o  have  been  tluMij^ht  sufficient  to  afford  protecttion  for  that  side  of  this 
fortilk-il  s])aee,  as  there  are  no  si^ns  of  an  earthwork  alon<^  this  l)row  of  the 
eminence.     A  depression  on  the  land  extends  alon<^^  the  south  side,  and  a 
ravine  aloni;-  th.e  north  side  to  the  face  of  the  declivity.    To  the  west  the  land 
f^enth-  rises  for  a  Iohil;  distance.     The  embankment  exten(lin<^  aloni^  the 
delire^sio^ii   at  the  south   side  as   \-iewed  from   the  hij^h   land   across  the 
depression  is  a  conspicuous  objecl.     Here  for  70  feet  it  is  four  or  fi\-e  feet 
hi«^h.     The  remainder  of  the  way  alonj^^.the  west  side  for  150  feet,  with  the 
exception  of  30  feet  receutl\-  worn  awa\'  !)>'  the  jilow,  it  has  a  heij^ht  of  from 
two  to  four  feet.     Thus  far  a  well-marked  ditch  extends  around  the  outside 
at  some  points  three  feet  dee]).     At  ]>laces  on  the  inside  there  are  sli<;ht 
a[)pearauces  of  a  ditch.     I'or  64  feet  alon<^  the  north  side  of  the  enclosure 
the  ditch  and  wall  have  disappeared.    The  remainder  of  the  way  to  the  east 
bank  of  the  enclosure  (70  feet)  the  ditch  is  plain  to  be  seen.     A  cross  section 
at  one  point  showed  the  bank  to  have  been  13  feet  wide  and  three  feet  hi<(h, 
and  the  ditch  there  to  be  fi\e  feet  wide  and  two  feet  deep.    The  embank- 
ment is  usually  much  less  in  width.    The  enclosure  is  in  a  ij^rove  of  maple 
trees  amoui^-  which  some  pines  formerh-  .^rew.    A  pine  5  'i  feet  in  diameter 
and  o\er  200  iu  heij^ht  :L;rew  a  few  years  a<:;^o  without  the  enclosure  but 
]xirtl\-  within  the  diteh  near  its  southeastern  termination.    Trees  and  some 
old  ]>iue  stuuips  >laud  upon  the  bank  and  in  the  ditch.     One  old  deeayed 
stump  was  4  '    !eet  in  diauieter.     .\t  one  j^oint  within  the  enclosure  a  quantity 
of  red  earth,  burned  stone  and  small  fra<^ments  of  pottery  were  t'cnind  indi- 
cating- that  fires  had  been  kept  there.     At  anc:ther  ])oint  was  found  a  compa(5l 
aud  solid  bed   of  ancient  ashes  se\-eral  feet  across  and  se\-eral    inches  in 
thiekiu'ss.     The  lapse  of  tiiue  since  these  aslies  were  made  has  deprived  them 
of  all  alkaliu.e  (pudities.     Pieces  of  pottery  were  found  at  this  point  as  well 
as  others  within  the  earthwork.    The  pottery  is  made  of  clay  or  marl  and  is 
oi'  a  dark  re<ldi>h  color  smooth  within.    The  outside  is  sometimes  nicely  orna- 
mented and  a]>parently  moulded  in  some  kind  of  coarse  cloth,  fi)r  the  reliefs  run 
in  somewhat  rei^ular  lines  with  cross  depressions  u])on  the  s])ecimens  found. 
One  hundred  and  seventy  feet  to  the  southwest  across  the  depression  at  the 
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soulli  of  this  earthwork,  upon  ground  twelve  fec^.  liigher  and  close  to  the 
southern  brink  of  the  promontory,  is  a  small  perfectly  preserved  earthwork. 
Its  form  is  an  irregular  circle.  It  is  distinct  and  plain  the  whole  distance 
except  for  eighteen  feet  in  the  northwest  part  which  is  plainly  the  gateway. 
The  ditch  upon  the  outside  is  well-marked  and  in  places  deep.  The  embank- 
ment is  very  distinct  and  in  some  places  nearly  four  feet  high.  Trees  and 
large  decayed  stumps  stand  on  the  bank  and  in  the  ditch. 

A  little  over  100  rods  south  of  this  fort,  upon  a  level  place  partly  on  the 
farm  of  Halsey  Moon,  but  principally  on  that  of  S.  M.  Tower,  was  an  exten- 
sive circular  earthwork  22  rods  in  diameter  east  and  west  and  18  north  and 
south.  When  the  locality  was  first  settled  it  was  distinct  and  plain  in  its 
whole  circumference.  As  Mr.  Tower  saw  it  about  1850,  the  walls  in  some 
places  were  two  feet  high.  When  the  writer  visited  the  place  in  October 
1 891  there  were  a  few  faint  traces  of  it.  An  a])ple  tree  had  been  planted 
upon  one  small  remnant  of  the  wall  which  remained  unoblitcrated.  ICxtend- 
ing  to  the  west  of  this  earthwork  from  the  wet  springy  and  higher  land  across 
the  highway  to  the  west  in  r^llery  was  a  ditch  about  45  rods  long.  When 
Ivlr.  Tower  Hrst  saw  this  ditch  it  was  18  inches  or  two  feet  deep  and  visible 
the  whole  distance.  Now  there  is  visible  only  a  few  feet  of  the  ditch.  Proba- 
bly this  ditch  was  used  to  carry  water  into  this  fort. 

Between  the  two  forts  and  nearest  to  the  largest  is  a  singular  and  isolated 
knoll  of  oval  and  symmetrical  shape  20  rods  long,  15  wide  and  30  feet  high. 
It  is  a  natural  formation.  Around  it  and  in  and  around  these  earthworks 
have  been  found  relics  of  stone  and  pottery  also  caches  and  hearths.  Mr. 
Tower  has  a  variety  of  interesting  Indian  relics,  and  a  hard,  finely-shaped 
and  finished  stone  or  gorget  perforated  at  the  ends,  perhaps  intended  for  a 
neck  ornament. 

In  July  18S7,  W.  W.  Henderson,  Prof.  S.  O.  Love  and  the  writer  exam- 
ined an  artificial  nu)und  on  the  farm  of  L.  H.  Warner  in  Harmon)'  west  of 
the  road  leading  fro!n  Stowe  to  Ashville.  It  was  40  feet  long,  35  feet  wide, 
and  five  feet  high.  Not  far  from  this  mound,  ui)<)n  the  farm  of  A.  C.  (ireen 
in  Harmony,  a  Hint  knife,  a  ver\'  fine  piece  of  Indian  workmanshi}\  was  found 
a  few  years  ago.  It  was  lance-shaj)ed  at  both  ends,  12  inches  long,  3  inches 
wide,  and  \  inches  thick.  It  is  now  in  the  museum  of  the  Jamestown 
Union  School. 

On  the  east  side  of  Chautauqua  lake  are  many  aborifyinal  relics  which 
were  examined  by  the  writer  and  J.  L.  Bugbce  of  Stockton  in  October  1875. 
At  IvOng  Point  an  abundance  of  arrows  and  Indian  implements  were  found 
in  former  years.  At  Bemus  Point  near  the  cleared  fields  and  improvements 
that  were  undoubtedly  made  by  the  Senecas  before  the  settlement  of  the 
county  were  more  ancient  relics.  At  the  line  between  the  Felton  and  Hazel- 
tine  farms  and  east  of  the  lake  road  wife  an  artificial  mound  which  we 
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foniul  to  be  30  or  40  feet  across  and  four  or  five  feet  h'v^h,  Ei<<lity  feet  east 
of  this  was  another  mound  fully  as  large. 

At  Griffith's  Point  there  was  a  mound  in  a  level  meadow  about  60  rods 
east  of  the  Griffith  House  and  80  rods  from  the  lake.  We  found  this  mound 
35  feet  in  diameter  and  four  feet  higher  than  the  grassy  ground  around  it. 
In  the  meadow  land  southwest  of  this  mound  and  distant  about  100  feet  there 
had  been  a  larger  mound  which  had  been  quite  recently  removed.  A  few 
bones  were  found,  among  them  the  probable  skull  of  a  bear.  The  circular 
place  that  apparentl\-  was  occupied  by  the  moinid  was  sixty  feet  in  diameter 
when  Mr.  Ih.igbce  saw  it  a  few  )-cars  before  1S75,  and  was  twice  as  high  as  the 
first  mound.  West  of  the  most  westerly  of  these  mounds  a  drive  way 
then  extended  north  and  south  from  the  lake  road  to  the  Griffith  House. 
Ten  feet  west  of  this  drive  way  and  parallel  with  it  extended  a  belt  o(  land 
distinctly  liigher  than  the  land  on  each  side  of  it,  and  al)out  the  width  of  the 
ordinary  trjAelled  ]xirt  of  a  country  turnpike.  It  extended  unbroken  for 
about  25.  rods  towards  the  lake  road,  b'or  about  ten  rods  it  was  ol)scure  or 
indistinct  when  it  appeared  again  extending  as  before  towards  the  higher 
land  easterly  <>i  tin-  lake.  In  the  x'icinity  of  thesL-  mounds  and  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake  main'  arrows  ha\'e  been  found. 

A  little  distance  west  of  l'lu\'anna,  about  one-half  mile  from  the  lake 
within  the  bomnk  of  the  highwa)'  running  north  and  south  on  the  town  line 
between  Mllery  anil  ]{i!icott,  and  al)out  60  rofls  north  of  the  lake  r(~>ad,  on  the 
top  of  a  ridge  of  land  i.^  an  aboriginal  mound.  Part  of  it  has  l)een  moved 
awa\-  to  iiupr<i\e  the  roa;l.  There  man\'  human  bones  Ih'we  been  found.  It 
was  large  ai^l  C(»ns]<icuous.  Wh.en  examined  in  i<*"'75b\'  Mr.  lUigbee  and  the 
writer  it  was  ^5  feet  in  diameter  at  the  base,  ten  feet  high,  and  quite  flat  on 
to]>  where  it  w.is  25  feel  in  diameter.  liefore  it  was  disturbed  its  dimensions 
were  greater.  The  e\'idences  show  that  it  has  been  used  l)y  three  races  : 
First  ])y  the  aborigines  who  constructed  it.  .\  human  skeleton  an<l  two 
kni\es  bearing  hhench  inscriptions  which  had  been  buiied  there,  sh*)W  that 
it  was  us«.-(l  by  tlie  iMench  ;  and  the  bones  of  a  white  ])erson  show  that  it  was 
the  burial  ])lace  of  some  famil\'  subsecpient  to  the  settlement. 

In  Islington  at  different  ])laces  along  the  terrace  of  low  hills  bordering 
either  side  of  the  valle  v  of  Clear  creek  there  existed  at  the  hrst  settlement  of 
the  count),  and  still  exists  but  less  distinct,  the  remains  of  many  of  these 
circular  ei^elosares,  nc-ar  which  human  bones,  stone  implements,  and  other 
relics  have  been  ])lentit'idly  discovered,  .\bout  a  fourth  of  a  mile  from  the 
village  of  I-'llington,  upon  a  hill  a  hundred  feet  high  is  an  extensix'c  earth- 
work wliich  has  been  often  visited  and  often  described.  Dr.  bhederick  Lar- 
kni  ha-,  fully  described  it  in  hi^  book  entiiled  ''Ancient  Mlxu  in  Amerian.'' 
In  tins  toriification  and  its  \'icinit\'  an  abtnidance  of  human  bones  and  rude 
nnj>!cme!Us  an.d  in-trnnients  of  war  ha\-e  been  found. 
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At  Hrc\vsbiir<;  in  Carroll  on  the  south  side  of  I'Vcw's  run  near  where  John 
Frew  located  his  sawmill,  Mr.  Rncl  Jones  when  ^radin<;  i^round  for  his  dwell- 
in<^  uncovered  the  bones  of  several  persons,  which  seemed  to  be  interred  in  a 
sitting  position  ;  with  them  were  found  flint  arrowheads,  stone  l>ipes,  and 
two  stone  axes. 

In  Stockton,  in  Mina,  in  Arkwri^^iit,  in  French  Creek,  in  Poland,  in 
Jamestown,  alon<;  the  Cattarauj^us  creek  in  Planover,  at  Dewittville  and  Fen- 
tonville  are  evidences  of  ancient  occuj)ation.  Their  character  indicates  that 
their  authors  were  a  rude  and  uncultivated  ])eople.  Their  few  simple  imple- 
ments hardly  exceeded  in  variety  the  number  of  the  fmj^ers  of  the  hand. 
The  manner  in  which  they  buried  their  dead,  j^cnerally  in  cavities  or  pits  so 
shallow  that  the  ]>low  would  disturb  them  in  their  resting;-  ])laces,  shows  that 
they  had  not  ]»assed  bexond  the  sa\'a<^e  state  ;  much  less  had  they  reached  the 
<b\niit\-  that  would  entitle  them  lo  be  called  barbarians.  \\-t  a  study  of  their 
eharacli-r  as  c\-ideueed  by  their  remains  is  e\  en  moic  intereslin.!;- than  that  of 
a  ci\  iH/.ed  people.  In  the  neglected  study  of  the  sax  ai^e  races  more  is  to  be 
learned  of  the  real  nature  of  man  and  the  laws  that  have  iL;()\  erned  his  ascent 
from  a  primeval  brute  condition  than  the  consideration  of  his  conventional 
character  aecpiired  throui^h  civilization. 

Althou.i,di  the  ancient  remains  found  so  ])lentifully  in  this  county  are  but 
hmnble  memorials  of  the  past  compared  with  the  more  imposing;'  ruins  of 
other  countries,  still  they  are  iL;'enuine  relics  of  olden  times,  relics  of  the 
labors  of  htnnan  hands  done  centuries  a^-o.  We  can  not  but  feel  a  deep  and 
pleasino;-  interest  in  the  race  who  anciently  made  this  their  abidiu.i;-  place. 
The  lakes  and  hills  of  our  cotmty  we  must  remem1)er  were  as  lamiliarand  as 
dear  to  them  as  they  are  now  to  tis.  Whence  the}-  came,  how  lon<;  they 
remained,  what  fortunes  attended  their  existence,  we  may  not  surely  know. 
Yet  we  can  not  doubt  that  here  were  once  villa,L:;es,  rudely  cultivated  fields, 
and  the  burial  places  of  a  stranj^^e  and  primitive  people. 

"  Ihil  tliov  arc  i;f)m> 
Willi  tlicir  old  forest  wide  and  dec  j), 

And  wc  have  built  our  liouics  upon 
Fields  where  their  jjjenerations  sleep. 

Their  fountains  slake  our  thirst  at  noon 
Upon  their  fields  our  har\  est  wave  ; 

Our  lovers  woo  beneath  their  moon 
Then  let  us  spare  at  least  their  j^raves." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

ERIES. 

*'  Gather  him  to  his  grave  again, 
And  soleniiily  and  softly  lay 
Beneath  the  verdure  of  the  plain, 

The  warriors'  scattered  bones  away." 

THE  question  who  were  the  authors  of  these  ancient  remains  found  so 
numerously  in  this  county  presses  upon  us  for  an  answer.  Many  of  the 
bones  so  well  preserved  in  their  shallow  sepulchres  lead  us  to  believe 
(hat  not  many  centuries  have  ])assed  since  they  were  buried,  and  often  the  con- 
dition of"  the  hearths  and  ash  heaps  indicate  that  it  was  not  long  since  tlieir 
fires  liave  been  put  out,  while  other  remains  indicate  a  much  greater  antiquity. 
Some  of  the  arrows,  stone  axes  and  other  articles  have  a  ruder  finish,  and  seem 
the  implements  of  an  older  and  less  accomplished  race.  These  relics  are  not 
necessarily  the  creations  of  contemporaneous  people.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  man  was  here  when  the  great  glacier  that  once  overspread  this  region 
was  retiring  before  the  warmth  that  followed  the  Ice  period,  and  it  is  not 
w^holly  improbable  that  he  may  at  some  future  time  be  proved  to  have  existed 
in  our  county  at  the  close  of  the  Glacial  and  during  the  Champlain  periods 
along  witli  the  mastodon  and  elephant,  and  that  the  rude  implements  that 
man  ust^d  at  tliat  early  period  ihay  sometime  be  found  beneath  the  great 
terminal  moraine  bounding  the  lower  limits  of  the  great  glacier  which 
extended  near  the  southern  border  of  our  countw  It  is  n(jt  im])robable  that 
the  relics  found  liere  are  not  the  work  of  tlie  same  people,  but  of  succeeding 
generations  who  inhabited  this  sbil.  Who  were  the  authors  of  the  greater 
portion  and  more  recent  of  these  works  we  are  able  to  determine  to  a  reason- 
a])le  certaint\-  ])y  tlie  light  of  records  preserved  by  the  Jesuits,  wlio,  250  years 
ago,  traversed  the  wilds  Ijordering  the  great  lakes,  and  knowledge  obtained 
from  otlier  sources. 

r>efore  considering  this  ([uestion  we  will  briefly  describe  the  location  of 
the  various  tribes  that  composed  the  Huron-Iroouois  family  which  inhabited 
the  interior  ])ar:  of  tliis  continent  when  it  first  became  known  to  Kuroi)eans. 
This  family  was  composed  of  tlie  most  warlike  tribes  that  lived  in  North 
America.  They  j>ossessed  Ontario,  northern  Ohio,  nearly  all  of  New  York, 
the  greater  part  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  portion  of  Quebec,  a  compacl:  region 
of  wliich  Chautau(!ua  county  formed  a  part.    They  spoke  the  same  generic 
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ton<;ue  called  the  Wyandot.  The  affinity  between  their  languaj^cs,  their 
traditions,  and  the  light  which  history  has  thrown  npon  the  subjecl:,  prove 
their  ancestors  to  have  been  the  same  people  ;  that,  later,  as  their  numbers 
increased,  dissensions  arose,  the  hive  swarmed,  and  in  time  independent 
nations  were  the  result,  between  whom  bitter  feuds  existed  and  sava<;e  wars 
were  waj^ed.  The  Huron-Iroquois  were  <^reatly  superior  in  intellecft:,  courage 
■  and  military  skill  to  all  other  Indians  of  North  America.  They  dwelt  in 
permanent  villages  situated  in  defensible  positions,  and  rudely  fortified  with 
a  ditch  and  rows  of  palisades.  They  practised  agriculture  to  a  limited  extent, 
frequently  by  a  long  and  laborious  })rocess  of  burning  and  hacking  with  axes 
Oi*  stone,  cleared  extensive  tracts  of  land,  which  they  rudely  cultivated  with 
hoes  of  wood  and  bone.  The)'  raised  corn,  beans,  gourds,  pumpkins,  sun- 
flowers, hem])  and  tobacco.  Vvom  their  relative  suj)eriority  and  having  fixed 
places  of  abode  the\-  became  more  adx'anced  in  the  arts  of  life  than  the 
wandering  tril^es  of  North  America. 

Kntirely  surrounding  this  family  of  warlike  nations,  but  alwa\  s  shrinking 
before  their  fierce  valor,  were  a  greater  numl^er  of  independent  tribes  speak- 
ing in  languages  bearing  close  affinity  but  radically  different  from  the  Wyan- 
•dot.  This  affinity  of  languages,  and  the  general  resemblance  existing  in 
their  practices  and  customs,  has  caused  them  to  be  classed  under  the  general 
name  Algonquin.  They  were  usually  nomadic  in  their  habits,  subsisted 
more  by  hunting  and  fishing  and  less  by  cultivating  tiie  soil  than  the  Iluron- 
."Iroquois  ])eople.  To  this  race  belonged  the  Pequots,  Narragansetts  and 
Mohicans  of  New  England,  the  Delawares  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Miamis,  Illi- 
nois, and  Chi})pewas  of  the  West,  and  a  great  number  of  other  tribes  in  the 
•United  States  and  Canada.  Tlie  Shawnees  are  an  extreme  t>  j)e  of  this  race, 
representing  their  wandering  propensities  in  a  marked  degree.  I)e\ond  tlie 
tcrritorx-  of  the  Algoiupiins,  in  the  southern  and  western  portions  of  the 
United  »States,  were  other  tribes  and  races  s])eaking  languages  radically  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  Algonquins  or  Wyandot. 

The  Huron-Iroquois  family  were  sub-divided  into  several  independent  and 
formidable  nations.  The  Unions  dwelt  in  many  villages  upon  the  small 
peninsula  lying  between  the  Georgian  Bay  of  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Simcoe 
in  Ontario.  Near  to  and  south  of  the  Hurons  among  the  Blue  nu)untains  of 
•Canada  dwelt  the  Tobacco  nation.  South  of  these  nations  was  the  Neutral 
nation  or  Kahkwas  as  called  by  tlie  Senecas.  Their  territory  extended  120 
miles  along  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  I^rie,  and  across  Niagara  river  into 
New  York  as  far  east  as  the  western  limits  of  the  Iro(|uois.  They  dwelt  in 
forty  villages,  three  or  four  of  which  were  east  of  Niagara  river  and  Lake 
Erie.  One  was  located,  it  is  believed,  on  a  branch  of  Eighteen-mile  creek 
near  White\s  Corners  in  Erie  county.  The  Andastes  dwelt  upon  the  Lower 
vSu.squehanna.    But  the  most  famous  of  the  Huron-Iroquois  family  were  the 
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Iroquois  proper  or  Six  Nations  who  dwelt  in  New  York.  The  remaining" 
nieniber  of  the  family,  and  to  ns  the  most  interesting]^,  was  the  Eries  or  the 
Nation  of  the  Cat.  They  dwelt  east  and  south  of  Lake  Erie,  and  occupied 
northern  Ohio,  northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  southwestern  New  York  as 
far  east  as  Genesee  river  the  frontier  of  the  Senecas.  Tut  little  is  known 
concerning-  them.  Tliey  were  however  the  first  occupants  of  Chautauqua 
county  of  whicli  we  have  account. 

We  will  now  en(lea\-or  to  throw  some  li^^ht  upon  the  .  authors  of  the 
more  recent  eartliworks  and  other  remains  found  in  Chautauqua  coinitw  In 
i^i  S,  i!\e  years  hefore  the  Mayllower  landed  at  Plymoutli,  the  I'rench  led  by 
Cham])]aiii,  liad  traxersed  llie  wilderness  of  ()ntarii)  to  tlie  comitry  of  the 
Hur(»ns  on  I,:ike  Huron.  With  ChMmj)lain  there  came  from  iMance  mission- 
aries of  llie  order  of  St.  iManeis,  to  bear  the  ci'oss  tIn'(Hi'^h  ])athless  wilds 
ainoii'^-  tile  s.ixa-e  tribes  of  Am<.rlca.  In  1625  the  I'ranc^iseaus  \\'ere  followed 
by  t!K- Jesuits  wiio  soon  comiiieiiced  instructing-  the  tribes  of  tlie  North  and 
West,  an(l  ft.r  15^'  )  ears  labored  amoni^-  them  with  unbounded  zeal.  The 
Jesuits  auiiu:ill\  transmitter!  to  their  superiors  in  b'^rance  full  and  ca.reful 
report,^  of  tlieir  (loin^^s,  minute  descri})ti()ns  of  tlie  Indians,  their  manners  and 
ci.islo!us,  and  of  e\-e!its  trans] .irin,:;'  in  these  rem()te  rc-<;ions.  The  st.'iined  and 
wornieatcii  books  eoiitainiui;  these  re])orts  are  ])reser\'ed  in  Pal  is,  and  were 
ori'^in.iH)'  contained  in  fori}'  \-olumes  called  the  Relations  of  the  Jestiits/' 
Tliey  li(»ld  a  hi'L;;!  pkice  amon_L;  historians  as  antln^rity,  and  are  re<;arded  as 
authentic  and  t'/u^twortlu'. 

iMon:  tile  Kei:ition-,"  we  learn  that  the  Hurous,  with  whom  the  Jesuits 
first  laliond,  and  wli<>  inhabited  the  little  peninsula  in  Ontario  between  the 
Oeor^'an  bay,  ]/.\]:v  Simeoe,  and  v^ewin  ri\-er,  from  an  actnal  enumeration 
made  by  the  Jesuits  in  M)39hadi  ^^,2  \'il  la^'x-s  and  handets,  7(>< )  dwell  in  j^s,  .|., 000 
lamilies,  and  a  pMipulation  of  20,000.  We  ma\*  form  some  idea  of  the  ilensity 
With  w  liieli  tiieir  territor\'  was  poj:)nlated  when  we  miderstand  that  it  was  less 
in  extent  tluui  Chautj.uqu:i  c(jnut>'.  In  1660  LaMercier,  DuOuen,  and  other 
Jesuits  inform  us  that  tiieir  population  had  increased  to  30,000  or  35,000. 
J^Y.  T;ielie,  who  cb)sely  inspected  the  Htiron  country,  says  ''Tliat  the  ,s;Teater 
part  ot  it  seems  to  ha\-e  been  cleared  at  former  i)eriods,  and  almost  the  only 
]>kices  l)earin_i^  the  character  of  primitix'e  forests  are  the  low  i^romids.''  vSome 
ol  the  villages  were  fc-rtified,  most  of  them  were  not.  The  Jesuits  inform  us 
that  th.e  fortifiedi  ones  were  located  in  that  part  of  their  territory  inost  exposed 
to  tile  ;itt;icks  of  tlie  Iro(piois,  their  mortal  foes,  and  they  usualh'  selected  as 
a  site  lt»r  their  \  il!a_!2:es  some  commandini;'  |)Osition  fa\-orable  for  defence,  as 
tile  siiore  of  a  kike  or  a  point  of  lantl  embraced  between  a  stream  and  its 
branch.  Tliei!-  \ili.iL;es  consisted,  of  lon^'  houses  in  whicli  nian\'  families 
resiiled.  and  usuaih-  occup-ied  from  one  to  ten  acres,  ami  around  them  they 
would  dii^-  a  ditch,  tlirowin;^^  the  earth  inside,  in  which  they  would  }>lant 
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palisades  (made  of  a  proper  len,i;th  by  burning-  and  liackin*;)  a  little  distance 
apart,  sometimes  in  two  to  three  concentric  rows,  and  line  the  inside  to  a 
man's  hei*;ht  with  stron^;;^  bark.  Above  the  bark  they  often  constructed 
standinj^  places  for  the  defenders,  and  gutters  to  carry  water  to  stifle  fires 
kindled  by  their  assailants.  What  remains  of  the  old  eartliworks  in  Chau- 
tauqua county,  in  their  construction,  situation,  form  and  size  conform  to  the 
description  given  of  these  fortified  villages.  The  remains  of  ]\alisades  have 
not  been  discovered  in  these  old  earthworks  of  tliis  county  which  is  undoubt- 
edly due  to  the  perishable  character  of  the  tim])er  and  the  long  time  jxisscd 
since  the\*  were  constructed. 

As  we  ])roceed  we  will  discover  other  evideiK\"s  that  the  authors  of  these 
ancient  remains  in  all  respects  were  a  similar  people  to  the  Ilurous.  Park- 
man  informs  us  tliat  the  Huron  women  made  earthen  pots  for  cooking  until 
they  ol)tained  co}^]-)er  kettles  from  the  I'reucli.  They  wo\e  rush  mats  and 
s]^un  twine  from  hemp  of  which  the\'  made  nets  by  rolling  it  on  their  thigh.s. 
The\'  extracted  oil  from  fisli  and  suullowers,  ihe\-  ])oun(k(l  tlieir  corn  nith 
stone  pestles  in  w()oden  niortars,  used  stone  axes,  sj^c/ars  and  arrowheads,  and 
bone  fishhooks.  Tlieir  })ipes,  which  were  regarded  of  gr^al  iin]-)ortanee,  were 
made,  some  of  baked  ela\',  and  otlier^  of  \-;iriou^  kinds  of  stone  sometimes 
carwd  witli  skill.  All  of  these  articles  that  are  not  ])erishal)lc  we  fnid  in  tliis 
county  ])reeisel\"  as  described  where\'er  these  remains  are  founj.. 

r«ral>euf,  an  early  Jesuit,  wlio  resided  for  maiiy  years  among  llie  Huroiis, 
has  _i,i\en  a  full  account  of  their  burial  ceremonies  an^i  the  maniu  r  of  1  )urial. 
He  informs  us  that  the  Ilurons  first  laid  the  dead  bodies  ui)on  a  scaffold,  and 
sometimes  buried  them  in  tlie  earth,  but  that  was  ouIn-  a  tempor;iiy  dispo- 
sition. At  intervals  of  ten  or  twelve  \  ears  tlie\'  gatliend  their  dead,  reniowd 
the  flesh  remaining  upon  the  bones,  and  bm  ied  them  with  great  ceremonies 
l)articipated  in  by  all  the  nation.  He  witnessed  one  of  tliese  great  funerals 
in  1636  at  the  principal  Huron  town,  ( )>sossane,  on  Xottawassaga  bay.  They 
gathered  the  bones  and  cor|)ses  and  arranged  them  in  order  in  the  largest 
houses  of  their  different  villages  amid  weeping  and  howling  mourners,  who 
believed  the  souls  of  the  dead  resided  with  their  l)ones  until  this  general 
bv.rial.  I>rabeuf  thus  described  the  funeral  feast :  Tlie  march  of  the  Indians 
from  the  different  villages  through  the  dark  and  tangled  forest  to  the  place 
of  burial  at  Ossossane,  bearing  the  bones  of  their  kinsman  in  bundles  on  their 
shoulders  and  the  corj^ses  of  their  recent  dead  u])on  litters,  Ihhanting  wild 
dirges  as  they  slowly  filed  along  the  forest  trails.''  He  (leseribe<l  the  great 
concourse  tluu  assembled  from  the  different  villages  at  this 'principal  town  to 
participate  in  the  funeral  games:  It  filled  the  houses  to  overflowing,  and 
gathered  around  the  countless  camp  fires  that  illuminated  the  srrrounding 
woods.  The  ])lace  of  burial  was  in  a  large  ])it  dug  in  a  field  near  Ossossane. 
P>rabcuf  describes  the  weird  scene  that  occurred  when  the  funeral  gifts  and  the 
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bones  of  the  departed  were  beinj^  suspended  from  the  cross  poles  over  the 
grave;  the  frij^ditful  liorror  that  followed  when  a  bundle  of  bones  happened 
to  fall  before  its  time  into  the  pit  luustening  the  ceremonies  to  a  close  ;  the 
wild  outcry  as  the  aclors  frantically  discharged  the  bones  of  their  ancestors 
and  kinsmen  into  the  connnon  grave  to  fall  in  a  hideous  shower  around  the 
men  who  were  hastily  arranging  them  with  poles  in  their  final  restingplace  ; 
and  the  covering  of  the  bones  with  earth  and  stones  and  logs.  These  rites 
have  also  been  described  by  Charlevoix  and  other  Jesuits.  The  description 
by  Lafitan  is  illustrated  with  engravings.  Sixteen  bone-pits  have  been 
examined  in  the  Huron  country,  that  contained  from  600  to  1,200  skeletons 
of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  all  mingled  promiscuously. 

The  Jesuits  and  all  travellers  and  writers  familiar  with  the  subjecl  agree 
that  the  customs  of  all  the  Iluron-lroquois  nations  closel}'  resembled  each 
other.  Parkman  says  :  ''At  inter\als  of  ten  or  twelve  years,  the  Hurons, 
the  Neutrals,  and  other  kindred  tribes,  were  accustomed  to  collecl  the  bones 
of  their  dead,  and  deposit  them  with  great  ceremony  in  a  common  place  of 
burial.  The  whole  nation  was  sometimes  assembled  at  this  solemnity  ;  and 
hundreds  of  corpses,  brought  from  temi)orar\'  restingplaces,  were  inhumed  in 
a  capacious  pit.  Vvoin  tliis  hour  they  Ijelieved  that  the  immortality  of  their 
.souls  began.  The)-  took  wing,  as  some  affirmed,  in  the  shape  of  pigeons  ; 
while  the  greater  numlx-r  declared  that  they  journeyed  on  foot  and  in  their 
own  likeness  to  the  land  of  shades,  bearing  with  them  the  ghosts  of  wampum- 
belts,  bea\er-.skins,  ]x)ws,  arrows,  pipes,  kettles,  beads  and  rings  buried  with 
them  in  a  connnon  gra\'e."  Jh'yant  has  idealized  and  expressed  this  Ijelief 
of  the  Indians  in  the     Indian  (lirl's  Lament  for  her  Lo\'er  :  " 

*•  'Tuas  I  the  hroiderc*!  luocscn  made, 
That  shod  th^e  fur  that  distant  land  ; 
"Twas  I  tliy  bow  and  arrows  hiid 

IJeside  thy  still  cold  hand  , 
Thy  bow  in  many  a  battle  bent, 
'    •  Thy  arrows  nc\er  vaiidy  sent. 

"  With  wampum. belts  I  crossed  thy  breast, 
And  wrapjjed  thee  in  the  bison's  hide, 
An<naid  the  food  that  pleased  thee  best, 

In  plenty  by  thy  side, 
And  decked  thee  bravely,  as  became 
A  warrior  of  illustrious  name. 

,  -     .     *' Thou" rt  hap])y  now,  for  thou  ha.st  passed 

The  Ion.;.;  dark  journey  of  the  grave, 
And  in  the  land  of  light,  at  last. 

Hast  joine<l  the  good  and  brave  ; 
Amid  the  flushed  and  balmy  air, 
The  brave.st  and  the  loveliest  there. 
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"  Yet,  oft  to  thine  own  Indian  maid 

Even  there  thy  thouj^hts  will  earthward  stray, — 

To  her  who  sits  where  thou  wert  laid. 
And  weeps  the  liours  away  ; 

Yet  almost  can  her  j^rief  forj^et. 

To  think  that  thou  dost  love  her  yet." 

]\Iany  Indians,  we  are  told,  held  belief  in  a  s]^irit  world,  or  rather  Land  of 
Shades,  which  they  snpposed  existed  far  beyond  the  settin<:^  snn,  where,  in 
their  va.i^ne  inia^i^^inations,  perpetnal  snnmier  reij^^ncd,  and  the  nmsie  of  sinj^- 
in,i:  birds  was  alwa\'s  heard — a  ]ihantom  world  where  only  existed  the  a}~)]\ari- 
tions  of  nionntains  and  valleys,  forests  and  rivers.  The  deer,  the  antelo])e, 
the  bear  and  the  panther  were  its  inhabitants,  j^hosts  of  (lei)arted  and  once 
living;- creatures.  ''This  happy  rej^ion,''  they  believed,  "  was  peoj^led  with 
innumerable  swarms  of  spirits  who  a])plied  themselves  to  exercises  and  diver- 
sions according  as  their  fancies  led  them.  Some  of  them  were  jiitchint:^  the 
figure  of  a  quoit ;  others  were  tossing  the  shad()w  of  a  ball  ;  others  were 
breaking  the  apparition  of  a  horse  ;  and  multitudes  employed  themselves 
upon  ingenious  handicrafts  with  the  souls  of  de])arted  utensils.''  Xot  all 
their  dead  found  the  way  to  the  spirit  world.  lUabctif  says  :  ''As  the  spirits 
of  the  old  and  the  children  are  too  feeble  for  the  march  to  the  Land  of 
vShades,  they  are  forced  to  stay  behind,  lingering  near  their  earthly  villages, 
where  the  living  often  hear  the  shutting  of  their  invisible  cabin  doors,  and 
the  weak  voices  of  the  disembodied  children  driving  birds  from  their  corn 
fields.'' 

The  lories  undoubtedly  observed  the  same  burial  rites  f)bserved  b\'  their 
kindred,  the  Ilurons.''  In  their  habits  and  language  they  resemble  the 
Hurons.  They  were  probably  in  the  possession  of  our  county  at  the  advent 
of  Europeans  to  the  shores  of  this  continent.  Ragueneau,  the  Jesuit,  sa\'S 
they  were  there  in  164S  but  the  Jesuits  never  had  a  mission  among  them. 
Etienne  Brule,  Chamj^lain's  enterprising  interpreter,  is  said  to  have  visited 
them  in  161 5.  Le  Mercier  and  Ragueneau  frequently  refer  to  this  nation. 
The  latter  informs  us  that  its  name  is  derived  from  the  multitudes  of  wild- 
cats found  within  their  territory.  Tlie  Eries  were  noted  warriors,  fought 
with  poisoned  arrows,  and  were  long  a  terror  to  the  Iroquois.  They  were 
totally  destroyed  in  1656  in  a  great  war  with  the  Iroquois. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Eries,  no  Indians  inhr])ited  Chautauqua 
county  excej)t  small  bands  of  Senecas,  who  at  a  few  ])oints  on  Chantaucpia 
lake  and  on  the  Conewango  near  Pennsylvania  cultivated  small  tracts  of  land. 
It  is  consecpiently  quite  ])robal)le  that  theburi.d  ])laces  that  we  have  described, 
tlie  earthworks  last  const ru(i:1ed,  and  the  more  distinc^'t  remains  scattered  over 
the  county  were  the  works  of  the  Eries.  But  as  the  remains  exist  in  that 
part  of  the  Eries'  domains  nearest  to  the  Neutral  nation,  and  near  to  the 
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Andastes,  wlio  iiiliabited  Pennsylvania  east  of  the  Alle<^any  river,  there 
remains  a  little  d«>ubt  tliat  they  may  not  ha\-e  been  their  work.  Bnt,  as  these 
nations  were  all  nienilK-rs  of  the  Iluron-Iroonois  family,  there  remains  no 
d()ul)t  that  tliev  Were  the  work  of  a  \Vyandot-speakin<^  raee,  all  of  whom  had 
common  enstoms  Piid  s])<)ke  in  nearl\-  the  same  lanj^nai^e.  Three  hundred 
Years  seem>>  snfficieiit  to  measure  the  time  dnrinj^  which  the  bones  found 
ne;ir  Sinelaii  N  ille  and  in  Sheritlan  had  ])L'en  restin;^-  in  their  se]nilcher.  In 
1^)1  -:75  wars  aL;<>,  thr  ImcucIj  f()U!id  the  Ivries  established  south  of 

Lake  I'.rie.  .\  iVw  \  fars  lak-r  tlic  Jesuits  in  their  letters  and  re])orts  referred 
to  tiiem  if  tliex'  were  [Permanent  inhabitants  there.  It  is  not  difficult  t(,) 
be]ie\e  tliat  the  I'hie.-^  liad  l)eeii  ])Kmtiu_i4  themsel \-t;.^  U]>on  the  soil  whei-e  we 
find  iheni  lor  a  eeiitnry  and  mo:e  before  Cliamphiiii  leached  hake  Huron  in 

Tile  l>est  :uitiior!ties  re^^iird  tlie  niouiuK  of  the  west  to  be  nu)re  ancient 
than  tho.^e  in  Chautauijua  count)-.  The  <L;reat  mounds  of  the  Mississippi 
\'a]ie\-  are  bv-l'ewd  to  ha\-e  been  the  work  of  Indi:ins  called  Talie'^wi  or 
Allii^liewi  (ut)W  tile  Cher(»kees)'  a  little  further  ad\anced  out  of  barl)arism 
th.au  thei]-  kindred  and  not  tlie  work  of  a  \-anished  race.  Traditions  and  the 
few  fact-,  tliat  throw  li.L^lit  up(>n  the  subjecl  indic:itc  tluit  between  1200  and 
!  :;<>  ',  these-  ])eop!e  Were-  dri\eu  soutli  a  uuiiju  of  Alj^onquin  tribes  (amoii;^- 
theui  tile  Delawaies)  with  the  Huron-Iro([uois  ;  that  after  the  o\-erthrow  of 
tile  Alie_L;he\\:  tile  wide  re;^ion  south  of  the  Cireat  Lakes  was  thrown  open  to 
oceupauc\  by  the  c  >u  juei  iu«;-  nations;  that  the  Huron-Irotpiois,  then  one 
])eople,  sent  olf  lamilies  from  the  main  stock  U)  the  east  and  south,  and  the>', 
in  turn,  otheis  that  e\  eiituall\-  became  independent  nati(jns  ;  that  the  Hurons 
and  tlie  Moliawk>  were  the  oldot  of  these  nations,  and  that  the  ICries,  who 
had  miu^rat».d  south  of  Lake  ICrie,  were  oflshoots  of  the  Senecas,  the  Senecas 
beiiu^  a  yoau'^er  branch  oi  the  Iro(pi*ois  or  vSix  Xatious. 

These  e\  eiU>  mu>t  lia\  e  occurred  \on<^  before  the  League  of  the  Inxjuois, 
^\■hicll  was  formed,  accordui',;'  to  the  best  authorities,  l)efore  Columbus  dis- 
co\ered  Anieiica,  rendering;  it  (piite  certain  that  the  hhics,  at  least  durint^ 
all  this  time,  were  inhabitants  of  Lake  Iv.'ie,  and  conse(paently  the  authors 
<,»{  the  more  luoilern  of  the  earthworks,  hearths  and  burial  places  that  we  find 
in  the  c<'UUt\-.  Tliese  remains  that  we  have  described  nia\- not  luwe  been  the 
result  of  coutemporaue(jus  labor,  altliou;^h  the\-  ma\-  ha\-e  l)een  the  W(»rk  of 
the  same  race  ol  people.  Lon;^  iuter\'als  of  time,  a  century  or  more,  may 
ha\e  elapsed  between  their  earliest  lal)ors  and  the  works  last  constructed. 
Tlie  ashheaps  and  hearths  ma\'  lia\-e  been  old  sites  of  lom^  occui)ied  unfor- 
titied  \'iHa;^es,  a(>nidoned  f)r  ])alisaded  entrenchments  by  reason  of  the 
eiicioaclimeuts  au'l  inroads  of  the  Iro(pU)is  or  other  foe.  The  burialplaces 
naturall)  lol'owed  loni;-  after  the  construction  of  the  earthworks,  eonsecpientl)' 
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these  remains  l)eiii<^  the  successive  works  of  the  same  pe()i)le  may  not  rep- 
resent a  community  as  lar;;e  as  it  mii^lit  at  first  seem. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  Chautauqua  county  once  lived  a  nmnerous 
people.  Should  now  the  hand  of  labor  be  stayed  and  a  forest  be  ])crmitted 
to  rise  over  our  Inroad  j^reen  fields,  should  the  habitations  that  the  jK'oplc  of 
this  county  ha\-e  reared  1)e  allowed  to  fall  into  decay  for  j^oo  years,  tlie  rains 
to  descend,  the  frosts  and  snows  to  a>-sail,  how  dim  would  i)e  the  traces  of 
e\'en  our  industry,  e.\len^i\e  and  conspicuous  as  it  now  a])])ears.  The 
extent  and  character  of  these  ancient  remains,  the  utensils  of  w.\r  ;ind  peace 
that  the  plow  reveal,-,  the  character  of  the  burial  L;round>,  and  the  slrou:^r 
li,L;ht  that  history  <;enerally  throws  upon  the  su])ject,  lead>  me  to  tiK-  i),-iief 
that  3<>o  years  a_iL;o  «)r  nu)re,  u])on  the  hi^iher  lands  of  this  county  were  manv 
rudel)'  cultivated  fields,  numerous  villa_i;i"s  connected  b\-  footpaths  or  forest 
trails,  inhabited  b)-  a  x'ij^orous  and  warlike  ])eo])le,  with  lan,i;ua,L;es,  manners, 
customs  and  burial  rites  stron<;l}  resemblin<;  their  kindred  the  Hurons,  as  the 
Jesuits  found  them  in  the  15th  ceiitur)'  near  lyake  Huron. 

Of.  the  IIuron-Iro(piois  Indians  all  the  nati<nis  liave  become  extinct  exce-pt 
a  few  Hurons  or  Wyandols  and  the  Inxpiois  proj)er  or  Six  X.ilions.  'I'lie  lat- 
ter still  remain  in  undiminished  numi)ers  upon  the  re>ervatious  situated  in 
Chautau(pia  and  Cattarau,L;us  counties,  alom^  the  Alle,L;any  Ri\'. r,  the  reser- 
vations in  Hrie  and  Xiai^ara  c<MUities,  and  alon.i;-  (irand  ri\er  in  Canada. 
Their  histor\'  is  so  intimately  connected  witli  that  ((f  oui-  state  and  county  as 
to  require  a  more  ])articular  descri]>tion.  They  were  the  most  formidable 
members  of  the  Huron-Iro(piois  or  Wyandot  fimil\-.  They  excelled  all  others 
in  couraL;e  and  sai;acit\'.  They  were  the  most  intellii^ent  and  ad\  a]ice(l,  and 
also  the  most  lerri1)le  and  ferocious.  vSuch  was  their  eloquence  and  eue-ri^y 
of  character  and  the  extent  of  their  concpiest,  that  \'olne\  ,  the  b^ri^  nch  histo- 
rian, called  them  ''The  Romans  of  the  West.''  Park  ham  says:  "Tlie  Iro- 
(piois  were  the  Indians  of  Indians — a  thorou.L;h  sawi^e,  \et  a  finished  and 
develo])ed  savai^-e.  He  is  perhaps  an  exam])le  (^f  the  hi;^hest  ele\  ation  wliich 
man  can  rt'ach  without  emerL^in,^;  from  his  primitive  condition  of  the  hunter." 
The  Ircupiois  were  often  called  tlie  Five  Nations,  and,  after  the\-  were  joined 
1)\-  the  Tuscarorasin  1S12,  the  Six  Nations.  The\- called  themeselves  Ho-de- 
no-sau-nee,  or  People  of  the  Lon;^^  House.  Their  orii^inal  home  was  wholly 
in  New  York.  Their  territory  extended  through  the  stale  from  east  to  west 
from  the  Hudson  to  the  (icnesee  ri\'ers  in  the  following,  order  :  Mohawk, 
Oneida,  Ononda.i^a,  Cayuj^a,  Senecii.  The  fiercest  and  most  nunurous  of 
these  tribes  was  the  vSeneca.  The  Inxjuois  were  bound  toi^^ether  b\-  a  remark- 
able leai;ue,  which  was  the  secret  of  their  power  and  success.  They  consti- 
tued  a  confederacy,  in  some  respects  like  our  Federal  Union,  in  which  the 
nations  re})resented  states,  to  which  were  reserved  general  powers  of  control 
that  the  several  nations  exerci.sed  with  <,neat  inclependence  of  each  other^ 


64 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


while  certain  other  powers  were  yielded  to  the  confederacy  as  a  whole,  and 
were  faithfnllv  respected  and  preserved  by  all.  Their  Grand  Councils  were 
held  in  the  Loni,^  House  in  tlie  country  of  the  Ononda<i^as  by  a  congress  con- 
sisting of  fiftv  saclicms  ;  the  Moliawks  were  entitled  to  nine  representatives, 
the  Oneidas  nine,  the  Onondagas  fourteen,  the  Cayugas  ten,  and  tlie  Scnecas 
eight.  Thc'V  had  some  very  curious  customs  respecting  their  methods  of  life 
and  regukitions  in  tlic  aduiinistration  of  their  affairs  which  seem  to  exliibit 
unusual  wixlom,  and  ccutrihuled  in  a  remarkable  degree  to  ])erpetuate  their 
union  and  make  thcui  ])«>werful  and  formidable.  It  is  not  likel\-  that  tliis 
singulai'  s\  stem  was  the  iu\-eution  of  their  wise  nu'U,  1>ut  was  a  condition  or 
natural  growth  resulting  from  the  laws  that  govern  a  juimitive  ]K-o])le. 

We  canuc't  ]>etter  illustrate  their  ])olitical  and  social  s\  stem  than  to  cpiote 
from  a  celebrated  author  :  ''In  eich  nation  there  were  eight  tribes,  which 
were  arranged  in  two  divisicms,  aiul  named  as  follows:    (Wolf,  liear,  Beaver,. 
Turtle,)  ( Deer,  vSnipe,  Heron,  Haw  k.)    The  division  of  the  j^eople  of  each 
nation  into  eight  tribes,  whether  pre-existing,  or  perfected  at  the  establish-- 
ment  of  the  confederacy-,  (lid  not  terminate  in  its  object  with  the  nation  itself 
It  ])ecame  the  uu  ans  of  effecting  the  most  }K-rfect  union  of  se])arate  nations 
e\'er  devised  b\-  the  wit  of  man.     In  effect  the  Wolf  tribe  was  divided  into, 
five  ]>art^,  and  oue-fifth  of  it  ])laced  in  each  of  the  fi\'e  nations.    The  remain-- 
ing  tribes  were  subjected  to  the  same  division  and  distri])\Uion,  thus  giving 
to  each  nation  the  eight  tribes,  and  making  in  their  separate  state  fort)' 
tribes  in  the  couIVmU  racw     Between  those  of  the  same  name — or,  in  otlier 
words,  be  tween  the  se]>arate  parts  of  eaeli  tribe,  theie  existed  a  tie  of  brother- 
hood which   linked   the   nations   together   with    indissoluble   bonds.  The 
Mohaw  k  of  the  r.ea\  er  tribe  recognized  the  Senecas  of  the  I>ea\  er  tribe  as 
lii^  brother,  and  they  were  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity.. 
In  like  luann^-r  the  (  )neida  of  the  Turtle  or  other  tribe  received  the  Ca\  uga 
or  Onondaga  of  tile  same  tribe  as  a  brother  and  with  a  frateriud  welcome.. 
This  cross-relalion>hi])  l)etween  the  tribes  of  the  same  name,  and  which  was 
stronger  if  |>ossi])k-  than  the  chain  of  brotherhood  l)etween  the  several  tribes, 
of  the  same  i'atit>n,  is  still  ])reserved  in  all  its  original  strength.     It  doubtless 
furnishes  the  chief  reason  of  the  tenaclity  with  which  the  fragments  of  the  old 
confederac)'  still  cling  together.     If  either  of  the  I"i\X'  Nations  had  wished 
to  east  olT  the  aliianee,  it  must  also  ha\-e  broken  the  ])ond  of  brotherhood. 
Had  tlie  nations  hdlen  into  eollision  it  would  ha\'e  turned  Hawk  tribe  against 
Hawk  tribe,  IKron  .igaiiist  Heron,  in  a  word  brother  against  brothc-r.  The 
hi.stor\-  of  tlK'  I  ^HU■no-^.MnK■e  exhibits  the  wisdom  of  these  organic  ])ro\  ision>  ; 
for  the\'  ucw  r  k  ll  into  .marehy  during  the  long  ])eriod  which  the  league  sub- 
sisted ;  nor  e\en  a])pro\imated   to  a  dissolution  of  the  confederacN'  from 
interna.l  disorders.     The  confederacy  was  in  effecl  a  le*aguc  of  tribes.  With 
the  tie  of  kind.red  as  its  princii«al  union,  the  whole  race  was  interwo\-en  into 
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one  threat  family  coiiiposcd  of  tribes  in  its  first  snb-divisioii  (for  tlic  nations 
were  connterparts  of  each  otlicr) ;  and  the  tribes  tlieniselves,  in  tlieir  sub- 
divisions, composed  parts  ot  many  lionseliolds.  Witliout  tliose  close  inter- 
relations, restin<^  as  many  of  them  do  upon  the  strong;  im])ulses  of  nature,  a 
mere  alliance  between  the  Iroquois  nations  would  ha\  e  been  feeble  aiul  transi- 
tor\'.  In  this  manner  was  constructed  tlie  Tribal  LeaL^ue  of  the-  IIo»U  no- 
sauee  ;  in  itself,  an  exlraordinar\*  specimen  of  Indian  le_L:islalion.  vSimple  in 
its  foundation  upon  the  family  relationshi]) ;  effective  in  the  laslinj:;  vi.^or 
inherent  in  the  ties  of  kindred  ;  and  jKM'fect  in  its  success  in  ac]i)e\  ini^  a  last- 
in_u^  and  harmonious  union  of  the  nations  ;  it  fornrs  an  enduriniL;  monument 
to  that  proud  and  jiroL^ressive  race  who  reared  under  its  ])rotL'c~tion  a  wide- 
spread Indian  soverei<;nty.  All  the  institutions  of  the  InKjUois  have  rei;ard 
to  the  division  to  the  people  into  tribes.  Ori.!L;inall\-,  with  reference  to 
marria<L;e,  the  Wolf,  IJear,  lieaver  and  Turtle  tribes  were  brothers  to  each 
other  and  cousins  to  the  remainin^^  four.  They  were  not  allowed  to  inter- 
marr\'.  The  op|iosite  four  tribes  were  also  brothers  to  each  other,  and  cousins 
to  the  first  four,  and  were  also  prohibited  from  int'*rmarr\■in_lL,^  hjther  of  the 
first  four  tribes  however  could  intermarry  with  either  ()\  the  last  four;  thus 
Hawk  could  intermarry  with  I»ear  or  I»ea\er,  Heron  with  Turtle,  but  not 
r»eaver  and  Turtle  nor  Deer  and  Deer.  \VlK)e\er  violated  these  laws  of 
marriaj^e  incurred  the  deepest  detestation  and  (lisL;race.  In  ])roeess  <»f  time 
liowever  the  ri^^or  of  the  system  was  relaxed,  until  finall)-  the  ]>rohibition 
was  confined  to  the  tribe  of  the  individual,  which  amon;^^  the  residue  of  the 
Iro(juois  is  still  religiously  obser\  ed.  They  can  now  marr\-  into  any  tri])i  but 
their  own.  lender  the  ori<i^inal  as  well  as  modern  re<^ulation,  the  husband 
and  wife  were  of  dilTerent  tribes.  The  children  always  followed  the  tribe  of 
the  mother." 

The  wisdom  of  this  social  and  political  ori^anization  of  the  Iroquois  made 
them  the  stroni^est  of  Indian  nations  and  the  <^reatest  conquerers.  School- 
craft says  :  ''Atone  period  we  hear  the  sound  of  their  warcry  aloni^  the 
vStraits  of  St.  Tvlary's  and  at  the  foot  of  Lake  vSu])erior.  At  another,  under 
tlie  walls  of  Quebec,  where  they  finalh"  defeated  the  Ilurons  under  the  eves 
of  the  French.  They  put  out  the  fires  of  the  Kahkwas  ( Neutrals)  and  lories. 
The>"  eradicated  the  Susciuehannocks  ( Andastes. )  They  ])laced  the  Lena])es, 
the  Xan.ticokcs  and  the  Minesees  under  the  yoke  of  subjection.  The\-  ])Ut 
the  Metoaks  and  M.-inhattans  under  tribute.  The\-  s])r(  ad  the  terr(»r  of  their 
arms  over  all  New  bhi'^land.  The\'  traversed  the  whole  len^^tli  of  the 
A))palachian  chain,  and  decended  like  the  enra,!L;ed  \:i;;-isho  and  nu'^alonx  x 
on  the  Cherokees  and  Catawbas.  vSmith  encoiintered  their  warriors  in  the 
settlement  of  Virj^inia,  and  La  Salle  on  the  discovery  of  Illinoi.s."  Such  was 
the  prowess  of  the  Iroquois. 

When  in  1634,  the  first  mission  was  established  by  the  Jesuits  amon<^  the 


66 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


Hurons,  tlicv  found  them  and  their  kinsmen,  the  Iroquois,  implacable  foes, 
and  en^^a^^^ed  in  a  fierce  war  that  had  then  been  \va<^ed  between  them 
for  manv  vears.  This  war  continued  dnrini(  the  residence  of  the  Jesuits 
amon<;  the  Hurons,  with  success  oftenest,  but  not  always,  in  favor  of  the 
Iroquois,  until  164S,  when  a  war  party  of  the  Iroquois  surprised  and  burned 
two  fortified  Huron  towns,  takinji;-  prisoners  or  massacrein<;  all  their  inhabi- 
tants. The  niL\t  >ear  one  thousand  Iroquois  warriors  entered  the  heart  of 
the  Huron  country  undiscovered,  and  indicted  a  terrible  ])low  upon  the  Hurons. 
Tliev  burned  two  more  fortified  towns,  and  massacred  their  inhabitants  and 
tile  hVeiuh  missionaries  residin^i;  there.  They  were  finally  driven  back  by 
the  fierce  valor  of  the  Hurons,  ])ut  not  until  they  had  inflicted  a  fatal  blow  upon 
them.  The  Hurons  now  abandoned  their  \'illa«^es,  scattered  themselves  in 
man\'  directions,  and  thereafter  ceased  to  exist  as  a  nation.* 

Alth.ou^h  the  Neutral  nation  wa<;ed  a  fierce  war  aj^ainst  the  ''Nation  of 
Fire,"  who  dwelt  in  Michij^an  in  thirty  villaj^^es,  it  maintained  a  strict 
neutralilN'  between  the  Hurons  and  Inxpiois  duriui;-  these  wars.t  This  did 
not  sa\-e  it  however  Worn  the  fierce  Iroquois.  In  1650  the  latter  commenced 
a  savaj^e  war  upon  the  Neutrals  and  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  they  took 
one  of  their  chief  towns,  in  which  were  sixteen  hundred  men,  l)esides  women 
and  chihlreii.  In  1^51  tlie\-  captured  another  town,  butchering  and  leadin<;- 
into  ca])ti\it\'  i^reat  numbers  of  the  Neutrals,  and  dri\in_t;  the  remainder 
from  their  \  i]la_L;es  and  cornfields  into  the  forests  where  thousands  ])erisht.Hl. 
'i'he  de>truction  of  the  Neutrals  was  so  threat  in  this  cruel  war  as  to  extirpate 
tliem  as  a  nation.  Tlie  scene  of  their  final  ox'erthrow  is  belie\'ed  to 
have  been  near  lUilTalo. 

With  the  destruction  of  the  Huron  and  Neutral  nations  the  Irocpiois  did 
not  rest.  The  lu'ies  wliose  dominions  extended  aloni;'  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  ICrie  including  Chautauqua  county  next  fell  victims  to  their  sava<4e 
fur)-.  The  accounts  of  this  war  are  thus  <i^i\'en  in  the  ''Relations''  of  the 
Jesuits  Le  Mo\  iie,  Le  Mercier,  I)u  Oueii,  Chaumonot  and  Dablon.  "The 
lories  had  sent  a  deputation  of  thirty  of  their  principal  men  to  the  vSenecas 
to  confirm  a  treaty  of  ])eace.  A  »Seneca  happened  to  be  killed  in  a  casual 
(juarrel  with  one  of  the  Kries,  whereujwn  the  vSenecas  rose  up  and  murdered 
the  thirty  ambassaclors.  A  war  ensued.  A  fauK^us  ( )n()nda<^a  chief  was 
ca])tured  by  the  I{ries,  who  resolved  to  j^ive  him  to  the  sister  of  one  of  the 
murdered  ambassadors.  The  sister  by  the  Indian  law  had  it  in  her  choice  to 
reeeive  him  as  her  brother  or  to  Ciiuse  him  to  l)e  ])Ut  to  death.  vShe  choose 
the  latter  against  the  remonstrances  of  her  people  who  feared  the  conse- 

*  •  It  suii^in  North  Aiiu  i  ica.  "  v  i  !<>  v-- 

)  I,a->1  sminiu  r  .',<«M  \varri(jrs  c.f  iht-  Ntiitcr  nation  attacked  a  town  of  tin.-  Nation  of  l-irt-,  vv«.  ll  fortitu  *! 
with  a  i>ali->  hIc  ami  <!i  ft  ii<li<!  by  •>•>•<  warriors,  Thi  v  t<x,»k  it  after  a  srij^c  of  ti-n  days  ;  killt-d  jnany  and  made 
s<«,  ])i  iv,,n.  rs,  nun,  woincii  and  children.  Alter  linrnin;;  seventy  of  the  best  warriors,  they  jnit  out  the  e\  es  of 
the  old  nu  n,  cut  away  their  li])>  and  left  tlieni  to  dra^  out  a  miserable  existence.  Ikhold  the  scourge  that  i.H 
ileiKji.ulatiiiv;  all  thi-,  country  ••     /{,  htti»u  ilf,  Hurons.  lM>4.  ^S. 
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quences.  The  chief  was  bound  to  the  stake  and  burned.  The  wliole  Iro- 
quois confederacy  prepared  tlieniselves  for  reven<^e. 

In  1656  from  1,200  to  1,800  Iroquois  warriors  moved  into  the  territory  of 
tlie  Eries,  who  withdrew  at  tlieir  a])proach  witli  tiieir  women  and  children. 
The  wliole  of  tliis  fierce  horde  of  Irocjuois  embarked  in  canoes  upon  Lake 
Erie  and  coasted  alon<^  the  shore  of  Chautauqua.  A  more  wild  and  savaj^e 
scene  cannot  well  be  ima<;ined  than  this  ferocious  <;atherin,i;  of  barbarians  as 
thev  jiroceedcd  on  this  bloody  expedition  of  reveu<;i'.  They  found  ihe  ICries 
j^athered  in  a  fortified  i)()sition  the  location  of  which  is  now  unkno\\'n.  They 
approached  the  Erie  fort,  and  two  of  their  chiefs,  dressed  like  Frenchmen, 
advanced  and  called  on  those  within  to  surrender.  One  of  them  had  lately 
been  baptised  by  Le  Moyne  ;  and  he  shouted  to  the  Eries,  that  if  they  did 
not  yield  in  time  they  were  all  dead  men,  for  the  Master  of  Life  was  on  the 
side  of  t]ie  Iroquois.  The  Eries  answered  with  yells  of  derision.  ''Who  is 
this  master  of  your  lives?''  they  cried  ;  ''our  hatchets  aiul  our  ri.i^ht  arms  are 
the  masters  of  ours.''  The  Irocpiois  rushed  to  the  assault,  ])Ut  were  first  re- 
pelled by  the  poisoned  arrows  of  the  Eries.  They  renewed  the  assault  with 
such  savaj^e  fury  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  the  fort,  usinj,;  their  canoes  as 
shields  and  scalinjj^  ladders.  A  slauji^hter  so  terrible  ensued  as  to  wholly 
destroy  the  ICries.  The  Senecas  have  a  tradition  that  the  nij^^lit  after  the 
])attle  the  forest  was  lighted  up  by  more  than,  one  thousand  fires  at  each  of 
which  an  Erie  was  burnini;  at  the  stake  alive.  All  accoinits  aq;ree  that  the 
warriors  of  the  Eries  in  this  last  des])erate  stru<;<^le  were  mostly  slain,  and 
the  women  and  children  driven  from  the  villaj^es  into  the  forest  where  <;reat 
multitudes  perished.  The  Iroquois  loss  was  also  very  threat.  This  battle  it 
is  i)robable  occurred  somewhere  in  northern  Ohio,  northwestern  Pennsyl- 
vania, possibly  in  western  New  York.  In  the  latter  case  it  would  most  likely 
have  occurred  in  Chautauqua  county  at  some  point  easily  accessible  from  the 
lake.  As  this  event  took  place  in  1656,  and  as  the  fields  and  villages  of  the 
Eries  in  this  county  were-nearest  to  the  Iroquois,  it  ma\-  ha\e  happened  that 
the  possessions  of  the  Eries  in  Chautauqua  county  were  abandoned  in  that 
year,  and  that  the  principal  remains  we  find  so  plentifully  scattered  over 
our  county  are  the  relics  of  their  last  occupation,  and  that  upf)n  the  dissolution 
of  the  Eries  the  forest  bc^^an  to  spread  attain  its  dark  shadows  above  them. 

The  Irofpiois  next  made  war  upon  the  Andastes,  who  resided  on  the  vSus- 
quehanna  and  were  the  last  of  the  Iluroii-Inxiuois  or  W\  and(;t  famih*  that 
remained  unconquered.  The  Andastes  made  a  brave  and  stubborn  resistance, 
but  were  oblij^ed  to  yield  in  1675  to  the  superior  numbers  of  the  Irocpiois.* 

From  the  extirpation  of  the  Eries  to  its  settlement  by  the  pioneers  of  the 
Holland  Purchase,  Chautauqua  county  continued  the  home  of  the  Senecas. 
They  however  made  few  settlements  within  its  limits,  but  often  came  to  its 

•  KelatiotiK,  1676-2. 
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lakes  for  huntin<^  and  fishin<^.  It  is  not  known  that  any  white  man  visited 
Chautauqua  county  except  Frenchmen  for  nearly  a  century  after  the 
destruction  of  tlie  Eries. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

4  "  SALLK. 

^  I  HIv  first  information  obtained  by  Europeans  of  the  re^^ions  about  Lake 
l\r\c  and  of  the  people  w]io  inliabited  it  was  from  tlie  French  in  Can- 
ada. French  enterprise  outstripped  the  Eno^lisli  in  effecting  a  perman- 
ent settlement  of  tliis  continent  north  of  the  state  of  \'ir;^^inia.  A  French 
navi.iL^ator,  James  Cartier,  as  early  as  1534  sailed  u])  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
as  far  as  ^lonlreal,  then  the  site  of  tlie  ancient  Indian  villa*^^e  of  Hochela<i^a, 
and  learned  from  the  Indians  for  the  first  time  of  tlie  existence  of  the  (xreat 
Lakes  and  the  Mississi])])i  river.  He  erected  a  cross  and  shield,  named  the 
counlr\-  XfW  h'^rance,  :uul  returned. 

Afterwards  the  ImcucIi  made  rei)eated  attem])ts  to  settle  Canada.  In  1608 
OiK-bec  was  founded  by  Champlain.  In  161 5  Champlain,  who  was  fond  of 
adventurous  ex])loits,  with  a  party  of  his  countrymen  ascended  the  u])per 
waters  of  the  ( )ttawa  ri\'er  in  Canada,  crossed  o\'er  and  discovered  Lake 
Huron.  Here  he  was  joined  by  lar;j^e  bands  of  Ilurons  who  dwelt  there,  and. 
with  these  allies  he  traxersed  the  wilderness  of  Upper  Canada,  crossed  Lake 
(  )ntario,  entered  tlie  territor\-  (jf  the  Iroquois,  who  were  the  mortal  fi)es  of 
the  Ilurons,  and  f)nL,dit  a  battle  with  the  vSenecas,  which  is  snj)posed  to  ha\e 
taken  place  in  <  )nonda_!u,^a  county, 

Aloni;  with  Champlain  in  1615  came  the  first  missionaries.  They  were 
of  the  order  of  St.  iM  aneis.  Previous  to  1625  ^^i^'-''-*  of  their  number,  Le  Caron, 
\'iel  and  Sai^ard,  had  reached  the  Neutral  nation  north  of  Lake  Erie.  The 
winter  of  i()2^>  was  passed  by  De  la  Roche  Dallion  amonjj^  this  j^eople.  Two 
of  these  missionaries,  Jean  de  Prebeuf  and  Jose])h  Marie  Chaumonot,  visited 
tile  Neutral  NvUiou  in  1640.  The  followinj^  letter  written  by  leather  Lale- 
maut  ln)ni  St.  Mar\  \s  Mission  Ma)-  19th,  164 1,  to  the  Provincial  of  Jesuits 
in  iMance  i;i\  iii,L;  an.  account  of  their  journey  is  ver\'  interestinii;'.  It  c<uitains 
about  the  earlie>t  account  of  that  rei^ion  and  its  (jccupants,  and  also  references 
to  the  lu  ies  who  were  then  inhabitants  of  our  count)'. 

''Jean  de  P.rel^euf  and  Josej)h  Marie  Chaumonot  two  fiithers  of  our 
com|)any  which  have  chari;e  of  the  mission  to  the  Neutral  Nation,  set  out 
from  St.  Marie  on  the  2nd  day  of  November,  1640,  to  visit  this  people. 
Father  Brebeuf  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  such  an  expedition,  God  havinj^  in  an 
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eminent  dcf;ree  endowed  him  witli  a  capacity  for  Icarning^  lan<^na<;es.  His 
companion  was  also  considered  a  proper  person  for  tlie  enterprise.  Alt]ion<;h 
many  of  onr  Frencli  in  tliat  qnarter  liave  visited  tliis  i)e()ple  to  profit  by  tlieir 
fnrs  and  otlier  commodities,  we  liave  no  knowled,i;e  of  any  who  have  ])een 
there  to  jneaeh  tlie  j^ospel,  exxept  Father  de  la  Roche  Dallion,  a  Recolk-el: 
who  passed  the  winter  there  in  the  year  1626.  The  nation  is  very  populons, 
there  beinj^  estimated  abont  forty  villaj^es.  After  leavinii:^  the  Hurons,  it  is 
fonr  or  five  days'  jonrney,  or  abont  forty  lea<;nes,  to  the  nearest  of  their 
villages  ;  the  conrse  being  nearly  dne  sonth.  If,  as  indicated  by  the  latest 
and  most  exacl  observations  we  can  make,  our  new  station,  St.  Marie,  in  the 
interior  of  the  Hnron  conntry,  is  in  north  latitude  al)out  44^  25',  then  the 
entrance  of  the  Xeuter  Nation  from  the  Huron  side  is  about  42 'j  ''.  M«)re 
exacl  surveys  and  observations  cannot  now  be  made,  for  the  siii^ht  of  a  single 
instrument  would  bring  to  extremes  those  whv:)  cannot  resist  the  temptation 
of  an  inkhorn.  From  the  first  village  of  the  X'cuter  Nation  that  we  met  with 
in  traveling  from  this  place,  as  we  i)roceeded  south  or  southeast,  it  is  about 
fonr  days'  travel  to  the  place  where  the  celebrated  river  of  the  nation  em})ties 
into  Lake  Ontario,  or  vSt.  Louis.  On  the  west  side  of  that  river,  and  not  on 
the  east,  are  the  most  numerous  of  tlie  villages  f)f  the  Neuter  Nation.  There 
are  three  or  four  on  the  east  side,  extending  from  ea^t  to  west  towards  the 
ICries  or  Cat  nation.  This  ri\  er  is  that  by  which  our  great  lake  of  the  Hurons, 
or  fresh  sea,  is  discharged  ;  which  first  em])ties  into  the  Lake  of  lu-ie,  or  of  the 
nation  of  the  Cat;  from  thence  it  enters  the  territory  of  the  Neuter  Nation 
and  takes  the  name  of  ()nguiaahra  (Niagara),  until  it  empties  into  Ontario 
or  St.  Louis  lake,  from  which  latter  flows  the  river  wliicli  parses  Quebec, 
called  the  vSt.  Lawrence  ;  so  that  if  we  once  had  control  of  the  side  of  the  lake 
nearest  the  residence  of  the  Iroquois,  we  could  ascend  by  the  river  v^t.  Law- 
rence without  danger,  even  to  the  Neuter  Nation  and  much  l)e\-oud,  with 
great  saving  of  time  and  trou])le.  According  to  the  estimate  of  these  illus- 
trious leathers  who  have  been  there,  the  Neuter  Nation  comprises  about 
12,000  souls  ;  which  enables  them  to  furni'di  4,000  warriors,  notwithstanding 
war,  i)estiK-nce  and  famine  have  ])revaile(l  among  them  for  three  years  in  .an 
extraorflinary  manner.  After  all,  I  think  that  those  who  have  heretofore 
ascribed  such  an  extent  and  ]iopulation  to  this  nation,  ha\'e  uuTlerstood  b\- 
the  Neuter  Nation,  all  who  li\-e  south  and  southwe'^t  of  our  lI:irons,  and  wiio 
are  truly  in  great  number,  being  at  first  only  partialh  known,  and  all  being 
comprised  under  the  same  name.  The  most  ])erfeel  knowledge  of  their 
language  and  country  which  has  been  obtained,  has  resulted  in  a  clear  dis- 
tincliou  between  the  tribes.  Our  French,  who  hi>t  discovered  this  ])eople, 
named  them  the  "  Neuter  Nation,''  and  not  without  reason  ;  for  tlieir  country 
being  the  ordinary  passage  by  land  between  some  of  the  Iroquois  nations  and 
the  Hurons,  who  are  sworn  enemies,  they  remained  at  peace  with  both  ;  so 
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that  ill  times  past,  tlie  Hiirons  and  Iroquois,  meeting  in  the  same  wijL^wam  or 
YiHai^e  of  tliat  nation,  were  both  in  safety  while  they  remained.  Recently 
tlicir  fiiniilv  ai;ainst  caeli  otlier  is  so  i^reat  that  there  is  no  safety  for  either 
part\-  in  am'  place,  ])articnlarly  for  the  Ilurons,  for  whom  the  Xenter  Nation 
eiiterlains  tlic  ]ea>t  i;o(-)(l  will.  There  is  every  reason  for  1>L'lie\-in_L|^,  tliat,  not 
lon,*,^  since,  the  Ilnnnis,  Iroquois,  and  Neuter  Nation,  formed  one  ])eoj)le,  and 
ori.!L,inallv  came  from  the  same  family,  but  ha\  e,  in  the  lap>e  of  time,  become 
se]xn-ated  from  each  other,  more  or  less,  in  distance,  interest  and  affection,  so 
that  >ome  are  now  enemies,  others  ueutial,  and  otiiers  still  li\'e  in  intimate 
friend>lnp  and  intei'Ct 'Urse. 

Tile  f'Mid  .in«i  dothin,^  of  the  Neuter  Nation  seem  little  different  from 
tliat  of  (»nr  Ilurcus.  ']'he\'  ha\e  Indian  corn,  beans  and  gourds  in  efpial 
abuiulauee.  Ai.->o  ]>ient\'  of  fish,  some  kinds  of  which  abound  in  ])articular 
p]ace>  t»!il\-.  'rhe\'  are  much  employed  in  huntiuL^-  deer,  buffalo,  wildcats, 
wo:\-es,  wild  !)oars,  ])en\-er  and  other  animals.  Meat  is  \'er)-  abundant  this 
\'ear,  on  y.cconut  of  the  heax'v  snow  which  has  aided  the  hunters.  It  is  rare 
to  see  snow  in  thi>  country  more  than  half  a  f»»(»t  dee]).  l>ut  this  year  it  is 
more  than  three  feet.  'J'lieie  is  also  a])undance  of  wild  turkes  s,  which  ^o  in 
Hocks  in  the  lield^  au'-l  W()(h1s.  Their  fruits  are  tlie  same  as  with  tlie  Ilurons, 
except  chesinnt'-,  w  Ideh  are  jnore  abundant,  and  crab  apples,  which  are  some- 
wliat  lari.'.LT.  The-  men,  like  all  sa\\i_i;es,  eowr  their  naked  llc-sh  with  skins 
but  are  'e^>  p.irticn.lai-  than  the  Ilurons.  The  S(puiws  are  ordinarily  clothed, 
at  least  froiu  llie  w.iist  to  the  knees,  bn.t  are  more  free  a.nd  sh.anieless  in  their 
imniodeh'.\-  tlian  tiie  IIurun>.  As  for  their  remaining;-  ctrstouis  and  manners, 
tile)-  are  ain!  >-',  entirely  similar  to  the  other  sa\'a<^e  tribes  of  the  country. 
Tliere  a:\  » 'Uie  tliinL;>  in  wliieli  the)'  differ  from  onr  Ilurons.  The\"  are 
la!-'.',er,  -tr(»n'.j,A.!-,  an<l  i)etler  formed.  They  also  entertain  a  i;reat  aHeciioii 
!ur  tile  (lead,  an.d  ha\'e  a  -greater  number  ol"  fools  and  juL!;L;lers.  The  Souou- 
tnnh.ern."no>  iSeueca-^i.  oneof  the  Iro(piois  nations,  and  nearest  to,  an^l  mo.^t 
dr«,-i'!ed  y>\-  tile  IIur'>n>,  :ire  n<>t  more  than  a  (kyws'  journey  distant  from  the 
easterm<»st.  \  -rLu;e  of  tlie  Neuter  Nation,  named  (  >nL;uiaahi-a  (Xiat^ara),  of  the 
same  name  .r-<  tlic  ]i\-er.  <  >ur  luUhers  returned  from  the  mission  in  safet\', 
lint  iia\in-  Uumd  in  all  tiie  eii^hteen  villaj^es  which  the>-  visited  but  one, 
ii  imedi  k\/e-(  .-v-t' >-a,  or  St.  Michael,  wh.icli  .^"a\  e  them  the  rece])tion  which 
their  eni!)a>.->\  ;K-scrved.  In  this  \-illa;^e,  a  certain  foreii^ii  nation,  which  li\-ed 
be\nnd  Lake  luie,  or  the  nation  of  the  Cat,  named  A-on-eu-re-ro-Uon,  has 
taken  retUL^e  Icr  m.in\'  years  for  fear  of  their  enemies  ;  and  they  seem  to  have 
been  br<>n-'!t  here  by  a  f^- >.')(!  Ihovideiice  io  hear  the  word  of  (rod." 

It  IS  not  eertain  that  r.re1)euf  and  Cliaunioiiot  cro-scd  to  the  ea>t  side  of 
Nia'.;;ira  r;\  er.  At  tliis  time  no  ICii'^lishmen  of  whom  we  lia\-e  any  account 
had  leaclied  the  '])a>ia  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  I}efi>re  this  be>ides  these  priests 
many  hkvn.eh.nien  had  visited  tlie  Neutral  nation  to  purchase  furs  and  other 
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commodities.  These  constituted  the  nearest  ap])roaclies  tliat  at  that  time 
any  Knropeans  liad  made  to  Chautan(|na  county  of  wliich  we  liave  any 
account.  IJancroft  says  :  Previous  to  i().\c)^  ])y  continued  warfare  witli  the 
Mohawks,  tlie  iMencli  liad  been  exehided  from  the  navii^ation  of  Lake 
Ontario,  and  liad  never  Launclied  a  canoe  upon  Lake  lu'ie  ;  their  avenue  to 
the  west  was  by  tlie  wa\-  of  tlie  Ottawa  and  I-'rench  riwrs,  so  tliat  the  wliole 
coast  of  Oliio  and  vSoutli  Mic]iii;an  remained  unknown,  except  as  seen  by 
missionaries  from  tlieir  stations  in  Canada." 

The  missionaries  wlio  came  from  iM-ance  were  most  able  an<l  excellent 
men.  In  their  zeal  to  cliristianize  tlie  Indian,  tlie\'  became  tlie  ]»ioneors  of 
the  Northwest.  (  )ne  of  their  number,  Alloiiez,  in  ift^s  explored  tlie  coun- 
try .about  Lake  vSuperior,  and  tau_L;ht  the  In<lians  there.  lb;  first  di>co\erL(l 
the  Pictured  Rocks  and  learned  of  the  coi>}»er  mines,  K(»bcrl  Cax  elier  de  la 
vSaile,  a  resolute  and  talented  youuiL;  iM'enchman,  wlio  afterwards  became 
])roj>rielor  «»f  iM'rt  I''rontenac  in  Canada  and  the  wilderness  round  about  it, 
resc>i\-ed  to  explore  these  regions  and  the  \-ast  i)rairit s  of  the  west,  and  to 
reach  the  (  )hio  and  Mississippi  of  which  the  Indians  had  informed  him.  July 
(\  ih(u),  he  k  f t  La  Chine  in  Canada,  ascended  the  St.  L  iwreiK^-,  co;istL<l 
alon;^  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  (  )nlario  to  Ironde(pi< »it  Pay,  and  thence 
peiietnitLd  into  New  \'ork  to  the  Indian  villages  of  the  vSenecas  ne.ir  Oenesee 
riwr,  with  a  \  iew  of  tra\elin<^  farther  in  thai  direeti<»n  until  he  should  reach 
the  headwaters  of  the  .Mie.ii'any  and  (.)hio.  After  i-emainin,L',  here  a  while  he 
abandoned  this  desi<;n,  and  with  his  companions  from  tiieiu^e  t:a\eled  west, 
crossed  Xiai^ara  river  into  (  );5laiio  and  passed  the  winter  of  io''«(}  and  ihjn 
on  (irand  ri\er,  near  Lake  I'h'ie.  In  the  siprim^-  he  followed  the  coast  (»f  the 
lake  west  to  the  east  side  of  Loni^  Point  ;  thence  leturniui^  to  Montreal  where 
lie  arri\ed  June  iS,  i f'jjo  the  circuitous  route  of  the  vSault  de  St.  Marie 
and  the  (  itlawa  ri\  er. 

In  i''"^,  Marquette,  a  missionar)',  iind  Joiict,  a  I'lench  eili/en  ol"  (Juebec, 
with  a  tew  coin])auions  explored  the  Mi  .-issip])i  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Wisconsin  and  Arkansas.  La  Salle  ])ossessed  a  most  ad\-enturous  and  en- 
terpri^in;;- sipirit  ;  and  these  journe>  s  arou-ed  in  him  a  desire  to  niakt  new 
disco\-eries  mid  more  extende<l  exj)lorations.  He  first  conceived  the  desi_L;n 
or  unitini;  the  P'rench  possessions  in  Canada  with  the  \-.'dley  of  the  Mississip])i 
])y  a  line  of  military  posts  to  secure  its  commerce  to  his  countr\-,  and  at  the 
same  time  completely  encircle  the  British  colonies  in  Xorth  America.  Ilav- 
in.i^  obtained  the  sanction  ol  Louis  XIV  to  his  ])rojects,  in  the  f:dl  of  i^);-*^, 
with  a  party  of  P'renchmen  in  a  lar^e  canoe  he  entered  Xia^ara  ri\er,  and 
established  at  its  mouth  on  its  eastern  bank  a  tradin^i;  post  whicii  he  enclosed 
with  palisades.  This  constituted  the  first  occu])ation  of  western  Xew  York  by 
civilized  men,  and  the  foundin,!;-  of  Fort  Xiajj^ara — a  fortress  which,  for  nearly 
a  century  and  a  half  filled  an  impf)rtant  place  in  the  hislory  of  Canada,  the 
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northern  portion  of  the  United  States  and  the  Indian  tribes  dwelling  in  that 
refj;-ion. 

In  Jannary,  1679,  La  Salle  commenced  buildino^  a  vessel  at  the  mouth  of 
Ca\  ii,L;'a  creek,  a  stream  that  empties  into  Niagara  river  at  the  village  of  La 
vSalle  in  Niagara  count)',  a  few  miles  above  the  falls.  By  August  it  was 
fmislied  and  equi])])ed  with  sails,  masts  and  everything  needful,  and  launched 
upon  the  waters  of  the  u]>per  Niagara  river.  It  was  a  bark  of  sixty  tons 
armed  with  seven  small  cannon,  and  named  the  GriiTon.  This  was  the  first 
vessel  that  spread  its  sails  to  the  1)reezes  of  Lake  Iu"ie.  August  7,  1679,  La 
Salle,  Tonti,  his  Italian  lieutenant,  and  leather  Louis  I Ienne])in,  and  tweut>'- 
nine  others,  in  the  presence  of  many  Iro(piois  wairiors,  after  Hring  all  their 
canu((n  and  arcpieluises  set  sail  from  the  foot  of  Lake  Ivrie  streering  westsouth- 
west  ;  on  that  day  the\-  made  many  leagues  passing  Chautau([ua  county. 
Hennepin  states  that  he  saw  on  this  voyage  up  the  lake  its  two  distant  sh  jres 
fifteen  or  sixteen  ]e:igues  apart.  They  were  the  first  Kuropeaus  of  whom  we 
ha\-e  any  account  \s  ho  beheld  the  forest-co\'ered  hills  of  Chautaucpui.  La 
vSalle  Continued  his  \  (>ya^e  until  the  (iriffon  cast  anchor  in  Green  I>ay,  on 
Lake  Michigan.  vShe  was  loaded  with  ;i  cargo  of  furs  and  sent  up<'n  her  re- 
turn \(»yaL;e  hut  wa-  ue\'ei-  heard  of  more.  After  the  tleparture  (»f  theGriifon 
La  .Salle  for  awhile  awaited  her  return  with  a  portion  of  his  ])art\-  at  the 
month  of  St.  Jo-cplTs  ri\er.  Cruell\-  disai)pointed  but  undisnia}ed  he 
])U>hed  oil  into  Illinois,  where  he  built  a  fort  which  he  called  Cre\-e  Cceu.r 
(broken  heait  i  in  token  of  his  grief.  He  sent  Hennepin  with  two  compan- 
ions to  the  Mississippi,  which  they  a.sceiided  to  the  falls  of  vSt.  Anthony. 

It  Is  b^'iiewd  that  lie  journeyed  westward  from  ( )noiidaga  in  loSi  or  16S2, 
will;  t;ie  desiL;!!  iic  had  formed  when  \\\  ihinj  he  i)enetrated  we>tern  New 
\'ork  to  tlu-  Iii'liau  \-illaL;esof  the  Seuecas  on  hi.s  wa)'  to  the  hea<lwater.s  of 
the  <  Hiio.  Alter  liiteeii  days  of  t!'a\-el,''  saws  his  ancient  l>io^rapher,  ''he 
c.iiiie  to  ii  /////,■  I,jk-t\  .six  Of  sci'i'ii  iuiU's  soiilli  of  f^aki'  F.iio,  (ho  nioidli  of 
:oJiiJi  of,  f?.  ,/  /o  too  s.',tllo  osl:oo(}iiy  There  is  but  little  doubt  that  this  was 
Chautan<pia  lakeland  this  fniious  explorer  and  his  companions  were  ]>rol>ably 
the  fiTsi  Iv.ir. 'p;  ans  to  \  isit  it.  About  one  quarter  of  a  centnr_\-  had  then 
]>as.sn;  siiK>.  tile  (k-slrnetion  of  thr  h'l-ie.s,  and  the  eN'ideiice,  of  thi.s  destruction 
ni  their  ruiiu  il  an<l  ab mdoiu-d  towns  m nst  have  been  i)laiu])- seen  by  La  Salle 
as  lu-  tiawlvd  t;n-o!i^a  their  t'onntry.  Li  .Salle  afterward  (h;sceud(.'d  the 
Mississippi  to  the  (  lulf  o;'Me\ieo,  join  iK  \  ed  back  to  Canada  and  eios-vd  the 
sea  to  I-";anee,  wheiv  his  '.■owinnieul  fin-nishc-d  him  four  \-esseIs  \sith  whieh 
hf  ;i',;ain  eios-.^,]  tlu-  oe<  - 111  aihl  laude-l  at  the  l)a\  of  Mata;^orda,  in  Texas. 
W'ltli  .1  :v\v  c«>nipanions  Ik-  traverse  1  Texas  and  ])enetrated  a>  far  as  New 
Mc  \;eo,  w'leie,  with  tw.  nty  others  he  spent  much  of  the  >  ear  if)So.  While 
on  Ills  wa\  i;.>m  N\w  Mexico  to  Canada  he  was  assassinated  b\- a  treacheri>us 
com}>j.nion.     T'lUs  i.erisii-.d  this  l)old  pioneer  who  will  long  be  remembered 


De  Celoron. 


as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  explorers  that  ever  visited  the  American 
^continent. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

DE  CELORON. 

"  So  shaken  as  we  are,  so  wan  witli  care, 

Find  we  a  time  for  frighted  ]Kace  to  j)ant, 
And  breathe  short-win<le<l  accents  of  new  l)roils 
To  be  commenced  in  strands  afar  remote." 

SIXTY  years  after  La  Salle's  death  France  and  Enj^land  were  bound  in 
earnest  contention  res  peel  in,c;'  the  bonndar\-  line  between  their  posses- 
sions in  America.  The  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus  filled  tlie 
old  world  with  astonishment ;  and  awakened  in  it  a  s\)hh  of  adventure  and 
discovery  never  l:)efore  known.  The  ])rincii)al  maritime  nations  of  bhirope 
were  stimulated  to  make  new  discoveries,  and  to  secure  };osscssious  in  the 
New  World.  In  1497  John  ^^^^^  Sebastian  Cabot,  Wnetian  na\  i^ators  sent  by 
the  kin.iL^'  of  Hn;^land,  discovered  the  continent  of  North  America.  Upon  th(; 
discoveries  made  by  the  Cabots  the  Eni^lish  founded  their  claim  to  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America  from  Florida  to  Labrador,  and  westward  to  the  Pacific 
(Jcean.  In  1524. John  \'eraz.zano,  also  an  Italian  na\i_iL;'a tor,  while  in  the 
empkn  nient  of  Francis  I.  kin<^  of  France,  sailed  alouLi:  the  coast  of  North 
America  from  F'lorida  to  Labrador.  It  is  believed  he  entered  tlie  harl)or  of 
New  York,  kh-om  a  second  voya^^e  he  never  returned,  and  it  is  not  known 
what  discoveries  he  made  on  this  vo^'a^^e,  or  ])y  wh  it  disaster  he  jterished. 
James  Cartier  urider  the  auspices  of  the  kini;  of  iMance,  as  early  as  1534  sailed 
u|)  tlie  vSt.  Lawrence  as  far  as  Montreal.  Lpon  the  disco\-eries  of  \\'razzano 
and  Cartier  tlie  I'rench  l)ased  their  claims  to  ]>ossession^  in  North  .\uierica. 
Holland  h\  the  discoveries  and  explorations  of  IIenr\-  Hudson  claimed  the 
valley  (^f  the  Hudson,  and  the  territory  l)etween  the  Delaware  and  Connecti- 
cut rivers,  iiesides  the  claims  of  the  ICu^lish,  iM-eneh  and  Duteh  to  North 
America,  on  account  of  the  discoveries  o{  Columbus,  I)e  Iaou,  <uid  the 
explorations  of  I)e  Soto,  Cortez  and  Coronado,  vS])ain  claimed  the  southern 
part  of  North  America^  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Chautau<pia  count)'  wris 
includerl  in  the  re.s^don  claimed  by  both  Immucc  and  En;;land,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  this,  it  was  soon  to  be  near  to  prominent  military  operations, 
and  in  close  ])roximit\"  to  important  lines  of  counnunicatious  and  rude 
military  hiiL^liways  leadinj^  from  distant  military  posts  in  this  then  intermi- 
nable western  wilderness.  •  • 
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Coniiiniiiicatiuns  between  the  French  posts  on  tlie  Mississippi  and  the 
I'reiicli  forts  and  settlements  in  Canada  were  at  first  maintained  Ijy  the  lon<2^ 
and  circuiton>  ronte  of  tlie  Mississi])pi,  (ireen  V>i\\\  and  tlie  Ottawa,  afterwards 

Lake'  Mieliii^an  and  the  Illinois;  and  later  by  the  Maumee  and  the 
\\'ab;ish.  The  direet  and  easy  eommnnieation  that  eoidd  lia\'e  been  luul 
between  Canada  an^l  the  M ississi] >] )i  b\-  Lake  hhie  and  the  short  portai^e  of 
Chaiitai!([na  k'.ke,  or  o\er  that  fi«»m  rresijne  Nle  [l'h"ie|  to  I'reneh  creek  and 
tile  np])er  wale:-s  of  the  (  >hio,  seems  \\>v  a  lon;^-  time  to  ha\e  been  unknown 
to  the  lMen«;li  ;  bnt  e\  ent>-of  an  im])orlant  charaeler  as  <iffeetin.i^-  thi.-^  part  of 
the  world,  and  also  the  ]ii>tor\'  (>l  two  of  the  most  j^owerful  nations  of  luirope, 
Were  destined  soon  to  introduce  this  rei^ion  to  the  ncHice  of  otlii'r  nations. 
Tile  ]hi,L:ii">h  in  ij22  eslablishe'l  a  tradin^i;-  ]>ost  at  <)-,\vei^»,  arid  later,  built  a 
fort.  Tile  iMX-nch  to  command  commuriication  with  tlie  W'esi  in  1725 
reoccu]>!(.d  and  reconstructed  h\)rt  Xi.'i;^ar;i  wliich  had  been  deserted  K-r  o\'er 
thirl\  -!i\-e  years,  and  ma<le  it  a  ,slr(»n«^-  fcr;iress  whicli  l>ecame  the  >cene  of 
excitiuL;  ijiiliLr/y  ewnts. 

In  ! the  ri\ai  countries  still  more  direelly  asserted  their  ri^lits  to  the 
territor\-  w-^t  of  the  A IIcl; ; winies.  The  hhiL;lish  ,L;o\-ernincnt  i^-r.uitcd  ^joo/xxj 
acres  (»f  kind  on  tlie  (  )]!io  u>  llie  Mhio  Comp.'uy,  which  indudi-d  ])i  i..,.ns  in 
l."ud...u,  M,ir\l..ud  and  \'ir;n'niaas  it^  niemlxas,  amoii'^  whom  wc  I'e  1/iwrence 
and  AiiL^ir  tiue  \\'a>hii!-tun.  'i'he  oi^jeet^  (*f  this  (N)mpan\-  were  tlie  settle- 
ment of  tliis  t<;rritory,  and  lo  otabli-^h  trad.e  with  the  Indians. 

The  >  lUK  yea.r  [hv  iveu.cli  Sent  out  from  Canada  Capl.iin  r.ien\  ille  de 
Celorou.  .1  clr  x'aliei-  of  t'le  order  of  .Si.  Louis,  to  tlie  Allegan)'  to  take  f(»rmal 
]><»»cs->iou  ui"  d;^i)U'.rd  teiMatory  in.  the  name  of  I-'ra.n.ce  and  to  warn  the 
Ivi-li>!i  trad.ci^  out  of  tk.e  coun.try.  Th.e  Manjr.i.s  de  la  (lalissonire  then 
•\  en:or  (>f  Canad.a,  wa>  a  man  of  ^reat  abi'lii\-  an>l  cuerL^y  of  character. 
The  lorce  lie  sciil  with  Celoron  consi>ted  of  ciL^ht  subalttrn  oliicers,  six 
cadiet<,  ail  arm(^'|-er.  tweut\-  soldiers,  one  hundred  and  ei,u;hty  Canadian^,  thirty 
Iro<(U(,!s,  >aid  twent\-fi\-e  Abenakis.  The  expcliiiou  left  La  Chine  near 
MoiUrea]  June  13.  1710,  a>cended  the  vSt.  Lawrence  to  k'ort  Ih-onteiiac,  now 
Kiu->!.(>n,  and,  |M»in.L;  ah-ui;'  the  t/astern  ,ind  soulhern  shore  of  Lake  <  >nta!'io, 
ar'.ix'cd  at  1-ort  Xia-a-a  jnly  ^th.  The  exped.ition  a->cend.ed  the  Xiai^ara 
ri\er  eu  eird  Lake  I'h'ie  and  coasted  alou,L;-  its  southern  shore.  At  noon  on 
the  I'^h  ii  a!iiwd  at  Chilakoiu  ])ortai;e.  now  I'.arcelona,  at  the  mouth  of 
Ch.autau'iua  c!\fk,  mark-.d  upon  Cehtron's  map  as  the  ri\er  "  Anx  I'onnnes," 
lAi'ple  !i\-er. )  •  I'ifty  men  under  M.  de  \hHers  and  le  Lor^n.e,  were  s^nt  to 
clean  way.  Celoron  examined  the  iplace  now  liarcelona  harbor  with  a 
\  iew  (.1  e.>taJ)lishin!L^  a  post  there,  and  he  described  it  a.^  ill  adapted  for  such 
a  ]^U!p(>se,  as  well  ficm  its  |)osition  as  from  its  relation  .0  the  na\-i!^ation  of 
th.e  kike.  The  water  i-  so  shallow  that  barks  standin.i;- in  cannot  a]»|>roach 
w'.thin  a  le.v^'ue  of  tl'e  portLi-e.     There  l)ein;.^  no  island  or  har1)or  to  which 
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tlic)'  could  resort  for  slicltcr,  tlio\'  would  ])c  uudcr  the  uccessit\-  of  ridin;^-  at 
anchor  and  dischar^^ini;-  their  loadinj^-  by  bateaux.  The  freciuency  of  stjualls 
would  render  it  a  j^tlace  of  daniL^er.  Uesides  ih'  rc-  are  no  Indian  \  ill  i-^es  in 
the  \  ieinit\-.  In  fact  the\-  are  (piite  distant,  none  1)einL;  nearer  than  ( lana- 
on<;<>n  (now  Warren,  and  Taille  Coupe  (now  liroken-vSiraw. )    In  the 

evenin;^^  M.  de  \'illers  and  le  Uor^nc  returned  to  lodi;e  at  the  cam])  luwiuL;' 
cleared  the  way  for  about  three-^iuarters  of  a  league."  This  and  the  follow- 
in.i;'  extract  from  I)e  Celoron's  journal  were  translated  from  the  lM\nch  by 
the  late  (J.  IL  Marshall  of  liuffalo,  and  are  contained  in  his  acc«nnit  of  I)e 
Celoron's  cx]K'dition  to  tlie  ( )hio  in  1749,"  ]Md)lishe(l  in  the  Ma^^aziue  of 
American  Histor\'  r^Iarch,  iS-S.  Mr.  Marshall's  many  contributions  to  the 
rVench  and  hulian  history  of  this  ])art  of  tlie  continent  a;eof  i;reat  \-alue. 

Celoron's  journal  contiiiues:  *'()n  the  17th  ;it  break  of  day.,  we  bei^an 
the  portai^e  (l)etween  Lake  bhie  and  the  liead  of  Chautau(|tia  lake  1  the  ])ro^e- 
culion  of  which  was  \iL;"orousl \-  maintained.  All  the  canoes,  ]>i < )\-isions, 
munitions  of  war,  and  merchandise  intended  as  prese  nts  to  the  Indians  bor- 
deriuL,'-  on  the  ( )hio  \\  ere  carried  o\  er  the  three-(iuarler^  of  a  league,  which 
had  ])een  renderetl  ])a-»abie  the  da\-  i»re\  ious.  The  I'oute  wa^  exeee(lin_i;l\' 
difficult,  owini:  to  the  ninnerous  hills  and  mounlain^  w  hich  we  encountered. 
All  my  men  were  much  fati,^ued.  We  estabbslied  a  '-tron^-  ^uard,  which 
^\■a-  continued  during;-  the  entire  campai_iL;ri,  not  only  for  the  purpose  ol 
security,  but  for  teachiuL^-  the  Canadians  a  discipline  wlii«^h  the\-  greatly 
nee<led.  We  continued  our  ad\-ance  on  tlie  iNth,  b\it  1»ad  we;ilher  ])re\'ented 
our  makin,:^-  as  much  }")ro_L;ress  as  on  the  precedin<^-  (hrv .  I  consokd  myself 
for  the  delay,  as  it  was  caused  b\-  a  rain  which  1  !^reatl\-  doired,  as  it  would 
rai>e  the  water  in  the  river,  (Chautau(pui  creek)  sufiicient  to  lloat  (>ur  loaded 
canoes.  On  the  19th  the  rain  hax'int^' cea-ed  we  aecomjiii-^he'l  iialf  a  league. 
(.)n  the  2')th  and  21st  we  continued  our  route  witii  _i;r«-'at  dilii;enee,  and  arrived 
at  the  end  of  the  porta,!L;e  on  the  banks  C)f  Lake  Chal;ikoiu  ( Ciiautau«pia )  on 
the  22ncl." 

Here  Celoron  jxiused  for  a  short  time  to  re]>air  his  c;inocs  and  recruit  his 
men.  lie  and  his  companions  must  ha\-e  been  impres>ed  with  the  scene  as 
the\-  saw  in  the  de]>t1is  of  an  mibroken  fore-^t  a  traufjuil  lake  ^iretchin;^- 
away  to  the  southea>t  in  placid  beaut>',  its  shore-  rJniost  concealed  by  o\er- 
lian,::;in!^  folia.^e  that  stretched  back  on  e\*er\-  side  in  a  dcn^e  \-olur.ie  (»f  \'er- 
dure  to  the  summits  of  the  surrounding;-  hills.  Celoron  roted  but  a  btlle 
while.  He  eml.)arked  on  the  23rd.  His  fleet  of  bark  canons, manned  by  half- 
naked  Indians,  Canadians  in  hunter's  j^arb,  and  French  soldiers  in  the  uni- 
form of  their  country  were  slowly  paddled  over  the  waters  of  tr.e  upper  lake. 
They  passed  the  wooded  promontory  of  Point  Chautau<jua,  and  the  maple 
j^roves  at  Fair  Point,  shades  then  luivisited  sa\  e  by  the  w  ild  deer  that  strayed 
in  from  the  forest  depths  to  snuff  the  cool  breezes  of  tlie  lake  ;  voya^^ed 
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around  the  sletuler  cape  now  called  Lonor  point,  that  stretchinj^^  far  out 
seemed  to  divide  the  waters  of  the  upper  lake  from  the  pleasant  sparkling^ 
bay  heyond  and  passed  over  the  middle  sheet  of  water  throuj^di  the  narrow 
strait  at  Ik-mus  Point  into  the  broad  expanse  of  the  lower  lake.  At  nio^ht- 
fall  his  fleet  of  canoes  came  to  a  ])lace,  which,  the  journal  sa\'s,  was  within 
three  niiks  of  tlie  (»ntk-t.  Here  Celoron  landed  and  encamped  for  the  ni^^ht. 
Durini;-  the  da\'  a  nuni])cr  of  Indians  ])elon«^ing;  to  the  expedition  had  been 
fishing!;-  in  the  lake  and  saw  strani^'-e  Indians  watchin^-  them  from  the  adja- 
cent forest.  The  latter  lied  as  soon  as  they  were  seen,  which  fact  was  duh' 
reported  to  Celoron. 

It  is  sup[)osed  that  the  encampment  was  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake 
ab()\-e  l''lu\-anna  not  far  from  Greenluirst.  A  few  relics  possibly  left  by 
mem!)ers  of  this  ])arty  ]ia\e  been  found  in  this  \'icinit\'.  In  one  place  an 
old  iMench  axe,  at  aiu^ther  i)oint  a  musket  with  a  rust\'  barrel  and  a  decayed 
stock.  In  iSS-  se\eral  interestim;'  relics  were  taken  from  a  mound  in  which 
disco\eries  of  anti'|uities  liad  ])re\iou>.l\-  been  nuide.  'I'his  mound  was  not 
fir  from  the  lake  in  the  hi<;]i\\'a\-  on  the  »Strunk  firm,  a  short  listanee  abo\'e 
I'hiwuma  and  about  a  mile  ]>elow  ( ii\en. hurst.  Here  were  found  poitionsof 
human  .ski'Ictou>  and  "two  Ioul;  steel  knix'es,  the  blade  of  one  bein;^-  twelve 
inches  Ioul;,  and  one  and  a  half  inches  wide  at  the  handle,  and  j^radnally 
taperiiii;  to  a  ]>oiut.  The  other  1)lade  is  ele\  en  inches  lon,i;'  and  two  inches  wide 
at  tile  handle  and  al>o  tapei^in^^;  to  a  point.  Tlie  latter  bears  the  stani])  of 
Sabatier,  Rue  St.  Houore,  31,  and  the  lii;ure  of  a  human  hand  ])artl\-  sur- 
rounded by  a  le;^eud  somewhat  indi^tinct  from  tlie  effect  of  rust.''  These 
word^  shew  the  iMeneli  origin  of  the  kni\-es,  and  that  they  may  ha\-e  bel()n_i^ed 
to  some  member  of  CeiMionN  force. 

Ce;'»r(  \  i>yaL;e  o\  er  CliautaU(iua  t^ave  him  an  op])ortunit\'  to  obser\-e 
its  lL'alU!\->.  It  then  a  .-olitvir)'  lake  fir  remowd  from  the  o])S(:ure  ])aths 
o!  t^ie  woo(ls,  >  idoni  \-i.sitc-d  b-y  sawi^e  and  still  Ie>s  b\-  ci\'ilized  men.  Lou^; 
had  its  >tilliie>>  been  unl»rokeu.  save  l)y  the  voices  of  the  wilderness — the 
w]ii>lie  ot  i!ie  hawk  as  lie  cilcled  hii;h  ab(>\-e  it,  and  at  ni_i4ht  by  the  solemn 
<{ua\er  ol  ti'.e  Tlie  ni^ht->  wei'e  sonietinu-.-^  filK-d  with  the  nnr-^ic  of  the 

lro;^s,  k(Av  niuiterin'^>  from  N.nne  di>tant  mar|L;in  of  the  lake  would  first 
break  t!;e  ■-ilene^  an<l  ilu  n  aiiruptly  swell  in  \-olume  until  a  thousand  \'oices 
<»1  llu-  'levy.e'l  and  pi of> )Uii(lesi  ba^e,  far  excellin;^  in  compass  :ind  power  the 
leeble  perfoiniauce  of  the  human  voice,  would  seem  to  come  up  out  (»f  the 
wry  dKpth>  of  the  lake  a.U'l  in  n.Kas'ared  and  soleuni  ca<Ience  fdl  the  air  with 
nielorly.  Suiide!^!)'  lliis  t;!-and  s\  inp]iony  would  cease  and  silence  most  ])ro- 
fouufl  would  a;^:ii;i  1)ro<.(l  ()\er  the  lake.  When  a  boy  I  reuiein.ber  to  have 
listened  to  ih.i-.  ^:ran;^e  nn!nstrel>y,  and  ha\-e  since  (»ften  wondered  what  had 
nearly  baui>;ied  fvt.m  it>  >h«'re>  these  curious  choristers  of  the  ni^^ht. 

ClurataUiiiua         j;re;ith-  chan:.";ed  since   then.     The  forest  that  stood 
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around  it  lias  j»^ivcn  ])lacc  to  <;rccn  fields.  A  city  and  many  villaj^vs  have 
j^rown  \\\)  near  it.  I'Jcj^ant  ]>laccs  of  cntertainnicnl,  linndsnnic  c<)tla;^cs  and 
fine  lawns  adorn  its  shores  ;  farm  houses  witli  <^ardens  l)la/.in<;  with  ]HM)nies 
and  l)ri<;ht  with  roses  are  scattered  anions;  the  nei.i;hl)orin<^^  hills.  It  is  now 
a  chosen  resort  for  wealth  and  cnltnre,  and  a  seat  of  learnin^i^  of  exceptional 
excellence  and  world-wide  fame.  Attractive  as  art  has  made  the  lake,  \  et  it 
is  scarcely  more  beautiful  and  interesting^  then  when  seen  by  Celoron  and 
when  the  vir<;in  forest  unmarred  by  the  desecrating;-  hand  of  man  encom- 
passed it. 

ICarly  on  the  24th  Celoron  set  out  on  his  way  down  the  lake  and  soon 
reached  the  ''outlet."  Its  channel  was  narrower  then  than  now  and  the 
trees  that  thickh'  bordered  it  sj^read  their  lu'anches  almost  over  it.  He 
slowh-  ])addk'd  his  canoes  throu.i;]!  the  shadows  of  its  dark  and  windiui^;-  ]\'is- 
sa^e,  but  found  the  waters  too  shallow  to  bear  his  lleet  la(kn  as  it  was  with 
sup])lies.  He  jxirtl)'  unloaded  his  canoes,  and  sent  a  portion  oi  their  con- 
tents ])y  land  o\er  a  ])ath  shown  to  them  by  Sifur  de  vSau>^a\e,  a  priest  who 
sometimes  went  tij)(»n  important  mis-^ions  for  the  I'rencli  and  •seenud  to  ha\e 
ln'c'U  familiar  with  lliis  rej^ion.'  They  ])r()ceeded  l)y  land  about^^  one  and  one 
half  miles  which  fmished  this  da\  's  journey. 

Celoron  undoubtedh-  camped  on  the  nii^ht  of  July  24,  1749,  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Jamestown.  It  would  have  been  a  strikini;  scene  to  have 
witnessed  the  bi\ouac  of  so  stran<^e  a  retinue.  French  officers,  here  and 
there  a  ])riest,  Canadian  voyaji^crs  and  swarthy  Indians,  some  ])erhaps  of  that 
remarkable  race  of  forest  ran<;ers  known  as  Couriers  JUtis  "  v^couts  of  the 
woods," — a  weird  thronj^  as  seen  by  the  flarini^^  lii^ht  of  their  camp  fires, — 
their  flittin<;  sliadows  min<;lin,i^  in  the  forest  around  them  with  the  deeper 
shades  of  the  nij^ht. 

On  the  25th  before  proceedin,!L;  on  his  voya^^e,  and  while  on  the  site  of 
Jamestown,  Celoron  convened  a  council  of  his  officers  to  consider  what  should 
be  done  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Indians  had  been  seen  watchiu!^  them. 
(r])on  beiuL;  discovered  they  had  fled  to  the  villa^^e  of  "  I'aille  Cou])e"-Cut 
or  Hroken-vStraw. )  As  decided  b\-  the  council  Celoron  dis])alched  Joncaire, 
three  Irocpiois,  and  some  Abenakis  with  thiee  belts  of  wampum  to  con- 
ciliate and  assau<;c  the  fears  of  the  lleeini;  Indianst  and  resumed  his  voya.i^c 
over  the  rajiids  of  the  outlet  which  should  rit^htly  be  called  Celoron,  in 
honor  of  its  first  explorer,  and  ])roceeded  down  the  Cassada^^-a  and  the  Cone- 
wanj^o,  which  he  described  in  his  journal  as  follows  :  We  proceeded  about 
a  leaj^ue  with  g-reat  difficulty.  In  many  places  I  was  obliged  to  assij^ni  fortv 
men  to  each  canoe  to  facilitate  their  passa<j^e.  On  the  26th  or  27th  we  con- 
tinued our  voyage  without  many  obstacles.    Notwithstanding  all  our  pre- 
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cautions  to  j^uard  our  canoes,  they  often  sustained  great  injury  by  reason  of 
the  sliallow  water.  On  the  29th  at  noon  I  entered  "  La  Belle  Riviere.''  I 
buried  a  plate  of  lead  at  tlie  foot  of  a  red  oak,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
(  )vo,  and  of  the  Chan-ou-^^on,  not  far  from  the  villaj^e  of  Kan-a-ou-a-o^on,  in 
latitude  42°  5'  23".''  (Too  far  north  by  at  least  10'  or  more.  ''Chan-ou-o;on  " 
is  now  the  Cone\vant;o.  Kan-a-ou-a-i^^-on  was  a  vSeneca  villao^e  on  the  site  of 
Warren.  Tliirt\-  years  after  (1 779)  Col.  David  lirodliead  found  it  inhabited 
bv  vScnccas  and  I^ou])s  or  Munse)'  Indians.) 

When  tliis  kaden  plate  was  buried  at  Warren,  in  order  to  complete  the 
cerenion\  of  taking'  possession  of  this  rei^ion  in  the  name  of  PVance,  the  offi- 
cers and  men  were  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  and  the  connnandin<(  officer 
cried  in  a  loud  \t)ice  Loni^  live  the  kini^'."  The  Royal  Arms  of  P'rancc 
were  affixed  to  a  tree,  and  a  document  prepared  and  si^^ned,  called  ''JYoctss 
I'crhdiy  It  is  stated  in  the  Process  I'crbal  that  the  leaden  plate  was  buried 
''at  llie  foot  of  a  red  oak,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ohio  ri\'er,  and  opposite 
the  }H)iut  of  a  small  island  at  the  connueuce  of  the  two  rivers,  Ohio  and  Kan- 
on-a-_i;on."  '  vSearch  has  been  made  for  the  leaden  plate,  but  it  has  never 
been  lonnd.  Celoron  continued  his  journey  down  the  (  )hio  as  far  as  the 
moulh  of  the  Oreat  Miami.  He  then  ascended  that  river  and  returned  to 
Canada.  He  buried  a  leaden  plate  at  each  of  the  ftjllowiui;-  places:  at  the 
famous  rock  below  b'rankliu  known  as  the  Indian  Ood  at  the  mouth  of 
Wheel iui;- creek  in  West  X'ir^iuia  ;  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskiuj^iim  (This 
])late  was  fomid  b\-  l)o\s  in  ijc^S);  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oreat  Kanawha 
(h>nn(l  in  1S46);  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oreat  Miami. 

<  )ne  of  these  leaden  ])lates  contains  the  earliest  record  that  we  ha\'e  of  the 
name  Chauliuupia.  This  plate  was  obtained  from  Joncaire  by  some  artifice 
of  the  vSeiKcas  before  the  one  was  buried  !iear  Warren,  and  wlien  the  P'^rench 
su]>})osed  the  outlet  of  Lake  Chautauqua  was  the  same  stream  that  discharj^ed 
its  waters  there."''  The  histor\'  of  this  ])late  is  conseciueiith'  of  much  interest 
to  us.  It  is  dt^scribed  as  beiui;  about  eleven  inches  lon*^,  seven  and  one-half 
inches  wide,  and  oue-ei'L^hth  of  an  inch  thick.  It  was  inscribed  in  French, 
which  translaied,  reads  : 

"  In  the  year  1749,  of  the  reii^ni  of  rx)uis  tlie  15th,  Kin.i^  of  bVance,  we 
Celoron  commande  r  of  a  detachment  sent  by  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la 
(iallissouier,  Cfoxernor  Oeneral  of  Xew  France  to  reestablish  tranquility  in 
.some  Indian  vilkiL^e  of  these  cantons,  have  buried  this  plate  of  lead  at  the 
continence  of  the  ()]iio  and  the  Chautauqua  (which  in  the  orij^inal  was 
spelled  Tchadakoiu)  this  29th  day  of  July,  near  the  river  Ohio,  otherwise 
Lelle  Rix  iere,  as  a  monument  of  the  renewal  of  the  possession  we  have  taken 
of  the  said  river  Ohio,  and  of  all  those  which  empty  into  it,  and  of  all  the 
lands  on  l)otli  sides  as  far  as  the  sources  of  the  .said  rivers  as  enjoyed  or  ouj^ht 
to  ha\-e  been  enjo\'ed  b\'  the  kin^^s  of  FVance  precedinj^  and  as  the\'  have  there 
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maintained  tlieniselves  by  arms  and  by  treaties,  espeeially  tliose  of  Ryswiek, 
Utrecht  and  Aix  la  Cliappellc.* 

Bv  ''Ohio,''  as  nsed  in  this  leaden  plate,  is  meant  Allci^any.  From  the 
first  the  Alle<;aiiy  and  Ohio  were  reo;arded  by  the  French  and  Indians  as  one 
stream.  La  Ihllc  Riviere  bein<4'  the  name  <^iven  to  it  in  Frenc^i,  Alle^^any 
in  the  Delaware  tongne,  and  Ohio  in  the  vSeneca,  a'l  meaniniL;  it  is  said  ''fair 
or  beantifnl  water.''.  Snch  was  the  anxiety  of  the  Indians  as  to  the  mean- 
in<^  of  the  French  words  written  n]^on  it,  and  the  intentions  of  the  French  in 
sending  this  expedition  to  the  Ohio,  that  they  sent  Scan-a<;h-tra-dey-a,  a 
Cayng;a  chief,  all  the  way  thronoh  the  wilderness  to  Sir  William  Johnson  at 
his  seat  on  the  Mohawk  river  to  obtain  an  explanation  of  its  ])urport.  Scan- 
a<j^h-tra-dey-a  addressed  Sir  William  Johnson  :  "  P>rother  Corlear,  I  am  sent 
here  b\'  the  Five  Nations  with  a  piece  of  writing  (which  the  Senecas,  our 
brethren  <;()t  by  some  artifice  from  Joncaire)  to  )'ou,  earnestly  beseeching  you 
will  let  us  know  what  it  means,  and  as  we  ])ut  all  cnir  confidence  in  \-ou  our 
brother,  hoi)e  you  will  e\])lain  it  ingeniously  to  us  (  Mere  he  delivered  the 
leaden  j)late,  and  a  l)eU  of  wampum.)  ''  I  am  further  ordered. to  acijuaint  you, 
that  Joncaire,  the  P'rench  interj)reter,  when  on  his  journex'  to  Ohio  river, 
.spoke  thus  to  the  P'ive  Xatious.  and  others  in  our  alliance  : 

Children  :  Your  father,  (meaniuji^  the  French  (rovernor)  luwini^  out  of  a 
tender  re-p.rd  for  \  ou,  considered  the  <^reat  difficulties  )-ou  labor  under  by  carrv- 
in<^  your  ^i^oods,  canoes,  etc.,  o\er  the  <^reat  carr\  in,<i^  place  of  Niagara,  has 
desired  me  to  accpiaint  you  that  in  order  to  ease  you  all  of  so  much  trouble  for 
future  he  resolved  to  build  a  house  at  the  other  end  of  said  carryin;^  place, 
which  he  will  furnish  with  all  necessary  requisites  for  \our  use. 

"  Brother  Joncaire,  also  told  us  that  he  was  now  on  his  way  to  Ohio  ri\  er, 
where  he  intended  to  stay  three  years,  and  desired  some  of  us  to  accompany 
him  thither,  which  we  refused,  whereuixju  he  answered,  he  was  much  sur- 
prised at  our  not  consentinj^  to  <;o  with  him,  inasmuch  as  it  was  for  our 
interest  and  ease  he  was  sent  thither  to  build  a  house  there  also,  at  tlie  carry- 
inj^  ])lace  (meaning  Chautauqua)  between  said  rixer  Oliio  and  Lake  ICrie, 
where  all  the  western  Indians  should  be  supplied  with  whatever  goods  they 
may  have  occasion  for,  and  not  be  at  the  trouble  and  loss  of  time  going  so 
far  to  market  as  usual,  (meaning  Oswego)  after  this  he  desired  to  know  our 
opinion  of  the  affair,  and  begged  our  consent  to  build  in  said  places.  He 
gave  us  a  large  belt  of  wam])um,  therewith  desiring  our  answer,  which  we  told 
him  we  could  take  some  time  to  consider  of." 

Sir  William  Johnson  replied  :  "  Brethren  of  the  Five  Nations  :  I  am  always 
glad  to  see  you  at  my  house,  but  never  more  so  than  at  this  juncture,  as  it 
puts  it  in  my  power  now  to  be  of  the  greatest  .service  to  yon,  and  of  convinc- 
ing you  that  the  confidence  you  have  always  reposed  in  me  was  justly 
grounded,  and  will  ever  prove  the  greatest  advantage  to  you  while  you  con- 

•Sce  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc.  VI  p.  6io. 


So 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  X.  Y. 


tiiiue  to  beluwe  as  von  should,  and  follow  your  brother  the  ^j^overnor's  advice, 
and  not  snfTcr  yourselves  to  1)e  wheeled  or  misled  by  the  fine  speeches  of 
vour  <;reatest  enemy  tlie  French,  who  have  not,  nor  ever  had,  your  welfare 
at  heart,  as  vou  are  sensible  of  from  their  many  former  cruelties  and  ill 
treatment  to  \  our  pe()])]e.  ]>ut  their  scheme  now  laid  aj^ainst  you  and  yours, 
(at  a  time  when  they  are  feedini^'-  you  up  with  fine  promises  of  servin<^  you  in 
several  sliapes)  is  worse  than  all  the  rest,  as  will  appear  by  their  own  writ- 
ing- here  on  tiii^  plate/'  (Here  Sir  William  Johnson  repeated  the  substance 
of  tlie  writin.^  and  ii^ave  a  belt  of  wam|)um  to  confirm  what  he  said,  which 
belt  of  wampmn  was  to  be  sent  tlirou;^h  all  the  nations  to  the  ()hio  river). 
vSir  William  further  said  :  UreMiren,  this  is  an  affair  of  the  <>reatest  im- 
]M)rtance  to  \  <'U,  as  nothing  less  than  all  your  lands,  and  best  hunting-  places 
are  aimed  at,  with  a  view  of  secluding;-  you  entirely  from  us  and  the  rest  of 
our  bretliren,  to-wit  :  The  PliiL'ulel|)hians,  \'irj;inians  and  others,  who  can 
ahvavs  supplv  you  with  the  necessaiies  of  life  at  a  much  loxver  rate  than  the 
French  ever  did,  or  could,  and  under  whose  protection  you  are,  and  ever 
will  be  belter  and  safer  sers'ed  in  e\-ery  respect  than  under  the  I'Vench. 
These  and  a  hundred  other  substantial  reasons  I  could  j^ive  \'ou,  to  convince 
you  that  the  bVench  are  your  implacable*  enemies.  I  Jut  as  I  told  you  before 
tile  \-er\-  instrument  xo'a  now  broui^ht  me,  of  their  own  writinj^  •  is  sufTicient 
c>f  itself  to  con\-ince  tlie  world  of  their  \'illanous  designs,  therefore  I  need  not 
be  at  the  troul)le,  so  I  shall  only  desire  that  n'ou  and  all  other  nations  in 
alliance  with  \-ou,  seriously  consider  your  own  interestj^and  by  no  means 
suV'mit  to  the  imjiendin^^  dani^er  which  now  threatens  )-ou.,  the  onl\-  way  to- 
])re\cnt  whicli  is  to  turn  Joncaire  awa\'  innnediateh'  from  the  ()hio,  aiul  tell 
him  th;',t  the  I'reiich  shall  neithei'  build  there,  or  at  the  carrx  ini;-  |)lace  (»f 
Xiai^ara,  nor  ha\e  a  f)ot  of  land  more  from  you.  brethren,  what  I  now  say,, 
I  expect  and  in>i>t  it  to  be  taken  notice  of  and  sent  to  the  Indians  at  Ohio, 
that  tlu  \'  ma\'  immediatels'  know  the  \-ile  desi«,^;ns  of  the  hh'ench/' 

vSeau-a.!L;h-tra-dey-a  replied  :  I5rv)lher  Corlear,  I  have  with  :L;reat  attention 
and  >urprise,  heard  yon  repeat  the  substance  of  that  de\'ilish  writing-  which 
I  ])roiiMlu  \(>u,  antl  also  with  jtleasure,  noticed  your  just  remarks  thereon, 
which.  reall\-  a;.;ree  with  m\-  own  sentiments  on  it.  I  return  you  my  most 
hearty  thank<>  in  the  name  of  all  the  nations,  for  your  brotherly  love  and 
cordial  adx  ice,  which  I  promise  \-ou  sincerely  b)-  this  1>elt  of  wampum,  shall 
be  comunniicated  immediately,  and  verbatim  to  the  Imvc  Nations  b\-  mwself, 
and  moreoxer,  shall  see  it  forwarded  from  the  Seneca  Castle  with  belts  from 
each  <tfo\ir  nations,  to  the  Indians  at  ( )liio,  to  stren,i'then  your  desire,  as  I 
am  thoroui^hlv  sati>f!ed  \'ou  have  our  interest  at  heart."  ' 

The  leaden  plate  and  an  account  of  the  conference  between  vSir  William 
Johnson  and  the  Indians  were  transmitted  to  (iovernor  Clinton  at  Xew  York, 
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who  fully  informed  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  London  of  the  important  circum- 
stance. 

Althouo^h  the  existence  of  Chautauqua  lake  had  been  known  from  the 
time  La  Salle  discovered  it  in  1682  (sixty-seven  years  before  Ceioron  visited 
it)  its  name  was  first  recorded  in  the  journal  of  Ceioron,  the  records  of  his 
expedition,  upon  a  map  made  at  the  time,  and  upon  the  leaden  plate  pre- 
pared on  that  occasion."^ 

In  the  journal  of  the  expedition  the  name  is  sjK'lled  Chatakouin,''  and 
Chatacoin."*  l^pon  the  map  of  Father  r)onnecamps  who  accompanied  Cei- 
oron it  is  spelled  "  Tjadakoin.''  In  the  letters  of  Du  Quesne  t<>  the  iMxnch 
(lovernmcnt,  in  1753,  it  is  sjK'lled  Chataconit.''  In  the  History  of  the 
French  and  Kn.L,dish  wars  in  North  America''  written  b\-  Captain  Pouchot  in 
F'rench  and  on  tiie  map  accompanyin<;-  it  it  is  spelled  "  vShatacoin."  In  the 
aftldavit  of  vStephen  Coffin  it  is  sjK'lled  Chadakoin."  MitclR-ll,  in  1755 
writes  it  Cliadocoin/'  and  on  Crtvccocur's  map  of  I7,S''^  it  is  "  Cliatacouin." 
These  are  ob\iously  different  spc']]in_i4s  of  the  same  Indian  w^rd.  The  lake 
•and  its  outlet  were  located  wholl\-  within  the  territories  of  the  Inxpiois.  The 
nearest  Indian  villa;^^es  were  tho^e  of  that  people.  They  fished  in  its  waters, 
hunted  alon<;  its  shores,  and  their  trails  Hireaded  the  forests  where  it  lay. 
h<  name  would  naturally  be  a  word  in  th  j  Iroquois  ton,i;ue,  one  which  the 
iM'ench  would  Ik*  most  likely  to  adopt  and  en:L;rave  upon  the  leaden  plate. 
These  words  pronounced  accordin.i;- to  rules  of  iMench  orth(ep\  are  not  unlike 
our  word  Chautaucpia."  It  is  iKjt  strani;e  that  when  the  Fn^lish  succeedevl 
to  the  domain  of  the  lakes  that  this  name  should  acquire  a  somewhat  dirferent 
pronunciation,  and  that  in  time  it  should  be  still  further  chan,!L;ed.  ( )n  Lewis 
I^vans'  mai>  of  175S  and  FownalTs  map  of  1776  it  is  written  ''  Jadaxcjua 
by  Sir  William  Johnson  in  1766  ''Jadaj^dupia  by  (General  William  Ir\in 
who  \  isited  the  lake  before  17SS  Jadacpia  and  Corn])lanter  accordiu}^  to 
Alden  i)ronounce(l  it  Chaud-dauk-wa.'"  ( )n  the  ma])  made  1)\'  the  Holland 
Land  Company  in  1S04  it  is  s])elled  Chautau^lupie."  After  the  settlement 
of  the  count)'  it  was  sjX'Ued  Chautanque'*  until  i<^59  when  it  was  changed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  P>oard  of  Supervisors  at  the  su.!L;i^estion  of  the  Hon.  K. 
T.  Foote  to  Chautauquat.  These  small  chanj;es  are  due  to  the  various 
ton<;ues,  white  and  Indian,  in  which  it  has  been  successively  rendered.  Kven 
in  the  various  dialects  of  the  Inxpiois  lan_^ua;;e  it  was  uttered  ditfereiitly. 
The  vSeneeas  called  it    Cha-da-(jueh      the  CayuiL;as  Cha-dii-(iua      the  ( )non- 

■■|'h<  i'li  iitit>-  ol  "  Tdiadakoin  "  with  "  Clir\m.-in<|Ma"'  u;is  ("ir^t  olivcrvid  liy  tlu'  writt  r.  and  1>«  torv  Mr,  < ».  M. 
M  tr^h  ill  (lis -dv (  rcil  tin- jrmnial  kcj)t  1>y  I)c  Ccloroii  aii'l  the  manuscript  diary  of  l  ather  Ilnnncraniii'-  in  llu- 
l  r<  nch  archives  of  I'aris.  Attoition  was  iiftcrwards  calh  d  hy  the  writer  to  this  fact,  and  aNo  to  tlu  chanijes 
thai  the  word  Chaittaiupia  has  under^'f)ne  in  pronunciation  and  orthography  in  i^^j.^  in  Vouni;  s  "  History  of 
ChaTitatupia  County."  See  patres  .;5,  V\  :-,7.  See  .ilso  Aujiust  22.  !'^^7  nuinl)er  of  "  'I'lie  Continent"  i»ai:e  2J'^.  and 
"  llio^raphical  C>clopedta  of  Chatitaucjua  County,"  pa^e  '^^t. 

tjudj^e  Foote  wa«  prominently  identified  with  this  county  during  its  earlier  years,  ami  conse<juently 
familiar  with  its  earlier  settlers  and  its  history.  No  one  has"contrit)ute<l  so  n  uch  in  time  an<l  money,  or  has 
heen  more  solicitous  for  an  accurate  preservation  of  the  facts  connected  with  its  history. 
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dai^as  Cha-da-qiui  the  Tiiscaroras  Chii-ta-ciua  and  tlie  Moliavvks 
" Ja-da-qiia."  ( ).  II.  Marsliall  says:  It  is  a  Seneca  iiainc,  and  in  the  ortlio- 
ora])h\'  oftiiat  nation,  accordinj^  to  tlie  system  of  tlie  late  Rev.  Aslier  Wrij^ht, 
loni,''  a  niissionar\-  anion,!:;'  tlieni  and  a  flnent  speaker  of  their  lanj^na^t^e,  it 
would  l>e  written  '  Jali-dah-^^wah/  the  first  two  \'owels  beini^;-  lono-  and  the 
last  sliort." 

\'arioiis  >i!^iiifications  have  been  ascribed  to  Chautauqua/'  It  has  been 
said  to  mean  "  ro^<^''y  ])lace  "  also  "  hi<;h  up''  but  without  much  authority. 
Horatio  joiu'^  and  Jas])er  Parish,  early  Indian  interpreters  well  versed  in  the 
IiXKjUois  laiii^ua^e,  it  is  said  ,i;a\-e  its  ineanin<;'  to  be  a  ])ack  tied  in  the 
middle  "or  "two  moccasins  fastened  to^^etlier in  allusion  to  the  form  of  the 
lake.  Accordiii;^-  to  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  an  educated  Seneca  and  <;raduate  of 
(iene\a  Medical  College,  it  is  a  compound  word  formed  from  two  Indian 
words.  W'e  .'nix  e  an  Indian  tradition  u])0!i  his  authority.  ''A  ])art>'  of  vSene- 
cas  \\  ei\-  iw  tnrnini;  from  t he  (  )hio  to  Lake  hj  ie.  While  i>a(ldlin.L;  throuv^h 
Chaiil;Mi*(|na  lake  one  o!  ihem  cau;^ht  a  .stian^e  fish  and  tossi-d  it  inl(»  his 
canoe.  After  pas>in<;  the  porta^i^e  into  Lake  hirie,  the\'  found  the  li>h  still 
ali\-e  and  threw  it  in  the  water.  The  iK'W  species  1)ecame  abundant  in  Lake 
Iviie  wliere  it  was  ne\'er  known  before.  Hence  they  called  the  jjlace  where 
it  was  caught,  Jali-dah-.i; wfili,  the  elements  of  which  are  Ckl-joh  "  fish,''  and 
( ia-(la!i-;^\\  ah,  "  taken  out.''  By  droj)jnm^-  the  prefixes  accordin;^- to  vSeiieca 
custom  tile  compound  name  "  Jali-dah-j; w^lli  "  was  formed.''  The  name  of 
an  objecl  am'oii!^  a  ])riniiti\'e  people  is  usually  deri\'ed  from  some  peculiarity 
Aside  from  the  tradition  ^i\'eii  b\'  Dr.  Wilson  the  elements  of  this  Indian 
word  would  indicate  that  it  meant  the  ])lace  where  fish  are  taken  out,  or 
more  coniprehensi\-el\-  I'ish  Lake;"  an  ap])ropriate  name,  for  it  has 
been  lono  and  widely  celebrated  for  the  excellence  and  the  (luantit)'  of 
its  fish. 

The-  following-  le^x-nd  of  the  lake  has  been  related:  Some  Indians  once, 
cam])ed  u])on  it>  shoie.  A  \-oun_^  maiden  of  the  party  Inudui;  eaten  ofa  root 
j^iowinL;  upon  its  ])anks  which  created  <;reat  thirst  stoo]>ed  to  drink  of  its 
waters  when  she  disap])eared  forever.  Hence  the  name,  which  accordin<4  to 
the  legend  siiL^uified  "  the  ])lace  of  easy  death  "  or  where  one  vanislies  away." 
Cornplanter,  in  his  famous  sj^eech  against  the  title  of  the  Phel])s  and  (iorhani 
tracl  alliulin^i;  to  the  tradition,  sa>-s  :  In  this  case  one  chief  has  said  he  could 
ask  you  to  put  him  out  of  ])ain  ;  another,  who  will  not  think  of  dyiiio;  by 
the  hand  of  his  father  or  his  brother,  has  said,  he  will  retire  to  Cliau-dauk-wa, 
eat  ol  the  fatal  root,  and  sleep  with  his  fathers  in  peace." 

♦  O.  n.  .Mar>»nn. 
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The  following  lines  are  from  the 

Famous  in  the  days  of  yore, 
Britrht  Ja-(la-(jua  I  \vas  thy  shore, 
Ami  the  stran.i;cr  treasures  yet 
Pebbles  tlial  thy  waves  liave  wet  '; 
I'or  they  catcli  an  added  glow 
I'roni  a  tale  of  hn\^  airo. 
I^re  the  settler's  flashini;  steel 
Ranii  the  j^reenwoorl's  funeral  peal, 
Or  the  plow-share  in  the  vale 
lilotted  out  the  red  man's  trail. 

Deadly  was  the  })lant  that  i^rew 
Near  thy  sheet  of  j^lniimerin}^  blue, 
lUit  the  mystic  leaves  \Nere  known 
To  our  wanderini^  tribe  alone. 
Sweeter  far  than  lioneyed  fruit 
Of  the  wihl  plmn  was  its  root ; 
Hut  the  smallest  morsel  cursed 
1'liose  who  tasted,  with  a  thirst 
That  impelled  them  to  leaj)  down 
In  thy  cooling  depth,  and  drown. 

**  On  thy  ])anks,  in  other  hours, 
Sat  0-\v.\-N.\  wreathing  flowers, 
An<l,  with  whortleberries  sweet, 
I'illed  were  baskets  at  her  feet. 
Nature  to  a  form  of  grace 
Had  allietl  a  faultless  face  ; 


of  Col.  Wni.  H.  C.  I  losnier: 

lUit  the  Music  of  her  trea«l 

Made  the  ])rophet  shake  his  head, 

I'or  the  mark  of  early  doom 

He  had  seen  t]ir«)Ugh  beauty  bloom. 

*'  When  a  fragrant  wreath  was  made, 
Round  her  brow  she  clas]>ed  the  braid 
When  her  roving  eye.  alas  I 
I'lowering  in  the  summer  grass, 
Did  the  fatal  plant  behold. 
And  she  plucke<i  it  fn»m  the  mould  ; 
Of  the  honeye<l  root  she  ate. 
And  her  ]ieril  learned  to  late. 
Plying  fast  her  thirst  tn  slake 
I'rotn  thy  wave,  enchanting  lake. 

•*  'i'hen  \.as  gained  tlie  tri  aclu  rous  brink 
SloojH'd  ()-w.\-N.\  «lo\vn  to  drink  ; 
Then  the  wati-rs.  calm  bi-fore, 
Waking,  burst  \i])on  the  shore  ; 
And  the  maid  was  seen  no  more. 
A/.ure  glass  !  in  emeralds  framed, 
Since  that  lunir  Ja-da-(pia  named, 
Or  'the  ])lace  of  easy  «leath,' 
When  I  pant  with  failing  breatli, 
I  will  eat  the  root  that  grows 
On  thy  banks,  an<l  hnd  re])ose 
With  the  loveliest  of  our  daughters 
In  thy  blue  engulling  waters." 


Whatever  may  be  the  nieanino;  of  this  word,  it  is  of  undoubted  Indian 
origin,  and  has  become  the  lastin<;  name  of  the  lake. 

Ye  say  they  all  have  ])asse<l  away, 

That  noble  race  and  brave  ; 
That  their  light  canoes  have  vanished 

I'rom  off  the  crested  wave  ; 
That  'mid  the  forest  where  they  roamed 

There  rings  no  hunter  shout. 
But  their  name  is  on  your  waters — 

Ye  may  not  wash  it  out." 
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CHAi'fi:R  VIII. 

THK  OLl>  PORTAGK  ROAD.* 

THK  vovaj^^e  of  Ccluron  and  tlie  bnildiniL!^  of  the  F'reiicli  road  from  the 
site  of  ICrie  to  tliat  of  Watcrford,  Pa.,  and  the  building;  of  the  Portage 
Road  from  the  site  of  Parcelona  to  tliat  of  Mayyille  are  important 
ewnts  in  llic  histor\'  of  tlie  conntw  Tlie  Portaj^e  road  was  cnt  b>'  tlie 
iMxneli  twoitv  years  ])L-f<»r(.'  the  battle  of  lA'xin^ton.  It  was  the  first  work 
|X'rfornied  by  civilized  hands  within  tlie  limits  of  Cliantau(ina  county  of 
which  \\c  aix-  co^^ni/ant. 

CclordiTs  \»>\aLic-  and  the  burial  of  the  leaden  j)late  constituted  a  definite, 
otllci;il  an<l  at^i^iessix  e  assertion  by  the  Phvnch  of  their  claim  U)  all  the  terri- 
tories watered  b\-  the  Mississippi  and  "its  tribntaries.  It  was  at  the  time 
re,i;ard.e(l  b\  tli(>^e  in  anthorit)'  in.  America  and  ICn.iiland  as  of  ^^reat  sij^nifi- 
cance  and  i!n|>ortance.  (io\-enior  Clinton,  besides  informinj^  the  Lords  of 
Trade  in  London  of  these  acts  of  the  Prench  inimediatel)'  sent  copies  of  the 
leaden  plate  to  (io\ernor  Haiiiilton  of  Pennsylvania,  within  whose  jnrisdic- 
tioii  Celoron  jonriiexed. 

The  MaKpiis  dn  Onesne,  who  succeeded  (lalissonire  as  o-()vernor  o^eneral 
of  Canada  in  1752,  proceeded  in  a  still  more  decisi\'e  manner  to  establish 
the  doininion  of  balance  o\'er  the  disputed  territory.  Me  made  ])re]xirations 
t«'  conslruet  the  Ioiil;  line  of  frontier  forts  to  unite  Canada  with  Lt^nisiaiia. 
In  the  fall  of  17^2  he  reiideied  an  acconiit  of  the  arrangements  that  he  had 
made  t»>  e,iir\-  <>ut  the  desi<;ns  of  the  iMeiich  in  a  letter  t<>  the  I'leiieh  Minis- 
ter <•!"  the  marine  and  colonies  in  Paris,  in  whitdi  he  stated  that  he  would 
be.^in  his  p< »ts  at  a  ]M)iiu  near  tlie  month  of  Chantaiupia  creek  which  he  called 
the  Chataeonit.  It  is  e\  ident  from  this  letter  that  Dn  Onesne  fnll\-  believed, 
from  tile  information  tliat  he  had,  that  the  carryinij^  ])lace  between  this  ])oint 
and  the  head  of  Chantan<|na  lake  was  the  shortest  and  most  ])racticable  that 
conld  ])e  found  between  the  waters  of  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio.  His  informa- 
tion was  nndoubiedlx- derixed  from  I)e  Celoron  and  his  associates,  and  the 
reports  of  their  journe\  in;;s  four  \  ears  before  over  this  same  ronte.  The 
carrviiii^  ])lace  between  bh  ie  and  Le  Poenf  was  discovered  after  the  porta.'i^e 
in  Chantaiupia  county.     The  im])ortance  that  Dn  Onesne  attached  to  the 

-1)1 .  n  e  r.iylor,  in  ;i  p.ipi  r  rt;i(l  in  is  , ,  l.cfuri-  tlic  Cli  intaU(|U.i  S.-cit  ly  of  History  aiul  Nalnr.il  Scit  iKe, 
Kavc  ;t  .Ui.iiU.l  .11  count  oftlic-  <  »M  I'ort.i^;..  kori.l,  TIk-  writer  also  ^avi'  a  lull  history  of  it  in  Young's  •'  History 
<.)f  eiiantauiiua  Coantx  ,"  j.atii  s  ^7  to  is 
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selection  of  the  best  carrying  place  between  these  waters  is  evident  from  the 
language  used  in  his  communications  to  the  French  government. 

Du  Ouesne  during  the  winter  completed  his  preparations  which  were 
hastended  by  false  reports  received  by  Joncaire  that  the  Knglish  had  actually 
settled  upon  French  creek,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  Conewango  with  the 
Allegany  where  Warren  is  situated,  which  the  French  and  Indians  then 
called  Chinengue.  In  early  spring  he  dispatched  from  Montreal  an  advanced 
force  of  250  men  under  Barbeer  for  Chautauqua,  with  orders  to  fell  and  pre- 
pare timber  for  the  building  of  a  fort  there.  They  marched  to  Fort  Niagara 
where  they  remained  until  Lake  Erie  was  free  from  ice,  then  pursued  their 
way  by  water  along  the  shore  of  the  lake,  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  Chau- 
tauqua creek  in  April,  1753. 

vSieur  IMarin,  to  whom  was  assigned  tlie  chief  C(»nnuand  of  all  llie  forces 
of  iMance  o])eratiug  in  the  countr\'  of  the  Ohio  arris  t-d  Liter  with  a  f<Mce  of 
500  soldiers  and  20  Indians  and  ])Ut  a  stop  to  the  building  of  the  fort,  bcliox'- 
iug  the  river  of  Chadekoins,  as  tlie  outlet  of  Cliaulauqua  lake  was  called, 
too  shallow  to  carry  craft  with  provisions  to  the  Ohio  river.  An  altercation 
ensued  ;  I>arbeer  insisting  either  upon  building  the  fort  according  to  his 
instructions,  or  that  .Marin  should  give  him  a  writing  that  would  justif\'  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  governor.  Marin  finally  complied  with  P)arl)eer's  demand, 
and  then  dispatched  Chevalier  Le  Mercier,  a  captain  of  artillery,  to  whom 
was  assigned  the  duties  of  engineer  for  the  expedition,  to  e.\]>lore  the  shore 
for  a  better  point  of  departure  from  the  lake.  After  three  days'  absence  Le 
Mercier  returned  to  Chautauqua  and  reported  that  about  fifteen  leagues  to 
the  soutliwest  he  had  discovered  a  harbor  where  boats  could  enter  with  per- 
fect safety,  and  that  it  was  a  most  favorable  ])oint  for  their  purpose.  The 
French  immediately  rejxiired  thither,  and  fomul  twenty  Indians  fishing  in 
the  lake,  who  fled  on  their  aj^proach.  Here  tlie  P'rench  built  a  fort  120  feet 
square  and  15  feet  high  of  chestnut  logs.  It  had  a  gate  on  the  north  and 
south  sides  but  no  port  holes.  The  French  called  it  Fort  Presque  Isle.  It 
stood  where  now  is  the  city  of  Krie.  "  Uj^on  the  completion  of  this  fort, 
Marin  left  Captain  Der])oiitcy,  with  100  men  to  garrison  it,  and  cut  a  wagon 
road  to  the  southward  through  a  fine  level  country,  twenty-one  miles  to  a 
point  on  the  river  La  Boeuf,  the  site  of  Water  ford.  Pa.  Wliile  building  this 
fort,  IMarin  sent  Monsieur  Bite  with  fifty  men  to  the  Allegany  river,  where 
French  creek  empties  into  it,  and  Marin  built  ninety  boats  to  carry  the  bag- 
gage and  provisions.  Bite  returned  and  rei)orted  the  situation  good  but  the 
river  too  low  at  that  time  for  boats  and  that  the  Indians  had  forbid  the 
building  of  the  fort.  When  the  fort  Aux  Boeufs  was  comi|^leted,  Marin 
ordered  his  forces  to  return  to  Canada  to  remain  thro\igh  the  winter,  except- 
ing 300  men,  retained  to  garrison  the  two  forts  and  to  prepare  materials  for 
the  ])uilding  of  other  forts  in  the  spring.    He  also  sent  Coeur,  an  olficer  and 
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interpreter,  to  stav  duriiiji^  the  winter  anionj^  tlie  Indians  on  tlie  Ohio  and  to 
persuade  llieni  not  only  to  permit  the  building  of  forts,  but  to  join  the 
French  aj^ainst  the  Knj4lis]i. 

Kij^lit  davs  before  the  French  departed  from  Presque  Isle,  Chevalier  Le 
Crake  arrived  from  Canada  in  a  birch  canoe,  with  orders  from  Du  Ouesne  to 
make  pre])arations  to  build  the  next  sprin^^  two  forts  in  Chautauqua  ;  one  at 
Lake  Frie,  and  one  at  the  end  of  the  carryinj;-  place  on  Chautauqua  lake. 
C)ctober  2S,  about  440  blench  under  Captain  Deneman  set  out  from  Presque 
Isle  for  Canada  in  twenty-two  boats,  followed  in  a  few  days  l)y  760  men,  the 
remainder  of  the  French  that  were  not  left  to  j4arris(Mi  the  forts  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. (  )ctol)er  y\  1 733'  ^^^<-*y  ^^'t'-ved  at  Chautauqua,  at  or  near  I>arcelona. 
Here  within  this  c(»unl\-,  this  army  encam])ed  four  da>s,  and  200  men  under 
Monsieur  Pean,  '  cut  the  wai^ou  road  o\'er  the  carrx  in:^- ]>lace,  from  L;d>:e  Krie 
to  Chautaucpia  lake.  The  Im-cucIi  were  satisfied  with  this  route,  and  Xox'em- 
l)er  third  sel  out  for  Canada,  arrix  iu!:;-  at  XiajL;ara  on  the  6th.  i" 

The  jiumbcrof  iMvnch  eui^aj^ed  in  this  ex])edition  was  1,500  men.  Xine 
pieces  of  arlillerv  \\  ere  brouL^ht  wliich  were  left  in  Fort  Le  Poeuf.  These 
constitute  the  operations  of  the  bVencli  in  1753  in  this  remote  wilderness 
and  the\-  were-  deemed  of  _L;reat  importance  e\-en  in  Paris,  as  appears  in  the 
correspondence  of  the  b'rench  oflicials.  To  furnish  an  army  of  1,500 
men  with  supplies  and  munitions  and  ^end  them  iVom  Montreal,  itself  but  a 
fortress  in  tiK-  depths  of  the  forest,  still  farther  to  the  west,  tliRui^^h  an 
untraver>etl  wilderness,  over  inland  seas,  500  miles  to  these  wild  and  almost 
unknown  re^ioirs,  was  an  enterprise  then  rej^arded  as  of  no  small  ma^^nitude 
e\en  b\-  a  ^oxernnient  as  powerful  as  P'^rance. 

Tile  olbcial  account  of  this  expedition  is  in  this  interestinj^  letter,  dated 
Au;^ust  20,  1753,  from  I)u  Ouesne  to  M.  de  Ron\-ille  the  PVench  minister  of 
marine  and  colonies. 

"  M\-  Lnrd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
alter  the  airaiii^tinent  1  had  made,  whereof  I  rendered  you  an  account  last 
fall.  \'ou  will  see,  m\-  Lord,  by  tlie  extracl:  of  the  journal  hereto  annexed, 
the  reasons  wliich  com|)elled  me  to  reduce  to  almost  one  half  the  van<;uard, 
that  1  informed  \  on  consisted  of  400  men,  and  those  that  determined  me  to 
preier  landing  the  troops  at  the  harl^or  of  Pres(pie  Isle  on  Lake  PIrie,  which 
I  \ery  li)rtun;ilel\-  di-co\  ered,  instead  of  Chataconit,  where,  I  informed  \  ou, 

'  ■  llu'-;\K-.  IV  III  "  u  h.)  -uix.  1  intt_  iidt  il  the  liiuMiiit;  of  t!ii>  old  l'ort;i.i;c  ro.nl  i  was  a  native  i>f  Canada  ;  hi.s 
falhi  r  .Kill  'K  t  n  ad'Mr.iiH.  .  r  t<.\\  ii  ni.ijoi  of  <jiic'<i  c  ;  a  •^it^lation  to  wliich  the  son  Miccectkd  liii  the  .arrival  of 
M.  dc  liiihju'.re.  I!;-  wilt,-  \va>  voiniu.  ^]iirit\ia!.  iniM.  an<l  ut>li;^'iiii;,  and  lier  conversation  aimi-'inij: ;  she  suc- 
cted.<  d  in  .  l.tainiii-  ■.  in-id>,  r.'.Me  intlnciice  over  the  inteiidant  M.  IJi^ot  who  went  rei^nlarly  to  •<pend  his  even- 
ing- with  her.  S!-,e  ^i_c.ime  at  U  ii-tli  the  ehanne!  throui^h  which  the  i)iil.lic  ])atrona^e  flowed.  Teaii  in  a 
short  tniie  -aw  !iini-el*  worth  !"ilt>  thousand  crowns  I'.i'^ot,  the  inlendant,  reciniring  a  hirije  •'Upply  of  wheat, 
Ka\i  I'eaii  the  ci  ntr  i^t  all'!  t  V(  n  .uhanced  him  money  Irom  the  trea-virv  with  wliich  the  wlieal  \vas  Ixjught. 
Thi  Miteitdaiit  iK  .\t  i--.iiec',  an  ord.innnce,  fixini,'  tlie  price  of  wheat  much  hiv;her  than  I'ean  pnrcliased  it.  The 
latter  ile'.nx  reil  u  to  the  government  at  the  price  fixed  '>y  the  ordinance,  wherehy  he  realized  an  imnieiise 
profii  o!.taiiKd  a  -ei^niory  .and  i.^c.ime  very  wealthy."  r<,f/e<(t'nia  of  f^uJ.^c  Ltt' rtiri/  <in<l  H  ittoiicul  Socotu, 
lS>s,j,.,,,-  '.S.    •■  He  \v  a>  .iiterw  ards  created  a  Kniij;ht  of  St.  I.onis."    Smtth't  C'lioi'lii,  I.,  page  jji. 

+  1.' vJol.-Tiial  Hi-t.>r\- of  N.  V.  :      ,  . 
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I  would  1)0^111  my  ]H)sts.  This  discovery  is  so  iinicli  more  propitious,  as  it 
is  luu  bor  whicli  the  largest  barks  can  enter  hjaded,  and  be  in  perfecl:  safet\'. 
I  am  informed  that  tlie  beach,  tlie  soil,  and  tlie  resources  of  all  sorts,  were 
the  same  as  represented  to  me.  The  ])lan  I  send  you  of  this  ]ilace  is  only  a 
rou,q;h  sketch  until  it  is  corrected.  I  have  i;iven  orders  that  this  be  proceeded 
witii. 

"The  letter  I  received  on  the  12th  of  January  last  fr(»m  M.  de  Joncaire, 
has  oblijL^ed  me  to  force  to  obtain  j^rovisions  from  the  farmers,  to  enable  me 
to  o]i])ose  the  projecls  of  the  Kn,i;lish,  who,  he  acU  iscd  me,  had  sent  smiths 
to  Chinen_!^ue and  the  river  Anx  lUeuf,  where  they  were  even  settled  ;  and 
that  there  was  a  terril>le  excitement  amon<^  the  Indians,  who  looked  upon  it 
as  certain  that  the  Euf^lish  would  be  firmly  settled  there  in  the  course  of 
this  year,  not  ima.i^ininj^  that  my  forces  were  capable  of  o]>])osini;'  them.  This 
fear,  which  made  me  attempt  the  impossible,  has  had  hilherlo  the  mi>st  com- 
plete success.  All  the  ]>i'o\  isions  ha\e  arri\-ed  from  without,  aUer  a  delay  of 
fifteen  days,  and  I  had  them  transjiorted  with  all  imaginable  dilii^ence,  into 
a  counti  )  so  full  of  difficulties,  in  consecpience  of  the  i^ieat  uunkber  of  xoy- 
a,!L;eurs  ^vhich  I  ac(juiied  to  ascend  the  rapids,  the  race  of  which  is  L;ettin!^ 
scarce. 

I  was  not  ]o\v^  in  perceiving-  that  this  movement  made  a  considerable 
impression  on  the  Indians;  and  what  has  thrown  more  consternation  amonij^ 
them  is,  that  I  had  no  recourse  to  them  ;  for  I  contented  myself  with  tellin,iL^ 
our  d'jiniciliated  tribes,  that  if  there  were  eii^ht  or  ten  from  each  \-illa<;e  who 
had  the  curiosity  to  witness  my  operations,  I  would  permit  them  to  follow 
Sieur  ^larin,  the  commander  of  the  detachn:eiit,  wliom  they  were  well 
acquainted  with,  and  in  whom  they  have  confidence.  Df  200  whom  I  pro- 
posed to  send  forward,  only  70  are  sufficient  for  scouts  and  hunters. 

''All  the  nati\'es  that  came  down  to  see  me  from  the  u])i>er  country,  and 
who  met  the  multitude  of  bateaux  and  canoes  which  were  convex  iu!^  the 
men  and  elTects  belon.^iniL^  to  the  detachment,  presented  themselves  all  tremb- 
linj;  before  me,  and  UAd  me  that  the\*  were  aware  of  m\-  ])»>wer  by  the  swarm 
of  men  they  had  passed,  and  be_L;_L;"e(l  me  to  have  pit\-  on  them,  their  wives 
and  their  children.  I  took  ad\anta^e  of  their  terror  to  speak  to  them  in  a 
firm  tone  and  menacini^  the  first  tlu;t  would  falter;  and  instead  of  a  month 
or  five  weeks  that  they  were  accustomed  to  remain  here  consuming;  the 
Kiuj^'s  ])rovisif)ns,  I  n^ot  rid  of  them  on  the  fourth  day. 

"  It  a])i)ears  up  to  this  time,  that  the  execution  of  the  j)lan  of  m\-  enter- 
prise makes  so  stron;^  an  impression  upon  the  natives,  that  all  the  x  a^^abonds 
who  had  taken  refui^e  on  the  Ueautiful  Ri\-er,  have  returned  to  their  villa<;e. 

"  I  kec]:)  the  five  nations  much  embarrassed  because  they  have  not  come 
down  to  Montreal,  and  the  only  step  the\"  have  taken  has  been  to  send  the 
ladies  {(ianus)  of  their  council  to  Sieur  Marin  to  iiujuire  )f  him  by  a  belt, 
whether  he  was  marchiniL,^  with  the  hatchet  uplifted.  He  told  them  that  he 
bore  it  aloft,  in  order  that  no  person  should  be  i^^iiorant  of  the  f.ict  ;  but  as 
for  the  present,  his  orders  were  to  use  it  only  in  case  he  encountered  oppo- 
sition to  my  will  ;  that  my  intention  was  to  supi)ort  and  assist  them  in  their 
necessities,  and  to  drive  away  the  evil  spirits  that  encompassed  them,  and 
that  disturbed  the  earth. 

♦  Clniicnmu-.  ur  Shctuin^o,  is  lni<l  down  in  Mitclu  M  s  nuip  at  the  junction  i>f  tlic  Com  \v;ini:o  ami  Allcijany, 
wluTf  Warren  is  now  situatctl. 
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r  was  aware  that  the  Eiij^Hsh  of  Philadelpliia  had  invited  them  to 
general  council,  and  that  tliey  had  refused  to  attend  to  it.  Furtlier,  I  knew 
from  a  man  worthy  of  credit,  wlio  happened  to  be  amoni"^  these  Indians  when 
the  Kni^dish  arrived,  that  they  liad  rejected  tlie  belts  which  had  been  offered 
to  oppose  tile  entrance  of  the  Kiui^'s  troops  into  the  river  Ohio,  since  they 
liad  sold  it  to  the  Ivn^lish.  They  answered  that  they  would  not  meddle  with 
niv  ailairs,  and  that  tlK-\'  would  look  (piietly  on,  from  their  mats,  persuaded 
as  the\'  were,  that  m\'  jtroceedint^s  had  no  other  o1)ject  than  to  j^ive  a  clear 
skv  to  a  country  which  served  as  a  refui^e  for  assassins  who  had  reddened  the 
ground  with  their  l)lood. 

This  nation,  which  possesses  a  superior  oovernment  to  all  others,  allowed 
itself  to  be  dazzled  b\'  contimied  presents,  and  did  not  perceive  that  the 
hhi^lish  are  hemming-  it  in,  so  that  if  it  do  not  shake  oil  their  yoke  'twill 
soon  Ik-  eiishued.  I  shall  lead  them  to  make  this  rellection,  in  order  to 
induce-  lliem  to  pull  dow  n  Chonej^anen,  which  is  destro\'in_^  them  and  will  be 
the  ruin  (»f  the  colony. 

Should  wc  lia\  e  had  to  use  reprisals,  I  woidd  soon  ha\'e  taken  that  ])ost. 
I  have  already  forwarded  to  lM)rt  iM'ontenac,  the  artilkry  aiul  ever\  thin<^^ 
necessar)'-  to  this  dntp  dc 

"  vSicur  Marin  writc-s  me  on  the  3d  instant,  that  the  fjrt  at  lhes(|ue  Isle 
is  entirel\'  hnishcd  ;  that  the  PortaL;e  road,  which  is  six  leaj^ues  in  lenj^th, 
is  also  read\'  for  carriaL^es  ;  that  the  store  which  was  necessary  to  be  built 
half  wa\-  across  this  Portage,  is  in  a  condition  to  recei\  e  the  supplies,  and 
that  the  second  fort,  which  is  located  at  the  mouth  of  the  ri\  er  Aux  lUeuf, 
will  soon  ])e  completed. 

''This  counnandant  informs  me,  moreox'er,  that  he  is  having;;  some 
])iro:^^ues  constru.eted  ;  whilst  men  are  actually  employed  in  tran:-])ortin}4-  his 
stores  ;  and  he  tells  me  that  all  the  Delawares,  Chationanons  [Shawnees]  and 
vSciiccas,  on  the  I'cautiful  Rix'er,  had  come  to  meet  him,  and  tha:  he  had  so 
well  received  them,  that  they  were  very  zealously  assisting;-  with  their  horses 
that  they  ha\-e  bn)U,L;ht  ahju.^;  with  them  in  makin^;-  the  porta^^e. 

There  has  not  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  least  impediment  to  the 
considerable  mow-ments  I  ha\-e  caused  to  be  made;  e\'er\-thin_L;  arris'ed  at  its 
destination  with  i^reater  eelerit)'  than  I  anticipated  ;  and  amonj^  the  ])rodi- 
<^i(jus  nund)er  of  bateaux  or  canoes  that  have  jxissed  the  rapids,  onl)-  one 
has  upset,  drowniui;-  se\-en  men. 

''As  it  is  impossible  in  a  mo\'ement  as  vast  as  it  was  precipit(jus  for  this 
Country,  that  s<jme  of  the  ])ro\'ision,s  should  be  spoiled  in  open  craft,  despite 
all  the  precautions  that  could  be  taken,  I  ha\'e  sent  on  as  much  as  was  neces- 
sary to  repair  the  loss, 

]-Aer\  thini;  announces,  my  Lord,  the  successful  execution  of  my  pro- 
ject, unless  so:ue  unforseen  accident  has  occurred;  and  the  only,  anxiety  I 
ieel  Is,  tiiat  the  Ri\er  Aux  Poeuf  portai^e  will  delay  the  entrance  of  our 
troops  into  the  P.eautiful  Ri\-er,  as  it  is  lon,t^^  and  there  is  considerable  to 
carr\-,  and  the  horses  I  have  sent  thither  have  arrived  there  exhausted  by 
fati-ue.  lint  I  hope  this  will  be  obviated  by  those  the  Indians  have  brou«,dit 
thither,  and  tha.t  the  mildness -of  the  climate  will  admit  of  the  completion  of 
the  ]>osts.  Tile  extreme  boldness  with  which  I  have  executed  a  project  of  so 
much,  importance,  has  caused  me  the  liveliest  inquietude  ;  the  famine  which 
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met  me  on  my  arrival  at  Ouebec  liaving  reduced  me,  forwardinj^  only  900 
barrels  of  flour  as  the  whole  supply. 

From  the  knowled<4-e  I  have  accpiired  this  winter,  1  would  have  com]K)sed 
m\'  van;;uard  of  yoo  men,  had  I  had  an  entrepot  of  prox  isions  at  Xiaj^ara, 
because  that  bod)'  of  men  would  ha\e  assuredly  advanced  to  the  portage 
which  I  was  desirous  of  occupinj^  ;  havin;^^  to  fear  some  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  of  the  lieautiful  River  at  the  instii^;ation  of  the  ICni^lish  ; 
my  plan  havin.L;-  been  discovered,  and  l)ruited  abroad  since  M.  de  la  Jonrpiire's 
deatli,  in  consecjuence  of  the  ex])lorations  that  I  caused  to  be  made  by  some 
bark  canoes,  notwithstanding-  the  color  I  wished  to  i^dve  these  movements. 

''I  lea\-e  >'ou  to  jud^^e,  my  Lord,  the  trouble  of  mind  I  felt  at  tlie  reduc- 
tion of  this  \'an<;uard  to  250 men,  which  I  was  oblii^ed  to  send  Mke  what  is 
called  in  the  arm\'  a  forlorn  ho]>e,  ^\•hen  dispatched  to  e\])lore  a  work.  ( )n 
the  other  hand,  I  sliould  pnKX'cd  at  a  snaiTs  pace  could  I  continue  m\-  opera- 
tions only  with  the  assistance  deri\-ed  from  the  sea,  the  incon\-euiences  of 
which  I  understood.  In  line,  my  Lord,  if  there  1)e  an\-  merit  in  doinj^  any- 
thing;'contrary  to  the  j)rudence  of  a  person  of  my  a.i^e,  who  has  not  the  vc\m- 
tation  of  l)ein_L;  devoid  of  th.at  \-irtue,  the  enterprise  in  question  Mould  be 
entitled  to  ver\'  ,!L;reat  credit  ;  but  uecessit)'  having-  constrained  me  to  it,  I  do 
not  adopt  it,  and  attribute  its  success  to  sini^ular  _i;()od  fortune  which  I  would 
not  for  all  the  world  attempt  a,i;ain. 

The  discovery  I  have  made  of  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  which  is 
re.i^arded  as  the  finest  s])ot  in  Nature,  has  determined  me  to  send  a  ro\  al 
assistant  pilot  to  search  around  the  Xiai^ara  ra])i(ls  for  some  ]")lace  where  a 
bark  could  remain  to  take  in  its  load.  Xothini;  would  be  of  j^^reater  advan- 
tage in  the  saving;  of  transport,  and  the  security  of  the  property  of  the  new 
posts  and  of  Detn^it  ;  but  it  is  necessary  to  fmd  a  <;-ood  bottom,  so  that  the 
anchors  may  hold  ;  for  it  could  safely  winter  at  Pres(|ue  Isle,  where  it  would 
be  as  it  were  in  a  box.  I  impatientl\"  await  the  return  of  this  pilot,  and  I 
would  be  much  flattered  could  I  be  aide  to  announce  to  y(Mi  in  m\'  latest  dis- 
patches, that  I  have  ordered  the  construction  of  this  \-essel. 

"  I  must  not  leave  you  i^^-norant,  my  Lord,  how  niucli  I  am  ])leased  with 
Sieur  Marin,  the  commander  of  the  det'atchment,  and  Major  Pean.  The  for- 
mer, wlio  has  an  ex])erienced  caj^acity,  mana<^es  the  Indians  as  he  pleases  ; 
and  he  has,  at  his  aii^e,  the  same  zeal  and  activity  as  any  \ounn^  olTicer  that 
may  enter  the  service.  The  second  is  endowed  with  all  the  talent  ima.i^ina- 
ble  for  detail  and  resources,  and  knows  no  other  occupation  than  that  of 
accomplishino;^  the  object  he  is  intrusted  with.  He  alone  had  charge  of  dis- 
patchino;  all  the  canoes  and  batteaux,  and  acquitted  himself  of  that  duty 
with  g-reat  order.  Chevalier  Lc  Mercier,  to  whom  I  assigned  the  duties  of 
engineer,  and  who  is  also  intrusted  with  the  distribution  of  the  provisions,  is 
an  officer  possessing  the  rarest  talent.  Sieur  Marin  expresse  s  himself  to  me  in 
the  highest  terms  of  all  those  who  are  under  his  orders,  and  who  vie  with 
each  other  in  diligence. 

*'I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant. 

In  addition  to  Du  Quesne's  report  we  have  a  detailed  and  apparently 
•  autlientic  narrative  of  their  operations  in  Chautatiqua  county  and  Pennsyl- 
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vania  in  1753  in  an  afTulavit  made  by  Stephen  Coffin  before  vSir  William 
Johnson,  Januarv  10,  1754.  vStephen  Coffin  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Frencli  and  Indians  Febrnary  1 1,  1747,  at  Minas  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  detained 
in  Ivowcr  Canada  nnlil  January,  1752,  wlien  lie  was  allowed  to  join  the  com- 
mand uf  P>arl)eer  in  this  ex[)edition.  On  the  ri.*tnrn  of  the  French  forces,  the 
troops  became  fatii^iied  from  rowini;  all  nij^ht  upon  Lake  Ontario,  and  were 
ordered  to  land  within  a  mile  of  the  month  of  0>we;L;o  river  for  breakfast, 
when  Coffin  and  a  bhenchman  escaped  to  the  hhit^lish  fort  of  ()sweL;c),  and  he 
afterwards  made  this  affidavit  : 

'  '\Stephen  Coffin,  of  full  aiL^e,  bein;^-  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith 
that  he  was  taken  ])ris()ner  by  the  h'reneh  and  Indi:uis  of  Canada  at  Menis, 
in  the  \  ear  1747,  uinler  tlie  command  of  Major  Xoble,  from  whence  he  was 
brou.'ulit  l<»  an  Indian  \-illa;^e  called  ( )el:a^ouc]ie,  ;d)()Ut  fifteen  lea^L^iies  to  the 
westwaidi  of  Chcbueta,  wheie  he  was  ke[)t  three  weeks  prisoner,  Irom  thence 
Ik-  was  carried  to  a  I'reiich  settlement  called  Ileaubasiii,  where  the  hh'encli 
had  a  wu'xku  fort  then  garrisoned  with  25  nicu,  remaining;  there  tw*)  months, 
from  tlicuce  they  took  him  to  Oaspey,  a  considerable  lishinj^^  place  in  the 
(  rulf  of  St.  Lawrence  near  to  the  entrance  of  the  ri\  er  ;  there  are  about  ^^on 
fimilies  settled  tliere  ;  tlie\-  kept  him  there  woi-kini;'  near  four  years,  then 
he  was  brought  to  a  ])lace  called  Ramo.uski,  iidiabited  b\-  about  25  ImxiicIi 
families,  from  which  ])hice  he  sailed  two  \-ears  to  and  from  (Juebec  in  a  sloop 
carrying  beaver  and  furs,  salmon,  etc.,  to  Ouebec,  and  in  return  1)rou,i;'ht 
back  bramly,  dry  i^Dods,  etc.  DuriuL^-  the  time  of  the  deponent's  residins;- 
a.t  Oue])ec,  he  sa\s,  it  was  commonly  talked  or  reported  that  they,  the 
iMXiich,  intended  to  settle  as  man\'  families  as  they  could  to  the  west- 
ward to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  two  of  their  towns  sunk  in  the  West  Indies 
by  an  eartlu^uake. 

"  Thede]>oneut  further  saith,  that  the  iKwijL^ation  up  the  ri\-er  vSt.  Lawrence 
is  very  dau;_^erons.  particularl\-  .so  at  the  Isle  aux  C^udres  and  the  Isle  ( )rleiins  ; 
the  north  >i(le  of  the  foriuer  is  the  bes'  na\-i_L;ation;  the  south  side  bein^  very 
rapid  and  lock)',  and  the  channel  not  abo\  e  200  \  ards  wide,  about  6  fathoms 
water;  wiKieas  in  the  north  channel  there  is  15  fathoms;  at  the  nortlieast 
end  ol  the  latter  ])eL;ins  twti  sand  baid>:s  which  extend  a  lea.i^iie  down  said 
ri\er.  The  elianuel  is  between  ])oth  banks  and  prett\-  near  the  middle  of 
the  ri\er.  Irom  th.eiice  to  the  town  «»f  Quebec  j^ood  naxij^ation,  15  fithoms 
all  the  \\a\-. 

The  (k-pouent  says  there  is  no  possibilit\'  of  iL^oiu'i^-  u])  said  riwr  without 
the  tide  ser\es,  «,r  a  strong;'  northeast  wind,  especialh'  at  the  two  afore- 
mentioned islands.  In  Sei)tenil)er,  1752,  the  dep(.)nent  was  in  Ouebec,  and 
eudeax'oriUL:'  to  ai^ree  with  some  Indians  to  convey  him  to  his  own  country, 
New  haii^land,  which  tlie  Indians  acquainted  the  <4;o\-ernor  of,  who  immedi- 
atel\  ordered  linn  t()  <;oal,  where  he  la\'  three  months;  at  the  time  of  his 
releasement  the  iM-eiicli  were  ] )rei)arin*4-  for  a  march  to  IJelle  Riviere  or  Ohio, 
when  he  oltered  liis  ser\  ice,  i,>ut  was  rejeeled  by  the  };o\-enor  (ieneral  Le 
Cain  ;  he,  the  said  i^eiieral,  settini^-  out  for  Montreal  about  the  3d  of  January, 
1733,  to  \-iew  and  l(»rward  the  lorce.s  :  the  deponent  a])plied  to  Major  Ramsey 
f  »r  libertv  to -o  with  tlie  army  to  Ohio,  who  told  him  he  would  ask  the 
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lieutenant  De  Ruoy,  who  a<;rcecl  to  it,  upon  wliich  lie  was  equipped  as  a 
soldier  and  sent  with  a  detatchnient  of  300  men  to  Montreal  tnider  the  com- 
mand of  Mon'r  Babeer  who  set  off  immediately  with  said  command  bv  land 
and  ice  for  Lake  Erie  ;  they,  in  their  -way,  stopi)ed  a  couple  davs  to  refresh 
themselves  at  Cadaraj^hqui  1^'ort ;  also  at  Taranto  on  the  north  side  of  Lake 
Ontario;  then  at  Xia<;ara  Fort  fifteen  days;  from  thence  set  olT  l)y  water, 
beini;  April,  and  arrived  at  Chadakoin  on  Lake  ICrie,  where  they  were  ordered 
to  fell  timl)er  and  ])repare  for  l)uildin<4-  a  fort  tliere  accordinj^  to  the  «;overn- 
or's  instruc'tions  ;  but  Monsieur  Moran<;,  cominj;  up  with  503  men  and  20 
Indians,  put  a  stop  to  the  erccl:in<^  of  a  fort  at  that  ])lace,  by  reason  of  his 
not  likin<;  the  situation,  and  the  river  of  Cliadakoins  beinj^-  too  shallow  to 
carr\-  an\'  craft  with  provision  etc.  to  I>elle  Riviere. 

''The  dc])onent  sa\"s,  tlure  arose  a  warm  debate  l)etween  Messrs.  liabeer 
and  Moran<^  thereon,  the  first  insistiniii  on  buildin^i;'  a  fort  tliere  a!^reea1)]e  to 
his  instructions,  otlierw  ise  on  Moran«L;s  ,:^i\  in,L.';  him  an  in.strument  in  writini; 
to  satisfy  the  governor  in  that  j)()int,  wliicli  Moraui:;  did,  and  then  ordered 
Monsieur  Mercie  who  v/as  both  comniissar\'  and  euL^ineer  to  j;o  alon<;-  said 
lake  and  look  for  a  i^ood  situation,  wliich  he  found  and  returned  in  tliree 
days,  it  beini;  fifteen  L-ai^ues  to  the  vS.  W.  of  Chadakoin  ;  they  were  then  all 
ordered  to  re])air  tliither.  Wlien  they  arrived  tliere  were  al)(»ut  twent\'  Ind- 
ians fishing;  in  tlie  lake  who  immediately  ([uit  it  on  seeini;  the  iMeiich  ;  thev 
fell  to  work  and  1)uilt  a  s(juare  fort  of  chestnut  lo.i;s,  scpiared  and  lapi)ed  over 
each  other  to  the  lieii^ht  of  fifteen  foot;  it  is  about  1 2r)  feet  s(pia  re,  a  lot; 
house  in  each  scpiare,  a  .liate  to  th«^  southward  and  another  to  the  northward, 
not  one  jiort  h()le  cut  in  an\'  part  of  it  ;  when  finished  the\'  called  it  I'ort  la 
Iiriske  Isle.  The  Indians  who  came  from  Canada  with  them  returned  very 
much  out  of  temper,  owin*i;-,  as  it  was  said  amouL;-  the  army,  to  Moran^\s 
do.i^<;ed  behaviour  and  ill  usa;4e  of  them,  but  they,  the  Indians,  said  at  ( )swe<^o 
it  was  owinj^  to  the  F^rench's  misleadini^  of  them  by  tellinjL;  them  false- 
hoods, which  the\'  said  the\'  had  now  found  out,  and  left  them.  As  soon  as 
the  fort  was  fmislied  they  inarched  southward,  cuttiniL^a  wa,L,M)n  road  throuiL^di 
a  fine  level  countrv,  twenty-one  miles  to  the  river  of  lioeff,  (leavinjLi  Captain 
Depontenay  with  a  hundred  men  to  <^arr^son  the  Fort  la  Ih'iske  Isle.)  They 
fell  to  work  cuttiniL^  timber,  boards,  etc.,  for  another  fort  while  Monsieur 
Moran<;  ordered  Monsieur  I>ite  with  fifty  men  to  j^o  to  a  ])lace  calle<l  by  the 
Indians,  ( ranaL^arairiiare,  on  the  banks  of  the  P>elle  Riviere,  where  the  river 
O  Boeff  eni])ties  into  it  ;  in  the  mean  time  Moranii;-  had  ,i;()t  lars^e  boats  or 
battoes  made  to  carry  down  the  bai^'i^aj^e  and  juovisions,  etc.,  to  said  jilace. 
Monsieur  liite,  on  comin<^  to  said  Indian  place,  was  asked  what  he  wanted 
or  intended  ;  he,  upon  answerinjj;-  it  was  their  father  the  ,«M)vernor  of  Cana- 
da's intention  to  build  a  trading-  house  for  their  and  all  their  brethren's  con- 
venieucy,  was  told  by  the  Indians  th.at  the  lands  were  theirs,  and  they  would 
not  have  them  build  ui)on  it.  The  said  Mr.  liite  returniii<^-,  met  two  lui.^- 
lishman  traders  with  their  horses  and  ;;oods,  whom  they  bound  and  l)rou«Liht 
prisoners  to  Moranj^,  who  ordered  them  to  Canada  in  irons.  The  said  I>ite 
reported  to  Moran^i^  the  situation  was  <;^ood,  but  the  water  in  the  river  (> 
BoefT  too  low  at  that  time  to  carry  down  any  craft  with  provisions,  etc.  A 
few  days  after  the  deponent  says  that  about  100  Indians,  called  by  the  French 
Loo's,  came  to  the  fort  La  Riviere  O  lioeff  to  see  what  the  FVench  were  a 
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doinj^,  tliat  Mons.  Moran.i^  treated  them  ven'  kindly  and  then  asked  them  to 
carr\-  down  some  stores,  etc.,  to  che  Belle  Riviere  on  horseback  for  payment, 
which  he  immediately  advanced  them  on  their  undertaki'ig  to  do  it.  They 
set  off  with  full  loads  but  never  delivered  them  to  the  French,  which 
incensed  them  very  much,  beinj;-  not  only  a  loss  but  a  j^reat  disappointment. 
Morani^,  a  man  of  \'erv  pee\'ish,  choleric  disposition,  meeting  with  those  and 
other  crosses,  and  findino-  the  season  of  the  year  too  far  advanced  to  build 
the  third  fort,  called  all  his  officers  together  and  told  them,  that,  as  he  had 
engaged  and  firml\-  ])romised  the  go\-ernor  to  finish  the  three  forts  that  sea- 
son, and  not  being  able  to  fulfill  the  same,  was  both  afraid  and  ashamed  to 
return  to  Canada,  being  sensil>le  he  had  now  forfeited  tlie  governor's  fa\'our 
f()re\er. 

Wherefore,  rather  than  live  in  disgrace,  he  begged  tliev  would  take  him 
(as  he  I  lieu  ^at  in  a  can  iage  made  for  him,  being  \  ery  sick  sometnne)  and 
seat  him  in  the  middk- < )f  the  fort,  and  then  set  lire  to  it  and  let  him  perish 
in  the  flames  ;  which  was  rejected  by  the  officers,  who,  the  deponent  says, 
had  not  the  least  regard  for  him,  as  he  had  beluwed  very  ill  to  them  all  in 
general.  The  de]>onent  further  saith,  that  about  eight  da\-s  before  he  left 
I'ort  La  •  r.ri.ske  Isle,  Chew  I.e  Crake  arri\-ed  express  from  Canada,  in  a 
birch  canoe  W' (iked  b>-  ten  men,  with  orders  (as  the  de])onent  afterwards 
heard)  from  the  g(neruor  Le  Cain  to  .M<^rang  to  make  all  the  preparation 
]>ossil)le  again  the  ^|»ring  of  the  \  ear,  to  f)uild  them  two  forts  at  Cliadakoin, 
one  of  them  by  Lake  l{rie,  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  carry  ing  place  at  Lake 
Chadakoiu  ;  which  carrx  ing  place  is  fifteen  miles  from  one  lake  to  the  other. 
The  said  chewdier  brought  for  IMoiLs.  M(jrang  a  cross  of  St.  Louis  which  the 
rest  of  the  olhcers  W(.)uld  not  allow  him  to  take  until  the  governor  was 
acquainted  with  his  conduct  and  behax  iour.  The  Chev.  returned  innnedi- 
atel\-  to  Canada,  after  which,  the  deponent  saith,  when  the  fort  La  Riviere 
()  I-.oefi'was  finished  (which  is  built  of  wood  stokadoed  triangularwise,  and 
has  two  log  houses  in  the  inside)  .Monsr.  Morang  ordered  all  the  part\"  to 
return  to  Canada  f  )r  the  winter  season,  except  yx)  men,  which  he  kept  to 
garri.son  b()th  forts,  and  ))rei)are  materials  against  the  spring  for  the  Imilding 
other  !oit>;  he  also  .sent  Jean  Coeur,  an  ('fficer  and  an  inter[)reter,  tostax'  the 
winter  aiiiong  the  Indians  at  (.)hio,  in  order  to  prevail  with  them,  not  only 
to  allow  the  building  forts  on  their  lands  but  also  ])ersuade  them,  if  ])ossi- 
ble,  to  join  the  iM-ench  interest  against  the  I^nglish. 

Ttie  deponent  further  saith,  that  on  the  28th  of  October  last,  he  set  off 
for  Canada  under  the  command  of  Captain  Deman,  who  had  the  command 
ot  twenty-two  bateaux,  with  twenty  men  in  each  bateaux  ;  the  remainder  being 
760  men  followed  in  a  few  days,  the  30th  arrived  at  Chadakoin,  where  tliey 
staid  iour  day>  during  which  time  Monsr.  Peon  with  200  men  cut  a  wagon 
road  o\  er  the  carr>  ing  place  from  Lake  Krie  to  Lake  Chadakoin,  being  fif- 
teen miles,  \-iewed  the  situation  which  proved  to  their  liking,  so  set  off 
November  3rd  for  Niagara,  where  we  arrived  the  sixth  ;  it  is  a  very  poor, 
rotten,  old  wooden  fort  with  23  men  in  it.  Thev  talked  of  rebuilding  it 
next  suunner.  We  left  fifty  men  here  to  build  bateaux  for  the  aimy  against 
the  spring,  also  a  store  house  for  ])ro\isions,  stores,  etc.,  and  staid  here  two 
da\  s,  then  >et  off  for  Canada  ;  all  hands  being  fatigued  with  rowing  all  night, 
oidered  to  put  a->hore  to  1)reakfist  within  a  mile  of  (Jswego  garri.st>n,  at 


The  Old  Portage  Road. 


93 


which  lime,  tlie  deponent  saith,  tliat  he  with  a  Frenclinian  slipped  off  and 
o^ot  to  the  fort  wliere  they  both  were  concealed  until  the  army  passed  ;  from 
thence  he  came  here.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that  besides  the  300  men 
with  which  he  went  up  first,  under  the  command  of  Monsr.  r>abeer,  and  the 
500  men  ]\Ioran<^  brou<^ht  up  afterwards,  there  came  at  different  times  with 
stores  etc.,  joo  more,  which  made  in  all  i,s^)0  men  ;  300  of  which  remained 
to  ,^^^^rrison  tb.e  two  forts,  50  at  Xia^i^ara,  the  rest  all  returned  to  C(\nada,  and 
talked  of  .i^'-oinjj;- up  aj^^ain  this  winter,  so  as  to  ])e  there  the  beiiinnini;-  of 
A])ril  ;  they  had  two  six  pounders  and  seven  four  pounders,  which  they 
intended  to  have  planted  in  the  fort  at  Ganaoarairiiare,  which  w.is  to  have 
been  called  the  (iovernor's  Fort,  but  as  that  was  not  built,  they  left  the  j^uus 
in  the  fort  I^a  Riviere  O  I>oeff,  where  Moran.L,^  commands.  iMirthcr  the 
de])ouent  saith  not.  Sti-.imikx  CoFKKX. 

Sworn  before  me  this  loth  day  of  Januar\-,  1754. 

W.M.  J(  )nNsox. 

The  followino^  information  res])ecting-  the  operations  of  the  French  in 
Chautauqua  county  in  1753  and  of  the  l)uildin_<;-  of  the  rorta«;e  Road  is  con- 
tributed by  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor  of  Portland.  Mr.  Isaac  Shaltuck  was  for  many 
years  a  citizen  of  that  town,  a  personal  ac(iuaintance  of  Dr.  Ta\  lor.  His 
grandfather,  Samuel  vShattuck,  when  an  old  man  came  to  Portland  with  his 
family  in  1S23  where  he  died  in  1S27.  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  was 
in  the  P'rench  and  Indian  war,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Dr.  Taylor 
often  listened  to  the  recital  b\-  Isaac  vShatluck  of  incidents  of  the  French  war 
that  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  his  .(grandfather  vSamuel  vShattuck. 
Dr.  Taylor  from  his  knowledi^e  and  acquaintance  with  the  ])arties  vcniches 
for  his  truthfulness.  In  1753  Mr.  Shattuck  then  a  mere  lad,  was  in  some 
way  connected  with  the  colonial  forces  posted  at  ( )swe<^M)  under  Lieutenant 
Plitchen  Holland.  He  was  allowed  to  accomjxiny  an  officer  and  five  men 
detailed  to  watch  the  mr>vements  of  tlic  French  in  the  expedition  to  theOliio 
river.  We  will  here  j;ivc,  usin^  the  words  of  Dr.  Ta\lor,  the  portion  ol  the 
narrative  that  most  nearly  relates  to  the  operations  of  the  French  in  this 
county : 

We  set  out  on  the  7th  of  April  ( 1753)  for  Lake  Ivrie,  followini^^  the  shore 
of  Lake  ( )ntario  until  we  reached  what  is  now  known  as  the  ( icnessee  river, 
then  struck  boldh-  into  the  woods,  intendinj^  to  reach  Lake  Phie  40  or  50 
miles  from  its  outlet  ;  but  as  it  ha])pened  we  came  in  si.!L;hl  (if  its  waters  a 
few  miles  below  what,  is  now  called  Cattarau<;us  creek.  We  were  satisfied 
the  flotilla  had  not  passed,  so  we  waited  for  it.  The  second  day  a:ter,  as 
near  as  I  can  remember  the  i6th  day  of  April,  it  came  in  siji^ht,  and  thesit^ht 
was  beautiful  indeed.  It  was  a  fine  day  and  well  alon^r  in  the  afternoon. 
"We  at  once  started  onward,  keepin<^  well  back  from  the  lake,  and  encamped 
for  the  ni(^ht  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  that  I  now  believe  to  ha\-e  been  the 
Canadaway,  a  few  miles  west  of  the  now  location  of  Dunkirk.  In  the  morn- 
in;^  the  boats  were  out  of  si^^ht,  but  we  exjx'Cted  to  overtake  them  easily, 
and  in  fact  did  so  sooner  than  was  aj^reeablc  to  us  as  we  came  near  discover- 
ing; ourselves  to  the  Indian.s  tliat  belon<;ed  to  the  expedition  scattered  through 


94 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


the  woods.  Tliey  liad  landed  at  the  iiiontli  of  Chautauqua  creek,  as  now 
called,  and  werealreadv  fell  in. trees  on  the  we-;t  side  of  the  creek,  apparently 
lor  some  sort  of  fortification.  We  were  coniident  they  had  chosen  this  as 
a  carrx  ini;  ]:»]ace  to  some  waterwa\'  south  of  the  hij^hlands.  That  ni<Liht  we 
slept  some  two  or  tlirce  miles  ])ack  from  the  lake,  probably  near  the  east  end 
of  the  \-il]a^Lce  of  Westfield  as  n  jw  seen  ( 1826.)  In  the  mornin<^  we  repaired 
to  our  place  of  ambush  and  were  much  surprised  in  the  afternoon  to  see 
another  llotilla  of  boats  filled  with  Frenchmen  makin<^'-  a  landing",  a  much 
larj^cr  number  of  men  than  the  |)art\'  of  the  da\-  before. 

bVoiu  some  cause  not  apjxirent  to  us  there  was  a  cessation  of  work,  and 
after  three  or  four  da\s  the  wlmle  of  both  ])arties,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  Indians,  embarked  in  tln  ii'  boats  and  moved  westward.  Here  was  some- 
thing; unlooked  for,  ])Ut  as  we  had  been  det.nled  for  a  special  duty  we  had  to 
follow.  We  struck  back  inlo  the  woods  and  to  the  hi^Ljhlands,  where  we 
could  look  o\er  the  lake  and  at  the  same  time  axoid  some  strai^^lin^-  Indians 
that  seemed  to  choose  the  laud  rather  than  the  company  of  their  friends  on 
the  water.  Tliese  red.skins,  all  "the  season  throui^h,  <4a\-e  us  more  trouble 
than  all  thin.^s  else,  and  we  \.'ere  sometimes  obb^ed  to  absent  ourseU'es  for 
daws  to  avoid  the  unusual  number  that  occasionall\- appeared  to  leather  about, 
watcliim;  the  work  of  the  iMeiicli.  The  v.()uder  is  that  v.'eesca])ed  (lisco\'er\' 
and  c  ipliire,  but  we  owed  all  our  i^ood  fortune  in  this  to  our  leader,  who  was 
an  old  Indian  fii^hter  from  <  )n()nda_u;a,  and  understood  them  well.  After  a 
few  mi!e>  we  were  obli<L;ed  t(;  return  to  the  rise  of  ground  between  the  hi_<;h- 
lands  and  the  ];ike,  and  at  sun(l(»wn  were  nearly  ;d)reast  of  the  boats  when 
tlu'N'  made  a  laudiu'^  w  here  hh  ie  now  stands.  I'or  the  next  two  months  or 
more  there  wa^  coiisiderable  woik  done  toward  buildiuL^  a  fort,  l)Ut  it  must 
ha\'e  been  the  la-t  of  July  befoie  it  was  completed.  In  the  meantime  ])arties 
had  !»eeu  >eiit  ^;oirJi  and  returned,  ruid  on  more  than  one  occasion  there  seemed 
to  be  a  dela\  in  mowmeuts  that  to  us  seemed  unaccountable,  but  in  due 
time  the  w  iiolc-  U>]w  a>ide  from  the  (garrison,  mo\ed  south,  completing;  a  fine 
road  as  they  w\nt  that  other  ])a!  ties  had  commenced.  Alter  three  da\s  the\' 
halted  on  the  banks  of  a  .stream  rniiniiiL;-  nearl\-  ea>t  at  that  i)oint,  where 
the\-  Went  to  work  com])letin_L;'  a  stockaded  fort  alread\'  Ik'i^uu.  We  were 
not  idle  all  this  time,  but  wandere<l  awa\',  sometimes  for  da\s  at  a  time, 
wheie  small  i^anie  was  more  ])lent\',  upon  which  we  depended  for  our  sub- 
sistence. We  did  not  use  our  firearms  from  the  time  we  left  ( ).^we*4-o  until 
we  wen'  wt  11  on  our  return,  but  depended  upon  traps  and  snares  t')  secure  such 
♦;ame  as  w  e  iieeiled. 

''The  desiii;!!  «tf  the  bhench  was  ])lain  to  be  seen,  and  thinkin;.;  we  had 
accomplished  all  we  were  ex])ecl.ed  to  do,  we  left  for  ( )sw'e«i^o  some  time  in 
Se]  tember,  wdiere  we  arrixed  in  due  time  with  a  full  re{)ort  which  wa-  sent 
at  once  to  Xew  York.  I  forgot  to  .say  that  one  of  our  j^arty  was  dispatched 
to  ()swe«;()  as  early  as  the  first  of  July.  It  was  not  expected  that  the  bVench 
with  so  small  a  force  and  so  late  in  the  season,  and  with  the  amount  of  work 
before  them,  would  ])ush  forward  to  the  Ohio  valley  that  season,  and  their 
return  was  con!ideutl\'  looked  for  with  ^reat  anxiet\-.  Some. time  in  the  lat- 
ter ])art  of  ( )ctt)ber  it  was  known  that  the  expedition  liad  not  returned,  and 
fearim;  mischief  Lieut.  Ibjllaud  (lis])atched  the  same  ])arty  to  learn  of  their 
movements  and  report  as  so  )n  as  at  all  consistent.     This  time  we  took  a 
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course  fartlior  sonlli  and  after  rcacliin*;  the  hi^^lilaiids  soutil  of  Lake  Erie 
continued  aloni^  tlieir  crest,  keei)inj^  tlie  Ifikc  in  si^lit.  On  tlie  seventh  day 
out,  or  ( )clo])er  30tli,  as  near  as  I  remeni])er,  in  tlie  afternoon  we  came  upon 
a  part)'  of  nearly  or  quite  a  hundred  Frenchmen  rollin<^  loj^s  into  a  ravine  in 
the  bottom  of  a  deep  j^nilf,  and  dii^^injr  into  the  steep  sides  <A  the  j^ulf  for  a 
road,  a]>parentl\-,  at  a  point  that  I  now  { 1S26)  know  to  have  l)een  on  the  south 
1)order  of  the  villai^^e  of  W'estfield.  They  had,  ap])arently,  returned  from 
Erie  and  were  completin::;-  the  work  they  hej^Mu  in  A])ril.  We  came  upon 
this  party  ver\'  suddenly  and  unex])ectedl\',  for  we  had  supposed  that  the 
■whole  matter  of  a  carr\  in^  place  had  been  transl'erred  to  ICrie;  in  fael  so 
sudden  was  it  th.at  h.id  it  not  been  for  some  adroit  niosements  on  our  part, 
and  shar])  runnin;^  uj)  the  east  branch  of  ChautiUKjua  creek,  as  I  now 
know  it  (to  be),  we  should  ha\'e  been  seen,  (►xertaken,  and  of  course  i^one  into 
ca])tivity.  As  it  was  we  escaped  and  witnessed  the  com})]etion  of  the  road 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Chautauqua.  On  the  ihird  or  fourth  day  the  whole 
part\-  embarked  in  their  boats  and  mo\-ed  eastward.  We  at  once  retraced 
our  steps  and  about  the  loth  of  November  reached  Oswei^o." 

The  first  person  that  traveled  over  the  ( )ld  Portage  road,  who  has  ^iven 
us  a  definite  account  of  its  ai)pearance  at  the  time  of  the  journey  was  Jud,!L;e 
William  Peacock.  From  his  description  of  the  road  as  it  was  left  by  the 
I'reiich  ])ri  )r  to  the  KeNolution,  or  ]ierha]xs  b\-  the  bhii^dish  in  i~>>2,  we  can 
form  the  bi  st  idea  of  its  character  and  situation' in  itsori,i;inal  condition.  In 
1872,  when  in  better  than  usual  heiP.h,  and  wlieii  his  mind  was  clear,  he 
made  to  the  writer  this  statement  : 

I  fir^tsaw  the()ld  iM  eiich  Porta.'L^e  Road  in  i  7v•^  1  was  then  a  xouul;  man. 
I  wanted  to  see  the  country.  I  came  to  Ihilfalo  and  a  vSeiieca- In<lian  ferried  me 
over  P»uffalo  creek.  I  hircfl  this  Indian  to  ,t;o  with  me.  lie  could  talk  a  little 
lui^lish  and  I  could  t(dk  a  little  vSeneca.  lie  went  afoot  and  I  rode  on  horsc-back. 
I  le  was  a  ver\  ^ood  Indian.  We  went  from  liuffalo  to  the  site  of  Westfield.  This 
was  in  the  month  of  Jul\-,  1799.  There  was  nothin_!L,M)ut  an  Iiidiaii  ])ath 
from  P)uffalo  to  Westfield.  This  ])atlrcrossed  the  creek  at  Westfield  a  little 
below  the  bridi^^e.  We  took  this  Indian  ])ath  to  the  Old  iMcnch  Road  which 
bcL^^an  on  the  west  side  of  Chautauqua  creek  at  its  mouth  o])posite  to  P>arcelona. 
At  this  end  of  the  Old  Porta<;e  road  a  stone  mason  work  was  erected  laid  in 
mud  or  mortar.  It  was  three  or  four  feet  hi^h,  circular,  three  or  four  feet 
across  with  a  circular  hole  in  the  to])  for  a  kettle.  There  was  no  kettle 
there.  A  fire  could  be  built  in  this  mason  work.  It  was  evidently  con- 
structed for  cookinj^.  I  and  the  Indian  followed  this  old  (.)id  Portage  road 
from  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  creek  to  Chautancpia  lake.  From  the  mouth 
of  the  Chautaiupia  it  passed  up  the  w^est  side  of  the  creek  d)out  three  miles 
to  where  the  road  to  Mayville  from  Westfield  now  crosses  the  creek.  Here 
I  saw  du_iL;ways  u])on  b  jth  sides  of  the  creek.  Then  it  meandered  alon.i^over 
Ixid  ;^round  to  the  dividinj^  ridj^e,  then  turned  to  the  rij^ht  to  Chautaiupia 
creek,  and  then  turned  to  tlie  left  to  a  point  ])etween  Mayville  and  the 
Mountain  House  (l»ultons  Inn,)  where  we  came  to  an  old  lo;^  causeway  over 
a  bad  place  in  the  j^round.  The  present  road  runs  i)rctty  mucli  over  this 
old  lo;^  causeway.  The  Old  Portai^e  road  then  kept  through  bayous  and 
swanip.s,  although  no  other  causeways  appeared  to  have  been  built  over 
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these  bad  places.  Bearing  a  little  to  the  east  of  the  present  road  in  May- 
ville,  the  road  passed  about  70  rOds  easterly  from  niy  dwellings,  and  so  on 
easterly  of  Main  street  through  Mayville  terminating  at  the  foot  of  Main 
street.  '  At  its  termination  at  Chautauqua  lake  there  was  another  pile  of 
stone  erected  ior  cooking  purposes,  precisely  like  that  at  the  mouth  of  Chau- 
tauqua creek,  and  of  the  same  kind  of  stone.  Xo  trees  that  I  saw  were  cut 
upon  this  Portage  road  except  that  at  this  causeway  underbrush  had  been 
cut.  The  road  had  not  been  cleared  out  hov'L-\-er  very  extcnsi\-ely.  It 
appeared  as  if  wagons  and  cannon  had  passed  o\'er  it.  Some  work  had 
been  expended  in  making  these  >ma]l  dugways  about  three  miles  from 
l>arcelona/'     -  ^  -  - 

The  next  person  who  saw  the  road  in  its  original  state  and  described  it 
was  William  IJell.  This  letter  in  reply  to  inquiries  nuide  by  the  Hon.  E.  T. 
}M)ote  was  {mblished  in  the  Westfield  Rcpitblicaji  of  April  5,  1S71. 

Wkstfikli),  ^Iarch  29,  1 87 1. 

Hon.  ICi.ial  T.  Im  >«  )TH  : 

M\-  Dear  Sir — In  answer  to  your  letter  incpiiring  about  the  route  of  the 
old  Krencli  road  from  Lake  Krie  to  Chautaucpia  lake  I  will  sa\-  that  1  came 
to  what  is  now  Westfield  in  August,  1S20.  M)-  lather,  Arthur  I>ell  came 
from  PeunsN  h  auia  with  a  ])art  (.)f  the  famil>'  in  "  dug  ou.t  caucjes up  the 
Allegan\-  i.nd  Connewango  ri\-ers,  and  the  Chautauqua  outlet  and  lake 
to  the  present  steamboat  landing  at  Mayville,  while  I  came  through  the 
woods  from  the  Allegany  river  to  Krie,  and  thence  to  Westfield  with  some  cat- 
tle and  horses  ;  and  when  the  family  arri\'ed  at  the  head  of  the  lake  I  went 
there  to  uKet  them,  and  the  goods  were  |)acked  "  o\-er  to  the  farm  that  my 
father  had  'Maken  u])''  when  he  was  here  in  the  spring,  on  the  "main  road,'' 
aln.ut  three  miles  wesl  of  Westfield  village. 

Ill  !S(>2  there  were  the  remains  of  a  stone  chimne\' standing  near  the 
shore  of  Lake  ha  ie,  a  little  west  (»f  tlie  mouth  of  Chautauqua  creek,  that  was 
said  t<»  ha\e  be<.n  built  by  the  iMeueh.  A  road  was  cut  (Hit  from  that  ]>oiut 
on  Lake  hh'ie,  cros.>ing  the  ])resent  hh  ie  road  near  the  old  McHenr)-  Tawrn," 
where  the  historical  nK)ninuent  now  stands,  and  crossing  the  west  branch  of 
Chautautpia  creek  about  loo  nxls  abo\-e  where  the  woolen  factory  of  Lester 
Stone,  Lscj.,  iu»w  stands,  and  from  there  to  a  |)oint  near  the  former  residence 
of  (ier\  is  I'oot,  or  late  residence  of  Mrs.  Rumse\-,  and  from  there  to  Chautau- 
(pui  lake,  on  or  near  tlie  line  of  the  present  tra\-eled  road.  I  remember  very 
well  when  I  was  tpiite  a  \  <»ung  lad,  of  dri\-ing  a  team  to  draw  salt  o\-er  this 
old  hhench  ro.id  from  Lake  hh'ie  to  Chautauqua  lake,  and  from  the  appearance 
of  the  road  it  mu>t  luu  e  been  cut  out  a  good  many  \  ears  before  I  ])assed  over 
it.  M\-  fallier  settled  on  ])art  of  Lot  3,  Township  4,  Range  i4of  tlie  Holland 
Land  Compan\  's  sur\  e\-  ;  and  after  the  death  of  my  father,  I  re.^ideil  on  the 
same  farm  till  within  the  la-t  few  \ears.  Respectfullv  yours, 

William  Hhij..'' 

( low  Patterson  and  .\.  Dixon  concurred  in  the  recoVeclion  of  William  P>ell. 

jiid.iie  Cam])beirs  statement  made  about  the  same  lime  is:  "  The  state- 
ment (»f  Col.  William  P.ell  in  re^^ard  to  the  ( )ld  iM-ench  Road  is  undoid)tedly 
correct  ;  but  he  d(»es  not  allude  to  the  branch  of  the  same  road  on  the  east 
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side  of  Chautauqua  creek — tlie  two  difTerent  l^ranclies  of  tlie  same  forniiu<;-  a 
junction  above  tlie  nioutli  ot'  the  little  Chautaucjua  creek,  and  ah()\e  the 
woolen  factory  of  ^Ir.  Stone,  as  mentioned  by  Col.  Hell.  Those  two  branches 
made  two  cross  roads  :  the  first  where  the  stone  monument  is  now  stand iu!;^, 
and  the  other  at  the  corners  now  in  the  village  of  Westfield.  The  east 
branch  of  this  old  Fre!ich  road  j)asscd  near  the  bank  of  the  creek,  and  the 
oriiL^inal  tracks  were  j)lainly  to  be  seen  on  both  sides  of  the  creek,  in  1S17, 
when  I  settled  on  the  farm  where  I  now  reside.  The  road  on  the  eastern 
side  ]\'i^sed  throuj^h  m\'  farm,  and  the  remains  of  1<>l,^  brid^^es  were  ]>lainl\'  to 
])e  scL'U  ;  and  the  road  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  down  to  cross  the  mouth  of 
the  little  Chautaiujiia  creek  bulow  the  woolen  faelory,  and  to  join  the  wi  st 
branch  above  the  factory  ;  and  the  relics  of  the  branches  (►f  these  two  branch 
roads  still  remain  visible  to  this  day,  Ajuil  4lh,  iSji. 

T.  I*..  C  \mim:i;i,i.. 

In  an  article  published  in  the  Chautaiujua  /lax/r  of  June  12,  I^I<^  it  is 
said:  "  The  old  ( h'rench )  road  is  distinctly  tracea])ie  in  the  \icinit\"  of  this 
villa;;'e"  (Ma\  ville. )  Dr.  II.  C.  Taylor  first  saw  the  road  in  1S27.  He  sa\  s 
the  road  was  then  j)lainl\'  to  be  seen  at  intervals  and  could  be  traced  nearly 
its  entire  length,  especially  the  northern  portion  from  the  lake  to  the  foot- 
hills." He  further  says  that  ''even  at  this  day,  iSf^o,  there  are  trace>  of  its 
existence."  There  still  exist  not  far  from  the  McHeiiry  monument  the 
marks  of  its  use,  pointed  out  to  the  writer  as  late  as  iSi^i  by  IIoii.  Austin 
Smith, 

Dr.  Ta\  lor,  in  his  histor\-  of  the  old  l*orta^e  describes  its  location  as  fol- 
lows :  "  lis  startin.LC  ]>oint  was  on  the  we^t  side  of  Chautan(iua  crei  k  at  Ilar- 
celona  within  a  few  rods  of  the-  lake.  Its  course  from  this  ])oint  was  south- 
erh'  alon.::^  the  bank  of  the  creek,  passing'  the  after  location  of  the  first  jurist 
mill  built  in  the  county,  by  jolin  McMahan,  not  far  from  the  numth  of  the 
creek,  in  i S04  or  1S05,  it  reached  and  crossed  what  is  now  the  main  road  at 
the  ancient  cross  roads,  one  mile  west  of  the  center  of  the  \-illa_iL;-e  of  Westfield, 
at  the  monument  erected  there  by  Hon.  Ivlial  T.  Koote,  (iSyo. )  Imoui 
this  point  ])y  a  southeasterly  course  it  soon  reached  the  steep  bank  of 
Chautau(pia  creek,  aloni;  which  it  ran  for  a  mile  when  it  ])assed  into  a  deep 
!L;or!L:;e  of  a  hundred  feet  or  more  in  depth,  tlirou,i;li  which  the  creek  ran,  b\' 
an  exteiisixe  (lu_^way  still  plaiiih*  to  be  seen  f)n  the  lands  owned  b>-  Miss 
Kli/.abeth  vStone,  where  it  crossed  the  creek  and  by  another  dui^way  on 
lands  for  many  years  owned  by  Win.  Cumniini;s,  it  reached  the  lii.i;h  banks 
a  few  rods  from  the  present  (  rleii  Mills.  The  ])assa,i;e  of  this  i;< )rL,',e  was  a 
work  of  considerable  nia<;nitude.  The  west  bank  was  so  very  precipitous 
that  the  ]xissa<^e  of  teams  would  sevm  nearh*  impo^sit)le,  yet  it  is  said  that  in 
later  \  ears,  before  the  road  on  the  east  side<»f  the  creek  tlirou;^!!  the  present 
villa^;e  of  Westfield  wasoj>ened,  vast  <piantities  of  salt  and  merchandise  were 
transported  over  it  from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Cliautaiupia  for  Pittsburi;  and 
other  jxiints  in  the  Ohio  valley.    On  the  east  side  of  the  ;.;orj;e  the  road  w.is 
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less  precipitous  and  is  now  a  public  liij^^hway.  After  reaching  a  point  aboYe 
(Men  Mills  on  the  south  side  of  the  .i^orj^e  throuj^h  which  tlie  east  branch  of 
the  Chaulauipui  creek  now  runs,  and  where  the  Mayville  road  is  now  located 
at  tliat  point,  U)  avoid  the  rui^'-.i^^ed  section  over  the  hill  it  passed  up  the  cast 
])ranch  for  some  distance  and  continued  to  the  east  of  the  present  thoroui^h- 
fare  to  Ma\  vil]e,  and  reached  Chautauqua  lake  at  or  near  the  present  steam- 
boat landiu}^.'' 

To  tliis  last  circumstance  is  due  the  fact  that  the  traces  of  the  road  seem 
to  have  been  more  stron_!L;ly  nuirked  when  Judj^^"  Cam|)bell  and  later  observ- 
ers saw  it  than  in  1799  when  first  seen  by  Jud;^e  Peacock.  Dr.  Ta\lor 
informs  us  ihrit  it  was  survexed  by  James  McMalian  in  Aus^ust,  iSo^,  and 
le,^all\  located  as  a  i)ublic  hij^hway  the  same  month  by  the  c(jmmissioners, 
Thos.  McClintock  and  James  Dunn.  Causeways,  rude  bridj^es  and  dui;ways 
were  undoubtediv  made  while  in  use  by  the  early  settlers. 

The  dis])utcd  territor\'  first  entered  upon  by  Celoron  of  which  he  claimed 
dominion,  in  the  name  of  the  kini^-,  was  Chataucjua  county.  Almost  the  first 
act  of  the  ImvucIi  thereafter,  b\-  wa\-  of  enforcini^-  their  claim  was  the  build- 
in^ofthe  l*orta_L;e  r(»ad  in  Chautauciua  county.  These  e\ents  kindled  a 
spark  th;il  inialK'  l>urst  into  Ikimes.  The\'  constituted  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  <  )ld  I-reueh  War.  Although  this  war  was  disastious  in  the  be^^inning 
t<»  lirili-ii  arms,  it  resulted  in  the  fall  of  Ouebec,  and  the  loss  to  the  bVeiich 
of  all  Canada  and  of  the  j^reater  part  of  their  p(jssessioiis  in  America.  Tliis 
war  iKwiiiL;  its  bei^inninj;  in  Chautaiupia  county  soon  extended  to  bhirope 
wliere  it  wa>  waited  on  a  i^rander  scale.  It  was  there  known  as  the  Se\en 
Years'  War."  b'rance,  .\ustria,  Russia,  Sweden,  and  other  Iuiroj)ean  powers 
an  aved  tlu-msel\ es  ai^ainst  ICuL^land  and  Prussia.  The  statemaiishi])  of  Wil- 
liam Pitt  and  the  niilitar\-  genius  of  iMvderick  the  (xreat  <^ave  the  victor\-  to' 
the  latter  nations.  The  battles  of  Minden  and  Ouiberon  Bay  in  1759  were 
decisive  of  the  contest.  One  of  the  latter  results  of  this  <j^reat  stru<;L;le  has 
been  the  creation  of  the  (rernian  em|)ire.  The  vSeveii  \'ears'  War  extended 
e\'en  to  A^i;\.  The  b'reuch  and  Km^lisli  contended  for  emjMre  in  India. 
The  PjiL^lish  finally  j^ained  the  j^reat  victor)'  of  Palissy  in  1757  over  the 
Indian  allies  of  the  P'^rench,  with  which  bejj^an  the  empire  of  P^nj^land  in  the 
P^ast.  While  we  may  not  say  that  the  chief  cause  of  these  j^reat  events  was 
the  expedition  of  Celoron,- and  the  buildinj^  of  the  Portaj^e  road  in  Chatau- 
qua  county,  they  stand  however  at  the  very  bej^inninu:  of  a  series  of  events 
that  directly  led  to  these  momeiuous  results. 
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SECTION    II. -OUR    FNGLISH  HISTORY. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

KKI-XCH   AND   INDIAN  WAR. 

THEvSE  operations  of  tlic  I'rench  in  llie  west  in  17  ^,^  wciv  walclicd  with 
interest  and  indii^nation  by  tlie  lCn<^disli.  Captain  St^dart  wrote  a 
letter  to  Col.  William  Johnson  Ma\-  15,  175.V  i'l'^fui  (  )>weL:o,  inforni- 
m<:;  him  that  over  thirty  French  canoes,  carr\  im;  a  part  of  the  hVench  army, 
had  passed  them  the  day  before  for  the  ()]iio;  also  that  he  was  intninRMl  by 
a  iM'enchman,  on  his  wa\'  to  Cajocka  ( probably  Cbaniau«|n.i ),  tlial  the  I'rench 
nnder  Marin  were  abont  to  bnild  fous  at  places  conxenient  l'<>r  tluMn  ;  "that 
one  fort  was  to  be  bnilt  at  Ka-sa-no-tia-yo-^^o (a  carryini:;  ]>laee),  and  another 
at  I)iontaro<;().*  A  cop>'  of  this  k'tter  was  forwarded  by  Col.  Johnson  to 
(rovernor  Clinton.  When  information  reached  (roxernor  Dinwiddie  of  \'ir- 
<^inia  of  these  proccedinjT^s  of  the  I'rench,  he  determined  to  ascertain  their 
pnrpose,  and  to  indnce  them  to  abandon  their  claim  upon  the  \alley  of  the 
Ohio.  He  accordin,i;ly  dispatched  (icoroe  Washini^ton,  then  l)nt  twent>-two 
years  of  age,  who  set  out  from  Williamsbnr;^h,  Vir<;inia,  ( )clol)er,  30,  1753, 
and  arrived  wliere  Pittsburj^h  now  stands  about  three  weeks  afterwards.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Venan<^o,  where  he  arrix  ed  December  4,  and  had  an  inter- 
viexv  with  the  celebrated  Captain  Joncaire,  but  obtained  no  satisfacl;ion. 
P'rom  \'enan^o  he  pushed  on  up  PVench  cret-k,  to  the  PVench  j'lost  at  Le 
Ikcuf,  noxv  Waterford,  where  he  arrived  December  11,  1733.  The  fort  he 
found  situated  on  the  island  on  the  west  fork  of  P'rench  creek.  It  consisted 
of  four  houses  formin^^  a  square,  defended  by  bastions  made  of  palisades 
txvelve  feet  hi<;h,  pierced  for  cannon  and  small  arms.  Within  tlie  bastions 
were  a  guard-house  and  other  buildings  ;  outside  were  stables,  a  smitlTs  forge, 
and  a  log  liouse  for  soldiers.  Washington  found  that  the  PVench  were  here 
preparing  many  pine  boats  and  bark  canoes  to  be  ready  in  the  s])ring  to 
descend  and  destroy  the  English  posts  on  the  Ohio  river.    Here  Washington, 

♦  6  Doc.  relating  to  tl  e  Col.  Hist  of  N,  Y.,  779. 
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140  years  a.<;o,  spent  five  anxious  days  within  but  fourteen  miles  of  French 
Creek,  in  Chautauqua  county,  ne<^otiatin<;  with  the  French  commandant,  St. 
Pierre.  IIavin_LC  finished  liis  business  with  tlie  Frencli,  Washington  set  out 
December  i^,  to  return.  His  hmi^- journey  tlirou_<^h  tlie  wiUlerness  was  beset 
b\- (blhculties  and  dangers.  bVencli  creek  and  tlie  Alle_!L(any  were  swollen 
aii(]  fuil  of  llnatin-;-  ice;  the  snows  were  dee]),  and  tlie  cold  intense.  He 
arrived  at  \\'i]lia!n-J>nru;h,  januar\-  16,  175  ],  ha\'inj;  |)erformed  a  toilsome  and 
|teiilon>  j<>n!!ie\'  of  Soo  miles  in  two  and  onedial f  mouths. 

Ininiedialeh-  afu  r  \\'asliin.L;ion's  return,  the  (  )hio  Company  sent  Captain 
Tieiit  and  a  small  Ixxis'  of  men,  to  the  junclion  of  the  Alle.Ljany  with  the 
M(  »nonL;alie]a.  where  rilt.^buridi  is  now  situated.  He  arriv  ed  there  in  I'ebru- 
iww  I  7  i  j,  and  commenced  a  loi  t,  which  was  completed  ])rior  to  April  17,  1754. 
Tliis  was  the  first  occu|  ation  ()f  the  territory  of  PittsburiL^h.  Aj^aiiist  this 
po^l  the  l-rench  innuediateh'  dispatched  a  formidable  expedition,  the  first 
warlike  deiU' >ii>tration  made  in  the  iMench  war.  Moiisier  Contrecoeur,  then 
hhench  c'oimnander-in-chief  on  the  lieautiful  river,  at  the  head  of  1,000 
French  and  ludian>,  with  iS  pieces  of  cannon,  in  60  bateaux  and  200  canoes 
de^eeiided  the  Alle^au) ,  arrix'ed  at  Pittsburi^h  A])ril  16,  i  754,  and  summoned 
the  lui.^iish  commandant  Ward  to  surrender.  He  haxdn^^-  but  fort\'  men  to 
dele'iul  iii>  unfinishe<l  stockade  was  oblij^ed  to  do  so,  This  affair  is  memora- 
ble, as  it  was  the  first  blow  struck  in  the  war  that  followed. 

Tile  I'oita^e  road  from  iJarcelona  to  Ma\'\'ille  was  cut  late  in  the  preced- 
ing; fall  with  a  distinct  view  to  its  future  use.  This  expediition  was  the  first 
mo\  emeut  made  by  the  bheiich  in  the  sprin_L^  folhnvint;- ;  as  but  few  French 
remained  at  Le  l>oeiif  and  I'resfpie  Isle  durinj^^  the  winter,  a  lar<4e  ])art  of  this 
force  had  ]>r(»b.d)ly  to  be  drawn  that  season  from  Canada  ;  a  portion  of  it  may 
h.axe  passed;  (>\er  ChautaiKpui  lake-.  In  the  letter  written  by  (leu.  W'm. 
Ir\ine  to  r.eneial  W'a^hiui^ton,  dated  Jan.  27,  17SS,  (leiieral  Ir\iiie  sa\s  : 

"  'i'lie  lollowiu'L;  account  I  had  from  a  chief  of  the  vSeueca  tribe,  as  well 
as  from  a  white  man  named  Mathews,  a  \'irj4inian,  who  sa\-s  that  he  was 
taken  prisoner  bv  the  Indians  at  Kanawha,  in  1777.  He  has  liwd  with  the 
hidiaus  since  ^ihat  time.  As  fir  as  I  could  judiL;e,  he  a])])eared  to  be  well 
acquainted  v.  iih  tliis  ].art  of  the  country.  I  em])loyed  him  as  an  interpreter. 
He  stated  that  from  the  u])per  end  of  Jada(pie  lake  it  is  not  more  than  nine 
miles  aloH'^  tlie  pat'i  or  road  to  Lake  hhie,  and  that  there  was  formerly  a 
wa-on  road  be  tween  the  two  lakes.  The  Indian  related,  that  he  w  as  about 
f  turteeu  \  ear-  old  when  the  hh-ench  went  first  to  establish  a  ]K)st  at  b'ort  Pitt  ; 
that  he  aeeom]  aiiie«l  an  uncle  who  was  a  chief  warrior,  on  that  occasion,  who 
attended  tile  hheneh  ;  that  the  head  of  Lake  Jada(pie  was  the  spot  where  the 
detaehmeiit  embarked  ;  that  thev  fell  down  to  I'ort  I  )U(piesne  without  any 
olvstructiou,  in  lari^e  canoes,  with  all  the  artillery,  stores,  |)rovisions,  etc.  *  He 
added  that  l-rencli  creek  was  made  the  medium  of  C(;inmunication  after- 

^  Crai-  ^  !!i>t.  .  .1  l'itt-'.iir-!i,  . ;..  o  Col    lh^c.  lli-t.  of  N\\v  York,         j  Doc.  lli'^t.  of  Xcw  York, 
i  'l  lu  tiT  -t  I  \]K  (litioii      ut  )iy  the   1  n  iu  h  :i;^'aiii.st  1-ort  I'itt,  wa->  tliat  »,-onuiia ikU  il  hy  Caplaiii  Coiitri-i  octir 
ill  tin-  >;.rni.;  ,,l  i;,,,  whwh  coini.clK.l  the  capitsilalion  ol  l>iltsl)ur,i;h  in  April,  1734. 
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wards  ;  why,  he  could  not  tell,  but  always  wondered  at  it,  as  he  expressed 
himself,  knowini;-  the  other  to  be  so  much  better.  Koth  Mathews  and  the 
Senecca  desired  to  conduct  me,  as  a  further  proof  of  their  veracitx',  to  the 
spot  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Jada(|ue,  where  lies  one  of  the  four-pounders  left 
by  the  l^Vench.  Major  I^'inley  who  lias  been  in  that  counlr\'  since  I  was, 
informed  me  that  he  had  seen  the  j^un.'' 

It  is  pro])a1)le  that  French  explorations  and  communication  l^etween  Lake 
Krie  and  the  headwaters  of  the  Allegan)'  in  Chautaucpia  count)-  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  I'orta^'^e  road.  There  is  evidence  that  they  used  the  Ca^.^ada^a 
to  some  extent.  A  row  of  piles  across  the  Cassadai^a  creek  was  discovered 
many  \cars  a,!:;o  some  distance  below  the  lake.  A  iMench  axe  was  found  on 
the  farm  of  Louis  I>eleal  near  the  creek  in  vStockton.  The  Indians  or  French 
used  the  Conewani;o  and  the  Cattaraui;us  as  a  means  of  communication 
between  the  Alk\i^any  and  Lake  Erie.  In  earl)'  years  French  axes  were 
found  near  Cattarau.^us  creek.  General  Irvine  in  his  letter  to  licneral  Wash- 
ington further  says: 

?^Iathews  was  ver\-  desirous  that  I  should  ex]i^)re  the  east  fork  of  the 
Coniwan<;f)  ;  but  my  sickness  prevented  me.  His  account  is,  that  it  is  navi- 
^i^a1)le  about  thirt)'  miles  u])  from  the  junction  of  the  noi  tli  and  west  branch,  to 
a  swamp  which  is  about  hrdf  a  mile  wide  ;  that  on  the  nortli  side  of  this  swamp 
a  larL^e  creek  has  its  source,  called  Catterauque ( CattarauL^iis, )  v.'ImcIi  falls 
into  Lake  Frie,  fort\'  miles  from  the  foot  of  this  lake  ;  that  he  has  se\-eral 
times  been  of  j)arties  who  crossed  over,  carrx  ini;  the  canoes  across  the  swam])s. 
He  added  that  the  Catterauque  watered  much  tlie  finest  country  l^etween 
Buffalo  and  Pres(pie  Isle.'' 

This  portai^e  was  probably  used  by  the  French  and  Indians  in  other  war- 
like expeditions.  Pouchot,  the  officer  who  commanded  the  French  at  Fort 
Xiao;ara  when  it  surrendered  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  wrote  a  History  of 
the  French  and  Indian  War  in  North  America,"  in  which  he  says  :  The 
river  of  Chatacoin  is  the  first  that  communicates  from  Lake  Erie  to  the 
Ohio ;  and  it  was  by  this  that  they  (the  French)  went  in  early  times  when 
they  made  a  journey  to  that  part.  The  navi<;ation  is  always  made  in  a 
canoe,  on  account  of  the  small  amount  of  water  in  this  river.  It  is  only 
when  there  is  a  freshet,  that  they  can  pass,  and  then  with  difficulty,  which 
makes  them  prefer  the  navigation  of  the  river  Aux  Boeuf,  of  which  the 
entrepot  is  the  fort  of  Presque  Isle.* 

Sir  William  Johnson  journeyed  to  Detroit  by  the  command  of  Gen. 
Amherst  in  1761  to  establish  a  treaty  witli  the  Ottawa  confederacy  to  rei^u- 
latc  the  trade  at  the  posts  in  the  Indian  country,  On  his  return  he  coasted 
along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  In  his  journal  of  this  journey  is  this 
reference  to  this  portage  with  other  interesting  particulars: 

/'Wednesday,  October  ist,  1761,  embarked  (at  Presque  Isle,)  at  7  o'clock, 
with  the  wind  strong  ahead  continued  so  all  day,  notwithstanding  it  improved 


♦Pouchot,  French  ami  English  wars  in  N.  A.,  Vol.  II,  i6o.    (Iloiigh's  translation.) 
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all  day,  and  <i^ot  to  Jadui^lupie  crtcl:  and  canyifig  place,  which  is  a  fine  har- 
bor and  encampinciit.  It  is  Yciy  danj^erons  from  Presqne  Isle  here,  bein<(  a 
'  •  v!  i;.;niis  steep,  vockv  bank  all  the  way,  except  two  or  three  creeks  and 
.•waW  Ix-aches,  where  are  ver\'  beantiful  streams  of  water  or  sprin<(s  which 
tnni])le  down  the  rucks.  W'e  came  abont  forty  miles  this  day.  The  fire  was 
burnini^  where  Ca})tain  Cochran  (the  officer  who  commanded  at  Presqne  Isle) 
I  su])])(>-<e  encamped  last  ni_^']it,  I It'rc  iJir  J')'<'/ic/i  fiad  a  hakin<^  placL\^  and 
lirt(  llh-y  had  ))i<'r!in!^s,  (Vid  tisscnihlcd  llic  Indians  li'lu  n  firsl  oi)in<^-  /i>  Oliio^ 
aiid  hiUii^lit  this  place  of  llu  in.  Toonadawannsk)-,  the  ri\-er  we  stopped  yes- 
terda\'  at,  is  so  called. 

iM'idaN',  2(1.  A  \  er\-  storm\'  morning;,  wind  not  fair;  howe\-er,  sent  o(T 
m\'  iwo  b;i-L;.i.L;e  boats,  and  ordered  them  to  .sloj)  ab(_)nt  thirty  miles  off  in  a 
ri\'er  (pro])a])]y  Cattaran^vis  creek.)  The  vSeneca  Indian  tells  me  we  may 
«;et  thi>  da\-  to  ihe  end  of  the  lake.  I  embarked  at  ei_i;ht  o'clock  with  all  the 
rest,  and  :^«»t  about  thirty  miles,  when  a  ^ii^reat  st(jrm  of  wind  and  rain  aiose 
and  obliged  us  to  ]>ut  into  a  little  creek  (])rol)ably  bj'_t;h teen-mile  creek,) 
between  the  hi^h  roeky  banks.  The  wind  tnrned  n(jrth\vest,  and  it  rained 
\-er\-  liard.  We  parsed  the  .Mohawks  in  a  bay  about  four  miles  from  here. 
vSoine  of  our  l)oats  aie  put  into  other  places  as  well  as  the)-  can.  Me  l)ed- 
diuL;  is  on  boaixl  tlie  birch  canoe  of  mine,  with  the  Indian  somewhere  ahead. 
The  kdxe  lui  ns  \-ery  L^reatlv  to  the  northeast,  and  looks  like  low  land,  b'rom 
Pres(pie  Isle  heie  is  all  lii;;h  land,  except  a  \'er\'  few  spots  where  boats  may 
lauvl.  In  the  e\-eninL;-  sent  ( )neida  to  t!ie  Mohawk  encampment  to  learn 
what  new>  here.''*" 

The  hVench,  it  is  beliexed,  made  considerable  use  of  the  harbc^r  of  Ikir- 
celoua.  In  iSk^  the  persons  emph)yed  in  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
discitvered  about  six  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water  timber  evidently 
framed  together  built  \\\)  in  the  form  of  a  pier.  (Chautauqua  Eagle  of  Aug- 
ust 3,  iSic). ) 

Ahho'ii^h  the  ImvucIi  early  used  this  route  by  Chautaufiua  lake  to  some 
extent  when  passiu'i;'  from  Lake  bh'ie  to  the  Allegany  and  Ohio,  the  route  by 
Prestpie  Isle  and  iM-ench  creek  was  fmally  adoj)ted  and  ])rincipally  used  by 
them.  They  were  masters  in  woodcraft,  and  were  wonderfully  familiar  with 
the  ^eoL;raph\-  of  this  remote  wilderness  ;  yet  it  is  not  strange  that  they  should 
have  doubled  which  was  the  better  route,  for  it  would  be  difficult  for  us 
familiar  as  we  are  with  the  premises  to  determine  which  would  have  been 
then  the  better  one. 

In  1754  soon  after  the  fall  of  Pittsburgh,  Washington,  in  command  of  a 
force  of  baiglish  colonists,  fought  with  the  French  in  the  forests  of  Pennsyl- 
vania his  first  two  battles  ;  in  one  he  defeated  Monsieur  Junimonville,  and  in 
the  other,  that  of  b'ort  Necessity,  (the  ImcucIi  having  been  reenforced  from 
Canada)  he  was  defeated.  July  9,  1755,  Braddock\s  large  and  well-disciplined 
arm\-  wa.s  defeated  by  a  small  force  of  Indians  and  a  little  band  of  gallant 
PVenchmen  who  had  the  year  before  passed  along  this  count)'.    The  train  of 

•The  ma>  .n  w  <  .rk- <kM-ril.(.  .1  l.y  Jiul<,'i-  I'tHcock  aiul  Win.  Dell  are  jirobuMe  the  relics  of  this  baking  place. 
+  st^,,lc•^  Life  .111.1  Time-,  ->f  Sir  Willirmi  Johnson. 
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artillery  taken  from  liraddock  was  transported  back,  and  nscd  in  Anj^ust 
1756  by  Montcalm  in  tlie  siej^-c  of  Os\vc<;o.  Vort  Du  Qnesne  was  taken  from 
the  I'rcncli  November  25,  i75«*^,  by  an  army  of  6,000  men  nnderCren.  I'or])es  ; 
the  French  in  possession  there,  fleein.!^  npon  their  a])proach  nj)  the  Allei^any 
and  down  the  Ohio.  The  JCnjj;-Hsh  nnder  I'rideanx,  in  Jnly,  1759,  invested 
I'ort  Xia,i;ara.  Prideanx  havinj^  iK'cn  killed,  the  siej^^^  was  continned  b\-  vSir 
William  Johnson.  The  Indians  from  the  west  and  alon,^^  the  Allei^any  were 
colleeled  ])y  the  French,  and,  with  P^rench  soldiers  from  \'enan_i;(^  and  Presqne 
Isle,  formed  a  lari^e  force.  This  army  was  condncted  alonL;  Lake  I'j'ie  and 
the  borders  of  onr  connty,  led  by  I).  Anbry,  a  iMench  officer,  to  rcen force 
Xia.L^^ira.  They  were  met  by  the  Eni;lish  in  Lewiston,  in  this  state,  Jnly  24, 
1759,  where  a  bloody  Ijattle  was  fon<;ht,  the  French  and  Indians  defeated, 
and  ^on  of  them  slain.  Xiai;ara  innnediateh'  after  snrreiidered  to  the  lini^- 
lish.  (ren.  Charles  Lee,  afterwards  one  of  the  most  distin_L;nished  officers  of 
the  Revolntion,  was  ])resent  at  the  sie,i;e  of  Xia.i^ara,  and  after  its  snrrciider 
passed  by  Chantanfpia  connty  on  a  military  errand  down  the  Alk\i;any  to 
F  )rt  Dii  Onesne.  Quebec  havin.i;  been  taken  b\"  the  lCn<;lish  under  Wolfe, 
the  French,  in  Xoveml)er,  1760,  surrendered  all  their  posts  in  this  part  of 
the  continent  to  En.L,dand  ;  and  thereafter  ceased  to  be  seen  in  company  with 
their  red  allies  alon.iL,^  the  borders  of  this  county. 

The  hrst  militar\'  expedition  of  the  Hn^Hsh  over  Lake  luie  was  made 
immediately  after  the  surrender  by  the  French  of  their  possessions  in  Amer- 
ica. It  was  despatched  to  take  possession  of  Detroit,  Michillimackinack, 
and  other  posts  surrended  by  the  French.  Major  Roi^ers  lonj^  celebrated  for 
his  skill  in  border  war,  led  the  expedition.  He  embarked  in  Xovcmber,  1760, 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Erie  with  200  rangers  in  fifteen  whale  boats,  and  coasted 
along  the  southern  shore  of  the  lake.  On  arriving  at  Flrie  Rogers  set  out  for 
Pittsburgh.  He  descended  French  creek  and  the  Allegany  river  in  a  canoe. 
Having  obtained  reinforcements,  he  proceeded  to  Detroit,  which  was  surren- 
dered to  him  on  his  arrival. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

POXTIAC'S  WAR. 

^»  ,  As  inoininienlal  bron/.e  unchaiij^e*!  his  look  ; 

*  A  soul  that  ])ity  touched,  but  never  shook  ; 

Ini])assive — fearinj^  but  the  shame  of  fear — 

A  stoic  of  the  woods — a  man  without  a  tear." 
-  — Girlnidi'o/Uyomini^. 

AT  THK  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  War,  as  soon  as  the  Knolish 
had  possessed  theniseh'es  of  the  forts  and  posts  established  by  the 
French,  a  conspiracy  was  formed  by  the  Indian  tribes  of  tlie  west  to 
sieze  tliese  ontposts  and  dispossess  tlie  Fn^lish.  The  niovin;^  spirit  of  this 
confederation  was  Pontiac,  an  Ottawa  chief  of  j^reat  abilities,  whose  lofty 
charac^ter  fitted  him  for  a  nobler  destiny  than  the  leader  of  sava«>es.  He  saw 
that  with  tlie  h'rencli  no  lont;er  as  allies  that  the  I\n<^dish  threatened  to  j^ain 
nndispntc'd  swax'  o\-cr  the  tribes  of  the  west  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  o\'er- 
whelm  them  before  tliey  ol)tained  a  stronj^er  footliold.  Pontiac  ])ossessed 
an  indomitable  s})irit  and  all  the  han^ht)'  reserve  of  the  Indian.  The  Dela- 
wares,  vSliawnees,  \V\'andots,  (Jjibwa)s  and  other  tribes  of  the  West  joined 
the  league.  It  taxed  the  ii^reat  inflnence  of  Sir  William  Johnson  to  the 
ntnK>st  to  ])re\'ent  the  Six  Nations  from  joinin;:^  in  tlie  consj>iracy.  The 
I{n<4lish  posts  were  all  to  ])e  attacked  on  the  same  day,  their  <^arrisons  and  all 
the  people  the  ))order  settlements  massacred.  vSo  well  planned  was  the 
attack  that  nine  ])osts  in  the  west  were  captnred  in  a  sin<j;;le  day,  and  the 
most  of  the  i^^arrisons  tomahawked  and  scalped. 

It  is  intere.>tinj4-  to  learn  that  this  contest  between  tlie  Indians  and  white 
men  broui^ht  scenes  of  sava<;e  warfare  close  to  this  county.  At  Presqne  Isle 
(now  I'hie,  Pa.),  in  the  shadows  of  the  forest  and  less  than  twenty  miles  away 
fn)m  ClKUitaiupia  comity,  occurred  one  of  tliose  desperate  strn<4j;les  between 
Indians  and  white  men  which  were  so  freqnent  in  the  pioneer  period.  In 
June,  i7'")3,  hhisit^n  Christie  was  the  commandino^  officer  at  Presqne  Isle. 
Jniie  3,  Lieutenant  Cinler,  of  the  Oneeifs  "  com])any  of  rangers,  arrix'ed  there 
on  his  wa\-  to  Fort  XiaiL^ara  with  the  remnant  of  his  force,  which  had  been 
snrj)ri>ed  and  defeated  by  the  Indians  while  coastin^^  alon<;  the  north  shore 
of  Lake  lu'ie  on  tlieir  wa\'  with  supplies  for  the  luiglisli  j^arrison  at  Detroit. 
Phisii^ii  Christie  kej)t  six  of  Cnyler's  men  which  increased  his  ;^arrison  to 
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twenty-seven  men.  Fort  Presqne  Isle  stood  on  the  site  of  the  city  of  Erie. 
A  stron<^  blockhouse  built  of  lari^e  lo<;s  stood  in  its  an;^le. 

I^arly  on  June  15th,  two  hundred  Indians  from  those  assembled  at  Detroit 
commenced  the  assault.  The  j^arrison  withdrew  into  the  blockhouse.  The 
Indians,  from  under  cover  of  the  bank  of  the  lake  and  a  ridj^e  that  extended 
alon<^  a  small  stream  that  ran  into  the  lake  near  the  fort,  continued  the 
attack  all  day,  firinj:^  into  every  loop-hole  of  the  bastion,  and  cndeaN  orinj^  to 
fire  the  fort  by  shootin<;  burnin,i;  arrows  a^L^ainst  it,  which  the  j^arrison  woidd 
extiniL^uish  with  water  kept  in  barrels  within  the  works.  Some  of  the  Indians 
mana,i;ed  to  j^;et  into  the  fort,  which  enabled  them  to  carry  on  a  more  effect- 
ual fire  ai^ainst  the  blockhouse,  while  others  attempted  to  undermine  it. 
The  ^^^arrisou  made  a  stul)born  defense  killin.i;-  or  woundinjj;  such  Indians  as 
exj)()sed  themselves.  The  water  in  the  bastion  beiuL;-  nearly  exhausted,  the 
soldiers  comuR-iiced  to  dii^  a  pas^a_L;e  under  iL^rouud  to  the  well  which  stood 
in  an  exposed  place.  Darkness  came  at  last,  but  the  Indians  kept  up  a  fire 
all  ni^lit  from  their  intrenchments.  The  next  day  the  Indians  slI  fire  to 
the  commanding;  officer's  house  near  the  blockhouse.  The  llames  soon 
reached  the  bastion  of  the  blockhouse,  which  at  last  took  fire.  The  <;arrison 
howe\-er  extiuL^uished  it  with  water  from  the  well  which  the)'  had  reached 
by  the  underground  i)assa.!L;e.  The  fn  in^  continued  until  midni^^ht  of  ti  e 
second  day,  when  the  i;arrison  was  warned  that  ]»rei)arations  had  been  com- 
])leted  to  set  the  blockhouse  on  fire  from  above  and  below,  and  their  surren- 
der was  demanded  with  the  promise  that  if  the\'  yielded  their  lives  would  be 
spared.  Christie,  beini;  satisfied  that  the  burnin.i;-  <jf  the  blockhouse  could 
not  be  prevented,  surrendered  with  the  understanding;-  that  the  lives  of  the 
j^arrison  slunild  be  sjxired  and  that  they  mii^ht  retire  unmolested  to  the  near- 
est post.  The  Indians  kept  them  for  awhile  near  Presque  Isle  and  ado])ted 
some  of  their  prisoners  into  their  tribe,  shavinj^  off  their  hair  and  ]>aintin-^ 
and  bedeckin;^  them  as  Indian  warriors.  They  fmally  carried  their  prison- 
ers to  Detroit.  Christie  made  his  escape.  One  soldier,  ik'njamin  Gray  and 
possibly  another  escaped  at  the  time  of  the  surrender.  Gray  went  to  Fort 
Pitt  and  first  told  the  story  of  the  sei<;e  and  capture  of  the  fort. 

The  Indians,  late  in  the  mornino^  of  June  18,  aj^peared  1)efore  Le  Roeuf 
(now  Waterford,  fourteen  miles  west  of  French  Creek  in  Chautauqua 
count)-.  Its  j^arrison  consisted  of  eleyen  privates,  two  corporals  and  its  com- 
mander, FjisiL,ni  Price,  a  <;allant  youiij:;  officer.  The  Indians  at  first  en- 
deavored to  j;ain  admittance  by  artifice  but  failed.  Late  'in  the  day  they 
commenced  the  attack  by  shootiu!^  burning;;  arrows  ai^ainst  the  sides  and  roof 
of  the  blockhouse.  The  men  several  times  succeeded  in  extini^uishini;  the 
fire.  At  len<;th  the  flames  so  spread  that  they  could  not  master  them.  They 
all  «;ot  out  throu<;h  a  narrow  window  in  the  rear  of^  the  blockhouse  unob- 
..serbed  by  the  Indians ;  covered  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  they  managed 
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to  escape  into  the  forest,  where  they  wandered  several  days  half  starved. 
Finally  all  but  two  (who  probably  perished  in  the  woods)  reached  Fort  Pitt. 
On  their  way  Price  and  his  men  passed  Venanj^o  [now  P'ranklin)  where  they 
found  only  sniokin,,^  fires,  in  whicli  lay  the  half-burnel  ]):):li  js  of  its  murdered 
<4arris(»n.  The  Indians,  wlio  wen.'  v^eiiecas,  had  succeeded  in  ^^ainin;^  admit- 
tvince  into  the  fori  at  \\n:int;<),  an<l  burned  it  to  the  round  and  massacretl 
its  garrison,  Icav  ini^  none  to  tell  the  st(n-\'  of  its  fall.  'J'he  few  facts  known 
respecting  its  destruction  were  afterwards  •(athered  fnjm  an  Indian  wlu)  was 
present  at  its  capture,  and  who  narrated  tliem  to  Sir  William  Johnson. 
Lieutenant  (  >ordon.,  the  conimandinj^-  officer,  was  tortured  over  a  slow  fire  for 
several  nii^hts  until  he  died. 

While  the  Indians  were  i)rosecutiiu;'  their  campai^^n  alon*;-  this  frontier, 
they  murdered  manv  oi  the  scattered  settlers  of  western  PeunsyUania,  and 
others  onl\"  sax'ed  themseh'es  by  fleeing-  to  tlie  nearest  forts.  Meantime  Pon- 
tiac  w:is  prosecuting  with  great  energy  the  siege  of  Detroit.  P\)r  more  than 
a  \  ear  was  it  besieged,  during  which  time  the  garrison  sulTered  greatly. 

Juh'  29,  I7f>3,  Major  Rogers  arri\-ed  at  Detroit  with  a  recnforcement  of 
2S()  men.  A  little  later  in  an  at'.empt  to  raise  the  siege,  the  hhiglish  in  a 
desperate  conllict  at  Ploody  river  lost  one  quarter  of  their  iniml)er.  October 
i()t]i  of  the  same  \  ear,  somewhere  near  the  foot  of  Lake  Ph'ie  the  Indians 
attacked  160  Fnglish  soldiers  under  Major  Wilkins,  in  boats  on  their  way 
t<i  re]ie\-e  Detroit.  A  battle-  ensued  in  which  uearh-  thirt\'  iMiglishmen  were 
killed  and  wounded.  (  )ther  calamities  befel  Major  Wilkins.  A  storm  o\'er- 
took  him  (»n  Lake  Ivrie  ;  his  boats  were  wrecked  ;  his  ammnnition  was  lost; 
and  se\-ent\-  of  his  men  i)erished. 

August  10,  I7''>4,  Oreneral  Bradstreet  with  3,000  men  set  out  in  boats  from 
the  foot  of  Lake  Erie,  on  an  expedition  whose  object  was  to  raise  the  siege 
of  Detroit.  The  route  of  this  army  was  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
August  10  and  11,  i7''>4,  they  rowed  along  the  coast  of  Chautauqua  county. 
Israel  Putnam  accomjxmied  the  expedition  as  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Con- 
necticut troops.  Arri\-ing  at  Detroit,  Bradstreet  raised  the  siege,  and  Octo- 
ber 10  set  out  on  Ins  return. Ivight  or  ten  miles  west  of  Cleveland  a  por~ 
tion  of  the  boats  were  wrecked, and  about  150  of  his  force,  provincials  and 
Indians,  were  C(.)m]K'lled  to  make  tlieir  way  to  Fort  Niagara  along  the  south- 
ern shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  foot.  Their  route  led  through  the  lake  towns  of 
the  countx'  (»f  Chantaiupia.  After  man\'  da\'s  of  hardship,  fording  creck.s 
and  rivers,  suffering  from  cold  and  Inniger,  the\'  reached  the  end  of  their 
journey.    Many  of  the  j)rovincials  perished  in  the  woods. 

Among  the  Indian  chiefs  who  took  an  active  })art  in  the  contest,  was. 
Gu\asutha.     Like  Pnntiac  he  was  a  leader  among  his  people  and  endowed 

*Nu  lull  acov'niU  of  lii^  return  in.irch  ]ia-'  l>tcii  ])rcs(.rvc»!. 

+  .\luiskt.ls.  >\v<>ri!-i.  \\  rti.k^  of  l">ats  aiu!  other  relics  have  V)ctit  foiiml  for  several  iniles  aloiiij  the  coast. 


PoNTiAc's  War. 


whh  tlie  stem  virtues  of  liis  race.  Guyasiitlia  and  C()riii)]a]iter  \vere  lords 
of  tlie  forest  aloii;^  tlie  Allej^any  and  its  headwaters.  Tliey  were  familiar 
with  our  C(junt\'  and  sometimes  visited  its  beautiful  lake.  TheN-  belong;  to 
its  history  as  Robin  Hood  to  Sherwood  forest.  Althou,i;h  prominent  in  Ton- 
tiac's  war,  Parkman  scarcely  notices  (luyasutha.  Mis  deeds  were  ecjual  to 
tliosc  of  Cornplanter,  Red  Jacket  or  Farmer's  I'rothers.  (lUx  asutha  when 
youn<:i;-  was  a  comi)anion  of  \Vashin<4;ton  on  his  mission  to  th.e  l-Veneh  in  I753 
from  IvO,!L;stown  to  Le  lioeuf.  (ruyasutha  in  1763  was  a  chief  of  the  Sene- 
cas.  He  then  entered  into  the  cons])iracy  of  Rontiac,  aiul  was  the  first  it  is 
probable  to  commence  that  contest  which,  although  <^enerall\'  called  Ron- 
tiac's,  was  sometimes  called  ( iU\asutha\s  war.  (  rUN  a^utha  is  said  to  have 
led  the  Indians  in  the  bloody  battle  of  R>ushy  Run,  which  was  the  most  des- 
perate encounter  with  the  Indians  that  perhaps  ever  took  place  on  this  con- 
tinent, a  conflict  in  which  the  Indians  dis])layed  a  stead\-  valor  and  endur- 
ance equal  in  ever}'  respect  to  tlieir  brave  and  ci\-ilized  opponents.  At  the 
close  of  this  war,  in  the  conference  held  near  Lake  lu'ie  between  the  Indian 
tribes,  he  was  a  leading  character.  Later  in  the  conference  on  the  Mus- 
kin,L;um  between  Colonel  Rxxpiet  and  the  Senecas,  Delawares  and  Shawnees, 
Ouyasutha  then  chief  of  the  vSenecas  U]M)n  the  Alle.iL;an\-  and  (  )hio  was 
prominent,  and  when  the  conference  was  resumed  in  Xo\ember  he  was  a 
leading;  orator  and  took  part  in  the  treaty  of  h'ort  Ritt  in  176S,  at  which 
i,ir)0  Indians  were  present.  In  1770  when  (rcneral  Washini^ton  made  a 
journey  west  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  when  near  the 
mouth  of  the  ]\Iuskin,L;;um  he  made  a  ceremonious  visit  to  the  camp  of  Guya- 
sutha  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  river  tribes.  Washin^^ton  and  Gu}  a- 
sutha  reco<^nized  each  other,  althoui^h  seventeen  years  had  passed  since  their 
journey  up  the  Alle^^^any.  He  presented  to  \Vashin,t;ton  a  quarter  of  fine 
buffalo  meat  just  slain.  They  encamped  together  and  passed  the  ni^^ht  in 
friendly  conference.  Guyasutha  is  said  to  have  led  the  attack  on  Hannas- 
town  in  17S2.  He  died  on  the  bank  of  the  Allej^any,  and  left  his  name  to  a 
beautiful  plain  on  that  river,  where  he  was  buried. 

Rontiac's  war  was  the  last  j:;;reat  attempt  made  by  the  Indians  to  redeem 
this  country  from  the  dominion  of  the  white  man.  With  the  deatli  of  their 
great  leader  their  efibrts  ceased  and  comparative  peace  for  many  years  pre- 
vailed. No  event  of  importance  occurred  in  these  regions  until  the  Revo- 
lution. 
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CHAPTKR  XI. 

TMK  RHVOLUTIOX. 

AT  THE  comnienceinent  of  the  Revolution,  the  limits  of  settlement  and 
civilization  had  extended  somewhat  nearer  to  Chautauqua  county  ; 
but  no  event  of  <^reat  importance  afieclino-  these  rej^ions  transpired 
until  near  the  close.  Lon<^- prior  to  1779,  the  hostile  Indians  and  tories  had 
desolated  tlie  frontier  settlements  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  ;  to  punish 
them  Wasliin*^ton  planned  two  expeditions.  One  was  to  march  hy  the  north 
Ijranrh  of  the  Suscjuehaniia,  ai^ainst  the  Indian  \-i]la;^es  of  the  vSix  Nations 
in  Xew  Vcrk  :  the  other  was,  at  the  same  time,  to  ])r(jceed  U])  the  Alle,!L;any, 
un.der  the  command  of  Col.  Daniel  Prodhead,  a  <|allant  and  en ter[)risin,L,^  offi- 
cer, who  then  commanded  at  rittsburj^di,  and  to  destroy  the  \  illaj^es  of  tlie 
vSeceea  ;ind  Mun>e\'  Indians,  wlio  dwc-lt  ah»nL;'  that  ri\'er  and  its  tributaries, 
and  afterwards  to  unite  witli  the  army  of  (leu.  vSulliwin  in  a  coni1)ined  attack 
upon  I'ort  Xia.L^ara.  On  account  of  the  difficulty  of  ])rovidin_!^-  Col.  Ih'odhead 
with  su])plies  in  time,  and  the  want  of  sati.sfaclor\'  information  concernin<^ 
tlie  Allei^anx'  com)tr\',  the  idea  of  the  two  expeditions  cooperatinii;'  was 
abandoned  i)y  (ien.  Washington. 

Col.  Brodhead,  August  11,  1779,  at  the  head  of  605  militia  and  volimteers, 
and  with  one  month's  ])n>\  isions,  advanced  up  the  Allegany  river  from  Pitts- 
burgh to  the  Mahoning.  Here  their  provisions  were  transferred  from  boats 
to  packhorses  ;  and  the  army  j^roceeded  on  to  Brady's  Bend,  in  Clarion  county, 
Pennsx  lw'inia.  Here  an  advanced  party  consisting  of  fifteen  white  men  and 
eight  Delaware  Indians,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Harding,  fell  in  with 
thirt\'  or  forty  Indian  warri(;rs  coming  down  the  river  in  seven  canoes.  Tlie 
Indians  landed  and  stri])])ed  off  their  sliirls  ;  a  sharp  c^uitest  ensued  ;  the 
Indians  wt.  re  drfealed,  six  or  se\-en  of  their  number  killed  aiul  se\  eral 
wouiuled  ;  and  al!  their  canoes  and  contents  fell  int<j  the  hands  of  Col.  Biod- 
head.  IJi  utenanl  Harding  ha'd  three  men  sliglitl\'  wouiuled,  one  a  young 
Delaware  chief  named  Xanoland,  another  tlie  celebrated  scout  Xatlian  Zane. 
This  encounter  piobal)])-  occurred  near  Thompson's  island  in  Warren  counly, 
fi\-e  miles  ])eK)w  the  mouth  of  the  Ih'oken-Straw.  Col(.)nel  Tliomas  Procler  in 
1 791  journe\  ed  from  Philadel])hia  upon  a  mission  to  tlie  western  Indians  to 
})ersuade  them  to  })eace.  ( )n  his  way  he  \-isited  the  Allegany  ri\-er,  and  was 
joined  l.)\-  Cornplanter  with  thirt\'  canoes.     A})ril  11,  they  arrived  at  an  old 
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Indian  settlement  called  Ho<;stown  (nndonbtedly  (foshj^osliunk ),  and  after- 
wards proceeded  up  the  river  to  Hickory  Town  (Lackawana).  A])ril  13,  they 
ascended  the  Allc<^any  ten  miles  to  Lo;^tra])  creek.  Colonel  Proclor  states 
in  his  journal  that  he  ''Proceeded  u])  the  river  today  (14th),  took  up  our 
encamj)nient  near  the  mouth  of  Cas\  t>U(lan,i^^  creek,  it  heini;-  the  ]>lace  where 
Colonel  Brodhead  in  1779  had  fou;;ht  a«;ainst  the  sava.Lies,  and  in  which 
action  Jose])h  Nicholson,  his  interpreter,  was  wounded."  Ihodhead  resmned 
his  march  on  the  15th  and  arrived  in  the  mornini;-  at  the  Indian  town  Iluck- 
aloons  just  below  the  Ih'oken-Straw.  The  Indians  were  dri\  en  to  the  hills 
in  its  rear.  A  breastwork  of  felled  tind)er  and  fascines  was  thrown  up.  It 
was  about  half  a  mile  above  the  mouth  of  tlie  l5r(>ken-vStraw,  on  tlie  west 
side  of  the  road  from  Irvinton  to  Warren,  upon  a  hi;^h  ljlulTb\-  the  AlIe.L^any, 
and  commanded  an  extensive  view  up  and  down  the  ri\er.  Its  remains  were 
plainly  to  be  seen  a  few  years  a.^o.  A  garrison  of  fort\-  men  were  left  to 
«;uard  the  ba.u^^a.i^e  and  stores,  and  the  troo])S  innnediately  marched  to  Con- 
awa,L;o,  the  Seneca  town  tliat  stood  on  the  site  of  Warren.  This  had  l)cen 
deserted  for  ei,L^hteen  months,  I^rodhead,  it  is  said,  sent  a  force  sex  er.d  miles 
U|)  the  Conawa^o  and  fonnd  other  deserted  \  illa_<;es.  Se\-.ei'al  da\  s  afterwards 
Major  Morrison  retnrned  to  this  place  to  reconnoitre  ;  as  he  stooped  to  drink  at 
the  creek,  a  rille  ball  splashed  water  in  his  face.  This  fact  was  confirmed 
lon*^  afterwards  to  Dr.  William  A.  Ir\  ine  by  one  of  Cornplanter's  men. 

The  country  of  the  uj)])er  Allej^au)',  and  much  of  Western  Xew  York, 
was  then  unex|)lored  by  white  men.  Undoubtedl\'  there  were  with  this 
exj^edition  experienced  hunters  and  1)ordennen  ;  yet  no  one  was  sufficiently 
familiar  with  the  country  above  the  Conewaj^o  to  ,i;uide  tlie  e\pe(liti(»n 
directly  to  the  u])]K'r  Seneca  towns,  the  most  important  settlements  u]>on  tiie 
river.  This  led  to  much  uneasiness  of  the  trooi)s.  Colonel  lirodhead,  how- 
ever, prompth'  ordered  an  advance  alonj^  an  Indian  ]xath  that  apj>eared  to  have 
been  used  for  some  time.  The  ex]>edition  rapidly  adxanced  U])  the  rii;ht  or 
west  bank  of  the  river,  .\ftera  march  of  twenty  miles,  without  di>coverin.i;- 
other  si^ns  of  Indian  occu]>ation  or  presence  than  a  few  foot])rints,  upon 
arriving  at  the  crest  of  a  hij^h  hill  they  saw  the  s])arklin:L;  waters  of  llie 
•  Mlei^any  ^listenin)^  1)enealh  them,  and  alon;^  t  illier  side  of  the  windim;  ri\'er 
the  broad  and  luxuriant  cornfields  of  the  Indians.  On  descendin*;  the  hill 
they  came  in  si^ht  of  their  towns  which  had  just  been  deserted.  These  vil- 
la<^a\s  and  cornfields  were  situated  aloniL;'  the  Allei^au)'  for  about  eii;lit  miles 
abo\e  the  villaj^e  of  Kinjua,  their  northern  limit  bein,L(  near  the  boundary 
line  Ijctween  Xew  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Colonel  I>rodhead  estimated  that  these  Indian  villaii^es  contained  130 
unusually  lar<;-e  houses  ;  .some  of  them  lar^^e  enou<^h  for  three  or  four  families. 
Here  was  shown  the  natural  superiority  of  the  Six^  Nations  over  the  other 
Indian  races  in  the  advance  in  civilization  that  they  had  made  in  this  i.solated 
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rej>-ion.  Tlieir  houses  were  su])stantial  ;  sonic  constructed  of  loj^s,  a  part  of 
round  and  otliers  of  scjuare  timber,  wliile  otliers  were  frame  l^uildinj^s. 
Around  them  were  extensive  and  highly-cultivated  fields  of  <^rain  and  ve.i^e- 
ta])les.  Colonel  Urodhead  declared  that  he  never  saw  finer  corn,  aUhou<;h  it 
stood  much  thicker  than  white  farmers  plant  this  *;Tain.  l^'rom  the  j^reat 
quantit)'  of  corn  tliat  was  here  in  the  i^round  and  the  number  of  new  houses 
])uilt  and  buildi-UL;-,  C(^lonel  Hrodhead  inferred  that  the  whole  of  the  Seneca 
and  Munsey  nations  conlem])lated  settliui^  here.  At  the  approach  of  the 
troo}-)s  to  the  first  \-illaiL;e  the  Indians  fled  leaving:;-  se\-eral  ])acks  of  deerskins. 
The  work  of  destructi(jii  vv-:is  _soon  commenced,  and  continn.ed  for  three  da>'S 
Avithout  interruption  fn^m  the  Indians,  they  havin.ii^  retreated  to  the  woods. 
Ivi^ht  towns  Were  set  in  ilames  ;  the  corn  was  next  cut  down  and  piled  into 
heaps,  and  o\-er  500  acres  were  destroyed.  $3000  worth  of  plunder  was  taken. 
At  the  l^])per  vSeneca  towi\  a  painted  war  post  or  paii^od  clothed  in  doj^skins 
was  lound  which  was  committed  to  tlie  river.  This  ])lace  was  called  Y()U<;li- 
roonwai^o.. 

Colonel  Ihodhead  m  ikcs  no  mention  of  advancin^i;-  be\-ond  these  towns. 
^Irs.  Mar\'  Jcmix)!!,  who  is  usualh'  accurate,  states  in  her  narrative  tluit  he 
ascended  to  (  )kMn  Point  destro\  in_L;  all  the  Indian  \-illai;es  on  the  Alle.L^any. 

IJrodhead's  expedition  was  in  advance  of  that  of  Sulli\'an.  About  the 
time  he  wa^  eompletiiiL;-  the  destruction  of  the  Seneca  towns  on  the  Alle- 
<;an\-,  Sullix'an  hax  im^  been  joined  b\'  the  troop^  of  (General  Clinton  was 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  to  the  east,  contestin;^-  the  battle  of  Xewtown 
with  the  forces  of  I)rant  and  Ihitler  near  Klmira  ;  audit  was  not  until  two 
weeks  later  that  Suilixan  reached  the  heart  of  the  vSeneca  countr\'  on  the 
Cieiiesee  ri\  er,  and  entered  upon  the  destruction  of  the  Indian  towns,  corn 
and  orchards.  This  earl\'  mowment  of  Hrodhead  undoubtedly  ser\ed  to 
di\-ert  tlie  attention  and  distract  the  efforts  of  the  Indians  and  to  aid  vSulli- 
\an.  Hrodhead  could  it  is  proI)able  luwe  easil\-  united  his  forces  to  those  of 
(icneral  SuUixan,  by  ]>ursuin;^  the  Indian  trail  alon<;  the  Allegany  to  Olean, 
and  thence  to  Canadea  and  aloni;  the  (jcnesee.  Indeed  Hrodhead  wrote  to 
(leneral  Sulli\-an,  (  )cto])er  1779,  that  he  should  have  marched  to  (icne- 
see.  if  he  had  not  been  disap])ointed  in  i^ettin*^'  slu)es  for  his  men. 

Ilaviu'^  coiu]>leted  the  (U.-struction  of  the  n])per  Indian  towns  the  Ameri- 
cans bet^an  their  return.  On  their  way  they  consigned  to  the  Ikimes  Cona- 
waj4<)  and  Huckaloons.  The  route  chosen  for  their  return  march  was  the 
W'uani^o  road.  Aceordin^j;  to  a  ])ri\'ate  letter  they  crossed  Oil  creek  several 
times,  ami  their  attention  was  attracted  to  the  inflammable  oil  issuinj^  from 
its  chann<.l  and  the  adjacent  sprin<^s,  which  they  thou<;ht  resembled  Hritish 
oil.  The  .]fifss(r( /ttts(  //s  Mt70(i.:ntt'  in  17S0,  referrini;  to  this  expedition  states 
that  in  the  nv>rthern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  there  is  a  creek  called  Oil  creek 
which  empties  intj  the  AUej^heny  river.     It  issues  from  a  sprin<j^  on  the  top 
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of  wliicli  floats  an  oil  similar  to  that  called  Barbadocs  tar,  and  from  which 
one  mav  gather  several  <;allons  a  day.  The  troops  sent  to  ^uard  the  western 
])osts  halted  at  this  sprinj^,  collected  some  of  this  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints 
with  it.  This  gave  them  great  relief  from  the  rheumatism  with  which  they 
were  afflicted.  The  water,  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  a 
gentle  purge."'" 

After  destroying  Maghinqucchahocking,  an  Indian  village  of  35  large 
houses,  Col.  P>rodhcad  returned  to  P'^ort  Pitt,  where  he  arrived  vSeptember  14, 
1779,  having  burned  ten  Indian  villages  (165  houses)  destroy  ed  more  th  in 
500  acres  of  corn,  and  taken  $3000  worth  of  furs  and  other  plunder,  and 
without  losing  man  or'])east.t 

The  eNpediti(»ns  of  Sullivan  and  Brodhead,  a  id  the  destruction  of  the 
Indian  towns  and  cornfields,  threw  the  Indians  u])on  the  hands  of  their  P»rit- 
ish  em|)lo\ers  for  sup])ort.  During  the  succeeding  winter  want  and  di.sease 
swe})t  many  of  them  awa\'  ;  )  et  it  did  not  put  a  st«^p  to  their  inroads.  Ivxas- 
perated  by  their  misfortunes,  maurauding  ])arties  of  Indians  kd  by  P>rant 
and  Cornplanterj;  and  other  chiefs,  aided  b\'  their  allies  the  tories,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war  visited  the  frontier  settlements  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  from  the  Ab)hawk  to  Wyoming  Wakey  ;  burning  the  houses  of 
the  settlers,  killing  many,  and  carr\'ing  others  into  captivitw  I'ort  Niagara 
had  usualh-  been  the  winter  quarters  of  Praut,  (lUy  Johnson,  the  Ihitlersand 
other  tories  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Canada.  It  now  became  also  the  head 
({uarters  of  the  Indians  wlio  had  been  dri\'en  from  the  (ienesee  and  Alleganv, 
and  the  point  at  which  all  of  these  maurauding  parties  of  Indians  and  tories 
were  accustomed  to  assemble,  and  from  which  tlK\-  took  their  de])arture 
ui)on  these  hostile  incursions;  and  to  which  the\'  returned  laden  with  spoil 
and  scalps,  and  with  such  men,  women  and  children  as  they  had  made  pris- 
oners, compelling  them  in  some  instances  to  run  the  gauntlet,  and  subjecting 
them  to  other  cruelties. 

*'rin."  first  notice  \vr  have  of  the  oil  spriiitis  is  in  a  letter  written  hy  the  I'ra iicise.i n  missionary  Joscpli  de 
la  koehe  DAllion  in  I'p.'v.  He  >;ives  tlu  Indian  nam*-  of  the  place,  wljieli  he  (  \i)lain>-  to  nu  m  "  there  is  mIv 
hi  r<  ■  [n  vifw  of  (he  \as(  wealth  etlraet<<l  from  the  ejti  111  in  tliis  rej^ion  <hM  in^  the  l.itt  r  \  tai  s,  tliis  name 
Wonlij  s(<in  proplu  lie.    M  is  It  (ter  was  j)rinte(l  in  Sa^ard's  </(/  ('und'/n ."    I'eter  Kalm,  iti  his  "Trav- 

els in  North  Atnerica"  pnlilished  in  refers  to  the  oil  sprites  ;  at\(l  on  a  maj)  in  his  lMM)k  their  exact  location 
is  triven. 

t'  Mrodhead  s  exjie'lition  hrs  tisnally  heen  consiflered  of  little  moment,  atid  it  has  even  heeti  denied  or 
donhled  hy  some  writers  that  it  ever  took  i)lace.  Its  ijicidents  are  for  the  first  time  c.irefnlly  eo'lated  an<l  fnlly 
told  hy  ohed  iCdson  in  Tlif  Mn(tiizi»r  nf  llixtnrii  for  Nov.  1S79."  4th  Vol.  Hryant  's  Mistor  .  of  the  1'.  S.,  ]>:i>;e  7, 
note. 

t'iy-ant-wa-chia.  the  Corniilanter,  who  exercised  rnde  a>ithority  in  these  re>iions,  was  a  ci  lehrated  SeJieca 
warrior  and  chieftain,  and  the  rival  of  the  Indian  orator  Re<l  Jacket.  His  sai^acity.  el(K|netice.  and  conraije  for 
a  lonj;  time  justly  j^ave  him  ^jreat  influence  with  his  trihe.  He  was  horn  aho\it  I7;2,  at  Cotiawanirns,  on  the 
C.enesee  river.  His  father  was  n  white  man  name<l  John  O'Hail,  or  Ahcel  ;  his  motlier  was  a  Seneca.  Ca-ne-o- 
<li  yo,  or  Handsome  I.ake.  the  projjhet,  and  Ta-wan-nc-ars,  or  Ulacksnake,  were  his  half-hrothers.  When 
ah«)nt  twenty-three  he  fir«t  ai)peared  a.s  a  warrier  with  the  army  of  l-rench  and  Hulians  which  defeale<l  IJrad- 
flf)ck  in  175.S  ;  an<l  he  prohably  afterwards  participated  in  the  principal  Indian  en^af^ements  duriti^:  the  Revohi- 
lif»n,  fi^^htinn  a^jaijisl  the  colonies.  He  is  said  to  have  been  present  at  Wyoniiti);  and  Cherry  Valley,  and  was 
with  IJrant  at  the  head  of  his  tribe  in  oppo.sinjj  Sullivan's  expedition.  He  afterwards  led  the  Senecas  in  the 
invasion  of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  when,  it  is  said,  he  made  his  father,  John  O'Hail,  a  prisoner,  and,  after  march- 
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In  the  fall  of  ij-^i,  Colonel  Hrodhcad  was  superseded  in  the  command  at 
Pitlshurn;]!  by  Col.  William  Irvine  who  contined  to  be  the  ctunmandin}^  offi- 
cer there  until  the  close  ()(  the  Re\'olution.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
while  (ieneral  Irvine  was  in  command  at  I*ittsbur<;h  an  expedition  was  or- 
j^anized  at  b'ort  Xia^^ara  for  an  iittack  on  I'ort  Pitt,  and  that  in  17S2  a  lar;^e 
[xirty  of  Pritisli  and  Indians  proceeded  so  far  as  to  actuall\'  end)ark  in  canoes 
upon  Chiuitauqua  lake,  wiien  the  expedition  was  al)andoued  on  account  of 
the  supposed  strem;th  of  h'oi  t  Pitt.  The  last  blood  shod  in  the  lield  durinii;- 
the  war,''  sa\'s  P.ancroft,  "  wa>  at  C.'Mnbahee  PV-rry  in  vSouth  Carolina,  on  the 
27th  of  Aui^u.st,  17S2,  when  the  y«->un,L^-  and  gallant  Laurens  fell  mortalh' 
wounded/'  Accordiu:^"  to  Lossini^'  the  last  life  -acrificed  wa>  that  of  Captain 
W'ilnutt  who  was  killed  at  vStone  P\rry  in  vSeptember  followin^i;. 

This  ex])edition  of  which  we  have  spoken  was  the  last  that  occurred  in 
the  North  during  the  Re\<jlution.  It  ended  in  the  luirnin*^-  of  llannastown, 
once  a  fimous  but  now  almost  fori^'otteu  town  of  \Wstnioreland  count\-  in 
western  l.*enusyi vania.  The  destruction  of  llannastown  occurred  on  the  13th 
ofjulw  1 7S2,  not  two  months  before  the  affair  in  which  Colonel  Laurens 
fell.  A  cousideiable  unniber  of  persons  residin^i;  in  llannastown  and  \'icinity 
were  either  killed  or  carried  prisoners  to  Canada.  After  the  war  the  captives 
were  deli\ered  up  and  returned  to  their  homes. 

Apprehensions  had  lon^  been  entertained  during;  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion b\  W'a.shini^ton  and  the  Anieric;ui  connnandant  at  Pittsbur<;h  that  the 
I>rilish  meditated  a  descent  upon  tluit  ])ost  from  XiaiL^ara.  In  1779  intelli- 
i^ence  was  recei\ed  that  Putler  and  two  hundred  ran«4"ers  desij^iied  attackin^^' 
it  when  stiawberries  should  be  ri])e.  In  17S1  \Vashin;^ton  was  informed 
that  vSir  John  John>on  and  Colonel  Conneh-  were  collectin;L,''  a  lar!.;e  force  to 
proceed  aj^aiu^t  Pittsburi^h,  and  Colonel  P)rodhead,  who  then  commandetl  there 

him  >(.\  tr.il  mile-  w  ilh  the  u>ual  Imlian  >t<)ici>in  withowt  cli>Lli>>iiii;  hnii>.(.ir,  he  ahniplly,  ami  in  the  st  nti  ii- 
tioM<  maiiut  r  ot  t lie  Ii>>!iaii.  aniiovmctd  )iis  rclatidii^lup,  aiurjii'Vi-  »>'i;ail  his  choice,  to  live  witli  him  and  his 
retl  lulli iwH^  rs,  u  lu  ri.  lie  wonli!  .-.ui)j)i)rt  liim  at  e.'t>e  in  his  ohl  ai;e,  or  to  retnrn  t<»  his  home  on  the  Moliawk.  lie 
cho-e  the  latti  r,  an<l  C>>rii!»lanler  >ent  liis  yoiiiu'  men  to  conduct  hini  hack  in  safety.  Corn]>l. inter  \va-<  .in  .ihle 
m.m  .iml  aKo  hom.  ~t  .nul  trutlifii!  ;  he  acted  .i  mo-.l  consi)i<.  nons  oart  in  the  treaties  and  tran>.icti(jn>  h<.  i\\  <,i  ii 
thi  Indians  and  tlu  Tniled  St.iti  -  su!«S(  ijiu  nt  to  the  k«.  \()hiti'inar\-  w.ir,  and  he  s:i\s-.  at  its  clo^e.  tliat  thi-  true 
J.I  .;ic\-  0!  the  1  ndian  \va~  to  r<co-ni/e  llie  L;ri  .\\  i  n;.'  '..ovsh;  oI  the  Inittd  Male^.and  hury  the  liaUhet.  He 
ad\ i-r  d  liihe  tM  th!>- > -lur-'  in  oi.)Mi-iiii.ii  to  til'-  'ouuseU  111  lli.mt  and  K«  d  hnkil  and  dnriny  the  IikU.iu 
\\.U-<  lh.it  loll.iwe.l,  he  lelii.llMe.l  the  Iru.  .lud  sle.idta-t  Iriend  o(  the  l  lliled  St,lte>.  In  lh<'  hl^t  u.ir  w  illl  liU'^- 
l.md,   when  .il  out  ei^^htx-iour  \e.irs  ohl,  accom])inied  hy  warriory  o!  liis  n.itioii,   lie  calle.l  uj)'>n  C<il. 

>,iiMHel  I  ir.ikc ,  at  I  r.mkliii  and  uili.  red  lii>  >er\ic.  >  to  t!u  I'nitcd  St.ilt which  ut  re  declined  tr-r  tlu-  u.iiit  .>1' 
ant  h(  .1  it\  to  nni-ter  !!u!i.in-»  ii'.to  itu  m  rvice.  A  consider. iMe  numlitr  ol'  hi-,  triln  .  how  e\ er.  U  <!  hy  hi>  -on, 
111  nry  Al ><  1 1,  \\  Im  h.id  .i  v  i )innii --ii 'U  .1-  major,  .iclc  d  ihirinv^  the  \v .ir  a  -  -^c* 'Ut -~  and  did  ;.io< >d  -.erv  ice  to  the  I' nited 
St.iti  -..  eorni>Kiut<.  r  otti.  n  v!>ited  c  h.iutau(|ua  t  ounl\  .  ami  >  ear>  1«.  lor<.-  it>  >etllen;ent  liy  the  tit -t  u  liite  man, 
he  thori.iuhly  iin.U  t -^to..d  the  L;(.<iL;r.ii)hy  ol  it.-^  lake  s  and  stream.-..  Alter  the  Revolution  lie  roided  principally 
.tt  "en  lu --.i-<l.i-^a,  hi-  v  ill.iqe,  on  the  Alk  i^.inx  ri\  «.  r,  in  W  arren  C(;uniy.  and.  !or  the  rem. tinder  ol"  hi-  lili  .  nity 
ve.irs,  hecime  tlMrouLihlx  ind.^  ntiliMl  with  thi>  rej,Mon  e)r  country.  Cornplanter  dieil  at  Jennt -.ulav^.i,  a:c<  d 
ahout  i.^\e.its.  A  niinumtnt  w.i- erecle<l  in  1-1/.  hy  the  .stale  ol"  l'»iinsylvania,  over  his  remains;  upon  which 
t!i«  lollow  in;;  iu-cripiion-  wi  re  lettered  :  "•  John  ( >  l!,iil.  ali.is  Cornplanter.  <'.ied  at  Cornpl.mter  town,  I'ehrnary 
!s,  r>  •' ,  a'-;ed -ih'out  i  h .  yc  .ir-,  chief  ol  the  Seneca  trihe,  .iml  principal  chiel  i >!  the  Six  Nations.  Irom  the  i)eri<<d 
of  the  Ke v(«lution.iry  uar  to  i!ie  time  ol  his  de.ith,  Uistinmiishetl  lor  t.ilent-,  courage,  eloquence,  sohriety  and 
!o\e-  of  his  Irihe  .md  rai  <.-,  to  u  ho-e  \v  ellare  he  d(.  \  t)ted  his  time,  hi>  energies  and  his  tne.ins,  during  a  Ioul;  atul 
eventful  I'.le.' 
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carefully  t;nai(lc(l  a_i;.iinst  such  au  attcni})t.  lu  June  or  Jul\*,  ij^2,  Col. 
William  Irvine  who  then  coniuianded  at  PiltsburL;h,  received  re])eated 
accounts  from  Canadians  who  deserted  to  hiui  and  from  friendl\'  Indians  of  a 
strong-  force  movin;^^  to  attack  him.  ,  In  Aui^usl  of  that  \ear  lie  ]>icked  uj)  at 
Fort  Pitt  a  number  of  canoes  that  had  drifted  down  the  ri\er.  vSubsecjuent 
to  the  ReV()lution,  while  explorin;^  Chautauqua  lake  he  learned  further  ]^ar- 
ticulars  of  the  cxpediticjn.  In  a  lon<;  and  enterlainiuL;'  letter  to  (leneral 
WasliiniL^ton,  dated  Januar\'  27,  1 7SS,  (icneral  Ir\  ine  connnunicated  many 
facts  concerniu)^  this  force  and  Chautaiujua  lake  where  the\-  had  assembl(.'d. 
Inlbrmation  res])ectin_!L^  this  armament  had  been  communicated  todeneral 
Ir\  ine  by  a  white  man  named  Matthews,  who  was  taken  prisoner  b\-  the 
Indians  in  1777,  and  also  by  a  chief  of  the  vSi-neci  tribe,  concern i ii^l,^  which 
he  wrote  : 

The  Seneca  related  many  thiniL^s  to  corroborate  and  conx  iriCe  me  of  its  u 
truth,  lie  stated  that  he  was  constantly  employed  b\-  the  liritish  durinii  the 
late  war,  and  had  the  rank  ot  ca])tain,  and  lluit  he  coinmauded  the  })art\' 
which  was  defeated  on  the  Alle<;any  by  Colonel  llrodhead  ;  that  in  the  year 
17S2,  a  detatchment  composed  of  300  liritish  and  fi\  e  hundred  Indians  was 
formed  and  actually  embarked  in  canoes  on  Lake  Jadacpia  with  Iwelw  pieces 
of  artiller}',  with  an  avowed  intention  of attackin;^^  I'orl  Pitt.  'rhi>  expedition 
was  laid  aside  in  consccpicnce  of  the  rej>orted  re])airs  and  strength  of  I'ort 
Pitt  carried  by  a  spy  from  the  nei<j^h])orliood  (^f  llie  fort.  They  then  contented 
themselves  with  the  usual  mode  of  warfare  by  sending-  small  pirties  on  the 
tVontier,  one  of  whicli  burned  Mann:istown.  I  remember  well  th.at  in  Auj;^- 
ust,  17S2,  we  ])icked  up  at  F(>rt  Pitt  a  number  of  c;\noes  which  had  drifted 
down,  the  river;  and  I  received  repeated  account^,  in  June  and  ju]\-  from  a 
Canaclian  who  deserted  to  me,  as  well  as  from  some  friendly  Indians  of  this 
armament  ;  but  I  never  knew  l).'fore  where  the\'  assembled.  Doth  Matthews 
and  the  Seneca  desired  to  co  iduct  me  to  the  spot  on  the  shore  of  L  ike  ja(hi- 
<pia  where  lies  one  of  the  fourpounders  let't  by  the  French.  Major  P'iule\' 
who  has  ])een  in  that  country  since  I  was  informed  me  that  lie  h  id  seen  the 
.liun." 

It  does  not  ap])ear  that  this  <;un  was  ever  found  by  the  e  irly  settlers. 
The  rusty  remains  of  it  may  yet  be  discovered. 

The  Kinj^-'s  Sth  re.^iment  has  lonj;-  been  stationed  in  Canada,  and  its  field 
of  o])erations  dnrini;^  the  Revolution  embraced  I^ort  Xia^ara  and  that  portion 
of  Canada  bordering/  on  western  New  York.  Tiiis  rcijiment  undoubtedlv 
]>articipated  in  the  expedition  over  Chautaucpia  lake.  Jackets  left  by  the 
enemy  when  they  returned  from  Hannastown  marked  Kiiij^'s  I{i,i;hth 
attest  its  presence  on  that  occasion. 

Xear  the  inlet  which  flows  into  Chautauqua  lake  not  far  from  Hartfield 
a-^  late  as  1810  were  to  be  seen  many  deca}'ed  and  nuss-covered  stumps. 
John  We>t  an  early  settler  stated  to  the  writer  in  1872  tjiat  he  came  into  the 
f'ounty  in  18 10.  He  came  in  at  Westfield,  and  wvnt  over  the  Old  Portaj;e 
Road  to  Mayville. 
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I  Oaiiu"  (Mil  of  the*  Yillaj^c  of  Westfleld  near  where  Main  street  is  now  and 
crossed  the  creek  a1)out  wliere  it  does  now.  It  went  on  to  Mii\\  ille  about 
wliere  tl  e  r<xid  now  runs,  saw  trees  tliat  appeared  to  liave  b^^'u  cut  down  a 
i^ood  wliile  a^M,  When  I  went  over  tliis  road  there  was  not  nmcli  tra\e]. 
vSalt  and  ^oods  and  liijuors  were  carried  over  this  road  in  those  da\s.  It 
went  <l<)W!i  to  tile  lake  At  tlie  inlet  near  Hartlield  tlu-re  wasa]»]aeeon  tlie 
creek  t(>wa!(l>  the  lake  fiou!  !  lartheld,  not  o\  er  a  (juarler  of  a  mile  from  the 
lake  on  tlie  ea>l  side  of  the  c^reek,  where  there  weie  niany  .stumps  of  tret-S 
that  had  been  cut;  <|uite  a  nund)erorthe  stum])S  were  co\'ered  with  nioss, 
and  ai'i)ea!<.d  to  ha\e  been  cut  years  and  years  when  I  lirst  came  into  the 
couulry.  Ivlwaid  Ilo\e\'  o\s'ns  the  land,  and  it  is  not  now  cleared  I  think. 
These  stumps  were  about  one-li. df  mile  iVom  Ilartheld  and  one-tpiarter  of  a 
nule  fmni  llie  road  tliat  now  runs  near  there,  I  could  sec  the  tops  of  the 
ti'ees  tliat  W\\  from  these  stinnps  but  not  the  bodies. 

The  ho  lies  of  the  trees  felled  from  these  stumps  had  been  remo\'ed  and 
used  ;  ]^eiha])S  made  into  pirocpies  or  canoes.  The  tops  and  una\-ailal)le 
])arts  remained  where  they  lell. 

In  Whlliam  liemus  in  making;-  an  attempt  to  dee])en  the  channel  of 

the  outlet  of  Chaulau(|na  lake,  disco\'ered  a  row  of  pile^  a\'era;>;inj4-  four  inches 
in  diameter  and  from  2'..  to  3'j  feet  in  leni^th,  driven  firndy  into  the  earth 
across  the  betl  of  the  stream.  Axe-marks  were  })lainly  visible  on  each  of  the 
four  sides  of  tho>e  ])iles,  the  wood  of  which  was  sound.  The  tops  of  these 
])iles  were  w<nn  smooth,  and  did  not  appear  when  (lisco\-ered  to  reach  abo\e 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  They  were  })laced  there  years  before  the  settlement 
of  the  country  to  dam  and  raise  the  waters  of  the  lake,  it  is  supposed,  sntTi- 
cient  to  create  a  flood  that  wotdd  bear  boats  down  the  river. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  late  Hon.  James  Prenderj^ast  to  the  writer  : 

Ja.micstowx,  Xov.  3Ri>,  i<S74. 
()r.r:i>  hj>sox,  Ivso.,  Dear  vSir:  In  res]X)nse  to  \-onr  re(piest  I  lia\e  ,!^leaned 
from  my  father  all  the  information  he  possesses  in  re«^ard  to  th.e  matter  I 
s])oke  of  last  week.  He  sa\  s  my  j^randfather  first  came  to  where  Jamestown 
now  stands  in  iSo'')  ;  at  that  time  he  disco\-ered  a  tract  of  land  nearly  an  acre 
in  extent  clearrd  <)!"  every thin;^,  trees,  stum[)sand  brush,  exceptin;L;  one  lar^e 
])iue  tree  which  stood  ue.arly  in  tlie  centre,  and  Inid  been  burned  on  one  side 
Several  inches  deep,  but  the  scar  had  bjcn  riearh'  co\'ereil  by  the  <;rowinLi' 
bark.  That  tree  was  nearly  three-feet  in  diameter.  ( rrass  was  t^rowin;^  (piite 
hixuriantl\- on  the  wliole  piece.  Tliis  tract  was  opp  )site  the  l)oat-landinj4  ()n 
the  west  side  of  the  outlet,  where  the  ])oat-land'n<^  l)rid,i^e  now  cro-ses.  My 
_i^randlather  found  the  stumps  of  main'  oak  trees  (in  the  wjods  adjoinimj^  the 
cleared  tract)  which  he  judged  had  been  cut  from  fift\'  to  sixt\- years.  Tiie^e 
trees  had  been  cut  witli  an  axe,  and  the  limbs  and  sncli  portions  of  the  b  >  l- 
ies  as  ha  l  not  been  use.l  were  all  decayed.  The  spiles  were  found  in  the 
outlet  a  short  distance  b.jlow  this  j^oint.  Mv  father,  Alexander  T.  Preiider- 
ii^ast,  distinctly  remembers  this  cleared  tract  (and  the  lar^e  piiu-  spc^ken  of) 
havinj;  ot'ten  \'isited  it  l)efore  any  of  the  snrronndiii'^  forest  was  cut  away. 
Wishin*;  \  ou  success,  believe  me.  Yours  sincerely, 

Ja.mk.s  PrKX^HRGAST/' 
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The  aj)pareiit  anti(inity  of  sonic  of  tlicse  evidences  of  tlie  presence  and 
labors  of  wliitc  men  before  tlie  settlement  of  the  count)'  wonld  indicate  that 
they  were  the  work  of  tlie  French  })rior  to  17S2,  althoui^li  it  is  (piite  likely 
that  to  sonic  extent  they  may  have  been  the  work  of  the  lirilisii  that  year. 

No  other  event  of  im])ortance  occnrred  in  this  re,i;ion  dnrin}^  tlie  war  of 
the  Revolution,  after  this  expedition  over  Chantaiupia  lake. 


CriAI'Tl'R  XII. 
soruci-.s  oi-  'rri'i.i:. 

TllK  disasters  that  attended  the  celebrated  exjK-dition  of  (General  Ilarmer 
a.t^ainst  the  Indians  in  1790  enconra<^ed  them  to  renewed  acts  of  hos- 
tility ;  and  in  the  sj)rin«;  of  1791,  the  settlements  alon^;  the  Alle<.;anv 
river  above  Pittsbiiri^h  were  re])eatedly  visited  by  them,  and  women  and 
children  often  massacred  ;  e\'en  northwestern  Pennsyhania  snlTeied  from 
their  excnrsions.  The  defeat  of  St.  Clair  by  the  Indians  in  Xovember,  1791, 
rendered  them  still  more  bold  and  ferocious  ;  and  for  a  \  ear  thereafter  j;reat 
alarm  extended  a]on<^  the  frontiers  ;  and  not  until  the  snccessfnl  termination 
of  \Va\  nc\s  exjK'dition  into  the  Indian  countrs',  were  the  frontier  settlements 
entirely  freed  from  danj^er  of  Indian  hostilit)'. t  August  20tli,  1 794,  ( icneral 
Wa\  ne  completely  defeated  the  Indians  in  a  <^encral  battle  on  the  Manmee 
river.  This  decisive  victory  ]>nt  an  end  to  their  jiower  for.  harm  to  the 
})order  settlers.  By  a  tieaty  made  at  (ireeiiville  with  the  dilTerent  tribes  of 
Western  Indians,  Jnly  30lh,  1795,  the  (greater  jxirt  of  Ohio  was  ceded  to  the 
Ignited  States,  a  ]ou^  jieriod  of  bord^T  war  ended,  and  peace  was  for  the  first 
time  established  in  these  Western  wilds  which  had  never  known  any  other 
condition  than  that  of  continned  sa\'a<;e  and  relentless  strife. 

Chantanqna  county,  before  this  treaty,  had  been  a  deej:)  solitude,  far  dis- 
tant from  the  most  ad\anced  outposts  of  ])crniaiient  settlement ;  \*et  often 
the  sec  ic  of  warlike  demonstrations.  Fleets  filled  with  armed  and  veteran 
Frenchmen  had  passed  alon<;  its  shores  ;  Beaujeaii,  the  <;alL'  nt  F^'renchman, 
who  lead  the  handful  of  his  countrymen  that  defeated  Hraddock  ;  vSt.  Pierre, 
La  Force,  and  Joncaire — names  that  have  become  celebrated  in  the  history 
of  the  French  occupation  in  America,  were  once  familiar  with  this  county  ; 
and  the  war-path  of  veritable  savage  warriors  armed  with  tomahawk  and 
scalping-knife  may  have  led  through  its  forests. 

*For  a  full  account  of  the  expedition,  of  the  Kin^s^th  regiment,  an'l  of  the  Imrninj?  of  Hannastown  see  paper 
read  before  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science  l»y  the  writer. 

tDuring  this  war  one  of  Col.  James  McMahan's  chain  bearers  was  shot  and  scalped  by  the  In<lians  while 
he  was  surveying  the  public  lnn<I  in  Warren  county,  Pft.,  near  the  Mrokcn-Straw, 
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The  peace  made  at  (  ireenville  was  loii<j  and  faithfully  observed.    It  <(ave 
periiKuienl  security  to  the  frontiers  of  Ohio,  and  made  all  the  countr\'  east- 
ward safe  for  settlement.    Xow  the  beautiful  and  fertile  reiLi^ions  that  extend 
far  northwest  of  tlie  ()hio,  be<L^an  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the 
east.    The  restless  enterprisint^^  spirit,  that  so  eminently  distinj^uishes  the 
American  people,  was  for  the  hrst  time  i^nx-atly  stirred  by  bright  visions  of 
homes  and  fortunes  to  be  achie\ed  in  the  "  I'ar  West."     Pioneers  of  settle- 
ment awaited  only  tlie  extinctioji  of  Indian  claims,  the  settlement  of  land 
titles,  and  adjustment  of  boundary  lines,  to  lead  a  <^reat  arm\'  of  emigrants 
into  the  noithwest,  and  in  less  than  a  hundred  years,  to  fdl  it  with  20,000- 
000  of  inhabitants,  and  to  found  one  of  the  i^reat  cities  of  the  world  in  its 
ver\-  heart.     Chicago  at  the  be^innin^- of  the  .present  century  did  not  contain 
a  single  inhabitant.     In  the  recollection  of  some  now  li\'iu|L;',  the  site  of  that 
city  was  in  the  midst  of  a  re*^ion  harassed  b)'  border  wars;  e\en  the  scene  of 
a  frii^hlful  Indian  massacre.     Where  sixty  \'ears  a^^o  was  scarcel\  100  inhab- 
itants, there  are  now  i ,( k x >,( )o()  people  ;  the  ]^]ace  where  the  ainii\'ersary  of  a 
contiiient  has  been  held,  and  the  in(lustr\-  and  ])ro^ress  of  the  ai;e  displayed 
on  a  scale  st>  mai;nificent  as  to  dwarf  the  ])ast  ex])ositions  of  the  threat  cities 
of  the  Old  \\^>rld.     'I'liis  American  city  is  of  itself  the  <;reatest  exposition  of 
])ri\ate  eiier^A  and  enterprise  that  the  world  has  e\'er  known. 

Trej 'a!ator\'  to  tlie  occupation  of  the  new  lands  of  the  West,  and  (|uickl\' 
followiuL^  the  treat)-  of  ( ireenx  ille,  sales  of  lands  in  ( )hio.  New  York  and 
Penirs\  K  auia  were  made  on  a  lai-^^e  scale.  We  may  trace  the  title  of  tracls 
as  extensi\  e  as  .some  of  the  kin^donrs  of  ICurope  throui^h  pri\'ate  C(»m])auies, 
sometimes  through  indixiduals,  until  the  subdivided  lands  reach  the  actual 
settler.  It  is  intcrestiui;"  to  know  the  tenure  by  v/hich  the  ])eople  of  this 
countr\-  thr<Mi-h  its  inst  settlers  hold  the  soil.  To  ])ro])erly  understand  it  it 
is  necessary  to  tiace  the  rii^ht  of  ow  nership  from  its  orii^inal  source. 

h'rench  ei!tcipri>e  outstripped  the  luij^lish  in  exploring;  au<l  in  efRctinj^- 
a  ]>ermanent  settlement  of  this  continent  ])arlicularl\'  in  the  \'alle\'  of  the 
Mississippi.  We  lia\e  referred  to  the  persexerance  of  the  iM-euch  during- 
nearly  300  year.>  in  ex])loi  in;^,  settling,  and  reclaiminj^-  tlie  west.  (  )nr  read- 
ini;  of  lui^lisli  history  and  our  .\n!L;lo-Saxon  |:)rejudices  ha\-e  no  doubt  led  us 
in  some-  me;isure  to  o\  erlook  the  caiterprise,  the  patience,  and  courai^ie  of  the 
French  in  prosecuting^  their  discoveries  in  the  very  heart  of  this  western  con- 
tinent, the  <^reater  part  of  which  was  still  ifnsettled  within  the  niemor\'  of 
people  now  li\  inj^.  P»efore  the  middle  of  the  last  century  there  were  about 
i,i(K>,(X)o  inhabitants  in  the  ICuj^lish  colonies.  These  had  not  advanced  into 
the  wilderness,  but  extended  alon,<^  the  coast  from  I'lorida  to  Xewfoundland. 
The  Phench  had  then  settled  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  i,oor)  miles  or 
more  from  the  ocean  S,o(x>  ])ersons  excludin<^  Indians.  In  pursuance  of  the 
advice  jL^ix-en  them  by  La  vSalle  three-fourtlis  of  a  century  before,  to  un.ite  their 
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possessions  in  Canada  witli  tliosc  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississip])i  l)y  a  line  of 
forts,  tlie  French  had  established  more  than  60  military  ])osts,  Ix-sides  many 
missionary  aj^encies.  The  French  and  Indian  War  that  occnrred  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  last  centnry  arose  direcily  ont  of  the  contention  between  l^m^land 
and  I'rance  in  re.!:;ard  to  the  bonndary  line  between  their  respective  territories 
in  America.  The  ICn,L;lish  based  their  claim  \\\nm  the  discoveries  made  by 
the  Cabots.  The  French  denied  that  the  mere  discu\-ery  of  and  sailing;  aloni^ 
the  coast  of  America,  <;ave  the  Ivni^lish  the  rii^lit  to  all  this  va^t  continent 
e\en  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  when  they  knew  nothIn,i;  of  its  interior. 
The  iMcnch  claime«l  that  the  discoveries  and  settlements,  ma'le  1>y  their  mis- 
sionaries and  ])io?ieers  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  achie\'ed  nnder 
difiicnlties  and  hardships  alnu'st  incredible,  ;^a\-e  tliem  the  snju  rior  ri^^ht  to 
])ossession.  It  wonhl  seem,  I  think,  to  the  impartial  mind  in  tiie  li;-;ht  of 
modern  ideas  of  the  ri,!^dits  of  nations,  that  the  ac^tnal  occnpation  by  the 
French  did  sustain  the  better  claim. 

ySo  far  as  this  question  of  dominion  relates  to  Chantanqna  lake  and  the 
outlyin^^  rej^ions,  there  is  the  stron^^est  reason  for  believing;  that  it  ri,i;htfnlly 
belon,L!:ed  to  the  iM'cnch,  subject  to  the  superior  claims  of  the  Indians;  for  La 
Salle,  who  was  its  undoubted  discoverer  about  16S1  or  16X2,  ^ave  the  hrst 
knowled:L;e  of  its  existence  to  iMiropeans.  Celoron  in  1749  with  an  armed 
force  vo\  a,i^ed  over  its  waters,  takinq;  possession  of  the  adjacent  C(nintry  in 
the  name  of  France  in  a  most  formal  manner,  and  IVan  in  1753  constructed 
a  road  from  Lake  Krie  to  its  head  waters  in  order  to  appropriate  the  lake  to 
the  military  and  commercial  uses  of  the  French,  all  of  which  occurred  before 
the  Ivn<;lish  had  ever  i)cnetrated  into  this  reunion.  The  validity  of  the  French 
claim  to  the  re<;ion  which  includes  Chautauqua  county  and  the  j^reater  part 
of  the  west  however  is  now  only  a  sidjject  of  interestini;  speculation  and  of 
no  practical  importance,  for  the  disasters  that  ])efel  the  I'rench — the  fall  of 
Quebec  and  the  loss  of  all  Canada  and  of  the  <;reater  part  of  their  i)ossessions 
in  America  as  the  result  of  the  French  and  Indian  war,  compelled  the  treaty 
of  peace,  sii^ned  in  1763  by  the  French  and  Enj^lish  at  Paris,  by  which  PVance 
ceded  to  Great  P>ritain  all  her  northern  settlements  in  America.  This  treaty 
disposed  forever  of  the  claims  that  P'rance  miji^ht  otherwise  have  asserted  to 
the  rej^ion  included  within  the  limits  of  Chautauqua  county.  So  that  the 
ri<;ht  of  P^ni^land  to  this  part  of  the  continent  based  upon  the  discoveries 
made  by  the  Cabots,  is  the  source  from  whence  the  people  of  this  county  ulti- 
mately derive  their  title  to  the  soil. 

The  boundaries  of  i^rants  of  lands  in  America  that  had  been  made  by  the 
kin;j^s  of  P^n^^land  at  difierent  times  to  their  subjects  were  often  so  indefinite 
as  to  lead  to  much  dispute  between  the  colonies  before,  and  the  states  after, 
the  Revolution.  James  I  of  Pjij^land,  Xov.  3,  1620,  by  letters  i)atent  ^^M'anted 
to  the  Plymouth  Company  all  that  part  of  America  lyinj;^  Ixaween  the  40** 
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of  nortli  latitiulc,  or  alxmi  the  latitude  of  Pliiladclpliia,  and  tlie  48^  north 
latitude,  or  tliat  of  Xewfouudland,  aud  extending-  west  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
cxceptinii;  such  lands  as  were  possessed  by  other  Christian  princes  or  states. 
In  162S  [lie  ]M\nioulh  c(ini|)any  con\'eyed  to  vSir  IIenr\'  Rosewell  and  others 
all  that  part  of  Xew  lva:L,dand  hiw^  between  tlie  Merrimac  river  and  a  river 
eniptyini;-  into  the  .Massachusetts  13a)-,  and  extending-  west  to  the  Pacific 
ocean.  In  1639  Charles  I  irranted  tlie  Massachusetts  cliarter  which  co\'ered  tlie 
lauds  con\e\  ed  to  the  i'lynioutli  Company,  the  south  boundary  of  which  was 
afterwards  found  to  be  in  latitude  42''  2^  the  s.'inie  as  the  north  boundar\-  of 
Connecticut,  a  line  of  latitude  2'  north  ot  the  l.)oundar\'  line  between  Xew 
^'ork  aud  Peuus\  l\'auia.  This  ^i^raut  (.-xceptc/d  laud.s  "] Possessed  <»r  iidiabited 
by  any  other  C!iri>tian  ]»riuee  or  state/' 

In  !0;!  ilie'tPlyui' »uth  Couipau\-  ton\-e\fd  to  Lord  Sa\-  and  vS(.;d  aud 
others  all  that  ]'ait  <'f  Xew  hhiLdaud  which  now  substantially  constitutes 
Connecticut,  aud  all  t'le  lauds  exteudiui;  westward  in  that  latitude  to  the 
]*acillc  <*ei-an.  I^iu..L;  CharK.^  II  L';ranted  a  charter  iucor])(»ratin'^-  the  coIoun' 
ot  Couui.  ct  icut,  which  inclu«ied  the  la^t  mentioned  laud  which  was  l)()uudjd 
e.ist  1)}'  the  Xarra'^ausett  ba\-,  north  b\  the  Massachusetts  Plantation,  south 
])y  ;i  line  which  was  c<»uclu<led  to  be  in  latitiule  41  aud  all  the  lands  \s'est  to 
the  Pa.ciiic  ocean.  This  t;raut  did  not  except  any  p;irt  ''actually  ])ossessed 
])y  au_\'  C!p.isti:ni  ])i-iuce  or  state."  The  l'hi,i;lish  at  that  time  e\'identl\'  did 
not  ackuKwlvdL^e  the  ri<;ht  of  the  Dutch  who  then  held  the  Hudson  ri\-er 
countrw 

In  10S4  tlie  Massachusetts  charter  of  1 629  was  adjndi^ed  void  b\' the  rii_!L:^h 
C<»urt  of  Chancery  of  luiL^land.  In  1691  a  new  charter  incorporated  the 
Xew  Ivn^laiul  colonies  and  Xo\'a  Scotia  into  the  ]3ro\-ince  of  Massachusetts 
P»ay.  Its  bouudarv  was  described  as  e.xtendin;^  westward  from  the  Atlantic 
ocean  "  a^  fa!- as  (>ni- colonies  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  the  Xarra- 
<j,ansett  c* >uutry." 

In  I  Xe\\-  Vi>rk  was  settled  1)\-  the  Dutch.  In  i^2i  Holland  "granted 
to  the  Dutch.  West  Iralia.  Couipauiy  territory-  on  both  sides  (jf  the  Hudson. 
Tile  IxMiudaries  were  not  d.enuitel)-  defmed.  In  ibb|  Charles  II  dein-inj^- the 
ri^h.t  of  I  lol'iaud  to  an\-  ]X)rtion  of  the  country,  iL;rantcd  to  his  brother  the 
duke  of  \'ork  aud  Albany  certain  lands  in  Xew  ICu.::'land,  cdso  the  ri\er 
'' c<ille<l  Hudson  ri\-er,"  aud  all  of  the  land  exteiidiiu'L!:  from  the  west  side  of 
Connecticut  ri\er  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  l)a)-.  It  \\-as  intended  by  this 
charter  to  c<>u\c\-  t(»  the  duke  all  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Dutch.  The 
Duke  of  \'ork  the  sauae  \ear  convex'ed  of  this  land  what  now  lorms  Xew 
Jersex-  to  Lo!(l  P.erkele\-  and  Sir  (leor^^'e  C^irtaret.  Col.  Rich.ard  .\icholas  in 
August  loot  .,ppcare<l  betore  Xcw  N'oik,  then  cadled  Xew  Amsterdam,  to 
take  ! 'o-^s^ssioii  in  tlu-  name  of  tlK-  k\n<^.  As  the  lort  was  in  no  condition 
for  defence,  old  Pett  r  Stu \- \-e-an t,  the  rnor,  reluctanth'  surrendered  to 
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the  IviiL^li^li,  and  Xew  York  ])ccaniL'  thereai'ter  an  ICn,i;lisli  ])n)vincc.  The 
l)onn(laric'S  of  Xcw  York  under  tlie  cliarler  were  wry  indefinite.  Us  U-rri- 
tory  extended  north  to  Canadri  and  west  at  least  to  tlie  Delaware  river.  The 
Dntcii  seemed  io  have  claimed  territory'  to  the  northwest  as  far  as  the  lakes 
and  tlie  St.  I^awrence. 

\  irtne  of  these  various  i^rants  and  con  veyancs  relatiuu;  to  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  tlmse  colonies  claimed  at  first  all  tlie  lands  extending- 
we>t  of  th.e  1)oundaries  allotted  to  them  to  the  Pacific  ••cean,  excepting;  how- 
ever the  territory  <^ranled  to  the  duke  ni  \'ork  and  Aihain'.  As  the  count)' 
of  Chantau'iua  lies  |>art\'  nortli  and  ]>artly  soulh  of  the  . j.:*  of  latitude, 
he^ide-  l)rin<^  within  thr  limits  claimed  hy  the  I)nl';h,  it  \\a>;Mir;\  wilhin 
the  t(n  it' >;  y  el.iiined  Ma.-^achu-ctts,  and  |»artiy  within  tlii'l  i  ;  iinie<l  l>\- 
Conneeticut.  The  clai:n  of  tlie  foi  nier  .^t:ite  inclu<kd  oi  tlie  eo:;ut\-,  e\ce|>t 
a  narrow  >tri])  of  land  about  two  miles  in  width  (.'Xlendin;;  a;on_!L;"  it>  southern 
l)or<ler,  the  ri!jlit  to  which  w.is  asseited  h\'  Connecticut. 

Tile  colony  ol  Penney l\-ania  lor  nea.rh'  a  c''ntury  al-o  claimed  a  1  n'L;e 
I'ortion  of  Xew  York  to  he  within  its  limits  includin;^  t'le  tciritor\  of  Ciiau- 
t;ui''|ua  couiitv.  Tliis  cl.iini  was  leased  ui^'U  an  a] /] )'.r<.'nt  ainhiLMiity  in  tlie 
< i'-.-cri|)tion  of  the  houiuLiries  of  tlu  |'ro\-iuee  ol"  I \  un-y l\-ania  in  tlu-  ori'^inal 
ch.'irter  to  William  IVnn  granted  March  4,  iC)Si.  'i'he  charter  described  the 
ea^t'-rn  l)oundai y  of  renns)-lvania  as  "  the  Oelawari'  ri\  cr  as  fa.r  northward 
as  the  'three  and  fortieth  de^^ree  of  northern  latitu^le  '  ami  if  the  Delaware 
ri\-er  did  not  extend  so  far  northward,  then  a  meri<lian  line  extendiuL;" 
fntm  the  head  of  the  ri\-er  to 'said  three  and  lorticth  (K-Lirt e.' "  'i'he  charter 
further  stat(.-d  "the  said  lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north  b\-  the  bei^inniiu^ 
of  the  three  and  fortieth  de,L;ree."  IVnusyl vania  claimed  that  the  charter 
made  the  fort\  -t]iird  jtar.dlel  of  north  latitude  the  north  line  of  rennsyK  ania. 
This  claim  would  have  included  within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  all  of  the 
state  of  Xew  York  as  far  east  as  the  Delaware  ri\'er,  and  so  far  north  a^  to 
include  Ihiffalo  and  nearl\-  a  score  of  its  westeiai  countie>.  vSoit  would  seem 
that  between  the  claims  made  b\-  their  pious  Puritan  and  (jnaker  neighbors, 
oiir  Knickerbocker  pro^L^enitors  were  threatened  witli  the  l<»ss  of  m  arly  all 
their  territories  but  the  valley  of  the  Hudson,  tlie  land  of  Ki])  \"an  Winkle. 
.\ew  York,  however,  stron,i;ly  maintained  that  the  north  boundary  was  at  the 
be.i^M'nnint^-  of  the  hjrty-third  de,L;ree,  ])\'  which  it  was  claimed  that  it  was 
meant  the  fort\'-sccond  parallel  of  north  Latitude.  It  was  not  until  iK'arl\-  a 
century  had  elapsed  after  the  cliarter  was  ,iL;ranted  to  Pennsylx aula,  betbie 
that  ]>ro\ince  abandoned  her  claim  to  the  territory  north  of  the  fort\-second 
I'arailel. 

The  I'hi^lish,  wh(»  succeeded  the  Dutch,  not  onl\-  .claimed  for  Xew  \'ork 
the  territory  within  its  present  limits,  1)iit  asserted  the  ri;;ht  to  lands  extend- 
in.i;  far  into  the  West  basin<;;  it  upon  the  charter  <^n'anted  to  the  (hike  of  York  ; 
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to  tlie  claims  made  by  the  Dutcli  ;  and  also  upon  ackno\vled<;cment.s  of  title 
by  tlie  vSix  Nations.  Other  states  made  extensive  claims  to  lands  in  the 
\W->t.  \'irL;inia  and  the  Carolinas  asserted  the  ri^^ht  under  their  charters  to 
territory  \vest\var(l  to  tlie  Pacific.  Georj^ia  to  the  Mississippi.  These  claims 
to  western  laiid.s  created  jealousy  that  tjireatened  i^reat  injury  to  the  confeder- 
ation. The  slates  ha\  in;^  no  special  western  claims  maintained  that  the  vast 
tmset tied  tei  rituries  in  the  heart  of  the  continent  were  wrested  from  tlie  Ivnt^lish 
1)y  the  joint  efforts  of  all  the  states  and  should  be  the  joint  property  of  all. 
New  \'ork  took  tlie  first  ste])  reco'^nizin;^-  the  justice  of  this  \-iew.  To  remo\'e 
these  difficulties  in  the  wa\'  of  harmon\-  she  executed  a  deed  March  i,  i^Ji, 
to  the  riiited  States  of  all  her  te  rritory  west  of  a  meridian  line  drawn  throu^L^h 
tlie  WLstc-ni  extremity  of  Lake  ( )ntario.  'The  otlier  states  making-  claims  to 
western  lands  followed.  Massachusetts  in  1 executed  a  djed  of  cession 
to  tile  United  .States  of  all  her  territories  west  of  the  western  boundary  of 
New  York.  Connecticut  offered  to  cede  to  the  United  States  all  of  her  terri- 
tory west  of  reiinsyh-ania  reser\-in^;  a  tract  south  of  Lake  l^rieaiid  adjoinin^..;^ 
Pennsx  lwinia,  known  as  tlie  Connecticut  Reser\  e.  It  consisted  of  3,(X)0,ooo 
acres  in  the  northeast  part  of  Ohio.  Not with.standin*:;"  this  reservation  the 
cession  was  accepted  b\-  Conj^ress.  It  will  be  obserx'cd  liowe\-er  that  neither 
i\Lassachusetts  or  Connecticut  b\'  their  deeds  of  cession  conveyed  any  terri- 
tories within  the  limits  of  New  York  and  both  continued  to  assert  their  title 
to  the  lands  in  that  state.  ^Lissachusetts,  under  her  paper  title,  the  Pl\'- 
mouth  Charter,  claimed  neail\-  20,000  scjuare  miles  of  lands  exteiidin;^  west 
betwec-n  the  parallels  latitude  that  form  her  northern  and  southern  bounds 
in  the  Western  part  of  the  state.  , 

'i'he  contnn er.s)'  was  amicabl)'  settled  by  six  connnissioners  a]>])ointed  by 
New  \'ork  audi  four  ap])ointed  b\'  Massachusetts,  who  met  at  Hartford,  Dec- 
ember i(\  17.^^),  a  short  time  after  the  lirst  90  miles  of  the  northern  boundar\' 
of  New  \'ork  had  been  sur\e\  ed.  New  York  ^^ranted  to  Ahissachusetts  the 
ri^^ht  of  preem]>ti<_>n  of  the  soil  from  the  Indians  of  230,400  acres  of  land  lyinji^ 
between  the  Chenan_L;(.»  and  Owe;j;o  rivers,  and  also  all  the  land  in  the  state 
west  of  a  nieriilian  lin.e  runniu!:;  due  north  from  a  point  in  the  south  bound- 
ar\'  of  New  York,  miles  we>t  fiV)ni  the  northeast  corner  (jf  Pennsyl\-ania 
(partly  t]iroui;h  Seneca  Lake  and  Sodns  Hay  on  Lake  Ontario)  to  the  bound- 
ar\'  line  between  the  United  vStates  and  Canada.  New  York  however 
re^erx'ed  a  strip  a  mile  wide  exteiidiniL^  alon*^  the  east  side  of  the  Niaj^ara 
ri\-er  fr«.m  Lake  (  )ntario  to  Lake  Pirie.  Massachusetts  ceded  to  New  York' 
all  ekiinis  to  the  L;-overiiment,  sovereii^nit)',  jurisdiction  and  ri,i;ht  of  preemp- 
tion to  all  othrr  kinds  in  New  York. 
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PI'.XXvSVIA'AXIA  liavin.L;  lacillx-  \  ic-l(k'(l  \\vv  claim  to  U'liilorv  iioitli 
(»r  tlic  f( dty-sccond  ]»arallcl  of  latitude,  tlic  t\v< »  pr.)\-iiiccs  api>ointc'(l 
coinin issioinTs  to  a-'Cerlain  wIr-ix*  tlic  f* trl y-sccond  ]>aralKl  ol  north 
latitude  iutersccicd  the  I  )«.'la\varc  riwr,  .and  to  ])rocct(l  westward  as  lai  asthe 
season  would  admit  alon,^'  the  line  of  said  paiallel.  Captain  Holland,  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Ihitish  arm\-  who  was  sur\'eyor  <;eneral  of  lands  in  the  northern 
districl  of  America,  was  chosen  commissioner  for  Xew  V(jrk.  Dr.  I)a\-id 
Ritlenhonse,  one  of  the  ablest  astronomers  and  mathematicians  of  his  time 
Avas  chosen  commissioner  for  Pennsylvania.  They  at  once  commenced  tlie 
work,  and,  in  I^cccnd)er,  1774,  creeled  a  stone  monument  on  the  forty-second 
parallel  of  latitude  on  a  small  island  in  the  Delaware  ri\-er  nearllale's  Ivddy, 
ns  the  northeast  corner  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Revolution  soon  after  com- 
menced and  the  work  was  postj~>oiicd.  In  17.S6  the  survey  was  resumed  and 
prosecuted  as  far  as  the  west  side  of  the  south  branch  of  Tioi^a  ri\  er  to  the 
9()th  milestone.  Dr.  Rittenhouse,  Andrew  l^llicott,  James  Clark  and  vSimou 
De  Witt  were  the  commissioners.  In  17.S7  Andrew  IClIieott  and  Andrew 
Porter  ac^ed  as  commissioners  for  Pennsylvania  and  Abraham  llardenl)ur«^ 
and  William  W.  ^lorris  for  Xew  York.  The  survey  was  continued  from  the 
9r)th  milestone  to  Lake  Ivric  and  marked  with  milestones,  or  posts  surrounded 
by  mounds  of  earth  where  stones  could  not  be  procured.  The  corre(::tions  of 
the  line  were  determined  at  points  by  astronomical  observations  and  stones 
erecSled  and  numbered  as  latitude  stones. 

.  The  ])ortion  of  the  line  that  bounds  Chautaufpia  county  on  the  south  was 
run  during;  Auo;ust  and  September  17^7.  P^rom  the  Tuna  valle\-  in  Catta- 
rau<;ns  county  near  Bradford,  when  the  7th  latitude  stone  had  been  erected, 
the  commissioners  run  west  to  the  banks  of  Kiantone  creek,  in  Kiantone, 
Chautaucpia  county,  where  they  arrived  Au.i^-ust  25,  i7<*^7.  Here,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Kyenthono,"  a  small  Indian  \  illa,i;e  situate  01.  the  same  creek, 
in  Kiantone  the)-  fixed  their  observatory,  and  remained  15  days  makin<; 
astn)nomical  observations  and  computations  to  determine  their  latitude  and 
lon,i,dtnde,  and  ])reparin^r  an  8th  latitude  st<jne  to  mark  the  latitude  and  dis- 
tance at  this  i)oint  from  the  be.i^innin,!^  of  the  boundary  line  at  the  Delaware 
river.  They  found  that  from  the  7th  latitude  stone  they  had  run  2,156  feet 
too  far  north.    They  measured  off  this  distance  to  the  south,  and  set  the  Stli 
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latitude  stone  .upon  a  blulT  suutlieast  of  the  creek  9,600  feet  west  of  tlie  Coii- 
ewaiii^o  ri\er  where  it  still  stands.  The  village  of  Kyentliono  was  on  the 
farm  of  Alexander  T.  rrcnderi^ast.  While  at  K\  enthono,  Messrs.  Hllicott  and 
Porter  made  a  report  to  the  Peinisylvania  Council,  dating-  it  Observatory  on 
the  west  side  of  Conewan^o,  Au<^ni>t  29,  I7«*^7/'  This  report  is  the  first  writ- 
ten conimuniealion  oi  wliioh  we  ha\'e  knowledge  addressed  from  Chautau(|ua 
e<)nnt\. 

(rentlemcn:  We  now  take  the  earliest  opportnnit\-  we,  have  had  <»f 
actjuaintiuL;  yon  witii  the  ])r<»^ress  we  hiu'e  made  in  the  hnsinos  which  \-,on 
lia.\e  'ntrn>te<l  to  u--.  We  arri\'ed  at  tlie  Cawwani.-^krL-  l'"lats(»n  tlie  i  illi  (hi\- of 
June,  where  the  »th  mile>1one  wa>  set  up  last  .season.  The  vSns(pu-h:ninah 
was  r(.-!nai  l.'ahly  l<»v.',  w'nieli  prev  ented  our  l)«);i',s  makini;  the  necc  >-:n  \'  expe- 
dition. I'h'oni  llic  vyotli  !!ii]Lsl(tiie  v>'e  sent  on. r  in>trnments  up  the  Thye>a 
(now  called  Co\v.ule^<pM  ri\-er)  in  eaiioes  ;d)<>nt  10  niile.^  to  I"'J.l:lan<l,  I'a.;  our 
water-cai  ri;t;j,e  then  failed,  and  we  liad  recnnr>e  to  our  |  ack-h<  >r.-c.s,  hut  the 
rm^^v(liK'>s  o'  lhe  c<«nnt!'\-  al  Lli'-  laa^l-  ol  ihe  .Snsip.u  hannai!,  (  KMK'Seeo  and 
Alk  ';anv  i"iver>,  .s,,;>ii  kilie'!  and  r^-n<lci\d  n>ek-.-v-<  ahoni  Iwo  tiiiids  of  llu  ni, 
])\]{  lorMmalel)'  for  our  hnsiiie-^s  when  ll'.e  hoi'srs  failc'l  we  lound  onrs«.  ]\-es 
on  small  hranch  »)f  the  .\lKi:an\'  riw  r  ;  ni-ce>.sit\'  ih.  n  poinlrd  out  the  pro- 
])!iety  of  ir-in-;-  w.ile!'-cai'r\a;(.'  as  much  as  ]>o.-.sil)lv  ;  v/e  inmu  (lialel\-  Net 
ahoat  ni  iLi'iL;  canoes,  and  the  spirited  exertions  of  our  men,  with  no 
oth.er  imp;c!n^-nts  than  three  fallim^'  axes,  two  or  three  tomah.awks,  and  a 
chisel  one  and  one  half  inch  wide,  we  had  conrpleted  in  six  days  for  the  use 
of  onr  l\-nns\  IxMiiia  ]>art\-  li\  e  c-xcellent  canoes,  two  of  which  are  l)etween 
f(»rt)'  and  fi!t\'  fee  t  in  k  iiL^th.  These  canoes  with  onr  stores,  instruments  and 
ba,^4!ui'aj4e,  we  hauled  ten  miles  down  a  shallow  stream  to  the  main  Alle,L;an\' 
river.  Onr  prou^ress  now  bc'^an  to  appear  less  difhcnlt,  and  we  prepared  to 
pr()ceed  down  the  ri\er  to  a  proper  place  for  correcting  the  nnidom  line  by 
astronomical  obsL-r\ati(»n,  but  the  da\-  ])recedin,!^  onr  intended  movement  we 
Were  t)rdereil  b\-  the  Indians  to  discontinue  the  line  'till  after  a  treat)-  should 
be  held.  We  met  them  at  the  time  and  place  ai>}K)inted,  ex'plained  the  nature 
and  ])ropriet\-  of  tlie  business  we  were  about,  and  were  fniall\-  permitted  to 
proec-ed.  We  lui\  e,  notw  ithstandim^^  these  difficulties,  completed  th.e  line  to 
the  i(>7  milest( -lie  from  the  Delaware,  and  expect  to  ha\e  miles  more 
finished  in  a  kw  da\  s,  and  the  fullest  expectation  of  finishing;  the  business 
tins  season  in  i;ood  time,  if  not  impeded  b\-  some  uncommon  dilficnlt)'  or 
accident. 

Jtidi^e  ]\.  T.  I'oote,  in  a  communication  to  the  Re<^ents  of  the  rniversity 
about  !'^7^),  sa\  s.  tiiat  from  Isaiah  Jones  and  other  ])ioneer  settlers  of 

Warren  con.nty  lie  deri\-ed  the-e  fLicts  : 

Andrew  bUlicott,  !•>(}.,  one  of  the  boundary  commissioneis,  laid  out  tlie 
jU'escnt  be;iutiful  town  of  Warren  on  west  (north)  shore  of  the  Allej^^any 
riwr,  at  tlie  moutl!  of  the  Conewan^o  river  about  ten  miles  from  the  state 
line,  an<l  ;d)out  fifteen  miles  from  vSeneca  Chief  Cornplanter\s  residence. 
Tliis  was  about  ei^ht  \ears  after  the  state  line  had  been  sur\'eyed.  Mr. 
b-llicoit  and  his  assistants  related  to  the-  ])ioneer  settlers  many  incidents  rela- 
ti\-e  to  makin;^-  the  st;ite-line  sur\c\-  and  the  erection  of  the  195th  milestone 
and  other  nioitunicnt^  in   i7.'^7.     'fhe  commissioners  were  detained  at  the 
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K)cati(Mi  of  tliat  stone  in  Aiii^ust,  i  o\'cr  one  week  hy  clond)-  and  rainv 
weatlier,  l)efoie  t]ie\'  conld  make  astrononiieal  o1)ser\  ations,  dnrin^i;-  whieli 
tliey  ])ie|Kired  tlie  nionnniental  stone,  more  ekil)orately  enj^raved  than  any 
otlier  on  the  line  for  a  lon<^  distance. 

It  a]>]K\'ired  from  their  statement  tliat  wliile  tlie  Seneca  cliief  Corn- 
]>lanter,  who  resick-d  on  tlie  west  shore  of  the  Al]e;^an\'  ri\-er  near  the  state 
line,  was  friendly  and  i)eacefully  dis])()sed  to  I  he  snrve\'<>rs,  \  et  man\-  of  his 
yonni;-  warriors  evidently  had  stn»n<;  s\  in])athy  witli  the  western  trihe^,  and 
boldl)- ohjected  to  the  snr\-e\-  as  an  intrnsion  on  tlu  ir  lands.  Tiny  wonld 
not  I'crniit  the  commissioners  to  i)roceed,  and  demrnided  a  conncil  rclatix'c 
to  the  snrvey  ()n  their  lands.  They  assem])ied  ruid  tlie  conimis'^ionc  rs  met 
tliem.  Corn})lanter,  while  he  tenacionsiy  (daimedi  thai  the  hnid  belonged  to 
tlie  Indians,  faxored  the  ]ieacefnl  ohjcct  of  llie  commissioner.^  wiiich  was 
nierel)-  to  mar]>:  a  boundary  line  of  jnrisrliction  between  two  states  friendly 
to  them,  and  which  in  no  manner  chan,i;ed  the  title  to  tin.-  kuhK.  The 
Indian  warriors  dissented,  and  the  commissictners  became  c<»n\-inced 
they  conld  not  ]K  ic<.abiy  ]>roceed  without  obtaining:  tru-ir  assent,  and 
reported  to  .L;ivin:^  them  a  jMxscnt  of  rum,  whitdi  i^-d  to  a  ]'eaceful  ass<.'nt 
to  their  ])roct'edini|;  with  the  surwy.  The-  concurrence  of  the  Indians 
\\M^  not  oniy  ricix'ssary  to  protect  the  snr\'e\'iu'.;-  ]):irL's-  fi'om  danger,  but 
to  ]Mwent  the  destruction  of  the  line  monuments  b\  tlum.  The  ]>ro\-i- 
sions  the  conimissioners  bron.L;iit  with  them  were  mostix"  hard  biea<k  llour,  and 
salted  or  dried  meats.  Their  ajipctites  and  their  health  recpiired  fresh  ]>ro\  i- 
sions,  which  the  Indians  would  furnish  for  rum  when  they  woukl  not  for  silver. 
They  were  thus  able  to  obtain  from  the  Indians  fresh  venison  and  other  wild 
meats,  turkexs  and  other  wild  fowl,  fresh  Hsh,  hone\-,  screen  corn  and  beans. 
And  for  like  compensation  the  Indians  woidd  transport  hea\-\'  loads  of  ba;:;- 
<(aL;e  on  their  backs,  i^reatK'  relievin_L:;  the  surve\"ors,  as  their  pack-horses  had 
iai'led.'' 

Upon  a  m.ip  ])rotracted  b\'  Al)raham  I  lardenbnriL;!!,  one  <~)f  the  commission 
ers,  dated  October  29,  IJ^J,  the  boundary  line  is  delineated.  Chautaucpia 
lake  is  (piite  accnrateh'  mapped  ni)on  it,  althoui^h  no  traverse  of  the  lake  so 
far  as  known  had  at  that  time  been  made.  The  lake  is  there  siK  lled  Chatt- 
ank(pie.''  The  Cijuewan^c  is  spelled  Connowan^o.''  vStiilwater  creek  is 
written  the  ( Tawou,i;aedock branch  of  the  Couewan^o,  The  little  Hroken- 
vStraw.of  Harmony  is  written  as  the  Coshnoleai^o.''  The  (  )ld  r»)rta^e  Rodd 
is  mapped  as  runninjj^  upon  the  west  side  of  Chautauqua  creek  and  is  called 
"an  old  wa^s^on  road  made  the  iM-ench.''  The  Indian  town  KyentlK^io" 
is  clearh'  marked  as  situated  on  the  left  ])ank  of  Kiant(MH  creek  near  its 
mouth,  and  is  desi^^nated  "a  small  Indian  town  the  camp  of  the  sur\-e\ors 
is  distinctly  marked,  and  is  called  "  obser\'at()r\-,"  and  is  situated  abo\  e  and 
on  the  same  side  of  Kiantone  creek.  About  the  9th  of  Se])tembcr,  the  com- 
missioners left  Kiantone  and  continued  their  survey  westward.  About  the 
2ist  they  had  reached  the  French  creek  flats  about  three  miles  west  of  the 
southwest  corner  of  New  York.  They  reached  the  shore  of  Lake  lu'ie  about 
October  9th  and  completed  tiie  survey.    Considerin.i;  the  difficulties  that  the 
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coiiniiissioners  had  to  encounter  in  a  dense  and  extensi\  e  wilderness,  over  so 
rou^li  a  country  with  tlie  imperfect  instruments  of  that  day  and  hi  the  time 
allotted  them,  the  sur\-e\'  is  re:L;'arded  as  ])erfect  as  could  have  been  made.  It 
is  tlioui^ht,  liowevc-r,  that  the  too  active  interest  taken  in'  these  o])crations  by 
the  sons  of  the  forest  acted  as  an  incenti\'e  to  more  haste  than  was  eonduci\e 
to  accuracv  alon^;  se>me  portions  of  the  line. 

vSince  the  original  surve)',  several  exanrinations  (xf  that  portion  of  the  line 
that  1)ounds  Chautau(|ua  county  have  been  made.  l)eput\-  Surve\'(-)r  John 
Cochran,  1802,  by  direction  of  the  snr\-e)'or  i^eneral  of  Penns\  l  vania,  retraced 
the  line  l)et\veen  the  donation  lands  in  Penns\'l vania  and  Clymer  and  hh-ench 
Creek.  Hon.  ().  I).  Hinckley  of  Cl>'mer,  under  authorit>-  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Chautauqua,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Regents  of  Hie  Univer- 
sit)'  in  iSyo  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  boundary  line  ah)n^-  the  soulh  and 
west  lines  of  the  count\-  in  1870.  He  found  and  identified  b\'  means  of  wit- 
ness trees  a  numl)er  of  [)oints  fixed  by  the  Holland  Land  Com])any  in  179S, 
and  als()  the  Sth  latitude  stone  above  mentioned,  and  several  milestones 
which  were  placed  durini.;-  the  original  boundar)'  sur\-ey  and  rendered  wdu- 
able  aid  to  the  commissioners  appointed  b)'  the  Rei^eiits  in  their  Liter  exam- 
inations of  the  boundary  line. 

These  and  many  other  observations  made  alon«^-  other  parts  of  the  bound- 
ary line  j^^ave  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  monuments  markin*;^  the 
boundars'  were  lost,  and  that  j^reat  uncertainty  existed  resjK'Ctin<2^  the  location 
of  the  line  in  man\'  })laces.  Accordini;'!)'  the  Rej^eiits  of  the  Universit)',  l)y 
authority  of  the  le^^islature  of  New  Vork,  joiiith' with  commissioners  appoint- 
ed 1\\'  Penns)-l\'ania.  in  1S77  commenced  an  examination  as  to  the  location 
of  the  monuments  with  a  view  to  replacin<^  such  as  were  lost.  Dr.  Daniel  J. 
Pratt,  a  citizen  of  Chautauqua  county  and  for  many  years  principal  of  PVe- 
donia  Academy  and  assistant  secretary  of  the  P)oard  of  Rej^ents,  ])roved  to  be 
a  useful  olTicer  in  connection  with  the  commission.  The  ])art  of  the  line 
boundiiu^-  the  south  |)art  of  Chautaucpia  county  was  examined  duriuii^  the 
)'eariS7(j;  many  of  the  milestones  were  lost,  and  those  found  were  not  in 
line,  but  few  stood  upon  the  42nd  parallel  of  latitude.  The  measurements 
between  those  found  were  very  inaOcurate.  Tlie  commissioners  erected  j^ran- 
ite  monuments  at  each  mile-station  and  marked  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
state,  that  beini,^  identical  with  the  southwest  corner  of  French  Creek,  ])y  a 
small  monument  of  granite,  set  with  its  to])  Ihish  with  tlie  snrface  of  the 
^^rou'ul,  in  the  wa^L^on  track  of  the  state-line  road.  9S  feet  north  of  it  is  a 
lart^c  "  monument  at  the  meridian  boundary.  The  commissioners  also])laced 
milest.,>.Ks  a](Ui^  the  south  boundary  of  the  count)-  where  the  ori;j,iiial  «)nes 
were  in.i-siiii;.  At  llu-  statediiie,  where  the  old  sta_L;e  road  bet  ween  James- 
town am!  W'aireii  c^o.^ed  it,  once  stood  a  whiteoak  tree,  markefl  and  scarred 
witli  bla/e.s.     It  was  a  prominent  object,  was  known  as  the  "  State-line  tree," 
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and  was  supposed  to  stand  at  or  near  tlie  I94tli  niilcstono  of  tlic  survey.  In 
da\s  before  ini]>risounient  for  debt  was  a1)o]islied,  lliis  old  tree  was  often 
rc,q:arded  witli  the  same  lively  interest  that  Tani  ()\Shanter  did  the  keystone 
of  the  bridj^^e  at  Kirk  AUoway.  Many  an  early  Chautaucpui  county  delin- 
quent, pursued  l>y  the  officrs  of  the  law,  has  (U)ne  his  "  s]>eedy  utuu)st''  to  ])ass 
this  tree  and  <^ain  a  haven  of  rest  beyond  it.  In  iS^i  Alexande  r  T.  I'render- 
^ast  en  etid  a  fine  monument  of  sandstone  at  the  side  of  this  hij.;h\vay.  'I'he 
point  where  it  stands  has  reference  to  this  old  tree. 

Penns\  l\-ania  was  disappointed  in  the  boundary  surxew  The  distorted 
maps  of  that  ])eri(Kl  !:;a\x'  an  inc(»rrect  view  of  the  toj)ooraphical  features  of 
the  country.  Instead  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  coast  aloui;  Lake  Knv,  the 
survey  iL^ave  that  state  but  two  or  three  miles  of  shore  line,  and  placed  the 
valua])le  harbor  of  Prescpie  Isle  (now  I^rie)  entirely  without  her  territory-.  The 
teiritory  known  as  the  Va  xq  Trianj^le,"  wliich  is  bounded  east  by  Xew  York, 
south  b\'  the  extension  of  the  southern  boundary  of  Xew  York,  westward  to 
Lake  Ivrie  and  northwest  1)\'  that  lake,  containiniL;  207, 1S7  acres,  was  included 
in  the  territory  ceded  by  Xew  York  and  Massachusetts  to  the  United  States, 
and  as  soon  as  the  boundarx"  surx'ey  was  com|)leted,  I'enn^x  K  ania  took  meas- 
ures to  purchase  the  Ivric  Trian,i;le,  and  thus  to  secure  tl:e  xalunble  harbor 
of  I*res(pie  Isle  and  a  considerable  shore  line  aloniL^  L  ike  hjie.  September 
4th,  17S.S,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ^151,640  Con^^ress  transferred  the 
title  and  jurisdi(5lion  to  the  Eric  Trian;;le  to  Pennsylvania. 

That  state  made  a  treaty  with  _the  .Indians  at  Fort  Ilarmer  where  this 
agreement  was  si^!^ned  : 

P>i:  IT  Ri:mi: Mr.KRHi)  r.v  All  Whom  it  Mav  Coxci-.rx  :  That  on  the 
ninth  da\'  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  17S9,  in  o])en  and  public  coun- 
cil, we  the  uudersii^ned  chief,  warri(^rs  and  others,  representini;  the  followiniL^ 
named  tribes  of  the  vSix  Xations,  to  wit — the  (  )udwaL;as,  or  vSenecas,  Ca\  u^as, 
Tuscaroras,  ( )nouda.L;a>,  and  ( )nei(las  ;  lor  and  in  behalf  of  ourseUes,  our 
tribes,  our  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  on  the  one  ]  art,  and  Richard  Put- 
ler  nnd  John  (libson,  Hsquires,  commissioiu  rs  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  state 
of  Peimsylvania  (Onas)  on  the  other  j)art,  did  make  and  conclutle  u|n)n  the 
followini^  iirticles,  viz.: 

.  I /'//(/('  IS/.  That  as  soon  as  these  articles  are  si^j^ned,  interchan_<;al)h"  b\' 
the  aforesaid  chiefs  and  connnissioners,  the  said  chiefs  will  execute  a  deed  of 
conveyance  to  the  state  of  Penns\  lvania  for  a  tract  of  countrv  as  hereafter 
shall  ])e  described. 

.  Irticlc  2H(i.  The  si;^nin,<^  chiefs  do  acknowled^^e  the  rij^ht  of  the  soil 
and  jurisdicl:ion  to,  in  and  over  that  tracl:  of  country  bounded  on  the  south  by 
the  north  line  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  east  by  the  west  boundary 
of  the  state  of  Xew  York,  aj^reeable  to  the  cession  of  that  state  and  the  state 
of  Massacluisetts  to  the  United  States,  and  on  tlie  north  by  the  margin  of 
Lake  Erie,  inc]udin<j;  Presque  Isle  and  all  the  bays  and  liarbors  aloni^  the 
margin  of  said  Lake  Erie,  from  the  west  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  to  where 
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tlic  west  b()nn<]ar\-  of  the  state  of  New  York  may  cross  or  intersecl  the  soutli 
iiKiri^iii  of  the  said  Lake  Iv;ie. 

Arliclr  'I'lie  said  eliiefs  do  ai^ree  tliat  tlie  said  state  of  Peniisx  h'aiiia 

shall  and  at  an\  time  they  may  think  i)ro])er,  snr\'ey,  di^])<)se  ofand  set- 

tle, all  that  part  of  tin-  afore-aid  eountry  l\  inL;  and  ])ein;^  west  of  a  line  rnn- 
nin;;  alon-^  iIk-  «nidd!e  of  Conawai^o  ri\-er  from  its  eonihuaiee  with  the  Alle^ 
!L;an\-  riwr  into  the  diadoelKpie  lake,  tlunee  alon^i;-  the  middle  (»f  the  said 
l;d^(•  lo  the  n«Mth  ciid  t>f  the  same  tlienee  a  meridian  line  from  the  north  end 
the  said  lake  to  the  inarL;in  oi-  sliori.-  of  Lake  Iv'ie. 

Arllili- Tlrit  as  se\er;d  \  i!la_L;es  helon^L^in^  to  the  siv,nin,L;  ehiefs 
and  tlieir  ])^'op!e  are  now  li\  im|  on  the  said  Conowat^a  ereek  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  I'onntiy  snpp  i.  (.-d  to  Ik-  within  the  traet  of  eonntrs'  west  of  the 
West  line  of  tlic  stati-  oi  New  \'ork  and  east  of  the  line  thrcun^h  the  waters  as 
(K-scrihed  in  tlie  third  artieh-.  And  a^  the\'  ha\'e  no  eonntry  to  remo\-e  to 
tVom  wheie  they  now  li\e,  the  said  chiefs  do  reserve  for  their  own  and  their 
])eople\s  re.^itlence,  hnntim;  and  fishin;;,  all  that  part  of  the  tract  of  eonntry 
described  in  the  second  article,  i^assi from  the  Alle<^an\'  rix'er  alonii;  the 
middle  of  the  Conowaj^'o  creek,  the  Chedoc(iiie  lake  and  a  meridian  line  from 
the  north  _end  of  said  lake  to  Lake  ICrie. 

Ai'tiilt'  jtli.      The  said  Richard  Ihitler  and  John  (ri])son,  Ks(|nires  

do  ai^ree  to  the  aforesaid  articles  and  that  the  atbresaid  chiefs  and  the 

people  of  their  trihcs,  shall  ha\'e  fnll  and"  ])eacefnl  lihcrt)'  to  hnnt  and  fish 
within  any  part  of  tlie  conntr\-  first  aho\-e  described,  they  demeaning-  them- 
sehes  peace. il)l\-  towards  the  inhabitants.  Ihit  the  said  chiefs  or  their  snc- 
cessors,  shall  not  at  an\  time  hereaiU  r,  directly  (»r  indirectly,  lease,  rent  or 
make  sale  ot  any  part  or  ])aicel  of  the  tract  here  reser\'ed  for  their  nse  and 
residence,  to  an\-  t)tlK-r  state,  ])erson  or  ])ers()ns. 
in  te^timonx  of  the  abow  articdes  

"In  ])rescnce  of  RlCIIAkO  IllTUvR,  ( 1..  S. ) 

Al;.  S  l\  Cl.AlK,  J^>'I-N'  (»II>S()\,  (!..  S. ) 

(  And  Sk\'!:.\  ( )'rin-:ks. )  CAcnrNWASsi-:,      (i..  s. ) 

( Si:xi:cA,)  OR  T\vi:xTv  Caxoks,; 

(AXI)  'lAvKXTV-Two  OTIII'.R  LXDIAXS.) 
A  deed  of  the  land-  was  afterwards  execnted  b\-  Cornj)lanter  and  23  other 
chiefs.  It  is  ex'ident  that  it  was  then  sn|)])osed  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  Chantancjua  connt\-  was  within  the  I{r;e  Trianj^Ie  as  the  meridian  line 
formin.L;  the  western  bonndar_\-  of  Xew  Y<.)rk  ha  1  not  then  been  surve^'cd.  The 
lani^naLje  of  the  ,p<^reement  stroni^ly  ind  cates  that  there  was  at  that  time 
more  than  one  Indian  town  within  tlie  limits  of  Chantancpia  countw  licsides 
Kiantone  there  was  then  p.*r!ia])s  Indian  settlements  at  Hennis  and  (iriflitirs 
])oints.  Cornplant.-r  took  a  h.ad  114  ]>art  in  the  nej.;-otiation  and  nsed  his 
inflnence  in  fixor  of  the  ce  s:on  of  the  territory'  of  the  state,  bnt  a  majorit\- 
of  the  hoipiois  le<l  by  the  .Mohawk  chief  Hrant  were  bitterly  opp  )Sed  to  it. 
l>rant  was  in  fa\or  of  reslric:i nj:^-  the  whites  to  the  t.-rritorx'  K  in;^  east  of  the 
Alle,i;an\-  antl  ( >!iio,  a  id  tlie  settlement  of  the  Trian*^le  was  ne\er  fnll\' 
ac  piiesced  in       the  Indians. 

In  17S9  Andrew  Kllicott  was  appointed  by  President  Washin^^^ton  to  make 
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tlie  sHi  vcx'  of  the  wosl  line  of  N\\v  York  and  the  Tiian.!:;]^  wliicli  IVunsyha- 
nia  i>i()])i)se»l  to  ])Ui cliasc  oT  the  United  vStates.  The  work  \va>  conmieneed 
in  Jannai'N'  I7<;<>,  and  c<»ni|>leted  in  ( )eU)l)er.  lUit  lew  (k-tails  are  know  n  of 
this  snr\e\'  a>i  tlie  notes  and  ])a])ers  rekilini;"  t»>  il  are  ]<»>t. 

As  the  we>t  ])onndary  of  N\-w'  \'ork  was  a  nieri(kian  linr  (h'awn  tIiroU!;li 
the  western  e\trcniit\-  of  Lake  ()nlaiio,  it  was  neec-.^sm y  that  the  snr\L\<)rs 
slionld  ])roeeed  to  tliis  point  whieh  was  in  the   liritisli  dominions.  An(h\'W 
ICllieotl,  aeeonipanied  h\-  his  l)rothers  jo^e])!i,  afterwards  the  chief  snrx  eyor 
of  llie  Holland  I/md  Conipans  ,  and   li-.-njaniin  l^l]ie<»tt.  ( icn.    Nrael  Chapin 
and   I'rederick  vSaxton  arrixed  at  k'ort  Xia_^ara.     Aithoni^h  tliis  was  nsany 
\ears  after  the  close  of  the  Rexolntion  thi>  ]).).->t  wa^  still  in  the  posso.sion  of 
the  IJritish.     The  officer  in  command  at  U\>i  hani^htih-  rehired  to  premit 
Major  l^ilicott  to  enter  liritish  territory  but  tlu  ])rivileL;e  was  fmall\-  granted. 
It  is  })rol)al)le  that  after  taking  the  lonj^itnde  of  the  wot  end  of  the  I^ake 
()ntari(»,  I'lUicott  surveyed  eastward  to  the  Xia;;ara  rixer  and   then  traxersed 
that    river  upon   the  Canadian   side  to   Lake   khie.     While   nuikini;  the 
traverse  the  part>-  made  the  first  actual  measurement  of  Xia^ara  river,  the 
heii^ht  of  the  j^rand  falls,  the  descent  of  the  rapids  and  of  the  ri\  er  from  Ivake 
kj  ie  to  Lake  ( )ntario,  which  measurements  were  acknowledi^ed  anthoril\-  for 
many  \ears.     l^llicoll  then  traversed  the  east  shore  of  Lake  I'jie  ])assin^ 
alon<;  the  coast,  the  northern  limit  of  ChaiUan(pia  county,  until  hearriwdat 
a  ])oint  wdiich  compulations  from  his  measurements  showed  him  to  ])e  in  the 
lon_L;itude  of  his  startinj^  ])lacc.     Ilaxinj,^  \erified  liis  ])osition,  he  ran  the 
meridian  line  south  to  the  42n(l  jxirallel  of  latitude.     The  point  of  intersec- 
tion of  these  lines  made  the  southwjst  corner  of  the  state  of  Xew  \'ork.  He 
marked  each  mile  by  a  stone  monument  or  a  wooden  ])ost.     An  initial  monu- 
ment was  erected  b\-  him  near  Lake  ICrie,  o;i  which  was  ])laced  this  inscrip- 
tion:   (  )n  the  east  side,     Meridian  of  the  we  t  end  of  Lake  ( >iitario,  state  of 
Xew  York,  iS  miles  and  525  chains  from  the  northern  b  )undary  of  lVnn>\  l- 
v;uiia,  Au,;ust  23,  1790;''  on  the  we>t  side,     Territor\-  annexed  to  ihj  state 
of  rennsylvania.     Xorth  latitude  42°,  16',  32"."    Tne \a:-iation  of  the  needle 
was  marked  upon  tiiis  monument  as  havin,^  ])^en  25'  west.     Tiie  declination 
of  the  need. e  at  the  same  ]  oint  in  iSc^owas  3°,  5^^'   west,  a  change  in  the 
declination  of  3'^,  30"  in  just  a  centar\'.     Tne  instruments  used  were  a  tian- 
sit  aufl  an  e(pial-altitude  lustrum  jut,  tlie  .^a  ne  u -ed  by  I%llic.)tt  in  layin,,^  out 
the  District  of  Columbia  an  1  runnin;^  the  pji  icipal  avenues  of  the  cit\'  of 
\Vashin<4ton  aiid  fixinj^  the  l>oundary  line  be'.wcju  the  l^iited  Slates  and  the 
Spanish  possesion,  I'.orida.    The  initial  monument  li.iviu]^  been  partly 
destroyed,  and  what  remained  of  it  eiidan^^ereiby  tlie  encroachments  of  Lake 
Erie,  it  was  replaced  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  le^^islaturc,  with  appro- 
priate ceremonies,  Sjpteinb.^r  15th,  18 39,  by  a  new  monument,  placed  440 
feet  south  of  the  original  monument,  composed  of  Quincy  granite,  two  feet 
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wide  and  aliout  eij^lit  inclies  tliick.  It  lias  on  its  cast  and  west  faces  a  copy 
of  tlie  inscription  on  tlie  corresponding^  faces  of  tlie  ori^^inal  monnnieiit,  and 
on  its  north  and  sonth  faces  the  followin*^  inscription  :  Xortli  face,  1869, 
latitnde  of  this  stale,  42^,  15',  56"  9  ;  h)n,«;itnde,  79°,  45',  54"  4.  Variation, 
2  \  35'  west.  wSontli  face,  1X69.  lu'ected  b\-  tli«.'  states  of  Xew  York  and 
Pennsylv  ania,  .} 40  k-ct  sonth  of  a  monument  now  dilapidated, On  which  were 
tlie  incriptions  on  the  east  and  west  faces  of  this  monument/'  William  ICwius 
represented  Peuusy] vauia  and  Jolin  \'.  I,.  Pru\ n,  (leori^e  R.  Perkins,  S.  H. 
W'oolwortli  and  (  leori^e  W.  Patterson,  represented  Xew  \'ork. 

In  iS-.^'  the  same  commis.sioners  wlio  made  the  examination  of  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  Xew  \'oi  k  examined  the  western  houndarv  at  \-arious  points 
upon  the  oriiL^inal  line.  'Plie\-  fomid  the  northern  ]iortion  (»f  the  line  to  have 
l)een  \-ery  carefully  run  and  found  to  var\-  hut  sli^htK'  from  the  meridian. 
The\'  erected  a  monument  in  the  meridianal  boundar\-  loo  feet  north  of  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  state. 

The  tnuerse  of  the  sh(»re  of  Lake  Phie  was  made  b\-  vSeth  Pease  in  179.S. 
The  survey  of  the  eastern  l)oundary  of  Chautauqua  county,  which  is  the 
meridian  line  between  the  (/tli  aufl  loth  ranges  of  townships,  was  made  bv 
Am/i  Atwater  in  179S.  The  sur\e\-  of  the  bomidary  lines  of  the  Indian 
Reservation  on  Cattarau_!L;us  creek  was  also  made  by  An_!L;ustus  Porter  in  179''^- 


CH.VPTl^R  XIW 

Till-    I1<>IJ.AXI>   LAND  COMPANY. 

W\\  \  \.\\\\  now  traced  the  fee  of  the  soil  in  western  Xew  York  from 
its  first  I%n«^lish  ])roprietor  the  Plymouth  Com[)any,  down  to  the 
state  (»f  Massachusetts.  The  claims  of  the  PVench  to  ownershl]) 
of  the  land  as  well  as  soverei,L;nt\-  over  it,  was  disjjosed  of  by  force  of  arms, 
that  of  Penn>\  l\  ania  by  the  amicable  adjustment  of  boundary  lines,  the  claim 
of  Conneclicut  was  repudiated  and  successfully  resisted  in  the  courts,  while 
the  claim  of  Massachusetts  was  settled  be  a  treaty  by  which  she  was  \'ested 
with  the  owrershi'p  of  the  western  part  of  Xew  York,  retainin.i^^  civil  juris- 
diction and  so\creimity  over  it.  It  remains  to  be  considered  what  disj)ositiou 
was  made  of  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands. 

In  April,  17SS,  Massachusetts  contracted  to  .sell  to  Oliver  I*]ielps  and 
Xathaniel  (lorl.am  all  of  its  lands  in  western  Xew  York  for  Si, 000,000.  In 
July  of  that  year  a  treatv  was  made  with  the  Indians  b\-  Phelps  and  C.orhani. 
at  Hunalo  by  wliich  the\-  ])urchased  of  the  Indians  their  ri".;ht  to  2,600,000, 


B o r  M ) A  R Y  S  r  K  \'  \  s. 


acres  of  tlie  eastern  portion  of  these  lands,  l)oun(lef]  west  by  a  line  l)eL;inninj^ 
at  a  point  in  the  north  line  of  Pennsylvania  dne  sonth  of  the  point  of  laud 
made  the  conHnence  of  Canaseraj^a  creek  with  (lene.ssee  riwr;  thence 
north  on  said  line  to  the  ])oint  ofconllnenee  of  the  (icnessee  and  Canasera;;a 
aforesaid  ;  thence  northwardly  alonj;  the  denessee  to  a  ])oinl  two  miles  north 
of  the  CanawaL;ns  vill<i<;c  ;  thence  west  12  miles;  thence  northwardly,  S(»  as 
to  l)e  12  miles  distant  from  said  river,  to  the  shore  of  Lake  ()iitari<).  The 
eastern  Ixtnndary  was  the  line  of  Seneca  lake  and  Sodns  li.iy.  Xoxember 
2ist,  17SS,  Massachnsetts  convened  this  tract  of  which  the  Indian  title  was 
extini;nished  to  Phelps  and  (iorlunn.  It  has  since  been  known  r»s  tlu-  Phelps 
and  (Torhani  tract. 

In  I  790  and  1791,  Corn])lanter,  I lalftown  ^md  P»i,L,^  Tree  made  !;ra\  e  charjL;es 
a.iL^ain.vt  Mr.  Phel])s  to  President  Washington  respecting  a  treaty,  a  connnittee 
a])]X)inted  by  the  vSenate  of  the  l^iited  vStates,  however,  after  a  full  investij^a- 
tion  fonnd  them  to  be  nnsnj)jx)rted.  This  extract  from  Cornj)lanter's  speech 
or  memorial  ,i;i\  es  li,L;ht  npon  the  Indian  sidvM)f  the  (piestion  and  contains  an 
allnsion  to  Chantancpia  lake. 

"The  \oice  of  the  vSeneca  Nation  speaks  t('  \'on,  the  i^reat  counsellor,  in 
in  whose  heart  the  wise  men  of  all  the  Thirtet  11  P'ires  ha\  e  placed  tlu  ir  wis- 
dom. It  ma\-  be  wry  small  in  your  (.ars,  and  we  therefore  (.nln'al  \ou  to 
hearken  with  attention  ;  for  we  are  ab«)nt  to  speak  of  tliiu'^s  which  ;ire  to  ns 
verv  L^neat.  When  sour  army  entered  the  conutrx'  ol  the  vSix  |)\ati(»iis,  we 
called  \()U  the  'Town  Destroyer,'  and  to  this  da\',  when  that  name  is  luard, 
our  women  look  behind  them  and  turn  ]rde,  an^l  onr  children  clini;  close  t(* 
the  necks  of  their  mothers.  ( )ur  counsellors  and  warriors  are  men,  ;  ud  can- 
not be  afraid  ;  but  their  hearts  are  _i;rie\-ed  with  the  fears  of  our  women  and 
children,  and  desire  that  it  nia\"  be  bnried  dee])  as  to  be  liear<l  no  mole. 
When  yon  ^'ue  ns  peace,  we  called  xon  father,  becau-e  von  j>rouii>e'l  to 
secure  ns  in  tlie  po^sc  s-ion  of  our  lands.  Do  tlii>,  and,  :-o  lo]i^  as  lands  >hall 
remain,  that  belox  ed  name  will  li\  e  in  the  luarl  of  e\-cry  vSc  ueca. 

"  Ivither  :  (  )ur  nation  empowered  John  Ivi\  ir.i;stou  to  let  ont  part  of  our 
huuK  on  rent,  to  be  ])aid  to  ns.  lie  told  u.s  tliat  he  wa-  sent  b\-  Congress  to 
do  this  for  ns,  and  we  kar  he  has  de(\'i\  ed  nsin  the  writin^^  he  obiaim-d  Irom 
us  ;  for  ^iuce  the  time  of  ,i;i\  in_«;-  thai  j)o\ver,  a  man  of  the  nanic  of  Phelps  has 
eouK-  amon-^  us,  and  claimed  our  whole  countr\-  nortliw-ird  ol  the  line  of 
PennsyUania,  nuder  ])ip-chase  of  that  Lix  in^^.ston,  to  whom  he  said  he  had 
paid  S2(),o()')  lor  it.  He  said  also,  that  he  ha<l  bou,L;ht  likewise,  from  the 
eouncil  of  the  Thirteen  P'ires,  and  paid  them  S2<),on()  more  for  the  same. 
And  he  said  also,  that  it  did  not  belonj^-  to  ir^,  for  that  the  «;reat  Kin^  had 
c  eded  the  whole  of  it,  when  yoti  made  j>eacewith  liim.  Thus  he  claimed  the 
whole  conntry  north  of  Pennsylvania,  and  west  of  the  lands  belon.^inj;  to  the 
Ca\  ii^as.  He  demanded  it  ;  lie  insisted  on  liis  demand,  and  declared  he 
would  have  it  all.  It  was  impossible  for  ns  to  infant  him  this,  and  we  imme- 
diately refnsed  it.  After  some  days  he  proposed  to  rnn  a  line,  at  a  small  dis- 
tance eastward  of  our  western  boundary,  which'  we  also  refnsed  to  a^^ree  to. 
He  then  threatened  us  with  immediate  war  if  we  did  not  comply    UjK)n  this 
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tlireat  our  chiefs  held  a  council,  and  they  ai^reed  that  no  eYcnt  of  war  could 
Ix'  worse  than  to  be  driven,  with  our  wives  and  children,  from  the  only  coun- 
try which  we  had  a  rij^ht  to,  and,  tlierefore,  weak  as  our  nation  was,  they 
determined  to  take  the  chance  of  war,  rather  than  submit  to  such  unjust 
demands,  which  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.  Street,  the  j^reat  trader  at  Xia- 
j^ara,  was  then  with  us,  ha\'in_i;  come  at  the  recjuest  of  IMielps,  and  as  lie 
alwax  s  ])r<>ressed  to  be  our  j^reat  friend,  we  consulted  him  on  this  subject.  lie 
also  tt)ld  us  tliat  our  lands  had  been  ceded  b\  the  Kinj^-,  and  that  we  must 
i;i\e  them  up. 

Astonished  at  what  we  heard  from  every  quarter,  with  hearts  aching- 
with  con:|)assion  for  our  wi\  es  and  children,  we  were  thus  conijjelled  to  ^i\-e 
u])  all  our  country  north  of  the  line  of  Pennsylvania,  and  east  of  the  Cien.^- 
see  ri\  er,  up  lo  the  U)vk,  and  east  of  a  south  line  drawn  from  that  fork  to  the 
Penns\l\ania  line.  I'or  this  land  Plielps  agreed  to  pay  us  ,^io,(jo()  in  hand, 
and  $1,000  a  \  ear  forex'er.  He  ])aid  us  $2,500  in  hand,  ))art  of  the  $10,000, 
and  he  sent  for  us  to  come  last  s])rin_i;-,  to  receive  our  nione\'  ;  but  instead  of 
]\i\  in_L;  us  the  remainiler  of  the  $10,000,  and  the  $1,000  due  for  the  hrst 
\ear,  he  oHered  us  no  more  tlian  $500,  and  insisted  that  he  had  aj^reed  with 
us  for  that  sum  to  be  i)aid  yearly.  We  de1)ated  with  hiin  for  six  days,  dur- 
ing all  whieli  time  he  persisted  in  refu^inii;  to  ])ay  us  our  jusl  <lemaud,  and 
he  insi>ted  tiial  we  sIkmiUI  recei\e  the  $500;  and  vStreet,  trom  Xia^ara,  also 
insisted  on  our  receix'in;^  the  money  as  it  was  offeretl  to  us.  The  last  rea^on 
he  assi-iied  for  coutiuuin_L;-  to  refuse  pa\'inj^-  us,  was,  that  tlx-  Kiu'^-  had  ceded 
the  ];inds  to  the  'i'hirteeii  loix-s,  and  tiiat  he  had  Ijom^ht  them  froui  \-ou  ai'd 
])aid  \oii  tor  tlu-m,  W'e  c^ould  bear  this  confusion  no  longer,  and  determined 
to  fore^-  through  e\'e!_\-  di I'lieultx',  vind  lift  uj)  our  \oice  that  >  ()U  mii^ht  hear  us, 
and  to  claim  that  .srenrit\  in  the  |)oshe>sion  of  our  hnuls,  which  \our  coui- 
missioiKr>  so  >o]cmni\'  ])romised  us.  Au'J.  we  now  entreat  you  to  en(piire 
into  our  (.N)mp]aints  and  redress  our  wrongs. 

I'atlier  :  (  >nr  wrilin_L;s  were  lod<^ed  in  the  hands  of  vStreet,  of  Xia_i;ara, 
as  Vv\'  sujipo-^ed  liim  to  be  »»ur  fiieiid;  1)Ut  when  v;e  saw  Phelps  consulting; 
with  Street  on  every  <.cea>ion,  we  doid)ted  of  his  honesty  toward  us,  and  we 
have  since  heard,  that  he  was  to  receive  for  his  endeaxors  to  deceix'c  us,  a 
piece  of  laud  two  miles  in  width,  west  of  the  (rcnesee  ri\-er,  and  near  f(jrty 
miles  in  leni^th,  extendinj^  to  Lake  ()ntario;  and  the  lines  of  this  tracl;  ha\'e 
been  run  accordingly,  althou<;h  ik^  ])art  of  it  is  within  the  bounds  which 
limit  his  purchase.     Xo  doubt  he  meant  to  deceive  us. 

leather:  Von  have  said  that  we  arc  in  your  hand,  and  th  .t,  by  closini^ 
it,  \'ou  could  crush  us  to  nothing;.  Are  \ou  determined  to  crush  us?  If  yon 
are,  tell  us  so,  that  those  of  our  nation  who  have  become  \'our  children,  and 
ha\e  determined  to  die  so,  may  know  what  to  do.  In  this  case,  one  chief 
has  said  lie  wcadd  ask  you  to  put  him  out  of  p>ain.  Another,  who  will  ih>t 
think  of  d\  ini;  b\-  the  hand  of  his  father,  or  of  his  brother,  has  .said  he  will 
retire  to  Chatampie.  eat  of  the  fatal  root,  and  sleep  with  his  fathers  in  peace." 

May  I!,  1791,  Massachusetts  con\'eyed  to  Robert  Morris  all  the  lands 
owned  by  that  state  west  of  the  Phelps  and  (rorham  tracl,  Morris  havinj^  pre- 
viously purchased  of  John  Butler  a  ri<^dit  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  in 
the  land  <;rowinj^  out  of  a  contract  made  by  him  with  Phelps  and  Ciorham. 
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December  24,  1792,  Robert  ^^lorris  and  his  wife  Mary  conveyed  ])\  deed  to 
Ilennaii  Le  I\.o\-  and  Joliii  Linklean  lands  wliicli  coni])rise  422  cliains  and  s<> 
links  of  the  west  ])art  of  each  of  the  townships  in  the  seventh  ran.i;e,  and  all 
of  the  townships  of  the  S,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15  ran,t;es  of  the  Holland 
Land  Coni])an\  's  snr\  e\  s  ])einj^  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  Chanlan(in;i 
conntx*  and  also  the  western  parts  of  the  comities  of  Cattaran<^ns,  ICrie  and 
Xia<^ara,  and  sn])])osed  to  contain  1,500,000  acres.  The  lands  con\  e\  ed  by 
this  deed  were  described  in  two  tracl:s.  The  hrst  of  those  c(^ntainin_i;  1,000- 
000  acres  end^raced  the  eastern  part  of  the  tracl.  The  second  parcel  and 
western  part  contained  500,000  acres  and  inclnded  ran^;es  11,  12,  13,  14  and 
15.  In  1792,  Robert  Morris  conve\  ed  to  Herman  Le  Ro)-  and  other  ii^rantees 
in  three  se]xirate  deeds  all  the  remainder  of  the  lands  ])nrchased  by  him  of 
the  state  of  Massachnsetts  l>  in<^  west  of  the  Phelps  and  (lorham  tracl,  except- 
ini;-  the  lands  lyin^^  east  of  a  meridian  line  ])e,ij^innin^;  at  a  ]>oint  in  tlie  north 
line  of  Pennsylvania  twelve  miles  west  of  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Phelps 
and  (lorliam  tract,  and  rnnnin,i;  north  to  Lake  Ontario.  These  lands  were 
bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Phelps  and  (rorhani  tract,  'i'he  lands  (.  xeepted 
and  reserved  were  sup])osed  to  contain  5()(),()()()  acres  an<l  aie  known  as  the 
Morris  Reserxe.  The  we^t  line  of  the  tract  passed  noilhwaid  through  the 
countv  of  Allei-any  a  little  west  of  its  center,  and  a  little  east  to  the  central 
jiarts  of  AVyomini;,  Cienesee  and  (Orleans  counties.  This  line  constituted  the 
eastern  boundar\-  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  All  the  trat^ts  con\  e\  ed  in  four 
deeds  nuMitioned,  to  Herman  Le  Roy  and  others,  consisting;  of  about  3,^)00- 
000  acres,  were  ])urchased  with  the  funds  of  certain  persons  in  Holland,  and 
the  i^^rantecs  of  Robert  Morris  held  them  in  trust  for  their  l)enelit.  Thev 
beiu^i;- aliens  could  not  purchase  and  hold  hands  in  their  own  names  in  Xew 
York.  The  names  of  the  trustees  to  whom  the  conve\  ances  were  made  by 
^b)rris  were  not  in  all  cases  the  same.  vSubsecjueutl}'  all  the  lands  conveyed 
by  the  four  deeds  to  Herman  Le  Roy  and  others,  were  con\eyed  to  the  Hol- 
land I^and  Com])any,  or  rather  to  those  persons  comi)()sin!^  it,  in  their  own 
names.  ']'he\'  resided  in  Holland.  \'arious  enablini:^  and  confirmatory  acts 
have  been  jxassed  b\'  the  le<^islature  of  New  York  authorizing  and  enabling 
such  j)ersons  to  hold  and  convey  lands. 

We  !L;ive  a  synopsis  of  the  deeds  from  Robert  Morris  to  the  mend)ers  of 
the  Holland  Land  Company,  which  con\'e\'  the  territor\-  within  which  is 
included  Chautauqua  county:  ist.  Deed  from  Robert  Morris  and  Mary  his 
wife  to  Herman  Le  Roy  and  Jolin  Linklean,  dated  December  24,  1792,  being- 
the  deed  first  above  mentioned,  as  conveying  one  and  one  half  millions  of 
acres.  2nd.  Deed  from  Herman  Le  Roy  and  John  Linklean  to  William 
P>ayard,  dated  ]\Lay  30th,  1795.  3rd.  Deed  from  William  Bayard  and  wife 
to  Herman  Le  Roy,  John  Linklean  and  Gerritt  Boon,  dated  June  ist,  1795. 
4th.    Deed  from  Herman  Le  Roy  and  Hannah  his  wife,  John  Linklean  and 
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Helen  his  wife,  imd  Cierrit  Boon  to  Paul  Busti,  dated  July  9tli,  I79<S.  5tli 
Deed  from  Paul  Busti  and  wife  to  Herman  Le  Roy,  William  Bayard,  James 
]McI^vers,  John  Linklean  and  Cierrit  Boon  (in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  William 
Willink  and  other  eitizens  of  New  Netherlands  with  covenant  to  con\'ey  the 
same  accordini;"  to  their  directions  and  a]>])ointment)  dated  July  loth,  1798. 
6th.  Deed  from  Herman  Le  Ro\-,  William  Ba\  ard,  James  MelCvers,  John 
Linklean  and  (icrrit  Boon  to  Wilhelm  Willink,  Xicholaas  \'cni  Staphorst, 
Picter  \'an  ]'\i;hen,  Ikndriek  \'ollenho\en  and  Rutj^er  Jan  Schinnnelpen- 
ninek,  dated  December  ist,  179S. 

Robert  Morris  had  freely  pled«;ed  his  fortune  to  aid  the  cause  of  Ameri- 
can Independence.  To  him  next  to  Washington,  is  the  countr\-  indebted 
for  his  individual  efforts  and  sacrifices.  His  purse  and  his  credit  more  than 
once  sa\"<:d  our  cause  dnrinj^  the  dark  hours  of  the  Revolution.  He  became 
embarrassed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  judj^ments  were  recovered 
a«^ainst  him  which  affected  the  title  to  the  lands  of  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany. To  reinstate  and  confirm  the  title  as  a^'ainst  such  judj^inents,  a  deed 
was  executed  !>)•  Tliomas  L.  OiL^den  to  the  last  mentioned  j^rantee,  P'ebrnary 
13,  iSdi.  Tile  la^t  mentioned  i^ranteCj  by  Paul  Ihisti,  a^^eiit,  executed  a 
deed.  March  24,  i  So  i ,  to  James  Mclu  ers  of  all  the  lands  in  Chautamjna  count)' 
excei)l  ihe  east  rani^e  of  townships,  bein^'  the  lands  that  constituted  tlie  one- 
half  million  or  second  tract  in  the-  <Ued  from  Robert  Morris  to  Le  Roy  and 
Linklean.  James  Mcl**.\-ers  c<)n\e\ed  these  lands  b\- deed  dated  April  i,  i.Soi 
to  WiHiem  Willink,  Xicholaas  \'an  Staphorst,  Pieter  \'an  l{e_!L;hen,  Hendiick 
\'oHenlut\\  n,  Rut_^er  Jan  vSchinimelpeniiinck,  Wilhein  Willink  the  youuLier, 
Jail  (labiiel  \'an  vSta])horst,  Roelif  \'au  vStaphorst  the  x'ouni^er,  Cornells  \'ol- 
lenho\  en,  and  1  lendi  iek  vSeye  as  joi nt  tenants.  A  deed  was  executed  I'el)- 
ruiry  ()th,  iSi^).  frnni  Williein  Willink  juui' )r  and  Cornelis  \'ollenli(»\-en,  (sn:'- 
\-i\'ors  of  tile  ai)o\e  joint  t';iKint>)  to  Iv^bert  Jean  Roch.  A  deed  was  execu- 
ted dated  I'\bnuir\-  lotli,  iSjf),  fiom  l^uihert  Jean  Roch  to  Wilhein  Willink, 
Walr.ive  \'an  Ileuklom,  Jan  hA\L;hen,  Cornelis  Isaac  \'an  Der  X'liet,  Wilhem 
Willink  junior  and  Peter  \'an  ICe^Iieu  as  joint  tenants.  A  deed  wasexecuted 
A]Mil  iS,  IS2I,  from  Wilhem  Willink,  Heiulrick  \'ollenho\en,  RntL^erJau 
Schimuielpennick  sur\i\( »rs  of  Xicholaas  \'an  vStaphorst  and  Pieter  Wan 
pA'!.;hen  to  Heudrick  Se\e  of  the  east  ranj^e  of  t()wnshi])s  in  Chantau(|ua 
county.  A  deed  was  executed  April  it;th,  i<S2i,  b\-  Heudrick  Se>e  to  Wil- 
helm Willink,  Heudrick  \'ollenhoveu,  Rut^^er  Jan  vSchimmeli)enninck,  Wal- 
ra\e\'an  Ilukelom,  Xicholas  P)eeftiu!L;h,  Jan  \'an  ICe^hen,  Wilhelm  Willink 
junior  and  (lerrit  Schinimel])enninck  (son  of  Rut^^er  Jan  as  joint  tenants) 
conveyiu!.;  the  last  memtioned  j)remises. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  INDIAN  TITLIC. 

WPIIvX  tlic  Holland  Company  a  cenUirv  ajL^o  became  the  owners  of 
western  New  York  inclndin^i;-  Cliantanqna  connty  l)y  virtue  of 
the  deed  e::ecuted  by  Robert  Morris  in  1792,  their  lands  were 
still  subject  to  the  ri.i;ht.s  of  the  vSix  Nations.  The  Indians  of  Xew  York 
possessed  substantial  ri.L^hts  to  the  soil  measured  by  the  le-L^al  rules  and  prin- 
ci]des  of  equity  of  the  English  law.  They  were  not  a  nomadic  peojde  as 
most  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  continent  were,  l)Ut  occu]>ied  sul>stantially 
the  same  localities  when  tlie\'  were  driven  from  their  homes  by  vSulIi\  an  and 
I'rodliead  at  the  close  of  the  last  centur}',  that  tlic)'  did  when  ICuroipeans  hrst 
had  knowledi^e  of  them.  The\'  built  rude  but  ])ermanent  towns  with  much 
labor,  and  matle  e\tensi\'e  clearinj^s,  culti\-ated  broad  fields  of  corn  and  oilier 
crops,  and  e\'en  ])lanted  larj^^e  orchards  of  a{)ple  and  }X'ach  trees.  The}' 
seemed  to  adhere  to  the  ])laces  where  they  dwelt  with  e\'en  more  tenacit\' 
than  white  men.  They  deeph'  felt  the  wron_i;  when  the  white  men  1)\-  arti- 
fice or  force  dispossessed  them  of  their  territories.  The  li.^dit  in  which  they 
rejL^arded  the  encroachments  of  the  whites  is  illustrated  by  this  anecdote 
related  hy  James  Ross  Snowden  in  his  Historical  Sketch  of  Cornplanter  : 

A  solitary  traveler,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  \Yar,  in  17^3, 
wanderino^  near  the  shores  of  Chautauqua  lake,  found  himself  beni^^lited  ;  and 
i<;norant  of  the  path  which  should  lead  him  to  his  i)lace  of  destination,  feared 
he  would  l^e  compelled  to  j)ass  the  ni<;ht  in  the  forest,  and  without  shelter. 
But  when  the  darkness  of  the  ni^ht  <;athered  around  him,  he  saw  the  li.i^ht 
of  a  distant  fire  in  the  woods,  to  which  he  bent  his  steps.  There  he  found 
an  Indian  wi<^^wam,  the  habitation  of  a  chief  with  his  famih'.  He  waskindh- 
received  and  hospitably  entertained.  After  a  su])]xr  of  corn  and  venison, 
the  traveller  returned  thanks  to  (lod,  whose  kind  I*ro\  idence  had  directed 
his  wa\',  and  ])reserved  him  in  the  wilderness.  He  sle])t  comfoi ta1)]\-  on  tlie 
ample  bear  skins  provided  b\'  his  ho>t.  In  tlie  mornin;^^  the  Indian  in\-ited 
the  traveller  to  sit  beside  him  on  a  lari^e  lo;^^  in  front  of  his  c.i])in.  They  were 
seated  side  by  side.  PresentK'  the  Indian  told  the  lra\eler  to  mo\*e  on  a 
little,  ^vhich  he  did  ;  and,  kee])in«^^  by  his  side,  a.L^^ain  recpiested  him  to  move. 
This  was  rcrpeated  several  times.  At  len,i;tli,  when  near  the  end  o\  tlie  lo^-, 
the  chief  ,^ave  an  ener;;etic  push,  and  recjuested  his  coin])anion  to  move  fur- 
ther. The  traveler  remonstrated,  and  said,  '  I  can  [j^o  no  further;  if  I  do,  I 
shall  fall  off  the  lo.i;.'  '  That  is  the  way,'  said  the  Indian,  '  you  white  ])e<»])le 
treat  us.  When  the  United  people,  the  vSix  Xatif)ns,  owned  the  whole  land 
from  the  lakes  to  the  ^reat  waters,  they  ,t;avc  to  Corlaer  a  seat  on  the  Hud- 
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son,  and  to  Onas  a  town  and  land  on  the  Delaware.  We  liaYe  been  driven 
from  our  lands  on  the  Mohawk,  tlie  Genesee,  the  Cheniunij^,  and  the  Una- 
dilla.  And  from  onr  western  door,  we  have  been  pushed  from  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  tlien  over  the  !u;reat  mountains  ;  then  beyond  the  Ohio,  the  Allc!L^any, 
and  Concwan^«) ;  and  now  we  are  here  on  the  borders  of  the  ^reat  lakes  ;  and 
a  further  pnsli  will  throw  me  and  my  ])eo])le  off  the  1<>l;/  The  eliicf,  in  eon- 
clusion,  willi  a  sad  and  anxious  eounteiif  nee,  a>kcd  the  tjuestion,  '  where  are 
we  to  'V'Ac  only  rcs|)(.»nsc  nuuk-  was  tlie  si;:;]iin;L;'  of  tlie  wind  throui;!! 

the  ]eii\'es  of  tlie  torcst  ;  the  traveler  w:is  silent.'' 

'IMk-  tra\-eler  is  su])|)oscd  to  be  the  Rev.  vSamuel  Kirkland,  who,  for  man)- 
\-ears  prtx  ious  to  the  Rexolutionary  War,  was  a  missionary  amoUL,'-  the  Six 
Nations,  and  wliosc  name  and  serx'iees  are  durin;^'  and  after  the  Re\'olution 
reeorded  in  eoriUeetion  with  Indian  histor\'. 

That  we  riiay  ha\e  an  understandin<j-  ot'  the  ri^^hts  the  Indians  luid  ae- 
quired  b>'  occni»atioii  and  use  as  huntin;^'  and  fi^lrin;^-  «4rourids  in  the  lands 
included  in  tlie  Ilolhuul  PurelKi>e,  we  will  i^ise  some  account  of  the  settle- 
ment>  t!j;it  tlie  SeiKcas  liad  made  in  western  Xew  York  and  northwestern 
Penusy]\ania,  more  particularh'  in  the  re^i^icju  in  which  lies  the  c<junt\'  of 
CliautcUKji.a.  When  the  IixxjUois  lirst  l)ecame  known  t(j  J^urooeans,  tlieir 
\'ill;i!4'e,s  and,  hunting-  grounds  were  confme(l  to  central  Xew  \'ork.  The 
fierce  war.->  wliich  the\-  siib^e(|uentl\'  w:iL;ed,  and  by  which  kiudi'ed  nations, 
the  Hurous,  Xential>,  juries,  and  Andastes,  were  successive!)'  vanquished, 
secured  to  tliem  an  extensi\e  territor\-  to  the  west  and  south  of  their  domains 
including;  the  mountainous  rej^ion  of  Xew  York  and  Penns\  l vania  traversed 
the  Al!e,!^an\-  ri\er.  'fheir  enter])rise  soon  letl  them  to  new  liuntin*;- 
t^rounds,  and  final!\-  to  establish  \-illa!L^-es  in  this  conquered  territory  The 
Seuecas,  who  dwelt  at  the  western  limits  of  the  confederacv,  were  its  most 
numeious  and  warlike  nation.  'I'he  i;reater  number  of  tlieir  \'illa;^es  were 
situated  aion,u;-  the  ( '.eiiesee.  Tliey  ultimateh'  1)ecame  the  chief  colonizers  of 
the  confederacw  The\-  iWd  not  extend  their  settlements  directh'  westward 
or  aloUL;  tlie  sln>re  of  I^ake  ICrie  until  near  the  close  of  the  Re\'(dution,  exce|)t- 
iui;  t)Uiy  in  the  imme<liate  \  icinity  of  I'ort  Xiai^ara.  They  seemed  to  prefer 
the  riwrs  and  their  tri])utaries,  and  tlie  shores  of  the  smaller  lakes.  They 
extended  their  tow  n^  u|)  tlu-  (  K-nesee  to  Canea(ka.  .\  broad  Indi.ui  tra.il 
joine*]  this  .settlement  with  the  l''j)per  Allei^any  at  (  )Iean.  'J'hey  then  ])lanted 
their  xilki'^es  ;iloii^  t!ie  Alle.i^au)  and  its  tributaries  t(»  its  mouth,  and  thi-nce 
down  the  <  )hio.  The  .Si;neca  \  illa,i;es  were  tlie  most  numerous  alont;  the 
l'l)|H  r  Allet;any.  As  ea.rly  as  1724,  the  .Mun.-^ey  <»r  Wolf  tribe  (A  the  Dela- 
w:ir'.'S,  who  Ii;i(i  |)re\-!ousi \'  dwelt  in  northeastern  Penus)'l\-ania  but  had  been 
cro\\(lc-di  out  b\-  the  encroachments  of  tlie  w!iit<.'S,  were  allowed  by  the  Six 
Xations  {>>  settle  ah.n-  tlie  I.ower  Al!e-an\-  and  l'pl)er  Olii.).  The  Indians 
of  tllese  diffeieiit  tribes  were  often  found  li\-in^  peaceably  to;^ether  in  one 
vilia;^e,  obser\-in,L;  ddff-reiit  customs,  and  obe\  in,^  different  laws. 
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Tlic  first  accurate  kiu)wlc<l;^c  acquired  by  ]vur()])caus  couccruiui;-  the 
Indiau  scttleuieuts  aloni;'  tlie  Allc^L^au)*,  was  ()l)taincd  durin^i;  the  exj)cditi()u 
of  Celorou  in  1749.  Cclorou  found  on  tlic  ri.i;'l\t  l)ank  of  the  AHc'^any,  occu- 
pviivj;  tiic  site  of  Warren,  an  Indian  \-illai;e  called  Kanao;i,i^v)u/'  It  was 
inliabited  hy  vSenccas,  and  Loups,  or  Munseys.  This  \-illaL;e  was  called  Con- 
awa_i;o  by  Colonel  Urodhead  when  he  visited  the  ]>l.ice  thirt\"  years  later. 
Celoron  found  on  the  rij^ht  bank  al)out  six  miles  below  this  town  on  a  beriu- 
tiful  ]")rairie  that  has  l>een  owned  by  Dr.  William  A.  Irvine  and  ju>t  ludow 
the  mouth  of  the  Ih'oken-vStraw  creek,  a  Seneca  villai^e  which  he  called  Paille 
Coupee,  or  Cut  Str;iw.  Its  Seneca  name  was  1  )e-,L;a-s\-o-ush-dy-ah-*;oh,  mean- 
\n'^  I'roken-vSlraw  ;  referriuj;'  it  is  said  by  Alden  to  tlie  accumulation  (»!*  >traw 
and  driftwood  in  the  w;Uers  of  the  creek  ;  1)ul  moi'e  likely,  as  \\r  are  iulni  nied 
])y  (leneral  Callender  Irvine  who  preempted  the  hind  at  tiie  cor> ilueiice  of  the 
I»rnken-Straw  and  Alle_L;any  in  1795  and  was  fimiliar  with  the  Indian^  and 
L:u]y  tradition^  of  that  re^^ion,  to  the  broken  slrav/s  and  drooping-  -piuuK^  of 
the  tall  wild  _L;rass  tliat  slood  thickl\-  on  the  meadow^  after  tlie  slonns  of 
riutuinn  had  .swept  owr  them.  This  Indiaii  \  iilaL',e  wa.s  cadled  Ihickaloons 
b\-  Colonel  lirodhead. 

I'our  iMt'Uch  leai^ues  below  this  town  Celoroii  came  to  a  x  illa^e  of  ten 
la_)uses  on  the  left  bank  (jf  the  ri\-er,  iniia]:)itcd  b)'  Delaware,-^  and  Renards. 
The^c  Indian  houses  usually  contained  more  thrni  a  siuj^le  fimily.  I'our  or 
fi\  e  leaj^ues  further  down  lie  ]^assed  a  \  illa,L;e  of  six  houses  on  the  rii;lit  bank 
of  the  river.  Tliis  ma\'  have  been  situated  near  Ilickor)-  Town  in  \'enan<;o 
comity,  and  identical  with  the  Indian  villa,i;e  familiar  to  the  Moravians  as 
Lawanakana,  meanin,:^  Middle  branch  or  stream,  or  ''where  the  waters 
UKet.''  He  next  passed  a  villaj^^e  of  ten  houses,  jjrobably  that  afterwards 
known  to  the  ^Moravians  as  ( Tosh-i;os.h-nnk  or  Place  of  II<'i;s,  where  Rev. 
I)a\-id  Zeisberij^er  a  Moravian  missionarx' commenced  in  i7'')7  to  teach  the 
Indians.  lie  and  his  coadjutor  l>r.  (rotloi^  vSenseman  daily  prea.ched  the 
(iospel  to  their  red  hearers,  who  came  with  faces  ])ainted  white,  black  and 
Vermillion,  and  heads  decorated  with  fox-tails  and  feathers  in  L;reat  nnnd)ers 
to  listen.  The  missionaries  brouj^ht  with  them  several  Moravian  fnuilies, 
built  a  blockhouse,  and  established  a  re;^ular  mission.  The  nuii^iei aus  and  old 
women  amon;^^  the  Indians  \  iolentl\- oppos(.<l  the  Mora\-ians.  "  The\'  aver- 
red that  the  corn  was  blasted  ;  the  deer  and  i^ame  bei^an  Vo  retire  from  the 
woods  ;  no  chestnuts  and  bilberr\  s  wouM  ;^n()W,  because  the  missionaries 
preached  a  strani^e  doctrine,  and  the  Indians  were  chanLduL;  in  tiieir  wa)  of 
lile  ;  so  Ziesl^er^er  was  compelled  to  remo\-e  15  miles  farther  iip  the  river  to 
Lawanakana,  where  he  <;athered  around  him  a  little  settlement,  ljuilt  a 
chapel,  and  ])laced  in  it  a  bell,  the  fust  heard  in  X'enau'^o  count)"  ;  and  here 
tor  two  years  he  prosectited  his  pious  efforts. 

Celoron  then  came  U)  an  Indian  villa;^e  of  ten  lioirscs,  later  ca.lled  \\-n- 
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ano-Q  by  the  En^^-lisli,  a  corruption  of  tlie  Indian  word  In-nun-gali  alluding  to 
rude  and  indecent  fij^ure  that  the  Senecas  found  carved  upon  a  tree  when 
they  first  eanie  to  this  rej^ion.  This  town  was  situated  near  the  site  of 
Fiankliu,  at  tlie  mouth  of  tlie  Riviere  Au\  lioeufs,  now  called  iMeneh  creek. 
Niiu-  miles  helow  I'niiiklin  there  still  reuiains  a  lari;e  rock  covered  with  cur- 
ious Indian  car\-in_iL;s,  close  to  the  water's  edi;e  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
ri\-er,  wliich  lias  excited  the  interest  of  passers  by  from  the  earliest  French 
and  ]uiL;iish  explorers  to  the  raftsinen  of  the  present  day.  It  is  called  the 
Iiulian  (lod/'  and  near  it  Celoron  t)uried  his  second  leaden'  ])late.  Passiu;^- 
a  ri\  er  ha\-iu^'  on  its  upper  waters  si)me  x-illaj^es  of  Loups  and  lro(iU<)is,  Celo- 
ron came  to  Attiipie,  a  lari;e  \'illa^e  of  twenty-two  houses,  situated  on  or  near 
the  Ki>kiminitas  ri\er.  Ilelow  this  town  he  passed  an  old  vSliawueese  \i^- 
la<^e  upon  the  rii^lit  bank  of  the  river,  and  came  finall\'  to  a  \'illa^e  of  Dela- 
waies,  the  finest  seen,  and  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  situated  at  or 
near  Pitts])ur«;h. 

Tlie  Old  Indian  lown  of  Cattau\'an  stood  where  now  is  Kittanin^'.  In 
September  i  75^  lliis  town  was  surprised  l)y  Col.  John  Armstrong-  and  burned. 
The  J)elaware  Indians  who  occupied  it  made  desperate  lesistance  ;  thirty 
or  forty  of  them  were  slain,  includini^  tlieir  resolute  chief  Captain  Jacoljs. 
Ilui^h  Meicer,  afterwards  a  distinguished  American  t^eneral,  and  who  fell  at 
the  battle  of  Princeton,  accompanied  Col.  Arnrstron.i;  (m  the  expedition. 

W'lieu  Col.  lirodhead  in  1779  marched  up  the  Allei;an\',  he  found  five 
miles  a])o\e  Kinzua  in  Warren  count)',  Pa.,  a  large  Seneca  town  called  Vah- 
njon-wa-go,  extending  for  sexxral  miles  along  the  Allegau\-  ri\-er.  Near 
where  once  was  the  center  of  tliis  town,  Coruplanter  made  his  residence.  At 
the  mouth  of  Cold-Spring  creek  in  Cattaraugus  count)'  was  the  \  illage  of 
Che-na-shnn-ga-tan,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  \'alle)'  creek  the  \-illage  of  Ihick- 
tooth,  at  tile  mon  Ji  of  the  dreat  \'alle)'  creek  Kill-bucks  town,  and  in  Car- 
rol Iton  Tu-iie-un-gwan. 

Mrs.  Mar\- Jemison  imparted  much  information  to  the  white  men  respect- 
ing the  Indians  an<l  some  of  their  settlements  in  western  New  York.  She 
was  Known  b\  the  earl)- settlers  as  tlr.'  "  White  Woman.''  She  was  captured 
!))•  the  Indians  in  lier  )-outh  during  the  I'^reiich  and  Indian  wars.  She  was 
so  kindl)-  tieated  b)'  the  Indians  after  her  ca])ti\'it)',  tliat  she  adoj>ted  their 
custoni>  and  na.irric-d  an  Iinlian  husband,  and  lived  with  them  the  remainder 
of  her  da) She  died  in  PufTalo,  September  19,  at  a  \'er)-  ad\  ancc-d 

age,  mucli  e.tcenie*!  for  her  goodne>s  and  intelligence  b)-  both  whites  and 
Indian^.    In  her  little  S')n  on  lier  back,  and  with  her  three  adopted 

Indian  br<  »tliers,  she  jonrne\-ed  from  (  )Iiio  to  Little  P>eardstown,  on  the  (ieue- 
see.     S!le  ^::\  S  : 

Wlu.n  we  ;n':'ived  at  tlie  mouth  of  I'h'ench  creek,  we  hunted  two  da)s, 
and  thence  ca.me  on  to  Coiiewango  creek,  where  we  staid  eight  or  ten  da\s 
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in  consequence  of  onr  liorses  liavint,'-  left  ns  anvl  strayed  into  tlie  woods.  The 
liorses,  liowever,  were  Ibnnd,  and  we  aj^ain  ])re])ared  to  resume  onr  jonrney. 
Dnrinj^  onr  stay  at  that  ])lace,  the  rain  fell  fast  and  raised  the  creek  to  snch 
a  hei,!:;ht,  that  it  was  seeniini;!)'  impossible  for  ns  to  cross  it.  A  nnnd)er  of 
times  we  ventnred  in,  Init  were  compelled  to  retnrn,  1)arely  escaping  with 
onr  li\  es.  At  lem^^th  we  sncceeded  in  swimminj^  onr  horses,  and  reached  the 
0]^posite  shore,  thonj^h  I  and  my  little  boy  bnt  jnst  escaped  from  beins^ 
drowned.  I'Vom  Scuidnsky  the  path  that  we  tra\eled  was  crooked  and 
obscnre,  bnt  was  tolerably  well  nnderstood  by  my  ohlest  brother,  who  had 
traveled  it  a  nnml)er  of  times  when  i;(>in!^  to  and  retnrnin;^-  fro!n  .he  Chero- 
kee wars.  The  fall  by  this  time  was  considerably  a<l\anced,  and  the  rains, 
attended  with  cold  winds,  continued  daily  to  increase  the  difficnllies  of  travel- 
lin,iL!^.  I'rom  Conewan^o  we  came  to  a  place  called  by  the  Indians  Che-na- 
slinn-i^a-tan,  on  the  Allei^any  river,  at  the  month  of  Cold  vSj>iin^  creek,  and 
from  that  to  Twa-wan-ne-^wan,  or  Tn-ne-nn-_*;wan  (which  me  ins  an  eddy  not 
stron;^)  where  the  e:irl\'  frosts  had  destroyed  the  corn,  so  tliat  the  Indians  were 
in  danL;er  of  starvini^  for  want  of  l)read.  Having-  rested  onrseh  es  two  da\  s  at 
that  place,  we  came  to  Caneadea." 

At  the  close  of  the  last  centnr\-,  alon,L;-  the  AlleL;an\-  and  I'renrh  creeks, 
scatt'.Ted  thron_L,di  noi  lliwestern  I'eniis\-1  vania  and  western  N\-w  \'ork  were 
other  Indian  towns.  In  ChanlaiKpia  connt)'  np(Mi  Kiant(^)ne  creek  in  Kian- 
tone,  was  the  small  Indian  villa^i^e  of  Ks-enthono.  In  1795  when  Col.  James 
]\IcMahan  came  np  the  Conewan,L;()  on  his  wa\'  to  the  north  ]>art  of  the 
comity  this  settlement  was  in  existence  and  there  were  fields  of  corn  and  wii;- 
wams  occupied  by  the  Indians.  At  the  site  of  this  Indian  villa,i;e  when  the 
first  settlers  came  afterwards,  the  form  of  cornhills  were  visible  nj^on  lands 
that  appeared  once  to  have  been  cleared  and  which  had  since  i^i'own  np  to 
small  shnd)bery  of  thorns  and  red  plnni.  When  William  liemns  hrst  came 
to  Kller\-  at  I>emns  Point  nnniistakal^le  evidences  remained  that  an  Indian 
scttleinent  had  recently  existed  there.  ]\Iore  than  fifty  acres  alont;  the  creek 
em])raciiijj^  the  site  of  the  present  cemetery  and  the  w(K)ds  adjoiniii;^  showed 
plain  marks  of  previous  cnltivation.  The  more  elevated  parts  a]>i)eared  to 
have  been  abandoned,  and  had  ,i^^rown  np  to  brush  with  here  and  there  a 
lar!L;e  tree.  Where  the  cemetery  is  situated  were  decayed  remains  and  traces 
of  Indian  dwelliniL^^s.  On  liemns  creek  were  two  fields  each  ahont  ten  acres 
in  extent.  The  lower  one  was  at  the  IV)int  and  mo>tly  east  of  the  lake  road, 
the  other  was  half  a  mile  np  the  creek.  Where  these  improvements  were, 
Avild  plnm  trees  <^n-ew  ;  and  there  were  remains  of  ])rnsh  inclosnres,  which 
William  r.emns  repaired,  enabliniL,^  him  to  secure  several  tons  of  hay  the  first 
years  of  his  settlement  there.  Cornhills  were  visible,  <'ind  ]K)tatoes  of  the 
lady  fni'^^er  variety,  that  had  been  i)er]>etnated  from  \  ear  to  year  v.ere  .^row- 
in;;-,  some  of  which  were  leathered  and  ]>lanted  b\'  Wm.  liemns.  lielow 
Iicmns'  at  (jrihith's  Point  were  similar  sii^ns  of  Indian  occn})ation.  About 
four  acres  had  been  cleared  bnt  <;rown  np  to  a  thick  «;rowth  of  oak,  chestnut, 
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soft  maple  and  hickory,  none  more  tlian  six  inclics  in  diameter.  Cornhills 
were  visi!)le  over  tlie  entire  tract.  The  remains  of  what  appeared  to  have 
been  a  \vi;^wai!i  was  found  n|)(>n  a  mound.  Anotlier  field  of  about  one  acre 
existed  at  tlu-  fo^t  of  I!ear  lake  in  Stocktou.  It  is  probalde  that  some  of 
these  places  were  sites  of  \  illai^es  referred  to  in  the  aj^ieeinent  made  between 
the  Indians  and  reniisyl\'ania  on  Januarx'  9,  I7S(;.  There  may  ha\e  been 
other  tracts  within  the  county  that  had  been  earlier  occu])ied  by  the  vSenecas. 
Samuel  A.  Ihown  sa\  s  there  were  se\-eral  tracts  of  considerable  extent 
o\er<4r()wu  l>y  a  tliick  i^rowth  of  trees  nearly  as  hir^e  as  the  forest  trees, 
which  the  oldest  Indians  informed  the  fn'st  settlers  were  used  b\'  their  fathers 
for  ]):antin_i;-  _L;rounds." 

A  fter  the  clo.-^e  of  the  Re\'olntion  that  numerous  ]H)rtion  or  clan  of  the 
wSeneca  nati(^n  residin^^  aloiiL;  the  Alle^i^au)'  \-a]le\'  were  uud.er  the  control  of 
the  war  chief  Cornplanter,  sometiuies  c:dled  John  Od^eel.  Their  domain 
inclu.'ledi  Chautau(jua  cou!U\'  aud  the  rude  improx-em-.-nts  t'otnul  liere  were 
tile  ri'sults  probably  of  the  occupaLicu  ])y  these  Indians,  who  uiuloidUed l)', 
(lui'iu^^-  th.e  last  ceuiur)-,  had  homes  Vvatlnu  the  count)-.  This  clan  was  often 
ref^-rred  to  as  tla'  SeiK ca-A beel  ;  :ind  in  a  ma]>  publi^h.ed  by  Keadi n;^  How  el  1, 
1  7»)..\  tlu-  country  «.f  tile  upper  waters  ot"  the  CoUewan;;o  an<l  Chantauijua 
lake  is  (k->i^naled  as  )'r,eers  Cci)  entona.''  'i'his  map  is  auiou'i^  tiie  I'eun- 
syl\-'iuia  Hist* )ric.i  1  Colleetious. 

Some  of  tlK-  old  Indian  settlements  were  abandoned  innnediatek,'  after  the 
ex])editions  of  Stdli\an  and  ]*>rodhead  in  1779,  and  new  ones  established  in 
this  region.  Amon;^  the^e  were  those  made  in  the  sprin_!^  of  17S0,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Uuffah.  :iud  CattarauL^iis  creeks  by  Senecas  and  other  Indians. 
The  Indian  \  illaj4es  t)fteu  Contained  houses  sufficiently  lar_i;e  to  acco^nmodate 
many  iamilies.  I>eiween  these  villaj^es,  or  leaihhi^;-  from  them  to  their  favor- 
ite huntiuL;-  j^rouuds  and  iishiui:;  places,  were  well-trodden  ])athways,  several 
of  which.  ])as>ed  Lhrt>UL;h  the  count)'  of  Chaititancpia.  A  broad  and  well  worn 
Indian  trail  led  from  Cattarau;^us  creek  thron.!^-]i  the  lake  towns  to  the  kenn- 
S)  !\-ania  khie.  Another  coinmenced  near  the  mouth  of  Cattarauj^irs  creek, 
and  ]  a-sed  oxer  the  ridi^e  in  Arkxvri<.;ht  and  Cluirlotteat  its  lowest  point  then 
tlnou-h  Ch.rlot'.e  CeiiU:  and  .Sinckurville  soirtherl)-  in  the  direction  i>f  the 
Indian  tt»xvns  on  the  Alk.i;anx'  rixer.  Tliis  trail  had  the  a|)pearance  (»f  much 
U"-e  ;  the  roots  of  the  trees  alon^-  its  niai^in  were  marred  and  calloused  ;  and 
at  certain  i^oiuts  it  xvas  xxorn  decplx'  into  the  ;^ri)und.  It  xvas  used  \>y  the 
earl)-  settk-rs  as  a  hi_L;hxx':i)'  or  bridle  |.>:it]i  in  i^oini;  ■  from  the  cen'er  to  the 
nort]^  astern  |Mrt  of  the  couiitx',  :uh1  1)\'  the  Indians  snbse(pientlx'  to  the  set- 
tknient  t.»f  the  ct>unt)-.  Another  Indian  jxith  connnenced  at  the  Indian  set- 
tlement near  the  m.outh.  of  Cattaraii^i^iis  creek,  and  passed  doxvn  the  Conne- 
wan-(»  X'allex-,  thro'a-hthe  eastern  p.irts  of  I  lanox'er,  \'ilIenox'a,  Cherr)- Creek 
audi  Idkhi;^tou.     T!ii^  ])ath  xx'as  used  by'vliitenieii  in  tlie  settknient  (jf  these 


Tiiiv  IxDiAx  TiTij-:. 


139 


towns,  and  l>y  llic  Indians  sn])sc({ncnil\'.  Oilier  Indian  trails  traversed  the 
connty.  In  Carroll  tlicre  was  a  well  woril  path  tliat  k-d  lioni  tlic  Conc- 
wan^o  casturl)'  up  Case  Run  and  throui^li  Co\e\  (»a])  and  I^onc  Run  U)  the 
Allegany  river  near  Onoville  "in  Cattarauii^ns  county.  This  trail  and  the 
fence  constructed  1))'  the  Indians  to  aid  them  in  kirrini^  deer  is  UKntioued  in 
a  letter  hereafter  referred  to  written  in  ijv'^  !>>'  J<>ln^  Tlionipson  to  Amzi 
At  water.  ^. 

I'or  the  purpose  of  extin<^uishini:^  the  Indian  title  so  fountkd  upon  ancient 
and  actual  p(^ssession  of  the  lands  included  in  the  Holland  Purchase,  a  coun- 
cil was  convened  at  IWii;  Tree  on  the  (ienesee.  The  histor)-  of  this  council 
and  some  \  ery  interesting;-  facts  respectini^  the  Oil  vSprini^  Reservation  is  con- 
tained in  an  ad<lreS'>  delivered  by  Jud.^e  Daniel  Sli'-nnan,  of  I'orcstxille, 
before  the  Chautiiuqua  vSociet  y  of  lIistor\'  and  Xatural  vScience  at  janie^lown, 
January  2<^  i'"^'\S.  Jud;:^e  Sherman  w.'is  for  many  yeai's  the  ai;ent  of  these 
Indians  and  fiiuiliar  wilh  the  fael^  rt^'lalcd,  some  (;f  which  ha\e  never  before 
been  ])ubli.shed.     W'e  e\lra(>t  from  hi^  a^ldre^s  : 

"  Ky  the  lre.il\-  at  Hi;^'  Tree  on  (  ii  iii  ->e.'  ri\»,-i',  Septem i)vr  i  '7'^7t 
betwee  n  Robe  i  l  Morris,  and  Red  Jacket,  CoMiolanter,  ( Vox  el  u«  ^r  r.iaek^nake, 
Little  IJeard,  Captain  Toilard,  Ib-t  Ihead,  Captain  Ihdlet,  Vt)un-' Rin-,  John 
Jemison,  and  tliirtx ->even  ollu'r  chiefs  and  saclK.  Uis  of  the  v^eneea  n;Uion,  the 
vSenecas  sold  to  Morris  iill  their  lands  in  \ve>t'v-rn  Xew  \'«»rk,  (a •ntainiui;' 
3,750,()()0  acres,  for  Sioo^ooo,  beini;  at  the  rate  ol  tw(j  and  one-h.al f  cents  ])er 
acre  (cxceplin.iLr  certain  reservations,)  which  funds  are  held  in  trust  and 
invested  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  vStates,  and  interest  thereon  paid 
annually  in  annuities  by  the  United  Strites  Indian  ai^ent  to  the  heads  of 
families  of  the  Senecas.  The  Senecas  reserved  the  following'  ten  reserwa- 
tions  :  CattarauL^ns  reser\ation,  contair.iuL;-  2C),S(*''c)  acres  in  tlie  counties  of 
Chautampia  and  ICrie  ;  Alle;;an>-  reservation  in  Cattaran,^;us  county,  contain- 
ing': forty-two  s(piares  miles  ;  linffalo  Creek  reservation  in  luie  county,  con- 
taining; one  hundred  and  thirt\'  scpiare  miles  ;  Tonaw.anda  reserxation  in  the 
counties  of  bh  ie,  (icnesee  and  Xia.^ara,  containing  se\eait\-one  sipiare  miles  ; 
Conawau.L;us  reservation,  containin;^'-  two  sfpiari.'  miles;  Hit;  Tree  reservation, 
containim.',-  two  s(|uare  miles;  Little-  Leaid's  ri-S(  r\-ati<»n,  containin;^  two 
s(|nare  miles;  vS(juawky  Hill  reser\-ation,  C(Mi(ainim;  two  sfjtiare  miles;  Oor- 
(Umu  reserx  at ion,  containing;  t weut\'-ei; dit  :>(|uai'e  miles  ;  K.i-own-a-de-an 
reservation,  containim^'  sixteeai  s(piare  miles  ;  in  all  337  MjUare  miles,  'i'he 
vSenecas  intende<l  to  reserx  e  also  the  ()il  vSjirin^;  re -erx-ation,  one  nn'le  stpiare, 
containing  their  fnnous  oil  sprin,Li  three  miles  xvest  of  Cuba  in  the  counties 
of  Allei^anx-  and  Cattaraugus.  It  is  a  muddx',  ciicular  pool  of  water  about 
thirty  feet  in  diameter,  on  loxv,  marsh;/  i^round,  xvithout  or.tlel  and  appar- 
ently without  ]»ottom.  The  Indians  have  leathered  oil  fn»ni  it  from  time 
immemorial,  called  vSeneca  (nl,  which  they  have  used  for  medicinal  ])ur- 
])oses.  They  have  a  tradition  that  manx-  centuries  iv^i)  a  very  tat  s(piaxv  fell 
into  this  pool  and  sank  never  to  rise,  and  ever  since  that  event  vSeneca  oil 
lias  risen  to  the  surface  of  the  water  in  considerable  (piantities.  It  is  with- 
out doubt  the  same  oil  spring  mentioned  in  tlic  letter  of  instruction,  dated 
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Albany,  September  3,  1700,  of  Lord  Belmont  to  Colonel  Romer,  his  majesty's 
chief  eni^ineer  in  America,  with  respect  to  locatin,ij^  the  liritish  fort  at  Onon- 
daj^^a,  in  wiiich  letter  his  lordship  instrncted  Colonel  Romer  abont  locatin<j^ 
the  fort,  and  that  he  was  to  visit  the  conntryof  all  of  the  Five  Nations,  and 
says  :  Von  are  to  j^o  and  x'isit  the  well  or  s])rino-  which  is  eij^ht  miles 
be\'ond  the  Senecas'  fnrther  castle,  which  it  is  said,  blazes  np  into  a  flame  when 
a  lii^'htetl  coal  is  pnt  into  it."  It  is  stated  that  Colonel  Romer  did  as  he  was 
instrncted,  and  that  from  that  time  forward  the  h'ive  Nations  were  entirely 
de\'oted  and  wedded  to  the  interests  of  the  Ivn^lisli. 

The  Oil  vS[)rinj4-  reserx'ation  not  beint^-  reserx'ed  by  the  treat\'  at  JM,;^'  Tree, 
tile  le_L;al  tHle  to  it  passed  from  the  vSenecas  to  Robert  Morris,  with  the 
other  lands  of  tliat  j^nrchase,  and  tliron,L;h  him  to  the  Holland  land  company 
and  its  grantees  by  the  ret^ular  chain  of  title  to  lienjamin  Chand)erlain,  vSta- 
ley  N.  Clarke  and  William  (rhalli^er,  land  owners  at  J'yllicottville,  who  also 
owned  the  huitls  snrronndim;  it.  The>'  lujwever  sn])i>osed  that  it  was  an 
Indian  reservation,  and  had  treated  it  as  snch  nntil  after  Mr.  Clarke  was  sent 
to  Conj^ress  as  representatixe  from  this  district,  when,  npon  examinin<^  his 
book  of  treaties  in  tlie  com;ressional  library,  he  first  discovered,  to  his  i^reat 
snrprise,  that  the  ( >il  ST)rin^  reser\-ation  was  not  mentionetl  as  reserved  to 
the  vSen.eca.s  in  the  treaty,  and  that  tlie  lei^al  title  to  it  was  in  him  and  his 
two  ]^artners.  They  immediatel  \'  took  formal  possession  of  it,  and  snr\  eyed  it 
into  fonre(pial  ])arcels  ;  one  (piarter  of  it  was  st)ld  and  con\-e\  ed  to  e\-,i;overnor 
Horatio  Se\  nionr  of  Utica,  bnt  the  (piarter  containing  the  oil  sprinj^  they  con- 
veyed to  one  Philonins  I'attisoii,  who  cleared  n])and  fenced  abont  ei.i,dit\'  acres, 
erected  a  lio'.ise  and  barn  and  set  ont  an  orchard.  This  was  in  1S56,  when  I  was 
attorney  ior  the  Senecas  l)y  a])pointment  of  the  i;o\ernor  of  the  state.  'J'he 
Senecas,  indi^^nant  ai  the  action  of  the  land  a_<;ents,  in  conncil  directed  their 
attorney  to  inimeiliateh-  brin-L^-  an  action  of  ejectment  to  recover  the  possess- 
ion of  the  oil  sprin<^,  which  tlie\'  had  always  claimed  as  their  own,  nsin<^  the 
oil  for  medicinal  pnrposes,  and  selling;;  tind)er  from  it,  and  nsinj^  it  every 
year  for  campim;  purposes  in  j^oin^;  back  and  forth  between  their  reserva- 
tions on  the  (xenesee  ri\er  and  the  Alle^i^any  reserve.  I  innnediately  com- 
menced an  investi,L;ation  to  find  evidence  of  the  title  of  the  vSenecas  to  this 
reservation,  pariicularh'  to  fmd  the  Hrst  map  of  the  Holland  Comj)any 
of  their  lands  in  western  New  York,  made  by  Joseph  Hllicott  abont  iSoi. 
I  made  search  foi-  iiiis  ma])  in  the  land  offices  at  l^llicottville,  liatavia  and 
Ma\  \  ille  bnt  in  vain  ;  I  visited  the  oldest  chiefs  and  Indians  on  the  reserva- 
tions to  find  the  map  and  learn  of  them  what  they  knew  abont  the  treaty  at  Ih'i( 
Tree  in  1797.  I  f«»nnd  three  Indians  who  were  present  at  the  treat)'.  (  )ne 
ol  these  was  (fi)\ernor  iJkicksnake  then  one  liundred  and  thirteen 
years  old,  wliose  Indian  name  was  7^/-:. v/-^r-//,  siiL^ni f>  ini^  chainbreaker." 
His  hjiL^lisli  iKHii'. ,  ( if  )\  eriior  Illacksnake,  was  iL;i\  en  to  him  by  Tresideiit 
Washiii'^ton  ».'n  tlu-  occasion  of  the  liist  x'isit  of  this  fimoiis  war  chief  of  the 
vSeiK-cas  and  l^'ornplaiUc-r  on  business  f)r  their  people  to  the  then  seat  of  <^()V- 
erinneiit  at  I'liihulclplii:!.  I  found  I ilacksihake,  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit 
to  him,  at  his  residence  on  the  banks  of  the  Allegany  rix'cr,  two  miles  behjw 
Coldsprin^;-,  C'»ufiue'l  to  his  ])ed  fr<>ui  a  fall,  that  dislocated  his  hip  and  from 
wliicli  he  never  reco\ered.  I  asked  him,  throu;L;'h  my  inter])reler,  Harrison 
Halflown,  what  he  knew  about  tlie  treat)-  at  VA'j;  Tree.     He  said  he  was 


TiiK  Indian  Titij:. 


141 


there  and  knew  all  about  it  ;  that  it  was  a.i^reed  ii])()n  all  around  lliat  tlie  oil 
spriujL^  should  be  reser\-ed  one  niilr  sipiare  ;  that  when  the  treaty  w.is  read 
ox  er  in  i)resence  of  all  the  ehiet's  it  was  notieed  and  mentioned  that  the  oil 
sprinj^  had  been  left  out  of  the  treaty,  and  that  then  Thomas  Morris,  who  was 
the  attorne)'  for  Robert  Morris,  drew  \ip  a  ])a])er  whieh  he  deseribed  as  about 
three  inclies  wide  and  twice  as  loni^;,  and  handed  it  to  Pleasant  Lake,  a  lead- 
ing Seneca  sachem,  and  stated  to  the  chiefs  that  tliat  pa])er  contained  the  oil 
s])rin,L;s.  I>1  icksnake  said  he  did  not  know  what  became  of  this  ])aper,  that 
Pleasant  Lake  soon  after  went  to  ( )iionda_!L;a  and  flied  there.  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  e\er  seen  a  map  of  .the  Seneca  reservations.  He  said  he  had  one  in 
his  chest  un(  er  the  bed  on  which  he  was  lyinj;-.  He  told  Harrison  Hal  flown 
my  interpreter,  to  pull  out  the  chest,  which  he  did,  and  openini;-  it,  we  found 
what  I  had  Ioujl;  searched  for,  the  first  ma])  of  the  Holland  purchase,  made  in 
iSoi  by  Josei)h  ICllicott,  the  surve\'or  of  the  Hollajid  coiuj^any  and  its  hist 
a<^ent  at  liatr  \'ia,  and  who  was  ])resent  at  the  \\\<^  Treetreat>-  and  sii^ned  the 
treat\-  as  a  witness.  I  asked  (rovernor  lilacksnake  how  he  came  ])y  that 
map.  He  said  that  Jose|>h  l^llicott  ])resented  it  to  the  Senecas  in  a  i^eiieral 
council  of  tlic  chiefs  and  warriors  at  the  Tonawanda  reservation  about  iNoi, 
that  I'dlicott  made  a  speech  to  tiie  Senecas,  in  which  he  stated  that  that  maj) 
contained  a  correct  description  of  the  ele\'en  reser\ations  reser\ed  to  the 
vSenecas  b\-  the  treat)'  at  Hi^i;'  Tree,  four  \  ears  previously  ;  that  the  eleven 
])laces  marked  in  red  on  the  map  belon_<;e(l  to  the  red  men.  Amoni;  the 
])laces  so  marked  was  the  Oil  Sprini^  reservation.  Klacksnake  said  that  this 
map  was  entrusted  to  his  care  and  keej)in,!L:^  by  the  vSeneca  chiefs,  and  that  he 
had  had  it  in  his  ]M)ssession  ever  since.  On  this  occasion  (fO\ernor  lilack- 
suake  e\hil)ited  two  siKx-r  medals  which  had  been  ])resented  to  him  at  differ- 
ent times'by  President  \Vashin,^toii.  On  one,  dated  i  796.  ther«.  wa-<  eni^ raved 
the  ]>icture  of  a  white  man  and  Indian  chief  shaking;  hands.  (  >ne,  as  he  said, 
was  his  j^reat  father,  Oeor^e  Washin.^ton,  and  the  other  ('ro\ernor  I>Iacksnake. 
There  is  some  uncertainty  about  the  ex.ict  a;^e  of  (  lox  ernor  li];»cksnake.  He 
died  vSeptember  29,  iSs,9.  Nathaniel  T,  vStron,!^-,  a  leading  educated  Seneca, 
a  graduate  of  ruioii  coHcl^c,  duriniL^'-  many  years  clerk  and  counselor  of  the 
Seneca,  nation,  and  who  deli\-ered  an  able  le  cture  upon  Red  Jacket,  before-  the 
PulTalo  Historical  vSociety  a  few  \  ears  since,  sa\s  in  an  nrticle  ])u1)lis1ied  o\'er 
his  sii^mature  in  the  AVrr  )b;-/- .SV///  in  1S59,  that  (hixernor  lilaeksnake  was 
born  in  17;^^,  and  was  i  32  years  old  at  his  death.  This  is  ])retty  !L;<H>d 
authoiilx  ;  but  Hariisou  Halftoxs-n,  another  leading;  edueate-d  vSeueca,  now 
lix  iu'.;.  and  who  was  ;i  near  neighbor  io  and  \-ery  intimate  with  (i(»\-i'rnor 
lllacksnake,  says  that  he  was  born  in  1742,  and  that  his  opinion  is  formed 
from  data  of  certain  well-known  e\-ents  which  Illacks.nake  had  often  slated 
to  him,  and  amou!^^  otliers  that  he  was  thirteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  Prad- 
ock's  defeat  in  1755,  and  was,  therefore,  of  the  a<;e  of  117  years  at  his  death. 
I  first  saw  (rovernor  Hlacksiiake  in  t<S52.  He  was  then  a  tall,  slim  man, 
strai<^ht  as  an  arrow,  with  very  keen,  jnercin;;,  black  e\  es,  of  commandiu!^ 
presence,  hair  slio;htly  j^ray,  the  deep  furrows  in  his  face  indicatinij;- ,i;reat  a.i;e. 
Four  years  later,  when  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness,  he  was  subjected  to  a 
riorid  cross-examination  as  a  witness  in  the  Oil  Spring  suit,  and  exhibited 
<;rcat  clcarnes.s  of  recollection  and  vij^or  of  mind.  This  map  is  on  file,  with 
tlie  testimony  of  Blacksiiake  taken  on  tlie  trial  of  the  action  to  recover  the 
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Oil  Spniij4  reservation,  in  the  clerk's  office  of  Cattarau^^ns  comity  at  Little 
Willey.  On  his  evidence,  and  of  other  Indians  who  were  ])resent  at  the 
treat}',  C()rr(>lH)nitin^;  lUacksnake,  and  ])aiticnlarh'  the  testimony  of  Hon. 
8tale\'  X.  Clarke,  who  was  called  as  a' witness  for  the  Indians,  the  Si  iieca 
nation  recovered  a  verdict.  Clarke  testified  that  he  had  always  regarded  this 
trael  as  an  Indian  reservation,  and  had  treated  it  as  snch  np  to  the  time  he 
went  to  compress.  The  first  trial  was  had  before  Jndj^e  Johnson  and  a  jnry, 
bnt  owin_<^  t<>  an  error  in  the  jndj^e's  charj;e  to  the  jnr>'  the  jndjL^inent  was 
reversed  1)\'  the  general  term  of  the  sn|)reme  conrt  and  a  new  trial  jj^ranted. 
On  the  second  trial,  before  J ud'^e  Richard  P.  Marvin  and  a  jnr\',  the  vSenecas 
attain  had  judgment  for  recox  ery  of  the  reservation.  The  defendants,  tliron,!;h 
their  counsel,  Hon.  A.  i).  Rice,  aj)peale(l  to  the  <;eneral  term,  which  affirmed 
the  judi^inent  at  the  circuit.  The  case  was  apjK^aled  l)y  the  defendants  to 
the  c(jnrt  of  appeals,  which  affirmed  the  jndi^nneiit  of  the  *;eneral  term  and 
circuit,  fully  otablishiii'L;  the  title  in  the  Indians.  Ciiauncey  Tucker,  of 
]>uffalo,  was  assoeiated  with  me  as  counsel  on  these  trials.'' 

The  hisiorx-  of  the  Six  Nations  subsecpient  to  the  treaty  of  Hi^  Tree  and 
their  pre>ent  status  constitute  :in  interesting^' subject.  W'c  shall  only  consider 
those  who  dwell  on  the  Cattaraugus  reser\atiou  which  lies  ])artly  within  our 
county,  and.  those  of  the  .MleL^any  aiul  Cornplanler  reserx'ations.  In  this  I 
a_!^ain  co|)\"  ivoiw  Judi^e  Daniel  Shermairs  address  : 

r>\  ti"e.it\  held  at  r)Ulfalo  Criek  reservation,  .Xui^u.st  ^^i,  the  Seiiecas 

sohl  to  the  (  >L;(]t-n  land  com:  any  tlieir  si\  reser\atit »n^  on  tlie  (leiie.^ee  ri\'er, 
33,40(1  acres  of  the  Touawanda  I'eserx'ation,  ^^^^J\^'J  acres  of  P.uff.do  Creek  res- 
ervation, in  I'h  ie  county,  one  sipiare  mile  in  the  town  of  I  Iano\-er,  Chautau- 
qua couutx ,  tile  'Muile  sti'ip"  and  ''mile  S(iuare,''  in  Ivrie  couut\',  of  the  Cat- 
taurau^^ns  rc->er\-atiou — in  all  >>-,^2()  acres,  ior  ,>  )S,2i^),  beim;  at  the  rate  of 
about  35  ceut>  pel-  acre.  These  lands  were  amom;-  the  richest  and  most  \'alu- 
able  in  we>tern  Xew  York.  The  tieaty  was  executed  in  the  presence  of 
()li\er  b'orward,  commissioner  on  behalf  of  the  United  vStates,  Xathaiiiel 
Ciorham,  superintendent  for  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  witnessed  bv 
Jas])er  Parish,  Tuited  States  Indian  a^^eiit,  and  Horatio  Jones,  United  States 
interpreter,  and  was  >iiL;iied  b\-  fort\-se\-eu  chiefs  and  sachems  of  the  vSeueca 
nation,  aniouL;'  whom  appear  the  names  of  Red  Jacket,  Vouiil^-  Kim;',  Corn- 
])lanter,  Oovernor  lUacksnake,  Ca])tain  Strouij;',  Tall  Chief,  Ca]itain  I^)llard, 
Two  Onus,  vSilverheels,  Captain  vShon<Li:o,  Halftown,  Tall  IVter,  Twenty 
Canoes,  lUue  lC\'es,  Red  l\\es,  S.ueca  White,  Charles  O.  I'eal,  .Son  of  Corn- 
j)lanter,  and  other  well-known  chiels  of  the  vSenecas,  all  of  whom  are  sup- 
posed to  ha\e  lono-  since  departed  to  the  "  happy  hunting  rounds.''  543,230 
of  the  moue\-  paid  to  the  Senecas  for  these  lands  were  in\'ested  in  stock  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  I'nited  vStates,  and  transferred  to  the  ( )ntario  bank  at  Can- 
andaij^ua,  and  afterwards  to  the  I'nited  vStates  treasury  in  trust  f(»r  the  vSene- 
cas, u|)on  which  tlie\'  have  receix'cd  each  \  ear  since  1S26  annuity  interest  at 
3  ])er  cent.,  amounting;  anijually  to  52,162.30. 

"The  Cattaran,i;us  reservation  had  in  1SS3  an  Indian  population  of  1,640, 
1,41s  Senecas,  136  Cayui^^as,  4S  OiioudaL;as,  4  Tuscaroras,  and  14  Tona- 
wanda  Senecas,  l^eini;;  an  increase  since  the  state  census  of  1S63  of  293. 
The  Senecas  of  AIle<;any,  Cattarauj^us,  and  Cornplanter Tcservatioiis,  nnnd)er- 
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inj^  "»3ii»  own  the  Allc.^any  and  CattaraL^us  reservations,  subjccl  to  \vliaic\  cr 
rii;lits  of  occnpancy  the  314  ( )non(laL;;as  and  CayniL^as  residing:  with  them  nia\- 
lia\e  therein.  This  preemption  rij^lit  is  deri\ed  iVom  tlie  prior  diseo\ery  of 
tlie  territory  civilized  man,  and  in  tliis  instance  restricts  tlie  Senecas  from 
scllin.i:^  to  others  tlian  the  (.),i;dcn  land  com])any  and  its  <;rantees.  Tl\e  O.^den 
land  com]^any  claim  that  this  rii^ht  of  preemption  embraces  the  lee  of  tlie 
land,  and  that  tlic  Indians  have  the  ri;^ht  of  occn])anc\-  only  so  lono-  as  their 
tribal  relation  continncs.  The  Senecas  claim  the  a])s<^lnte  ownership  of  the 
Alle<T^any  and  Cattaranj^us  reservations  in  fee,  snbject  onl\- to  the  ri.i^ht  of  the 
Oi^den  land  company  to  pnrchase  whatever  they  shall  elect  to  sell.  This  pre- 
emption ri<;ht  of  the  ();;den  land  com])any  is  a  sonrce  of  i^reat  nneasiness 
to  the  Indians  of  Cattaran<;ns  and  Alle^i^any  reser\ations.  resting  as  a  clond 
n])on  the  title  of  their  lands.  It  stifles  indnstr\-  by  with  hold  in_;L;  the  best 
incentives  to  it,  the  natural  desire  of  man  to  acquire  j)roperty,  and  the  attach- 
ments ot"  home  and  tamily.  The  vSenecas  ha\e  heretofore  resisted  e\ery 
effort  made  by  the  slate  of  New  York  to  induce  them  to  allot  their  lands  in 
severalty,  under  the  a])prehension  that  such  .allotment  mi^ht  result  in  break- 
in-LT  ti]>  their  tribal  relations,  and  so  lorteit  their  reser\  ations  to  the  ( ),i^den  l.md 
company.  "  Xotwithstandint;  the  Indians  of  Cattaraui^ns  reservation  ha\-e 
hejd  their  land  in  common,  and  ha\-e  not  ])ossessed  the  u^u.il  in(\Miti\es  to 
industry  of  other  ]">eople,  they  ha\'e  made  .i^ood  pro'^res-;  in  ci\-iH/.ation  dur- 
iu'^  tlie  ]x\si  t\vent\-five  years.  In  education,  increase  in  po]»ulalion,  inlelli- 
,u:ence,  wealth  and  substantial  comforts  <>(  life,  their  ])ro.L;res>  has  been  (piile 
remarkable.  The  Thomas  asylum  on  the  CattarauLiUs  reser\ation  \\a^  ineor- 
])orated  1)y  an  act  of  our  state  leL;'islature  in  i'*^.S.S>  with  Rev.  A>her  \\'ri:L;ht, 
l{ber  M.  Petit,  and  three  oUier  white  men  and  li\-e  Iri(lian>  as  tru^-lees,  and 
hns  1)een  since  then  in  successful  o]H'ration.  It  receiwd  its  name  froin  Thili]) 
Iv  Thomas,  of  lialtimoie,  Marx  land,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  1m  icnds,  wlio 
contrihuted  funds  for  its  estabiishment.  It  is  op(.n  to  all  the  or]>]ian  and 
destitute  Indian  cliildren  of  the  vSix  Nations,  au<l  has  1)een  from  the  fu'st 
under  excellent  mana,L;ement,  and  is  one  of  the  mo^t  beneficent  in;>tiluti' ins 
of  public  charitx'  in  the  state.  The  number  of  children  of  both  sexes,  has 
averaged  alxnit  hk).  The  .i;'irls  ha\'e  been  tau^L^ht  to  labor  in  household  work, 
and  the  boys  in  manual  labor  upon  the  farm  and  in  the  shops  connected  wiih 
theas\  lum.  About  30  acres  of  broom  corn  has  been  raised  annualK-  u])on 
the  farm,  which  the  Indian  boys  in  the  winter  have  manufactured  into 
brooms,  brin!L;in<^  quite  an  income  to  the  institution.  The  state  aj^propriates 
annually  about  i^io,ooo  for  its  sup})ort.  There  are  ten  Indian  da\-  schools 
on  this  reservation,  taught  32  weeks  each  year,  .and  mostl>-  su])])orted  b\' 
annual  a])propriations  from  the  state.  There  has  been  duriuiL,^  about  ten 
\ears  .an  industrial  school  at  Cattarau<;-irs  reserv.ition,  under  the  sole  chari^e 
of  Mrs  Laura  M.  Wri^^^ht,  widow  of  the  late  Reverend  Asher  Wrii^^ht,  for  the 
instruction  of  the  Indian  women  of  Cattarauj^us  reservation  in  needle  work, 
and  for  the  manufaclure  ofclothin<^  for  their  families  and  for  destitute  Indian 
children  from  cloth  donated  mostly  by  benevolent  ])ersons  in  P.o^ton  and 
New  Vork  city,  and  by  otlier  bc*nevoleiit  ])ersous.  The  United  Slates  has 
appropriated  a  few  hundred  dollars  for  the  .same  })urpose.  Mrs.  \Vri<.(ht's 
services  have  been  gratuitou.s. 

'*  Aiuon^  the  action.s  of  local  interest  prosecuted  by  the  Seneca  nation  was 
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Olio  to  cstablisi)  the  wcsIltii  boundary  of  the  Cattaran<;iis  reservation.  The 
aclioii  was  commenced  in  iS^o,  and  continned  throiit^h  the  official  lives  of 
three  successi\'e  attorneys  for  the  Seiieciis  and  a  ])art  of  the  fourth.  Harris 
L.  Knii^ht  had  a  dam  across  tlie  CattaraujL^us  creek  at  Ir\  in<»-,  and  a  \'alua])le 
sawmill  on  its  north  ])ank.  Me  claimed  that  his  (him  and  -mill  were  on  his 
own  land,  and  that  t!ie  we.->t  bounds  of  the  reserx'ation  were  on  the  north 
ba.nk  of  the  civek  ;  tl:e  Seiiecas  claimed  the  b.oundar\-  line  was  down  the 
centre  <>f  the  creek,  'i'lie  acti<)n  was  tried  fu'e  times  at  the  lu'ie  circuit,  and 
the  Seneca  nation  beaten  on  each  tricih  the  circuit  jiulj^es,  anu)!!^;' theni  Judi^e 
Harris  of  Albany,  each  holdin;^-  that  the  true  boundary  line  was  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  stream.  The  lethal  (juestion  invol\-ed  ^rew  out  of  the  construc- 
tion to  be  j^iveii  to  tlie  words  in  the  last  boundars'  line  of  the  reser\ation, 
as  mentioned  in  thetreat\-  concluded  at  Ihiffalo  creek  reservation,  June  30,, 
1S02,  which  defined  its  boundary  as  ''commencing-  at  a  stake  standiin.^-  on 
the  north  bank  of  Cat tara.i^- us  creek,  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  ICrie  ;  thence 
b\-  \-arioiis  collides  around  the  reser\-ation  to  its  southwest  corner  ;  thence 
noith  (crossini;  the  creek)  to  a  stake  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Cattarau«^us 
creek;  tJu'iicr  do:,)!  the  sa))u\  ali)iit^-  tlw  scz'tral  nuamiers  Uwicd/ to  f/ir 
pldCi'  of  hi-'iiiiniini^,  bciiij;  to  the  (»ther  stake  naiU'jd  as  standinj^  on  the  north 
bank.''  The  ca:^ie  hav  iiii;  been  carried  to  the  Court  of  A])j)eals,  the  vS<.necas 
finally  suc-ceede<l,  the  Hue  boundary  beiui;'  held  to  be  the  center  of  the 
creek.'' 

''The  Alle^t^any  reserxation,  locat<.-d  on  l)oth  sides  of  the  Alle«;an\-  river,  in 
CattaraUL^ns  count\',  is  almost  35  niiles  loni^-,  and  contains  42  s(|U,ire  miles, 
\  ar\  in_L;  in  width  from  one  to  two  and  one-half  miles.  The  lari^er  portion  of 
it,  immediateh- joiniuL;  the  ri\er,  is  le\el  and  fertile;  the  balance  broken  and 
hillw  It  was  fornierl)-  co\ered  with  hea\y  pine  timber,  and,  until  recenth', 
the  lumberiu!:;  business,  which  was  extensi \-ely  carried  on  there,  tended 
_i;reatly  to  demoralize  the  Indians  ])\-  dix-erlini;  iheir  alleiilion  from  farmin<^, 
an<l  brin;^iiiL;  them  in  coiuacl  with  deinorali/iniL^  inllueiici.s.  Its  ]>re>ent 
Ir.duin  lobulation  is  i>2(j.  i)eiii!^  an  increase  of  173  since  ^^33.  There  are  six 
Indiaii  (Ui\-  selie-ols  on  tiii^  re>er\-ation  .supported  t>\  the  state.  The  most  of 
the  Indi^nis  rt.-si«led  on  the  southwest  j^art  of  the  res(.-r\e,  towai'ds  the  state 
line,  which  is  nune  isolated  tlian  tlie  rest  iVom  r.iilroad  towns,  and  this  por- 
tion of  iheni  a!\-  making;  lair  pro^;i'ess  in  ci\  ili/atioii.  The  .Soeiet \  < it  l-h  iends 
at  IMii iadelji'iia  ha\-e,  during  23  \eais  past,  maintained,  in  cM)nnection  with  a 
la!;je  larni,  a  manual  labor  ^chool  adjoinin--  this  ]  art  of  the  resei  \'ation,  at 
an  annual  ex]  eiise  of  ab>)nt  ^3,1  ><)().  '  This  school  has  be^  n  under  most  excel- 
lent <liscipline  and  mauj^^emeiit,  and  has  had  an  annual  attendance  ol"  about 
30  In<lian  cnildreu,  niostjv  boys.  In  this  scliool  the  Indian  pu])ils  ha\e  been 
boardied,  clothed,  and  educated,  and  tau^^ht  to  work,  the  school  ]jv,'in<;'  wholly 
su]>])orted  throuiL^h  the  1)ene\'olent  and  generous  contributions  ot  the  (juak- 
ers  at  Philadelphia,  who  ha\-e  alwa\s  been  the  steadfast  friends  of  the 
Seiiecas,  protectinj^  their  interests  in  treaties  with  white  people,  and  in  all 
their  ])ublic  alTairs.  The  vSenecas  of  Alle«j^an\-  and  CattaraujL^'Us  reser\atioiis 
were  incorporated  l)y  act  of  (.)ur  le,!^islature  in  i<*^43,  under  the  name  of  the 
Seneca  nation  of  Indians,  with  the  rij^ht  to  briii*;  actions  in  the  courts  of  this 
state  in  ail  cases  relatin^i;  to  their  common  propjrt)  ,  l)y  an  attorne\-  appointed 
b\'  the  *;overiior.    The\-  have  maintained  durinj^  35  )  ears  a  ie[)ublican  form 
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of  iLiON  crnmcnt,  willi  a  president,  council,  trcasnrcr,  and  clerk,  elected  annr 
alh'  ])y  ballot,  also  a  |)eacc-niaker's  court  on  each  reserxation,  haviniL^  juri  - 
diction  in  actions  between  Indians,  and  authority  to  administer  upon  estate  ; 
of  deceased  persons. 

The  Cornplanter  reser\ation  on  the  Alle,<;any  river,  in  Warren  count  , 
Pa.,  contains  761  acres  of  choice  lands  on  the  ri\er  ])ott<»nis.     The  connno  - 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  .ij^ranted  this  reservation  in  fee  to  the  famous  w.. 
chief  and  wisest  counsellor  of  the  vSix  Nations,  ( 'iv-aiii-a'ac-hia ,  or  Cornplantt  , 
March  16,  1796,  for  his  many  valuable  services  to  the  white  ])eo]^le,  especial 
that  most  important  one  in  preventini^  the  vSi\  Nations  of  New  York  fro:  • 
join in«:i;  the  confederac)'  of  western  Indians,  in  1790  and  17(^1,  in  the  wr./ 
which  terminated  in  the  \-ictor)'  of  (rcneral  Wayne,  in  1794.     Pennsyh  ar.  > 
has  erected  a  fine  monu.nent  to  the  memor\-  of  Cornplanter  on  this  r^serv  - 
tion.     His  descendants  and  other  vSenecas,  nnmberini^  ninety-three,  reside  (.  1 
the  reser\ation,  which  was  alhHted   to   them  in    1.S71,  by  counnissione  . 
appointed  b\-  Penns\  lvania,  with  power  to  sell  onl\'  to  descendants  of  Cor  • 
planter  .and  other  vSeneca  Indians.     These  Cornplanter  In<lians  are  reco,i;ni/.e  ! 
by  the  Senecas  of  Alle<^any  and  Cattarau.L;;us  reservations  as' owninj^  e(iU..': 
riL;hts  with  them  in  those  reserx  ations,  and  share  with  them  in  the  annuitic- . 
pa\"alde  under  the  treaties  with  the  United  vStates.     They  are  a  tempera'  , 
thrifty  peo])le,  are  <;-ood  farmers,  and  are  increasini^  yearh'  in  population.  Ti 
allotment  of  their  lands  in  severalt\'  and  in  fee  ha^s^reath'  contril)Uted  to  tht  '• 
prosperit\'  and  ci\'ilization  by  affoidin^-  a  new  incentive  to  indnstr>-.  The'e 
is  a  ]>ublic  sentiment  that   the   Indian  tribes  are   fast  d>in:^  out.  How- 
ever this  max    be  with   other   Indian  tribes,  is    it   not   true-   as    to  t.  • 
orij^inal  vSix  Nations  of  New  York.     In  the  last  100  vears  thou^^ands  of  the  ; 
ha\e  mi<;rated  from  this  state  to  Canada  and  the  west.     9  ps  Mohawks  are:  ' 
the  ba\-  of  Ouintc  :  3,230  are  on  (irand  ri\  er  ;  1,132  at  vSt.  Reii^is  :  1,4^3  - 
Cau.^hnawa^a  ;  770  ( )neidas  on  the  Thames,  makin<;-  a  ^land  total  in  Cana  • 
of  7,3S2.     Add  to  these  1,3  10  ( )iieidas  at  ( rreen  liay,  Wisconsin;  4n>vSei.  - 
cas  and  Ca\  n,i;;as  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  the  3,119  ol  the   Six  Natio  ; 
in  this  state,  and  we  have  a  ^^rand  total  of  14,621 — a  larii^er  numlK-r  of  tii 
Six  Nations  of  New  York,  and  their  descendants  now  lixini^^  in  this  state,  ■•, 
Canada  and  the  west,  than  can  be  shown  by  any  authentic  account  of  tli 
nund)ers  in  the  last  130  \ears.     Their  actual  increase  in  thisstate  >inee  , 
is  1,239,  and  the  rejxjrt  of  the  interior  department  of  Canada,  shows  that  t 
Iroquois  in  that  province  are  n(jt  only  increasin<;  in  population,  but  makii; 
very  <^ood  pro(rress  in  civilization,  more  so  than  the  other  numerous  Ind.  . 
tribes  in  Canada." 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

HOLLAND  LAND  COMPANY'S  SURVEYS. 

WH  HA\'E  now  traced  the  title  to  the  territory  included  within  the 
bounds  of  Chautauqua  county  from  ^lassachusetts  to  the  Holland 
Company.  The  Indian  title  having  been  extinguished,  the  Hol- 
land Company  prepared  to  survey  the  lands  and  offer  them  for  sale  and  settle- 
ment. 

Tlie  original  members  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  consisted  of  eleven 
citizens  of  the. republic  of  P>atavia  now  Holland.  The  most  of  them  were 
staid  uK-rchants  of  Amsterdam.  They  had  faith  in  the  success  of  our  Repub- 
lican form  of  gox  ernmcnt,  then  regarded  by  most  of  the  civilized  world  as 
Init  a  \-isionar\-  experiment,  and  the  sagacity  to  forsee  the  energy  and  enter- 
prise tlial  a  free  j)eople  would  display  in  reclaiming  the  vast  wilderness  of 
America.  The\'  had  also  that  confidence  in  their  own  judgment  in  this  respect 
as  to  in \  est  a  hirge  sum  of  moues'  in  tlie  wild  lands  of  New  York.  TIie\' 
and  their  ai^enls  were  .generally  honorable  men.  The  first  general  agent 
thev  .sent  to  America  was  Theophilus  Cazeno\-e.  lie  arrived  at  Philadelpliia 
which  ])ecame  the  headcpuirlers  of  the  company  a  little  hiter  than  1790.  In 
Jul)-,  17,97,  he  emr»lo\  ed  Joseph  Hllicott  as  principal  surveyor.  He  returned 
to  Iuut)pe  in  1799.  He  was  succeeded  by  Paul  Husti  in  1799,  who  serx  ed  as 
general  agent  until  his  death,  Jul\'  23,  1824.  Pusti  was  born  in  Milan, 
Itnlv,  educated  in  that  country,  and  during  his  early  \ears  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Amstenlam,  Holland.  He  administered  the  affairs  of 
the  com]>an\-  for  nearly  one-fourth  of  a  centur\-  during  wliich  the  nn)st  of  its 
lands  w  ere  sold.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  J.  X'anderkemp  who  managed 
the  aflairs  of  the  compan\-  until  their  final  settlement. 

The  survey  was  commenced  by  ICllicott  in  179S,  b\'  running  the  eastern 
bouii(l:ir\  of  the  Purchase,''  which  extended  from  the  north  line  o{  Peun- 
sxlvauia  to  Lake  Ontaricx  Py  reason  of  the  variation  and  uncertainty  of  the 
magnetic  needle,  this  line  was  run  by  an  instrument  with  a  telescope  and 
without  a  needle,  but  constructed  so  as  to  afford  an  accurate  manner  of  re\'ers- 
iug,  and  possessed  the  {)eculiarities  aiul  properties  of  what  was  known  as  the 
''transit''  instrument,  (used  to  obser\'e  the  transit  of  the  heavenl)-  bodies.) 
This  instrument  was  made  b\-  Penjainin  ICllicott,  l)rother  of  Jose])h,  for  this 
especial  ]-.nri>ose,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  the  progenitor  of  the  modern  trans- 
its.    T..e  line  run,  kn(jwn  as  the  Transit  line,  constitutes  the  eastern  bound- 
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ary  of  the  Holland  purchase.  It  was  a  true  meridian  line,  extendin<;  north 
from  the  corner  monument,  established  by  the  transit  instrument  and  astrono- 
mical observations,  to  Lake  Ontario.  The  lands  of  the  Holland  purchase 
Avere  surveyed  from  this  base  line  into  townships  and  were  situated  in  rani^es 
running  from  south  to  north.  The  townships  in  each  rani;e  began  with  num- 
ber one  at  the  south  and  rose  regularly  in  number  to  the  north,  i'  The  ranges 
were  numbered  from  the  east  in  like  manner,  commencing  at  number  one 
and  ending  with  the  15  range.  Chautauqua  county  comprises  all  the  town- 
ships of  the  loth,  nth,  I2th,  13th  14th  and  15th  ranges.  The  townships 
were  subdivided  generally  into  sixty-four  lots,  each  of  about  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  square,  and  eachdot  contained  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Neither  lots  nor  townships  could  be  laid  off  exactly  uniform  in  sha])e  and 
area. 

During  I79<S,  1799  and  1800  the  surveyors  and  their  assistants  in  dlTerent 
parties,  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Ellicott,*  camped  in  the  dense  forests 
that  covered  all  of  western  New  York,  and  prosecuted  the  survey  of  town- 
ships until  it  was  finished.  The  surveys  of  the  lands  of  Chautauqua  into 
sections  of  townshi])S  or  lots,  were  among  the  later  surveys  completed,  and 
were  all  made  in  the  early  years  of  the  present  century.  The  survey  of  the 
county  into  townshij^s  was  however  commenced  soon  after  the  running  of  the 
transit  line,  and  completed  in  the  last  century.  The  surveys  of  the  township 
lines  were  performed  by  different  surveyors,  each  assisted  by  a  party  of  from 
six  to  nine ;  for  exanii)le :  That  of  John  Ivlliott,  who  ran  the  meridian 
between  the  iith  and  12th  ranges  of  township,  coiisisted  of  two  chainbearers, 
two  axemen,  two  flagmen  and  two  packhorse  inen.  The  surveyors  of  the 
townshi])  lines  of  this  county  were  Wareham  vShepard  of  Westfield,  Mass., 
John  Ivlliott  of  Delaware  count)'  Pa.,  Richard  M.  Stoddard  of  vSalisbury, 
Conn.,  and  Amzi  Atwater.  These  surveyors  were  under  the  direction  of 
John  Thompson,  and  were  the  first  to  explore  the  wilderness  that  covered  tlie 
country,  except  u])on  the  line  of  the  Indian  trails,  or  along  the  military  routes 
that  had  been  sometimes  used  by  the  French  and  English. 

It  is  well  to  understand  what  pre])arations  were  made  and  what  methods 
were  used  in  making  this  first  survey,  and  to  know  what  was  transpiring  at 
so  early  a  date  in  this  secluded  wilderness.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Thompson  to 
Mr.  Kllicott,  dated  at  liuffalo  Creek,  states  that  supplies  had  a^Tived  safely  at 
vSchlosser.  That  Mr.  Hooper  had  gone  on  to  Chetawcjue,"  where  he  had 
been  joined  by  Mr.  Stoddard,  and  that  Mr.  Thompson  himself  was  engaged  in 
getting  ''axes  ground"  and  ''handled,"  and  in  sundry  other  things  ])repara-  ^ 
tory  to  going  to  the  woods.  By  later  letters  it  appears  that  a  camp  was 
erected  at  Chautauqua  creek,  and  that  everything  was  ready  for  active  opera- 

*  J0sfj.l1  Ivllicott  w.TS  disliked  by  the  Seneca  Indians.  They  said  he  was  contitnially  Inizzin^;  in  ti"  ir  cars 
for  more  land,  and  they  called  him  Skin-in-do-shah,  mosquito.  He  was  well  known  by  that  cogn(Mncn  among 
the  Senccas, 
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tioiis  ns  early  as  Jmu'  19,  179S.  Joseph  Hllicolt  wrote  to  Amzi  Atwater, 
March  15,  179^^,  callinj^  liis  attention  to  a  pamphlet  entitled  :  "  Several  Meth- 
ods bv  which  Meridiaiud  lines  may  be  fonnd/'  and  said  :  I  have  directed 
a  coni])lete  instrnnient  to  be  made  for  yon  which  will  meet  yon  in  the  vSen- 
eca  conntry.  Yon  will  therefore  be  in  Coiniewan,<;ns,  near  the  Genesee  river, 
bv  the  27th  of  Mav.  I  ex]K*ct  yon  will  en^ai^e  a  sett  of  hands  for  the  season, 
to  consist  of  two  i^ood  chainbearers,  two  (liv^  men,  two  axemen  and  two  [Kick- 
horse  men,  who  will  it  is  exj^ected  be  at  Connewans^ns  by  the  same  period, 
and  at  which  time  and  place  their  pay  will  commence  and  be  allowed  $15 
per  calendar  month.  I'or  the  enconrai^ement  of  the  se\'eral  different 
snrveyors  that  will  be  employed,  the  company  aj^rees  to  pay  them  the  j^ener- 
ons  wao-es  of  S3  per  da\-,  from  the  time  of  enterin^i^  the  service,  nntil  the 
date  of  their  discharj^e."  Jnne  5,  1798,  Kllicott  writes  to  snrveyors  Shepard 
and  Atwater  :  ''Mr.  John  Thompson,  who  took  chari^e  of  the  stores  from 
Philadelphia,  has  the  charj^e  of  the  bnsinrss  to  be  done  to  the  Sonthwest. 
Yon  will  therefore  consider  yonrself  nnder  his  innnediate  direction.  Pack 
horses  and  snch  other  thini^s  as  may  be  necessary,  yon  will  hv  ])rovided  for. 
I  ha\'e  <^()t  instrnments  made  for  yon  wjiich  will  also  be  delivered  to  \-on." 

iM'om  '' Chantanipia  Creek,'' Jnne  19,  179S,  John  Thompson  wrote  to  Atwa- 
ter, i^ix  iniL:  him  instrnctions  relati\-e  to  the  snr\-ey  of  the  town  and  raniL^e 
lines,  and  how  to  keep  his  minntes  (illnstratini;  by  a  ]K'n-sketch  of  a  field 
book)  and  how  to  represent  the  hills  and  streams  and  their  ma^^nitnde,  the 
springs,  the  swamjjs,  species  of  timber,  the  (piality  and  kind  of  land,  ]>re- 
cisel\-  as  we  find  the  field  books  ha\'e  ])een  kept  anioni;'  the  records  of  the 
Holland  Com])any's  sur\-e\-s  now  filed  in  the  Clerk's  oOlce.  lie  also  minnteh' 
directed  how  the  corners  of  t!ie  townships  are  to  l)e  permanently  established, 
and  the  township  liiu-s  marked,  re(jnirin}4  the  stake  or  tree  to  be  sli]>ped  on  the 
north,  Sdulli,  east  and  west  sides,  with  a  markinj^"  iron,  car\  in!_;  the  nnml)er  ot 
the  raiii^e  or  l(U\  nshi])  o|)])osite  snch  side,  also  •■e(jnirin<;"  the  bearini^,  di.stanee, 
size  and  kind  ot'  the  tree,  standini^  as  a  witness  tree  t<j  the  towii'-hip  corner 
to  ])e  noted,  de^i^i^iuitiiiL;' the  iiotclies,  blazes,  letters  tt>  be  marked  on  each  wit- 
ness tree.     The  townshij)  and  rani^e  lines  were  retpiired  to  be  marked,  by 
blazed  trees  which  were  to  be  blazed  on  three  sides  ;  (jiie  side  fa'cint;"  the  line, 
and  the  other  two  sides  with  the  line.     All  sij^ht  trees  were  to  be  marked 
with  two  notches  and  a  blaze  abo\-e  them,  and  to  be  cnt  on  the  part  (»f  the 
tree  that  the  sij^ht  strikes.    The  me  isnrement  of  the  chain  is  enjoined,  and 
many  other  directions  ^^iven.    The  letter  then  directs  Mr.  Atwater  to  com- 
mence at  a  point  at  the  PennsyKMr^ia  line,  now  the  sontlieast  corner  of  French 
Creek  and  the  sonthwest  corner  of  Ch  nier,  and  to  rnn  north,  i;ivin^-  him  fnll 
and  detailed  directions  how  to  correct  his  line  as  he  shall  proceed  northward, 
nntil  his  ran^e  line  shonld  be  snrveyed. 

The   followins^  letter  written   nearly  a  centnry  ago  in  the  depths  of  the 
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Avoods  that  then  covered  the  county  was  probal^ly  })osted  upon  tlie  corner 
stake  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  of  Sliennan  tliat  itniij^ht  catcli  the 
eye  of  Mr.  Atwater  when  he  sliould  return  there.  It  <;ives  us  some  insi<;ht 
into  the  nietliods  of  tlie  surveyors,  and  of  the  experiences  and  accidents  inci- 
dent to  their  hibors. 

^'  Northeast  corner  of  the  and  tier  in  I4t]i  rani^e,  July  i,  179-^. 

Dhar  vSir: — I  arrived  liere  yesterday  a])out  2  P.  M.  when  t(^  my  utter 
astonishment  and  disappointment,  found  the  whole  ])art\',  camp  and  all 
removed.  Certainly  there  can  be  no  advanta<>;e  in  takiui;-  the  packhorses 
across  the  towns  in  <:^ood  weather  es|)eciall\-,  and  on  the  prudent  occasion  it 
has  been  a  ])eculiar  disad\'anlajL^e  to  me,  for  I  have  been  without  a  single 
moulliful  (jf  pro\-ision  this  54  hours  past.  1  left  Mr.  IClliott's  parl\-  at  six 
o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  29th  of  June,  ex[K-cl:inc;- to  .!L;et  to  Mr.  vStoddard's  party 
at  least  that  day.  i^'rom  Mr.  IClliott's  ])art\'  I  started  north,  in  order  to 
strike  Chautauqua  lake,  which  I  accomplished  about  nine  o'clock,  from  thence 
I  started  west  for  Mr.  vStoddard's  party,  but  I  imai^ine  I  must  have  i^ol  to  the 
north  of  him,  but  not  much,  for  I  struck  your  meridian  below  the  first  mile 
part  of  this  town.  One  reason  why  I  was  so  lon;^  in  i;oin<;  such  a  little  dis- 
tance, was  that  my  horse  failed  me  and  I  could  not  .i^et  him  alon<;-.  (Other- 
wise I  should  have  l)een  with  you  the  day  I  left  Mr.  Klliott.  After  I  arrived 
at  your  meridian,  and  came  nearly  as  far  alon<^  it,  as  the  third  milepost,  my 
horse  failed  and  fell  down.  (This  occurred  about  the  middle  of  the  east  line 
of  the  town  of  Sherman.)  I  then  left  him  to^^ether  with  my  ba^<^a,i;e,  and 
come  up  to  this  corner,  in  hopes  of  <^ettin<4-  .somethinj^  to  eat,  but  have  been 
most  grievously  disappointed.  Having  remained  here  awhile  to  rest  myself, 
I  returned  to  my  horse  and  by  that  time  it  was  near  night.  Consecpiently  I 
staid  all  night.  It  is  now  past  10  o'clock  A.  ]M.,  and  I  liave  but  just  arrived 
and  feel  ver)-  weak,  but  necessity  compels  me  to  try  to  get  to  the  storehouse 
at  the  head  of  Chautaucpia  lake,  otherwise  the  parties  to  the  southeast  will 
be  out  of  provisions. 

Do  you  attend  strictly  to  your  instruclions ?  from  observation?  I  believe 
not,  for  it  is  therein  expressed,  that  all  trees  that  are  blazed,  are  to  l)e  blazed 
on  three  sides,  one  side  facing  the  line,  and  the  others  with  the  line."  I 
likewise  observe  that  at  the  four  mile  post,  there  are  no  pointers  marked. 
Whether  you  have  taken  them  or  not,  your  notes  will  determine,  at  any  rate 
they  must  be  marked.  I'or  (jod's  sake,  be  careful  that  nothing  is  omitted, 
and  a  great  deal  of  trouble  will  be  saved. 

When  you  arrive  at  this  corner  with  the  line  you  are  now  upon  I  direcled 
you  to  run  east  through  I\Ir.  vStoddard's  range,  \mtil  you  struck  the  lake,  but 
as  I  fmd  it  is  a  greater  distance  from  here  than  I  exi)ec'te(l,  you  will  ])lease 
not  run  it  but  continue  your  own  range.    I  am  respectfully  y(air  friend, 

Mr.  Amzi  Atwatkr.  Jno.  Tiio.mpsox." 

The  impatience  that  Mr.  Thompson  expressed  in  this  letter,  was  undoubt- 
edly due  to  the  fatigue  incident  to  his  two  days  tramp  in  the  woods,  and  his 
casual  disappointment.  The  solicitude  that  he  showed  that  the  work  be  cor- 
rectly done,  and  the  close  attention  to  the  performances  of  his  subordinates 
at  this  time,  when  he  had  been  two  days  without  food  and  wassulTering  from 
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great  fatij^ue,  indicates  that  he  was  a  man  sensitive  to  the  responsibilities  of 
his  ]>lace,  and  one  proper  to  intrust  with  a  work  of  this  kind..  It  appears 
that  a  storehonse  was  esta1)!islied  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  snrveyors  at  the  liead 
of  Chautauqua  lake. 

In  a  letter  dated  July  ii,  1798,  Mr.  Thompson  directs  Mr.  Atwater  to  go 
to  the  Pennsy  lvania  boundary  where  the  line  between  the  10  and  11  ranges 
begins,  and  then,  measure  east  six  miles,  and  then  run  due  north  by  observa- 
tion to  Lake  Erie,  giving  him  particular  instructions  how  to  mark  his  line, 
and  directing  him  to  measure  his  chain  every  night  ;  to  note  where  he  crosses 
the  Presr|iK-  Isle  |)alh,  and  to  set  u])  and  mark  a  post  at  Lake  ICrie.  This 
line  was  run  b\'  Mr.  Atwater  ami  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  the  ])Oundiiry 
line  between  the  counties  of  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus.  In  a  letter  bear- 
ing date  at  Cliautau(]ua  creek,  July  25,  1798,  Mr.  Thomjxson  directs  Mr. 
Atwater,  when  he  has  continued  this  line  between  the  10  and  1  i  ranges  .\2 
miles,  to  set  up  a  stake,  and  mark  it  as  a  town  corner,  and  then  come  to 
cam}),  and  ad(N  :  This  meridian  is  not  to  ])e  run  ;iuy  further.  WHien  you 
come  past  joe's,  (  I'.laek  Joe,  alias  Joseph  llodge,  a  negro  trader)  Kataraugus 
creek,  I  would  thank  \  ou  to  ask  if  he  Ikas  any  martin  skins  for  me,  and  if  he 
has  not,  tell  him  I  wi.sh  to  ha\'e  a  dozen.  I  suppose  I  shall  return  that  way 
in  the  course  of  a  month  or  six  weeks.'' 

In  a  letter  dated  Chautauqua  lake,  August  10,  1798,  Mr.  Thompson 
directs  Mi.  Atwater  to  ''proceed  with  all  convenient  speed  to  the  meridian 
run  by  Mr.  vStoddard  between  the  12th  and  13th  ranges,  and  commence  the 
5th  pandlel,  which  you  will  continue  east  until  you  intersect  the  meridian 
between  the  9tl!  and  loth  ranges.  You  will  then  follow  that  meridian  north 
to  the  6th  parallel,  and  run  it  west  to  the  next  meridian,  and,  when  that  is 
comjileted,  return  and  continue  your  meridian  between  the  9th  and  loth 
ran<^es  to  the  distance  of  42  miles,  which  will  constitute  the  7th  parallel, 
which  y^)U  will  run  west  to  Lake  Erie.  Hy  this  time  there  will  be  a  supply 
of  provisions  at  Cattaraugus  creek,  when  you  will  then  return."  Then  fol- 
lows directions  about  fninl)-  setting  corner  stakes  for  which  a  spade  must 
be  used. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Thompson  to  Mr.  Atwater  is  dated  August 
24,  1798: 

vSiR  : — You  will  ])roceed  from  this  place  along  the  Prescpie  Isle  path,  until 
you  arrive  at  the  meridian  run  b\'  Mr.  Ivlliott,  thence  down  that  meridian 
to  the  parallel  between  the  4th  and  5th  lines,  and  from  that  corner  (north- 
wot  corner  of  Charlotte, )  measure  west  across  the  I2th  range,  (north  line  of 
Stockton.)  In  iliis  line  \  ou  will  find  two  lakes,  at  the  intersection  of  the 
first  (Cassadaga  lake)  you  will  then  measure  to  a  large  hemlock  standing  on 
the  bank  of  the  lake,  (east  shore  of  the  middle  lake,  near  Lily  Dale.)  On 
tile  west  side  \'ou  will  begin  about  8u  links  from  the  water.  At  the  second 
lake  (  P.ear  lake)  \-ou  will  probabh-  see  the  end  of  the  measure;  if  not,  it  is 
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about  150  from  tlic  water.  The  sliore  ])ciii<;  miry  tliat  dislance  on  tlie  west 
side,  you  will  be^^iii  at  a  willow,  standiu;^^  as  near  the  water  as  }:ou  can  L;et. 
This  lake  you  may  easily  cross  round  the  north  end.  At  the  east  lake  it 
will.be  best  to  cross  at  the  south  end.  Vou  will  ])lease  to  observe  the  s(.  veral 
distances.  Vou  will  then  measure  the  12th  meridian  between  the  4th  and 
5th  parallels,  and  if  you  find  an  error,  note  particularly  where  it  is.  After 
completin;:^  this  business  you  will  proceed  to  the  13th  meridian  which  you 
run  yourself,  and  down  that  meridian  until  you  arri\e  at  the  2nd  ])arallel 
cast,  (north  line  of  Harmony)  until  you  intersect:  Chautauqua  lake,  and  in 
like  manner,  if  you  find  an  error,  note  where  it  is,  ancl  in  both  the  last  eases 
brim;-  the  whole  distances.  On  \  our  way  to  the  last  line,  I  would  thank  >ou 
to  st<)]:>  at  Chautauqua  lake  storehouse,  and  if  m>'  brother  has  not  left  it,  tell 
him  to  take  Charles  with  him,  but  brinj^  the  tent  that  is  tliere.  Vour>, 

To  Amzi  Atwati: J  no,  Tuomi-son. 

In  a  k'tlrr  (l.ilcd  August  26,  i7«;S,  Mr.  Thompson  \s'iiic>  Mr.  AUsalcr: 

Sir: — Independent  of  those  lines  you  were  directed  to  measure,  I  wi^li  yon 
to  measure  the  3rd  parallel  in  the  13th  rani;e,  and  tlie  12th  meridian  l)etween 
the  3rd  and  4th  parallels;  yon  will  ob.ser\e  that  in  linishinj^  the  jKuallel,  you 
just  turn  at  ri,i;]it  an,<^les  on  the  meridian.  Jn  doini^,^  this,  it  will  be  as  well 
to  send  on~  the  horse,  with  the  ])erson  who  attends  him,  to  meet  >  on  when 
the  ])ath  intersects  Mr.  vStoddard's  meridian,  which  is  the  one  \()U  measure 
u])()n.     He  will  take  Peter  Clark  aloni;  with  him." 

This  was  probabh'  the  last  work  ])reformed  by  Mr.  .Vtwater  in  Chautau- 
qua coiint)',  fr)r,  in  a  letter  dated  at  Katarau<;us Creek,  Aiiii^ust  30tli,  i7f)S, 
Mr.  Th()m]-)son  assii;ns  to  him  the  task  of  running;  the  3rd  meridian,  exlend- 
ino^  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  Lake  Ontario,  a  distance  of  90  miles.  He 
directs  him  to  take  alon<;  a  week's  ])rovision,  to  ])r()ceed  alons^an  Indian  path 
until  he  reaches  the  ist  parallel,  thence  alonij^  that  ])arallel  eastward  until  he 
reaches  a  ])ath  leadins^^  uj)  the  Allej^any  river,  which  is  to  be  pursued  until 
he  arrives  at  the  camp  established  there.  He  cautions  .Mr.  Atwaler  that 
after  he  shall  have  passed  ''the  hei^^dit  of  land,  and  arrive  at  a  fence  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  shooting;  deer,  that  you  must  not  continue  aloniL;'  the  fence 
southeasterly,  but  take  the  path  that  leads  nearly  south,  afterwards  there 
will  be  no  dani^er  of  losinjj;-  your  way."  This  fence  was  j)r(^bably  the  one 
known  to  tlie  early  settlers  of  Carroll  and  Cattaraui;us  county,  the  remains 
of  which  could  been  seen  as  late  as  the  year  1840. 

While  surveyinj^  the  third  meridian,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Atwater,  asking;  him  to  send  some  candles,  Mr.  Thompson  wrote  from  the 
Transit  storehouse  :  There  arc  no  candles  here  of  an\'  consequence.  Yon 
must  endeavor  to  make  out  with  the  piece  I  have  sent.  You  can  makeshift 
with  the  rhines  of  pork.  Amon^,^  Mr.  Atwater\s  papers  is  a  rou<;h  maj)  of  the 
western  part  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  probabh'  made  b\'  him  for  his  (»wn 
use,  upon  which  Cattarau.c^us  creek  is  written  "  Katarau<^nis  creek."  Silver 
and  Walnut  *'  Connendawa^ec  creek."    The  Canadawa)'  is  called  the  Twenty- 
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:  vo  Mile  creek.  The  principal  streatn  in  Portland,  Devil  creek,  (now 
l.'.iown  as  Slippery  Rock  creek.)  Chautauqua  creek  is  spelled  Chadauque. 
'.  his  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ori^^inal  surveys  of  township  lines 

ere  made  by  Mr.  Atwater  will  sufficiently  serve  to  show  how  the  work  was 
"  .)ne  in  the  remainder  of  the  count)'.    The  townshi}>s  were  subdivided  into 

ctions  earl\-  in  the  next  century.  The  lot  lines  of  tlie  northern  were  j^en- 
.ji'ally  run  before  those  of  the  southern  townships. 


CIIAI'TKR  XVI r. 

PKICI'ARIXd   FOR  SICTTIJvMKNT. 

Thrtiu^ls  the  (Iccj)  wilderness,  where  scarce  the  sun 
Can  cast  his  darts,  along  the  winding,  path 
The  pioneer  is  treading.    In  his  grasp 
Is  his  keen  axe,  that  wondrous  instrument 
That,  like  the  talisman,  transforms 
l)eserts  to  fields land  cities." 

—Alfred  Shnt. 

WE  HAVE  now  arrived  at  that  period  in  the  history  of  western  New 
York  when  the  long;  and  sava^^e  reig-n  of  wild  beast  and  Indian  is 
brought  to  an  end,  when  the  silence  of  the  forest  is  broken  by  the 
'.xe  of  the  settler,  and  the  shadows  of  the  wilderness  lifted  from  its  streams 
"lid  lakes.  The  treaty  made  by  \Va\'ne  with  the  Indians  at  Greenville,  Ohio, 
'n  T795,  had  <4i\-en  ]K-ace  and  securit)'  to  the  frontier.  The  emii^^rant  could 
brinj.^  his  wife  and  children  \\\U)  tlie  forest  with  safet\',  and  now  that  the 
.'loUand  land  C(>mpan\  had  ac([uired  the  ownership  and  was  ofTerinj^  for  sale 
ihe  wild  tniel:  which  included  western  New  York,  he  could  obtain  a  valid 
litle  to  his  land.  The  fime  of  the  Holland  purchase  had  reached  him 
::i  his  eastern  h.ome.  He  had  heard  wonderful  stories  of  its  genial  climate 
.".nd  rich  soil,  of  its  luxurious  herbage  and  majestic  forests.  Hardly  had  the 
urve\  s  been  !uade  when  settlers  appeared  at  different  parts  of  the  Purchase, 
'hit,  prior  to  the  coming  of  the  settlers  who  purchased  lands,  explorers  and 
;ravellers  from  tlie  ea>t  \'isited  the  settlements  in  western  Penn'syh'ania  and 
'  )!iio  and  sometimes  tiie\  i)assed  through  this  region.  Indeed  an  actual  and 
ubstantial  settlement  li:id  been  made  in  Chautauqua  county  by  the  Indians 
)f  th.e  Six  Xatit):'is  which  was  as  j'ermanent  as  that  made  b\-  the  w  hite  set- 
ilers. 

Tile  result  of  Sul!i\-:iifs  and  Urodhead's  exj>editi()ns  against  the  Indians  in 
i;;70,  the  destnieti«,>n.  of  ilieir  to^vns  and  of  tlie  }>roducts  of  their  fields  just 
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when  tlieir  liarvcsts  were  ripeniii,!^,  was  that  the  Indians  of  the  (lenesee  and 
Allegany  rivers  were  witliont  slielter  and  food.  Tlie  winter  of  1779  and 
1780  was  of  nnexanipled  severity.  vSncli  deep  snows  and  sneh  iee  liad  not 
been  known  in  tiie  memory  of  the  oldest  nati\'es.  Deer  and  tnrkeys  died  in 
the  woods  ])y  linndreds  for  want  of  food,  (ireat  nnmbersof  Indians  perislied 
of  cold  and  starvation,  and  to  esca]K"  i^t  ncral  destrnction,  they  Tied  to  I'ort 
XiaiL^ara  for  shelter  and  relief  There,  to  add  to  their  desolation,  a  fatal 
disease  indnced  by  nnnsnal  exposnre,  swept  them  off  in  i^^real  nnmbcrs.  As 
the  Indi.ms  had  freely  shed  their  blood  dnrin.i;"  the  war,  and  had  now  suffered 
almost  anniiiilation  for  their  fiithful  adh\.'renee  to  the  eause  ol  the  kin;;,  tlie 
l>ritish  authorities  could  not  without  ,i;ross  in^r.ititude  omit  to  ])ro\  ide  for 
tiieir  relief  Lari^e  numbers  had  .gathered  around  the  fort  and  alou;^  Xia,t;ara 
ri\'er,  and  during  the  winter  had  fed  from  the  IJritish  stores.  To  reliex'C 
themsel\-es  from  this  1)urdei7  the  I>ritish  j^overnment  enconraj^^ed  the  In<lians 
to  establish  themselves  at  con\'enient  places,  and  ol^tain  su|)port  by  cultivat- 
in^>-  the  land.  In  May  or  June,  1780,  they  hrst  ])ermanently  k^cated  upon 
Buffalo  creek,  near  Ihiffalo,  under  the  leadership  of  vSianj^arochti  or(ruay-en- 
^^aiah-doh,  an  a^i^ed  but  inlluentiil  cliief  called  ''Old  Kin^s"  head-sachem  of 
the  Senecas.  They  brou.i^ht  with  them  mend)ers  of  the  celebrated  (iilbert 
family  of  Ouakers  who  had  been  ca])tured  a  short  time  previous,  and  in  the 
spring;  of  this  year,  while  the  Revolution  was  still  in  i)ro<;ress,  they  made  the 
first  settlement  u])on  Cattaurauj^^us  creek. 

When  the  Indian  title  was  extin<;uished  in  1797  by  the  treaty  made  at 
Ih't^  Tree  on  the  (lenesee  a  reservation  was  made  to  the  Indians  "of  lands 
]\  in<^  on  ])oth  sides  of  Cattarani^us  creek.  It  em1)raced  however  cpiite  diHer- 
ent  territor)'  from  the  Cattaraugus  reservation  as  now  constituted.  Jud.i;e 
Daniel  Sherman  in  an  address  sa\  s:'  The  Cattaraui^ns  reser\  ation,  as 
reserved  by  the  treaty  at  P>i<^  Tree  in  1797,  embraced  a  strip  of  land  about 
one  mile  wide  extending  westerly  from  Ei<;hteen-mile  creek,  or  Kou,i;h-]L;auw- 
gie  creek  (distant  about  14  miles  southwesterly  from  Ihiffalojalong  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  through  North  Evans  and  Ih'ant,  in  Erie  count}',  and 
Hanover,  Sh(?ridan,  and  Dunkirk,  in  this  county,  to  a  point  one  mile  east  of 
Con-non-dua-we-ga  (Canadawa)')  creek  ;  thence  u})  said  creek  one  mile  ]xir- 
allel  thereto  ;  thence  on  a  direcl  line  to  said  creek  ;  thence  down  the  same  to 
Lake  Ivrie  ;  thence  along  the  lake  to  the  mouth  of  the  ICignteen-mile  creek. 
It  also  embraced  a  strip  of  land  adjoining  the  abo\'e  lands,  (^ne  mile  wicks^on 
the  north  Ixmk  of  Cattaraugus  creek,  between  the  ]>resent  villages  of  Irving 
an<l  (  jowanda.  This  reservation,  therefore,  origiualls-  covered  the  sites  of 
the  villages  of  Angola  and  Earnham  in  I^rie  county,  and  of  Ir\  ing,  Silver 
Creek,  iMcdonia,  and  the  city  of  Dunkirk  in  this  count)  ,  and  contained  about 
fifty  sfpiare  miles.  IJy  the  treaty  at  HuffaU*  creek,  June  30,  iSoj,  the  vSene- 
cas  exchanged  the  above  lands  with  the  Holland  land  eompanx"  for  the  i)resent 
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CaUaran<;us  reservation,  iiicludln}^-  the  "mile  strip"  and  the  "mile  square/* 
in  Krie,  and  the  'Mnile  square"  in  Chautauqua,  in  all  about  42  S(}uare  miles, 
situated  upon  both  sides  of  CattarauiL^^us  creek,  of  \'ery  rich  and  fertile  land. 
The  preemption  rii^ht  was  reserved  in  the  treat)',  and  is  now  owned  by  the 
Oj^den  land  conipanw  Tliis  exchange  of  land  was  a  _<;o<)d  one  for  the  Sene- 
cas  in  securing-  a  reservation  in  compact  form,  of  far  superior  qualit\-  of  land 
altliouj^ii  only  iibt)ut  three-f(-)urths  the  size  of  the  orij^inal  reser\'e.  It  was  an 
especially  fortunate  e.\chan_!L;e  for  the  people  of  this  c<nint\-  in  j^ivinj^  them  a 
frontage  on  Lake  I\rie,  and  free  access  to  the  then  important  harbors  at  Irv- 
im^-,  SiK'er  Creek  and  Dunkirk. 

TIk-  boundary  lint-s  of  t  lie  C;'.  it  a  ran  us  reserwition  (in  Chautau<[ua  tM)untN') 
as  now  constituted  were  snr\  e>  e<l  by  Aui;ustus  Porter  in  I7<j3.  A  jnrt  of 
this  rese!\at!(>n  is  included  in  n.'U!o\'er,  in  this  county.  Tl'e  establishment 
of  these  Indians  there  alou*^-  tlie  borders  and  within  the  limits  of  the  county 
was  an  ap]U'(Kich  to  its  settlement.  The  Indians  of  New  York  were  further. 
a<l\'anc<.'d-in  cixilization  than  has  been  i^enerally  understood.  Uefore  they 
were  expellc-d  iVom  the  ( lenesec  and  Upper  Alle;4an\',  they  lix'cd  by  the  cul- 
tix'atioii  of  the  soil  as  well  as  b\-  the  clia^e.  The)'  dwelt  in  permaneiit  \  il- 
la^es,  had  comfortable  lionses,  some  of  them  framed  and  ]iainted,  and  well- 
furnished.  TIie\-  had  exten.si\  e  corntleld;.,  <^ardens  and  orchards  of  apples, 
pears,  and  even  peaches  ;  and  one  of  them  destroyed  by  Cicneral  vSulli\'au 
contained  1,500  trees.  After  the  destruction  of  their  villaj^es  and  crops  by 
Sulli\'an  and  Hrodhead,  tlie\-  built  los^  houses  and  made  a  few  clearin^^s  for 
their  crops.  Deacon  Hinds  Chamberlain,  an  early  pioneer  of  (icnesee  county, 
visited  one  of  their  villaiL^es  on  Ca-ttarauj^iis  creek  in  1792,  and  passed  throu<;h 
this  county  to  Krie.  As  his  narrative  ]>articularly  relates  to  the  then  unfre- 
quented, solitary  rej^ion  now  Cliautau(pia  count)',  we  insert  it  : 

In  17<)2  I  started  from  vScottsville  with  Jesse  Heach  and  Reuben  Heath  ; 
went  up  Allen's  creek,  strikinj^-  the  Indian  trail  fn^m  Conawa^^us,  where 
LeRo\-  now  is.  There  was  a  beautiful  Indian  campinj^  <i^round — tame  <^rass 
had  _!L;ot  in  ;  we  staid  all  nij^ht.  Ihirsuir.j^  the  trail  the  next  morniuL^,  we 
passed  the  ( ireat  liend  of  the  Tonawanda,  and  encam])ed  at  nii;ht  at  Dun- 
ham's C.ro\e,  and  the  next  nij^ht  .near  Hulfalo.  We  saw  one  white  man 
Pouder\',  at  Tonawanda  village.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  liuffalo  creek 
the  next  morniM;L:.  There  was  but  one  white  man  there,  I  think  ;  his  name 
was  Winne,  an  Indian,  trader.  Mis  building-  stood  first  as  you  descend  frona 
the  hiiL;h  ^rounJ..  He  had  rum,  v;hiske\',  Indian  kni\'es,  trinkets,  etc.  His 
house  was  !'uH  of  Indians  ;  the\-  looked  at  us  with  a  «;reat  deal  of  curiosity. 
We  had  ])Ut  a  ])oor  nights  rest  ;  the  In<lians  were  in  and  out  all  nij^dit  !L(ettin,i^^ 
liquor.  Xext  day  we  went  u|  )  the  beach  of  the  lake  to  the  month  of  the  Cat- 
taraui^us  creek,  where  we  encannped  ;  a  wolf  came  down  near  our  canq). 
We  had  seen  many  deer  on  our  route  dnriiHL^-  the  day.  The  next  mornnij^' 
we  went  up  to  the  Indian  villa.i^-e,  found  lilack  Joe's  house,  but  he  was 
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absent  ;  lie  had,  however,  seen  our  track  upon  tlie  beacli  of  the  lake,  and 
hurried  lionie  to  see  wliite  ])eople  who  were  traversinj^  the  wilderness.  The 
Indians  stared  at  us  ;  Joe  <^ave  us  room  where  we  should  not  l^e  anno\  ed  ])v 
Indian  curiosity,  and  we  staid  with  him  over  nij;]it.  All  he  liad  to  spare  us 
in  the  way  of  food  was  some  dried  venison.  He  had  licjuor,  Indian  j^oods 
and  ])ou,L;ht  furs.  Joe  treated  us  with  so  much  civility  that  we  staid  with 
him  till  near  noon.  There  was  at  least  lOO  Indians  and  scjuaws  Leathered  to 
see  us.  Anion,!^  the  rest,  there  was  sittin,!^  in  Joe's  house  an  old  sfjuaw  and  a 
youn^:;,  delicate  lookint^  white  L;irl  with  her,  dressed  like  a  squaw.  I  endeav- 
ored to  hud  out  somethin,L;  about  her  history,  but  could  not.  I  think  she 
liad  lost  the  use  of  our  lan_i;ua|L;e.     She  seemed  not  inclined  to  br  noticed. 

With  an  Indian  ,i;iii(le  that  Joe  sckeled  for  us,  wc  slai  tcd  upon  the  Indian 
trail  for  l*res(pie  Isle  (hhie.)  \Va\  ne  was  then  fi,!.;htin;^-  the  Indians.  Our 
Indian  i^niide  often  jioiuted  to  the  west,  saying-,  bad  Indians  there,  between 
Cattaraui^nis  and  ICrie,  I  shot  a  l)lack  snake,  a  racer,  with  a  white  riui;  around 
liis  neck.  lie  was  in  a  tree  I2  feet  from  the  .ij^rouud,  his  ]hh\\  wound  around 
the  tree.  He  measured  seven  feet  and  three  inches.  At  rresipie  Isle,  we 
fomid  neither  whites  nor  Indians;  all  was  solitary  There  were  son. e  old 
r'reuch  brick  bnildiuL^'^s,  wells,  blocklK »uses,  etc.,  .^oin^  to  di  c;i\'  ;  eii^ht  or 
ten  acres  cleared  land.  ( )n  the  peninsula,  there  was  an  old  bi  ick  house,  40 
or  yy  feet  srpiare  ;  the  ])eninsula  was  cox'ered  with  cranberries.  Alter  sta\'- 
ini^  there  one  nii^ht  we  went  o\-er  to  Le  Txenf,  about  lO  miles  distant,  pursu- 
ing.; an  old  iMePich  road.  Trees  had  j^^rown  up  in  it,  but  the  track  w.as  dis- 
tinct. Xear  Le  I>(euf,  we  Ciune  u]>on  a  com])auy  ol"  men  who  were  cutting; 
out  the  road  to  Pres(pie  Isle  ;  a  ])art  of  them  were  soldiers  and  a  })art  Penn- 
sylvanians.  At  Le  P>(euf  there  was  a  j^arrison  of  soldiers — about  100,  there 
were  several  white  families  there  and  a  store  of  ;.;oods. 

Myself  and  com])ani()ns  were  in  ])ursuit  of  land.  P»y  a  law  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, such  as  1)uilt  a  lo^  house,  aufl  cleared  a  few  acres  of  land  ac(piircd  a 
pre-emptive  ri<;ht ;  the  rii^dit  to  ])urchase  at  five  jxuuids  per  100  acres.  We 
eacli  of  us  made  a  location  near  Presfpie  Jsle.  On  our  return  to  Pres(iue  Isle, 
from  Le  lUeuf,  we  found  there  Col.  vSeth  Reed  and  his  fam^)y.  They  had 
just  arri\ed.  We  stopped  and  helj)ed  him  bu'ld  some  huts  ;  set  up  crotches  ; 
laid  poles  acrf)ss  and  co\ered  with  l)ark  of  the  cucumber  tree.  At  iirst  the 
colonel  had  no  floors  ;  afterwards  he  indul<;ed  in  the  luxury  of  lloors  made 
by  la\'in<;  down  strips  of  bark.  James  P>a<;,q;s  and  (riles  Sission  came  on  with 
Col.  Reed.  I  remained  for  a  considerable  of  time  in  his  emj)lo\".  It  was  not 
lon,!L(  before  ei<.,dit  or  ten  other  families  came  in.  ( )u  our  return  we  staid  at 
Ihiffalo  over  ui<;'ht  with  Winne.  There  was  at  the  time  a  <^reat  <;atherin!L;  of 
huntin<^^  parties  of  Indians  there.  Winne  took  from  them  all  their  knives 
and  tomahawks,  and  then  sellin^i;  thein  licpiors,  they  had  a  ,!L::ieat  car(»usal." 

Amon^r  the  residents  of  the  lo<r  villa<res  of  the  Cattarau«'us  Indians  were 
often  persons  witli  white  blood  in  their  veins.  Durin;..;  the  iMcuch  and 
Indian  wars,  and  the  Revolution  white  men  and  occasionally  white  women 
had  been  made  prisoners  by  the  Indians.  These,  except  some  reserved  for 
torture,  were  usually  well  treated.  The  <^reat  kindness  of  the  Indian  captors 
led  these  white  persons  to  accommodate  themselves  to  their  new  situation, 
and  they  often  became  greatly  attached  to  Indian  life.    They  woidd  learn 
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tlie  Indian  ]an<;-ua.<^c,  conform  to  tlie  liabits,  and  adopt  their  tribe.  Notable 
instances  of  this  kind  were  Horatio  Jones,  Jasper  Parish  and  Mary  Jeniison 
wlio  were  ca])tnrcd  in  their  \oulh.  Ijv  their  ]>rndent  1)ehaYior  and  npri*;]it 
con(hict  the\'  <^aincd  the  respect  of  their  Indian  associates  and  exercised  !j;reat 
inflnence  over  them,  wliicli  tlie)'  al\\a\s  exerted  n[)on  the  side  of  hnmanity. 
These  captives  became  imjx^rtant  persons  in  tlie  1)order  history  of  western 
New  York  im mediate! \-  previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  Holland  Pnrcliase. 
Tlie  white  j^irl  that  Deacon  Cliamberkiin  saw  at  the  month  of  Cattaranj^iis 
creek  was  nndou])tedly  a  ca])ti\'e.  These  prisoners  nsnall)- intermarried  with 
the  Indians,  and  often  left  worthy  and  respectable  descendants,  ]>nt  some- 
times their  cliilchen  wonld  inlierit  the  least  creditable  traits  of  both  whiieand 
red  ancestors  and  were  either  shiftless  vaj^abonds  or  desperate  characters  the 
terror  of  both  Indian  and  white  men.  l»esides  capti\'es  and  their  descendants 
it  often  ha])pened  that  traders  and  men  of  np.ci\'ili/.ed  tastes,  to  whom  hnnt- 
in!L|;  and  fishinu;:  '^^^^^  ^^'^^  careless  life  of  the  Indians  was  attractive,  son^ht  the 
woods  for. its  freedom  from  want  and  care  and  Nolnntarily  took  np  their  resi- 
dence amon;^  them.  These  were  not  nsnally  vicions,  bnt  were  j^enerally 
kind  liearted  and  hospita])!e  men  of  va<;a])ond  tendencies.  vSnch  was  Joseph 
Hod_Lie,  alias  lUack  Joe,''  a  ne!L;ro  whom  Deacon  Cluunberlain  fonnd  at  Cat- 
taran«4!is  creek  in  1792.  He  bon.^ht  fnrs,  kept  liqnors  and  sold  Indian  j^oods, 
and  was  established  here  probably  se\eral  years  prior  to  1792.  He  was  well 
known  to  the  few  earh'  \  isitors  and  to  the  first  snrveyors  of  the  Holland 
com]iain-'s  land  and  we  find  his  name  often  mentioned.  He  had  removed 
from  Cattaran«;ns  as  early  as  1S03  and  was  livin<j;-  in  Ihiflalo  in  1S06.  His 
wife  was  either  a  scjnaw  or  a  white  woman. 

Amom^  those  fc^rernnners  of  settlement  and  civilization  was  Amos  Saw- 
tel,  nsnally  called  Sottle.  It  appears  that  he  was  ])orn  in  \'ermont  ;  in  early 
life  he  mo\  ed  to  Chenani^o  connt\'  where  it  is  said  he  became  disappointed  in 
lo\'e,  left  his  friends  and  his  home  and  travelled  on  foot  thront^h  the  wilder- 
ness by  wa\-  of  Painted  Post  on  the  Chemnnij;-  and  Hi«^  Tree  on  the  Genesee 
to  Hnffalo.  In  the  fall  of  1796  when  abont  23  )'ears  of  as^e  it  is  said  he  went 
with  a  herd  t)f  cattle  for  some  person  in  IhifTaloto  Cattaranj^ns  bottoms  where 
they  Were  sent  to  winter  and  to  browse  alon;^-  the  rich  lands  on  the  sonth 
side  of  Cattaran.u^n.s  creek.''  It  was  a  time  of  scarcitx',  the  snow  was  dee]), 
and  theie  was  little  forage.  vSettle  bnilt  a  small  hnt  or  cabin  of  poles  npon 
land,  later  laid  ont  1)y  t!ie  Holland  land  company  as  lot  61  of  Cattaran.L,nis 
x  illai^e,  on  the  we>t  >ide  of  the  creek  abont  one  and  one-half  miles  from  its 
month.  There  l-.e  li\ed  for  a  while  with  a  ver\-  dark  sqnaw  wdiom  he  had 
indnced  io  sliare  his  cot.''  Whether  he  intended  to  remain  and  l)ecome  a 
perman<.nt  settler  is  n.ot  certainl\-  known.  Kleazer  Flaii^i;,  an  intellii^ent  and 
reliable  citizen,  late  of  vStockton,  in. formed  Jndge  L.  IhiL;bee  that  "  in  Jnne 
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179S,  he  was  ill  the  cr.iploy  of  Riifus  L.  Reed  in  traiisp()rtin<^  «;^(>(k1s  and  pro 
visions  in  l:)ateanx  from  Oswej^o  over  the  lakes  ])\-  way  of  Xia^ara  river  and 
aronnd  the  falls  to  Prescpie  Isle  (Erie)  wliere  he  had  established  a  tradini;- 
post.  The  followin;^  Ani^nst  the  company  retnrned  to  the  Ivist  aloni;  tlie 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  lialtin;^-  at  the  month  of  Cattaraui^ns  creek.  At  this 
place  three  or  four  acres  had  been  cleared  and  planted  to  corn,  beans,  pota- 
toes, ])U)nj)kins,  s(jnashes  and  melons.''  It  is  not  stated  upon  which  side- of  the 
Cattaran<;ns  this  clearin<^  had  been  made.  It  may  have  been  vSolilt^-'s  inij^rove- 
ments.  It  seems  that  Sottle  was  not  there  in  179-*^.  J<»cl  Lf>omis,  afterwards 
a  settler  of  the  count)',  and  two  other  \-oun<^  nu  n  that  \  ear  tra\clled  with 
packs  on  their  backs  from  ]»uffalo,  then  a  villaj^^e  of  se\en  shanties,  alon.i^the 
Indian  path  to  Pennsylvania.  Xo  si_i;ns  of  a  white  uian's  habitation  was 
seen  alonj^;  the  route.  At  a  ford  at  Cattarau<;us  creek  lived  a  black  man 
(Plack  Joe)  and  his  wife,  (piiet,  i:)eacefid  ]K'0])le,  well  disposed  to  travelers. 
Under  their  hos})itable  cabin  roof  the  three  adventurers  parsed  the  niii^ht, 
and  were  .guided  safely  across  the  ferry  l)y  the  black  man  in  the  morning-. 

A  difTerent  account  has  been  <^iven  of  the  circumstances  of  Sottle's  st  ttlinjj;- 
at  Cattarau,L;us.  One  early  resident  of  the  county  states  that  vSottle  informed 
him  that  he  lived  at  first  with  the  Indians.  Anotlier  old  settler  confirmed 
this  statement  and  added  that  vSottle  said  he  left  the  Indians  and  settled  on 
Cattaraui^us  that  he  miiL^dit  accumulate  ])ropL-rty.  When  the  surve\in<;- 
parties  were  or<^^anized  for  the  survey  of  the  ranj^a-  lines  in  179!^  Sottle  enlisted 
as  an  axeman  and  his  name  appears  in  the  list  of  assistants,  '*Amos  vSawtrl, 
ChenauL^o,  X.  V."  In  a  written  account  of  charj^es  made  by  Atwater  to 
Joseph  Ellicott  for  exj^L-nditures  in  the  course  of  sur\  c  ys.  is  an  item  of one 
dollar  paid  Amos  Sottle  Dec.  4,  i  79<S/'  vSawtel's  name  also  appears  as  one 
ot  the  surveN  ini;  part\'  of  vSte|>hen  P)enton,  Jr.,  where  his  name  is  written 
Amos  vSawtel,  Ihiffalo  Creek,  X.  V.t  Tiiere  are  circumstances  showing- 
that  l)erore  vSottle  wa>  emplo\ed  in  the  sur\ey  of  the  Holland  IMirehase  he 
was  eUL^a^ed  in  the  same  service  on  the  Western  Reserve.  We  find  an  Amos 
vSawteu  or  Sawtel  one  of  the  52  ])ersons  who  C(»mpo^ed  the  first  sur\eyin;^ 
]xirt\'  ol  the  Western  Reserve,  which  landed  at  Coneaut,  (  )hio,  Jul\'  4,  179''), 
which  is  celebrated  in  the  history  of  that  re,t^don  as  the  part\-  who  made  the 
first  settlement  of  northern  Ohio.  Coneaut  is  sometimes  called  the  Ph  niouth 
ot  the  Western  Reserve.  Amon<j;'  others  of  this  party  was  Amzi  Atwater, 
under  whom  Sottle  afterwards  served  as  axeman  in  Chautauqua  county,  also 
Au]^aistns  Porter,  Seth  Pease,  Wareham  Shepard,  all  of  whom  were  })rineipal 
surveyors  in  the  ori,L,dnal  surveys  here.  vSottle  continued  in  the  emj  loy  of 
the  Holland  land  company  durin<>-  1798  and  1799.  In  the  fall  of  1799  he 
went  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  remained  away  from  this  county  at  least 
durinj^  the  year  1800. 

•Ktv.  W.  K.  Hyde. 

tAtwatcr  papers  in  the  poss«rsvsion  of  Horace  A.  l-'oote. 
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CHAPTER  XVni. 

BEGINNING  of  SETTLEMENT. 
^  .  *' The  pioneer  has  left 

*♦  The  home  in  which  his  early  years  were  passed, 

And,  led  by  hoi)c,  atid  full  of  restless  strenj^th, 
.  .  Has  ])lun<^ed  within  the  forest,  there  to  plant 

V        "  His  destiny."  ,■ 

ROBAIMvV  a1)out  1800  one  Skinner  came  witli  his  family  from  the 
I  Susquehanna  conntr\',  Pa.,  to  Cattaraui>'ns  creek  and  opened  what  was 

1  termed  a  ''house  of  entertainment  "  near  the  spot  afterwards  known 
as  the  Mack  Stand,"  and  li\  ed  there  three  or  four  years.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  vSkinuer  and  liis  faniil\'  were  ]i\-in«^  there  as  early  as  1801,  keep- 
ini^^  a  sli'.mtv  ta\ern,  and  entertainiuLj^  the  few  travelers  that  threaded  the 
loneh'  forests  aloiiii;  the  soutliern  shore  of  I^ake  lu'ie,  asai)i)ears  by  the  follow- 
ing;- extract  lrc»ni  the  journal  of  Joseph  P)adL;er,  who,  at  the  time  labored  as  a 
niissionar\-  u[)on  tlie  WcNtern  Reserve  and  amonj^-  the  Indians  1)\-  a]:)point- 
URUt  of  tile  Connecticut  Mi.-siouary  vSocict\'. 

'M  )cl.  25.  (  iS.  )i.)  I  set  out  this  nioruini;-  in  compan;/  with  I'Jiphalet  Aus- 
tin, lvs<{.,  on  ni\-  return  to  Massachusetts  b\  the  wa\'  of  Ihilfalo.  (lot  into 
the  tow  n  of  Ph  ie  Sabbatli  nioruiu^  and  ^fi\'e  notice  of  preach iu;^- at  4  o'clock. 
A  .small  number  collected  to  whom  I  ])reached.  The  most  of  the  })eo])le  were 
enjL;aiL;ed  in  their  seeular  concerns  as  on  otlier  days.  Rode  on  a  few  miles  to 
Mr.  MorcheadV,  a  respectable  famil\-  with  some  apparent  piet\-,  here  we  lodged. 
Ocl.  2Sth.  \\*e  u<'\v  after  a  few  miles  ride  to  the  Penns\-l\'ania  lines  e!itered 
the  unbroken  foie.-l  ;  following  the  Indian  path  our  proi^ress  was  slow;  and 
when  nii^ht  came  on  we  struck  a  liie  and  encam])ed.  Soon  after  a  man 
the  name  of  Habcock  joined  us  with  au  axe  ;  we  •^ot  a  j^ood  hre,  turned  our 
horses  into  the  wood  with  one  bell  o'n,  and  lav  down  in  my  blanket  and  slept 
safely  in  the  wood.  In  the  moruiuL;'  our  horses  were  out  of  hearim^  ;  the\' 
took  tile  path  eastwaid.  Austin  o\ertook  and  broui^ht  them  back  in 

time  to  reach  CattarauL^us  bef*>re  dark.  Put  uj)  with  a  family  li\  in^-  but 
little  abo\-e  the  Indian  habits,  by  the  n;ime  of  Skinner.  30th.  This  morn- 
intj^  I  wa>  \-er\'  unwell,  had  considerable  fe\'er,  and  was  unable  to  sit  tip  but 
little.  (  )ur  horses  liad  stia  .  ed  three  or  four  miles  to  the  Indian  villai^e.  At 
e\-euim;  (  fen.  Paine  and  two  or  tine.-  hands  came  in  from  ])retendin:;  to  cut 
and  opni  a  load  throu^^h  from  Ihilfalo  to  Pennsyl\-ania  line.  There  came 
also  four  men  retarniu;^  from  the  R  .'-er\'v-  to  Couneclicut  all  on  foot.  Mr. 
Pad,L;-er  returned  to  the  West  the  next  ve;ir.  ( )f  his  journe\' throu.'^h  Chautau- 
(pia  countx  th  ii  year  hes,i\'s  :   \Ve  arrived  on  Tuesday  (  .\})ril,  1802,)  about  iwo 
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o'clock  in  tlie  afternoon  at  Cattarauj^ns  on  the  sand])ar.  I  sent  a  man  to  tlie 
Indians,  ^ot  a  canoe,  crossed  over  my  family  and  j^oods,  tied  a  rope  to  tlie 
wa<^on  and  drew  it  across  the  bar.  Bnt  before  we  <;ot  onr  tent  ])ilc]ied,  there 
came  a  storm  of  wind,  hail  and  rain,  directly  across  the  lake,  which  bron<;ht 
in  the  water  like  a  flood.  Here  I  j^ot  several  bnshels  of  corn  of  the  Indians 
at  a  dollar  per  bnshel  and  some  coarse  hay.  From  this  ])lace  we  made  onr 
way  slowly,  cnttin^^,  as  we  had  done,  many  small  trees  and  saplin,i^s  to  make 
room  for  the  wa<;on,  nntil  Friday  near  dark  we  arrived  at  F^sq.  Robinson's 
the  first  honse  in  Pennsylvania." 

Sottlc  finally  retnrned  to  Cattaran<»^ns  and  resnmed  possession  of  the 
improvements  that  he  had  made.  It  is  said  that  he  retnrned  in  1801,  accom- 
panied by  Captain  Rosencrantz,  an  officer  of  the  army  and  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  to  the  head  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  Indians  residin^r 
in  western  New  York.  It  conld  not  have  been  true  that  Rosencrantz  was  at 
that  time  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Wayne  for  tlic  Indian  wars  were  ended 
and  Wayne  had  died  in  1796.*  It  has  also  been  said  that  Sottle  was  accom- 
panied on  his  return  by  William  Sidney.  (William  CV.  S>dnor  is  probal)ly 
meant.)  If  this  was  so  Sydnor  did  not  tlien  take  up  his  residence  there,  but 
returned  to  the  place  from  which  he  came  for  a  while,  which  is  (piite  possi- 
ble, for  if  vSydnor  accompanied  him  the  return  of  Sottle  must  have  occurred 
later  than  1801.  Sydnor  did  not  become  a  resident  at  Cattaraugus  until  as 
late  as  1804,  as  appears  by  the  following-  letters  to  Joseph  I^llicott  ]>reserved 
amonj^  the  ]xapers  relatiui;  to  the  Holland  company  in  the  IhilTalo  Historical 
Society  rooms  : 

* '  Tjm  i:,  I )  i:c  i:  m  1  ic  r  16,  1 8( 
I  wish  to  ]Mirchase  from  loo  to  200  acres  of  laud  on  Silver  creek  includ- 
ini;  the  mouth  thereof,  also  a  small  tract  on  Cattarau,L;us  sa\-  the  same  num- 
ber of  acres  near  or  opposite  to  where  the  black  man  Joe  formerly  lived  if 
those  lands  are  for  sale.  I  will  be  obli^^ed  if  you  will  inform  me  ])v  the 
return  of  Mr.  McClintock  the  i)rices  and  jxiyments.  If  the\  suit  me  I  will 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  waitinj^  on  \ou  to  purchase  these  lands.  I  am 
respectfully  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  (r.  Svdxok.'' 
l\y  a  letter  to  Josej^h  ICllicott,  beariui^  date  Greenfield,  March  4th,  1804, 
written  by  a  ])erson  whose  siji^nature  is  indistinct,  it  is  stated  that  William 
G.  S\  dnor  talks  of  mo\  in.i^  to  Cattarau,:j;us,  X.  V.,  to  o|)en  an  inn. 

When  vSottle  returned  to  the  Cattarau<^ais  I>ott()ms,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  date,  he  made  it  his  permanent  abode  aucl  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death.  Hebou;^]itno  lauds  h()we\'er  until  180'^),  when  he  jMircha^ed 
by  contract  lots  55  and  59  in  Cattarau.:;us  village.  He  made  little  or  no 
ini])ro\fmenl  upon  his  laud.  In  i8()f)  ho  had  not  sunieieutl\'  cleared  for  the 
raisini;  of  j^rain.     Hj  had  acquired  the  habits  of  Indian  and  border  life.  He 

♦KoscMcraiitz  (hirintf  Uie  campaign  nuainst  the  Indians  in  1771  had  Kee  n  a  bt-arcr  of  dispatches  more  than 
once  from  Wayne  tothe  Indian's  of  western  New  York,  as  apptars  liy  a  letter  written  by  liini  when  he  was  com- 
mander in  chief  to  Cor  nplanlcr.  Kyasulha,  and  otlier  "chiefjfof  the  Allegheny," 
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\vas  a  mail  of  considerable  natiYe  ability  and  inforination,  and  in  early  years 
not  without  native  dii^nity  and  politeness.  After  his  return  to  Cattarau<^iis 
P)()tt(Mns  he  married  a  nec;Tess  of  BufTa]o  to  the  mortification  of  his  relatives, 
some  of  whom  moved  in  respectable  circles.  She  was  called  ''Old  Chloe" 
and  was  an  excellent  housekee})er,  but  was  ''  not  abo\e  reproach  in  a  moral 
sense."  After  tlie  death  of  his  wife  about  i8it,  he  became  more  eccentric^ 
intemp(.-r  lie,  di.-solute  and  thrii'tless.  lie  lived  in  a  shanty  a.nd  died  in  1S49. 
A  s\\arth\-  son,  J/ara  Sawtt  l,  was  f^r  se\'eii  years  an  inmate  of  the  Chautau- 
([ua  eonnly  ])oor  hoUNC,  and  died  there  at  the  a_L;v.  of  January  i,  1SS6. 
I)urii!L;  iSo:-  and  i  So^  Skinner  pro1)ably  continued  to  reside  at  the  Cattarati- 
i^us  Hats.  I'erhaps  Sottle  was  there  also.  \\'e  ha\'e  no  account  of  any  other 
settlers  duriuL,^  that  period  except  Charles  Avery,  who  it  is  believed  came  in 
one  or  the  otlier  of  those  \  ears. 

Cattaraugus  \'illa.v;e,  tlie  site  of  their  settlement  was  afterwa"ds  surve\ed 
into  lots  b\-  the  Holland  Land  Company  with  the  expectation  of  its  becoinin<^ 
an  important  man u tact urin-L;"  ])lace.  Joseph  I^llicott  sn«.;«4ested  that  water 
mii^ht  be  taken  from  the  Cattaraui^us  three  miles  from  its  mouth  and  carried 
alom;-  the  >i(le  of  the  hill  to  Cattarau^^us.  villa<^e  and  there  used  for  manufac- 
tuiiiiL;  lnlrpose^.  In  later  years  expectations  were  entertained  that  the  New 
V(»rk  and  lu'ie  railioad  would  lix  its  Lake  hj'ie  termination  at  the  mouth  of 
the  CattarauLjus,  and  a  \-ilIa^e  plot  was  made  1)\'  capitalists  who  formed  the 
Irxim;  Com]>an\-.  Aiuoul;  them  were  bh'astus  Corninj^,  William  L.  Marey, 
()]i\cr  Lee,  Ileuian  J.  Redfield,  Thomas  !>.  Stoddard,  Iv.ekiel  15.  (iUernse\' 
and  hr.  Ileury  W  Wilcox.  A ])propriations  tor  harbor  impro\-ements  were 
made  b\  couL^ress.  The  selection  of  Dunkiik  f»)r  the  terminus  of  the  rail- 
road destr('\  c-d  th.eir  ])rospect.  Cattaraui^us  is  now  re])resented  b\- the  \  illai;e 
of  IiA  iuL:.  r!>per  lr\iuL;  was  formerly  known  as  LaCxran^e,  named  fioui  the 
home  of  Lal'\i\elte  in  b'lance. 

In  iS<>i  >ctt](.inent  was  al.so  commenced  thirt\'  miles  westward  of  Catta- 
raU'^r.s  ere'ek  in  what  i>  now  Westfield.  It  was  effected  tlnonj^li  the  enter- 
l^ise  of  Col.  James  MeMahan.  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  inllueiitial 
])ioneer  eiti/.ens  of  the  count)'.  He  was  born  in  X< .rthumberland  county. 
Pa.,  in  March  170s.  Piior  to  1795  he  sur\e\-ed  two  seasons  in  western 
Penn^N  Iwmia,  and  for  six  months  at  a  time  saw  no  white  ]»ersons  exce]>t 
his  assistant^.  He  was  sur\'eyin;^  there  in  1794  when  Wayne  defeated  the 
Indians  in  tlie  decisix'e  battle  on  the  Manmee  ri\er.  In  this  Indian  war  the 
frontiers  of  Pennsylxania  suiTered  from  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  their 
hostile  ex])editions  exteiidim;-  even  to  the  l>orders  of  Chautau<pia  count\'. 
(  )ne  of  McMahairs  chainbearers  was  shot  and  scaljx-d  b\-  the  Indians  this 
year  as  he  and  his  men  were  returnin,Lj^  to  tlieir  camp  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Proken-Straw.  Mr.  McMahiui  n,iarried  July  3,  1795,  Sarah  McCord,  and 
])assed  throu_i;h  tiiis  eount\'  about  the  same  \ear.     Ha\in_i;  exp'ored  some 
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parts  of  llie  lake  rc<;ioii  with  a  view  to  a  residence,  lie  first  selected  land  in 
Harbor  Creek,  Pa.  He  there  cleared  a  piece  of  land,  sowed  it  to  wheat  and 
built  a  lo^  cabin  where  he  esta])lished  his  wife  and  child.  He  afterwards 
sold  his  land  and  soon  after  the  survey  s  l)y  the  Holland  coni])any  were  be<;un 
commenced  neji^otiations  for  lands  in  Chatitanqua  count)'.  In  iSor  accom- 
panied b\"  Andrew  Straid)  he  visited  the  lake  re^non,  and  made  a  contract 
for  his  brother  John  McMahan  to  j)urchase  township  4  in  rrni^e  14,  which 
iiicluded  all  the  villaj^e  of  Westfield,  and  parts  of  the  towns  ol  WestfK  ld  and 
Chautauqua.  These  lands  were  bounded  north  by  Lake  l^rie,  east  bv  the 
present  tcnvn  of  Portland,  south  by  a  part  of  the  present  towns  of  Chautau- 
qua and  Westfield,  west  by  Ripley  and  contained  22,014  acres  of  unsurveyed 
lands,  for  which  $^2.^0  per  acre  was  to  be  paid  and  $1,035  "^^'•'^'^  paid  down. 
James  also  purchased  for  himself  4,074  acres  of  unsurveyed  land  in  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Ripley,  the  tract  extendin<^  from  the  lake  two  miles  southward, 
and  from  the  cast  line  of  Ripley  3  1-4  miles  westward  nearly  to  the  site  of 
Ouincy.  The  terms  of  payment  were  like  those  jj^ran ted  his  ])rother.  James 
also  selected  for  himself  out  of  his  brother's  townshij),  lot  13,  which  extended 
east  to  the  old  cross  roads,"  so  called  Trom  its  bein^  the  ])oint  where  the 
rude  road  or  trail  between  HufTalo  and  Erie  was  crossed  by  the  Old  I'ortaj^e 
road.     Here  he  settled  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  Chautaucpia  creek. 

The  printed  blank  forms  commonly  used  by  the  company  were  not  in  this 
case  used  ;  the  contracts  were  in  manuscri])t,  and  contained  liberal  provisions 
to  encouraj^e  immij^ration,  and  the  sale  of  smaller  ])arcels  to  actual  settlers. 
These  contracts,  althou<;h  considered  as  made  in  iSoi,  were  not  fully  exe- 
cuted until  May  or  July  1803.  When  portions  of  their  land  were  sold  by  the 
McMahans,  the  purchasers  took  their  deeds  from  the  Holland  Land  Com])any 
which  credited  the  McMahans  with  the  ])urchase  money  paid.  James,  an 
ex]>erienced  surveyor,  surve>"ed  the  township  which  he  ])urchased  for  Jolin 
into  lots  j^aMierally  a  mile  square,  instead  of  of  a  mile,  as  was  the  custom 
of  the  Holland  company.  The  numbers  of  the  lots  commenced  at  the  south- 
west corner  of  the  townshijis  instead  of  the  southeast.  Jame^  surveyed  his 
lands  in  Ri])le\-  into  lots  by  lines  runnini^  at  ri,L;lit  aii_L;les  with  the  lake 
iusteiid  of  b\'  meridian  lines  as  the  Holland  comj^.iny  sur\-eye^I.  In  other 
respeels  the  sur\-e\-  of  l)oth  of  these  tracts  difiered  from  tliat  of  the  Holland 
Company. 

.\ndrew  Straub  in  his  visit  to  this  re<;ion  selected  ]and>  a  short  distance 
east  ()f  the  site  of  the  villa,L4e  of  Westfield  upon  vStraub's  creek.''  In  iSoi 
he  ])uilt  a  house  and  oecu])ied  it.  He  resided  there  foruKiny  \  cars.  Stones 
from  his  fireplace  and  other  relics  of  his  lu^use  have  been  found  in  Liter  \  ears. 
He  had  no  family,  and  did  \U)l  at  the  time  obtain  title  to  the  land  because  it 
had  not  been  surveyed.  In  September,  1803,  he  contracted  for  about  450 
acres  on  lot  17  or  26,  of  the  John  McMahan  tract. 
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When  Chautauqua  county  ^vas  first  settled  it  formed  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Xorthanipton  in  tlie  county  of  Ontario.  The  proYince  of  New  York,  by 
a  law  ])asscd  in  1683,  was  diYided  into  tweh'e  counties.  Albany  county 
included  the  couiitr\-  east  of  the  Hudson  north  of  R(i,dof  Jonsens  creek 
creek  in  the  count)'  of  Columbia  ;  on  the  west  side  it  included  the  county 
north  of  vSawer's  creek,  now  vSan<;erties,  in  tlie  county  of  Ulster.  Ky  this 
and  subse(iuent  statutes  Albany  count)'  was  made  to  comprise  all  of  New 
\'()r];  h  iu.n  north  and  west  of  this  limit  includin;^  that  extensive  countr)-  to 
the  west  of  h'ort  ( )rau<4e  (Albau)',)  which  was  even  as  late  as  i(^>^^\  (lesi,i;uated 
as  "Terra  Incoi^uita"  or  rnkuowu  Land,  ineludin<4- also  atone  time  all  of 
X'ermout.  In  1772  the  count)'  of  Tr)'on  was  formed  from  Albau)-.  It 
included  all  the  state  west  of  the  Delaware  river  and  a  line  extendin<^  nortli 
tlirouijh  Selioharie,  and  alouj^  the  east  lines  of  the  }>resent  counties  of  Mont- 
♦^omer)',  b'ulton  and  Hamilton  and  continuing  in  a  straight  line  to  Canada. 
It  C(jmprised  much  the  greater  ])ortion  of  the  state.  It  was  named  from  Wil- 
liam Tr\(>u,  the  liritish  governor  of  the  state  immediately  preceding  the 
Re\'oIution.  The  name  Trxon  having  become  obnoxic)Us,  the  legislature  in 
17S4  changed  the  name  to  ^Montgomery  in  lionor  of  (ien.  Richard  Mont- 
gomer\-  who  fell  at  the  siege  of  Ouebec. 

In  !7S(j  ()nta!io  counl\-  was  formed  from  Montgomery  and  included  all 
the  stale  l\  iug  west  of  the  east  line  of  the  Phelps  and  (iorham  Purchase,  all 
of  ihe  "(lenesee  Counti).''  It  was  identical  with  the  great  tract  ceded  b\' 
New  \'ork  to  Ma»aehu^t  tls.  The  ])ortion  of  ( )ntario  count)'  l)  ing  west  of 
the  (  K  iiest  e  ri\('!-  and  a  line  ext^-iMling  due  south  from  the  point  of  junelion 
of  tliat  ri\er  and  Canaseraga  creek  to  the  south  line  of  the  state,  was  erected 
int<>  the  town  of  Xorthumberland.  This  town  included  at  the  time  of  the 
settlement  of  CliautaiKiua  count)'  all  of  the  Holland  Purchase  and  the  Mor- 
ris Re>er\  e.  March  30,  1X02.  an  act  of  the  legislature  erected  the  count)'  of 
<  ienesee  from  ( )ntario.  Its  boundaries  were  identical  with  those  of  the  town 
of  Xortluunpton.  It  was  sid>di\  i(K;d  into  the  towns  of  Xortham])ton,  South- 
anj|)ton,  Leicester  and  Ikitax'ia.  What  is  now  Chautauqua  count)'  was  by 
till-  act  ma<le  a  part  of  Uatavia,  which  also  included  nearly  all  of  lu'ie,  Xiagara 
and  Ca.ttaraui^us  counties. 

Ivirly  in  the  spring  of  iS()2  Col.  James  McMahan  cleared  and  planted  to 
corn  ten  acres  of  ihe  land  that  he  had  selected  from  his  brother's  ])urchase  in 
Westfield,  and  built  upon  it  a  log  house"  in  which  he  installed  his  family  in 
the  fall.  This  cleared  iield  was  the  Hrst  land  cleared  and  culti\'ated  b)-  a 
white  man  hax  in.g  the  right  to  the  soil  within  the  limits  of  Chautaiupia. 

At  the  solicitation  of  Col.  McMahan,  ICdward  McIIenr)'  of  Xorth umber- 
land  count)',  P.I.,  was  induced,  to  come  to  the  ''Cross  Roads,''  ))eeome  a  set- 

*^\\'il!i.nn  A'crot  !'ornKii\'  ;i  ^iK  i  itrot' tlu- C(jmity  in  isjo  owned  IIk-  land  u  hero  thi>  lot;  lionsc  siooil,  and  .it 
tlio  su'^l;.  ^lioii  (.1  juduf  )•!.  T.  !  i«)U-.  Ik- tri  rted  n]><>ii  it  a  nnninnit-nl  '  to  foninit-nioratf  the  place  \s  lierc  the 
fn>l  tavern  \\  a>  ki  pt  in  C!iaulaii<iua  coimtv,  the  lirst  militia  training;  and  the  llrst  loan  meeting  were  held." 
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tier,  and  keep  a  liouse  of  entertaiiiincnt  for  eiiiij^raiits,  wlio  were  findinji^  llieir 
way  to  the  Western  Reserve.  He  came  in  tlie  sprin;^  of  1S02,  a  little  later 
than  Mc^Iahan,  ])nilt  a  Io.l;  house  at  the  Cross  Roads  n])on  land  adjoinin^i^ 
McMalian's,  moved  his  family  into  it,  and  ojK-ned  his  tavern  which  became 
a  famons  ;^atherinj;-  i)lace.  Here  tlie  town  meetin;>s,  elccti<»ns,  and  tiainin,!:»; 
days  <jf  the  connly  were  held  for  many  years.  A  lew  months  after  McIIen- 
ry\s  arrival.  An^nst  2S,  iS()2,  an  event  occurred  in  his  famil\- of  no  little  im- 
j)ortance  in  the  history  of  the  county.  It  was  the  birth  of  John  McIIenry, 
the  first  white  child  born  within  its  limits.  (John  McIIenry  spent  all  of  his 
days  in  Chautauqua  county.)  David  Kincaid  in  November  1S02,  purchased 
lot  14,  north  of  James  McMahan's  lands,  and  settled  there  the  same  year. 

The  first  preparations  for  the  mi^i^hty  tide  of  emii^ration  soon  to  pour  itself 
into  the  West  was  this  year  (1802)  made  in  Chautaiupia  count)',  A  rude  road 
was  opened  between  Cattaraugus  and  Chautaiujua  creeks  by  (icn.  Ivlward 
Paine,  (founder  of  Painesville,  Ohio.)  He  was  cmplo\  cd  b\-  Connecticut  to 
open  a  waj^on  road  west  from  lUiffalo  to  enable  emij^rants  to  reach  the  Wes- 
terii  Reserve"  in  Ohio,  sometimes  called  ''Connecticut  I'ire  Lands''  and 
sometimes  ''  New  Connecticut."  He  was  en<:;a<;ed  in  this  work  the  j^icced- 
ini^  year.  Josc])h  l)ad<;er,  the  missionary,  stales  in  his  journal  of  his  journey 
from  the  west  to  Massachusetts  in  iSoi,  that,  while  stojipiuL;-  for  the  nii^ht 
with  vSkinuer  at  Cattarau.^us  creek,  at  evening;  (ren.  Paine  and  two  or  thiee 
hands  came  in  from  ])retendin|L;  to  cut  and  oi)en  a  road  throu;^]i  fiom  Puffalo 
to  1  Vnnsyh  ania.  line."  Al)out  all  that  Oen.  Paine  did  was  to  cut  .iwa\'  fallen 
trees  and  underbrush  and  mark  the  route  over  the  fninest  i^round  and  the 
l)est  places  to  cross  the  stream.  He  built  no  bridi^es.  The  road  terminated 
not  far  from  the  villat^e  of  Westficld,  was  afterwards  known  as  l^iine's 
Road,"  and  was  the  only  one  used  by  settlers  comin.L;^  from  the  east  for  two. 
or  three  >ears.  It  was  ])robably  completed  in  i«So2.  It  was  afterwards  con- 
tinued to  the  state  line  by  the  settlers. 

These  settlements  were  all  that  were  made  in  the  county  previous  to  1803. 
To  Westfield  and  to  Hanover  belon<^  the  distinction  of  beini;-  the  first  settled 
towns  of  the  county.  Which  was  the  earlier  settled  has  been  a  subject  of 
contro\-ers\-.  Who  were  the  first  settlers  of  the  countr\',  or  of  the  county  or 
town  in  which  one  resides,  and  when  .and  where  they  settled  are  alwa\s  sub- 
jects of  interest.  In\-esti;^ations  respectinj^-  it  howe\'er  are  not  (|ui(e  satisfac- 
tory, if  the  (juestion  is  not  accuratel)'  determined.  It  is  ahsolutely  safe  to 
say  that  this  count)-  was  first  settled  in  iSoi.  The  short  time  during  which  the 
hut  or  cabin  at  the  Cattarau<j;-us  bottoms  was  Sottle's  abidinj^  place  in  1796 
and  1797  can  scarcely  be  rej^^arded  as  sulTicient  under  tlie  circumstances  to 
entitle  his  livin<^  there  "  a  settlement."  He  had  no  le;^al  title  to  the  land 
upon  which  his  cabin  was  built.  The  scanty  improvements  he  made,  his 
early  departure  and  his  long  absence,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  he  regarded 
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this  as  merely  a  temporary  dwelling  place.  This  opinion  is  stren<^thened  by 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Atwater,  the  surveyor  in  whose  employ  he  served  in  1798 
and  1799,  reported  him  in  his  list  of  assistants,  as  a  resident  of  Chenango 
county,  a  fact  which  he  undoubtedly  learned  from  Sottle.  Again  vSottle 
appears  in  the  list  of  another  survex  ing  party  as  being  from  Buffalo  creek. 
His  subsecpient  residence  here  was  of  a  different  character.  Altliough  his 
cabin  was  primitive,  and  tlie  improvements  that  he  made  but  trifling,  his 
occupation  was  continuous,  lasted  for  years  and  until  his  death,  and  was 
accompanied  within  a  fev/  years  by  a  purchase  of  lands. 

Skinner  seems  to  have  been  a  permanent  settler.  He  built  a  cabin  which 
he  and  his  famih'  occupied  at  least  as  early  as  1801,  and  for  three  or  four 
vears  resided  there  and  kept  an  apology  for  an  inn.  Andrew  Straub  seems 
also  to  luu  e  been  an  eijually  genuine  settler  of  Westfield  in  1801.  Although 
he  did  not  acquire  a  legal  right  to  the  land  in  i8or,  he  built  a  logliouse  in 
that  year,  followed  it  up  by  making  a  clearing,  and  later  by  a  purchase  of 
the  land  and  a  residence  of  many  years.  The  settlement  of  the  county  had 
certainh'  been  commenced  in  1801,  in  both  Westfield  and  Hanover,  but 
which  of  the  first  comers  to  these  towns  was  the  earliest  actual  settler,  can 
not  certainly  be  determined. 

AUhougli  vSottle,  Skinner,  vStraub  and  McHenry  were  the  first  persons 
domiciled  within  tlie  count)'.  Col.  James  McMahan  was  the  first  to  fully  con- 
smnmate  a  settlement  by  ac(iuiring  ownershi])  to  the  soil  and  making  really 
substantial  and  ]K*rnianent  improvements.  In  1795,  one  \  ear  l)efore  Sottle  is 
said  to  have  first  located  at  the  Cattaraugus  bottoms,  McMahan  explored  the 
country  ak>ng  the  lake  with  a  \-iew  to  residence.  In  1801  he  made  the  first 
purchase  of  lands  made  b\-  an  actual  settler  and  paid  a  considerable  amount 
down,  thus  obtaining  the  first  right  to  make  im])rovements  and  to  li\-e  upon 
kmds  of  the  county.  In  1S02  he  cleared  and  planted  the  first  field  cultivated 
U>  any  extent  in  tlie  countx',  ]>ui]t  a  house  upon  it  the  same  \-ear  and  moved 
his  famih-  into  it.  He  v.as  sole  owner  of  the  so\\  he  occu])ied,  and  the  only 
])er>on  tliat  liad  a  legal  right  to  make  impro\-ements  within  the  countx'. 
Under  liis  ans])ices  came  Straub,  McHenry,  and  the  others  that  followed 
tliem.  He  was  tlie  one  that  went  before  and  prepared  the  way  for  the  com- 
ing of  otbn-^.  He  was  also  the  lirst  to  complete  a  full  settlement  \)y  ac<juir- 
ini;  title  1m  t.lu'  l;i!i(l  and  ])\-  making  u|)on  it  >ub>tantial  impi <»\einenls. 
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"  Reside  sovne  rai)i(l  strenm 
lie  rears  his  loj^  built  cal)iii.    When  the  cliaiiis 
Of  winter  fetter  Nature,  aud  no  sound 
Disturbs  the  echoes  of  the  dreary  woods, 
v^ave  when  some  stem  cracks  sharply  with  the  frost ; 
Tlien  merrily  rinj^s  liis  axe,  and  tree  on  tree 
Crashes  to  eartli." 

"  N"  1803  settlers  came  in  ra])i(lly  at  the  Cross  Roads.  Artliur  I>cll  in  Jan- 
nary,  Cliristo])lier  Dnll  in  Jnne,  James  Monti^omer)*  in  Jnh',  William 
Cnlbcrtson,  (leorj^e  and  John  De;;eer  and  Jeremiah  (leor^e  also  came  in 
1803.  Tliese  settlers  and  others  that  folhnved  them  from  Pennsylvania  were 
inflnenced  to  come  by  the  McMalians.  John  McMalian -had  visited  Chantaii- 
qna  connty  in  1802,  as  appears  ])y  his  letters  to  Joseph  Kllicott,  and  intended 
to  have  settled  in  the  connty  that  year  or  early  in  1803  bnt  sickness  pre- 
vented. He  set  out  in  the  fall  of  1803  from  Chelisqnaque,  Pa.,  with  his  fam- 
ily, arrived  at  Chautauqua  in  October,  1803,  and  settled  upon  the  west  side 
near  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  creek  upon  the  lands  his  brother  James  had 
contra(5led  for  him.    He  was  the  first  to  settle  at  or  near  Barcelona. 

Cattaran<;us,  Mayville  and  Barcelona  were  surveyed  into  villa<;e  lots  by 
the  Holland  land  company.  Xo  places  in  the  county  were  re<;arded  of  so 
much  importance  as  these.  Barcelona  was  made  a  port  of  entry,  and,  in 
1828,  Judt;e  Thomas  B.  Campbell  erected  a  lii^hthouse  for  the  <;overnment 
which  was  li<^hted  by  natural  i^as  carried  in  wooden  pump-loi^s  from  the  cel- 
ebrated sprinj^^  located  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east.  This  sprin;^  was 
noted  b\'  tlie  surveyor  who  made  tlie  ori.i^inal  survey  of  the  townshij)  into 
lots.  We  copy  from  his  field-lK)ok  :  ( )n  lot  16  is  a  sprini;  that  l)y  jiuttini;  a 
blaze  of  fire  to  the  air  that  issues  out  of  the  fissures  of  a  rock  will  as  ([uiek  as 
li<^]itnin.i^^  take  fire,  and  l)urn  with  such  fury  that  the  leaves  on  the  trees 
iinmediately  over  the  blaze  at  the  hei«^ht  of  ten  feet  will  ])e  burnt.  When 
tlie  air  of  the  atmosphere  is  heavy  or  moist,  the  smell  of  the  air  from  this 
sprin^;  may  be  discovered  at  the  distance  of  forty  rods.  When  \-ou  are  at 
the  place  you  feel  a  sickness  at  the  stomach."  The  ^as  from  this  springe;  was 
afterwards  carried  to  Westfield  to  assist  in  lightin<j^  that  villa.^e. 

For  some  years  P»arcelona  was  a  place  of  considerable  trade.    The  produc- 
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tive  country  back  of  it,  its  favorable  location  with  reference  to  the  navij^able 
waters  of  Chautauqua  lake  and  the  south  part  of  the  county,  and  the  absence 
of  conipctin.cj  harbors  promised  to  give  it  some  commercial  importance.  In 
1831  a  steamboat,  William  Peacock,"  was  built  by  a  company  (principally 
citizens  of  Westfield)  to  transport  passengers  between  Buffalo  and  Erie. 
The  Barcelona  com])any  was  formed  to  develop  the  place.  Smith  and  Alacv 
of  lUiffalo,  Cliarles  M.  Reed  of  lu'ie,  Nathaniel  A.  Lowr)-,  Elial  T.  Foote  and 
Samuel  liarrctt  of  Jamestown,  Augustin  U.  Baldwin,  Calvin  Rumsey  and 
Thomas  U.  Campl)ell  of  Westfield  and  ])erhaps  others  were  members.  The 
building  of  the  great  lines  of  railroads  along  the  southern  shore  of  the  lake 
destroy  ed  the  prospects  of  the  town. 

In  1S03  a  serious  calamity  befel  the  community  at  the  Cross  Roads.  A 
sad  accident  depri\'ed  it  of  one  of  its  princi|)al  founders.  The  latter  })art  of 
August,  Mr.  McIIeiny  and  two  others  departed  from  the  Chautauqua  creek 
(Barcelona)  upon  Lake  lu'ie,  in  a  small  boat  U])on  a  vo\'age  to  the  settlement 
at  Erie,  to  obtain  a  suppl)'  of  ]>rovisions  for  his  tavern.  They  set  up  a 
pole  for  a  mast  and  a  blanket  for  a  sail,  after  sailing  about  four  miles 
u]>  the  lake  a  llaw  of  wind  capsized  the  boat.  McIIenry,  who  was  a  good 
swimmer,  told  the  others  who  were  not,  to  cling  to  the  boat  and  he  would 
swim  to  the  shore,'  which  was  a  mile  away,  but  he  was  drowned  and  his 
body  was  ne\'er  found.  His  two  companions,  Culverson  and  Degeer,  saved 
themselves  b\-  clinging  to  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  This  was  the  first 
death  of  a  white  ]>erson  residing  in  the  county.  Joseph  Badger,  the 
missionary  who  was  attending  a  meeting  of  the  lu'ie  Presbytery,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, came  to  the  Cross  Roads  to  conduct  the  funeral  services.  We 
co]\\'  frv)m  his  journal  :  vSepteml)er  2,  1S03,  rode  to  Chautauqua  to 
visit  a  family  under  heav\'  aflliction.  Mr.  McIIenr\-,  the  husband  and 
fuller  of  a  voung  and  amiable  famil\',  was  drowned  in  the  lake. 
Preached  on  the  occasion  the  first  sermon  e\-er  ])reached  in  the  ])lace,  from 
Eccl.  IX,  12  :  "  P'or  man  also  kuoweth  not  his  time.''  The  widow  McHenry 
continued  to  kee])  the  tavern  at  the  Cross  Roads.  She  married  James  Perry, 
who  a  few  yeais  kiter  left  his  home  fi>r  a  short  absence  and  never  was  heard  of 
Mrs.  Perry  died  at  Ripley  when  m-er  eight\'  \-ears  of  age. 

Almost  as  soon  as  settlement  commenced  in  western  New  York  the 
political  organization  of  the  scattered  iuhal»ilants  commenced  also.  Courts 
were  establislied  and  local  officers  were  chosen.  March  i,  1S03,  the 
first  U)wn  meeting  of  the  Holla!ul  Purchase  was  held  at  Peter  \'andeventer's 
log  ta\-ern,  in  tlie  pie-^ent  t(»wn  of  Xewstead,  Ivrie  count)-.  Town  officers 
were  tiien  cho">en  fur  tlie  town  of  Ikita\'ia,  of  which  Chautauqua  was  a  part. 
The  wliole  number  <»f  voters  then  on  the  Holland  IHuchase  was  153,  of  whom 
ut 4  Were  i^reseiit  at  this  town  meeting.  Peter  \'ande\'enter  the  landlord, 
aiul  JonallKin  P.euuK,  of  the  settlement  at  P>atavia,  candidates  for  supervi>or, 
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stood  in  the  iiiiddle  of  the  road,  side  by  side,  near  tlie  tavern.  Those  voters 
who  favored  I>cnius  formed  in  a  line  on  liis  left,  and  those  who  favored  \'an- 
deventer  formed  in  a  line  on  his  ri^ht.  Bemns  had  70  votes,  \'andeventer 
74  votes,  and  was  duly  elected.  The  other  officers  were  elected  by  the 
uplifted  hand.  It  is  not  known  that  any  voter  from  Chautauqua  was  ])resent, 
and  no  officer  was  chosen  that  was  a  resident  there.  In  A|)ril,  1803,  the  first 
election  for  the  town  of  Batavia  was  held  at  Vandeventer's  inn,  at  which 
Caleb  Hyde,  the  republican  candidate  for  senator,  received  146  votes,  and 
Vincent  Matthews,  the  federal  candidate,  received  five  votes.  In  June,  the 
court  house  at  I>atavia  was  so  far  completed  as  to  admit  of  holdini:;- a  court,  at 
which  the  first  <;rand  jury  empanelled  west  of  the  Genesee  river  was  or<;anized. 

The  settlement  of  the  county  had  now  fairly  commenced.  Youn;^  men, 
hardy  and  stron<;,  skilled  in  woodcraft,  bej^^an  to  come  in  from  the  east. 
With  the  axe  alone  they  could  quickly  build  a  substantial  house.  Its  body 
they  made  of  logs  neatly  matched  at  the  corners,  cliinked  with  mud  and 
splints  of  wood,  its  roof  of  elm  bark  or  long  staves  riven  from  ash  or  hemlock 
trees,  was  held  in  j)lace  by  sa])lings  or  poles  running  lengthwise  with  and 
withed  to  the  roof,  a  hearth  and  fireplace  was  made  of  stones  gathered  near 
the  s|)ot,  a  chimney  of  sticks  cemented  with  mud  and  straw,  a  fioor  of  the 
halves  of  s})lit  logs  laid  with  the  flat  side  up.  Without  hannner  or  nails,  and 
with  no  other  implements  than  an  axe  and  auger,  the  j)ioneer  could  manu- 
facture all  his  household  furniture,  the  puncheon  table  and  chairs,  the  bedstead 
of  poles  framed  into  the  log  walls  of  his  house,  (the  bed  cords  made  of  strips  of 
bark,)  doors  of  hewed  planks,  and  windows  in  which  was  oiled  jxiper  instead 
of  glass.  With  his  axe  he  would  scoop  out  a  hollow  in  the  top  of  a  stump, 
bend  to  it  a  neighboring  sapling,  and  fasten  to  its  top  with  strips  of  deer- 
skins a  ]K\stle  of  wood  or  stone  to  pound  his  dried  corn  into  ''  grits''  which 
he  called  'Mneal.''  This  was  his  flouriiig  mill.  vShould  you  commiserate 
the  pioneer  u}:>on  his  privations  and  hardshi])s  he  would  not  understand  \ou. 
Was  not  his  cabin,  protected  from  the  cold  blasts  of  winter  l)y  the  tall  forest 
trees  standing  around  it,  warmed  to  its  tliick  walls  by  a  njaring  fire  of  great 
logs,  as  comfortable  as  the  best?  His  "corn-grits,''  well-cooked,  were  sweet 
and  nourishing.  Witli  now  and  then  some  fresh  venison,  the  flesh  of  the 
the  wild  turkey,  or  delicious  brook  trout  from  the  cold  stream  that  flowed 
past  his  cal)in  door,  what  more  could  he  ask  ? 

Yet  contented  as  was  the  pioneer,  he  soon  began  to  look  forward  to  the 
enjoyments  of  greater  conveniences.  His  first  want  was  a  sawmill  to  manu- 
facture lumber  for  his  house — a  grist  mill  to  make  better  meal  and  flour,  and 
more  in  quantity,  than  his  primitive  mills  could  do.  The  nearest  points  at 
which  the  people  during  the  first  years  of  settlement  could  olitain  grinding, 
was  at  Erie,  Pa.,  and  Black  Rock  on  Niagara  river.  John  McMahan  saw  the 
necessity  and  built  the  first  gristmill  in  the  county.    It  was  constructed  of 
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hewed  lo<^s  upon  Chautauqua  creek,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  its 
mouth.  John  McMahan  also  built  a  sawmill  the  same  year.  The  stones 
used  in  the  mill  came  from  its  vicinity.  Durin<^  the  war  of  1812  Mr. 
IMcMahan,  apjuvhendinL^  its  destruction  by  the  enenu',  discontinued  its  run- 
niu!^  and  sold  the  stones  to  be  used  in  tlie  Westfield  mill.  TIie\'  were  finally 
])hieed  beside  the  monument  erected  upon  the  site  of  tlie  old  McIIenrs'  tavern 
to  preserve  the  remembrance  of  important  facts  in  the  history  of  the  count)'. 
(vSee  Westfield.)  Of  the  persons  whose  names  are  inscribed  upon  this  mon- 
ument a  score  or  more  settled  in  the  \'icinity  of  the  Cross  Roads.  The>'  came 
from  Xorthumi)er]and,  r^Iiillin,  Dauphin  and  other  counties  alonj^'  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Juniata  ri\  ers  abo\-e  Harrisburi;. 

The  ]>leasant  climate  and  fertile  soil  of  the  country  around  the  Cross 
Roads  continued  to  attract  innni^rants,  and  made  it  iri  early  years  the  most 
important  settlement  of  tlie  county.  When  its  population  had  increased  and 
extended  to  the  east  side  of  Chautauqua  creek,  it  laid  aside  its  name  of  Cross 
Roads  for  Westfield. 

In  1804  Cliarles  Aver\'  ])urchased  lot  3  on  the  lake  close  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Cattarau,L;iis.  This  was  tlje  first  purchase  of  land  at  that  place.  He  proba- 
bly settled  there  in  j)()ssible  in  1802,  and  later  kept  a  small  assort- 
ment of  i;<>ods  for  trade  with  the  Indians.  William  (>.  Sydnor,  who  came 
this  \  ear,  ])nrchased  lots  i  and  2  where  the  creek  empties  into  the  lake.  At 
tlie  June  term  of  court  in  1804  at  P>atavia  he  was  licensed  to  keep  a  ferry  at 
the  mouth  i)i  Cattaraut^us  creek.  This  year  his  dau«;hter  Canjline  the  first 
white  child  of  C;ittarau.*;us  \-illai^e  was  born.  Mr.  Sydnor  was  the  first  per- 
son to  die  there.  At  his  decease  he  was  keepiu;;-  the  tavern,  a  small  log 
cabin  with  a  'Meanto attached.  His  wife  continued  the  business.  Papers 
preserved  in  Mi.  S\'dnor\s  handwriting  show  that  he  was  possessed  of  more 
than  ordiiiar\-  accomplishments,  scarcely  to  be  expected  of  the  occupant  of  a 
log  cal)in  at  the  C:ittaraugus  bottoms. 

During  this  year  the  first  settlement  was  made  at  Silver  Creek.  David 
Dickinson  |)Uicliased  b\-  a  contract  dated  August  i,  1803,  the  land  now  occu- 
pied by  the  N'illagc,  agreeing  to  build  a  sawmill  upon  it  by  April,  1804,  and 
a  gri.stmill  ]>v  April,  iSo^.  A  misunderstanding  that  existed  between  Mr. 
Dickinson  and  Abel  Cle\eland  was  amical)ly  settled,  and  the  article  for  the 
land  was  made  to  both  of  them,  and  dated  I'eb.  29,  1805.  Those  persons  and 
John  l\.  Howaid,  all  from  Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  built  log  houses  and  set- 
tled here  with  tiR-ir  families  about  1804.  Howard's  log  dwelling  was  on  the 
soutli  b>uik  of  the  creek,  near  where  Howard  street  crosses  it.  Dickinson 
and  Cle\  eUuid  erecte<l  theirs  further  down  near  Newberry  street.  Dickinson 
an<!  Ckxelaii  1  were  both  ilu  re  on  Jul\'  24,  i><o.\,  and  the  place  was  then 
known  as  Silver  Creek.  a->  a])pears  by  a  writing  executed  by  then]  at  that 
date.     Tl'e\-  >oo:i  completed  a  sawmill  and  made  a  mortar  Ivom  a  short  maple 
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lo<^  by  ciUtiii<^  and  buriiinj^^  out  a  cavity  in  one  end  in  whicli  tlicy  would 
place  a  j^^rist  of  corn  to  be  converted  into  meal  by  the  poinidini;"  of  a 
heavy  pestle  worked  up  and  down  by  the  wheel  of  the  sawmill.  The  time 
for  the  buildin<r  of  the  ^ristmill  was  extended  by  Joseph  ICllicott  to  the  win- 
ter of  1805.  The  mill  stones  for  this  mill  were  made  from  boulders  brou<;ht 
from  Oak  hill  100  rods  away.  Dickinson  and  Cleveland  fmally  sold  their 
property  and  returned  to  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Howard  remained  and  erected 
the  first  frame-house  in  Hanover,  on  the  site  of  the  Eureka  Smut-mill  works  in 
Silver  Creek.  In  the  spri n,!L^  of  1805.  Mr.  Howard  opened  this  house  as  a 
tavern  and  kept  it  until  1828.  It  was  one  of  the  most  }H)])ular  stop])in<^ 
places  ]>etween  I>un'alo  and  Krie. 

At  the  be;;innin«^  of  1804  the  settlements  made  in  the  county  were  con- 
fined to  Westfield  and  Hanover,  and  were  separated  by  twenty-five  miles  of 
woods.  This  year  the  Canadaway  settlement  was  comniL-nced  in  the  interven- 
ing^ forest  and  included  Fredonia,  the  country  around  it,  and  was  understood 
also  to  embrace  the  settled  ])ortion  of  vSheridan.  vSettleinent  was  commenced 
in  Sheridan  b\'  Francis  Weber,  who  came  from  Massachusetts  in  1804.  He 
settled  upon  the  Erie  road  southwest  of  Silver  Creek  on  lot  17,  about  a 
mile  west  of  the  east  line  of  Sheridan.  Hazadiali  Stebbins  also  settled  upon 
the  same  lot  the  same  year.  In  1804,  Orsamus  Holmes,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution selected  land  in  Sheridan.  In  the  winter  of  1804-5  ^^^^  vSherburne 
with  his  sons,  Alanson  and  Orij^in,  to  prepare  accommodations  for  his  family 
here.  The  next  June  his  wife  and  seven  children  came  in  a  covered  two- 
horse  sprini:^  carria<;e.  They  came  throuj^di  IJufifalo,  (a  small  settlement  con- 
sisting of  Crow's  tavern,  a  blacksmith  shop,  one  or  two  stores,  a  bakery,  and 
a  few  dwellinj^s,)  forded  BulTalo  creek,  and  followed  the  lake  beach, 
then  the  only  hio^hway,  passing;  the  first  nij^dit  ei<^ht  miles  west  of  Ihiffalo, 
the  next  nii^dit  at  Ei<i^h teen-mile  creek  and  the  next  on  Cattarauj^us  creek  at 
Capt.  Sydnor's,  who  is  described  as  an  ele.i^ant  ])enman  and  a  perfect  gen- 
tleman.'' At  Silver  Creek  they  found  Dickinson  residin<^  and  a  few  miles 
further  on  Francis  Webber.  The  next  day  they  reached  the  place  where  ?dr. 
Holmes  settled  upon  the  Erie  road,  two  or  three  miles  easterly  of  Fredonia. 
Mr.  Holmes  was  a  man  of  character  and  an  influential  citizen.  Plis  son  Alan- 
son  settled  near  him  the  same  year.  John  and  Alvah  H.  Walker,  (lerardand 
William  Griswold  from  New  Haini)shire,  Uriah  and  Joel  Lee  also  settled  the 
same  )  ear  in  vSheridan  alon<;-  the  line  of  the  Erie  road,  the  most  of  them  near 
the  Center.  While  this  settlement  wms  bein<j^  made,  one  was  commenced  at 
Fredonia,  then  called  Canadaway  from  the  stream  u]^ou  which  it  was  situ- 
ated. The  Canadaway  has  its  source  in  the  sprinj^s  amoii;^-  the  hills  of  Char- 
lotte and  Arkwri^ht,  Hows  at  first  in  cascades  and  rai)i(ls  throui^h  wild  .i;()  \L;'es, 
and  at  last  less  rouj^hly  to  Lake  ICrie.  The  Indians  ^L;ave  it  the  beauliful 
name  Ga-na-<.la-wa-o,    running  through  the  hemlocks,"  in  allusion  to  the 
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evert^recns  tliat  t^rew  thickly  upon  its  banks  and  overshadowed  the  chasms 
throns^^h  wliicli  it  ran. 

At  Cianadawao  or  Canada\va\',  as  tlic  white  man  pronounces  it,  the  settle- 
ment of  Ponifret  was  commenced  bv  Thomas  McClintock,  David  Eason,  and 
Low  Minii^er,  all  of  wliom,  like  the  settlers  at  tlie  Cross  Roads,  came  from  east- 
ern and  central  Pennsylvania.  Thomas  ^IcClintock  in  1S04  commenced  a 
clearing;-  and  built  a  cabin  upon  lands  that  he  had  entered  on  the  year  before. 
These  lands  included  lots  or  parts  of  lots  8,  14  and  20,  and  end)raced  the 
most  thickly  settled  ])ortion  of  the  \'illa*;-e  of  Kredonia  on  both  sides  of  the 
Canadaway.  Low  Mini^L;er  selected  land  northwest  of  the  villai^e,  and  partly 
built  a  loj^house  in  1S04  near  where  I)a\'id  I.  Mattison  resided  at  his  decease. 
David  Ivison  jKissed  the  summers  of  1^03  and  1S04  at  Canadawa\'.  lie 
selected  land  near  and  north  of  McClintock\s  afterwards  owned  b\'(ien.  l^lijali 
Risley.  He  built  a  loj;  house  U])on  the  bank  of  the  creek  near  where  (icn. 
I^lijali  Risley  afterward  resided  ;  the  floor  was  of  s])lit  loj^s  smoothed  with 
an  axe.  The  doors  were  made  in  the  same  way  and  fastened  together  with  pins, 
not  a  nail  ])eiuL;  use<l.  This  was  the  first  house  built  in  lM\'(h)nia.  In  the 
s])r!n';'  of  iSi)^  lie  mairied  Ma!i;aret  W'oodside,  and,  in  April  he  set  out  fr»)m 
Xorthumberland  couut\  with  Low  .Mini^L^er  and  others  and  their  fauiilies  for 
Cauadawaw  The\'  ascended  the  vSusciuehauna  and  the  vSiut-mahoniui^', 
jourue\ed  through  the  wilderness  t(»  the  AIIe^i^-aUN'  ri\'er,  and  fmally  reached 
()le(ui,  hax'int^  been  six  weeks  on  the  way,  campint^  out  most  of  the  nii^hts. 
At  ( )lean  they  found  an  ad\'ance  ^uard  of  pioneers.  There  the  hrst  perman- 
ent settlement  of  Cattaraugus  count}'  had  been  made  that  \  ear  by  ^lajor  Adam 
]Ioo|)s  autl  his  brother  Robert.  At  Olean  Ivison  and  his  conqnuiions  built 
canoes,  descended  the  Alle,!:;an\'  to  Warren,  ascended  the  Conewanj^o  and  the 
CassadaL^a,  passed  c»ver  Chautau(|ua  lake  to  Mayville  and  o\'er  the  Portaj^e 
Road  to  the  Cross  Road>.  He  and  his  wife  and  Mini_i;er  came  thence  to 
Can:id;iwa\-.  This  stran^i^e  weddiniL;-  trip,  notwithslandini^  the  dani^ers  and 
hardslii])s  of  so  Inui^'  a  fore.^t  jouriie\-,  was  not  without  enjo\  inent  to  this 
hardy  ]»ioueer,  and  doubtU-ss  not  without  romance  to  his  ])ri(le.  Mr.  Ivason 
oil  Ins  ariixal  at  his  Io'l^  house  at  Cauadawa\'  had  ))Ut  Sio  wliioh  he  paid  for 
a  b;niel  of  ilour  bioii-dit  aeross  the  lake  fi'tnu  Canada.  Lpoii  this  with  fish 
and  wild  L';ame  he  and  Ids  wife  subsisted  until  the  \x\L;etables  that  they 
pl.nited  ill  the  spiin;^-  matured. 

About  the  time  tliat  ICasou  arri\ed  at  Canadawa\-,  Zattu  Cusliiii';-  had 
brom^ht  to  an  eiul  .it  the  same  ])Iace  a  like  remarkable  journey  thr(.)UL;h  the 
forests  of  Western  Xew  York.  Mr.  Cushiuii^was  born  at  Ph  inouth,  Mass.,  in 
i77(\  He  afterwards  worked  at  ship  buildin;^  in  P>oston  harbor.  In  1799 
he  went  to  Pres<pie  Isle  to  su|)eriiitend  the  buildin;^^  of  ashi|>.  It  was  named 
the*'(iood  Intent  "  and  was  lost  with  all  on  board  in  iSc^^.  In  his  long- 
return  jounu-y  to  tiie  ICast  after  the  building-  of  tlie  vessel,  he  passed  a  night 
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in  tlie  wilderness  on  the  very  spot  near  the  Canadaway  wliere  liis  liouse  was 
afterwards  built.  The  next  niornin.i;  he  passed  over  the  <;round  where  40 
years  later  he  was  buried.  In  February,  1805,  he  started  from  eastern  New 
York  and  conveyed  his  family  and  his  ^oods  by  means  of  two  yoke  of  oxen 
drawini;-  a  sled.  lie  then  had  five  children.  They  were  three  weeks  in 
makintj^  the  journey,  .and  drove  four  cows.  The\'  ])rou.L;ht  a  bushel  of  salt 
and  half-a-bushcl  of  ai'>ple  seeds,  from  which  a  nursery  was  commenced  and 
an  orchard  set  out  on  the  Marsh  farm.  This  was  ])n)])al)l\-  the  oldest  orchard 
in  the  county.  On  Mr.  Cushini^'s  arrival  at  Canadawa\',  the  snow  was  deep 
and  the  weather  was  cold.  He  moved  into  a  partly-completed  loi;-cabin  built 
by  Low  Minijj^er.  It  had  no  doors,  no  chinkiuLC  between  the  loi^s,  and  no 
floor.  They  covered  the  ground  with  hemlock  bou<;hs  and  remained  in  this 
liabitation  until  he  had  iL^ot  an  article  for  his  land  and  l)uilt  a  loo-  honse. 
]\Ir.  Cushino^  was  a  resj)ecl:ed  and  leading;-  man  of  the  count\\  For  thirteen 
years  he  was  its  first  judoe.  He  was  tlie  grandfather  of  the  intre]>id  Alonzo 
H.  Cushin,o;  who  fell  at  ( rcttysbur*^,  and  of  William  I  J.  Cushinoi,  the  hero  of 
man)'  exi)loits,  chief  of  which  was  the  destruclion  of  the  ''Albemarle,''  which 
liave  i)laccd  his  name  beside  the  names  of  Paul  Jones  and  I'err)'  in  the  role 
of  honor. 

It  was  a  siui^ular  coincidence  the  arrival  of  these  two  well  known  pioneers, 
Eason  and  CushiniL:^,  one  from  Pennsy  lvania  and  the  other  from  Xevv'  York, 
near  the  same  time,  at  almost  the  same  spot  in  the  depths  of  the  forest.  The 
circumstances  of  their  cominj^  are  interestin,i,^  for  they  show  in  a  striking^ 
manner  how  ^^reat  must  have  been  the  attractions  of  a  new  country  to  them. 
Messrs.  Eason  and  Cushinor  ^vere  men  of  character  and  ability  as  the  honors 
awarded  by  their  fellow  citizens  abundantly  show.  Mr.  P^ason  upon  the 
or![:^anization  of  the  county  was  chosen  its  first  sheriff  and  Mr.  Cushin<;  was 
then  made  its  first  judoe.  They  held  other  places  of  im])oi  tance  and  trust. 
They  were  not  only  practical  but  intelH<;ent  men  ^vho  valued  the  refinement 
of  life.  It  is  difficult  for  us  who  live  in  these  later  times,  when  the  ways  to 
fortune  and  i)refermcnt  are  ff)und  so  often  the  easiest,  to  understand  why  men 
like  these  ])ractical  |>ioneers,  should  with  such  courage  and  determination  push 
into  the  forest  takino-with  them  their  wives  and  children,  stakin^- all  upon  the 
venture,  denyin<^^  themselves  the  social  and  educational  advanta^^es  afforded 
by  an  old  community  for  the  toil  and  hard.^hi})s  of  life  in  a  new  country. 
How  brii^ht  must  have  been  their  vision  of  co!U[uered  forests,  cultivated 
fields  and  established  prosperity  I  How  earnest  must  have  been  their  desire 
to  build  their  own  fortunes  and  l)ecome  the  founders  of  settlement  !  Later 
in  the  season  after  the  arrival  of  Jud^-e  Cushin^;-,  I>enjamin  liarrett,  Samuel 
Geer  and  Benjamin  Ikarnes  came  to  Canadaway.  'In  March,  1S05,  Eliphalet 
Burnhain,  of  Paris,  Oneida  county,  settled  upon  lot  0  near  Laona,  and  became 
the  first  settler  in  that  villaj^e.    He  died  at  Union  City,  Pa.,  in  i>^G^. 
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Jnd.i;e  CusJiini;-  was  tlic  first  periiiaiient  settler  atul  tlic  leadinjr  citizen  of 
Caiiadaway.  McClintock  and  Ivason  were  actnal  settlers,  l)nt  tlie\'  and  Min- 
ij^er  soon  sold  their  claims  at  Canadawa)',  removed  to  the  Cross  Roads,  and 
made  their  homes  amon^L;'  their  old  friends.  McClintoek  for  several  \-ears 
kei)t  a  U»<4-  tavern  at  Westfield,  and  owned  the  larj^er  portion  of  the  villao;e. 
In  he  emii^rated  to  Illinois  and  died  in  183S.    Canadawa\'  raj)idl\'  in- 

creased in  ])o])u]ation.  Its  name  Avas  chani^ed  to  Fredonia.  It  carh' became 
the  lari^est  villa^i^e  in  tlie  county,  and  held  its  importance  for  man\'  )-ears. 
It  has  alwa\s  been  the  leadini^^  educational  villa<;e.  Here,  in  1S24,  Fredonia 
Academy,  tlie  first  institution  of  learning  in  the  county  higher  than  a  com- 
mon scliool,  was  established.  This  academy  was  for  man>'  \'ears  one  of  the 
best-known  and  most  im|)ortant  schools  of  western  New  York.  Man)"  citi- 
zens remember  with  gratitude  this  early  institution  of  learning;-.  Main'  emi- 
nent and  distinguished  men  and  women  have  laid  the  foundations  of  their 
knowledi^e  here. 

In  I  vSo4  settlement  was  connnenced  west  of  the  Cross  Roads  in  Ri])ley. 
Alexander  Cochran,  who  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland  and  belon'Ljed  to  the 
class  known  as  Protestant  Irish,  or  Scotch  Irish,''  settled  about  (^ne  mile 
west  of  the  villajje  formerlv  known  as  OnincN',  where  he  resided  until 
his  decease.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  person  in  the  county  who 
recei\-ed  a  deed  for  his  farm.  Josiah  Farnsworth  from  eastern  New  York 
settled  at  Ouincy  the  same  year.  Perry  G.  Ivllsworth  from  Otse«^o  county 
settled  on  lot  12  one  mile  west  of  Ouincy  in  1804  or  1S05  and  kept  a  tavern. 

The  town  of  Chautauciua  occupies  the  watershed  of  the  county,  and  lies 
around  the  head  of  Chautauqua  lake.  It  joins  the  northern  with  the  south- 
ern towns  of  the  count)'.  It  was  first  permanently  settled  by  Dr.  Alexander 
Mclnt\'re  in  1S04.  A  lo«;  house  was  built  near  the  steamboat  landin^^  for 
one  Sherman,  before  Mclnt\  re  came.  Dr.  Mclntyre  was  a  resident  of  ]\Iead- 
ville  and  the  owner  of  a  handsome  propertN'  there.  His  attention  was 
directed  to  tlie  lands  of  the  Holland  land  comj)an\'  b)'  Dr.  Kennedy  of  Mead- 
ville,  tile  founder  (►f  Kenned)'  in  Poland.  Mclntyre  set  out  for  Chautaucjua 
in  Aui^ust,  iSo.[.  He  built  a  h)*^  dwelling;  near  the  steamboat  landin*;  at 
Ma\-\'ille  around  which  he  erected  a  stockade  as  a  ])rotection  aj^ainst  Indians 
of  whom  the  other  settlers  had  no  fears.  His  fort  was  called  Ij)'  the  jokers  of 
tlK-scda\  s  "  P'ort  Deborah  or  Deb]>\'  "  in  allusion  to  his  wife  b)'  ado])tioii. 
As  late  as  1S16  the  fort  was  in  toleral)le  l;oo(1  condition.  In  earl)'  life  Mc- 
]nt)  re  was  eapture<l  b)'  the  Indians  who  cut  off  veins  of  his  ears.  He  resided 
with  them  man\'  years,  claimed  to  ha\'e  ac(piired  their  knowled,i;e  of  the 
medical  ]>ropcrties  of  roots  and  herbs,  and  in  the  estimation  of  many  people 
lie  was  ]>rofoundI)-  skilled  in  the  healin^j^  arts.  In  1S04,  a  soldier  of  the 
Re\-()lutiou,  Petc-r  Ikunhart  from  Somerset  count)'.  Pa.,  settled  upon  the  east 
side  of  the  lake  a  short  distance  n.oi  th  of  Chautaufpia   Point  and  Jonathan 
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Smith  on  the  west  side,  011  lot  29,  near  tlic  Chautauqua  Asscuibly  (  tI-oiukIs. 
He  is  said  to  liave  been  a  man  of  rare  eecentricities,  and  kept  ])achelor\s 
liall  "  until  he  died. 

April  15,  1804,  by  an  act  of  the  lei^islature  the  town  of  I>atavia  was 
divided  into  four  towns,  viz  :  Batavia,  Krie,  Will  ink  and  Chautaucpia. 
Chautauqua  included  all  of  the  present  county  of  Chautai^qua  excej^t  the 
tenth  ran^e  of  townshi]\s,  and  was  identical  with  the  second  tract  descril)ed 
in  the  deed  from  Robert  Morris  and  wife  to  Ilerman  LeRox-  and  Robert 
Linklean  dated  December  24,  1792.  The  town  of  Krie  lay  next  east  of  Chau- 
tauqua and  included  all  of  the  territory  lyin<^  east  of  it,  and  west  of  a  line 
runninj^  north  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  j^resent  town  of  Carrolltou 
in  Cattarau<;us  county  to  the  villao;e  of  Olcott  on  Lake  Ontario  ;  this  covered 
Hanover,  all  of  Villenova,  Cherry  Creek,  ]^llin<^ton,  Poland,  Carroll  and  part 
of  Kiantone.  Willink  included  all  the  territory  ]\\n^  east  of  the  town  of 
iCrie  to  a  line  runnin.ir  north  from  Pennsylvania  between  Portvilleand  Olean 
to  Lake  Ontario.  Batavia  included  all  of  the  territory  included  in  the  Hol- 
land Purchase  lyin^  east  of  Willink.  Previous  to  this  date  the  voters  resid- 
ing]; within  the  present  limits  of  the  county  of  Chautauqua  desiring  to  vote 
at  a  general  election  or  at  a  town  meeting  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  place  of 
holding  elections  in  Batavia,  a  distance  of  75  or  80  miles  from  the  Cross 
Roads  by  forest  paths.  Whether  any  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege 
we  are  not  informed.  The  act  above  mentioned  provided  that  the  first  town 
meeting  for  the  town  of  Chautauqua  sliould  be  held  at  the  house  of  tlie 
widow  McHenry  at  the  Cross  Roads.  , 


chapti':r  XX. 

I  8(^  :^-1  8(/). 

"  W'lu'M  tlic  loiit^'  kfcn  iiii^lil 
Manlks  llic  \vi]<lrriic-ss  in  sulc  inn  ulootn, 
He  sils  beside  his  ruddy  lie.irtli,  and  hears 
The  fierce  wolf  snarl iniic  at  the  cahin  door, 
( )r  tlirou;^di  the  low  ly  easenienl  sees  his  eye 
(ileam  like  a  hnrnini^  coal." 


APRIL  1805,  at  the  time  and  place  a|)])()inted,  the  peoj)]e  of  the  county 
exercised  for  the  first  time  within  its  limits  the  highest  ])rivilege  of 
an  American  citizen.  At  this  town  meeting  John  McMahan  was 
chosen  the  first  supervisor.  He  was  born  in  C]ii]is(|ua(jue,  Pa. ^  about  1764. 
His  youtli  was  spent  in  a  fort  built  to  protect  the  inhabitants  against  the 
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xleprcdatioiis  of  tlie  Indians.  He  was  tlie  l)rolher  of  James  McMalian,  tlie 
pioneer  of  tile  countw  His  fatlier,  James,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to 
this  country  with  his  ])arents  wlien  yonnj^.  His  motlier's  name  was  Murray. 
Jolin  McMahan  came  b\'  Pitts]:)nr«^h  and  Erie  to  Chautauqua  creek  and  set- 
tled near  its  mouth.  He  had  a  taste  for  military  affairs,  and  upon  the  or<;-ani- 
;5ation  of  the  first  military  com]:)any  in  the  county,  he  was  made  a  captain, 
and  ])ecame  the  colonel  of  the  first  regiment  formed  in  the  county,  and  com- 
manded it  at  the  battle  of  lUack  Rock  and  Buffalo  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
rose  to  be  j^eneral  of  militia.  John  McMahan  purchased  a  lar^e  tract  of  land 
of  the  Holland  land  com])an\-  in  iSoi.  After  a  lon<^  stru<(!L(le  to  fulfd  the 
terms  of  his  contract,  his  land  was  uui^^enerously  wrested  from  him  by 
the  Holland  land  company,  and  he  died  in  reduced  circumstances  at  May- 
ville,  September  22,  i«'^3i.  He  wiis  a  kind,  hos|)itable  and  <4enerous  man. 
He  had  an  iron  constitution  trained  and  inured  to  the  hardshi])s  of  life. 

James  Montgomery  was  elected  the  first  clerk  of  the  town  of  Chautau(|ua. 
He  was  luirii  vSc])iembL'r  22,  i7'^3,  in  Mifflin  county,  Pa.  He  came  to  the 
Cross  Roads  in  1S03  and  settled  two  miles  west  of  the  \  illaj;e  of  W  estfield. 
He  boarded  with  his  brother-in-law,  Arthur  Hell,  until  June  29,  1S05,  when 
he  married  Sarah  Tax-lor.  When  the  first  church  orj^anized  in  the  county 
was  formed  al  the  Cross  Roads  in  iSoS,  Deacon  Moiiti^omery  and  his  wife 
were  membe!">.  He  \\;is  one  ol'ils  ruliiii;  elders,  and,  upem  the  reorganization 
in  1^17  was  ehoseii  to  the  same  ollice,  and  rej^arded  as  one  of  its  stronj^est 
pillars. 

J;mies  McMahan,  lieiijamin  Ikirrett,  William  Alexander  were  chosen  to  be 
assessors.  Thomas  McClintock,  Jamt.*s  Dunind,  Avthur  Pell  for  commission- 
ers of  hii^hwaxs.  John  Lyon^  et)nsta])le  and  collector.  Zattu  Cusliinin  and 
Al)ra]iam  P'rederick  ox  er.seers  of  the  jxjttr,  James  Perry  fence  viewer,  D.u'id 
Kineaid  pound-nias'er,  jiul  Peter  Rain,  ()rsamus  Holmes  and  vSamuel  Harri- 
son, oxerseeis  of  tile  hiLiluvays.  Penjamin  I^^^lliot,  I)a\-id  McCracken  and  Asa 
Ransom,  three  justices  of  the  ])eace,  liN'ini;-  east  of  PulTalo,  afterwards 
.'ip]>oipted  the  «»|]icers  cluxseii  b\-  the  people  in  Chautaucjua  to  the  ofhce  to 
which  they  had  been  res])ecti vel\-  elected,  with,  the  exception  of  Zattu  Cush- 
iui^,  in  who^e  place  Orsamus  Holmes  was  appointed  as  o\eiseer  of  the  |)oor. 
(It  was  thouj^ht  ])rndei!t  to  do  this  in  order  to  oi;\-i;ite  some  informalitx'  in 
the  hoidiii;^  of  the  town-nieetin^'. )  Three  jnst'Ces  of  the  i)eaee  were  a])poiiited 
for  the  low  n  of  Cliautautjua  by  ilie  council  of  appointment  at  .Mbany  with 
whom  t'.iat  authority  resided.  The  justices  so  appointed  were  Perry  (i.  I{lls- 
worth,  l)a\i<l  Rineaid  and  Peter  Rane.  Ivllsw(jrth  was  a  New  Pai<4lander  who 
settled  about  »)ne  mile  west  of  (Juinc\-  (now  Riplex')  in  iSo^  or  iSo^,  where 
he  ke])t  a  ta\eMi.  He  afterwards  li\e(l  east  of  and  near  Ouincw  He  died 
in  Michigan.  Rineaid  emiL;rated  from  Penns\  lvania,  and  settled  near  to  and 
north  of  the  Cross  Roads  in  1S02.    Peter  Rane  came  from  the  Mohawk  valley. 


iSc)5-i  Sf)6. 


1/5 


He  was  a  soldier  1)1"  tlio  Kc\\)luti()n  and  of  tlic  warof  1S12.  He  settled  in 
Portland  in  1S04,  kept  a  tavern  for  twO  \  ears,  and  died  Januar\'  7,  181S. 

The  orj^anization  of  tlic  town  beini^  completed,  the  officers  elected  assumed 
their  respective  offices,  and  performed  the  duties  durinii;'  the  first  year 
promptly  and  efficiently.  McMahan  met  that  year  with  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  Genesee  county  at  Hatavia.  One  of  the  most  important  acts  was 
that  of  the  commissioners  of  his^hwa\  s  in  directini^  the  sur\  e\'  of  an  important 
road  throut^h  the  whole  town,  which  was  done  in  August  of  that  year  1)\- James 
McMahan.  This  road  commenced  at  the  east  limits  of  the  town  in  the 
count)'  of  Cienesee,  which  })oint  is  the  east  line  of  Sheridan  at  or  near  the 
north  cast  corner  of  Town  6,  Ranoe  11,  and  thence  run  in  a  southwesterly 
<lireetiv)n  thirty-three  and  one-ei^hlh  nnles  td'tlu'  staU-  line  at  tin-  IVnnsyl- 
vania  l)oundar\-,  ])assin^i;  throu<;h  Canadawav  and  the  Cross  Roads.  This 
was  the  first  road  surveyed  and  recorded  in  the  town  of  Chautau(jua. 

In  iSo:^  Portland  was  settled  1)\'  Cai)tain  James  Dunn,  who  was  horn  in 
L\  comin_!L;  county.  Pa.,  in  1761,  and  had  ser\ed  in  the  Rexolution.  In  1S03, 
he  moved  to  near  Meadville,  Pa.,  and  in  1S04  e\'])l()red  the  lake  re_i;ion  frojn 
Prcs(pie  Isle  to  Canadaway,  and  althou<;h  the  territory  was  not  surxeyed  into 
lots,  he  selected  a  tract  for  settlement,  puichasin^;;  of  the  Holland  laud  com- 
pany by  contract  dated  May  31,  1S04,  1,150  acres  of  laud  in  Portland.  In 
1805  he  came  to  Portland  with  a  team  of  four  horses,  locatin*^"  on  lot  31  near 
a  lar!L;e  s])riji<;'  where  he  built  a  shaut}-  of  poles  for  a  tem])orary  residence  into 
which  he  moved  his  family,  consistini^of  himself,  his  wife  and  six  children, 
but  soon  remowd  to  the  north  ])art  of  lot  30,  where  he  had  built  a  hut  or 
shanty  and  cleared  an  acre  of  land.  In  the  s])rin;^  of  iSo^  he  moved  into  a 
lar<;er  Io.l;  house  that  had  been  built  the  \-ear  before  on  the  same  lot  upon 
the  road  that  James  McMahan  had  surve\  i(l  that  year.  The  house  of  Mr. 
Dunn  was  the  .L;reat  rallyin_L;  ])oiut  for  the  settlers  Ibr  some  years.  The  first 
])ublic  reli.L,M*ous  services  in  town  were  held  at  his  hou^ein  iSio,  and  the  first 
school  was  tauiL^ht  there  the  same  year."  During-  the  year  following;-  Dunn's 
settlement  Penjamin  Ilutchius,  Nathan,  Ivlisha  and  Nathaniel  b\ay,  Peter 
Kane,  John  Price  and  Da\  id  IvUon  became  settlers  of  Portland. 

The  town  of  Dunkirk  was  first  settled  in  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cana- 

daway. The  city  was  not  settled  until  a  few  years  later.  In  iS()4  Jud,L;'e 
Cushin<^^  ])nrchased  by  contract  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Cauadawa\-  at  its 
mouth.  Setli  Cole  of  Paris,  Oneida  county,  and  his  family,  accom})anied 
Judi^^e  CushinjL^  in  i<So5  to  Chautau(pia  county.  Cole  bou.:4ht  land  of  Cush- 
ino^  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  Canadaway,  June  5th,  1.S04,  i)y  contract  and  settled 
there.  He  afterwards  made  a  contract  with  the  Holland  company  to  cut  out 
and  clear  a  road  a  rod  wide  from  the  town  line  between  Pom  fret  and  Port- 
laud  to  Silver  Creek  for  $10  a  mile. 

In  1.S05  settlement'had  been  made  in  every  town  in  the  county  lyin^j 
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nortli  of  tlie  Ridi^c,  Kit^lit  towns  liad  been  settled,  every  one  of  wliicli  bor- 
dered on  Lake  I^rie,  exce])tin<^^  Cliantauqua.  Of  tliese  Dunkirk  was  the  last. 
The  dwellin^^s  of  the  settlers  were  built  of  lo«^s,  and  situated  in  isolated  clear- 
ini^s  i^enerally  but  a  few  acres  in  extent.  Their  newh'  cleared  fields  were 
disfii^ured  with  stumps  and  blackened  timber,  the  streams  were  unbridj^ed, 
and  the  roads  little  better  than  Indian  trails.  Deer  were  abundant  in  the 
woods,  unscared  by  the  presence  of  man.  They  even  browsed  with  the 
cattle  at  the  edj^e  of  the  cleariniL^'s.  Hears  prowled  in  the  slashin<^s.  Often 
the  fearful  howl  of  the  wolf  in  the  most  quiet  hours  of  the  ni^^ht  disturbed 
the  deep  silence  of  the  lonely  wilderness  that  stretched  miles  away  on  everv 
side  of  the  cabin  of  the  settler.  A  distinct  faint  cry  would  be  heard  from 
the  distant  hills  answered  by  many  voices  from  the  adjacent  w^oods  and 
sometimes  by  fri^^htful  howls  that  seemed  near  to  his  cabin  door. 

In  i<S(>5  there  were  between  one  and  two  hundred  inhabitants  in  those 
northern  towns.  Xo  white  man  had  taken  up  his  abode  south  of  the  Ridj^e, 
unless  Dr.  Mclntyre  at  Ma\'ville  may  be  considered  as  an  exception.  The 
j^i»eater  part  of  the  county  remained  unvisited  except  by  the  surveyors  of 
the  township  lines,  and  explorers  and  pioneers  who  had  vo\a«;ed  alon<(  the 
water-courses  or  journeyed  over  the  Indian  trails  to  reach  the  settlements  in 
the  north  ])art  of  the  county.  Awa\'  from  these  lines,  in  most  of  the  thick 
forests  that  overspread  the  south  part  of  the  county,  the  human  voice  had 
not  been  heard.  Its  deep  stillness  remained  unbroken  save  b\'  the  cr\'  of  the 
fox  or  the  wolf  or  b\-  the  soinid  of  the  fallin<^  of  some  broken  limb  or  decayed 
forest  tree. 

Thickh-  .scattered  over  the  hills,  and  more  al)undantl\-  *;athered  aloni;'  the 
streams  and  lowhuuls  n^rew  the  majestic  and  useful  forest  tree,  the  white  or 
\\'e\-mou.th  pine.  These  trees  t^rew  tall  and  straij^ht  So  or  100  feet  without 
a  lini'),  then  seudiii!^  o\U  a  few  l)ranches,  they  formed  a  tufted  to]) ;  they 
towered  i:\r  al^ow  the  surronndini^  forest.  At  maturity  they  were  from  3  to 
5  feet  in  diameter,  oTteii  more.  TliiN  ,i;rc-\v  to  the  height  of  150  and  vwu 
2<><>  feet,  'i'he  luni])er  ni;inu!aetin'e<l  trom  the  white  pine  is  most  beautiful 
in  a])pea!ance  a!id  exerllent  in  (jUalit)'.  'I'hese  ])iiK-  trees  j^rew  in  all  tlie 
towns  -onili  of  the  rid^e, 'but  more  abundantly  in  tlie  suutheaslern  ones.  A 
dense  forest  tw'el\e  miles  s<]n;;re  eo\ei'ed  Carroll,  Poland,  hvllieott,  and  Kian- 
tone,  the  .site  of  Jamestown  and  part  of  Ihisti.  These  monarchs  of  the  woods 
lKi\e  now  ne.nl\-  disappeared  and  in  a  few  \ca''S  no  vesti;4e  will  remain, 
v^oon  theve  will  be  !!o  one  li\  in;^'  wlio  has  seen  these  m;ije.-tic  forests  of  ])ines, 
which  once  stood  with  ranks  nnbioken  iii  places  where  are  now  i^reen 
meadow;>. 

Attention  was  firsi  c.ille  1  to  the  pine  and  other  x'alnable  timber  of  south- 
ern Cha!itan([na,  and  the  conntr\'  aloni;-  the  ri)per  Alle<;any  and  its  tribu- 
taries, by  the  surveyors  and  exj)Iorers.     Karly  in  the  pre.-ent  century  a  mar- 
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kct  for  tliis  Iniiibcr  bej^aii  to  liave  an  existence  aloii;^^  Oliio  ri\  er  and  the 
Mississippi.  Wni.  Jackson  run  the  first  raft  from  Warren  county  to  Pitts- 
buri;]i  in  179S.  It  contained  a1x)Ut  20,000  feet  of  1)oar(ls  and  was  i^uided  l)y 
a  'VscttiniL^  j)ole  "  instead  of  oars.  The  pine  ret^ions  alon,!^  tliv  Alle^an\-  liad 
tlien  ])ut  few  conipetin^i;  districts.  Tliere  were  tlien  no  r;ii]r<»ads  and  tlie 
pineries  of  Michi_q;an  and  MinnesiHa  were  inaeeessi])le.  Tlie  first  assault 
upon  tlie  pine  forests  of  Cliautaucpia  (to  furnish  lumber  for  this  southern 
market)  was  made  in  1S05  by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kenned\-  and  Ivlward  Work  of 
Mcadville,  Pa.,  at  Kennedy  in  Poland,  where  the  first  seltUnu-nt  soutli  of 
the  rid,L;e  was  commenced.  Dr.  Thomas  Kennedy  was  a  resident  of  Mca(l- 
ville,  and  one  of  the  most  enterprising^  men  of  western  PennsyKania.  lie 
never  became  a  citi/en  of  Chautau(pta  count)".  His  w  ife  w.is  a  d.iu;;hter 
of  Andrew  l^llicotl  and  niece  of  Joseph  PUlicott.  lie  died  in  Meadville  in 
i<Si3.  Ivlward  ^Vork,  a  stron;;  friend  of  Dr.  Kenned\",  was  born  in  iMankliii 
county  Pa,.,  Dec.  3,  1773,  studied  law  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  and  settled  at  Mead- 
ville  about  1798,  where  he  was  apj  ointed  postmaster.  He  was  also  dejMitv 
prothonotary  under  Dr.  Kennedy  and  subse(piently  ])r()secutin<4  atlorne\  .  In 
1S16,  Mr.  Work  married  Mrs.  Jane  Cameron.  Three  of  her  sisters  married 
pioneer  settlers  of  Chautaucpia  ;  Mrs.  John  Phew,  Mrs.  Iknjamin  Ross  and 
Mrs.  James  Conic,  formerly  Mrs.  vSimeon  vScowden.  Mr.  Work's  second  wife 
was  Mrs.  Pamelia  Jeffers.  Their  only  child,  Jane  .\mo/ette,  was  in  iS.v*^  his 
only  surviviu)^^  descendant.  Dr.  Kenned\-  purchased  about  3,000  acres  of  land 
in  Poland  which  was  unsurve\ed  into  lots.  His  j)urpose  was  not  tocullivnle 
the  land,  but  to  manufacture  lumber.    Work  was  commenced  on  his  mill  in 

1504  at  Kennedy.  In  1S05  he  commenced  erectin<^  the  mills,  much  of  the 
materials  for  their  construclion  and  the  provisions  for  the  hands  were  broUL;ht 
in  keel-boats  or  canoes  up  the  Alle^^any  and  Conewan^o  ri\ers.  The  mill 
frame  was  raised  in  three  days  in  October,  i<So5,  by  men  who  came  in  canoes, 
or  i)y  Indian  trails,  from  Warren,  Pa.,  or  south  of  it.  A  canoe  load  of  pro\  isions, 
whisk)',  etc.,  sent  fnjm  Meadville,  did  ivjt  arrive  in  season  ;  and  bein<^  short 
of  provisions,  the  men  were  li\  in<^  upon  the  flesh  of  a  NearliniL;  heifer  of 
lulward  vShillito  and  venison,  ,^reen  corn  and  ])otatoes  raised  at  the  mills. 
The  canoe  however  arrived  in  time  for  the  men  to  celebrate  the  com])letion 
of  the  raisin,!.^  with  whisky.'' 

Kdward  vShillito  was  the  first  resident  of  Poland.  He  sul)>e(ineutl\'  owned 
land  and  resided  on.  the  north  side  of  the  mouth  of  Chautau(pui  lake.  In 

1505  he  resided  with  his  family  at  Kennedy  and  boarded  the  workmen. 
The  mills  consisted  of  a  double  sawmill  and  a  ;^n'istmill  in  a  lean-to  attached. 
The  fj^ristniill  was  erected  after  the  sawmill.    The  boards  first  manufactured 

were  rafted  to  Pittsbur<^h,  there  stuck  up  and  partially  seasoned  ;  then  i)ut  on 
flatbottomed  boats  (mostly  made  at  the  mills)  and  run  to  New  Orleans.  Mr. 
Work  .superintended  the  runnin;^  of  many  of  tlie.se  boats,  and  the  .sale  of  the 
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boards.  Till'  boatmen  returned  from  New  Orleans  in  Yessels  to  Philadelphia 
or  New  York,  and  thence  home  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  as  there  was  then 
no  way  of  coming  up  the  Mississippi  but  by  rowin<^  a  boat  or  comin^^  by 
land  on  foot  or  horseback,  throu<;h  Indian  country,  which  was  deemed 
unsafe."  Pittsbur^li  at  that  time  was  the  largest  of  the  inland  towns  of  the 
United  States  ;  it  contained  in  1805  but  2,000  or  3,000  inhabitants,  Cincinnati 
1,000  to  1,500  and  Xew  Orleans  10,000  inhabitants. 

The  inroads  thus  bej^nm  u])on  the  pines  in  Poland  continued  at  other 
points  in  so\itheastern  Chautauqua  with  unremittiniL^  ener<;y  for  three  quart- 
ers of  a  century,  until  the  pine  forests  have  substantially  disappeared.  The 
sawmill  erected  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  and  the  Prender<>ast  mills  at  Jamestown, 
probabl)'  manufactured  the  lar<4est  amount  of  lumber  within  the  same  time 
of  any  mills  in  the  county.  Dr.  Kennedy  manufactured  large  quantities  of 
lumber  for  man\-  years.     After  his  death  in  his  heirs  sold  the  i)ro])ert>' 

to  Judge  Richard  P.  Mar\'in,  who  afterwards  conve\'ed  it  to  Guy  C.  Irvine 
and  Robert  Falconer. 

No  other  settlements  or  im])rovements  were  made  south  of  the  Ridge  in 
iS()5  tliau  tliose  in  Poland  and  Chautauqua,  except  the  opening  of  the  ]\Iiles 
Road,  about  iSos,  b\'  Robert  Miles  of  Sugar  Orove,  Pa.,  and  others  who 
opened  a  woods  road  from  near  vSugar  Orove  to  Cliautaucpaa  lake.  It  termin- 
ates! in  liusli  at  the  nioulh  of  a  little  creelc  east  of  and  near  Lakewood.  This 
was  the  iir>t  road  in  tlie  south  jxirt  of  the  count)'.  It  was  used  [or  man)' 
)-ears  by  the  ])eople  of  IVnnsx  lvania  in  going  to  Chautauqua  lake  and  l)y  the 
early  settlers  around  Chautauqua  lake  in  their  trips  to  Pennsylvania  to  pur- 
chase seed-iH)tatoes,  oats  and  wheat,  and  also  in  dri\'ing  cows  and  hogs.  The, 
termination  <>f  the  road  was  called  Miles  Landing.''  Dr.  Ilazeltine  sa)-s, 
"  This  road  was  the  great  highwa)'  of  the  wilderness  ;  a  guide  to  the  bewil- 
derc-d  and  lost  ])ioneer  ;  if  he  should  strike  this  road,  he  was  safe." 

In  iSof)  Settlements  were  commenced  at  several  new  ])laces  south  of  the 
Ridge.  P'Jlicott  was  first  .settled  that  )'ear  b)'  William  Wilson  from  Penn- 
s)  l\'ania.  He  first  built  a  shanty  upon  the  north  side  of  the  outlet  below 
I'alconer.  He  moved  ii.ito  his  house  in  June.  He  died  in  Ivllicott  in  i>>^(j. 
James  Culbertson  earl)-  in  tlie  same  )-ear  settled  on  the  north  side  of  tlie 
outlet  at  its  conlluence  with  the  Cassadaga.  Oeorge  W.  I'eiiton,  father  of 
(io\.  Iveuben  ]\.  I'Y'Uton,  settled  on  the  south  side  of  the  outlet  in  the  spring 
o!   I  So"  where  he  remained  until  1S09. 

This  )  ear  ( iSoO)  William  Prendergast  settled  on  the  west  side  of  Chautau- 
qua lake  in  Chautauqua,  not  far  from  the  Chautau(jua  Assembl)'  grounds. 
His  13  sons  anil  daughters  nearl)'  all  became  residents  of  the  count)'.  Tlie 
sons  were  witho"it  e.\ee])tion  iin|)ortant  persons  in  its  earl\'  histor)",  and  all 
held  prominent  official  positions.  Considering  the  wealth,  number  and 
respectability  of  this  family,  it  was  the  most  inlluential  of  any  that  came 
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early  into  tlie  county.  William  Prendergast,  vSr.,  was  born  in  WateiTord, 
Ireland,  February  2,  1727.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Prenderi;ast. 
He  came  to  America,  settled  in  Pawlin^;,  in  Dutchess  county,  and  married 
Mehitable  \Vin»^s  of  P>eekman,  N.  V.,  who  was  born  March  20,  1738.  He 
died  at  his  residence  in  Chautauqua,  February  14,  181 1.  His  wife  died  Sept. 
4,  181 2.  Their  children  were  Matthew,  Thomas,  ]\Iary,  (Mrs.  William  Piemus 
of  Ellery,)  Elizabeth,  James,  Jediah,  Martin,  Jolni  Jeffrey  who  was  never  a 
resident  here,  vSusanna,  (Mrs.  Oliver  Whiteside,)  Eleanor,  Martha,  William, 
IMincrva,  who  married  I^lisha  Marvin  of  North  ICast,  I*a. 

Some  very  interesting;^  events  occurred  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Prenderi;ast  in 
Dutchess  county  which  have  never  been  narrated  exce])t  as  they  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  time.  These  e\-ents  show  that  howewr  much  he 
may  have  been  mistaken  in  the  course  of  his  conduct,  that  he  did  not  lose 
the  good  opinion  of  his  community.  The\*  also  show  that  he  was  a  man  of 
force,  a  leader  among  his  neighbors.  Some  of  these  incidents  retlect  much 
credit  upon  his  wife,  and  prove  that  she  was  a  woman  of  fortitude  and  dis- 
cretion. The  conspicuous  place  the  descendants  of  Mr.  Prendergast  have 
held  in  this  county,  make  these  events  matters  of  public  interest  here. 

The  long  leases  by  which  the  lands  were  generalh"  held  in  the  counties 
along  the  Hudson,  the  restraints  and  forfeitures  incident  to  them,  and  the 
op])ressive  methods  for  collecting  rents,  were  clearly  antagonistic  to  the  s])irit 
of  our  institutions,  and  produced  a  tur1)ulent  s]'>irit  among  the  peo})le,  often 
manifested  in  violent  and  lawless  conduct  by  the  tenants.  These  disorders 
began  long  before  the  Revolution.  *  In  June,  1766,  some  soldiers  were  sent  to 
suppress  riotous  proceedings  in  Dutchess  count)',  were  fired  u]H)n  and  one  of 
their  number  wounded  so  that  he  died.  Willi:nn  Prendergast  was  apj)re- 
hended  for  i)artiei})ating  in  this  affair  as  a  princii)al,  and  taken  under  a  strong 
guard  of  grenadiers  to  a  sloop  for  safe  keeping.  He  and  (Others  were  after- 
wards indicted  for  high  treason.  The  pu])lic  mind  was  considerably  excited 
over  the  case  of  Prendergast,  and  Holt's  (jazc(tt\  a  leading  ])aper  of  the  time, 
in  several  articles  showed  apparent  sympathy  for  Prendergast  and  the  ten- 
ants. A  dispositi(jn  to  resist  the  privileges  of  favored  classes  is  often  evi- 
dence of  a  free  and  independent  spirit,  and  is  ai)t  to  excite  s\  inpathy,  not- 
withstanding that  the  lawless  and  turbulent  manner  in  which  it  is  done  may 
deserve  censure. 

At  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  which  commenced  July  29,  1766,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  and  was  held  by  Chief  Justice  Horsenuinden,  in  which  Sam- 
uel Jones,  a  most  eminent  lawyer,  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  king,  Mr. 
Prenderi^ast,  after  a  trial  which  lasted  for  24  hours,  was  found  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  sentenced  to  be  executed  on  the  26th  of  the  following  Septeni- 
l)er.  Other  rioters  were  tried  and  found  guilty.  Some  were  fined,  two  were 
imprisoned,  and  two  stood  in  the  pillory.    The  .sentiments  of  the  people  were 
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such  respectiuj^-  Mr.  I*rciuler«;ast\s  ofTuncc  tliat  Mr.  Livin<;-stoii,  the  slierifT, 
was  o])liL:;;ed  to  ulTcr  a  i^ood  reward  to  any  person  wlio  would  assist  at  the 
execution  of  Mr.  I'renders^ast,  he  to  ])e  dis<;-uised  so  tliat  not  beiui;-  known  lie 
would  be  secure  from  insult.     In  Ilolt's  (razcltc  of  vSepteniher  4,  1766,  in  a 
lon!^-  account  of  the  tried  appears  :     We  hear  that  in  the  trial  of  Prenderj^ast, 
tile  heliavior  of  his  wife  was  very  remarkable,  and  «^reatl\'  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  audience.     Durini;- the  whole  lon<^  trial  she  was  solicitously 
attentivi  tti  e\er)-  particular  ;  iuid,  without  the  least  impertinence  or  inde- 
corum »>:    1  ha\  ior,  sedately  airxious  for  her  husl>and  ;  as  the  evidence  opened 
against  him,  she  never  failed  to  make  every  remark  that  mi.ii^ht  tend  to 
extenuate   the  oCence  and  ])ut   his   conduct   in  the  most  favorable  point 
of  \  iew  ;  not    sulTerin^'  one  circumstance  that  could   be  collected  from 
the  e\-idence,  ox  thouj^ht  of  in  his  favor,   to  escape    the  notice  of  the 
court  and   jur\',   and   when    he  came   to    make    his   defence,  she  stood 
behind  him,  remin<led  him  of  and  snj^-j^ested  to  him  e\  er\'thin^  that  could  l)e 
mentioned  to  his  advantage.     Her  affectionate  assiduity  fdled  every  observer 
with  a  tender  concern,  and  occasioned  one  of  the  counsel   for  the  kinj^  to 
make  a  motion  to  mo\-e  her  oiit  of  court,  lest  she  mij^ht  too  much  innuencc 
the  jurw     He  was  answered  tlui.t  she  neither  disturbed  the  court  nor  spoke 
unseasonably.     He  replied  that  thou,L;h  she  should  not  speak  at  all,  her  very 
looks  mi^ht  too  much  affect  the  jury.     He  was  answered  that,  for  the  same 
reason,  he  miiL;ht  as  well  move  that  the  prisoner  himself  should  be  covered 
with  a  veil,  lest  the  distress  |)ainted  in  his  countenance  should  too  powerfully 
excite  com})assion.     It  seems  the  motion  was  needless,  for  tliou^^h  she  was 
not  mo\-ed  t)nt  of  court  the  jur\'  brou!:;ht  in  the  prisoner  i^uilty.    When  she 
could  do  Inm  no  t'urther  ser\-ice  at  court,  she  immediately  set  out  for  New 
York  to  solicit  a  reprie\'e,  and,  thou_!^h  above  70  miles  distance,  returned  in 
three  da\  s  with  ho])es  of  success,  the  prisoner  luwiuj;'  been  rec(>nnnended  by 
the  court  and  jury  to  the  kind's  merc\'.     The  whole  l)eha\-ior  of  this  unhai)})\' 
woman  was  such  as  did  honor  to  her  sex  and  the  conjuj^^al  state.     When  the 
terrible  sentence  was  pronounced  upon  the  prisoner,  she  uttered  an  ejacula- 
tory  ]^ra\  er  to  (  >od  for  nierc\',  with  such  earnestness  and  looked  so  distressed, 
that  the  whole  audience,  even  those  least  susce])tible  of  compassion,  were 
melted  into  tears.     It  was  afterwards  claimed  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  the 
kin_<^-,  that  the  statements  that  the  jury  differed  from  the  opinion  of  the  court 
and  were  sent  back,  and  that  a  motion  was  made  to  remove  Mrs.  Prenderi^ast 
out  of  the  court  room  were  untrue.     He  further  claimed  that  the  account  in 
the  (lazcttc  of  the  behavior  of  Mrs.  Prender^ast  was  greatly  exaj^^i^^erated. 
The  i^ox  ernor,  Sir  Henr\'  Moore,  sent  a  reprieve  to  the  sheriff  of  Dutchess 
cou.nt\-  until  His  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known.    It  Is  stated  in  the 
dazi  ttt'  of  September  11,  1766,  that     this  truly  worthy  and  charitable  lady 
procured  a  list      the  po<M-  j)risoners  in  the  Alban\'gaol,  and  deposited  mone\" 
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to  discliars^e  all  those  who  were  confined  for  snnis  less  than  30  s.,  whereby 
several  prisoners  obtained  their  liberty  and  were  restored  to  their  helpless 
families.  She  also  ordered  a  daily  provision  for  the  rest  of  the  prisoners, 
and  several  other  captives  and  poor  persons  have  experienced  her  hnnianity 
and  L^oodness." 

Soon  after  Prenderi^ast  received  his  rej>rieve,  a  nnniber  of  men,  withont 
the  least  tnmnlt  or  ])re\-ions  notice,  snddenly  as>embled  at  the  jail  and  offered 
to  release  PrendcrL^^ast,  bnt  he  told  them  he  wonld  remain  where  he  was  and 
await  the  resnlt,  wherenpon  tlie  men  (piic-tly  withdrew.  Lord  vShe]l)nrne, 
havin^c  laid  before  the  kin!^'  a  letter  of  vSir  Henry  ^^loore  recommendin;::  the 
])ard(jn  of  Prenderj^ast,  a  little  later  wrote  (rovernor  Tvloore  :  His  majesty 
has  been  <;-raeionsly  })leased  toi^^rant  liim  his  pardon,  relx  in:^'-  thai  tliis  instance 
of  his  royal  clemency  will  have  a  better  effect  in  recalling;  the^e  mistaken 
people  to  their  dnt\',  than  the  most  ri^orons  pnnishment."  Is  it  not  reason- 
able to  sn])ix)se  that  ;:^ratitnde  to  Kin<;-  (re(^r_L;e  for  his  ro\  al  clemency  wonld 
lead  Mr.  Prenders^ast,  who  was  not  a  native  of  the  conntry,  to  esponse  the 
canse  of  the  kin^;-  dnrini;  the  Revolntion  ten  years  later  ? 

The  circnmstances  attendini;-  the  comin^;^  of  the  Prenderi^asts  to  the 
connty  are  of  interest.  Mr.  Pren(ler<;ast  althon^h  abont  75  \  ears  of  a^e  was  hale 
and  healthy.  His  family  did  not  all  wish  to  sta\-in  Rensselaer  connty  where 
he  then  lived,  and  as  he  was  a  man  of  eneri^y  and  perseverance,  he  determined 
to  keep  them  toj^ether  In*  emis^ration,  accordin;^dy  they  left  their  home  in  the 
sprin<;-  of  1S05,  with  the  intention  of  locatin<^  in  Tennessee.  Mr.  Prender- 
^ast  and  fonr  sons,  and  five  dan<^hters,  his  sons-in-law  and  i^raiidchildren  and 
slave  Tom, — twenty-nine  persons,  with  fonr  canvas-covered  wai^ons,  some 
drawn  by  fonr  horses,  and  a  two-horse  barouche  for  the  ol<kr  ;adies, — 
traveled  tliront;!!  Pennsylvania  as  far  as  Pittsbnij^h  or  Wheelinj^.  There 
they  purchased  a  flat-boat  and  embarked  with  all  their  effects  and  descended 
the  river  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  (now  Louisville,  Ky.)  They  (traveled  thence 
with  their  teams  to  a  point  near  Nashville,  but  were  dissatisfied  with  the  coun- 
try and  people,  and  turned  back  throu;^h  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  to 
Erie,  where  they  arrived  about  the  last  of  vSepteml)er,  1S05.  Mr.  Prender- 
gast  had  desired  to  settle  in  Canada,  Jediah  had  urL;ed  the  famih"  to  14-0  to 
Tennessee,  William  Bemus  and  Thomas  Prenderi;ast  had  visited  Chau- 
tauqua lake  and  were  pleased.  It  was  fmally  decided  that  they  should 
settle  in  Chatitauqua.  The  family,  with  the  e\cej)tion  of  P>emus  and 
Thomas  Preiideri^ast,  journe\'ed  to  Canada  where  they  ])assed  the  winter. 
Thomas  Prenderi^ast  settled  in  the  county,  in  the  fall  of  i-So^.  lie  jvarcliased 
600  acres  of  land  of  Josiah  P'arnswortli  and  Oliver  L')omis  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  Ouincy  (now  Riple\  )  where  he  made  his  liome  until  he 
died.  P)einus  decided  to  locate  upon  Cliautau,L;na  lake,  but  lived  in  the  win- 
ter of  1805-1806  in  a  lof^house  near  the  Cross  Roads. 
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In  March  1806  James  and  William  Prendergast,  Jr.,  came  from  Canada 
by  Batavia,  where  they  contracted  with  the  Holland  Land  Company  for  lands 
for  the  family  upon  the  west  side  of  the  lake.  Parts  of  lots  26,  27  and  31  of 
the  3rd  townsliips  and  13th  ran<^e  consistin<^  of  433  acres  were  allotted  to 
William  Prenderi;ast,  Sr.  The\'  were  situated  on  Prenderj^ast  creek,  one  or 
two  miles  southerly  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  ^^rounds.  Two  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  allotted  tracts  of  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  in 
Chautauqua,  all  their  land  a(^_orre<;ated  over  3,000  acres.  In  ^March  1806 
James  and  William  Prender<(ast,  Jr.,  eret'n:ed  a  loi^house  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  the  coming  of  the  family,  which  arrived  in  June  with  the  exception 
ofjediah  who  remained  in  Canada  for  several  years.  Jud<^e  P'^oote  says  :  ''I 
had  often  heard  Jud.^e  James  Prender<>-ast  speak  of  the  tour ;  and  in  July, 
1857,  I  called  on  Col.  William,  the  only  su.rvivini^  son,  who  related  the  jour- 
ney to  me  ;  aiul  I  make  this  statement  from  the  notes  I  took  from  his  own 
lips;  and  it  is  believed  to  be  substanlially  correC-l.  They  were  a  clannish 
family,  of  similar  habits,  industrious,  fru<;al,  plain-livers,  honest,  and  a])par- 
ently  agreed  in  almost  ever\'thini^,  and  prosjK-rous.  Their  society  was  of 
choice  nuicli  am()n<;  themseh-es  : 

When  the  family  went  south,  Mr.  Prendergast  took  with  him  a  pair 
of  very  fine  horses  and  a  handsome  carria<;e  for  which  he  was  offered  a  plan- 
tation of  a  thousand  acres,  but  which  he  refused.  He  drove  the  horses  and 
carriage  back  from  the  south  to  Chautauqua.  This  was  the  first  carriage 
ever  brought  to  this  county,  and  was  probably  the  first  in  western  New  York. 
Probably  no  other  early  settler  brought  into  the  county  so  large  an  amount 
of  monew  It  was  specie  put  up  in  boxes  in  the  bottom  of  a  wagon.  One 
day  one  of  the  parl\-  while  walking  behind  the  train,  found  ever>'  few  rods 
a  nuui))er  of  silx  er  dollars,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  company  to  his 
good  Inek.  It  was  soon  discowred  that  one  of  the  boxes  of  money  had 
starle<l  its  fistenin_L;^  suflieientK'  to  allow  the  escape  of  a  dollar  or  two  nearly 
e\-er\-  time  the  wagon  careened  at  the  obstruC:lions  in  the  road. 

William  P»euius,  st)n-in-law  of  William  Prendergast,  vSr.,  made  in  the 
spring  of  1S06  the  first  settlement  of  JCIler)'.  Jan.  3,  1S06,  he  articled  lots 
34  and  40  (^f  the  second  township  and  12th  range,  and  ^[arch  31,  lots  31  and 
35,  being  lands  around  the  cape  that  extends  into  the  lake,  and  so  reducing 
its  width  as  to  cau^e  it  here  to  be  called  the  Narrows.''  This  well  known 
point  of  land  has  alwavs  since  the  settlement  of  William  Bemus,  been  known 
as  P»emus  Point.  Mr.  P>e!nus  was  born  February  25,  1762,  at  P>emus  Heights, 
Sarat'v^a  countv,  near  where  the  first  of  the  celebrated  battles  was  fought 
that  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Piurgox'ne.  It  was  named  from  Jonathan 
Penius,  his  kinsman,  who  during  the  Revolution  ke])t  the  onl\'  inn  worthv 
of  note  on  the  All)u!i\-  and  I'ort  Kdwards  road.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution  lie  removed  to  Pittstown  where  he  married  Mary  Prendergast. 
He  died  June  2,  i''>30,  in  I^llery. 
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Jereinial]  Griffith  settled  in  Ellcry  in  1806  a  little  later  than  Bcnnis.  He 
was  born  in  Norwich,  Conn.,  Jnly  28,  1758,  and  married  Mary  Cropsey. 
He  removed  to  Rensselaer  connty,  New  York,  in  early  life,  thence  to  Madison 
connty  in  1800.  He  started  for  the  Western  Reserve  with  his  wife  and  six 
children  with  an  ox  team  and  a  "  wooden-shod  "  sled,  and  with  a  few  cows 
and  sheep  driven  by  his  boys.  At  Batavia  he  met  Alanson  Weed  and  Abijali 
Bennett  who  indnced  him  to  settle  on  Chautanqna  lake.  He  came  by  the 
,way  of  Westficld  to  the  head  of  Chantanqua  lake  where  he  left  his 
family  while  he  and  his  eldest  son  went  to  select  a  place  to  locate. 
They  })roceeded  down  the  lake  to  Bemns  Point  where  Mr.  Bemns  had 
been  settled  abont  two  weeks.  About  100  rods  east  of  the  extreme 
end  of  Griffith  Point  was  a  grove  of  youn<;  chestnut  trees  of  second 
growth  four  or  five  acres  in  extent  where  the  numerous  cornhills  indi- 
cated previous  cultivation.  Here  too  were  several  mounds,  suj)[)oscd  to 
have  been  chosen  by  the  "builders"  as  a  burial  place.  Mr.  Griffith  having 
decided  to  locate  here  returned  for  his  family.  The  two  eldest  boys  were  sent 
around  by  the  shore  of  the  lake,  with  the  oxen  and  stock,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  family  took  to  the  ice  with  hand-sleds,  upon  which  the  mother  and 
younger  children  might  ride  when  they  were  weary.  Just  at  dark  with  great 
difficulty  they  reached  the  shore,  which  had  been  hidden  from  their  view  by 
a  furious,  blinding  snow  storm.  With  the  aid  of  a  gun  and  spunk  "  they 
struck  up  a  fire  by  the  side  of  a  fallen  oak  ;  and,  under  a  slielter  hastily 
made  with  hemlock  boughs  over  the  fire,  the\'  took  (piarters  for  the  night. 
The  next  day,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Ik^mus  aud  his  men  in  o])eninga  road,  the 
family  reached  their  destination  ;  and,  under  a  tcnijKjrary  shelter  made  with 
crotches,  poles,  and  boughs,  before  dark,  vSaturday,  March,  29,  they  fouud 
themselves  comfortable  and  hapi)y.  A  log  house  was  ccMumeneed  on  Mon- 
day and  C(3mpleted  on  Wednesday,  the  llot^r  being  made  of  s])lit  chestnut  logs  ; 
and  b\'  the  middle  of  May  six  acres  were  cleared  and  planted  with  corn,  pota 
toes  and  oats.  Before  midsummer  the  family  supplies  were  reduced  to  half 
a  bushel  of  potatoes  and  the  milk  of  three  cows  ;  and  their  mone}'  was 
exhausted.  But  Mr.  Griffith  had  fifty  pounds  of  sugar  which  he  obtained'  in 
a  trade.  A  canoe  twent\'-five  feet  in  length  was  made  from  a  large  pine  tree 
capable  of  carrying  600  to  800  pounds.  In  tliis  craft  Mr.  Griffith  and  his  son 
Samuel,  about  16  years  of  age,  set  out  for  P'ranklin,  Pa.,  \\iiere  they  received 
a  bushel  of  corn  for  four  pounds  of  sugar.  On  their  return  they  had  great 
difficulty  in  rowing  their  canoe  against  the  current,  but  reached  liome  in 
safety  after  an  absence  of  fourteen  days.  The  supply  of  meal  was  sufficient 
to  last  until  the  growing  crop  was  harvested.  The  new  corn  was  ground 
(cracked)  in  a  wooden  mortar  with  a  pestle.  Mr.  (irillith  settled  upon  lot 
10  in  the  second  townshi])  and  twelfth  range.  The  place  is  now  well  known 
as  Ciriffith's  Point.     In  the  sjiring  of  the  year  ju'eeeding  the  selllenivnt  in 
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Ellery  by  Bemus  and  Griffith,  Alansoii  Weed  of  Cayn<;a  county,  Abijali  Ben- 
nett and  others  explored  tlie  country  around  the  lake,  and  in  June,  1S05.  took 
articles  for  their  land.  In  the  s])rin«;  of  ivSo6,  after  the  settlement  by  Benius 
and  ( Vrifllth,  Weed  came  with  his  family  and  settled  in  Kllery  on  the  lake 
about  tw  o  miles  south  of  Dewittville.  ■  I>ennett  came  with  him,  worked  dur- 
in,:^  the  sunnner,  an<l  broUL;ht  his  family  the  next  winter. 

IIarmi)n\-,  the  largest  town  in  the  count)',  remained  a  dense  unbroken 
wilderne.ss,  scarcely  \-isited  by  wliite  men  until  1806.  Thomas  lienius,  son 
of  William  IJemus,  and  i^randson  of  William  Prender^ast,  Sr.,  settled  upon 
lot  54  at  the  Narrows,"  in  Harmony  upon  lands  bouj^ht  in  January,  1806, 
by  his  father.  Sihju  after  the  purchase  he  built  his  cabin  and  commenced 
clt.'ariu!:;  the  land.  Jonathan  Chene\',  the  next  settler  of  IIarmon\',  was  born 
in  Coniieelicut,  IMarch  10,  1769.  When  17  )'ears  old  he  went  down  the  Ohio 
ri\'er.  He  was  in  tlie  United  vStates  service  under  Wayne  during  his  cam- 
])ai.i{u  ai^aiust  the  Indians  of  the  Northwestern  Territorw  lie  afterwards  lived 
in  Pittst(n\  n,  New  \'ork,  and  married  Amy  Cole.  In  May,  1806,  he  bouj^ht 
lot  13,  towuship3,  rau.!L;e  13  in  the  town  of  Chautauqua,  aniile  or  more  north- 
erly of  I)ewitt\  il!e,  not  far  from  the  county  alms  house.  The  next  year  he 
])rom;ht  his  family  and  settled  on  lot  52,  township  2,  ranj^^e  12  in  Harmon)', 
near  the  lake  about  two  miles  below  the  Narrows."  No  other  persons  set- 
tled innnediately  in  Harmon)'.  Dr.  Kennedy,  who  visited  ChautaiU[ua  lake 
in  1806,  wrote  Jose])h  ICllicott  that  "  settlement  there  was  progressing^  fast, 
and  that  upwards  of  twent)'  families  had  settled  around  it.'' 

In  the  northern  |)art  of  the  count)',  durin<^  1806,  settlement  progressed 
rapidl)'.  Captain  John  Mack  came  this  year  to  Cattaraugus  village  and  pur- 
chased the  S)duor  claim  including  the  primitix'c  tavern  and  ferr)'.  He  was 
born  in  Londoiulerry,  N.  H.,  April  2,  1762,  and  had  resided  at  Avon,  Liv- 
ingston count)-,  and  also  ii\-ed  near  the  Kighteen-mile  creek  in  Hamburgh, 
I'hie  count)-.  At  tlie  time  he  came  to  the  Cattaraugus  bottoms,  but  little 
])rogress  had  l»cen  made  at  the  settlement.  (J)nl)'  three  white  men  were 
there  ;  Amo>  Sottle,  Charles  A\-er)'  and  I^zekiel  Lane.  Cornelius  Winne 
was  tile  first  white  >c-ttler  of  Ihiffalo.  K/ekiel  Lane  and  his  father-in-law, 
Martin  Middaugh  next  f/llowed.  They  settled  in  IhilTalo about  1 794.  Lane 
n(nv  became  a  settler  of  Chautau(|iui. 

Mr.  ?\hick  pe»ssessed  >ome  means  and  introduced  a  new  era  at  the  creek. 
Tl'.e  ta\  e!  n  was  a  sm;i]I  l<»g  cabin  with  a  lean-to ''  attached  which  served 
for  lodgi)ig-r*)« )ms  md  stowawa)-s.  A  plaidc  addition  was  used  as  a  parlor 
and  di!ii!ig-ro< >m.  Captain  Mack  provided  other  conveniences,  so  that 
emii^rauts  for  tlie  f!r>t  time  had  a  comfortable  place  to  sta)'  in.  The 
fc-rrving  was  then  unsafe.  A  small  scow  was  used  which  was  suffi- 
cient to  carr\  onl\  a  wagon.  Horses  and  oxen  had  to  be  taken  ox'cr  separ- 
atel)-  or  c.iu^ed  to  swim  tiie  .stream  guided  by  a  line  by  the  side  of  a  canoe. 


1 805-1806. 


Captain  Mack  hm\i  a  broad  bottomed  flatboat  ]ar<;e  enonjj^h  to  transj)ort  teams 
of  all  kinds.  It  \vas  drawn  across  the  stream  by  a  rope  held  in  place  by  ])osts 
at  each  end  of  the  scow  at  its  np-stream  ed,i;e,  and  fastened  to  a  stake  on  the 
north  side  of  the  stream.  On  the  opposite  side  it  was  kept  taut  by  a  wind- 
lass. The  license  to  rnn  the  ferry  was  renewed  annnalh'.  Captain  Mack's 
tavern  was  of  wood,  two  stories  liii;'!!,  and  stood  on  the  Chantan(jna  side  of 
the  Cattaran;^us.  The  ferry  was  abont  ten  rods  across,  and  qnite  a  clearing 
was  made  near  the  tavern  and  ferry  on  both  sides  of  the  stream.  There  were 
other  cleared  lots  near.  The  ferry  was  below  the  ta\  ern  and  nuarK-  opposite 
the  stables  on  the  same  side.  When  Ca})tain  Mack  li\'ed  at  Cattaran_<;ns, 
nearl\-  across  from  his  residence  was  that  of  Captain  vStron;^.  l)enjamin  Ken- 
yon  lived  on  the  Chautancpia  side  about  half-a-mile  abo\e  the  tavern.  Cap- 
tain Mack  was  an  honorable  man,  and  his  tavern  was  loni;-  and  deservedly 
po|)ular. 

About  I '^15,  a  rival  ferr\'  was  attempted  by  S\  l\  anus  Ma\  bee,  who  lived 
on  the  same  side  of  the  creek  with  Mack  and  whose  ferry  ran  to  an  island  in 
the  stream,  a  bridj^e  leadinj^-  thence  to  the  I^rie  county  side.  Maybee  ^had 
been  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  l^>uffalo.  He  came  there  from  Canada 
abont  1796  or  1797  as  an  Indian  trader.  He  was  an  inrportant  })ersona;^e  in 
lUifTalo  durini;  its  early  years,  but  was  intemperate  and  eccentric.  He  was 
appointed  major  of  the  rej^dment  of  militia  ori;anized  in  the  western  part  of 
Genesee  county.  In  1807  ^  dispute  arose  between  him  and  Asa  Ransom,  the 
lieutenant  colonel  commandinj^  the  rej^iment,  as  to  who  should  l)e  recom- 
mended as  the  caj)tain  of  the  I>uffalo  compau}'.  An  amusinj^  scene  occurred 
in  which  Ma)  bee  challenged  his  superior  officer  to  fi.i^ht  a  duel.  Vor  this 
infraction  of  military  discipline  he  was  placed  under  arrest  and  tried  by  a 
court-martial.  I^astus  (iranger  in  a  letter  to  Joseph  ICllicott  ,i;ives  this  des- 
cription of  this  son  of  Mars  :  Major  Maybee  ever  alert  at  his  post  was  soon 
pre])ared  for  duty.  His  hat  was  of  the  royal  patent  kind.  His  epaulette  was 
by  chance  on  the  rij^ht  shoulder.  His  coat  and  boots  were  truly  martial. 
His  sword,  his  belt  sword  knot,  and  the  tinsels  which  huui;  at  his  belt  drew  a 
crowd  of  boys  after  him,  and  made  the  Indians  and  squaws  look  wild  with 
wonder.  The  major  thus  e(piii)ped  cap-a-pie,  be,L;'an  by  de<;rees  to  assume  his 
station.  As  it  is  the  duty  of  a  soldier  to  be  alwa>  s  prejKired  for  action,  so  the 
major  accordinjj;-  to  his  custom  was  early  char<;ed,  hiL;hly  charL;ed,  and  over 
char^^ed  with  a  composition  of  inflammable  material  known  as  rum."  Tliis 
unfortunate  condition  led  to  his  downfall.  The  result  of  the  court-martial 
was  that  he  was  cashiered.  His  presence  was  no  longer  observed  in  the  high 
places  of  Buffalo  where  he  had  been  so  conspicuous  a  citizen.  He  sought  to 
bury  his  grief  at  his  military  misfortunes  in  the  wilds  of  the  Cattaraugus 
bottoms. 

Captain  Mack  died  at  Cattaraugus.    His  son  William  J.  ^lack  is  living 
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in  Buffalo.  His  ferry  across  the  Cattaraugus  was  tlie  principal  portal  for 
immigration  into  Chautauqua  in  early  years,  and  he  was  the  gatekeeper. 
For  many  years  the  great  majority  of  the  settlers  of  the  county  who  came 
from  the  East  were  ferried  across  the  little  river  that  formed  its  boundary  by 
Capt.  Mack  and  were  most  hospitably  entertained  at  his  tavern.  When  he 
commenced  keeping  the  ferry  immigration  had  fairly  begun.  It  rapidly 
increased  for  many  years.  A  scene  then  typical  of  the  Holland  Purchase 
w^as  the  arrival  of  the  pioneers  at  the  ferry  and  the  crossing  of  the  Cattarau- 
gus. Emerging  from  the  forest,  and  leading  the  way,  would  come  a  hardy 
and  sunburnt  pioneer  in  the  prime  of  life  guiding  the  oxteam  that  bore  along 
all  his  personal  effecfls.  His  boys  followed  after,  driving  perhaps  a  cow,  a 
few  sheep  or  i>igs.  His  wife  and  daughters,  tired  by  their  long  tramp  through 
the  woods  and  over  rough  roads,  trudi^ed  behind.  Sometiuies  a  hale,  wliite- 
haired  patriarch,  stall  in  hand,  with  head  erecl  and  firm  steps,  would  walk  at 
the  head  of  the  teams  or  among  his  grown  up  and  married  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, midaunted  ])y  the  pri\'ation  and  har(lshii)S  that  he  knew  was  before  him. 
His,po\\-ers  still  \-igorous,  he  would  go  along  with  his  children  to  aid  them 
in  starting  in  their  new  home  in  the  back  woods,  or,  perhaps,  that  his  bones 
might  at  last  be  laid  near  his  kindred's.  ]\Iore  favored  settlers  came  in  cov- 
ered wagons  drawn  by  horses. 

To  the  pioneer  when  he  paused  to  look  upon  the  endless  waste  of  woods 
be\'ond  the  ferry  this  little  river  must  have  seemed  a  Rubicon,  and  misgiv- 
iugs  uiust  have  oppressed  him  at  the  thought  of  venturing  the  future  of  his 
faniil\-  in  this  western  forest.  Not  so  with  the  pioneer's  glorious  wife.  She 
does  not  falter,  with  undonbting  faith  slie  is  willing  to  forego  the  comforts 
of  the  old  home  to  bear  the  hardships  and  ])rivations  of  the  new  life.  Where 
he  goes  she  is  willing  U)  go.  Once  across  this  lx)un(lar\'  stream,  the  Rubicon 
is  passed  and  the  journey  ended.  The  remainder  of  the  way  was  l)Ut  as  a 
])leasure  excursion  in  which  their  eyes  were  to  enjoy  the  luxurious  vegetation 
and  loftN-  trees  of  which  the\-  had  heard  so  much  and  to  see  the  great  wal- 
nut at  v^iKer  Creek,  the  inflammable  springs  at  b'redonia  and  all  the  wt)nders 
of  this  i)romised  land. 

Previous  to  the  year  iS'o6  the  inhabitants  of  Chautau(fua  county  were 
obliged  to  obtain  their  mail  matter  at  Huffalo  Creek  or  Erie,  Pa.  A  post 
ofTiee  was  established  at  Presque  Isle  (Erie)  about  179S  which  was  at  that 
time  the  end  of  the  mail  route  from  Pittsburgh.  In  1805  the  mail  route  from 
Canandaigua  U)  Niagara  was  extended,  so  that  once  in  two  weeks  tlie  mail 
was  carried  to  IhitTalo.  Xo  mail  route  reached  Buffalo  Creek  before  that  date, 
altliough  a  ]>rivate  postoffice  existed  there.  In  1805,  a  post  route  was  estab- 
lished Ix'tween.  liulTalo  Creek  and  Prestjue  Isle,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles. 
John  Melcalf  of  Canandaigua  was  the  contrac*:or.  The  mail  was  to  be  car- 
ried once  in  two  week>,  to  eomnience  in  the  fore  part  of  iS(j6.     That  )ear 
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the  mail,  it  was  said,  was  at  first  carried  in  a  liandkerchief  placed  in  tlie  mail 
carrier's  hat,  and  afterwards  in  a  ba^!^  carried  by  hand.  The  first  postoffice 
in  Chantanqna  connty  was  established  Ma)'  6th,  1S06,  and  was  named  Chan- 
tanqne.  It  was  kept  at  the  Cross  Roads,  and  James  McMahan  was  the  post- 
master. John  Edwards  was  the  first  mail  carrier.  The  second  j^ostoffice  was 
established  on  this  mail  rontc,  June  18,  1806,  at  the  Canadaway  settlement. 
Orsamns  Holmes  was  postmaster  and  the  office  was  kept  at  his  house  in  Sher- 
idan. The  route  between  Presque  Isle  and  Buffalo  continued  to  be  the  only 
one  in  the  comity  for  about  ten  years,  and  these  two  postofiices  the  only 
ones  in  the  county  for  about  three  years. 

At  the  second  town  ineetinj;,  held  in  the  sprin<^  of  this  year,  John  McMa- 
han  was  re-elected  supervisor  of  Chautauqua,  and  met  with  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Genesee  county  at  Batavia. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 
1 807-1 808. 

IN  1807  Arkwri<;ht  was  first  settled.  Abiram  Ortoii  came  that  year  from 
Oneida  county  and  settled  in  the  extreme  northwest  ])art  of  the  town, 
probably  on  lot  64  not  far  from  PVedoiiia.  He  was  for  several  years  an 
associate  jud^e  of  the  county.  P>enjanii  11, Perry  that  year  settled  upon  the  same 
lot.  Auj^ustus  Burnham  the  same  year  settled  near  Sliumla  on  lot  60.  The 
early  settlement  was  made  in  the  northwesterly  ])art  in  that  portion  that  bor- 
dered the  more  level  country  north  of  the  ridge.  The  other  parts  of  the 
town  which  included  the  lii^^hlands  were  settled  much  later. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  county  settlements  and  improvements  be[;an  now 
to  be  made  of  as  much  importance  as  those  in  the  towns  borderiujL^  on  Lake 
Erie.  Kiantone  was  settled  in  1807.  Joseph  Aikin  of  Rensselaer  county 
was  the  pioneer  settler.  He  came  with  his  family  in  that  year  l)efore  the 
townshi}3  was  surveyed  into  lots,  and  settled  on  vStillwater  creek,  near  the 
west  line  of  Kiantone. 

The  principal  imj^etus  to  settlement  in  that  ])art  of  the  county  at  this 
period  of  its  history  was  <^iveii  by  Dr.  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Work  in  Ellicott 
and  Poland.  Au^^ust  i,  1807,  they  purchased  about  1,260  acres  of  land  situ- 
ated on  both  sides  of  the  outlet  below  Dexterville,  then  known  as  Slippery 
Rock,"  includinjT^  the  mill  sites  since  occupied  at  Worksbur;^  and  TifTiuiy's 
mills,  and  a  tract  of  valuable  timber  land  east  of  Cassadaj^a  creek  and  Levant 
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alonj^  the  Kennedy  road.  In  the  fall  of  1S07  Work  erected  his  hewed  log- 
house  on  the  north  side  of  the  outlet,  a  little  northeast  of  the  niill,  where  he 
lived  until  he  built  the  frame  house  in  \vhich  he  died.  In  1S08  he  built  his 
sawmills  and  put  them  in  operation.  The  only  inhabitants  then  on  the  out- 
let were  William  WiKon,  James  Culbertson  and  ( jeori;e  W.  Fenton.  About 
this  time  Ivennedy  and  Work  opened  a  road  from  Kennedy's  mills  to  Work's 
mill,  and  built  tlie  first  brid_L;e  across  the  Cassadaj^a.  The  followin,^-  year 
the)'  l^uilt  a  <;ristmill  with  one  run  of  stone  on  the  south  side  of  the  sawmill. 
The  millstones  were  eut  out  of  a  lar^e  rock  that  lay  upon  the  top  of  the 
<;"round.  The  buildiui^  of  these  mills  and  the  bridj^e,  and  the  o])enin<;-  of 
this  HKid  in\'ited  settlement  and  j^'reatl)'  acconnnodated  the  early  settlers. 

At  that  time  and  for  se\'eral  )'ears  after,  the  site  of  the  city  of  Jamestown 
remaiucd  uuiuhal)ited.  It  was  a  roUL^h,  forbidding-  ])lace  covered  with  a  i)ine 
forest  ;  between  it  and  the  lake  la\'  a  disiual  morass,  in  the  midst  of  which 
the  outlet  wound  its  devious  waw  There  were  no  roads  in  this  j)art  of  the 
count}'  exce])t  the  rude  w<Jods-]xith  called  the  Miles  Road,"  and  the  recently 
made  road  between  Work's  and  Kennedy's  Mills.  The  travel  in  this  jKirt 
of  the  county  was  confmed  to  Indian  trails  and  the  water  courses.  Keel 
boats  and  canoes  navigated  the  Conewauj^o,  the  Cassadaga  and  Chautauqua 
lake  and  its  outlet. 

In  1S07  within  the  distance  of  150  miles  from  Chautauqua  county  there 
was  scarcely  a  i)lace  in  New  York  or  Ohio  worthy  of  bein<i;-  called  a  town  or 
villai^r^^,  nor  was  there  a  settlement  within  that  limit  that  could  produce  the 
simplest  articles  of  manufacture  more  than  was  sufficient  for  consumption  by 
its  own  inhabitants  and  those  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  Rochester  had  no 
inhabitants,  Ihiffalo  about  100  inhabitants,  Cleveland  less.  Pittsburgh  was 
the  nearest  point  at  which  tlie  settlers  of  Chautau(pia  count)'  C(.)ul(l  obtain 
necessar\-  manufactured  articles.  In  1807  this  was  the  most  ])opulous  inland 
town  in  the  United  States.  It  C(jntained  about  3,000  iidial)itants.  ICveii 
then  the  num])er  and  \'ar!et\'  of  its  manufacturing  industries  entitled  it  to  be 
called  the  IHrmingham  of  America.  It  was  the  chieftown  of  the  west.  The 
settles  of  Chautau(|ua  county  depended  during  many  years  upon  Pittsburgh 
for  their  supplies.  \\'liisk\',  glass,  nails,  iron  and  castings,  cider,  apples  and 
bacon  and  other  articles  were  l)rought  up  the  river  to  Chautaucpia  from  that 
place  in  keel  boats. 

J*re\ious  to  179b  Pittsburgh  had  obtained  that  necessary  article  salt  from 
Ikdtiniore.  vSubse([Uentl>'  large  quanties  were  l)rought  from  (  Onondaga,  X. 
Y.,  o\er  tile  lake  io  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  creek,  and  thence  over  the 
Portage  to  Chautauqua  lake  to  ]\Ia\  ville,  and  the  remainder  of  the  way  by 
watt.  r  to  PittsbuTgh.  Large  (piantities  of  salt  were  also  sent  to  hh'ie  and  by 
wa\-  of  tlie  Portage  there  to  Ph-eiich  creek,  and  thence  b\'  water  to  Pittsl)urgh. 
Man\-  tliousaii'l  barrels  of  salt  |)assed  over  these  routes  annuall)'  between 
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1805  and  1810.  Keel  boats  were  built  in  1808  at  Work's  mills  for  the  trans- 
portation of  salt.  Samuel  Wilkinson  who  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Pa.,  1781, 
became  a  resident  of  Chautauqua  county  at  the  Portaj^e  in  1807  where  he 
en<^aL;ed  heavily  in  the  salt  trade,  transj^ortin;;;  it  over  the  Portai^e  to  Chau- 
tauqua lake,  and  thence  down  the  Alle.^^au}'  and  even  the  Ohio.  About  1810 
salt  made  in  Virj^inia  at  Kanawha  came  in  com]>etition,  and  was  s(^ld  at 
Pittsburs^h  at  a  much  less  price  than  Onondaj;-a  salt  ;  therea  fter  but  little  salt 
was  carried  over  the  Portaj^^e  in  Chautauqua.  The  war  of  181  2  cut  o(T  its 
transportation  entirely.  At  the  opening;  of  the  Kanawha  salt  works,  Wilkin- 
son had  ()n  hand  salt  that  cost  <i6  a  barrel,  lie  renio\ed  from  Chautaucpui 
county  to  lUifTalo  in  1812.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  its  most  promi- 
nent and  enterprising^  citizens,  and  fdled  the  offices  of  member  of  assembly, 
jud<;e,  state  senator  and  ma\'or. 

At  a  town  meetin,^^  held  in  the  spring;- of  1807  John  McMahan  was  a  third 
time  chosen  supervisor,  and  represented  the  town  at  the  annual  meeting;  of  the 
board  at  P)atavia.  The  first  j^eneral  election  in  the  county  was  held  in 
April  of  that  year.  At  the  town  meetiu!^  previous,  the  town  officers  were 
cliosen  without  reference  to  their  political  opinions.  Now  we  have  for  the 
first  time  an  opportunity  to  know  somethini^  of  the  views  of  the  settlers  u]X)n 
politics.  It  will  be  interestin<^  to  trace  the  proorress  and  chanj^es  in  the  politi- 
cal sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  county  as  the  history  ])rocee(ls.  In  1801 
Thomas  Jeffi^-rson  was  inaugurated  president  of  the  I'nited  States.  At  that 
time  the  people  were  divided  into  two  great  national  parties  about  ecpial  in 
numbers — Federal  and  Republican.  Party  s])irit  ran  very  high.  In  the 
election  of  1800  the  FV-deralists  had  su])ported  Jolin  Adams  and  Charles  C. 
Pickney  ;  the  Republicans  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Purr.  The  last  two 
received  a  majority  of  the  electoral  votes.  As  Jefferson  and  P)urr  had 
received  an  ecpial  number,  it  devolved  on  the  House  of  Representatives,  under 
the  constitution  as  it  then  existed,  to  select  either  Jefferson  or  Purr  as  presi- 
dent. Deep  anxiety  was  felt  throughout  the  nation  as  to  the  result.  After 
35  trials  Jefrerson  was  chosen  president  and  Purr  vice-])resident.  Many  of 
the  Federalists  supported  J^urr  which  caused  him  to  lose  the  support  of  his 
former  friends.  Alexander  Hamilton,  however,  the  leader  of  the  Federalists 
moved  by  high  motives  used  his  influence  in  favor  of  Jeffi^Tson.  The  leaders 
of  these  tVv'O  great  parties  were  equally  devoted  to  their  country  and  equally 
attach.ed  to  liberty.  They  differed  however  as  to  the  manner  by  which  the 
interests  of  their  country  could  be  best  promoted  and  the  liberty  of  the  peo- 
ple preserved. 

Such  a  purely  representative  form  of  government  as  was  contemplated 
by  the  constitution  was  regarded  by  the  Federalists  before  it  was  ado])ted  as 
an  experiment.  They  questioned  the  capacity  of  the  people  permanently  to 
maintain  such  a  democratic  form  of  government,  and  contended  that  a  stronger 
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goveriiiiit'iit  was  necessary  not  only  to  secnre  the  respect  of  other  nations 
but  to  su])press  insubordination,  and  preserve  authority  over  the  people. 
They  consequently  flavored  loni^  tenns  of  office,  and  some  of  the  leaders 
approved  of  a  senate  to  be  appointed  for  life,  and  officials  who  received  their 
authority  from  other  sources  than  the  people.  It  is  not  surprisinj^  that  such 
patriotic  citizens  as  Hamilton,  Ja\',  and  John  Adams  at  that  period  in  the 
world's  history  should  despair  of  accomplishino;  in  America  what  had  never 
before  been  elTected.  It  was  rather  a  wonder  that  men  were  found  bold 
enough  to  ver.ture  upon  the  new  experiment.  The  Republicans,  and  their 
leader  Thomas  Jefferson,  maintained  that  lonjr  terms  of  office,  and  officials 
independent  of  the  peo]>le  and  threat  powers  lodj^ed  in  the  <;eneral  govern- 
ment were  dangerous  to  liberty,  that  civil  liberty  is  best  preserved  in 
small  states  by  local  government  as  near  to  the  people  as  possible  ;  that  the 
world  is  governed  too  much  ;  that  the  natural  rights  of  the  citizen  should 
seldom  be  interfered  with,  and  maintained  that  the  government  is  best  which 
_<40\'ei'ns  least.  The  Rcpu])licans  as  a  logical  consequence  delended  the  rights 
of  state  as  against  the  Federal  <^o\-ernment  and  ])o])ular  rights  as  agiiinst  both. 
In  the  light  of  tlie  ])resent  it  would  seem  fortunate  for  the  county  and  the 
W(3rld  that  there  were  at  that  time  such  bold  and  independent  thinkers  as 
Jeilersou,  iManklin,  and  vSamuel  A<kuns,  holding  such  a  sturd\-  fiith  in  the 
people,  their  \  irt',ie,  :iud  capacity  for  self  g(A'eriiment.  The  i)()\ver  of  the 
b'ederal  ])arty,  although  in  its  ranks  was  a  full  share  of  the  most  eminent, 
])ure  and  patriotic  men  of  the  nation,  soon  greatl)'  declined.  Its  loss  of 
inHuence  was  largely  due  to  its  distrust  of  the  intelligence  of  the  ]K'oj)le. 

At  the  first  election  held  up>)n  the  II<.)lland  Purchase  it  a})peared  that  the 
great  maiorit)-  of  the  N'oters  were  Republicans.  This  election  was  held  at 
Peter  \'an(le\  enter's  log  ta\'erii  in  i  .Sc)^,  the  next  month  after  the  first  town 
meeting  was  held  there.  .Vt  this  electicfU  Caleb  II\(le  the  Republican  can- 
didate for  state  senator  reeei\-ed  14'')  \<>tes,  his  opponent  \'incent  Matthews 
but  5.  In  iS(^4  Col.  Aaron  Ihirr,  although  he  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the 
Re])ublican  part\  of  which  he  was  a  member,  became  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  go\'ernor  of  Xew  York,  and  was  supported  b\'  those  Rej)ubHcans  who 
were  his  ])ersonal  admirers.  The  l'\'deralists  had  become  so  weakened,  that 
they  generalh'  gave  him  their  votes.  Hamilton  strongly  opj)osed  him, 
Morgan  Lewis,  the  regular  candidate  of  the  Republicans,  was  elected.  The 
senate  and  assembly  were  also  Repuldican,  and  consecpiently  the  electoral 
vote  of  the  .state  was  ca>t  for  Jeffi^rson,  and  he  was  chosen  president  for  a 
second  term,  (.eori^e  Clinton  the  Republican  candidate  for  vice-j^resident 
was  also  chosen.  This  election  destr(>\  ed  the  ])olitical  prospects  of  Colonel 
Purr.  He  rei^arded  Hamilton  as  his  mortal  foe  and  the  princi]xd  cause  ot 
his  political  ruin.  A  duel  ensued  and  Hamilton  fell  mortall\-  wounded. 
This  election  for  the  town  of  I)ata\ia  was  held  at  \'andeventer\s  inn  as 
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before;  Morj^an  Lewis  received  iii  votes  and  Aaron  Burr  ii.  The  vote  for 
lieutenant  t^overnor,  senator  and  members  of  assembly  indicate  that  the  elec- 
tion for  all  the  ofiices  was  ^iven  upon  party  grounds  as  strictly  as  at  the 
present  time. 

The  death  of  Hamilton  left  the  Federalists  without  a  leader  and  the 
Republican  party  in  this  state  practically  without  o])position.  The  Repub- 
licans had  been  divided  into  three  factions — that  of  the  Clintons,  tliat  of  the 
Livino^stone  families,  and  the  admirers  of  Colonel  lUirr.  At  the  eleclion  for 
;^overnor  in  1807  Colonel  Ihirr  having  been  ox  erthrown,  the  Li vingslones  sup- 
ported Morgan  Lewis  and  the  Clintons  Daniel  J>.  Touipkins  for  goveruor.  The 
votes  of  the  Federalists  and  the  lUirrites  were  divided  between  the  two  Repub- 
lican candidates.  Tompkins  was  elected  by  a  small  majority.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  the  inhabitants  of  Cliautaucpia  county  cast  their  fast  vote  at 
a  general  election.  In  1800  there  was  no  vqting-place  west  of  the  (  xenesee 
river,  nor  any  inhabitants  in  Chautauqua  county.  At  the  election  in  i<S()4, 
which  resulted  in  Jefferson's  secoud  election,  there  was  no  voting-place  nearer 
to  Chautauqua  than  Vandeventer's,  50  miles  or  uumc  away  from  the  nearest 
point  of  the  county.  Probably  no  inhabitant  of  the  county  voted  at  this 
ele(;:l:ion,  and  we  have  found  no  certain  means  of  determining  the  i)olitical 
views  of  the  few  scattered  settlers. 

In  the  result  of  the  eleclion  held  in  April,  1S07,  we  have  the  first  expres- 
sion of  the  ])olitical  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  couutw  l^lt'etions  other 
than  those  held  for  the  eleel:ion  of  town  oflicers,  until  the  constitution  of 
1S21  was  adopted,  were  held  in  Aj:>ril  of  each  >  ear,  and  the  voting  continuL-d 
through  three  da\s.  The  election  in  Chautauqua  in  1807  wa^^  held  the  fnsi 
day  at  the  house  of  William  IJemus  at  liemus  Point.  The  eleclion  ofucers 
then  proceeded  through  the  woods  to  the  tavern  of  widow  Perry  at  the  Cross 
Roads  and  there  held  the  election  on  the  second  daw  During  the  forenoon 
of  the  third  day  the  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Hezekiah  P>arker  at 
Canadaway  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  at  the  house  of  Orsamus 
Holmes  in  Sheridan.  The  election  is  said  to  have  cost  the  town  S68.  69 
votes  were  polled  of  which  Daniel  D.  Tom])kins  received  41  and  M(jrgau 
Lewis  28.  This  election  did  not  determine  the  relative  strength  of  Re[)ul)- 
licans  and  P'ederalists  in  Chautauqua  ;  onl\'  the  choice  of  the  \  oters  between 
the  two  Rei)ublican  candidates  for  governor.  There  is  little  doubt  howe\er 
that  Chautauqua  at  that  time  was  strongly  Re])ublican  like  other  ])arts  of  the 
Holland  Purchase.  At  this  election  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  wa>  elected  gov- 
ernor. 

For  several  years  prior  to  iSoS  the  plan  of  creeling  new  counties  from 
Genesee  was  discussed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  It  wa> 
believed  that  the  boundaiies  of  the  counties  into  which  it  was  evident  the 
Holland  Purchase  would  ultimately  b^  divided  could  be  more  judiciously 
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cstablislied  when  tlie  popnlatioii  was  sparse,  tliaii  later  when  the  iiiliabitaiits 
had  increased  so  as  to  create  conHiclinj^  inten\st  with  respect  to  connty 
seats  and  eounty  lines.  Accordin^^l y  in  iSo6  a  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Ic.i^nslature  tor  the  division  ofCienesee  into  four  counties  to  be  named  Alle- 
((any,  CattaraUiL^us,  Xia.i^ara  and  (rcnesee,  and  askin<;-  tliat  the  orj^-anization 
of  Alle*;any  and  Cattaran.i^us  be  deferred  until  they  sliould  contain  a  suitable 
number  of  inliabitinits.  It  is  said  that  about  750  residents  of  the  Holland 
Purchase  si<^ncd  this  petition.  The  result  of  the  movement  was  that  Alle- 
<^any  count\'  was  set  off. 

March  2,  iSoS,  a  petition  sij^ned  by  five  persons  was  presented  to  the 
lei^dslature  askinj^^  for  the  division  of  that  ])art  of  (  renesee  lyinj^^  west  of  Alle- 
t;any  into  two  counties  to  be  called  Chautau(|ue  and  Cattarauj^nis,  and  that  the 
o^overnor  apj^oint  commissioners  to  fix  the  sites  for  the  pul)lic  buildings  of 
those  counties,  and  that  their  organization  be  suspended  until  tliey  should 
contain  an  adecpuite  j>opulation,  and  that  those  two  counties  and  Nia^^ara 
should  l)e  orj^aiiized  under  the  name  Niajj^^ara.  This  })etition,  made  by  non- 
residents, contains  it  is  ])elie*ved  the  first  sUi4<;estion  of  the  name  ChautaiKpie  for 
the  count)'.  Another  petition  was  presented  to  the  le<;islature  in  iSoS  signed 
b\' js^^  persons,  among  whom  were  Andrew  A.,  Benjamin  and  Joseph  l^llicott 
and  other  pn^minent  residents  of  western  New  York,  and  b\'  Thomas  Pren- 
dergast,  Asa  vSfxar  and  John  Mack  of  the  present  county  of  Chautauqua, 
asking  among  other  things  that  Cjcnesee  be  divided  into  four  counties,  Chau- 
tauque  with  its  ])resent  boundaries,  Cattaraugus,  Niagara,  (including  the 
present  counties  of  Niagara  and  Ewe  and  all  the  remaining  ])art  of  Genesee,) 
to  continue  a  fourth  count)'  retaining  the  name  (ienesee  ;  that  Chautauque, 
Cattaraugus  and  Niagara  be  organized  as  one  count)'  by  the  name  Niagara  ; 
that  the  county  seat  of  Niagara  be  established  at  New  Amsterdam  (HulTalo), 
and  that  of  Chautaucpie  at  Mayville. 

These  applications  to  the  legislature  resulted  in  an  act  passed  March  11,. 
iSoS,  b)'  which  (ienesee  was  di\'ide(l  into  the  counties  of  (renesee,  Niagara,. 
Cliautatupie,  (as  it  at  present  exists)  and  Cattaraugus.  The  counties  of  Cliau- 
tau(jue  and  Cattaraugus  for  judicial  and  municipal  purj^oses  were  to  remain 
as  a  ]^art  of  Niagara  until  they  sliould  res|.-ecti\'ely  contain  500  taxable 
inhabitants  qualified  t<.)  \ote  for  members  of  assembl)',  (which  fact  the  board 
of  su|)ervisors  of  Niagara  was  to  determine  frc>m  the  assessment  rolls  of  the 
counties,  wliich  was  to  be  certified  by  the  governor,)  and  then  the  counties 
were  to  be  full)'  organized.  The  act  required  each  count)'  to  rais^  $1,500  to 
build  a  court-liouse  and  jail.  The  act  also  authorized  the  governor  to  appoint 
three  commissioners  to  locate  tlie  sites  in  the  three  counties  for  count)'  build- 
ings, which  was  to  be  done  within  one  year  from  its  passage.  The  commis- 
sioners appointed  were  Jonas  Williams,  Asa  Ransom  and  Isaac  Sutherland. 

The  ])eople  of  Canadaway  were  alert  to  the   interest  of  their  localit)'. 
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With  much  labor  they  had  cleared  half-au-acre  of  land  on  the  east  end  of  the 
common  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek  intendin,^^  it  as  site  for  the  county 
bui]dinq;s,  thinkin<^  that  the  natural  advantai^es  ofCanadaway  audits  ra])idly 
jT^atherini^  population  would  without  doubt  secure  to  it  the  county  seat.  To 
their  .i^^reat  disi^ust  the  commissioners  did  not  even  stop  and  look  at  the 
place  "  which  they  had  taken  so  much  pains  to  ])repare,  ])Ut  passed  ri;;ht  on 
to  Mayvillo  and  located  the  count\'  seat  in  the  woods,  where,  as  the  Canada- 
wayans  claimed,  they  were  obli<;ed  to  erect  "  a  lari;e  hemlock  post,"  as  the 
connnissioners'  report  read,  in  order  to  identify  the  spot.  The  settlers  at 
Canadaway,  believinj^  the  action  of  the  commissioners  in  fixin;^^  the  county 
seat  at  Mayville  was  unduly  influenced  by  the  Holland  land  company  to 
enable  them  to  sell  their  land  there,  did  not  soon  forget  their  defeat.  Thus 
wdth  the  act  of  establishing  the  county  seat  at  Mayville,  came  a  protest 
against  it  which  from  time  to  time  has  been  renewed  with  more  or  less 
emphasis. 

The  county  of  Niagara,  embracing,  besides  the  present  county  of  that 
name,  that  of  E^rie  also,  was  organized  this  year.  Zattu  Gushing  and  Martin 
Prendergast  of  Chautauqua  were  designated  judges  of  Niagara  county,  and 
served  until  Chautauqua  was  fully  organized  in  iSii.  Ziittu  Cushing  had 
much  influence  with  his  neighbors.  His  energy  and  will  made  him  a  natural 
leader.  He  was  a  patriotic  man  devoted  not  only  to  his  country  but  watch- 
ful of  the  interest  of  his  locality.  Prior  to  March,  1808,  the  town  meetings 
had  been  held  at  the  Cross  Roads.  Judge  Cushing  then  rallied  every  voter 
in  his  region  and  succeeded,  as  it  was  said  at  the  time,  in  bringing  the  town 
meeting  home  with  him."  This  led  to  a  division  of  the  old  town  of  Chautau- 
qua and  the  creation  of  the  new  town  of  Pomfret. 

The  act  of  March  11,  1808,  which  ercted  the  county  of  Chautauqua  also 
organized  Pomfret*  as  a  town.  The  present  towns  of  Carroll,  Poland,  IClling- 
ton.  Cherry  Creek,  Villenova,  a  small  part  of  Kiantone,  and  nearly  all  of 
Hanover,  had  previously  constituted  a  part  of  the  town  of  Krie  ;  by  this  act 
thcp  were  included  in  the  comity  of  Chautauqua  and  made  a  })art  of  Pom- 
fret. The  present  towns  of  Sheridan,  Arkwright,  Charlotte,  (k-rry,  I^llicott, 
Pomfret,  Dunkirk,  Kiantone,  a  part  of  Ihisti,  the  cities  of  Jamestown  and 
Dunkirk,  were  made  to  constitute  the  remainder  of  Pomfret.  The  old  town 
of  Chautauque  was  made  to  include  the  western  and  remaining  towns  of  the 
county.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  town  of  Chautauqua  comprised  sub- 
stantially what  was  for  many  years  the  first  assembly  district  of  the  county, 
and  Pomfret  the  second  assembly  district.  This  act  provided  that  the  first 
town  meeting  for  Pomfret  should  be  held  at  the  house  of  I-Clisha  Marvin. 
This  town  meeting  was  held  in  a  barn  nearly  opposite  the  old  stone  school 

•Dea.  Orsamus  Holmes  was  instrumental  in  having  the  town  named  from  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  from 
which  he  emigrated. 
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house  on  the  main  road,  April  9,  180S.  It  was  opened  by  prayer  b\'  Rev. 
Jolni  Spencer.  Ozias  Hart  served  as  moderator.  The  officers  chosen  were 
Philo  Orton,  supervisor,  Jolm  vS.  Hellows,  town  clerk,  Richard  Williams, 
Justin  Hininan,  John  K.  Howard,  assessors,  Samuel  P>erry,  Abiram  Orton, 
John  Mack,  commissioners  of  hi<^luvay»,  Zattu  Cushiuj^and  Orsanuis  Holmes 
overseers  of  the  ])oor,  and  (.jeor«;e  W.  Pierce,  constable  and  collector.  Philo 
Orton  the  first  sujK*rvisor  of  Pomfret  was  born  in  Tyrinj^^hani,  Mass.,  Septem- 
ber 9,  177S,  and  settled  in  Canadaway  in  1806.  He  was  a  practical  surveyor, 
was  supervisor  of  Pomfret  durin*;  the  first  eleven  \  ears  of  its  ori^anization, 
and  for  inan\  years  a  jud^^e  of  the  county.  He  was  a  meml)er  of  assembly 
in  1S19,  and  also  a  j)residential  elector,  voting  for  William  Henry  Harrison 
for  president.  The  sui>er\  is(^r  chosen  for  Chautauque  this  year  was  Arthur 
Ik'll.  He  was  born  in  Paxton,  Pa.,  January  12,  1753,  served  in  the  army 
three  years  durin;^  the  Rexolution,  settled  at  Chautautjua  creek  in  1803. 
The  two  su])er\'isors  from  the  count)'  of  Chautauque  in  1808,  served  with 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  Xiaj^^ara  count)'  at  the  villaj^e  of  liuffalo. 

Althouj^h  the  cit)-  of  Dunkirk  is  the  most  ])oi)ulous  town  in  the  oldest 
part  of  the  county,  it  was  not  settled  until  a  comparati\  eh'  late  date.  Tim- 
othy Oouldin^  located  one  mile  west  of  the  harbor  of  Dunkirk  in  1808 
within  the  city  limits.  John  Ih-i<^ham  and  John  liri^i^ham,  Jr.,  also  settled 
that  year  within  the  corporation.  Luther  (Touldini^-,  brother  of  Timoth)', 
and  his  brother-in-law  vSolomon  Chadwick,  settled  in  1809  upon  the  harbor, 
which  for  se\-eral  \-ears  was  known  as  Chadwick's  Pay.  Joel  Pri^i^-ham, 
Anion  and  Abiram  (»:i\  jord  and  Daniel  Pier  were  earl\'  settlers. 

In  I  Sov*^  sewral  e\'cnts  of  such  eonse(pience  occurred  as  to  make  it  the 
most  imjnkrlant  of  all  the  earl\-  \-ears  in  the  reli^^ious  histors'  of  the  counts'. 
Pefore  that  \  <.ar  no  ehureh  <M-L;ani/.ation  existed.  The  j^ospel  howe\  er  had 
been  preached  in  every  settlement.  vSeareel)'  had  the  lirst  \(y^  cabin  been 
reared  before  it  was  \  isited  b\'  the  early  missionaries,  sent  by  the  mission- 
ar\'  societies  of  Xew  Phii;land,  and  other  reli<;ious  ori^anizations  of  the  east. 
The  men  employed  were  especialh'  fitted  for  the  work.  The\-  were  seldom 
learned  in  more  than  the  common  branches  of  En«;lish  education,  but  had 
vi<;-orous  praelical  minds,  and  were  usually  well  versed  in  the  Scriptures. 
Sometimes  they  ])o>ses.>>ed  unusual  talents  and  native  eloquence.  The\'  were 
accustomed  to  life  in  the  back  woods,  and  were  familiar  with  the  wa\  s  of  the 
pioneers.  They  journeyed  alon^  the  obscure  paths  of  the  woods  to  carry  the 
«40S])el  to  the  distant  settlements,  satisfied  with  the  rou;^h  accomodations  of 
the  settlers,  cheerfull\-  li\'in^  u])on  their  coarse  fare,  and  receix'iu!:;  for  their 
.services  a  mere  pittance.  Their  self-sacrificin<^  lives  furnish  the  highest 
ex  idence  of  their  sincerits". 

The  first  of  these  earl)-  missionaries  to  x'isit  the  count)'  afti  r  its  settle- 
ment was  the   Rev.  Joseph  PjadiL^er.     He  had  passetl  throu«;h  the  county  in 
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iSoi  oil  his  journey  from  tlic  Western  Reserve  to  Massacluisetls,  and  a^ain 
on  his  return  to  the  Western  Reserve  tlie  next  year,  and  liad  iound  Skinner 
residing;-  in  Chautauqua  county  at  tlie  inoutli  of  Cattaraui^ais  creek.  In  vSe|)- 
teniber,  1803,  wliilc  attending;  a  nicetin<;  held  at  (rreen field,  now  North  Ivist, 
which  was  the  first  nieetiii<^  of  the  Presbytery  held  in  Erie  count)'.  Pa.,  Mr. 
Ro])ert  Patterson  was  ordained  as  a  minister,  Rev.  vSaniuel  Tate  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Pad<^er  officiating^.  The  next  day  Mr.  Piadi^er  went  to  the  Cross 
Roads  to  jireach  the  funeral  sermon  of  Ivhvard  Melleiiry.  This  was  the 
first  sermon  preached  within  the  county.  Mr.  Badger  was  born  at  Wilbra- 
liam,  Mass.,  February  28,  1757.  As  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  he  had  many 
adventures.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he  entered  Vale  colle<;e^ 
graduated  in  1785  and  was  licensed  to  preach  in  1786.  He  labored  in  Mas- 
sachusetts as  a  minister  until  1801.  Under  an  appointment  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Missionary  Society,  that  )  ear  he  went  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he 
travelled  and  preached  to  the  settlers  and  to  the  Indians.  He  moved  to 
Perry sburgli,  Ohio,  in  1844  where  he  closed  a  long  and  eventful  life. 

Other  missionaries  traversed  the  wilderness.  Rev.  Jacob  Crane,  Septem- 
ber 29,  1805,  preached  at  Picecli  Woods  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  travelled 
over  the  Indian  trail  up  the  Conewango  to  the  Cattaraugus,  and  Xovember 
8tli  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Hank  Johnsoirs  (White  Indian  Chief  )  on 
the  Cattaraugus  reservation  two  miles  above  Irving.  Johnson  was  his 
interpreter  and  treated  him  kindly. 

After  the  death  of  McIIenr\-,  Connecticut  missionaries,  when  trawlling  to 
and  from  the  Weslein  Reserve,  occasionalh'  preached  at  the  houj<e  of  James 
McMahan  at  the  Cross  Roads,  and,  when  there  was  no  ])reaehing,  religious 
meetings  were  held  there  on  the  vSabbath  and  printed  sermons  were  read. 
Deacon  James  Montgomery  was  an  active  -leader.  In  i8f)4  and  1805  the  Rev. 
Robert  Patterson  was  ein]>lo\  ed  to  preach  a  quarter  of  the  time  at  the  Cross 
Roads  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  at  North  liast  and  Colts  Station,  Pa. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  north  west  part  of  the 
county  and  at  the  Cross  Roads  including  the  McMalians  were  professedly 
pious.  Many  were  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians.  Consequently  the  first 
preaching  there  was  of  Calviiiistic  doctrines.  The  following  account  of  the 
meetings  of  these  early  Presb\  terians,  is  from  an  address  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  P^irst  Presb  teriaii  Church 
of  Ripley. . 

*' Just  west  of  the  village  of  North  East,  ui)on  a  rise  of  ground  where  now 
is  the  cemetery,  lies  a  beautiful  grove.  And  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  the  water 
gushes  out,  making  a  clear  prl lucid  stream.  Upon  this  hill  there  formerly 
stood  a  rude  log  building  which  the  early  Presb\'terian  settlers  erected  as  a 
])lace  of  worship.  Over  the  mountains  from  the  interior  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania, even  as  far  as  Philadelphia,  came  ministers  at  times,  to  preach  to 
these  scattered  settlers  and  administer  to  them  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Tate,  Rev.  Johnston  Eaton  and  Rev.  Mr.  McPherson  are  now  most 
vivid!)-  remembered  by  onr  older  members.  Tliey  were  men  too  of  power, 
full  of  zeal.  They  were  coarsely  clad  in  homespun,  and  preached  to  plain, 
rouj^h  looking;  but  warm-hearted  men,  with  tonj^ues  of  fire,  with  clear,  lo<^ical 
reasoning;-.  Out  of  the  vScri])tures  'they  upheld  the  stern  doctrines  of  our  Cal- 
vinistic  faith,  not  iailin.t;'  to  declare  the  wliole  counsel  of  Ciod  as  they  believed 
it.  Here  the  settlers  alouij^  this  main  road  used  to  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ment and  to  T)e  fed  with  ^(>s])el  manna.  vSo  infrequent  were  these  opportuni- 
ties, that  when  they  did  occur  it  ^yas  to  the  settlers  a  <;reat  occasion.  Meet- 
in,<;s  were  held  three  da>-s  in  succession  connnencinj^^  with  Saturda)',  ordinary 
work  was  laiil  aside,  and  ])c()ple  <^a\'e  up  their  time  to  the  enjo\  nient  of  a 
gospel  feast.  Let  us  brin^  before  our  mind's  e\'e  one  of  these  scenes  ;  it  is 
the  season  of  summer  and  <;ood  old  Father  Tate  has  sent  word  over  the  moun- 
tains that  he  '  will  be  at  North  Kast  on  such  a  week  and  ])reach  on  Saturdav 
and  vSunday,  and  after  the  sermon  on  vSunday  administer  the  Lord's  Sup])er.' 
The  news  has  been  so  ea_i;erl\'  circulated  that  it  is  well  known  in  every  Pres- 
byterian famil\-  from  Portland  to  Krie,  and  so  often  spoken  of  and  anticipated 
that  there  is  no  dani^er  of  mistakin_<^  the  time.  Sunday  mornin<^  comes,  and 
ere  the  sun  has  risen,  in  some  score  or  two  of  settler's  cabins  the  family  is 
roused  to  ^et  ready  for  meetinj^-.  The  necessary  work  done,  they  move  out 
early  enouj^di  to  be  on  hand  at  the  openinj^  of  services;  all  alon«^  the  rou<;h 
forest  road  the\-  thread  their  way.  The  ])eople  are  movinj^,  some  on  horse 
back,  some  on  foot,  some  in  wagons  drawn  slowly  by  oxen." 

The  first  church  or^^ani/.ed  in  the  county  was  formed  by  these  Presb\'ter- 
ian  settlers  at  the  Cross  Roads  in  180S.  Rev,  John  Lindsley  had  visited  the 
place  as  a  missionary  the  fall  before  on  his  way  to  Pennsylvania,  and  on  his 
return  he  or,i;ani/.ed  the  church.  It  was  called  the  Chautauqua  Church  " 
and  was  attaelied  t<^  th.e  Pres])\'tery  of  I\rie.  The  Messrs.  McMahaus  .and 
their  wi\es,  Deadbn  James  Mont!L,H)mery  and  wife,  Mrs.  Artliur  liell  and  Mrs. 
D.  Kinkaid  were  the  first  members. 

The  same  )-ear  the  first  I>a])tist  church  was  also  or<^^anized  in  the  county. 
Zattu  Cushiu;^-,  William  (rould,  John  \'anTassel,  Penjamin  Parrett,  ICliphalet 
Puniham,  Rachel  Cushin<^^,  Rhoda  Puruham,  Sophia  Williams  and  vSilence 
pKirto  in  November,  1S05,  commenced  to  meet  to«^ether  on  the  Lord's  Day  to 
recommend  the  cause  of  Christ  and  confirm  each  other  in  the  faith." 
Marcli  14,  1S07,  they  entered  into  a  covenant  to  hold  meetings  on  the  last 
Saturday  of  every  month.  In  the  winter  of  the  succeedinj^  year,  the  Rev. 
Joy  Handy  removed  from  P>rookfield,  Madison  county,  and  settled  at  the 
mouth  of  Canadaway  creek,  and,  a  few  years  later,  removed  to  the  Canada- 
way  settlement,  now  P'redonia.  ()ctober  20,  at  a  council  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Zattu  CushiiTLi^  at  the  Canadaway  settlement,  composed  of  Elder  Joel 
Putler  (it  is  believed  he  was  a  pastor  of  the  church  of  San^j^erfield,  Oneida 
county,)  Elder  Hezekiah  Eastman  (prol^ably  of  Madison  count)',)  and  IClder 
Joy  Handy,  the  brethren  and  sisters,  16  in  number,  were  examined  and 
received  into  fellowship.    In  March,  1808,  Ponifret  was  created  a  new  town. 
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As  the  Presbyterian  cluircli  tliat  liad  been  organized  the  same  year  at 
the  Cross  Roads  was  called  the  "  Chantanqna  Church  "  this  was  called  the 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Pom  fret."  This  church  was  the  mother  of  many 
of  the  Baptist  churches  in  the  county,  they  having  been  set  off  one  after 
another  as  the  county  became  sett-led.  The  Rev.  Joy  Handy  was  the  pastor 
mostly  froui  1808  to  1822  ;  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  P^lisha  Tucker, 
who  continued  pastor  until  1831  or  1832. 

In  1808  also  the  first  Methodist  Kpisco]xal  class  was  formed  in  the  county, 
and  tlie  first  Methodist  sermon  ])reached.  In  i8or  the  ICrie  circuit  of  the 
Baltimore  conference  was  first  formed.  It  was  later  known  as  the  Iv'ie  con- 
ference, and  finally  embraced  Chautauqua  county.  Rev.  James  Ouinn  was 
appointed  its  first  presiding  elder.  He  made  Meadville  the  center  of  his  cir- 
cuit. To  form  classes  and  to  fill  his  20  appointments,  he  travelled  400  miles 
through  the  wilderness  every  four  weeks.  About  this  time  began  tlic  most 
memorable  period  m  the  religious  history  of  the  western  borders.  Vor  years 
the  itinerant  Methodist  minister  mounted  on  horsc])ack,  with  bible,  hymn 
book  and  saddlebags,  followed  forest  trails  guided  by  marked  trees,  forded 
bridgeless  streams,  often  camping  in  the  woods  at  night,  tired  and  hungry, 
enduring  all  the  hardships  and  ]:)rivations  of  tiie  back  woods  to  carry  the 
gospel  to  the  pioneers.  The  remarkable  scenes  at  their  revivals  and  camp 
meetings,  the  great  crowds  of  })eople  who  came  to  listen,  the  burning  words 
of  the  preacher  awakening  them  to  their  lost  condition,  will  long  be  remem- 
bered. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  were  from  New  England  or  were  of  Puritan 
descent  and  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  old  and  established  Calvinistic  doc- 
trines of  that  people.  Between  them  and  the  Methodists,  who  were  of  a  later 
and  more  liberal  faith,  there  existed  a  strong  antagonism,  and  a  polemic  war- 
fare was  waged  between  them  for  many  years.  The  zealous  and  aggressive 
spirit  of  Methodism  prevailed  against  all  opposition  and  they  made  converts 
everywhere.  The  traveling  Methodist  minister  from  1800  to  1816  was  enti- 
tled to  receive  but  $80  a  year  and  his  traveling  expenses.  His  wife  was 
allowed  $80  a  year.  An  allowance  was  made  to  him  of  $16  annually  for  each 
child  under  seven  years  of  age,  and  $24  for  each  child  betvveen  seven  and 
fourteen  years  of  age.  It  is  said  that  he  in  fadl  received  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  that  amount,  and  yet  for  this  i)ittancc,  these  men  labored  summer 
and  winter  with, unremitting  zeal. 

PVoin  1796  to  181 2  western  New  York  was  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Philadelphia  conference.  In  1808  the  "Holland  Purchase"  circuit  was 
formed  by  that  conference  which  embraced  all  of  the  state  west  of  the  (lene- 
see  river.  To  that  circuit  Rev.  George  Lane  was  first  appointed.  The  fol- 
lowing interesting  account  of  the  first  establishing  of  Methodism  in  Chautau- 
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qua  county  we  copy  from  Gregg's  History  of  Methodism.  The  fadls  stated 
were  furnished  by  tlie  Hon.  E.  T.  Foote. 

"Some  time  in  the  winter  of  1808-9,  learninor  that  a  few  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  had  settled  in  the  west  part  of  Sheridan  in  Chau- 
tauqua county,  Mr.  Lane  started  up  from  Buffalo  in  a  one-horse  sleigh  to 
visit  and  preacli  to  them.  On  his  way  up  he  overtook  Mr.  Gould  and  wife  in 
a  two-horse  sleigh,  who  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
resided  in  tlie  place  just  mentioned,  and  who  liad  been  east  on  a  visit,  and 
were  returning  home.  The  snow  was  deep,  and,  as  is  usually  the  case  in 
that  region,  Ixadly  drifted.  Night  came  on  them  wliile  in  the  woods  some 
distance  1)el()W  Cattaraugus  creek,  and  they  became  so  l.)uried  in  the  snow 
that  they  coukl  get  their  sleighs  no  further.  After  disengaging  tlieir  horses 
from  tlie  sleiglis,  each  person  mounted  a  horse,  and  rode  on  the  bare  l)ack  to 
]\Iack's  tavern,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  the  niglit.  Next  morn- 
ing they  succeeded  in  getting  their  sleighs,  and  before  night  reached  Mr. 
GoukVs  house,  where  Mr.  Lane  spent  a  few  days  and  ])reached  several  times, 
and  during  his  stay  in  the  place  formed  a  class  consisting  of  Stephen  Ihish, 
Daniel  Gould  and  wife,  and  Elijah  Risley.  This  was  undou1)tedly  the  first 
^Methodist  preach.ing  and  the  first  class  formed  in  Chautauqua  count\',  state 
of  New  York.'' 

The  class  so  formed  was  without  regular  preachinj.^  until  the  year  i8ro. 
In  that  s])ri ng  an  entire  class  of  ten  members  renun'cd  from  the  east  and  set- 
tled in  \'illen()va.  They  consisted  of  John  Arnold,  leader,  and  liis  wife, 
Father  Kent  and  wife,  Daniel  Whipple  and  wife,  Roderick  Wells,  John  P. 
Kent,  James  Kent  and  Ann  Kent.  V>y  the  influence  of  this  cla^^s  and  the 
one  formed  in  Sheridan,  the  Rev.  P>illy  "  Brown  was  appointed  ''to  labor 
and  p-each  in  Chautauqua."  He  was  the  first  Methodist  minister  to  preacli 
regularl)-  in  the  county.  He  posessed  good  knowledge  of  the  Scripture.  He 
was  eccentric  in  his  manner  and  ideas.  He  removed  to  Ohio  in  1823  ^^^^^ 
died  in  i  S50. 

We  have  seen  that  in  1808  Presbyterian,  P)aptist  and  Methodist  organiz- 
ations were  first  formed  in  Chautauqua  county.  About  the  same  time  the 
Congregalionalists  were  also  lepresented  here  in  the  person  and  works  of 
P^ither  Jolin  Spencer.  So  that  in  1808  at  nearl\'  the  same  time  the  four  lead- 
ing Protestant  denominations  of  that  day  were  first  established.  No  mission- 
ar\  labored  so  long  and  so  efTecti\'ely  in  early  years  as  Father  Spencer,  and 
no  one  was  so  well  kiKJwn.  There  was  scarceh'  a  new  settlement  but  that 
he  \  isite(l  more  than  once.  He  preached  from  house  to  house.  His  labors 
extended  over  much  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  and  he  was  as  well  known  in 
Erie  and  (reuesee  counties  as  in  Chautauqua.  ''  A  short,  sturd}'  man,  on  a 
big,  bol)-taileti  hoise,  riding  from  one  scattered  neighborhoi)d  to  another, 
summer  and  winter,  ])reachiiig,  pra\-ing,  organizing  churches,  bur\  ing  the 
dead  and  !narr\-ing  the  li\-iiig  ;  a  man  full  of  zeal  in  his  Master's  cause,  but 
full  also  of  life  and  mirth,  read)-  to  answer  ever)'  jest  with  another,  and  a 
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universal  favorite  aiHoii<;  tlie  hardy  pioneers."    (Jolmson's  Hist,  of  lu'ie  Co.) 

Mr.  Spencer  was  born  in  Spencertown,  Cohnnbia  county,  in  1758.  He 
was  of  the  same  family  as  Hon.  Ambrose  vSpencer,  but  was  more  nearly 
related  to  Joshua  A.  Spencer.  He  received  his  early  education  onl\;at  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  served  a  lonj:;;  period  in  the  Revolution,  entered  as  a  private 
and  rose  to  ])e  an  oflicer.  He  served  as  aid  to  the  ji^allant  Col.  Willets.  He 
was  licensed  to  ])reach  by  the  Northern  Associated  Presl)ytery,  ()ct()])er  29, 

1800,  at  Sj^encertown,  and  was  ordained  by  the  same  body  at  Stillwater,  in 

1 801.  Althou«^h  he  united  with  the  Presbytery,  Mr.  Spencer  was  a  decided 
Conj^rei^ationalist,  and  before  cominj^;-  to  Chautauqua  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Oneida  Association.  He  removed  with  his  family  to  Sheridan  in  1807. 
His  first  labors  were  on  the  main  road  between  Batavia  and  liuflalo,  and 
thence  on  the  road  between  Ijuffalo  and  Erie.  He  was  })lain  and  simple  in 
his  habits.  At  first  he  dressed  in  the  antique  style  of  Revolutionary  days, 
wearin<^  short  stockinets  and  boots  quite  up  to  his  knees.  Tl^jis  dress  in  later 
years  he  laid  aside.  Mr.  Spencer  was  fond  of  social  intercourse  and  full  of 
anecdotes.  Although  his  education  was  limited,  he  wrote  and  spoke  English 
with  accuracy.  He  had  a  keen  wit,  was  somewhat  eccentric  and  posessed 
good  practical  common  sense.  As  a  preacher  he  was  clear  and  logical.  His 
sermons  were  short  and  practical  and  impressive.  As  a  minister  he  was  true 
to  his  duty,  independent  in  all  things.  Although  he  could  administer  a 
just  reproof,  he  was  a  peace  maker,  and  a  good  and  faithful  man. 

In  August,  1826,  Mr.  Spencer  was  settled  over  a  church  in  Husti.  On 
the  24th  of  the  nionth  he  died.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Sheridan  where 
he  was  buried.  As  the  result  of  his  labor  thirteen  churches  were  founded  in 
Western  New  York,  five  or  six  of  which  were  in  Chautauqua  county  ;  all 
these  he  fostered  until  his  death.  Of  all  the  early  missionaries  who  have 
labored  in  Chautauqua  county  Father  Spencer  fills  the  most  prominent  place. 


CHAPTER  XXH. 
1 809-1 8 10. 

THE  general  election,  held  in  the  spring 'of  1809,  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Daniel  1).  Tompkins,  the  '  republican  candidate  for  governor,  over 
Jonas  Piatt,  the  federal  candidate.  This  year  Thomas  Prendergast, 
.son  of  William  Prendergast,  represented  the  town  of  Chautauqua,  and  Philo 
Orton  the  town  of  Pqmfret  at  the  meeting  of  the  Niagara  board  of  supervis- 
ors held  in  Buffalo.    At  the  beginning  of  the  year  tliere  were  between  1,000 
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and  2,000  inhabitants  in  the  county,  most  of  them  living  north  of  tlie  Ridge, 
but  scattered  at  long  intervals  from  Cattaraugus  creek  to  the  state  line,  and 
within  three  or  four  miles  of  Lake  Erie.  A  smaller  number  were  gathered 
close  around  the  borders  of  Chautauqua  lake,  and  a  few  others  were  settled 
along  tlie  outlet,  and  the  Conewango,  engaged  in  lumbeiing.  By  far  the 
most  extensive  portion  of  tlie  county,  that  high  cold  region  among  the  hills 
in  tlie  eastern,  central  and  southwestern  parts,  remained  unsettled.  The 
pioneers  of  Charlotte  and  Stockton  were  the  first  to  enter  the  woods  that  cov- 
ered its  hilly,  and  then  less  inviting,  portions,  miles  away  from  the  advant- 
ages afforded  by  the  settlements  in  the  more  accessible  parts. 

Charlotte  was  settled  in  April,  1809,  by  John  and  Daniel  Pickett,  Arva 
O.  Austin  from  Chenango  count)-,  Abel  Prior  and  John  and  Taylor  Gregg 
from  (^)neida  couutw  They  settled  in  the  northwestern  part,  in  what  has 
been  for  man\'  years  known  as  the  Pickett  neighborhood.'"  A  little  later 
the  same  >xar,  Robert  W.  Seaver,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  from  Oneida 
county,  made  the  first  settlement  at  Charlotte  Center.  Later  still  in  the  same 
year,  William  Devine  from  the  same  county,  settled  at  the  center  of  the  town. 
i^Iajor  Samuel  Sinclear  from  ]Madison  county,  a  cousin  of  Jonathan  Cilley 
of  Maine,  who  was  killed  at  lUadensburg  in  the  celebrated  duel  with  Graves 
of  Kentuck\',  and  alst)  a  nephew  of  Gen.  Joseph  Cilley  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
in  whose  regiment  he  served  during  the  war,  came  in  the  fall  of  1809,  and 
erected  the  body  of  a  log  house  upon  the  site  of  Sinclairville,  several  miles 
further  into  the  wilderness,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  county. 

In  March  1810,  William  Perry  and  family  came  from  Madison  county, 
and  settled  at  Siuclairville.  September  19,  Mr.  Sinclear  started  from  Madi- 
son couuty  with  his  family  of  ten  ])ersons,  including  his  stej>sons,  Obed  and 
John  M.  Ivlson,  and  their  sister  I'anny.  lie  came  with  fi\'e  twohorse  wag- 
ons, one  carr\-iiig  his  family,  and  the  other  four  his  household  goods  and  per- 
sonal |)ropert\'.  The\-  passed  over  ver\'  bad  roads  to  Puff  do,  then  followed  the 
shore  of  the  lake  to  Cattarau;^us  creek.  The  family  ludted  a  week  at  Rich- 
ard Williams'  log  tavern  at  Fredonia,  while  woodsmen  were  cutting  a  road 
to  the  site  of  vSinclairville.  This  was  the  first  road  opened  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  count)  over  the  ridge  to  its  southern  part.  The  family  of  Mr. 
Sinclear  arrived  at  Sinclairville,  Oct.  22,  1810.  Mr.  Sinclear  built  a  frame 
house  ;  the  first  one  built  in  the  central  part  of  the  county.  It  was  after- 
wards use  1  as  the  village  tax'ern.  He  built  also  a  sawmill  and  gristmill 
and  other  buildings.  He  was  the  founder  and  owner  of  the  \-illage  that 
deri\es  its  iKuue  from  him. 

About  this  lime  .settlement  was  commenced  in  Carroll,  and  the  work 
begun  ol"  annihilating  llie  nol)le  forest  ])ines  tlu't  grew  there  in  so  great 
abundance.  It  l>ecame  a  town  of  sawmills  ;  as  many  as  25  were  in  o[)eration 
at  one  time,  and  iumberin_-;  was  long  its  leading  industr)'. 
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John  Russell  of  Malioiicy,  Pa.,  explored  the  county  al*)u<;  the  lower  Coue- 
wan<^o  in  1800.  He  returned  home  with  a  j^^ood  report  of  the  county.  The 
same  year  he  and  his  family,  accomi)anied  by  a  considerable  party  of  emi- 
grants, amont;  them  IIu<;h  Frew  and  family,  set  out  for  the  Concwanoo. 
Russell  built  a  boat  in  which  the  <;oods  were  carried  u])  the  vSinemahonin<;-. 
Russell  and  I'Vew  had  a  yoke  of  cattle  and  some  cows  which  were  driven 
throu,i;h  the  woods.  The  journey  was  slow  and  tedious  by  water  and  land 
to  the  porta.i^e  between  the  Sineniahonin;^-  and  the  Alk\i;any.  There  the 
boats  were  taken  apart  and  transported  upon  wa<^on  wheels  to  a  canoe  place 
on  the  Allegany  where  they  were  put  to<;ether  aj^ain  and  caulked  and  pitched. 
They  then  descended  the  Alk\i;any  to  the  Conewan_!^<:>,  which  they  ascended 
to  a  point  a  little  above  Russellburi^h.  They  then  journeyed  to  r>cechwood, 
now  Su^^ar  Grove,  Pa.,  close  to  the  south  boundary  of  Chautaucpia,  where 
tlvey  setUed.  They  found  John  Marsh,  Robert  Miles,  and  John  and  vStephen 
Ross  iiad  preceded  them.  At  this  time  there  was  no  buildin*^  at  Warren' 
except  the  Holland  company's  storehouse  in  which  a  family  resided.  No 
white  settler  was  livin.LC  in  Chautauqua  county  at  that  time.  These  settlers 
endured  threat  hardships  during;-  the  first  years  of  their  residence  in  Warren 
count)'. 

John  P^rew,  a  native  of  Killyleale,  Ireland,  a  son  of  Huj^h  P^ew  above 
named,  and  Robert  Russell,  both  y(Min^  men,  ]ia\  in;^^  explored  the  land  alonj;' 
the  Conewan^o  in  Carroll  and  Kiantone  in  the  sprin.i;  of  1809,  set  out  from 
their  home  in  Warren  county,  each  with  a  pack  on  his  back,  on  foot  over 
the  Indian  trail  to  Kennedy's  mill,  and  over  the  hi;^ddands  to  the  falls  of  the 
Cattaraugus.  Thence  they  followed  the  Indian  trail  to  the  oak  openings 
east  of  P>ufTalo  ;  from  this  place  they  journeyed  to  Batavia.  They  camped 
out  nights,  and  subsisted  on  jerked  meat,  dry  bread  and  young  leeks.  At 
Batavia  they  entered  their  lands.  Robert  Russell  bought  on  Kiantone  creek 
in  Kiantone,  John  Frew  entered  lands  for  himself  and  Thomas  Russell  at 
the  mouth  of  Frew's  Run  in  Carroll.    Frew  and  Russell  soon  built  a  loghouse, 

•  and  later  completed  a  sawmill  there.  The  village  that  grew  up  near  the 
mill  was  called  P^rewsburg  after  John  Frew.  This  place  became  a  leading 
point  for  the  manufa6lure  of  lumber,  and  for  many  years  great  quantities 

were  run  from  there  down  the  river  to  Pittsburgh,  and  to  points  below. 
George  W.  P^'enton,  the  father  of  Gov.  Reuben  P^.  PVnton,  settled  in  Carroll 
the  same  year. 

In  1809  the  first  settlement  was  made  at  P'orestville  by  Capt.  Jehial 
Moore.  He  was  born  at  Salisbury,  Conn.,  in  1774.  After  a  residence  with 
his  father  at  Butternuts  and  Salmon  Creek  in  New  York,  he  came  to  Chau- 
tauqua county.  In  1803  opened  a  woods-road  from  the  Erie  road  to  Wal- 
nut creek,  where  P^'orestville  then  known  as  the  "  Prills,"  is  now  situated. 
Below  the  falls,  he  built  a  sawmill  which  was  ready  to  run  late  in  December 
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of  tliat  year.  The  iiiilhvrig-lit,  Weller,  from  Massachusetts,  afterwards  settled 
in  Hanover  and  died  tliere.  Isaac  Roe,  James  Crowl,  Horatio  Kelsey,  James 
Acklcy,  John  Tyler,  Samnel  Hopping  and  others  assisted  in  bnilding  the 
mill.  In  1809  Mr.  Moore  bronght  his  family  there.  The  sawmill  enabled 
him  to  build  his  house  and  that  of  others  who  immediately  settled  in  the 
vicinity.  Tn  1809  he  commenced  a  gristmill  which  was  completed  in  the 
spring  of  18 10.  Moore  commanded  a  company  of  Chautauqua  county  troops 
during  the  war  of  181  2,  and  distinguished  himself  by  bravery  at  Oneenstown. 

1 810  was  a  memorable  \'ear  in  the  settlement.  Many  circumstances  trans- 
pired denoting  a  rapid  advance  from  a  pioneer  condition.  Many  new  log 
houses  were  built  in  the  older  parts.  During  the  summer  the  woods  that 
extended  along  the  watershed  and  over  the  middle  portion  of  the  county 
were  swarming  with  land  hunters.  Many  went  away  without  purchasing, 
others  booked  lands  and  never  returned,  yet  many  became  actual  settlers. 

Gerry,  one  of  the  central  towns,  was  settled  this  year.  Amos  Atkins 
came  to  Chautauqua  l..ke  near  William  Hemus  in  1808.  Being  connected 
with  a  surveying  party  in  1809,  he  selected  two  lots  in  (rcrry,  one  for  himself 
and  one  for  his  brother-in-law,  Ste])hen  Jones.  Jones,  in  1810,  settled  on  lot 
47,  upon  what  is  now  the  farm  of  Henjamin  L.  Harrison,  about  a  mile  south 
of  Sinclairville,  where  he  built  a  log  house,  the  first  habitation  erected  in  the 
town.  I'he  first  birth  occurred  in  his  famil)'.  Atkins,  afterwards,  in  the 
same  year,  built  a  log  Infuse  upon  his  farm  in  the  nortlieast  part  of  lot  35,  a 
few  rods  from  Jones'  log  dwelling  upon  the  farm  owned  by  H.  l'\  Deiinisoii. 
Later  in  the  year  William  and  James  Ciilmore  from  ]\iadison  county  took  up 
land  on  lot  36,  and  built  a  log  house  on  the  farm  now  owned  b)'  Fordyce 
Sylvester  near  the  Sinclairville  railroad  depot.  Melzer  vSylvester,  brother-in- 
law  of  the  (jihnores,  came  in  181 1,  and  settled  between  Sinclairville  and  the 
depot.  Joan  Love  settled  in  the  north  part  near  Sinclairville  in  181 2.  In 
the  spring  of  181 2,  William  Alverson,  w^ho  was  born  in  Wu-mont,  came  on 
horse])ack  from  his  home  in  Chenango  count)'  to  Sinclairville.  He  selected 
land  on  lot  44,  about  one  mile  north  of  Cierry,  formerly  known  as  \'ermont 
Station.''  In  1815  lie  returned,  purchased,  and  settled  upon  the  same  hind. 
Porter  Phelps,  Hezekiah  "Myers,  and  Hezekiah  Catlin,  all  \'ermonters,  came 
at  the  srime  time,  and  settled  near  him  in  the  dense  pine  forest.  ( )ther  Ver- 
monters  followed.  This  constituted  the  first  colony  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  and  for  a  half-a-centur\'  it  was  known  as    \'erniont  settlement.'' 

\'illeiK>va  was  also  first  settled  in  1810.  Daniel  Whipple,  a  native  of 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  came  that  \  ear  to  Cliautaucpia  from  Herkimer  count)',  and 
settled  upon  lot  j;  in  the  southeast  ])art  of  the  tov/n.  John  Kent  settled  near 
Whip|>le  the  same  )-ear.  P'li  Arnold  also  settled  in  \'illeiio\'a  in  1810,  at  or 
near  the  \illage.  J*'hn  Arnold  came  al)out  the  same  time.  These  settle- 
ments were  all  made  on  or  near  the  south  branch  of  the  Coiiewango.  Wil- 
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liain  and  Benjamin  I>arrass  and  Roderick  Wells  came  to  Villenova  a  little  later." 

Stockton,  another  Rid^e  town,  was  first  settled  in  18 10.  In  the  snmmer 
of  1809,  Jonathan  Alverson,  of  Vermont,  entered  lands  on  lot  6,  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  town,  and  it  is  said,  did  some  work  npon  it.  No  actnal  set- 
tlement was  made,  however,  until  18 10  when  Shadrack  Scofield,  David 
Waterbury  and  Henry  Walker,  settled  npon  the  old  Chautauqua  road  in  the 
southwest  part.  The  same  year  John  West,  I5ela  Todd,  and  Jose])h  Green 
commenced  clearin<^s,  and  settled  in  the  same  part  and  east  of  the  former 
settlers.  Benjamin  Miller  from  Oneida  county  was  the  pioneer  of  Bear  Creek 
valley.  He  settled  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Delanti.  He  came  in 
t8ii  with  two  ox  teams  and  one  or  two  hired  men,  and  the  day  of  his  arrival 
built  a  shanty  of  poles  and  hemlock  bou<;hs  which  sheltered  them  for  the 
ni<;ht.  Abel  P>runson  was  the  first  settler  at  South  Stockton,  Othello  Church 
at  Cassadaga,  and  Jonathan  Bu^bee  at  Centralia. 

Busti  was  also  settled  in  1810  by  John  L.  Frank  on  lot  61,  and  Uriah 
Bentley  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  Heman  Bush,  Michael  Frank,  Theron 
Plumb,  Lawrence  Frank  and  John  Frank,  were  early  settlers.  John  and 
Lawrence  Frank,  Eve  and  Mary  Frank,  wliile  residing;  in  Herkimer,  N.  Y., 
were  captured  in  the  *' Old  French  War"  by  the  rVeiicli  and  Indians  on  the 
Mohawk,  and  taken  as  prisoners  to  Canada,  where  they  were  kept  several 
years  before  they  were  ransomed.  (One  of  the  <;irls  was  so  lon^  a  captive 
that  she  had  fori^otten  her  mother  ton<;ue,  and  was  taken  from  the  Indians 
against  her  will.)  John  Frank  was  again  taken  prisoner  in  the  Revolution 
by  the  British  and  tories.  At  Oneida  lake,  the  first  night  after  his  capture, 
he  escaped,  and  by  the  aid  of  friendly  Indians  among  the  Oneidas,  safely 
reached  his  home  at  German  Flats. 

Jamestown,  although  now  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  city  in  the 
county,  was  not  settled  until  1810.  James  Prendergast  from  whom  it  derives 
its  name  was  the  first  person  to  occupy  its  site.  The  city  is  three  miles 
square,  and  contains  nine  square  miles  of  territory.  It  is  situated  on  both 
sides  of  the  outlet  to  Chautauqua  lake.  It  is  built  upon  drift-hills  and  in  the 
valleys  between  them.  The  drift-hills  are  composed  of  masses  of  debris, 
piled  up  by  glaciers,  which  once  moved  from  the  north  in  a  southerly  direc- 
tion pushing  beneath  them  the  earthy  matter,  loosened  and  gathered  mainly 
from  the  hills  to  the  northward.  As  the  glacier  moved  southward  it  filled 
up  the  channel  of  the  old  outlet  to  Chautauqua  lake,  extending  on  a  line 
north  of  the  cemetery  and  nearly- along  the  course  of  Moon's  creek  towards 
Falconer.  As  the  glacier  moved  on  south  of  this  old  channel,  it  bore  with 
it  the  mass  of  sand,  gravel  and  stones  that  compose  the  lulls  that  form  the 
site  of  the  town,  and  gradually  crowded  the  outlet  southward  until  at  the 
close  of  the  ice  period  its  course  was  where  we  find  it  now.  The  channel, 
bent  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  loop,  indicates  that  it  has  been  taken  out  of 
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its  original  course  by  the  j^lacier.  The  outlet,  running  in  this  new  channel 
through  long  epoclis  of  time,  has  steadily  worn  a  passage  through  the  drift 
down  to  the  natural  rock  beneath  it,  lowering  the  waters  of  the  lake  as  it 
deepened,  until  now  it  occupies  its  comparatively  narrow  limits. 

If  James  I'renchi-gast,  the  founder  of  Jauiestown,  had  been  seeking  a  fme 
pros])ecl  for  a  residicuce  or  a  |)]easiug  situation  for  a  city  solely,  he  certainly 
wnuld  uot  ha\-e  elioscii  this  one.  An  irregular  grou])  of  I'ouj^h  u!is\'uuuetrieal 
hills,  coN'ered  with  sombc-r  and  ragged  pines,  a  tlark  and  gloouiy  morass 
extending  between  it  and  the  lake,  where  the  voice  of  the  frog,  and  the  owl, 
and  of  the  prowling  wolf  were  nightl}'  heard,  were  neither  inviting  to  tlie 
eye  nor  pleasing  to  tlie  ear.  These  apparent  defecls  have  become  however 
circumstances  of  real  utility.  The  irregularity  of  surface  offers  facilities  for 
drainage,  contributes  to  the  health  of  the  city,  and  renders  the  situation  airy 
and  cool  in  summer,  without  increasing  its  winter  exposure.  In  process  of 
time  the  im])roving  hand  of  man  will  turn  these  heights  and  depressions  into 
account,  and  secure  artistic  efTecls.  The  ragged  ridges  will  become  slightly 
'prospecls,  the  seeming  deformities  objects  of  beaut\',  and  Jamestown  will 
become  a  unique  and  picturesque  town,  far  more  bcautiiul  and  interesting 
than  a  cit>-  on  a  plain. 

It  is  possible  that  LaSalle  visited  the  site  of  Jamestown  in  1681  or  1682. 
His  ancient  biographer  descril)es  him  as  going  westward  from  Onondaga  in 
the  spring  of  one  or  the  other  of  those  \'ears,  and  fmding  a1)out  15  da\  s  after- 
wards ''a  little  lake  six  or  seven  miles  (lines)  south  of  Lake  Ivrie,  the  mouth 
of  wliich  o])ened  to  tlie  southeastward."  DeCeloron  and  his  com])auions,  we 
learn  from  this  journal,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1749,  entered  the  outlet  from  the 
lake  ;  the  water  being  low,  in  order  to  lighten  his  canoes,  he  was  obliged  to 
send  the  greater  part  of  their  loading  three-fourths  of  a  French  league  by 
land,  so  that  the  distance  accomplished  that  day  by  water  did  not  exceed  half 
a  French  league.  He  encamped  for 'the  night  undoubtedly  within  the  north- 
western limits  of  the  city.  On  the  morning  of  the  next  day  a  council  was 
held  to  decide  what  should  be  done  in  \'iew  of  evident  signs  of  Indians  in  the 
vicinity.  Lieutenant  Joncaire  was  sent  with  some  friendly  Indians  bearing 
belts  of  wampum  to  conciliate  the  enemy,  and  DeCeloron  resumed  his  diffi- 
cult vo>  age  over  the  rapids  of  the  outlet. 

Other  evidence  exist  of  the  ])resence  of  civilized  men  in  the  region  around 
Jamestown  before  the  ad\  ent  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Holhuid  Purchase.  In 
1S22,  William  ]'>cmus,  in  atttinpting  to  dee])en  the  channel  of  the  outlet, 
diseo\  ered  a  row  of  piles,  averaging  four  inches  in  diameter,  and  from  2l„^  to 
3'..  feet  in  length,  driven  firnd\-  in  the  earth  across  the  bed  of  the  stream. 
Axe  marks  were  plainly  visible  on  each  of  the  four  sides  of  these  piles,  the 
wood  of  which  was  sound  ;  the  to[)S  were  worn  smooth,  and  did  not  a])pear, 
when  discovered,  to  reach  above  the  bed  of  the  stream. 
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James  Prenderi^^ast  was  tlic  son  of  William  Proiulcrj^ast  who  settled  on 
the  west  side  of  Chautauqua  lake  in  the  town  of  Chautauqua.  Late  in  the 
summer  of  1806,  while  explorin<;  the  forest  in  search  of  some  liorses  that  had 
strayed  from  his  father's  premises,  he  visited  the  site  of  Jamestown,  He 
remained  there  one  or  two  days  examininj^  the  locality,  encampinor  ni<;ht 
within  its  present  limits.  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  situation  and  the 
advantai^es  oficred  by  the  rapid  outlet  for  the  feedin*;of  mills,  and  he  resolved 
to  purchase  the  land  and  found  a  settlement.  It  was  not  until  several  years 
later  that  he  was  able  to  consummate  his  purpose.  He  caused  however, 
1,000  acres  of  land  to  be  purchased,  for  which  was  paid  <2,ooo  in  cash.  The 
purchase  included  land  on  each  side  of  the  outlet ;  the  steamboat  landing-  at 
Jamestown  being  near  the  center  of  the  tract. 

In  the  fall  of  1810  he  caused  John  Blowers,  who  was  in  his  employ,  to 
build  a  log  house  to  be  occupied  by  Blowers  and  his  family.  The  house  was 
completed,  and  Blowers  moved  into  it  before  Christmas  of  that  year.  This 
was  the  first  building  erected  in  Jamestown,  and  Blowers  became  its  first 
inhabitant  late  in  18 10. 

In  the  spring  of  181 1  a  large  i  K  story  log  house  was  erected  upon  the 
border  of  the  outlet  within  the  city  limits,  for  Mr.  Prendergast  and  his  family. 
That  year  a  dam  was  built  by  Prendergast  across  the  outlet,  a  gristmill  was 
commenced,  and  a  sawmill  completed,  but  it  did  not  commence  operations 
until  about  the  first  of  February,  181 2. 

At  the  court  of  sessions  held  in  June,  181 2,  an  indictment  was  found 
against  Mr.  Prendergast  for  overflowing  lands  adjacent  to  Chautauqua  lake 
by  the  erection  of  his  dam  ;  the  indictment  was  pressed  to  trial,  and  he  was 
fined  $15,  notwithstanding  he  had  removed  his  dam.  Besides  being  obliged 
to  remove  his  dam  and  pay  damages  occasioned  b\'  the  overtlowing  of  lands 
and  the  expense  occasioned  by  the  relniilding  of  the  dam  and  mills,  he  lost 
his  house  and  the  most  of  its  valuable  contents  by  fire.  The  next  year  he 
erected  another  house  into  which  he  and  Captain  Forbes  moved  their  families 
in  December,  181 2.  These  families,  and  that  of  P>lowers  were  the  only  resi- 
dents, and  the  house  last  mentioned,  and  that  built  by  Blowers  in  1810,  were 
the  only  houses  at  the  close  of  the  year  181 2  in  Jamestown. 

In  1813  Blowers  opened  the  first  tavern  in  Jamestown,  vhich  lie  kei)t  in 
his  loghouse.  Mr.  Prendergast  purchased  about  550  acres  more  of  land  in 
Jamestown,  and  completed  a  sawmill,  consisting  of  two  single  saws  and  a 
gang  of  sixteen  saws.  The  first  bridge  over  the  outlet  was  commenced  in 
1 81 3,  and  completed  in  1814.  During  the  last  war  with  England  but  little 
improvement  was  made  at  The  Rapids,''  as  it  was  then  called,  but  in  1814 
several  families  besides  those  above  mentioned  were  residing  in  Jamestown, 
and  a  considerable  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected.  The  gristmill 
was  finished  this  year.    Mr.  Prendergast,  liowever,  was  the  owner  of  all  the 
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real  estate  at  the  Rapids,  wliich  the  assessors  Yalned  at  $2,976.  His  tax  for 
that  year  was  ^vS.^S. 

Ill  iSi5  ju<li^e  I'leiiderj^ast  ereOled  an  acadeinic  buildiiio;-  of  two  stories 
on  tlie  west  side  of  .Main  street  near  Fifth.  That  year  a  larj^e  tavern  was 
also  erc-eled  in  Jamestown,  at  the  sontlieast  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets, 
whicli  was  afterwaids  owned  and  ke])t  for  many  years  ])y  Ivlisha  Allen,  the 
fatlier  of  Colonel  A.  V.  Allen;  other  buildings  were  ere^led  that  year,  and 
some  new  residents  eame  in,  ani<mi^^them  Dr.  Laban  Ha/eltine  and  Dr.  I^lial  T. 
I'oote,  both  of  whom  were  afterw  ards  ]>r(jminent  pliN  sicians  and  distinj^nished 
citizens  of  Jamestown,  and  also  Abner  Hazeltiiie,  who  became  an  eminent 
lawyer  and  innch-resj)ecled  citizen  of  the  comity.  The  Chantanqna  Maiin- 
fae^nrin_f];-  Company  was  incorporated  this  year,  with  Jnd<j;e  Prender^ast  as 
its  ai^eiit  and  executive  oflicer.  The  \illage  now  be<;an  to  be  called  James- 
town in  honor  of  its  founder,  Jnd*;e  James  Preiider<^ast,  althonj^h  the  titles  of 
"  Kllicott's    and    The  Rapids    were  sometimes  nsed. 

With  the  close  of  iSio  the  last  of  the  three  most  important  centers  of  tlie 
'county  were  settled — W'estfield,  iM'edonia  and  Jamestown.  Dunkirk  took 
rank  as  an  important  ])laee  of  the  count)'  man\-  \ears  later.  The  population, 
wealth  and  intluenee  that  the  three  first-named  towns  have  held  until  the 
]>resent  time  \iudicate  the  Ibresi^^ht  and  j^ood  jud,L;inent  of  their  founders. 
The  ])!().L;ress  of  J ;)  uk->1<  >wn  i>  not  due  wholls'  to  the  eutt-iprise  of  its  eit  i/.ens. 
Its  iMowlh  has  been  a  natural  mie,  the  lo;^ical  result  of  the  ad\anta^es  of  its 
situation.  Judi^e  James  Prendei\L;ast,  Col.  James  McMahan  and  Jud^e  Zattn 
Cushiu!^,  three  leailiu:;^  'pioneers  of  these  dilfereiit  and  distinct  ])arts  of  the 
conntN ,  besides  ha\  in_L;  broader  and  more  C(<mprehensi\'e  views  .as  to  the  direc- 
tion in  which  the  de\'elopment  of  the  count)'  would  tend,  were  possessed  also 
of  more  means  than  most  of  the  earl)'  settlers,  and  could  therefore  })roceed 
with  more  deliberation  and  care  in  choosinj^-  the  spot  at  which  to  stake  their 
fortunes.  Ccd.  McMahan  was  a  surve)'or  (piite  familiar  with  this  western 
wilderness.  He  had  tra\ersed  the  count)'  from  its  southern  limits  to  Lake 
Ivrie  as  earl)'  as  1793  with  a  \  iew  to  a  location,  and  finally  chose  the  beauti- 
ful farmin<^  lands  adjacent  to  Westfield  as  j)resentin<^  the  most  favorable  })ros- 
]K-ct.  Undoubtedly  vi>ions  of  commerce  upon  the  oreat  lake  not  far  from 
the  scene  (,>f  his  venture  iniluenced  him  in  his  choice.  Judi^e  Cushin<^  also 
])assed  throu!.;h  the  ct)unt)'  in  i7<;Sor  1799  on  his  wa)'  to  Presque  Isle  to 
su])erintend  the  buildinj^-  of  the  shi|>  "  (lood  Intent,'' and  attain  on  his  return 
east.  He  selected  his  Imiue  on  the  Cau;idawa)',  in  the  fine  lands  around  Imx-- 
donia,  as  offering;  the  j^reale.-^t  pi'omise  t()  one  who  would  choose  a  home  on 
the  tVoiilier.  He  was  iu>  doul>l  iniluenced  in  his  clioice  b)'  similar  considera- 
tions lo  those  that  ^o\erned  Col.  McMahan.  Judj^e  Prenderj^ast,  who  as 
early  as  1794  or  1795  'ra\eled  exteiisivel)'  in  the  southwest,  havinj^  visited 
the  Spanish  counir)-  c>f  iK)rthcrn  Louisiana,  and  a^^ain  in   1S05  jouriie)ed 
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t]irou<;]i  Pennsylvania  to  Tennessee,  with  a  view  to  settlement  in  that  state, 
had  at  last  explored  the  re^^ion  aronnd  Chautanqna  lake  and  alonj^  the  Con- 
ewan.i4;o,  saw  in  the  niaj^nificent  forests  of  sonthern  Chantancjna  a  sonree  of 
wealth.  He  saw  also  a  ])ros]>ect  of  its  immediate  realization  in  the  Allej^any 
and  its  tribntaries,  whieh  offered  the  facilities  for  the  trans]M)rtation  of  the 
Inmber  mannfactnred  at  their  sonrccs  to  the  <;reat  market,  which  he  per- 
ccive^  was  destined  to  (;row  np  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

He  nndonbtedly  was  also  inflnenced  in  his  choice  of  a  location  by  the 
facilities  for  mannfactnrin^  offered  by  the  excellent  water  power  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  which  seemed  then  even  better  than  now.  For  the  forests,  which 
then  covered  all  the  re^i^ion  that  snpplied  the  lake  with  water,  shielded  the 
snrface  from  evaporation,  rendering;  the  dischar^^e  more  copious  and  constant 
than  in  late  years.  The  resnlt  of  his  venture  justified  his  choice.  Lumber- 
ing; was  in  early  years  the  leading-  industry  of  Jamestown,  as  it  was  of  all  the 
.southeastern  ]^art  of  the  county.  Although  the  ])rices  obtained  were  exceed- 
ingly small  for  the  excellent  quality  of  j)ine  which  was  rafted  from  this 
region  down  the  rivers,  for  much  of  it  brought  "  not  more  than  it  cost  to  cut 
the  logs,  manufacture  the  lumber,  and  run  it  to  market,''  yet  it  brought  all  the 
cash  that  came  lo  the  settlers.  The  only  reS(Miree  of  most  of  the  pioneers  in 
other  parts  of  the  count)'  for  many  \  ears  was  from  the  sale  of  blacksalls, 
made  from  ashes  gathered  in  the  fallow  where  the  timber  was  burned.  It 
was  the  onl\-  product  in  man\'  of  the  towns  that  could  l.)e  sold  tor  cash,  (jr 
e\en  exchanged  for  goods  and  groceries.  Lumbering  then,  as  grape  culture 
now,  was  what  brought  mone\-  to  the  county.  It  earl\'  called  attention  to 
Jamestown,  .and  established  the  foundations  for  its  ])ros])erit\'.  As  the  de\'el- 
o])ment  of  its  other  manufacturing  industries  which  ha\e  been  the  chief 
cause  of  the  later  growth  and  jiresent  im])ortance  of  Jamestown,  came  after 
the  pine  forests  had  been  swept  away,  its  history  does  not  belong  to  the 
pioneer  period,  but  to  that  of  later  )ears.  No  attenij^t  therefore  will  be 
made  in  the  limited  space  allotted  to  this  general  sketch  to  trace  the  progress 
of  these  industries  from  the  time  the  first  tannery  was  started,  and  the  little 
wool  carding  machine  erected  in  1*^15,  down  to  the  extensive  alpaca  mills  of 
the  ])resent  time. 

The  elTecl  of  the  extensive  manufact.ui  ing  interots  to  promote  the  growth 
of  Jamestown  may  be  briefly  sliowii  l)y  a  few  comprehensive  statistics.  March 
6,  1S27,  Jamestown  was  incorporated  as  a  village,  being||the  first  village 
incorporated  in  the  county.  The  steamer  Chautaucpia  was  built  at  James- 
town, and  was  the  first  steamboat  launched  ui)on  the  lake.  vShe  made  her 
trial  trip  July  4,  1828.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  substantial  navigation 
of  the  lake. 

The  population  of  Jamestown  by  the  census  of  1840  was  1212  ;  30  years 
later,  1870,  it  has  increased  to  5,337,  in  1880  it  was  9,357,  and  in  1890,  16,038, 
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iiiaintaiiiiiifi^  about  the  same  rate  of  increase  during  tlie  last  ten  years  as  in 
the  previous  decade.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1886.  It  has  now 
electric  street  cars,  and  lij^hts ;  gas  and  water-works,  and  all  things  belong- 
ing to  a  modern  city. 

When  only  the  first  rude  log  house  had  been  erected  by  Blowers  at  James- 
town in  1 810,  there  had  been  built  at  the  Cross  Roads  or  Westfield,  two  tav- 
ern^, two  stores,  one  at  the  liouse  of  James  McMahan,  two  shoe  shop^,  two 
cooper  sliops,  one  blacksmith  sliop  and  one  ashery  and  many  dwellings.  A 
new  bridge  had  been  constructed  over  the  Chautaucjua  creek,  20  feet  high  ; 
a  sawmill  was  in  operation  near  it,  and  another  was  being  built. 

The  first  enumeration  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  was  nuide  in  1810, 
under  the  authorit)'  of  the  United  States.  The  popuhation  was  found  to  be 
2,381,  including  303  electors  qualified  by  law  to  vote  for  senator.  1,039 
the  inhabitants  including  90  electors  were  residents  of  the  town  of  Chautau- 
qua and  1,342  inhabitants,  including  213  senatorial  electors  resided  in  the 
town  of  Pomfret.  By  this  census  it  will  be  seen  that  the  town  of  Pomfret 
(as  then  constituted  substantially  indentical  with  the  eastern  assembly  dis- 
trict of  the  county  as  it  has  long  existed,)  contained  a  greater  number  of 
inhabitants  than  Chautaucpia*  which  was  identical  witli  the  western  district. 
This  superiorit)-  of  ]X)pu]ation  lias  since  been  maintained  b\'  the  eastern 
assembly  district,  notwithstanding  its  territorial  limits  are  much  less  than 
tlie  western.  It  seems  that  there  was  relatively  a  mucli  greater  number  of 
freeholders  ])<)ssese(l  of  an  estate  of  $250  or  over  in  Pomfret  than  in  Chautau- 
(|ua,  as  indicated  !)>■  the  number  of  senatorial  electors  in  each  of  tliose  towns. 
I>y  the  same  census,  the  adjacent  county  of  Niagara,  which  included  the 
present  counties  of  lu'ie  and  Niagara,  contained  a  [opuhition  of  ^>,i32  and 
Cattaraugus  but  458,  compared  with  these  counties  and  other  parts  of  the 
Holland  Purchase,  the  settlement  of  Chautauqua,  although  it  then  contained 
a  |)()pulation  much  less  than  that  of  the  present  town  of  Chautauqua,  had 
been  as  rapid  as  an\-. 

Its  population  had  so  increased  that  it  was  found  at  the  meeting  of  the 
board  of  superv'isors  of  Niagara  county  held  in  the  fall  of  1810  by  an  exam- 
ination of  the  assessinent  rolls  of  Chautauqua  that  it  contained  500  taxable 
inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  for  member  of  assembly,  and  therel^y  became 
entitled  to  be  full\'  organized  as  a  county  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
heretofore  mentioned.  Philo  Orton  and  Matthew  Prendergast,  suj)ervis()rs 
of  Pomfret  and  Chautauqua  represented  those  towns  at  this  meeting  of  the 
board  of  superx  isors  which  was  the  last  in  which  the  supervisors  from  this 
count)'  ])articipated.  Anticipating  the  complete  organization  of  the  county 
with  autliorit)-  to  register  deeds,  which  had  up  to  this  time  b-'cn  recorded  in 
the  clerk's  otlice  at  Batavia,  and  also  to  make  searclies,  the  Holland  Land 
Company  during  the  summer  of  1810,  caused  a  land  office  to  be  built  in 
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Mayville.  It  was  opened  on  December  3,  1810,  in  cliar<;e  of  Mr.  Peacock^, 
tlie  company's  a^^-ent.  On  December  8,  1 810,  Peacock  wrote  to  Joseph  Klli- 
cott  tliat  '*  tlie  clay  on  which  tlie  ofllce  was  for  tlie  first  time  oi)enecl  to  tran- 
sacfl  bnsincss,  tliat  the  people  thron<;ed  there  for  abont  three  days  succes- 
sively, as  if  there  was  somethin<^  wonderful  to  be  seen  and  heard.'' 

Mr.  Peacock  was  born  PVb.  22,  1780.  He  was  early  en<^a<;ed  as  a  sur- 
veyor for  Joseph  Ellicott,  a^^ent  of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He  surveyed 
a  tradl  of  40,000  acres  on  the  Genesee  river,  the  site  of  the  present  city  of 
P)Ufralo,  also  of  Mayville,  lillicottville  and  other  places.  He  was  a<;ent  for 
the  Holland  Land  Company  at  Mayville  from  1810  to  1836.  .  He  married 
Alice  Evans,  a  niece  of  Joseph  Ellicott.  He  was  an  early  associate  judge  of 
Chautauqua  county. 


CHAPTER  XXHI. 
or(;anizatiox  of  tiif  county. 

"  All  hail  our  early  settlers!  though  with  storm 
'  Their  sky  of  hein^jj  was  obscured  and  black, 

And  Peril,  in  his  most  ai)pallin.u:;  form, 
()l)liosed  their  rug<;ed  march,  and  warne<l  them  back  ; 
They  faltered  not,  nor  fainted  in  the  track 
Tliat  led  to  em})ire  ;  but  with  ])atience  bore 
Cold,  parcliiii^  thirst,  and  fever's  dread  attack  ; 
AVliile  ancient  twilight,  to' return  no  more, 
From  far  Otsej^o  fled  to  F^rie's  rock-bound  shore." 

— I/osiiur. 

T\lll  facls  which  entitled  Chautauqua  to  be  or<;anizcd  as  a  separate 
count)'  havin;^  been  duly  certified,  Ciovcrnor  Tompkins  and  the  coun- 
cil of  a])p()inlment  P\'l)ruary  9,  181 1 ,  appointed  the  recjuisile  county 
officers  and  Ch.iutau(iua  became  fully  established  as  an  in(lei)endent  and  sep- 
arate county.  Zattu  Cushing  was  appointed  first  jud^e,  Matthew  Prender- 
gast,  Philo  Orton,  Jonathan  Thompson,  William  Alexander,  associate  judges  ; 
Henry  Abcll,  William  Gould,  John  Dexter,  Abiram  Orton,  assistant  justices  ; 
Jeremiah  Potter,  John  Silsbee,  Abijah  Bennett,  Asa  vSpear,  Justus  Hinuian, 
Benjamin  Barrett,  David  Pratt  and  Selah  Pickett,  justices  of  the  peace  ;  John 
E.  ^Larshall  clerk  ;  David  Eason  sheriff;  Squire  White  surrogate  ;  David  G. 
Gould  and  Philo  Hopson  coroners. 

Nearly  the  first  officer  designated  to  administer  the  government  of  the 
county  upon  its  first  organization,  as  appears  by  these  names,  was  Matthew 
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Prcndergast.  He  was  tlie  eldest  son  of  William  Prendergast,  Sr.  Matthew 
was  born  in  1756,  and,  when  his  father  was  pardoned  by  the  king,  was  about 
ten  years  of  age.  Tliese  circumstances  occurring  at  his  early  age  undoubtedly 
made  a  strong  impression  upon  his  y  outhful  mind,  and  naturally  axcited  his 
s\'mpathies  in  fa\'or  of  King  (icorge,  who  had  favored  his  father  in  so  momen- 
tous an  affair.  When  the  controversy  between  the  King  and  the  American 
people  had  come  to  an  issue  10  years  later,  he  was  so  strongly  inclined 
towards  the  royal  cause  that  he  joined  Abraham  Cuyler's  celebrated  regiment 
of  Royal  Refugees.  Colonel  Cuyler  before  the  Revolution  was  mayor  of 
Albanv.  After  the  war  was  commenced  he  was  confined  at  Hartford  as  a 
loyalist.  Being  released  and  having  taken  up  arms  for  the  king,  he  was 
attainted  and  his  property  confiscated.  After  the  war  he  returned  from 
England  and  resided  in  Al])any  for  a  while,  but  his  course  during  the  Revo- 
lution made  his  situation  so  uncomfortable  that  he  removed  to  Canada, 
where  he  died  in  1810.  He  was  probably  influenced  in  his  course  by  his  son 
Cornelius,  a  British  officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  w^ar  and  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  general  in  the  British  army. 

Matthew  Prendergast  joined  Cuyler's  regiment  in  1779  and  was  made  an 
officer.  While  lieutenant  he  performed  an  exploit  of  which  this  account  is 
taken  from  R()])ei  tson\s  AViv// . /w^'v/r^/;/  (fdcc/tc^  a  loyalist  paper  published 
in  New  Vo^k  in  1780:  ''New  York,  Oct.  iith,  Monday  last,  were  i)rought 
to  town,  by  Capt.  Luke  of  the  Royal  Refugees,  and  safely  lodged  in  Prov()st, 
the  following  rebel  gentry,  viz  :  Major  Brush,  Capt.  Cornelius  Conklin, 
Ca])tain  Rogers,  and  Lieutenant  Farley,  all  notorious  offenders  long  practised 
in  coming  from  the  Xew  I^ngland  shore  to  murder  and  phinder  the  King's  loyal 
subjects,  on  Long  Island.  They  were  taken  last  Saturday  ]>y  Lieutenant 
Prendergast,  and  a  jxirty  of  Colonel  Cuyler's  refugees  at  Smithtown,  with 
tlieir  whaleboat,  ;nul  considerable  booty.''  The  following  American  account 
of  this  afiair  taken  is  from  (  )n(lerd()nk's  Revolutionary  incidents  of  Suffolk 
and  King's  county." 

It  was  a  dark  moonless  midnight  in  Sept.  '80  that  Major  Brush,  a  small 
well-lMiilt  man,  with  red  hair,  sandy  complexion,  and  a  bright  eye,  strong  as 
Hercules,  and  bold  as  a  lion,  two  brothers  Conklins  from  \^irginia,  Captain 
Rogers,  a  hard)'  old  fellow,  wluxse  farm  had  been  ravaged  by  Cornwallis's 
army,  Lieutenant  Ketcham,  a  polished  gentlemen  and  a  brave  officer,  Tim 
Williams,  at  the  close  of  the  war  a  merchant  at  Huntington,  where  he  died  in 
181 1,  a  noble  generous  fellow,  full  of  vivacity  and  humor,  and  Abraham 
Leggett  landed  from  a  whaleboat  on  a  beach  near  Smithtown.  Al)raham 
Leggett  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  New  York  City,  and  father  of  Wm.  Lej^- 
gett  editor  of  New  York  Evc)ii)io^  Post,  1 834-1 835.  The  boat  was  hauled  up 
in  a  cove  and  carefully  co\'ered  with  branches  of  trees,  seaweed,  etc.,  so  as  to 
])revent  its  ])eing  noticed.  Then  they  proceeded  to  a  house,  tlie  owner  of 
wliicli  was  a  True  Blue,  who  had  been  apprised  that  Major  J'rnsli  was  about 
to  be  despatched  on  a  secret  mission  by  Governor  Clinton  to  raise  a  loan  of 
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specie  on  Loni;  Island.  lH)r  tliree  weeks  the\'  passed  to  and  fro  in  varions 
dis<;nises,  jj^enerally  elK)()sin|L^  the  ni<;lit  for  tlieir  })ere<;rinations,  sometimes 
ventnrini^  ont  b\'  ])road  dayli<;lit  with  assnmed  names  and  some  ])retended 
bnsiness,  wliicli  they  wonld  pursne  witli  a  i^reat  deal  of  secmin^^  earnestness. 
After  they  left  Loni;-  Island,  stress  of  weather  forced  them  back  to  North 
Swamp  when  they  hanled  np  their  boat,  capsized  it,  and  crawled  under  it  for 
shelter.  In  the  afternoon  it  cleared  np  and  they  came  out,  when  the\'  were 
surj)rised  by  a  shout  from  a  nei<;^hborinf^  hei«;ht,  "  there  the)' are,  the  damned 
Rebels,'"  and  a  volley  of  musketry  followed,  which  laid  two  dead  on  the  sand. 
Leo;<;ett  and  Williams  escaped  in  a  swamp,  and  recrossed  in  the  nijL^dit  to 
Connecticut  in  a  larj^e  whaleboat  which  General  Washini;ton  kept  cruising 
in  the  Sound,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Ikewster." 

An  address  by  the  officers  of  the  Loyal  Refu^^ees  \\)lunteers  to  Col.  Cuyler 
previous  to  his  departure  for  En<^land  just  l)efore  the  close  of  the  war,  in 
which  they  thanked  him  for  his  kind  endeavors  to  alleviate  their  disagreea- 
ble situation,  and  begged  him  to  assure  his  Majesty  of  their  loyal  attachment, 
is  signed  by  Matthew  Prendergast  among  others. 

After  the  Revolution,  Mr.  Prendergast  for  some  years  resided  in  Xova 
Scotia,  wdiere  he  owned  a  large  tracfl  of  land.  In  iSo^  he  came  to  Chautau- 
qua county,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  He  was  appointed 
a  justice  of  the  peace  in  i8oS.  He  served  in  1810  and  iSii  as  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Chautauqua,  and  was  finally  appointed  associate  judge  in  which 
position  he  served  many  years.  He  as  such  verified  the  j^etitions  of  many 
Revolutionary  soldiers  for  pensions,  and,  curiously  enough,  we  see  him  pre- 
siding at  a  Re]ni])lican  meeting,  held  at  John  vScott's  tavern  in  181  2,  expressly 
called  to  sustain  the  war  against  Ivngland,  whilst  other  citizens  ("f  the  county, 
who  had  been  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  were  at  the  same  time  par- 
ticipating in  meetings  held  in  opposition  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Prendergast  was  a  man  of  integrity  and  sound  judgement,  a  good  offi- 
cer, and  filled  all  public  positions  with  credit  to  himself  and  beneficially  for 
the  public.  Surely  we  at  this  late  day  have  no  right  to  criticise  the  course 
of  Mr.  Prendergast,  so  long  as  his  coiitein]X)raries,  the  most  of  whom  were 
staunch  Whigs  during  the  struggle  for  independence,  many  of  them  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution,  chose  to  bestow  public  honors  n\Hn\  him.  The  highest 
possible  tribute  was  paid  to  his  personal  charadler  b\  his  townsmen  in  elecfl- 
ing  him  to  important  official  positions  in  the  face  of  his  Revolutionary  record. 
He  died  in  1838  at  his  pioneer  residence.  Through  his  life  he  retained  his 
Revolutionary  costume,  and  wore  long  hair  tied  in  a  queue  with  a  leather 
string.  I 

The  mild  winter  of  1810  and  1811  gave  a  favorable  impression  of  the 
country  to  the  people  visiting  the  county  with  a  view  to  settlement.  Cattle 
could  almost  subsist  upon  browse  alone  during  the  winter,  and  the  woods 
were  green  with  leeks  early  in  March.    The  complete  organization  of  Chau- 
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tauqiia  as  a  separate  county,  and  the  opening  of  the  land  office  at  Mayville, 
were  also  anspicious  events.  The  beginning-  of  the  year  1811  was  long 
remembered  as  marking  the  period  when  the  connty  emerged  from  its  wilder- 
ness condition  to  that  of  an  organized  comnuinity,  and  the  settlers  who  came 
here  in  1810  and  dnring  preceding  years,  like  the  forty-niners  of  California 
were  regarded  with  a  mcasnre  of  |)ioneer  respec^l;  not  awarded  to  those  who 
came  later. 

The  earliest  inhabitants  were  frontiersmen  accnstomed  to  ronghing  it  in 
the  wilderness,  often  more  skilled  in  the  nse  of  the  axe  and  the  rifle  than  the 
implements  for  cultivating  the  soil,  and  perhaps  better  fitted  for  a  life  in  a 
border  country  than  in  a  thickly  settled  community.  Tliey  came  however 
from  eastern  New  York,  Penns^dvania  and  the  New  Kngland  states,  and 
highly  valued  the  advantages  possessed  by  older  counties.  They  regarded 
their  residence  in  log  cabins  as  but  a  temporary  inconvenience.  They 
believed  that  a  tide  of  emigration  would  soon  bring  them  neighbors,  that 
highway's  of  travel  would  bring  to  them  conveniences  of  the  East,  and  that 
through  their  industry  they  would  secure  farms  and  acquire  a  competence. 
Ten  years  had  elapsed  si'nce  settlement  had  commenced.  In  tliat  time 
thoroughfares  <jf  trawl  b\'  land  or  water  had  been  made  to  lead  into  tlie 
county,  and  the\-  still  were  shut  out  by  the  forests  from  the  populated  ])arts 
of  the  couutrw  The\'  practically  had  no  \'oice  in  the  government  of  the 
state  ;  a  sense  of  solitude  oppressed  them,  which  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
remov  ed  by  being  granted  the  ])olitical  importance  that  pertains  to  a  county, 
and  allowed  to  a  certain  extent  to  administer  their  local  alTa-rs.  I^y  the 
inxor[)oratiou  of  the  county  their  enter{-)rise  was  awakened,  and  the\-  began 
to  dex'ise  first  moderate  schemes  for  promoting  their  interests.  The  opening 
of  the  Kanawha  saltworks  in  \'irginia,  which  aj->peared  destined  to  su])])ly 
th.e  southern  market  witli  that  article,  did  not  destro\'  all  hopes  that  large 
cpiautities  of  (  )nondaga  salt  would  still  be  transported  through  Chautauqua 
count\-  to  l*itts])uri;h  and  other  southern  markets,  A  survey  of  the  harbor 
at  IJareelona  was  contemplated,  and  a  \'essel  was  built  there  that  would 
transport  salt  and  other  merchandise  from  the  foot  of  the  lake  to  that  ])lace. 
The  price  of  transporting  salt  iVom  Portland  to  Ma>  ville  was  then  75  cents 
a  barrel.  The  incorporation  of  a  turnpike  that  would  so  impro\'e  the  road 
between  these  two  places  as  to  reduce  transportation  to  25  cents  a  barrel  was 
was  also  a(l\-ise<l.  The  remainder  of  the  wa\'  to  Pittsburgh  the  salt  was  car- 
ri';d  in  Durham  or  light  keel-boats.  300  barrels  of  salt  about  ;\ugust  i,  iSii 
was  awaiting  transportation  at  Portland  (Harcelon.a.)  None  had  1)een  carried 
over  the  route  between  h>ie  and  Waterford  that  season.  vSalt  at  Pittsburgh 
was  worth  S7  or  ^^7.50  per  barrel,  and  it  was  believed  that  it  would  not  go 
below  that  price  notwithstanding  the  opening  of  the  Kanawha  saltworks. 

In  April,  iSii,  Matthew  Prendergast  was  re-elected  supervisor  of  Chan- 
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tauqna  and  Philo  Ortoii  of  Pomfret.  Tlicy  desi<^natecl  the  lo^  tavern  of  Cap- 
tain Jolui  vScott  in  Mayville  as  the  place  for  the  nieetin^:;;  of  tlie  l)oard  of 
sni)er\  isors,  and  also  as  the  place  where  the  courts  were  to  be  held  until  a 
court  house  could  be  built.  Captain  Scott  proceeded  with  dispatch  to  build 
an  addition  to  his  log  tavern.  He  caused  the  necessary  lumber  to  be  sawed 
at  Reuben  Slayton's  sawmill  in  the  present  villai;e  of  Ashville,  and  floated 
down  Goose  creek,  and  up  Chautauqua  lake  to  Mayville.  PVoni  this  greeu 
lumber  he  built  a  two-story  plank  framed  house  in  front  of  his  tavern.  This 
buil(lin<^  later  was  for  many  years  used  as  a  printiniLj;  office  by  Hon.  Bemau 
Brockway  and  by  John  F.  Phelps  pul)lishers  of  the  Mayville  .S"d7/////^'/.  In  the 
lower  story,  before  it  was  completed,  the  first  court  of  record  was  held  in  the 
county.  At  the  same  time  the  upper  room  was  used  as  a  lod^^inj^  place  for 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  court  and  the  bar. 

The  court  of  common  i)leas  commenced  its  first  session  June  25,  181 1, 
Zattu  Cushin<;,  first  jud<^e,  presidinj^i^,  Jonathan  Thompson  and  William  Alex- 
ander associated  with  him  and  Henry  Ai)cll  and  John  Dexter  as  assistant 
justices.  John  1^.  Marshall  was  the  clerk.  The  court  continued  four  days, 
the  last  two  of  which  it  was  enj^aged  in  desij^natiiii;  and  surveyinj^"  the  jail 
liberties  of  the  county.  John  Patterson  was  the  surveyor.  The  other 
business  transacted  was  choosing-  a  device  for  a  seal  for  the  court  (which  was 
an  eagle  surrounded  by  the  words  "  Chautauqua  Common  Pleas,'')  granting 
a  license  to  Thomas  Pjemus  to  keep  a  ferry  over  Chautauqua  lake  at  the 
place  called  the  Narrows,"  adopting  the  rules  of  the  court  and  admitting 
attorneys  to  practice.  Anselm  Potter  and  Dennis  Brackett  of  Chautauqua 
county  were  present  at  this  court,  and  were  admitted. 

Anselm  Potter  was  the  first  lawyer  to  settle  in  the  county.  He  was  born 
at  Plymouth,  Conn.,  in  1786,  entered  Yale  college  at  17,  but  did  not  complete 
his  college  course.  Studying  law  at  New  Haven,  he  completed  his  studies 
at  Litchfield  in  the  law  school  of  Judge  Reeve.  He  established  himself  in 
Mayville  in  1810,  and  resided  there  until  his  death. 

Dennis  Brackett  was  the  next  lawyer  who  came  to  the  county.  He 
resided  in  Mayville  in  1810.  William  Peacock  wrote  to  Joseph  Ellicott, 
January  i,  181 1,  that  Brackett  built  a  small  office  nigh  Mrs.  Prendergast. 
A  dead  tree  fell  and  dashed  it  to  pieces."  To  such  hazards  was  the  profes- 
sion exposed  in  early  days.  A  more  serious  calamity  befell  Brackett  a  few 
years  later  at  the  battle  of  Buffalo,  where  he  lost  his  life  by  the  tomahawk  of 
the  Indian. 

Jacob  Houghton,  A.  M.,  was  the  third  lawyer  to  settle  in  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Bolton,  Mass.,  in  1777,  studied  Latin  and  Greek  under  a  private 
tutor,  and  law  three  years  in  Troy,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the 
courtji  of  the  state.  In  June  181 1  he  was  present  at  the  first  term  of  the  court, 
and  the  same  year  moved  his  family  to  Chautauqua.    He  resided  in  Fredonia 
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from  1812  until  his  decease  in  1861.  He  was  a  leadinjj^  lawyer  of  the  county 
in  early  years.  His  son  Dou^i^las  Houj^-hton,  a  well-known  citizen  of  the 
west,  state  ^eolo^ist  of  Micliis^an,  was  drowned  in  Lake  Superior  in  1845. 

Daniel  G.  Garnsey  and  Casper  Rouse  were  also  present  and  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  tliis  term  of  court,  and  afterwards  became  residents  of  the  county. 
Rouse  was  the  son  of  J udi^'^e  Jonathan  Rouse  of  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  county. 
He  died  in  181 2  or  1813.  He  was  a  worthy  and  respectable  man.  Garnsey 
w'as  subsequently  prominent,  filled  the  office  of  surrogate,  was  chosen  the 
first  district  attorney  and  served  two  terms  as  member  of  congress. 

The  f  rst  trial  that  occurred  in  the  county  court,  as  the  record  shows, 
took  place  at  the  November  term,  held  that  year  at  Scott's  inn,  and  was  an 
aclion  in  which  Charles  Forsythe  was  plaintiff  and  William  Spear  defendant. 
The  plaintiff's  attorney  was  Dennis  P^rackett.  The  result  of  the  action  was 
a  verdicl  against  the  defendant  for  $30.  Among  the  first  cases  that  appear 
on  the  records  of  the  court,  were  a  number  that  grew  out  of  a  desperate  fight 
wliicli  occurivd  in  (icorge  dowry's  old  bar  room  in  Mayville  in  September, 
1810.  Captain  Dunn  of  Portland  had  some  time  before  been,  brutally  mal- 
treated l)y  a  Penns\'lvania  l^oatman  named  Valeiuine,  and  a  bitter  feud 
existed  bctwcvii  sonic  '>f  llic  inhabitants  and  the  boatmen  engaged  in  the 
transportation  <.)f  salt  iVom  Ma\  \'ille  over  Chautauqua  lake,  resulting  in  this 
barroom  fight.  The  boatmen  were  a  rude  lot,  fond  of  rough  pla\'  and  hard 
knocks.  A  large  portion  of  the  early  settlers  were  athletic  men.  Those 
gathered  on  this  occasion,  besides  being  strong  and  sinewy,  were  rather  bois- 
terous sons  of  the  backwoods.  The  fight  was  long,  and  was  participated  in 
b)'  8  or  10  upon  a  side.  Among  the  boatmen  was  one  who  was  afterwards 
mayor  of  Pittsburgh.  vSeveral  on  both  sides  were  badly  injured,  but  the 
Chautauqua  county  i)art\-  seemetl  to  have  had  the  best  of  the  affair.  In  the 
afTra\-  Patrick  Jack,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Penns)-lvania,  had  a  hand-to- 
hand  encounter  with  Josepli  Aiken,  afterwards  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  ]{lli- 
cott,  in  wiiich  Jack  was  badly  ])unishe(l.  Among  the  cases  that  grew  out  of 
this  allair  was  one  by  Jack  as  ])laintiir  against  Aiken  as  defendant  in  which 
S"^' '  daiiia'j,es  was  awvit  ded  to  Jack.  The  elfecl:  of  the  fight  was  to  restore 
harmony  hrtwecti  the  itoainicn  and  the  ChautaiKpians. 

M'he  first  !He<.tiiiL;  ol' the  1)oartl  of  snper\  isors  of  Cliantaiuiua  county  was 
also  IkM  at  Captain  Scott's  lioiise  on  the  third  Tuesda)-  of  (>c\ober,  iSii. 
Orton  an<l  Prendergast  constituted  the  board  at  this  meeting.  They 
a|>])(>inte(l  Chat  les  P..  Rouse  their  clerk,  and  William  Peacock  treasurer  of 
the  countw  The\-  \-oted  to  raise  ij^i,500,  as  required  by  the  acl  of  1S08 
organizing  the  count)',  to  erect  a  courthouse  and  jail,  and  contracted  with 
Winsor  I>righam  of  Mayville  to  build  the  same  upon  the  site  designated  b\' 
the  'Marge  hemlock  post"  erected  in  1S08.  To  pay  the  various  town  and 
count\-  expen.ses  they  assessed  against  Pom  fret  S5S3.S6,  against  Cliautau([ua 
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$317,315^  and  against  tlie  county  $1,586,873/2  (including  tlie  courthouse  and 
jail.)  No  charge  appeared  against  the  county  in  favor  of  its  sheriff  David 
Eason. 

Having  acquired  the  political  rights  of  a  county,  the  people  were  justly 
elated.  Emigration  from  the  East  had  been  pressing  by  it  towards  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  where  more  valuable  lands  were  sold  at  a  less  price  for  cash. 
Those  who  had  ready  means  were  seeking  more  attractive  homes  among  the 
fertile  prairies  and  flowery  openings  of  Ohio  and  the  West,  and  Chautau- 
qua ceased  to  lie  in  the  extreme  western  verge  of  settlement.  The  political 
importance  given  to  the  locality  now  led  the  people  to  expect  that  it  would 
stay  at  least  a  portion  of  the  westward  emigration,  and  help  to  effect  a  rapid 
settlement  of  the  county.  The  hopes  of  the  settlers  were  however  for  a  while 
doomed  to  disappointmerit.  Ominous  signs,  foreboding  war,  retarded  emi- 
gration to  the  western  borders  of  the  state. 

For  several  years  the  persistent  encroachments  of  England  u]>on  the 
maritime  rights  of  the  United  States  had  led  to  continued  controversy.  Eng- 
land also  claimed  the  right  to  search  American  vessels,  and  impress  such  sea- 
men as  appeared  to  be  British  subjects.  In  the  exercise  of  these  so-called 
rights,  more  than  6,000  American  sailors  were  pressed  into  the  liritish  ser- 
vice. Subsequent  to  1803,  900  vessels  had  been  captured  by  British  cruisers. 
In  1807,  when  the  American  frigate  Chesapeake,  unsuspicious  of  danger, 
was  putting  out  to  sea,  she  was  attacked  by  the  Leopard,  a  British  man-of- 
war  of  superior  force,  and  three  Americans  were  killed  and  iS  wounded.  In 
1811  P.ritish  cruisers  were  stationed  along  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  continued  to  search  American  vessels  and  impress  seaman.  May  11, 
1811,  the  British  brig-of-war  Little  Belt,  while  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Vir- 
ginia, without  provocation  fired  upon  the  United  States  frigate  President. 
The  President  promptly  poured  a  broadside  into  the  Little  Belt,  killing  and 
wounding  32  of  her  men.  The  patience  of  the  American  people  was  now 
nearly  exhausted.  Congress  was  assembled  November  5,  181 1,  in  extra  ses- 
sion to  make  preparations  for  war.  The  hope  was  cherished,  however,  that 
England  would  make  such  concessions  that  an  appeal  to  arms  might  be 
avoided.  An  event  occurred  in  the  west  which  materially  lessened  their 
hopes  of  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  difTiculty.  In  the  fall  of  1811,  while  con- 
gress was  still  in  session,  the  Indian  chief  Tecumseh  and  a  fjrce  of  Indians, 
incited  it  was  believed  by  British  agents,  made  a  furious  attack  upon  a  small 
force  commanded  by  General  Harrison  at  Tippecanoe,  but  were  defeated  with 
great  loss.  Congress,  consequently,  during  the  winter  of  1811  and  the  spring 
of  1 81 2,  continued  to  make  hostile  preparations  for  the  war  that  now  seemed 
inevitable. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

WAR. 

"  Why  such  daily  cast  of  brazen  cannon 
And  foreign  mart  of  iniplenienls  of  war  ?  " 

—Hamlet. 

UNLIKE  the  previous  year,  1812  opened  unpropitiously,  not  only  for 
the  settlers  but  for  the  Holland  Company  also.  The  winter  had 
been  very  severe.  The  snow  fell  to  an  unusual  depth  and  lay  upon 
the  j^^round  in  «^reat  quantities  even  to  the  last  of  March,  interrupting  the 
explorations  of  tlie  land  lookers.  The  deep  snow,  rumors  of  war  and  the 
disturbances  in  the  Indian  couutrx-  had  the  eflecl:  to  j^reatly  interrupt  enii- 
<^ration  from  the  ICast.  Hut  23  articles  fur  the  sale  of  land  were  issued  in 
Chautaucjua  county  between  the  first  of  December  181 1,  and  February  4,  1812. 
The  taxes  levied  a^i^ainst  the  lands  of  the  Holland  Company  at  the  close  of 
181 1  in  Pom  fret  was  S960,  in  Chautarupia  was  $1,100,  and  scarcely  money 
enou«j^h  was  received  to  pay  them.  The  Holland  Company's  agents  were  at 
this  time  also  sorely  perplexed  by  the  proceedings  of  the  settlers  in  calling 
special  town  meetings  with  a  view  to  organizing  new  towns  which  would 
tend  to  increase  the  taxes.  They  weie  also  annoyed  by  movements  to  efTecfl 
the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Mayville  to  Canadaway,  and  if  this  could 
not  be  e}Tecl.ed  to  half-shire  the  county. 

The  people  of  the  latter  place  remembering  the  brusque  treJh^ient  of  the 
commissioners  a  few  \  ears  before  in  passing  by  them  to  locate  the  county 
seat  at  Mayville,  entertained  no  very  kindly  feeling  towards  the  rival  site, 
which  the\-  believed  was  esta])lished  through  the  influence  of  the  Holland 
Compan\-.  The\-  d.csired  its  remc>\al  to  Caiuidaway,  and  favored  the  organ- 
ization of  new  towns  out  of  the  old  town  of  Pomfret  undoubtedly  that  they 
might  be  strong  with  the  board  of  supervisors.  Zattu  Cushiug  was  vigilant 
and  acli\e  in  ndxancini;  the  interests  of  his  loealit)'. 

William  Peacock  who  re[)resented  the  Holland  land  company  in  Chautau- 
qua county  in  a  letter  dated  at  Mayville,  Pebruary  8,  1812,  com])lained  to 
Daxid  \\.  Iv.'ans  that  "the  inliabitants  of  tliis  co\nit\'  seem  as  if  the\- had  run 
mad  by  calling  special  town  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  nj)  this 
count)-  into  towns  in  order  to  lia\'e  tliem  incorporated  such  by  the  present 
legislature.  There  will  not  be  mone\-  enough  to  defray  the  increased  expense. 
The  thing  ori;^inated  with  a  few  persons  at  Canadaway  creek.    They  had  to 
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call  three  special  iiieetiii<:^s  before  the  few  could  efiect  the  intended  division, 
and  succeeded  at  last  in  consequence  of  the  day  bein<^  stormy.  The  same 
few  I  am  creditably  informed  are  circulatini;-  a  petition  j)rivately  to  have  the 
seat  of  justice  removed  from  this  place  or  if  they  can  not  eflcct  that,  to  have 
the  courts  of  the  county  held  at  this  place  and  Canadaway  villai^e.  The 
disease  of  new  towns  has  reached  as  far  as  Cross  Roads  with  Eason  the  sher- 
iff at  the  head.  It  is. said  that  his  honor  Zattu  Cushin;^  is  on  his  way  to 
All^any  with  petitions  to  efiect  the  divisions  of  towns  and  to  have  the  county 
courts  removed  from  this  j)lace."  Peacock  in  this  letter  enclosed  a  memorial 
from  the  people  east  of  Canadaway  creek  against  the  removal  of  the  courts. 

June  I,  1 81 2,  three  new  towns  were  incorporated  as  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  settlers.  The  town  of  I^Hlicott  was  one  and  was  made  to  include 
within  its  liuiits  the  city  of  Jamestown  and  the  ])resent  towns  of  ICllicott, 
Carrol],  Poland,  Kiantone  and  a  part  of  Ihisti.  At  a  town  meelin«;  held  the 
followin.L,^  year,  James  Prender^^ast  the  founder  of  Jamestown  and  third  son  of 
William  Prendero^ast  was  chosen  its  first  supervisor.  At  the  same  town  mect- 
iiVfji;  the  town  of  Gerry  was  incorporated  and  then  included  the  same  territory 
as  do  the  present  towns  of  Gerry,  P^llin;^ton,  Charlotte  and  Cherry  Creek. 
Major  Sinclear  w\as  chosen  the  followinj^  year  its  first  supervisor.  He  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  was  at  the  bat- 
tles of  Saratoo;a,  Monmouth  and  Newtown  near  Lvlmira.  He  sufiercd  with  the 
Americans  at  Valle\'  Fori^e  and  participated  in  Sullivan's  campaij^^n  against 
the  Indians.  The  town  of  Hanover  was  also  incorporated  at  the  same  time. 
It  included  the  present  towns  of  Hanover,  Villenova,  parts  of  Arkwright  and 
Sheridan.  Its  first  supervisor  was  Nedebiah  Angell.  He  was  born  in  Pow- 
nell,  Vt.,  in  1787.  He  came  to  Hanover  about  the  year  181 1  and  became 
the  founder  of  the  "Angell  settlement"  in  that  town.  In  1830  he  removed 
to  Forestville  and  kept  a  public  inn.  In  1833  he  removed  to  Michigan  where 
he  died  in  1852.  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  held  at  Cassadaga  for  the  pur- 
pose of  naming  some  or  all  of  these  towns,  a  contest  arose  as  to  the  name  of 
one  of  them.  Many  contending  that  it  should  be  named  "  Sinclear  "  after 
]\rajor  Sinclear.  Othello  Church,  a  Republican  residing  at  Cassadaga  insisted 
that  it  should  be  called  Gerry  after  lilbridge  Crcrry,  a  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.    He  succeeded  and  it  was  named  (jprry. 

The  Holland  company,  notwithstanding  the  discouraging  state  of  aiTairs, 
continued  to  make  efi'orts  to  open  the  county  to  settlement.  They  contra(!:ted 
with  John  Kent  to  build  a  road  from  his  place  in  \'illenova  to  Kennedy's 
Mills  to  be  laid  out  on  or  near  the  Indian  path  for  which  he  was  to  receive 
$10  per  mile,  one-fourth  in  cash  and  the  balance  as  a  payment  on  his  land. 
The  comj)any  had  expended  considerable  labor  in  preparing  a  road  from 
Angelica  to  Mayville  which  they  anticipated  would  constitute  a  new  avenue 
for  emigration  into  the  county.    This  road  had  been  so  far  opened  as  to  be 
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traveled  duriiij^  the  winter  as  far  east  as  Sinclear's  Mills,''  now  Sinclairville. 
Notwithstandiiii^  the  war,  a  few  resolute  pioneers  came  this  year  from  the 
east  and  settled  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  More  than  ten  years  had 
passed  since  its  first  settlement  and  not  a  lo<^  cabin  had  been  reared  or  a 
clearing  made  in  a  tract  of  12  miles  square.  An  unbroken  wilderness  cov- 
ered the  four  southwestern  towns  of  the  county.  This  year  settlement  was 
commenced  in  the  town  of  French  Creek,  the  extreme  southwest  tov/n. 
Ande  Xoble  from  Oswego  county,  made  the  first  settlement  upon  lot  44, 
John  Cleveland  upon  lot  31  the  same  year.  In  181 3  Roswell  Coe  settled  on 
lot  39  and  Nathaniel  Thompson  on  lot  9.  Paul  Colburn  from  Oneida  county 
came  in  1814.  This  year  the  board  of  supervisors  consisted  of  two  members, 
Philo  Orton  from  Pomfrct  and  Samuel  Ayres  from  Chautauqua.  Mr.  Ayres 
was  an  excellent  farmer  residing  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake.  He  was  born 
at  Killingworth,  Conn.,  in  1769.  He  died  in  \Mrginia  in  1829.  Charles  B. 
Rouse  was  re-elected  clerk  of  tlie  board.  It  had  now  l^ccome  evident  that 
should  war  with  ICugland  occur  that  the  contest  would  take  place  along  the 
frontier  bordering  upon  Canada.  During  the  spring  aclive  preparations  were 
consequently  made  along  the  border.  The  majority  of  the  people  of  the  county 
at  the  time  sustained  the  administration  in  its  measures  to  vindicate  the 
honor  and  rights  of  the  country,  and  Chautauqua  county  was  nearly  the  first 
to  aclively  respond  to  the  c<ill  for  troops.  The  middle  of  the  county  had 
been  organized  into  one  regiment  under  the  command  of  Col.  John  McMahan. 
In  June  1812,  (^io\'ernor  Tonq)kins  ordered  a  company  to  be  detached  from 
this  regiment  for  ready  ser\'iee.  Col.  McMahaii  hoping  to  organize  such 
compau)-  from  \-olunteers  immediately  called  the  officers  of  the  regiment 
together  at  Dunn's  tavern  in  the  town  of  Portland  and  explained  the  order. 
Captain  Jehial  Moore  of  lAjrestville,  Lieutenant  David  Iviton  of  Portland, 
and  P^nsign  Charles  Burrett  of  Canadaway  immediately  volunteered.  A  day 
was  then  appointed  at  Mayville  and  at  Canadawa\'  to  recruit  the  company 
from  Nolunteers.  At  the  time  a|)pointed  Ca|)tain  Moore  and  Ivisign  Burrett 
attended  at  Canadawa\-  and  lieutenant  Ivaton  at  Mayville.  Col.  McMahan 
and  olliers  made  ]xitriotic  speeches,  and  no  men  and  the  (officers  \'olunteered 
to  hold  thenisel\'es  in  rea'diness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning  and  serve 
for  six  months.  This  all  occurred  earl)-  in  the  month  of  June  befme  the 
declanition  of  war. 

June  18  war  was  declared  b\'  Congress.  The  express  riders  who  carried 
the  proclamation  of  President  Madison  announcing  the  facl  reached  I'ort 
Niagara  June  20th,  and  Col.  Swift  who  was  in  command  at  lilack  Rock  the 
same  day.  The  British  and  Canadians  learned  of  the  declaration  of  war  12 
hours  earlier  through  a  dispatch  sent  to  Oueenstown  by  John  Jacob  Astor  in 
the  interest  of  the  fur  companies.  The  British  ])romptly  captured  a  small 
vessel  loaded  with  salt,  which  had  just  set  out  from  Black  Rock  bound  up 
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the  lake.  Tliis  was  the  first  notice  that  the  citizens  of  IhiiTak)  had  of  the 
existence  of  war.  Tlie  important  tidin<;s  were  spread  as  if  carried  npon  the 
winf^^s  of  tlie  wind  to  the  most  remote  settlements  of  the  Holland  Purchase. 
Almost  as  soon  as  the  news  reached  Chautauqua,  Captain  Moore  received 
an  order  to  march  with  his  company  to  Lewiston  and  join  the  i8th  re,L^;inient 
of  New  York  detached  militia  under  Col.  Hu<;h  \V.  Dobbin.  He  immedi- 
ately warned  out  his  company.  A  portion  assembled  at  the  Cross  Roads 
and  a  portion  at  Canadaway,  and  July  4th  were  united  at  the  latter  place. 
The  roll  was  called  and  every  man  answered  to  his  name.  The  next  day 
they  marched.  They  arrived  at  Lewiston  on  the  9th  and  joined  the  rej^i- 
ment. 

In  less  than  three  weeks  from  the  time  war  was  declared,  and  in  less  than 
10  days  from  the  time  it  was  first  known  in  Chantaucpia,  the  county,  which 
at  that  time  did  not  contain  3,000  inhabitants,  had  a  full  company  of  113 
able-bodied  men  on  the  march  to  the  seat  of  war.  The  county  has  never 
since  responded  to  a  call  for  troops  with  more  alacrity  nor  with  a  larger  quota 
than  on  this  occasion.  This  company  and  its  officers  fully  maintained  the 
honor  of  the  county  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  declaration  of  war  at  first  created  consternation  upon  the  Holland 
Purchase.  Chautauqua  was  thinly  settled.  Its  ])eo])le  were  poor  and  illy 
prepared  for  war.  It  was  known  that  the  enemy  had  anticipated  the  coming 
contest  and  made  great  preparations  for  it  in  Canada.  They  had  a 
considerable  force  of  regulars  and  were  better  provided  with  defences,  cannon 
and  the  munitions  of  war.  Besides,  close  to  the  borders  of  the  county,  and 
partly  within  its  limits,  and  along  tlie  Allegany  river  not  far  away,  dwelt  the 
Senecas,  the  most  warlike  of  the  vSix  Nations.  ^Vfany  persons  then  living 
could  remember  the  massacre  of  Cherry  Valley  and  Wyoming,  in  which  these 
Indians  had  acted  a  hostile  part.  The  cruelties  in  the  more  recent  western 
wars  were  fresh  in  the  memories  of  the  peo])le  and  caused  a  sense  of  inse- 
curity to  oppress  them.  They  feared  that  the  vSenecas  might  join  their  kins- 
men the  Canadian  Indians  and  become  allies  of  the  liritish  and  that  they 
might  at  any  moment  appear  among  them  armed  with  tomahawk  and  scalp- 
ing knife.  The  more  timid  settlers  resolved  to  go  back  to  the  east.  Steps 
were  immediately  taken  to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  these  Indians  towards 
the  United  States.  It  was  known  that  Red  Jacket  advised  neutrality.  li^ras- 
tus  Granger,  then  government  agent  of  the  Senecas,  held  a  council  with  them 
in  which  it  appeared  that  their  attitude  towards  the  Americans  was  friendly, 
which  a  little  later  was  fully  confirmed. 

Joseph  Ellicott,  in  order  to  reassure  the  people,  issued  an  address  dated 
July  4,  1S12,  in  wliich  he  assured  the  people  that  the.  lines  were  effectually 
guarded.  A  detachment  of  45  men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  James  McMa- 
han  had  been  posted  at  Barcelona  (wliere  McMahan  built  a  defensive  work,)  and 
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another  detachment  of  about  the  same  number  was  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Canadaway.  These  things  had  the  efiect  in  a  measure  to  allay  the  fears 
of  tlie  inhabitants. 

Chautauqua  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  one  respect  seemed  to  be  more 
exposed  to  invasion  than  most  other  parts  of  the  Purchase.  It  had  40  miles 
of  lake  coast.  Until  Perry's  victory  in  the  fall  of  181 3  the  I'ritish  had  com- 
plete command  of  Lake  Erie  and  undoubtedly  could  have  landed  a  force  in 
the  count)'  had  tliey  clioscn  so  to  do.  The  poverty  of  the  people  at  the  time 
undoubtedly  sliieldcd  it  from  invasion.  The  British  cruisers  seemed  gener- 
ally satisfied  to  prey  upon  the  slender  commerce  of  the  lake  ;  salt  boats  and 
other  small  craft  that  timidly  coasted  along  the  shores. 

Tlie  very  first  affair  of  the  war  in  which  there  was  an  exchange  of  hostili- 
ties, it  is  iK'lieved  occurred  in  Chautauqua  county.  It  was  an  attempt  by  the 
enemy  to  cajUure  a  salt  boat  on  its  wa)'  from  lUilTalo  to  Pvrie.  About  40  men 
of  Captain  Tubbs'  company  of  Colonel  McMahan's  regiment  had  been  posted 
at  the  widow  Cole's  house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway  to  guard  such 
craft  as  might  take  refuL,^e  in  that  haven  of  safety.  The  salt  byat  had  been 
obliged  to  put  into  the  iMghteen-mile  creek  to  escape  from  a  British  cruiser. 
It  stole  out  in  the  darkness,  and  after  a  hard  night's  row  ran  up  on  the  west 
shore  of  Canadaway  creek.  As  morning  broke  and  the  fog  cleared  away, 
they  saw  right  before  them  off  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  not  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  awa\',  a  large  armed  schooner,  probably  the  Lady  Provost.  After  a  little 
a  boat  with  a  dozen  or  more  armed  men  set  out  from  the  vessel  to  attack  the 
salt  boat,  which  fired  upon  them  from  a  swivel.  Captain  Tubbs  and  his  men 
lay  concealed  behind  the  east  bank  of  the  creek  ;  when  the  British  small 
boat  arrived  within  musket  shot  they  opened  fire.  The  boat  immediately 
put  back  to  the  vessel.  What  loss  the  enemy  sustained,-  or  whether  any,  has 
not  been  certainly  ascertained.  It  is  related  that  the  crew  of  the  Lady  Pro- 
vost, afterwards  captured  by  Perry,  stated  their  loss  to  have  been  three 
wounded  and  none  killed.  ]\Irs.  Cole  was  the  heroine  of  the  occasion  ;  when 
liostilities  commenced  she  mounted  her  horse  and  rode  to  Canadaway  for 
rceuforcements  ;  after  her  return  she  was  actively  engaged  in  carrying  food 
and  drink  to  the  nieii.  The  war  waged  l)y  the  British  upon  the  salt  boats 
fmalh-  destro\  ed  all  commerce  in  salt,  and  its  transportation  over  the  Portage 
road  came  to  an  end.  The  defenceless  condition  of  the  count)'  led  the  peo- 
ple to  liold  a  pu])lic  meeting  during  the  summer  which  resulted  in  sending 
Robert  Dixon  of  Ripley  to  All^aiiy  for  arms  for  its  militia.  About  Septem- 
ber 200  stands  of  arms  were  forwarded  from  the  state  arsenal  at  Canandaigua 
to  Cliar.tau(pia  county. 

Tlie  first  year  <»f  the  war  was  signalized  by  splendid  achievements  of  the 
navy.  On  land  it  was  less  auspicious  to  the  American  arms.  The  British 
had  a  regular  army  in  Canada.    Three  small  bodies  were  assembled  by  the 


War. 


221 


United  States  for  the  purpose  of  invading  that  province.  One  at  Detroit 
under  General  Hull,  another  at  Lewiston  on  the  Xia<;ara  river  called  the 
anny  of  the  center  under  the  command  of  General  VauRensselaer,  and  one 
at  Plattsburg  under  General  Dearborn,  the  connnander-in-chief.  The  war 
opened  disastrously  to  American  arms  in  the  west  by  the  surrender  of  Detroit 
in  August,  1812.  The  army  of  the  center  of  which  Capt.  Jehial  Moore's 
couipany  of  Chautauqua  voliniteers  formed  a  part,  on  the  iith  of  August 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Stephen  W^iuRensselacr. 
His  headquarters  were  at  Lewiston.  The  summer  and  much  of  the  fall  was 
spent  in  collecting  troops,  who  came  in  squads  and  larger  bodies  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  western  New  York,  and  in  drilling  and  equippiug  them.  The 
soldiers  fmally  became  impatient  of  the  long  delay  and  demanded  to  be  led 
against  the  euemy. 

The  waters  of  the  Niagara  from  the  foot  of  the  great  cataract  for  many 
miles  race  swiftly  through  a  deep  and  narrow  gorge.  The  cliffs  that  form 
the  sides  of  this  enormous  chasm  abruptly  terminate  seven  miles  below^  the 
falls,  where  the  river,  flowing  less  rapidly,  emerges  into  a  gently  sloping  plain 
and  fmally  discharges  itself  into  Lake  Ontario.  At  the  foot  of  this  clifT, 
where  it  faces  the  lake,  just  across  the  river  from  Lewiston,  iu  Cauada,  iu  the 
midst  of  fme  and  striking  scenery,  was  the  handsome  village  of  Ouecnstown. 
The  British  occupied  the  village,  and  had  erected  batteries  along  the  heights 
that  overshadow  it.  VauRensselaer  regarded  it  as  a  place  of  iuiportance,  and, 
influenced  by  the  apparent  eagerness  of  the  militia  to  be  led  against  the 
enemy,  he  determined  to  attack  it.  The  first  attempt,  made  on  the  nth  of 
October,  failed  by  reason  of  tempestuous  weather  and  other  causes.  \'au  Ren- 
sselaer prepared  for  a  second  attempt  on  the  13th  of  October.  Those  familiar 
with  the  history  of  this  1)attle  rememl)er  that  a  portion  of  the  forces  posted 
at  Lewiston  crossed  the  river,  and  distinguished  theuiselves  for  their  brav- 
ery in  the  battle  which  ensued.  They  will  also  remember  of  a  much  larger 
number  of  militia-men  claiming  the  government  liad  no  right  to  send  state 
troops  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state,  and,  to  their  great  disgrace,  refusing  to 
cross  the  national  boundary  and  support  their  countr\  inen  in  the  fight.  Van' 
Rensselaer  was  obliged  to  recognize  the  coustruction  the  militia  put  upon 
their  rights,  and  to  rely  wholly  upon  such  as  should  volunteer. 

It  is  said  that  the  i8th  New  York  detached  militia  to  which  the  Chautau- 
company  belonged  was  paraded  before  the  battle,  and  that  one  of  its  field  of^- 
cers  made  an  eloquent  and  patriotic  speech  urging  the  regiment  to  volunteer  to 
cross  the  river,  saying  that  he  would  ask  them  to  go  no  further  than  he  would 
himself  go  in  the  defence  of  his  countr>-''s  honor.  The  whole  regiment 
stepped  forward,  with  the  exception  of  50  or  60  men,  to  evince  their  willing- 
ness to  volunteer.  Those  who  declined  to  cross  the  tiver  were  placed  under 
the  command  of  a  lieutenant,  one  of  their  number,  and  were  called  the 
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"coward  company.''  Tlic  Cliautaiiqua  company  as  far  as  it  is  known  all 
Yolunteered. 

In  a  cold  rain  storm  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  i3tli,  400  reg- 
ulars under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Christie  and  300  militia  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  Solomon  \'an  Rensselaer,  a  braYC  offier  who  had  been  dis- 
tinguished for  cool  and  intrepid  conducl:  in  the  wars  with  the  Indians,  were 
mustered  along  the  river's  bank.  They  embarked  at  this  gloomy  time  in 
the  night,  and  notwithstanding  the  perils  of  the  swift  flowing  river  and  the 
iniknown  dangers  hidden  in  the  darkness  on  the  other  side,  they  boldly 
crossed  to  the  Canada  shore.  Nearly  the  whole  force  was  successfully  landed 
at  a  spot  now  marked  by  a  large  rock  mider  the  Canada  end  of  the  suspension 
bridge.  Their  landing  was  shar|)ly  op])osed.  The  troops  formed  as  soon  as 
thev  gained  the  shore.  As  Col.  \'an  Rensselaer  had  been  wounded,  they 
v/ere  led  against  the  enenu'  by  Ca])tain  Wool,  afterwards  a  distinguished  gen- 
eral in  the  American  army.  After  a  severe  engagement  he  drove  the  P>ritish 
back  towards  (Juecustown.  The  Americans,  who  w^ere  mostly  regular  sol- 
diers, suffered  great  loss  in  the  short  contest.  livery  commissioned  officer 
was  killed  or  wounded.  Col.  Wan  Rensselaer  ordered  the  men  to  fall  l)ack 
to  the  margin  v)f  the  river. 

The  Chautaucpia  e()m])auy,  altliough  not  the  first,  was  among  the  first  to 
cross  the  river.  Tliey  embarked  at  the  dawn  of  daw  It  was  not  cpiite  light 
when  they  reached  tlie  oj)])osite  shore.  There  they  saw  the  indomitable  Col. 
\'au Rensselaer  as  lie  lay  u])on  the  ground  at  the  river  side  so  exhausted  by 
the  loss  of  blood  from  four  sex  ere  wounds  as  to  be  unable  to  stand  on  his  feet. 
His  officers  stood  around  him  holding  a  council  of  war.  They  heard  him  say 
to  them  as  he  la\-  upon  the  ground,  Parade  your  men,  and  go  up  and  take 
that  battery.''  He  was  compelled  to  \  ield  the  comnumd  to  Ca|)taiu  Wool, 
who  was  himself  wttiinded  but  still  able  to  keep  the  field.  Led  b\-  Wool,  the 
regulars  and  militia  marched  up  the  river,  concealed  by  its  banks  from  the 
enemy,  ui'itil  they  nxrc  within  the  great  chasm  of  the  Niagara.  There  they 
found  a  fishermaifs  viuh  that  wound  up  the  precipice,  which  was  there  so 
steep  in  main-  places  that  they  had  to  pull  themselves  up  by  the  l)ushes. 
When  the  head  of  l!ie  column  had  reached  a  small  level  place  or  shelf  in  the 
cliff  not  far  from  its  top  tlie\'  halted  for  the  remainder  of  the  force  to  come 
up.  When  tlu-  Older  was  gi\'en  to  again  advance,  a  ])art  of  the  ChautaiKpia 
com])any,  which  was  near  the  center  when  the  line  was  formed,  hap])ene(l  to 
lead  the  wan,  and  were  the  first  Americans  to  reach  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
Captain  Moore,  their  commander,  was  the  first  man  to  stand  on  the  heights 
(»f  (Jueenstowu  on  that  day.  As  soon  as  the  Hritish  discovered  their  ar  sail- 
ants  the\-  rallied  out,  but  were  (piickly  ])ut  to  flight.  The  Americans  soon 
had  ])ossessioii  of  their  batter)-  con.sisting  of  an  i8-pounder  and  two  mortars. 
As  the  Chautau(pia  company,  with  the  rest  of  the  force  mounted  the  works, 
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they  swung  tlieir  liats  and  gave  tlieni  three  liearty  clieers.  A  little  later  the 
Americans  captured  a  more  important  battery  upon  the  northeastern  portion 
of  the  heights,  and  drove  the  British  to  tlie  cover  of  a  stone  house  near  the 
river. 

Gen.  Brock  now  arrived  from  Fort  George,  seven  miles  below,  took  com- 
mand of  the  British  forces,  and  marched  them  up  the  heights.  He  was  killed, 
and  his  forces  defeated  by  the  Americans  and  driven  beyond  Queenstown.  At 
this  time  Lieut.  Col.  Win  field  Scott  took  command  of  the  Americans.  500  Indi- 
ans led  by  Captain  Jacobs  and  John  I^randt,  son  of  Jose])h  I>rant,  the  celebrated 
Mohawk  warrior,  supported  by  the  l^iitish  light  troops  fell  upon  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  were  quickly  routed.  (tCU.  Shcafe,  an  American  by  birtli,  but  an 
Hnglish  officer  of  merit,  reluctantly  bearing  arms  against-liis  native  land,  was 
now  approaching  from  Fort  Crcorge  with  a  large  reenforcement  for  the  liritish. 
The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Americans  had  greatly  reduced  their  num- 
bers. Not  a  man  of  the  militia  of  the  large  force  that  remained  on  the 
American  side  of  the  river  would  come  over  to  support  their  countrymen. 
Gen.  Sheafe  had  at  least  1,300  P>ritish,  while  Col.  Christie,  now  in  command 
of  the  Americans,  had  not  over  300  efTecti\'e  men.  They  could  not  retreat  ; 
with  such  odds  against  them  the  case  of  the  Americans  was  desperate.  Col. 
Scott  mounted  a  stump  and  in  a  stirring  speech  ])r()p()sed  that  the\"  resist  to 
the  last.     His  men  gave  a  unanimous  shout  in  a])proval. 

"  Xor  were  the  militia  volunteers  who  had  continued  faithful  through  the 
morning  skirmisli  backward  in  seconding  the  determination.''  (Colonel 
Stone.)  After  a  brave  and  des|)erate  resistance,  in  which  they  delivered  sev- 
eral effective  and  well  directed  fires  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  the  Ameri- 
cans retreated  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  but  with  sufficient  deliberation  to 
enal^le  them  to  return  the  fires  of  their  pursuers.  At  the  river's  bank  they 
found  no  boats  in  which  to  cross  and  were  compelled  to  surrender. 

The  regular  soldiers  and  officers  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  and  fought 
valiantly  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  their  country.  They  were  bravely  sup- 
ported in  the  unequal  contest  by  a  small  portion  of  the  militia,  among  whom 
were  these  volunteers  from  Chautauqua.  Among  the  killed  of  the  Chautau- 
qua troops  was  Daniel  Spencer,  a  young  man  residing  in  Charlotte  near  vSin- 
clairville.  He  was  shot  through  the  body  and  killed  while  the  Americans 
were  storming  the  heights  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  fall.  Nathaniel  Bowen 
of  Villenova,  and  Ira  Stephens  were  also  killed.  Mr.  Winsor  died  of  his 
wounds.  Lieutenant  Eaton  was  wounded  byal)all  through  his  wrist.  Hras- 
tus  Taylor  of  Portland  was  wounded  in  the  last  eifort  of  the  enemy,  a  ball 
striking  his  leg  below  the  knee,  breaking  and  shattering  the  bone  in  a  shock- 
ing manner.  Alpheus  Mclntyre  and  Alexander  Kelly  were  also  wounded, 
John  Ingersoll  was  taken  prisoner.  The  officers  and  men  of  Captain  Moore's 
company  conducted  themselves  bravely.    It  is  said  only  one  act  of  cowardice 
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by  any  one  of  the  company  is  known  to  have  occurred.  Tlie  wounded  Ameri- 
cans were  taken  to  the  bank  of  the  river  where  they  lay  upon  the  ground 
waiting  for  their  wounds  to  be  dressed.  It  is  related  that  when  the  turn  of 
a  certain  non-commissioned  officer  of  Captain  ]\Ioore's  company  came,  the 
surgeon's  inquiry  concerning  his  wound  was  answered  by  a  groan.  The 
surgeon  saw  no  blood,  but,  believing  him  wounded,  unceremoniously  stripped 
him,  finding  not  even  a  scratch.  He  turned  away  with  a  contemptuous 
smile  to  administer  to  tliose  really  suffering.  It  is  also  related  that  the 
re(l()ubla1)le  ollicer  of  the  Ivighteenth  New  York  detached  militia  who  made- 
the  flamnig  speecli  designed  to  inspire  his  men  to  deeds  of  valor  never  crossed 
to  the  Canada  side.  His  courage  left  him  at  the  river  bank,  while  tlie  lieu- 
tenant who  refuse^l  to  volunteer  and  was  put  in  command  of  the  coward 
company,''  when  he  saw  the  peril  of  his  countrymen  and  the  fight  rage 
fiercely  on  the  heights  of  Oueenstowu,  seized  a  musket,  crossed  the  river,  and 
fought  bravely  to  the  end  of  the  battle.  Of  such  fickle  and  uncertain  stufi' 
is  courage  made. 

Df  Ca])tain  Jehial  Moore,  who  was  the  first  to  plant  his  feet  on  the  heights,, 
and  by  his  bra\'e  conducl:  maintained  the  honor  of  the  county  he  represented, 
something  further  should  be  said.  He  was  the  sou  of  Captain  Roger  Moore, 
a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  who  was  captured  with  Hthan  Allen,  and 
suffered  with  him  extremely  brutal  treatment  from  the  British  on  board  the 
ship  whicli  carried  them  to  hhigland.  Allen  in  his  narrative  several  times 
speaks  in  praise  of  the  courage  and  conduct  of  Moore.  The  history  of  his 
father's  sufferings  and  brutal  treatment  while  a  prisoner  inspired  Jehial  with 
dee])  hatred  for  the  British.  In  iSoS  and  1809  he  l^ecame  the  founder  of 
Forestville,  and  was  ael.i\  e  to  a(U  ance  its  settlement  mitil  war  was  declared 
in  iSi.2.  He  euteied  the  ser\iee  and  deN'oted  all  of  his  energies  in  behalf  of 
his  country.  He  determined  to  a\'enge  the  sufierings  of  his  tather.  He  stood 
bravely  at  his  post  on  all  occasions,  until  after  the  burning  of  Buffalo.  He 
was  dee]i]\'  mortified  at  the  want  of  firmness  of  his  fellow  soldiers  i!i  that 
affair,  left  the  ^rervice  in  disgust  and  despair,  returned  to  his  fiimily  and 
informed  them  that  he  W(,>uid  no  longer  be  a  citizen  of  a  state  that  would  sutler 
such  disgrace.  The  burning  of  Bufialo  occurred  January  i,  1814.  The- 
next  February,  without  selling  his  property,  he  removed  to  Hamilton,  Ohio^ 
where  he  died  in  I)eceml)er,  1S17.  Judge  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  who  knew 
him  well,  says  that  the  leading  trait  of  his  chara6ler  was  frankness,  ''that 
he  was  always  ready  to  acl:  entirely  destitute  of  fear,  ardent  in  his  feelings, 
honest  in  his  purposes,  and  a  most  unrelenting  enemy  to  anything  that  could 
bear  the  shade  of  cowardice,  or  a  dereliction  of  duty." 

(leneral  \'an  Rensselaer  was  greatl\'  mortified  by  the  affair  at  Oueenstowu 
and  resigned  in  disgust.  Oen.  Alexander  Sni)  the  succeeded  Iiim.  Prepar- 
ations were  made  to  again  immediately  invade  Canada  from  the  Niagara 
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frontier.  General  Sniythe  issncd  a  <,n-andiloqnent  address  to  the  people  of 
New  York  calling  for  volunteers.  In  response  to  his  call  4,500  men  includ- 
in<;  rej^ulars  assembled  at  Black  Rock.  Chautauqua  county  ]}romptl\-  sent 
a  company  of  men,  in  response  to  this  requisition,  soon  after  the  fall  ofOueens- 
towu.  Attempts  were  then  made  to  invade  Canada,  but  tliey  ij^nominiously 
failed  without  bloodshed.  There  occurred  no  other  events  of  importance 
(lurin<;  the  )ear  i<Si2  alon<;  the  Xiai^ara  fri)'ntier.  The  campai_i;n  of  that 
year  on  the  part  of  the  Tniled  States  was  a  failure-. 

In  Chautau(iua  CJUinty  the  war  produced  a  most  dt'i)lora1)le  slate  of  affairs. 
Peacock,  in  a  letter  to  IvUicott  dated  vSeptcnd)er  21,  1S12,  writes:  The 
sale  of  lands  is  almost  nothin<;,  but  one  article  issued  since  the  first  of  the 
month,  not  a  dollar  received  on  contracts  since  the  fust  instant.''  Many  of  the 
settlers  left  the  county.  Those  wlio  had  to  remain  were  harassed  l)y  drafts. 
Five  full  companies  were  drafted  into  the  service  durin^^  a  ])ortion  of  the  time 
that  year,  comj)risino  three-fourths  of  the  men  liable  to  (k)  military  dut}-  in 
the  county.  Constantly  disturbed  by  flyiuji^  reports  of  invasidbs  and  threat- 
ened dan<;ers,  the  people  of  the  county  could  do  no  work.  The  state  of 
alarm  that  existed  aloni^  the  western  borders  of  the  state  appears  by  this  let- 
ter from  (fcu.  vStephen  \'an Rensselaer  to  (rovern(ir  Tompkins  dated  Septem- 
ber I  St,  I  Si  2. 

"  SiK  : — In  the  letter  which  I  yester(lay  had  the  honr)r  to  a^ldress  to  your 
excellenc\-,  I  mentioned  the  <;eneral  alarm  which  the  surrende  r  of  (icncr.'il 
Iluirshad  s])rea(l  throut;h  the  frontiers.  The  inhabitants  c \ery  where  think 
themselves  in  dau«^er.  This  is  particul.ar  the  case  in  the  county  of  Chautauciua. 
In  couserjntiicc  of  re])rescntati(»ns  made  to  me  by  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county  I  had  on  the  27th  ult.,  issued  an  order  to  Lieuttuaut  Colonel  McMa- 
lian  to  order  into  service  two  full  companies  of  his  rej^iment  lor  the  ]>r()tec- 
tion  of  the  inhai)itants.  This  mornin<^  a^ain  I  ha\  e  bjen  called  up<ju  by 
Captains  Ikddwin  and  Mack,  gentlemen  (A  resjxctabilitN'  from  that  count), 
\er\'  earnesth'  solicitini^  in  Ijchalf  of  the  inhabitants  still  further  force  (or 
their  protection,  and  I  have  issued  another  order  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
McMahan  to  detach  one  caj)tain,  two  serj^a-ants,  two  cor]X)rals  and  26]u  ivates 
more  f(^r  the  service  aforesaid,  until  y(Uir  excellency's  i)leasure  can  be  known 
on  the  subject.'' 

A  rea  lin^M)f  the  correspondence  between  Peacock  and  P^llicott,  and  the 
letters  of  other  citizens  of  the  county  dnrin.o-  that  period,  cannot  fail  to 
im])ress  one  with  the  great  poverty  of  the  })eo))le,  and  their  e:  ceedingh-  for- 
lorn condition.  Many  families  were  threatened  with  starvation.  Never 
have  the  calamities  of  war  borne  so  hardly  upon  the  peo])le  of  the  county  as 
during  the  la  t  war  with  England. 

During  the  administrations  of  Washington,  Adams  and  Jefferson,  party 
spirit  ran  high.  In  congress,  in  the  newspapers,  and  among  the  people, 
public  questions  were  discussed  with  a  degree  of  acrimony  that  we  can  not 
now  understand,  unequalled  in  bitterness  during  the  exciting  period  of  the 
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late  civil  war.  This  was  not  due  to  the  existence  of  a  spirit  of  strife,  but 
was  the  result  of  conditions  then  existing.  The  statesmen  of  that  day  had 
faith  in  the  stability  of  a  government  by  the  people,  but  were  not  entirely 
sure  that  the  untried  and  complex  system  that  tliey  had  adopted  would  secure 
it.  Moreover  sufficient  time  had  not  elapsed  since  the  organization  of  tlie 
government  to  test  the  loyalty  of  the  people  to  the  new  doclrines  of  govern- 
ment promulgated,  and  each  citizen,  although  he  felt  himself  firmly  estab- 
lished in  liis  democratic  ideas,  feared  that  his  neighbor  was  not  equally 
de\'ote(l.  C<>nsc(juently  the  I'\*deralists  sincerely  denounced  the  Republicans 
as  Jacobins,  and  the  Republicans  as  honestly  stignuitized  the  I'ederalists  as 
aristocrats. 

The  peoi)le  of  that  day  did  not  know,  as  we  know  from  experience,  how 
perfe(5lly  our  system  of  government  (devised  by  their  wisdom)  secures  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  established.  They  did  not  then  know,  that  which 
we  have  since  learned,  that  all  classes  of  our  citizens,  however  much  they 
differ  respecling  details,  are  intensely  devoted  to  our  popular  s\  stem  of  go\-- 
ernment  ;  that  all  are  ecpiall)-  opposed  to  anarchy  on  the  one  hand,  and  arbi- 
trary authority  on  the  other.  When  the  war  was  commenced,  and  for 
some  perit'd  pre\-ious,  part)'  s])irit  ran  very  high.  The  Re])ublicans  charged 
the  b\(lerali>tN  with  want  of  patriotism,  called  them  "  Tories,'' and  sympa- 
thizers with  the  enemies  of  their  country.  The  P'ederalists  asserted  that 
the  war  mi;^]it  lia\e  been  cix'erted  1))'  negotiation,  that  the  nation  was  uut 
]>rq)are<l  for  it,  that  iM'ance  had  given  greater  ])rovocation  for  war  than  ( heat 
Ih  itain.  Piior  to  the  organization  of  the  count)'  its  citizens  had  been  satis- 
fied to  vindicate  their  ])olitical  ()i)inions  by  simply  casting  their  votes  on 
election  dav.  The  bV-deralists,  now  that  the  country  had  ac(piired  an  indi- 
peiident  existence,  stimulated  b\'  the  prevailing  ])art\'  sjiirit,  resolved  to 
ori;anize  their  party  in  Chautau(iua  ccnnit)',  as  did  the  Reiniblicmis  a  little 
later.  The  names  of  those  citizens  who  hereafter  appear  as  members  of 
committees  or  otherwi.se  in  conneclion  with  party  organizations,  will  give  us 
some  idea  how  the  peo[)le  of  the  count)'  were  then  divided  u])on  the  political 
cpiestions  of  the  day  and  the  parties  to  which  the)'  respectivel)'  belonged, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  neither  party  had  the  advantage  o\-er  the  other  in 
respect  to  the  worth  and  ])rominence  of  its  representative  men. 

April  14,  1S12,  the  hY-deralists,  or  ''Federal  Republicans"  as  they  called 
themseh'cs  met  at  lUilTalo  to  nominate  a  member  of  assembly  for  tliis  assem- 
bly districl,  then  composed  of  the  present  counties  of  Niagara, )%rie,Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua.  Abel  M.  (  irosvenor  of  Buffalo  was  nf)minated.  At  this 
meeting  a  large  committee  was  aj)pointed  of  men  residing  in  dilTerent  ])arts 
of  the  district,  that  it  is  ])resumed  were  tlien  the  influential  members  of  that 
])art)-.  These  are  the  names  of  those  appointed  as  members  of  that  commit- 
tee from  Chautauqua  county,  then  consisting  of  but  two  towns  :  /^w//v/, 
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Jacob  Houghton,  John  E.  Howard,  Ozias  Hart,  Orsanuis  Hohnes,  James 
Hale,  Daniel  Warren,  Samuel  Sinclear,  Foster  Younp^  and  Isaac  Barnes. 
Chautauqua^  James  McMahan,  Anselm  Potter,  Dennis  Brackett,  William 
Berry,  Thomas  Prcndcrgast  and  Thomas  McClintock. 

Jonas  Williams  of  Erie  county  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  member 
of  assembly,  and  was  elected  at  the  election  held  May  12th,  1S12.  vSamuel 
M.  Ho])kins  and  Nathaniel  Howell,  the  successful  P'ederal  candidates  for 
congress,  received  in  Chautauqua  county  47  majority.  In  September  of  this 
year  a  convention  was  held  at  Albany  which  denounced  the  war,  and, 
November  3d,  a  meeting  of  the  friends  of  Peace,  Eibcrty  and  Connnerce,'' 
as  the  anti-war  men  called  themselves,  was  held  at  Pomeroy\s  Long  Hall  " 
in  Buffalo.  Jacob  Houghton  was  the  chairman,  Anselm  Potter,  secretary. 
Resolutions  were  introduced  disapproving  of  the  administrations  of  JelTerson 
and  Madison.  A  committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed  consisting  of 
Orsamns  Holmes,  Samuel  Sinclear,  Anselm  Potter,  James  Montgomery,  Jacob 
Houghton,  James  McMahan,  and  Foster  Young.  The  meeting  approved  of  a 
convention  to  be  held  at  Albany.  On  the  23d  of  December  following,  the 
Republicans  of  Chautauciua  county  held  a  meeting  at  John  vScott's  in  May- 
ville.  Matthew  Prendergast  was  chosen  chairman  and  John  Dexter  secre- 
tary.    Resolutions  were  a(loj)ted  sustaining  the  war. 

At  a  caucus  of  the  members  (jf  the  legislature  held  in  I*\'bruar\',  i«Si3, 
Daniel  I).  Tompkins  was  again  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  go\ernor  by 
the  Republicans,  and  Stephen  VanRensselaer  by  the  Federalists.  March  17, 
1813,  another  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  friends  of  Lil)erty,  Peace  and 
Commerce"  was  held  in  Pomfret.  Thomas  Martin  was  chairmnn  and  Isaac 
Pierce  was  secretary.  Jacob  Houghton  was  nominated  to  the  assembly. 
This  campaign  committee  was  appointed,  and  we  may  see  by  this  list  who 
were  probably  active  P^ederalists  in  the  different  towns.  CJiautauqua^ 
Thomas  Prendergast,  Jabez  Hurlburt,  I-^lisha  Wallis,  James  ^lontgomery, 
David  Eaton,  Asa  Hall,  Henry  vSartwell.  J^llicott^  James  Prendergast. 
Gerry,  Samuel  Sinclear,  Robert  W.  Seaver,  William  Devine,  Abraham  Win- 
sor.  Pom/ret,  Orsamns  Holmes,  Elijah  Risley,  Jr.,  Ozias  Hart,  Isaac  Pierce, 
Thomas  Martin,  Andrew  Bates,  Rodolphus  L{)omis.  Jfano'rrr,  John  E. 
Howard,  John  Mack,  Bethial  Willoughby,  Ouy  WV'bster,  Cushing  P>rownell, 
Abel  I'lint. 

The  Rej)ublicans  of  this  assembly  district  met  in  liufTalo  ])re\  ious  to  the 
April  election  and  nominated  Jonas  Williams  for  the  assembly.  David  Ivddy 
was  the  chairman  of  this  convention,  and  John  Root,  secretary.  The  Repub- 
lican committee  for  Chautauqua  comity  was,  /}w///y7,  Zattu  Cushing,  Philo 
Orton,  Jehial  Moore,  Eliphalet  Day.  Chautauqua,  David  Eason,  William 
Peacock,  M.  Prendergast,  John  E.  Marshall  and  John  Scott.  The  election 
was  severely  contested,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  Tompkins  by  3,606 
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majority  in  the  state  over  VanRensselaer.  The  Republican  majority  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state  was  larg-e  ;  much  greater  tlian  in  any  other  portion. 
The  whole  number  of  votes  polled  in  Chautauqua  county  was  553,  of  which 
Tompkins  received  a  majority  of  57.  It  may  be  interestinor  to  know  the 
political  complexion  of  the  different  towns  of  the  county  at  the  time  of  the 
first  o^overnor  election  after  its  or<;anization.  The  town  of  Chautauqua  gave 
68  votes  for  \'anRensselacr  and  119  for  Tompkins.  Pomfret  100  for  \'an- 
Rensselacr  and  Si  for  Tompkins.  Kllicott,  31  for  \"anRensselaer  and  25  for 
Tompkins.  (icrr\-,  10  for  X'anRensselaer  and  1 7  \'otes  for  Tompkins.  Han- 
over, 39  votes  for  \'an Rensselaer  and  63  for  Tompkins. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

THK  WAR  CONTINUED. 

War,  War  is  still  the  cry,  '  War  even  to  the  knife.' 

—Childc  Harold 

AT  a  caticus  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  held  in  February,  1813, 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  again  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  gover- 
nor by  the  Republicans  and  Stephen  \'anRensselaer  by  the  Federa- 
lists. March  17th,  1S13,  another  UR-eting  of  the  delegates  of  the  friends  of 
Lil)ert\-,  Peace  and  Coinmerce was  held  in  Pomfret  of  which  Thomas 
Martin  was  chairman  and  Isaac  Pierce  secretary.  Jacob  Houghton  was 
nominated  to  the  assenil)!)'.  This  campaign  connnittee  was  appointed,  and 
we  ma\'  see  b\-  this  list  wlio  were  probabh'  active  Federalists  in  the  different 
towns.  CJiiudauijua,  Thomas  Prendergast,  Jabez  Hurlburt,  F.lisha  Wallis, 
James  Monlgomer\',  Da\  i(l  Iviton,  Asa  Hall,  Henry  Sartwell.  JCilicoN, 
Prendergast.  (irrr\\  ^Samuel  Sinclear,  Robert  \V.  wSeaver,  William  Devine, 
Abraham  Winsor.  PoDifn  t,  Orsamus  Holmes,  Elijah  Risley,  Jr.,  Ozias  Hart, 
Isaac  Pierce,  Thomas  Martin,  Andrew  Hates,  Rodolphus  Loomis.  Ilanoicr, 
John  \i.  Howard,  John  Mack,  Pethial  Willoughby,  (xuy  Webster,  Cushing 
Brownell,  Abel  Flint.  The  Republicans  of  this  assembly  district  met  in 
BulTalo  previous  to  the  April  election  and  nominated  Jonas  Williams  for  the 
assembly.  David  Eddy  was  chairman  of  this  convention,  and  John  Root 
secretary.  The  Republican  committee  for  Chautauqua  comity  was,  Pt))}i' 
fret,  Zattu  Cushing,  Philo  Orton,  Jehial  Moore,  Eliphalet  Day.  Chaittaitijua, 
David  Ivason,  William  Peacock,  M.  Prendergast,  John  E.  Marshall  and  Joliii 
Scott.    The  election  vv'as  severely  contested,  and  resulted  in  the  election  of 
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Tompkins  by  3,606  majority  in  the  state  over  VanRcnsselaer.  The  Repul> 
lican  majority  in  tlie  western  part  of  the  state  was  large  ;  mucli  ,^^rcatcr  than 
in  any  otlier  portion.  The  whole  nnnibcr  of  votes  polled  in  Chautauqua 
county  was  553,  of  which  Toini>kins  received  a  majority  of  57.  It  may  he 
interesting  to  know  the  political  complexion  of  the  different  towns  of  the 
county  at  the  time  of  the  first  governor  election  after  its  organization.  The 
town  of  Chautauqua  gave  6S  votes  for  VauRenssclaer  and  i  19  for  Tom])kins. 
Pomfret,  100  for  VauRenssclaer  and  81  for  Tompkins.  Ivllicott,  31  lor  \\'\u- 
Rcnsselaer  and  25  for  Tomi)kins.  Gerry,  10  votes  for  \'anRensselaer  and  17 
votes  for  Tompkins.  Hanover,  39  votes  for  VauRenssclaer  and  63  for 
Tompkins. 

The  campaign  of  1813  commenced  very  early.  The  people  of  the  west " 
were  anxious  to  regain  possession  of  Detroit  and  Michigan,  and  a  large  army 
under  General  Harrison  early  in  181 3  was  assembled  at  Sandusk\-  with  that 
object.  It  was  evident  however  early  in  the  war,  that  the  defense  of  the 
northern  border  of  the  United  States,  and  successful  operations  in  Canada, 
depended  upon  the  armed  force  that  should  control  the  great  lakes.  Com- 
modore Chauncey  with  great  exertions  had  built  and  equipped  a  squadron 
early  in  181 3  uj)on  Lake  Ontario  sufficient  to  compete  with  the  naval  force 
of  the  enemy.  This  enabled  General  Dearborn  to  lead  a  successful  expedition 
against  York,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  in  which  Gen.  Pike  was  killed, 
and  afterwards  to  capture  Fort  George. 

Although  the  soldiers  of  the  western  army  under  Harrison  conducfled 
themselves  with  bravery,  particularly  in  the  defence  of  F'ort  Stephenson 
under  Major  Croghan,  the  disaster  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  the  unfortunate 
attempt  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort  Meiggs,  prevented  the  accomplishment  of 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  called  into  the  field.  These  reverses  made 
still  more  apparent  the  necessity  of  having  an  armed  force  upon  Lake  Erie 
sufficient  to  control  that  lake  and  cooperate  with  General  Harrison.  Capt. 
O.  H.  Perry  was  sent  to  Erie  early  in  181 3  to  build  a  fleet  and  organize  a 
force  for  that  purpose.  On  his  way  he  stopped  at  Caj)t.  John  Mack's  tavern 
at  Cattaraugus.  He  was  accompanied  only  by  a  small  colored  boy,  and  Cap- 
tain Mack  drove  them  to  Erie  in  his  sleigh.  They  went  on  the  lake  which 
was  frozen  over.  They  were  obliged  to  drive  well  out  from  the  shore  the 
edge  of  the  ice-sheet  was  so  thin.  When  they  stopped  on  their  way  to  feed 
and  refresh  their  liorses  the  colored  boy  broke  a  place  in  the  ice  for  them  to 
drink.  Opposite  Erie  they  were  obliged  to  al)andon  their  sleigh  and  walked 
to  shore.  Captain  Mack  returned  to  Cattaraugus  on  horseback.  Perry  set 
about  his  work  with  great  diligence  and  energy.  In  June,  successfidly  evad- 
ing the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  he  brought  into  I\rie  harbor  from  the  outlet 
of  Lake  Erie  five  small  vessels  to  make  part  of  his  fleet.  The  only  armed 
vessels  that  the  Americans  had  before  on  Lake  Erie  was  the  Adams,  a  brig 
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of  150  tons,  later  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  Britisli  had  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte, a  ship  of  300  or  400  tons  with  17  ^uns.  Captain  Finnis,the  Lady  Prov- 
ost, a  schooner  of  200  tons  with  13  guns,  the  brig  Hunter  of  10  guns,  and 
several  smaller  vessels. 

Chautauqua  was  now  sufTiciently  near  the  scene  of  military  operations 
that  sounds  and  even  sights  of  war  were  not  unfamiliar  to  the  people  of  the 
northern  portion  of  the  county.  Peacock  wrote  to  Ellicott  from  Mayville, 
May  2S,  1S13  :  We  have  heard  a  tremendous  cannonading  some  where 
last  night  and  this  morning,  and  judge  it  must  have  been  at  lUiflalo  or  in 
tliat  quarter  from  tlie  circumstance  of  the  wind  blowing  from  the  north.  We 
couhl  hear  the  re])(>rt  of  tlie  guns  distinc^ll)-  and  counted  upwards  of  60. 
They  launched  one  of  the  brigs  at  Erie  last  Monday,  and  the  other  one  will 
be  launched  next  Monday.  In  three  weeks  from  that  time  they  will  be  fit 
for  the  sea.  (Yesterday  three  I^ritisli  vessels  passed  down  the  lake  in  sight 
of  Portland,  and  from  their  sailing  down  should  judge  they  have  raised  the 
siege  of  I'ort  Meigg's.)''  July  2,  300  soldiers  passed  the  Cross  Roads  on 
their  wa\'  to  PufTalo.  The\'  were  nood  lookin^f  men,  all  in  uniform  and  com- 
pletely  equipped.  During  the  summer  British  vessels  were  cruising  the  lake, 
occasionally  lo(>king  into  Brie  harbor  where  Perry  was  building  his  fleet, 
chasing  or  capturing  such  small  craft  as  ventured  upon  the  lake,  and  com- 
mitting depredations  along  the  American  shore.  The  Queen  Charlotte  was 
the  most  familiar  and  the  most  dreaded  of  these  vessels.  She  was  a  scourge 
to  tlie  American  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  borders  of  the  lake.  vShe  moved 
along  the  counties  of  ICrie  and  Chautauqua,  making  frequent  descents  to  plun- 
der the  inliabitants.  The  l)oat  of  Captain  Harman  was  driven  into  tlie 
mouth  of  Cattarauj^us  creek  by  the  (Jueen  Charh>tte  and  Hunter.  They 
fired  upon  his  Ijoat  but  did  no  damage.  They  also  sent  a  boat  armed  with  a 
howitzer  a  sliort  distance  up  the  creek  in  pursuit  of  Capt.  Harmon's  transport 
winch  returned  after  firing  a  few  rounds  which  compelled  the  removal  of 
Capt.  ^Nlack  and  his  family  from  the  tavern.  Several  of  the  cannon  balls 
were  found  upon  the  shore.  The  Indians  of  the  Cattaraugus  reservation 
prompt!)-  came  well  armed  in  response  to  the  call  for  their  assistance.  They 
posted  themselves  on  both  sides  of  the  creek  to  dispute  the  landing  of  the 
Britisli.  Xo  further  attempt  to  land  was  made,  to  tlie  great  disappointment 
of  the  Indians. 

The  Indians  of  the  Cattaraugus  reservation  had  now  demonstrated  in  a 
practical  manner  their  friendshi])  to  the  United  States.  July  25th  of  this 
year  a  council  w.is  held  by  Erastus  Granger,  the  Indian  agent,  with  the 
Indians  of  western  New  York  at  Buffalo.  It  was  attended  1)y  the  most 
famous  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations.  Fanner's  lirother,  or  Ho-na-ye-wa-so  opened 
the  council  in  a  speech  in  which  he  said  it  was  a  question  of  war  or  peace. 
Red  Jiicket  tollowed,  and  s])oke  in  behalf  of  the  vSenecas,  and  said  that  they 
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would  adhere  to  tlie  United  States,  and  that  the  Indians  of  Buffalo  would 
furnish  162  warriors.  A  Cattaraugus  chief  spoke  thus  for  the  Indians  of 
Cattaraugus. 

"  Brothkr  : — You  will  hear  what  the  Senecas  and  Dclawarcs  from  Cat- 
taraugus have  to  say.  \Vc  have  alway  s  been  ready  to  assist  in  defending 
your  boats  upon  the  lake.  We  are  not  deceitful.  We  hope  you  will  not  sus- 
pect us  of  any  want  of  friendship  to  you.  We  of  Cattaraugus  uuder  Captain 
Half-Town  have  been  for  some  time  in  your  service  watching  at  the  mouth 
of  Cattaraugus  creek.  You  will  hear  how  many  we  have  turned  out  from 
our  village  including  Delawares.  The  number  is  21.  If  we  hear  you  are  in 
danger  we  will  rise  from  our  seats  and  come  forward  to  your  defence.  We 
expect  to  add  to  our  numbers  when  we  return  home  and  let  our  young  men 
know.  We  shall  continue  to  protect  your  boats  as  they  go  up  the  lake,  and 
we  wish  to  know  if  we  shall  be  paid  for  this." 

John  Sky  also  addressed  the  council.  Captain  Shongo  promised  11  war- 
riors from  his  village  on  the  Genesee.  Cornplanter  spoke  for  the  Indians  of 
the  Allegany.  There  were  7  men  from  his  village  to  join  the  American 
forces.  These  he  addressed  in  the  Indian  language.  He  then  turned  to  Gran- 
ger and  said  that  in  case  of  danger  his  village  would  turn  out  more.  He 
said  *'do  not  let  your  taverns  suj)ply  our  warriors  with  spirituous  li(pior/' 
and  expressed  solicitude  that  some  compensation  should  be  paid  to  the  fam- 
ilies of  those  who  sliotdd  fall  in  the  war.  Red  Jacket  again  followed,  saying 
that  he  hoped  that  if  any  of  the  Canadian  Ijranch  of  their  people  except  the 
Mohawks  should  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Americans  that  tliey  would  treat 
them  well,  and  deliver  them  up  to  his  Indians.  Farmer's  lirother,  tlien  over 
80  years  of  age,  led  the  Indians  that  volunteered  against  the  English.  They 
fought  well.  They  showed  no  dispositiou  to  commit  cruelties  on  the  field 
of  battle,  and  offered  no  abuse  to  the  prisoners  captured  during  the  war. 

The  Queen  Charlotte  continued  to  hover  along  the  coast  of  the  county 
during  the  summer.  She  most  frequently  plundered  the  inhabitants  of  ICric 
county,  at  or  near  Eighteen-mile  creek.  La\  \s  tavern,  a  well  known  house 
of  entertainment  near  the  lake  shore,  was  at  one  time  ri{led.  The  American 
commander  remonstrated,  and  the  British  ordered  the  goods  U)  be  restored. 
They  were  placed  in  boxes,  and  put  on  board  that  vessel  which  first  put  in 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  creek  but  landed  no  goods.  vShe  then  came 
to  the  Canadaway,  and  sent  a  boat  ashore  manned  by  13  men  commanded  by 
a  lieutenant,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  under  pretence  of  returning  the  goods,  1)ut 
probably  with  the  sole  purpose  of  taking  such  property  as  should  be  found. 
Judge  Cushing  and  one  of  his  neighbors  was  at  the  mouth  of  tlie  creek  with 
his  ox  team  for  a  load  of  salt,  which  he  had  stored  in  an  old  log  house.  He 
had  loaded  his  salt  when  the  British  landed.  He  immediately  sent  his  compan- 
ion to  notify  the  inhabitants,  and  managed  to  entertain  and  detain  the  lieu- 
tenant until  the  people  rallied.    They  fired  upon  the  red  coats  and  wounded 
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one  of  the  sailors.  The  men  all  deserted  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
Frenchman.  One  account  sa\-s  7  men  deserted,  and  that  an  old  ne<;ro  was 
left  behind  with  the  lieutenant.  Jud<2;e  Gushing  offered  to  help  row  the 
ofhcer  Ixick  to  the  ship,  if  he  would  pledjj^e  his  honor  as  a  British  officer  that 
he  should  safely  return.  This  the  licTitcnant  declined  to  do,  and  rowed  him- 
.self  back  to  the  ship  as  best  he  could.  The  deserters  "  took  to  the  woods," 
but  were  ap[>rehen(le('  the  next  day  and  taken  to  Erie.  After  this  aflair 
the  Oueen  Charlotte  n;oved  up  the  lake. 

Vcvry  during;  the  spriui;-  and  summer  of  1813  had  been  building  and  pre- 
])aring  his  lleet  for  sl  r\-ice  in  ICrie  harbor  ;  collecting  stores,  and  recruiting 
men,  of  which  there  was  a  great  deficiency.  V>y  great  exertion  he  got  his 
fleet  read)-  to  sail  August  ist,  and  it  passed  over  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  August  4th.  Hearing  that  Lieutenant  Elliott  was  at  Cattarau- 
gus with  ;d)out  90  sailors,  he  d^\spatched  a  vessel  there  and  having  received 
this  reinforcement,  he  set  sail  to  offer  battle  to  the  enemy.  September  loth 
he  gained  a  decisive  vicl:ory  over  the  British  fleet,  and  his  viclorious  pennon 
now  lloated  over  Lake  Erie,  giving  the  Americans  its  absolute  control  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war,  o]:)ening  the  way  for  the  recovery  of  all  that  they 
had  lost  in  the  West  b\'  the*  surrender  of  Hull.  This  vicl:ory  was  prompth' 
followed  up  by  General  Harrison,  and  resulted  in  the  complete  overthrow  of 
the  British  and  Indians  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames  and  the  death  ofTecuni- 
seh.  Chautaucpui  county  responded  to  Perry's  request  for  help,  and  some  of 
its  citizens  participated  in  the  battle.  Abner  Williams  of  Fredonia,  son  of 
Richard  Williams,  was  a  \  (jlunteer  on  board  of  the  Lawrence,  and  was  killled. 
His  bod)'  was  thrown  int(j  the  lake  during  the  battle,  as  were  all  others  who 
were  killed.  A  )'oung  man  named  (Goodrich,  residing  in  Sinclairville,  read 
Perr)-'s  call  for  men,  at  night  and  started  the  next  morning  to  enlist.  He 
partici])ated  in  the  battle,  served  creditably,  and  was  honorabh'  discharged 
soon  after,  with  his  hearing  impaired  by  the  cannonading,  and  was  rewarded 
with  a  medal  for  his  good  conducl;. 

A  part  of  the  force  ca])tured  by  Perry  werej,sent  by  land  under  guard 
from  P>ie  to  Buffalo.  In  pas>ing  tlirough  Chautauqua  county  they  were 
sometimes  halted  on  their  nuirch  for  refreshment  or  a  night's  rest.  The 
lieutenant,  who  a  few  .nonths  before  had  landed  with  a  flag  of  truce  at  Can- 
adaway  creek,  was  kept  as  a  prisoner  of  war  over  night  at  Richard  William's 
log  tavern  on  the  West  Hill  at  P^'redonia.  He  inquired  for  the  man  who  was 
with  the  ox-team  on  that  occasion  and  was  told  it  was  Judge  Cushing.  He 
said  that  Mr.  Cushing  was  too  long-headed  for  him  ;  that  he  intended  to  have 
taken  hiui  a  prisoner  and  to  have  seized  the  salt  of  which  they  were  in  great 
need,  l)ut  that  tlie  J\id_L:e  dela)  ed  tlu-'Ui  b\-  his  pleasant  conversation  and  by 
various-  de\'ices  until  hi-,  forces  arrived." — (O.  W.  Johnson.) 

Word  was  sent  in  a<l\ance  to  Captain  Mack  that  the  American  officers 
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and  their  prisoners  would  dine  at  his  tavern  on  their  march  eastward.  Great 
preparations  were  made  to  receive  them.  "  Tlie  dinin.i^  room  was  trimmed 
with  pine  and  everL;;reen  boui^lis  from  tlie  surronndim^  forest,  the  tables  were 
loaded  with  steamin<;  leaves  of  brown  bread  and  haunches  of  venison.  Cap- 
tain Mack  carved  the  meat  at  the  head  of  the  low^  table,  and  the  ])rincipal 
American  officer  was  seated  at  the  o])posite  end.  The  other  American  and 
British  officers  were  seated  around  it.  Amon^i;'  the  hand)'  and  comely  maid- 
ens who  had  l^een  summoned  from  all  the  back  woods  around  to  assist  on 
this  occasion,  was  Sophronia  Gates,  who  lived  alone  with  her  fatlierin  a  little 
loc^house  upon  the  shore  of  the  lake  near  the  mouth  of  the  liiLC-sister  creek  a 
few  miles  from  An_^ola.  A  few  montlis  before  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of 
two  men,  sent  ashore  from  the  Oueen  Charlotte,  laiuled  near  the  old  man's 
lo,L,diouse,  and,  as  a  poor  re\'eni;e  for  some  disrespeolful  and  bitter  lan_!^uai;e 
used  by  her  when  they  were  ransackiu^i;-  the  cabin,  forcibly  carried  the  old 
inan  to  the  boat  notwithstanding;  a  s})irited  resistance  on  her  part.  The  old 
gentleman  was  taken  on  board  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  was  put  ashore  at 
Chadwick's  Bay  (Dunkirk.)  The  next  da\-  at  dusk  he  arrived  at  lack's  tav- 
ern, rai^i^ed,  weary  and  footsore,  and  there  found  Sophronia  who  had  sought 
an  asylum  there. 

While  the  dinner  was  in  progress  at  Captain  ]\Iack\s  tavern,  and  all  were 
enjoying  the  bancjuet,  the  jM'isoners  as  merry  as  their  capt(jrs,  the  sharp  e\'es 
of  Sophronia  discovered  the  British  officer  who  had  abducted  her  father.  As 
his  eyes  met  hers  in  recognition  a  crimson  flush  suffused  his  face,  and 
Sophronia  saw  that  her  hour  of  triufhph  had  come.  "  vSo  the  tables  are  turned 
Mr.  Officer,"  she  said  in  a  high  and  penetrating  tone,  pointing  her  finger 
scornfully  at  him.  The  talking  ceased,  and  she  proceeded  to  relate  to  the 
surprised  and  interested  audience  in  caustic  and  contemptuous  language  the 
story  of  the  abduction  of  her  father.  She  praised  the  officer  for  his  bravery 
in  kidnapping  a  feeble  old  man,  and  mockingly  called  him  *'ahero,"  and 
told  him  "  a  petticoat  would  become  him  better  than  brass  buttons  and  gold 
braid."  Great  applause  greeted  her  speech,  and  the  room  rung  with  laugh- 
ter. The  officer  made  a  feeble  attempt  to  be  amused  at  her  sally,  but  it  was 
a  failure.  Ilis  crimson  fiice  too  plainly  showed  his  discomfiture.  The  jokes 
of  his  American  entertainers  and  the  merriment  of  his  British  friends  were 
too  much  for  him.  He  gave  a  longing,  lingering  look  at  his  plate  of  savory 
venison,  rose  from  the  table  cUid  cpiietly  ''tiptoed"  out  amiilst  shouts  of 
laughter  from  his  brother  officers,  and  Yankee  captors.'^ 

Perry's  victory  over  the  British  fleet  allayed  all  fears  of)  the  peo])le  of 
further  incursions  of  the  enemy  from  the  lake.  Hardly  had  the  rejoicing 
ceased  over  the  brilliant  achievement  however,  when  a  new  peril  threatened 
the  county.    P^ort  George,  at  the  mouth  of  Niagara  river  on  the  Canada  side, 

•An  authentic  incident,  from  a  sketch  by  Gertrude  K.  Allen,  of  nuffhlo,  a  decendant  of  Capt.  John  Mack. 
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early  in  the  year  1813  had  been  captured  by  General  Dearborn.  During  the 
fall  the  principal  part  of  the  army  of  the  center  had  been  withdrawn,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  General  Wilkenson  to  take  part  in  an  expedi- 
tion against  Montreal  in  Lower  Canada,  leaving  an  inadequate  force  to 
defend  the  Niagara  frontier.  Cicn.  (icorge  McClure  of  Steuben  county,  who 
was  in  command  there,  being  dc])rivcd  of  the  greater  part  of  his  force  by  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service,  and  being  unable  to  obtain  volunteers,  was 
left  witli  only  a  handful  of  regulars.,  The  greatly  superior  num1)er  of  the 
enemy  compelled  liim  about  tlie  loth  of  December  to  evacuate  Fort  George, 
the  only  foothold  the  Americans  possessed  in  this  part  of  Canada.  Previous  to 
doing  so,  with  the  alleged  purpose  of  depriving  the  armed  forces  of  the  enemy 
of  shelter  during  the  winter,  he  burned  every  house  in  the  neighboring  Cana- 
dian village  of  Newark,  uow  Niagara  village,  turning  400  people  houseless 
into  the  snow.  This  rash  and  wanton  act  met  unqualified  disapproval  every- 
where, and  was  the  cause  of  a  more  serious  calamity  than  had  yet  befallen 
the  people  of  the  Holland  Purchase.  It  incited  retaliatory  acts,  which,  by 
reason  of  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  frontier,  the  large  force  of  Ikitish 
and  Indians  assembled  there  were  enabled  fully  to  carry  out.  McClure  left 
a  garrison  of  160  men  at  For-t  Niagara  and  a  few  troops  at  Lewiston  and 
Schlosser,  and  hastened  to  gather  a  force  to  defend  the  magazines  at  Black 
Rock  and  BulTalo. 

I>efore  the  ])reak  of  day  on  the  19th  of  Deceuiber  a  force  of  liritish  and 
Indians  under  Colonel  Murray  crossed  the  river  between  P'ort  Niagara  and 
Lewiston.  The  main  body  proceeded  dawn  tlie  river,  surprised  and  captured 
Fort  Niagara,  and  put  about  So  of  the  garrison  to  the  sword.  They  also 
burned  the  village  of  Voungslown  near  the  fort.  The  remainder  of  the 
British  forces  proceetled  south  to  Lewiston  which  the\' surprised.  They  shot 
down  fleeing  inhabitants  and  burned  and  plundered  the  town.  Being  rein- 
forced they  commenced  their  advance  up  the  river  towards  Niagara  P'alls  ; 
but  were  braveh'  opposed  by  a  handful  of  men  under  ^lajor  Mallory  who  was 
stationed  at  Schlosser.  He  slowh'  retreated  up  the  river,  occasionally  turn- 
ing upon  his  pursuers,  and  fighting  their  advanced  guard.  At  Niagara  Falls 
the  enemy  burned  the  .town  of  Manchester.  The  Indians  continued  the 
advance,  burning  and  pillaging  as  far  south  as  the  Tonawanda  creek,  nine  or 
ten  miles  north  of  Buflalo,  where  they  gave  up  the  pursuit  in  that  direction. 
In  the  mean  time  tlie  inhabitants  along  the  Niagara  river  below  the  Tona- 
wanda creek  were  fieeing  fn>m  the  torch  and  tomahawk  of  the  Indian  in  the 
greatest  confr.sion.  The  riilge  road  leading  east  from  Lewiston  was  crowded 
with  fu.^itix'es,  men,  women  and  children  seeking  an  asylum  eastward.  The 
village  of  the  Tuscarora  Indians  was  destro)-ed  b\'  fire,  and  a  few  da\-s  later, 
the  habitations  along  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  for  18  n.iiles  were 
burned  by  the  enemy.    Many  defenceless  people  of  Niagara  county  were 
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killed,  and  many  more  made  houseless  by  the  torch  of  the  enemy.  News  of 
these  baibarities  spread  like  wild  fire,  carry in^^  consternation  over  the  Hol- 
land Purchase.  It  became  known  that  the  I>ritish  to  further  retaliate  for  the 
burning  of  Newark  contemplated  the  destruction  of  Black  Rock  and  I^uffalo. 
General  McClure  after  the  evacuation  of  Port  Georj^^e  had  established  him- 
self at  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock.  Soon  afterwards  he  repaired  to  Batavia,  28 
miles  east  of  Buffalo,  with  all  the  rejrulars,  consisting  of  about  80  men  under 
lieutenant  Riddle,  ostensibly  to  prepare  a  defence  for  the  public  arsenals  at 
that  place.  General  Hall  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  invasion  of  Niagara 
county  below  the  Falls,  began  to  assemble  militia  and  volunteers  at  I>ata\  ia 
and  to  organize  and  arm  them.  December  28th  he  marched  from  Piatavia 
with  his  force  and  arrived  at  Buffalo  on  the  26th,  wliere  he  found  a  body  of 
irregular  disorganized  troo})s.  About  the  middle  of  December  the  militia  of 
Chautau([ua  county  had  l)ecn  called  out  by  Governor  Tompkins  to  assist  in 
repelling  the  attack  upon  Buflalo,  that  it  was  feared  was  to  be  made.  They 
numbered  about  400  effective  men,  constituting  the  162  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Col.  John  McMahan,  Majors  William  Prendergast  and  Isaac 
Barnes.  They  were  required  to  rendezvous  at  the  Cross  Roads  and  thence 
march  to  Buffalo.  The  regiment  promptly  obeyed  the  call.  It  contained  a 
greater  portion  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county,  for  it  had  not  then  a 
population  equal  to  that  of  Pomfret  at  the  present  time.  The  soldiers  gen- 
erally had  families  and  were  all  poor  men.  They  lived  in  log  houses  in  small 
clearings  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  They  had  but  a  little  surplus  of 
of  food  for  their  families,  or  forage  for  their  stock.  The  short  notice  that 
they  received  gave  them  little  time  to  prepare  for  departure,  and  they  left 
often  only  the  wife  and  children  to  prepare  the  firewood  and  cut  browse  for 
their  cattle.  Their  poverty  and  the  inclement  season  were  even  more 
formidable  foes  to  them  than  those  they  were  going  out  to  meet.  They 
marched  in  that  winter  month  without  blankets,  knapsacks,  tents,  rations  or 
camp-equipage,  and  suffered  much  from  hunger  and  cold.  They  arrived  at 
Buffalo  on  the  29th,  increasing  the  force  of  General  Hall  to  2,011  men.  The 
Chautauqua  troops  were  quartered  in  log  huts  a  little  easterly  of  the  village 
of  Buffalo. 

Near  midnight  on  the  30th  of  December  i\iformatiou  was  received  at  liuf- 
falo  that  P^ritish  troops  had  crossed  the  Niagara  at  the  head  of  Grand  Island, 
landed,  and  taken  possession  of  the  battery  ot  Lower  Black  Rock.  Gen.  Hall 
immediately  paraded  his  troops  and  ordered  a  force  to  dislodge  them.  The 
attack  was  made  under  great  disadvantages  and  failed,  and  the  entire  attack- 
ing party  dispersed.  A  second  attempt  made  soon  ctfter  by  a  small  corps  led 
by  Col.  Chapin  and  Adams  had  a  like  result.  The  efforts  to  stay  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  were  not  made  by  Gen.  HalPs  command  in  force,  but  by  small 
parties  of  militia,  and  all  without  success. 


236 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


The  force  landed  at  Black  Rock  constituted  the  enemy's  left  win^^,  and 
consisted,  it  is  claimed,  of  about  1,000  rej^ulars,  militia  and  Indians.  Mean- 
time the  Chautau(|ma  rej^nment  was  paraded  under  arms  as  a  reserve  in  front 
of  Pomeroy's  tavern,  where  they  distincl:ly  heard  the  firin^i^  durinj^  the  nij^ht. 
So  deficient  were  the  su])plies  of  ammunition,  that  the  i^reater  part  of  tlie 
carlrid,i;L's  were  distributed  to  Col.  McMahan's  re.t^inient  after  it  was  ])ara(led. 
A1)<>nt  four  o'clock  in  tlie  mornini;-  of  the  31st,  the  re,L^iment  marched  toward 
tlie  scene  ofacliou.  ( )n  its  wa}-,  it  is  said,  it  was  met  by  (icn.  Hall  and  liis 
staff,  wlio  were  returniniLi  to  lluffalo  from  lilack  Rock.  'I'lie  rej^inient  halted 
and  a  hurried  consult;ition  in  an  undertone  occurred  between  Oen.  Ilall  and 
Col.  McMahan.  The  General  u;)on  leavinj^  said  sufficiently  loud  to  be  heard 
Ijy  the  re;^iment  :  Colonel,  do  \-our  dut\',  but  if  \'ou  must  retreat  rendez- 
\-ons  at  Miller's."  This  was  construed  b\'  the  men  to  mean  that  the  contest 
was  hel])less.  The  re\i^iment,  which  had  been  previously  marchiuf^  with  a 
<;ood  dej:iree  of  enthusiasm,  lost  faith  in  the  result  and  consequently  their 
ardor.  The  re<^iuient  1  larched  to  Black  Rock  and  were  stationed  o|)posite 
the  ferry  in  the  rear  of  .he  battery.  As  the  day  dawned  a  detachment  of  the 
enem\-'s  boats  filled  with  soldiers  were  seen  to  lea\'e  the  Canadian  shore,  and 
bend  their  course  to  a  point  near  the  house  of  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter.  This 
constitu.ted  tlie  enem\-\s  center,  and  consisted,  it  was  supposed,  of  about  400 
rej^ular  soldiers,  principall\'  Ro)'al  Scots  u.nder  Col.  Gordon.  The  ri*;ht  win;^, 
composed  of  a  small  force,  was  landed  at  the  main  battery,  and  was  desij^ned 
merely  as  a  diversion.  The  whole  force  of  the  I^ritish  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Col.  Drumniond,  and  led  by  Major  General  Rial.  The  land- 
in<^  of  the  boats  and  the  adx  ance  of  the  enemy  u[)on  liufTalo  was  opposed  by 
a  battery  of  four  pieces  and  a  force' of  militia  under  Gen.  IMakeslee.  The 
enemy's  battery  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  shells, 
hot  shot  and  balls.  C)ne  of  the  enemy's  boats  it  is  said  was  struck  by  a  can- 
non ball,  and  sunk  with  the  hostile  freight.    They  however  effected  a  land- 

About  daybreak  the  Chautauqua  re^^iment  had  proceeded  down  the  river 
nearly  a  half  a  mile,  near  to  tlie  residence  of  General  Porter,  where,  after  a 
sharp  contest  with  the  enemy  in  force,  they  broke  as  the  body  of  the  militia 
had  done  before.  Some  fled  disf^racefullv,  while  others  behaved  well  and  tried 
to  rail)-  the  men.  A  retreat  by  the  road  by  which  they  had  come  from  I^uf- 
falo  to  the  ferry  haviui:^  been  cut  off  by  a  British  force  posted  alont^  the  route, 
they  were  compelled  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  their  front  to  fly  to  tlie 
woods  in  their  rear.  ThnniL^h  the  woods  a  ])orti()n  of  the  Chautau(iua  re!L>i- 
ment,  as  well  as  otlier  portions  of  the  American  force,  fled  precipitatel\', 
closel\-  followed  by  the  Indians  who  filled  the  woods  and  killed  and  scalped 
many  of  tlie  fiyin^  troops.  The  militia  continued  their  fli<^dit  until  they 
reached  the  main  road,  some  at  BulTalo,  and  others  at  various  points  for  a 
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distance  of  several  miles  eastward  towards  I>atavia.  The  <^reater  part  of  the 
retreatin;^  force,  includinj^  a  i)rincii)al  portion  of  the  Chantancjna  militia,  did 
not  stop,  but  continued  their  flij^dit  initil  they  reached  their  homes.  The  citi- 
zens of  HulTalo  early  in  the  mornin<^  had  learned  that  the  ill  manaj^ed  defence 
promised  to  be  a  failure.  In  terror  and  disma\'  they  hastily  abandoned  their 
dwellini^s  and  fled  in  the  greatest  confusion.  The  Buffalo  road  was  crowded 
with  fu.i^itives.  Half-clad  women  and  children,  the  af::^ed,  infirm  and 
wounded,  sometimes  in  sleighs  or  oxsleds,  but  more  often  on  foot,  wading 
weary  miles  through  the  snow  to  seek  a  place  of  safety.  I>atavia  was  a  prin- 
cipal haven  of  rest  east  of  Buffalo.  Other  roads  leading  from  liuffalo  away 
from  the  enemy  presented  like  scenes  of  confusion,  and  were  filled  with 
crowds  of  terror-stricken  people  fleeing  from  the  rifle  and  tomahawk. 
Towards  noon  on  the  31st  the  invaders  entered  I>ufralo  and  set  fire  to  the 
village  ;  all  the  houses  were  burned  that  day  except  five.  Mrs.  vSt.  John 
remained  in  her  house  and  was  allowed  protection  to  herself  and  her  property. 
Mrs.  Lovejoy  attempted  to  occupy  her's  also,  but  imprudently  fell  into  some 
altercation  with  the  Indians,  was  stabbed,  and  her  body  thrown  into  the  street. 
At  three  o'clock  the  village  was  evacuated  1)\"  the  British  who  mox'ed  down 
the  river  to  Black  Rock,  and  thence  crossed  into  Canada.  Januarx'  first,  1S14, 
no  enemy  remained  and  all  was  quiet.  The  site  of  Buffalo  was  but  a  scene 
of  desolation.  January  2nd,  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  returned  and  burned 
all  the  remaining  houses  but  Mrs.  St.  John's  and  Reeve's  blacksmith  shop. 

It  is  true  that  the  battle  of  Buffalo  was  disgraceful  to  the  militia  called 
out  in  its  defence.  I>ut  to  their  personal  cowardice  is  not  to  be  ascribed  its 
disastrous  results.  The  character  of  the  men  forbids  such  a  suj)i)Osition. 
They  were  as  a  whole  resolute  men,  accustomed  to  the  perils  of  frontier  life, 
and  their  conducl:  for  fortitude  and  courage  compared  favorably  with  other 
people  of  pioneer  communities.  Their  timidity  on  this  occasion  was  undoubt- 
ecly  partly  due  to  the  circumstance  that  their  lives  had  been  spent  in  peace- 
ful ])ursuits,  l)ut  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  fad  that  they  were  without  military 
instruction  except  such  as  they  had  received  at  back-wo(  ds  musters.  They 
had  never  been  subjected  to  military  discipline,  were  imperfectly  organized 
and  armed,  and  actualh*  suffering  from  cold  and  want  of  f(K)d.  They  were 
hurried  into  battle,  almost  as  soon  as  they  reached  the  scene  of  action,  against 
a  well-drilled  and  wcll-oflTicered  enemy.  Their  officers  were  without  military 
knowledge  or  experience,  which  was  apparent  at  the  beginning  to  the  rank 
and  file.  Conscious  of  these  imperfections,  the  men  had  no  faith,  in  the  abil- 
ity of  the  oflPicers  to  lead  them,  or  in  themselves  to  successfully  resist  the 
enemy  ;  they  saw  nothing  that  they  could  accomplish  but  to  secure  their 
safety  in  flight. 

The  conduct  of  the  militia  from  Chautauqua  county  on  this  occasion  is 
not  justly  subject  to  more  censure  than  is  that  from  other  parts  of  the  Holland 
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Purchase.  A  portion  did  not  return  to  tlieir  liomes,  as  nearly  all  of  the 
militia  from  other  counties  did.  They  remained  quartered  for  several  weeks 
at  Miller's  tavern  about  two  miles  east  of  BufTalo.  Colonel  'Mc!\Iahan  did 
all  in  his  power  to  reassemble  the  remainder;  he  sent  out  men  to  bring  them 
back  to  headquarters  with  some  degree  of  success.  The  presence  at  home  of 
those  who  did  not  return  was  actuall)'  necessary  to  keep  their  families  from 
star\'atiou.  The  loss  that  Chautaucpia  count)'  sustained  was  also  severe  com- 
pared with  that  of  tlie  wliolc  force  engaged. 

James  Hrackett,  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  bar  in  the  county,  was 
killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians  during  the  retreat  from  Hlack  Rock.  Joseph 
Frank  of  Ihisti  was  sliot  through  the  head  and  scalped,  and  his  body  buried 
in  a  common  grave  with  others  and  never  brought  home.  "  William  Smiley 
from  Hllery,  Pease  and  Lewis  from  Pomfret,  Aaron  Nash  and  Mr.  Pover  and 
Ilubbard  from  IIano\-er,  with  sex'eral  others  shared  the  same  fate.  Major 
Preudergast  had  several  balls  shot  tlirough  his  hat  and  clothes  and  narrowly 
escaped  with  his  life.  Captain  vSilsby  was  severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder, 
and  Lieutenant  h\>rbes  had  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded  of  tlie  21  men 
under  his  command.  ( )f  tlie^killed  tlie  bodies  of  tliose  wliich  were  found 
wt're  ])urit'd  in  a  common  gra\e  near  tlie  road  leading  fiom  Hidfalo  to  Plack 
pock  into  which  Si)  were  promiscuously  thnjwn.  They  were  afterwards  dis- 
inh  i  led,  and  ni.my  of  them  claimed  their  relali\'es  and  taken  awa\'  to  be 
buried  near  their  homes  the\-  had  laid  down  their  lives  to  jnotect.  The  bod- 
ies of  scNi  ial  oth.ers,  killed  on  tlieir  retreat  through  the  woods  and  scalped 
by  the  Indians,  were  found  during  the  winter  and  spring,  and  committed  to 
the  earth."  (Warren.)  These  residents  of  Chautaucpia  county  were  made 
prisoners.  iM'iend  Johnson  and  (  )liver  Stetson  of  Chautau(pia,  Kn.sign  Wil- 
liam Martin  of  I^llicott,  Daniel  C.  (lould  and  Daniel  vS.  Cole  of  Pomfret. 

Although  Chaulauipia  c<junt\'  was  not  invaded  and  desolated  like  the 
c<-)unt\'  bordering  on  the  Niagara,  its  j)eople  made  great  sacrifices  in  the 
meantime.  An  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  Judge  I'oote  1)\AVilliam  Rus- 
sell, a  Sergeant  in  Captain  vSilsl)y\s  company,  will  serve  to  show  the  pri\'a- 
tions  and  hardships  the  settlers  in  Chautaucpia  in  many  instances  suffered  in 
assisting  in  this  iutile  effort  to  defend  the  frontier.  He  sa\'s  that  iqxju  his 
return  home  after  the  battle  of  Puffalo  : 

M\-  wife  and  children  met  me  at  the  gate  to  welcome  me  in,  and  said, 
* \on  will  not  ;.^o  back  a;^.iin?'  I  told  her  I  should,  the  das"  afler  to-nioirow 
(the  ^^1(1  ot' JannaiA- )  and  thai  I  ha<l  the  promise  of  being  discharged  in  a  few 
days.  (  )n  the  oil.  day  I  returne<l  to  Pulfilo  witli  what  deserters  I  could  find, 
about  tc-n.  We  wei\  in  sea>on  to  help  gather  and  bur\'  the(K'a(l.  I  returned 
home  '  he  last  week  in  I'ebi  nary  or  the  lirst  in  March.  I  found  two  <jf  my  cows 
h-in;;  'lead,  lia\  iugdied  of  starvation.  Isaac  Young  had  brought  my  wife  a 
])eck  of  must\-  meal.  She  b(jiled  a  quait  into  mush  and  fed  it  to  one  cow  at 
night,  and  another  quart  the  next  morning  ;  but  it  did  not  save  her  life. 
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Young-  promised  licr  a  peck  of  conrper  week  until  I  returned  lionie — a  small 
allowance  for  her  and  six  children.  She  proceeded  to  <;et  s\ij)jxT.  There  was 
a  little  meat,  but  no  bread  except  a  little  piece  of  johnny-cake.  I  said  '  boil 
some  potatoes  ;  '  but  there  was  not  one  left  ;  all  had  been  fed  to  the  cows  to 
save  their  lives,  but  they  died.  P»ed  time  came  ;  when  she  said,  *  we  will  fix 
for  bed  ;  1  suppose  you  have  got  seasoned  to  lying  on  the  lloor.'  '  Yes.'  I 
replied,  and  on  the  ground  too.'  She  swept  the  floor,  and  brought  on  the 
bed.  I  told  her  to  bring  on  the  straw  bed.  She  said  there  had  been  no 
straw  in  the  tick  for  three  weeks  ;  it  had  all  been  fed  to  the  cows.'' 

Mr.  Russell  returned  and  assisted  in  burying  the  dead.  Tie  says:  "We 
dug  two  holes,  in  one  we  put  20  of  the  dead,  in  the  other  22.  Among  those 
I  knew  was  Dennis  Brackett,  young  vSmiley  and  young  Frank.  Friends  of 
the  slain  would  take  something  home  to  their  relatives  as  a  memento.  Some 
would  cut  ofT  a  lock  of  hair,  some  would  take  a  l)osom  ])in  and  some  a  button. 
Amos  liird  took  young  Frank's  neck  handkerchief  t()  his  friends." 

It  is  difiicult  to  realize  what  a  scene  of  ruin  the  frontier  presented  after  the 
invasion.  The  settlements  of  a  country  40  miles  scpiare  with  more  than 
12,000  inhabitants  were  practically  broken  up.  This  gra])hic  description  of 
the  desolation  of  this  region  is  from  Turner's  History  of  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase. 

I)a\  s  and  weeks  of  desertion,  stillness  and  desolation  "succeeded.  The 
villages  of  P>uffalo,  P)lack  Rock,  Niagara  Falls,  Lewiston  and  Yomigstown, 
and  the  farm  houses  and  other  tenements  that  intervened,  presented  but  one 
extended  scene  of  ruin  and  devastation.  Mr.  James  Sloan,  a  resident  of 
lilack  Rock,  an  active  participator  in  many  of  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  war 
of  1 81 2.  says,  that  a  few  da>s  after  the  evacuation  of  Ihiffalo,  himself  and 
Judge  Wilkeson,  jxissed  down  the  lake  from  the  liarker  stand,  an<l  through 
the  main  street  of  the  site  of  I)Ufralo,  to  the  cold  vS])rings.  That  between 
the  Pratt  ferry  and  the  Cold  Springs,  a  cat  that  was  wandering  a]x)ut  its 
former  home,  was  all  that  they  saw  of  any  living  thing.  Throughout  all  the 
back  settlements,  there  were  the  half  deserted  neighborhoods;  the  solitary 
loghouse,  no  snujke  rising  from  its  stick  chimne\'  ;  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine, 
hovering  around,  and  looking  in  vain  for  some  one  to  deal  out  their  accus- 
tomed food..  Ui)on  the  innnediate  frontier,  slrelching  out  in  a  long  contin- 
uous line,  from  a  strong  fortress,  I'ort  Niagara,  where  the  in\aders  were 
entrenched,  were  the  blackened  remains  of  once  ha])p\"  homes,  scathed  and 
desolated  ;  a  gloomy  stillness  l)r()oding  o\er  tlie  scene,  so  j)rofound,  that  the 
gaunt  wolf,  usually  stealtln*  and  i)rowling,  came  out  of  his  forest  haunts  at 
midday,  and  lap])ed  the  clotted  snow,  or  snatched  the  dismeml)ered  limb  of  a 
hinnan  corpse  that  in  haste  and  flight  had  been  denied  the  right  of  sepulture." 

Whatever  discredit  attaches  to  the  militia  of  Chautau(pia  count\'  and 
other  parts  of  the  Holland  Purchase  for  their  failure  at  the  P>attie  of  Buffalo, 
the  conducfl  of  the  vDlunteers  from  this  ])art  of  the  state  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  war  along  the  Niagara  frontier  redeemed  them. 

Notwithstanding^  the  war  deterred  emigration  to  the  county,  and  caused 
the  more  timid  settlers  to  abandon  their  clearyigs  and  seek  a  safe  retreat  east 


240 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


of  the  Genesee,  yet  settlement  did  not  entirely  cease.  A  few  who  were  more 
resolute,  undismayed  by  the  dan<;ers  that  threatened  the  frontier,  took  up 
land,  built  loj^houses,  and  moved  their  families  into  them.  Joshua  Bentlev 
Jr.,  the  first  settler  of  ICIlini^ton  was  one  of  this  number.  A  dark  wilderness 
of  pine,  hemlock  and  black  ash,  spread  over  more  than  12  miles  square  of 
land  in  Chautaucpia  and  Cattarau.L^us  counties,  between  the  Kent  settlement 
in  \'illenova  and  Kenned\''s  Mills  in  Toland.  It  extended  ])()th  sides  of  the 
ConewauiL^o,  and  covered  what  in  process  of  time  is  destined  to  become  the 
most  l)eautiful  valley  in  western  New  York,  Prior  to  1S13  this  rej^ion  had 
been  the  exclusive  haunt  of  the  wolf  and  the  wildcat.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Bentley  assisted  by  his  wife  erected  a  rude  lo<,'' cabin  in  the  heart  of  the  wilder- 
ness just  west  of  the  villaj^^e  of  Conewanjj^o  \'alley  in  Ellinj^^ton,  close  to  the 
eastern  borders  of  the  county  and  near  the  middle  of  its  eastern  boundarv. 
His  father,  two  years  later,  settled  near  him  on  lot  16,  and  kept  the  first  tav- 
ern in  the  town.  In  1S15,  \V>  inan  Bugbee  settled  near  the  present  villaj^e 
of  Kllinj^ton.  James  Bates  came  next,  followed  in  1S16  by  Samuel  McCon- 
nell  and  Simon  Lawrence.  April  9th,  1S13,  by  an  acl  of  the  lej^isLnture, 
the  town  of  I*ortland  was  erecl:ed.  It  included  the  present  towns  of  Portland, 
\\\'stfield  and  Riplc)-.  The  first  town  nieetinj^  was  held  at  the  house  of  Jon- 
athan Cass  in  W'cstfield.  Thomas  Prcnder^ast  was  ek'cl.ed  its  first  su])er\'i- 
sor  .nid  Asa  Hall  town  clerk.  Mr,  PreiideiL^ast  lived  at  the  time  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  town  of  I\iple\-.  He  was  the  second  son  of  William 
Prender^ast,  Sr.,  and  came  to  Chautautpia  count)'  in  1^05.  He  was  a  leadinjj;' 
citizen  until  his  death  in  1S42. 


CHAPTER  XXYI. 

CLOSIC  OF  TIIH  war — SCHOOLS. 

\Vhat  IkkjIs  the  oft  repeated  tale  of  strife 
The  feast  of  vultures  and  the  waste  of  life?" 

— liyron. 

Now  cotnes  the  teacher  to  the  tangled  wild 
'  ,  To  throw  the  chann  of  culture  round  each  child, 

THE  mortifyinor  failure  of  the  campai«^ns  of  181 2  and  1813  alonjif  the 
Xiaj^ara  frontier  aroused  the  American  Government  to  more  rij^orous 
efforts.  July  3rd,  1814,  General  Brown  at  the  head  of  3,000  men  in 
two  brigades  of  reji^ulars  under  Crenera!s  Scott  and  Ripley  and  one  brigade  of 
militia  xolunteers  and  Indians  under  Gen.  Peter  B.  Porter  crossed  to  the 
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Canada  shore  from  BufTalo  and  Black  Rock  and  ca])tnred  Fort  luic  williont 
resistance,  (rcneral  Brown  then  niarclied  down  the  river,  and  Jnl\-  5th  lie 
attacked  an  eqnal  nnni])er  of  Britisli  at  Chi|)])ewa\'  nnder  (icneial  Rial  and 
after  a  ])loody  and  closely  contested  battle  gained  a  decisixe  \'ictory,  dri\  in:L( 
the  British  into  their  entrenchments.  Rial  retreated  down  the  river.  He 
was  re-enforced  by  Lientenant  Gen.  Drnnniond  who  took  command  of  the 
British  forces.  Jnly  25tli  the  enemy  were  attacked  by  the  Americans  at 
Lnndy's  Lane  near  the  falls  of  Nia,i;ara.  From  snnset  to  midni<;ht  the  roar 
of  cannon  and  sounds  of  the  conflict  mingled  with  the  awful  voice  of  the 
great  cataract.  This  was  perhaps  the  most  des])crately  contested  and  bloody 
battle  of  the  war  ;  at  its  close  the  Americans  remained  in  possession  of  the 
battlefield.  In  June  181 4,  a  company  from  this  county  nnder  Capt.  John 
Silsby,  had  volunteered  for  one  month's  service.  It  joined  the  American 
forces"  under  General  Brown,  and  as  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  (len.  Peter  B. 
Porter  participated  in  all  of  these  memorable  engagements. 

(fcnerals  vScott  and  P)rown  having  been  severel)-  woinuled  the  chief  com- 
mand devolved  on  General  Ripley  who  found  his  force  so  much  weakened 
by  the  recent  battles,  and  the  enemy  so  superior  in  numbers  that  he  deemed 
it  prudent  to  retire  to  P^ort  Erie.  August  4th,  Cjcneral  Dnunmond  invested 
Fort  Erie  with  4,000  men.  On  the  night  of  tlie  14th  and  15th  of  August  he 
made  a  desperate  attempt  to  storm  it,  but  was  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  nearly 
1,000  men.  After  a  most  bloody  ei»counter  the  battle  was  ended  about  day 
light  on  the  15th,  by  a  dreadful  ex]')losion  which  destroyed  a  bastion  of  the 
fort,  killing  many  soldiers  of  Ijoth  armies  then  engaged  in  a  desperate  hand 
to  hand  conilict.  The  din  of  this  combat  in  the  depths  of  the  niglit  was 
plainly  heard  U})on  the  opposite  shore,  and  when  tlie  explosion  occurred  the 
night  was  lighted  by  a  vast  column  of  flame,  the  earth  shook  and  the  ear 
was  deafened  by  fearful  sound  which  reached  far  over  the  river."  The  light 
of  the  exj^losion  was  so  intense  that  reflected  by  the  clouds  it  was  visible  a 
great  distance  in  the  dim  light  of  the  early  morning.  Its  brilliant  llash  was 
seen  and  the  faint  sound  of  the  ex])losion  heard  by  Major  Samuel  Sinclearat 
Sinclairville,  and  he  was  able  to  predict  the  jiearing  of  some  catastrophe  of 
the  v/ar,  before  information  of  the  occurrence  reached  there  by  the  ordinary 
methods. 

The  siege  of  Fort  I^rie,  however,  continued  until  the  17th  of  vScptember, 
when  a  sortie  was  made  from  the  fort  under  Gen.  iVter  B.  Porter  and  Cjcu- 
eral  Miller  and  the  siege  was  successfully  raised.  In  this  brilliant  sortie  the 
British  again  sulTered  a  loss  of  1,000  men  including  11  officers  and  374  non- 
connnissioned  officers  and  privates  (385)  prisoners  who  were  removed  to  the 
American  shore.  In  July,  two  full ,  comprnies  of  the  164th  regiment  of 
Chautauqua  county  troops  had  marched  under  Col.  John  McMahan  to  Iilack 
Rock,  but  were  in  no  engagement  during  their  service.    They  were  stationed 
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a  few  miles  below  Black  Rock,  in  an  unhealthy  locality  where  they  suflfered 
much  sickness,  between  the  4th  of  August  and  17th  of  September.  A  por- 
tion of  tlie  rei;inicut  occasionally  crossed  to  Fort  Erie  to  assist  in  the  pre- 
paration for  its  defence  but  none  of  the  re<^inient  were  present  at  theattenij)t 
to  storm  the  fort  on  tlic  night  of  the  15th  of  August,  or  at  the  sortie  of  tlie 
lylli  of  September.  Tlie  385  prisoners  taken  at  Fort  Erie  were  placed  in 
tlic  charge  of  llie  Chautaucpia  regiment  and  nuirclied  to  the  vicinity  of  Albany. 
In  X()\ember  tlie  troops  returned  home.  These  were  the  last  events  in 
whicii  tile  Chautau(|ua  troops  participated  during  the  war.  A  few  months 
later  a  trertt)-  o[  })eace  was  ^signed  and  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  was  fought 
which  closed  hostilities.  The  war  upon  the  water  had  been  glorious  to  the 
American  cause  throughout.  U|X)n  land  whatever  discredit  attaches  to  its 
connnencemeiit,  the  honor  of  the  American  army  was  fully  redeemed  near 
its  close. 

Schools — -June  i8th,  1S12,  the  day  after  the  war  was  declared  with 
hjiglaiid,  a  law  wris  passed  by  the  legislature  of  New  Y<jrk  which  was  of  far 
greater  consequence,  and  nu)re  lasting  in  its  effects  upon  the  future  of  the 
state  than  any  victor)'  of  the  war.  It  was  entitled  ''an  act  for  the  esta1)lish- 
meiit  of  common  schools.''  It  did  not,  however,  take  actual  effect  in  Chau- 
taiKpia  comity  until  iSi.}.  No  measure  so  radical  had  e\er  before  been 
taken  for  the  ad\ancemeul  of  leann'ng.  The  people  at  that  time  wei'e  com- 
])arati\  el)-  illiterrite  ;  the\-  were  intelligent,  however,  and  ol)scr\'ing.  Tlie\' 
had  LUlIx"  established  a  new  and  remarkable  form  of  go\'ernment.  Their 
plans  were  broad  and.  com])rehensive  and  they  were  willing  to  risk  further 
innowitions  in  support  of  their  e.\])eriment  in  self-go\ernment.  The  doc- 
tri'.K-s  t.f  Ji.ffer>t»n  were  in  the  ascenilant.  The  statesmen  at  that  time  had 
faith  that  the  |H  ople  cotddi  lie  so  educated  morall\'  auil  inteileetnadl)'  a-^  to  be 
a  >a:er  and  wiser  d(;|Hisilor\'  of  ]H)\ver  tliaai  a  cho-en  Tiie\'  h;id  tiie 

con!ai;e  ot  tlieir  eon.\"ietion.s  and  proceeded  to  institute  a  ;^(.aKr.d  s)'>tem  of 
scliools  for  tile  ediieation  of  tlie  |H.'ople  t(_)  bj  supi'orted  and  controlled  b\-  ihe 
st;i!e.  At  once  by  a  >ini;le  act  »)f  the  legislature  a  mo-t  raddeal  inuo\-a- 
Uow  \\d>  made,  new  and  unusual  functions  were  ,^i\cai  to  goxerninent.  A 
sch.ool  fuu'l  was  |>rv)\'idied  and  dd.stributed  among  the  towns.  Tlie  >t:ite  was 
di\  itk-d  inlo  d;i-^lriels  which  are  now  its  smalle.-^t  political  di\'i>io:is  ;  minia- 
tn.ie  rs.p'il;!ic>,  w  lmse  |)ro\  ince  it  is  to  fo.-  ter  the  germ  of  iV'.  e  !n.-^titutions. 
The  people  oi  each  di>trict  annurdl)'  gathered  at  their  little  ea.pital,  the 
sehoo]h*»u--e,  to  legiskite  u|)ou  the  important  subject  of  scliools  and  the 
educati(»n  oflheir  children. 

Prior  to  iS;^,  tile  time  when  the  common  school  system  went  into  effect, 
tile  few  sch(u>ls  that  c.\iste>l  in  Chautauqua  county  were  mostl\-  maintained 
by  indi\  idual  e  nterprise.  Xo  person  was  compelled  to  ]xiy  for  the  ser\  ices  of 
a  teacher.     v^cla)o!s  were  suj>])orted  b\'  voluntary  contributi«jns  of  its  patre>ns. 
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Tlie  teaclicrs  were  \xud  a  small  sum  for  tlicir  services  often  I'n  corn  or  other 
produce  which  was  api)ortione(l  amonj;-  the  jKitrons  accordini,^  to  the  number 
of  scholars  sent.  Usually  a  neii^hborhood  would  join  to;;ether  and  erect  i\ 
rude  buildinj;  of  lo<^s  for  a  schoolhouse  or  a  settler  more  able  or  liberal  than 
the  rest,  who  prized  the  benefits  of  knowledge,  would  devote  some  building 
wliicli  was  alwa\  s  constructed  of  logs  to  the  uses  of  learning. 

The  first  school  of  the  county  was  taught  in  the  log  house  erected  at  the 
Cross  Roads  in  the  spring  of  1802  by  James  McMahan.  William  Murray 
during  his  leisure  hours  in  1803  is  said  to  have  given  instruction  to  the  child- 
ren in  this  log  house.  But  no  regular  school  can  i)e  said  to  have  been  actu- 
ally estal)lished  for  the  instruction  of  ])U])ils  until  iSoj.  A  school  was  then 
opened  in  tliis  same  log  building  by  a  \oung  women  whose  name  cannot  be 
ascertained.  We  find  woman  ever  at  the  side  of  man  in  all  undL-rlakings 
dividing  his  toils  and  sharing  the  dangers.  Here  u]M)n  the  frontier  we  fnid 
her  aiding  the  pioneer  as  he  struggled  with  the  forest  and  in  his  rough  way 
striving  to  do  his  duty.  She  refining  him  by  her  presence,  and  by  wa\s  of 
which  she  is  the  consummate  master  leading  him  t«>  higher  duties.  To  her 
belongs  the  lionor  of  having  fust  unfurled  the  standard  of  learning  in  this 
wilderness.  Hut  little  am  I  able  to  tell  of  this  school  and  its  teacher  for  she 
and  her  pupils  have  long  since  been  gathered  to  their  rest.  Whilst  this  out- 
})Ost  of  learning  was  establisiied  on  this  dislant  frontier,  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness  spread  over  ChauLiuqua  county.  Not  a  blow  of  the  axe  had  l)ceii 
struck  where  now  is  the  city  of  Dunkirk.  Tali  i>ines  densely  grew  o\er  the 
site  of  the  cit)'  of  Jamestown,  and  it  was  on.l\'  the  winter  before  that  a  school 
was  taught  in  ])uffalo.  The  hrst  schoolhouse  erected  there  was  commenced 
in  April  of  that  year,  but  was  not  C(jmpleted  until  tlie  v/inler  of  1S08  and 
1S09,  a  year  or  more  after  the  school  was'O] K'lied  at  the  Cros-^  Roads. 

In  Hanover  at  an  early  d  ite,  a  scliool  was  t  luglit  by  John  vSjiragne  at  Sil- 
ver Creek  in  a  log  hut  that  stood  on  tlie  noith  side  of  Walnut  creek.  In 
Sh_ri(kji  the  fir<t  scliool  was  taught  b}-  Wiliiam  (/ri^wjld  in  his  house  at 
ShiridiU  Center  in  iSoS  and  iSor^.  A  selio*^]  was  o])ened  in  a  log  .school- 
housv  on  Main  street  in  l-rL-donia.  This  was  the  first  seliool  in  Ponifret. 
Its  icaeiic  r  was  vSainut  l  He  ri  )•  who  had  come  liom  Ma'lison  C'»nnt\'  in 
180^  or  1809.  A  school  \\as  taught  in  Ivlh-ry  at  an  early  da\-  b\-  Dr.  Carey 
in  the  iK^rth western  ]);irt  of  the  town.  The  lirst  school  of  iN»rtland  was 
tauglit  in  iSio  by  Miss  Anna  Iviton  in  a  small  log  liou>e  erected  by  Ca])taiii 
James  Dunn  ab'<ut  2jj  miles  west  of  I>rocton  on  lot  30.  Six  or  seven  children 
attended  the  first  term  which  continued  tliree  or  four  months.  Horace 
Clough  taught  the  first  school  in  Arkwright  in  the  winter  of  181 1  and  1812. 
In  Carroll  the  first  school  was  taught  in  181 3  by  Ste])lren  Rogers  two  miles 
south  of  Frewsburg.  Olive  Marsh  taught  the  first  .school  in  liusti  in  181 3  a 
litlle  north  of  the  village  of  Busti. 
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These  were  some  of  the  early  schools  opened  in  different  parts  of  the  first 
settled  ])ortions  of  the  county.  About  the  last  of  these  ancient  schools  com- 
menced l^efore  the  modern  school  system  went  into  effect  and  about  the  first 
est:i1)lislK-d  south  of  tlie  Rid^^e,  was  o])ened  at  Sinclairville  in  the  winter  of 
1813  and  1S14.  As  this  scliool  and  the  schoolhousc  in  which  it  was  kept 
were  typical  of  their  kind,  a  description  of  them  will  answer  for  all  the  rest. 

The  Iiouse  was  built  of  loj^s  and  stood  at  the  intersection  of  the  streets, 
the  one  leading  to  Charlotte  Center  and  the  other  to  Cherry  Creek.  It  was 
24  feet  loni^  and  18  feet  wide.  To  use  the  architectural  terms  of  the  time  it 
was  a  story  and  a  lo^;-  hi<j^h.  Its  floors  were  made  of  ash  loj^s  ;  the  split  or 
up})er  surface  was  smootlied  with  an  adze  ;  their  rounded  sides  rested  in 
notches  cut  in  the  loj^  sills  that  lay  upon  the  ground.  In  the  side  of  this 
building  was  the  door  made  of  boards  and  plank  and  hung  upon  hinges  of 
wood.  There  was  no  lock,  for  no  one  who  wished  to  enter  any  habitation 
was  a  trespasser  in  those  simple  days.  The  latch  string  of  deer  skin  always 
hung  out.  This  schoolhousc  was  lighted  by  three  small  windows  placed  in 
notches  cut  in  the  logs.  A  wall  of  rude  mason-work  reached  from  the 
ground  to  the  chamber  fl(.>or  and  occupied  nearly  the  whole  of  the  end  of  the 
building.  Hefore  this  broad  chimney-back  extended  a  wide  hearth  of  stone, 
over  wliich  sup|)orted  at  the  sides  by  large  square  timber  an  immense  chim- 
ne>'  of  sticks  inlaid  with  mud  rose  to  tlie  roof  (ireat  andirons  stood  in  the 
fire-place  to  supiH)rt  tlie  crackling  logs  of  beech  and  maple  which  diffused 
their  warmth  and  made  comfortal^le  the  young  scholars  who  had  seats  in 
front.  The  desks  consisted  of  boards  resting  on  wooden  pegs  inserted  in  the 
logs  and  extended  along  the  sides  and  end  of  the  building.  The  seats  were 
slabs  in  which  holes  were  bored  for  wooden  legs.  The)'  were  ])laced  end  to 
end  without  a  break  in  front  t)f  the  desks. 

This  log  schoolhouse  was  the  first  building  erected  in  the  village  and 
like  manv  other  earl\'  schoolhouses  it  was  used  for  general  public  purposes. 
I'\)r  se\-eral  years  after  it  was  built  it  was  allotted  for  a  few  days  to  each  set- 
tler u.pon  his  first  arri\'al  at  the  place  and  the  school  had  to  close  for  the 
time  l)eiug.  There  on  vSabbath  days  meetings  were  held.  October  nth, 
181 1,  the  first  religious  services  were  held  in  it.  blather  John  vSpencer 
officiated.  He  was  dressed  in  the  antique  style  of  Revolutionary  da\-s.  He 
wore  short  breeches  with  knee  buckles,  long  stockings  and  boots,  William 
(rilmour  here  taught  the  first  term  of  school  kept  in  the  central  part  of  the 
county  in  the  winter  of  1813  and  1814.  The  second  term  was  taught  by 
Polly  vSeaver.  Her  school  was  attended  by  over  20  pupils  gathered  from  the 
region  around  almost  equal  to  a  township  in  extent.  The  curriculum  of 
this  log  universit>-  was  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  as  far  as 
compomid  proportion  or  ''double  rule  of  three."  To  master  "fractions" 
was  considered  a  most  remarkable  achievement  of  scholarship.  (ieogra]^>hy, 


C LOS K  O F  T I II*:  W  A R. — vSc 1 1 ( )0 LS.  245 

graniniar  and  physics  were  not  tauj^lit.  Tlic  scliool  books  in  nsc  were  Dill- 
worth's  and  Webster's  spelling;'  book,  the  American  Prece])tor,  Columbian 
Reader,  Pike's  and  DaboH's  arithmetic.  Writin<^  was  performed  with  a 
goose  quill.  A  decoction  made  from  soft  ma])le  bark  was  used  for  ink. 
Besides  these  schools,  there  were  others  established  ])rior  to  181 4.  The 
earliest  settlers  of  the  county  were  not  indifferent  to  the  subject  of  education. 
It  was  not  unusual  to  find  a  primitive  school  established  in  remote  localities 
soon  after  settlement  commenced.  The  early  schoolhouse  often  stood  by 
some  forest  path  deep  in  the  shadows  of  the  woods,  with  tall  trees  standino- 
so  close  around  that  the  ripened  nuts  would  fall  upon  tlie  roof  and  the  wild 
deer  would  look  in  throu.L;h  the  open  door  upon  tlie  master  and  his  pupils. 

To  Gov.  Geori;e  Clinton  belongs  the  honor  of  fu*st  gi\  ing  ofilcial  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  schools  in  the  state  of  New  York.  In  his  message  to 
the  legislature  which  met  January  6th,  1795,  at  Poughkeejxsie,  he  called 
attention  to  the  fact  thcX  while  liberal  provisions  had  l)cen  made  for  the 
endownment  of  colleges  and  other  institutions  of  learning  where  tlie  higher 
branches  were  taught,  legislative  aid  had  not  been  given  to  the  common 
schools,  and  he  recommended  that  provision  should  be  made  for  their 
improvement  and  encouragement.  At  the  same  session  in  response  to  Gov- 
ernor Clinton's  suggestion  a  law  was  passed  appropriating  the  sum  of  $50,- 
000  annually  for  five  years  for  schools,  and  boards  of  supervisors  were  directed 
to  distribute  the  portion  allotted  to  their  county  among  the  respective  towns. 
Each  town  was  required  to  raise  by  tax  a  sum  in  addition,  equal  to  one  half 
the  sum  received  from  the  state.  To  the  persistent  elTorts  of  Jeremiah  Peck 
of  Otsego  county,  and  Adam  Comstock  of  Saratoga,  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  are  we  indebted  for  the  school  fund, 
and  in  a  measure  for  the  common  school  -system.  They  deserve  to  have  a 
monument  erected  to  their  memory.  They  were  j)lain,  uneducated,  ])ractical 
men  of  the  people.  Their  perseverance  and  influence  procured  the  passage 
of  an  act  about  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  for  the  raising  of  the 
sum  of  $87,500  for  the  encouragement  of  common  schools.  It  is  a  curious 
fact,  that  the  act  provided  that  this  smn  should  be  raised  b\'  means  of  lotter- 
ies. It  seems  a  paradox  that  the  advancement  of  learning  sliould  have  been 
aided  b}"  stich  questionable  means.  But  in  those  da\  s  lotteries  were  not  gen- 
erally regarded  as  immoral,  and  were  often  made  use  of  to  ra\se  funds  for  the 
public  good.  In  this  case  the  end  it  woidd  seem  in  a  measure  justified  the 
means.  Lotteries  not  only  promoted  financially  the  cause  of  education,  but 
they  also  compassed  their  own  destruction,  for  not  long  after  common  schools 
were  established,  they  fell  into  great  disrepute,  chiefly  through  the  influence 
of  education  and  of  schools  that  they  had  assisted  to  establish.  They  were 
"  hoisted,"  as  it  were,  "  by  their  own  petard,"  and  by  the  constitution  of  1821, 
lotteries  where  wholly  prohibited.    Additions  for  a  while  continued  to  be 
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made  to  tlie  school  fniid  of  the  state  by  lotteries  aiid  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
yet  schools  were  not  free,  nor  were  they  re<;nlated  by  law  until  more  than 
ten  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  county,  until  the  act  of  1812  which 
esta1)lished  the  school  system. 

In  the  summer  of  1814,  tlie  different  towns  of  the  county  were  first  divided 
into  school  districts  under  the  new  law  by  the  newly  elected  school  commis- 
sioners. Probably  all  these  towns  voted  in  compliance  with  the  act,  that  a 
sum  equal  or  double  that  ap])roin'iated  by  the  state  l)e  raised  for  the  support 
of  schools.  Portland  wliich  then  comprised  the  present  towns  of  Portland, 
Westfiehl  and  Ri|)ley  raised  less  than  $30  in  addition  to  the  $15  ap[)ropriated 
by  the  state.  ( )ther  towns  raised  correspond inj^ly  small  anu)uuts.  These 
facts  serve  to  sliow  how  small  were  the  beginnin<^s  of  the  common  school 
system.  Soon  after  it  went  into  practical  efiect  in  1814  a  marked  improve- 
ment a])peared  in  the  schools  of  the  county  and  education  received  a  stimu- 
lus that  has  never  since  waned. 

Since  iSii,  Winsor  Bri<;ham  had  been  slowly  progressini:;- in  the  work  of 
building  the  courthouse.  Its  completion  was  retarded  by  the  war  and  the 
difficulty  and  expense  of  procuring  many  of  the  materials  used  in  its  con- 
struction, particularly  lime*  for  plastering.  It  was  .so  far  finished  that  the 
June  term  of  court  was  held  in  the  unplastered  court  room.  By  the  census 
taken  this  year  the  population  of  the  county  was  4,259,  an  increase  of  but 
1,878  since  the  census  of  1810,  a  small  increase  due  to  the  paralyzing 
influences  of  war.  James  Prendergast  was  this  year  chairman  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  Charles  I>.  Rouse,  clerk.  The  wild  lands  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  county  were  generally  assessed  at  $1.50  an  acre,  while  the 
wild  laiuls  in  the  .south  part  of  the  county  were  assessed  $1  per  acre.  The 
taxes  levied  were  from  three  to  five  mills  on  a  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation. 
The  south  towi  s  usually  raised  $250  for  roads  and  bridges  while  the  north 
towns  did  not  raise  so  much. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 
1815-1816. 

"Now       *       4f       *  * 
Grim  visn^cd  n  ar  hath 
Sinoolhcd  his  wrinkled  front." 

—Richard  III. 

FEHRUARY  18,  1815,  the  treaty  made  witli  JCn^^laiid  was  ratified  l)y  the 
United  States  senate  and  peace  was  ])roclainicd  and  hailed  witli  j^reat 
joy.  The  retnrn  of  peace  fonnd  tlie  fniancial  affairs  of  the  county  in 
a  ruinons  condition.  I>anks  liad  st(>j>ped  payment,  tliere  was  no  specie,  or 
cnrrency  tliat  commanded  respect.  Tlie  IloUand  Pnrcliase,  particnlarly 
Chantanqna  connty,  was  in  a  still  more  deplorable  condition.  With  some  , 
exceptions  Chantanqna  had  been  settled  by  the  poorest  class  of  men.  Many 
of  them  had  expended  the  last  dollar  in  procnrinc;  the  article  for  their  land 
and  had  to  pay  with  their  labor  for  the  first  bnshel  of  corn  or  potatoes  their 
family  used.  The  ori^^inal  debt  to  the  Holland  Land  Company  for  land  in 
most  instances  remained  unpaid,  with  the  interest  steadily  increasini;^,  and, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  flood  of. "  shin-plasters  "  that  had  been  put  in 
circulation  had  become  worthless.  The  settlers  were  absolutely  poor.  In 
the  two  }  ears  immediately  prccedin;^  the  war  the  connty  had  been  increasing 
iu  population,  but  during  the  war  it  steadily  decreased.  A  few  settlers  came, 
but  more  went  away  ;  some  to  the  lines  as  soldiers  or  camp-followers,  others, 
yielding  to  the  fears  of  their  wives  and  families,  were  persuaded  to  leave  on 
account  of  dangers  apprehended  from  Indians.  The  return  of  peace  revived 
their  hopes  and  renewed  the  courage  of  the  .settlers.  They  anticipated  new 
accessions  to  their  numbers,  and  a  speedy  return  to  the  abandoned  clearings 
by  those  who  had  left  during  the  war.  Tlu:  long-restrained  tide  of  emigra- 
tion began  again  to  flow  westward.  Its  current  .set  strongly  towards  Chau- 
tauqua county,  mostly  from  eastern  New  York  and  New  England.  During 
the  summer  people  were  exploring  the  woods  and  selecting  lands,  and  many 
were  purchasing.  The  inhabitants  of  the  county  renewed  their  exertions  to 
open  roads  and  make  improvements.  The  courthouse  and  jail  were  fully 
completed  in  181 5.  There  were  three  terms  of  court  during  1812  and  1813 
all  held  at  the  inn.  The  June  court  of  1814  was  held  in  the  courthouse, 
although  it  had  not  been  plastered,  and  was  in  other  respects  unfinished. 
The  following  November  and  February  terms  were  convened  at  the  court- 
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house,  but  were  adjourned  to  the  inn  on  account  of  the  coldness  of  the 
weather. 

Tills  oUI  ta\'ern  of  John  vScolt  was  the  scene  of  many  an  early  lawsuit, 
Tlie  peoj>le  were  poor  and  the  amount  in  controversy  small,  yet  tlie  unfailin<^ 
interest  tliat  a  lawsuit  excites  in  a  new  country  usually  drew  a  <^oodly  num- 
ber of  s])t.'Clators  to  liear  the  stories  of  tlie  wituesst-s  and  pleas  of  the  hiwN'ers. 
Zattu  Cusliiu!^^  j)rc*sidcd.  Anselm  Totter,  1).  S.,  and  Jacob  llou,i;liton,  Leman 
Averill  and  Dennis  Urackett  were  tlie  attorney's  whose  names  most  often 
appear  in  tlie  records  as  participating;-  in  the  trials.  Brackett  was  actively 
eni;a].;:ed  in  the  trial  of  causes  in  1813  at  the  November  term  of  the  court. 
The  next  December  he  was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  Indians  at  the  burning 
of  lUifTalo.  ( )rders  substituting^'  other  attorneys  in  the  causes  that  he  was  con- 
ductiui;  at  the  followin*;'  February  term  constitute  the  only  reminders 
entered  in  the  records  of  the  court  of  his  fate.  Other  law>'ers,  non-residents 
of  the  county,  often  appeared  in  the  trial  of  suits  at  this  old  tavern  ;  among 
them  were  Jonas  Harrison,  a  prominent  early  law)'er  of  Buflalo  who  had  read 
law  with  Aaron  Burr,  and  Kbenezei;  Walden,  afterwards  one  of  its  best  known 
and  most  respected  cili/ens  and  lawyers.  The  name  of  John  Root  of  face- 
tious memor\ ,  ( )ld  Counselor  Root"  as  he  was  afterwards  eidled,  (K^easion- 
ally  a])pt'ars  as  hax-ing  business  in  the  courts  held  at  vScott's  ta\'ern.  ]\Iany 
anecdotes  are  told  of  his  tact  and  readiness  at  repartee.  The  dignity  of  the 
court  was  not  so  jealously  preser\'ed  by  the  non-professional  judges  of  those 
days  as  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  liberties  were  indulged  that  would  not 
now  be  tolerated.  The  Old  Counselor  "  once  told  the  court  that  its  decis- 
ion had  no  ])arallel  except  in  the  celebrated  ruling  of  Pontius  Pilate."  The 
judge  indignantly  ordered  him  to  sit  down,  saying  :  "  You  are  drunk,  ]\lr. 
Root."  The  old  lawx'cr,  as  he  slowiy  sank  into  his  seat,  was  heard  to  say  in 
a  subdued  tone,  Correct,  \  our  honor,  and  it  is  the  only  correct  decision  the 
court  has  nuule  this  term."  On  another  occasion  a  new  member  of  the  bar, 
U|)on  hearing  an  ad\eise  decision,  indignantl\'  exclaimed  that  he  "was  aston- 
ished at  tlie  jnd<;meiit  oT  the  court."  I"'or  this  he  found  himself  immediately 
arraigned  foi-  c()ntem])t.  The  ( )!d  Counsch^r  "  was  recpiested  to  assist  him. 
Root,  as  he  drew  u|>  his  tall  form  in  a  most  dignified  and  serious  manner, 
said  :  I  know  ou.r  brother  is  in  fault,  but  he  is  young,  (luite  young.  Had 
Ire  ])rnetisi.(l  at  thiiS  bar  as  long  as  I  have,  yotir  honor,  he  would  long  since 
ceased  to  be  a>toni>he(l  at  any  ruling  that  it  might  make."  It  would  be  a 
mistal:e  to  assmiie  that  because  of  the  rough  and  simple  surroundings  the 
cau-^es  weie  f  cbl\-  or  nnskillfull)'  tried.  Xot  a  few  of  th(3se  earh'  law>'ers 
were  well  read  and  skilled  in  their  jv/ofession,  and  .some  were  of  miusual 
abilitw  hi  thi<  primitive  tavern  James  Mullett,  whose  genius  and  elocpicnce 
were  unsur]xi^sed  b)  any  lawyer  in  Western  Xew  York,  was  examined  in 
open  court  before  Zattu  Cusliing,  and  found  sufficiently  learned  in  the  law 
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to  be  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  practise  at  the  bar.  Here  also  Dudley 
IMarvin,  a  most  able  and  eminent  lawyer,  who  afterwards  served  several 
terms  in  conj^ress,  and  by  his  talents  and  eloquence  gained  the  personal 
friendship  of  Henry  Clay,  filed  his  license  j^ivcn  under  the  hand  of  Chief- 
Justice  James  Kent  in  order  that  he  mii^ht  be  able  to  practice  in  this  back- 
woods court. 

The  June  term  for  1S15  was  held  in  the  new  courtliouse,  as  were  the  suc- 
ccedini^  terms  for  20  years.  The  courthouse  and  jail  was  a  two-slory  frame 
buildiui^^.  It  stood  in  front  of  the  present  courthouse  with  its  front  or  west- 
ern side  near  the  easterly  side  of  the  main  street  of  ^^layville.  The  east  ])or- 
tion  of  the  lower  story  contained  three  prison  cells  (two  for  criminals  and 
one  for  debtors.)  "  The  walls  of  the  criminal  cells  were  of  (l(>ul)lc  courses 
()\  hewed  hardwood  timber.  A  pel pen<licti]ar  course,  framed  into  the  build- 
inj^:,  and  a  horizontal  course  crossinjj^  the  other  and  do\'e-tailed  at  the  corners, 
and  firmly  bolted  and  spiked  together.  The  floor  and  C(.'ilint;s  were  simi- 
larh'  constructed,"  fi>rmin^'^  secure  places  of  confinement,  not  so  much  inferior 
to  prisonsof  modern  construcflion  as  at  first  mi-^dit  seem.  The  front  portion 
of  the  lower  story  was  occupied  by  a  larj^e  kitchen  with  a  fireplace,  an  oven, 
sink  and  closet ;  a  keeping-room  and  two  bed-rooms.  Between  these  rooms 
and  the  cells  of  the  prisoners  was  a  narrow  hall  on  the  north  side  of  the  build- 
ing ;  opposite  this  hall  was  the  well.  The  old  well  fixes  this  point  and  serves 
to  mark  the  spot  where  this  old  courthouse  stood.  A  broad  stair  leads  to 
the  courtroom  in  the  south  side  of  the  second  story.  The  building  contained 
two  jury  rooms.  Until  about  1835  it  served  the  })urposes  of  the  county  as  a 
courthouse  and  jail. 

At  the  annual  election  Jonathan  Sprague  was  elected  sherifT,  and  John 
Dexter  clerk. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  of  the  town  of  Cherry  Creek,  this  year  by 
Josepli  M.  Kent.  He  reared  his  bark-covered  loghouse  in  the  s])ring  on  lot 
9  near  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town.  He  then  returned  to  his  family  and 
sent  his  wife  on  horseback  eight  miles  through  the  woods,  with  one  child  in 
her  arms  and  another  behind  her,  with  nothing  but  marked  trees  to  guide 
her  to  the  new  house.  She  arrived  safeh',  with  fiint  and  spunk  prex'iously 
provided  started  a  fire,  and  passed  the  night  undisturbed  except  b\-  the  howl- 
ing of  the  wolves  in  the  adjacent  Concwango  swamjx  Joshua  I'entley,  Jr., 
next  settled  upon  lot  15  near  Mr.  Kent  in  the  fall  of  181 5. 

February  14,  181 6,  the  town  of  Harmony  was  formed  from  Chautauqua. 
It  included  the  present  Harmony  and  a  portion  of  I>usti,  and  had  for  its 
northern  boundary  the  line  between  the  second  and  third  townships  of  the 
13th  range  and  Chautauqua  lake  ;  for  its  eastern  boundary  the  line  between 
the  eleventli  and  twelfth  ranges  of  townships  ;  for  its  southern  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line  ;  and  for  its  western  the  line  of  towiiships  between  the  thirteenth 
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and  fourteenth  ran^i^es.  Palmer  Phillips  was  elected  the  first  snperYisor,  and 
was  chairman  of  the  board  in  1821.  He  was  born  in  Preston,  Conn.,  in  17S1, 
married  Content  Patchin  at  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  moved  to  Cliantauqna  county 
in  iSir,and  died  in  Jamestown  in  iS^o.  He  was  a  farmer  and  finalh\a  local 
Methodist  preacher.  The  town  of  Ripley  was  erected  on  the  first  da>'  of 
March  of  tliis  year.  It  comprised  all  of  the  present  town  of  Ripley  and  that 
pai  t  of  Westfield  west  of  Chautaucpia  creek.  Amos  Atwatcr  was  elected  the 
first  supervisor.  He  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  Conn.  He  settled  on  the  west 
side  of  Chautauqua  creek  above  Westfield  in  iSit,,  where  he  carried  on  wool- 
cardini;-  atid  cloth-dressiuLf,  and  subsequently  established  an  oihnill.  He 
was  a  volunteer  in  the  militia  on  the  Xiaj^ara  frontier  in  i''^i3.  He  removed 
to  Peardstowu,  111.,  in  1S36.  The  town  of  Mina  was  first  settled  this  year  by 
Alexauiler  iMudley  from  whom  lMndle\-\s  lake  derives  its  name. 

On  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  of  this  >'ear,  an  election  for  <;overnor  occur- 
red. The  errors  committed  by  the  Republican  administration  in  the  conduct 
of  the  war  strenL;thened  the  I'ederalists.  In  Chautau(pia  county  they  had 
})reser\ed  their  ori^anization.  In  iSi.p  ICHjah  Holt  of  Pulfalo  had  been 
nomiuateil  as  their  candidate  for  uieud^er  of  assembl)',  and  his  nomination 
was  ratified  l)y  the  I'edei'cd ists  of  CliautaU(pia  count)'  at  a  meetin<L;"  held  in 
Pomfret  April  11,  at  whieh  Samuel  vSinclear  was  chairman,  and  I).  Sterne 
lIou;L;htou  secretary.  In  the  election  in  the  spriuj.;  of  1S15  James  Prender<.;ast 
was  the  PVderal  can*lidate  for  the  assembl)'.  The  P'ederalists  carried 
the  county  b\-  a  small  majorit)'.  'inhere  is  no  doubt  that  the  mass  of  the 
Federalists  were  as  ])atriotic  as  the  Republicans,  and  were  sincerely  attached 
to  the  civil  institutions  of  the  country.  Samuel  vSinclear  and  others  had 
been  meritorious  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Tlieir  opposition  to  the  war, 
the  Hartford  Convention,"  and  the  "  Declaration  of  Peace  "  prostrated  their 
hopes  as  a  party.  Their  last  effort  for  political  supremacy  was  nuide  at  this 
election.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  the  Republican  candidate  for  <;-overnor 
and  Rufus  Kin<;  the  hVderal.  The  iatter  received  328  votes  in  the  county, 
Tompkins  received  420.  The  res\dt  of  the  i^eneral  elections  that  liad  been 
held  subsequent  to  the  settlement  show  that  Chautauqua  county  opposed  the 
P\'deralists  and  was  a  Republican  county.  Tlie  small  vote  polled  at  those 
elections  is  due  to  the  fict  that  previous  to  the  constitution  of  1S21  only  free- 
holders were  entitled  to  vote  for  governor  and  senators.  Tlr::  vote  ]>olled  at 
this  electionwas  :  In  Chautauqua  Tompkins  received  73  votes,  Kinj^  32; 
Pomfret,  Tompkins  35,  Kin<^  90;  P^llicott,  Tompkins  91,  King- 56  ;  Gerry, 
Tompkins  i,  K'uv^  1  ;  Hanover,  Tompkins  76,  King-  44  ;  Portland,  Tompkins 
46,  King  32;  Ripley,  Tompkins  20,  King  58;  Harmony,  Tompkins  28, 
King  15.  At  this  election.  Dr.  Jediah  Prendergast  was  elected  by  the 
Republicans  from  Chautauqua  county  as  member  of  assembly.  He  was  the 
brother  of  James,  the  candidate  of  the  F'ederalists  for  the  same  position  the 
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year  before.  The  asseinl)Iy  district  was  tlien  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Nia<;ara,  Chantaii(|ua  and  Cattaraii<;ns.  Jediah  Prenderi;ast  was  the  first 
inliabitant  of  Chautauqua  county  clioscn  to  a  legislative  ofTice.  lie  was  the 
fourth  son  of  William  Prendergast.  Me  journeyed  with  his  father's  family 
from  Pittstown  to  Tennessee  in  1805,  and  went  with  the  family  in  the  fall 
of  1805  from  Chautauqua  to  Canada.  In  iSii  lie  returned  to  ]\Ia\  ville  where 
lie  became  a' merchant  in  company  with  his  brother  Martin.  He  numbered 
iMartin  Vanl>uren,  Dewitt  Clinton  and  Peter  R.  Livingstone  among  his 
friends.    He  was  a  scientific  scholar  and  a  man  of  varied  accomplishments. 

The  expectations  awakened  among  the  iidiabitants  by  the  signs  of  return- 
ing ])rospcrity  were  not  at  once  to  be  realizecl.  Pesides  the  hard  times  that 
followed  the  declaration  of  w;ir,  the  settlers  were  to  ex]')ei  ience  olher  calami- 
ties. The  summer  of  1816  was  known  all  through  the  Holland  Purchase  as 
the  cold  season/'  The  recollection  of  that  remarkable  \  ear  is  still  vividly 
im])ressed  tipon  ihe  memor\'  of  the  surviving  ))ionceis.  January,  in  1S16, 
was  a  very  nnld  mouth.  The  sun  shone  e\'ery  day,  and  the  little  snow  that 
fell  quickly  melted.  PVbruary  was  even  milder  than  January  until  near  the 
last  of  the  month,  when  a  great  snow  storm  came  followed  by  cold  and 
boisterous  winds  which  continued  into  March.  The  last  half  of  this  month 
was  mild.  April  was  mild  like  the  January  ;  towards  its  close  it  grew 
colder,  ending  with  snow  and  ice.  May  was  cold  ;  ice  formed  an  inch  thick 
on  the  streams  ;  flowers  were  frozen  and  the  entire  corn  crop  was  killed. 
June  was  colder  than  May  ;  snow  fell,  frost  and  ice  were  common.  I'arniers 
now  abandoned  all  attempts  to  raise  crops  and  were  comjl'elled  to  hoard  those 
of  the  previous  year,  which  advanced  the  price  of  all  products  of  the  soil. 
July  was  accompanied  by  frost  and  ice;  The  Fourth  "  was  cold  and  raw. 
Blustering  winds  swept  the  entire  Atlantic  coast.  On  the  fifth,  ice  was 
formed  as  thick  as  a  window  glass  in  New  York  city  and  Pennsylvania. 
In  August  ice  half  an  inch  thick  was  frequently  .seen.  September  and 
October  presented  the  nearest  approach  to  summer  weather,  yet  they  were 
cold  and  frosty.  In  November  extreme  cold  weather  again  begun,  and  con- 
tinued with  little  intermi.ssion  until  April  181 7. 


252 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


CHAPTER  XXVHI. 
1817-1818. 

.  '*  The  perils  of  a  frontier  life 

,  They  l)rave<l  with  breasts  of  iron  mold, 

And  sternly  waged  victorious  strife 

\Vith  famine,  thirst  and  pinching  cold." 

— llosmcr. 

BY  REASON  of  the  extraordinary  severity  of  the  season  of  1816,  the 
corn  crop,  upon  which  the  people  most  relied,  was  an  entire  fail- 
ure. The  first  six  months  of  18 17  was  a  period  of  extreme  scarcity, 
and  mi<^lit  almost  be  tenned  the  "  Starving  season."  As  there  was  no  sur- 
plus of  the  products  of  the  j/revious  year  to  resort  to,  provisions  of  all  kinds 
became  extremely  dear.  IHour  was  ,^i8  a  barrel,  corn,  $1.50  a  bushel, 
other  articles  in  proportion,  and  often  difficult  to  obtain  at  those  prices. 
Samuel  Clelandof  Charlotte  rode  two  days  to  obtain  provisions  to  supply  the 
immediate  wants  of  his  family  of  five  persons,  and  all  he  could  obtain  was 
one-half  bushel  of  rye.  The  ])rice  of  labor  was  hwX.  from  60  to  75  cents  per 
day,  consc(|uently,  durinj^  the  winter  and  spring  of  181 7,  there  was  great 
suffering.  Those  who  were  skillful  in  the  use  of  the  rifie  could  to  some  ex- 
tent provide  their  families  with  venison  and  other  wild  meat.  Many  how- 
ever until  the  harvest  of  181 7  subsisted  upon  fish,  milk,  greens  and  leeks. 
In  this  dark  period,  while  the  people  were  suffering  from  privations  perhaps 
greater  than  they  had  ever  before  experienced,  an  event  occurred  which  was 
most  deei)l\-  to  affect  their  future  interests,  and  was  destined  to  nuike  Chau- 
tau(pia  one  of  the  mt)st  wealthy  and  })rosperous  counties  in  the  state  by  giv- 
ing them  facilities  for  taking  the  surplus  |)roducts  of  their  lands  to  the 
markets  of  the  east.  April  15,  1S17,  the  legislature  passed  a  law  directing 
the  construction  of  a  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie.  The  first  ground 
for  the  canal  was  ])roken  near  Rome  on  the  4th  of  July.  Another  event 
occured  in  1S17  which  must  al>o  ha\'e  been  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the 
county  and  which  evinced  tlie  progressive  and  philanthropic  spirit  of  the 
state  :  the  extinction  of  slavery  in  Xew  York.  This  certificate  of  freedom 
attests  the  fact  that  Chautanc[ua  county  has  mA  alwaws  been  a  land  of  liberts', 
and  that  slavery  once  lawfull\'  existed  within  its  borders,  as  it  did  in  nearly 
all  the  territory  of  the  original  13  colonies. 
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CiiAUTArouA,  April  28,  1814. 

To  Whom  it  May  Con'CKRX  :  This  may  certify  that  Win.  Harris,  of 
the  county  and  town  above  mentioned,  a^^ed  47  years,  about  5  feet,  7  inches 
high,  of  a  black  complexion,  born  of  free  parents  in  the  state  of  Rhode 
Island,  town  of  Scituate,  hath  made  before  me  such  proof  of  his  freedom, 
that  I  am  fully  convinced  of  his  freedom  as  to  the  pretense  of  any  person  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.    Given  under  my  hand, 

Matthkw  Pri-:xi)1':r(;ast. 
One  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  said  county. 

Recorded  April  22,  1814.  J.  Dkxticr,  Town  Clerk. 

New  York  in  1799  had  adopted  a  gradual  emancipation  act  at  which  time 
she  had  upwards  of  20,000  slaves.  In  1817,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Gov- 
ernor Tompkins,  her  legislature  passed  another  act  declaring  all  slaves  resid- 
ing within  the  state  free  on  the  4tli  of  July  1827.  Eight  slaves  and  their 
masters  were  residing  in  Chautauqua  county  in  181 7. 

Still  another  event  occurred  in  181 7,  which,  notwithstanding  tlie  mis- 
fortunes that  had  befallen  the  county,  denoted  that  it  was  making  progress 
and  emerging  from  its  primitive  condition  to  take  rank  with  the  older 
counties.  In  January  the  Chautauijua  Gazette  was  established  in  Fredonia. 
It  was  the  first  newspaper  published  in  the  county.  James  Percival  was  its 
editor.  It  was  afterwards  issued  by^Carpenter  and  Mull  and  by  James  Hull 
until  1822  when  it  was  suspended.  In  1823  it  was  revived  by  James  Hull 
and  continued  until  1826  when  it  was  united  with  the  People's  Gazette  from 
Forestville,  and  its  name  was  changed  to  Fredonia  Gazette.  It  was  puV)lished 
a  short  time  by  Hull  and  Snow,  removed  by  Hull  to  Dunkirk,  and  in  a  few 
months  to  Westfield  and  united  with  the  CJiaittauqiia  PlKenix. 

The  second  term  of  President  Madison  having  expired,  James  Monroe 
was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  (tOV.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  eleO'led  vice- 
president.  Tompkins  had  now  served  ten  years  as  a  Republican  governor 
of  New  York.  He  was  very  eflicient  in  the  su])p()rt  of  the  go\  ernment  in 
its  war  measures,  and  was  one  of  the  ablest  governors  the  state  had  ever  had. 
He  resigned  his  office  a  few  days  before  Marcli  4,  181 7.  In  Aj^ril  a  general 
election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Dewitt  Clinton,  who  had  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  the  politics  of  the  state  and  nation  and  was  an  eminent 
and  unwavering  Republican,  was  made  the  candidate  of  that  party.  He 
was  strong  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  because  of  his  friendship  to  the 
projected  canal.  The  Federalists,  who  had  now  pradlicaliy  ceased  to  exist 
as  a  party,  strongly  favored  his  election,  and  placed  no  candidate  in  the 
field  against  him.  He  was  cie(5led  substantially  without  oi^position.  In 
Chautauqua  county  he  received  605  votes,  only  7  votes  were  polled  against 
him. 

In  1789,  during  the  administration  of  President  Washington,  a  society 
was  founded  by  William  Mooney^  a  citizen  of  New  York  city.    One  of  its 


254 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


obje<5ls  was  to  prevent  the  consolidation  of  power  in  the  general  government 
of  the  United  States.  At  that  early  day  it  was  feared  that  nnder  the  system 
of  L^overnnient  tliat  had  been  adopted  the  independence  of  the  state  govern- 
ment and  the  common  lil^erties  of  the  people  were  threatened  by  the  powers 
given  to  the  general  government.  Its  pnrpose  was  in  this  respe(5l  qnite  in 
accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Repnblican  party  to  which  it  allied 
itself.  At  first  it  look  no  part  in  ])olitics.  It  finally  became  a  political 
institution,  taking  ground  with  Thomas  Jefferson.  It  rallied  to  the  support 
of  James  Ma(lis<Mi,  and  has  since  hccn  an  important  faclor  in  state  and 
national  politics.  It  was  allitd  to  the  Republican  party  as  long  as  that 
existed,  and  to  its  successor,  the  Democratic  party,  since  tfiat  time.  It  was 
called  tile  Tamman\-  societ\',"  and  took  its  title  from  a  celebrated  Delaware 
chief.  Tammany  Hall,  called  the  "  wigwam,"  was  erected  for  its  meetings. 
Its  officers  were  gi\-en  aboriginal  names.  It  has  a  grand  sachem,  13  sachems, 
a  sagamore  or  master  oi  ceremonies,  and  a  "  wislikinkie  "  or  door-keeper. 
The  1  2t]i  day  of  Ma\'  was  ke])t  as  its  anniversary.  The  council  fire,  the 
calumet  01  [»ipe  of  peace,  and  the  tomahawk  were  mentioned  and  syml)oli/ed 
in  its  laws  :iiul  eeienionies.  Tamman\'  ])roi)er  is  a  charitable  and  S(XMal  organ- 
ization, entirely  di.stincl  from  the  general  committee  of  the  Tammaii)'  Denioc- 
rac\'. 

W'e  Iia\-e  given  ;i  particular  description  of  this  societ)'  for  the  reason  that 
it  lia<l  n<»\v  become  an  important  faeb)r  in  |)olitics.  It  has  since  exercised  a 
grea.t  inlliience  tln"»>'.'.^l;out  the  state,  extending  often  to  Chautaiupia  count)'. 
( )f  the  nuanber.-.  of  as>'.-nibl_\'  at  this  (ir.st  meeting  of  the  legislature  under 
C'intoir>  adnr ni>' r  iti"n,  nearl)-  all  w  lio  belonged  to  Tamman\'  Hall  (j])[)osLd 
Clinton.  An  (-i(Kr  of  the  Taiiiniau  v  .'•ocietx'  on  certain  festal  occasions  wore 
tile  tail  of  a  (;>xr  bi  !lie".r  h.a.ts,  and  so  the  opjH.nents  of  (  jo\'enior  Clinton 
came  to  b  •  ealled  "  1  >iicktail:-/'  which  e\-entuall\-  became  the  name  of  a 
>tro!ig  aiul  in'b't^'nti.d  p'^rtion  of  tiie  Ivepubliean  party  in  the  state.  The 
snpi»orter->  of  (  bi\  er:ior  Cliutofi  were  c.illed  "  Clintonians.'' 

At  tile  ebetixu  Ileal  ill  ,\p:"il  iSij,  ICIiphalet  DeWey  was  elected  sheriiT, 
and  Dr.  b'di.'h  Ihenderea^i,  who  lia.d  seixed  :i  term  in  the  asstinbl)',  was 
eU  cted  >t ate  --L -uitor  b;.-  llu:  ]vepubIiea.n->  iVom  the  western  senate  di.->tr;et, 
then  eo'!ii|  o.^v d  o]"  the  we-tei  u  eonutiL-s  of  the  state.  He  was  the  fir-.t  per- 
son ehosvu  to  11). it  l'.)dy  from  Ciiautau.jMa  eount)'.  His  brother,  Dr.  John  J. 
lh\  ndeiga^t,  of  He'-kiiiier  count)-,  at  the  same  time  was  sent  from  tlie  mi(Mle 
<li>triet.  \\'h«.  n  i  >!-.  Je-Iiali  I'reiidv  rgae  t  was  nominated  for  senator,  it  was 
r.U'lerstoo.l  that  it  wa^  for  a  full  term  of  four  yea.rs.  Isaac  Wils^au  was  nom- 
inated at  tlie  r>ame  time  b)  tin.'  I\q)u])l leans  to  fill  vacanc)-  ol  one  \\\\\\  but, 
by  the  law,  the  cand;ivlat.e  wiio  li  id  the  ;;reatest  number  of  \a.)te-;  was  elected 
to  fill  the  ionL;e>t  term.  At  the  eleclion  which  followed  Wilson  received 
15,009  votes,  Jediah  Prcudergast  14,9^5  votes,  Jedediah  Preiidergast  91  votes 
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and  Jed  Prciidcrgast  10  votes,  in  all  15,086  for  Prendcrgast.  A  question 
arose  as  to  which  was  entitled  to  the  long  term.  It  was  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  committee  of  the  senate  by  the  oath  of  42  electors  that  had 
voted  for  Jcdcdiali  Prendergast  that  they  intended  to  vote  forjediah  Prender- 
gast,  which  would  have  given  him  18  majority  over  Wilson.  Yet,  after  a 
discussion  in  the  committee  of  tlie  whole  in  the  senate  (in  which  Col.  Samuel 
Yor.ng  opposed  Prendergast's  claim)  the  four  years'  term  was  assigned  to  Mr. 
Wilson,  and  the  short  term  to  Prendergast.  Mr.  Wilson's  claim  was  sup- 
ported by  the  Pucktails  and  ]\Ir.  Prendergast's  by  the  Clintoniaiis.  Mr. 
Prendergast  was  believed  to  have  been  then  a  Clintonian.  Yet  Ilannnond 
says  in  his  Political  Ilislory  of  New  York  "  tliat  Doctor  I^rcudcrgast  from 
that  day  became  a  zealous  l^ucktail.  I  leave  it  to  the  philosophical  inquirer 
into  the  action  of  the  human  mind  to  account  for  this  conversion."  On  a 
previous  jxige  Hammond  says  Doctor  Prendergast  was  an  U]>right  and  good 
man." 

July  9th  of  this  year  the  first  circuit  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  was  held 
in  the  county  by  Hon.  Ambrose  »Spencer,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and 
able  men  of  tlie  slate.  This  term  corresponded  with  tiie  circuit  turm  of  the 
present  supreme  court,  and  was  the  highest  of  the  courts  held  within  the 
county.  All  tlie  ceremonies  tlien  deemed  essential  to  its  dignit\'  were  duiv 
observed.  The  judge,  escorted  by  tlie  slierilT,  his  tlejMilies,  and  the  con- 
stables armed  with  staves  of  office,  marched  to  the  courlhonse,  wliere  the 
escort  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  the  judge,  preceded  b\-  the  siieri ff, 
entered  the  courtroom.  Tlie  example  furuislied  in  judicial  })roj>riety  was 
followed  at  the  N<)\'cinber  term  b\-  the  common  pleas  in  the  a])poiirLineiit  of 
a  regular  crier  to  o])en  and  a-ljourn  court.  This  duty,  l)efore  that  lime,  had 
been  ]>erfoi  med  1>\-  inexperienced  constables  w!io  had  n  ad  the  ])roelainalion 
from  a  b<)t)k  of  form-,  or  ha-l  re])e,ited  it  as  did  ited  by  the  clerk  or  judge. 
Mose>  IC.  vStetson  ol"Ma\villj  was  appointed  tiic  fir^t  crier.  ()iis  Dexter  was 
a])pointe<i  June  I S I S,  and  Al^el  Wih^ox  of  Jamestown  in  b\bru:ir\-  iS.M). 
Ch;;rles  I).  Rouse  wlio  li.id  been  cierk  t)!' the  board  of  su])er\-i:-ors  iVoiu  llie 
or;^anization  (jf  the  count\"  (with  the  exception  of  its  last  uieetin,;)  and  post- 
master .\t  Ma^vil'.e  from  b'ebruary  12,  iSij;,  hid  ])eeii  eiiarged  witli  \-ari(/as 
crimes,  a'liong  them  rob])ing  tlie  mails.  He  was  tried  at  tlie  tei  m  h.eld  in 
Jul)-  for  larceii}',  bat  was  acqaitted  to  tlie  ga'eat  dissati->:av^liou  ol'  the  people, 
'i'he  eiiarge  and  rulings  of  tile  judge  it  wav  i).'iie\-ed  j^roliieed  ihe  re-uil. 
John  C.  vSpencer,  sou  of  the  judge,  and  afterwards  s^-crv't.iry  of  war,  Nsas  the 
])ro.ecuting  atlo;iie\'.  He  wa-^  mica  dis.;u^ted  at  tlie  ju  l^e's  cliarge  and 
the  ver'iiet  of  the  jur\-.  Ivoase  afterwards  emigrated  to  Mis>ouri  wiiere  he 
was  sliot  wliile  standing-  in  the  door  of  a  Ik/lcI  in  St..  Louis.  His  murderer 
was  convicted  and  hung. 

May  28,  1818,  the  first  steamboat  that  navigated  L  ike  Erie  was  launched 
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at  Black  Rock  139  years  after  tlie  laundiing  of  the  GrifTon,  the  first  vessel 
that  liad  ever  sailed  over  its  waters.  This  steamboat  was  named  "  Walk-iii- 
the-water,"  partly  because  it  did  walk  in  the  water,  and  partly  in  honor  of  a 
Wyandot  ciiief  of  that  name.  The  arrival  of  the  Columbus  caravels  at 
Detroit  on  their  way  to  the  World's  Fair  at  Chica^^o  in  1893,  revived  the 
recollections  of  an  old  resident  of  the  appearance  of  that  craft  on  her  first 
trip.    He  says  : 

That  old  historical  boat  would  look  just  as  curious  to-day  passing  the 
maj^nificent  modern  lake  craft  as  did  the  small  boats  in  which  the  discoverer 
of  this  country  crossed  the  Atlantic.  The  coming  of  the  '  Walk-in-the-vvater  ' 
had  been  like  the  former  heralded  far  and  wide,  and  her  appearance  called 
forth  as  much  jo>-  and  more  wonderment  than  the  present  strangers.  It  is 
fair  to  presume  that  scarcely  a  person  in  this  whole  western  country  had 
seen  a  water-craft  propelled  by  steam,  mitil  the  '  Walk-in-the-water '  steamed 
up  the  Detroit  river.  It  is  said  that  the  Indian  contingent,  in  particular, 
were  wild  with  excitement  and  could  hardl\'  believe  their  eyes.  There  is 
almost  as  much  diflerence  between  the  '  Walk-in  the-water  '  and  one  of  our 
modern  lake  boats  as  there  is  between  Columbus's  craft  and  the  modern 
gre>'h()unds  which  ])ring  this  countrN'  into  such  intimate  relations  with 
iMirope." 

This  notice  of  a  trip  of  the  Walk-in-the-water  "  to  Mackinaw  to  carry 
goods  for  the  American  Fur  Co.,  is  gi\'en  in  a  New  York  City  paper  of  May 
20,  1S19.  "  The  swift  steamboat,  '  Walk-in-the-water,'  is  intended  to  make 
a  \'oyage  early  in  the  summer  from  Buffalo  on  Lake  Erie,  to  Mackinaw  on 
Lake  Huron,  for  the  conveyance  of  a  compan.y.  The  ship  has  so  near  a 
resem])lance  to  the  famous  Argonautic  expedition  in  the  heroic  ages  of  (ireece, 
that  expeclation  is  quite  alix'e  on  the  subjeel.  Many  of  our  most  dis- 
tinguislied  citizens  are  said  to  ha\-e  already  engaged  their  passage  for  this 
s]>lendid  ad\-enture."  The  ''Walk-in-the-water"  made  weekl\'  tri{)s  fr<jm 
Black  IvDck  to  Detroit  and  back,  stopping  at  Dunkirk  and  the  other  ])rincipal 
towns  oil  tile  American  shore.  Her  rates  of  fare  from  l>lack  Rock  were 
S3  to  Dunkirk,  So  to  haie.  Si  2  to  Cleveland,  S13  to  vSandusky,  SiS  to  Detroit. 
The  faeilitic-s  for  tra\el  alfofded  b\'  this  boat  brought  Chautau<[ua  eount)'  a 
litlle  neai'er  the  Ivist,  lessening  the  time  and  increasing  the  ciunfort  of  ])as- 
sengers  from  and  to  B'uHalo,  Tlie  '' Wa Ik-in-lhe-water  "  was  ruined  in  a 
s<iuaH  near  Ihilf  ilo  in  Xovem])er  i S2  i ,  and  never  after  navigated  the  lake. 
It  was  succeeded  b\-  tlie  "  Superior,"  the  second  steamboat  on  the  lake,  in 
May  1S22. 

During  court-week  in  June  iSiS,  the  Chautauqua  Count)'  Medical  .Society 
was  organized.  Dr.  Klial  T.  Foote  was  elected  president,  Samuel  vSnow 
vice-president,  Feiin  Demming  secretary,  treasurer  and  librarian.  Oris 
Crosby,  John  P.  M.  Whaley  and  Henry  vSargent  censors.  The  pioneer  phy- 
sicians were  unusually  able  men,  fnll\-  up  to  the  standard  of  the  pre>ent. 
They  possessed  high  attainments  in  their  profession,  and  often  varied  accom- 
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plisliiiieiits  beyond  tlic  needs  of  tlieir  vocation.  Tlie  practice  of  medicine  in 
Cliantanqua  was  a  most  laborious  pursuit.  A  pliysician's  ride  extended  over 
a  wide  and  sparsely  settled  country.  Tlie  roads  were  bad,  usually  bridle- 
paths, and  often  the  physician  would  have  to  j^o  by  f()rest-i)aths  on  foot,  with 
his  medical  baiL^s  on  his  arm,  to  visit  his  patients.  Durinj^  the  inclement 
seasons  his  labors  were  arduous  and  fati<;uin<^  in  the  extreme.  Prior  to  1809 
there  was  no  licensed  physician  in  the  county.  Durini^  the  first  seven  or 
eight  years  of  the  settlement,  when  sickness  came  to  the  cabins  of  the  pio- 
neers, they  depended  upon  roots,  herbs  and  simple  remedies,  and  the  knowl- 
edge and  experience  of  their  wives  and  mothers. 

Dr.  Mclntyre,  who  settled  at  Mayville  in  the  fall  of  1804,  was  probably 
the  first  person  who  made  pretensions  to  a  knowledge  of  the  healing  art. 
He  claimed  to  have  obtained  his  skill  from  the  Indians,  and,  like  other  pre- 
tenders, had  many  believers.  Long  advertisements  of  his  skill  appeared  in 
many  numbers  of  the  ChautaiKjiia  Eagle. 

Dr.  Squire  White  was  the  first  educated  licensed  physician  of  the  county. 
He  came  to  Canadaway  in  1809,  was  born  at  Gilford,  Vt.,  Nov.  20,  1785, 
studied  medicine  with  his  brother  Asa  White  in  Sherburne,  X.  V.,  and  with 
Dr.  Joseph  White  of  Cherry  Valley  (one  of  the  most  celebrated  i^hysicians 
and  surgeons  in  the  state).  Dr.  White  had  great  medical  knowledge,  was  an 
excellent  physician,  had  an  extensive  practice,  and  was  perhaps  the  best- 
known  physician  in  the  county  for  many  years.  He  was  greatly  esteemed 
for  his  talents  and  attainments  outside  of  his  profession.  He  was  chosen  the 
first  surrogate  of  the  county,  served  three  terms  in  the  assembly,  and  died 
April  2,  1857. 

Dr.  John  E.  ^Marshall  was  the  secoiul  ])hysici<'in.  He  came  to  Mayville 
in  Oclober  1809,  was  born  at  Norwich  Conn.,  March  18,  1785,  and  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  Philemon  Tracy  of  Norwich.  He  was  surgeon  of  the  2d 
regiment  of  New  York  State  militia  in  the  war  of  1812.  In  1815  he  removed 
to  Buffalo  where  he  took  a  front  rank.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  cholera 
in  1832,  he  was  the  health  physician  of  Huffalo.  He  was  the  first  county 
clerk  cf  Chautauqua  county.  He  was  afterwards  clerk  of  Niagara  county 
when  it  embraced  Erie  and  Niagara  counties.    He  died  in  Buffalo  in  1838. 

Dr.  Jacob  Burgess  was  the  third  physician.  He  came  in  the  fall  of  181 1 
and  settled  at  Silver  Creek.  He  also  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
acquirements.  He  was  born  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  in  1785,  and  died  in 
Silver  Creek  in  1855.    Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  is  his  son. 

Dr.  Jediah  Prendergast,  came  also  in  181 1  and  settled  at  Mayville.  He 
was  born  at  Pawling,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1766.  Pie  was  licensed  to  jMactice  in 
Rensselaer  county.  He  first  settled  at  Thorold,  Canada,  where  he  had  an 
extensive  practice.    He  practically  went  out  of  j)ractice  in  Chautauqua 
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county,  but  kept  a  small  stock  of  medicine  at  his  store,  where  he  often  pre- 
scribed for  patients. 

Dr.  William  Prender<^Mst,  son  of  ^lattliew,  came  to  Mayville  about  the 
same  time  as  liis  uncle  Jediali,  with  whom  he  had  studied  medicine  in  Can- 
ada. He  was  soon  full)'  in  practice,  but  the  bad  roads  and  scattered  popula- 
tion caused  him  in  iSr  s  to  abandon  his  profession,  and  devote  his  attention 
to  aj4;riculture.     He  died  March  ii,  1857. 

Dr.  Lawton  Richmond  in  181 1  settled  near  the  present  villa«^e  of  Dewitt- 
ville.  His  j>ractice  extended  from  that  place  to  the  Cross  Roads.  He  removed 
to  Indiana  in  1817,  returned  to  Chautauqua  in  1827  1828,  and  practiced 
medicine  until  about  1834  when  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Hvi'.iy  I\  vSavtwdl  was  born  in  P)erkshire  county,  I\Id.,  about  1790. 
He  commenced  ]>ractice  in  ^[a^'ville  in  1S12.  He  removed  to  Yates  county 
in  181 5,  where  he  l)ecaine  distin<^rnislied  as  a  botanist. 

Dr.  h'Jinl  1\  I'oote  was  the  next  ph\sieian.  He  was  l)()rn  in  (ireenfield, 
now  Ciill.  Mass.,  M:i\'  i,  iy()(K  He  read  niedielne  in  vShcrburne,  and  attended 
lectures  in  New  York  city,  was  licenced  In*  the  Chenan<40  count)'  Medical 
vSoeiet)',  and  su1)ScC|iK'ntly  received  the  honorar\-  degree  of  M.  D.  He  came 
to  Jamestown  in  the  sprinj^  of  1815.  He  was  the  first  physician  to  settle  in 
tlie  south  j')art  <^r  the  count)'.  Dr.  P\)ote  soon  became  a  most  prominent 
citizen  and  held  important  offices.  He  was  several  times  member  of  assem- 
bly, and  at  one  time  slieiifT.  He  succeeded  Zattu  Cushiny^  as  first  jud^^e,  and 
held  that  jx)sition  for  20  )ears.  For  man)-  )'ears  there  was  scarcely  an 
enterprise  ti.»  'promote  tlie  material  interests  of  the  county  in  which  he  did 
not  take  a  le^idiui;-  part.  He  was  also  active  in  movements  to  ])romote  its 
moral  and  reli'^ous  welfiire.  Dr.  P\)ote  was  an  able  man,  (Uid  a  leadin*;' 
Democrat  or  Repulican  w  hen  the  names  were  s\  iionyinous,  and  durini; man)' 
years  was  \'er)'  infiueutial  in  political  affairs.  The  olhcial  positions  he  held, 
and  the  iiro!ninent  ])art  that  he  took  in  public  affairs,  brou>;ht  him  in  con- 
tact with  tlse  pioneer^,  made  him  tIiorou_L',hl )'  ae((uainted  with  their  li\'es,  and 
familiar  with  t'le  earl)-  liistoi)-  o!"  the  count)',  and  led  him  to  take  a  deep 
interest  in  its  j)reser\ati(ai.  Stxjii  after  KS20  he  comnieneed  to  collect 
information  relatini^  'to  the  earl)'  settlement  of  the  county  aud  its  subse(|Uent 
histor\',  which  he  continued  until  his  death,  althou<4h  durin;;  man)'  of  his 
later  )-ears  he  resided  at  Xew  Haven.  Xo  one  has  contribute<l  so  miieli  in 
time  or  mone)-,  or  rendered  such  valuable  services  as  he,  in  preser\'ini;  the' 
facts  relatin!^-  to  its  histor)'.  His  son,  Horace  A.  Foote,  of  New  York,  has 
much  of  the  valuable  material  so  carefully  collected  by  him.  Jud^^e  h\)ote 
died  in  November  1877. 

In  May  5  ^15,  a  few  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  I'oote,  Dr.  Laban  Hazel- 
tine  (  bom  about  1700,  died  May  4,  1852,)  settled  at  Jamestown.  There  were 
but  12  finnilies  there  at  that  time.     I-'or  nearly  40  years  he  gave  his  whole 
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time  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  was  the  best-known  pliysician  in  the 
sonth  part  of  the  connty.  He  was  an  excellent  physician,  thoronj^hly 
edncated  and  nnnsnally  successful.  He  was  a  man  of  literary  and  scientific 
attainments,  and  as  a  citizen  was  <;reatly  respected.  We  eo])y  from  the 
Early  History  of  Ellicott  "  by  his  son,  Gilbert  Hazeltine,  some  extracts 
which  show  the  hardships  incident  to  the  practice  of  medicine  m  a  new 
county. 

The  roads  were  few  and  almost  impassable;  the  travelin^i;-  was  entirely 
on  horseback  and  mostly  on  old  Indian  trails,  and  the  wilderness  was  full  of 
howlin.i;  wolves  and  screechiuf^  panthers.  When  a  boy  we  have  listened  by 
the  hour  to  the  recital  of  adventures  in  the  deep  forests  of  those  days  of  Dr. 
Foote,  Dr.  Hazeltine,  and  others  with  the  wild  animals  of  the  woods.  And 
we  well  remember  that  in  their  opinion  they  were  not  so  much  to  be  dreaded 
as  most  peoj^le  ima^^ined  ;  that  they  seldom  attacked  a  man  if  the\-  had  a 
chance  to  ^et  away,  except  when  famished  by  extreme  hun^^er.  i^inlhers 
were  seldom  seen  and  probably  were  not  numerous.  The  bear  was  considered 
the  really  dan,L;erous  animal  in  our  forests.  The  doctors  were  frequently 
overtaken  by  the  darkness  when  })ursuin;^  tliese  paths  or  trails,  and  when 
miles  distant  from  any  road  or  habitation,  and  when  their  iutellii^ent  horses 
would  stand  still  and  refuse  to  i;o  farther.  They  would  then  tie  their  horses 
to  the  nearest  sapliu^i^^  and  build  a  fire  near  some  lar»;e  trees;  seat  themselves 
at  its  roots  and  place  their  saddles  and  saddle  blankets  over  their  lec;s  for 
proteclion.  So  wearied  were  they  that  frequently  they  would  sleep  soundly, 
althou<;h  the  last  sounds  that  saluted  their  ears  were  the  deep  howl  of  the 
wolf,  the  wail  of  the  ]:)anther  or  the  l>'nx,  or  the  screech  of  the  owl  and  the 
various  noises  of  a  well  inhabited  forest.  Duriu,^  the  Hrst  years,  Dr.  Hazel- 
tine  c^euerally  traveled  with  a  small  do^i;,  which  he  considered  an  almost 
infallible  ])rote(5lion,  and  who  on  more  than  one  occasion  ])iloted  him  out  of 
the  woods.  He  found  that  his  horse  would  readily  follow  the  (1o_l;  in  the 
woods  on  a  dark  ni^ht,  when  he  would  not  move  a  sini^le  slcj)  without  him. 
In  traveling-  these  i)rimitive  woods  the  ;^reat  dan,!L;er  cf)nsisted  in  lea\'in,i;'  the 
old,  well-beaten  trail  to  <;o  around  a  windfall,  or  to  seek  a  more  promisiui^ 
place  to  ford  a  stream,  or  foolishly  thinkiuji;  they  could  take  a  more  direct 
course  to  the  place  they  desired  to  reach.  To  leave  the  trail  w.is  oencrally 
a  pre])aratiou  for  spending  a  nit^^ht  in  the  forest.  Plu  sicians  frecpiently  took 
rides  that  required  two  or  three  days  to  accomplish.  Dr.  Hazeltine  fre({uently 
went  to  Warren  and  below,  and  on  several  occasions  as  far  from  home  as 
PVanklin,  Pa.  It  now  seems  almost  impossible  that  any  one  could  or  would 
endure  the  hardships,  danj^ers  and  privations  which  were  the  common  lot  of 
physicians  when  the  country  was  a  wilderness,  and  when  the  pay  received 
for  their  services  would  not  equal  that  received  by  a  sawyer  in  one  ol  the  mills. 
If  any  class  of  human  beinj^s  who  have  ever  lived  deserved  the  .qratitude  of 
their  fellows  and  liberal  ])ensions  for  benefits  gratuitously  bestowed,  it  was 
the  pioneer  physicians  of  southern  Chantaucjua. 

Dr.  vSamuel  Snow  commenced  pratflice  in  Canadaway  in  I^ebruary  1816. 
Dr.  Fenn  Dcmmin^  commenced  pracflice  at  the  Cross'  Roads  in  1815. 
He  was  surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  army  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  was  at  the  attack 
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on  York  (Toronto),  was  present  at  the  death  of  General  Pike,  was  subse- 
qnentl)'  taken  prisoner,  confined  at  Montreal,  and  finally  paroled.  , 

Dr.  Marcus  Simons  came  early  and  practiced  medicine  at  Westfield  and 
Portland. 

Dr.  Henry  Sari^ent  came  in  1817.  He  was  born  in  New  Chester,  N.  H., 
April  4,  1790,  graduated  at  Dartmouth  Medical  College  in  the  winter  of 
181 1  and  181 2,  married  Leonora  Tudor  of  New  Chester  in  1813,  removed  to 
Sinclairville  in  1817,  from  thence  to  Carroll  in  1825,  and  to  Warren  in  1833. 

"Dr.  Orris  Crosby  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Jan.  2,  1791  ;  went  to 
Canada,  in  1809,  to  study  medicine  with  an  uncle  ;  and  in  June,  181 3,  was 
put  in  prison,  and  handcuffed  for  vindicating  his  country's  cause.  In  July 
he  was  put  on  board  the  fleet  on  Lake  Erie  by  order  of  Commodore  I^arclay. 
vSe])teniber  10,  1813,  he  was  shot  in  the  breast  by  Lieut.  John  Garland  of  the 
liritish  nav\',  because  he  would  not  fight  his  countrymen,  and  was  left  for 
dead.  This  same  Garland  was  slain  in  the  adlion  ;  but  Crosby  survived,  and 
carried  during  life  the  marks  of  the  wound,  and  of  the  British  handcnfis  on 
his  wrists.  After  Perry's  victory.  Dr.  Crosby,  having  gradually  recovered, 
went  to  Genesee  county  and  resumed  his  medical  studies  ;  was  licensed  there 
by  the  medical  society  in  June  1817,  came  with  his  uncle,  Hliakim  Crosby, 
to  P^redonia,  opened  a  drug  store,  and  commenced  praclice." 

These  were  the  pioneer  physicians  of  the  county.  As  it  increased  in 
population,  the  number  of  physicians  increased  also,  and  in  1840  there  were 
50  licensed  in  the  county. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 
1819-1820. 

"  Cold  as  the  inonuniental  stone 
Sliall  sleep  forj^olteii  and  alone,  - 
In  the  embrace  of  death." 
'  — -James  JI.  Price. 

ON  THE  first  day  of  May,  181 9,  the  second  newspaper  of  the  county 
was  established  at  Mayville.  It  was  the  Chautauqua  Eagle^  and  con. 
tinned  for  about  a  year.  But  few  numbers  of  the  Chautauqua 
Caz'ettt\  the  first  newspaper,  have  been  preserved  and  we  are  unable  to  s])eak 
of  it  as  fully  as  we  would  like.  Its  editor  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
ability,  and  his  paper  a  creditable  sheet.  We  have  better  information  con- 
cerning the  Chautauqua  Eagle.    It  was  read  with  a  lively  interest  by  citi- 
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zcns  long  since  passed  away.  A  little  space  may  be  properly  devoted  to 
the  editor  and  his  paper,  that  something  nlay  be  known  of  the  intellectual 
taste  of  the  early  settlers,  and  of  the  kind  of  literature  furnished  them. 

Robert  J.  Curtis,  editor  ol  the  E(io-l(\  in  letters  to  Judge  K.  T.  Inmte  gives 
a  sketch  of  his  own  history,  and  enlightens  us  as  to  the  independent  roving 
life  of  the  printer  of  earh'  years.,  lie  was  born  in  ]{li/abethtown,  Pa.,  in 
179T,  of  Quaker  ancestry  and  learned  the  ])rinter.s'  trade  at  Meadville  before 
i(Si  2.  When  war  l)i'oke  out  he  w.is  setting  t>'i)e  in  eastern  Penus)-] vania,  and 
wlien  he  heard  of  IIulTs  surrender,  lie  laid  aside  hi>  rouiposiug  stick,  and 
journeyed  on  foot  o\er  the  mountains  nearly  tlie  whole  length  of  the  state  to 
Meadville,  where  he  enlisted.  He  served  creditably  on  the  frontier  and  was 
honorably  discharge*!  at  Ihiffalo.  He  then  went  to  hj  ie  where  he  started  the 
Nortlimi  Srn/ific/.  Connnodore  Perry  was  at  the  time  building  his  lleet. 
His  headquarters  being  at  Erie,  Curtis  enjoyed  the  society  of  the  officers. 
He  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  gallant  Capt<ain  Rrooks  of  the  marine 
corps,  which  finally  grew  into  a  friendship.  As  Curtis  w:/iked  with  him  to 
his  boat  when  he  embarked  before  the  1)attle  of  Lake  Erie,  Brooks  said, 
"Curtis  I  shall  never  see  you  again.  We  will  have  an  engagement,  and  I 
shall  be  killed."  vSo  it  was,  P) rooks  was  cut  in  two  by  a  cannon -1)all  on  the 
Lawrence.  When  Perry  returned  to  Erie  accompanied  by  General  Harrison, 
Curtis  spent  an  evening  with  them  at  the  house  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Wilson, 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  and  had  the  rare  ])rivilege  of  listening  to  des- 
criptions of  the  famous  battles  of  Put-in-l)ay  and  the  Thames,  immediately 
after  they  were  fought,  from  the  lips  of  these  fanu)us  men. 

Tlic  N  orthern  Srntinrl  WA'^  discontinued  in  1815.  A  little  later,  Curtis 
commenced  the  i)ublication  of  The  Genius  of  tJie  Lakes  at  lu  ie.  In  1819 
this  paper  was  enlarged,  and  its  name  changed  to  77/c'  Pli<eiiix  aiui  Ju'ic 
Rejleclor.  It  was  soon  removed  to  Mayville,  and  its  name  changed  to  TJie 
CJiaKtaiKjiia  luigle.  The  leading  men  of  Ma\  ville  had  guaranteed  him  400 
subscribers,  and  job  j)rinting  and  advertising  to  the  amount  of  $4(x:>.  The 
subscri])tion  j)rice  was  $2  a  year  in  advance.  The  /idi^/e  had  ])een  scarcely 
established  a  year  when  Curtis  sold  it  and  journe)  ed  to  Wheeling,  \.\.  When 
he  reached  there  he  had  but  25  cents.  A  couple  of  strangers  assisted  him 
to  buy  out  the  I'iri^inia  Xor/fiwes/eru  Ga:ef/e  wliich  he  changed  to  the 
Jl'heeliiiq;  Gazelie,  One  of  these  men,  Xoah  Lane,  had  such  confidence  in 
his  ability  and  characler,  that,  shortly  after  he  commenced  business,  he  geii- 
eroush'  sent  a  receipt  in  full  for  $250  that  Curtis  owed  him  with  a  note  which 
read  The  press  ought  to  be  free."  Mr.  Curtis  discontinued  printing  in 
183,],  and  engaged  in  fanning  11  miles  below  Wheeling.  He  was  living  in 
1854.  The  Juii^lc  was  ])tiblishe<l  at  Mayville  in  a  chamber  the  store  occu- 
pied |at  first  by  George  McGonaglc,  and  later  by  J.  W.  Purrows.    Curtis  was 
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assisted  by  his  two  inaiden  sisters.  Willard  \V.  Brighain  was  his  apprentice. 
From  liis  paper  we  may  learn  what  interested  the  people  of  Chantanqna 
county  more  than  75  years  a'^o.  Communications  from  local  writers,  often 
in  jj^ood  prose,  ori;^inal  poetry,  quite  as  good  as  that  now  contributed  to 
country  newspapers,  lei;al  notices,  advertisements,  and  occasional  political 
articles.  l>nt  tlie  chief  attrae^ti on  of  the  I'^aj^h'  was  the  frequent  poetic  con- 
tributions by  James  II.  I'rice,  a  lawyer  of  Mayville. 

Price  was  born  in  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  about  17S7.  Pie  studied  law  in  Troy, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  about  iSoS,  and  o])Lned  an  office  there,  and  had  a 
good  ]>raciice.  He  was  a  jn'eceptor  of  William  1^.  Marcy.  It  is  said  that 
Price  h:id  been  disappointed  in  some  political  ambition  which  led  him  to 
become  intemperate,  lie  came  to  Mayville  id)out  1S12  or  1IS13  and  resided 
theie  J  7  )  eais.  He  did  some  law  business,  interested  himself  in  jtolitics, 
often  wrote  ])oetr\'  auil  miscellaneous  pieces  for  the  newspa]>ers.  He  was  an 
able  law)er  and  a  generous  man.  He  died  in  Ma\'ville  in  June  1829. 
Although  kind-hearted  and  amial)le,  he  had  a  highly  sensitive  nature,  which 
on  a  few  oeca-^ii^)ns  betra\'ed  him  into  the  use  of  intemperate  language,  and, 
in  one  instance  when  excdted  bv  drink,  led  him  to  insult  the  court.  While 
trying  a  case  in  liuffalo  in  oi>position  to  Jouas  Harrison,  Price.  ])ro\'oked  by 
the  unfa\()rai)]e  i  iilings  uf  the  court,  made  a  fierce  attack  on  the  judge,  for 
which  he  was  adv  ised  by  his  friends  to  apologize  in  o[!en  court.  This  he 
did  the  next  morning  in  this  manner,  a  night's  sleep  not  having  assuaged 
his  resentment.  "  I  regret  to  have  said  yestenhi)'  that  there  was  no  power 
in  heax  eii  or  earth  that  could  force  a  sound  legal  idea  into  tlie  lieact  of  the 
court.  A  night's  rest  lias  discovered  to  me  my  mistake.  I  luul  not  thought 
of  the  power  of  eleclricity  ;  undoubtedly  lightning  might  have  done  it." 
Curtis,  who  knew  him  ])est,  s:\\s  he  was  a  noble-hearted  and  talented  man, 
that  he  was  snbi^ct  to  fits  of  melaneliol)'  which  was  his  excuse  for  drinking. 
A  'MeuquMary  remedy,"  Price  would  say,  'M)ut  a  \'ery  bad  one."  Curtis, 
who  ]i:id  much  inlluence  over  him,  kept  him  soljer  wliile  he  was  in  MaN'ville. 
He  howe\er  died  an  inebriate.  Twelve  or  more  of  Price's  poems  which 
ap])eared  in  the  Juil^Ic  show  that  he  possessed  a  cultivated  mind  and  much 
poetic  talent.  That  his  mental  products  may  not  be  entirely  lost  we  copy  at 
random  some  of  these  \-erscs  : 

..  ODH  TO  THK  GRASSIIOPPKR. 

IToppiii}^'  and  skippiiitj  through  the  fields  There  is  not  a  Dutchman  on  t!ie  soil 

Where  Nature  any  herbat^e  yields,  Whose  careworn  cheek  affords  a  smile 

And  marrinij^  this  fair  season,  To  greet  his  nearest  neighbor  ; 

Tell  me  ye  spindle  shanks,  While  your  devouring  tushes  craunch, 

What  demon  bids  you  i»lay  such  |>ra!iks  Gone  is  his  cabbage,  root  and  branch, 

'Gainst  law  and  rhvnie  and  reason  ?  The  fruit  of  all  his  labor. 
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And  dark,  and  dismal  was  that  hour, 
WTien,  fierce  on  j^arden,  field  and  bower, 

You  made  your  dread  attacks  ; 
And,  scouring  every  hill  and  plain, 
You  eat  our  oats  and  summer  {^rain, 

And  strijiped  our  corn  and  flax. 

Potato  vines  are  NviUinj^  fast, 
Fam'd  ruta  baga  cannot  last 

Much  longer  for  your  rations  ; 
Melons  and  scpi-ishcs  too,  I  ween, 
Will  (juit  in  grief  this  earthly  scene, 

Amid  your  dcjiredutions. 

'  Tis  said  that  in  old  S  iU-in  town. 
Where  witches  used  to  hang  and  <lrown 

To  frighten  ignorant  ])eo])le, 
That  you  in  savage,  wild  affray. 
Just  at  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Devoured  their  church  and  steeple  ! 

Lo  I  not  content  with  cotinnon  crops, 
Yillaiiis  !  you're  eating  uj)  the  hops 

Just  for  your  nujrning  bitters, 
Regartlless  how  another  ye.\r, 
Our  scorching  thronts  v.ill  howl  for  beer, 

You  shameless,  graceless  creatures  ! 


The  farmers,  with  true  rustic  grace, 
Put  on  ol<l  Jeremiah's  face  ; 

And,  loud  as  they  can  bawl, 
Sincerely  wish,  sincerely  pray, 
At  home,  abr(>ad,  by  night  or  day. 

The  devil  had  you  all. 

Destruction  cm -your  bodies  seize, 

You  worse  than  Ivgyptian  lice  and  fleas 

That  thinned  })roud  IMiaro's  ranks; 
Worse  than  that  noisy  tri1)e  of  frogs, 
That  croak'.'d  about  among  the  bogs 

Oji  Nile's  deserted  b:inl:s. 

Musi-  o'er  ih  it  '  ( iMif  of  ruin  I  j>.uise. 
When  round  the  summer  insect  draws 

The  curtained  sIkuIc  of  death. 
Kre  long,  with  hurried  march  sublime, 
The  sharp  au'l  sweejiing  sc\  the  of  time 

Shall  crop  the  faire;  t  \vreath. 

}*eauty  and  youth,  by  yLars  decayed. 
Like  the  frail  insert,  too,  shall  fade 

In  fate's  <le^trnclive  hour  ; 
Lost  in  tlie  di      (iisuwned,  forgot, 
Shall  ])e  the  dire,  unhappy  lot 

Or  each  dep.irted  ilower. 


Til 
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wriUcii  tipoii  the  death  of  Cicor 


The  rose  may  bio  >m  on  1«eauty's  cheek, 
I'rom  beauty's  eye  tiie  light  may  break, 

And  beauty's  bosom  s\^l•ll 
All  wildly  tlirob'bing  to  bi.-  jtressed  : 
And  still,  rare  sing  and  cart-ssed, 

Its  am(jrous  moments  tell. 

You  blushing  nym])h,  with  fice  so  fair, 
And  flowing  locks  of  auburn  hair. 

In  pomj)  of  beauty  drest, 
Must  quit  the  toilet's  gay  jjarade  ; 
For  all  the  blooms  on  earth  :;hall  fade, 

The  loveliest  and  the  best. 

The  youthful  nerves  with  vigor  strung, 
The  music  of  alTection's  tongue, 

And  all  we  love  beneath. 
Cold  as  the  monumental  stone. 
Shall  sleep  forgotten  and  alone, 

In  the  embrace  of  death. 


vSliipiiian  of  Mayville. 

tlie  miud  consoles, 


One  ray  of  ho] 
As  on  the  tide  of  being  rolls 

To  dark  eternity. 
When,  sliivrring  on  death's  gloomy  coast 
l-'ailh  whispi-r.  "all  shall  not  be  lost 

In  that  uumeasureil  sea." 

From  Calvary's  summit  1)old  ami  high. 
The  saints  are  tcjiling  up  the  sky, 

And  tiny  who  strive  shall  win  ; 
Almiglity  ("fface,  .Almighty  Love, 
Life's  cumbrous  load  will  soon  remove, 

Au'l  let  the  conrpieror  in." 

Yes,  'tis  a  spirit  from  the  skies, 
That  bids  the  sleej»ing  dust  arise, 

In  form  «livinely  fair  ; 
'  Tis  mild  religion's  voice  that  gave 
A  filial  conquest  o'er  the  grave, 

x\nd  snuK)thed  the  passage  there. 


Ruler  of  Heaven  and  b'artli  Su])reme  ! 
Still  be  thy  grace  my  latest  theme  ; 

That,  ere  I  yield  my  breath, 
I  learn  the  maxim  wisdom  loves, 
And  virtue,  in  her  sons  approves, 

**  In  life  prepare  for  deatli." 
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The  first  two  verses  of  a  Christmas  hymn,  written  by  Price. 


No  more  the  moriiiiig  breaks  serene 
Mid  icy  winter's  jo}  less  scene 

When  hushcil  in  lon^  repose. 
The  milder  l)e;uities  cease  to  ])lay, 
And  stern  December  ruK;s  tlie  day 

Cold  on  his  thnnie  of  sTiows. 


Be  calm,  ye  winds  ;  ye  floods  that  roar, 
With  j^entlest  music  kiss  the  shore  ; 

Ye  storms,  by  winter  whirled, 
vSmooth  every  harsh  discordant  sound, 
An<l  whis])er  as  ye  travel  round 
A  Saviour  of  the  world." 


It  is  ink-restiiii;  to  know  that  such  refined  sentiments  found  expression  in 
a  frontier  ul \vs|)a[)cr,  and  tliat  they  were  read  and  admired  l)y  its  backwoods 
subscril)ers.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  the  author  sliouUl  fill  at  last 
a  drunkanVs  i^rave.  The  death  of  Price  was  scarcely  noticed  at  the  time, 
and  liis  ])lace  of  burial  at  Mayville,  became  almost  fori^otten.  Jud^e  Klial  T. 
P'^oote  ascertained  its  location  in  i^S7)  ^^"^^^  caused  headstones  to  be  creeled 
at  liis  own  expense  at  the  ^^raves  of  Price  and  of  his  brother  lawyer  Casper 
Rouse.  They  were  bm  icd  side  by  side.  A  volinne  of  Price's  prose  and 
2>octry  was  published  in  1SJ3.  His  later  efforts  were  onh'  pu1)lislied  in  the 
Eagle.  Other  <;ood  writers  contributed  to  the  early  newspapers.  Well-writ- 
ten articles  up>on  political  and  miscellaneous  subjects  often  a})peared. 
■  Authorship  commenced  in  Chautauqua  coimt}'  at  an  early  day.  The 
first  book  ]>ublished  was  entitled  ''A  Contrast  between  Christianity  and  Cal- 
vinismb\'  a  western  clerj^yman.  It  was  published  in  1S24  at  Fredonia  by 
PI.  C.  Prisbee.  "An  Abridoeuient  of  Imij^HsIi  Grammar  of  Kt)niolo<^)'  and 
Syntax,  desii^ned  for  the  use  of  Common  Schools  in  the  United  vStates,  by  the 
author  of  a  new  and  complete  systeni  of  Arithmetic,''  was  published  at 
Fredonia  in  1S27,  ])y  Oliver  vSpafford  ;  Hull  and  Snow  printers.  These 
books  Were  written  dv  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Todd,  at  one  time  editor  of  the  Goiius 
of  Jjbcrly,  a  Pni  versali.st  newspaper  })ublished  in  Jamestown.  Mr.  Todd  was 
born  in  New  Ilaveu,  Conn.,  in  1794,  came  to  Chautau(|Ua  county  in  (Si 7 
and  afterwards  ii\-ed  upon  the  farm  at  l)ewitt\-ille  where  the  county  ]H)or- 
house  lU'w  stands.  In  iSy  he  niox'ed  t(-)  Jamestown,  He  was  a  well  known 
Uni\-er>alist  clerg\inan.  IK-  and  Rew  S.  R.  Smith  were  about  the  llrst  pro- 
mul<^'alors  of  the  faith  in  the  c<Minty.  Todd  was  a  writer  of  iU3  mean  ability. 
He  was  the  author  al.^o  of    Mea'al  Ju.stiee  of  Uni\-ersalism,"  and  other  woiks. 

In  a  cop\-  of  the  J-laglc  of  this  \ear  i,>  a  notice  that  "  a  livin<^  Africin  lion 
will  l)e  exhibited  at  the  ta\  ern  of  Jediah  Tracy  in  May\'ille,  ( )ctober  11, 
iSk;, — the  o!il\"  one  of  it>  kind  in  America.  Xo  a]>prehension  of  dauj^er 
need  be  entertained.,  a.s  he  is  secured  in  his  substantial  iron  ea;>;e.  Admit- 
tance 25  cents,  chihlren  half  ])rice."  Sometimes  a  sin<j;^le  elefduint  was  exhib- 
ited. It  would  be  drix'en  to  [he  |.>lace  of  exhibition  in  the  nii^ht,  covered  with 
canvas  so  as  n.ot  to  be  seen  b\-  tlie  people  <:)n  the  way.  These  simple  slu^ws 
excited  s^reat  interest.  The\'  were  the  beo'inninj^s  of  the  caravans  and  cir- 
cuses th.at  periodiieally  \  isited  the  different  villa,L;es  of  the  count)'  and  were 
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so  popular  in  later  years,  and  were  the  forerunners  of  the  niannnoth  hippo- 
dromes of  the  present. 

This  year  the  villa^^'^e  of  Ellington  was  first  settled  by  Hbcnezer  Green, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.  At  the  end  of  a  nK^nth's  journey  with  an  ox-teani,  lie 
arrived  there  and  ereeled  tlie  first  loj^  cabin  on  the  site  of  the  village. 
Wynian  Ihigbee,  four  )'ears  i)reviously,  had  settled  half-a-inile  west  of  the 
place. 

At  the  election  in  1819,  Philo  Orton,  of  Ponifret,  a  Clintoniaii  Republican 
was  chosen  to  the  assembly.  He  was  the  second  jkmsou  who  had  the  honor 
of  rej)resenting  the  county  of  Chautaiupia  in  the  state  legislature.  He  signed 
the  address  by  the  Clintoniaii  members  of  the  legislature  to  their  constituents 
supporting  Crovernor  Clinlon. 

In  1820  Cliautau(|ua  was  the  i)aradise  of  hunters  and  sportsmen.  The 
brooks  were  full  of  trout,  particularly  the  streams  south  of  the  ridge.  These 
streams  were  sup])lied  by  springs,  which,  prcAecled  by  the  shade  of  tlie 
extensive  forests,  were  more  numerous  and  i)ermanent  than  now.  The  cold 
water  of  the  rivulets  and  brooks,  flowing  over  gravel h*  beds  in  the  shadows 
of  the  woods,  were  favorable  to  the  existence  of  these  fish.  The  settlers  were 
skillful  fishermen.  Equipped  witli  a  line  of  horsehair  of  their  own  manufac- 
ture, a  beech  pole  cut  on  their  way  to  the  fishing  ground,  a  box  of  angle 
worms,  and  with  practical  knowledge  of  the  streams  and  the  ways  of  the 
trout,  they  wcvq  fully  as  successful  as  the  fisherman  of  today  with  his  files 
and  reels.  Game  was  very  abundant.  The  wild  animals  were  the  wolf, 
black  bear,  panther,  wild-cat,  otter,  pine-martin,  and  opossum,  all  of  which 
have  disaj)peared  or  nearly  so.  The  smaller  animals  still  remain  ;  the  fox, 
hedge-hog,  raccoon,  wood-chuck  or  ground-hog,  skunk,  mink,  muskrat,  rab- 
bit, weasel  and  squirrel.  Black,  bear  were  plenty  until  about  the  close  of 
the  last  war  with  England.  They  were  until  then  more  numerous  than 
wolves.  Stephen  Jones  of  Gerry  in  181 1  or  181 2  caught  six  bears  in  a  trap 
in  one  season.  The  bears  were  very  bold  and  would  sometimes  enter  a 
settler's  cabin,  often  his  j)ig-j)en,  and  carry  off  his  swine.  The  first  log  house 
at  Sinclairville  had  scarcely  been  occupied  by  its  owners  when  a  bear  seized 
a  hog  near  the  door,  having  secured  this,  the  most  valualde  item  of  their 
personal  i)roperty,  he  coolly  took  his  departure  in  the  immediate  i)resence  of 
the  female  occupants,  walking  erect,  carry  ing  tlie  S(|U'  aling  hog  embraced  by 
his  forelegs,  to  the  great  consternation  of  tlie  w<jmen  who  were  tlie  sole 
witnesses  of  the  robbery.  The  bears  lived'  in  the  windfalls  and  sla^liings 
(hibernating  in  the  winter  in  hollow  logs,)  sul)sisting  upon  roots,  bL-rries  and 
fish.  They  were  fond  of  green  corn  and  fresh  ])ork,  which  ivndi  red  them 
obnoxious  to  the  inhabitants.  They  were  ca])tured  in  strong  steel  traps,  in 
dead  falls,"  and  in  small  log  houses  or  pens  erected  for  the  purpose.  They 
Avere  usually  not  very  dangerou.s,  they  would,  however,  in  defence  of  their 
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yoiuiif,  fiercely  attack  a  man,  advanciiij);-  rapidly  towards  liiin  on  tlieir  hind 
feet  in  lon*^  and  awkward  strides  with  their  fore  le<4"s  han<;in«^  by  tlieir  sides. 

The  jxanther  was  seldom  seen  bnt  there  is  no  part  of  tlie  county  that  he 
did  not  sometimes  visit.  Wikl-cats  were  more  plenty  ;  they'  infested  the 
swamps  until  comparatively  a  late  day.  Wolves  were  by  kir  the  most 
obnoxious  alt];ou.i;li  not  as  nunu  rous  at  first  as  the  bears.  As  the  county 
settled,  and  the  slieep  and  animals  wliieh  constitute  tlieir  prey  increased, 
the\-  became  \'ery  plenty,  and  lix'ed  not  oiil)-  in  the  tlrielcets  of  the  vaHe\'S 
but  amoui^-  the  hills  also.  They  infested  the  swamps,  and  were  \'er\'  numer- 
erous  around  the  lakes.  Tlie  peeuli:ir  frightful  cry  of  the  wolf  was  long- 
remembered  by  tlie  pioneer.  It  often  disturbed  his  rest  at  ni_L;ht.  A  fa\'orite 
haunt  was  the-  Ca>sada,i;a  swamp.  Tlie  in!Kd)itauts  of  Charlotte  and  Stock- 
ton were  familiar  witb  the  \'(»!Ce  of  the  wolf.  Mr.  J.  ly.  I>UL;l)ee  sa\'S  : 
Seemin<.dy  a  K  ader  \s'ould  beidn  the  concert  ]>y  a  solo  of  firm  prolon;^^ed 
howl,  when  the  rest  of  the  v.'oK  es  would  pitch,  in  with  a  ^ccrand  chorus  of  the 
most  terrible  jargon  of  sounds,  dyini;  away  at  the  place  of  bc'^inninj;-  as  the 
re\'erberat!oiis  sounded  o\-er  the  far-off  hills.''  J.  M.  Ivlsf)n,  a  citi/en  of 
CharU)tte  and  an  ex[)-'ri.-nced  huntei',  said  :  ''O't.'n  a  sin.de  wolf  W')uM  be 
the  cause  of  thi^  pandeiiKv.iinm.  The  wolf  was  an  acconiplislied  \-eulrilo- 
cpiist  ;  he  could  i,*|iodulate  his  \'oice  so  as  to  make  it  appear  to  come  from 
different  points,  lie  could  also  abruptly  chair^e  its  tone  so  that  there  would 
seem  to  be  main'  wol\t.  >  wliere  there  was  really  but  one.  On  one  occasion 
in  tlie  winter  their  disconhuit  S')Uiids  indicated  that  the  woods  were  full  of 
them.  People  thoiu^ht  there  were  50.  I  scoured  the  woods  from  wdieiice 
the  howls  appeared  to  come  and  could  fmd  but  three  wolf-tracks." 

Wolws  finally  became  "  as  pleiit\'  as  blackberries.''  The  inha1)itants 
depcai;l(,'(l  uj^on  domestic  manufaetured  cloth  for  their  clothiii';.  The  raisinji;- 
of  shee])  was  C(»ns(.(pient h'  an  import. mt  business.  It  was  dilTicnlt  howe\'er 
to  pres'.rx'e  the  sheep  from  the  woUes,  and  the)'  were  onl\-  safe  in  enclosures 
neai'  the  lion>e.  kari^v  bonuties  w^.'re  offered  for  scal[)S  of  the  wolves.  The 
state  ohl-red  S2n  for  the  destruction  of  a  full-<;rown  wt)lf,  and  $10  for  that  of 
a  >oun^r  one.  The  counte  :<ave  th.e  same  sum,  and  most  of  the  towns 
oHered  ne>t  less  than  Sio  as  a  bount)-.  Hunters  devoted  their  entire  time  to 
obtain  tliese  Ixuiuties.  In  June,  I'^-'io,  Levi  C.  Miller  and  Parley  Muni^er 
killed  one  v/olf  and  .six  xauiii;:;'  oius.  Peter  Ja.cfpiins  of  Ch'iner  is  said  to 
have  ca]>lured  nearl)  100  wolves  previous  to  1S32,  for  which  he  recei\'ed  an 
averai^e  bo'.iut)'  of  Si  2  per  head.  There  were  instriuces  in  which  ])ersons 
were  tempted  to  perpetrate  frauds  to  secure  these  bounties.  A  certificate 
was  issued  this  \'ear  (1820)  for  an  old  wolf  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
cauL^ht  when  a  whelp  and  ke])t  until  it  was  fully  o^rown.  James  Pates,  of 
Plllinj^ton,  when  a  bo)-  Init  15  \  ears  of  a<^e,  killed  a  full-i^j^rown  wolf  with  a  club, 
for  which  he  received  bounties  to  the  amount  of  $40.    Oliver  Pier,  a  famous 
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hunter  of  Hariuoiiy,  paid  for  his  farm  by  the  bounties  upon  tlie  wolves  that 
he  killed.  TIic  county  paid  $420  in  1S15  for  bounties.  $480  in  t8i6,  $580 
181 7,  $710  in  1818,  $472  in  1819,  and  $510  in  1820.  In  addition  to  these 
were  the  state  and  town  bounties.  Tlie  effect  of  such  lar^e  bcjunties  was 
greatly  to  reduce  the  number  of  wolves,  so  that  in  1S20  the  Chautauqua 
board  of  supervisors  petitioned  the  le<;islature  to  leave  the  amount  discre- 
tionary witli  the  board.  A  law  was  passed  to  th.it  effect  an<l  tlie  bounties 
were  reduced. 

Pine-martens  were  plenty  but  easily  captured,  which  led  to  their  exter- 
minati<.)n  about  tlie  Vear  1825.  Their  skins  were  worth  from  50  to  75  cents 
each.  Until  they  were  exterminated  there  were  no  black  or  j^rey  s(|uirrels 
in  the  county,  as  the  martens  were  tlieir  foes.  I'lyini;-  s(jui]rels  wt-re  com- 
mon. Olters  were  al^Tindant  alon^;-  tlie  water  courses.  They  were  mit^ratory 
animals,  and  would  travel  by  land  and  water  in  considerable  numbers  frc^ni 
the  Allegany  river  up  Cone  wan  l;o  and  Cassada_!:^^a  creeks  to  Cassada,i;a  lake, 
and  a  few  days  later  would  return  one  after  anotlier  alon,i^  the  same  route. 
Their  sli(lin;;-places  were  often  seen  alon<^  the  ])anks  of  the  Cassa<ia;:;a  and 
Conewan_i;o.  Prior  to  1816,  otter  skins  were  valued  at  20  shi]lin_^s  each, 
after  that  date  they  were  worth  more.  Tlie  otier  (lisappj;ired  about  1825. 
Zacheus  11.  Norton,  an  old  trap|)er,  who  li\'ed  in  ( icrry  near  Cassada<;a  creek, 
in  early  years  was  ver)*  successful  in  captr.ring  them  in  stroii^^  steel  traps. 

Tliere  were  not  many  foxes  in  these  da)-s.  Like  the  wol\-es,  they 
incrciised  as  the  creatures  that  constituted  their  l>rey  multiplied.  Hed.L;e- 
ho,:^s  were  ])lenty.  There  were  no  skunks  or  pole-cats  for  lorn;'  time  after 
settlement  commenced.  Vov  some  years  there  were  no  rats.  At  fust  there 
were  but  few  muskrats  except  along  the  larger  creeks.  There  were  many 
minks  and  raccoons,  the  latter  were  so  abundant  as  to  be  troul)lesome  to  the 
cornfields.  C)possums  were  occas-ionally  captured.  The  lynx  and  the  elk 
were  sometimes  seen  in  some  parts  of  the  county. 

Deer  were  very  abundant.  At  hrst  the)'  were  (piite  tame,  and  would 
browse  in  the  slashings  along  with  the  cattle.  \'enisou  was  dei^ended  upon 
as  an  article  of  Axjd,  and  deer  hunting  was  a  l)us!ness  of  necessity  as  well  as 
a  diversion.  In  the  winter  they  were  tracked  through  the  snow  and  in  the 
summer  were  killed  while  drinking  at  *Micks "  of  brackisli  water.  Deer 
ceased  to  be  plenty  about  1835,  but  have  been  killed  in  some  places  (juite 
,  recently.  In  early  years  there  were  in  the  count\-  .nany  noted  hunters  of 
deer  who  were  familiar  w'ith  their  habits  and  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the 
rifle.  In  fadt  every  neighborhood  had  Its  skilled  hunter.  Oliver  Pier  is 
said  to  liave  killed  1,322  deer  with  one  gun,  which  had  required  during  its 
use  three  new  stocks  and  hannners.  He  was  sometimes  called  the  Leather 
Stocking"  of  the  couiity.  Zacheus  H.  Norton  of  Gerry,  was  a  keen  hunter. 
About  this  time  he  killed  100  deer  in  a  single  winter.    Carroll  was  early 
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celebrated  for  its  abinidaTice  of  game  and  its  excellent  hunters.  Thomas  J. 
Fenton  of  Carroll  writes,  About  the  year  1825  James  Cowan,  quite  a  noted 
hunter,  settled  on  Case  Run.  While  in  search  of  game  he  penetrated  the 
tlien  dense  wilderness  of  South  \^alley,  Cattaraugus  county,  !o  an  Indian 
fence  wliich  had  been  erected  many  }'ears  before.  This  fence  commenced 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Indian  trail  near  the  boundary  line  between  Carroll 
and  vSoutli  \'a]lc)'.  It  was  lattice-work  ;  made  of  brush  and  small  ])oles  inter- 
woven. It  extended  northerl)'  near  I  }i  miles  over  a  higli  ridge  of  ground 
to  the  north  branch  of  I'one  Run,  and  was  of  snflicient  height  to  intercept 
the  ])assage  of  deer  and  elk.  At  ceitain  distances  along  this  hedge  were  left 
gaps  seemiiig])'  for  game  to  pass  through.  Here  the  animals  could  be 
watched  luid  baggeil  at  short  range  with  the  bow  and  arrow,  'i'his  fence 
was  visible  as  late  as  the  year  iS.jo.'"  It  was  constructed  l)y  the  Indians, 
and  was  undoubtedly  the  same  one  spoken  of  by  John  Thompson  in  his  letter 
dated  at     Kataraugus  "  August  30,  1798,  to  Am/.i  Atwater.    (vSce  page  151.) 

In  Carroll,  besides  an  abundance  of  deer,  wolves,  panthers  and  wild  cats, 
there  were  also  elk  and  lynx.  It  was  a  favorite  resort  of  Indian  hunters. 
Mr.  Fenton  writes  that  Mr.  Cowan  further  related  that  an  Indian,  who 
lived  in  a  cam]~)  with  his  father's  family  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Poland,  in 
one  da\''s  hunting  along  Case  Run  in  Carroll,  killed  three  deer,  two  bears, 
and  one  wild  turkey  with  an  old  flint  lock  rifle.  The  Indians  in  considerable 
numbers  were  accustomed  each  fall  to  pass  over  the  Indian  trail  that  led 
from  Cattaraugus  creek  through  Charlotte  Center  and  Sinclairville  to  their 
hunting  grounds  aloiig  the  Broken-Straw.  Their  squaws  and  pappooses  were 
mounted  on  Indian  ]x)nies.  They  would  often  camp  near  Jamestown,  and 
on  their  retuin  would  ])e  laden  with  deer  skins  and  \'enison  which  they 
would  sell  at  25  cents  a  quarter. 

The  wild  turkey  was  the  fmest  re|)resentative  of  the  feathered  tribe  that 
inha1)ited  Cliautautpia  count)'.  It  was  larger  and  better  formed  than  the 
dome.stic  turke\-  au^l  its  flesh  was  of  a  su])erior  flavor.  It  was  a  solitary'  !)ird. 
Hunters  never  failed  to  aduiire  its  graceful  form  andstatel\'  ste})  as  it  stidked 
alone  in  the  depth  of  tlie  woods.  Partridges  were  far  more  abundant  than 
in  later  years,  as  were'tlie  owl,  the  king-lisher,  the  wood-pecker,  the  l)lack- 
bird  and  the  heron.  Robins,  bluebirds,  l)obolinks,  swallows,  nu;adow  larks, 
and  man\-  singing  bird-  t'lat  are  now  abundant,  were  seldom  seen  during^  the 
early  years  of  settlemer.t,  while  some  tliat  then  sang  in  the  woods  have  disap- 
peared. Velknv  ])irds  came  with  tlie  thistle  down.  Hawks  were  abundant. 
It  is  a  singular  facl  that  the  crow  was  a  late  comer.  Tiie  eagle  sometimes 
winged  his  way  fVom  his  e\  rie  lor  a  brief  visit  to  the  waters  of  Chautauqua 
lake. 

( )f  the  feathered  s})eeies  that  visited  Cliautau(pui,  the  most  remarkable 
w<.  re  the  wild  [)iget>ns.     In  the  earlv  spring  they  would  pass  over  the  county 
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and  Lake  Erie  to  and  from  their  nesting;'  or  roostini:;  and  feeding;  places  in 
Canada  and  Pennsylvania.  They  wonld  fly  in  enornions  flocks  with  astonish- 
ing velocity  far  above  the  reach  of  firearms.  A  little  later  in  the  season 
their  fli<iht  would  be  lower.  They  would  descend  into  the  woods,  llock  after 
flock  to  feed  upon  the  beech  nuts.  Tlie  forest  W(nild  be  vocal  with  their 
pleasant  voices.  The  noise  of  their  win<^s  as  the\'  wouU|^  arise  or  descend 
would  sound  like  distant  thunder,  and  the  noise  made  by  their  win^s  in  ni<^ht 
was  like  the  rushing;  of  a  j^reat  wirtd.  l'\)wlin.L;-pieces  and  olher  fnearms 
were  then  in  j;reat  recjuisition.  The  people  would  kill  them  on  the  win^'-, 
and  as  they  traveled  in  flocks  over  the  <^round  in  search  of  food.  The  roost- 
in;j^  places  of  the  pi<^eons  were  often  in  the  limits  of  the  county.  There  they 
were  seen  in  j^reat  multitudes.  They  would  sometimes  choose  for  their  nest- 
in<^  places  the  wilderness  portions  of  the  comity  where  they  would  i^atlier  in 
still  more  astonishing;  numbers.  It  is  said  that  limbs  would  be  broken  from 
the  trees  by  their  weii^ht,  and  the  noise  of  their  wings  would  be  almost  deaf- 
ening. The  accounts  of  the  extraordinary  numbers  of  pigeons  that  appeared 
almost  annually  seem  now  scarcely  credible.  In  the  AVtc  York  Censor  pub- 
lished at  Fredonia  May  22,  1822,  is  this:  "More  pigeons:  We  have  been 
informed  that  a  family  in  the  west  ])art  of  this  town  on  the  lake  shore  killed 
al)out  4,000  pigeons  in  one  day  ;  knocking  them  down  with  ])oles.  The 
feathers  only  were  saved,  their  bodies  were  thrown  to  the  dogs.''  The  ^fay- 
villc  Scjiiiucl  of  March  15,  1840,  says:  "  Pigeons  seem  to  have  emigrating 
fevers  very  extensively  about  these  days.  Some  mornings  during  the  ])ast 
week  the  air  has  been  filled  with  thes(^  migratory  birds.  Last  vSaturday 
morning  immense  flocks  kept  flying  over  for  three  or  four  hours  appearing 
at  a  distance  like  large  black  clouds  moving  ra])idly  through  the  air.  vSome 
of  the  flocks  were  apparently  some  four  or  five  miles  in  length.  They 
directed  their  course  to  the  dominions  of  the  queen.  It  seemed  that  they 
returned  at  night.  We  unden>tand  that  their  pigeon  place  of  meeting  is 
about  three  miles  west  of  here.  We  had  formerly  supposed  the  accounts  of 
the  pigeons  of  the  west  related  by  Audubon  and  others  were  exaggerated, 
but  when  we  see  flocks  several  miles  in  length  here,  and  when  there  is 
scared}'  a  moment  in  which  we  could  not  see  some  flying  for  hours,  we  are 
almost  inclined  to  think  that  at  the  best  their  stories  may  be  literally  true." 
In  1833  a  snow  storm  came  in  Ma\'  which  destro\-ed  great  nuin])ers,  their 
dead  bodies  were  found  everywhere  in  the  woods  and  fields,  (rieat  numbers 
were  found  floating  in  Lake  Erie  and  the  lakes  and  streams  of  the  county. 
Pigeons  ceased  to  visit  the  county  in  large  flocks  between  the  years  1850 
and  1855. 

Clynier  was  first  settled  in  1820  by  John  Cleveland  on  lot  58  near  Clymer 
village.  By  the  census  of  1820  the  population  of  the  county  was  15,268,  an 
increase  of  1 1,009  since  the  census  of  1814,  showing  the  extraordinary  increase 
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in  six  years  of  258  percent.  Duriiit^;-  no  period  in  its  liistory,  notwithstanding 
the  nnpropitious  circnmstances,  liad  Cliautauqna  <)^ained  so  j^reatly  in  popu- 
lation. Atliouidi  new  settlers  were  comiiii;-  in  rapidly,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  county  at  this  time  was  covered  by  a  forest,  and  the  axe  was  the 
instrument  most  in  recpii^ition.  Still  in  some  parts  the  land  liad  been 
cleared  a  suiTicient  leni^th  of  time  for  the  stumps  to  decay,  and  there  the 
plow  was  in  full  use.  Orchards  had  been  planted,  and  frame  buildiu'^s 
erected.  The  lands  most  im])ro\"ed  were  situated  along  the  main  road  from 
Silver  Crcc-k  to  Westficld.  The  largest  clearings  and  best  cultivated  farms 
were  within  three- or  four  miles  east  and  west  of  I'redouia,  and  these  did  not 
contain  inore  than  30  or  60  acres  each.  The  owners  of  these  farms  were 
regard.ed  as  the  wealtliy  men  of  the  count)'.  And  their  firm^  were  the 
]\L;y])t  that  su])plied  tlie  new  settlers  with  pro\'isions  before  the\'  had  enough 
land  cleared  to  ]>rod!ice  their  own.  Among  the  owners  of  these  farms  were 
Mr.  r.arher,  wlK>se  larm  included  the  site  of  Canadaway,  Justus  I  Iarrin;.;t()n, 
Abiram  Orton,  Judge  Cushing,  lienj.  Perry,  Daniel  Ciould,  Otis  Ensign,  John 
\\'alker,  Denj.  Roberts,  the  Oouldings,  liolmeses,  Hezekiah  Turner,  Crosljy, 
^Martin  I'kistwiHjd,  John  Adams,  XathanieL  Mafsh,  l^benezer  Johust)n,  Seth 
Cole,  Captain  vSimeon  Fox,'  the  Douglasses,  Ste])lien  P<jrter,  Judge  IMiilo 
( )rtou,  and  Captain  vSprague.  These  farms  at  that  time  were  not  worth  over 
$10  to  $:?o  j>er  acre,  and  were  n(^t  readily  sold  for  that." — Walter  SmilJi. 

All  tluit  part  of  the  count}-  l\  iug  south  of  the  Ridge  was  .  ub.stautially  a 
wilderness.  The  clearings  there  were  mostl\'  co\"ered  with  fallen  timber, 
sometime-  ]>artl\'  burned.  The  greater  poition  of  the  be.st  impro\'ed  lands 
in  the  south  ['art  of  the  count)'  were  still  covered  with  uudeca)'ed  stumps. 
X\)V.'  and  then  at  wide  interv'als,  at  the  (eldest  settled  ])oints,  were  small 
tracts  still  ])ett«.r  impro\ed.  JvuoU'di  was  accom|)lished  ho\\e\er  so  that 
som."  interest  be^'.m  to  be  awakened  in  the  sul)iect  of  agriculture  among  the 
leading  and  thinking  f.iruiers,  and  steps  were  for  the  hrst  time  taken  this 
)ear,  to  ailvanee  in  a  public  wa)'  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  ciniut)'. 
'i^iie  C!iau!.au.(|iia  AL;ricultui'al  Societv  was  formed  a^t  Mayville,  of  which 
Ju(l';e  Zattu  Cusliing  was  chosen  president.  InJuK',  1 S2 1 ,  a  list  (.»f  premiums 
to  be  awar*ied  at  the  next  annual  cattle  show  and  fair  was  })ublished  in  the 
ClhniUiHijiiii  dait  lti'.  .\nrjng  the  {aemiunrs  offered  was  $S  for  the  hot 
cultivated  farm  of  not  less  than  iift)' acres  ;  S5  for  the  best  farm  of  not  less 
than  25  acres  of  improved  hiuds  ;  $4  for  the  best  bull  ;  $5  for  the  l>est  blooded 
raerino  lamb  ;  S5  tor  the  l)est  blooded  hhiglish  lamb  ;  $5  for  the  best 
acre  of  corn.  ;  ^5  for  the  best  acre  of  flax  ;  $5  for  the  bot  one- 
eighth  acre  of  tobacco  ;  <S  for  the  best  20  yards  of  fuUclotli  ;  $5  for  the  best 
12  )  ards  of  bomba.sett  $3  '..r  the  best  10  )-ards  of  kersey  ;  $4  for  tlie  best 
15  yards  of  tlaunel  ;  S3  for  the  best  20  yards  of  tow  and  linen  cloth  ;  the 
cloth  to  be  manut'actured  of  material  the  growth  of  Chautauqua  comity.  It 
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\vas  to  be  expected  in  the  incij)ieiit  condition  of  farniinj;-  interests  at  that 
early  day,  that  this  society  could  exist  for  bnt  a  little  wliilc.  Many  years 
later  it  was  revived  as  the  ChantauqnVi  A^ricnltnral  Society. 

A  <;eneral  election  for  j>x)vernor  occurred  in  1S20.  A  political  i)arty,  if 
j^reatly  in  the  majority,  will  not  lon<^  remain  nnited.  At  the  fust  meetiniLj 
of  the  le.i^islatnre  after  the  election  of  Clinton  in  1.S17,  the  Rcpnhlican  party 
be^an  to  show  j)lain  sij^ns  of  a  division.  The  friends  of  Clinton  npon  one 
side,  and  his  opponents,  led  by  snch  able  men  as  Martin  \'an  linren  and 
Samnel  Yonn<^,  n})on  the  other.  At  a  meelin^i;  of  the  citizens  of  All)any 
early  in  1S20,  Clinton  was  renominated  for  j^os  ernor.  Mr.  Tompkins,  whose 
ofiicial  term  as  vice-president  was  near  its  close,  was  nominated  b\'  the 
Ihicktail  members  of  the  le^islatiue.  A  \ery  clo-;e  and  excitini^  contest 
ensued.  Dnring  the  canrpai*;!!  some  leadin*;  bV-deralists  i>.sned  a  cnrions 
address  to  the  peo])le  of  the  state  in  which  they  affirmed  that  the  b'ederal 
party  no  lonj^er  existed  ;  that  they  ap])roved  of  the  (loin;L;s  of  tlie  adminis- 
tration, afiirmin<;-  that  the  Federalists  had  now  ''no  .^ronnd  of  princi})le"  on 
which  to  stand  ;  they  declared  their  intention  of  tniitini^  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  avowed  their  determination  to  supi)^)i't  Mr.  Tom})kins  for  ,l;o\-- 
ernor.  This  manifesto  was  mnch  criticised  for  certain  ;lb.■^nrd  reasons  <;iven 
in  it  for  the  determination  of  those  who  promnl<;ated  it.  The  Federalists 
who  sii^ned  it  were  men  of  talent  and  character.  TiK  \',.were  lon^i;"  known  as 
the  "  pS  hi^h-mi nded  bVdendists."  Their  address  is  re;^-^.■de(l  a>  a  memorable 
docnmcntin  the  ])olitica]  history  of  the  state.  Man\-  of  tlie  I'ederalists  fol- 
lowed the  "  hi,i;h-minded  "  .i^entlemen,  and  l)ecame  ]hicktail>  and  sn'pported 
Tom])kins,  while  many  others,  bein^L^  deserted  by  tlieir  leaders,  snpj^orLed 
Clinton,  and  the  bVderal  party,  that  had  existed  since  the  ori^ani/.ation  (jf  the 
<^overnment,  and  nnmbered  amon;^  its  leaders  -ome  of  the  mo^t  eminent  and 
patriotic  statesmen  of  the  country,  siiffered  the  fiite  tliat,  in  a  pctjnilar  i^oxein- 
ment,  is  snre  to  befall  all  j')arties  that  are  not  in  s\  nip.itli)-  witli  tlie  masses, 
and  which  distrust  tlieir  intelligence  and  \  irtne.  In  Xew  York  it  was  now 
dissolved  and  absorbed  by  the  ,L;reat  iKirt)'  of  the  jx-oj^le,  its  .uicient  rival. 
Clinton  was  elecled  by  the  small  majorit\-  of  1,4.^7  in  tiie  state. 

In  Chantanqna  connt\',  the  town  of  Chanla:ujU  i  i;M\e  CIint<»n  167  and 
Tom])kins  115  votes.  Pom  fret  ^ave  Clinton  1.S7,  T<.mj>kins  S2.  ICIlicott, 
Clinton  SS,  Tompkins  34.  (icrry  <;ave  Clinton  67,  Tompkins  2<S,  IIano\  er 
<^^ave  Clinton  S4,  T(nn])ki!is  109,  Fortlan  1  ;;ave  Clinton  2'^),  Tom])kins  20. 
I\ij)ley  ^ave  Clinton  82,  Tompkins  35.  Ilarmon\-  ,L;ave  Clintijn  43,  Tom])kins 
32.  The  a;^gre;^Mte  vote  of  the  connty  for  Clinton  was  7.J4,  for  Tompkins 
455.  The  ele<M.ion  was  warmly  contested  in  Chaiitan(pia  count)-.  The 
C/iaiflaiK/na  Eoi^Ic  under  the  mana<;ement  of  Robert  J.  Curtis  supported 
Clinton.  John  Dexter,  a  leading  Republican,  gave  to  Curtis  and  his  ])aper 
the  credit  of  having  carried  the  county  against  Tompkins.    Curtis  says  that 
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the  contest  for  j^overiior  in  the  county  was  short  and  spirited,  was  condu(5led 
with  courtesy,  and  that  notliinj^  personal  emanated  from  the  writers  on 
either  side.  Amoii<2^  tliose  elected  to  the  lej^islature  at  this  time  was  Dr.  E. 
T.  Foote  ;  for  many  years  afterwards  he  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
was  a  Icadini^-  and  influential  member  of  the  Republican  party. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

1S21-1822. 

THE  town  of  Stockton  was  formed  from  the  town  of  Chautauqua,, 
February  9,  182 1.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Richard  Stockton,  a 
sif^ner  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Calvin  Warren  was  elected 
the  first  supervisor.  He  was  a  native  of  Windham,  Conn.,  and  removed  to 
Stockton  in  1816,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1827.  He  came  with 
a  team  of  two  \'oke  "  of  oxen,  and  was  six  weeks  performing-  the  journey. 
He  was  a  man  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens  and  several  times 
elected  supervisor.  His  son,  Chauncey,  and  his  orandsons,  Amos  K.  and 
Lucien  C,  were  leading  citizens  of  the  town  and  county,  and  were  also  often 
chosen  su}K'r\'isors  of  vStockton. 

Tlie  town  of  Ellery  was  on  the  29th  of  Februar\'  1821  formed  from 
Chautau([ua,  and  named  in  honor  of  William  Ellery,  a  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.     Almon  Ives  was  elected  the  first  sui)ervisor. 

Cl)-me!  was  organized  hV-brnary  9,  1821.  It  comprised  the  })r<jsent  towns 
of  Ch-mer,  Im-cucIi  Creek,  Mina  and  vSherman.  It  was  erected  from  Chau- 
tauqua and  named  in  honor  of  George  Clymer,  a  signer  of  tlie  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Ande*  Xoble,  the  first  settler  of  French  Creek,  was  the  first 
man  to  be  elected  supervisor. 

At  the  election  held  in  April  i<S2i,  to  determine  whether  a  convention 
should  be  lield  to  rex  is'c  the  constitution  of  the  state,  in.  accordance  witli  a 
law  ])assed  in  March  of  the  same  >  ear,  1,134  votes  were  cast  for  it,  and  177 
against  it  in  this  county.  The  election  resulted  in  a  large  majority  in  the 
state  in  fa\or  of  the  convention.  At  the  election  held  in  June,  Augustus 
I\^rter  ar*d  »Saniuel  Russell  were  chosen  to  represent  the  assembh'  district  to 
which  Cliautau(|ua  county  belonged.  The  convention  commenced  its  session 
on  the  aStli  of  August  and  closed  on  the  loth  of  Xovember.  It  was  com- 
posed of  the  ablest  body  of  men  which  had  ever  been  assembled  in  a  single 
state.  The  new  constitution,  the  result  of  their  labor,  made  radical  alter- 
ations.      I>y  it  almost  the  entire  structure  of  the  state  government  was 
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changed.  Scarcely  a  ])illar  in  the  venerable  fabric  reared  by  the  i>oiitical 
fathers  of  the  state  were  left  standing.  The  legislative,  execnlive  and  judicial 
departments  were  all  remodelled."  The  form  of  government  of  the  state 
was  originally  perha])s  less  democratic  than  that  of  any  other  state  of  the 
Federal  I'nion.  Under  the  first  constitution  the  governor,  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor, senators  iuu\  assemblymen,  were  chosen  by  eleC"\ors  who  were  recpiired 
to  have  a  property  qualification.  Nearly  all  of  the  other  officers  with  the 
excej)tion  of  town  and  city  ofilcers,  were  appointed  b\-  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment, which  consisted  of  the  governor,  and  four  senators  chosen  t-ach  \  ear 
by  the  assembly.  Military  officers  and  judicial  officers  from  the  |Chancellor 
down  to  the  justice  of  the  peace,  nearly  all  of  the  other  civil  officers  from 
heads  of  departments  down  to  au(5lioncers,  including  district  attorneys,  sur- 
rogates, sheriffs,  and  county  clerks  were  selected  by  the  council  of  appoint- 
ment. The  immense  patronage  of  the  council  rendered  its  ]X)wer  liable  to 
great  abuse. 

Under  the  new  constitution  the  government  was  made  more  democratic 
in  many  respects.  Sheriffs,  county  clerks  and  coroners  were  elected  by  the 
people  and  the  appointing  power  was  materially  altered.  The  time  for  hold- 
ing general  elections  was  changed  from  the  spring  to  the  first  Monday  and 
the  two  succeeding  days  in  November.  By  an  amendment  made  to  the  consti- 
tution in  1826,  the  property  qualification  for  voters  was  abolished  with  the 
exception  of  the  case  of  colored  ])ersons.  The  least  radical  changes  were 
made  by  the  convention  of  1821  in  thejudicial  system  of  the  state.  .Vlthough 
the  manner  of  the  ap])ointment  of  judicial  officers  was  materially  altered, 
none  of  them  were  made  elective  by  the  people,  and  while  the  courts  were 
reorganized,  their  essential  characteristics  were  retained. 

A  court  of  common  pleas  was  established  by  the  (reneral  Assembly  in 
New  Vork  as  long  ago  as  169 1.  The  number  of  judges  composing  it  varied 
at  different  times  in  the  different  counties  of  the  state.  I'esides  the  first 
judge  and  associate  judges,  assistant  justices  formed  a  ])art  of  the  court.  Hy 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in  181 8,  the  ofiice  of  assistant  justice  was 
abolished,  and  the  number  of  judges  were  limited  to  five  including  the  first 
judge.  This  provision  was  not  changed  by  the  constitution  of  1821,  but 
remained  in  force  until  the  present  county  court  was  established  in  its  |)lace  ; 
the  common  pleas  having  then  existed  in  New  York  fur  more  than  one  and 
one-half  a  century.  The  old  court  of  common  pleas  was  deservedly  })opular 
with  the  people,  and  the  most  of  the  actions  were  brought  in  it,  notwith- 
standing the  circuit  had  concurrent  jurisdiction.  The  county  court,  which 
was  by  the  constitution  of  1846  made  to  supersede  it,  has  never  been  so 
favored  by  litigants,  notwithstanding  its  bench  has  been  ably  filled.  The 
popularity  of  the  common  pleas  was  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  more 
frequently  and  regularly  held  than  the  circuit,  but  more  especially  to  the 
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circuinstaiice  that  the  judj^es  were  selected  from  the  county  from  amono-  its 
people,  while  the  circuit  jud<^es  were  stran«^ers  from  a  distance.  It  was  a 
remarkable  fact  that  but  a  very  few  of  the  jud<^es  who  composed  this  court 
were  lawyers.  Of  the  23  associate  judj^es,  who  from  time  to  time  constituted 
its  members,  but  four  were  lawyers,  and  of  only  two  years  of  the  36  during- 
which  it  continued  was  the  first  jud<;e  a  lawyer.  The  members  of  this  popu- 
lar tribunal  however,  with  hardly  an  exception,  were  men  of  character  and 
of  <;()nd  ability  ;  men  who  possessed  a  taste  and  aptitude  for  the  law,  and 
would,  had  the\-  prepared  themselves  in  that  ])rofession,  have  made  jL^ood 
lawNers.  Their  lack  of  le^al  trainini^^  was  su|)plied  by  business  experience, 
and  natural  aennieii.  The  court  of  common  ])leas,  notwithstanding;'  it  was 
compn^cd  almost  entireU'  of  la\  inen,  had  the  respect  of  the  lej^al  })i()fession 
and  tlu  confidence  of  the  peoj)le  of  the  count)-,  attested  b\'  the  lari^e  amount 
of  le^.il  iuisiuess  transacted  bv  it.  Zattu  Cushinj^  was  the  first  jnd_i;e  of  this 
court,  from  iSii  to  iS2.|,  l^lial  T.  hoote  from  1S24  to  1S43,  Thoma.s  A. 
Osborne  from  iS43to  1S45,  and  Thomas  H.  Camj^bell  from  1S45  to  JS47. 
The  associate  jud  ges  of  this  court  were,  nearly  in  the  order  of  their  appoint- 
ment, Matthew  Preuderi^ast,  Philo  (^rton,  Jonathan  Thompson,  William 
Alexander,  William  Peacock,  IClial  T.  P'oote,  John  Crane,  P^benezer  P. 
l4)ham,  Joel  Ihirnell,  Xathan  Mixer,  Isaac  Harmon,  lienjamin  Walworth, 
Alexander  Hearic,Jared  PVeeman,  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  Thomas  A.  Osborne, 
I^lisha  Ward,  John  Chandler,  P>aiicis  II.  Rug«;les,  John  M.  Ivlson,  Caleb  O. 
Daughaday,  Xiram  Sackett  and  iM-anklin  II.  Wait. 

The  first  circuit  and  ())-erand  terminer  was  held  in  July,  icSij,  by  Ambrose 
vSpeiicer.  The  Jul)'  court,  in  iSiK,  was  held  by  vSmith  Thompson.  'I'hc 
judi^e  marelu'd  to  the  eouitrooiu  with  the  sheiiff  and  his  de])Uties  and  con- 
stables for  his  escort.  Jonas  Piatt  held  the  circuit  in  1S19,  which  was 
attended  b)-  the  same  ceremonies  as  at  juevious  courts.  The  circuit  was  held 
in  iS2()]\\-  JudL;e  \'an  Xc-ss.  The  sheriff  as  usual  offered  him  an  esctut 
which  Jud.i;e  \'an  Xess  declined,  sa)  in«4-  he  chose  to  «^o  to  the  courthouse 
without  ]Kir:i(le.  He  was  in  liis  manners  a  plain,  affable  and  unassuminj^ 
man,  and  dispatched  business  with  rapidit)'.  The  ceremou)-  of  an  escort  was 
thereafter  dispensed  with  at  the  circuits.  In  1S21  there  was  no  circuit. 
The  last  court  under  tlie  old  constitution  was  held  by  Jonas  Piatt  in  June, 
1S22.  The  court  under  tlie  new  constitution  was  held  by  William  B.  Roches- 
ter in  Septem1)er,  1.S23.  Juds^e  Rochester  was  an  amiable  and  pleasant  man, 
more  popular  with  the  bar  and  the  people  than  any  that  preceded  him. 
Jud*;e  Rochester  also  held  the  court  in  1824.  In  1825  the  court  was  held 
by  Reuben  II.  Walworth.  In  1826  by  John  Birdsall.  Addist>n  (lardner 
held  the  circuits  from  i>^^<)  to  1835;  and  Xathan  Da)'ton  after  that  until 
the  constitution  of  1846  went  into  etfec^. 

It  was  common  in  Western  Xew  York  for  tlie  leadin<»:  advocates  to  "ride 
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the  circuit."  They  would  go  (oftcu  on  horseback)  froui  county  to  county 
with  the  jud<^e  to*  take  cliarge  of  the  trial  of  such  causes  in  which  they  would 
be  retained  by  the  local  lawyers.  The  circuit  court  conseciuently  brouj^ht 
to  Mayville  many  men  who  have  left  the  impress  of  their  talents  and  learning 
upon  institutions  of  the  state.  The  honored  names  of  Ambrose  Si)encer, 
Jonas  Piatt,  Reuben  II.  Walworth,  Nathan  Dayton  and  Addison  (iardner 
appear  upon  the  records  as  ha\  ingheld  courts  at  Mayville.  jolni  C.  Spencer, 
Dudley  Marvin,  James  Mulletl,  Jonas  IIarris«)n,  vSlicldon  Smith  and  James 
II.  Price  all  tried  causes  in  the  old  courthouse,  and  juries  and  audiences  wit- 
nessed the  forensic  encounters  of  these  brilliant  advocates,  and  listened  to 
their  eloquence.  Courts  were  not  then  the  tame  and  business  affairs  of  mod- 
ern times,  nor  was  all  the  interest  confined  to  the  courtroom.  Jediah  Tracy's 
old  ta\  ern  was  the  scene  of  much  spicy  story  telling,  many  rich  anecdotes 
and  keen  ])assages  of  wit  between  these  young  and  talented  lawyers.  Old 
"  Counselor  Root,"  the  stipposed  author  of  most  of  the  good  stories  of  the 
early  l)ar,  not  only  witty  himself  but  the  cause  that  there  was  wit  in  other 
men,"  would  sometimes  come  up  from  lUiffalo  to  add  j)oint  and  zest  to  the 
occasion.  The  pioneers,  too,  though  rough  and  unlettered,  had  a  keen  sense 
of  humor,  and  minds  ca^t  in  fidl  as  large  a  mould  as  their  successors,  and  would 
often  take  a  liand  on  these  occasions,  which  were  free  to  all  who  had  an  apt 
stor\'  or  ready  joke.  The  old  settler  who  had  business  at  court  often  carried 
back  to  his  log-cabin  home  many  spicy  incidents  und  rare  anecdotes,  choice 
fragments  of  which  ha\  e  come  down  to  the  present  time. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  surrogate  and  surrogate's  courts  were  not 
mentioned  in  the  constitution  of  1777,  nor  in  the  constitution  of  182 1, 
although  all  the  time  the  surrogate  and  his  court  were  exercising  exclusive 
jurisdiction  and  extensive  authority.  P>()th  continued  to  exist  after  1821  as 
before,  except  that  siUTogates  before  the  constitution  of  182 1  were  appointed 
by  the  governor  and  council  of  appointment,  afterwards  by  the  governor  and 
sennte.  vS(]uire  White  was  appointed  the  first  surrogate  in  181 1.  The  sur- 
rogates down  to  the  present  in  the  order  in  which  they  followed  him  are  : 
Daniel  G.  ^^rarnsey,  William  Smith,  William  Smith,  Jr.,  Austin  vSmith,  Orsell 
Cook,  ( )rton  Clark,  Kmory  l\  Warren,  Albert  Richmond,  Cieorge  A.  Green, 
Theodore  Prown,  Henry  O.  Lakin,  Charles  G.  Maples,  Daniel  vSherman. 

The  court  most  familiar  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  districts  of 
Xew  York  has  always  been  the  justice's  court  where  the  small  causes  were 
tried.  This  most  ancient  court,  being  held  in  the  locality  where  the  parties 
and  witnesses  resided  and  the  cause  of  action  accrued,  never  failed  to  excite 
a  lively  interest  in  its  proceedings.  The  court  was  established  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Xew  York  by  law  in  1691.  Justices  of  the  peace  were  autliorized 
to  have  cognizance  in  cases  of  debt  and  trespass  to  the  amount  of  40  sliiil- 
ings.    Trial  by  jury  was  authorized  when  demanded  by  either  party.  Pre- 
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Yious  to  tlic  constitution  of  1S21  the  justices  were  appointed  by  tlie  governor 
and  council  of  appointment.  I'y  the  constitution  of  182 1  tliey  were  appointed 
by  tlie  boards  of  supervisors  and  the  jud<^es,  and,  by  an  anienchnent  to  tlie 
constitution  in  1S26,  were  made  elective  by  the  people,  the  first  instance  in 
which  the  election  of  a  judicial  office  was  entrusted  to  the  people  in  this 
state.  The  ori<4inal  desi^^n  was  that  justices'  courts  should  be  informal  tri- 
bunals where  small  differences  could  be  settled  in  a  simple  and  informal 
manner.  Duriui^  early  years  such  wfis  practically  the  case,  and  technical 
errors  of  this  c(^urt  foiuid  little  fcivor  on  re\'iew. 

We  are  told  that  I'.squire  James  Aikin  of  Ellicott  would  sometimes  ren- 
der judi^nnents  on  a  shin,i;le  with  red  chalk  and  that  he  kept  the  record 
thereof  in  a  crevice  in  his  lo<^  dwelling.  Samuel  A.  Brown,  a  well-read 
attorney  and  for  many  years  a  leadin^^  lawyer  of  the  county,  confesses  that 
when  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  have  rendered  the  followins^  judj^ement : 
*'\Ve  find  for  the  plaintiff  1,943  feet  of  wdiite-pine  boards."  This  will  not 
seem  so  remarkable  when  we  understand  that  money  was  exceedin<^ly  scarce, 
and  that  in  the  south  part  of  the  county  lumber  was  sometimes  used  as  a 
medium  of  exchange.  ^\Ve  have  even  been  told  that  pine  shingles  were 
there  recognized  as  a  legal  tender. 

The  criminal  courts  consisted  of  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  held  at  the 
same  time  of  the  circuit,  a  court  of  general  sessions  held  with  the  common 
pleas,  and  courts  of  special  sessions  held  by  the  jtistices  of  the  peace.  Prior 
to  181 S  an  attorney  was  appointed  to  prosecute  criminals  in  each  of  the 
difil-rcnt  districts  of  the  state.  The  western  district  contained  several  coun- 
ties, and  the  first  ])rosecuting  attorney  after  this  county  was  organized  was 
PoKdorus  I).  Wisner,  not  a  resident  of  Chautauqua.  He  was  succeeded 
about  1815  b\' John  C.  Spencer,  who  resided  at  Canandaigua.  He  officiated 
as  prosecuting  attorney  in  tlie  courts  of  Chautau([ua  until  1818,  when  a  law 
was  enacted  providing  for  the  a])pointnient  of  a  district  attorney  in  each 
county.  Daniel  G.  Garnse\'  was  the  first  resident  attorne)'  appointed.  The 
district  attorneys  wlio  succeeded  (iarnsey  in  the  order  of  their  a])pointment 
and  election  were,  James  Mullet,  Jr.,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Joseph  Wait,  David 
Mann,  Abner  Hazeltine,  Daniel  Sherman,  George  Barker,  John  V.  Smith, 
William  (  ).  vSieveiis,  Xahum  S.  Scott,  I>enj.  F.  Skinner,  PCdward  R.  P)Ootey, 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Jr.,  Chester  P>.  P>radley,  Arthur  15.  Ottaway,  Lester  F. 
Stearns  and  John  Woodward. 

In  Ma>-  of  this  )  ear  considerable  havoc  was  made  among  the  sheep  in 
Gerr\-  b\-  some  unknown  ruiimal,  suj)])osed  by  the  inhabitants  to  be  a  panther. 
Several  difierent  persons  suffered  a  loss  of  from  6  to  ro  sheep  each  in  a  single 
night. 

At  the  election  in  April  182 1,  David  Eason  of  Chautauqua  was  declared 
by  the  canvassers  elected  to  the  assembly.    His  opponent.  Judge  Isaac  Phelps 
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of  Aurora,  received  certain  informal  ballots,  which,  if  they  had  been  allowed, 
would  have  given  him  a  majority.  Mr.  Kason,  admitting  the  justice  of  the 
claim,  surrendered  to  him  the  seat. 

Chautauqua  county  was  now  being  rapidly  ])0])ulated.  Tlie  ])ros|Kel;  of 
the  early  completion  of  tlie  Erie  canal  stimulated  emigration.  The  white 
wagons  of  the  emigrants  were  constantly  moving  from  eastern  Xew  York 
toward  the  Holland  Purchase.  A  bridge  more  than  a  mile  in  length  extended 
across  the  lower  end  of  Cayuga  lake.  It  was  called  the  Cayuga  bridge," 
and,  until  the  Erie  canal  was  built,  was  universally  recognized  as  tlie  divid- 
ing point  between  the  east  and  the  Far  West.,'  I'or  \  ears  a  continuous 
procession  of  white  wagons  passed  over  it,  each  with  a  water-j^ail  and  tar- 
bucket  dangling  from  the  axletree,  and  perhaps  an  infant's  cradle  or  basket 
swinging  from  the  ashhoops,  over  which  was  stretched  its  cover,  dis])]aying 
U]X)n  the  canvas,  in  large  black  letters,  For  the  Holland  Purchase.''  These 
were  the  palace  cars  of  that  da\'.  They  bore  the  family  of  the  emii;rant,  his 
cooking  utensils,  sleeping  furniture,  and  s(.)metimes  all  his  family  effects. 
They  were  often  followed  by  freight  wagons,  drawn  sometimes  by  three,  fre- 
quently by  five  horses.  The  journey  of  the  settler  who  contemplated  making 
a  home  in  Chautauqua  county  was  usually  less  ])retentious.  He  generally 
came  with  small  means,  with  "a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  or  ox-cart  ;  and 
the  smallest  amount  of  household  furniture  that  it  was  pcxssible  to  keep  house 
with.  The  settler's  first  business  was  to  go  to  the  land  office  and  get  a  con- 
tract for  his  50  or  100  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  paid  nearly  all  his  money, 
generally  from  $10  to  $50,  the  remainder  to  be  paid  in  y  early  installments, 
with  interest.  He  then  put  up  his  loghouse,  with  the  assistance  of  his  neigh- 
bors. He  next  went  to  the  merchant  to  get  a  credit  to  commence  clearing. 
He  would  tell  the  merchant  he  had  -  a  contracl  for  land,  and  that  he  was 
going  to  clear  so  many  acres,  burn  the  timber,  and  make  ''the  ashes  into 
black-salts,  and,  being  a  stranger,  he  wanted  to  get  $25  or  $50  in  advance, 
in  due  bills  for  goods  to  buy  a  pig  and  other  articles,  the  due  bills  to  corres- 
pond in  sums  with  the  cost  of  the  articles  he  wished  to  ])urchase,  as  he  could 
not  generally  buy  more  than  one  in  a  place." 

These  im]K)rtant  ])reliminaries  having  been  arranged,  the  settler  com- 
mences his  principal  work,  clearing  the  land.  We  see  him,  as  lK'i)lants  him- 
self b\'  some  huge  hendock  or  maple,  cast  his  eyes  u])wai<ls  to  sre  that  there 
is  no  peril  from  a  broken  limb  or  loose  knot.  Then  he  lighllv  strikes  a  blow 
with  his  axe  into  the  body  of  the  tree  as  if  to  measure  the  distance  ;  pausing 
for  a  moment,  to  adjust  his  feet  in  pnjper  i)Osition,  his  work  begins.  The 
blows  fall  thick  and  fast  until  this  monarch  of  the  forest  comes  crashing 
down.  This  process  lie  repeats  until  tree  after  tree  succumbs  to  his  blows, 
and  the  great  silent  wilderness  that  had  so  long  sheltered  wild  man  and  wild 
beast,  that  for  a  thousand  years  had  waved  its  branches  in  .solemn  grandeur, 
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^vas  at  last  laid  low.  The  only  instnnnent  by  whicli  this  result  was  accoiii- 
plislied  was  the  woodman's  axe.  The  more  elaborate  implement,  the  plow, 
which  for  centnries  has  been  an  emblem  of  civilization,  and  that  complex 
masterpiece  of  hnman  ini^ennity,  the  steam  engine,  now  the  best  symbol  of 
modern  advancement,  ha\'e  never  been  more  effective  or  essential  to  ]:)ro^ress 
in  America  than  the  simplest  of  all  implements, the  woodsman's    narrow  axe." 

The  backwoodsman  was  stroni;'  and  sinewy  and  ton'^hened  by  toil.  Vet 
it  was  not  his  physical  ]H>wer  alone  that  enabled  him  to  conqner  the  forest. 
Feilin*;-  the  tiees,  cuttinLi'  them  into  1en_'L;ths  snita1)le  for  lo^^i^inj^,  Irimmin^ 
the  to]>s  of  tlieir  branches,  cnttini;-  the  nnderl)rnsh,  and  ever>'  sit-])  inclndinj;- 
the  bnrniiij;-  of  the  fallow  was  a  work  of  consnnimate  skill.  He  understood 
the  art  of  economizing;-  lal)or,  and  was  in  a  true  sense  of  the  term  a  skilled 
workman,  l^o^v  lii^litl)-  he  handles  the  axe  I  how  accnratelv  he  plants  its 
blows  I  With  it  he  cuts  tlie  i;ash  to  se\-er  the  trunk  of  the  tree  as  smoothly 
and  synnuetricall v  as  if  chiseled  b\'  a  carxer's  tools,  not  merel\'  to  (li>pla\-  his 
skill,  but  l)ecanse  the  lines  of  l; race  carved  b\'  his  axe  corresponds  with  the 
]K)ints  of  least  resistance  to  his  blows.  To  save  la1)or,  with  a  few  strokes  of 
his  axe  lie  cuts  a  notch  in  eacli  of  a  loni^'  line  of  trees,  and  fells  one  of  the 
lari^est  at  the  end  of  the*  line  ai^aiust  its  nei!L;hb()r,  when  tliey  all  come  down 
in  succession  with  a  nii;^]it\-  crash.  I>\-  carefull\-  observiuL;'  the  direction  of 
the  cant,''  or  leauiu^;"  of  the  trees,  and  cuttiuiL^  a  notch  in  the  piojn  r  ])lace, 
he  was  able  to  i^uide  them  to  fdl  into  lou;^-  heaps  or  windrows,  which  ol'ten 
extended  the  w  hok*  leui^th  of  tile  sla^hini;-  or  fiehl  to  l)e  cleared.  'IMiese 
<;reat  nla■^se^  of  tinil)er  were  now  ready  for  conllaj^i  ation.  I'or  a  <[uarter  of  a 
century  the  fires  were  constantly  1)urnin_;L;'  in  the  fallows  exce}>t  in  the  winter 
time.  'I'he  lii;ht  of  their  llanies  nii;htly  illuuiined  the  sk\',  and  iVom  the 
hill  to]>s  aloiu;'  the  Rid;';e  could  be  sec  ii,  in  all  directions  between  J^ake  lu'ie 
and  the  state  line,  i^reat  x'oluuies  of  smoke  ascendin<;-  to  the  clouds.  The 
])un!^eut  ])ut  not  unpleasant  odor  of  burniii;^-  lea\'es  and  timber  was  wafted 
on  e\'er\'  bree/.e. 

I'roin  the  -ashes  of  the  burned  timber  the  settler  obtained  the  first  return 
for  his  labor,  bh-om  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  black-salts  of  l\-e,  he 
received  the  cash  to  ])ay  for  his  land.  bVom  the  products  of  one  dairy  for  a 
year  more  now  is  undoubtedly  realized  than  there  was  from  the  sale  of  all 
the  black-salts  made  in  a  town  in  the  same  leni^th  of  time.  Yet  settlement 
would  ha\'e  been  postj)oned  for.  many  \'ears  had  it  not  been  for  this  com- 
modity. It  was  the  chief  staple  of  the  hill-towns  durin<;;  the  first  25  years 
of  their  history,  was  the  only  product  that  could  be  sold  for  cash,  and  it  was 
sure  to  l)e  received  in  exchan«^e  for  (^^oods  and  j^roceries.  It  was  made  from 
the  ashes  of  the  oak,  maple,  beech  and  other  hard  wood.  The  ashes  were 
gathered  in  l)oxes  in  the  fallows  or  slashin<;-s  where  the  timber  was  burned, 
and  carried  by  hand  to  rou^di  leaches  usually  made  of  bark,  erected  at  places 
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convenient  to  water.  "  Tlie  lye  obtained  was  l^oiled  in  kettles  nntil  it  became 
a  semi-solid  wliicli  was  called  black-salts.  Each  merchant  besides  his  store 
owned  an  ashery,"  where  he  received  of  his  cnstomers  black-salts  and 
ashes,  which  he  paid  for  in  floods  and  money,  at  the  rate  of  S2.50  or  $3  per 
hnndred.  At  the  asheries  the  black-salts  were  converted  into  potash  by 
bnrnin<;  them  in  ovens  and  kettles. 

Prominent  among  the  early  merchants  who  boni^ht  black-salts  and  ashes 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  connty  were  Herriott  and  McCxonaj^le  of  Mayville, 
William  Holbrook,  Holbrook  »^  Camp,  and  Cam])  »S:  Colville  of  Forestville, 
Gny  Webster  in  Hanover,  John  R.  Coney  in  Portlcind,  Alvin  Williams  in 
Westfield,  and  lUockway  in  Rij^ley.  Many  ashes  and  nuich  black-salts  were 
sold  at  Jamestown  and  P^'redonia.  A])ram  Winsor  and  Walter  vSmilh  and 
George  A.  iM-ench  had  stores  at  vSinclairville,  and  Joy  Handy,  Walter  Clies- 
ter  and  others  in  late,  years.  At  this  point  30,000  hnshels  of  aslK'S  were 
boni^ht  annnally,  besides  black-salts  mannfaclnred  by  the  settlers,  Uefore 
the  openini^  of  the  ICrie  canal  in  1S2S1  pot  and  pearl  ashes  were  sent  to  mar- 
ket at  Pittsbnri^h,  and  also  to  Montreal  and  thence  to  London,  bein.<;-  hauled 
around  the  b'alis  to  Lewiston.  After  the  openin;^  of  the  canal  they  were 
shii)ped  to  New  York,  the  merchants  receivin<;-  their  pay  in  1>ills  of  exchani^e 
on  New  York  and  London.  In  early  years  the  country  store  and  its  ashery 
was  a  public  institution.  The  merchant  was  a  public  benefaelor.  Xo  busi- 
ness enterprise  could  be  carried  out  successfully  without  his  advice  and 
assistance.  He  not  only  furnished  the  material  to  build  and  complete  their 
houses  and  barns,  and  supplies  essential  to  their  famil)'  su[)pc)rt  and  comfort, 
but  he  was  their  banker  and  business  adviser  also. 

The  most  ])rominent  of  the  pioneer  mercliants  was  Walter  vSmith.  In 
1819,  when  but  19.  years  of  a,L;e  he  en_iL;a_i;-ed  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
PVedonia.  About  1826  he  moved  to  Dunkirk,  and  soon  became  the  most 
enterprisin,!^'-  and  influential  business  man  in  the  northern  ])art  of  the  county. 
The  early  settlers  of  a  lari^e  territory  depended  on  him  for  business  accomo- 
dations. Scarcely  a  farm  was  cleared,  a  buildiu'^-  built  or  a  hi.i^hway  r)pened, 
that  he  did  not  in  some  way  give  assistance.  The  earl\-  merchants  of  se\  eral 
of  the  villages  bought  goods  of  Mr.  vSmith,  and  he  received  ]iot  and  pearl 
ashes  from  their  asheries.  These  he  sold  in  ^Montreal,  deducted  the  amount 
of  the  indebtedness,  and  paid  to  them  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  in  cash. 
For  many  years  three  fourths  of  the  pot  and  pearl  ashes  of  the  cou.nty  were 
bought  by  him  and  shipped  to  the  foreign  market,. and  orders  on  his  store, 
and  due  bills  payable  in  goods  over  his  signature,  l)ecame  the  currency  of 
a  portion  ot  the  county. 

By  the  new  constitution  the  terms  of  office  of  all  the  civil  oflicers  expired 
December  31,  1822.  This  was  the  result,  it  was  said,  of  the  influence  of  the 
Bucktails  in  the  constitutional  convention,  exerted  in' order  to  cut  short 
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Governor  Clinton's  term  of  office.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  fill  all 
the  elective  offices  of  the  state  in  the  fall  election  of  1822.  The  Bncktail 
branch  of  the  Republicans,  which  had  complete  control  of  the  state,  and 
which  may  now  |)roj)erly  l)e  called  the  I3emocratic  party,  put  in  nomination 
Ju(l<^e  J()se]ih  C.  Vatcs  for  i^^overnor.  Governor  Clinton  declined  beinj»-  a 
candidate,  and  the  Clintonians,  bein<;  much  tlie  weaker  branch  of  the  Repub- 
lican^, made  no  nomination.  Vati.s  was  elected  almost  without  o])position. 
In  C!Uiutau({Ua  count)-  he  recei\ed  1,689  votes.  (  )nl\-  10  votes  were  polled 
a<;ainst  him.  At  this  election  Gilbert  Douglas  was  chosen  sherilT  without 
o])}K)>iti<>n,  hihn  Dexter  (Ihicktail),  was  elected  county  clerk  over  Thomas 
II  Campbell  (Clintonian)  by  445  majorit}'.  Chautauqua  count}'  in  April, 
1822,  was  organized  into  an  rissend)!)-  district,  and  James  ]\Iullett,  Jr.,  was 
chosen  to  re])re>ent  the  county  in  the  assend)ly.  At  the  same  time  ICrie, 
Niagara  and  Chautauqua  counties  were  erected  into  a  con«^rcssional  district. 
The  state  was  di\-ided  into  ei^^ht  senatorial  districts,  each  of  which  elected 
four  senators.  The  nine  western  counties,  includinj^  Chautauqua,  constituted 
the  ei'^hth  senatorial  district.  David  Ivison  of  Chautauqua  was  chosen 
senator.  ]{]ial  T.  b\)ote  was  appointed  first  judj^e,  and  held  that  important 
position  for  nearly  twenty  years. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

1823-1824.  :  .  y 

Bold  forest  tamers  !  they  have  scared 

The  ^vild  beast  from  his  savage  deii  ; 
Our  u])laiids  to  the  sunshine  hare<l, 

And  clothed  with  beauty  hill  and  glen. 

— IIosmci\ 

SlHvRMAX  was  the  last  town  of  the  county  to  be  settled.  It  remained 
an  unbroken  wilderness  for  nearl\'  a  (pun  ter  of  a  century  after  James 
jb^'  McMalian  had  purchased  tbe  land  at  the  Cross  Roads  and  made  his 
first  clearing;-.  Dearim;  Dorman  from  near  Uatavia,  Genesee  count)',  was  the 
first  to  let  in  the  suul i;^]it.  He  selected  land  on  lot  32  in  the  north  ])art  of 
the  town  m-ar  v'-^herman  \-illai;e,  where  in  1823  he  erected  a  shant)',  covered 
it  with  Imrk,  laid,  a  lloor  of  split  loi^s,  kindled  a  fire  at  the  end  and  intHxlnced 
his  )'outliii.d  bride  to  lier  new  hou.se."  Harve)'  W.  Goff  came  a  sliort  time 
afterwai'ds.  Alanst)n  \\\-ed  came  in  from  ICller)'  in  the  sprinj^^  of  1824. 
Januar)-  24,  1S23,  \'illeno\'a  was  formed  from  Hanover  and  h>.ra  Pefler  was 
elected  its  fn>t  sup'er\-isor.     He  was  a  native  of  Stidbury,  Mass.,  and  came 
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to  Villcnova  in  181 2.  He  died  in  Indiana,  April  16,  1S23.  I^nsti  was 
or;;anizcd  from  Ellicott  and  Plannony,  and  named  from  Paul  lUisti,  the 
general  agent  of  the  Holland  Land  Com])any.  Daniel  vSherman  was  elected 
its  first  snpervisor.  He  was  afterwards  sheriff  of  the  comity.  James  ?^Inllett 
was  a<;ain  elected  to  the  assembly  and  David  Eason  to  the  senate  from  Chau- 
tanqna  county. 

With  the  near  approach  to  completion  of  the  Krie  Canal,  came  increasing 
signs  of  prosperity.  People  came  flocking  into  the  county,  and  there  was  a 
large  accession  of  men  of  means  to  its  population.  In  June,  1S24,  70  persons 
arri\-ed  hy  stage  at  PVedonia  in  one  day.  In  1820,  there  was  no  such  con- 
ve}'ance  as  a  stage  l)etween  PuiTah^  and  Ivric.  Tlie  mail  w<is  then  carried 
once  a  week  on  horscl)ack.  In  1S23  the  line  of  stages  that  had  been  estab- 
lished commenced  running  three  times  a  week,  and  arrangements  were  made 
to  carry  the  mails  as  often. 

Notwithstanding  the  marked  progress  in  imi)rovemeuts  ah)ug  the  lake, 
the  count)-  south  of  the  ridge  still  remained  the  haunt  of  the  wild  beast. 

The  Cassadaga  Valley  was  once  called  the  Cassadaga  vSwamp.  For  miles 
in  extent  it  was  nntraversed  by  roads,  md)roken  by  clearings,  and  covered 
b\'  a  dense  forest  of  evergreens,  filled  with  thick  underbrush.  Although  the 
wolf  had  been  proscribed  by  man,  and  a  reward  offered  for  his  head,  and 
obliged  to  fly  from  the  hills,  he  still  lurked  among  the  dark  thickets  of  the 
Cassadaga  Swamp,  where  he  and  the  l)ear  and  wildcat  securely  made 
their  lair.  Often  would  he  sally  forth  to  make  a  midnight  banquet  at  the 
neighboring  sheep  folds  to  return  at  the  break  of  day  and  hide  himself 
among  the  alders  and  tanuiracks  of  the  swamp.  P'or  a  long  time  great  havoc 
was  made  with  the  sheep  of  the  towns  adjacent ;  sometimes  a  whole  flock 
would  be  destroyed  in  a  single  night.  Tiie  aniu.n  ance  at  length  became  so 
intolerable  that  measures  were  resolved  u])on  to  exterminate  them,  resulting 
in  the  years,  commencing  with  1824  and  ending  in  1S2S,  in  a  series  of  four 
wolf  hunts  which  were  partici])ated  in  by  a  large  portion  of  the  inhal)itants 
of  the  northern  and  interi(jr  t(nvns  of  the  countw  A  notice  of  the  first  of 
these  hunts  in  the  AVr«'  )'(fr/v'  O'Jisor  publisheil  at  I'redonia,  ( )ct.  6,  1S24, 
states  that  26.S  nien  encircled  a  piece  of  W(»o(ls  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Phe- 
donia,  and  that  three  wolves  and  other  wild  aninuds  were  caught,"  and  three 
wolves  escaped  for  want  of  men  to  make  the  ring  closer.  '  The  interest  that 
was  taken  in  these  wolf  hunts  by  the  peoj^le  of  the  county  at  that  time 
authorizes  a  full  description.  The  following  account  is  from  the  pen  of 
Judge  L.  Bugbec  : 

"  Perhaps  no  town  in  the  county  suffered  so  severely  as  Stockton.  The 
deep  recesses  of  the  Cassadaga  swamp  in  this  town  formed  for  the  wolf  a 
secure  retreat,  where,  during  the  day  time,  he  could  cpiietly  digest  his  mut- 
ton obtained  the  night  before.    At  length,  the  inhabitants  became  deeply 
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exasperated,  and  resoK-ed  on  the  extermination  of  tlie  wolf.  Meetings  were 
held  and  a  plan  devised.  The  battle  gTonnd  was  selected  nearly  east  of  the 
fork  of  the  Ca^sadai^a  and  Bear  creeks.  The  plan  of  battle  was  a  simultaneons 
attack  npon  all  siilcs  of  the  swamp  at  once.  On  the  east  the  line  was  formed 
on  the  town  line,  bc-twet-n  vStockton  anrl  Charlotte;  on  tlie  north  by  the  line 
of  lots  near  Coo])er's  mill  ;  on  the  west  b\-  the  Cassada^^a  creek,  and  on  the 
sonlli  l)y  another  line  of  lots  near  the  swamp  road,  east  of  the  residence  of 
Abel  Ih-unson.  The  j^ronnd  was  |)repare(l  nnder  the  supervision  of  Col. 
Charles  IIa\  ward,  of  Ivllei)',  assisted  b\'  Return  Tailor,  liela  Todd,  and  RoN-al 
Putnam.  These  lines  were  rendered  very  plain  by  blazin-^- trees  and  lopping- 
brush. 

i>\-  ])re\-ious  arraui;ement,  the  forces  met  on  the  second  da\'  of  October, 
1S24.  The  north  line  of  attack  was  commanded  by  Oen.  Le\'erett  Harker, 
of  hh-edonia,  Lissi.sted  b_\-  Hlijah  Risley  and  Walter  Smith  as  lieulenauls. 
Col.  Obed  Ivlson,  of  vSinclairville,  with  Judge  J.  M.  Ivlson  and  Jo\-  llaudx', 
connnanded  the  east  di\-ision  ;  Major  Asael  Ln'ou  and  Gen.  ( leorge  T.  Camp 
on  the  west,  and  Col.  Cliarles  Ilayward  on  the  south,  with  l\lias  Clark,  of 
Kllery,  as  his  lieutenant.  These  connnanders  all  Wv>re  ]Mst(jls  in  their  belts 
to  desiguate  their  office,  and  were  assisted  by  the  four  men  as  guitles,  who 
had  prep:ired  the  lines  a  short  time  before.  liefore  going  into  the  swamp, 
each  division  had  chosen  its  place  of  rendezvous  ;  the  east  at  Sinclairx'ille, 
the  north  at  Cas^adaL^a  x'iMage,  the  wc-st  at  I)<.'lanli,  and  the  south  .'it  the 
l-esideiu\'  of  \ewc  ll  rutuaui,  lv  (|.,  in  the  south  pai  t  of  vStocktoii.  Dr.  Walei'- 
mau  h^dlswortli, of  Delanti,  was  the  captain  ol' the  men  frcjui  vStockton,  and 
very  aeti\e  in  getting  U))  the  '  hunt.' 

Ivnl\'  in  th.e  forenoon  the  men  were  all  upon  the  ground,  farming  a 
continuous  line  and  encircling  a  goodly  portion  of  the  swamp.  Mr.  Ro\al 
Putman,  wlio  assisted  in  marking  the  lines  on  all  sides,  thinks  the  scpiare 
was  full  one  mile  and  a  lialf  upon  each  side.  The  nund)er  of  men  on  the  lines 
were  sufficient  to  be  within  eas\'  speaking  distance  from  each  c>ther.  IMie 
signal  lor  a<l\ance  was  '  lioaz,'  being  given  by  (kneral  Harker,  and  as  it 
returned,  the  lines  mo\'ed  forward  in  splendid  order,  growing  more  compact 
until  the\-  ar'ixed  on  the  l)attle  grounds,  forming  a  S([uare  abc)Ut  one  mile  in 
circu.m  fere  nee,  or  eiglitx'  r<Kls  on.  a  side-.  Xo  man  was  to  fire  his  gun  until 
he  receiwd  his  pass-word  from  the  general,  and  it  was  known  that  the  lines 
were  closed  uj).  Tlie  men  now  stood  shoulder  t(^  shoulder.  '  Jachin,'  the 
pass-word,  (piickh'  made  its  rounds,  and  the  sigiial  gun  was  discharged,  and 
in  a  moment  the  firin.g  i)ecame  general.  After  the  first  discharge  of  hre-arms 
the  deer  ami  rab1)its  witliin  the  lines  became  frantic  with  fright,  making  the 
rv)unds  and  seekin.g  an  opening  tlnou'^h  which  to  escape.  ( )ne  stately  buck 
making  the  rounds,  ga!lantl\'  charged  the  line,  by  forcing  his  head  between 
the  leL^s  of  Charles  \\  \'ouug,  from  I^ller\-,  ami  carry  ing  him  several  rods 
astii<le  his  neck,  then  ])ounding  away,  unharmed,  into  the  free  wilderness, 
save  perhaps  a  few  sore  ribs,  from  the  nmnerous  punches  receix'ed  b\'  the 
muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  men,  before  the\'  had  time  to  reload  their  pieces. 
After  all  the  game  had  been  dispatched  that  c  )uld  be  seen,  a  committee  of 
three  or  moie  was  sent  within  the  inclosure,  to  search  under  old  logs  and 
fallen  trees  to  ascertain  if  anv  game  had  lied  to  any  of  those  ])laces  for  safety. 
Dr.  Ellsworth  is  the  only  man  remembered  as  being  npon  that  connnittee. 
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"  After  the  return  of  the  coniiiiittcc,  tiic  iiK'H,  l)y  orders,  moved  towards 
the  center  of  the  inclosure,  ])rin,!L;in.!L;-  in  tlie  <;anK\  consistini^  of  two  ]ar<;e 
wolves,  one  ])ear,  several  deer  and  a  lar^e  nninber  of  rabbits.  The  men  were 
evidently  disappointed  in  the  numl>cr  ot"  woh'es  eaptnred,  bnt  after  speeches 
from  a  nnmbcr  of  the  oflicers,  the  woods  ran;^-  with  their  hearty  cheers,  and 
they  resolved  for  another  hnnt,  which  took  ])lace  in  abont  three  weeks,  kill- 
in<;  one  wolf  and  several  deer  and  other  small  _i;ame.  The  third  hnnt  was  in 
May,  t!^25,  but  no  wolves  were  found,  and  only  a  few  deer.  The  fourth 
and  last  hunt  undef  this  organization  was  in  Jmie,  1S2S,  but  caught  no 
evolves. 

"  The  county  had  offered  a  lar^e  bouut>-  for  the  scai}>  of  the  wolf,  S50  or 
upward,  and  by  resolution,  General  Iiarker,  IClijah  Risley  and  Walter  vSmith 
were  elected  a  couimittee  to  forward  the  scal])S,  and  obtain  the  money,  and 
expend  it  in  amunmition,  provision  and  whisky  to  a-si>t  tlie  men  in  future 
hunts.  From  this  date,  wolves  ceased  to  be  troublesome  in  thi>  part  of  the 
county,  and  very  soon  left  our  borders  for  more  secure  (piarters.'' 

The  towns  chiefly  represented  were  Stockton,  Charh^tte,  (icrry,  Ellery, 
Arkwri<4ht,  Pom  fret,  Portland,  Chautaucpia,  Cherr\'  Creek  and  IvUiuL^ton. 
It  was  estimated  that  there  was  no  less  than  2,50)  hunters  in  the  Held  dur- 
in<;-  those  wol f  hunts. 

The  wolf  was  now  driven  from  his  lair,  yet  there  came  oeca^ional  remind- 
ers that  the  settlers  were  not  entirely  freed  from  forest  danj^eis  in  pathetic 
incidents  of  children  lost  in  the  woods  which  still  covered  a  L;reater  ])art  of 
the  county.  To  leave  the  beaten  path  while  travelin:^  throu.i^h  the  unbroken 
forest  in  order  to  find  a  better  route,  or  even  for  a  little  distance  for  any  cause, 
was  sure  to  be  disastrous  to  one  not  thoroui^hly  ex])erienced  in  tra\-elin!^-  in 
the  woods.  It  often  liappened  that  under  such  circunrstances  the  wanderer 
would  f^o  miles  away  from  home.  On  these  occasions  the  settlers  would  rally 
from  far  and  near,  ort;anize  themselves  into  parties,  choose  leaders,  and  scour 
the  woods  until  the  lost  one  was  found.  A  few  of  the  many  instances  of  this 
kind  will  serve  to  show  the  lively  sympath)'  that  existed  auion*;  the  tarly 
settlers.  - 

lialuma  vShurtleff  was  lost  in  the  woods  near  Sinclairville.  The  alarm 
was  spread  in  every  direction.  There  was  a  L^eneral  ^atheriuj:^  and  a 
thoroUL;li  search.  I'or  three  da\'s  she  subsisted  on  berries,  and  was  finally 
found  in  the  eastern  ])art  of  the  town  of  Charlotte.  Mrs.  I  nderhill,  wliile 
pickiii^:^  blackberries  in  the  western  |)art  of  the  town,  wandered  to  the  ed^i^e 
of  the  Cassadaga  swamp  and  lost  her  way.  vShe  remained  in  the  woods  three 
nights.  A  regular  search  was  instituted  by  many  people.  She  was  found 
on  the  fourth  day  by  Wilson  Camp.  In  April,  1826,  Prescott  PVench,  aged 
five  years,  and  his  brother  Frank  aged  three,  started  to  go  through  the  woods 
in  the  town  of  French  Creek,  a  distance  of  one  and  one-half  miles,  to  Xathanial 
Thompson's.  *'  Coming  to  a  clearing  and  seeing  no  house  they  turned  about 
and  strayed  from  the  path  and  were  lost  in  the  woods.    Xight  came  on  and 
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they  laid  down  by  the  roots  of  a  ]ar<>e  tree.  lu  the  lueantiiiie  a  search  was 
coiinnciiced,  tlie  neii^libors  were  rallied,  and  with  torches  and  lanterns  the 
Imnt  was  continiud  nntil  niidni;^ht,  when  the  search  was  for  the  time  aban- 
doned. 'JMie  iinnlLis  were  tlieniseU'es  lost  in  the  dense  forest,  and  fonnd 
thenisch'cs  al\va>s  rclnrnini;-  to  the  ])oint  from  whicli  the\'  started.  The 
next  mornint;  tlie  searcli  was  resnnied  with  an  additional  nnmber  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  continued  nntil  ni^ht  withont  success.  A  cold  rain  had 
come  on,  and  the  howHniL(  of  the  wolves  was  heard  in  the  direcl:ion  the 
cliildren  were  su])|)osed  to  ha\  e  taken,  their  tracks  ha\'inj^  ])een  seen  in  the 
ashes  of  a  sus^ar  camp  near  }Jr.  Thompson's  clearin^^;.  On  Sunday  nun-ninor 
about  200  person.s  havini^  a>>embled,  a  captain  and  a  lieutenant  were  chosen, 
wliose  orders  the  cc»m];xin\'  agreed  to  ol)e\-,  and  a  line  was  formed  alon^;'  the 
hi^^hwa)-  from  Cl\  nier  west  ;  the  east  end  of  the  line  to  be  on  tlie  town  line, 
and  the  men  to  kec])  about  4  rods  apart.  The\'  were  to  march  north  across 
the  \  alley  ;  tlien  to  move  westward  the  len,L;tli  of  the  line,  and  march  south 
to  the  road  from  which  the\'  started.  Tlius  they  were  to  march  and  scour 
the  woods  ])y  course,  and  not  to  s])eak  a  word  nor  fire  a  ^un  until  the  children 
were  found.  After  crossing- and  recro^sinj^^  the  valley  till  they  had  reached 
the  nortli  side  on  lot  20,  a  council  was  called  ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that,  as 
the  next  time  across  would  take  tliem  as  far  west  as  it  was  possible  for  the 
children  to  _!l;o,  if  the\'  did  not  fmd  them  before  reaching-  the  other  side 
another  council  should  be  held.  When  the>'  had  i^one  about  half  wa\'  across 
the  alder  bottom,  the  man  at  the  west  end  of  the  line,  stooping  to  tie  his 
slioe,  lookin*;  backward  under  his  right  arm,  saw  the  head  of  one  of  the  boys, 
who  stood  trying  to  pull  the  l)ark  from  a  moose-wood  twig.  lie  raised  his 
head,  and  sln)uted  1  ha\-e  found  them!"  The  shout  was  carried  along 
the  wlioie  line,  and  guns  and  horns  announced  to  the  anxious  waiters  the 
jo\  ful  tidings.  The  N  ounger  ])()>'  was  K  ing,  inseirsi1)le,  at  the  roots  of  a 
small  ])ine  wliicli  tlie)-  had  readied  the  night  before.  They  had  tasted  noth- 
ing, except  some  leek  leaves,  which  were  too  stnjug  to  be  eaten.  John  Ileatli 
and  W\\\.  T\  ler  now  started  to  see  which  of  theu.i  should  first  carr\-  the  news 
to  the  anxiou.s  mother.  Heath  re. idled  the  do(M-  a  few  steps  ahead,  cr\  ing  : 
''Found  them  l)otli  alive  I''  and  fell  exhausted  on  the  floor.  The  boys 
li\'ed  to  bee(,niie  men." 

Not  always  \\\ie  the  searchers  so  fortunate  as  to  find  the  lost  one  ali\'e. 
It  was  e\-en  ]e>s  distressing  to  find  him  dead  than  not  to  know  his  fate,  for 
then  long  \  eai-^  of  fruitless  search  \\  ould  sometimes  follow.  vStories  of  a  wild 
person  seen  i-i  some  distant  wilderness  or  a  captive  among  the  Indians  would 
revive  the  hop.  s  of  the  parents  only  to  find  the  cruel  rumor  false. 

A  ])itiful  slow  is  told  of  two  children  of  James  Roe  who  resided  in  Haii- 
o\'er  which  were  iO>t  while  the)'  were  wandering  in  the  tbrest.  One  of  them 
was  afterwards  found  in  a  mill  pond  and  the  clothes  of  the  other  in  the  woods. 


In  llie  town  of  Clicrry  Crock  in  April  of  i<S.22,  on  a  clear  vSal)l)ath  niorn- 
in<;,  a  lit  tle  danL^^litcr  of  Joshua  r>cntloy  then  in  her  fourth  year  strax-ed  into 
the  woods  and  was  never  seen  afterwards.  "  Mrs.  Ik-ntleN',  with  two  of  the 
older  children,  started  out  to  pick  some  cowslips,  leavin,i;  her  husband  asleep 
on  the  floor,  and  the  little  ^irl  at  play  in  the  door-waw  She  was  not  missed 
until  Mrs.  I)entley\s  return,  a1)()ut  an  hour  afterwards.  A  search  was  com- 
menced, and  continued  by  the  inhabitants  o[  the  surrounding^  C(uintr\-,  but 
without  discovering^-  the  least  trace  of  the  child.  That  she  had  been  taken 
by  the  Indians,  or  that  she  had  wandered  away  into  the  wihkIs  and  been 
devoured  by  wild  beasts,  was  anion <^  the  conjectures  concerning;  her  fate." 

The  settlers  observed  that  a  sin<;-ular  circumstance  often  interfered  with, 
and  sometimes  prevented  the  success  of  their  efforts.  The  tendency  of  ])er- 
sons,  particularly  younj^  children,  who  had  for  many  hours  been  lost  in  the 
woods  to  revert  to  the  primitive  wildness  of  the  race.  An  undefmed  fear 
would  come  over  the  wanderer  at  the  sijjjht  of  a  human  bein^;,  and  he  would 
stran<;eh'  shun  and  seek  to  hide  from  friends  who  were  seekini;^  to  find  him. 

The  political  events  of  the  )ear  1824,  "^vere  of  <;reat  imj)ortancc  and 
excited  much  interest  in  Chautauqua  county.  It  was  the  year  of  the  presi- 
dential eleclion,  and  at  the  time  when  a  new  party  was  beinj^  fonued. 

Xotwithstandinj;;  all  the  opposition  to  tlie  lUicktails  or  Democrats  seemed 
to  have  been  wiped  out  as  the  result  of  the  eletffion  in  the  si)rini;  of  1822,  and 
they  appeared  to  liave  acquired  absolute  and  permanent  {X)litical  control  of  the 
state,  such  a])pearance  proved  to  have  been  delusive.  A  presidential  eleclion 
was  approaching-.  The  Federal  party  bein,!^^  defuucl;,  the  Republicans  were 
without  opposition.  In  their  choice  for  a  candidate  for  president  they  were 
naturally  divided  between  the  distin^t^uished  members  of  their  party.  John 
Quincy  Adams,  William  II.  Crawford,  An<irew  Jackson,  Henry  Cla>-  and 
John  C.  Calhoun,  all  Republicans  and  ardent  supporters  »)f  Madisoifs  admin- 
istration, were  ]")ut  forward  by  their  follo^vers  as  ])residential  candidates. 

I'p  to  this  time  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the  political  parlies  of  ih.e 
county  to  make  their  nominations  for  })resident  in  con^ressitnial  caucuses 
and  not  b)'  a  convention  of  the  peoi)le  as  at  the  j)resent  time,  but  now  the 
conf;ressional  caucus  system  was  i^-rowing  un])opular.  Crawford  had  the 
lar<;est  followin.i;  anionj^  the  members  of  coiv^rcss,  which  led  the  friends  of 
the  other  candidates  to  unite  in  opposition  to  him.  Crawford  was  the  choice 
of  Martin  Van  I>urcii  and  those  inlluential  memljcrs  of  the  Ihicktail  party 
that  had  come  to  be  known  as  the  Albany  Rej^ency.  Throui^li  their  influence, 
a  legislative  caucus  had  been  held  on  the  2  2d  of  April,  1S23,  of  which  James 
Mullctt,  Jr.,  of  Chautauqua  was  chosen  secretary.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
resolved  that  tlie  congressional  caucus  nomination  ought  to  be  supported. 
At  length  a  meeting  was  called  of  Democratic  members  of  congress  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a  president.    The  opponents  of  Crawford  refused  to 
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attend  tliis  caucus,  and  liis  nomination  was  made  by  but  a  smali  minority 
and  of  the  Repul^lican  members.  Tlieir  action  was  held  by  the  opposition 
as  not  bindiuL;  upon  tlie  ])arty.  Crawford's  opponents,  liowever,  feared  that 
the  «4reat  infhienoe  of  \'an  lUiren  and  the  Albany  Res^ency  with  the  Icj^isla- 
ture  would  secure  Crawford  the  electoral  vote  of  the  state.  The  le<;islature 
under  the  law  as  it  then  stood  had  the  sole  power  of  choosin<;- the  presidential 
electors.  The  opponents  of  Crawford  to  provide  against  this  apprehended 
danger  ad\'ocated  the  cIkucc  of  electors  by  the  peo])le. 

In  the  legislature  that  cou\'eiied  in  1S24,  Chautauqua  county  w;is  ably 
represented  b\'  James  Mullett,  Jr.  The  Electoral  (piestion  was  the 
leading  suhject  during  tlie  season.  Mr.  Flagg  offered  a  resolution  tliat  the 
({Uestion  be  refeiieil  to  a  connnittee  of  nine.  A  long  and  exciting;  debate 
en>ued.  Mr.  Mullett,  who  was  opposed  to  Crawford  and  favored  Mr.  Clay  as 
president,  in  tliis  debate  sup])orted  Flagg\s  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
and  Mr.  Mullett  was  a|)pointed  one  of  the  committee.  The  committee 
reported  a  1)ill  gi\  ing  the  power  of  choosing  electors  to  the  i)e()ple.  This  was 
called  tile  h'Jeetoral  l>ill.''  Allhough  th'c  asseml)!)'  was  Republican,  a 
large  portion  of  its  members  were  ])ledged  to  support  it,  and  it  was  passed 
almost  unanimoush-,  onl\-  fi\-e  members  voting  against  it.  The  bill  was 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence  and  was  defeated  1)\'  a  \'ote  of  17  to  14. 
Grea^  ])opular  excitement  was  created  by  the  defeat  of  the  bill.  The  o}^posi- 
tion  attempted  to  c.ist  odium  U})on  the  17  senators  who  voted  against  it. 
They  were  calkd  the  Infamous  17  and  tlieir  names  were  posted  in  bar 
rooms,  and  ])nblic  places  in  black  letter  t\4)e,  and  in  the  newspapers  sur- 
rounded l)y  hea\-y  black  lines. 

In  Chantan([ua  count\',  the  electoral  law  was  popular  and  meetings  were 
held  in  its  support.  The  Cc-)is<>r,  although  a  Ibicktail  organ,  strongl}' 
favored  that  law.  Its  deteat  had  the  effect  to  seem  to  make  the  part\'  in 
|)ower  unpopular.  The  Clintonians  and  all  Democrats  opposed  to  Mr.  \'an 
Buren,  the  Ail)an\-  Regenc\-,  and  a  congressional  caucus,  ncnv  took  upon 
themsehes  the  name  of  the  "  reo|)le's  party,''  while  the\'  denominated  the 
suppoiters  of  Crawford  in  tlu-  state  as  the     Regenc\'  part)'." 

The  last  act  of  the  party  in  ])ower  in  the  legislature  was  to  renu)\e  De 
Witt  Clinttju  iVom  the  othce  of  canal  ci)!n.missioner,  a  position  which  he  liad 
filled  for  \ears  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  state  and  honor  to  himself. 
This  act  was  e\  en  more  unj)opular  than  the  defeat  of  the  electoral  bilk  It 
excited  a  storm  of  indignati(»ii  in  the  state  which  extended  to  Chautaucpia 
count\\ 

The  eiVect  of  the  remo\  al  of  Clinton  was  to  make  him  the  candidate  for 
governor  of  the  lVo})le's  party.  James  Talniadge  was  made  their  candidate 
for  lieutenant  ge)vernor.  The  Regency  party  nominated  Samuel  Young  for 
governor  and  hhastus  Root  for  lieutenant  governor.    Clinton  was  elected 
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governor  in  the  fall  of  1S24  by  a  majority  of  16,906  votes.  Tahnadge  was 
elected  over  Root  by  a  still  lar^^er  majority.  Mr.  Green,  the  only  one  of  the 
17  senators  that  voted  against  the  electoral  bill  that  ventnred  to  be  a  candi- 
date, was  beaten  by  a  tremendons  majority.  Dndley  Marvin  who  was  then 
a  member  of  congress  from  Canandaigna  remarked  to  Mr.  Spencer,  his  suc- 
cessfnl  opponent,  that  he  had  got  a  greater  majority  than  if  he  had  run 
alone.'' 

Neither  of  the  candidates  for  president  having  received  a  majorit)'  of  the 
.electoral  college,  the  eleel:ion  was  made  In  the  House  of  Re]>resLntati\es, 
resulting  in  the  choice  of  John  Ouincy  Adams  for  president.  Dudley  Mar- 
vin, then  meml)er  of  congress  from  Canandaigna  voting  for  Adams. 

March  23d,  1S24,  the  town  of  Miua  was  erecled  from  Clymer  and  com- 
prised the  present  towns  of  vSherman  and  Miua.  Nathaniel  Throop  was 
elected  its  first  supervisor.  A\n'\\  i,  1824,  the  town  of  Islington  was  creeled 
from  (icrry,  and  then  comprised  the  present  towns  of  Cherry  Creek  and 
Ellington.    James  Thatcher  was  elected  its  first  supervisor. 


CHAPTER  XXXH. 

C.KMCRAL  LAFAVKTTK. 

Tll'E  year  1825,  closing  the  first  (piarter  of  this  century,  was  a  doubly 
memorable  year  in  the  history  of  the  county.  In  the  earh'  summer 
ChautaiKpia  was  favored  by  a  visit  from  the  Manpiis  de  Laf.iyctte. 
It  now  seems  strange  that  the  people  of  this  remote  region,  with  the  log  cabins 
and  forests  still  around  them,  and  so  recently  struggling  f»)r  su})remac\'  with 
wolves  and  bears,  should  have  1)een  honored  with  the  ])resence  of  so  distiu- 
guislied  a  personage.  While  Lafayette  was  ])ut  19  years  of  age, he  was  siationed 
at  Metz,  in  Prance, where  learning  from  the  Duke  of  Gloster,  l)rother  of  the  king 
of  England,  of  the  Revolution  in  America,  and  the  king's  determination  to 
crush  it,  he  immediately  conceived  the  idea  of  assisting  the  Americans  in 
their  struggle  for  freedom.  He  persisted  with  firmness  in  risking  his  per- 
sonal safety,  as  well  as  his  fortune,  in  their  cause  against  the  remouslrauce 
of  his  friends,  and  the  opposition  of  his  government.  When  the  unfavora])le 
result  of  the  campaign  of  1776  became  known  in  Europe,  and  hope  for  the 
success  of  America  was  given  up,  Silas  Dean  the  cominissi(jner  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  advised  Lafayette  not  to  sail,  to  America.  Lafayette 
tlianked  Dean  for  his  frankness,  but  told  him  he  should  purchase  a  ship  and 
sail,  saying  that  it  was  in  the  hour  of  danger  that  he  wished  to  share  his 
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fortiuies  with  America.  Tlie  service  tliat  he  rendered  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  Iiis  devotion  to  Washinj^ton  and  liis  cause  are  familiar  to  all.  His 
influence  led  France  to  espouse  our  cause  and  to  send  a  l-'rcnch  fleet  and 
^  army  to  our  assistance  wliicli  were  decisive  of  the  war.  For  th.e  great  ser- 
vice that  he  rendered  the  country  in  its  extreme  hour  of  need,  we  owe  him 
even  more  gratitiule  than  has  e\'er  been  expressed.  He  was  not  of  our  race, 
but  was  constant  to  our  cause  and  faithful  to  the  end.  He  commands  our 
res])ect,  not  only  for  his  great  personal  services  but  for  his  private  virtues. 
The  story  of  uur  wrongs  alone  led  him  to  cross  the  ocean  and  es})ouse  our 
cause.  He  was  the  noblest  knight-errant  of  modern  times.  After  the  war 
for  independence  in  America  he  returned  to  France.  He  took  a  prominent 
part,  always  upon  the  side  of  liberty  and  humanity,  in  the  exciting  period 
the  reign  of  fire  and  blood,  known  in  history  as  the  F^'rench  Revolution. 
He  was  made  commander  of  the  National  Guard,  and  saved  the  life  of  the 
king  and  the  ro\'al  family  from  the  fury  of  the  mob.  Afterwards  he  was 
imprisoned  for  se\-eral  \ears  in  an  Austrian  prison,  but  set  free  to  take 
important  ])art  in  the  afi'airs  of  France  at  the  downfall  of  Napoleon. 

In  1784,  Lafayette  had  visited  the  United  States  upon  the  invitation  of 
Washington,  and  now,  upon  the  invitation  of  President  Monroe,  lie  had 
excepted  an  invitation  to  visit  this  countr)'  a  second  time.  On  his  arrival 
at  New  York,  the  governor,  ma\  or  and  other  important  persons  went  to  riieet 
him  in  steamers.  They  towed  him  into  New  York  harbor,  and  welcomed 
him  as  the  nation's  guest.  No  such  event  had  ever  occurred  in  history. 
He  wlio  had  ]Kl])ed  a  people  in  the  days  of  their  weakness  aud  poverty  to 
gain  their  freedom,  had  now  come  back  after  40  \  ears,  to  find  another  gen- 
eration of  nivn,  a  nation  strong  and  prosperous,  and  to  be  welccjuied  to  enjoy 
a  triumph  reser\-e(l  neither  to  concpierors  nor  monarclis,'  the  assurance  that 
in  all  America  there  was  not  a  heart  that  did  not  beat  with  joy  and  grati- 
itude  in  hearing  his  name."  Acc<juipanied  by  his  son  (>.  \V.  ryafuyette  aud 
his  secretary  M.  Ivax-asscur,  he  proceeded  as  far  north  as  P<,)rtsmoiith,  N.  H., 
returned  to  New  York,  and  then  \'isited  \Yashington,  Yorktown,  Charleston 
and  New  Orleans.  He  came  uj)  the  Mississipj)i  through  a  countr\-  which 
was  an  unl)roken  forest  in  1777,  passing  through  Kentuck\-,  Ohio  and  New 
York  to  ]-)Oston,  where  he  partici])ated  in  the  cerenuiuies  connected  with  tlie 
la>'ing  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument.  He  jxassed  through 
this  count)',  and  its  citizens  had  the  })rivilege  of  seeing  this  distinguished 
man,  and  te>tif\  iug  tlie  gratitude  they  felt  for  the  great  ser\-ice  that  he  had 
rendered  this  counlr\-.  The\-  spired  no  pains  to  welcome  him.  His  recep- 
tion by  them  sliowed  that  they  did  full  honor  to  the  occasion. 

John  M.  Ivlson  of  Sinclairx-ille  who  had  the  pri\'ilege  of  sitting  at  the 
same  table  with  Lafayette  at  the  entertainment  given  at  Fredonia,  descril^-s 
him  to  be  a  man  less  tlian  six  feet  in  height  and  somewhat  corpulent.  He 
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wore  a  w'v^  of  dark  hair,  was  of  dark  complexion  and  had  full  cheeks.  He 
talked  Eno^lish  well  and  freely  with  the  soldiers  ;  was  veiy  afTable  and  cour- 
teous. He  sat  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  tables,  at  which,  besides  others, 
there  were  30  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  12  of  whom  were  at  Yorktown. 
]\Ir.  Kdson  also  said  that  in  the  confusion  occasioned  by  the  innncnsc  crowd, 
a  horse  took  fri<;ht,  and  a  woman  was  thrown  from  a  wai^on  and  injured. 
Lafayette  made  many  inquiries  at  different  times  respeel.in«^  the  accident, 
and  expressed  much  solicitation  for  the  injured  person.  It  is  singular  that 
one  who  during-  a  long  life  had  been  personally  himiliar  with  scenes  and 
men  of  strife  from  the  days  of  Mirabeau  to  those  of  Napoleon,  who  had  him- 
self been  a  conspicuous  acftor  in  the  most  warlike  period  of  PVench  history, 
and  had  witnessed  scenes  of  blood  in  the  Reign  of  Terror  and  the  strife  that 
accompanied  the  fall  of  Napoleon,  had  preserved  the  kindly  instin6ls  of  his 
heart  so  fresh  that  he  could  feel  such  pity  for  the  misfortune  of  a  stranger 
that  casually  came  to  his  notice  in  the  backwoods  of  America, 


CHAPTER  XXXni. 

THE  KRIE  CANAL,  ETC. 

"N  1825  also  the  Erie  canal  was  completed  to  IhifTalo.  This  event  was 
not  only  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  western  New  York, 
but  to  the  whole  country,  as  it  most  favorably  determined  the  destiny  of 
this  county.  Few  now  realize  the  magnitude  of  this  great  work,  or  how 
important  and  extended  are  the  benefits  that  have  resulted  from  it.  Every 
suggestion  made  preceding  its  construcflion,  as  to  the  importance  of  water 
communication  between  the  ocean  and  the  lakes,  even  as  to  the  improvement 
of  natural  channels  that  could  be  made  to  connecl;  those  waters,  has 
been  a  subjecl:  of  interest  and  much  discussion,  and  regarded  as  of 
importance  in  throwing  light  U])on  the  origin  of  this  great  enterprise.  It  is 
interesting  to  know  that  the  search  for  a  water  communication  Ix  tween  the 
East  and  the  West  made  the  circumstance  of  the  near  aDproach  of  the  head- 
waters of  the  Allegany  to  Lake  Erie  a  subjecl  of  inquiry  shortly  after  the 
Revolution,  that  Washington  was  quite  familiar  with  the  geography  of  this 
region,  that  he  became  interested  in,  and  acquired  special  knowledge  of  our 
beautiful  lake.  As  a  contribution  to  the  history  of  internal  navigation  and 
also  that  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  in  order  to  preserve  a  record  of  the  early  inves- 
tigations respecfling  the  waters  of  Chautauqua  county  in  conneelion  with  the 
internal  navigation  of  the  country  by  such  important  personages  as  Wash- 
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inj^ton  and  Jeflersoii,  we  will  now  devote  considerable  space  to  Washin^^ ton's 
correspondence  in  17.S8  with  Thomas  JefTerson,  and  Gen.  William  Irvine, 
who,  in  the  Revolntion,  had  been  stationed  at  Pittsburgh.  In  these  letters 
will  be  found  other  interesting-  and  valuable  fadls  relating  to  the  early  history 
of  the  county  and  the  lake,  reference  to  which  has  been  heretofore  made. 

Connnunication  between  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river  had 
been  a  sul)jecl  of  inquiry  with  certain  distinguished  gentlemen;  and  Gen. 
Washington,  iov  information  upon  that  subject,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen. 
Irvine,  dated  January  10,  178S,  inquiring  of  him  : — i.  As  to  the  face  of  the 
country  between  the  sources  of  canoe  navigation  of  the  Cuyahoga,  which 
enqHies  itself  into  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Big  Beaver,  and  between  the  Cu)'ahoga 
and  the  Muskingum.  2.  As  to  the  distance  between  the  waters  of  the 
Cuyahoga  and  each  of  the  two  rivers  above  mentioned.  3.  Whether  it 
would  be  practicable,  and  not  expensive,  to  cut  a  canal  between  the  Cuyahoga 
and  either  of  the  al)<)ve  rivers,  so  as  to  open  a  communication  between  the 
waters  of  Lake  hh'ie  and  ihe  Ohio.  4.  Whether  there  is  any  more  direcl:, 
practicable  and  easy  communication  than  these  between  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Ohio,  by  which  the  fur  and  peltry  of  the  up])er  country  can  be 
transferred.'     In  answer  to  this  letter.  Gen.  Irvine  replied: 

Nj:\v  Vokk,  Jan.  27,  1788. 
vSiu  :  I  have  Itec'ii  ]u»nort'<l  Ity  your  k'Ucr  of  the  iith  instant.  I  need  not  tell  \ou  how 
nnu  h  pleasure  it  would  j^ive  lue  to  answer  your  (jueries  to  your  satisfaction  ;  hut  1  am  ])ersiuided 
that  no  o1)ser\  ation  short  of  an  actual  surs  ey  ^vill  euahle  you  to  {^ratify  }'our  ccM  respondents 
ahroad  (particularly  in  relation  to  your  third  (juery, )  with  such  accuracy  as  to  state  anything 
])ositively.  I  will,  however,  relate  to  you  such  facts  as  have  come  within  my  own  knowledge, 
as  well  as  accounts  of  persoiis  whom  I  think  are  to  be  confided  in.  I'rom  a  place  called  Mahon- 
ing, on  the  !>ig  I'eaver,  to  the  head  of  the  I'atls  of  Cuyahoga,  it  is  ahout  30  miles.  Although 
the  counlrv  is  hilly,  it  is  not  mountain(jus.  The  principal  elevation  is  called  Heech  Ridge, 
which  i>  not  high,  though  i  xteiisive,  being  several  miles  over,  with  a  /lat  and  moist  country  on 
the  sumiuil.  and  some  places  inclining  to  be  marsh}-.  The  diHiculty  of  traveling  is  much 
incre.ised  by  the  beich  ro(»ts  with  which  the  timber  is  heavily  iuciimbeied.  The  Cmahoga 
abo\e  the  (iieat  balls  is  rajiid  and  rocky,  and  is  interrupted  by  several  les,st-r  fills  on  the  br. inch 
which  heads  tow.iiiN  that  ]>,irl  of  the  big  I'eaver  c.illed  the  Mahoning,  'J'his  information  I  liad 
from  an  iulelligent  person  then  loading  a  sloop  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  for  b)etroit.  He 
added,  that  an  ol*l  Indian  .issured  him  that  it  was  only  15  miles  acntss  from  the  Mahoning  to  a 
navigable  creek  a  few  miles  east  of  the  Cuyahoga;  that  he  had  emj)Io3ed  the  Indian  to  clear  a 
road,  and  when  that  w.is  done  he  intended  to  exjjlore  the  country  himself.  I  i)resume  this  ser- 
vice w.is  not  jireformed,  as  this  gentlemen,  man  and  his  horses,  w  ere  all  destroyed,  and  his 
stt,)re-lu)use  burned,  by  the  Indians.  Captain  I'.ady,  a  partisan  olficer,  informed  me  that  the 
sources  of  the  Big  Beaver,  Muskingum,  and  a  large  deej)  creek  which  em])ties  into  I.ake  I^rie, 
15  or  20  miles  above  Cuyahoga,  are  w  ithin  a  few  miles  of  each  other  (j)erhaps  four  or  five),  and 
the  country  level.  Ses  eral  other  ])ersons  of  credibility  and  information  have  assured  me  tliat 
the  jxtrlage  between  Muskingum  and  the  waters  falling  into  the  lake,  in  wet  seasons,  does  not 
exceed  15  miles  ;  si»me  say  two,  but  I  believe  the  first-named  distance  is  the  safest  to  credit.  At 
Mahoning,  aiul  for  many  miles  above  and  below,  I  foimd  the  course  of  the  Big  Beaver  to  be  east 
and  west,  from  w  hich  I  conclude  this  stream  to  be  nearest  to  the  main  branch  of  the  Cuyahoga  ; 
and  on  comparing  the  several  accounts,  I  am  led  to  think  that  the  shortest  communication 

*  Sparks'  Washinviton's  Writings,  Vol.  IX.,  303. 
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between  the  waters  of  Ilcaver,  Muskinj^nm  and  Lake  I^rie,  will  l)e  east  and  we>t  of  Cnyahoj;;a. 
I  have  also  been  infonnc<l  by  a  gentleman,  that  the  sources  of  ('.rand  river,  and  a  branch  of  the 
Beaver  called  Shenango,  arc  not  12  niiles  aj)art,  the  country  hilly.  I  know  the  Shenango  to  be 
a  beatable  stream  at  its  confluence  with  the  lieaver  20  miles  from  the  Ohio. 

I  <lropped  down  the  Beaver  from  Mahoning  to  the  Great  I'alls  (alK)Ut  seven  miles  from  the 
Ohio)  in  a  canoe,  on  the  first  of  July,  17S4,  without  the  least  dilTicuIty.  At  this  season  all  the 
western  waters  are  remarkabh'  low  ;  and  although  some  ripples  appear,  there  is  nothing  to 
cause  any  material  obstruction.  The  falls,  at  first  view,  api)ear  imi)racticablc  at  low  water; 
indeed,  too  difficult  at  any  season  ;  nevertheless,  they  have  been  ])assed  at  all  seasons.  I  met 
two  men  in  a  flat-bottomed  boat  a  few  miles  above  the  falls,  who  had  carried  their  cargo  half  a 
mile  on  shore,  and  then  warped  up  their  em])ty  boat.  They  set  with  ]x)les  the  rest  of  the  way 
to  Mahoning.  The  lioat  carried  one  and  a  haH  tons  ;  but  in  some  seasons  there  will  be  water 
cuough  for  loads  of  five  tons.  Canoes,  it  is  said,"  have  ascende«l  25  miles  higher  than  the  Mahon- 
ing, which  certainly  must  be  near  one  branch  of  Muskingum,  as  it  couliuues  in  a  westerly 
course  ;  and  the  most  easterly  branch  of  that  river,  it  is  agreed  by  all  who  have  been  in  that 
quarter,  aj)})roaches  very  near  to  the  waters  falling  into  the  lake  ;  all  agree,  likewise,  that  the 
rivers  north  of  the  dividing  ridge  are  deep  and  smooth,  the  country  being  level.  l'(jll(jwing  the 
Indian  ])ath,  which  generally  keeps  in  the  low  ground  along  the  river,  the  distance  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Big  Bearer  to  Mahoning  is  about  50  miles  ;  which,  from  the  computed  distance 
thence  to  Cuyahoga,  gives  So  miles  in  all.  But  I  am  certain  a  much  better  road  will  be  found 
by  keeping  along  the  ground  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  Big  and  Little  Beavers.  But  this 
digression  I  nmst  beg  your  pardon  for.  To  your  further  (piery  I  think  I  shall  be  al)le  to  alTord 
you  more  satisfaction,  as  I  can  point  out  a  more  practicable  and  easy  communication,  by  which 
the  articles  of  trade  you  mention  can  be  transported  from  Lake  L^rie,  than  by  any  other  hitherto 
mentioned  route  ;  at  least  until  canals  are  cut.  This  is  by  a  branch  of  the  Allegany,  which  is 
navigable  by  l>oats  of  considerable  burthen,  to  within  eight  miles  of  Lake  Krie.  I  examined 
the  greater  part  of  the  communication  myself,  and  such  parts  as  I  did  not,  was  done  by  persons 
V)efore  and  subsc<iuent  to  my  being  there,  whose  accounts  can  scarce  be  doubte<l. 

I'rom  I'ort  Bitt  to  Venango  by  land,  on  the  Indian  and  iVench  path,  is  comi)uted  to  be  90 
miles;  by  water  it  is  sai<I  to  be  one-third  more.  lUit  as  you  know  the  country  so  far,  I  will 
forbear  giving  a  more  particular  account  of  it ;  *  l)ut  proceed  to  inform  you  that  I  set  out  and 
travele*!  by  land  from  Venango,  though  frecjuently  on  the  beach  or  within  high-water  mark, 
(the  country  being  in  many  ])1accs  im])assable  for  a  horse, )  to  a  cf)nfluence  of  a  branch  of  the 
river  called  Coniwango,  which  is  about  65  niiles  from  I'rench  creek.  The  general  course  of  the 
-Mlegany  between  these  two  creeks  is  north-east.  The  course  of  the  Coniwango  is  very  near 
due  north  ;  it  is  about   yahls  wi<le.  It  is  ujnvards  of  \  ards,  30  ujiles  from  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Allegany  at  a  fi)rk.  It  is  deep  and  not  very  ra])ld.  To  the  Coniwango  fork  of 
the  Allegany,  the  navigatic^n  is  rather  l)ctter  than  from  Venango  to  I'ort  Pitt.  I  traveled  about 
25  miles  a  day.  Two  Indians  pushed  a  loaded  canoe,  and  encanij)ed  with  me  every  night.  As 
the  Coniwango  is  crooked,  I  think  it  must  be  40  miles  from  the  Allegany  to  its  fork  by  water. 
One  of  the  forks  continues  in  a  northern  direction  al)out  seven  miles  to  a  beautiful  lake.  The 
lake  is  noticed  on  llutchins'  map,  by  the  name  of  lake  Jadacjue.  The  map  is  l)adly  executed. 
It  extends,  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  to  within  nine  miles  of  Lake  ICrie  ;  it  is 
from  one  to  two  miles  broad,  and  dee})  enough  for  navigation.  I  was  taken  sick,  which  pre- 
vented my  j<^urney  over  Lake  J\v'\e.  The  following  account  I  had  from  a  chief  of  the  Seneca 
tribe,  as  well  as  from  a  white  man  named  Mathews,  a  Virginian,  who  says  that  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Indians  at  Kanawha,  in  1777.  He  has  lived  with  the  Indians  since  that  time. 
As  far  as  I  could  judge,  he  appeared  to  be  well  acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  country.  I 
employed  him  as  interpreter.  He  stated  that  frcmi  the  uj)per  end  of  Jadaque  lake,  it  is  not 
more  than  nine  miles  along  the  path  or  road  to  Lake  Erie,  and  that  there  was  formerly  a  wagon 
road  between  the  two  lakes.  The  Indian  related,  that  he  was  about  14  years  old  when  the  French 
went  first  to  establish  a  post  at  Fort  Pitt ;  that  he  accompanied  an  uncle  who  was  a  chief  war- 
rior, on  tliat  occasion,  who  attended  the  French  ;  that  the  head  of  Lake  Jadaque  was  the  spot 

*  Waxhington  bad  visited  French  Creek  in  1753. 
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\vhc'r<.'  tlu"  (U'laohtiKMil  cinljarkcd  ;  that  tl'icy  fell  down  to  I'ort  I)u(|UC'Siie  without  any  ohstruc- 
ti<)!i,  in  lar^e  ranot's,  with  all  tlu?  arlillcry,  stores,  ])rovisions,  etc.  *  He  adtled  that  I'rench 
creek  was  ma<le  the  nieiliuni  of  coinnninieatio!!  afterwards;  why,  he  could  not  tell,  hut  always 
wondered  at  it,  as  he  expressed  himself,  knowinj^  the  other  to  he  so  luuoli  hetter.  'J'he  Seneca 
related  many  things  to  corrc >horale  and  convince  me  of  its  truth.  He  stated  that  he  was  con- 
stantly employed  hy  the  P-ritish  durinj^  the  late  w.^r,  and  had  the  rank  of  ca])tain  ;  and  that  he 
connnanded  tl:e  ])arty  which  was  defeated  on  the  Allegany  hy  Colonel  Hrodheail  ;  that  :n  the 
vear  17S2.  a  dttachment  comi)osed  of  3ckj  liritish  and  5(X)  Indians,  was  formed,  and  acluallv 
emharked  in  canues  on  I.ake  Jadatjue,  with  12  pieces  of  artillery,  with  an  avowed  intention  of 
attackini^  I'ort  I'itt.  Thi.>  e\;])edition,  he  says,  was  laid  aside,  in  consecjuence  of  the  reported 
repairs  and  strem^th  of  1-ort  I'itt,  carried  hy  a  s])y  from  the  neighhorhood  of  the  fort.  They 
then  contented  themselves  with  the  usual  mo«le  of  warfare,  hy  sendinj^-  snudl  parties  on  the 
frontier,  one  of  which  burned  Hannastown.  I  remember  very  well  that,  in  August  17S2,  we 
picked  up  at  I'ort  Pitt  a  number  of  canoes,  which  had  drifted  down  the  river;  and  I  received 
repeateti  accounts,  in  June  and  July,  from  a  Canadian  who  deserted  to  me,  as  well  as  from  some 
friendly  Indians,  of  this  armament ;  but  I  never  knew  before  then  where  they  had  assend)le(L 

both  Mathews  and  the  Seneca  desired  to  conduct  me,  as  a  further  proof  of  their  veracity, 
to  the  spot,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Jadat[ue,  where  lies  one  of  the  four-])ounders  left  by  the  P'rench. 
Major  P'iidey,  who  has  been  in  that  country  since  I  was,  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  the  jj;un. 
Mathews  was  \ery  dt••^irous  tliat  I  shoidd  explore  the  east  fork  of  the  Coniwango  ;  but  my  sick- 
m  ss  prewnted  me.  His  acrount  is,  that  it  is  navii;abk'  about  ,v>  niile-i  Uj)  from  the  junction  of 
the  north  and  west  branch,  to  a  swamp  whi(."h  is  about  half  a  mile  wide  ;  that  on  the  Jiortli  siilo 
of  this  swamp  a  larj^e  creek  has  its  source,  called  '*  Catteraucpie  "  ( (^attar  luj^us, )  which  falls 
into  Lake  P'.rie,  40  miles  from  the  foot  of  this  lake;  that  he  has  several  times  been  of  parties 
who  crossed  over,  carr\  in).(  the  canoes  across  the  swanj])s.  I  le  added,  that  the  Catteraucjue  watered 
much  the  finest  country  between  Buffalo  and  Pres([ue  Isle.  A  letter  has  been  jiublished  lately 
ill  a  Philadel])hia  newspaper,  written  In-  one  of  the  i^entlemeii  emj)loyed  in  runninj^  the  bound- 
ary line  l>et\\een  New  York  and  rennsylvania,  which  fully  supports  these  accounts.  As  well 
as  I  can  rememberjlhis  words  are  :  '  W'e  pushed  up  a  large  branch  of  the  Allegany,  called 
ChataglKjue  (so  he  s]>ells  the  name,)  which  is  from  one  half  mile  to  two  or  three  wide,  and  near 
twenty  long.  The  country  is  level,  and  the  land  good,  to  a  great  extent,  on  both  sides.  We 
ascentled  the  dividing  ridge  betw  een  the  two  lakes.  P'rom  this  ])lace  a  most  delightful  prosjiect 
was  open  before  us.'  He  tlien  dwells  on  the  scene  before  him  and  future  prospects,  not  to  the 
jnt  sent  ])urposc>  ;  but  coiu  ludcs  by  saying  that  the  waters  of  Lake  P^rie  cannot  be  brought  to 
the  (Miio.  as  the  summit  (tftlie  dividing  ri<lge  is  jcx)  feet  higher  than  Lake  P'.rie.  '  \Y'' traveled, ' 
he  continues,  'along  the  Indian  path  t<»t]ielake,  which  is  only  nine  miles,  though  very  crooked. 
A  good  wagon  road  may  1)e  made,  which  will  lu^t  exceed  seven  miles,  as  the  hill  is  not  steep. 
I  regret  that  this  detail  has  been  extended  to  so  great  a  length,  for  I  fear  that  it  will  rather 
weary  than  aiford  yon  satisfaction,  being  obliged  to  blend  the  information  (jf  others,  with  that 
which  came  within  my  own  observation,  in  some  degree  rentiers  it  unavoi<lable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  res])ect, 

Yt)ur  most  obedii  nt  ser\ant, 

WlI.M.V.M  IkVINK. 

This  letter  wos  co])ie(l  by  Dr.  William  A.  Irvitic,  fruiu  tlicM)ri;.;iiial  lent  to 
his  father,  Calleiider  Ir\'iiie,  b\'  Jii(l<.;c  Washiiij^ton  ;  and  it  contains  perhaps 
the  first  written  <lescri])tioii  extant  of  Chantauqna  lake  and  outlet.  Chau- 
tauqua lake  was  then  rarely  visited,  except  by  the  Senecas,  who  came  there 
to  hunt,  and  to  ca[)ture  the  excellent  fish,  for  which  it  is  now  so  justly  cele- 
brated, and  which  its  pure  waters  yielded  in  <4reat  abundance.  The  few 
white  men  that  wandered  as  far  as  its  shores,  found  it  a  .secluded  lake,  buried 

*Tlic  fir^t  c  \i>Mlilion  st  nt  by  the  Frcnclj  ;if.;aiTist  Fort  Pitt,  was  that  commaiKlcil  hy  Captain  Coiitrccocur, 
■xvliich  coinpclkil  the  capitiil.ition  of  I'iltsbur^ih,  in  .Vpril  1754. 
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in  the  heart  of  tlie  wilderness,  where  the  wild  fowl  <^athered  nnniolested, 
and  where  the  howl  of  the  wolf  could  be  heard  ni<;htly  anion;:;  its  neighbor- 
ing hills.  Although  the  lake  was  rareh'  seen  by  those  who  could  appreciate 
its  beauties,  yet  it  was  perhaps  then  more  beautiful  than  now.  In  si)ring, 
the  margin  of  every  inlet  and  cove,  and  its  whole  shore,  lay  concealed  l^eneath 
a  mass  of  green  foliage  which  the  frosts  in  autumn  changed  to  those  bright 
and  varied  hues  that  belong  only  to  an  American  forest.  E\eu  the  rough 
French  and  English  voyagers  that  sometimes  may  have  traversed  it  when  a 
deep  solitude  was  around  it,  could  not  have  ])eheld,  without  admiration,  its 
clear  waters  and  beautiful  shores. 

(fcneral  Washington  ausweiL'd  this  letter  fioui  (leneial  Ir\-ine  thus: 

.Morxr  Vi.UNoN,  iSth  l'\'l)niarv,  17SS. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acktiowledj^e  Iho  rcceij)!  of  your  favor  of  the  27th  \iU.,  ami  to  thank  you 
for  the  iiifoniiatioii  contaiticl  in  it.  As  a  i-oniniuniiMtion  lii-twct  ij  the  waters  of  I, aki-  Jvrie  and 
those  of  r)lii(;  is  a  matter  \vhicli  i)roniises  j^reat  ])uhlie  utility,  and  as  every  step  towards  tlie 
investigation  of  it  may  ])c  consi«lered  as  promotinj^  the  j^eneral  interests  of  our  country,  I  need 
make  no  a])ology  to  you  for  any  trouble  that  1  have  jj^iven  ui)on  the  subject.  I  am  fully  sensible 
that  no  account  cati  be  sutTiciently  accurate  to  hazard  any  (Operations  upon,  ^vilhout  an  actual 
survey.  My  object  in  wishing  a  solution  of  the  (jueries  ])roposed  to  you,  was,  that  I  might 
be  enabled  to  return  answers,  in  sonie  degree  satisfactory,  to  several  gentlemen  of  distinction  in 
foreign  coimtries,  who  have  apjocaled  to  me  for  information  on  the  subject,  in  l)ehalf  of  others 
who  wish  to  engage  in  the  fur  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  gratify  my  own  curiosity,  and  assist 
me  in  forming  a  judgement  of  the  joracticability  of  ojiening  communication,  should  it  ever  be 
seriously  in  contem])lation.  i.  Could  a  channel  once  be  o])ened  to  convey  the  fur  and  ];eltry 
from  the  lakes  into  the  Kastern  county,  its  advantages  would  l^e  so  obvious  as  to  induce  an  t)pinion 
that  it  would  in  a  short  time  become  the  channel  of  conveyance  for  much  of  the  commodities 
brought  frt)m  thence.  2  The  trade  between  New  York  an<l  that  (juarter,  is  subject  to  great 
inconvenience  from  the  length  of  the  communication,  number  of  portages,  and,  at  seasons, 
from  ice  ;  yet  it  has,  notwithstanding,  been  ])rosecuted  witli  success,  I  shall  feel  niyself  much 
obliged  by  any  further  information  that  you  may  find  time  and  inclination  to  communicate  to 
me  on  this  head.    I  atn,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obe<lient,  ^cc, 

C.i-oKC.H  Washinc.ton. 

General  Irvine's  later  letter  to  General  Washington  Ufion  the  subject. 

Ni-;w  York,  Oct.  6th,  17SS. 
Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  waters  of  the  .Mlegany,  which 
approach  near  to  Lake  Erie.  It  is  taken  from  an  actual  survey  made  by  the  ])er.sons  who  ran 
the  line  between  the  states  of  New  York  and  rennsyh  ania.  These  gentleman  say  that  the  main 
branch  of  the  Allegany  falls  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  there  is  only  seven  or  eight  miles  land 
carriage  between  it  and  the  head  of  a  branch  of  Sus(|uehanna,  calle<l  T'oga,  which  is  navigable 
for  large  boats  at  most  seasons.  The  navigation  of  Caniwango,  I  know,  is  much  preferable  to 
French  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  \Vm.  Irvimc. 

This  letter  was  never  published  except  in  "  Young's  History.''    It  is 

found  in  a  bound  volume  of  the  W^ashington  Papers,  and  is  entered  in  an 

index  of  those  papers  made  by  Rev.  Jared  Si)arks.    Accompaning  this  letter 

was  an  accurate  map  of    Chautaugh  "  lake,  and     Canewango  river  •"  also 

Chautauqua  Creek  portage  from  Lake  Erie  to  Chautauqua  lake,  and  also  the 
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porta«T;-e  to  Le  Boctif,  and  otlicr  localities.  Washintrtoii  replied  to  General 
Irvine  : 

]Moi'NT  Vhrnon,  31st  October,  178.S. 

Dkar  Sir  :  The  letter  with  which  you  favored  ine,  dated  the  6th  instant,  enclosing  a 
sketch  of  waters  near  the  line  which  separates  your  state  from  New  York,  came  duly  to  hand, 
for  which  I  offer  you  my  acknoNvledj^meuts  and  thanks.  The  extensive  inland  navigation  with 
which  this  country  abounds,  antl  tlie  easy  comuuinication  which  many  of  the  rivers  afford,  with 
the  ama/ing  territory  to  the  westward  of  us,  will  certaiidy  Ije  productive  of  infinite  advantage 
to  the  Atlantic  states,  if  the  legislatures  of  those  through  which  they  pass  have  liberality  and 
public  spirit  cJiough  to  improve  them,  i'or  my  j^art,  I  wish  sincerely  that  every  door  to  that 
country  may  be  set  wide  0])en,  that  the  commercial  intercourse  with  it  may  be  ren<lered  as 
free  and  easy  as  possilde.  This,  in  my  judgment,  is  the  best,  if  iu)t  the  only  cement  that  can 
bin<l  those  people  to  us  for  any  length  of  time,  au<l  we  shall,  I  think,  be  deficient  in  foresight 
and  wisdom  if  w  e  neglect  the  means  to  elfect  it.  Onr  interest  is  so  much  in  unison  with  the 
policy  of  the  measure,  that  nothing  but  that  ill-aimed  and  misapplied  j)arsimony  and  contracted 
way  of  thinking,  which  intermingles  so  much  in  all  our  public  councils,  can  counteract  it.  If 
the  Chautautjua  lake,  at  the  head  of  the  Connewango  river,  a])proximates  l.ake  Ivrie  as  nearly 
as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  draft  you  sent  me,  it  presents  a  very  short  portage  indeed  between  the 
two,  and  access  to  all  those  ab.»\c  the  1  itter.    I  am,  etc.,  (n;()R(;)';  WashinctoX. 

It  will  be  scfH  that  Wash in^tj; ton,'  at  that  earl)'  (la\',  elcarly  foresaw  the 
great  importance  of  obtaiiiini^-  a  read)'  cc^ninmnication  between  the  waters  of 
the  East  and  the  West,  which  was  then  reqnired  only  to  transport  the  few 
fnrs  and  peltries  collected  by  the  Indians  and  trappers  in  the  nncivilized 
western  re<^ions  ;  bnt  which,  45  years  later,  was  needed  to  bear  a  tide  of 
enii,iL^ration  that  has  constantly  since  then  been  ponring  into  the  v^alley  of  the 
]\Ii.ssissippi,  and  to  carr)-  back  to  the  Ivist  from  that  frnitfnl  territory  snrplns 
products  so  vast  as  to  retpiire  the  bnildin<^  of  the  JCrie  canal. 

The  ICrie  canal  was  c()m[)leted  and  formally  opened  October  26,  1825, 
and  the  first  fleet  of  canal  boats  left  HniTalo  for  New  York.  On  that  day,  as 
the)'  started  at  ihe  sii^nal  of  a  cannon  fired  at  BnfTalo,  which  was  promptly 
answered  b\'  oun  after  i^un  stationed  at  re<^nlar  intervals  alon<;-  the  canal  and 
down  tile  Hndson  to  Xew  York,  where  one  honr  and  25  minntes  after  the 
first  i!;mi  was  fired  at  L  ike  ICrie,  the  last  was  fired  beside  the  sea.  Immediately 
an  answering;  ,i;nn  was  sent  back  iVom  the  ocean  which  reached  the  lake  in 
another  liour  and  25  minntes.  The  canal  boats,  loaded  with  (listin_<;nished 
people,  and  amid  po|)nlar  rejoiciii;^,  reached  Xew  York  November  4th,  and 
procee(kd  to  v*>aiid\'  I  look  nnder  the  escort  of  nearl)'  all  the  vessels  in  |)ort, 
where  De  Witt  Clinton  ponred  a  ke;^  of  water  from  Lake  iM'ie  into  the  ocean. 
The  event  was  celebrated  in  New  York  b)'  a  L;rand  civic  procession  nearly 
five  miles  in  leii'Lith,  a  maL;nificent  display  of  fireworks  and  a  jj^rand  illnmina- 
tion.  ( )f  such  importance  was  the  constrnclion  of  the  Erie  canal  re<i^arded 
by  the  conntrv  at  the  time,  and  justly,  for,  as  a  resnlt,  ma«^nificent  cities 
have  j^rown  np  in  the  West,  and  an  empire  created  aronnd  the  borders  of 
the  Great  Lakes.  The  completion  of  the  canal  wasdnly  celebrated  in  Chan- 
taiKpia  comity  on  the  26th  of  November  at  Mayville.  At  10  o'clock  A.  ]\L, 
the  board  of  supervisors  and  citizens,  marshalled  by  Joy  Handy,  marched 
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in  ])roccssion  to  tlic  ])ul)lic  square,  where  a  national  salute  was  fired  under 
the  direelion  of  Major  Asahel  L\  on.  The  cannon  used  was  taken  from  the 
British  on  Lake  Erie  by  Coniniodore  Perry.  In  the  evenini;^,  still  animated  by 
commendable  enthusiasm  to  further  celebrate  the  auspicious  event,  the  super- 
visors, and  a  num1)er  of  gentlemen  of  the  county,  assembled  at  the  tavern  of 
Jcdediah  Tracy,  then  the  most  widely-known  and  poj^ular  inil)lic  house  in 
the  county.  Thomas  Prendergast  presided,  and  Abiram  (.)rton  ae^ed  as  vice- 
president.  It  is  said  the  utmost  harmony  and  hilarity  prevailed,  toasts 
inters]>ersed  with  sonj^s  suital)le  to  the  occasion  were  drank  with  a  How  of 
soul  which  only  the  event  celebrated  could  have  elicited." 

The  subjecl;  of  internal  improvements  had  now  a  stro'lijj;  hold  upon  the 
public  mind,  and  many  jM'ojecIs  were  entertained  to  develo])  the  resources  of 
the  stale  by  couslruclin;.;  canals  and  buildin;;  roads.  In  pursuance  of  an  acfl 
of  the  legislature,  surveys  and  estimates  of  expense  were  made  of  the  most 
eli.i;ible  roads  for  navii^able  connnunications  from  Lake  ICrie  to  the  Alle<;any 
river  throu.i^h  the  valley  of  the  Conewanj^o  and  from  Portland  Harbor  to  the 
head  of  Chautauqua  lake.    However  nothing  further  was  done. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  Governor  Clinton,  a  law  was  passed  in 
1825,  appointing  three  commissioners  to  explore  and  cause  surveys  to  be 
made  for  a  state  road  from  the  Hudson  river  to  Lake  I{rie.  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  Jabez  Hammond,  and  George  IMorrell  were  appointed.  They 
recommended  two  routes,  to  commence  at  different  points  on  the  Hudson 
river  and  to  extend  westward,  merging  into  one  at  I>ath  in  Steul)en  county, 
and  thence  to  extend  westward  through  Angelica  and  Ellicottville  to  Gerry 
in  Chautaufjua  county,  and,  from  this  point,  it  was  ])ro])osc'd  to  have  branches, 
one  extending  to  Dunkirk,  and  the. other  to  Parcelona  by  way  of  Mayville. 
It  was  estimated  that  the  exj)cnse  of  making  this  road  would  be  $2,000  per 
mile.  Public  meetings  in  favor  of  the  project  were  held  in  various  parts  of 
the  state  to  be  benefited.  Among  them  was' one  in  Mayville.  In  the  southern 
tier  of  counties  it  was  regarded  witli  great  favor.  At  the  next  session  of  the 
legislature  it  was  a  subject  of  great  importance,  -and  met  with  determined 
opposition  from  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal.  It  was  defeated  by  a  close 
vote.  Had  the  bill  passed  and  tlie  state  road  been  built,  the  complaints  in 
the  south  tier  of  counties  that  they  helped  to  bear  the  l)urthen  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Erie  canal  without  corresponding  benefits  would  have  been 
removed,  for  they  would  not  only  have  been  satisfied  l)ut  grateful  for  the 
bounty  of  the  state.  As  it  was,  the  defeat  of  the  state  road  was  the  cause 
and  the  beginning  of  the  agitation  that  resulted  25  years  later  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Erie  railroad. 

March  25,  1825,  Carroll  was  organized  from  Ellicott  and  comprised  the 
present  towns  of  Kiantonc  and  Carroll.  James  Hall  was  elected  its  first 
supervisor. 

'  ■  ■  1/ 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

TIIK  CLOSK  OF  TIIH  PIONEER  PERIOD. 

Our  hardy  pioneers,  tJie  men  who  nursed 
Amid  the  blooming  fields  of  cultured  lands, 
Forsook  the  scenes  of  infancy,  and  first, 
With  hearts  of  lofty  daring  and  strong  hands, 
Pierced  old  primeval  groves,  by  hunter  bands 
;  .'  And  beasts  of  carnage  tenanted  alone, 

-  And  lit  their  cam])-rires  on  the  lonely  strands 

C)f  lakes  and  seas,  to  geographer  unknown. 
Deserve  the  bard's  high  lay — the  sculptor's  ])roudest  stone. 

— Hosmer. 

WITH  the  coni]^letion  of  the  Erie  canal,  the  material  prosperity  of 
Chautauqua  county  coniuienced.  Practically  isolated  from  the 
settled  portions  of  the  state  durin<;  the  first  ten  years  of  the  set- 
tlement of  the  county  the  ])ioueers  had  maintained  a  desperate  struj^gle  with 
the  wilderness.  They  had  sufTcred  all  the  privations  and  hardships  of  forest 
life.  When  the  countv  was  oro;anized  this  first  period  in  its  history  was 
closed.  The  forest  life  of  the  settler  was  ended,  and  his  political  existence 
recoj^nized,  which  before  had  been  practically  ignored,  and,  for  a  time,  a 
bright  future  for  the  stttler  seemed  assured.  Put  this  hope  was  soon  dis- 
pelled ])y  the  war,  which  came  with  all  its  scouri^es,  followed  by  the  cold 
season  and  its  meager  crops,  and  long  years  of  financial  depression.  The 
original  debt  to  the  Holland  Compan\'  in  most  instances  remained  unpaid 
with  the  interest  annuall)'  accumulating.  The  settlers  had  absolutely  no 
market  for  their  products  except  for  black  salts  and  potash  sold  at  Montreal 
and  in  ICngland,  a-nd  pine  linnber  sold  at  IMttsburgh  and  along  the  Ohio. 
Their  log  tenements  were  fast  lalling  into  decay.  Tlie  prospect  before  them 
was  glooiuy  indeed.    vSucli  was  the  condition  of  the  county  prior  to  i<S25. 

With  the  completion  of  the  lu'ie  canal  a  new  era  connnenced.  The  set- 
tler now  found  a  market,  was  brought  into  ct)ntacl  with  the  cast,  and  a 
])eri<Hl  of  pro>p.jrity  l)egan  which  has  continiied  to  the  present  time.  This 
change  in  the  ct>nditio!i  of  the  people  brought  a  corresponding  change  in 
their  characteristio  :ind  customs.  The  people  who  settled  in  the  county 
prior  to  the  com])letion  of  the  canal  were  mostly  frontiersmen  from  the  west- 
ern ]x>rders  of  Xew  York  and  PennsN'lvania.  Asa  rule  they  were  unlettered. 
Yet  among  their  number  were  sometimes  men  of  marked  al)ility  whose  talents 
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Avould  honor  any  station.  Tliere  were  also  women  ofrefmenient  whose  attain- 
ments prepared  them  to  adorn  any  society.  Althon^^li  the  early  settlers  were 
uneducated,  they  were  not  ignorant  or  uninformed.  They  possessed  strong 
pradlical  sense,  and  native  ability  fully  equal  to  tliose  who  came  after  them. 
They  possessed  that  learning  which,  in  the  situation  that  it  was  their  fortune 
to  be  cast,  best  fitted  them  for  a  life  of  usefulness.  They  were  accoin})lished 
masters  in  woodcraft.  They  could  handle  the  axe  as  deftly  as  a  fencing 
master  his  foil.  They  were  adepts  in  their  calling,  and  in  all  that  ]>ertained 
to  the  task  of  preparing  the  way  for  the  westward  ex|)ansion  of  civilization. 
How  quickly  and  how  well  they  performed  this  duty  the  green  hillsides  and 
blooming  valle\'s  of  our  county  attest.  They  brought  witli  them  little  skill 
in  husbandry  for  the  gift  re(piisite  was  tliat  of  the  woodsman.  The  hind  was 
not  sufficiently  sul)dned  to  yield  l)ut  sm.dl  crops  and  friiit,  consecjuently  the 
sc\  the  and  i)low  remained  the  wliole  year  round  ex])osed  to  rust  and  weatlier. 

Game  was  abundant  in  the  woods,  and  trout  plenty  in  all  the  streams. 
Hunting  was  not  only  a  pioneer  accomplishment,  but  a  common  ])ursuit. 
The  rifle  was  found  in  nearh-  every  cabin.  Its  use  was  familiar  to  iill  from 
youth  up,  and  its  owner  usually  possessed  a  steady  nerve  and  a  quick  eye. 

In  those  early  years  the  habits  and  manners  of  the  people  corresponded 
with  their  rough  pursuits  and  snrroundings.  Their  recreations  consisted  in 
outdoor  sports,  such  as  a  vigorons  and  athletic  ])eople  always  delight  in. 
Wrestling  was  a  ]>o])ular  amusement,  and  was  universally  practiced  on  rais- 
ing, training  and  eleelion  days,  and  other  assemblies  of  the  peo])le. 

The  early  pioneers  were  remarkabh'  generous  and  hospitable.  The  latch- 
strings  always  hnng  out.''  Isolated  in  the  wilderness,  subject  to  common 
hardships,  participating  in  the  same  sim]ile  enjoyments,  and  living  in  com- 
plete social  equality  caused  true-  friendship  and  genuine  benevolence  to  be 
cultivated  and  universal.  Wealth  was  not  regarded  as  a  ])assport  to  respecla- 
bility.  Their  charity  was  not  manifested  in  cold  ostentatious  displays  of  lib- 
erality, nor  was  it  that  unaccountable  sensibility  that  only  descries  distress  in 
the  distance,  that  bestows  its  bounties  afar  off.  It  was  the  unaflected  and  gen- 
uine charity  taught  in  the  Scripture.  They  would  themselves  repair  to  the 
cabin  of  their  destilnte  neighbor,  and  with  their  own  hands,  and  with  real 
kindness,  relieve  his  distress  and  administer  to  his  wants.  If  the  aOlictions 
they  sought  to  relieve  were  the  result  of  what  they  .ermed  "  shiftlessness," 
intemperance  or  other  fnidt,  they  would  with  charity  administer  a  just  rebuke, 
and  endeavor  to  correct  the  fault  by  a  wholesome  and  sometimes  a  rough  repri- 
mand. Humanity  was  their  distinguishing  trait,  yet  exhibited  in  the  rough 
manner  peculiar  to  the  pioneer.  The  new  comer  was  treated  with  a  cordial 
welcome.  No  unjust  or  disparaging  rellections  were  indulged  in,  Init  he  was 
received  as  an  equal,  and  assumed  to  be  in  ever}'  way  a  wortln-  companion  until 
found  to  be  otherwise.    All  lent  a  helping  hand  to  assist  him  to  build  his  cabin 
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and  make  his  first  clearin<i; ;  and  often  did  it  happen  that  men  of  donbtfnl 
character,  wlio  settled  anions;  tlieni,  by  such  fair  and  ^rencrons  treatment 
were  made  <^ood  citizens,  and  maintained  ever  after  fair  chara(!^lers. 

Tlie  people  wjo  emii^-rated  to  Chautanqua  after  tlie  buildinjj;-  of  the  canal 
diflered  in  certain  respects  from  those  who  came  before  them.  They  were 
not  so  poor.  The  prospect  of  a  market  for  the  surplus  produces  of  the  soil 
and  other  sii^ns  of  comint;-  prosperity  in\'ited  peoj^le  from  New  England  and 
from  courmnnities  in  other  settled  localities  who  brouj^ht  with  them  more 
means,  and  habits  of  economy  and  thrift  that  prevailed  in  the  east.  These 
new  comers  were  better  skilled  in  husbandry,  and  consequent-y  better  fitted 
for  the  chan_L;ed  condition  of  the  cou.nty,  which  had  now  advanced  from  a 
backwoods  state,  and  become  a  "  farmiu!^  country,"  althoui^h  there  were 
several  towns  almost  entirely  co\-ered  with  forests. 

Mail)-  of  the  old  settlers,  unfitted  b>'  their  habits  of  life  to  these  chanj^ed 
conditions  or  pressed  with  debt,  sold  their  imi)rovements  at  a  loss  to  the  more 
thriitN-  new-couurs  and  souidit  more  cnu^eiiial  homes  in  the  West,  and  the 
simi>le  and  heart)'  wa\s  of  the  ])ioneei's  that  lemained  were  gradually  su[)- 
plaiited  b\'  the  more  conventional  and  less  genuine  manners  of  the  farmers 
wlio  followed  them. 

Tlir  c<)))ipl('ti<ni  of  tlir  liric  Canal  dates  the  close  of  tJw  true  pioneer  Justo}y 
of  the  coitnty.  Vet  for  many  years  the  characteristics  of  the  pioneer  period 
were  \-er)'  closely  interwoven  with  the  ways  of  the  people  who  came  after 
them.  Indeed  the  methods  of  life  of  the  pioneer  did  not  entirely  disappear 
until  25  \'ears  later,  or  about  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  New  York  and 
Krie  railroad,  when  communication  was  still  better  established  with  the 
eastern  towns,  and  a  still  better  market  was  obtained. 

The  history  of  the  county  would  not  be  complete  if  an  account  of  the 
customs  of  the  ]>eo])le  who  inhabited  it  during  the  first  50  years  of  its  settle- 
ment should  be  omitted.  We  therefore  liberally  quote  from  "  Pioneer  Homes 
and  Characteristics  "  written  b\-  the  late  Judge  \„  Ilugbee,  of  vStocktou,  which 
contains  most  faithful  j^ictures  of  their  life.  This  admirable  descrij)tion  was 
prepared  for  the  Chautanqn.a  County  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science. 
The  early  life  of  Mr.  Ihigbee  was  ]»assed  among  these  old  pioneers,  and  his 
memory  to  his  later  >'ears  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  scenes  he  has  so 

a c c  u  ra  t e  1  \  d< esc i" i  be d . 

Let  us  exaanine  the  obstacles  to  be  bra\-ely  met  by  the  pioneers,  who 
sought  to  establi>h  homes  in  the  wilderness  of  Chautauqua.  Jeremiah 
Griffith  settled  at  GrilTith  Point  in  April  iSo'").  His  son,  Samuel,  states 
that  he  was  at  tliat  time  15  years  of  age.  The  family  consisted  of  liis  father 
and  mother  and  six  children,  the  youngest  a  babe  of  six  months.  They 
arrived  at  their  destination  at  sundown  on  vSaturday.  Hastily  erecting  a 
temporary  shelter  with  crotclies,  poles  and  boughs,  and  kindling  a  fire  in 
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front,  they  made  themselves  comfortable  till  Monday.  Early  in  the  morn- 
in^r  ]\Ir.  G.  and  the  boys  were  busy  with  their  axes  in  cuttin*^  the  second 
growth  trees  from  the  Indian  fields  around  their  wii^wams,  and  soon  had  a 
cabin  16x20,  covered  with  elm  bark  fastened  in  i)lace  with  poles  and  withes, 
(afterwards  covered  with  pine  shin«^les  three  feet  in  leni;lli.)  The  floor  was 
of  split  chestnut  loi;s,  and  the  door  was  made  of  the  same  material  ;  the  fire- 
place was  a  notch  in  the  floor  at  one  end  of  tlie  cabin,  made  upon  the  bare 
earth  with  stones  rudely  piled  ai^ainst  the  wall  to  protect  it  from  the  fire,  with 
split  sticks  laid  up  in  co1)house  fashion  from  the  chamber  lloor  u])war(ls, 
l)eing  about  six  feet  s(piare  at  the  base  and  taperiiii;  to  three  feet  at  the  to]), 
the  whole  wall  covered  inside  and  out  with  mud  plaster.  A  lu,i;pole  " 
crossed  the  chimne\'  at  the  upper  flexor,  from  which  daii.i;]ed  a  chain  with 
several  loose  hooks,  on  which  the  <;ood  housewife  huni^  her  pots  and  kettles 
in  cookini:^.  The  wood  used  for  the  fireplace  was  usuallv  about  six  feet  in 
length.  A  huge  backlog  often  two  feet  in  diameter  was  brought  in  on 
rollers  and  placed  against  the  back  of  the  chimney  ;  on  the  top  was  a  back- 
stick,''  about  half  the  size  of  the  former  ;  in  front  a  ''fire-stick''  with  each 
end  resting  upon  a  cou])le  of  holders  a  foot  in  diameter,  the  middle  being 
filled  with  smaller  wood,  making  the  mo>t  cheerful  familx'  fireside  the  world 
has  ever  known.  Around  this  fire  sat  the  family  on  rude  benches  with  per- 
haps a  few  splint  bottom  chairs  for  the  parents  and  older  portion.  This 
stick  chimney  was  far  from  being  fire-proof,  and  to  protect  it  a  huge  squirt 
gun  stood  in  a  bucket  of  water  in  the  corner,  which,  with  the  watchful  eyes 
of  the  family,  was  usually  an  am})le  protective.  Matches  were  unknown, 
and  tlie  loss  of  fire  was  cpiite  a  calamity  when  neighl)<)rs  were  many  miles 
away.  Ihit  nearh'  all  would  own  a  fiint-lock  gun  and  ammunition.  With 
these,  and  a  little  tow  or  ''spunk!'  was  found  a  sure  and  ami^le  remedy. 
The  gun  \\as  also  the  chief  reliance  i  1  su[)plying  the  family  with  meat, 
chiefiy  from  the  deer  that  abounded  in  the  forests.  During  the  winter  veni- 
son hams  could  be  seen  in  nearly  every  cabin  suspended  on  wooden  pins  to 
dry  around  the  huge  chimney  or  from  the  beams  overhead.  No  better  dried 
meats  ever  graced  the  talde  of  kings,  and  when  fresh  it  was  equal  to  the  best 
domesticated  animals.  The  pioneers  around  Chautautpia  lake  also  relied 
much  on  the  fish  which  they  captured  in  any  desired  (piantity  with  hooks 
or  in  their  canoes  by  night  with  pine  torches  and  spear.'.  Speckled  trout  and 
horned  dace  were  found  in  large  quantities  in  the  numerous  spring  brooks 
which  at  that  time  were  flowing  the  year  round.  Chautaiuiua  lake  Was 
often  called  the  "meat  barrel"  of  the  pioneer.  It  was  not  uncommon  for  a 
couple  of  men  to  capture  200  pounds  or  more  of  pickerel  or  bass  in  a  single 
night. 

A  great  majority  of  the  early  settlers  with  families,  came  with  ox  teams 
on  "  wooden-shod  "  sleds.    One  or  two  cows  and  a  few  sheep  followed  driven 
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by  tiie  boys.  In  the  winter,  they  snbsisted  npon  browse,  tlie  best  of  which 
was  ehn,  basswood  and  maple  tops,  on  which  they  wonkl  thrive  as  on  the 
best  of  ]ia\".  In  snnnner  or  in  sprinj^  the  lierbage  in  the  woodhnids  fnrnished 
abnndant  ])astnra^e.  One  wlio  lias  never  seen  onr  forests  of  fifty  years  a^o 
can  hardly  conceive  of  the  beanty  and  nia<^nificence  of  the  scene  presenied 
dnrinj^- April, -May  and  Jnne.  They  were  everywhere  carpeted  with  ferns, 
leeks,  and  a  j^^reat  variety  of  wild  ilowers  np  to  the  knees  or  hips,  and  along- 
the  intervals  and  water-courses  nettles  and  other  wild  lierba<;e  were  often 
hijLjher  than  a  iiiairs  head,  forminj^-  an  almost  impassable  barrier.  For  more 
than  thirty  years  many  portions  of  the  county  depended  upon  t]ie  woodlands 
for  their  pastura<;e,  and  the  tinkle  of  the  cow-bell  was  heard  at  all  ])oints  of 
the  compass.  The  milk  and  butter  was  usually  hi^hl\'  tinctured  with  leeks, 
and,  U)  make  them  passable  as  an  article  of  food,  an  onion,  leek,  or  l)uncli 
of  si\'es  was  placed  l)esi(k-s  the  plate  of  each  one  of  which  the)'  took  an  occa- 
sional tastf.  TiK-  C()ura,'L;eous  and  piON'ideiit  ])ioiieer,  ha\'iu<^  sheltered  his 
familv  in  a  rude  cabin,  iK-xt  ck-ared  away  a  patch  and  ])lantcd  it  to  corn  and 
2)otatoes,  reser\'in,i^-  small  portions  here  and  there,  where  the  loj^  heaps  had 
been  burned,  i'ov  cucumbers,  melons  and  other  \'ines. 

In  order  to  understand  the  labor  to  be  performed  to  clear  away  an  acre 
of  the  native  woodland,  we  will  state  that  upon  this  would  be  found  from 
forty  to  forty-five  trees  from  one  to  three  feet  in  diameter,  besides  the  staddles, 
underbrush  and  fallen  timber.  This  applies  to  the  hard  timber  lands  wiiere 
beech  and  maple  pre\  ailed.  A  good  axeman  would  clio])  and  prepare  an 
acre  of  this  in  six  da\'s  ;  an  ex])ert  axeman  would  often  do  it  in  four.  The 
staddles  and  underbrush  were  cut  and  thrown  into  heaps,  then  the  lar<4er 
trees  were  cut  into  seetioiis  16  to  20  feet  in  len;^th  i'ov  log.ginj^'  or  to  be 
drawn  and  n>lle(l  into  lieaps  for  Ijuniiui;-.  The  tops  were  trimmed  and  thrown 
into  piles  and  burned  in  (Jidei  to  clear  the  wa\'  for  the  ox-leani  and  men 
which  wete  to  foHow.  A  full  set  reipiiied  a  te;mister  and  thiee  men  with 
handspikes  to  i\>ll  tlie  loi;s  in  position.  When  these  1o,l;  heaps  were  well 
ablaze  with  innumerable  sparks  dancin.L;-  and  darting-  upward  under  an 
evening  sky  the  scene  was  cheering  and  delightful.  The  timber  being  con- 
sumed the  ashes  were  caiefully  raked  into  hea})s,  then  drawn  to  the  leach, 
water  thrown  u])on  them,  the  l)e  caught  in  a  trougli  dug  out  with  an  axe 
from  a  section  of  a  large  tree,  then  ')oiled  down  to  a  thick  black  pudding 
known  as  black  salts.  On  the  t)ak  and  chestnut  lands  it  was  customary  to 
cut  out  the  small  timber  and  underbrush,  girdle  the  large  trees  and  leave 
them  standing,  plant  the  ground  to  corn  and  potatoes  or  sow  to  wheat  or  oats 
and  tlius  obtain  \  er)' good  crops. 

Tlie  earl\-  mills  at  Westfield,  Bemus  creek,  on  the  outlet.  Silver  Creek 
and  Canadaway  were  a  great  blessing  to  the  pioneer,  but  main'  were  so  far 
awa\-  and  the  roads  so  bad  that  the\-  were  obliged  to  grind  their  corn  with  a 
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pestle  attached  to  a  sprinj^  pole  in  a  hole  dug  out  of  a  lo;^.  All  crops  coni- 
iiiitted  to  the  virgin  soil  cheerfully  responded  to  the  elTorts  of  tlie  husband- 
men. In  especial  manner  the  potato  would  often  give  a  plump  bushel  for 
every  six  hills.  Very  little  cultivation  was  necessary.  An  early  settler 
used  often  to  speak  to  us  the  pleasure  he  experienced  when  he  dug  liis  first 
hill  of  great  smooth  potatoes. 

The  manufaelure  of  maple  sugar  was  an  important  industry,  and  gave  to 
the  peoj)le  an  al)undant  suj)ply  of  this  luxury,  and  was  a  convenient  article 
of  exchange.  The  saj)  was  usualh'  caught  in  troughs  made  willi  tlie  axe 
from  tlie  cucum1)er  tree,  and  boiled  down  in  kettles  sus})ended  to  lugpoles 
with  large  cpiaiitities  of  fuel.  The  sugar  camp  was  often  the  resort  of  the 
young  men  and  maidens  of  the  neighborhood,  who,  around  the  cheerful  hre, 
would  pass  the  fleeting  hours  in  merry  glee,  over  a  feast  of  wax  sugar  spread 
upon  the  virgin  snow. 

Darius  Knapp  of  Harmony  was  among  its  first  settlers.  He  informed  the 
writer  that  his  capital  at  the  time  he  took  an  article  of  his  farm  consisted  of 
courai^e  and  his  axe  on  his  shoulder.  He  said  that  he  had  made  the  trip  on 
foot  seventeen  times  between  sun  and  sun  from  I>uffalo  to  Panama.  Joseph 
Sackett  at  an  early  day  came  from  Buffalo  to  his  home  in  Stockton,  starting 
at  early  dawn,  and  chopped  a  cord  of  wood  before  sundown.  Xahum  Aldrich 
who  settled  on  lot  2  above  Long  Point,  on  Chautauqua  lake  in  1807  was 
unmarried.  His  wealth  consisted  of  his  axe  only  and  an  indomitable 
will.  These  men  all  died  wealthy.  Aldrich  boarded  awhile  with  his  neigh- 
bor, Deacon  John  Peterson,  but,  alarmed  at  the  debt  he  was  incurring,  he 
moved  his  quarters  to  his  own  premises  and  kept  bachelor's  hall,  cooking 
his  food  in  a  skillet,  and  lodging  for  several  months  in  a  hollow  buttonwood 
log,  his  only  shelter,  his  bed  some  straw^  with  a  single  blanket.  During  the 
summer  he  captured  many  ducks  with  his  gun,  from  the  feathers  of  which 
and  an  old  shirt  for  a  case  he  made  a  comfortable  pillow. 

The  period  of  bark  covered  cabins  was  of  short  duration.  The  body  of 
this  primitive  dwelling  was  made  of  light  poles  that  could  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion by  the  help  at  hand.  As  soon  as  the  country  l)ecame  well  settled  and 
sawmills  could  be  built  from  which  boards  could  be  obtained,  the  more  sub- 
stantial log  house  took  its  place.  These  were  quite  uniform  in  size,  usually 
about  20x24  feet,  with  a  ])rojeel.ion  of  the  roof  in  front  of  ten  feet  resting  on 
the  beams  that  sui)ported  the  chamber  floor.  This  projeclion  was  called  a 
*'  stoop,"  and  under  it  could  be  seen  pots  and  kettles,  the  washtub,  the  wooden 
washbowl,  si)lint  broom,  and  many  other  necessary  utensils  of  the  household. 
This  house  was  the  first  work  of  the  pioneer.  Straight  trees  and  of  uniform 
size  were  selecSted  and  drawn  to  the  place  chosen  for  the  dwelling  ;  the  neigh- 
bors were  invited  to  the  "raising,"  and  all  made  it  a  religious  duty  to  attend, 
unselfishly  forgetting  the  duties  of  home.    No  foundation  w-as  required  but 
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the  four  lojj^s,  the  size  of  the  building-,  laid  upon  the  level  ground.  When 
this  was  done  four  of  the  1)est  axemen  each  took  a  corner,  and  cut  a  saddle 
and  notch  to  hold  the  lo.i^s  in  position  as  they  were  rolled  on  skids  to  the 
proper  place.  They  were  usually  made  a  story  and  a  half,  the  upper  portion 
beini;-  the  sleepin<^  room  of  the  family,  access  to  which  was  a  ladder,  or  pins 
driven  into  the  lo.^s  in  the  wail  of  the  house,  and  occasionally  rou^h  board 
stairs.  Three  or  four  hours  in  an  afternoon  was  sufTicient  time  to  raise  a 
loi;-  house.  When  the  body  was  U])  the  loj^s  were  cut  away  for  the  door  and 
windows,  the  lloor  laid  with  unjjlaned  boards,  the  space  between  the  \o^s 
filled  with  split  ])ieces  of  wood  and  plastered  with  mud,  the  j^ables  boarded, 
the  roof  made  of  ]>iue  shin,i;les,  and  a  stone  chinine)',  with  jams  and  an  iron 
crane  for  the  pots  and  kettles,  made  for  those  da\s  a  ver\'  comfortable  and 
convenient  home.  ( )ccasionall\',  when  brick  could  be  obtained,  an  oven 
was  built  at  one  side  of  the  fire])lace,  the  flue  entering  the  chimney.  These 
ovens  were  of  sufTicient  size  to  c(*ntain  a  half  dozen  loaves  of  bread,  as  many 
pies,  and  a  pan  of  pork  and  beans,  b^ine  dry  wood  was  re(piired  to  heat  the 
oven  for  baking,  but  it  is  doubted  if  the  modern  range  or  cook  stove  is  any 
improvement  in  this  brancli  of  cookery.  Occasionally  ovens  were  built  out- 
side the  house  on  a  log  ])latform  up  to  the  hips.  The  honse  without  an  oven 
v/ould  substitute  the  bake-kettle,  a  flat-bottom,  straight-sided  iron  vessel  with 
Ici^s  four  inches  long  and  an  iron  cover.  The  baking  was  performed  by  sur- 
rounding the  kettle  with  live  coals  in  a  corner  of  the  fire-place,  changing 
and  renewing  as  occasion  re(piired.  A  loaf  of  bread  l)aked  in  this  manner, 
made  of  three  parts  of  corn  meal  and  one  part  of  stewed  pumpkin,  was  a 
<^reat  f:i\-orite  with  the  ])ioneer.  No  better  bread  was  ever  made.  It  was 
tiiought  that  standing  in  the  kettle  o\'er  night  im])ro\ed  its  flavor.  Remo\'e 
the  eo\er  in  tlie  morning  and  beli(»]d  a  brown  loaf  with  a  yellow  tin_L;e  and 
aroma  that  would  t«.'mpt  an Cpicm-e.  ''Johnny  cake,"  or  l)rowii  1)read  baked 
U])on  a  1)oar«.l  or  s])i<ler  tilted  \\]>  before  the  lire,  was  also  in  connnon  use. 
To  cook  a  s]>aic-ri]),  duek  or  tuik<,\'  t]ie\-  were  suspended  b\-  a  tow  string 
before  the  open  !'irr-p;acH\  with  an  iion  N'eSsel  underneath  to  eateh  the  drip- 
I)ings  from  wliieh  the  cook  would  bathe  or  baste  the  parts  with  a  ladle  or 
S])oon,  gix'ing  her  charge  at  the  same  time  a  whirl  that  all  portions  might 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  blazing  fire.  Plain  roast  potatoes  and  salt  was 
often  an  aceejUable  and  even  a  ])]easing  meal  for  the  entire  family.  The  open 
fire-place  introduced  the  use  of  andirons  on  which  rested  the  finer  portion  of 
the  wood  in  front  of  the  back  log  in  building  the  fire.  Tiie  hearth  made  of 
smooth  flag-stones  three  or  four  feet  in  width  was  always  a  necessary  portion' 
of  the  stone  chimney.  About  1830  the  tin  oven  superseded  the  bake  kettle. 
This  consisted  of  a  tin  frame  about  two  feet  long  and  one  foot  wide,  with  a 
short  iron  pan  with  a  cover  of  bright  tin,  standing  at  an  angle  of  forty-five 
degrees  when  open  before  the  blazing  fire,  and,  when  new,  performed  the 
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work  of  bakin<;  to  perfeclioii.  This  oven  was  not  popular  with  the  family 
as  it  encumbered  the  hearth  and  obstructed  the  cheering;;  effect  of  the  fireside. 
Tlie  windows  of  the  Uv^  liouse  were  usually  made  of  single  sash  of  six  or 
nine  lif^hts  of  7x9  glass.  The  hinges  and  latches  of  the  doors  were  of  wood. 
The  door  opened  from  the  outside  by  a  string  passing  through  a  gimlet  hole 
and  attached  to  the  latch  on  the  inside.  A  person  not  of  the  household  wish- 
ing to  enter  would  rap  with  his  knuckles  on  the  door  when  he  would  hear 
from  within  the  universal  custom  of  the  day — "  Come  in."  He  would  j)ull 
at  the  latch-string  and  enter.  The  dining  rooui,  sitting  room  and  parlor 
were  all  in  one.  If  tiie  family  were  partaking  of  a  meal  the  stranger  was 
always  made  welcome  to  a  place  at  the  table. 

Nearly  all  the  clothing  and  linen  of  the  family  were  manufactured  at 
home.  P^very  farm  would  contain  from  a  fourth  to  a  half  an  acre  of  flax 
from  which  was  made  the  summer  clothing.  P^'lax-seed  would  bring  in  trade 
about  $1  per  bushel,  hence  it  was  always  premittcd  to  ripen  before  harvesting. 
It  was  then  pulled  up  and  bound  in  bundles  so  small  they  could  be  encircled 
by  the  thumbs  and  fingers  of  both  hands.  When  dry  it  was  taken  to  the 
barn  and  the  seed  whipped  out  by  taking  the  bundle  in  the  hands  near  the 
roots  and  striking  the  heads  on  an  iron  kettle  turned  bottom-side  upwards. 
The  next  step  was  to  convey  the  straw  to  a  clean  piece  of  meadow  land  where 
the  grass  had  been  harvested  and  spread  it  in  thin  swaths  for  rotting,  which 
required  about  four  weeks.  It  was  then  raked,  bound  into  bundles  and 
reconveyed  to  the  barn.  In  the  early  winter  it  was  the  business  of  the 
farmer  to  prepare  the  flax  for  the  s])inning-wheel  operated  by  the  women. 
To  do  this  lie  made  use  of  a  simple  machine  called  a  brake,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  hetchel  and  swingle,  producing  a  soft  and  pliable  mass  twisted 
into  a  head  of  flax,  ready  to  be  spun  and  woven.  In  nearly  all  the  log  cabins 
of  50  years  ago  the  big  and  little  wheels  were  in  active  operation  by  the 
mother  and  girls.  The  mother  would  be  seated  at  the  little  wheel,  distaff  in 
hand,  one  foot  upon  the  treadle,  the  other  jogging  the  cradle  containing  a 
little  rose-bud  of  humanity,  at  the  same  time  singing  a  low  sootliiiig  lullaby 
more  charming  than  the  music  of  the  spheres.  One  of  thjp  girls  would  be 
seated  beside  a  basket  of  tow,  carding  into  bolts  one  ft^ot  long  and  two  inches 
wide  with  a  pair  of  hand  cards,  while  the  sister  would  1  e  moving  backward 
and  forward  with  nimble  step  beside  the  big  wheel  full  twelve  feet  in  cir- 
cumference, and  spinning  these  bolts  into  \ani.  30  knots  was  a  day\s  work 
of  flax  or  tow.  Each  knot  contained  40  threads  six  feet  two  inches  long,  or 
about  250  feet.  The  wheel  in  common  use  was  the  ''kniddy-kiioddy,"  con- 
sisting of  a  single  stamlard  with  two  transverse  heads  made  of  sufllcient  size 
to  give  the  desired  length  to  the  thread.  It  was  quite  a  knack  to  operate 
one  of  these  and  give  it  the  proper  flop  and  swing,  it  being  held  in  the  left 
hand,  but  it  was  quickly  made  and  occupied  much  less  room  than  the  long- 
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armed  fourheaded  clock  reel.  During  the  winter  and  early  spring  the  women 
manufactured  sufficient  tow  and  linen  cloth  for  the  summer  clothing  of  the 
family  and  to  replenish  the  bedding.  The  male  portion  were  obliged  to  be 
satisfied  with  cloth  made  of  linen  warp  and  tow  filling.  This  cloth  was  full 
of  shives  and  for  the  first  few  weeks  was  extremely  aggravating,  especially 
the  shirts,  rasping  and  scratching  the  body  as  if  with  a  thousand  needles. 
The  mother  and  girls  claimed  the  clear  linen,  and  for  dresses  they  would 
make  a  piece  checked  or  striped  with  copperas,  and  when  starched  or  ironed 
who  will  say  the  girls  were  not  as  attractive  and  winsome  as  those  of  the 
present  day  ?  Besides  the  universal  sun-bonnet,  the  ladies  wore  for  many 
years  the  calash,  made  b\-  cov«:ring  willow  hoops  with  gingham  or  some 
fancy  chintz.  These  l)onnets  would  open  and  shut  like  a  buggy  cover, 
allowing  the  wearer  to  show  to  advantage  her  bewitching  smiles  and  (lowing 
ringlets.  vShe  usually  contrived  to  own  a  pair  of  French  morocco  shoes,  only 
worn  on  special  occasions  and  ex])ected  to  last  for  several  years.  During  six 
months  of  the  year  she,  as  well  as  the  men  and  boys,  went  about  at  home 
v.'ith  bare  feet.  Straw  hats  for  the  men  and  boys  were  braided  and  sewed  at 
home,  and  for  winter  the  boys  wore  fulled  cloth  caps,  with  alternate  strips  of 
black  and  grey  or  blue,  brought  to  a  point  at  the  top,  usually  tipped  with  a 
red  tassel.  Pocket  handkerchiefs  were  also  manufactured  at  home,  several 
women  clubbing  together  for  a  piece  of  their  finest  linen  with  checks  of  cop- 
peras and  blue  and  borders  of  fantastic  design.  If  there  was  any  lack  in 
delicacy  and  beauty,  strength  and  durability  still  remained,  and  constant  use 
was  sure  to  improve  the  quality. 

Weaving  was  alwa\  s  performed  by  women,  one  or  more  skilled  in  the 
work  being  found  in  every  neighborhood.  The  price  for  weaving  })lain  tow, 
linen  or  tlannel  clotli,  was  al)()Ut  six  cents  a  yard,  and  from  six  to  ten  yards 
was  a  good  da\  \s  work,  the  (piills  being  wound  by  the  aid  of  the  swifts  and 
(piill  wheel  by  one  of  the  children.  We  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  winding 
the  (piills  for  a  strong  healtliy  W()man  who  wove  tweiit)'  \'ards  of  llannel  in 
one  da\-,  but  such  cases  were  excei)tional,  and  were  only  possible  where  there 
was  great  strength  and  acti\'it\',  and  little  breaking  in  the  warp  and  filling. 
These  tow  and  linen  cloths  1)eing  manufactured  into  pants,  shirts  and  frocks 
for  the  men  and  boys,  and  dresses  for  the  women  and  girls,  sheets,  pillow 
cases  and  towels  for  all,  they  were  soon  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  llan- 
nel for  winter  garments.  Every  farmer  owned  a  Hock  of  sheep  and  they 
were  carefully  yarded  nightly  to  protect  them  from  the  wolves  until  the 
great  wolf  huiit.s  of  1824  and  1826  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  county 
concentrated  its  able-bodied  men,  equipped  in  the  habiliments  of  war,  in  the 
Cassadaga  swamp  in  Stockton,  resulting  in  the  extermination  of  this  scourge. 
The  wool  taken  from  the  sheep  was  hurried  off  to  the  carding  machine  where 
it  was  made  iutt)  rolls.     vSoon  the  girls  are  all  busy  again  at  tlie  spinning 
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wheel.  A  day's  work  was  30  knots  of  wrap  or  40  knots  of  fillini;.  vSonie  of 
the  most  active  would  spin  twice  this  amount.  ''  A  piece  of  llanncl  sulTicicnt 
for  the  outer  clothin*;  of  the  male  ])ortion  of  the  family  was  sent  to  the  full- 
in;^  mill  to  l>e  dressed  and  returned  for  winter  wear,  the  remainder  bcino;- 
made  into  skirts  and  sheets.  Vov  the  women  a  piece  of  fancy  check  of  black 
and  red  was  also  wove  and  sent  to  the  mill  to  be  pressed,  and  when  made  into 
clothin*^  was  tidy,  tasty  ond  comfortable.  The  main  part  of  this  was  of  home- 
made manufacture,  but  most  of  the  youn,:^  women  could  boast  of  one  c;dico 
dress  the  most  popular  st)  les  beinj^  fii^ures  of  blue.  These  were  seldom  worn 
except  on  extra  occasions,  Independence  or  New  Years'  l)alls  and  were 
expected  to  last  for  years.  This  fruj^ality  will  not  aj^pear  surprising-  when 
we  learn  that  a  youn.i;  lady  could  obtain  only  five  shillinjj;;s  a  week  at  the 
spinnin<^  wheel,  and  that  this  sum  would  scarcely  purchase  a  yard  of  calico. 
During  the  period  of  the  lo<^  cabin  feather  beds  were  considered  indispensable. 
The  rough  boarding  of  the  gables  would  warp,  and  it  was  no  unfrequent 
occurrence  to  find  the  snow  several  inches  deep,  covering  the  floor  and  bed- 
ding of  the  chambers,  a  condition  demanding  extra  bed  clothing.  Hence 
every  well  ordered  family  kept  a  flock  of  geese,  and  every  young  lady  on  her 
marriage  expected  one  or  two  feather  beds,  besides  the  linen  and  flannel 
which  she  had  laid  aside  for  that  most  important  occasion  of  her  life.  (»eese 
feathers  were  also  a  medium  of  exchange  at  the  stores  and  with  the  wagon 
j)eddlers,  but  the  e([uivalent  value  was  always  claimed  by  the  women  of  the 
household.  At  an  early  day  Perez  Dewey,  for  many  \  ears  a  successful  mer- 
chant at  Sinclairville,  made  his  annual  circuit  of  the  county  with  his  great 
bay  horse  and  covered  wagon  filled  with  Yankee  notions,  which  he  sold 
largely  to  the  women  in  exchange  for  geese  feathers,  receiving  a  ])ound  for  a 
yard  of  calico.  In  order  to  obtain  enough  for  a  dress  it  was  necess  iry  for 
the  young  ladies  to  run  in  debt  for  one  year's  crop,  which  was  always  granted 
by  this  kindhearted  old  bachelor.  It  so^  happened  that  one  year  he  failed  to 
make  his  accustomed  visit,  and,  as  nothing  could  be  heard  of  him,  his  cus- 
tomers began  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  escape  of  payment.  Put 
soon  the  old  familiar  brown-top  covered  wagon  hove  in  sight,  causing  no 
little  flutter  among  his  patrons,  as  well  as  a  great  hubbub  and  racket  among 
the  geese. 

The  furniture  was  always  plain,  consisting  of  square-legged  bedsteads 
v/ith  rope  or  bark  cordage,  and  an  awning  overhead,  called  a  tester,'' 
around  which  was  a  drooping  fringe  of  net  work  tipped  with  tasty  little  tas- 
sels. vSometimes  near  the  window  would  be  seen  a  chest  of  drawers,  and 
near  it  a  square-legged  stand  over  which  was  the  looking  glass  wit.h  orna- 
mental frame  of  jigger  work  ])rought  by  the  mother  from  her  eastern  home. 

•40  threads,  each  fi  feet  2  inches  in  length  the  circumference  of  the  reel)  make  a  knot,  10  knots  a  sk<  iji, 
and  2  skeins  a  run.  It  is  stated  in  the  (Jeusor  of  Jiily  9,  1S20,  that  four  married  women  of  Tortland,  in  one  flay, 
spun  anil  reeled  20  runs  of  woolen  yarii,  and  each  took  care  of  an  inivuxt.—Edson. 
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Near  by  stood  tlie  unvarnished  cherry  or  pine  cross-legged  table  and  in  the 
spare  nooks  and  corners,  when  not  in  use,  a  number  of  splint-bottom  chairs. 
On  shelves  a<;;ainst  the  wall,  or  in  the  tall  cupboard,  are  displayed  rows  of 
bright  pewter  j)lutes  standing  edgewise,  headed  by  the  great  pewter  platter, 
always  in  use  at  boiled  diiniers  "  piled  with  cabbage,  turnips,  beets,  potatoes 
and  other  vegeta1)k\s,  and  near  its  side  lies  the  bag  of  pudding  stuffed  with 
some  kind  of  wild  berries,  a  tempting  slice  of  which  is  given  to  each  one  at 
the  table,  covered  with  sweetened  cream.  During  the  war  of  1812  and  the 
consequent  suppression  of  trade,  wooden  plates,  or  trenchers,  and  even  tea 
cups  and  saucers  made  of  the  same  material  were  common.  This  ware  was 
manufaclurt'd  quite  extensively  by  Allen  Mauley  of  Ellery,  and  sold  in 
exchauge  for  ma]>le  sugar  and  other  truck.  On  the  beech  and  maple  lands 
every  farmer  expected  to  make  their  sugar  or  somehow  get  along  without  it. 
Coarse  brown  earthenware,  such  as  jars,  crocks,  mugs  and  milk  pans,  were 
manufactured  Ijy  Whittcuiore  <S:  Fenton  of  Fluvanna  and  Caleb  Matthews  of 
Gerry,  finding  a  ready  market  among  the  iniiabitants.  Ox  teams  and  "  wooden 
shod  sleds  were  the  jn  incipal  means  of  con\-eyance  in  taking  black  salts 
and  other  ]>roducc  to  market,  as  well  as  in  making  social  visits.  It  was  no 
violation  of  the  rules  of  etiquette  for  \-oung  men  to  club  together  and  convey 
their  girls  to  and  from  the  })laces  of  merriment  in  this  manner  during  the 
winter  months,  :ill  snugh'  wraj)ped  in  quilts  and  blankets,  seated  on  a  good 
supply  of  straw.  As  horses  became  UK^'e  plenty,  riding  double  was  tlie 
l)raetice,  the  kuly  mcnnited  1)ehin(l  her  partner  with  her  lo\'ing  arm  around 
his  waist.  Then  no  carpets  were  seen  upon  the  floors  ;  but  as  long  as  this 
was  the  general  rule  contentment  reigned,  and  merriment  and  cheerful  song 
Were  the  heritage  of  the  household.  Spinning  bees  were  common,  especially 
when  one  of  the  neighboring  women,  b\-  sickness  or  want  of  help,  chanced 
to  fall  bt  hind  in  preparing  her  web  of  tow  and  linen  cloth  for  summer  use. 
Some  one  ot  the-  faniil\'  with  a  team  loadeil  with  llax  and  tow  would  visit 
ever\'  liouse  within  two  or  three  miles,  lea\-ing  enough  for  a  day's  work  at 
each  })laee,  at  the  same  time  giv  ing  an  in\'itation  to  supper  at  home  a  few 
da\'s  in  ad\  ance.  •  Xo  one  was  e\  er  known  to  refuse  her  share  of  the  work, 
and,  at  the  appointed  time,  c-ach,  with  her  skeins  of  yarn  under  her  arm,  the 
roses  of  health  on  her  cheeks  and  a  throb  of  jo\-  in  her  heiirt,  would  enter 
this  neighbor's  hou>e  wiiere  she  was  sure  to  be  received  with  tokens  of 
friendship  and  love.  Hunting  for  deer  was  not  the  general  praclice  dur  ng 
the  sunnner  months,  or  while  the  leaves  were  on  the  trees,  and  the  suppl\' 
of  fresh  meats  was  principally  drawn  from  the  sheep  fold.  Whenever  a  sheep 
or  lamb  was  slaughtered  the  neighbors  were  alwa>s  remembered,  and  a  por- 
tion sent  to  each,  even  when  a  return  of  the  compliment  was  known  to  be 
inq)ossible. 

Religit)ns  societies  were  few  and  far  between,  but  whenever  a  .  wandering 
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missionary  made  his  appearance  and  left  an  appointment  to  preach  at  the  \o<r 
school  honse  or  private  dwelling;  everybody  wonld  tnrn  ont  to  hear  him. 
The  general  practice  on  Snnday  was  to  call,  witli  words  of  welcome  and  <j^ood 
cheer,  on  some  new  neighbor,  who  had  located  in  the  woods,  if  only  a  few 
miles  away.  The  road  to  one  of  these  primitive  homes  was  made  by  cntting 
out  the  underbrush  and  fallen  timber  sufficiently  wide  for  the  passage  of  ox 
teams  and  sleds,  passing  over  roots  and  cradle  knolls  and  winding  around 
trees.  Let  us  visit  one  of  these  new  homes  in  June.  The  Creator,  from  his 
store-house,  has  clothed  the  woodland  in  lovely  green  of  various  tints  and 
with  bright  flowers.  Soon  we  come  to  an  opening  in  the  woods  embracing 
a  few  acres.  Up  to  the  very  door  of  the  log  cabin  is  seen  the  vigorous 
young  corn  and  potatoes,  and  whatever  else  may  have  been  committed  to  the 
•  virgin  soil,  all  cheering  and  hopeful  to  the  husbandman.  Dwelling,  field, 
fences,  plants,  all  are  new,  lending  a  charm  only  experienced  on  the  frontier. 

Having  prepared  a  shelter  for  the  family  the  next  thing  in  order  for  the 
settler  was  to  add  a  few  acres  each  }'ear  to  his  improvements.  Much  of  the 
chopping  and  clearing  would  be  done  during  the  winter  months.  Many 
were  compelled  to  do  so  in  order  that  the  cattle  might  subsist  upon  the 
browse.  In  the  spring  the  timber  would  be  burned  and  the  ground  planted 
to  corn  and  potatoes.  Necessity  would  often  compel  children  of  tender  age 
to  pick  up  the  bits  of  brush  and  light  chunks  of  rotten  wood  that  would 
im])ede  cultivation.  After  the  timber  had  been  removed,  before  planting 
the  cro]),  it  was  custonuiry  to  ])ass  over  the  ground  with  a  nine  t(^()th  drag. 
This  was  made  of  strong  timber,  often  from  the  crotch  of  a  tree,  and  the 
teeth  from  bars  of  iron  one-inch-and-a-half  square.  This  business  was  tr)'ing 
on  the  team  as  the  drag  would  go  hopi)ing  and  jum})ing  over  the  roots. 
One  of  our  neighbors  had  a  sprightly  little  boy  known  as  Jimmy.  When 
he  was  but  five  years  of  age  he  drove  his  father's  ox  team  to  drag  a  field  of 
several  acres  of  new  land.  He  was  prepared  with  a  handspike  of  suitable 
size  so  that  whenever  the  drag  caught  among  the  roots  he  could  lift  it  out' 
and  relieve  the  team.  It  was  amusing  to  see  the  great  honest  oxen  with  their 
mild  eyes  watch  and  obey  the  words  and  signals  of  this  little  boy.  A  few 
years  later  this  little  fellow  was  taught  to  yoke  the  oxen  in  this  numner: 
The  yoke  would  be  left  on  the  top  of  a  stump  and  near  it  was  placed  a  block 
of  wood  about  eighteen  inches  thick.  Jimmy  would  draw  out  the  bows  of 
the  yoke,  drive  up  the  ofi^ox,  draw  the  yoke  along  while  he  stood  u}>on  the 
block,  holding  uj)  the  end  while  it  rested  on  a  prop.  The  ox  would  care- 
fully take  his  place,  and  stand  for  the  bow  to  be  adjusted,  then,  getting  upon 
the  stump,  he  would  lift  the  other  end  and  say  to  the  other  ox  Come  under." 
These  brutes  seemed  to  admire  their  little  master  and  would  cheerfully  obey 
his  commands.  Boys  from  seven  to  ten  years  of  age  were  required  to  go  to 
mill,  often  six  to  eight  miles  distant.    The  father  would  fill  the  bag  about 
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two-thirds  full,  divide  it  in  the  middle,  throw  it  over  the  saddle,  strap  it  on 
with  the  stirrup-straps  and  mount  the  boy  on  top  of  the  ^^rist,  telling  him  to 
look  out  for  tlie  mnd-puddlcs  and  han<j;-  on  to  the  mane.  After  the  «;Tist  was 
<;round  the  miller  always  went  through  the  same  strapping  and  mounting 
process. 

Flour  was  seldom  kept  at  the  stores  and  a  sack  of  flour  could  not  be  bought ; 
if  for  sale,  few  had  the  money  to  make  the  purchase,  so  everybody  went  to 
mill.  In  times  of  drouth  the  Rapids,  Dexterville  or  Kennedyville,  were  the 
main  dependence  of  a  large  secl:ion  of  the  county.  At  such  times  a  wagon 
would  be  loaded  by  the  neighbors  with  a  few  bushels  for  each,  and  with  two 
or  three  boys  for  company  and  a  )'oke  of  oxen  for  a  team,  would  creep  away 
to  mill  at  the  rate  of  about  two  miles  an  hour,  never  returning  until  the  next 
day.  The  miller  would  usually  keep  us  over  night.  On  the  road  the  boys 
would  watch  for  the  vacancies  in  the  corn  field  where  would  be  found  the 
melon  jxitch,  always  free  for  all  to  help  themselves,  as  they  often  grew  by 
the  wagon  load  from  the  new  and  virgin  soil  and  no  market  but  home  con- 
sumption. 

Logging  bees''  weie  common  whenever  a  man  fell  behind  in  prej^aring 
his  chopping  fallow  for  the  spring  crop  or  winter  wheat  in  the  fall.  Then 
for  several  miles  away  the  neighbors  were  invited  with  their  ox  teams  to 
assemble  on  a  certain  day.  (J)ften  as  many  as  50  men  in  their  tow  frocks 
reaching  to  their  knees,  handspikes  in  hand,  would  assemble  at  the  lowest 
edge  of  the  field,  where  operations  were  always  begun,  the  logs  being  drawn 
and  rolled  into  heaps  on  a  down  grade  more  easily.  The  choi)ping  was  pre- 
pared in  courses  for  logging,  requiring  a  team  and  set  of  hands  to  each. 
When  the  men  got  to  work  there  was  always  a  strife  to  see  who  would  first 
reach  the  opposite  side  of  the  field,  and  the  encouraging  shouts  of  tlie  team- 
sters could  be  heard  for  miles.  The  oxen  seemed  to  partake  of  the  excite- 
ment, and  it  was  marvelous  to  see  the  great  logs  they  were  able  to  move. 

Having  accomplished  the  logging,  the  next  thing  was  to  try  the  acl;ivity 
and  strength  of  the  teams  by  turning  them  "  tail  to,"  with  several  feet  of 
slack  chain,  and  dropping  the  hooks  together  and  starting  at  the  word  ''\o-i?.^'' 
The  best  in  three  was  dechired  winner,  and  usually  fell  upon  the  team  the 
first  to  start.  This  finale  of  the  logging  bee  created  much  merriment.  The 
whiskey  jug  was  an  important  fiiclor  in  all  these  gatherings  to  give  strength 
and  activity  to  the  men,  and  in  no  case  must  the  supply  be  exhausted.  Few 
ever  became  intoxicated,  but  every  man  seemed  gay  and  joyous.  60  years 
ago  nearly  every  town  had  its  whiskey  distillery,  some  two  or  three.  E\'ery 
man  was  expected  to  keep  a  good  quantity  of  the  stufT  in  his  house,  and,  if 
a  neighbor  happened  to  drop  in,  the  bottle  was  always  presented,  and  he 
must  drink  before  leaving.  Indeed  whiskey  was  so  popular  it  was  thought 
a  gidUui  would  go  further  in  the  family  than  a  bushel  of  corn.    The  last 
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scene  in  a  lotrginrr  bee  was  a  ^ood  substantial  supper,  wlien  the  men  would 
disperse  to  their  homes,  liappy  in  the  thought  that  each  had  bestowed  his 
mi^ht  to  foster  <;ood  will  and  encoura<^e  his  neit^hbor  in  the  battle  of  life. 
These  were  days  of  ru*;ged  toil  in  the  school  of  science  to  develop  muscle 
and  brain  power  in  removini^  obstructions  in  tlie  pathway  of  cfvilization.  It 
there  was  a  lack  of  refinement  we  must  rememl^er  it  was  tlie  off'-^prini;-  of  the 
peculiar  surroundinj^  conditions. 

When  the  day  was  closed  tlie  men  would  si)end  the  evenin<;s  in  talking 
of  the  events  of  the  day,  and  relating  stories  and  anecdotes  of  tlieir  eastern 
homes  around  tlie  cheerful  open  fireplaces.  In  the  fall  would  always  be  seen 
long  rows  of  pumpkins,  cut  in  circular  strii)s  a  half  inch  in  thickness,  sus- 
pended on  poles  attached  to  beams  overhead  to  dry.  This  was  the  main 
dependence  for  pies  and  desert  for  the  family  until  the  aj)ple  tree  came  to 
bearing  and  added  a  welcome  variety  to  the  comforts  of  tlie  table. 

The  first  roads  were  made  b\'  cutting  out  the  fallen  timber,  underbrush  and 
staddles,  sufficiently  wide  for  the  passage  of  sleds  and  winding  around  the 
larger  trees.  The  wet  and  swampy  places  were  made  passable  l)y  corduroy 
or  log  bridges,  usually  called  cross-ways.  A  wagon  would  go  jumping  and 
bounding  over  tliese  logs,  trying  the  patience  of  a  Job,  and  the  women  would 
universally  prefer  to  walk.  Deep  and  almost  impassable  mud  holes  were 
frequent  along  the  main  highways,  and  during  half  the  year  teams  were 
often  ''stuck  in  the  mud.  The  long  lever  would  lift  them  out,  and,  long 
before  night,  the  men  would  find  themselves  besmeared  with  dirt  from  head 
to  foot.  Along  the  roads  in  the  newer  settlements  woodlands  j)revailcd,  and 
the  occasional  log  cabin  was  always  a  source  of  pleasure,  "  a  thing  of  beauty 
and  a  joy  forever"  to  the  weary  traveler.  Men  of  to-day  may  be  disposed  to 
condole  the  pioneer  as  they  read  of  tjie  hardships  he  endured,  but  the  old 
man  whoever  he  may  be  when  questioned  will  say  that  he  often  sighs  for  the 
return  of  those  days  of  simplicity  and  brotherly  kindness.  Then  there  was 
no  favored  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  so-called  rrfinemLUt  that  maiks  the 
])resent  day,  no  "  upper  tens,''  no  sharp  lines  to  sunder  the  great  heart  of 
humanitw  \'erv  few  felt  themselves  independent  of  their  neighbors,  ''  to 
breast  alone  the  tide  of  life,"  and  so,  cherishing  the  t)'pe  of  the  good  Samari- 
tan, they  proclaimed  good  will  to  the  world. 

The  lands  being  cleared  of  the  timber  they  were  enclosed  on  three  sides 
by  the  Virginia  zigzag  rail  fence,  first  placing  a  row  of  bottom  logs  along  the 
line  and  on  top  of  these  five  or  six  rails  to  each  length,  cl<:>sing  up  the  rear 
of  the  field  with  a  slash  or  tree  fence.  Tiiese  bottom  log  fences  would  begin 
to  reel  and  slide  about  in  five  or  six  years  by  the  nUting  away  of  the  founda- 
tion. The  same  was  noted  in  the  log  house  whose  tbundation  was  subject 
to  the  same  species  of  decay  and  soon  had  the  apj)earaiice  of  an  ill  used 
cocked-up  hat  and  a  cant  as  if  desirous  of  running  away.    Its  durability 
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would  hardly  exceed  20  years,  wlien  it  would  be  vacated  for  the  frame  house. 
The  old  one  would  reuiaiu  a  few  years  louo^er  as  a  reuiiuder  of  the  hard  but 
cheerful  days  of  tlieir  pioueer  lioiue  iu  the  woods  where  all  agree  were  passed 
the  uiost  cheeriuj^  aud  happy  days  of  their  life. 

The  j^raiu  harvest  was  doue  with  the  sickle  aud  the  hay  crop  cut  with  the 
haud  scythe  aud  <;athered  iuto  wiudrows  with  tlie  baud  rake.  Wheu  the 
graiu  was  uot  lodj^^ed  a  <;ood  liaud  would  cut,  biud  aud  put  iuto  shocks  oue 
acre  iu  a  da\'.  'iPwo  acres  was  a  da>''s  work  iu  cuttiu<(  j^rass  witli  tlie  scythe, 
for  wliich  the  laborer  would  receive  50  ceuts.  The  da\'  would  be<;iu  at  suu- 
rise  aud  often  contiu\ie  till  an  hour  or  two  after  suuset.  Wheu  several  were 
eu^^ai^L'd  iu  cutting  14 r;iss  ou  the  same  i)iece,  there  was  usiiall\'  a  strife  with 
the  leader  to  cut  the  corners  of  the  uieu  iu  the  rear.  Jesse  Walker  of  Gerry 
informed  the  writer  that  iu  July,  1S21,  he  took  his  sc>'the  ou  his  back,  aud 
weut  a  mile  U)  the  residence  of  Dexter  Uarnes  of  vStocktou,  cut  four  acres  of 
heavy  ^i^rass  and  with  his  dollar  iu  his  pocket  weut  whistling  home,  where  he 
arrived  before  nine  o'clock  in  the  e\'ening.  A  plentiful  supply  of  whiskey 
was  always  given  the  laljorer  with  his  rations.  In  those  da>'s  speculations 
iu  stocks  were  unknown  and  men  were  content  to  earn  their  bread  b\'  hon- 
est toil.  Occasional!)'  would  be  seen  the  log  barn,  but  the  frame  ones  were 
generally  adopted.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  my  fiither,  Jonathan 
Bugbee,  built  the  first  barn  iu  Stockton  in  June  1814.  The  sills  aud  plates 
were  16  inches  square,  the  beams  12x14,  the  ridge  pole  uuide  of  cherry  one 
foot  in  diameter,  the  braces  of  hard  wood  and  pinned  at  each  end,  aud  all 
else  of  the  same  massive  proportions.  The  plates  aud  outside  beams  pro- 
jected two  inches  with  an  inch  grove  to  admit  the  upper  ends  of  the  siding. 
Wrought  nails  were  oul\-  used  hammered  into  sha])e  by  blacksmiths  aud 
sold  at  Ma\  ville  for  75  cents  a  })ound  ready  cash,  or  four  i)()unds  of  nails  for 
100  })c>unds  of  l)lack  salts.  At  the  ''raising"  the  count)-  was  so  sparsely 
settled  men  were  invited  from  Mayville,  the  center  of  Charlotte,  and  along 
the  east  side  of  Chautaucpia  lake,  man)'  of  whom  were  nine  miles  distant. 
Kvery  man  invited  came  to  the  ''  raising,''  and  not  a  few  brought  their 
wives  on  tlieir  ox  sleds.  It  was  lucky  that  they  had  a  I'ull  moon,  as  it  was 
midnight  before  the  frame  was  completed.  Of  course  they  were  provided 
with  all  they  required  for  food  and  drink.  It  was  customary  ou  the  com- 
pletion of  a  raising  "  for  all  the  men  to  assend^le  iu  rows  upon  the  plates 
and  name  the  building,  then,  at  a  concerted  signal,  all  would  hurrah,  at  the 
close  of  which,  one  of  the  men  selected  for  the  purpose  would  hurl  a  junk 
bottle,  filled  with  v.  hiske)-,  as  far  as  possible  from  the  building  to  the  ground. 
There  the  acti\  it)'  of  the  men  was  ]uU  to  the  te.st  to  see  who  would  first  be 
able  to  arii\e  on  the  s})ot  aud  announce  its  condition.  l>eing  tightly  corked 
it  was  seldom  broken  unless  it  chanced  to  fall  U})ou  a  stone  or  other  hard 
substance.    As  a  specimen  of  the  naming  of  buildings,  we  give  that  of  this 
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barn,  all  others  being  nearly  the  same,  only  changing  a  few  words  as  the 
occasion  would  seem  to  require  : 

The  pride  of  the  builder  and  owner's  delight, 
l-ranied  in  ten  days  and  raised  at  niifhiij^lit. 

Tlie  boards  for  tliis  barn  were  drawn  on  an  ox  sled  from  Maj.  Samuel 
Sinclear's  mill  at  Sinclairville  in  June,  over  tlic  crossways  and  thn)ugh  tlie 
mud  holes  that  i)revailcd  during  the  greater  jiart  of  the  year.  My  fatlier 
used  to  relate  that,  wliile  drawing  the  boards  for  tliis  barn,  on  his  return  trip, 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  liome,  the  sled  struck  a  sapling,  as  the  oxen  shied  to 
avoid  a  niudliole  and  broke  the  yoke  in  the  middle.  He  knew  the  workmen 
would  soon  be  waiting  for  the  lum1:)er  and  some  wa}*  must  be  devised  to 
deliver  the  load  in  due  time.  His  only  tool  for  tlie  construction  of  another 
yoke  was  an  axe,  which  was  always  carried  with  a  team  on  the  road.  vSceing 
a  basswood  tree  the  right  size  near  at  hand,  he  cut  it  down,  took  out  a  sec- 
tion the  right  length,  chipped  out  two  notches  or  saddles  for  the  necks  of 
the  oxen,  when  the  very  serious  problem  arose  how  the  holes  were  to  be  made 
to  receive  the  bows  and  the  staple  and  ring.  After  a  moment's  reflection  he 
split  the  yoke  in  two  in  the  middle,  cut  notches  of  the  proper  size,  put  the 
staple  on  the  rear  half,  tied  the  sections  together  with  tliree  substantial 
withes  made  of  river  beech,  put  the  new  yoke  upon  the  oxen,  the  bows 
through  tlie  notches,  hitched  to  his  load  and  drew  it  home  and  was  only  an 
hour  late.  This  incident  must  not  be  taken  as  showing  any  peculiar  tact  or 
trait  of  this  man,  but  as  illustrating  the  indomitable  perseverance  of  the 
Chautauqua  pioneer.  This  barn  is  30x44  feet,  and  is  still  standing  in  good 
preservation,  having  received  its  third  coat  of  shingles.  The  first  roof  was 
of  shaved  pine  shingles,  and  failed  in  30  years,  being  blown  off  in  many 
places.  This  will  not  be  surprising  when  it  is  known  that  many  of  the 
shingles  were  fastened  with  a  gimlet  and  pine  pegs.  We  have  been  thus 
minute  in  the  description  of  this  barn  that  it  may  be  taken  as  a  sample  of 
others  to  be  found  all  over  the  county." 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 
1826-1827-1828. 

W K  H  A\^E  now  brouo^lit  tliis  liistory  to  the  close  of  the  pioneer  period. 
iVs  tlie  existing  records  of  events  transpiring  before  tiiis  time  are 
scanty,  and  in  danj^cr  of  being  lost,  we  have  devoted  more  atten- 
tion to  their  detailed  preservation  than  we  otlierwise  wonld  have  done.  In 
the  well-kept  records  of  pnblic  offices,  and  in  t)\e  files  of  newspapers,  which 
have  greatl)'  multiplied  since  then,  are  preserved  full  accounts  of  more  recent 
events.  We  sliall  therefore  de\'ote  less  space  to  detailed  accounts  of  occur- 
rences of  later  years. 

liy  the  state  census  of  1825  the  population  of  the  15  towns  of  the  county 
was  20,639,  an  increase  of  5,371,  or  more  than  33  per  cent,  in  five  years. 
Tlie  rapid  increase  of  population,  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  other 
evidences  of  coming  prosperity,  elated  the  people.  They  celebrated  the 
Fourtli  of  July  at  ]\Iayville  with  much  entluisiasni.  The  day  was  ushered  in 
by  a  salute  from  a  six-pounder  which  was  captured  by  Perry  in  the  battle  of 
Lake  Ivrie,  and  the  oration  was  delivered  by  David  Mann. 

John  Ouinc)'  Adams,  Republican,  was  ch(j>en  president.  The  defeated 
candidates  were  also  Re])ublic:ins.  During  his  administration  we  may  see  the 
beginning  of  the  ])r(jcess  thai  e\  entuall>-  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  two 
great  }>a!lies,  W'nig  and  Democrat,  which  for  many  years  contended  for 
su]>remae\-  ami  controlled  the  j'tolitics  of  the  county.  During  Adams'  admin- 
istration his  supporter^  were  designated  as  the  Adams  or  Administration  party. 
The  friends  ul  Jaek>oii,  Crawford  and  Calhoun,  defeated  candidates,  who  had 
now  united  in  o])p«.)>ition  to  the  Adams  or  Administration  part)',  were  known 
as  the  ( )p])osition  or  Jackson  party.  In  New  York  DeWitt  Clinton,  the 
most  di.slinguished  member  of  the  People's  party,  had  from  the  beginning 
strongly  favored  the  election  of  Jackson.  VanP)Uren,  the  leader  of  the 
Regene\-  ])art\-  in  this  state,  and  also  a  leading  member  of  the  Crawford 
party  in  the  nation,  had  decided  to  su}")port  General  Jackson  for  the  next 
])residenc\'.  A  disposition  aj^peared  among  many  of  the  leaders  of  these  two 
]xirti(.s  in  the  state  to  unite  in  opposition  to  Adams,  ])Ut  it  was  not  stn)ng 
enoui^h  to  pre\-ent  the  nomination  of  o])posing  candidates  U)  be  su])i)orted  at 
the  fall  election.  Tlie  Peo])le's  part\-  nominated  DeWitt  Clinton  for  gover- 
nor, and  Henry  Huntington  for  lieutenant-governor.    The  Regency  party 
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nominated  Judj^e  William  B.  Rochester  for  governor,  notwithstanding  he  was 
a  supporter  and  friend  of  ]\Ir.  Adams,  and  Gen.  Nathaniel  Pitcher  favored 
the  candidacy  of  Jackson.  Clinton  was  again  elected  governor  by  a  majority 
of  3,650.  His  majority  in  Chautanqna  county  was  227.  The  town  of  CJiau- 
tautjua  gave  Clinton  137  votes  and  Rochester  12S;  /'/;w/;vV  Clinton  360, 
Rochester  -'47;  Jillicott  Clinton  126,  Rochester  106;  (icrry  Clinton  147, 
Rochester  76;  ///'7//c;rv7' Clinton  158,  Rochester  261  ;  Piivtlaud  Clinton  1S5, 
Rochester  112;  Ripley  Clinton  118,  Rochester  141;  Ilarniouy  Clinton  79, 
Rochester  80 ;  Clyincr  QX\\\\o\\  21,  Rochester  56;  Elloy  Clinton  66,  Roch- 
ester 140  ;  Stockton  Clinton  66,  Rochester  68  ;  Mllcuora  Clinton  49,  Roch- 
ester 82  ;  ////-.v// Clinton  112,  Rochester  45  ;  Miiia  Clinton  50,  Rochester  75  ; 
Carroll  Clinton  87,  Rochester  47  ;  Ellington  Clinton  78,  Rochester  48. 

Daniel  G.  Garnsey  was  re-elected  to  Congress  by  a  small  mojority  over 
Albert  H.  Tracy,  after  a  bitter  contest  chiefly  on  })ersonal  grounds.  In  April, 
1826,  a  law  was  passed  reorganizing  the  senate  districts  upon  tlie  basis  of  the 
census  of  1825,  and  apportioning  the  members  of  assembly,  by  which 
apportionment  the  county  became  entitled  to  two  members.  At  this  election 
Klial  T.  I'oote,  the  candidate  of  the  Regency  l)arty,  and  vSamuel  A.  Ihown  of 
the  People's  party,  Ijotli  of  Jamestown,  were  elected  to  the  assembh'  over 
Nathan  Mixer  of  the  Regency,  and  Pliilo  ( )rton  of  the  People's  part\-. 

In  1S27  the  town  of  Sheridan  was  formed  from  IIano\-er.  At  the  first 
town  meeting,  held  at  the  house  of  William  CTriswold,  May  8,  Lyscom  iMixer 
was  elected  the  first  supervisor.  The  village  of  Jamestown  was  also  incorpo- 
rated. Its  population  in  January  of  this  year  was  but  393.  This  was  the 
first  village  in  the  county  on  which  corporate  powers  were  conferred. 

In  1827,  the  Cassadaga  Steam-Mill  Comj^any ''  was  incorporated  with  a 
capital  of  $10,000.  A  few  years  before  a  dam  had  been  constructed  across 
the  outlet  of  the  Cassadaga  lake  which  raised  the  waters  of  the  lake  about  four 
feet  above  the  natural  level.  A  gristmill  and  sawmill  was  creeled  near  this 
point.  Sickness  caused  by  the  raising  of  the  dam  com])elled  its  removal. 
In  order  to  save  the  use  of  the  mills  the  projecl  of  ])ropelling  them  by  steam 
was  formed,  and  this  com])any  incor])orated  ;  the  pn^jeel  was  finally  aban- 
doned. About  this  time  people  in  Fredonia  obtained  the  right  from  the 
owner  of  the  land  to  dig  a  ditch  from  the  north  end  of  the  upper  Cassadaga 
lake  to  a  small  branch  of  the  Canadaway,  tosup])]y  the  failing  waters  of  that 
stream.  A  ditch  some  60  rods  long,  and  in  no  ])lact'  o\'er  six  feet  dee]),  was 
dug,  and  the  lake  began  to  discharge  its  waters  into  this  tributary  of  Lake 
Krie.  Parties  residing  in  the  vicinity  soon  filled  the  ditch,  which  the  h*re- 
donia  peo])le  reopened.  The  law  was  finally  invoked,  and  the  ditch-diggers 
were  restrained  from  diverting  the  waters  of  the  lake. 

In  1827  also  ''The  Cassadaga  Navigation  Company"  was  formed  and 
incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $20,000  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Cas- 
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sadao^a  from  its  source  to  its  juii<flioii  with  the  Conewango,  and  also  to 
improve  the  iiavi<^ation  of  the  Conewango  to  the  state  line.  IMerchandise 
shipped  from  the  east  for  Jamestown  and  Warren  had  then  to  be  transported 
over  the  liills  from  Dunkirk  through  vSinclairville.  Walter  Smith,  one  of 
the  most  efficient  and  enterprising^  citizens  of  the  county,  conceived  the  plan 
of  openin<^^  the  Cassada«;a  and  Cunewanj^o  to  keelboats.  He  was  seconded 
hy  leadinj^  citizens  of  Fredonia.  Some  money  was  expended  in  the  proiecl:. 
^len  were  hired  lo  clear  out  the  alders,  lo<:^s  and  other  obstruclions  to  the 
navi^^ation  of  these  streams.  People  alouL^  the  u])per  Cassadaj^a  also  contrib- 
uted ihcir  labor.  A  kcelboat  about  25  feet  loni;  was  constructed.  It  came 
up  tlic  ConewaniL^o  and  Cassada<;a  from  Warren  to  Cassada<^^a  lake  loaded 
with  salt.  It  returned  to  Warren  with  a  lij^ht  car^^^o,  and  aj^ain  ascended 
the  Conewango  and  Cassada<;a,  leavin^^^  part  of  its  load  at  Barras\  about  three 
miles  from  Siuclairville.  The  Cassadai^a  was  so  small  when  the  obstructions 
were  remo\ed  (as  it  dwindled  from  full  banks  to  an  insi<.;nificant  stream,) 
and  its  bends  were  so  short,  that  navi<^ation  was  found  imj>racl:i cable.  The 
projecl;  was  abandoned  and  the  keelboat  fouiul  its  way  down  the  Allegany 
river. 

$4,00(3  ha\'in|L;"  been  appropriated  1)\'  Con|L;ress  for  the  l)uildinL(  of  a  li<;ht- 
house  at  Dmikirk,  work  was  commenced  upon  it  in  1827.  'i^his  was  the 
first  expenditure  made  in  Chautauqua  county  for  improving-  the  navigation 
of  Lake  Erie.  At  that  time  the  well-known  steam  boat  Pioneer,''  Captain 
IMiles,  was  carrying  passengers,  and  makin.g  regular  daily  trips  between 
Buffalo  and  Dunkirk.  wShe  would  leave  Buffalo  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
and  arrive  at  Dunkirk  the  next  morning  at  8  o'clock.  Returning,  it  would 
leave  Dunkirk  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  arri\-e  at  Buffalo  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
A  line  of  stages  between  Dunkirk  and  Ivrie,  by  Fredonia  and  Westfield,  con- 
nected with  tile  "  Pioneer.''  At  Erie  this  line  connected  with  a  line  of  stages 
for  IMttsburgli,  aiul  with  another  for  Cleveland.  By  these  routes  jxasseiigers 
froiu  Buffalo  could  reach  Cleveland  in  two  daws,  and  Pittsburg  in  three. 

A  new  and  exciting  element  was  introduced  into  the  political  contest  of 
1827.  Freeuuisonry  was  an  institutiou  originating  with  the  architects  and 
builders  of  an  ancient  period,  and  finally  came  to  be  supported  by  people  of 
other  vocations,  and  in  high  ranks.  It  had  existed  in  some  form  in  Fhirope 
since  the  Crusades.  Masonic  societies  existed  in  most  civilized  nations,  and 
were  even  found  among  ]>eople  that  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  civilized.  In 
1730  it  reached  America,  where  many  lodges  of  Masons  were  established, 
and  many  distinguished  people  became  members.  Among  them  were  Wash- 
ington, I'rauklin  (first  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania), 
and  (/leneral  Warren,  who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  who  was  at  the  time  grand 
master  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  DeWitt  Clinton,  governor  of 
this  state,  held  the  higliest  office  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States. 
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In  New  York  many  pnblic  officers  and  prominent  men  of  all  parlies  as  well 
as  other  people  were  masons.  ^lany  citizens  of  all  classes  in  Chautanqna 
connty  belon<4^ed  to  the  order,  and  several  masonic  lod<;es  had  been  institnted 
in  the  cotmty. 

Forest  Lodi^e,  at  Predonia,  was  ori^anized  as  early  as  1S16,  and  was  the 
first  one  established  in  the  connty.  Monnt  ]\Ioriah  Lod<;e  Xo.  297,  at  James- 
town, was  the  second  lod;;c  organized,  Ilenian  Ihish  was  named  as  its  first 
master  in  the  charter,  and  Solomon  Jones  as  senior,  and  Theron  Plnmb  as 
jnnior  wardens.  The  officers  were  probably  installed  October  16,  181 7. 
Snmmit  Lodge  at  Mayville  was  or<;anized  in  181 8.  Hanover  Lod<j^e  was 
installed  at  P'orestville,  Febrnary  5,  1824.  Luther  Thwinjj;-  was  its  first  mas- 
ter, and  Ezra  Puffer  and  vSeth  vSnow  were  its  first  senior  and  junior  wardens. 
Sylvan  Lodi^e  No.  303,  at  Sinclairville,  it  is  ])clieved  was  ori^anized  the  same 
year.  Major  vSamuel  Sinclcar  was  the  first  master,  and  James  Schofield, 
grand-father  of  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  present  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  was  a  succeeding  master.  United  Brethren  Lodge, 
in  P>usti,  was  installed  at  the  house  of  Heman  P>ush  July  4,  1826.  Heman 
Bush  was  its  master.  Albion  Lodge  was  installed  August  14,  1826,  at 
Westfield,  by  PI  T.  P\)otc,  installing  officer,  with  this  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, Jonathan  Cass,  Aaron  Rumsey,  Carlet()n  Jones  and  Joshua  R.  liabcock, 
Plarmony  Lodge  was  installed  August  16,  1826,  at  Ashville  ;  committee  of 
arrangements,  Hiram  Alden,  Psaac  Fitch,  John  Stow. 

In  September,  1826,  William  Morgan,  a  Royal  Arch  mason,  and  a  printer 
by  trade,  residing  in  P)atavia,  who  had  threatened  to  publish  a  book  that 
■would  reveal  the  secrets  of  the  order,  was  abducted  from  his  home  and  was 
never  seen  afterwards.  He  wms  traced  to  Lewiston  and  Niagara,  but  no 
further.  The  citizens  of  Batavia  and  vicinity,  with  commendable  zeal  and 
spirit,  took  measures  to  hunt  out  the  perpetrators  of  this  outrage.  Governor 
Clinton  offered  a  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  offenders,  and  the  legislature 
appointed  a  con^mittee  to  investigate  the  matter  which  reported  that  Morgan 
was  murdered  ;  and  such  was  the  general  belief,  although  no  positive  evidence 
was  obtained  that  such  was  the  fact.  Two  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
abduction  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned,  one  for  two  years  and 
four  months,  and  the  other  for  one  year  and  three  monihs.  Intense  indigna- 
tion throughout  western  New  York  followed  the  perpetration  of  this  offence, 
which  was  believed  to  have  been  committed  by  persons  connecled  with  the 
masonic  fraternity.  ^Morgan's  book  of  masonry,  was  soon  pul^lished  under 
the  title  of  "Illustrations  of  ]\Lasonry."  A  fourth  edition  was  published  in 
Westfield  in  1827.  It  was  followed  by  others,  all  claiming  to  reveal  the 
secrets  of  the  order,  among  them,  ''Light  in  ]\Iasonry''  by  Rev.  David  Ber- 
nard, then  a  resident  of  Genesee,  and  afterwards  of  Chautauqua  county. 
Many  citizens  detennined  to  hold  the  whole  masonic  order  responsible  for 
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the  abduction  an<l  probable  murder  of  Morgan.  The  masonic  fraternity 
repelled  with  imli  nation  the  charge  so  implicating  them.  The  excitement 
increased  until  it  reached  the  highest  pitch  ever  witnessed  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  The  question  entered  into  the  religious  and  social  relations  of  life, 
and  soon  divided  churches  and  violently  afiected  the  politics  of  the  state, 
and  established  the  '^Vnti-Masonic  Party." 

In  October  of  this  \  ear  a  convention  of  Anti-Masons  was  held  at  May- 
ville,  of  which  Abiram  Orton  was  chairman,  and  Alvin  Plumb  secretary. 
Esquire  \\'hite,  vSilas  vSpencer  and  Alvin  Plumb  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  report  an  adilre.ss  against  secret  societies.  The  address,  ])ubiished  in  the 
Frcdoiiia  Kian'tlt\  was  \-er\'  a1)l\'  written.  Nathaniel  P'enton  and  Nathan 
iVIixer  were  nominated  b\'  this  coiu'eiition  as  candidates  for  members  of 
assembh'.  An  address  upon  the  other  side  of  the  question  was  published  in  the 
same  paper,  signed  by  Thomas  A.  Osborne,  John  Crane,  James  Mullett,  Jr., 
and  K.  L.  Tinker.  This  was  also  well-written,  evidently  b\'  the  able  pen  of 
Thomas  A.  ( )s1)orne. 

Tlie  Adams  ])arty  liad  no  candidate  for  the  assembly  in  the  field.  The 
Jackson  ]>art\-,  which  ma\- be  said  to  include  the  Bucktail  or  Regency  party, 
nominated  James  Mullett  and  Thomas  A.  Os])orne,  who  received  respectively 
1,232  and  1,101  votes.  PV*nton  received  2,192  votes,  and  Mixer  2,091  votes, 
and  they  were  elected.  The  Firdo)iia  Gazette  supported  the  Masonic  or 
Jack.son  ticket. 

The  year  1S2S  was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  political 
parties  in  the  county  and  state,  and  we  may  say  also  in  the  nation.  The 
Anti-Masons,  since  the  election  of  1S27,  had  greatly  increased  in  ntunbers. 
The)-  were  not  generally  favoral)le  to  General  Jackson  for  president,  because 
he  was  a  mason.  The>-  ])referred  Adams,  because  he  was  not.  They  drew 
most  of  tlieir  strength  from  the  Clintonian  or  People's  party,  notwithstand- 
ing I)e  Witt  Clinton,  the  great  leader  of  that  party,  was  strongly  in  favor  of 
the  cautlidac\-  of  (leu.  Jackson  for  the  presidency',  and  was  also  a  radical 
Democrat.  Tlie  ma^o'js,  on  tiie  other  hand,  generally  became  niem1)crs  of 
the  Jack.s(Mi  pai  L\",  w  hicli  was  com]>osed  principally  of  a  majorit\'  (tf  the  old 
and  regular  Pucklail  and  Regenc\'  parties.  The  Adams  party  was  left  few 
in  numbers,  composed  of  Clintouians,  and  of  many  masons  who  were  unwill- 
ing to  join  either  the  Jackson  or  .\nti-Masonic  party.  The  Anti-Masons 
nominated  Solomon  Soulliwick  for  go\-ernor.  The  Adams  party  nominated 
Judge  vSmith  Tho!n])-on,  and  the  Jackson,  or  Democratic  party,  nominated 
Martin  \'an  Ruren  Xox  go\  ernor,  and  Enos  T.  Throop  for  lieutenant  governor. 
The  Democratic  |»arty  nominated  Andrew  Jackson,  and  the  Adams  party 
John  Quincy  Adams  for  president.  Jackson  was  elected  president, Van  Puren 
governor,  and  Throop  lieutenant  governor.  In  Chautauqua  county  Adams 
received  2,893  votes,  and  Jackson  1,556  votes,  a  majority  of  1,337  for  Adams. 
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The  result  of  this  election  in  Chautauqua  is  very  interestini;,  as  it  sliows 
how  the  Whi<>-,  the  <;reat  rival  of  the  Democratic  party,  lK-;4an  t()  exist  in  the 
county.  John  Ouincy  Adams,  when  he  was  ele(5\e(l  ])rc'si(](. nt  in  1S24,  was 
as  truly  a  Democrat  as  was  Jackson,  or,  as  were  his  other  competitors. 
Events  had  now  made  Adams  the  leader  of  that  win^-  of  tlie  old  I\e])ul)lican 
jiarts  ,  which  was  destined  a  few  \cars  lalt  r  lojoin  with  the- A nl i-Masous  and 
form  the  Whi^^  party.  We  )^ive  the  vole  in  each  of  the  t(>wns  of  the  county 
to  illustrate  this  facl,  and  also  to  show  the  e.xistin;^  sentiment  of  the  comity 
U]X)n  the  cxcitini^  subjecl:  of  Anti-  Masonry,  as  shown  in  the  principal  election 
in  which  its  strength  was  exhibited. 

The  vote  for  governor  was:  C/iniitan(/na^  \i\n  liuren.  Democrat,  147, 
Thompson,  Adams  jxirty,  48,  vSouthwick,  Anti-Mason,  135;  Po})ify('f,  Deni., 
107,  Adams  party,  295,  Anti-Mason,  150,  Illli'colt^  Dem.,  140,  Adams  party, 
63,  Anti-Mason,  108;  Gcn'y\  Dem.,  85,  Adams  party,  37,  Anti-Mason,  (46; 
IIamn'C)\  Dem.,  95,  Adams,  214,  Anti-Mason,  10;  Portland^  Dem.,  108, 
Adams,  65,  Anti-Mason,  174;  Ripley^  Dem.,  188,  Adams,  44,  Anti-Mason, 
84;  //<r7;'w<'wjj',  Dem.,  43,  Adams,  17,  Anti-Mason,  187;  Clymcr^  Dem.,  16, 
Adams,  5,  Anti-]Mason,  87  ;  Ellrry,  Dem.,  90,  Adams,  27,  Anti-Mason,  146  ; 
Stockton^  85,  Adams,  21,  Anti-Mason,  78  ;  l^illcnova,  Dem.,  94,  Adams, 

63,  Anti-Mason,  37  ;  Jhistt\  Dem.,  45;  Adams,  18,  Anti-Mason,  149;  Mina, 
Dem.,  65,  Adams,  8,  Anti-Mason,  S3  ;  Carroll^  Dem.,  89,  Adams  party,  29, 
Anti-Mason,  83  ;  J'y/ini^/oit^  Dem.,  72,  Adams  ])arly,  72,  Anti-Mason,  49; 
Sheridan^  Dem.,  47,  Adams  l>arty,  109,  Anti-Mason,  77.  I'otal  :  Democrat, 
1,520;  Adams  party,  1,135;  Anti-Mason,  1,783. 

The  Democratic  vote  for  president  was  but  36  more  than  the  Democratic 
vote  for  governor,  and  the  sum  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  Adams  party  and  the 
Anti-Masonic  candidates  for  governor  was  but  25  more  than  the  votes  polled 
in  the  county  for  Adams  for  president-.  This  proved  that  while  the  same 
voters  that  voted  for  Jack.son  voted  also  for  Wan  Buren,  and  that  the  electors 
who  cast  their  votes  for  Thompson  and  South  wick  for  governor  voted  also 
for  Adams  for  president.  One  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  politics  of  the 
county  during  successive  years  of  struggle  between  Democrats  and  Whigs, 
and  the  still  later  contests  between  Democrats  and  Republicans,  can 
trace  to  the  present  time  in  the  vote  of  the  county,  and  in  each  of  the  towns 
of  the  county,  the  strong  impress  tliat  anti-masonic  sentiment  made  in  1828 
upon  tlie  minds  of  the  people,  and  we  may  realize  to  what  -xtent  an  is(dated 
and  comparatively  trifling  circumstance  will  fix  nieirs  opinions  and  deter- 
mine tlK-ir  actions  for  generations.  We  may  also  observe  how  much  the 
abduction,  perhaps  murder,  of  William  Morgan  by  a  few  irresponsible  and 
desperate  men,  had  to  do  with  establishing  the  political  complexion  of  Chau- 
tauqua county  and  Western  New  York  for  more  than  half-a-century. 

No  paper  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  the  abduction  of  Morgan  is  known 
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to  have  been  edited  by  a  mason.  The  papers  which  first  snpported  the  new 
political  movement  was  the  //  cstcni  Sfa/\  pnblished  and  edited  by  Harvey 
Newconil)  of  Westfield,  and  ih^  JiVfit's/inuft  Journal^  published  by  Adolpluis 
Fletcher,  and  edited  by  Abner  Hazeltine.  The  rapid  orrowth  of  the  Anti- 
Masonic  party  in  Chautauqua  county  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  great 
influence  of  Mr.  Hazeltine.  As  -Anti-Masonic  candidate  for  member  of 
assembly  in  1828,  he  received  2,056  votes  and  Nathan  Mixer  2,091.  Joseph 
White  received  1,458  and  John  McAlister  1,158  votes  as  Jackson  or.  Demo- 
cratic candidates,  and  James  Hall  received  1,091  and  John  Crane  936  votes 
as  administration  or  Adams  candidates.  Hazeltine  and  Mixer  were  elected. 
Daniel  Sherman  was  elected  sheriff,  and  James  B.  Lowry  county  clerk. 
Elial  T.  Koote  was  appointed  hrst  judge. 

In  his  year  the  Holland  Land  Compau-y  make  the  first  great  sale  of  lands 
in  this  couut  w  They  sold  60,000  acres  in  the  eastern  and  southeastern  towns 
to  Levi  Hcardsly,  James* (  ).  Morse  and  Alvan  Stewart,  and  employed  agents 
to  sell  their  lands  to  local  settlers.  These  persons  were  afterwards  known  as 
the  Cherry  \'alley  companw 

In  1S28  Chautaucpia  laJ^ze  was  first  navigated  by  steam.  It  was  then  the 
highest  body  of  water  so  na\'igated  in  the  world.  Before  the  settlement  of 
the  count)'  it  had  been  made  a  means  of  communication  between  the  great 
lakes  and  the  ( )hio,  and  immediatelx'  after  the  settlement  was  much  used  as 
a  means  of  transit.  In  the  winter,  when  the  lake  was  surrounded  by  a 
wilderness  traxer.sed  b\-  l)ut  few  roads,  and  those  rudeh'  made,  the  people 
traveled  u{)on  the  ice,  that  then  almost  invariably  covered  the  lake.  In  the 
sunnner,  families  with  their  liou>eln)l(l  goods  were  carried  o\er  its  waters  to 
points  nearest  their  destination  in  canoes.  Provisions  and  goods  and  other 
commodities  were  carried  in  tlii>  way  from  Pittsburgh  to  May\'ille.  .\  x'ery 
large  canoe,  ma'le  from  a  |>ine  tree  over  five  feet  in  diameter,  was  launched 
at  Miles  Landing in  1 S.  )fS.  p'or  man\-  \  ears  it  was  the  largest  craft  on 
the  lake-,  and  was  c*(hsiderabl\-  used  for  carr\  ing  purposes.  ''  ( )ther  Hatboats 
W(.-re  also  placed  on  tlie  lake.  Mnally  Jared  Irwin  and  Mr.  Nixon  built  the 
schooner  Mink  which  navigated  the  lake  for  a  short  time.  About  1S29  it 
went  ashore  at  Iviir  Point  and  was  abandoned.  Dr.  Gilbert  Hazeltine  gives 
a  voluminous  and  entertaining  account  of  the  earl\-  navigation  of  the  lake 
and  t)f  the  hrst  steamboat  launched  upon  it  in  his  Ivirly  History  of  Hllicott. 
PVom  it  we  quote  : 

There  was  so  much  merchandise  and  so  man\-  household  goods  coming 
to  and  ])assing  through  Jamestown  that  in  1824  IClisha  Allen  concluded  to 
build  what  was  then  called  a  *'  horse  boat."  Tliis  boat  was  built  on  precisely 
the  same  ground  now  occupied  by  the  U.  S.  Express  company's  office.  It 

♦I.;n>ic  »inaiUi<.^  <>!  >all  from  llu-  .s.ill  S5;i  iii;^>  of  New  York,  were  transported  suutluvard  iVom  Ma yviUe  uvcr 
the  lake-  to  Jann.  .slow  ii  in  a  lar;.;(.-  .scow  or  !latl>oat  I'liilt  by  Jn<l);c  PrfiulcrKast,  tlicncc  in  ktel  an<l  Diirliaiu 
b(.>ats  down  the  river. 
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was,  oiie  mii^lit  say,  a  lari^e  scow,  with  a  ca1)iii  on  one  side  for  ]>assL"n^cTS  ;  and 
stables  for  ci<;lit  horses  on  tlic  other  side.  There  were  small  paddle  wheels 
on  either  side  like  a  steamboat,  and  a  lari^e  wheel  in  the  center  of  the  boat 
connected  with  the  shaft  of  the  paddle  wheels  by  <;earin.i^.  This  center 
wheel  was  pnt  in  motion  by  fonr  liorses.  At  the  stern  was  an  oar  like  those 
nsed  on  rafts.  The  wheel  to  which  the  horses  were  hitched  was  ]>ainled  red.  The 
hors<.»  l^oat  ran  semi-occasionally  a  year,  it  may  have  made  a  few  tri|)s  a  second 
year,  and  then  j^ave  way  to  the  schooner  Mink,  and  scows  with  sails.  The 
horse  boat  was  a  complete  failnre.  Xo  fonr  horses  conld  stand  it  at  that 
wlieel  over  an  honr  at  a  time,  then  they  were  removed  and  the  other  fonr 
hitched  on,  continninj^  in  this  way  to  the  end  of  the  trij).  The  distance  from 
Jamestown  to  Mayville  was  never  made  in  less  than  ten  honrs,  with  the 
wind  favorable,  and  it  freqnently  took  a  week  to  make  a  ronnd  trip.  The 
Mink  and  the  scows — the  Mink  nnder  command  of  Captain  Carpenter,  the 
Palmeter  scow  nnder  Captain  Jacobs,  another  nnder  Ca|)tain  Shaw,  competed 
as  the  steamboats  do  now  for  the  freii^ht  from  May\  ille  to  Jamestown  and 
liad  plenty  np  to  1S23. 

Passen<^ers  came  and  went  in  I>allard\s  stai^es.  In  1S27  Alvin  Plnmb 
formed  a  com[)any  and  bnilt  a  steamboat  for  Chantanf[ua  lake,  and,  althon,i;h 
the  first,  it  was  one  of  the  stannchest  ever  on  the  lake.  It  was  l)nilt  of  the 
best  white  oak  by  a  shi])  carpenter,  Richards,  from  linilalo.  The  timber  of 
the  boat  was  selected  and  cnt  b\'  IClinkim  (rarfield.  The  ])];ink  were  sawed 
])y  the  boalbnilders  from  loi^s  rolled  np  on  a  sla^int;  so  that  one  of  the 
saw\'ers  conld  stand  nncler  it.  This  boat  was  built  ])artl\-  nn  the  -ground 
now  occupied  by  the  old  freii^ht  station  of  the  X.  V.  W  ^  <  >.  railway  and 
partly  west  thereof  The  main  stream  then  ran  where  the  ])resent  freight 
stati<Mi  stands,  and  close  to  the  bank  under  the  hi,!L;h  hill  to  a  point  due  south 
of  Maj.  Iliram  SmitlTs  residence,  where  it  made  uearl\-  a  scpiare  bend  to  the 
south.  Where  the  stream  formerly  was  is  now  solid  i^round.  The  ste.'nn1)oat 
was  read}-  for  launching;  in  the  foUowins^^  May.  That  was  a  ixwdi  day  \ov  the 
residents  of  Jamestown  and  \'icinit\-.  The  whole  surroundiuiL;  countrv 
assembled.  Plnmb  had  caused  to  be-brou^^ht  from  Westfield  a  lari^e  connon 
beloni^iniir  to  Alex.  McClurlL,^  It  was  ])lanted  on  to])  of  the  hill  wliere  Mrs. 
Charles  vStern's  house  now  stands  on  West  .Second  street.  Captain  Carpenter 
was  ])laced  in  command.  Then  for  the  fir>t  time  the  bo\s  of  Jamestown 
heard  the  roar  of  artillery.  A  ,<^nni  was  fired,  Capl.  Richards  trave  the  word 
and  the  hu<^e  l)oat  bes^an  to  move,  cabin-end  foremost  toward  the  outlet,  and 
as  she  struck  the  water,  Ca])t.  Carpenter  .i^ave  us  another  of  his  terrific  ear- 
splitting,  earth-shakin,L;  bani;s.  As  the  boat  touched  the  water  a  lady  of  James- 
town broke  a  bottle  of  currant  wine  o\er  her  l)f)W  and  said,  I  name  thee 
Chautau<pia."  The  steamboat  w.is  i)oled  up  to  where  the  landing;-  now  is, 
and  there  speedily  finished  and  j)ainted.  A  ma«;nifieent  fin^ure  of  a  female 
head  and  bust  was  placed  on  her  bow  in  a  ])lace  built  for  it.  Phineas  Pal- 
meter soon  arrived  from  Pittsburgh  with  the  macliiner}-,  accompanied  by  an 
en;;ineer  named  Starrin.i;,  who  i)ut  it  in  place,  .and  was  en:^niieer  t)f  the  steam- 
boat the  first  and,  I  think,  the  second  year.  After  Starrinj^,  Pahneter  had 
charj^e  of  the  en<i;-ine.  The  last  of  June  she  w.is  in  readiness  for  work.  Cap- 
tain John  I.  Wilson,  an  old  Lake  Eric  captain  who  was  to  command  her, 
came  over  from  Stigar  Grove,  and  she  made  a  trip  np  into  the  lake  and  back. 
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Evervthiiig  was  pronounced  perfecl:.  The  first  trip  to  Mayville  was  made  on 
the  Fourth  of  July,  1S2S.  It  was  a  great  day  for  Alvin  Phinib  and  his 
friends.  Tliere  were  about  40,  wlio  by  invitation,  went  up  to  Mayville  on 
that  first  trip.  We  reniein!)er  but  few  besides  Plumb,  P>arrett,  Baker, 
Budlong,  and  R.  Falconer  of  Sugar  Grove  who  were  considered  the  owners. 
There  were  several  from  Mayville.  Besides  these  S.  A.  Brown,  Joseph  Waite, 
Sheldon  P'^ish,  ■  Laban,  Abner  and  Daniel  Hazeltine,  General  Allen  and 
Colonel  Dexter  were  aboard.  I  think  that  Frank  Waite,  A.  P\  Allen,  Niles 
Budlong  and  myself  were  the  only  boys  aboard.  The  '^Chautauqua"  was 
commanded  b\'  Capt.Willson  the  first  year,  then  b\'  Capt.  David  S.W^albridge, 
then  by  Capt.  Pineas  Palmeter,  afterwards  by  Capt.  George  W.  Kellogg  and 
at  the  close  by  Capt.  James  Hill. 

In  182S  an  im])ro\emeut  was  also  made  in  the  fiicilities  for  navigating 
Lake  I^rie  along  the  coast  of  Chautauqua  county,  by  the  construction  of  a 
beacon  light  at  Silver  Creek  Harbor  at  the  expense  of  $3,500.  The  sum 
of  $3,000  was  also  appropriated  this  year  for  the  construction  of  a  breakwater. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 
1829-1832. 

AT  PORTLAND  Harbor,  cr  Barcelona,  a  lighthouse  was  erected  in 
1S29,  ^^^^  expense  of  $3,400;  it  was  lighted  by  natural  gas  from 
a  spring.  The  village  of  Fredonia  was  incorporated  in  this  year. 
It  was  the  second  village  of  the  county  upon  which  corporate  powers  were 
bestowed. 

At  the  fall  election,  Al)ner  Plazeltine  and  Squire  WHiite,  anti-masons> 
received  respectively  2,461  and  2,502  votes.  Horace  Allen  and  Benjamin 
Walworth  received  1,835  and  1,837  votes.  Hazeltine  and  White  were  elected, 
and  represented  tlie  county  in  the  assembly  for  the  ensuing  year.  Judge 
Plamnioiid  in  his  political  history  of  the  state,  in  speaking  of  the  able  men 
that  the  anti-masonic  party  setit  to  the  legislature  this  year,  mentioning  the 
names  of  Inancis  Granger,  Millard  P'illmore  and  others,  says:  ''To  these 
strong  and  powerful  representatives  in  the  assembly,  they  this  year  added 
Thurlow  Weed  of  Monroe  and  Abner  Hazeltine  of  Chautauqua." 

The  year  1829  i^^^^'ks  the  beginning  of  the  temperance  reform  in  Cliau- 
tauqua  county.  ( )nl\'  during  a  few  years  before  had  the  pledge  of  abstinence 
been  circulated  and  tem])erance  societies  organized  in  the  state.  In  1829 
the  "  Chautauqua  County  Temperance  Society,''  as  auxiliary  to  the  state 
societ)',  was  organized  at  ■\ra\  ville.  Judge  I£.  T.  Foote  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, and  Harry  Xewcond>  secretary.    Only  15  persons  were  present,  among 
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tlieni  were  A])ner  Ilazeltiiie,  Hiram  Crouch,  and  T]K)nias  \V.  Harvey.  The 
use  of  intoxicating^  liquors,  prcvioiis  to  that  time,  was  universal  in  tlie  har- 
vest lield,  at  house-raisin<^s,  loi;^in<^  l)ees,  on  traininj^  and  election  da\s,  and 
on  all  occasions  when  there  was  an  assend)lin<^  of  tlie  iK^(^ple.  S]>irituous 
liquor  was  purchased  by  the  <;allon,  sometimes  by  tlie  barrel,  and  kept  for 
familv  use.  On  most  public  occasions  it  was  deemed  indis})ensal)le,  and  also 
in  public  bodies  by  officials  in  the  dischar<;e  of  their  duties,  as  this  descrip- 
tion of  the  early  meetings  of  the  board  of  supervisors  by  Jud<;e  I^^.  T.  I'oote 
will  illustrate  : 

The  members  were  seated  around  an  ordinary  table  near  tlie  fire,  and 
appeared  more  like  a  committee  than  a  deliberative  Ixxly.  Xo  rules,  other 
than  a  sense  of  propriety,  <;overned  them  in  their  deliberations.  The  board 
sat  duriii(^  the  day  and  eveninj^,  only  adjournin;;  for  meals.  The  only 
attendant  on  the  board  was  an  a<;ed  citizen  of  Mayville,  who  was  a  volunteer 
janitor,  without  a  formal  appointment.  He  swe])t  the  courtroom,  built  a  fire, 
and  made  everythinj^  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  board.  On  a  side  table 
he  placed  a  pitcher  of  water  and  tumblers,  with  two  ([uart  decanters  of  spirits, 
and  some  pipes  and  tobacco,  which  were  free  to  all,  and  of  which  the  janitor 
was  the  most  liberal  patron.  Some  of  the  members  of  those  d'Ays,  even  before 
temperance  societies  or<;anized,  were  total  abstinents  ;  yet  every  member  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  usually  gave  the  janitor  25  cents,  and,  if  a 
new  member,  an  extra  "quarter"  was  expecfted  of  him.  If  the  contents  of 
the  bottles  ran  low,  the  janitor  would  privately  invite  some  member  to  give 
him  another  quarter. 

Among  the  rules  adopted  by  the  grand  jury  in  June,  1827,  the  first  pro- 
vides, "That  the  foreman  of  the  jury  pay  one  bottle  of  brandy  for  the  honor 
of  his  scat.''  The  second  rule  was  "That  the  secretary  pay  one  bottle." 
In  almost  every  town  there  was  a  distillery.  Taverns  at  which  licpiors 
were  sold  were  very  numerous.  Judge  L.  I»ugbee,  in  describing  the 
Holland  I'urcliase  Road  through  the  central  part  of  this  county,  says: 

I>eginning  on  the  east  line  of  the  county,  the  first  hotel  was  that  of  Sam- 
uel McConnel  in  the  valley  of  the  Clear  creek,  then,  ])assiiig  over  the  high 
Gerry  hills,  for  several  years  was  the  "  seven-mile  "  woods,  beyond  which 
was  the  inn  of  John  Love  in  the  valley  of  the  Mill  creek,  a  mile  south  of 
Siiiclairville.  Three  miles  southwest  was  the  tavern  of  William  liarrows,  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Cassadaga,  then  that  of  Abel  Jjrunson,  Jonathan  Ihigbee, 
in  Stockton,  then  Jiela  Todd,  John  West,  Cary  Miles,  John  Dyer  and  Teter 
liarnhart ;  and,  if  visiting  the  land  office,  two  miles  to  the  west  is  the  head  of 
the  lake,  or  Mayville,  where  the  traveler  put  up  with  Jeremiah  Tracy,  for 
many  years  one  of  the  most  popular  inn-keepers  in  the  county. 

Even  on  the  less  important  roads  there  were  many  taverns.  On  the 
main  road,  or  stage  road  from  Buffalo  to  Erie,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  they  w^ere  still  more  frequent.  Mr.  Bugbee  further  says  : — "  On  the 
completion  of  the  Erie  railroad  these  (emigrant  wagons)  all  disa])peared 
together  with  the  country  taverns.    The  stage  routes  running  east  and  west 
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were  abandoned  a])oiit  the  same  time.  In  a  trip  along-  the  Ridge  Road  " 
of  Lake  Krie  the  traveler  will  note  the  long  line  of  desolation  in  ghostly 
hotels,  once  gay  and  joyons  with  ringing  langhter,  sent  to  oblivion,  and 
trampled  under  foot  by  the  iron  horse  and  his  train  of  thundering  cars." 

The  fre(|uency  of  the  tavern  in  early  years  was  dne  partly  to  the  rough 
and  muddy  nxids  tliat  were  almost  impassable  in  the  inclement  seasons  of 
the  vear,  which  made  short  distances  long  for  the  heavy  wagons  and  hlow- 
mo\  ing  tcam.s  of  those  da\'s.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  these 
taverns  were  devoted  solely  to  revelry  and  drink.  The  great  open  fireplaces, 
piled  with  blazing  logs,  tlie  tal)les  loaded  with  good  cheer,  the  kindness  and 
old-fashioned  hospitalit)'  of  the  landlord  and  his  wife,  made  these  old  liostel- 
ries  welcome  havens  of  rest  to  the  chilled  and  wearied  traveler  who  was 
compelled  to  face  the  storms  of  a  Chautauqua  winter. 

During  the  five  years  succeeding  the  completion  of  the  Erie  canal,  the 
])Opulation  of  the  count)'  increased  with  surprising  rapidity.  The  inhabi- 
tants no  longer  sulTered  hardships  and  pri\'ations,  as  in  the  pioneer  period, 
and  their  im|)roved  condition  ga\'e  decided  assurance  of  future  prosperity. 
]^\'  the  I'.  vS.  census  taken  this  \ear(iS3())  the  po])ulation  was  34,671,  an 
increase  of  of  1 .1,032  since  tlie  enumeration  in  1S25,  or6S  ])er  cent,  in  five 
N'ears.  The  j)opulation  of  Jamestown  had  more  than  doul)led  during  the 
three  preceding  years,  and  was  in  June,  1S30,  8S4.  In  no  like  period  of  time 
since  iS2<3  has  tlie  |)oi)ulation  of  the  count\-  increased  so  ra])idl\-.  The  pop- 
ulation of  luie  county,  including  lUilTalo  which  had  then  8, 60S  inhabitants, 
was  by  the  same  census  found  to  be  35,719,  or  about  the  same  as  that  of 
Chautauqu:i.  At  least  30,000  inhal^tants  of  Chantaucpui  resided  outside  of 
its  \'illages.  The  countr\- po])ulation  of  this  count)' was  considerably  greater 
in  1S30  than  the  country  population  of  hhie  county  at  that  time.  It  is  sur- 
prising to  learn  that  30  )  ears  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  county — 60  )  ears 
ago — the  countr\-  populaticjii  of  Cliautaucpia  county  was  greater  than  at  tlie 
present  lime.  Much  the  larger  prc>portion  of  the  inha])itants  are  now  con- 
tained in  the  cities  of  Jamestown  and  Dunkirk  and  tlie  several  villages.  The 
cleared  lands,  ho\ve\'er,  in  1830  were  far  less  in  extent  than  the  area  of 
inipro\-ed  lands  at  the  ])resent  time.  The  wilderness  still  covered  a  large 
portion  of  the  count)  ,  and  bears  and  woK  es  were  often  seen,  wildturke)  s 
)'et  roamed  in  the  woods,  and  the  deer  strayed  even  to  village  limits.  Trav- 
eled roads  were  not  as  numerous  as  now,  and  dwelling  houses  were  less  fre- 
cpienl  along  the  highwavs.  The  numerous  population  of  the  country  at  that 
time  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  families  were  universally  larger  that  at 
the  present  time.  Schoolhouses  were  full  to  overflowing  in  districts  now 
depoi)ulated  of  children,  and  which  have  scarcely  a  sufficient  number  to  war- 
rant the  eini»loyment  of  a  teacher. 

In   1830  the  wealth  of  the  county  was  not  great.    The  stores  and 
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principal  IjuildiniL^s  of  tlie  towns  wore  very  unpretentious.  The  dwell- 
inj^s  tliat  stra<;\i;le(l  alon^  ilie  poorly  worked  roads  often  stood  amid  the 
stumps  in  the  open  fields,  a  few  rods  from  the  hi<;hway,  or  in  irre^i^ular  yards 
fenced  in  with  rails  or  logs.  Those  that  were  framed  usually  remained  iu 
their  original  wood  color,  while  a  few  of  the  better  ones  were  painted  a  flam- 
ing ^ed.  Log  houses  were  in  the  majority  along  the  main  traveled  roads, 
except  in  the  north  part  of  the  county,  where  but  few  new  ones  were  being 
built.    Uix>n  the  back  roads  they  were  universal. 

The  log  dwelling  or  unpainted  frame  house,  with  a  rain-trough  cut  from 
the  body  of  a  tree  extending  beneath  the  eaves,  a  pigpen,  a  shed  for  the  live 
stock,  and  hay  stack  a  few  rods  in  the  rear,  a  pile  of  wood  cut  sled-length  for 
fuel,  an  iron  washdish  near  the  kitchen  door,  an  ox  sled  and  an  ox  yoke 
braced  against  a  stump  ne^^r  by,  and  the  tall  well-sweep  standing  guard  over 
all,  complete  the  picture  of  the  "  house  and  surroundings"  of  the  average  cit- 
izen of  Chautancpia  county  in  the  towns  along  the  ridge  in  1S30. 

In  1830  Francis  Granger  was  the  candidate  of  the  anti-masonic  party, 
and  Knos  T.  Throop  of  the  Democratic  party.  Throoj)  was  elected  ])y  8,.}8i 
majority.  The  vote  for  governor  in  the  different  towns  of  the  county  was: 
Ch(iulan(jiia,  (rranger  235,  Throop  151  ;  Pontfrcl^  (jranger  316,  Throop  192  ; 
JlIUcoII^  Crranger  241,  Throop  205  ;  Gcny\  Granger  98,  Throo])  63  ;  Jlan- 
over,  Granger  193,  Throop  169  ;  Portland,  Granger  178,  Throop  85  ;  Ripley^ 
Granger  128,  Throoj)  106;  Ilarniofiy,  Granger  281,  Throop  55  ;  C/yfiier^ 
Crranger  65,  Throop  31  ;  Ellcry,  Granger  201,  Throop  104  ;  Stocktoii,  Granger 
139,  Throop  84  ;  ^ '///tv/(9r'^.  Granger  83,  Throop  64;  Jh(sti,  Granger  209, 
Throop  49  ;  Mi  tin.  Granger  1x3,  Throop  49  ;  Carroll,  Granger  loi,  Throop  93  ; 
J'lIIiiioton,  (Tranger  154,  Throop  50;  SJicridan,  Granger  75,  Throop  55; 
A)'k7cri/^/if^  Granger  130,  Throop  26  ;  Chariot Ic,  Granger  84,  Throop  53  ; 
Cherry  Creek,  Granger  55,  Throop  34  ;  FreueJi  Creek,  Ciranger  49,  Throop 
5;  ICestJield,  Granger  241,  Throop  132.  Total,  Granger  3,470,  Throop 
1,854.  The  political  complexion  of  the  different  towns  as  shown  by  tliis 
vote  substantially  indicated  the  vote  in  those  towns  for  many  years  after  and 
may  be  even  traced  through  Whig  and  Republican  epochs  of  political  history 
to  the  ]">resent  da\'. 

For  asseml)!)-,  John  I^irdsall  who  had  the  previous  year  resigned  the 
office  of  circuit  judge  for  the  Eight  District,  and  Dr.  Squire  White  of  Fre- 
donia,  anti-niasons,  received  3,403  and  3,387  votes  respectively,  and  Hlial  T. 
Foote  and  Ernest  Mullett,  Democrats,  received  each  1,958  and  1,884  votes. 
Every  town  in  the  county  gave  a  majority  to  the  anti-masonic  candidate  for 
the  assembly  except  Ellicott,  Judge  Foote  having  there  a  majority  of  19 
over  the  highest  anti-masonic  candidate. 

In  this  year  a  motion  made  before  the  board  of  supervisors  to  raise  money 
for  building  a  jwr  house  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  13  to  7.  Superihtcndents 
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of  the  poor  were  directed  "  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land  not  exceeding  loo 
acres  in  some  central  and  convenient  situation  in  tlie  county,  and  to  erect 
buildings  at  an  expense  in  all  not  to  exceed  $1,500/'  Tlie  villa<^e  of  May- 
ville  was  incorporated  tliis  year. 

At  the  bc_i4;innin<^  of  1S31,  lumbering  was  the  leading  industry  in  the 
southeastern  ]):irt  of  the  count)'.  Tliere  were  many  sawmills  in  operation  in 
Carroll,  Pohuul,  lCllic<jtt  and  other  towns  in  which  ])ine  trees  grew.  The 
principal  ones  were  those  of  Judge  Prendergast  at  Jamestown,  the  Kennedy 
mills,  and  the  mills  at  Worksburg  and  Frewsburg.  The  Kennedy  mills 
sawed  3,Ov.)0,ooo  or  4,000,000  of  feet  annually,  as  did  also  the  Jamestown 
mills.  This  account  of  the  operation  of  the  Jamestown  mills  was  written  by 
Judge  Foote  from  a  statement  nuide  to  him  by  Horace  Allen.  : 

All  the  sawmills  were  run  night  and  day,  except  Sundays.  They  required 
two  sets  of  hands  ;  one  set  commencing  at  noon  and  working  till  midnight  ; 
the  other  working  from  midnight  until  noon.  The  gang  required  two 
hands  to  work  it,  or  four  hands  for  24  hours.  The  sinole  sawmills  required 
one  hand  each,  or  two  for  24  hours.  The  men  who  tended  the  gang  carried 
out  the  slabs  cut  by  the  slabbing  mill,  and  tlieir  own  slabs  and  boards.  The 
largest  and  best  logs  were  mostly  sawed  by  the  new  mill,  and  the  smaller 
and  knotty  logs  by  the  gang  mill.  The  mills  cut  with  great  power.  The 
cranks  exce])t  those  of  the  gang,  were  17  or  18  inches.  There  was  an 
abundance  of  water  winter  and  summer  ;  and  there  were  large  throats  to 
the  water-wheels.  The  saws  were  thick,  sevtn  feet  long,  with  large  teeth,  and 
would  bear  heavy  feed.  The  boards  sawed  in  the  single  mills  looketl  rough, 
as  the  saws  cut  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  inch  at  a  stroke  and  made 
coarse  saw-dust.  The  gang  saws  had  fmer  teeth  ;  cut  more  slowly,  and  made 
finer  saw-dust,  leaving  the  ])oards  smooth  even  from  knott\'  logs.  Gang 
boards  were  sometimes  used  without  planing.  The  (piantit)'  of  saw-dust 
shoved  into  the  outlet  from  these  mills  in  a  year  was  encjrmous.  The  mill- 
ponds  l)elow,  and  willow  bars,  eddies,  etc.,  received  these  deposits  ;  and  the 
accumulation  of  years  is  still  to  be  seen  along  the  outlet  in  bends  and  other 
places. 

Lumbering  was  hard  work,  from  the  time  the  axe  was  struck  into  the 
tree,  until  the  boards  arriv'ed  in  market  and  were  drawn  out  of  the  water. 
Of  tile  eii^ht  or  ten  men  employed  in  these  mills  in  iSr  s,  and  some  of  them 
earlier,  Nicholas  I)(/il<>ff,  Jesse  vSmith,  \Vm.  Clark  and  nu'sclf,  still  survive 
(  iS^S,)  and  reside  in  this  coinit\'.  We  were  then  in  the  prime  of  life,  and 
all  tmiperate.  We  ]:>roba])ly  cut  as  many  l)oards  on  these  mills  as  an\'  other 
set  ol'  hands  did  in  tlie  same  length  of  time,  and  perhaps  more.  Most  of  the 
1o_l;s  were  sawed  for  the  owners  on  shares  ;  the\-  tiiking  one-half  of  the  boards. 
The  lo_i;s  were  drawn  to  the  outlet,  lake  or  pond,  and  lloated  to  the  mill. 
Hach  owner  distinguished  his  logs  by  a  mark.  Marks  were  rudely  made  by 
a  certain  number  of  notches  on  the  end  or  side  of  the  log,  or  by  one  or  more 
letteis  cut  on  the  side  of  the  axe  or  on  a  hammer,  and  struck  on  the  end  of 
the  log.  The  sawyers  entered  the  marks  on  a  slate  hanging  in  the  mill,  and 
the  (piantity  of  boards  made  from  each  log ;  and  these  slate  accounts  were 
transferred  to  the  mill-(jwner\s  books,  who  was  thus  enabled  to  settle  with 
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his  ciistonicrs.  Tlie  loj^^s  were  all  drawn  up  ivom  the  pond  on  an  inclined 
])lane  ;  the  water  i>ower  tnrninj^-  what  was  called  the  'bnll-wheel  '  with  a 
windlass  shaft,  which  wonnd  np  a  lar<^e  chain,  one  end  of  which  was  fastened 
to  the  shaft,  the  other  to  the  \o^^  by  a  do<^  of  hook-like  form  driven  into  one 
side  of  the  log-  near  the  small  end  of  the  log-. 

Nicholas  Dolloff  and  Jesse  vSmith  and  myself  tended  the  new  mill  in 
1S15;  \Vm.  Clark  and  others  the  slabbing-  mill  ;  and  John  Fent  and  others 
the  gang  mill.    In  the  new  mill  we  were  paid  for  sawing  Si  ])er  thonsand 
and  l)oard.    We  usnalh'  cut  about  2,000  feet  in  each  turn  of  12  hours.  The 
hands  on  the  gang-  and  slabbing  mills  were  paid  .'d)()Ut  S15  i)er  month  and 
boarded.    The  logs  were  cut  in  the  woods  almost  unifornd\'  12  ft.  4  in.  or  16 
ft.  4  in.  long,  exccj^t  butt  logs,  which  were  cut  longer,  as  the  shaky  butts 
were  to  be  sawed  off.     I>esides  ])oards,  most  of  the  scantling  and  other  build- 
ing lumber  was  sawed  in  the  new  mill.     Boards  were  sawed  thin  for  lathing. 
All  kith  then  used  were  thin  boards,  which  were  split  or  cracked  with  an  axe 
or  a  hatchet,  and,  while  being  nailed  on  the  studs,  were  stretched  or  s])read 
sufficienth-  to  open  cracks  for  the  mortar,  instead  of  being-  sawed  into  strips 
as  now.     l)oards  for  rafting  were  ])nt  int(.>  piles  from  10  to  20  feet  high,  and 
12  or  16  feet  scjuare  ;  each  layer  of  boards  ])laced  edge  to  edge,  and  crossing; 
the  layer  ])receding  it.     The  slabs,  butts,   and  "  edgings were  carried  out- 
side of  the  mills  and  ])oard-]^iles,  and  thrown  into  a  common  pile  to  be  burned 
and  which  was  kei)t  almost  constantly  burning-  winter  and  summer.  Mil- 
lions of  slabs  were  burned  to  get  rid  of  them  ;  and  the  l)nrning-  did  not 
entireh"  cease  until  about  i<S4o,  although  the  best  of  the  slabs  were  cut  into 
lath  or  used  for  other  purposes  much  earlier.     Pine  was  in  early  days  almost 
the  onh-  timber  sawed  ;  some  cherry,  oak,  and  other  timber  was  sawed  for 
customers  for  consumi)tion  ;  not  much  being  sent  down  the  river.  Hemlock 
was  hardly  deemed  worth  sawing.    Some  cucumber,  maple,  and  white  wood 
sawed  into  scantling  for  bedsteads  and  other  uses.    Thus  vast  fjuantities  of 
pine  were  burned  to  get  rid  of  it,  which  would  now  be  highly  prized.'' 

Of  the  immense  quantity  of  lumber  manufactured  at  these  mills,  all  except 
that  used  for  honfc  consum])tion,  for  years  went  down  the  Alleganx-  tosui)ply 
the  southern  market.  ^)ften  it  there  s()ld  for  no  more  than  it  cost  to  manu- 
faclnre  and  transport  it.  An  important  part  of  hunbering;  was  this  transpor- 
tation of  the  boards  and  shingles  to  market.  The)-  were  rafted  down  the 
Allegany  and  sold  at  rittsburgh,  or  to  Cincinnati,  Louis\-ille,  and  other 
l)oints  along  the  (  )hio.  Sonn-times  they  were  shii>j)ed  down  the  Mississippi 
and  sold  in  New  (  )rleans.  The  lumber  that  was  gathered  along^  the  Cone- 
wango,  Cassadaga,  (ioosc  creek,  Chautauqua  lake  and  outlet  and  tlie  vStill- 
water  was  first  rafted  to  Warren.  The  rafts  were  all  con.slrucl:ed  in  sections. 
A  tier  of  i6-feet  boards  were  laid  down,  and  another  course  cnissways  upon 
that,  and  so  on  until  the  required  number  of  tiers  were  obtained.  This  was 
called  a  platform  "  and  was  firmly  fastened  tog^ether,  by  means  of  "grubs.''* 
These  g^rubs  "  were  whiteoak  saplings,  two  inches  or  a  little  more  in  diam- 
eter, that  had  been  "  grubbed  "  or  dug^  out  of  the  ground  and  cut  off  so  that  they 
remained  three  and  one-half  to  four  feet  in  length,  the  knobby  root  forming;  the 
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head  of  the  grub.'"  Tlie  stem  of  tlie  grub  passed  up  through  tlie  platfonn 
between  the  boards,  the  head  beneath  preventing  tlie  grub  from  being  drawn 
out  The  upper  end  of  tlie  stem  passed  through  a  hole  bored  in  a  "  binding 
])lank,"  and,  drawn  ti.'^ht  \)y  means  of  a  wineh,  was  firnih-  held  in  its  plaee 
by  wedges  driwn  into  the  lioles  (jf  the  binding  plank.  Vov  a  June  or  light 
fresh  "  or  Hood,  a  j^latform  (jf  12  courses  were  laid.  For  a  spri^ig  or  deep 
fresh,"  26  courses  were  laid.  Imx'c  of  these  ])latforms  in  line,  hitched  together 
by  ''coupling  j)lanks,''  usually  constituted  a  sufficient  raft  for  the  Cassadaga, 
and  the  Coiiewango  above  Kenned)''s  mill.  Below  Kennedy's  two  of  these 
rafts  were  usually  coupled  together,  one  behind  the  other.  Manned  by  two 
men,  they  would  run  down  to  Warren.  On  account  of  the  difficulties  caused 
b}-  the  dams  and  the  raj^ids  of  the  outlet,  the  rafts  that  came  from  Goose 
creek  and  the  borders  of  the  lake  usually  consisted  of  but  few  platforms. 

At  Warren,  six  of  these  Conewaiigo  rafts,  containing  about  60  platforms, 
would  be  united  by  "coupling  planks,''  and  made  to  form  one  solid  raft 
Avhich  was  called  an  '' Allegan_\-  fleet."  Xcar  the  middle  of  each  end  of  a 
large  raft  woidd  be  mounted  a  great  oar  to  guide  it  as  it  descended  the  river, 
and  kept  it  off  the  banks,  shallows  and  islands,  and  steer  it  through  narrow 
channels.  The  stem  of  each  oar  was  from  30  to  36  feet  long,  with  a  blade 
at  the  end  1(1  iiiclies  wide  in  the  widest  part.  Tlie  raft  was  also  ])ro\  ided 
Avitli  a  ''cable"  or  coil  of  rope,  whicli  was  used  to  "snub"  or  stop  tlie  raft 
\vhen  re(|uired,  b\-  making  one  end  of  the  cable  fast  to  the  shore.  At  War- 
ren shanties  were  erected  upon  the  raft  for  the  convenience  of  the  occupants. 
An  "Allegany  fleet  "  was  usually  manned  by  a  pilot,  10  men,  and  a  cook. 
When  the  raft  arrived  at  rittsburgh,  two,  and  sometimes  as  many  as  five,  of 
those  large  Allegany  fleets  would  be  coupled  together  to  form  an  Ohio  fleet. 

To  guide  the  ral't,  strong  athletic  men  were  needed  for  a  crew,  those  who 
could  i)nll  (piickK-  at  the  heavy  oars  when  required.  Much  skill,  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  ri\  er,  was  necessary  for  the  "  pilot,"  or  person  in 
charge  of  the  raft.  The  want  of  these  (jualifications  often  resulted  in  ship- 
wreck and  the  loss  of  tlie  luni])cr  to  the  owners.  Pilots  were  picked  men, 
\vho  made  it  the  l.nisiness  of  their  lives  to  run  the  river  during  the  rafting 
season.  The\-  knew  all  of  its  windings,  its  channels  and  its  shallows.  The 
Indians  <»f  the  Alle;j;anN'  ieser\  ati(i>n  were  good  raftsmen  and  ofte  n  ma<le  good 
pilots.  Anuni!^  the  inan\-  good  }»iIots  whose  ser\  ices  were  in  constant  re(iui- 
sition  were  janies  Vonng,  iM-eedoni  Morey,  John  Sheldon,  John  I'enton, 
Luther  Clark,  "  Joe  "  Jemison,  "  Hank  "  Johnson  and  Jesse  Dean. 

Harrison  Persons,  familiarly  known  as  "  The  ( )ld  Oeiieral,"  a  line  typi- 
cal specimen  <.>f  a  river  |)ilot,  still  lives  in  the  town  of  ICllery,  which  has  been 
his  home  for  nearly  70  \  ears.  His  first  voyage  down  the  Allegany  upon  a 
raft  was  UKule  in  1S27.  lH)r  fifty  years  he  followed  this  vocation  without  a 
single  \  ear's  omission.     In  one  year  he  went  down  the  river  as  many  as 
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nine  times.  After  tlie  third  year  lie  went  in  clKir<^e  of  the  rafts  as  pilot, 
receiving;  from  <iof)  to  $200  for  his  services  each  trip.  His  last  voya.i^e  was 
made  in  1876  when  he  was  6S  years  of  a<^e.  lie  has  made  in  all  247  trips  down 
the  Allei^any  and  Ohio.  Before  the  period  of  railroads  and  stai^e-coaches, 
raftsmen  were  accustomed  to  walk  to  their  homes  at  the  headwaters  of  the 
Alle;^any  after  their  trips.  On  his  retnrn  jonrneys  Mr.  Persons  has  walked 
from  Beaver,  below  Pittsbnrgh,  to  Chantanqna  county  143  different  times. 
In  1840  he  walked  from  Wellsville,  Ohio,  to  his  home  in  Ellery  in  three 
days,  averagin<L(  60  miles  a  day.  When  in  his  prime,  he  was  a  powerful  and 
resolute  man,  6  feet  and  6  inches  in  hci<^ht,  straij^ht  and  well  proportioned, 
and  he  is  still  stronj^  and  hardy  for  a  man  of  his  years,  after  his  loni;  and  ardu- 
ous life  and  service  as  a  raftsman. 

The  raftsmen  were  often  rou^^h  men,  accustomed  to  hard  fare,  and  not 
averse  to  hard  blows.  Xo  vi.i^orous  youni^  man  witliin  the  lumbering;  dis- 
tricts re<;arded  his  education  as  complete  until  he  had  had  a  taste  of  the  rou.<;li 
life  of  the  raftman,  had  a  pull  at  an  oar,  and  had  encountered  the  hardships  and 
sometimes  jierils  of  the  river.  Most  youn<^  men  desired  at  least  once  to  look 
U])on  tlie  beautiful  and  picturescpie  sceners'  of  the  Allej^any,  to  descend  with  its 
smooth  flowing  current,  now  gliding  in  the  shad<nv  of  some  lofty  headland, 
now  drifting  along  some  gently  sloi)ing  shore,  and  finally  to  float  out  on  the 
broad  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the  iMississippi.  Before  steam  communication 
was  established  the  most  practical)le  route  to  the  west  was  by  the  river,  and  the 
raft  was  the  most  feasible  transport  for  passengers.  It  was  common,  for 
young  men  seeking  their  fortunes  and  families  seeking  homes,  to  embark 
upon  this  craft  for  the  far  west.  Rafts  were  also  used  in  early  years  for  the 
transportation  of  merchandise  down  the  river.  vShingles,  lath,  tubs  and 
pails,  window  sash,  agricultural  implements  and  other  articles  were  shipped 
in  immense  (piantities  to  southern  markets. 

Tlie  business  of  lumbering  in  its  various  branches,  from  cutting  the  trees 
in  the  forest  until  it  was  marketed  down  the  river,  was  a  school  in  which  a 
host  of  energetic  business  men  were  educated.  Tlie  ])rosperitN'  of  Jamestown 
and  all  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  is  due  to  the  aclive  enteri)rise  of 
these  men,  commencing  with  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy,  Ivlward  Work,  James 
Prendergast,  John  and  James  I^'rew.  A  long  list  of  names  follows  which 
stand  for  business  talent  and  energy  :  Tlie  I'entons,  Oarfield,  Silas  and  Jehial 
Tiffany,  the  l')U(llongs,  the  Halls,  Alviii  Plumb,  the  My^-rs,  the  Dexters,  Jos- 
eph Clark,  DoUolT  Aikin  and  many  others. 

F'or  many  years  Benjamin  Chamberlin,  of  Cattaraugus  count)-,  and  Guy 
C.  Irvine  of  Warren  county,  were  the  lumber  kings  of  the  u]i]kt  Allegany. 
Their  rival  operations  and  the  struggle  for  business  supremacy  between  them 
and  Nathaniel  P.  Lowry  of  Jamestown  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  They 
were  all  men  of  strong  will  and  great  capacity.    Lowry  possessed  unusual  force 
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of  clK\ra(51cr  as  well  as  financial  alMlity.  Their  operations  were  extensiYe.  The 
(lealin^^s  between  them  were  sometimes  jnore  like  contests  between  stronjy 
powers  tlian  ordinary  business  transa(5lions.  Their  riYalry  led  to  sharply 
contested  lawsuits  and  ])itter  controYersies,  resultin;^  tra«;'ically  in  the  stabbing- 
of  I.owry  in  the  streets  of  Jamestown.  His  life  was  despaired  of,  l)Ut,  after 
remaining-  for  sometime  in  a  critical  condition,  he  recovered.  Jeremiah  C. 
Newman,  of  Pine  Cirove,  Pa.,  was  arrested  for  the  assault.  His  trial  excited 
*;reat  public  interest,  and  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  in  the  history  of 
the  count\-.  Richard  P.  ]\Iarvin  and  Madison  liurnell  assisted  the  district 
attorue)-  in  the  prosecution,  and  James  Mullett  a})peared  for  the  defence. 
Newman  was  coiu'icled  and  sentenced  to  states  })rison  for  5  }-ears  and  3 
months. 

Tile  reputation  of  these  enterprisim^  men  of  the  C(jnnt\'  wlio  recei\'ed 
their  busimss  training'  in  tlie  lum1)er  trade  often  extended  be\'ond  the  limits 
of  the  countw  Many  of  tliem  were  known  throu^t^hout  western  New  York 
and  in  Pitts])ui;^h  and  Ciuciunali.  vSouu-  ac((uired  a  state  and  e\'en  national 
reputation  in  other  lu  lds,  Re\d)en  Iv.  l"V'ntv)n,  :L;(.)\'ernor  of  New  \'ork,  and 
L'.  S.  Senator  trained  hi.-^  fir.Ni  .success  as  a  lumber  man.  Philetus  Sawyer, 
U.  S.  vSenator  from  Wisconsin,  in  early  life  worked  as  a  hand  in  the  sawmills 
at  Kennedy  and  at  Jamestown.  The  production  of  lumber  in  the  country 
constitu.tin^'  the  head.-watcrs  of  the  Alle<^any,  has  now  dwindled  to  a  small 
amount,  and  the  tranportation  is  principall)' made  l)y  railroad.  (Jccasionall y 
a  timber  raft,  and,  sonu-times,  an  old-fashioned  raft  of  boards,  may  be  seen 
passing;  <  >il  creek  in  tlie  raftin*;  season,  where,  40  or  50  years  a.^^o,  50  and 
even  loo  rafts  would  pass  in  a  da\-.  At  Cincinnati,  then  the  j^reat  lumber 
market  of  the  west,  one  could  walk  for  S  or  9  miles  without  interruption 
U])on  tlie  raft>  as  tlie\-  v;ere  tied  to  the  shore. 

'I'he  bu>iuess  (jf  the  count)-  in  1S31  had  grown  so  great,  esj)eciall\-  in  the 
lumber  sectii)n,  that  the  peo])le  l.)egan  to  feel  tlie  need  of  a  bank  to  facilitate 
commercial  trau.sactioirs.  Jamestown  had  then  about  1,000  inhabitants,  11 
stor(.>,  1  woolen  factorv,  i  ,<;ristmill,  with  three  run  of  stone,  i  gang  saw- 
mil!.  3  common  >;i\\  inills,  2  pi  inting  offices,  and  a  num1)er  of  mechanic  estab- 
li>hmeut^.  It  wa>  ihe  counueicial  center  of  a  tract  of  countr\-  as  large  as 
Chautauqua  count\-,  which  included  a  part  of  Cattaraugus  and  Penns\  I\ania, 
that  was  exporting  annually  4o,0(.>o,ooo  feet  of  boards,  plank  and  sawn  tim- 
ber. S^o.ooo  worth  of  lath,  shingles,  sash  and  other  merchandise  to  southern 
markel>.  Large  am(.unt>  of  pot  and  ])earl  ashes,  in  which  Walter  Smitli 
wa>  the  principal  dealer,  and.  man\-  horses  and  cattle  were  also  annually 
exported  fiom  the  count\'.  It  w;is  estimated  that  al)out  <250,ooo  worth  of 
merchandise  was  annuali\-  inaporte^l  into  it. 

The  Tnitetl  State>  branch  bank  at  HnlTalo  and  a  state  bank  at  Lockport 
were  tlie  !ieare>t  banking  in.stitntions.     There  was  no  bank  in  the  southern 
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tier  between  Oraiij^e  on  the  Hudson  and  Lake  I^^rie.  L\un1)eiinen  were 
oblij^ed  to  send  to  HuOVdo,  Canandaij^na,  and,  sometimes,  even  to  Catskill  to 
procure  casli  to  ])ay  tlieir  liands  and  other  expenses  of  sln"])pin};-  tlieir  lnml)L'r. 
Jud*;e  IC.  T.  luxjte  was  at  tliis  time  a  member  of  assembly  for  Cliautancpia 
county.  Tlirou!L;;li  liis  energetic  efibrts,  assisted  1)y  those  of  J.  IC.  and  ]>enja- 
niin  liudlong,,  Samuel  Barrett,  Alvin  Plumb,  Iknry  Baker,  (tu\-  C.  Irvine, 
Silas  Tiffany,  Samuel  A.  Brown  and  others,  the  hrst  bank  was  established  at 
Jamestown.  The  enterprise  was  set  afoot  ])arth-  as  a  political  move,  under- 
taken hy  the  Democrats  with  a  view  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  party  in 
the  count)',  by  securing  to  the  people  the  benefits  of  a  banking  institution. 
With  much  difilculty  it  was  accomi->lished.  It  was  called  the  Chautaucpia 
County  I>ank,"  and  was  incorporated  ])y  an  act  of  tlie  legislature  i)assed  in 
1.S31.  It  was  organized  under  the  safety-fund  act,  with  a  cajutal  of  ,Sioo,- 
000,  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  bills  to  twice  the  amount  of  its  capital. 
Ivlial  T.  I'oote  was  tlie  Hrst  president,  and  Ara<l  J<>>"  casliit-r.  Tliis  1).ink  is 
the  oldest  in  tlie  county,  and  has  now  existed  more  than  63  \  ears. 

The  legislature,  in  April  1831,  j)assc(l  an  act  abolishing  imprisouuKut  for 
debt.  This  change  in  the  law  ])roduced  a  most  favoral.)le  elTect  u])on  the 
business  conditions  existing  in  Chautauqua  county. 

At  the  November  election,  John  Birdsall  of  this  county  was  chosen  sena- 
tor. There  was  no  opposition  to  the  anti-masonic  party  in  this  count)',  and 
Squire  White  and  Theron  ]>ly  were  chosen  as  members  of  assembly,  Benja- 
min Douglas  sheriff,  and  James  B.  Lowry  clerk. 

In  1832  a  law  was  passed  incorporating  the  New  York  <S:  luie  Railroad 
Company.  This  was  the  hrst  stcj)  taken  towards  the  material  develo])mcnt 
of  the  counties  lying  along  the  southern  border  of  the  state.  Dunkirk  was 
fixed  as  the  western  terminus  of  the  road,  and  the  expectations  of  the  j^eople 
of  Cliautaucpia  count)'  were  naturall)'  excited.  Long  \  ears  of  waiting' and 
suspense  were  destined  to  elapse  before  these  exi)eclations  were  realized. 
Xearl)'  twent)'  )'ears  later  this  great  work  was  consummated,  the  road  com- 
pleted, anrl  another  era  (jf  pros])erity  commenced  like  that  which  opened  to 
the  people  of  the  count)'  when  the  l{rie  canal  was  com])lcted. 

( )ther  projecls  were  entertained  for  the  l)uilding  of  railroads  in  the  western 
part  of  the  state.  The  same  year  an  acl:  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  May- 
ville  6c  Portland  Railroad  Company  with  a  ca]iital  of  ,^150,000,  which  was 
to  build  a  railroad  from  Portland  Harbor  to  MayviPe.  Nothing  was  done 
however  towards  its  construction.  The  Ihiffalo  (S:  P2rie  Railroad  Company 
was  also  incorporated  the  same  year.  The  route  of  this  road  was  surveyed 
and  located,  rnd  nothing  further  was  done. 

In  this  year  the  county  poorhouse  was  erected.  By  a  law,  which  went 
into  effecl  January  i,  1830,  requiring  the  appointment  of  superintendents  of 
the  poor,  in  November  of  the  same  year  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  joint  ses- 
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sion  with  the  jud^'-es  of  the  court  of  coininou  pleas,  chose  Abirain  Orton, 
William  Preiulert;ast,  Solomon  Jones,  Thomas  B.  Campbell  and  Jonathan 
Hedi^es,  superintendents  of  tlie  poor.  All  were  men  of  worth  and  prominence. 
These  were  the  first  persons  chosen  to  fill  this  important  office,  a  position 
which  during  the 'succeeding  years  has  been  filled  by  many  of  the  most  com- 
petent and  trustworthy  men  of  tlie  county. 

The  succeeding  year,  tlie  supervisors  purchased  the  farm  near  Dewittville, 
and  near  the  east  shore  of  Chautauqua  lake,  which  is  now  owned  by  the 
county,  for  $900.  In  1S32,  at  expense  of  about  ,<3,500,  tliey  erected  there  a 
substantial  l)rick  count\--lK>use.  94  feet  long  and  32  feet  wide.  December 
21,  1S32,  the  poor  house  was  opened  to  paupers.  Its  first  boarder  was  Jacob 
Lock  wood,  a  lunatic,  who  remained  there  a  pernuinent  boarder  for  over  thirty 
years.  The  first  keeper  of  the  ptjor  house  was  William  Gifford.  Pie  received 
a  salary  of  <26o  for  the  first  year,  and  remained  in  the  count\'-house  until 
the  close  of  1S40.  He  was  succeeded  by  Wilbani  M.  Wagoner,  of  Gerr)'. 
John  G.  Palmiter,  Nicholas  Kessier,  A.  M.  P.  ]\Iaynard  and  Willard  Wood 
were  early  keepers  of  tlie  poor  house. 

'i^he  board  t)f  supervisors  at  its  November  meeting  passed  an  important 
resolution  abolishing  the  distinction  between  town  and  county  poor,  and 
made  the  support  of  all  the  poor  after  the  ist  of  July,  1833,  a  county  charge. 

liesides  building  the  poor-house,  measures  were  taken  this  year  to  further 
increase  the  public  buildings  by  the  addition  of  a  jail.  The  jM'ison  rooms  in 
tlie  old  courthouse  were  loo  contracted,  had  ])ecome  dilapidated  and  insunicieiit 
for  the  detention  of  ]>risoiiers,  and  tlie  legislature  in  1S31  authorized  the 
board  of  supervisors  to  erect  a  new  jail.  This  the\'  refused  to  do,  notwith- 
standing that  it  had  been  presented  by  the  grand  jury  as  a  nuisance.  Py  an 
act  of  the  legislature  ]>assefl  March  22,  1832,  the  board  of  supervisors  were 
required  "  to  raise  the  sum  of  $3,500  In-  tax  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
jail.''  pA'eii  then  the  appropriation  ])assed  the  board  by  a  majorit)'  of  two 
only.  Si, 500  more  was  subse([ueiitly  recpiired  to  be  raised  for  its  completion. 
The  jail  constructed  under  this  act  is  the  present  structure  of  brick,  60  feet 
in  length,  35  in  width,  and  two  stories  high.  It  was  well  constructed,  and 
was  then  belie\-e(l  to  be  iniper\-i()us  alike  to  assaults  from  without,  or  pent 
U})  knaxery  within.'' 

At  the  presidential  election  in  1832,  the  democrats  nominated  Andrew 
Jackson  for  president  and  Martin  Wan  I-hiren  for  vice-president.  The  Adams 
party  known  as  National  Republicans,  sui)ported  Henry  Clay  for  president, 
and  John  vSergeaiU  for  vice-president.  The  Anti-Masons  had  now  become  a 
national  party,  which  suj)ported  William  Wirt  for  president,  and  Amos  P^ll- 
maker  of  Peniis\  l  vania  for  vice-president.  These  candidates  of  the  two  last 
mentioned  parties  and  their  political  friends  were  decidedly  opposed  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and,  as  there  was  no  reasonable  expectation  of  the  election  of 
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Mr.  Wirt,  it  was  fully  believed  that  the  Anti-Masonic  stren*j;^th  would  ulti- 
mately go  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Clay. 

In  New  York  the  Democrats  nominated  William  L.  Marcy  for  governor 
and  John  Tracy  for  lieutenant-governor.  The  Anti-Masons  again  nominated 
Francis  (xranger  for  governor,  and  Samuel  vStevens  for  lieutenant  governor. 
The  National  Republicans  of  New  York,  in  a  convention  held  at  Utica,  adopted 
the  Anti-Masonic  state  and  electoral  ticket,  although  they  passed  resolutions 
supporting  Clay  and  Sergeant.  Thus  a  union  was  ])artially  elTected  between 
the  National  Republicans  and  Anti-Masons,  which  was  finally  consummated 
and  resulted  in  a  new  party  called  the  Whig  part)'.  Jackson  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  Marcy  governor.  In  Chautauqua  county,  the  National  Republicuns 
and  Anti-Masons  gave  a  majority  over  Jackson  of  1,716.  Granger's  majority 
over  Marcy  was  1,736.  Alvin  Plumb  and  Nathaniel  Cirax',  Anti-Masonic  candi- 
dates, were  elected  to  the  assem])ly  by  about  1,600  majority  over  Albert  H. 
Camp  and  Robert  Whiteside  the  Democratic  candidates.  Abner  Ilazeltinc 
was  elected  to  rejn'csent  this  congressional  district  over  Alson  Leavenworth, 
of  Cattaraugus  county,  by  a  majority  of  1,580.  Orris  Crosby  was  elected 
presidential  elector,  and  was  the  first  one  chosen  from  Chautauqua  county. 
Elial  T.  Foote  was  re-appointed  first  judge  of  the  county  courts.  This  was 
his  third  appointment. 

The  cholera  for  the  first  time  visited  Chautauqua  county  in  1832,  and 
three  persons  died  from  this  disease. 


CHAPTER  N NX VI I. 
^^33''^^37' 

"N  1833  the  homeopathic  practice  of  medicine  was  first  introduced  into 
Chautauqua  county.  This  interesting  account  of  the  first  homeopathic 
pliN'sician  is  by  Judge  E.  T.  Foote: 

In  the  summer  of  1833  Joseph  Birnstill,  M.  D.,  a  homeopalhic  pln  sician 
recently  from  Germany  and  a  graduatl'  from  a  German  university,  came  to 
Dunkirk,  and  commenced  practice.  At  that  time  the  term  homeopathy  had 
scarcely  been  heard  of  in  the  county,  and,  even  where  known,  was  received 
only  with  ridicule.  Dr.  Birnstill  was  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,''  and 
most  unfortunately  his  knowledge  of  the  luiglish  language  was  so  limited 
that  he  could  converse  intelligibly  only  in  the  German  language.  There 
was  hardly  a  person  in  the  county  then  that  could  speak  Crerman.  Dr.  Birn- 
still made  some  prescriptions,  mostly  in  chronic  cases,  and,  it  is  said,  was 
quite  successful.    After  about  eight  months  he  removed  to  Westfield  and 
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coiniiicnced  practice.  He  was  gradually  ac(iuirin<y  the  Kn^^^lisli  lan<>iia<^e, 
and  his  business  increased,  especially  in  chronic  cases  abandoned  as  hopeless 
by  other  pln  sicians.  Still  he  met  with  no  sympathy  from  other  physicians, 
and  in  about  two  \-ears  he  removed  to  Bnfialo,  but,  after  spending-  a  few 
months  there,  lie  returned  to  Westfield.  He  had  ])erformed  some  cures  too 
pal])a])le  to  1)e  dou1)ted.  and  some  intellij^ent  families  had  entire  confidence 
in  his  method  of  practice  and  recommended  him  to  others.  He  finally  a])- 
jdied  to  the  Chautantpia  County  Medical  vSociety  for  membershij),  and  pre- 
sented his  ])a!climent  e\  ideuce,  duly  authenticated,  of  his  havini;  received 
the  dei^ree  of  M.  I).,  but  I  well  recollect  he  was  rejected  solel)' on  the  ground 
of  his  homeuj)athic  practical  views.  He  was  threatened  with  pen:d  prosecu- 
tion for  illegal  practice,  for,  as  the  law  then  stood,  he  was  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion and  a  line.  Still  he  continued  to  ])rescribe,  and  1  know  from  gentle- 
men of  the  highest  res}>ectabilit\-  that  he  performed  some  important  cures, 
which  ought  to  have  done  honor  to  an\'  physician  ;  and,  but  for  his  ])()verty 
and  foreign  birth,  and  the  ridicule  of  allopathic  physicians,  he  would  ha\'e 
risen  in  public  estimation  and  fa\'or,  but  he  fmally  became  discouraged  and 
remo\-ed  to  Mrie,  Pa.,  in  1S30. 

The  elecl.ion  in  1S33,  owing  to  the  apathy  of  the  Anti-lMasons  in  Chau- 
tau(]ua  count)',  resulted  in  favor  of  the  Democrats.  James  Hall  and 'J'homas 
A.  Osborne,  Democratic  '  candidates  for  the  assembly,  were  elecled  over 
Waterman  Ellsworth  and  Austin  Smith,  Anti-lNIasonic  candidates. 

When  the  National  Re])ublicans  assumed  the  name  of  Whig,  the  Anti- 
lMasons  imniediatel)'  disbanded.  Although  the  National  Republican  party 
contained  many  masons,  and  the  avowed  objecl  of  the  Anti-Masons  was  to 
oppose  all  such  for  office,  the  Anti-Masons  (piickly  amalgamated  with  the 
National  Re[)ubl!cans  under  their  new  name.  The  masonic  lodges  in 
western  New  York  had,  howex'cr,  gi\'en  up  their  charters,  and  the  institution 
of  masonry  for  a  time  ceased  to  exist  there.  In  Cluiutauqua  count)',  by  rea- 
son of  the  \'iolence  of  anti-masonic  excitement,  meetings  of  Mt)unt  Moriah 
Lodge  in  Jamestown  were  suspended  about  1S30.  Hanover  Lodge  was  dis- 
conlinued  a])>>ut  iSjS.  S)'l\an  Lodge  of  vSinclairville  about  the  same  time 
surreiideied  its  ehaiter.  All  the  other  lodges  in  existence  in  the  count)'  pre- 
\  ious  to  the  abduction  of  Morgan  were  also  probabh'  o\'erborne  about  the 
same  time. 

In  the  fdl  election  of  1^34,  William  H.  Seward  was  supported  for  gov- 
ernor by  the  Whigs,  and  Silas  M.  vStillwell  for  lieutenant-governor.  William 
L.  Marcy  and  John  Tracy  were  the  Democratic  candidates.  Marcy  and 
Trac)'  were  elecled.  In  Chautaucpia  county  vSeward  received  4,533  votes, 
and  Marcy  2,942.  Abner  Hazeltine  was  re-elecled  to  congress  over  Oliver 
Lee,  William  Sexton  .sherilTover  Daniel  I>.  Parsons,  George  W.  Tew  county 
clerk  over  Norman  Kibbe,  and  John  Woodard,  Jr.,  and  Owen  McCluer  to  the 
assembl)'  over  Joseph  Wait  and  John  Z.  Saxton. 

Py  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  1834,  it  appears  that 
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two  certificates  were  granted  by  justices  for  killiiijj^  wolves.  One  beino^ 
iiiforiiial  was  reje6cecl.  Notwithstanding  tliese  evidences  that  wild  beasts 
had  not  ceased  to  contest  the  right  of  occupation  with  man,  the  signs  of 
inij-trovenient  and  progress  were  plain,  particularly  in  nianufaelures  and  agri- 
culture. In  1S34  l\.  Risley  <S:  Co.,  commenced  the  business  of  raising  garden 
seeds  in  Fredonia.  At  first  the\'  used  but  six  acres  of  lands,  ])utting  up  700 
l)o\es  of  seeds.  Their  business  increased  during  many  ye.irs  until  they 
became  extensively  known  as  seedsmen. 

A  county  poorho\ise  and  jail,  both  creditable  buildings,  had  recently  been 
built.  Twenty  years  had  elapsed  since  the  courthouse  was  erected,  and  many 
citizens  felt  the  need  of  a  larger  and  better  structure,  and  now,  upon  their 
petition,  an  act  was  passed  directing  the  building  of  a  new  courthouse.  Hy 
this  act  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  William  Peacock  and  Martin  Prendergast  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  contract  for  and  superintend  its  erection,  and  the 
board  of  supervisors  were  required  to  assess  and  collect  <5,ooo  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  commissioners  contracted  with  Benjamin  Rathburn  of  Piuffalo  for 
erecting  the  exterior  of  the  building.  This  work  was  done  the  same  sum- 
mer, and  was  accepted  by  the  commissioners.  Tlie  board  of  supervisors,  at 
its  adjourned  meeting  in  December,  1834,  by  a  resolution  disappn'oved  of 
the  act  of  the  commissioners  in  expending  the  whole  of  the  sum  of  $5,000 
U|)Oii  the  exterior  of  the  building,"  and  asked  the  legislature  to  remove 
William  Peacock  and  Martin  Prendergast  from  the  commission,  and  appoint 
IClial  T.  I'oote  and  Leverett  I^arker  in  their  stead."  The  legislature  there- 
upon passed  an  act  requiring  the  raising  of  an  additional  sum  of  $4,000  to 
complete  the  building,  and,  instead  of  removing  the  two  commissioners, 
appointed  Mr.  P^oote  and  Mr.  Barker  as  additional  commissioners.  With 
this  appropriation  the  courthouse  was  completed. 

About  the  last  trial  held  in  the  old  courthouse,  now  about  to  be  aband- 
oned and  torn  down,  was  the  most  celebrated  that  ever  took  place  in  the 
county.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1834,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
North  Damon  came  into  the  village  of  PVedonia  in  great  haste,  and  requested 
doctors  Walworth  and  Crosb\'  to  go  immediately  to  the  residence  of  his 
brother  Joseph,  who  lived  about  three  miles  from  that  village,  not  far  from 
Norton's  station  on  the  D.  A.  V.  6c  P.  R.  R.  When  they  arrived  there  they 
found  an  assemblage  of  excited  and  horror-stricken  neighbors.  I'pon  enter- 
ing the  house  they  saw  the  dying  wife  of  Joseph  Damon,  lying  upon  a  bed 
in  the  corner  of  the  room,  her  hair,  face,  and  the  pillow  upon  which  her  head 
was  laid,  clotted  with  blood,  while  Damon  stood  by,  red  stained  with  the  evi- 
dences of  his  guilt.  A  fire-poker  which  stood  by  the  fire-place  bore  unmis- 
takable signs  that  it  had  been  made  the  instrument  of  the  bloody  deed.  The 
bystanders,  by  the  direction  of  Dr.  Walworth,  who  was  a  judge  of  the  county 
court,  immediately  took  Damon  into  custody.    He  was  indicted,  and,  at  the 
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Septenil)er  term  held  in  1834,  was  arraij^^ned  for  trial  for  murder.  By  the 
e\  idence  <^iven  it  apju-ared  that  Joseph  Damon  and  his  brothers  followed  the 
business  of  quarryiniL^  and  cuttini^  stone  at  a  place  still  known  as  Damon's 
quarry  ;  that  lie  was  a  rou<^h,  drinkin^^  man,  and  there  was  some  evidence 
that  he  at  times  cruelly  treated  his  wife.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  day 
of  the  murder,  Joseph  went  to  the  house  of  his  brother  Martin,  who  lived 
with  their  father  and  mother  a  few  rods  away,  and  upbraided  them  for  mak- 
ing'disturbance  in  his  faniih'  and  upholding  his  w^ife.  He ,  soon  went  out 
and  a  few  uMiiutes  later  called  to  Martin,  and  said,  For  God\s  sake,  come 
in,  I  am  afraid  I  have  killed  my  wife."  Martin  immediately  went  into  the 
house  and  found  Mrs.  Damon  h  ini^  upon  the  floor  beariujj;-  marks  of  many 
violent  blows  and  bleedini,^  ])r()fusely  from  wounds  upon  her  head.  Tliis  was 
substantially  all  that  was  known  about  the  murder.  The  two  children  of 
Damon,  one  a  little  i^irl  ai^ed  ele\en  and  the  other  a  boy  somewhat  younj^er, 
were  just  outside  the  house  or  near  b\',  but  were  not  sworn  on  the  trial. 

Althou,i;h  there  was  nothini^'^  in  the  circumstances  attendinj^'  the  comnns- 
sion  of  this  crime,  or  in  the  character  of  the  criminal  calculated  to  excite  an 
unusual  interest,  \  et  no  ti:aged>'  of  the  kind  ever  occurred  in  the  count)'  that 
made  so  dee])  and  lastini^-  an  im])ression.  Over  thirt\'  \  ears  had  passed  since 
the  first  settlement,  and  no  ^reat  crime  had  1)een  committed  by  any  citizen. 
The  ]K'ople  were  <;enerally  simple-minded  and  uncorrupted.  Their  moral 
sense  was  i^reatl)'  slutcked  by  Damon's  crime.  The  eloipieiit  plea  of  James 
Mullett  in  defence  of  Damon  contributed  to  render  the  case  nieni(»rable,  and 
the  pul)lic  execution  that  followed  the  jury's  verdict,  the  only  out;  that  ever 
occurred,  in  the  county,  and  which  was  witnessed  b\'  a  ^reatcrowd  of  people, 
dee|)ly  branded  it  upon  their  memories.  Addison  (laidner,  circuit  judj^^e  of 
the  I'Ji^hlh  Circuit.,  ]«resi<]ed  at  the  trial.  IMiilo  (  )iton,  Thomas  ]>.  Camjibell, 
r>enjaniin  Walworth  and  Ailemns  Ilearick,  count)' judi^es,  were  associated 
with  him.  The  jur\uien  were  wSolouion  Jones,  Thomas  Uuij4le\',  Aretus 
Smith,  Walter  XWxulward,  Don  wS.  Downer,  Anson  R.  Wylli.^,  Daniel  vS. 
Richmond,  Thomas  R.  Treat,  Samuel  vS.  b\jrl)ush,  Isaac  Cornell,  Har\'ey 
ICi^s^leston,  Xath;in  A.  Alexander.  Sanniel  A.  I>rown,  of  Jamestown,  the 
district  attornev,  opened  the  case  to  the  jnr\-,  and  vSlield(.)n  Smith,  als^^)  of 
Janie.stown,  made  the  a1>le  closinj^  plea  in  behalf  of  the  people.  Ten  years 
before,  in  the  cit\-  of  Ibiffalo,  was  witnessed  the  remarkable  spectacle  of  the 
public  execution  of  three  brothers,  Nelson,  Israel  and  Isaac  Thayer,  for  the 
murder  of  John  lA)ve,  a  trai^^edy  that  has  been  celebrated  in  prose  and  do;^- 
<^ere'  verse,  and  is  as  memorable  in  the  annals  of  Erie  C(nmty  as  is  the  han;:;- 
ing  of  Damon  in  Chautaucpia.  vShelde>n  wSmith,  then  a  talented  >  onn<^  law- 
yer of  liutTalo,  had  assisted  in  the  successful  ])rosecution  of  the  Tha\'ers,  and 
was  now  the  principal  counsel  in  the  prosecution  of  Damon.  Jacob  Honj^diton 
opened  the  case  for  the  prisoner  and  James  Mullett  closed  the  case  in  his  behalf 
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Mr.  Mullett\s  address  to  tlie  jur\'  was  prol^ably  the  most  eloquent  and 
powerful  one  that  had  ever  been  delivered  at  the  bar  of  Chautauqua  county, 
and  will  compare  favorably,  even  in  j^races  of  style,  with  the  best  efforts  of 
forensic  oratory.  Mr.  Mullett  was  then  in  his  prime.  He  had  no  peer  as  an 
advocate  in  Chautauqua,  and  no  superior  in  western  New  York.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  people.  There  was  no  affectation  in  his  hearty  <^reeting  to  the 
old  settler,  or  in  his  expressions  of  interest  in  his  humble  affairs.  His  sym- 
pathetic nature,  his  inmate  love  of  justice,  and  even  his  rou,i;h  manner  and 
speech,  contributed  to  his  popularity.  He  had  a  Websterian  form  and  face, 
a  deep  stron<^  voice  and  j^reat  power  of  speech.  He  was  alwa\  s  elocjuent  and 
im])ressive.  Kven  when  he  administered  an  oath  or  made  a  i)roclamation, 
he  <^^ave  to  the  words  of  the  formula  a  new  and  clocpient  meanins^.  In  former 
years,  the  judi;e's  char<;e  to  the  <;rand  jury  on  the  first  day  of  the  court  was 
the  important  event  of  the  term.  It  was  not  regarded  (as  in  later  years)  as 
a  mere  formal  proceedinj^.  The  courthouse  was  filled,  and  the  presiding 
judge  was  expected  to  make  the  best  display  of  his  al^ilities,  with  the  bar  as 
his  critics.  Mr.  Mullett,  when  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  on  such  occa- 
sions appeared  to  the  best  advantage.  Strong  and  expressive  language, 
delivered  in  his  leonine  manner,  never  failed  to  impress  the  grand  jury  with 
the  dignity  of  their  duties  and  the  majesty  of  the  law. 

Judge  Mullett  was  the  most  conspicuous  member  of  the  Chautauqua 
county  bar.  He  continued  to  be  its  leader  for  many  years  without  a  rival. 
The  early  settlers  of  the  county  were  physical!)- and  mentally  equal  to  the 
more  educated  peoj)le  that  followed  them.  Allhou.^h  illiterate,  they  were 
intelligent,  and  ])ossessed  a  great  deal  of  abilit\-.  Mr.  Mullett  was  a  j)()pular 
and  re])rcscntative  man  amoug  them.  He  fully  understood  and  heartily 
s>  nipathi/ed  with  the  old  settlers,  and  they  in  turn  were  justly  proud  of  his 
talents  and  accomplishments. 

In  his  address  in  defence  of  Damon,  Mr. Mullett  admitted  the  shocking 
.  character  of  the  prisoner's  act,  but  sought  to  allay  the  prejudices  of  the  jur\-, 
to  excite  their  compassion,  and  to  prepare  their  minds  for  the  defence  of 
insanity,  which  was  but  weakly  supported  b\'  evidence.    To  show  his  elo- 
quence we  quote  from  this  j)art  of  his  plea  :  • 

l)Ut  I  entreat  \-ou,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  the  superhuman  ]H)wers  which 
the  law  pretends  to  give  \'ou  over  this  unfortunate  man,  the  errors  or  imj^ro- 
prieties  of  his  advocate  may  not  be  added  to  tlie  misfortunes  which  now 
thicken  around  him.  Knough  of  calamity  and  misery  are  already  his.  His 
awakened  consciousness  now  ])erceives  the  desolation  which  rests  ui)on  all 
the  joys  of  life  ;  his  home  is  torn  from  him  and  in  the  hands  of  strangers  ; 
his  children,  beyond  his  reach,  lone,  motherless,  and  dependent  on  the  cliari- 
tics  of  those  who  can  not  feel  a  mother's  love;  himself  a  public  speelacle, 
branded  with  the  name  of  crime  and  shunned  by  those  who  know  him  ;  she 
who  used  to  pillow  his  aching  head  upon  her  bosom,  in  all  the  gory  horrors 
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of  her  death  appears  to  swim  before  his  disordered  vision,  but  to  mock  his 
despair  ;  and  when  lie  raises  his  hand  to  liis  throbbinjj;-  temple  and  tearless 
eye,  he  finds  it  red  with  the  blood  of  his  wife,  and  himself  the  mysterious 
author  of  his  own  ruin.  To  his  recovered  reflection,  a  dark  cloud  seems  to 
rest  upon  the  termination  of  his  joys,  throu«;-h  whose  jj^looni  he  is  unable  to 
trace  tlie  intricate  uK^ives  of  his  own  aclion.  Xo  wonder  then  that  he  looks 
to  you  in  perfecl:  despair  of  your  inability  to  comprehend  the  causes  of  the 
horrid  transaclion  on  which  you  are  about  to  pass,  and  that  he  feels,  that, 
with  the  ])est  intentions,  \-ou  cannot  have  a  wisdom  proportioned  to  the 
powers  whicli  you  arc  asked  to  assume. 

The  lucid  cha'^i^e  of  the  judj^e,  the  able  ar*^ument  of  the  counsel  for  the 
people,  and  the  common  sense  of  the  jury,  rendered  the  ]')()werful  elTort  of 
Judi^i^e  Mulktt  to  sa\  e  the  life  of  a  human  l)ein.i4'  unavailing.  I)anu)n  was 
convioled  of  murder.  The  exceptions  taken  to  some  of  the  rulinj^s  of  the 
court  on  the  trial  were  reviewed  by  the  supreme  court,  without  a  favorable 
residt  to  the  ])risoner.  vSentence  of  death  was  pronounced  at  the  o\'er  aiul 
terminer  held  in  March,  1S35,  and  ''the  15th  day  of  May  followinii^ "  was 
appointed  for  his  execution. 

At  the  time  fixed  a  i^reat  crowd  of  people,  estimated  at  from  8,000  to 
15,000,  assembled  at  May vi lie.  One-fourth  the  population  of  the  county, 
includin*^-  nu\ny  women  were  present.  The  execution  took  })lace  in  the  open 
field  at  Ma\  \ille,  on  the  west  declivity  of  the  hill,  not  far  from  the  Union 
School  buildin<^^  and  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  street  extendin*'^  westerly 
from  the  courthouse.  The  sheriff, William  Saxton,  called  out  the  207th  regi- 
ment of  militia,  commanded  by  Col.  William  I).  I>ond,  to  serve  as  ^uard  on 
tile  occasion.  l-^lder  vSa\v\'er,  at  the  recpiest  of  Damon,  ])reached  at  the  <;al- 
lows  tile  cnstomarx'  sermon  from  tlie  1  itli  chapter  of  Troverbs,  19  verse. 
"  So  he,  that  pnvsuetli  e\  )l,  ))nrsneth  it  to  liis  own  deatli."  .\t  the  gallows 
Damon  had  eousidc  i able  to  sa\' ;  amont;'  other  thini;s  he  claimed  he  was 
unconscious  at  the  time  he  committed  the  crime.  When  the  dro})  fell,  the 
fasteiiin^^s  to  the  rope  .i^a\  e  wa\',  and  Damon  fell  to  the  ;^ronnd.  He  appealed 
to  the  sherilT  to  snspend  his  punishment,  but  the  rope  was  readjusted,  and 
the  ham^in^  completed.  The  extraordinar\'  occasion,  the  incidents  of  the 
execution,  and  the  solemn  sermon  of  I^lder  Saw\'er,  made  a  deep  impression,, 
which  is  still  vivid  in  the  memor\'  of  tho>e  who  survive  and  were  i^resent  at 
the  melancholy  scene.  About  ten  years  before  these  events,  David  D.  Howe- 
had  been  executed  at  An^^elica  for  the  deliberate  murder  of  Othello  Church,, 
a  f(M-mer  citizen  of  Chautauqua  county,  who  had  settled  at  Cassadaj^a  in 
1X09,  and  subsequent! V  renujved  to  Alle*j^any  county.  The  execution  of 
Howe  in  Alle^^any,  of  the  three  Thayers  in  Krie,  and  of  Damon  in  Chautau- 
(pia,  ha\-e  always  ])een  re,L^;arded  as  im])ortant  events  in  those  localities,  and 
the  trial  t)f  these  olTenders,  as  amontj^  the  celebrated  causes  of  western  New 
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York.  **  Before  Damon  was  hung  is  supposed  to  represent  a  period  of 
time  very  remote  in  the  mind  of  the  old  settler. 

The  hanjT^ing  of  Damon  was  the  last  public  execution  in  the  state.  It 
was  a  subject  of  so  much  interest  at  the  time  and  since  that  a  few  more  facts 
respecting  Damon  and  his  relatives  may  be  of  interest.  Joseph  Damon  was 
born  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  I^Iarch  18,  1800.  He  was  the  son  of  Stephen  and 
Hannah  Damon.  He  came  with  his  parents  and  his  three  broth.ers,  vStcphen, 
Martin  and  North,  to  Chautaucpia  county  in  1S16.  They  all  lived  upon  a 
farm  in  Pom  fret  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Hlisha  Norton,  Little  is 
known  about  vStcphen.  He  was  a  half-brother  of  the  others.  Martin  was  a 
stone  cutter,  and  fashioned  many  of  the  gravest(jnes  that  are  so  numerously 
seen  in  the  early  binnal  ])laces  of  the  county,  ])articularly  the  old  cemetery 
at  I'Vedonia.  These  gravestones  are  readily  recognized  b\'  the  st\  le  of  the 
work,  as  well  as  the  material  out  of  which  they  are  made.  They  are  usually 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  are  valuable  as  hue  specimens  of  early 
skill.  Martin  carried  on  his  business  for  a  short  time  in  a  shop  at  or  near 
F'redonia.  He  was  the  most  respectable  of  the  family,  and  his  work  proves 
him  to  have  been  a  man  of  ability  in  his  business,  possessing  skill  and  taste. 
There  is  an  unique  and  almost  grotesque  specimen  of  his  work  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  iMcdonia.  Upon  an  ancient  stone  set  at  the  grave  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Abell,  who  died  in  1814,  he  has  represented  the  Day  of  Judgment. 
The  angel  (jabriel  is  seated  on  a  great  cloud,  with  a  great  trumju't  nearly  as 
long  as  his  body,  out  of  which  issues  the  words,  "  Ye  dead  arise,''  Come 
to  Judgment."  Other  angels  are  seated  on  the  cloud,  hiding  their  faces  in 
their  hands  as  if  weeping.  Beneath  them  tombstones  are  represented  as  fall- 
ing into  confusion,  and  the  dead,  with  bald  heads  and  curious,  chubby  faces, 
appear  to  be  ascending  out  of  open  graves.  The  execution  of  this  remark- 
able design  is  fine,  much  of  the  work  being  in  high  relief  The  stone  is  fast 
going  to  decay.  It  would  be  well  to  preserve  a  fac-simile  of  this  curious  piece 
of  workmanship  as  a  relic  of  the  past.  It  is  told  of  Martin,  who  had  a  ready 
and  sarcastic  wit,  that  a  leading  Fredonia  physician,  who  saw  him  at  work, 
jocosely  asked  him  if  it  was  his  custom  to  letter  the  gravestones  before  the 
person  for  whom  they  were  intended  had  died.  Martin  grimly  replied, 
*'  Not  unless  I  hear  he  is  your  patient."  Joseph  quarried  stone  on  the  farm. 
Soon  after  the  execution  North  Damon  went  to  Canada.  Subsequently  dark 
rumors  came  back  that  he,  too,  had  been  executed  for  murder.  Martin  died 
soon  after  the  death  of  Joseph. 

At  the  election  in  tlie  fall  of  18,^5,  Chauncey  J.  l*ox,  Whig,  was  elected 
state  senator  over  r»enjamin  Walworth  of  Chautau(pia,  Democrat,  by  a  small 
majority.  In  Chautauqua  county,  Dr.  Walworth  received  seven  majority. 
Richard  P.  Marvin  and  Benjamfn  Douglass,  Whigs,  were  elected  to  the 
assembly  over  Thomas  B.  Campbell  and  Bela  Tracy,  Democrats.    P>y  the 
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state  census  of  1835  the  county  had  44,869  inhabitants,  an  increase  of  10,212 
in  five  years. 

In  1835  the  Holland  Land  Company  contracted  their  unsold  lands,  and 
lands  of  which  there  were  outstanding  and  unexpired  contracts,  to  Truni- 
ball  Cary  and  George  W.  Lay.  It  was  understood  that  such  of  the  settlers 
as  could  not  pay  for  their  farms  would  be  compelled  to  renew  their  con- 
tracts, and  pay  a  certain  sum  per  acre  in  addition  to  the  original  pr  ce, 
and  such  interest  as  liad  accumulated  thereon.  This  proposed  exaction 
was  (  idled  the  Genesee  tariff,"  As  soon  as  this  fact  became  known 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  it  produced  great  excitement.  A  large  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  at  Jamestown  at  which  a  committee  was  appointed, 
.consisting  of  Hlial  T.  F'oote,  Oliver  Lee,  Samuel  Barrett,  Leverett  Barker 
and  George  T.  Camp,  to  confer  with  the  proprietors  at  Batavia,  and  ascertain 
dcfiniteh'  their  intentions  towards  the  settlers.  The  committee  so  appointed 
were  unable,  however,  to  obtain  satisfactor\'  information  as  to  the  matter. 
A  second  public  meeting  was  held  at  Mayville  January  8,  1836.  The  people 
were  now  greatly  aroused,  and  this  meeting  was  even  more  numeroush' 
attended  than  the  former  one.  Leverett  Barker  was  chosen  president,  and 
John  M.  lulson,  secretary.  James  Mullett  addressed  the  people  in  an  impres- 
sive speech.  Speeches  were  also  made  by  Judge  Foote  and  others  ;  a  com- 
mitttee  of  seven  was  appointed  by  the  chairman,  to  whicli  was  added  the 
chairman  and  secretary  of  this  meeting,  to  confer  with  William  Peacock,  the 
agent  of  the  company  for  Chautauqua  county.  Mr.  Peacock  received  the 
committee  coldly,  and  the  little  information  he  gave  them  was  very  unsatis- 
factory. The  result  of  this  conference  produced  great  excitement,  and  the 
excesses  which  followed  the  proposed  exactions  were  such  as  might  have 
been  expected. 

The  early  settlers  had  braved  a  wilderness,  and  wrought  for  themselves 
homes,  such  as  only  extreme  toil,  privation  and  hardship  could  accomplish. 
They  had  rallied  at  the  call  of  danger,  shed  their  blood,  and  perilled  their 
lives  in  defence  of  the  soil.  The  owners  had  grown  wealthy  b)'  the  industry 
of  the  settlers,  and  their  agents  rolled  in  fatness ;  to  impose  such  terms,  at  a 
time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  would 
deprive  the  settlers  of  their  farms,  and  compel  them  to  abandon  their  posses- 
sions, while  a  course  of  fair  dealing,  and  equitable  requirements  on  the  part 
of  the  owners,  would  enable  them,  after  a  few  more  years  of  toil,  to  call  the 
soil  on  which  the  hre  and  vigor  of  their  manhood  had  been  expended  their 
own,  was  more  than  they  would  submit  to  or  endure. —  If'nrn?/. 

There  were  small  gatherings  of  the  people  in  Gerry,  Kllicott  and  Hllery, 
in  which  the  subject  was  discussed.  The  more  it  was  talked  over,  the  more 
were  the  ^K'ople  incensed  and  inclined  to  resort  to  harsh  measures.  As  tlie 
result  of  these  leatherings,  a  meeting  was  called  at  Ilartfield,  which  was  not 
well  attended.    This  was  adjourned  by  common  consent  to  the  6th  of  hVb- 
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niary,  and  it  was  understood,  but  without  a  formal  declaration  to  that  efiect, 
that  the  purpose  would  be  the  tearing  down  of  the  land  olTice.  Notice  of 
this  nieetinj^  was  circulated  throuj^^h  the  interior  towns  of  the  county.  On 
the  6lh  of  February,  from  300  to  500  people  assembled  at  Barnhart's  inn  at 
Hartfield.  They  were  principally  from  Gerry,  KUery,  Charlotte,  Stockton, 
Poland,  EUicott,  Busti  and  Harmony.  Roland  Cobb  of  Gerry  was  chosen 
chairman.  Gen.  Georj^^e  T.  Camp  was  solicited  ])y  several  to  become  their 
leader  in  the  contemplated  enterprise,  but  he  declined,  and  in  an  earnest 
speech,  endeavored  to  induce  them  to  al)an(l()n  their  violent  intentions.  The 
chairman  also  said  that  tlie  Land  Company  mig^ht  yet  be  willing  to  make 
terms,  should  another  conference  be  had  with  them.  Nathan  Cheney,  an 
intelligent  and  resolute  old  settler,  who  stood  leaning  upon  a  sled-stake 
while  the  speeches  were  being  made,  now  abruptly  and  etTectively  addressed 
the  meeting  in  these  words  :  Those  who  are  going  to  ]\Iayville  with  me 
fall  into  line."  The  whole  assemblage  at  once  obeyed  the  order,  chose  Che- 
ney for  their  leader,  George  Van  Pelt  from  Charlotte  for  lieutenant,  formed 
into  line  and  marched  a  short  distance  west  of  the  Piarnes'  store  in  Hartfield 
and  halted.  Cheney  then  called  for  25  of  the  stronger  men  to  do  the  work 
of  demolishing  the  land  office.  The  number  called  for  promptly  ste}")ped  for- 
ward. Among  them  were  Harrison  Persons,'  (the  Allegany  pilot,)  Zeke" 
Powers,  (noted  for  his  strength,  and  afterwards  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war 
where  he  lost  his  life),  Coon"  and  Jim  Decker,  liill"  Pickard,  Peter 
Strong  and  John  Coe  (Ironi  Pickard  street  in  Ivllery),  and  other  strong  and 
resolute  men.  'J^he  peoi)U'  then  resumed  their  march  in  double-file  for  May- 
ville,  the  sapj)ers  and  miners  with  Persons  and  Powers  as  leaders  in  advance. 
The  only  arms  they  carried  were  axes  and  crow-bars,  and  some  hoop-poles 
taken  from  a  cooper's  shop  on  their  march.  Two  kegs  of  powder  were  taken 
along,  although  no  use  was  made  of  them.  When  the  party  arrived  at  the 
Land  Office  (which  was  at  about  8  oY'lock  in  the  evening),  Cheney  posted 
the  sa])pers  and  miners  upon  three  of  its  sides,  and  paraded  the  rest  of  the 
party  around  these  workmen  to  guard  them  from  outside  interference.  As  a 
light  was  burning  in  the  building  when  they  arrived,  admittance  was  first 
demanded  to  which  no  response  was  given.  Cheney,  in  a  strong  voice  then 
gave  the  order  to  strike,  which  was  obeyed,  and  all  the  windows  came  out 
with  a  crash.  The  door  was  broken  down,  and  an  entrarce  to  the  building 
effected.  A  costly  clock  was  disposed  of  by  the  blow  of  an  axe.  A  valuable 
map  of  the  county,  upon  which  every  farm  was  delineated,  was  destroyed. 
The  axemen  made  light  work  of  the  furniture  and  woodwork.  They  cut  the 
posts  and  canted  the  building  over.  They  found  some  difficulty  in  opening 
the  vault  that  contained  the  safe,  which  was  made  of  solid  mason-work  01 
cut  stone.  Van  Pelt  pried  out  the  keystone  with  an  iron  bar  ;  ochers  took 
one  of  the  piHars  of  the  building  and  used  it  as  a  battering  ram,  and  strong 
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arms  soon  battered  down  the  door  of  tlie  vault.  The  iron  safe  enclosed  was 
pried  open,  and  half  a  cord  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  company  were 
taken  out,  placed  on  a  sleij^-li  and  carried  to  Hartfield  where  a  bonfire  was 
made  and  they  were  burned.  Some  of  them,  however,  were  carried  away 
by  the  people  and  have  been  preserved.  The  party  dispersed  and  went  to 
their  homes  about  midniiLi^ht. 

The  most  of  those  en<^a<^ed  in  this  affair  held  contracts  for  the  purchase 
of  land,  and,  in  many  instances,  would  have  suffered  ruinous  consequences 
from  the  company's  exaclions.  The  proceedinj^^s  were  conducted  in  an 
orderl\'  manner,  and  those  en^a*;ed  were  j^eneralh'  sober,  resolute  men.  No 
liquor  was  used  excei)t  while  the  work  of  demolishing^- the  buiUlin<i^  and  open- 
ing- the  vault  was  j^oing^  on.  While  the  people  were  on  their  way  from  Hart- 
field  to  Mayville,  Peacock  was  notified  of  their  comin<^,  and  left  his  office 
and  took  refuge  at  the  house  of  Donald  McKenzie,  and  after  remaining-  a  short 
time  longer  in  Mayville,  he  went  to  Erie.  Xo  further  communication  was 
had  between  the  Holland  Land  Company  or  their  agents  and  the  settlers 
until  183S,  when  a  sale  was  made  of  the  company's  lands  to  Duer,  Morrison 
and  Seward,  who  opened  an  office  in  Westfield  where  their  business  was  con- 
ducled  without  disturbances  or  dissatisfaction.  I 

In  1S36  the  Chautauqua  County  Mutual  Insurance  Company  was  incor- 
porated. Its  place  of  business  was  Fredonia.  The  Westfield  and  Nettle 
Hill  Turnpike  Company  was  incorporated  in  this  year  for  the  purpose  of 
construeling  a  turnpike  road  between  Westfield  and  Nettle  Hill.  Upon  the 
supposition  that  the  New  York  <S:  Erie  Railroad  would  be  constructed  along 
the  valleN'  of  Cassadaga  creek  to  Cassadaga  lake,  and  thence  desceud  the 
northern  face  of  the  Ridge  to  Dunkirk,  a  charter  was  granted  for  its  con- 
struction from  a  point  near  the  junction  of  the  Cassadaga  creek  with  the 
Chautauqua  outlet,  through  the  village  of  Jamestown,  westwardly  to  the 
western  boundary  of  the  state  in  the  direction  of  Erie  in  Pa."  A  company 
with  a  capital  stock  of  Si  2,000  was  also  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  railroad  from  Phedonia  to  \'an  Ihiren  Harl)()r.  None  of  these  projecls 
were  ever  carried  out. 

At  the  general  election  held  in  the  fall  of  1836,  Martin  Yan  Puren,  Dem- 
ocrat, was  elected  president  over  William  Henry  Harrison,  Whig.  William 
L.  Marcy  and  John  Tracy  were  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor,  and  Jesse  Puel  and  Gamaliel  H.  liarstow  were  nom- 
inated by  the  Whigs.  After  it  became  evident  that  the  United  States  bank 
would  not  be  re-chartered,  great  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  legis- 
lature to  obtain  charters  for  state  banks,  and  the  influence  which  it  was  seen 
monied  instituti(Mis  could  exert  upon  the  legislature  when  they  combined, 
alarmed  thinking  men,  and  led  them  to  inquire  into  the  i)ro})riety  of  the 
granting  of  exclusive  rights  to  any  class  of  men  whatever.     This  brought 


into  existence  tlie  "  Eqnal  Rij^lUs  "  party  opposed  to  monopolies.  The  indi- 
viduals composing-  it  were  mostly  residents  of  the  cUy  of  New  York.  At  a 
political  mcetin^i;-  held  in  Tammany  Hall  in  1835,  a  struj^^le  occurred  between 
the  anti-monopolists  and  their  opj)onents  for  the  control  of  the  ori^anization 
of  the  meeting-,  in  the  course  of  which  the  ,L(as  li<.;hts  were  suddenly  extini;- 
uished.  The  anti-monopolists  had  provided  themsel\-es  with  loco-foco 
matches  and  candles,  and  the  room  was  instantly  lelij^hted.  The  anti-mono})- 
olists  were  thereafter  called  I^oeo  I'ocos.  Tliey  nominated  Isaac  »S.  vSmith  of 
Ihiffalo  for  governor,  and  Moses  Jacpies  for  lieutenant-governor.  In  the  fall 
eleclion  in  183''),  thi>  ])arty  i)olled  a  stn^ig  vote  in  the  cily  of  New  York  ; 
the  next  )ear  tlie\-  united  with  the  Democrats.  The  result  of  the  election 
"was  that  Marcy  and  Tracy  were  elected  governor  and  lieuten;int-governor. 
In  ChautaiKpia  county  the  Whigs  polled  3,895  votes,  and  the  Democrats 
3,120.  The  Whig-  majority  was  ljut  775.  Ihiell  recei\  ed  3,855  votes,  Marcy 
3,153  in  Chautauqua  county.  lUielTs  majority  in  the  county  was  702. 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  Whig,  was  elected  to  congress  over  ()li\er  Lee,  Demo- 
crat, his  majority  in  Chautautpia  county  l)eing  1,076.  Alvin  Plumb,  Calvin 
Rumsey  and  William  Wilcox,  Whigs,  were  elected  to  the  assem1)ly  over 
Thomas  P>.  Campbell,  James  Hall  and  Daniel  I>.  Parsons,  Democrats. 

In  1837  an  act  was  passed  appointing  commissioners  and  authorizing  the 
survey  of  a  road  from  P^edonia  to  Jamestown  through  the  valley  of  the  Cas- 
.sadaga  creek.  The  survey  was  nuide  1:>ut  nothing  further  was  done.  The 
village  of  Dunkirk  was  incorporated  this  year. 

At  this  period  speculation  was  rife  particularly  in  real  estate.  The 
country  had  been  during  the  years  immediateh-  previous  in  a  state  of 
unexampled  prosperity.  The  nation's  credit  stood  high  in  all  countries. 
]\Ioney  was  abundant  and  the  farmer  and  laborer  were  receiving  full  com- 
pensation for  their  toil.  Lands,  both  uncultivated  and  imj)ro\ed,  began  to 
rise  in  value,  which  was  first  observed  in  1833.  Speculation  in  real  estate 
was  now  under  full  headway.  Along  the  lakes,  wherever  there  was  a  har- 
bor or  the  sign  of  one,  a  city  was  laid  out,  and  its  pro})rietors  for  the  time 
being  were  supj)osed  to  j)o'ssess  great  wealth.  In  the  end  tliese  speculations 
resulted  disastrously  to  the  whole  country.  They  affected  Dunkirk  more 
seriously  than  the  rest  of  the  county. 

The  termination  of  the  New  York  »S:  P^rie  railroad  at  this  ])lace,  jxrinted 
it  out,  to  those  most  deeph'  affected  with  the  contagion,  as  a  spot  on  which 
operations  of  the  kind  miglit  be  carried  on,  for  a  while  at  least,  with  success. 
The  rage  for  corner  lots  and  eligible  sites  was  rife,  and  ran  to  so  high  a 
pitch,  that  men  of  all  pursuits — farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  lawyers,  and 
even  ministers  of  the  gospel,  embarked  upon  the  wild  sea,  without  rudder  or 
ballast,  with  nothing  to  proj)el  them  but  a  whirlwind  that  soon  scattered 
them  in  broken  fragments  upon  a  lee  shore.  The  general  result  has  been 
a  stagnation  of  trade,  depreciation  in  the  prices  of  all  kinds  of  property,  the 
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niin  and  entire  prostration  of  many  families  who  liad  been  in  prosperons  cir- 
cumstances and  on  tlie  lii<;-li  road  to  competence  and  even  independence,  and 
the  liopeless  bankrn])tcy  of  thousands  of  others.  Thou.t^h  affected  to  a  *;-reater 
decree,  this  villa.i^e  (Dunkirk)  was  not  alone  in  its  madness.  Most  of  the 
other  viUa<;es  were  more  or  less  influenced  by  the  mania  that  swept  over  the 
land,  and  suffered  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  operations. —  jyarrefi. 

An  increasinii;-  interest  in  tlie  subject  of  agriculture  had  been  manifested  for 
several  years.  The  society  that  had  been  formed  in  1820,  went  down  in  a  few 
years  fur  tlie  want  of  patronage  b)'  the  state.  It  was  now  revi\'ed.  vSome 
citizens  had  met  at  tlie  courthouse  in  Ma\  ville,  in  October  1S37,  to  organize 
an  agricultural  society.  Jcdiah  Tracy  was  chosen  president,  and  William 
Prender<;ast,  2nd,  secretary.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1S37,  when  the  "Chautauqua  County  Agricultural  Society''  was 
organized.  William  Prendergast,  2nd,  was  chosen  president ;  Henry  Baker 
Timoth>'  Judson,  Thomas  !>.  Campbell  and  Klias  Clark,  vice-presidents  ;  E. 
P.  Upham,  secretary  ;  Jediah  Tracy,  treasurer. 

At  the  annual  election  in  1837  the  Whig  candidates  were  elected.  Jud- 
.son  Southland  was  chosen  sheriff  over  John  Z.  Saxton  by  959  majority. 
George  W.  Tew,  couuty  clerk,  over  Joshua  R.  Babcock  by  1,136  majority, 
and  Oeorge  A.  French,  Abuer  Lewis  and  Thomas  J.  Allen  were  elected  to 
the  assembly  over  Otis  Skinner,  CTideon  l{vansand  Pearson  Crosb\'.  Thomas 
B.  Campbell  was  reap|)ointed,  and  Thomas  A.  Osborne  was  appointed  judge 
of  the  count\'  C(jurt. 


CHAPTER  XXXVHI. 

1838-1S44.  ^    '  r 

"  X  THE  winter  of  1837  and  1838  occurred  the  ''Patriot  War.''  Many  of 
the  people  of  Canada  were  discontented  with  the  British  government, 
particularly  tiie  French  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada.  An  armed  rebel- 
lion broke  o!it  there,  which  was  finally  suppressed  with  some  loss  of  life. 
Uprisings  of  a  less  serious  character  occured  in  I ;]:>per  Canada.  The  little 
steamboat  Caroline,"  owned  by  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  was  captured  by  the 
British  at  Schlosser  on  the  Xiagara  ri\-er,  set  on  fire  and  sent  over  the  Falls. 
One  person  was  killed  and  several  wounded.  This  affair  caused  much 
excitement  in  ChautatKjua  county.  A  meeting  was  held  in  January  at  the 
courthouse  at  Ma\  ville  of  which  William  Peacock  was  chairman,  and  George 
W.  Tew,  secretary.  A  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions 
with  reference  to  the  outrage  at  Schlosser.    Strong  resolutions  were  passed 
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condemning  the  act,  and  in  favor  of  military  preparations  to  protect  the 
borders  of  the  coinitry  against  further  outrages.  Gen.  T.  J.  Sutlierland,  a 
patriot  leader,  visited  the  county.  Some  enlistments  were  obtained.  Secret 
lodges  of  "  hunters,"  were  formed  along  the  frontier  of  Canada  to  collect 
munitions,  and  aid  the  "  patriots."  200  or  300  stands  of  arms  had  been 
gathered,  and  were  stored  for  the  use  of  the  patriots  "  at  Krcdonia.  A 
body  of  U.  S.  troops  under  General  Worth,  was  sent  up  Lake  lu  ie  to  sup- 
press these  unlawful  proceedings.  They  stopi)ed  at  Dunkirk,  and  marched 
to  Fredonia  to  break  up  the  'Miunters  lodge  "  there.  Several  wagon-loads 
of  arms  and  anny  supplies  were  captured.  Among  those  who  ventured  into 
Canada  and  took  up  arms  in  the  patriots'  cause,  was  Linus  W.  Miller,  who 
resided  in  Stockton.  He  was  taken,  tried,  condemned,  and  punished  by 
transportation  to  the  island  of Van  Diemen's  Land."  After  an  absence  of 
nearly  eit^ht  years,  he  returned  to  this  county.  The  story  of  his  caj^tivity  is 
told  in  the     Notes  of  an  Exile,"  which  he  published. 

The  winter  of  the  Patriots'  War"  (1837  and  1838)  was  one  of  the  mild- 
est that  has  ever  visited  Chautauqua  county.  Vessels  navigated  Lake  Erie 
during  the  winter,  even  in  January. 

An  amusing  episode  occurred  this  year  in  Ellington,  the  "  Indian  War," 
which  is  well  remembered  b\'  many  people  in  the  eastern  i)art  of  the  county. 
This  account  of  it  is  written  by  the  lion.  T.  A.  Case  of  Ellington  : 

Pro])abh'  no  event  has  ever  occurred  in  the  histor)'  of  bUlinglon  which, 
for  a  brief  period,  more  thoroughly  aroused  the  people,  or  produced  greater 
sensation  than  the  Indian  War."  In  the  forenoon  of  January  6,  1838,  a 
single  Indian  from  the  neighboring  Cattaraugus  reservation,  had  strayed  over 
into  the  Bentley  neighborhood,  west  of  Olds'  Corners  on  the  old  Chautauqua 
road,  ostensibly  in  pursuit  of  some  lost  stock.  In  that  nci.^h])orhood  lived 
John  Xilcs,  a  dissipated  fellow,  who  had  that  day  been  imbibing  too  freely, 
and  had  sat  down  half-reclining  by  a  log  near  the  roadside  in  the  edt;eofthe 
forest  in  a  drunken  stu))or.  Just  as  the  Indian  had  ])as^ed  this  point,  tlie 
granddaughter  of  Xiles,  a  simple-minded  girl  named  Mere)',  a  daughter  of 
Eldred  IJentle)'  ap])eared  u\)(m  the  scene.  vShe  saw  her  grandfatlier  h  ing 
a]")parently  lifeless  by  the  roadside,  his  parted  clothing  disclosing  a  red  shirt. 
She  saw  the  retreating  form  of  the  Indian  as  he  disa])jK'ared  along  the  forest 
road,  and,  with  scarce  a  second  look,  her  excited  imagination  ])eo]iled  the 
forest  with  Indians,  and  turned  her  grandfather's  red  shirt  into  a  blood-stained 
garment.  vShe  ran  to  the  house  of  the  nearest  neighbor,  John  Mall,  telling 
him  in  her  excitement  that  the  Indians  had  murdered  her  grandfather,  that 
the  woods  were  full  of  them,  and  that  tliey  were  murdering  all  the  white 
people.  Hall,  startled  l)y  the  girl's  story,  and  not  sto])i)ing  to  k  arn' of  its 
truth,  sj>rang  u])on  his  horse  and  started  on  a  run  west  along  the  old  Chau- 
tauqua road,  calling  loudly  at  every  house  that  ''the  Indians  were  over  in 
the  Bentley  neighborhood,  and  were  murdering  all  the  white  people."  He 
continued  his  wild  race  west  to  the  Bates  settlement,  then,  turning,  rode 
down  the  valley  through  Ellington  village  to  Clear  Creek,  and  back  to  Olds* 
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Corners,  sliontin,!^  tlie  terri]:)le  news  as  he  ran.  Upon  reachin<i;-  the  latter 
place  his  horse  expired  and  the  chase  ended.  But  the  story,  takin<^  on  addi- 
tional terrors,  spread  with  alarniinf^^  rapidity.  The  men  in  the  several  nei<2:h- 
borlioods,  after  ^^-athc-rin^;  tlieir  families  in  some  central  place  of  refu<^e,  pro- 
ceeded with  such  weap(jns  as  the)-  ])Ossess<jd  to  the  place  of  condiel:.  Col. 
Knapp,  of  Clear  Creek,  who  had  command  of  the  militia,  with  commendable 
f()rellu>u.L,^Iit  i^rouud  u|)  his  sword  preparatory  to  the  conflicl:.  Women  heated 
water  with  wliicli  to  scald  the  iux'aders.  The  principal  place  of  rendezvous 
was  at  the  house  of  iJeuj.  ]\llswortli,  a  mile  or  two  west  of  the  scene  of  the 
outbreal;,  A  uiesseiii^er  was  sent  to  vSinclair\  ille  to  warn  out  tlie  militia, 
but,  as  the  iulia1)itauts  j^athered  toi^etlier  to  do  b;ittle  for  their  families  and 
tlieir  liomes,  a  messeni^er  c-ame  aunounciui;-  the  cruise  of  tlie  trouljle,  where- 
upon the  lieroes  asseml)led,  after  cou^ratulatiu^^  one  another  upon  their  mil- 
itary |u"owe>s,  auvl  tlieir  success  in  their  cam])ai!i;n  aii^ainst  the  ludiaus,  for- 
mally (lecku'e(l  peace,  and  returr.ed  to  their  affri<^hted  families  and  once  nujre 
])eaceful  iiresides. 

On  tile  14th  of  June,  1^38,  the  steamboat  Washington,''  on  her  down- 
ward trip  to  lUitkilo,  when  about  tweh'c  miles  below  Dunkirk  but  several 
miles  from  slujre.  was  discox'ered  to  be  on  hre.  She  immediatel)'  steered  for 
the  nearot  harl)or,  Silver  Creek,  but  the  {lames  spread  so  rapidly  that  she 
soon  became  crippled,  and  was  sinkini:;'  when  the  steamboat  North  Amer- 
ica" ho\-e  in  sij^lit,  took  her  in  tow,  and  succeeded  in  j^ettinj^  her  within  two 
miles  of  tile  shore  when  she  sunk.    Tweh'e  of  the  70  on  board  were  lost. 

In  the  fall  elections  of  1838  William  H.  vSeward  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Whiles  for  L;()vern«'r,  and  William  L.  Marcy  of  the  Democrats.  vSeward  was 
elected.  His  majority  in  Cliautau<jua  counts'  was  i,<;()9.  Ricluird  V.  Mar- 
vin was  reelected  to  CijiUi^ress  over  Charles  H.  vS.  Williams;  Abner  Lewis, 
Waterman  I%llsworth  and  Timoth\' Judson  were  elected  to  the  assembly  o\'er 
Ro(lue\-  1).  Smith,  l^lias  Clark  and  I^than  Sawin.  Klial  T.  Foote  was  reap- 
})oiuteri  first  jud;^e,  and  Jt)se])li  Wait  district  attornex'. 

At  the  electi«»n  in  the  fall  of  1839  Abram  Dixon,  WhiiL^,  of  this  county 
was  elected  to  the  state  senate.  His  majorit)'  in  the  county  over  Isaac  R. 
IClwovul,  the  Deuiocriitic  candidate  wa^  1,337.  Oeorj^e  A.  French,  (  )din  Ben- 
edict and  William  Rice  were  elected  to  the  assembly  ov'cr  Thonuis  I).  Camp- 
bell, JcUues  Hall  ami  Jonatiian  Patterson.  At  the  meetinj^  of  the  board  of 
su])er\  i>ors  of  this  }  ear,  certificates  were  j^ranted  for  wolves  killed  in  Busti 
and  Clymer.  The  vear  1839  closed  with  the  heaviest  fall  of  snow  in  tlie 
record  of  tlie  cour.tw  This  snow  storm  is  still  fresh  in  the  recollecti<Mi  of  all 
old  residents.  About  Christmas  in  a  short  time  the  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of 
foui-  feet.  The  wind  heajied  it  into  drifts,  rendering;  the  roads  enliiely 
impa^sabU-.  All  coiiimunieation  was  vui  o!"f,  e\'en  between  tlie  nearest  nei.^h- 
bors.  ]*!ocks  we:e  b'uied  in  the  drifts,  and  j^hysicians  were  interrupted  in 
their  duties,  re>ultim^-  in  ^-ome  instances  in  the  death  of  their  patients. 

In  iS.j..  >  tile  temperance  cause  was  j^reatl)'  promoted  b\'  the  efforts  of  the 
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Washiiigtonians."  Great  numbers  of  people  who  were  in  the  liabit  of 
drinkinj^  sij^ned  the  pledge,  and  many  drunkards  were  reformed.  The 
*'  Washingtonians  "  were  succeeded  about  1850  ])y  the  "  vSons  of  Temperance," 
who  accomplished  much  good.  A  marked  improvement  by  this  time  mani- 
fested itself  in 'the  habits  of  the  people  with  regard  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
drinks.  S])irituous  liquors  were  banished  from  many  ])laces  where  before 
they  had  been  regarded  as  indispensable.  The  more  ardent  friends  of  tem- 
perance now  begin  to  invoke  legislative  aid  to  promote  the  cause,  but 
whether  with  more  success  than  l)y  the  earlier  methods  of  moral  suasion  is 
by  no  means  certain.  Conij^ulsory  laws  excite  opposition.  \'irtue,  morality 
and  religion  are  not  the  ])roducts  of  force,  but  the  results  of  kindness,  reason 
and  education.    At  })resent  the  leading  temperance  organization   is  the 

Good  Templars."  It  has  lodges  in  most  of  the  towns,  which  are  exerting 
a  good  inlluence  with  the  young.  The  most  potent  influence  to  j^romote 
temperance  reform,  is,  however,  the  home  inlluence,  especially  that  of  tlie 
mother,  with  the  son  in  his  youth.  If,  through  the  inefficienc}"  of  parents, 
this  fails,  little  is  to  be  ex];)ecte(l  from  the  weak  machinery  of  temperance 
organizations,  and  less  from  the  still  weaker  expedients  of  the  law. 

By  the  census  taken  in  1S40  the  population  of  the  county  w.as  found  to 
be  47,551,  being  an  increase  of  l)ut  2,672  in  five  )  ears.  liy  the  census  of 
3835  the  increase  of  populatioJi  had  been  10,212  during  the  five  i)recee(ling 
years.  This  remarkal^le  falling  off  in  the  increase  of  }X)pulation  from  1835 
to  1840,  is  believed  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  emigration  from  Chautaucpia 
county  to  the  west  had  been  nnsually  large.  According  to  this  census  12,195 
citizens  of  the  county  were  engaged  in  agriculture,  2,cjS8  in  trades  and 
manufactures,  341  in  the  learned  professions,  344  in  commerce,  and  104  in 
navigation. 

The  })residential  election  of  1840  was  perhaps  the  most  exciting  and  mem- 
orable ])olitical  contest  ever  held  in  the  county.  William  Henrv  Harrison 
arid  John  T\  ler  were  riominated  by  the  Whigs  for  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent. Martin  \'anl>uren  was  nominated  for  president  and  Richard  M.  John- 
son and  James  K.  Polk  were  nominated  by  different  states  for  vice-president 
by  the  Democrats.  The  Whigs  were  most  active  and  successful  in  carr\-ing 
on  the  canwass.  Several  new  and  novel  features  were  introduced  in  this 
political  cam])aign.  Immense  mass-meetings  were  held  throughout  the  slate 
and  nation.  At  New  York,  Syracuse,  Poughkeepsie  and  other  ])laces  they 
were  attended  it  is  said  by  10,000,  20,000  and  30,000  peoj)le.  Me-n  of  inllu- 
ence and  ability  as  speakers  traveled  tlmMigh  the  state,  and  came  from  other 
states  to  address  the  ])eople.  These  meetings  were  enlivened  and  enthusiasm 
was  excited  by  stirring  campaign  songs  and  convivial  entertainment.  The 
gentler  sex  gave  countenance  to  and  attended  the  meetings,  which  was 
regarded  by  many  as  an  unwonted  innovation.    Tliis  exciting  canvass  has 
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sometimes  been  called  the  'Mo<^-cabin  "  and  hard  cider"  campaig^n.  Those 
terms  were  used  in  compliment  to  General  Harrison,  whose  life  had  been 
mostly  spent  amoni^  the  pioneers  of  the  West.  Hard  cider  was  the  ruling 
beverai^e.  ho^^  cabins  were  erected  through  the  country,  and  mo\'ed 
on  wheels  from  one  mass-meeting  to  another.  .  ''Coon"  skins  were 
conspicuously  displayed,  and  the  people  loudly  shouted  f(jr  "  Tippecanoe  and 
Tyler  too."  The  ])eo])le  were  all  absorbed  with  the  approachiug  presidential 
election.  Nowhere  was  there  more  excitement  and  enthusiasui  than  in  this 
count)'.     A  barbecue  and  large  mass-meetings  were  held  at  various  ]>laces. 

At  this  election  the  opponents  to  slaver\',  the  "Libert)'"  part)',  i)laced 
candidates  In  tlie  field.  At  the  "  Western  New  York  Anti-Slaver\'  Society  " 
meeting  held  the  )-ear  before  at  Warso.w,  James  G.  I>irne)',  of  X.  Y.,  was 
nominated  for  president,  and  l-'raucis  J.  Ivenio)'Ue  of  Penns)'l\'ania  for  vice- 
president. 

Tlie  result  of  these  extraordinary  exertions  was  to  bring  out  almost  the 
entire  vote  of  the  country.  Tlie  Whigs  gained  a  complete  triumph  in  the 
state  and  nation,  electing  Harrison  and  T)'ler,  president  and  vice-])resident. 
In  this  county  Harrison  received  the  extraordinary  number  of  5,985  votes, 
\'an  JUiren  5,345  and  Kirne)'  23,  the  Whig  majority  being  2,617.  William 
H.  vSeward,  the  Whig  candidate  for  governor  was  also  elected.  He  received 
in  this  county  5,755  votes,  W.  C.  Ik)uck,  the  Democratic  candidate  received 
3,485  votes,  and  Gerrit  vSniith,  the  Liberty  party  "  candidate,  20  votes. 
Amos  W.  Mu//\-,  Whig,  was  elected  sheriff  over  David  McDonald,  Demo- 
crat, Jolin  G.  Ilinckle)-,  Whig,  clerk  over  (jeorge  A.  Crreen,  Denu)crat,  and 
Cjcorge  A.  I'rench,  Robertson  Whiteside  and  lienjamin  Douglas,  Whigs,  were 
elected  to  the  assembly  over  Ira  h\  (yleason,  ( )rsell  Cook  and  William  CoK 
ville,  Jr.,  Democrats.  Ivlisha  Ward  and  John  Chandler  were  appointed  judges 
of  tlie  count)'  courts. 

President  Harrison  appointed  Daniel  Webster  secretary  of  state.  He  was 
the  onl\-  olTicer  of  Harrison's  cabinet  who  served  in  T)'ler\s  administration. 
While  lie  was  in  the  cabinet,  the  question  respecting  the  northwestern 
boundar)-  of  the  United  .States  was  under  consideration.  Daniel  Webster 
at  this  time  visited  this  countv  to  interview  Donald  McKenzie,  at  Mayville. 
McKenzie  was  born  in  Scotland  of  distinguished  lineage,  came  to  Canada 
earl)'  in  the  ]>re>ent  centur\',  for  eight  \'ears  was  engaged  in  the  fur  business. 
In  1S09  he  l)ecame  one  of  the  partners  of  John  Jacob  Astor  in  the  fur  trade 
and  was  estal)lished  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  where  he  remained 
until  1S12.  In  [821  he  joined  the  Hudson  I>ay  Company,  and  was  one  of 
the  council  and  chief  factors,  witli  his  headcpiarters  at  Kort  (kirry,  and  was 
afterwards  governor  of  the  Company.  In  1832  he  removed  to  May  ville,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death  in  1851.  His  life  was  full  of  adventure  and 
peril.     When  Webster  visited  McKenzie,  became  from  Buffalo  to  Barcelona 
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and  tlience  to  Mayville  in  a  covered  carria<:^e.  His  ]:)urpose  was  to  ascertain 
such  facts  ])earin<;  npon  tlie  northwestern  l)oundary  controversy  between  tlic 
United  States  and  Ivnj^land  as  were  in  tlie  possession  of  McKenzie.  His  visit 
was  a  <^overnnient  secret,  and  known  at  tlie  time  by  ]n\t  few.  Jnd^c  Wil- 
liam Peacock  was  anionic  tlic  number.  Webster  remained  one  day  and  two 
ni,i;hts  at  the  residence  of  McKenzie. 

In  1S41  a  very  lar^e  wolf  was  killed  in  Villenova.  He  was  the  last  of 
his  species  that  haunted  the  forests  in  the  eastern  part  of  tlie  county.  It 
had  killed  a  flock  of  12  sheep  beloni^inj^  to  a  Mr.  Hunter  in  the  CouewanjL^^o 
vallc)',  and,  beinj^  ])ursued,  took  refui^e  in  the  wilderness  coinUr\-  in  the 
northeastern  portion  of  Charlotte.  From  thence  it  sallied  forth  a«;ainst  the 
sheepfolds  in  the  lake  settlement,  killin.^-  three  sheep  one  nij^ht,  and  one  the 
next.  Its  track  was  then  followed  nii^ht  and  day  by  many  peo[)le.  Horns 
were  blown  at  intervals  to  mark  the  direction  of  its  travels.  vSo  successful 
was  it  in  avoiding-  pursuers,  that  it  was  not  destroyed  until  after  ])eing  hunted 
31  days.  The  writer  remend^ers  to  have  seen  the  stuffed  skin  when  a  school- 
boy. The  peoj^le,  particularly  the  school-children,  were  ^iven  an  opportu- 
nity to  see  it.  It  was  mounted  upon  a  slei<;h,  and  carried  throu^i^h  several 
towns  on  exhibition.  We  have  official  record  of  the  occurrence.  The  pro- 
ceediniL^s  of  the  board  of  sujK'rvisors  of  this  year  show  that  If  a  bounty  of  $10 
was  allowed  vSewall  vSpauldin<^^  for  killing;  a  full  <^nown  wolf  in  the  town  of 
Villenova."    This  is  the  last  record  of  the  kind  entered  upon  its  minutes. 

The  same  inn'tion  of  Lake  ICrie  where  three  years  before  the  steand)oat 
"Washington  was  lost,  was  the  scene  of  the  most  terrible  catastrophe  that 
ever  occurred  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie.  August  9th,  1S41,  the  steamboat 
"  Erie,''  Captain  Titus,  left  Buffalo  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  for  Chicago,  with  over 
250  persons  on  board.  When  olTvSilver  Creek,  about  3  o'clock,  a  carboy  of 
copal  varnish  which  had  been  placed  on  the  upper  deck  near  the  smoke 
stack,  became  heated  and  burst.  The  boat  had  been  painted  and  varnished, 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  whole  of  the  uj)per  part  of  the  vessel  was  enveloped 
in  Hauies.  At  once  the  dreadful  alternative  of  death  b\'  fire  or  water  was 
forced  ui)on  the  passengers.  They  all  leai)ed  into  the  lake  without  life  pre- 
servers or  the  slightest  article  of  buo\'ancy  to  sustain  them,  sa\-e  one,  who  it 
is  said  laid  himself  out  to  .die  on  the  beam  of  the  engine.  About  240  per- 
ished, of  whom  150  were  Swiss  emigrants.  vSwiss  mothers  were  seen  to 
throw  their  children  into  the  lake  and  then  to  ])lunge  in  themselves.  When 
the  flames  were  discovered,  the  DeWitt  Clinton,''  which  had  put  into  Dun- 
kirk a  short  time  before,  the  little  steamboat  Sylph,"  which  was  also  lying 
there,  and  other  small  boats  hastened  to  1  the  relief  of  the  burning  boat. 
They  saved  only  about  35  persons,  who  were  found  clinging  to  the  burning 
wreck  or  floating  on  pieces  of  boxes,  furniture  and  timber.  The  people  of 
Dunkirk  gathered  at  the  landing  and  shore  and  witnessed  the  appalling  scene. 
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The  lurid  flames  illiuninatino;  the  nijj^ht,  the  fearful  thon<^ht  that  human 
bein<4S  were  peris]^n^^^  sent  a  thrill  of  horror  through  eYery  heart.  The 
burning  Yessel  appeared  to  them  to  be  near  Battery  Point,  while  in  facfl  it 
was  seYeral  miles  out.  George  and  Sampson  Alton  and  Andrew  Wood  put 
out  in  a  little  hodl  with  a  mere  rag  of  a  sail,  and  saved  young  Lamberton  of 
lu'ie,  who  had  swam  two  miles  from  the  wreck.  Others  did  what  they  could, 
but  there  was  little  to  do  more  than  to  rescue  from  the  waves  the  bodies  of 
the  lost.  The  eoi  pst-s  of  the  drowue'l  coutinued  to  tloat  ashore  fo''  two  weeks 
or  more.  The  greater  nuiid)ei'  were  interred  at  Dunkirk,  many  in  vSilver 
Creek,  se\'en  in  vSlieritlan,  some  in  Irving,  and  a  few  at  \'anHuren.  b^our 
of  the  lost  had  been  residents  of  the  count)'. 

At  the  annual  election  in  Xo\-ember,  Rossiter  P.  Johnson,  ]%mor\'  l\ 
Warren  and  Au>lin  Pierce,  Whigs,  were  elected  to  the  assemljly  over  James 
Hall,  John  MeWhorter  and  vSuel  M.  Dickenson.  bVancis  IL  Ruggles  was 
ap[)ointed  judge  of  the  count)-  courts,  David  Mann,  district  attorne)'.  lyorcnzo 
Parsons  was  elected  dei)Uty  superintendent  of  connnon  schools  by  the  board 
of  su|)er\  isors.  ()din  P>enedict  was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  su])er- 
vi^rors,  and  Richard  Willing,  clerk. 

Among  the  industries  that  ha\'e  been  cultivated  in  this  county  was 
included  at  one  time  the  raising  of  silk.  As  early  as  1827  a  small  nundjer 
of  black  niul])err\-  trees,  })ioi'iis  ?ii^ra,  now  cultivated  for  ornament  and 
shade,  were  giown,  and  a  small  (piantit)' of  silkworms  were  raised.  A  smaller 
tree,  the  whik-  m nlbei  i  N',  niorits  allxt^  was  also  In'ought  int<j  the  counts' about 
the  same  time.  About  i  }  the  Chinese  mulberry,  nionts  innllicaitlis,  the 
lea\'es  of  which  were  Ix-st  suited  f  )r  Ibod  for  silkworms  was  introduced.  In 
1S41  an  act  was  passed  prt)\'iding  for  the  pa>'meut  of  a  bount\'  of  15  cents 
for  e\'er\'  ]>onnd  of  cocoons  raised,  and  50  cents  for  every  i)ound  of  reeled 
silk  made  from  cocoons  raised  in  the  count)'.  The  elfect  of  this  law  was  to 
stinudate  for  a  short  time  the  growing  of  silk.  Mulberry  groves  were  com- 
mon, and  silkworms  for  a  while  were  grown  in  considerable  numbers.  100 
poinids  of  silk  were  raised  in  the  count);-  in  -1842.  The  busii;ess  proved  to 
be  a  losing  speculaticju. 

This  year  William  C.  P>ouck  and  Daniel  S.  Dickenson  received  the  nomina- 
tion for  go\-enu)r  and  lieutenant-governor,  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  fvUther 
P>radish  and  (tabriel  Furman  recei\'ed  the  same  nominations  from  the  Whigs. 
Alvan  Stewart  was  the  Abolition  candidate  for  governor.  The  Democrats 
won.  Puck  received  in  this  count)'  3,485  votes,  liradish  5,070  and  Alvan 
Stewart  i^-.  }'jn(»r)-  V.  Warren,  (  )din  Penedict  and  .\dol])hus  I\  ^K)rrison, 
\\'higs,  Were  elected  to  the  assembly  over  Wootlley  \V.  Chandler,  Ivlijah 
Miller  anil  bha-Urs  Holt,  Denioerats, 

In  the  spring  of  1S43,  Capt.  Xathan  Prown,  of  Jamestown,  sent  down  the 
ri\-er  the  first  of  his  store  boats.    Until  the  building  of  the  railroad  to  James- 
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town,  these  boats  furnished  the  principal  means  for  the  transportation  to 
market  of  tlie  articles  manufactured  there.  From  the  year  1S43  to  18S0  Mr. 
Brown  built  154  of  these  boats,  loaded  them  with  worked  buildiniL;  material 
and  other  wood-work,  and  sent  them  down  the  ri\er,  selliui^  liis  cari^o  at 
])oints  alon^  tlie  Ohio  and  other  rivers,  and  finally  scUinj^^  his  Ixiat.  Thev 
were  finely  i)ainted,  three-ply  decked  flatboats,  with  llie  words,  Yankee 
Notion  "  painted  on  each.  Tlie  enterprise  of  Mr.  I>rown  made  him  and  his 
boats  familiarly  known  alon^  the  Alle<j^any,  Ohio  and  ^Mississippi  ri\ers  for 
many  years. 

At  the  county  convention  held  ])y  the  Whij^s  to  nominate  candidates  for 
county  officers,  John  G.  Hinckley  and  Alvin  Plumb  were  candidates  for  the 
nomination  of  county  clerk,  and  Mr.  Hinckley  received  the  nomination.  Mr. 
Plumb  was  much  dissatisfied  with  the  result,  clainuuf^  that  it  had  l)een  accom- 
plished by  unfair  means.  Charles  J.  Orton  was  nominated  for  sheriff  over 
Orrin  McClure,  who  was  also  dissatisfied  with  the  result.  Samuel  A.  P>rown, 
Timothy  Judson  and  Valorous  Lake  \yere  the  Whi;^^  candidates  for  the  assem- 
bly. The  friends  of  Plumb  and  McClure  united  with  the  Democrats  in  a 
comity  convention,  at  which  McClure  was  nominated  for  sheriff,  Plumb  for 
clerk,  Ivlijali  Waters  (a  Whii^),  Marcus  vSimons  and  I'orbes  Johnson,  (Demo- 
crats), were  nominated  for  the  assembly.  A  bitter  and  lon^-rememl)ered  con- 
test ensued,  one  of  the  most  memorable  local  political  campai<;ns  of  the 
county's  history.  The  result  was  that  McClure  was  elected  sheriff  over  Orton 
by  706  votes.  Wiseman  C.  Nichols,  the  candidate  of  the  Abolitionists, 
received  218  votes.  Plumb  was  elected  clerk  over  Hinckley  by  a  majority  of 
585.  William  Hedi^es,  the  candidate  of  the  Abolitionists,  received  164  votes. 
Waters,  Simons  and  Johnson,  the  candidates  upon  the  irre<^ular  ticket,  were 
all  elected.  This  year  Thomas  A.  Osborne  was  appointed  first  jud.<;e,  and 
John  M.  Edson  jud<;e.  Worthy  Putnam  was  elected  deputy  superintendent 
of  common  schools. 

Projects  for  a  division  of  the  county  commenced  with  its  very  oro;aniza- 
tion.  The  moment  that  the  county-seat  was  established  at  Ma\ville,  a 
movement  was  made  to  accomplish  the  division  of  the  county  which  has 
])c  t  n  from  time  to  time  renewed.  In  1S31  efforts  weic  made  to  secure  this 
object.  In  early  years  the  attempts  were  made  bv  the  residents  (jf  the 
northeastern  towns.  liills  have  several  times  been  roi>orte(l  to  one  or  the 
other  br.'inch  of  the  K  <^islature  for  this  ])ur])ose.  iCai  ly  in  18.14  ])etitions 
were  in  circulation  in  its  favor,  and  remonstrances  a«;ainst  it.  The  move- 
ment seems  to  have  ori<;inated  with  the  people  of  Fredonia.  A  well-attended 
public  meetint^,  at  which  the  most  of  the  towns  were  represented,  was  held 
at  the  courthouse  at  Mayville,  January  25,  of  whicli  John  M.  Kdson  was 
chairman.  Resolutions  were  passed,  and  effective  measures  taken  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  disaster. 
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Ill  March,  1844,  Alvaii  Cornell  was  tried  at  Mayville  before  Justice  Day- 
ton for  the  nuirder  of  his  wife  by  cutting  her  throat  with  a  razor  in  James- 
town. He  attempted  suicide  by  cutting  his  throat  but  failed.  The  prosecu- 
tion was  conducted  by  David  Mann,  the  district  attorney.  He  was  defended 
by  Samuel  A.  Hrown,  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the 
14th  of  March,  but  was  not  executed. 

The  presidential  election  in  i<S44  was  nearly  as  exciting  and  memorable 
for  the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  people  as  tliat  in  1840.  Just  one  month 
after  Gen.  Harrison  was  inaugurated  president  in  1841,  he  died,  and  John 
Tyler,  the  \  ice-president,  became  president.  The  favorite  measure  of  the 
Whig  party,  that  of  chartering  a  United  States  bank,  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  In  opposition  to  the  unanimous  advice  of  his 
cabinet.  President  Tyler  vetoed  it.  This  and  other  acts  of  President  Tyler 
entirely  alienated  his  part)',  whicli  fmally  openly  declared  war  against  him, 
and  the  Whigs  reaped  no  fruits  from  their  great  success  in  1840.  In  1844 
the  Whigs  nominated  their  favorite  leader,  great  orator,  and  eminent  and 
patriotic  statesjnaii  Henry  Cla\',  for  president,  and  Tlieodore  Frelinghuysen 
for  vice  ])resident.  Tlie  Democrats  nominated  James  K.  Polk  for  president, 
and  George  M.  Dallas  for  x'ice-president.  The  Liberty  ])arty  had  previously 
nominated  J,  (».  Pinie\'  and  Thomas  Morris  for  president  and  x'ice-president. 

The  pi  L'sidential  election  resulted  in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  ticket. 
In  Chautau(|ua  eounlN-  the  Whigs  received  5,612  votes,  the  Democrats  3,407 
votes  and  the  Abolitionists  314  votes.  Millard  iMllmore  and  Samuel  J.  Wil- 
kin were  nominated  b\-  the  Whigs  for  go\'ernor  and  lieutenant-governor. 
vSilas  Wrii^lit  and  Addison  ( iardner  were  nominated  b\-  the  Democrats  for 
tile  same  ofiices.  Tlie  lj])eial  ])art\-  nominated  Al\-in  Stewart  for  go\'ernor. 
The  Democratic  c;nulidates  were  elected.  In  Chautauijua  count\'  IMllmore 
reeei\-e<l  5,587  \otes,  Wiii^ht  5,4^>2  votes  and  vStewart  314  votes.  A])ner 
Lewis,  Whiu;,  w.is  elected  to  represent  the  31st  di>tiici  in  Congress  over 
Thomas  P.  Campbell,  Democrat.  vSamuel  A.  IJrown,  Henr\'  C.  I'risbee  and 
Jeremiah  Mann,  Whigs,  were  elected  to  the  assembly  over  Horace  Allen 
J()hn  I.  I{acker  and. George  (Goodrich,  I)enu)crat.s.  Calc]>  O.  Daughada\'  was 
a])])i)in.ted  indite. 
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constitutional  convention — CODE  ok  procedure — pioneer  llAR,  ETC. 

THE  state  census  was  taken  in  the  snninier  of  1S45.  The  returns  sliow 
tlie  popuLition  47,584,  a  falling  off  since  1840  of  993.  The  cause  of 
this  decrease  was  tlie  continued  emigration  to  the  west  from  this 
county.  May  13,  1845,  a  law  was  passed  sulimitting  to  the  vote  of  the 
people  at  the  next  annual  election  to  be  held  in  Xovembcr  of  1845,  the 
question  Whether  there  shall  be  a  convention  to  form  a  new  constitution 
The  act  provided  that  the  number  of  delegates  should  be  the  same  as  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  and  that  the  election  for  the  choice  of  delegates  should 
be  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  [846.  This  act  having  been  adopted  by  the 
people,  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1846,  the  constitutional  conx  ention  com- 
menced its  session  in  All)any.  George  \V.  Patterson  and  Richard  P.  Marvin 
(elected  at  the  special  election  in  the  ])rececding  April)  represented  this 
county.  The  constitution  framed  was  adopted  in  the  fall  by  a  majority  vote 
of  more  than  two  to  one,  which  gave  evidence  of  its  excellence.  The  new 
constitution  gave  the  people  still  more  power  than  was  granted  by  that  of 
1 82 1.  It  provided  for  the  election  of  many  officers  who  bad  been  before 
appointed  by  the  governor.  It  provided  for  the  election  of  senators  and 
members  of  assembly  in  separate  districts.  In  the  place  of  the  court  for  the 
correction  of  errors,  the  court  of  appeals  was  established  ;  courts  of  chancery 
and  circuit  courts  were  abolished  and  the  supreme  court  estal)]ished  in  their 
places.  The  county  court  was  established  in  the  ])lace  of  the  C(3urt  of  com- 
mon ])leas  which  had  l)cen  so  long  in  existence.  The  most  imj)ortant 
innox  ation  made  was  the  provision  for  the  election  of  all  the  judge-s  by  the 
people.  PV'udal  ti-nures  were  abolished,  all  leases  of  agricultural  lands  for  a 
longer  period  than  tweh  e  years  were  declared  invalid,  and  many  other 
important  changes  were  made. 

In  the  fall  electir)n  John  Young,  the  Whig  candidate  for  governor,  was 
elected  over  vSilas  Wright.  In  Chautauqua  county  Young  received  4,516 
votes,  Wright  2,703,  and  Henry  Bradley,  the  candidate  of  the  Xational 
Reformers,  414  votes.  Dudley  Marvin  was  elected  a  rej)rescntative  to  Con- 
gress from  this  district,  Francis  H.  Ruggles  state  senator  for  this  district, 
and  I^Iadison  Burnell  and  Charles  G.  Orton  members  of  assembly,  all  Whigs. 
The  agitation  for  a  division  of  the  county  continued,  notwithstanding  the 
meeting  held  in  opposition  to  it  in  1844.    On  the  nth  of  February  a  meet- 
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ing  was  held  at  the  courthouse  in  Mayville  again  to  remonstrate  and  take 
measures  to  defeat  it.  Gen.  Leverett  Barker  was  chairman.  All  or  nearly 
all  of  the  towns  were  represented.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  division  of  the 
influential  and  prosperous  county  of  Chautauqua  may  never  be  accomplished. 

Under  the  constitution  of  1821  the  government  of  the  state  was  entirely 
remodeled.  V>y  the  constitution  which  went  into  effect  January  i,  1847, 
important  changes  were  made,  but  the>'  were  not  nearly  so  radical  in  their 
nature  as  those  made  by  that  of  1S21.  The  juilicial  swstem,  which,  under 
the  later  constitution  was  the  least  altered  of  any  of  the  departments  of  gov- 
ernment, had  under  the  constitution  of  1846  undergone  changes  of  the  most 
radical  character.  Besides  the  entire  reorganization  of  the  courts,  a  most 
daring  innovation  was  made  111  making  the  judges  elective.  In  addition  to 
the  changes  in  tlie  judicial  sy  stem,  a  statute  known  as  the  code  of  proced- 
ure,'' was  passed  April  12th,  1848,  and  went  into  operation  July  ist,  1848. 
This  enactment  entirely  revolutionized  the  practice  of  the  various  courts.  It 
abolished  the  distinction  between  suits  at  law  and  suits  in  equity,  the  whole 
system  of  pleading  was  reformed,  and  many  other  changes  were  made  of 
radical  and  important  character  respecting  procedure  in  civil  actions.  The 
changes  made  by  the  code  in  practice  and  pleading  much  affected  the  legal 
profession.  Lawyers  who  had  mastered  the  settled  principles  that  had  gov- 
erned the  practice  were  now  obliged  to  devote  much  study  to  the  perplexing 
questions  that  arose  under  the  new  s\-steui.  Attorne\'s  then  past  their  prime 
were  naturally  disinclined  to  renew  their  studies,  and  many  of  the  older  law- 
yers ceased  to  take  as  active  a  part  in  the  profession  as  before  and  some 
entireh'  retired  from  it.  Another  circumstance  which  grew  out  of  thesn- 
changes  in  the  law  materially  affected  the  constitution  of  the  bar  in  this 
count)'.  To  choose  all  the  newly  designated  judicial  officers  created  a  special 
election  was  held  throughout  the  state  January  7,  1847.  At  this  election 
James  Mullett  and  Richard  P.  Marvin,  who  had  been  for  nuiu)'  \  ears  leaders 
of  the  bar,  were  elected  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  ceased  the  practice 
of  law.  Abner  Lewis  was  elected  county  judge,  Abner  Hazeltine,  district 
attorney,  and  Ortou  Clark  surrogate. 

b'^or  these  reasons  the  time  when  the  code  went  into  effect  marked  the 
close  of  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  Chautauqua  bar.  The  first  period  of  its 
history  (properly  called  the  pioneer  period)  commenced  with  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  and  c<jntinued  ten  years,  until  the  constitution  of  1821 
went  into  effect,  during  which  tinie  the  old  court  of  common  pleas  was  the 
principal  legal  tribunal.  I'our  years  of  this  time  this  court  was  held  in 
John  Scott's  log  tavern,  and  afterwards  in  the  old  courthouse.  Zattu  Cush- 
ing  was  the  first  iudge,  and  presided  in  the  common  ])leas  during  all  this 
period.  Judge  Cushing,  although  he  had  no  superior  advantages  of  educa- 
tion nor  legal  training,  possessed  the  other  qualities  of  an  exrellent  judge.. 
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He  was  posses'^cd  of  a  superior  mind,  personal  di!L;riity,  firniness  and  force  of 
cliaracter,  and  was  bencVolent  and  pure  in  liis  life.  In  every  respect  he 
honored  the  position.  It  is  fortunate  that  thron.L;h  llie  tlu»u,:^lufulness 
of  Jud^e  Walworth  the  ]K)rtrait  of  this  estimable  pioneer  judi^e  now 
adt»rns  the  court-room  of  the  county.  It  is  also  fortunate  that  we  have 
of  him  an  excellent  memorial  sketch  from  the  pen  of  ( )Ncar  W.  Johnson 
in  which  his  life  and  character  are  as  truly  delineated  as  are  his  fea- 
tures in  the  portrait.  Had  we  a  transcript  of  tiie  stron.^;'  faces  of  all  of  the 
old  lawyers  who  practiced  in  his  court  it  would  be  an  invahuible  possession 
for  the  i^^cneration  of  future  years, — of  Anselm  Potter,  Jacol)  I  loui^hton,  James 
H.  Price,  James  Mullett,  Dudley  Marvin,  Sheldon  vSmith,  Abner  Hazeltine, 
vSaniuel  A.  Pirown,  P^rnest  Mullett,  John  Crane,  Abram  Dixon,  David  Mann, 
and  others,  some  of  whom  have  been  mentioned  in  previous  cha])ters. 
Althou,i;h  the  field  of  their  labors  was  close  to  the  borders  of  the  wilderness, 
they  were  men  skilled  in  their  profession.  Several  of  them  were  colk\L;e 
graduates,  some  were  men  of  unusual  natural  capacity  ;  all  were  weP  read  in 
legal  principles  and  practice.  For  ability  and  a  knowledge  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  law  they  would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison  with 
their  brethren  of  the  profession  in  succeeding  years.  In  1820  there  were  13 
of  these  pioneer  lawyers  in.  the  count)'. 

The  court  of  common  pleas  continued  after  the  constitution  of  1S21  and 
until  that  of  i<S46.  P'^or  nearly  20  of  the  25  years  of  this  ])eriod  Dr.  P^  T. 
Foote  was  its  first  judge.  Like  Judge  Cushing  he  was  not  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession, l)ut  was  a  man  of  ability,  and  well  fitted  to  preside  in  this  pojMilar 
court.  He  took  great  interest  in  the  early  settlers,  and,  during  his  active 
years,  a  leading  part  in  every  enterprise  designed  to  promote  the  prosperity 
of  the  county,  not  only  as  regarded  its  business  interests,  but  for  the  moral 
and  religious  advancement  of  the  people  also.  Although  for  many  years 
during  the  later  portion  of  his  life  he  was  not  a  resident  of  the  count\',  he 
never  ceased  his  efforts  to  preserve  the  facts  of  its  history  and  zealously  to 
guard  its  honor.  Upon  retiring  from  the  bench  his  associate  judges,  the 
mem1)ers  of  the  bar,  and  the  chief  officers  of  the  county  joined  in  presenting 
to  him  an  address  in  the  highest  degree  complimentary  to  the  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  he  had  discharged  his  olFicial  duties.  The  grand  jury 
at  the  last  court  held  by  him  passed  a  like  resolution,  and  expressed  a  desire 
that  his  portrait  be  placed  upon  the  walls  of  the  courthouse,  and  liis  })icture 
now  hangs  opposite  Judge  Cushing\s,  a  fit  memorial  of  his  long  and  valuable 
service  to  the  county.  Judge  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  who  at  the  same  time 
resigned  the  office  of  judge,  was  in  the  same  manner  remembered  by  the  bar 
and  public  officials. 

Thomas  A.  Osborne  succeeded  Judge  P'oote  as  first  judge  of  the  common 
pleas,  but  lield  that  position  during  1843  ^^^^^  ^'^44  only.    He  was  a  good 
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lawyer,  and  was  best  qualified  by  reason  of  his  legal  attainments  to  fill  the 
position  of  any  who  have  licld  tlie  ofnce.  Mr.  Osborne  was  an  accbniplished 
writer,  particularly  upon  political  subjects.  He  was  a  Democrat,  and  his 
strou,^-  and  fniely  written  articles  maintaining^  the  i)rinciples  of  his  party 
often  ai»peared  in  tlie  Mnyi'illc  Soifi/icl        in  other  pa|)ers  of  the  count)-. 

Thomas  H.  Cam])bell,  also  a  DL-mocrat,  succeeded  J ud;^e  Osborne  as  first 
judj^c,  and  held  that  po^iiion  for  two  \ears,  and  until  the  court  of  common 
pleas  ceased  to  exist,  'i'he  court  suflered  no  deterioration  with  Judi^e  Cam|)- 
bell  as  its  presidiii!^  officer.  Altho!i!L;-Ii  he  was  not  a  la\v\'er,  he  was  a  stroiu;- 
niiiided,  able  and  uprii^h.t  man,  who,  like  his  predecessors,  had  an  aptitude 
for  the  law.  I'))-  his  stroiio-  and  practical  i^xxxl  sense  he  comuunuled  tlie  res- 
pect not  onl)-  of  its  suitors  at  hiw  but  of  the  mem1)ers  of  the  bar-  who  prac- 
tised in  his  C(>urt. 

The  old  common  picas  in  1^47  Ceased  to  exist  as  a  court.  When  it 
expired  it  was  C'<m])(XNed  of  Thoma-  1).  Campbell,  first  judi^-e  ;  John  M.  ICdsoiu 
Calel)  ().  Daui^hada}-,  Xiram  Sackett  and  I'rauklin  H.  Wait,  jud;^es.  This 
had  ])een  the  court  mo^t  fimiliar  to  the  ];ejple  from  its  ori^anization.  Court 
week  to  the  ('Id  settler,*  was  a  period  of  recreation,  best  suited  to  his  peculiar 
taste.  His  constant  strn';<^le  for  existence  with  the  forest  and  with  un|)ro- 
])iti<»us  seasons  had  trained  him  to  take  his  .i^reatest  pleasure  in  trials  of 
streiiL^th,  of  skill  and  oi'  brain.  He  tool^  deli,L;ht  in  wituessin;;-  the  sharj) 
encounters  and  trials  of  wit  that  a  lawsuit  broiu^ht  forth.  This  old  court 
was  also  a  school  of  instruction.  There  he  obtained  his  ideas  of  the  law  and 
learned  tlie  principles  of  our  t^overnnieiit.  The  jud;.^"es  were  to  him  the  best 
examples  of  di_L;nit>-,  justice  and  wisdom,  the  closiuL;'  ]>lea  of  his  favorite 
law\  er  his  hi;^hest  ideal  of  elocpience,  and  he  was  not  witln)ut  reason  l<jr  this 
opiiii(»ii.  James  Mullett,  Dudlc}'  l\Iar\-in  and  Madison  lJurnell  as  forensic 
or.itors  were  without  su])eriors  in  western  Xew  York.  The  remarkable 
<;enius  of  Jud^L;e  Mullett,  his  rare  wit,  and  his  ])owerful  and  impressi\'e  el<)- 
(.{Ueiice,  ne\  er  failed  to  carry  away  and  cont-'ol  his  audiences.  The  loL^ic, 
the  elo(pieuee,  the  will  of  Ihirnell  dominated  the  courts  aii<l  wrenched  ver- 
dicts from  juries. 

Some  acc^umt  of  these  earl)-  lawyers  oui^ht  to  1)e  ])reser\-e(l.  \Ye  ha\-e 
had  occasion  (])a,L;e  335)  to  speak  somewhat  of  Judi^e  Mullett.  His  ;^enius 
:!ud  elcxpieuce  made  him  the  master  of  the  jur)'  box.  His  N'outh  was  j)o>- 
sessed  of  but  few  advcintai^^es,  and  he  commenced  the  stud)- of  law  late  in  life. 
l)Ut  his  imlustr)-,  ability  and  love  for  his  profession  su|)plied  this  lack  of 
carl)-  opportunit)-.  Xor  did  he  rely  too  much  u|)on  his  natural  .i^ifts.  He 
was  a  }>atient  student,  makinj^  a  dili<4ent  st-ady  of  lilackstone,  and  of  the  old 
authors  within  reach.  liy  careful  study  he  accpiired  great  power  of  expres- 
sion, usiiu'"  stroiu',  original  and  well-chosen  lan<i:ua;>e.     He  was  able  to  crush 
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a  witness  or  an  oj)ponent  with  a  plirase.  Mark  Rork,  a  i^ood  citizen  and  a 
worthy  member  of  the  early  church  militant,  arrested  a  party  of  youni^  mis- 
creants, who  were  makin;^  a  disturbance  at  a  eamp-meetin<^,  and  broui;ht 
them  before  a  justice  of  Fredonia  for  trial.  Mullett  in  his  pica  in  their 
defence  christened  Rork  Zion's  liuUdc^i;,''  a  title  which  aftL-rwards  obsti- 
nately cluni(  to  him.  Mr.  Mullett  was  also  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  keen- 
ness in  retort.  Many  stories  are  told  of  his  skill  at  repartee.  While  tr\  in<^ 
a  cause  in  Ihiffalo,  Mr.  Mullett  called  the  attention  of  the  jury  to  the  circum- 
stance that  the  wealthy  ])arty  whom  he  was  opposintc  was  able  to  employ  an 
array  of  accomplished  lawy  ers  of  whom  Millard  I'illmore  was  the  rii^ht 
bower."  Mr.  Fillmore,  with  an  assumed  air  of  ii^nonince  of  the  term,  face- 
tiously incjuired  what  he  meant  by  the  "  riL;ht  l)ower."  Mullett  replied  the 
bij^i^est  knave  in  the  pack."  Mr.  Mullett  did  not  carry  his  wit  and  elo^juence 
a))out  to  be  used  on  holiday  occasions  only.  .Seldom  did  he  try  a  cause, 
however  dry  or  unimportant,  that  he  did  not  leave  some  strong-,  original 
ex])ressi()u  or  keen  witticism  U)  be  remem])ered  and  told  loni;' afu  rwards.  It 
was  his  custom  to  express  hinrsclf  in  elevated,  improsive  and  L;()od  lan_i;uaL;e. 
Mis  democratic  chaiacter  and  his  po])ular  associations  enabled  him  to  adapt 
liis  ehuiuence  to  suit  the  r)Ccasion  and  taste  of  his  audience.  ( )ne  who  had 
the  bad  luck  n(jt  onh'  to  have  a  horse  lawsuit,  but  also  to  ha\e  ]\Ir.  Mullett 
as  opposinii;  counsel,  tells  how  he  introduced  his  witnesses  to  the  notice  of 
the  jury.  A.  I).,  his  first  witness,  Mr.  ]\Iullett  described  as  ''the  i^enius  of 
mischief,  who  could  swap  characters  with  any  man  in  Gerry  and  make  in 
the  transaction."  Of  S.  I>.,  who  had  been  present  the  evening'  before  on  a 
convi\-ial  occasion  in  which  Mullett  had  also  participated  and  had  been  on 
intimate  terms  with  the  witness,  indulj^in<j  cpiite  as  freely  as  he  in  its  festivi- 
ties, Mr.  Mullett  said  :  "  fresh  from  the  heel-taj)s  of  a  bacchanalian  revel, 
breathini;  tlirou;;h  ho<;sheads  of  whiskc)',  mistaking'  the  disordered  fancies  of 
his  muddled  brain  for  memories  of  the  truth,  old  vS.  V>.  sta^j^ers  on  to  the 
witness  stand," — a  wealth  of  ehxpience  seldom  wasted  on  a  horse  lawsuit. 

( )f  some  of  the  early  attorney  s  we  have  alrccady  s|)oken.  vSainuel  A. 
Ihown  was  not  oni)'  the  first  lawyer  to  establish  himself  in  Jamestown,  l)ut 
was  the  one  who  ])racticed  loni^est  in  the  courts  of  the  county.  He  came  to 
Chautau<]ua  in  i<Si6.  He  entered  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  Jacob  Houghton, 
then  the  leading  law)-er.  For  many  years  Mr.  I>rown  was  one  of  the  best 
known  of  the  early  members  of  the  bar.  He  was  not  strong  in  elementary 
law  or  prominent  as  an  advocate,  but  was  a  "case  lawyer,"  and  was  a  good 
lawyer,  acute  and  successful.  He  transacted  a  larg^e  amount  of  legal  busi- 
ness. For  ten  years  he  served  creditably  as  district  attorney.  He  was  well 
read  in  the  law,  familiar  with  the  practice  of  the  courts,  and  was  remarkable 
for  his  great  industry  and  the  care  with  which  he  prepared  his  cases.  He 
had  many  excellent  qualities  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  citizen,  anii  desen^edly 


356 


History  ok  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


possessed  public  conficlence.  He  was  Yery  genial  and  many  anecdotes  are 
still  told  of  his  quaint  humor  and  dry  \vit. 

Sheldon  Smith,  a  talented  young  man  from  Manlius,  Onondaga  county, 
was  the  second  lawyer  to  settle  in  Jamestown.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  ]\Iayville  at  the  June  term  of  iSi8.  After  a  few  years  he  removed  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  becauie  a  ])rilliant  and  leadiug  Iaw>'er.  He  assisted  the  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Erie  county  upon  tlie  trial  of  the  three  Thayers,  and  after- 
wards assisted  Samuel  A.  Ih-own  in  the  trial  of  Damon.  He  died  in  Buffalo 
^vitllin  a  \  ear  after  in  his  47th  year. 

Abram  Dixon  was  the  first  lawyer  of  Westfield.  He  graduated  at  Yale 
in  1813,  and  in  181 7  settled  at  Westfield,  where  he  resided  until  liis  death. 
For  four  years  commencing  with  1S40  he  was  a  state  senator. 

David  Mann  was  also  an  early  lawyer  of  Westfield.  He  was  a  man  of 
ability  and  a  good  lawyer.    He  served  six  years  as  district  attorney. 

Abner  Hazeltine  for  more  than  60  years  was  a  leading  lawyer  of  the 
county.  He  came  to  Jamestown  about  the  same  time  that  Mr.  Brown  did 
and,  like  him,  he  first  entered  the  office  of  Jacob  Houghton  as  a  clerk  and 
student.  He,  like  Mr. 'Brown,  was  remarkable  for  his  industry,  and  was  even 
more  remarkable  for  his  patient  and  untiring  application  to  his  jirofession. 
Others  were  more  distinguished  as  trial  lawyers  and  advocates,  Imt  none  had 
a  better  disciplined  legal  mind,  or  was  better  grounded  in  the  fundamental 
princi])les  of  tlie  law,  and  iu)ne  could,  in  a  legal  argument,  better  elucidate 
and  apply  the  principles  involved  to  the  questions  at  issue,  or  state  them  in 
better  or  clearer  language.  The  legal  attainments  of  Mr.  Hazeltine,  his  high 
sense  of  honor,  his  integrit\-  and  unassuming  character  have  made  his  name 
one  of  the  most  honored  of  the  countN'.  But  few  persons  have  so  entirely 
possessed  the  confidence  of  the  peo])le.  Without  solicitation  on  his  part  he 
was  chosen  member  of  assembly,  district  attorney,  county- judge,  and  for  two 
terms  mem])er  of  Congress. 

Richard  P.  Marvin  settled  in  Jamestown  in  1829,  years  was 

in  the  continuous  practice  of  law,  excei)t  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties  as  member  of  Congress  and  other  public  positions.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  supreme  court  which  office  he  lield 
for  over  24  \  ears,  being  all  of  the  time  a  resident  of  Chautaucjua  count)'. 
Judge  Marvin  was  one  of  the  ablest  advocates  that  the  country  has  produced, 
and  was  rect>gnized  as  a  leading  lawyer  of  Western  New  York,  but,  having 
ser\ed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  active  portion  of  his  life  as  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  his  judicial  reputation  is  best  known.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  of  the  early  judges  under  the  constitution  of  1846,  and 
liis  decisions  and  written  opinions  are  regarded  with  great  respect.  Altliough 
he  was  a  most  industrious  lawyer  and  judge,  he  found  time  to  indulge  a 
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literary  taste  and  a  love  for  historical  studies.  Jiid.i;c  Marvin's  ability  and 
honesty  and  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  tlie  coirnt\'  early  secured  him  the 
confidence  of  its  j^eopie,  wliich  he  always  retained,  and  they  have  ])een  justly 
proud  of  his  acconi|)lishnients  and  of  the  distinction  he  attained. 

Gen.  Charles  H.  vS.  Williams  came  from  Cazenovia  about  1836,  and  prac- 
tised law  in  Fredonia  iov  ten  years  or  more.  He  wa^  able  and  l)riiliant,  had 
a  lariic  practice  and  took  the  first  rank  as  an  ad\'ocate  and  trial  lawx'er  along 
with  Richard  P.  Marvin  and  the  other  able  lawyers  of  the  couut\-.  He 
removed  to  P>unalo  and  l)ecame  the  district  attorney  of  ICrie  count}-.  He 
afterwards  removed  to  California  where  it  is  said  thnt  he  ended  his  life  by 
suicide. 

Many  al)le  lawyers  of  Ihiffalo  first  commenced  practice  in  Chautauqua 
county.  James  Mullett  and  vSlieldon  Smith  were  of  this  numl)er.  Cliauncey 
Tucker's  early  ])ractice  was  in  this  county.  He  rem<>\ed  to  Ihiffalo  and,, 
l^ecame  one  of  the  most  distinj^uished  membLM's  of  the  ICrie  c<)unt\-  bar. 

Dudle)-  Marvin  was  one  of  the  eminent  law\-ers  wlio  roided  lu-re  only  a 
a  j^ortion  of  his  life.  In  his  early  life,  while  living  at  Canandaigua,  he  had 
often  been  employed  as  counsel  in  important  causes  in  Chautauqua.  The 
most  of  his  acti\'e  life,  howe\er,  was  spent  in  practice  in  Canaudai_i;ua,  New 
York  and  Pro. )klyn,  and  he  did  not  come  to  this  count}-  to  reside  until  1843, 
and  when  he  came  it  was  with  the  intention  of  discontinuing  ]>ractice.  He 
was,  however,  often  engaged  as  counsel  in  important  suits,  yet  juries  did  not 
ha\-c  the  oj^portunit}'  to  listen  so  often  to  his  oratory  as  to  that  of  Mr.  Mullett 
and  Mr.  Purnell.  Put  lie  was  their  peer  and  a  man  of  great  ability.  His 
services  were  esteemed  so  valuable  that  he  "rode  the  circuit,"  and  served  as 
counsel  associated  with  lawvers  of  inferior  ability.  Mr.  Marvin  was  a  thor- 
ough lawyer  in  e\'er\'  respect,  sagacious  in  the  ])reparation  and  conduct  of  his 
cases,  skilled  in  the  examination  of  witnesses,  and  witty  and  elocpient  before 
a  jur\-.  Many  stories  illustratix-e  of  his  wit  and  talent  are  still  told.  He  was 
a  personal  friend  of  Heiir)'  Cla}-,  and  was  very  di>tinguishe(l  as  a  j)olitical 
orator.  His  son,  vSelden  Mar\-in,  now  a  resident  of  l^rie,  Pa.,  was  for  several 
years  an  al)le  judge  of  this  county. 

Put  Madison  Purnell  w.is  one  to  the  manor  born,  his  birth  place  b-ing  in 
tlie  county.  It  wa>  tlie  scene  of  all  liis  la1)or,  and  his  life  ended  hei'e.  ( )f 
no  name  identified  with  its  history,  however  distinguislicd,  have  we  more 
just  cause  to  be  ]~)roud.  Mr.  P>urnell  was  1)orn  in  what  is  still  a  retired  ]>art 
of  Charlotte,  less  than  three  years  after  its  first  settlement.  His  youth  was 
spent  in  tlie  backwoods,  he  helping  to  clear  his  father's  farm,  following  the 
plow,  and  sharing  in  the  toil  of  the  farm.  His  o])portunities  for  an  educa-, 
tion  Avere  limited  to  those  of  a  country  school  district.  One-half  a  term  at 
Fredonia  and  a  term  at  Middlcbury  Academy,  Wyoining  county,  completed 
it.    His  father  was  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  a  justice  of  the 
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peace  and  a  Methodist  preaclier.  His  library  consisted  of  a  few  law  books 
and  some  religions  and  theological  works.  To  most  yonng  men  they  wonld 
offer  bnt  little  entertainment,  bnt  Madison  studied  them  with  zest,  anc.  read 
all  other  books  tliat  came  within  his  reach.  Jndge  BnrneH's  house  was  a 
stopping  place  for  Metliodist  ministers.  Their  discussions  of  theological 
questions,  and  the  proceedings  in  the  law  suits  that  came  before  his  fatlier 
awakened  his  talent  for  disputation.  When  al^out  twent\'-one  Mr.  Burnell 
entered  tlie  law  uflice  of  Marvin  and  Warren,  where  he  studied  with  unusual 
diligence,  and  tried  causes  in  justice's  court  with  great  success.  Justice's 
court  law\'ers  in  those  days  were  troublesome  opponents.  They  were  often 
men  of  al)ilit\',  keen  and  slirewd.  Young  Burnell  soon  proved  to  be  more 
than  a  matcli  for  tlie  best  of  them.  When  he  was  admitted  to  tlie  bar,  and  com- 
menced practice  in  the  higlier  courts,  he  became  at  once  its  most  formidable 
member.  He  had  great  versatility,  and  possessed  more  of  the  varied  accom- 
plishments of  a  good  law\  er  tliau  are  usually  found  even  among  those  most 
distinguislied.  He  was  particularly  celebrated  for  his  skill  in  cross-exami- 
nation. He  was  possessed  of  a  deep  insight  into  human  nature,  and  few  men 
on  tlie  witness  stand,  however  sagacious  and  craft\',  could  conceal  the  truth 
under  his  searching  and  ingenious  questioning.  His  power  as  an  advocate 
was  extraordinarw  No  one  has  been  so  successful  at  the  Chautauqua  county 
bar  1)efore  a  jury.  His  sym|>athies  were  strong  and  genuine,  and  wlien  they 
\vere  awakened  he  would  appeal  with  power  to  the  SN'uipathies  of  the  jury. 
He  was  \er\'  fcvrmidable  in  argument,  whether  discussing  the  law  before  a 
court,  or  rex'iewing  the  facts  before  a  jury.  But  it  was  for  his  powers  of 
invecti\  e  tliat  he  v/as  most  distinguished.  He  despised  a  liar  and  a  fraud. 
In  a  ease  invoK'ing  tlie  turpitude  of  a  party  or  a  witness,  by  his  sarcasm,  his 
scorn,  and  ilie  keenness  of  his  thrusts,  he  could  pierce  the  thickest  skin,  and 
make  the  most  hardened  villain  wince.  One  could  almost  pity  the  rascal 
against  whom  liis  wrath  was  unloosed,  and  sometimes  feel  that  the  scorching 
punishment  inflicted  by  Mr.  Burnell  was  ample  retribution  for  his  offense. 

Mr.  BurnelTs  language  was  not  alwa\-s  the  most  polished,  but  was  always 
strong  and  eifecti\-e.  His  grammar  and  his  rhetoric  were  sometimes  open  to 
criticism.  Yet  a  e'ultured  man  could  not  listen  to  his  expressive  language 
^vithout  according  a  full  pardon  for  his  olTenses  against  the  rules  of  gram- 
mar. His  power  over  juries  became  so  supreme  that  Judge  Sill  once 
remarked  in  open  court  that  ''There  is  no  lawyer  at  the  bar  that  can  cope 
with  him,  that  the  facilit)'  with  which  he  makes  himself  believe  that  his 
cause  is  just  causc-s  his  innueuce  witli  the  jury  to  be  dangerously  great,  and 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  prevent  what  may  become  a  perversion  of 
justice."  In  the  trial  of  a  case  he  was  self-forgetting  to  a  remarkable  degree. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  trial  he  gave  his  whole  energies  to  his 
client.    Xo  case  was  so  unimportant,  even  a  suit  before  a  backwoods  justice, 
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as  not  to  coinniaiid  all  his  eHTort.  He  had  g^rcat  powers  of  endurance  and 
was  untirinj^.  Near  tlie  close  of  a  lon^  and  arduous  le;^al  contest,  when  his 
associates  and  the  oj)i)osin<^  counsel  would  be  worn  and  weary  with  the 
strain  of  the  stru<^<^le,  he  would  return  to  the  assault  as  fresh  and  vi<;orous 
as  if  it  had  just  be,i;un,  and  win  his  case  tlirough  sheer  endurance.  He  was 
also  remarkable  for  the  facility  with  which  he  could  adapt  himself  to  the 
new  views  and  features  developed  during  the  trial. 

It  was  an  extraordinary  peculiarity  of  such  a  nature  that  he  was  quite 
modest  and  even  timid.  He  had  a  great  distrust  of  his  own  powers,  and 
would  approach  an  important  trial  with  misgivings.  Xot  until  the  case  was 
opened  was  he  fully  himself.  In  the  words  of  Dr.  Cxilbert  Ilazeltine,  ''then 
the  lion  that  was  in  him  came  out  of  his  lair,  shook  himself  and  stood  in  all 
the  proud  majesty  of  his  legal  strength.''  Mr.  Ihirnell  from  childhood  took  a 
dee])  interest  in  public  cjuestions,  was  one  of  the  most  ])opukir  political 
speakers  in  Western  New  York,  and  always  the  favcjrite  of  his  county.  His 
political  friends  sought  and  followed  his  advice,  having  im])licit  faitli  in  his 
disinterestedness  and  in  the  wisdom  of  his  judgement.  While  reatly  to  assist 
those  lie  thought  worth\*  to  public  positions,  he  never  sought  olTice  for  him- 
self. He  was  not  willing  to  compromise  his  sense  of  honor  l)y  resorting  to 
the  ordinary  methods  of  j)oliticians  to  oljtain  it.  He  was  in  the  best  sense 
of  the  word  an  honest  man.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  assembly,  and  this 
was  the  only  office  ever  held  by  him. 

There  were  other  well-known  and  successful  lawyers,  now  decensed,  of 
wliom  biographical  sketches  should  be  fully  preserved  before  the  record  of 
their  lives  is  lost.  Among  them  Were  William  vSmith  of  Ma}  ville,  an  early 
surrogate,  lunest  Mullett,  Joseph  Waite,  who  connneiiced  the  study  of  law 
in  Jamestown  after  he  was  36  years  of  age,  became  a  successful  lawyer  and 
served  three  years  as  district  attorney.  '  He  was  the  father  of  Davis  H.  Waite, 
now  governor  of  Colorado,  and  formerly  a  well-known  editor  and  citi^^en  of 
Jamestown.  Franklin  H.  Waite,  the  eldest  son  of  Joseph  Waite,  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  i<S36,  practised  law  in  Jamestown,  was  a  judge  of  the  Chau- 
taufjua  court  of  connnon  ])leas,  and  subsecpientl)-  moved  to  MiiUK.sota  and 
became  a  judge  there.  John  Uirdsall  of  Mayville,  more  distinguislR-d  as  a 
judge  of  the  sui)reme  court  of  the  eighth  judicial  district  of  Xew  York,  and 
afterwards  as  chief  justice  and  attornc)' general  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 
Also  among  them  were  Kben  D.  Edson,  George  A.,  Richard  ().,  and  William 
Green,  brothers,  and  well-known  law}  ers  of  Mayville  ;  John  G.  and  Watson 
S.  Hinkley,  brothers,  equally  well-known  lawyers  of  Westfield  ;  Iv  H.  For- 
bush,  Albert  Richmond  and  S.  ^Nlervin  Smith  of  Sinclairville  ;  James  D. 
Strang  of  Ellington.  Strang  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Chautauqua  in 
October,  1836,  practiced  law  in  Ellington,  where  he  was  postmaster  for  a 
time.    He  joined  the  Mormons  and  became  a  leader  among  them.  When 


! 


36o 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


the  Mormons  were  driven  from  Nauvoo  in  1S45  they  were  divided  into  tliree 
factions:  The  Twelveites,"  who  emi<>rated  to  Utah,  the  Ri<;donites," 
wdio  followed  vSidney  Rii^don,  and  the  "  vStranj^ites,"  who  followed  James  D. 
StraniL^.  When  Joe  Smith  was  killed,  Stran^i^  claimed  to  have  a  revelation 
from  (i(h1  appointing-  him  his  snccessor.  vStrani;-  and  his  followers  made 
]>ra\cr  Island  in  Lake  Miehii^^an  their  headcpiarters.  After  a  while  an 
organized  force  of  fi>he]  inen  and  others  attacked  them  and  the  Mormons 
were  (lii\en  from  the  island.  Stranjj^  received  wonnds  from  which  he  died 
soon  after  at  the  Morn^on  \-illa_L;e  i»f  \'oree  in  Wisconsin. 

Tile  list  of  distiri'^ui>hed  deceased  members  of  Chantaucjna  connty  bar 
will  not  l)e  complete  without  mention  of  still  other  names.  Hlisha  Ward  of 
vSilver  Creek  was  noted  for  his  indej)endence  of  tlionij^ht,  his  unconventional 
manners,  his  abilit\'  and  a  mind  remarkal)ly  well  furnished  by  reading;-  the 
classics  an.d  best  authors.  lie  was  a  judi^e  of  the  court  of  common  i)leasand 
at  one  time  state  senator.  I'rancis  II.  RuLi.i^les  of  Fredonia  a  state  sen.ator, 
and  A])ner  Lewis  of  Panama  a  count)'  judi^e  and  mendjer  of  Cop.;.;ress  were 
lawy  ers  of  ability.  I)enjaniin  V.  Green  once  justice  of  the  su})reme  court  of 
the  eii^ht  district  was  a  ]aw\  er  of  iMedonia.  In  later  years.  Col.  James  M. 
P.rown,  v/ho  fell  at  the  battle  of  vSeven  Tines,  Col.  William  ().  vStevens,  who 
fell  at  C1ianeellor>ville,  and  Col.  Jolni  ]\  Smith,  killed  at  I'ort  h'isher,  were  all 
able  lawN'ers  in  aeti\  e  practise  at  the  cN^mmencement  of  the  Ci\'il  War.  The 
last  two  had  been  district  aitornex's,  and  were  both  brilliant  and  dis- 
tiuL^uished  in  their  profes.si( .n.  Amont^  the  well-known  and  able  lawyers  of 
the  count\-  who  have  died  since  the  Cix'il  War  are  Thillips  vS.  Cottle,  Tliomas 
P.  Gros\  enor,  once  county  jud_'^^e,  William  M.  Xewton  and  Walter  W.  Ibjlt. 

We  had  not  intende<l  to  speak  of  livin;^-  members  of  the  Chautauqua  bar 
in  the  brief  space  allotted  to  these  sketches.  vSome,  however,  of  these  now 
livin,^  an.]  who  sc>metimes  a|)pear  in  the  courts  were  the  contem])oraries  of 
the  earliest  lawwrs  of  the  count)'  and  should  be  mentioned  in  this  connec- 
tion. (  )f  lhi.>  number  is  Austin  vSmith  of  We>tfield.  He  is  the  Xestor  of 
the  Chautau<|ua  count)'  l)ar,  havin;^'  been  in  practice  over  60  )'e:irs.  He  and 
IVIadivon  Ihirnell  were  at  one  |)eriod  considered  its  ablest  practitioners.  (Jrsell 
Cook,  alw:i)-s  a  pr<)ininent  law)er  of  the  count)',  is  still  at  the  head  of  a  lead- 
iuiL^-  law  hrm  in.  JauK.-town,  and  lia.s  been  at  work  at  his  juofession  nearl)'  60 
)  eais.  He  for  ei-ht  )  ears  count)'  jud^^e.  Clark  R.  Lockwood  one  of 
the  older  rank  of  lix  in,!;  law)ers  has  ]>raetised  o\er  .jo  )ears.  Until  liis 
iK-altii  bi(.\niK'  imp.iired,  he  was  one  of  the  most  industrious,  ener<;etic,  and 
.snccessl'ul  lawyei>  at  the  bar.  The  law  firm.  Cook  On:  Uockwood,  of  which  he 
was  a  mem1)er,  for  )  ears  was  one  of  the  best  kn(jwn  in  the  count)'.  With 
improved  healtli  lie  is  still  in  practise.  Phnor)-  F.  Warren  was  for  over  40 
years  a  well-known  law\er,  a  member  of  assembly,  surro,;^ate  and  county 
jud_L;e.     Daniel  vSherman  has  been  for  many  year.s  in  practise  at  Forestville. 
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As  Indian  agent  and  as  district  attorney  he  lias  conducted  many  iniportani; 
litigations.  He  ceased  ])ractise  wlien  he  was  elected  surrogate  of  the  county, 
which  ]K>sition  he  now  fdls.  Crcorge  Harker,  ])erore  liis  election  as  a  justice 
of  the  suj)renie  court,  was  an  able  lawyer  wilh  an  extcn.sive  ])ractise.  He 
Avas  for  six  years  the  district  attorney.  His  long  service  upon  the  l)ench, 
and  as  presiding  justice  at  the  general  terms  of  the  supreme  court  has  how- 
ever made  him  more  widely  known  as  a  distinguished  jurist.  Lorenzo  Mor- 
ris, for  over  half  a  century  a  member  of  the  Chautauqua  ])ar,  was  for  many 
years  its  leader  and  most  able  advocate.  He  is  a  leading  Democrat,  whose 
advice  has  always  been  sought  and  highly  valued  by  his  |)arty.  In  iS66, 
notwithstanding  the  Republicans  were  greatly  in  the  majority",  he  was  elected 
state  senator  b\-  the  Democrats.  Of  the  same  political  faith  are  Charles  D. 
^Murray  and  Henry  C.  Kingsbury,  who,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  their 
party  in  the  county  has  alwaws  been  hopelessly  in  the  minorit)-,  have  stood 
by  its  |)riuci])lcs  with  unwavering  fidelity.  They  .are  younger  tliau  Mr. 
Morris  and  came  later  into  the  ])rofessiou  and  are  still  lead'.-rs  among  its  ukui- 
bers.  ( )scar  \V.  Johnson,  is  not  onl\'  distinguished  for  liis  legal  al)ilit\-  but 
also  as  an  accomplished  writer.  His  fame  as  such  is  not  confined  to  the 
limits  of  the  county.  I\  vS.  ICdwards,  Walter  Iv.  vSessions  and  Porter  vSheldon 
were  all  i^rominent  members  of  the  profession  and  have  had  )"ears  of  legis- 
lative ex])erience  in  congress.  John  vS.  Ivand)ert,  present  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  Warren  I^.  Hooker,  the  present  menil^er  of  congress,  of 
Fredonia,  and  Almon  A.  Van  Dusen  of  Mayville,  c(Minty  judge,  are  well- 
known  and  prominent  lawyers,  extremely  popular  and  among  the  youngest 
men  that  have  held  those  positions  since  the  count}"  was  organized.  Of  the 
other  living  lawyers  of  the  county  it  is  not  our  |)urpose  to  speak  in  this 
place.  They  will  be  more  appropriately  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the 
towns  of  their  residence  and  at  some  time  by  the  future  historian.  The  bar 
of  the  county  in  1820  numbered  13  'members,  in  i«S30,  16,  in  1840  it  had 
increased  to  43  and  it  has  now  about  90  mend)crs  who  will  comp.ire  favora- 
bly for  character  and  ability  with  the  bar  of  any  county  in  the  state. 


362 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


CHAPTER  XL. 

MEXICAN  WAR,  KRIK  RAILROAD,  CIVII.  WAR,  KTC. 

AT  THE  ineetiiijj^  of  tlie  board  of  supervisors  in  the  fall  of  1848,  Reuben 
E.  I^'ciiton  was  elected  cluiiruian  and  Daniel  Sherman  clerk. 
A  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at  this  time  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico.  Several  residents  of  this  county  were  soldiers  in  the  War. 
The  presidential  election  occurred  in  1848.  The  \Vhi<j;-s  nominated  Zachary 
Taylor  for  president  and  Millard  Fillmore  for  vice-president.  The  Demo- 
crats nominated  Lewis  Cass  for  jM'esident,  and  Williaui  O.  Ihitler  for  vice- 
president.  Those  Democrats  called  ]>arnburners,  wh<^  favored  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  from  thb  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  as  the  result  of  the  Mexi- 
can war,  hcUl  a  convention  at  Utica,  and  nominated  Martin  Van  Ihiren  for 
president,  l)Ut,  in  order  unite  all  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slaver\-,  a  mass 
convention  was  held  in  Ihiffalo,  Au,L;ust  9,  184S,  which  was  lari;ely  attended 
by  peo})le  from  e\  er\-  uortliern  >tate,  and  also  from  Delaware,  ^laryland  and 
\'irj;inia.  It  was  held  in  a  <4reat  tent  on  the  courthouse  park.  The  multi- 
tiule  assembled  chose  Ciiarles  Francis  Adams  as  their  presidini^  officer.  The 
convention  nominated  Martin  Wan  Ihiren  for  president,  and  Charles  Francis 
Adams  for  \  ice-presideiit.  Tlie  creed  of  these  '*  Free  Democrats  connnonly 
called  hh'ee  Soilers,"  as  laid  down  in  their  resolutions,  was  comprehen- 
sively ex[)ressed  in  the  phrase,  Xo  more  slave  states,  and  no  slave  territo- 
ries." This  was  the  only  convention  of  national  interest  ever  held  in  Buf- 
falo. It  was  a  ctinvention  of  i^reat  importance  in  the  histor\'  of  the  country, 
as  it  was  the  first  to  lake  decisi\-e  ^^rounds  a<:^^ain.^t  slavery.  It  was  larj^ely 
attended,  and  sustained  by  the  sentiment  oi  a  considerable  lunuber  of 
the  people.  The  action  here  taken  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  stren<;th- 
enim;-  the  op]H)sition  to  sla\er\'  which,  up  to  that  time  was  com|)arali\'ely 
weak.  Mail)  Chautauciua  count)'  citizens  attended.  The  election  resulted 
in  the  clioice  of  T:i\lor  and  iMllmore.  Ta\'lor  received  4,207  votes,  Cass 
1,911  and  \'an  Ihneii  1,6.48,  in  this  county.  Hamilton  Fish,  Whij^-,  was 
elected  i^overnor,  IClijah  Risle\'  representative  to  Con.iL^^ress,  Silas  Terry  and 
Ezekiel  I>.  Ciurnse\-  meml)ers  of  assembly,  Xoali  D.  Snow,  sheriff,  Orson 
Stiles,  count)-  clerk. 

At  the  annual  meetin<^  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  1849,  Odin  Bene- 
dict was  elected  chairman  and  D.  Sherman  as  clerk.  At  this  session  it  was 
voted  to  raise  Si, 000  as  the  contributive  share  of  the  county  towards  the 
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bnilclin<;-  of  a  brid^^c  across  Cattaraugus  crock  at  Upper  Irvin*^.  At  the 
adjourned  nieetino^  an  order  was  made  autlioriziug  the  Westfiold  and  Clynier 
Plank-Road  Company  to  construct  a  phink  road  from  Wcslficld,  tlnoui^h 
Sherman  and  Clymer,  to  the  state  line  near  Columbus.  An  act  was  also 
passed,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  first  vested  this  year  in  boards  of  super- 
visors, by  which  the  taking  of  fish  from  Chautauqua  lake  by  means  of  a 
seine  or  net  was  made  unlawful,  and  the  person  violating  such  law  liable  to 
a  penalty  of  $25. 

At  the  election  held  this  fall  John  P.  Hall  and  Samuel  P>arrctt  were 
elected  to  the  assembly  and  Daniel  Sherman  was  elected  district  attorney. 

The  discovery  of  gold  in  California  caused  much  excitement  throughout 
the  country,  and  many  citizens  emigrated  thither  in  1849  and  succeeding 
years. 

1S50.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  Reuben  E.  I'cnton  was 
elected  chairman,  Charles  Chadwick  clerk.  Its  proceedings  "  this  year  were 
first  published  in  pam])hlet  form  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  people.  May  4, 
1850,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Sinclairville  (John  Love,  of  Gerry,  president)  to 
promote  the  building  of  a  plank  road  from  Prcdonia  s<juth  through  Sinclair- 
ville and  (icrry,  to  meet  a  contemplated  one  extending  northward  from  James- 
town. These  companies  were  organized  and  the  roads  built  ;  they  formed 
one  of  the  most  important  highway's  in  the  count}'.  For  several  years  nearly 
all  merchandise  for  Warren,  Jamestown,  and  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
county,  was  transported  over  them.  In  the  fall  election  WaNshington  Hunt 
was  elected  governor,  Austin  Smith  and  Daniel  W.  Douglas  were  elected  to 
the  assemldy,  James  Mullett  was  reelected  justice  of  the  supreme  court, 
P^mory  V.  Warren,  surrogate.  The  population  of  the  county  this  year  was 
50,493.  Hanover  was  the  most  populous  town,  having  5,144  inhabitants. 
Pomfret,  which  included  Dunkirk,  had  a  population  of  4,483,  and  I^llicott, 
which  included  Jamestown,  but  3,523  inhabitants.  The  least  populous  town 
was  I'^rench.  Creek,  with  but  725  iiiha1.)itants.  This  year's  census  shows  an 
increase  of  ])Opulation  from  1845  of  2,945. 

1851.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  fall,  Reuben  E. 
Fenton  was  elected  chairman,  and  Charles  Chadwick  clerk.  The  board 
passed  a  resolution  changing  the  time  for  holding  town  meetings,  from  the 
first  Tuesday  of  March  to  the  tliird  Tuesday  of  February,  and  fixed  the  reg- 
ular meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  on  the  second  ^londay  of  October  of 
each  year.  At  the  fall  election,  Elisha  Ward  of  Silver  Creek  was  elected 
state  senator,  Austin  Smith  and  Jeremiah  Ellsworth  members  of  assembly, 
Seidell  Marvin  county  judge,  Philip  S.  Cottle  special  county  judge,  Francis 
S.  Edwards  special  surrogate,  Alpheus  S.  Hawley,  sheriff,  Richard  O.  Green 
clerk. 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  railroad  in  1851  marked  the  beginning  of  an  era 
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in  the  liistory  of  the  county  as  completely  as  did  that  of  the  Erie  canal  25  years 
l)efore,  and  its  openiiij^^  to  Dunkirk  %vas  celebrated  in  a  ^rand  maimer  by 
thousands  of  ])ei»[>le  of  tlie  count)',  tlie  oflicers  of  tlie  road,  President  Kill- 
more  and  cabinet,  and  many  distinguished  guests  (see  Dunkirk).  The  canal 
although  it  xlid  not  extend  to  the  county,  brought  all  western  New  York 
into  coiiimunication  willi  the  east.  The  Eric  railroad  brouglit  direct  and 
quick  communication  with  New  York  city.  In  1852  the  Buffalo  State 
Eiiic  raihxxid  was  com|)leted  iVom  Ihiffalp  througli  Dinikirk  to  the  state  line. 
The  use  of  this  road  materially  increased  the  facilities  for  trans|)orting  pro- 
ducts to  nuirket,  and  stimulated  improvements  in  every  part  of  the  county. 
A  plank  road  was  built  from  W'/stfield  south  tlirough  the  western  towns,  and 
one  from  Dunkirk  south  through  the  eastern  towns,  which  greatly  facilitated 
con\  e\  ance  of  merchandise  from  the  railroads  to  the  southern  towns,  and  of 
l^roducts  from  those  towns  to  the  railroads.  These  increased  facilities 
advanced  at  once  the  price  of  butter,  cheese,  and  all  farmer's  products,  and 
also  made  a  market  for  nuuu'  articles  that  before  had  none.  Now  signs  of 
prosperity  ajjpeared  e\'cr\-where.  AIan\-  of  the  farmers  had  ])aid  for  laud,  and 
were  ini|)roving  their  farms.  Neat  white  frame-houses  were  built  in  tlie 
place  of  the  (leca\  ing  ]og  houses,  and  the  primitive  red  or  unpainted  frame- 
houses  of  early  days.  Straggling  rail  fences  enclosing  gardens  and  front 
yards  were  re]>laced  by  Ijoard  and  picket  fences,  while  substantial  ra.il  fences 
took  the  place  of  the  bru>h  and  log  fences  around  the  fields,  and  the  ])ic- 
turesque  well  sweep  gax'e  ])lace  to  the  more  convenient  pump.  In  many 
portions  of  the  se>uthern  towns,  the  pine  stumps  were  extracted  to  ilo  dut\'as 
most  homel)-  but  enduring  line  and  road  fences.  Churches  and  school  houses 
were  in  progress.  ( >ld  roads  were  im]»rove(l  mid  ricw  ones  laid  out.  These 
changed  circumstances  intluenced  the  farmers  to  take  better  care  of  their 
animals  and  to  seek  to  impro\'e  the  ]:>reeds  of  stock,  aiul  led  them  to  a 
m(.)re  careful  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  the  use  of  better  farming  imj)lements. 
vSchools  and  the  education  of  children  received  more  attention  than  before. 
\Vith  tile  increase  of  weidth  and  leisure,  social  conditions  changed  also.  PeO])le 
began  to  dress  in  better  taste,  aiul  the  conventionalities  and  the  proprieties  of 
life  better  observed.  Tlie  rude  methods  of  the  pioneer  entirely  disaj^peared. 
Cione  too  were  his  simp.le  characteristics,  his  hospitalit\',  unselfishness  and 
unaffected  friendship.  Can  it  Ix-  trul  v  said  that  all  the  seeming  gain  has  com- 
pensated for  >o  real  a  lo>s  ? 

During  the  ten  \-ears  that  followed  the  completion  of  the  Erie  railroad 
the  rapid  ])roL;re>s  of  the  count)'  continued,  and  events  occurred  of  sufficient 
consequence  to  entitle  them  to  be  full)'  recorded  did  space  permit,  luit  we 
are  now  approaching  a  most  momentous  period  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
which  leit  its  impress  deepl)'  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  and  overshadowed 
all  the  occurrences  of  peace. 
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The  ]ircsi(lcntial  election  of  1 8r)f)  was  tlie  most  intLiestiii«x  and  cxcitinj^ 
tliat  liad  ever  been  held.  Al)rahani  Lincoln  was  nominated  l)y  the  Republi- 
cans, Stephen  A.  Don.i^las  by  the  northern  Democrats,  John  C.  lireckenridg-e 
by  the  southern  Democrats,  and  John  I>ell  by  the  Constituti|,)nal  Unionists.'* 
A  camj)ai,L;n  ot"  intense  political  excitement  followed.  The  destiny  of  the 
nation  was  held  in  the  balance.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  PLannibal  IL^mlin 
were  elected  president  and  vice-president.  In  Chautauqua  county,  Lincoln 
received  8,481  votes,  Douj^las,  Kreckenridgc,  and  Bell,  represented  by  the 
Uuion  electors,  received  3,670. 

1 86 1  was  the  most  memorable  year  in  the  history  of  the  I'nited  States. 
It  be<^an  with  the  secession  of  many  of  the  southern  states.  On  the  12th  of 
April  the  j.neat  civil  war  commenced,  (xeneral  I)eaure,i;ard  on  that  day  open- 
in<;  fire  upon  Port  Sumpter.  On  the  14th  it  surrendered.  On  the  15th 
President  Lincoln  issued  his  proclamation  callin^,^  for  75,000  men  for  three 
months.  The  whole  country  was  thrown  into  the  wildest  excitement.  In 
every  city,  town  and  village  in  the  north,  the  banner  of  the  Union  was  raised. 
When  the  excitinj^  news  reached  Chautauqua  county,  public  meetini^s  were 
immediately  held  to  enlist  volunteers  and  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  their 
families.  At  PVedonia  a  public  meetino^  was  held  on  the  evenini^  of  the  20th. 
It  was  addressed  by  OscarW.  Johnson,  Frederick  A.  Redini^ton,  Crcorj^e  Barker, 
Lorenzo  Morris,  Ezra  S.  Ely,  Orson  Stiles  ai^d  George  Cranston.  Patriotic 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  $2,870  was  subscribed  to  a  fund  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  the  volunteers.  On  the  29th  of  April  a  <;reat  mass-meeting- 
was  held  in  Jamestown.  The  stores  and  business  places  were  closed,  and 
flags  were  universally  displayed.  vSamuel  A.  Brown  was  chosen  president  of  the 
meeting.  Horace  Allen,  Jehial  Tif^'any,  Levi  I>arrows,  Sardius  Steward,  D. 
G.  Powers,  Daniel  Williams,  John  A.  Hall,  Emri  Davis,  David  Wilbur,  H. 
X.  Thornton,  John  Markham  and  vS.  E.  Palmer  vice-presidents.  The  meet- 
ing was  addressed  with  patriotic  and  effective  speeches  by  its  president,  by 
HoiL  R.  P.  .Marvin,  Rev.  S.  W.  Roe,  H.  H.  Stockton  of  Panama,  T.  H. 
Rouse,  Rev.  Levi  W.  Norton,  Henry  Benson,  and  J.  Leslie,  Capt.  James  M. 
Brown,  Madison  I^urnell,  Rev.  Isaac  George,  Wm.  H.  Lowry  and  Theodore 
Brown.  A  large  fund  was  raised.  In  Westfield  A])ril  20th,  a  meeting  was 
held  in  Hinkley  Hall  which  was  densely  packed.  Hon.  ''teorge  W.  Patter- 
son was  called  to  the  chair,  and  addressed  the  citizens  assembled  in  a  stirring 
and  patriotic  speech.  He  was  followed  by  Henry  A.  Prendergast,  Rev.  Jere- ' 
miah  C.  Drake,  H.  C.  Kingsbury,  John  C.  Long,  Mr.  Adams,  Geo.  W.  Palmer, 
Capt.  Thomas  Baker  and  others.  A  large  number  of  men  enlisted  and 
$1,000  was  subscribed.  On  the  3d  of  May,  President  Lincoln  called  for 
42,000  volunteers  for  three  years.  While  such  stirring  scenes  were  occurring 
in  the  North,  at  the  South  the  people  were  no  less  enthusiastic.  Everywhere 
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troops  were  enlisted  and  preparations  made  to  resist  every  attempt  to  force 
tlie  vSontliern  states  back  into  tlie  Union. 

()njnly  21  the  Xorlli  snfTered  defeat  at  lUill  Rnn.  The  Sontli  were 
exultant  at  their  victory  in  this,  the  first  «;Teat  battle  of  the  war,  and  re;>-arded 
it  as  an  omen  of  final  success.  The  North  on  the  other  hand  was  dej)ressed 
by  the  disaster,  and  made  to  realize  tlie  maj^'uitude  of  the  rebellion  it  had 
undertaken  to  sup|)ress.  The  peo})leof  the  North  prepared  to  put  forth  most 
extraordinary  elforisto  subdue  it.  500,000  men  were  called  for.  War  meet- 
in,iL;s  were  held  all  tliroui^h  the  North.  Chautau<pia  cijunty  was  ])r<)m})t  to 
respond,  to  the  call  of  the  ])resident.  In  July  three  enthusiastic  !:;:itherin^i;s 
were  held  at  Jivaes  Ilail  in  Jamestown.  The  first  on  Friday  evenin;^,  July 
25,  fo]lowe<l  1)\'  otliers  on  the  succeedini.^-  Saturday  and  Monday  evenini^s, 
each  addressed  b\  e.irnest  s]u-akers  in  thrillin;^  speeches.  Amon,^  them  were 
Madison  Ihinicll,  Capt.  John  V.  wSinith,  Major  W'm.  ().  ,Ste\'ens,  Capt.  Tuck- 
erman,  Rew  1,.  W.  Norton,  Capt.  A.  J.  ]\larsh,  Rew  llenr\'  licn^on,  Col. 
Ilenry  T.aker,  Re\'.  T.  II.  Rouse,  Theodore  IJrown,  Col.  A.  l\  Allen  and 
otliers.  .p)  soldiers  were  enlisted,  and  <2,6oo  subscribed.  There  were  meet- 
iiu;s  in  many  other  ])arts  of  the  county.  At  Sinelair\Mlle,  meetings  were 
held,  ol  which  Caleb  J.  Allen  was  chosen  piesident,  and  which  were  address- 
ed 1)\'  Madison  Rurnell,  C.J.  AlUu  and  otliers.  At  I^llin^^ton,  IN^Iand,  Car- 
roll, Kiantone,  Hiisti,  ilannony  and  in  the  middle  and  nortliern  parts  of  the 
count)',  eariK>t  meetini^s  were  held,  soldiers  enlisted,  and  money  subscribed. 

The  fir>t  troops  that  Chautau*pia  sent  to  the  front  marched  e;iriy  in  the 
smnnier  of  and  were  ir.corpoi-ated  as  a  ])art  t)f  the  72nd  Nc-w  \'ork, 

commanded  by  Col.  Nelson  'J'axlor.  'i'hey  coirsi.sted  of  one  company 
recruited  at  Januslown,  three  com]>anies  from  Dunkirk  and  \'icinity,  one  of 
which  was  commanded  b\-  Capt.  W.  O.  vSte\ens,  and  one  company  >ent  from 
\\'e>lfield.  Late  in  the  summer  Chautauqua  county  recruited  and  sent  for- 
ward four  companies  which  were  constituted  a  ])art  of  the  49th  Regiment  of 
New  York  \'olunteers,  c<>ininan(ied  by  Colonel  I'idwell  of  Ihiffd<j.  In  the 
fdl  of  I  Shi  a  comp;my  was  recruited  in  Chautauqua  and  incorporated  into 
the  ''looth  Re«;iment,"  afterwards  commanded  b\'  Col.  James  M.  Urowii, 
who>e  home  was  then  in  Jamestown  ;  and,  in  Nox'ember,  the  "9th  Cavalry,'' 
]>artly  composed,  of  Chautauqua  count)'  troo]>s,  left  for  the  front.  Diirin^^ 
iSf)i  the  war  was  carried  on  with  wiried  success,  lint  few  !L;reat  battles  were 
foUL^ht.  The  most  severe  occurred  at  P>ull  Run  and  Wilson  Creek  in  Mis- 
souri, where  (ten.  John  M.  Scofield,  a  nati\-e  of  this  count)-,  and  now  c<jm- 
mander-in-chief  of  the  arm)'  of  the  I'nited  vStates,  first  distinguished  himself 
in  the  war.  The  )  ear  closed  without  au)'  material  advantaj^^e  beinj^  ^-ained 
by  either  ])arty. 

The  )'ear  1SY12  opened  with  the  surrender  to  the  British  minister  of  Mason 
and  Slidell,  confederate  commissioners  who  had  been  captured  by  Captain 
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Wilkes  from  tlie  Britisli  mail  stcamerv  Trent.  Their  capture  came  near 
involvin^i^  the  United  vStates  in  a  disastrous  war  with  En;j;land.  February 
i6tli  tlie  Union  armies  under  Gen.  Grant  acliieved  tlieir  fir>t  great  success  by 
tlic  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  and  15,000  Confederate  soldiers.  In  March 
occurred  that  remarkable  battte  between  the  ironclads  Merrimac  and  Moni- 
tor. In  A])ril  followed  the  .great  battle  of  vShiloh,  and  also  the  capture  of 
New  Orleans  b\-  the  Union  forces.  The  same  month  McClellan  commenced 
his  advance  upon  Richmond,  during  which  were  fought  the  severe  battles  of 
Williamsburg,  where  Captain  Patrick  IJarrett  of  this  county  w.\.s  killed,  and 
Seven  Pines,  where  Col.  James  M.  lirown,  also  of  tliis  county,  met  his  death 
at  the  head  of  the  looth  regiment.  When  McClellan  was  eoiuj>e]k'(l  to 
retreat  l)efore  sujK-rior  numbers,  se\-en  da>s  of  terrible  batlle>  followed — a 
series  of  the  most  desperate  engagements  e\-er  fought  on  t]ii>  continent.  Lee, 
having  assumed  the  offensix'e,  nio\ed  northward  lor  tlie  ]>nrj)ose  of  taking 
Washington.  His  march  wa->  ehee];ed  by  the  noi  lhi-rn  ai  ni\'  under  ( icueial 
Pope  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  >b)Untain,  Manassas  am!  Chantillw  Again  was 
McClellan  placed  in  command,  and  the  victories  of  v^<>nth  Mountain  and 
Antietam  were  won,  the  euem\*  compelled  to  cross  the  Potomac,  and  the 
safety  of  Washington  secaired.  Man)-  other  1)atlles  weie  f«»ught  during  the 
\ear  scarcely  less  sanguinar\'  and  imjxtitant  tlian  tli<»<e  mentioned.  The 
disastrous  defeat  at  P'redericksburg  closed  the  cam})aign  in  the  east.  In  the 
west  the  close  of  the  year  was  signalized  by  the  desperate  and  bloody  battle 
of  Murl"reesboro. 

In  July  President  Lincoln  called  for  300,000  volunteers  to  ser\e  three 
years,  and  in  August  for  300,000  more  to  serve  nine  months.  Chautau(pia 
county  was  rerpiired  t(^  r.iise  i,So6  men  under  these  calls.  A  large  and 
enthusiastic  war  meeting,  ])resi(led  over  by  Judge  R.  P.  Mar\  in,  was  held  on 
the  T2th  of  July  at  Mayville.  A  military  connnittee  was  appointed  for  Chau- 
taucjua  and  Cattaraugus  counties,  of  which  A.  l\  Allen  was  chairman.  The 
meni1)ers  of  this  committee  were  A.  \\  .Mien,  George  W.  I'atierson,  John 
(r.  Ilinckle)',  Milton  vSmith,  John  V.  Phelps  and  Charles  Kenned)-  Ibr  Chau- 
tanqn.a  county  ;  II.  C.  Young,  J.  P.  Darling,  A.  (k  Rice.  I).  IC.  vSill  and  J. 
C.  Devereaux  for  Cattaraugus  comity.  Re\ .  W.  L.  II)de  in  his  ''History 
of  the  ri2th  Regiment''  sa)s  : 

The  work  of  recruiting  was  now  entered  upon  with  \-igor.  In  all  the  large 
villages,  and  in  almost  every  .scliool  district,  public  meetings  were  held.  ICvery 
man  who  could  indnence  otliers  was  set  at  work.  The  ladies  worked.  The  war 
scarred  veterans  of  the  army  worked.  The  state  and  general  g(»vernment  had 
offered  what  at  that  time  were  considered  adequate  bounties.  It  was  resolved, 
however,  to  offer  still  larger  inducements  by  towns  and  individuals.  In  some 
towns  this  was  done  by  a  direct  tax,  in  others  b\-  individual  subscriptions. 
In  Jamestown,  Col.  A.  F.  Allen  offered  ten  dollars  to  every  recruit  from  the 
6th  district,  up  to  its  full  quota  55.    In  Dunkirk  and  FVedonia  a  fund  of 
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several  thousand  dollars  was  raised  and  paid  out  ;  besides  this,  at  the  meet- 
in<^^s,  watches,  diamond  rin^^s  and  pictures  (the  i^ifts  of  ladies  in  many  cases), 
were  sold  and  coiitrihutcd  tu  the  fund.  For  weeks,  in  many  villaj^es,  the 
])]aces  of  husincss  were  closed  earh'  in  the  afternoon,  and  men  and  women 
repaired  to  the  war  meetim;s.  At  Delanti  a  monster  «^atlierin<^  of  3,000  was 
held  around  a  bonhre,  and  the  quota  of  vStockton  was  filled  at  once.  At 
Chautauqua  J.  ( i.  Pahuitcr,  one  of  her  most  respected  citizens,  exempt  ])y 
a<^e,  caniL'  h)r\vard  and  \'oluntcered,  and  her  quota  was  soon  comj)lete.  In 
Dunkirk,  a  protracted  meetin<;'  was  held  afternoon  and  evening,  for  nine 
da\'s,  Sunda\'  included.  As  the  result  of  these  labors,  700  men  were  recruited 
in  the  county  by  the  „'2d  of  Aui^ust,  and  on  the  29th  it  was  reported  that 
man\'  towns  had  raised  both  quotas." 

This  apportionment  was  adopted  by  the  military  committee  at  its  meet- 
in*^  August  14th.  Arkwright,  population  1,103,  q^^ota  34;  I>usti,  2,011,  62  ; 
Carroll,  1,525,  47;  Charlotte,  1,711,  53;  Chautauqua,  2,837,  88;  Cherry 
Creek,  1,350,  42;  Clynier,  1,330,  41;  Dunkirk,  5,616,  174;  Kllery,  1,751, 
54;   ICllicott,  5,112,  15S;   Kllington,  1,937,  French  Creek,  968,  30; 

Gerry,  1,315,  41;  Hanover,  4,254,  132;  Harmony,  3,606,  112;  Kiantone, 
552,  17;  Miiui,  1,200,  37  ;  Poland,  1,794,  55  ;  Pomfret,  4,293,  1 33  ;  Portland, 
^>9^^3>  61;  Ripley,  2,(U3,  63;  Sheridan,  1,716,  53;  vSherman,  1,394,43; 
Stockton,  1,887,  58;  \'illenova,  1,514,  47;  Westtield,  3,640,  113.  Total 
popudation,  58,422.     Quota,  1,806. 

'I'he  men  who  eidisted  for  Chautauqua  county  in  1862  composed  the  ii2tli 
regiment,  two  companies  of  the  154th,  and  one  company  of  the  7tli  Sharps 
shooters.  These  men  were  mustered  in  and  marched  to  the  front  in  Sep- 
tendjer  1862.  Some  of  the  vohinteers  gallantly  enlisted  at  the  first  call,  aiul 
went  earlier  to  tlie  front  than  others,  and  some  who  went  uidieralded  were 
carried  by  the  fortunes  of  war  into  the  ver)'  heat  of  the  conflict  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  ]>attle.  Xo  comjiarisons  should  be  made  between  them,  for,  at  the 
close  of  war,  the  dej)leted  rauks  of  ever\-  organization  to  which  the\'  belonged 
t(»l(l  of  desperate  ser\-ice  rendered.  All  did  hon(jr  to  themselves  and  their 
countr\-,  under  whatever  regimental  cfjlors  they  marched.  Vet,  as  the  ri2th 
regiment  ct>iitaiue(l  nuiiiv  more  citizens  of  the  county  than  any  other  mili- 
tar\'  o!"g<iniz  ition  tluit  i"ei>resented  it,  more  general  interest  was  taken  in  its 
fortuuc-s,  'I'his  regiiuc-nl,  pre\'it)us  io  de})arture  from  the  count)',  was 
encamped  upc^)n  the  old  fairground  south  of  Jamestown,  which  was  called 
"  Camp  James  M.  ]>rown  "  in  honor  of  gallant  Col.  James  M.  Prown  w]n> 
had  fallen  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  a  little  while  before.  A  large  con- 
course of  peo]:»le  assembled  at  Jamestown  when  the  Ii2tli  left  for  the  front. 
A  stand  of  regimental  colors  was  presented  by  the  state.  Judge  Marvin 
made  the  presentation  speecli  which  was  responded  t(^  by  Colonel  Drake. 
The  deep  interest  au'l  anxious  solicitude  manifested  tor  the  departing  soldiers, 
rendered  the  occasion  unlike  anything  that  had  before  been  witnessed  in  the 
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county,  and  was  not  soon  to  be  foriL^otten.  The  day  of  their  dejxuture  is 
still  sadly  rcnicnibcred  in  many  homes.  On  the  12th  of  September,  they 
left  for  Washington  npon  the  Atlantic  vs:  Great  Western  railroad,  on  the  ijtli 
landed  at  Fortress  ]\Ionroe,  and  soon  marched  to  Snffolk,  Va.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  tlic  board  of  snpervisors  held  in  October,  a  resolution  was  passed 
donating  the  flag  belonging  to  the  connty  to  the  112th.  It  was  sent  by 
express  to  the  regiment  with  an  appropriate  letter. 

Prior  to  the  calls  for  men  which  were  made  in  Jnly  and  Angnst,  bnt  few 
if  any  bounties  were  paid,  and  the  men  who  first  enlisted  received  none. 
Under  these  later  calls  town  bounties  were  paid  to  each  man  enlisting  in  the 
ii2thand  other  regiments.  The  money  was  sometimes  raised  by  subscrip- 
tions, but  more  often  by  means  of  a  note  signed  by  many  citizens  of  the  res- 
pective towns,  and  the  money  was  paid  in  ecpial  bounties  to  men  enlisting  to 
fdi  its  (piotas.  The  signers  of  the  note  trusted  to  the  fairness  of  tlu-  people 
of  their  town  to  reimburse  them,  in  which  they  were  never  disaj^poiuted.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  fall  of  1S62,  the  subject  was 
considered  of  raising  the  bounties  paid  by  levying  taxes  in  the  towns.  It 
was  found  that  the  board  had  no  such  power,  and  the  clerk  was  directed  to 
assess  and  extend  the  tax  in  a  separate  column  in  the  assessment  roll.  Not- 
withstanding the  people  were  divided  in  their  political  views,  and  party  spirit 
ran  high,  the  tax  was  paid  in  the  wdiole  county  without  dissent,  although  it 
had  no  legal  validity,  and  no  power  existed  to  enforce  it. 

January  i,  1S63,  was  made  mcmoral^le  by  the  issuing  of  the  ]>resident\s 
emancipation  proclamation.  In  the  disastrous  battle  of  Chancellorsville 
which  occurred  May  9th,  the  Chautauqua  county  troops  suffered  severely. 
Co.  K.  of  the  I5.|th  regiment  in  this  the  first  battle  in  which  it  was  engaged, 
lost  s  killed,  7  wounded  and  13  prisoners.  The  gallant  Col.  W.  ( >.  Stevens 
of  the  72d  regiment  was  killed,  (ien.  (ieorge  Stoneman  of  the  regular  army, 
a  naii\'e  of  this  county,  co()pcrating  with  Cjcu.  Hooker  in  the  attack  upon 
Chancellorsville,  made  a  brilliant  raid  into  Virginia,  cutting  the  enemy's 
communication  in  every  direction.  July  3d  the  great  victory  of  Oettys1)urg 
was  gained  by  the  Union  army.  This  battle  was  the  turning  ])oint  of  the 
war,  and  ended  all  attempts  by  the  South  to  invade  the  North.  Many  Chau- 
tauqua county  troops  were  engaged  in  the  battle.  In  June  i<*^63,  when  the 
confederate  army  was  invading  Pennsylvania,  the  68th  New  York  militia 
from  Chautauqua  county,  under  Col.  David  S.  P\)rbes  was  ordered  out,  and 
went  to  Gettysburg.  After  the  rebel  army  was  repulsed,  they  returned  home 
having  seen  about  one  month's  active  service.  They  were  in  no  engagement. 
The  P^ourth  of  July  was  celebrated  by  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  to  the 
Union  army.  On  the  19th  and  20th  of  September  was  fought  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga.    On  the  24tli  of  November  occurred  the  storming  and  cap- 
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Hire  of  Lookout  Moinitaiii.  Tlicse  constitute  tlie  leadin<^  events  of  the  war 
in  IVS63. 

Tlie  country  liavin;^  failed  to  meet  tlie  calls  of  Au<;ust,  1S62,  for  300,000 
men,  congress,  March  3d,  1S63,  for  the  purpose  of  fillinj^  the  quota  of  sol- 
diers ])assed  an  enrolment  act,  by  which  all  able  bodied  male  citizens,  and 
aliens  wlio  had  declared  their  intentions  to  become  naturalized,  between  the 
a^es  of  20  and  35,  and  all  unmarried  men  between  the  ages  of  35  and  45 
were  made  to  constitute  the  first  class  "  subject  to  the  draft,  and  all  others, 
the  second  class.  A  commutation  clause  pro\'idcd  that  a  pa\'ment  o(  $300 
would  be  received  in  lieu  of  service.  The  act  also  pro\'ided  for  exemptions. 
The  draft  took  place  in  Auj^ust.  The  draft  in  Chautauqua  county  as  every 
where  else  failed  to  produce  men.  In  Chautauqua  and  Cattarau*^us  counties 
only  108  of  the  2,623  men  drafted  reported  for  duty,  and  1,352  were  exempted. 
The  remainder  furnished  substitutes  or  commuted.  In  the  city  of  New  York 
the  draft  resulted  in  great  riots.  On  the  17th  of  October  a  further  call  was 
made  for  300,000  men. 

1864  was  the  great  year  of  battles.  We  can  onl)'  refer  to  its  principal 
events.  Tlie  western  arm\'  under  C^eneral  vSherman  advanced  southward 
towards  Atlanta,  and,  after  a  series  of  desperate  battles,  he  captured  that  cit\'  in 
vSeptcmber.  lie  then  commenced  his  celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  arrived  near 
Savannah  on  tlie  loth  of  December,  and  occupied  that  city  on  the  21st.  The 
154th  regiment  constituted  a  part  of  his  forces,  and  participated  in  many 
battles  of  his  campaign.  At  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  ]\Iay  8th,  1864,  14  of  its 
men  were  killed  and  42  wounded.  While  vSlierman  was  engaged  in  his 
march  to  the  sea,  the  Confederates  under  Hood  invaded  Tennessee.  Among 
the  battles  fought  was  that  of  Franklin,  in  which  the  Union  forces  com- 
manded ])y  (len.  J.  M.  Schofield  were  victorious.  The  arm\-  of  the  Potomac 
broke  camp  May  3,  and  moved  towards  Richmond.  During  the  spring  and 
earl\-  summer  were  fought  the  sanguinary  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Proc- 
tor's Creek,  where  Lieut.  Col.  Iv  F.  Carj)enter  of  the  1 12th  regiment  was  killed, 
and  of  Cold  Harbor,  in  which,  the  112th  lost  its  brave  C(jmmander,  the 
lamented  Col.  J..C.  Drake,  and  153  men,  of  whom  40  were  killed.  In  ( )eto- 
ber,  the  Albermarle  w:is  sunk  by  Lieutenant  William  Ik  Cusliing,  grandson 
of  Zattu  Cushing. 

On  account  of  the  heavy  losses  of  men  sustained  in  1863,  the  president 
issued  four  calls  for  troops  in  1864  ;  the  first  one  February  i,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  under  the  last  call,  and  for  200,000  additional  men.  PV-bruary  9th 
a  law  was  p:issed  b\'  the  state  legislature  giving  ample  authority  to  towns  to 
raise  money  to  pay  bounties  to  volunteers.  Under  this  act  special  town 
meetings  were" held  in  different  towns  from  time  to  time  during  the  year  for 
that  pur[)ose.  A  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held  at 
Mayville,  March  15,  to  take  action  under  the  bounty  law,  and  over  $175,000 
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in  the  a<i^<;re<^alc  was  assessed  upon  twenty  towns  of  the  connty.  July  26 
anotlier  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held,  and  action  was 
taken  for  raisinj^  further  sums  under  the  bounty  law.  March  14th  a  call  was 
made  by  the  president  for  200,000  men.  As  a  call  for  a  greater  number  of 
men  was  contemplated  by  the  (government  than  had  been  made  at  any  one  time 
before,  a  draft  was  ordered,  that  the  quotas  of  the  various  localities  should  be 
filled  preparatory  thereto.  A  draft  was  accordingly  made  in  this  county  in 
June.  As  many  of  the  men  that  were  drafted  were  subsequently  exempted, 
new  drafts  were  made,  until  the  quotas  of  the  towns  were  filled.  The  men 
drafted  usually  commuted  or  furnished  substitutes.  On  the  i8th  of  July  a 
call  was  made  for  500,000  men,  and,  on  the  19th  of  December,  a  call  was 
made  for  300,000  more.  This  was  the  last  call  made  f(^r  men  during  the 
war. 

In  the  j)resi(K'ntial  eK'cti(»n  that  occurred  in  1.S6,},  Abraham  Ijncoln  was 
the  candidate  of  the  Republicans  and  Gen.  George  li.  McClellan  that  of  the 
Democrats.  Lincoln,  the  successful  candidate,  received  in  Chautauqua 
county  8,708  votes  and  McClellan  3,992.  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  of  Chautauqua 
county,  the  Republican  candidate  for  governor,  received  8,762  votes  in  the 
county,  and  Horatio  Seymour,  the  Democratic  candidate,  3,952. 

865  witnessed  the  close  of  the  war.  One  of  the  early  events  of  1865 
was  the  ca]:)ture  of  Fort  Fisher.  The  112th  participated  in  the  desperate 
assault,  and  lost  13  killed  and  31  wounded  ;  among  the  killed  was  Col.  J.  F". 
vSmith.  On  the  8th  of  April,  General  Lee  and  his  whole  army  surrendered 
to  General  Grant  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  which  substantially  closed  the 
Civil  War.  -   '       -  - 

Limited  s])ace  has  permitted  only  a  brief  account  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  soldiers  of  Chautauqua  county  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  A  record 
of  their  honorable  service  should  be  fully  preserved,  including  personal 
ex])eriences  and  incidents,  which  now  rest  only  in  the  memory  of  tliose  liv- 
ing. The  history  of  the  ii2th  has  already  been  admira])ly  written  by  its 
chaplain.  Rev.  Wm.  ly.  Hyde,  who  has  told  the  story  of  his  regiment  consci- 
entioush-  and  without  exaggeration.  He  has  prepared  for  this  history 
these  sketches  of  the  different  regiments  represented  b}'  soldiers  of  this 
county,  which  i^ive  a  condensed  and  comprehensive  account  of  the  service 
that  they  rendered. 

F\>RTV-Xix'rir  RH(;imi%xt. — Late  in  the  summer  of  1861,  four  companies 
were  recruited  at  F'rcdonia,  Westficld,  F^orestville  and  Jamestown.  These 
companies  were  incorporated  vSeptember  i6th  at  lUiffalo  with  six  other  com- 
panies as  the  49th  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Colonel,  afterwards 
Brigadier  General  Bidwell,  of  Buffalo.  Besides  these,  Lieut.  T.  T.  Cluney 
took  a  number  of  men  that  lie  had  recruited  in  Jamestown  which  were 
assigned  to  Co.  A.    The  staff  officers  were :   Lieutenant  Colonel,  W.  A. 
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AllKMovr  ;  Major,  W.  Johnson  ;  O.  M.,  H.  D.  TilHn<,-li:ist  ;  Adjutant,  W. 
Bullyniore  ;  Surj^eon,  J.  A.  Hall  ;  Assistant  Suri^eon,  \V.  \V.  Potter.  Co.  A. 
was  connnaiKkd  ]>>'  II.  X.  Marsli,  captain  ;  P.  vS.  Cottle  and  T.  T.  Cluney, 
lieutenants.  Co.  (r.,  J.  C.  Drake  captain,  P.  vStevcns  and  J.  G.  Tonison 
lieutenants.  Co.  I.,  I^.  I).  Holt  captain,  J.  A.  P)0)'d  first  lieutenant.  Co.  K., 
A.  J.  Marsh  captain,  A.  J.  liuwen  and  K.  P\  Carpenter  lieutenants.  Two 
weeks  after  it  left  the  county  this  regiment  was  part  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  on  the  field.''  All  of  the  history  of  the  gallant  vSixth  Corps  they 
shared  in  the  making.  In  all  the  severe  struggles  through  which  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  passed  from  McClellan's  first  campaign  against  Richmond  to 
the  final  issue  at  A])pomattox  under  Grant  the  regiment  had  its  part.  Ser- 
geant R.  P\  vSmith  has  a  list  of  23  battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged, 
besides  numerous  lesser  conflicts.  It  furnished  several  general  officers  to 
other  regiments.  The  term  of  enlistment  expired  while  fighting  in  the 
Shenandoah  \'alley,  September  17,  i^S64.  Man\'  returned  home.  ICuough 
reenlisted  with  the  recruits  to  ))reser\'e  the  regimental  organization,  wdiich 
did  good  service  till  the  close  of  the  war.  The  losses  were  heavy  from  the 
beginning  of  the  canrpaign  of '64.  Total  killed,  or  died  from  wounds,  521, 
out  of  a  total  enrolment  of  1,312. 

Tin-  Oxic  HrxDRici)  Twp:r.i'TH  Rkgimkxt  was  recruited  in  this  county 
in  the  summer  of  1*862,  in  response  to  the  two  calls  of  President  Lincoln, 
each  for  300,000  volunteers  to  serve  tlvee  years  or  during  the  war.  The 
quota  of  this  state  was  apportioned  to  the  several  senatorial  districts.  In  the 
31st  district  (Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  counties)  the  military  committee, 
at  first,  resoh'cd  to  raise  one  new  regiment,  and  with  the  rest  of  the  quota 
recruit  the  organizations  previously  foriued  in  the  district.  Afterwards  this 
plan  was  changed,  and  it  was  deemed  most  practical  to  raise  two  new  regi- 
ments. The  quota  assigned  to  this  county  under  both  calls  was  1,806,  or 
one  out  of  every  sixty  of  its  entire  population.  War  meetings  were  held  in 
the  villages,  the  school  districts  were  canvassed.  Large  bounties  were  held 
out  as  inducements  to  enlist.  This  vigorous  recruiting  campaign  resulted  in 
raising  13  full  companies  of  100  men  each.  Ten  of  these  constituted  the 
1 1 2th  regiment.  Two  were  joined  to  tbe  i54tli  (Cattaraugus,)  and  one 
was  organized  as  a  coiupany  of  "  sharp  six  oters,"  and  temporarily  attached 
to  the  1 1 2th.  The  companies  were  ofiicered  by  those  who  had  done  the 
priucipal  work  of  recruiting  in  the  localiti  es  where  they  were  raised.  Capt. 
J.  C.  Drake  of  the  49th  X.  Y.  V.,  who  had  left  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  Westfield  to  take  part  in  the  great  struggle  for  the  Union,  was 
chosen  colonel.  The  regiment  was  composed  of  the  best  material  the  county 
could  furnish,  largel}'  from  the  rural  districts,  and  from  all  walks  of  ci\'il 
life,  young,  vigorous,  patriotic.  It  was  uiustered  into  U.  S.  service  Sept.  11, 
1862,  and  the  next  day  started  for  the  seat  of  war. 
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The  officers  of  the  coloners  staff  were  F.  A.  Redin,<^^t.on,  lieutenant-colonel  ; 
E.  F.  Carpenter,  major;  S.  H.  Marvin,  adjutant;  l\  Waters,  O.  M.  ;  C.  E. 
Washburn,  surgeon  ;  E.  Bo\  d  and  J.  R.  Thomas,  assistant  surgeons  ;  Rev. 
W.  L.  Hyde,  chaplain.  Non-commissioned  staff:  A.  M.  Lowry,  serial,  major  ; 
W.  H.  Shaw,  O.  M.  S.  ;  (ieo.  F.  Parmelee,  C.  S.  ;  C;eor^e  Comstock,  H.  S.  ; 
Hiram  Vorce,  A.  S.  The  line  officers  were  Co.  A.,  J.  F.  Smitli,  captain  ; 
A.  Dunham,  ist  lieutenant ;  H.  R.  I>arrows,  2d  lieutenant.  Co.  I>.,  W.  H. 
Chaddock,  captain  ;  J.  H.  Maynard,  ist  lieutenant  ;  J.  C.  Russ,  2d  lieutenant. 
Co.  C,  X.  vS.  vScott,  captain  ;  (t.  L.  Pierce  and  G.  S.  Talcott,  lieutenants. 
Co.  TX,  E.  A.  Curtis,  ca])tain  ;  R.  A.  L.  Corl^ett  and  A.  M.  Thayer,  lieu- 
tenants. Co.  IC,  I'rank  Waters,  captain  ;  vS.  II.  Sh  riek  and  X.  Randall, 
lieutenants.  Co.  1'.,  J.  H.  ^Matthews,  captain  ;  L.  Andiews  and  C.  W.  Hoyt, 
lieutenants.  Co.  (i.,  V.  vStewns,  cai»lain  ;  ( r.  W.  r»ar])er,  (r.  W.  h\>x,  lieu- 
tenants. Co.  II.,  J.  (i.  Palmiter,  ca])taiu  ;  L.  T.  Damon,  IC.  l\  Smith,  lieu- 
tenants. Co.  I.,  C.  II.  Oley,  captain;  L.J.  Parker,  C.  A.  Crane,  lieutenants. 
Co.  K.,  E.  A.  Ludwick,  captain  ;  G.  l\  Mount,  CjCo.  Colx'ille,  lieutenants. 

The  rei;iment  was  sent  to  vSuffolk,  Va.,  where  it  suffered  severely  from 
sickness.  It  was  further  depleted  by  permitting;- batteries  of  artillery  to  be 
recruited  from  its  ranks.  It  did  ^ood  service  at  the  sei.c;'e  of  vSuffolk,  and 
was  afterward  sent  to  Charleston  Harbor  to  take  })art  in  the  siei^e  operations 
of  General  Gilmore.  It  was  transferred  to  the  arm\-  of  the  James  in  the 
spriii;^^  of  Y)4,  and  in  June  temporarih'  to  the  arm\-  of  the  Pot(jmac.  It  shared 
in  the  oj^erations  a;^ainst  Pelersbur<^,  was  eui^ai^ed  with  the  arm\'  of  the 
James,  north  of  the  James  river,  in  the  fall  of  '64.  The  next  winter  it  took 
part  in  the  successful  assault  on  P'ort  Fisher,  X.  It  was  'Mnuslered  out'' 
June  29,  i<S65,  at  Ralei.L;h,  X.  ( '.  It  was  en^^ai^ed  in  16  battles.  There  were 
killed  and  died  of  wounds,  officers  9,  men  122  ;  died  of  diseasej)  193,  Total 
enrolment  i ,4s [. 

Thi-  ()xi<:  Hrxi)Ri:i»  lMi-TV-lH)rRTH  Ri*,gi.mj;xt  was  principally  recruited 
in  Cattarau<;us  county  durini^  the  summer  of  i<S62.  Two  companies, 
E.  and  F'.,  were  recruited  in  this  county.  Co.  IC.  had  for  its  captain  J.  P>. 
Fa>',  of  Portland,  lieutenants  Isaac  T.  Jenkins  and  Alexan«ler  McDade. 
Co.  F.,  Thomas  Donnelly  captain,  John  (\  (jriswold  and  Dana  P.  Morton 
lieutenants.  The  re.i^imental  staff  was  :  ("ol.,  P.  PI.  Jones  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
H.  C.  Loomis  ;  ^lajor,  D.  H.  Allen  ;  Adjutant,  S.  ( Xoyes  ;  Surgeon,  II.  Wan 
Acrnam  ;  Q.  M.,  T.  A.  Allen  ;  Chaplain,  H.  D.  Lowinjj^.  The  re.ij-iment  left 
for  Washin,i;ton,  D.  C,  September  29,  1862.  It  was  first  attached  to  the  nth 
army  corps  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  afterwards  it  was  connected  with  the 
20th  army  corps  and  participated  in  its  service  durini^  the  war.  As  i)art  of 
this  corps  it  shared  in  Sherman's  <;rand  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savan- 
nah and  thence  to  Raleij^h,  X.  C.  It  also  took  part  in  the  <;rand  review  in 
Washington  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  June  11,  1865.    Amoni;  the  many 
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battles  in  which  it  participated  were  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Waiihat- 
chie,  Missionary  Rid<^^e,  Mill  Creek,  Dallas,  Pine  Knob,  Kennesaw,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savannah.  The  greatest  loss  it  sustained  in  a  single 
battle  was  at  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  May  8,  1864,  when  14  were  killed  and  42 
wounded.  The  total  nunil^cr  of  deaths  in  battle,  prison,  and  disease  was  278, 
of  which  90  occurred  in  Confederate  prisons. 

vSi-:\  i-NTH  Sua R rs I i(x)T I', RS.  Iji  the  summer  of  1862,  while  recruiting 
for  the  army  was  going  on,  many  expert  rillemen  in  the  south  of  the  county 
thought  that  a  suflicieut  number  ol"  accurate  marksmen  could  be  found  to 
form  a  com|)any  of  sharpshooters.  'J'heir  ipiest  was  successful  and  an  organiza- 
tion formed.  Joseph  vS.  Arnold  was  made  captain,  ^Ir.  C.  J.  Hall  and 
Clinton  Perr\',  lieutenants.  There  were  originally  13  non-commissioned 
officers  and  83  privates.  In  October,  1863,  the  company  received  12  recruits. 
The  company  was  at  first  attached  to  the  112th  regiment.  At  Suffolk  it 
was  detached,  and  assigned  to  its  pro[)er  arm\'  organization.  It  did  good 
ser\'ice  at  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  and  afterward,-^  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
Its  dut\'  was  full  of  peril.  It  was  alway  s  at  the  front,  alert  and  watchful  to 
resist  the  first  onset  gf  the  enemy.  Its  casualties  were  9  killed,  11  died  of 
wounds  or  disease. 

Si-:\'i;\  rv-vS!:co.\'i>  RicCri.Mi-.XT — Chautauqua  county  responded  promptly 
to  the  call  of  President  I^ineoln,  Ma>-  3,  1861.  Py  the  28th  of  May,  Captain 
J.  yi.  Piown  had  recruited  110  men,  (Co.  P.,)  in  Jamestown  and  vicinity, 
and  left  for  the  rendezvous  at  Staten  Island.  He  was  soon  followed  by  Cap- 
tains \V.  (1.  Stevens,  Patrick  Parrett  and  S.  M.  Doyle,  with  three  companies 
from  Dunkirk  and  vicinit\-,  and  Captain  11.  J.  l)liss  from  Westfield  with  a 
com|)an\'  recruited  there.  These  companies  were  coiistituted  part  of  the  72d 
regiment  of  the  famous  vSickle's  Prigade.  The  original  organization  was: 
Col.  Nelson  Taylor,  Lieut.  Col.  I.  Mo.^es,  Maj.  \V.  ( ).  Stevens,  Surgeon  C.  K. 
Irwin,  Chaplain  Rev.  P.  \V.  Norton,  Adjt.  S.  M.  Doyle,  O.  M.,  P\  W.  G. 
hhey.  (  )ii  the  co!in)letion  of  the  rei^inieiit  Com[)an\'  P  had  as  its  captain 
Darwin  Willard,  Alfred  vS.  Mason  and  vS.  Pailey  lieutenants,  84  men.  Co. 
D.,  Ca])lain  C.  K.  Abel,  lieutenants,  Hugh  H.  Hinnian,  John  H.  Howard, 
76  men.  C»).  1%.,  Captain  Patrick  Parrett,  lieutenants  \Vm.  Toomey,  G.  \V. 
Wallace,  87  men.  Co.  G.,  Captain  H.  J.  Pliss,  C.  \V.  Pliss,  J.  A.  Smith, 
lieutenants,  72  men.  Co.  IP,  Captain  S.  M.  Doyle,  L.  Marcus,  D.  Loeb, 
lieutenants,  70  men. 

The  Regiment  arrived  at  Washington  July  26tli,  being  one  of  the  three 
first  regiments  to  reach  the  capital  alter -the  first  battle  of  Pull  Run.  It 
formed  part  of  the  Third  Corps,  afterward  the  Second  Corps  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  with  wliich  it  was  con.nected  during  its  term  of  service.  The 
regiment  had  its  full  share  of  the  severe  work  of  the  gallant  army  of  the 
Potomac.     Its  losses  were  heavy.     Colonel  Stevens,  (promoted  from  majorj. 
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Avas  killed  at  Clianccllorsville,  Va.,  Captain  Willard  at  Fort  INIa^^nuler,  Cap- 
tain Barrett  at  Williamsburg.  The  total  of  killed  during  the  war  was  165, 
or  twelve  and  one-eighth  per  cent,  of  enrolment.  89  died  of  disease.  The 
regiment  was  engaged  in  15  battles,  and  present  at  7  more.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  service  those  who  reenlisted  and  the  recruits  were,  June 
23,  1864,  transferred  to  the  120th  N.  Y.  WAs. 

Oxiv  HiXDRivDTii  Rk(;i.mi<xt.  In  the  fall  of  1861  this  regiment  was 
recruited  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity.  At  the  same  time  Captain  James  M.  ]]rown 
of  Co.  1>.  72d  X.  v.,  was  in  Jamestown  on  recruiting  service.  lie  was  an 
officer  of  fme  military  bearing,  had  had  experience  in  the  Mexican  war,  a 
man  of  untiring  energy  and  a  rigid  disciplinarian.  The  colonelcy  of  the 
One  Hundredth  was  tendered  to  hiui  and  acce]>ted.  luiough  men  U)  make 
a  full  company  went  with  him  to  this  regiment,  which  was  fir>t  assigned  to 
General  Casey's  Division,  army  of  the  Potomac.  Colonel  Brown  fell  at  the 
battle  of  vSeven  Pines,  May  31,  1862,  while  making  a  desperate  charge  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment.  The  Owe  Hundredth  participated  in  many  battles 
during  Mc<"lellan\s  peninsular  campaign  ;  Was  sent  to  Charleston  harbor  in 
March,  1863,  where  it  took  part  in  the  reduction  (jf  forts  Gregg  and  Wag- 
ner. It  served  with  the  army  of  the  James  in  1816,  and  afterwards  with  the 
aruiy  of  the  Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war.  It  has  the  honorable  record 
of  26  battles  in  which  it  participated. 

Fortv-Im)Urtii  Rkglmi-.xt — The  Peoj)les  Ivllsworth  Regiment."  This 
command  was  organized  at  Albaiiy  and  mustered  into  the  I'.  vS.  service 
September  24,  i86[,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  It  was  com- 

posed of  volunteers  from  nearly  every  town  or  ward  in  the  state,  and  con- 
tained a  superior  class  of  young  men  all  being  under  30  years  of  age. 
(History  of  Cattaraugus  Count)',  l)age  205.) 

XixTH  Cavalrv — Tliis  regiment  was  organized  at  Albany  and  mustered 
into  the  service  of  tlie  I'nited  States  from  vSeptem1)er  9  ti^  Xo\em1)er  19, 
i86r,  for  three  years  under  field  officer  Colonel  John  I>eardsie\',  Livutenant- 
Colonel  William  V>.  Hyde,  and  Majors  William  vSackett,  Charles  McL.  Knox, 
and  George  vS.  Xicliols.  The  regiment  left  for  Washington  Xovember  26, 
and  is  credited  with  jxarticipating  in  the  engagement  of  Cedar  Mountain, 
Brandy  vStation  (where  it  lost  4  killed  and  25  wounded  and  missing, )  (raines- 
ville,  vSecond  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  Antietam,  (rettysburgh,  Rappahanock 
Station,  Opequan,  Trevilian  Station  (where  4  were  killed  and  |6  wounded 
and  missing,)  The' Wilderiiess,  Coal  Harbor,  Deep  Bottom,  Winchester,  Cul- 
peper,  Cedar  Creek,  Peter.^burgh  and  Richmond.  The  deaths  numbered  223  ; 
90  were  killed  and  died  of  wounds.  On  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  ser- 
vice the  original  members  not  veterans  were  mustered  out.  The  4th  X.  Y. 
Cav.  was  then  transterrcd  to  the  9th  as  ('ompanies  I>,  Iv,  and  L,  and  the  whole, 
veterans  and  recruits  mustered  out  July  17,  1865.    (Catt.  Co.  Hist.) 
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FiFTHKXTii  Cavalry — Tliis  regiment  organized  for  three  years  at  Syra- 
cuse was  composed  of  companies  raised  in  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus,  Erie, 
Genesee,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Ontario,  Orange  and  Tompkins  counties.  It 
was  mustered  into  service  from  August  8,  1863,  to  January  14,  1864,  and, 
June  17,  1863,  was  consolidated  witli  the  Gtli  Cavalry  as  the  "  Second  N.  V. 
ProN'isional  Cavalry.''    It  lost  altogether  168  men. 

We  ha\'c  now  brought  the  story  of  the  county  to  a  period  which  is  within 
the  mniioi)'  oi"  pcnpk-  not  ]).ist  the  priuie  of  life  and  who  h:ive  been  actors  in 
its  history,  l^uuiliaritv  with  e\'ents  divest  tliem  of  historic  interest  and  ren- 
der a  detcdled  uarrati\'e  tedious.  Since  the  civil  war  the  county  has  advanced 
in  pros[)erit\'  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  liy  the  census  of  1865  its  popula- 
tion was  58,528  ;  by  the  census  of  1890  its  population  was  75,202.  Its  growth 
in  Wealth  has  1)ecn  more  extraordinarw  The  assessed  value  of  real  estate  at 
the  close  of  the  ci\-il  war  in  1865  was  $12,904,010.  lu  1893  it  was  ,$26, 590,- 
395.  To  the  growth  of  the  grape  industry,  aud  the  founding  of  the  Chau- 
tau'|tia  Assembly,  this  increase  is  largely  due.  These  have  been  the  import- 
ant events  that  have  occtirred  here  in  later  }'ears.  The  grape  industry  has 
greatly  advanced  the  value  of  real  estate  in  the  northern  towns.  The  Chau- 
tautjua  As^end)ly  has  caused  thousands  of  peo])le  to  gather  here  annually 
and  tile  value  of  propert\-  around  the  lake  has  enhanced,  new  and  beautiful 
towns  along  its  shores  have  been  founded,  and  the  population  and  wealth 
of  tho>e  before  estabiislied  has  increased.  The  high  raidc  that  the  county 
hoMs  for  intellectual  and  moral  inHuence.  is  also  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
the  Cl!autan(|ua  Assembly.  Tlie  work  of  liislio])  \^incent  and  his  com|)eers 
has  l)een  of  inestimable  \alue  to  our  people.  They  have  made  the  name 
of  v'hautau'pia  f unous. 

?^Ian\-  lii;Jil\-  tlistingnished  men  have  been  numl)ered  among  our  citizens 
while  inan\-  otlieis  wlmse  li\-es  ha\-e  passed  elsewhere  were  born  within  our 
bonlers.  Pr<.mine!it  among  lluse  was  Reuben  Iv.  h\'nton,  who  served  10 
>'ears  in  C««n.M\  -;;,  o]iee  elected  Tnited  States  senator  and  twice  gv)\'ernor  (jf 
New  \'o!k  ;  lie  w  is  born  in  Carroll,  and  had  his  residence  all  of  his  life  in  the 
count}-.  Oeorge  Stoiieman,  also  born  here,  was  educated  at  West  Point,  in 
the  ci\'il  w;ir  tli>tinguishr^d  himself  as  a  generaPof  cavalr\',  and  in  1863  made 
a  famous  raid  in  \'irginia.  After  the  war  he  was  elected  governor  of  Cali- 
fornia. Davis  IL  Waite,  the  distinguished  governor  of  Colorado,  was  a  native 
of  Cliautauqua  county  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  liis  life  being  for 
many  years  tiie  editor  of  the  Janirsfoa'/i  Journal.  Geiuge  W.  Patterson, 
lieuten;uit-go\  ernor  of  the  state  of  Xew  York,  aiul  twice  speaker  of  the  assem- 
bly, was  man\-  \-ears  a  citi/.eu  of  Westfield  where  he  died.  John  I>idwell,  a 
resident  of  California,  the  prohibition  candidate  for  president  of  the  United 
States  in  ^"^92,  was  born  in  Ch  nier.  Gen.  John  M.  Seliofield  was  born  in 
(jerrv,  wa.>  uiaduated  at  West  Point,  served  in  the  civil  war,  commanded  tlie 
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Union  forces  at  tlie  battle  of  Franklin  in  which  he  defeated  Hood,  was  for  a 
short  time  vSecretary  of  War,  and  is  now  commander  in  chief  of  the  United 
States  army.  William  B.  Gushing,  famous  for  his  darini^  deeds  among  which 
was  the  destruction  of  the  Albemarle,  was  a  grand-son  of  Zaltu  Cushing.  He 
once  made  it  his  home  in  Chautaucjua  where  his  father  ?^Iilton  1 5.  Gushing 
was  ])orn.  Among  the  distinguished  editors  that  the  county  has  produced 
is  F'rank  W.  Talnier.  He  was  born  in  Jamestown  and  was  the  editor  of  the 
Jamestown  Jonninl.  He  subsequentl}'  became  the  editor  of  the  /Nfcr-Occan 
at  Ghicago  and  post-master  of  that  city.  KlHot  F.  vSliepard  was  born  in 
Jamestown,  married  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Vanderl^ilt  of  Xew  York,  was 
well  known  as  the  editor  of  the  jVcii'  Yofk  Mail  nnd  Express.  I»eman 
Brockway  for  many  years  in  the  earlier  ]-)art  of  his  life  was  the  editor  of  the 
Mayi-illc  Smfinrl  and  influential  in  the  politics  of  the  county.  Horace 
Greeley  in  his  early  life  lived  for  a  short  tiuie  in  the  county  and  set  type  for 
the  Frcdofua  Censor.  Philetus  vSaw\-er,  United  States  senator  froni  Wiscon- 
sin, once  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill  in  Poland.  George  M.  Pullman,  of 
Chicago,  famed  as  the  inventor  of  the  "  IMillman  "  cars  was  born  in  Portland. 
Sir  Charles  L.  Webster,  the  publisher,  who  was  knighted  by  the  Pope  and 
who  received  many  favors  from  royalty,  was  1)orn  in  this  county.  Ransom 
IJiirnell  a  native  of  Gharhjtte,  a  brother  of  Madison  P>urnell,  became 
a  prominent  lawyer  in  California.  Stej)hen  H.  Allen,  born  in  Sinclai rville,  is 
now  one  of  the  judges  that  constitute  the  highest  court  in  Kansas. 

For  many  years  Albion  W.  Tourgee  the  well-known  author  has  uiade  his 
liome  in  ^[ayville.  He  has  invested  certain  portions  of  our  county  with 
romance.  I  button's  Inn  will  be  read  and  its  author  remembered  when  others 
whose  claims  to  distinction  rest  merely  upon  public  ])osition  will  be  forgotten, 
Richard  T.  PZly,  who  as  an  author  and  ]X)litical  economist  has  a  national 
reputation,  is  the  son  of  Ezra  P^ly  of  Fredonia  and  was  l)orn  in  Ri])ley.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Columbia  college  and  of  Heidelberg  University,  Germany. 
Philip  Phillips,  the  famous  *'  Pilgrim  Singer,"  whom  Bishop  Vincent  speaks 
of  as  a  world  wide  traveler  who  has  compassed  the  globe  and  reached  a 
larger  number  of  hearers  than  any  other  religious  singer  of  the  day,"  was  a 
native  of  Stockton.  Belle  Weaver  Cole,  a  singer  of  world-wide  celebrity,  was 
born  near  Mayville.  The  list  of  judges,  members  of  congress  and  eminent 
men  who  are  esteemed  for  their  talent  or  distinguished  for  their  achievements, 
and  whose  birth  place  or  homes  have  been  in  Chautauqua,  might  be  still 
further  extended. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

SYLVA  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 
I5v  JAMJCS  T.  Howards,  D.  I).  I.L.  I). 

5IEUR  LA  SALLE  and  liis  followers  were  the  first  Europeans  who 
looked  upon  the  frost-clad  hills  of  Chautauqua  county.  This  was  dur- 
ing;' their  voyaj^e  throu,!^!!  T/\ke  ICrie  in  1679  ;  this  wilderness,  how- 
ever, was  rarely  traversed  by  the  white  man  until  a  hundred  }'ears  later. 
Probably  no  other  portion  of  our  countr)'  was  more  uniformly  co\'ered  with  a 
hea\'\'  _i4r()Wl1i  of  lind)er.  'V\\v  earliest  settlets  found  few  ])are  spaces,  and  tlie 
wliole  surface  was  essential  1\'  one  un1)i'oken  forest.  The  ccMUit)'  »s  bounded 
1)y  straii;ht  lines  on  the  south,  east,  and  west,  and  on  the  north  for  a  few 
miles  b\'  Cattaraui;us  creek  to  its  outlet,  thence  l)y  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
wdiich,  from  this  point,  runs  in  a  southwesterly  direction.  Xearh'  parallel 
with  this  shore,  at  a  distance  of  from  five  to  ten  miles,  is  a  rid^^e  wh.ich 
divides  the  count)-  into  two  parts,  one  beloni^in*;-  to  the  Saint  Lawrence 
basin,  the  other  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  basin.  This  ridt^e  enters  the 
count)'  near  Mi  11a,  thence  b\-  Summit  and  Prospect  crosses  the  Cattarau.j^us 
line  near  Xasliville,  in  Hanox'er.  A  tier  of  fix'c  snudl  lakes  follows  closeh' 
alouLj'  this  ridi^e.  I'rom  tliis  watershed  start  forth  nnnien)us  streams  which 
b\'  winding  and  di\'erse  paths  seek  the  ocean.  The  surface  of  the  county 
varies  from  700  to  1,500  feet  abo\'e  sea  level,  ihus  its  topoL;raph\'  is  hi<.(hly 
fa\'orable  to  forest  i^rowth.  North  of  the  ridi^e  the  climate  is  tem])ered  by 
I^ak','  I'h'ie,  and  clu  rislied,  in  addition  to  the  liavdier  trees,  some  whit'h  usually 
llouri.sh  in  a  nioie  S(»uI]iitii  latitude.  The  sanu-  conditions  prowd  hi^iddy 
fax'orable  to  tlie  ^lowtli  of  fruit  trees,  and  ha\"e  made  this  re;^'ion  famous  as 
the  '\!^rai)e  belt,''  which  \  ields  annuall)'  o\'er  $1,000,000  worth  of  this  deli- 
cious product.  Sixt)'-fi\'e  nati\'e  species  of  trees  are  found  in  this  coinit\',  and 
only  107  in  the  whole  state.  Tlie  broad-leaved  varieties  are  vastly  in  the 
majorit)',  numberiniL;  sixt>'  species.  (Jf  the  narrow-leaved,  or  conifers,  there 
are  but  five  kinds — the  white  pine,  hemlock,  ])itch  pine,  balsam  fir  and  tam- 
arack. Althou_L;h  lew  in  mnnber,  the  conifers  have  been  of  far  j^reater  com- 
mercial value,  but  the  hard  woods  in  former  times  yielded  no  small  revenue 
to  the  hard)-  i>ioneeis.  Their  employment  now  in  furniture  and  finishin*;- 
not  only  opens  up  a  new  source  of  profit,  but  marks  a  distinct  advance  in 
<^ood  taste,  for  the  beautiful  «;rain  and  markinj^s  of  the  natural  wood  are 
incomparabl)-  more  pleasin<^  than  cheap  coverin<;s  of  paint. 
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The  area  of  the  county  is  1,099  ^^^P^^'^re  miles,  or  703.360  acres.  Good 
judges  estimate  that  this  was  originally  covered  with  an  average  of  15,000 
feet  of  sawing  timber  per  acre.  This  would  make  an  aggregate  of  10,550,400 
feet.  At  $3  per  M.  this  would  amount  in  value  to  531,651,200.  Most 
of  the  valuable  timber  has  been  cut,  altliough  no  small  amount  of  hard  wood 
fit  for  sawing  still  remains,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  about  one-tenth 
of  the  area  is  still  covered  with  forests.  North  of  the  Ridge,  however,  the 
percentage  is  somewhat  smaller.  The  preservation  of  these  woods  is  a  sub- 
ject well  worthy  the  consideration  of  every  intelligent  citizen.  The  relation 
of  trees  to  climate,  fertilit)'  of  soil,  health  industries  and  beauty  of  landscape 
is  now  commanding  the  attention  of  some  of  the  best  minds  in  our  country. 

Most  of  the  forest  area  of  this  county  was  cK-arcd  without  regard  for  the 
value  of  the  timl)er.  The  j)rinK'U"y  idea  was  to  get  rid  of  it  and  thus  prepare 
the  land  for  agricultural  purposes.  Brush  was  piled,  the  trees  cut  into  con- 
venient lengths  and  rolled  or  skidded/'  into  great  heaps  for  burning.  Neigh- 
borly cooperation  usually  lightened  the  labor  of  logging,  l)Ut  the  toil  of  con- 
cpiering  the  forest  was  always  heavy,  and  corn,  wheat,  and  -potatoes  contested 
with  huge  stumps  for  the  right  to  occu|)y  the  soil.  The  destruction  of  the 
forest  was  not  by  any  means  an  entire  waste.  Three  uses  were  served  by  the 
slaughtered  trees — they  were  needed  for  log  houses  and  other  pur])oses 
on  the  farm.  The  ashes  were  a  source  of  revenue,  and,  in  time,  the 
more  valuable  kinds  of  liunber  were  marketable  at  home  and  in  the  great 
cities  along  the  AUegau)'  and  ( )hio.  It  is  most  interesting  t<i  converse  with 
carh'  settlers  in  regard  to  the  ])r<jminence  of  the  ash-kettle  "  in  pioneer 
days.  Ashes  were  carefully  collected,  and,  strange  to  say,  constituted  for 
\'ears  the  readiest,  and  often  the  only,  means  possessed  by  the  settlers  for 
obtaining  monc)'.  These  ashes  were  leached,  and  the  l\-e  boiled  down  to  the 
consistency  of  thick  "  hasty-})udding."  This  formed  the  black  salts  so 
well  known  to  pioneers,  which,  by  intense  heat  at  the  aslieries,  was  con- 
verted into  pearlash.  Pot  and  pearlashes  always  commanded  good  prices. 
For  these  the  farmers  could  get  cash  to  pay  taxes.  The  extent  and  value  of 
this  industry  was  remarkable.  One  merchant  in  Mayville  averaged,  for 
months,  a  pa\-ment  for  this  article  of  <Soo  per  week.  A  merchant  in  Dun- 
kirk declared  that  the  cash  received  for  goods  at  the  time  of  sale  did  not 
exceed  ten  per  cent.,  the  remainder  being  ''charged,"  and  to  be  paid  for  in 
"  black  salts,''  or  house  ashes.  The  annual  sale  of  pot  and  pearlashes  at  his 
store  during  six  years  varied  from  $20,000  to  $40,000. 

As  the  trees  from  one  acre  produced  only  about  ten  dollars'  worth  of 
ashes  it  will  be  seen  how  rapidly  the  forests  passed  into  the  ash  kettles.  The 
timber  thus  consumed  was  mostly  hardwood.  Many  of  the  towns  in  this 
county  were  originally  covered  with  a  magnificent  growth  of  white  pine. 
This  was  especially  true  of  Carroll,  Kiantonc,  Busti,  Poland,  and  Kllicott. 
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Vast  quantities  of  this  timber  were  sold  down  the  river  at  prices  whicli  today 
seem  insignificant."  The  best  clear-stuff  lumber,  which  now  sells  for  $40  or 
$50  a  thousand,  tlien  brou;ii;-ht  not  more  than  $5.  If  tlie  orii^inal  pine  timber 
stood  on  many  a  farm  in  this  county  today,  it  would  be  worth  several  times 
the  present  value  of  the  farm  witli  its  buildin^^s  and  improvements.  Ihit  the 
insatiate  axe  and  saw  liave,  after  all,  served  a  noble  purpose,  and  carved  the 
way  to  o-rcater  comfort  and  a  richer,  fuller  life. 

Perliaps  a  few  giants  of  the  greenwood  deserves  a  passing  notice.  The 
largest  tree  that  ever  grew  in  the  county  flourislied  on  the  banks  of  Walnut 
creek  nCvir  Sil\'er  Creek.  It  was  a  bkiclc  walnut  31  feet  in  circumference. 
It  was  70  feet  from  the  ground  to  the  lowest  limi).  In  1S22  it  was  blown 
down  ;  being  liullow  at  the  1jutt,  about  twelve  feet  was  cut  from  the  lower 
end,  and  the  inside  ckaued  v)ut  so  as  to  lea\'e  a  shell  a1)out  four  inches  thick. 
l^\)r  S(.>metime  it  was  u>ed  as  a  cafe  in  New  York  cil)*,  and  alterwards  was 
sold  to  ])aities  in  London,  acc(n"ding  to  a  Xew  York  paper  i\)V  $3,000. 

Two  \  e;\rs  ago  a  careful  stud\'  was  made  of  the  trees  on  the  Assembly 
grounds  at  Chautancpui  wliicli  embrace  nearh-  two  hundred  acres.  Some  of 
the  figures  obtained  may.l)e  (;f  interest  in  this  connection,  as  suggesting  the 
distribution  of  species,  and  the  relative  proportion  of  kinds  upon  a  given 
area.  These  statistics  must  not  be  taken  too  literally  for  two  reasons  ;  tirst, 
man\'  of  the  large  trees  were  cut  in  the  earl\'  days  of  the  Assembl)-,  and 
second,  the  proportion  of  kinds  of  trees  is  always  dependent  U]X)n  the  partic- 
ular situation  in  the  forest  that  the\'  ma\-  occupy. 

We  gi\-e  the  circumference  of  a  few  of  tile  trees:  chestnuts,  15  feet  3 
inches,  17-1,  iS-io,  13-6,  [  s-3,  17-1,  15,  19,  20,  17-S,  17,  20-4;  elms,  19-4, 
15-8;  rock  maple,  12;  black  oak,  19-3,  17-51  iS-S;  soft  ma])le,  12-6;  white- 
wotxl,  13;  lienilock,  i.|-4,  15,  18-3;  cucumber,  15-7;  red  oak,  23.  Some  of 
the  stinnps  measure:  whilewood,  17-S;  chestnuts,  21-5,  iC»-4,  20,  k;,  it, 
10-3,  1*)'),  1^-2,  27:  oaks,  :;i-S,  2()-S,  1^-3,  17-5,  13-9^  I9-I<»,  18-7, 

14-11,  13-5,  IV- 10. 

lasT  *>i"  Si'i:eii:s  am»  XiMiaa<  </i'  Ixi»i\ idi  ai.s.  Cuounihcr  lix-e,  iiiouiitaiii  nia^iioHa 
{Mai^iio'ia  aainiiiuf  i  \,  3<>;  t'.ili])  tree,  wlnvc-wood  {  IJrioJt  nJron  'J'it/ipi/\  )i!),  15;  linic  tree, 
l)ass\V()i»(l,  AuuTicaii  lin«l<.-ii,  liii  '  /'///i/  .  \ iiit  r  'u  uua  ),  170  ;  prioklN'  ash,  loolhaclic  t  ree  \  XiUitho.v\' 
'mil  .  hfit  r!\<i.\'/nfi  \  6  ;  .slri|>L-<l  iiia]>le,  stripcl  (1o;^\V(H)(1  i  .  Iut  J\n>isyl:\iniiinii),  jo;  suj^ar 
liia])k-,  sii.L^ar  ticL',  hanl  iiia])]L-  t./<<7-  SLUi/ufiiiimn,  1,915  ^  z\ir.  NiLiriiui),  i,iS5;  soft.  iiiaj)Ie, 
^vll:tc  niapk',  silwr  inajtlc  \  .  inr  JLtsv(\iipin)t  \,  56;  rL<l  ina])le,  swamp  iiiai)lc  {.Icrr  r/il>//n//\, 
450;  box  I'ldcr  I  AVi.'  // a('i  >\>n/{-s  ] ,  4  ;  sla^horn  siiniacli  [A'/itis  iyp/ii lui \  dwarf  sumach 
{A'/iNS  (\if>i!//!Ht!  \,  10 ;  common  locust.,  (a!>.c  acacia  (K\^/)i)iia  J'si'iiJiUaiiu),  naUirali/cd,  no; 
wild  ])him  (/*ri(H!i.<  .  I ;/uTU\if/ii\  6  ;  wiM  red  cherry,  pii^coti  cherry  {/*ru>ins /\-inisvli'dtiiia  \  20; 
wild  black  cherry,  rum  cherry  [  J'runiis  St  ivfiUii ),  15  ;  American  crab,  sweet-scented  cr.d)  (/V;'As 
C\>r<>f/it//t!\  5;  mounlai!)  ash  U'vnt.s  .  ] iiurii\i)ia\,  35;  while  thorn,  scarlet  haw  i^Cratntxus 
('(Uiiiini),  \  \  bia>-k  thor'!.  ])e  ir  haw  its  '/cJ//t///('Sii  ^,  10;  shad-bush,  juneberry  {.hiiif- 

(in<  ///i  r  (  ',1  fih/i  i;;  witch-ha/el  <//<//;<(/ /y/^Y/.v  /  V/.i,' ////.w ),       ;  fl<:>werin^  dogwood  (  Cor/l/tS 

J'7<>fi(/(i  \,  10;  while  a-.h  *  J-'riLvinus  .  ! iiirrii  dua  ),  207;  black  ash,  hoop  ash  { /■^ni.vi n us  Saiuhn- 
<  i/(>/i\i),  245;   sa^>afras  [SdSSii/rds  ol/'u  i/uilc     20;   red  elm,  slippery  ehn  {  f  V/j/zis  /'/(/zui),  4^  ; 
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white  elm,  Anicricaii  elm  [f  'Iniiis  yhncricana),  150;  rock  elm,  cork  elm.  hickory  elm  {('Ititu.'; 
racftnosa),  52  ;  sycamore,  V)utton-woo(l,  bulton-ball  {PhUaiitts  (hridru/dHs),  5  ;  hiiUermit,  nhite 
walnut  (Jn_i;;!atis  iiru  rca  247  ;  l)!ack  walnut  i Ji/i^/ans  ;//c/'<Ot  '  I  s]iell-h;'.rk  hickory,  shaj^-1)ark 
hickory  iOrrvd  a//'<7\  tit  ;  pi^^'-nut,  browiT  hickory  {Oi/iti  /^o/rina'',  23;  bitter-nut,  swamp 
hickory  (Ctirjuj  nniara).  Si  ;  re«l  oak  (Oi/rrr/fs  ruhni),  60;  ])lack  oak,  yellow-bark  oak  Ujiicirus 
iincforia),  24;  chestnut  {Casfivwa  Z'/t/i^^an's  lar.  .  linrriunni),  t^M)  \  white  beech  {/uri^us  /<  rrn- 
ginca),  1,974;  iron-wood,  lever-wood  [Oshya  I'itxijiira),  404;  hornbeam,  blue  beech,  water 
beech  iC(Uf>iui(S  Carol  in  itvni),  85;  canoe  birch,  white  birch,  ])ai)er  birch  {/>\//t/ti  I\ipy)!  f'l'ia ,) 
20;  yellow  birch,  ^n»y  birch  {liciuhx  hif('a),  154  ;  black  birch,  sweet  birch,  cherry  birch  {Hc/iila 
/('>f/a\  19;  willow  {S<r//.x'  ai/n'^-cfd/oii/rs),  2^x1;  black  willow  {.S(?//.i' ;//^,'^/■(/\  52;  sand-bar  willow 
{Sa/f.v  300  ;  j^laucous-willow  (Sd/i.y  discolor),  4(X3  ;  as})en  {/\>p!il//s  hrtii uloidt  s),  10; 

\\C)\A<\r  {I\ff>iiliis  iirofnliilt'iitota),  7:  l)alm  of  ^Uv.u]  {/'(>/^r(lits  luilsdi/n/i  /ii),  ^  \  white  pine  \/V;///s 
S//(i/>ns\  .\2  ;  pitdi  j)ine  ( /V;///,v  rii^itfo),  t,\  liemlock  ( ( \tn,t(/rii\is),  \  b.dsani  {.Ihirs 
fhilsinnro)^  1S5. — Total,  m, 26; 

I  append  to  tliis  article  a  list  and  description  of  the  characteristics  of  each 
species  of  all  the  native  trees  of  Chantanqna  connty.  In  this  is  i^iven,  in 
many  instances,  the  name  of  the  place  where  they  may  be  fonnd,  as  in  all 
instances  they  have  been  seen  in  those  localities  by  either  Bnri^ess,  Torrey  or 
myself.  Perhaps  it  shonld  be  mentioned  that  there  may  also  be  fonnd  in 
this  connty,  the  following  trees  from  other  sections  now  thoronghly  accli- 
mated : 

Ailanthus — .  lilanf/ius  i^ltuiifi(losiis\  clammy  locust — /\ol>inia  l  isrosa  \  honey  locust — ft'lc- 
ditsdiia  Irituivistros  \  Kn^^lish  hawthorn — Cralor^its  OAycanl/ia  ;  hercules'  clul) — .  Iralia  Spin- 
osa  ;  white  mulberry — J/onts  oll>a  ;  black  mulberry — Mori/s  nij^rcj  ;  white  willow — Sali.v  ulba  ; 
white  poplar — Jhpiiltis  alha. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Prof.  0.  S.  Sargent  for  permis- 
sion to  nse  data  from  his  report  in  the  Tenth  (;'ensns,  and  to  David  F.  Day, 
Esq.,  of  linffalo,  for  information  conrteonsly  fnrnished. 

vSri':ciHs  AND  vAKiirriKs  oi-  nativic  trkhs  in  chautauqt'a  county, 

(NoTT-:. — ?tletric  measures  are  used.    O.ic  metre — 39.37  inches. ) 

/VlAONOLIACE/HS—nAGNOLIA  FAMILY. 
I.    na^nolia  Acuminata,  L.    Cucninbcr  Tree,    .^fountain  .'\fiXi:;uolia.  Hanover. 

Western  New  York  to  sonthern  Illinois;  southward  along  Alleghany 
monntains,  and  throngh  eastern  and  middle  Kentncky  and  Tennessee,  nsu- 
ally  on  carl)oniferons  deposits,  to  sonthern  Alabama  and  northeastern  Miss- 
issi])pi  ;  in  nortlieastern,  .sonthern,  and  sonthwestern  Arkansas.  A  large  tree, 
20  to  30  metres  in  height,  with  trnnk  0.60  to  1.20  metres  in  diameter  ;  reach- 
ing greatc>st  develo])ment  on  sl(>])es  of  southern  Allegliany  motintains.  \V(^od 
dnrable,  light,  soft,  not  strong,  close  grained,  C()mj)acl,  satiny  ;  medullary  ra\'s 
numerous,  thin  ;  color  yellow  brown,  sap-wood  lighter,  often  nearly  white  ; 
used  for  pnmjvlogs,  water-tronghs,  flooring,  cabinet-making,  etc.  Leaves 
thin,  oblong,  pointed,  green,  5  to  10  inches  long.  PVuit  re.seml)lcs  a  small 
cucumber. 
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2.  Liriodendron  TuHpifera,  L.   Ttilip  Tree.   Yellow  Poplar.   Whiteiuood.  Hanover. 
Western  New  Kno^laiid,  southward  to  northern  Florida ;  west  through 

New  York,  Ontario,  and  Michigan  to  Lake  Michigan,  south  of  latitude  43° 
30';  south  to  latitude  31°  in  Gulf  states,  extending  west  to  southeastern 
Missouri  and  northeastern  Arkansas.  A  large,  valuable  tree,  30  to  60  metres 
in  height,  with  trunk  2  to  4  metres  in  diameter  ;  rich  woods  and  intervale 
lands,  reaching  greatest  development  in  valley  of  Wabash  river  and  along 
western  slopes  of  Alleghany  mountains  in  Tennessee  and  North  Carolina. 
Wood  light,  soft,  not  strong,  brittle,  very  close  straight-grained,  compact, 
easily  worked  ;  medullary  ra\-s  numerous,  not  prominent;  color,  light  yellow 
or  brown,  thin  sap-wood  nearly  white  ;  largely  made  into  lumber,  and  used 
for  construction,  interior  finish,  shingles,  in  boat-building,  and  especially  in 
wooden  ])um]:)s,  wooden-ware,  etc.  I .iroidoidrin^  a  stimulant  tonic,  diapho- 
retic, is  obtained  b\'  macerating  the  inner  bark,  especially  of  the  root.  A 
beautiful  tree.  I^eaves  very  smooth,  with  two  lateral  lobes  near  the  base  and 
two  at  the  apex,  which  appears  cut  off  abruptly  by  a  broad  sliallow  notch. 
Petals  greenish  N'ellow  marked  with  orange. 

ANONACE/E. 

3.  Asimina  Triloba,  Diuial,  l\ipa\\  Custard  Apf>U'.  WestficUl. 

Western  New  Y<.)rk,  Ontario,  eastern  and  central  Pennsylvania  to  south- 
ern Michigan,  southern  Iowa,  and  eastern  Kansas,  south  to  middle  P'^lorida 
and  \-alleN'  of  Sal)ine  river,  Texas.  A  small  tree,  sometimes  12  metres  in 
height,  with  trunk  rarely  exceeding  0.30  metre  in  diameter,  or  often  reduced 
to  a  slender  shrub  ;  rich,  rather  low  woods,  reaching  greatest  development 
in  lower  Wabash  \  alley  and  in  valley  of  White  river,  Arkansas.  Wood  very 
light,  soft  and  weak,  coarse-grained,  s]K)ngy,  layers  of  annual  growth  clearly 
marked  b\-  several  rows  of  large  open  ducts  ;  color  light  \'ellow  shaded  with 
green,  the  sap-wi»od  ligliter  ;  large  fruit  sweet  and  edible. 

TILIACE^i— LINDEN  I  AHILV. 

4.  Tilia  Americana,  I,.  I.inu-  J'ne.  J>\iss:,'ooJ.  .  luit  iiraii  /.imlen.  IJii.  Hce  'frtc.  Cuiiiiiioii. 
N(,)rt]iern  New  Prnnswick,  westward  in  British  America  to  the  102  merid- 
ian, southward  to  \'irgiuia  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  Georgia  and 
southern  Alabama  ;  extending  west  to  eastern  Dakota,  eastern  Nebraska, 
eastern  Kansas,  Indian  Territory,  and  \alle\'  of  San  Antonio  river,  Texas. 
A  large  tree,  20  to  24  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.20  metres  in 
diameter,  or,  exceptionally,  30  to  45  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.92  to  1.84 
metres  in  diameter;  common  in  northern  forests  on  rich  soil;  toward  its 
western  and  .stuith western  limits  only  on  bottom-lands.  Wood  light,  soft,  not 
strong,  very  close-grained,  compact,  easily  worked  ;  medullary  rays  numerous, 
rather  obscure  ;  color  light  brown,  or  often  slightly  tinged  with  red,  the  sap- 
wood  hardly  distinguishable  ;  largely  used  in  making  wooden-ware  and  cheap 
furniture,  the  panels  and  bodies  of  carriages,  inner  soles  of  shoes,  and  paper 
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pulp.  The  inner  bark,  macerated,  is  sometimes  made  into  coarse  cordage 
and  matting ;  the  flowers,  rich  in  lioney,  are  higlily  prized  by  apiarists. 
Leaves  large,  green  and  glabrous,  or  nearly  so  ;  thickish. 

RUTACE/E— RUE  FAHILY. 

5.  Xanthoxylum  Amercanum,  Mill.    Prickly  Ash.    Toothache  Tree.  Panamn. 

Eastern  Massachusetts,  west  to  northern  Minnesota,  eastern  Nebraska, 
and  eastern  Kansas  ;  south  to  Virginia,  ,and  northern  Missouri.  A  small 
tree,  not  often  7  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.15  to  0.20  metre  in 
diameter,  or,  reduced  to  a  shrub,  1.50  to  i.So  metres  in  height  ;  common, 
reaching  greatest  development  around  the  great  lakes ;  rocky  hillsides,  or 
more  often  along  streams  and  rich  botton^-lands.  Wood  light,  soft,  coarse- 
grained ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown,  the  sap-wood 
lighter.  The  bark  of  XautJioxylu)}!^  an  active  stimulant,  is  used  in  decoction 
to  produce  diaphoresis  in  cases  of  rheumatism,  syphilis,  etc.,  and  is  a  popular 
remedy  for  toothache.  Leaves  and  flowers  in  sessile  axillary  umbellate  clus- 
ters. 

6.  IlicincE,  llexmonticola.    Gray.    Holly,  raiiama. 

^lountain  woods.  New  York  to  Carolinas.  vShrub  about  six  feet  high, 
.sometimes  tree  form.  Leaves  large,  deciduous,  2  to  4  inches  by  i  to  2  inches, 
at  base  acute,  obtuse  or  sub-cordate. 

SAPINDACE/E— MAPLE  FAHILY. 

7.  Acer  Pennsylvanicum,  L.    .Striped  Maple,  Afoose-reood,  Striped  I\\>:^-:i\Hht,  (ioose-foot 

Maple.     U'histle-a'Otnl.  Hanover. 

\'allcy  of  the  Saint  I^awrcnce  to  northern  shores  of  LakeOnlario,  and 
islands  of  Lake  Huron,  south  through  north  Atlantic  States,  and  along  Alle- 
ghany mountains  to  northern  Georgia  ;  west  through  lake  region  to  north- 
eastern ^Minnesota.  A  small  tree,  6  to  10  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.15 
to  0.20  metre  in  diameter,  cool  ravines  and  mountain  sides.  Wood  light, 
soft,  close-grained,  compact,  satiny  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color, 
light  brown,  the  sap-wood  lighter.  Leaves  three-loljcd  at  apex,  finely  and 
sharply  double  serrate,  the  short  five  lobes  taper-j^ointed  ;  fruit  with  large 
diverging  wings. 

S.    Acer  Spicatum.    L.    Mountain  Afaple.  Hanover. 

\'alley  of  St.  Lawrence  river,  west  along  northern  shores  of  the  great 
lakes  to  northern  Minnesota  and  the  vSaskatchewan,  souMi  through  northern 
states  and  along  Alleghan>'  mountains  to  northern  (leorgia.  A  small  tree, 
sometimes  8  to  10  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.15  to  0.20  metre  in  diam- 
eter, or  often  a  tall  shrub  ;  cool  woods  and  mountain  ravines  ;  reaching  great- 
est development  on  western  slopes  of  Alleghany  mountains  of  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee.  Wood  light,  .soft,  close-grained,  com])act  ;  medullary  ray.s 
inconspicuous,  color  liglit  brown  tinged  with  red,  the  .«ap-wood  lighter. 
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9.  Acer  saccharinum.    Wang.    Sugar  Maple.    Sugar  Tree.    Hara  Maple  Common. 
Southern  Xewroiindland,  Yalleysof  Saint  Lawrence  and  Sao^nenay,  shores 

of  Lake  Saint  Jolin,  \vest.:i](Mio^  northern  shores  of  great  hikes  to  Lake  of  the 
Woods  ;  sontli  tlironi^'li  nortliern  States  and  a]on<^  Alle<^]ian\'  mountains  to 
northern  A]a1)ania  and  western  h'lorida  ;  west  to  Minnesota,  eastern  Nebraska, 
eastern  Kansas  and  eastern  Texas.  A  tree  of  great  economic  value,  24.  to  36 
metres  in  heiglit,  witli  trunk  o.Tm)  to  1.20  metres  in  diameter,  towards  its 
southwestern  limits  greatly  reduced  in  size  ;  rich  upland  woods  ;  often  form- 
ing extensi\-e  forests,  and  reaching  greatest  development  in  region  of  the 
great  lakes.  A  form  with  more  widely  lobed  leaves,  often  downy  on  tlie 
lower  side, common  along  the  borders  of  streams  and  on  bottom  lands  from  west- 
ern Vermont  to  southern  Missouri,  extending  south  to  Xortliern  Alabama 
and  vSouthwestern  Arkansas,  is  var.  nignini^  Gray. 

Wood  heavy,  hard,  strong,  tough,  close-grained,  compact,  susceptible  of 
good  polish  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown  tinged  with 
red,  the  sap-wood  lighter  ;  largely  used  in  making  furniture,  shoe-lasts  and 
pegs,  saddle-trees,  in  turnery,  for  interior  finish  and  flooring  ;  in  ship-building 
for  keels,  keelsons,  shoes,  etc.,  and  furnishing  valuable  fuel  ;  "curled  "  maple 
and  bird's-e)'e"  ma[)le,  accidental  forms  in  wliich  the  grain  is  beautifully 
curled  and  contorted,  ar<^  highly  prized  in  cabinet-making.  Maple  sugar  is 
principally  made  from  this  species  ;  the  aslies  yield  large  quantities  of  potash. 
Leaves  three  to  five-lobed,  either  heart  shaped  or  nearly  truncate  at  base, 
whitish  and  smooth  or  a  little  downy  on  the  veins  beneath,  var.  }ugni})i.. 
Leaves  scarcely  ]')aler  beneath,  often  minutely  downy,  lobes  wider. 

10.  Acer  dasycarpum,  I-:hr]i.    S([ft  Maple.     U'liite  Maple.    Silzet  Jfaple.  Panama. 
\'alley  of  Saint  John  river,  Xew  Ihiinswick,  to  southern  Ontario,  soutli 

to  western  Morida,  west  to  eastern  Dakota,  eastern  Nebraska,  the  valley  of 
Blue  river,  Kansas  and  Indian  Territory.  A  large  tree,  18  to  30  or,  excep- 
tionally, 36  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  1.20  to  1.80  metres  in  diameter, 
borders  of  streams  and  intervales,  in  rich  soil  ;  most  conim«)n  west  of  Alle- 
ghany mountaiirs,  reaching  greatest  development  in  basin  of  lower  Ohio 
river.  Wood  light,  hard,  strong,  brittle,  close-grained,  compact,  easily 
worked  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  somewhat  used  in  cheap  furniture, 
for  flooring,  etc.  Maple  su.gar  is  occasionally  made  from  this  s})ecies.  Leaves 
dee])ly  fi\-e-iobed  with  sintises  rather  acute,  silvery  white  (when  young, 
downy)  underneath,  divisions  narrow,  cut  hjbed  and  toothed. 

11.  Acer  rubrum,  L.    k'eJ  Maple.    Sreaiiip  Maple.    Soft  Maple.     U'aler  Maple.  Conitnoii. 
New  lirunswick,  Ouebec,  and  Ontario  south  of  latitude  49°,  north  and 

west  to  Lake  of  the  Woods,  south  to  Indian  and  Caloosa  rivers,  Florida  ; 
west  to  eastern  Dakota,  eastern  Nebraska,  the  Indian  Territory,  and  valley 
of  Trinity  ri\  er,  Texas.  A  large  tree,  20  to  30  or,  exceptionally,  32  metres 
in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to   1.50  metres  in  diameter;  borders  of  streams 
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and  low,  wet  swamps,  reachiu!^  iL^reatest  development  in  valleys  of  lower 
Wabash  and  Yazoo  rivers.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  not  stronjj^,  close-grained, 
compact,  easily  worked  ;  mednllary  rays  nnmerons,  obscnrc  ;  color,  brown, 
often  tin<^ed  with  red,  the  sap-wood  lii^hter  ;  lari;ely  nsed  in  cabinet-makino;-, 
turnery,  for  wooden  ware,  (;nn-stocks,  etc.  Leaves  three  to  five-lobc-d,  with 
acnte  sinnses,  whitish  nnderneath,  the  lobes  irre^nlarly  serrate  and  notched, 
acnte,  the  middle  one  nsnally  lons^^est. 

ANACARDIACK/C-SUHACH  FAHILY. 

12.  Rhus  typhina,  L.    Sfa'^horn  Skiu  u/].  Coininoti. 

New  Brnnswick,west  throu<;h  valley  of  vSaint  Lawrence, to  sonthern  Ontario 
and  Minnesota,  south  thron<;h  northern  states  and  alon;^^  Alle].;hany  moun- 
tains to  northern  Geor<;ia,  central  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  A  small  tree 
rarely  9  metres  in  hei.i;ht,  with  trunk  0.15  to  0.30  metre  in  diameter,  or  often 
a  shrub  ;  dry  hillsides,  or  along  streams  in  sandy,  moist  soil.  Wood  light, 
brittle,  soft,  coarse-grained,  compact,  satiny,  taking  a  good  polish  ;  layers  of 
annual  growth  clearly  marked  by  four  to  six  rows  of  large  open  ducts  ;  medul- 
lary rays  numerous,  obscure  ;  color,  yellow  streaked  with  green,  the  sap-wood 
nearly  white  ;  occasionally  used  for  inlaying  cabinet  work.  Bark  and  leaves, 
astringent,  rich  in  tannin,  are  used  locally  as  a  dye  and  in  dressing  skins. 
Branches  and  stalks  densely  velvety-hairy  ;  leaflets  11  to  31,  pale  beneath, 
oblong-lanceolate,  pointed. 

13.  Rhus  Venenata,  D.  C.    Poison  Sniihwh.    Poison  JUIdcr,  Frcdonia. 

Northern  New  England,  south  to  northern  Georgia,  Alabama  and  west- 
ern Lousiana,  west  to  northern  Minnesota,  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  A  small 
tree,  6  to  S  metres  in  heigiit,  with  trunk  sometimes  o.  15  to  0.20  metre  in 
diameter,  or  more  often  a  tall  shrub  ;  low  wet  swaurps,  or,  more  rarely,  on 
higher  ground.  Wood  light,  soft,  coarse-grained,  nuxlerately  compact ;  lay- 
ers of  annual  growth  clearly  marked.  The  whole  plant  is  exceedingly  pois- 
onous to  most  persons,  due  to  the  presence  of  toxicodendric  acid.  The 
milky-white  sap,  turning  black  in  drying,  yields  a  valuable  lacquer.  . 
LEOUMINOS/E— LOCUST  FAMILY. 

14.  Robinia  Pseudacacia,  L.    /.ocusf.    P>lack  Locust.    Yellow  Locusl.  Panama. 
Alleghany  Mountains,  from  Pennsylvania  to  northern  (rcorgia  ;  widely 

naturalized  east  of  Rocky  Mountains,  possibly  indigenous  in  northeastern 
and  western  Arkansas,  and  eastern  Indian  Territory.  A  tree  22  to  25  metres 
in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  r.20  metres  in  diameter  ;  west  of  Mississippi 
river  much  smaller,  often  a  low  shrub  1.80  to  3  meters  in  lieight,  reaching 
greatest  development  on  western  slopes  of  mountains  of  West  \'irginia. 
Wood  heavy,  exceedingly  hard  and  strong,  close-grained,  compact,  very  dur- 
able in  contact  with  the  ground  ;  layers  of  annual  growth  clearly  marked  by 
rows  of  large  open  ducts  ;  color,  brown,  more  rarely  light  green,  the  sap-wood 
yellow  ;  largely  used  for  tree-nails,  posts,  construction,  and  in  turnery.  The 
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bark  of  the  root  is  tonic,  in  large  closes  purgative  and  emetic.  The  locust  was 
formerly  widely  planted  as  a  timber  tree  ;  its  cultivation  is  generally 
abandoned  on  account  of  the  destructive  attacks  of  the  locust-borer.  Thorns 
stout,  often  triple  or  compound  ;  leaflets,  lanceolate-oblong. 

ROSACE/E-ROSE  FAMILY. 

15.  Prunus  Americana,    Marsh.     Wild  PI  ion.    Canada  IHiitn.    Horse  Plum.  Cominon. 
\^alley  of  Saint  Lawrence  to  Rainy  and  Assinaboine  rivers  and  southern 

shores  of  Lake  Manitoba  ;  northern  Vermont,  western  New  England,  and 
southward  through  Atlantic  States  to  western  Florida  ;  west  to  upper  Mis- 
souri river,  Dakota,  Pike's  Peak  region,  Colorado,  and  valley  of  lower  Concho 
river,  Texas.  A  small  tree,  6  to  12  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  rarely 
exceeding  0.30  metre  in  diameter  ;  rich  woods,  along  streams  and  borders  of 
ponds  and  swamps  reaching  greatest  development  on  bottomlands  of  eastern 
Texas.  Wood  heavy,  very  hard,  strong,  very  close-grained,  compact,  satiny, 
susce])tible  of  beautiful  polish  ;  medullar)-  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  rich 
bright  Ihowu  or  often  red,  sap-wood  lighter  ;  used  for  handles  of  tools,  etc. 
Often  cult,i\"ated  for  the  \-ellow,  red,  or  rarely  nearly  black,  acid,  or  rarely 
sweet  fruit.  Tree  thorn \'  ;  leaves  ovate  or  somewhat  obovate,  conspicuously 
pointed,  double,  serrate,  ver\-  \-einy. 

16.  Prunus  Pennsylvanica,    L.  f,     Wild  Red  Clicny.    l^in  Cherry.    Pi^j^con  Cherry.  Com- 

inon. 

Labrador,  Hudson's  Bay,  west  through  Saskatchewan  region  to  U])per 
Fraser  ri\'er ;  south  to  Pennsylvania,  central  ^licliigan,  northern  Illinois, 
central  Iowa,  along  the  high  Alleghany  mountains  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  and  Rocky  mountains  of  Colorado.  A  small  tree,  rarely  exceed- 
ing 12  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  sometimes  ().6()  metre  in  diameter,  or  in 
Rock\'  mountain  region  reduced  to  a  low  shrub  ;  common  in  all  northern 
forests,  and  in  ground  cleared  by  fire.  Wood  light,  S(jft,  close-grained,  com- 
pact ;  medullary  ra>\s  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown,  the  sap-wood  clear 
\  ellow.  The  small  acid  fruit  used  domestically  and  by  herbalists  in  cough 
mixtures,  etc.  Red-l)rown  bark.  Ivcaves  oblong-lanceolate,  pointed,  sharply 
and  finely  serrate,  shining  and  smooth  both  sides. 

17.  Prunus  Virginia'na,    J).  C.    Choke  Cherry.  Cuninion 

Small  tree  or  >>hrub,  5  to  20  feet  in  height,  in  woods  and  hedges.  Bark 
grayish.  Leaves  2  to  three  inches  long,  i  to  2  inches  wide,  with  short, 
abrupt  acumiuation.  F'^ruit  abundant,  of  dark-red  color,  very  astringent  but 
agreeable  to  tar>ie. 

18.  Prunus  serotina,    Ivhrh.     Wild  lilack  Cherry.    Rutn  Cherry.  Hanover. 
Southern  Ontario,  southward  through  Atlantic  forests  to  Matanzas  Inlet 

and  Tampa  Bay,  I'lorida  ;  west  to  the  Mis.souri  river,  Dakota,  eastern  Kan.sas, 
Indian  Territory,  and  upper  San  Antonio  river,  Texas.  A  tree  18  to  30 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.20  metres  or,  exceptionally,  1.50 
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metres  in  diameter ;  rich,  generally  upland  woods  ;  common,  reachin<^  <;reat- 
cst  dcvelopement  on  western  slopes  of  Alleghany  mountains,  from  West 
Virginia  southward  ;  not  common  and  of  small  size  in  Gulfregions  in  Texas. 
Wood  light,  hard,  strong,  close,  straight-grained,  compact,  easily  worked  ; 
medullar}'  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown  or  red,  growing  darker 
with  exjjosure,  the  thin  sajvwood  yellow  ;  largely  esteemed  in  cabinet  work, 
interior  finish,  etc.,  now  becoming  scarce.  The  bark  contains  a  bitter  tonic 
princij)lc,  and  infused  with  cold  water  generates  a  small  precentage  of  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  and  is  employed  as  a  tonic  and  sedative  in  cases  of  pulmonary 
consumption  in  the  form  of  cold  infusions,  syrups,  and  fluid-extracts  ;  the 
bitter  fruit  used  domestically  in  the  preparation  of  cherry  brandy.  Reddish- 
brown  branches  ;  leaves  oblong  or  lanceolate-oblong,  taperpointcd,  serrate 
with  incurved  teetii,  thickish,  shining  above. 

19.  Pyrus  coronaria,    L.    Anwricati  Crab.    Shrcl-su-nlrJ  Crah.  Il.inovcr. 

Valley  of  Humber  river,  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  Ontario  ;  southward  through 
western  New  Vork  and  Pennsylvania  to  District  of  Columbia,  along  Alleghany 
mountains  to  central  Alabama  and  northern  Mississippi ;  west  to  southern 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  eastern  Kansas,  Indian  Territory,  and  northern  Louisiana. 
A  small  tree,  rarely  6  to  9  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  often  0.30  metre  in 
diameter  ;  rich,  rather  low  woods,  reaching  greatest  development  in  lower 
Ohio  region.  Wood  heavy,  rather  soft,  not  strong,  very  close-grained,  check- 
ing badly  in  drying;  medullar)'  rays  numerous,  obscure  :  color,  brown,  vary- 
ing to  light  red,  the  sap-wood  \  ellow  ;  used  for  levers,  handles  of  tools,  and 
in  turnery.  Leaves  ovate  often,  rather  heart-shaped,  serrate  or  lobed,  soon 
glabrous. 

20.  Pyrus  Americana,    DC.    J  fountain-ash.  Patiania. 

Labrador,  Xewfoundland,  Anticosti  Island,  and  westward  along  the  south- 
ern shore  of  James  bay  to  valley  of  Nelson  river,  southward  through  elevated 
regions  of  northeastern  states,  and  along  the  high  mountains  of  \'irginia  and 
North  Carolina  ;  in  northern  Michigan,  northern  Wisconsin,  and  northern 
Minnesota.  A  small  tree,  6  to  9  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.30  to  0.45 
metre  in  diameter  ;  borders  of  swamps  and  moist,  rocky  woods,  reaching 
greatest  development  on  northern  shores  of  Lake  Huron  and  Superior.  Wood 
light,  soft,  close-grained,  compact  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  obscure  ;  color, 
light-brown,  the  sa}>wood  lighter.  Nearly  glabrous  ;  leaflets  13  to  15,  lan- 
ceolate, taper-pointed,  sharply  serrate  with  pointed  teeth,  bright  green. 

21.  Crato^i^us  coccinea,    I,.    \ar/c/ //arc.    /\<'d  Haw.     U'/ii/r  Jlaii'.  Common. 

West  coast  of  Newfoundland,  west  along  Saint  Lawrence  river  and  north- 
ern shores  of  the  lakes  to  ^Manitoba,  south  through  Atlantic  forests  to  north- 
ern Florida  and  eastern  Texas.  A  small  tree,  sometimes  9  metres  in  height, 
with  trunk  0.30  metre  in  diameter  ;  open  upland  woods  or  borders  of  streams 
and  prairies ;  very  common  at  the  north,  rare  at  the  south  ;  running  into 
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many  forms,  Yaryin<^  in  tlie  size  and  the  sliape  of  the  leaYCS,  size  of  the  frnit, 
etc.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  close-i^^raiiied,  compact  ;  mednllary  rays  thin,  very 
obscure  ;  color,  brown,  tinj^ed  with  red,  the  sap-wood  a  little  lij^^hter. 
liranclies  reddish  ;  spines  stout,  chestnut-brown  ;  leaves  on  slender  petioles, 
thin  round-ovate,  cuncate  or  sub-cordate  at  base. 

22.  Crataegus  tomentosa,  L.    lUack  Tlior)i.    I\ar  I  law.  Coiinnon. 

New  Drunswick,  west  alonj^-  vSaint  Lawrence  river  and  northern  shores  of 
great  lakes  to  Saskatchewan  region,  southward  through  Atlantic  forests  to 
western  Morida  and  eastern  Texas,  extending  west  to  mountains  of  eastern 
Washington  and  Oregon,  southwestern  Colorado,  and  southwestern  New 
Mexico.  A  small  tree,  6  to  9  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  rarely  0.45  metre 
in  diameter,  or  often,  es])ecially  west  of  Rocky  mountains,  reduced  to  a  low 
shrub,  here  forming  dense  thickets  along  mountain  streams  ;  the  most 
widely  distributed  representative  of  the  genus  in  North  America,  varying 
greatly  in  size,  shape,  and  color  of  fruit,  form  of  leaves,  amount  of  pubes- 
cence, etc.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  not  strong,  close-grained,  compact  ;  medullary 
rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  bright  reddish  brown,  sap-wood  lighter. 
Branches  gray,  rarely  with  stout  gray  spines  ;  shoots,  peduncles  and  calyx 
pubescent  ;  glands,  none  ;  leaves  large,  pale,  prominently  veined,  pul)escent 
beneath,  ovate  or  ovate-oblong,  sharply  serrate,  usually  incisely  lobed,  mar- 
gined petiole  ;  flowers  small,  ill-scented  ;  frnit  dull  red. 

23.  Ame!anchier  Canadensis,  Torr.  vS:  (Iray.     liiuc  /hrrv.     S/iad-hitsh.     Saiia'  Tire. 

May  Cherry.    ^'c»iiiiii<  m. 

Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  west  along  southern  shores  of  Hudson's 
bay  to  the  Saskatchewan  ;  south  through  Atlantic  forests  to  northern  Flor- 
ida, southwestern  Arkansas,  and  Indian  Territor\'.  .\  small  tree,  9  to  15 
metres  in  height,  witli  trunk  0.30  to  0.45  metre  in  diameter,  or  reduced  to  a 
low  shrub  (\-ars.  rotimdijolia  and  olii^ocarpa^  Torr.  &  Gray) ;  common  at  the 
north,  rare  at  the  south,  reaching  greatest  development  on  the  high  slopes  of 
southern  Alleghany  mountains  ;  varx'ing  greath'  in  shape  of  leaves,  size  of 
flowers,  amount  of  |)ubescence  on  leaves  and  young  shoots,  etc.,  (var.  ubloiig- 
ifolia,  Torr.  .Is:  Gra\').  Wood  lieav}',  hard,  strong,  close-grained,  satiny,  suscept- 
ible of  a  good  polish  ;  medullary  rays  very  numerous,  obscure  ;  color,  dark 
brown,  often  tinged  with  red,  sap-wood  much  lighter.  Leaves  ovate  or  ovate- 
oblong,  usuall)'  somev/hat  cordate  at  the  base,  ])ointed,  very  sharply  serrate, 
from  1  to  3j_.  inches  long;  bracts  and  stipules  very  long. 

HAHAnELACE^— WITCH  HAZEL  FAHILY. 

24.  Hamamelis  Virginica,  L.     Witch-hazel.  Coimiion. 

Northern  New  England  and  southern  Ontario  to  Wisconsin,  south  to 
northern  I^Iorida  and  eastern  Texas.  A  small  tree,  exceptionally  7  to  9 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.30  to  0.37  metre  in  diameter,  more  often  a 
tall  shrub  throwing  up  many  stems  from  the  ground  ;  common  ;  rich,  rather 
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damp  \voodlaiuls,  reacliin<^  greatest  development  ii])on  soiiLlicrn  Alle<,diany 
mountains.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  very  closc-<,aained,  compact ;  layers  of  annual 
growth  haidly  distinguisliable  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  tliin,  ol^scure  ; 
color,  liglit  brown,  tinged  with  red,  the  sap-wood  nearly  white.  The  bark 
and  leaves  rich  in  tannin,  largely  used  by  her1)alists  in  tluid  extracts,  decoc- 
tions, etc.,  in  external  applications  (Pond's  iCxtracl),  an<l  hemorrhoidal  alTec- 
tions.  Leaves  o])ovate  or  oval,  wav)'  toothed,  somewhat  downy  when  \'oung 
blossoming  late  in  autumn  when  the  lea\es  are  falling,  and  maturing  its 
seeds  the  next  summer. 

CORNACE.K-DO(jWOOI)  PAniLY. 

25.  Cornus  florida,  L.    /-"/r^w  r/'-'/i,'        u'f<»^/.    />'o.r7cood.  Ilanovt-r. 

vSouthern  New  England,  southern  Ontario,  sonthein  ^Minnesota,  and 
through  Atlantic  Forests  to  middle  Florida,  and  Ihazos  river,  Texas.  A 
.Muall  tree,  9  to  12  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.30  to  0.45  metre  in  diam- 
eter, or  towards  its  northern  limits  reduced  to  a  low  slirnl) ;  rich  woods,  com- 
mon, es}>ecially  at  the  south.  Wood  hea\-y,  hard,  strong,  close-grained,  tough, 
checking  badly  in  dr\'ing,  satiny,  susceptible  of  a  beautiful  polish  ;  medullary 
rays  numerous,  conspicuous;  color,  brown,  changing  in  different  specimens 
to  shades  of  green  and  red,  the  sap-wood  lighter  ;  used  in  turnery,  for  wood 
engraving,  bearings  of  machinery,  hu1)S  of  wheels,  barrel-hoo]>s,  etc.  The 
bark,  especially  of  the  root,  j)ossesses  bitter  tonic  properties,  i^  used  in  decoc- 
tions, etc.,  in  intermittent  and  malarial  fevers.  Leaves  ovate,  pointed,  acut- 
ish  at  the  base,  leaves  of  the  involucre  obcordate  i inches  long. 

26.  Nyssa  sylvatica,  Marsh,    Lupdo.    Soui  Ciiin.    liJack  (imu.    /\/>/>rri(fL:\\  I'redonia. 

Southern  Elaine  and  northern  \'ermont,  west  to  central  Michigan,  south 
to  Tampa  bay,  Florida,  and  valley  of  Brazos  river,  Texas.  A  tree  15  to  36 
metres  in  height,  trunk  0.60  to  1.50  inetres  in  diameter.  At  the  north  much 
smaller;  borders  of  swamps,  or  on  rather  high  hillsides  ;  at  the  south  often 
in  pine-l)arren  ponds  and  deep  swamps;  base  of  trunk  then  very  much  swol- 
len. \\\)od  heavy,  rather  soft,  strong,  very  tough  ;  now  largely  used  for 
hubs  of  wheels,  rollers  in  glass  factories,  ox-yokes,  and  on  (rulf  coast  for 
wharf  piles. 

ERICACEAE— HEATH  FAMILY. 

27.  Rhododendron  Maximus,    L.    Croit  Laurel.    l\osr  liny.    Clear  Creek,  Slocklon. 

Nova  Scotia,  north  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  south  through  Xew  England, 
New  York,  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  northern  Oeorgia.  A  small 
tree  or  often  a  tall,  straggling  shrub.  At  the  north  in  cold  swamps,  rare  ; 
very  common  and  reaching  greatest  development  in  southern  Alleghany 
mountains,  or  steep,  rocky  banks  of  streams,  never  on  limestone.  Wood 
heavy,  hard,  strong,  close-grained,  brittle;  color,  light,  clear  brown,  used 
occasionally  for  handles  of  tools  ;  good  substitute  for  box-wood  in  engraving. 
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OLEACE/E— ASH  FAHiLY. 

28.  Fraxinus  Americana,    I,.    U'/iilc  As/u  Common, 

Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  southern  Ontario  to  northern  Minnesota, 
south  to  northern  Florida,  central  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  west  to  eastern 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  Indian  Territory,  and  DeviTs  river,  Texas.  A  large  tree 
of  first  econoniic  value,  15  to  30  or,  exceptionally,  42  metres  in  lieight,  witli 
trunk  1,20  to  i.So  metres  in  diameter;  low,  ricli,  ratlier  moist  soil,  reacliing 
greatest  dcxclopjuent  on  1)()tt< >m-iands  of  lower  Ohio  ri\'er  basin  ;  toward 
its  western  and  southwestern  limits  smaller,  and  generally  replaced  by  the 
green  ash  { /')  ir  \ /////. \  ri/  /t//s].  Wood  hea\'\',  h  ud,  stron;;,  ultimately  l)rittle, 
C()a!se-j.Maiued,  eonip.iet;  layers  i>f  annual  growth  elearls'  nuirked  b\'  se\'er:d 
rows  of  hirge  (>j")en  ducts,  which  in  slowl)'  grown  specimens  occupy  nearly 
the  entire  width  of  annual  rings;  medullary  rays  numei^ouk;,  obscure;  color, 
brown,  the  sap-w«x)d  much  lighter,  ol'ten  nearly  white  ;  largely  used  in  agri- 
cultural implements,  carriages,  handles,  oars.,  and  for  interior  and  cabinet 
work.  Leaflets  7  to  9,  o\'ate  or  lance-oblong,  pointed,  pale  or  either  smooth 
or  pubescent  beneatli,  entire  or  sparingly  serrate. 

29.  Traxinus  viridis,  :Micljx.    C'rirn  .  Isli .  Panama. 

Shores  of  Lake  Champlain,  Rhode  Island  southward  to  I^'lorida,  west  to 
valle\-  of  Saskatchewan,  eastern  ranges  of  Rocky  mountains  of  ^Montana, 
Wasatcli  mountains  of  Utah,  and  ranges  of  eastern  Arizona.  A  tree  15  to  18 
metres  in  height,  trunk  rarely  exceeding  0.60  metre  in  diameter;  borders  of 
streams  in  rather  moist  soil  ;  at  the  west  confined  to  bottomdands  of 

huge  streams  an<l  high  mountain  canons.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  strong,  rather 
coarse-grained  ;  color,  brown,  sap-wood  lighter. 

30.  Fraxinus  sambucifolla,  I, am.    /H'ti/:  .Ish.    l[oo/>.ls/i.    (iioninl  .Is/i.    Chanlan<ina  lake. 
vSoutheru  Newfoundland  and  northern  shores  of  Gulf  of  Saint  Lawrence, 

southwesterly  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  S(Mith  through  nortliern  vStates  to  northern 
Delaware,  mountains  of  \'irginia,  southern  Illinois,  and  northwestern  Arkan- 
.sas.  A  tree  25  to  30  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.30  to  0.60  metre  in 
diameter;  swamj)s  and  low  river  banks.  W^od  heavy,  soft,  not  strong, 
tough,  rather  coar.se-grai ned,  compact,  durable,  separating  easily  into  thin 
layers  ;  layers  of  annual  growth  strongly  marked  by  several  rows  of  large  open 
ducts  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  dark  brown,  the  sap-v/ood  light 
brown  or  often  nearly  white  ;  largely  used  for  interior  finisli,  fencing,  barrel- 
hoops,  in  cabinet-making,  and  manufacture  of  basket.s.  Leaflets  7  to  1 1,  oblong- 
lanceolate,  tapering  to  a  point,  serrate,  obtuse  or  rounded  at  ba.se,  green  and 
smooth  both  sides  when  young  witli  .some  rusty  hairs  .along  the  midrib. 
LAURACE.4:— LAUREL  FAMILY. 

31.  Sassafra.s  officinale,  N\i  s.    Sa^sa/nts.  Panama. 

IvisLcrn  Massachusetts  to  southwestern  W-rmont,  west  through  southern 
Ontario  and  central  Michigan  to  southwestern  Iowa,  eastern  Kansas,  and 
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Indian  Territory  ;  south  to  middle  Florida,  and  lira/.os  river,  Texas.  A  tree 
12  to  15  metres  in  lieii^ht,  with  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter,  excep- 
tionally, 20  to  27  metres  in  hei,i;ht,  with  trunk  i.<So  to  2.25  metres  in  diame- 
ter ;  toward  its  northern  limits  reduced  to  a  small  tree  or  shrub  ;  rich,  sandy 
loam,  reachin;^  iL^reatest  development  in  sonthweslcrn  Arkansas  and  Indian 
Territory  Wood  li.i;ht,  soil,  not  strong-,  brittle,  coarse-;; rained,  very  durable 
in  contact  with  the  soil,  slij^dilly  aromatic,  checking;  in  (lr\  in;^;  layers  of 
annual  ;^rowth  clearh'  marked  with  three  or  four  rcnvs  of  lari;e  ojx  n  ducts  ; 
medullary  ra\  s  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  dull  orani^e-brown,  thin  sap-wood 
li«;ht  \  ellow  ;  used  for  li^;ht  skills,  ox-\"okes,  etc.,  fence  posts  and  rails,  and 
in  coopera.iL^c.  The  root  and  bark,  outers  into  commerce,  aHordin^-  a  i)ower- 
ful  aromatic  stimulant.  I'lowers  ,i;reenish-yellow,  naked,  n'lccuies,  appear- 
ing^ with  the  leaves.  Leaf-buds  scaly.  Yellowish-<;reen  twi^s  ;  lea\  es  ovate, 
entire  or  some  of  them  threc-lobed,  soon  ;:;Iabrous.  (rrows  in  rich  woods. 
URTICACCC/E— ELM  FAMILY. 

32.  Ulmus  fulva.    Miolix.    AV./  Jlhu.    S.'ippny  I'lhit.    Moose  /:'////.  Ilniiover. 

\'alley  of  hnver  Saint  Lawrence  to  northern  Dakota,  south,  to  uortlicrn 
Florida,  central  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  vSan  Antonio  river,  Texas.  A 
tree  15  to  20  metres  in  hei,<;ht,  with  trunk  0.45  to  ().<')0  metre  in  diameter; 
borders  of  streams  and  hillsides  in  rich  soil.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  strong,  very 
close-<,a'aiued,  conijxict,  durable  in  contact  with  the  i^rouud,  spliitiui;  readily 
when  (Lcreen  ;  layers  of  annual  ;;rowth  clearly  marked  by  several  rows  of 
lar;;e  oj)en  duets  ;  medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  dark  brown  or  red, 
the  thin  sap-wood  li<;hter ;  lar^^^ely  used  for  wheel-stock,  fence-posts,  rails, 
rail-way  ties  ;  sills,  etc.  Tlie  inner  bark  mucila;;inous,  nutritious,  extensively 
used  in  medicinal  preparations.  Buds,  before  expansion,  soft -downy  with 
rusty  liairs  (lari^e),  leaves  ovate-oblong,  taper-pointed,  doubly  serrate,  four  to 
ei,i;ht  inches  lono;,  sweet-scented  in  dryin<^,  soft  downy  beneath  or  sli<;htly 
rou<;h  downward.  < 

33,  Ulmus  Americana.    L.     White  Jihn.    .  ItncricawUliii .     Watry  l-lhn.  Cniiuiion. 

Southern  Xewfoundland  to  northern  shores  of  Lake  vSujK^'ior  and  eastern 
slope  of  Rocky  mountains  in  about  latitude  52°  X  ;  south  to  Cape  Canaveral 
and  Pease  creek,  Florida,  extending  west  to  the  Black  Hills,  central 
Nebraska,  Indian  Territory,  and  valley  of  Rio  Ct^ncho,  Texas. 

A  lar<;e  tree,  30  to  35  metres  in  heij;ht,  with  trunk  1.80  to  2.70  metres 
in  diameter;  rich,  moist  soil,  borders  of  streams,  etc.;  toward  its  western 
and  southwestern  limits  only  on  bottom-lands.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  strong;, 
tough,  rather  coarse-grained,  compact,  difficult  to  split  ;  layers  of  annual 
growth  clearly  marked  by  several  rows  of  large  open  ducts;  medullary  rays 
numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown,  the  sap-wood  somewhat  lighter  ;  largely 
used  for  wheel-stock,  saddle-trees,  flooring,  in  cooperage,  and  in  boat  and 
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ship-buildiiig.  Branches  not  corky  ;  leaves  obovate-oblong,  or  oval,  abruptly 
pointed,  sharply  and  often  doubly  serrate,  two  to  four  inches  long. 

34.  U!mus  racemosa,  Thomas,    Rock  Elm.    Cork  El }n.    Hickory  Elm.    White  IClm.  Cliff 

Elm.  Panama. 

vSouthwesiern  Wrniont,  through  western  New  York,  Ontario,  and  southern 
Michigan  to  northeastern  Iowa  ;  south  tlirough  Oliio  to  central  Kentucky. 
A  large  tree  20  to  30  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  sometimes  0.90  metre  in 
diameter;  low,  wet  clay,  rich  uplands  or  rocky  declivities  and  river  cliffs  ; 
common,  reaching  greatest  development  in  southern  Ontario  .and  soutliern 
peninsula  of  Michigan.  Wood  hea\'N',  hard,  ver\'  strong,  tougli,  ver)-  close- 
grained,  com]>act,  susceptible  of  a  beautiful  polish  ;  layers  of  auniud  growth 
marked  with  one  or  two  rows  of  snudl  open  ducts  ;  medullary  rays  numerous, 
obscure  ;  color,  light  clear  l^rown,  often  tinged  with  red,  the  thick  sap-wood 
much  lighter  ;  largely  used  in  heavy  agricultural  implements,  wheel-stock, 
for  railway  ties,  bridge-timbers,  sills,  etc. 

35.  riorus  rubra.    L.    A'cil  J/ulbcrry.    Frodonia.  ^ 

Western  New  England  and  lyOng  Island,  west  through  southern  Ontario 
and  central  Michigan  to  the  Black  Hills,  eastern  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  south 
to  Florida  and  the  Colorado.  A  tree  18  to  20  metres  high,  with  trunk  0.90 
to  1.20  metres  in  diameter  ;  generally  on  rich  bottom  lands.  Wood  soft, 
light,  not  strong,  rather  tougli .;  compact,  durable  in  contact  with  the  soil, 
color  light  onuige  N'ellow  ;  irsed  in  fenci  ng,  c<-)0})erage,  and  at  the  south  in 
ship  and  boat  building.  The  large  dark  purple  fruit  sweet  and  edible. 
Branches  often  with  cork)-  ridges  ;  lea\  es  nearl)'  as  in  the  last,  but  more  simple 
and  straight. 

PL ANTANACE/?^- PLANE  TREE  FAHILY. 

36.  Platanus  occldentalis,    L.    .Syciimo)r.    r>ulton:cood.    Ilutlon-lxill  Tree.     Water  Jieech. 

Chaulavuiiia  lake. 

Southern  Maine  and  southeastern  New  Hampshire  to  northern  \'ermont 
and  northern  >hores  of  Lakes  (,)ntario  and  Krie,  west  to  eastern  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  ;  south  to  northern  Florida,  central  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  and 
southwest  to  DeviTs  river,  Texas.  Largest  tree  of  the  Atlantic  forests,  often 
30  to  40  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  2.40  to  4.20  metres  in  diameter  ;  bor- 
ders of  streams  and  bottom-lands,  in  rich,  moist  soil  ;  ver\'  connnon,  reaching 
greatest  development  in  the  valleys  of  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  ;  the  large 
specimens  generally  holl(>w.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  not  strong,  very  close- 
grainetl,  couipact,  difficult  to  split  and  work  ;  ]a\-ers  of  annual  growth  clearly 
marked  by  broad  l.)ands  of  small  ducts;  the  numerous  medullary  rays  very 
cons])icuous,  c<:)l()r,  brown,  tinged  with  red,  the  sap-wood  lighter  ;  largely 
used  for  tt»baect»  boxes,  ox-\(jkes,  butcher's  blocks,  and,  rarel)-,  cheap  furni- 
ture. I^eaves  mostly  truncate  at  base,  angularly  sinuate  or  toothed,  the  short 
lobes  sharp-pointed. 
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INGLANDACE/E— WALNUT  FAHILY. 
37.    Juglans  cinerea,  L.    JUiitctiiut.    White  WxliiuL    J.akc  ICrie. 

Southern  New  I)nnis\vick,  valley  of  vSaint  Lawrence,  Ontario  and  sonth- 
thern  Miclii*;an  to  northern  Minnesota  and  central  Iowa  ;  south  to  Delaware, 
and  alouji;  Alle^hau)'  mountains  to  northern  Georj^ia,  central  Alabama  and 
i\Iississij>]>i,  northern  Arkansas,  and  southern  Kansas.  A  tree  iS  to  2  \  or, 
cxcei)tionally,  30  to  35  metres  in  hei<;ht,  with  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in 
diameter  ;  rich  woodlands  ;  rare  at  the  south  ;  most  common  and  reachinj^ 
iL^reatest  dcvelo]~>ment  in  Ohio  river  basin.  Wood  H;;ht,  soft,  not  stroni^^, 
rather  coarse-j^rained,  compact,  easily  worked,  satin)',  susceptible  of  a  beauti- 
ful polish,  containing'  numerous  reiL^ularly  distributed  lari;e  open  ducts  ; 
medullary  rays  distant,  thin,  ol)scure  ;  color,  ])ri<;ht  light  brown,  turning 
dark  with  exposure,  the  sap-wood  lighter  ;  largely  used  for  interior  finish, 
cabinet  work,  etc.  The  inner  bark,  cspecialh'  of  root,  is  cniplo\  ed  as  a  mild 
cathartic,  and  furnishes  a  \  ellow  dye.  Leaflets  five  to  eight  pairs,  oblong- 
lanceolate,  pointed,  rounded  at  base,  downy,  especially  beneath  ;  fruit  oblong, 
pointed. 

3S.    Julians  nigra,  I..    lUaik  W'ahutl.    I<;ikc»  luic. 

Western  Massachusetts,  ak)ng  southern  shores  of  Lake  l£rie  through  south- 
ern Michigan  to  southern  ^Minnesota,  eastern  Nebraska,  and  eastern  Kansas, 
south  to  western  I'lorida,  central  Alabama  (Uid  Mississij-tpi,  and  vSan  Antonio 
ri\-er,  Texas.  A  large  tree,  often  30  to  45  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  i.So 
to  3  metres  in  diameter  ;  rich  bottom-lands  and  hillsides  ;  most  connnon  and 
reaching  greatest  development  on  western  slopes  of  southern  Alleghany 
mountains  and  rich  l)ottoms  of  southwestern  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory  ; 
less  connnon  cast  of  Alleghany  mountains  ;  now  everywhere  scarce.  Wood 
heav}',  hard,  strong,  rather  coarse-grained,  liable  to  check  if  not  carefully 
seasoned,  easily  worked,  susceptible  of  a  beautiful  polish,  durable  in  contact 
with  the  soil,  containing  numerous  large  regularly  distributed  open  ducts  ; 
medullary  rays  numerous,  tlnn,  not  conspicuous  ;  color,  rich  dark  brown,  the 
thin  sap-wood  much  lighter  ;  more  used  in  cabinet-making,  interior  finish, 
and  for  gun-stocks,  than  any  other  North  American  tree.  Leailets  seven  to 
eleven  i)airs,  ovate-lanceolate,  taper-])()inted,  somewhat  heart-shaped  or 
unequal  at  base,  smooth  above,  lower  surface  downy  ;  fruit  spherical. 
39.    Carya  alba,  Null.    S/irl/-h<iik  Jliikorv.    S//,!i:-/»(r/:  If/rkorw  Ilaiiovcr. 

\'alley  of  Saint  Lawrence  northern  sh(>res  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  ICrie  to 
.southern  Michigan  and  southeastern  Minnesota,  south  to  western  b'lorida, 
central  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  west  to  eastern  Kansas,  Indian  Territory, 
and  eastern  Texas.  A  large  tree,  24  to  30  or,  exceptionally,  39  to  43  metres 
in  height,  with  tnnik  0.90  to  1.20  metres  in  diameter  ;  rich  hillsides  and 
sandy  ridges;  common,  and  reaching  greatest  development  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains  ;  varj'ing  greatly  in  size  and  shape  of  fruit.    Wood  heavy, 
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very  hard  and  stroii<(,  tou^^h,  close-grained,  compact,  flexible  ;  layers  of 
annual  growth  clearly  marked  with  one  to  three  rows  of  large  open  ducts  ; 
medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  brown,  the  thin  and  more  valuable 
sap-wood  nearly  white  ;  largely  used  in  agricultural  implements,  carriages, 
axe-handles,  baskets,  etc.  The  sweet  and  edible  nuts  afford  an  important 
article  of  commerce.  Bark  of  trunk  shaggy  in  rough  strips  or  plates,  leaflets 
five  to  seven,  when  young  minutely  downy  beneath,  finely  serrate,  the  three 
up])er  obL)\-ate-lancc()latc,  tlie  lower  pair  much  smaller  and  oblong-lanceolate, 
all  taper-})ointed. 

40.  Carya  porcina,    Xntt.    fig  \iit,   Jhoicn  Hickory.   Bhick  Hickory.   SzcitcJi-bnd  Hickory. 

Chaiit;iu(iiia. 

Southern  ]\[aine  to  southern  Ontario,  southern  Michigan  and  Minnesota 
to  eastern  Nebraska,  eastern  Kansas,  and  Indian  Territory,  south  to  Cape 
Canaveral  and  Pease  creek,  Florida,  and  Xueces  river,  Texas.  A  tree  24  to 
40  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.50  metres  in  diameter;  dry  hills 
and  uplands  ;  common.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  very  strong  and  tough,  flexible, 
close-grained,  checking  in  drying,  containing  nuin\'  large  open  ducts  ;  color, 
dark  or  light  brown,  the  thick  sap-wood  lighter,  often  nearly  white  ;  used  for 
same  purposes  as  the  shell  bark  hickory.  Leaflets  five  to  seven,  oblong  or 
obovate-lanceolate  and  taper-pointed,  serrate ;  fruit  pear-shape,  oblong  or 
oval,  nut  oblong  or  o\'al  with  a  thick,  horny  shell.  ' 

41.  Carya  amara,    Xuit.    lliltcr-nnt.    Suanip  Hickory.  Pomfret. 

Southern  Maine  to  Saint  Lawrence  river,  west  through  Ontario,  central 
I\Iichigan  and  Minnesota  to  eastern  Nebraska,  eastern  Kansas,  and  Indian 
Territory,  south  to  western  Florida  and  Trinity  river,  Texas.  A  tree  18  to 
24  metres  in  height,  witli  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter  ;  borders  of 
streams  and  swamps,  in  low  ground  often  on  dry,  rich  uplands.  Wood  heavy, 
ver\-  luird,  strong,  tough.,  close-grained,  checking  in  dr\'ing  ;  layers  of  annual 
growth  marked  b\-  se\'eral  r(nvs  of  large  oj)en  ducts;  medullary  ra\'s  numer- 
ous, ol)scure  ;  color,  dark  brown,  the  thick  sap-wood  light  brown,  or  often 
nearly  white;  largely  used  for  hoops,  ox-yokes,  etc.  Leaflets  seven  to  eleven 
lanceolate  or  oblong-lanceolate ;  fruit  globular,  narrowly  six-ridged  ;  nut 
globular,  white,  short-pt)inted,  thin-walled. 

CUPULIFERAS-OAK  FAHILY. 

42.  Quercus  aSba,    L.     White  Oxk.  Hanover. 

Northern  Maine,  valley  of  Saint  Lawrence,  Ontario,  lower  peninsula  of 
^lichigau,  south  to  Tam]>a  bay,  west  to  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Brazos  river. 
A  large  tree,  24  to  45  metres  high,  trunk  1.20  to  2.40  metres  in  diameter, 
all  soils,  very  connnon,  reaching  highest  development  along  western  slopes 
of  the  Alleghanies  and  the  Ohio  river  valley,  where  it  forms  a  large  portion 
of  the  forest  growth.    Wood  heavy,  strong,  hard,  durable  in  contact  with  the 
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soil  ;  color,  brown,  used  in  cooperage,  carriage-building,  cabinets,  interior 
finish,  furniture,  railway  ties,  etc. 

43.  Quercus  5teUata,    Wanj^^.    /\isl  0>d\  Hanover. 

44.  Quercus  rubra,    A'nl  (^nk.    lifniic  0<'k.  Coimnnji. 

Xova  vScotia,  southern  New  lirunswick  to  eastern  Minnesota,  western  Iowa, 
eastern  Kansas,  and  Indian  Territory  ;  south  to  northern  Florida,  southern 
Alabama  and  ^lississippi,  and  Linipia  mountains,  western  Texas.  A  large 
tree,  30  to  45  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  1.20  to  2.10  metres  in  diameter; 
very  common  in  all  soils,  extending  farther  nortli  than  any  other  Atlantic 
oak.  Wood  hea\'y,  hard,  strong,  coarse-grained,  inclined  to  check  in  drying  ; 
layers  of  annual  growth  marked  by  several  rows  of  very  large  open  ducts  ; 
medullary  rays  few,  conspicuous;  color,  light  brown  or  red,  the  sap-wood 
somewhat  darker ;  now  largely  used  for  clap1)oards,  coo}">erage,  and  for 
interior  finish,  chairs,  etc.  Cup  saucer-shaped  or  flat,  leaves  rather  thin, 
turning  dark  red  after  frost,  moderately  pinnatifid  the  lobes  acuminate  from 
a  broad  base,  with  a  few  coarse  teeth  ;  l)ark  of  trunk  gra\',  smoothish. 

45.  Quercus  tinctoria,    P.artram.    /Ihuk  0>d\     }'c//ou'  Jhirk  Oak.    Oiicixiiron  Oak.  Vcl- 

/oTi'  ()ak.    I'oiiius  I'oiut. 

vSouthern  Maine  to  northern  \'ermont,  ( )ntario  and  southern  Minnesota, 
eastern  Nebraska,  eastern  Kansas,  and  Indian  Territory,  south  to  western 
Florida,  southern  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  eastern  Texas.  A  large  tree, 
36  to  40  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.80  metres  in  diameter;  gen- 
erally on  dry  or  gravelly  uplands  very  common.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  strong, 
not  tough,  coarse-grained,  liable  to  check  in  drying  ;  layers  of  annual  growth 
nuirked  by  several  rows  of  very  large  open  ducts  ;  color,  bright  brown,  tinged 
with  red,  the  sap-wood  much  lighter ;  used  in  cooperage,  construction,  etc. 
The  bark  largely  used  in  tanning  ;  the  intensely  bitter  inner  bark  yields  a 
valuable  \  ellow  dye,  and  is  occasionally  used  medicinally  in  decoctions,  etc., 
in  hemorrhage.  Leaves  with  broad,  undivided  lobes,  pale,  turning  brownish, 
orange  or  dull  red  in  autumn,  bark  of  trunk  dark-colored  and  rough,  thick. 

46.  Quercus  Palustris,  Du  Roi.    Pifi  Oak.     Swamp  Spanish  Oak.      Jla/rrOak.  Hanover. 

A'alley  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  to  central  New  York,  south  to  Del- 
aware and  District  of  Columbia,  southern  Wisconsin,  eastern  Kansas,  south- 
ern Arkansas,  and  Tennessee.  A,  tree  24  to  30  feet  higli,  trunk  0.90  to  1.50 
metres  in  diameter  ;  low  rich  soil,  generally  along  borders  of  streams  and 
swamps.  Wood  heavy,  hard,  very  strong  ;  color  light  brown  ;  used  for  shin- 
gles, cooperage,  construction,  and  clapboards. 

47.  Castanea  vulgaris  var.  Americana,  A.    DC.    Chcsluut.  Sheridan. 

Southern  Maine  to  northern  Vermont,  southern  Ontario  and  southern 
T^Iichigan,  south  through  northern  states  to  Delaware  and  southern  Indiana ; 
along  Alleghany  mountains  to  northern  Alabama,  extending  west  to  middle 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.    Large  tree,  24  to  30  metres  in  height,. with  trunk 
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1.80  to  4  metres  in  diameter ;  rich  woods  and  hillsides  ;  common  and  reacli- 
iniL^  f^reatest  developement  on  western  slopes  of  southern  Alle,L;hanies.  Wood 
li^^ht,  soft,  not  stront;,  coarse-grained,  liable  to  check  and  wrap  in  drying, 
easily  split,  very  durable  in  contact  with  the  soil  ;  layers  of  annual  growth 
marked  hy  many  rows  of  large  open  ducts  ;  medullary  ra\'s  numerous, 
obscure;  color,  l)rown,  the  sa]>wood  lighter;  largeh' used  in  cabinet-making, 
for  railway  lies,  ])osts,  fencing,  etc.  Tlie  fruit  sweet  and  edil)le.  Leaves 
oblong-lanceolate,  V)ointed,  serrate  with  coarse  pointed  teeth,  acute  at  base, 
when  mature  smooth  and  green  ])oih  sides. 
4S.    Fagus  ferrjj2:inea,   Ait.    JUicli.  Cunnnon. 

Xo\-a  Scotia  and  l^estigouche  river  to  northern  .shores  of  Jyake  Huron 
ard  northern  Wisconsin,  south  to  western  Florida,  west  to  eastern  Illinois, 
southeastern  ^Missouri,  northeastern  Arkansas,  and  Trinity  river,  Texas.  A 
large  tree,  24  to  34  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.20  metres  in 
diameter  ;  rich  woods,  at  the  south  sometimes  on  bottomlands  or  ])orders  of 
swam}\s  ;  reaching  greatest  development  upon  the  bluff"  formations  of 
lower  Mississippi  basin  ;  \'er\'  connnon.  Wood  hard,  strong,  tough,  ver\' 
close-grained,  inclined, to  check  in  dr\'ing,  difficult  to  season,  susceptible  of 
a  beautiful  ])olish  ;  medullary  ra)-s  broad,  very  cons])icuous  ;  color,  var\-ing 
greatly  with  soil  and  situation,  dark  or  often  \'er\'  light  red,  the  sap-wood 
nearly  white  ;  largely  used  in  chairs,  shoe-lasts,  plane-stocks,  handles,  etc., 
and  for  fuel.  Lea\-es  oblong-o\-ate,  taper-pointed,  distincth'  and  often  coarsely 
toothed  ;  midril)  nearl\-  naked,  'prickles  of  the  fruit  mostly  recur\'ed  or 
spreading. 

49.  Ostrya  N'irjjinica,    Will.l.    Hop  1Ioi>iI>i<iih.    Iion-:i<ood .    LtVi'r-wood.  I'airpoint. 
Ikiy  of  Chaleur,  valleys  of  Saint  Lawrence  and  lower  Ottawa  rivers, 

northern  shore  of  I^ake  Huron  to  northern  .Minnesota,  south  through  northern 
states  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  western  Florida,  through  eastern 
Iowa,  southeastern  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  to  eastern  Kansas,  Indian  Terri- 
tor\-  and  eastern  Texas.  A  small  tree,  9  to  15  metres  in  height,  with  trunk 
0.30  to  o.(>()  metre  in  diameter ;  generally  on  drv,  gravelly  hillsides  and 
knolls  ;  reaching  greatest  de\  elopment  in  southern  Arkansas ;  connnon. 
Wood  heavy,  ver\-  strong  and  hard,  tough,  very  close-grained,  compact,  sus- 
ceptible of  a  l>eautiful  polish,  ver\-  durable  in  contact  with  the  .soil  ;  medul- 
lary rays  numerous,  obscure;  color,  light  brown,  tinged  witli  red,  or  like  the 
sa])-wood,  often  nearly  white  ;  used  for  posts,  levers,  handles  of  tools,  etc. 
Leaves  itblong-ovate,  taper-pointed,  very  sharply  double  serrate,  downy 
beneath  with  1 1  to  15  principal  \'eins  ;  buds  acute,  involucre  bristly-haired  at 
l)ase. 

50.  Carpinus  Caroliniana,    Wall,     llornhrain.     Blue  BcecJi.      Water  Betr/h  /ron-zcood. 

Common. 

Nova  vScotia,  southern  Xew  lirunswick,  northern  shores  of  Georgian  bay, 
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southern  peninsula  of  Michij^an  to  northern  Minnesota,  south  to  Cape  Mala- 
bar and  Tampa  bay,  Florida,  and  Trinity  river,  Texas,  west  to  central  Iowa, 
eastern  Kansas,  and  Poteau  river,  Indian  Territory.  A  small  tree,  9  to  15 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  sometimes  0,60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter  ;  at 
the  north  much  smaller,  often  reduced  to  a  low  shrub  ;  borders  of  streams 
and  swam])s,  in  moist  soil  ;  most  common  and  reachini;  t^reatest  develo])- 
ment  aloni;^  western  slopes  of  southern  Alleghany  mountains  and  in  southern 
Arkansas  and  eastern  Texas.  Wood  heavy,  very  strong  and  hard,  close- 
grained,  inclined  to  check  in  drying;  medullary  rays  numerous,  broad; 
color,  light  brown,  the  thick  sap-wood  nearly  white  ;  used  for  levers,  handles 
of  tools,  etc.  Leaves  ovate-oblong,  pointed,  sharply  double  serrate,  soon 
nearly  smooth  ;  bractlets  three-lobed,  halberd-shaped,  sparingly  cut  toothed  on 
one  side,  acute. 

BIRCH  FAHILY. 

51.  Betula  papyrifera,  Marsh.    Canoe  liirch.     Mliilc  JUtrh.    Paper  Dirch.  Panama. 
Northern  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  to  Hudson  bay  ;  northwest  to 

Great  Uear  lake  and  Yukon  river,  Alaska  ;  south,  in  Atlantic  region  to  Long 
Island,  New  York,  mountains  of  northern  Pennsylvania,  central  Michigan, 
northeastern  Illinois  and  central  Minnesota;  in  Pacific  region  south  to  lUack 
Hills  of  Dakota,  Hitter-root  mountains  and  Flathead  lake,  Montana,  northern 
Washington,  and  Lower  Praser  river,  British  Columbia.  A  tree  iS  to  24 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter;  rich  woodlands 
and  banks  of  streams  ;  very  common  in  northern  Atlantic  region,  and  reach- 
ing a  higher  latitude  than  other  deciduous  tree.  Wood  light,  strong,  hard, 
tough,  very  close-grained,  compact,  medullary  rays  numerous,  obscure  ;  color, 
brown,  tinged  with  red,  the  sapwood  nearly  white  ;  largely  used  in  making 
spools,  shoe-lasts  and  pegs,  in  turnery,  for  fuel,  woo(l-])ulp,  etc.  The  very 
tough,  durable  bark,  easily  separated  into  thin  la\  ers,  is  impervious  to  water, 
and  largely  used  for  canoes,  tents,  etc.  Leaves  ovate,  taper-pointed,  heart- 
shaped  or  abrupt  (or,  rarely,  wedge-shaped)  at  base,  smooth  and  green  above, 
pale  dotted,  and  a  little  hairy  on  the  veins  beneath,  sharply  and  unequally 
douldy  serrate,  three  to  four  times  length  of  tlie  petiole. 

52.  Bctula  lutea,  Miclix.  f.  Yelloa'  Hirch.    (irav  /Hir/,.  Haiiovi-r. 
Newfoundland,  northern  shores  of  (iulf  of  vSaint  Lawrence  to  western 

shores  of  Lake  Superior  and  Rainy  lake,  south  through  northern  States  to 
Delaware  and  southern  Minnesota,  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  the 
high  peaks  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The  largest  and  one  of  the 
most  valuable  deciduous  trees  of  northern  Atlantic  forests,  often  21  to  29 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.20  raetres  in  diameter;  rich  wood- 
lands ;  common.  Wood  heavy,  very  strong  and  hard,  very  close-grained, 
com])act,  satiny,  susceptible  of  a  beautiful  polish  ;  medullary  rays  munerous, 
obscure  ;  color,  light  brown,  tinged  with  red,  the  heavier  sap-wood  nearly 
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white  ;  largely  used  for  fuel,  in  furniture,  button  and  tassel  moulds,  pill  and 
match  boxes,  and  for  hubs  of  wheels.  Bark  yellowish  or  silver-gray,  detaching 
in  very  thin  filmy  layers  ;  leaves  from  three  to  five  inches  long,  slightly  or 
not  at  all  heart-shaped  and  often  narrowish  toward  the  base,  dull  green  above 
and  usually  more  downy  on  the  veins  beneath. 

53.    Betula  lenta,  I„    Chcny  Hinh.    J!l<ti  k  liiirh.    Swa  t  liiri  h.  Mn/ioi^nny  IHir/i.  Hanover. 

Newfoundland  and  Saguenay  river,  west  through  Ontario  to  Lake  Huron, 
south  to  iiorthcrn  Delaware  and  southern  Indiana,  and  along  Alleghany 
mountains  to  western  Florida,  extending  west  to  middle  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee. \  tree  iS  to  24  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.50  metres  in 
diameter  ;  rich  woods  ;  very  common  in  all  northern  forests.  Wood  heavy, 
very  strong  and  hard,  close-grained,  compact,  satiny,  susceptible  of  a  beauti- 
ful polish  ;  medullary  ra>'s  numerous,  obscure  ;  color,  dark  brown,  tinged  with 
red,  the  sap-wood  light  brown  or  yellow  ;  now  largely  used  in  furniture  and 
for  fuel  ;  in  Xova  Scotia  and  Xev/  Brunswick  largely  in  ship-building.  Iku-k 
of  trunk  dark  brown,  close,  \'ery  sweet-aromatic,  leaves  ovate  or  oblong-ovate 
from  a  more  or  less  heart-shai)ed  base,  shar])ly  and  finely  double  serrate  all 
around,  when  mature  shining  or  bright  green  above  and  glabrous,  except  on 
the  veins,  1)eneath. 

SALICACE/T:-VVILLOW  FAMILY.  I 
5  J.    5alix  nijcra,  Marsh.    ///-/( /.•  U'il!o:c.  Panama. 

vSuulhern  New  Brunswick  and  northern  shores  of  Lake  Huron  and  vSupe- 
rior  soutliward  through  Athintic  region  to  P>ay  Biscayne  and  Caloosa  river, 
I'lorida,  and  (iuadainj)e  ri\er,  Texas;  Pacific  region, — \-alle\'S  of  Sacramento 
river,  California,  and  Colorado  ri\-er,  Arizona.  A  small  tree,  sonurtimes  15 
to  18  metres  in  Iieight,  will)  trunk  rarely  0.60  metre  in  diameter,  in  southern 
Florida  reduced  to  a  low  >hrub  ;  banks  of  streams  ;  most  common  in  Ijasin 
of  the  ^Mississippi  ri\-er,  and  reaching  greatest  development  on  the  rich  bot- 
tom-lands of  the  Colorado  and  rivers  of  eastern  Texas;  varying  greatly  in 
size  and  shape  of  lea\'es  {\ais.  lui'^ustijolin^  l<>)i^^i folia,  la ti folia,  etc.,  Anders.), 
length  and  hal)it  of  aments,  etc.,  (\ars.  nian^ii/a/a  and  irrii^///ii,  Anders., 
War.  Jlari/ii,  r)e])b).  \\'ood  light,  soft,  weak,  close-grained,  checking  badly 
in  drying  ;  medullar)-  ra\  s  o1)scure  ;  color,  brown,  sap-wood  nearly  white. 
The  tonic  and  astringent  ])ark  is  used  as  a  poi)ular  febrifuge,  containing,  in 
common  with  all  the  sj)ecies  of  tlie  genus,  salic\-lic  acid, — a  powerful  antip>'- 
retic  successfully  used  in  acute  cases  of  gout,  rheumatism,  t)  i)hoid  fever,  etc. 
Lc-aves  nairowlv  lanceolate,  \'er)-  long-attenuate  from  near  the  roinidisli  or 
acute  l)a^e  to  the  nsuall\-  cur\'ed  tip,  often  down\-  when  \  oung,  at  length 
green  and  glabrous,  exce})t  the  ]>etiole  and  midrib. 
55.    5allx  amyjrdaloides,  An.U-rs.     U'i//ou\  Cliaut.uuiua. 

Shores  of  the  great  lakes  (Xew  York  and  Ohio),  west  to  the  Saskatche- 
wan, aiul  soutlnvard  through  Rocky  mountain  region  to  southern  Xew  Mex~ 
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ico  ;  banks  of  lower  Columbia  river,  Orcj^oii.  A  small  tree,  rarely  9  to  12 
metres  in  lieiglith,  with  trunk  0.15  to  0.30  metre  in  diameter  ;  borders  of 
streams.  Wood  li<^lit,  soft,  not  stronj^,  close-grained,  checking  in  drying  ; 
color,  light  brown,  the  sap-wood  nearly  white.  Leaves  lanceolate  or  ovate- 
lanceolate  two  to  four  inches  long,  attenuate  cuspidate,  pale  or  glaucous 
beneath,  petiole  long  and  slender,  stipules  minute. 

56.  Salix  longifolia,  Muhl.    S'HiJ-har  ]l'i//o7C.  Chautauqua. 

\*alley  of  the  Connecticut  and  of  Potomac  river  at  Washington  ;  west  and 
northwest  along  the  great  lakes  to  Mackenzie  river,  in  latitude  66^  X., 
through  the  Mississippi  basin,  Texas,  Rocky  mountains  and  l^icific  Coast 
States.  A  small  tree,  6  to  9  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  rarely  exceeding 
0.30  metre  in  diameter  ;  borders  of  streams  and  river  sand-bars,  in  low,  wet 
sandy  soil,  often  forming  low  dense  clumps  ;  rare  east  of  Alleghany  moun- 
tains ;  very  common  throughout  the  Mississipj)i  river  basin,  and  reaching 
greatest  development  in  the  valleys  of  Oregon  and  Northern  California. 
Wood  light,  soft,  very  close-grained,  compact  ;  medullary  rays  numerous, 
ver\'  obscure  ;  color,  l^rown,  tinged  with  red,  the  sajvwood  brown.  Leaves 
linear-lanceolate  two  to  four  inches  long,  tapering  at  each  end,  nearly  sessile, 
more  or  less  silky  when  \  onng,  at  length  smooth  and  green  both  sides  ; 
s:ipules  small,  lanceolate,  deciduous. 

57.  Populus  tremuloides,  Michx.    Asp.    Ou'ikiui::  Asp.  Common. 

Northern  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  to  Hudson  ba\',  northwest  toCrrcat 
Bear  lake,  mouth  of  Mackenzie  river,  and  Yukon  river,  Alaska  ;  south  in 
Atlantic  region  to  mountains  of  Pennsylvania,  .southern  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
and  norlhern  Kentucky  ;  in  Pacific  region  south  to  the  Sacramento  river, 
California,  and  along  the  Rocky  mountains  and  interior  ranges  to  southern 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  central  Nevada.  A  small  tree,  15  to  iS  metres 
in  height,  with  trunk  rarel\'  exceeding  0.60  metre  in  diameter  ;  very  com- 
mon through  liritish  America,  and  spreading  over  enormous  are;is  stri])]K'd 
by  fire  of  other  trees;  in  the  Pacific  region  very  common  upon  moist  moun- 
tain slopes  and  bottoms  bet\\een  6,000  and  10,000  feet  elevation  ;  tlie  most 
widely  distril)uted  Xorlli  America  trte.  Wood  liglit,  .soft,  not  strong,  close- 
grained,  coiup;iel,  not  dura])le,  containing  nunieious  minutJ'  seatlen-d  open 
ducts;  medullaiy  ra\-s  very  thin,  hardh-  distinguisha1)le  ;  color,  light  brown, 
the  thick  .sap-wood  nearly  white  ;  largely  manufactured  into  wood-pulp  ;  a 
bitter  principle  in  the  bark  causes  its  use  as  a  tonic  in  intermittent  fevers 
and  cases  of  debility.  Bark  smooth  greenish-white,  leaves  roundish  heart- 
shaped  with  a  short  sharp  jwint  and  small  somewhat  regular  teeth,  smooth 
on  both  sides,  with  downy  margins  on  long  slender  petiole.^. 
5.S.    Populus  grandidentata,  IMichx.    Poplxr.  Coinnion. 

Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  west  through  Ontario  to  northern 
Minnesota,  south  through  Northern  States  and  along  Alleghany  mountains 
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to  North  Carolina,  extending-  west  to  middle  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  A 
tree  21  to  24  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.50  to  0.75  metre  in  diameter; 
rich  woods  and  borders  of  streams  and  swamps.  Wood  light,  soft,  not  strong, 
close-grained,  compact  ;  medullary  rays  thin,  obscure  ;  color,  light  brown» 
the  sap-wood  nearly  white  ;  largely  used  for  wood-])ulp  and  occasionally  used 
in  tmiiery,  for  wooden-ware,  etc.  ]*ark  smoothish,  gray  ;  lea\'cs  roundish- 
ovate  witli  large  and  irregular  sinuate  teeth,  when  young,  densely  covered 
with  white  silky  wool,  at  length  smooth  both  sides. 

59.  Populus  ba!samifera,  L.    Hc/ski//.     'raonnalutc.    Ihilni  0/ (,l/i'<icl.  Ashville. 
Straits  of  IJelle  Isle  to  shores  of  Hudson  bay,  northwest  to  shores  of  Great 

Bear  lake  and  Yukon  river,  Alaska,  south  to  northern  New  Kngland,  central 
Michigan  and  Minnesota,  the  Rocky  mountains  and  interior  ranges  of  Mon- 
tana and  Idaho,  \Yashington,  and  British  Columbia.  A  large  tree,  18  to  24 
metres  in  height,  with  trunk  1.50  to  2.10  metres  in  diameter;  very  common 
on  islands  and  shores  of  northern  rivers  ;  in  British  Columbia  generally  con- 
founded with  the  allied  P.  tricJiocarpa^  the  range  of  the  two  species  here  still 
uncertain.  A  form  with  broader  heart-shaped  leaves,  white  on  tlie  under 
side,  rare  or  unknown  in  a  wild  state,  very  common  in  cultivation,  is  van 
caiidii'iiiis^  Gray.  Wood  very  light,  soft,  not  strong,  close-grained,  compact ; 
medullary  rays  numerous,  very  obscure  ;  color,  brown,  the  thick  sap-wood 
nearly  white.  The  ])uds,  are  covered  with  a  resinous  exudation,  occasionally 
used  medicinally  as  a  substitute  for  tur])entine  and  other  l)alms.  Buds  with 
fragrant  resin  ;  leaves  ovate-lanceolate  gradually  tapering  and  pointed,  finely 
crenate,  smooth  on  both  sides,  whitisli  beneath. 

60.  Populus  monilifem,    Ait.     Coi/oiizcood.     Xtiklacc.     Poplar.      Carolina-Poplar.  liii;;- 

^  ( ;//(>// Tc •■'('(/.     Aloiii^  Lake  I-'ric. 

Shores  of  Lake  Champlain,  south  through  western  New  Kngland  to 
western  IHorida,  west  to  base  of  Rocky  mountains  of  Montana,  Colorado  and 
New  Mexico.  A  large  tree,  24  to  51  metres  high,  with  trunk  1.20  to  1.40 
metres  in  diameter  ;  low  moist  soil,  the  common  cottonwood  of  the  western 
plains.  Wood  very  light,  soft,  not  strong,  close-grained,  compact  ;  color, 
dark  brown,  used  in  paper-|)ulp,  light  packing  cases,  finer  braids  and  for 
fuel. 

CONIFERAE— PINE  FAMILY. 

61.  PJnus  Strobiis,    I..     While  Pi)u\     U'lyinonl/t  J'inc.  Occasional. 
Xewfoundlau<l,  (iulf  of  .Saint  Lawrence  to  Lake  Nipigon  and  Winnipeg 

river,  soiUh  through  northern  states  to  Pennsylvania,  southern  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan  ;  Starving  Rock,''  near  La  Salle,  Illinois,  near  Davenport,  Iowa, 
(very  rare  and  local) ;  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  northern  Georgia. 
A  large  tree,  24  to  52  metres  in  height,  v/ith  trunk  1.20  to  3.50  metres  in 
diameter  ;  sandy  loan.i,  forming  extensive  forests,  or  near  the  great  lakes 
often  in  small  bodies  scattered  through  the  hardwood  forests,  here  reaching 
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o;rcatest  dcvelopineiit  ;  north  of  latitude  47°  and  south  of  IVnnsylvania, 
central  Michi<;an,  and  Minnesota  much  smaller,  less  common  and  valuable. 
Wood  lij^ht,  soft,  not  strong-,  very  close,  straiiL;ht-orained,  compact,  easily 
worked,  susceptible  of  a  beautiful  polish  ;  bands  of  small  summer  cells  thin, 
not  conspicuous;  resin  passage  small,  not  numerous  nor  conspicuous  ;  medul- 
lary rays  numerous,  thin  ;  color,  light  brown,  often  slightly  tinged  with  red, 
sai>wood  nearly  white  ;  more  largely  cut  into  lumber,  sliingles,  lath,  etc., 
than  any  other  North  American  tree  ;  the  common  and  most  valuable  build- 
ing mnterial  of  the  northern  states  ;  used  in  cabinet-making,  for. interior  finish, 
in  making  matches,  wooden-ware,  and  for  domestic  purposes.  Leaves  very 
slender,  glaucous  ;  sterile  flowers  oval,  cones  narrow,  cylindrical  nodding, 
often  curved,  seed  smooth, 
62.    Pinus  rigida.   Mill.    Pilch  Pinr,  rrc«loiiia. 

New  Brunswick  to  northern  shores  of  Lake  Ontario,  south  through 
Atlantic  States  to  northern  Georgia,  extending  to  western  slope  of  Alleghany 
mountains  in  West  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  A  tree  12  to  24  metres  in  height^ 
with  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter  ;  dry,  sandy,  barren  soil,  or  less 
commonly  in  deep,  cold  swamps ;  very  common.  Wood  light,  soft,  not 
strong,  brittle,  coarse-grained,  compact  ;  bands  of  small  summer  cells,  broad, 
very  resinous,  conspicuous  ;  resin  passages  numerous,  not  large;  medullary 
rays  numerous,  obscure  ;  color,  light  brown  or  red,  the  thick  sap-wood  yel- 
low or  often  neaily  white;  used  for  fuel,  charcoal,  and  occasionally  cut  into 
coarse  lumber.  Leaves  three  to  five  inches  long,  dark  green  from  short 
sheaths  ;  cones  ovoid-conical  or  ovate  one  to  3 '  <  inches  long,  often  in  clusters. 
O3.    Tsuga  Canadensis,  Carr.    llonlock.  Common. 

Nova  vScotia,  southern  New  Brunswick,  valley  of  Saint  Lawrence  to  lake 
Temiscaming,  and  southwest  to  western  borders  of  northern  Wisconsin  ; 
south  through  northern  states  to  northern  Delaware,  southeastern  Michigan, 
central  Wisconsin,  and  along  Alleghany  mountains  to  northern  Alabama. 
A  tree  21  to  33  metres  in  height,  with  trunk  0.90  to  1.15  metres  in  diam- 
eter ;  dry,  rocky  ridges,  generally  facing  the  north,  and  often  forming  exten- 
sive forests,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  other  species,  or,  less  commonly, 
borders  of  swamps  in  deep,  rich  soil  ;  most  common  in  the  north,  and  reach- 
ing greatest  individual  developement  in  the  high  mountains  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee.  Wood  light,  not  strong,  brittle,  coarse-grained,  difficult 
to  work  ;  liable  to  wind-shake  and  splinter,  not  durable  ;  bands  of  small 
summer  cells  rather  broad,  conspicuous  ;  .medullary  rays  numerous,  thin  ; 
color,  light  brown,  tinged  with  red,  or. often  nearly  white,  the  sap-wood  some- 
what darker  ;  largely  used  for  coarse  lumber  and  in  cf)nstruction  for  outside 
finish,  railway  ties,  etc  ;  two  varieties  red  and  white,  produced  a})parently 
under  precisely  similar  conditions  of  growth,  are  recognized  by  lumbermen. 
The  bark,  rich  in  tannin,  is  the  principal  material  used  in  the  northern  states 
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in  tanning  leather,  and  yields  a  fluid  extract.  Leaves  petioled,  short-linear, 
obtuse  {y'j  inch  long,)  cones  oval,  of  few  thin  scales  much  longer  that  the 
bracts. 

64.  Abies  baLsamea,  Mill.    li(tfs<(nt  Fir.    Ihtlni-of-Gilead  Fir.    Cattaraugus  creek. 
Northern  Xewfoundland  and  Labrador  to  Hudson  bay  ;  northwest  to 

(ireat  Hear  lake  and  eastern  base  of  Rocky  mountains ;  south  through 
northern  states  to  Penns\  1  vania,  central  Michigan  and  ^Minnesota,  and  along 
Alleghany  mountains  to  tlie  high  peaks  of  Virginia.  A  tree  21  to  27  metres  in 
height,  with  trunk  rarely  exceeding  0.60  metre  in  diameter,  at  high  eleva- 
tions reduced  to  a  low  prostrate  shrub  {A.  Hudsonica.^  Hort.) ;  damp  woods  and 
mountain  swamps.  Wood  very  light,  soft,  not  strong,  coarse-grained,  com- 
})act,  not*  durable  ;  bands  of  summer  cells  not  broad,  resinous,  conspicuous  ; 
medullary  ra\-s  numerous,  ol)scure  ;  color,  light  brown,  often  streaked  with 
yellow,  and  sajvwood  ligliter.  Canadian  balsam  or  balm  of  fir,  an  aromatic 
liquid,  oleo-resin,  obtained  from  this  and  other  species  o{  Abies^  is  used  med- 
icinally, cliiL-!l\-  in  treatment  of  catarrhal  affections,  and  in  the  arts.  Leaves 
narrowly  linear  ;  cones  cylindrical,  violet  colored  ;  the  bracts  obovate,  ser- 
rulate, tipped  with  an  al)rupt  slender  point,  shorter  than  the  scales. 

65.  Tarix  Americana,  Miclix.    Lurch.    Hhtck  Lurch.     'JainiirtcL    Ihtckindtuck .  Cas.sa<laga. 
Xoithern  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  to  eastern  shores  of  Hudson  ba\', 

and  northwest  to  valley  of  Mackenzie  river;  south  through  northern  states 
to  northern  Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Minnesota.  A  tree  24  to  30 
metres  in  height,  trunk  0.60  to  0.90  metre  in  diameter;  moist  uplands  or 
cold,  wet  swamps.  Wood  lieav)',  hard,  very  strong,  compact ;  color,  light 
brown  ;  used  for  knees  of  ves.sels,  shi])-timbers,  fence  posts,  telegraph  poles, 
etc. 


CHAPTER  XLH. 

THK  15IRDS  OF  CirAUTAUQUA  COUNTY, 
liv  John  M.  ICdixon.-' 

rHAUTAUQUA  county  presents  conditions  very  favorable  to  bird  life,, 
and  the  fact  has  not  been  overlooked  by  the  winged  folk.  Indeed,  it 
\^  is  asserted  that  in  variety  of  singing  birds  no  other  region  of  like 
extent  excels  western  New  York.  Several  years  devoted  largely  to  observing 
Chautauqua  birds,  as  well  as  some  }'ears  spent  by  the  writer  in  other  .sections 
of  the  Union  have  elicited  no  contradiction  to  this  statement.    We  will 

*  Mr.  Kd^oii  is  a  native  of  .Siiu  lairville,  son  of  Hon.  Obcil  Kilson,  ami  Jiow  a  resident  of  Whatcom,  Wasli- 
iiiKton.    He  li.is  fur  many  years  iiunle  a  si)ecial  study  of  birds. 
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attempt  licre  to  j)rcscnt  little  more  than  a  cataloj^aie  of  the  ])irds  of  the  county, 
^vith  comments  as  to  the  aljundance  of  the  various  species.  Some  of  those 
referred  to  as  rare  or  of  doubtful  occurrence  are  mentioned  because  the 
county  is  within  their  supposed  ran<;e.  The  nomenclature  and  classification 
of  the  American  Ornithologists'  Union  are  used,  and  an  attempt  is  made  to 
roughly  describe  birds  in  adult  summer  plumage  of  a  number  of  species, 
which  may  with  a  little  attention  be  readily  indentified. 

Order  PYGOPODES.    Diving  Birds. 

The  species  of  this  and  the  following  two  orders  belong  to  the  sub-class 
of  Aquatic  Birds  or  Waterfowl.  In  this  order  the  sexes  are  alike,  the  bill 
pointed  and  the  legs  placed  far  back. 

Family  rODlCIPIIhlv.  Citrhcs. 

Birds  of  this  family  are  without  tail  feathers  ;   front  toes  lobed,  not 
wel)bed.    Ilolboel's  or  the  red-necked  grel)e  and  the  horned  gre])e  reach 
Chautauqua  county  but  are  much  less  common  than  the 
I'lHD-iniJ.HI)  (;RI':11K.    lUli/yinhus  podictps. 

Blackish  brown  above,  silvery  white  beneath  ;  bill  whitish,  crossed  about 
the  middle  by  a  black  band  ;  length  12 — 15,  wing  about  5.  This  species  is 
also  known  as  "dipper"  and  "  hell-diver.''  Common  on  our  lakes  in  spring 
and  autumn,  and  occasionally  breeding  here. 

FAMILY  I'RINATORID.IC.  Loons. 
It  is  probable  that  the  black-throated  and  red-throated  loons  occasionally 
visit  the  county  but  the  most  familiar  member  of  the  group  is  the 

GREAT  NORTIIIvRX  DIVICR.    f  ^riua/or  iinhcr. 

Also  called  loon.  White  beneath,  otherwise  chiefly  black,  speckled  in 
patches  with  white  ;  length  2S — 36,  wing  13 — 15.  A  large,  handsome  fowl  ; 
a  few  are  seen  on  all  our  lakes  in  S2)ring  and  autumn. 

Order  LONQIPl£NNES.    Long-winged  Swimmers. 

LARID.K.    C'ul/s  innf  J-'i  rns. 

A  number  of  species  reach  this  section,  tlie  variety  found  on  Lake  Erie 
being  considerable.    The  two  most  common  are 

AMP:RICAX  IIKRRING  gull.    Lams  art^cutaius  sviithsoniauus.  | 

In  adult  plumage,  upper  parts  delicate  pearl-gray,  beneath  white  ;  black 
and  white  markings  on  wings  ;  liead  and  tail  white  ;  length  23 — 26,  wing 
16 — ij^j.  A  medium  sized  gull,  common  about  lakes  in  spring  and  autumn, 
BONAPARTE'vS  gull.    Launis Philadelphia. 

Mantle  pale  pearl-gray,  head  dark  plumbeous,  tips  of  wings  black,  else- 
where pure  white;  length  12 — 14,  wing  about  10%^.  One  of  the  smallest  and 
most  common  of  the  family. 
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Order  ANSERES.    Anserine  Birds. 

Fiunily  ANATID.Tv.    Geest\  Ducks  lunt  S-a'ans. 

This  family  comprises  all  the  edible  waterfowl  sought  by  gunners,  as 
well  as  some  not  valued  as  food.  The  bill  is  rounded  at  the  end,  covered 
wholly  or  in  part  by  a  leathery  niem1)rane,  the  mandibles  furnished  along 
their  meeting  edges  with  saw-like  lamellations,  feet  webbed.  Besides  the 
species  niore  extendedly  referred  to  below,  the  American  widgeon,  pin-tail, 
blue-bill,  little  blue-bill,  ruddy  duck,  old  squaw,  white-winged  scoter  and  surf 
scoter  are  not  uncommon,  while  the  red-breasted  merganser,  gadwall,  can- 
vas-back, ring-necked  duck,  and  harlequin  duck  appear  less  common.  The 
waterfowl  are,  for  the  most  part,  with  us  only  during  spring  and  fall  migra- 
tions and  not  in  such  numbers  as  formerly. 

AMKRICAN  MKRGANSK R.     Jfcrgansi't'  auit  ricanus. 

Also  called  shelldrake,"  "  sawbill  "  and  "  fish  duck."  Male,  upper  parts 
mainly  black,  white  and  gray,  lower  parts  creamy  white  or  salmon  color, 
head  an.d  upi)er  neck  greenish  black, with. crest  ;  length  25 — 27, wing  io}< — 1 1; 
bill  slender,  serration^j  of  mandible  tooth-like  and  inclined  backward.  I^V-male, 
head  and  u])])er  neck  tawn\-  brown  ;  u])])er  parts  chiefly  ashy  gray  and  whit- 
ish. Not  uncommon,  especially  about  the  open  water  of  streams  during 
winter.     Not  fit  for  food. 

HOODia)  ISIKRGANSER.    Lophodytes  cuciillatus, 

Male,  upper  parts  chiefly  black  with  white  markings,  beneath  white, 
sides  light  cinnamon  finely  waved  with  black,  conspicuous  fan-shaped  crest 
white  with  black  border  ;  length  17 — 19, wing  -]]/, — 8.  Female,  above  grayish 
brown,  crest  dull  cinnamon,  beneath  white.  A  very  handsome  little  duck, 
common  on  all  our  waters.    vScarcely  edible. 

MAl.I.ARI).    Atlas  boschiis. 

Male,  head  and  neck  metallic  green,  chest  dark  chestnut,  se])arated  from 
upper  neck  by  a  narrow  white  collar,  beneath  whitish  finely  undulated  with 
dusky,  upper  ])arts  brownish  black  and  light  gra\'ish,  posteriorly  above  aiid 
below  jet  ])lack,  tail  feathers  chiefly  white,  a  curl  of  black  feathers  above  tail, 
l)eaut>'-spot  of  wing  violet  ;  length  20 — 25,  wing  10 — 12.  I'V-male,  mingled 
dusky  and  yellowish  brown,  lightest  beneath,  beaut>'-spot  same  as  in  male. 
This  attractive  and  toothsome  fowl  is  the  one  most  prized  by  sportsmen. 
Perhaps  our  most  common  wild  duck. 

BLACK  DUCK.    Anas  ohscura. 

Sexes  alike.  Everywhere  dusky  varied  with  bufTy,  lighter  beneath," 
speculum  violet  ;  length  2 1 — 25,  wing  lO;  j  —  1 1  j  j.  Scarcely  distinguishable 
from  female  mallard,  though  usually  darker.  Quite  common  wherever  open 
water  is  to  be  found  during  winter. 
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(;R1vI-:N-\VIN(;1CI)  TIvAL.    .inns  Ciiro/innisis. 

Male,  upper  parts  and  flanks  closely  waved  witli  blackish  and  while, 
under  parts  chietly  white,  black  ])osteriorly,  head  and  upper  neck  chestnut, 
with  glossy  green  band  on  each  side  uniting  and  blackening  on  nape,  beauty- 
spot  or  speculum  rich  green,  white  crescent  on  sides  just  in  front  of  wing  ; 
length  12  V< — 15,  wing  6 — jji.  Female  dilTers  somewhat,  especially  in  head 
markings.    This  showy  little  duck  is  not  uncommon. 

lUJ'E-WINGKD  THAL.    .bias  disrors. 

Male,  above  varying  shades  of  brown  and  purplish  gray,  below  pale  chest- 
nut spotted  with  black,  posteriorly  black,  head  and  neck  dull  ])lumbeous, 
large  crescent-shaped  patch  of  white  in  front  of  e\  e,  lesser  wing  coverts  sky- 
blue  ;  length  i\y> — 16,  wing  7 — 7}j.  P'emale,  with  head  and  neck  different 
but  known  by  wing  markings.  More  common  than  the  preceding.  Though 
small  a  favorite  with  s})ortsmen. 

WOOD  Dl'CK.  yh/as  s/>ni/s,i. 
Male,  i)lumage  strikingly  variegated  with  boldly  contrasted  and  1)rilliant 
•colors.  Al)ove  velvety  l^lack  with  varying  metallic  hues,  belly  white,  head 
rich  metallic  green,  purple  and  white,  chest  purplish  chestnut,  flanks  l)lack, 
white  and  buffy  delicately  waved  with  black,  broad,  forked  white  throat  patch, 
long  drooping  crest,  sides  of  breast  crossed  by  wdiite  and  black  bars,  bill 
exquisitely  colored  with  black,  white,  yellow  and  orange  ;  length  19 — 20 
wing  9 — 9T  J.  Female,  head  plumbeous  or  brownish  gray,  varied  with  white, 
upper  parts  not  so  dark  as  in  male,  chest  brownish.  One  of  the  gaudiest  or 
birds.  The  latest  duck  to  arrive  in  spring  and  fairly  common.  It  frecpiently 
nests  in  the  county. 

RKDHKAD.    Aylhya  iDncriccvm. 

Male,  head  and  upper  half  of  neck,  rich  chestnut  red,  belly  white,  else- 
where black,  vermiculated  with  white  on  middle  back  and  sides,  r'emale, 
grayish  brown,  lighter  near  bill  ;  length  17 — 2 1,  wing  8  '  i — 9 '4.  Common 
and  well  known. 

AMI{RICAN  Ci()U)lCN-ICYlv.    (,'/om  iond/a  (/ani^nhi  a}H(  t  imtuj. 

Male,  head  iridescent  black,  with  round  white  patch  l)etween  bill  and 
eye,  lower  parts  white,  elsewhere  pied  black  and  white.    Female,  collar,  wing 
markings  and  lower  parts  white,  elsewhere  brownish,  grayish  or  dusky; 
length  i8j/j' — 23,wing9 — c)]^'  Quite  common  ;  frequently  seen  in  midwinter. 
BUFFLK-HIvAD.    Cluiritonctta  a/heohu 

Also  called  "butter-ball."  Male,  head  puffy  and  rich  iridescent  black, 
large  white  patch  on  back  of  head  extending  to  the  eyes  ;  lower  neck,  wing 
markings  and  under  parts  white,  elsewhere  black.  Female,  white  on  lower 
parts,  head  and  wing  markings  whitish,  elsewhere  grayish  brown  ;  length 
12% — 13^2,  wing  about  6.    Small  but  very  pretty;  not  uncommon. 
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CANADA  GOOSE.    Brauta  canadt  usis. 

Head  and  neck  black,  with  white  patch  on  throat  and  sides  of  head  ;  bill, 
feet,  tail  and  win^^  quills  black,  tail  coverts  white,  tipper  parts  j^^rayish  brown, 
under  parts  paler  or  whitish  ;  leni^th  35 — 43,  wing^  15  }i — 21.  Seen  in  greater 
or  less  numbers  every  year,  though  not  many  are  killed  by  sportsmen. 
Other  species  may  visit  us  but  are  rarely  taken. 

WIIISTIJNG  SWAN.    Olor  coliiuibianus. 

Whole  plumage  white,  bill  and  feet  black,  small  yellow  spot  on  bill  near 
eye,  length  4^.^  feet,  extent  7  feet,  wing  21 — 22.  Occasionally  seen,  not 
common. 

Order  HERODIONES.    Herons,  etc. 

With  this  order  begins  the  second  sub-class,  Terrestrial  birds,  or  Runners. 
The  herons  with  the  shore  birds,  cranes  and  rails  are  frequently  referred  to 
as  Wading  liirds. 

F-n)iily  ARI )KII Herons  and  J>ittcnis, 

Owing  to  the  rarity  of  the  least  bittern,  and  black-crowned  night  heron 
here  we  omit  descri])tions.  The  herons  have  long  legs  and  necks,  and  long, 
shar])  beaks,  feathers  'more  or  less  long  and  llowing.  Their  favorite  haunts 
are  swamps  and  margins  of  kdces  and  streams. 

AMERICAN  ]!ITTI{RN.    llot>iunis  Icntiginosus. 

Brownish  yellow,  finel\-  mottled  and  striped  with  dark  brown,  whitish 
and  brownish  red,  blackish  stripe  on  sides  of  neck,  eyes  yellow,  length  24 — 34, 
wing  10 — 12.    The  bittern  is  also  called    stake  driver."    Not  very  common. 
GREAT  WIXM  III^ROX.    Ardca  hcrodias. 

Grayish  blue  above,  head  chiefly  black,  with  crest,  forehead  white,  neck 
brownish  with  white  throat  line,  beneath  black  striped  with  white,  feathers 
of  lower  neck  long  and  1(h»sc,  eyes  yellow  ;  length  42—50,  wing  18 — 20.  Fre- 
quently mistaken  by  the  unscientific  observer  for  the  sandhill  crane,  which 
it  resembles.  The  latter  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  county.  The  blue 
heron  is  not  uncommon,  and  arrives  from  the  south  about  April  i,  remain- 
ing sometimes  till  December. 

GRJ'.EN  HERON.    .\nha  Titr.urns. 

Above  princi]>all\-  dark  lustrous  green,  including  a  flowing  crest  ;  neck 
maroon-chestnut,  skin  of  hind  neck  bare,  under  parts  dark  brownish  ash 
variegated  witli  white,  iris  )-eIlow  ;  length  15  — 22  J  <,  wing  6^4 — 8.  Com- 
mon about  Lake  Chautauqua  in  summer. 

ORDER  PALUD!COL>E.    Cmnrs,  Rails,  etc. 

It  is  to  be  doubted  that  any  of  the  cranes  reach  this  county. 

Fainily  RAIJJD-E.    Rails,  Cools,  elc. 

Besides  the  sora  the  \'irginia  rail  reaches  the  county  in  small  numbers, 
while  the  yellow  rail  is  less  common.    The  coot  is  occasionally  met  with. 
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SORA.    Porzaim  Carolina. 
Above  olive  brownish  striped  with  black,  flanks  broadly  barred  with 
white  and  slate-color,  anterior  portion  of  head  also  throat  black,  neck  and 
chest  plunibeons  ;  length  8 — 9-^4',  wing  abont  \].^.     Occasionally  found 
skulking  in  the  grasses  and  reeds  bordering  lakes  and  streams. 

Order  LIMICOL/E.    Shore  nirJs. 
Family  SCOLOPACID.!-:.    Snipes,  Sand-pipers,  tic. 

The  greater  yellow-legs,  yellow-legs,  solitary  sandpi])cr,  willet,  black- 
bellied  plover  and  golden  plover  are  seen  occasi<;nally.  The  puri:>le  sand- 
piper, pectoral  sandpiper,  white-runiped  sandpiper,  least  sandpiper,  red- 
backed  sandpiper, .  senii-palniated  sandpiper,  sanderling,  bartraniian  sand- 
piper, long-billed  curlew,  liudsonian  curlow,  eskimo  curlew,  pi[)ing  j)lover 
and  turnstonc  are  possible  visitors. 

AMICRICAX  WOODCOCK,  riiilohchi  minor. 
Upper  parts  varied  and  harmoniously  blended  l)lack,  bnnvn,  gray  and 
russet ;  below  pale  cinnamon  brown  tinged  with  liglit  ashy,  eye  large  and 
high-placed  ;  length  10 J  < — 1 1  wing  about  5  '4,  bill  2]  > — 2-^^.  The  wood- 
cock nests  here  to  some  extent.  The  places  most  frequented  are  bushy 
coverts  about  streams,  lakes  and  swamps,  and  it  is  often  known  to  hide  in 
standing  corn.  It  is  strictly  a  ground  bird  and  bores  into  the  soil  witli  its 
long  bill  for  its  food.  It  is  a  favorite  game-bird  and  moderately  common  in 
its  chosen  haunts. 

WILSON'S  SNiriv.  (.'allinoMO  (fclio'/a. 
Bill  straight  and  much  longer  than  the  head,  u])per  parts  varied  with 
black,  bright  bay  and  tawny  ;  neck  and  breast  s])eckled  with  brown  and 
dusky,  beneath  white  with  dusky  markings  ;  length  9 — 11,  wing  4'^^ — ^Jj. 
This  is  also  a  game-bird,  difficult  to  shoot  for  the  unskilled  sportsman.  Most 
common  in  April  and  (October  and  found  in  open  wet  places. 

SroTTlCI)  SANDririCR.    .  hiilis  macularia. 

Above  olive  with  a  bronzy  luster  fmely  varied  witli  black,  line  over  eyes 
and  under  parts  white,  spotted  with  black,  white  markings  on  wing  and  tail  ; 
length  7 — 8,  wing  4 — 4 '4.  Perhaps  more  commonly  known  as  ''tip-up,"  so 
called  from  its  habit  of  quickly  elevating  and  depressing  its  tail.  Common 
about  all  our  streams,  lakes  and  ponds  in  summer. 

KILDP:i-: R.    .-Ki^ialitis  vocifcra. 

Upper  parts  chiefly  grayish  brown,  head  markings,  throat,  ring  around 
neck  and  lower  parts  white  ;  also  black  head  markings  and  two  conspicuous 
bands  acioss  chest,  rump  and  tail  orange-brown,  latter  marked  with  black 
and  white  ;  length  10 — 1 1 14,  wing  about  6 ^i.  A  bird  of  striking  appear- 
ance, often  seen  about  pasture  lands,  and  common  in  localities  during  sum- 
mer.   It  arrives  in  April. 
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Order  GALLINVE.   Gallinaceous  Birds. 

Tlie  early  settlers  occasionally  met  with  the  wild  turkey,  and  the  quail, 
bob-white,"  was  not  extinct  here  till  a  comparatively  recent  date. 

/•://// //i' TlCTRAONID.l-:.  Grouse,  tic. 
Rri-I-I<:i)  GROrSK.  JIo)ias<i  iDHhtilus. 
Commonly  called  partrid^^e."  Above  varied  with  difTerent  shades  of 
black  and  ])ro\vn  or  j^ra)-,  streaked  and  spotted  with  pale  buffy  or  whitish, 
beneath  chiefly  white  barred  with  brown,  neck  tufts  black,  tail  mainly  rich 
rusty  or  .i;ray,  crossed  near  ti])  b\'  a  broad  black  band  ;  len(;th  15/J-19,  wing- 
7-7 '  j.  In  (general  a])])earance  the  majority  are  brownish  ;  some  specimens, 
however,  are  inarkedly  different,  the  brown  bein<^  largely  replaced  by  gray. 
The  latter  are  locall\'  known  as  silver-tails.''  The  rulTed  grouse  is  one  of 
the  few  birds  strictl\'  non-migratory.  It  is  common  in  the  less  populous  parts 
of  the  countv. 

Order  COLUHB/E.  Pigeons. 

This  and  all  the  following  orders  belong  to  the  third  sub-class,  known  as 
Perching  Uirds. 

COLI'MIUD.V:.  J'igions. 
PASSKNGHR  PIGEON.  Jutopistcs  uiigratoriiis. 
Above  dull  bluish  or  drab,  below  dull  purplish  red  whitening  towards 
tail,  sides  of  neck  with  a  metallic  gloss,  wings  and  tail  marked  with  black 
and  white,  and  latter,  which  is  long  and  pointed,  also  marked  with  chestnut  ; 
length  15 — I  7 '4  ,  wing  S — S  '_.,  tail  8 — 8  \,..  Formerly  abundant,  a  few 
still  nest  here.  Like  the  bison,  the  pigeon  has  fallen  a  too  easy  prey  to  man, 
and  its  complete  extinction  may  not  be  far  distant. 

MOURXINC.  DON'I-:.    'Aoia'ulura  iiiacroiira. 
Above  brownish  olive  with  a  few  spots  of  black,  below  purplish  red  be- 
coming tawn\-  white  towards  tail,  neck  metallic  green,  tail  marked  with  ashy 
blue,  black  and  white;  length  11 — -13,  wing  5.^4 — 6,  tail  5 — 6);^'.    A  sum- 
mer resident  common  in  localities. 

Order  RAPTORES.    Birds  of  Prey. 

/•;/;y///r  l  AI.COXI ]>.]•:.    lLi:J:s,        A. s, 

Of  the  larger  hawks  the  two  most  common  are  the  red-shouldered  and 
the  red-tailed  hawks,  both  called  hen-hawks."  The  cooper's  hawk,  a  little 
less  in  size,  th.e  broa<l-winged  hawk  and  the  marsh  hawk  are  occasionally 
seen.  The  >harp-shinnetl  hawk,  still  smaller,  is  rather  more  common.  The 
pigeon  hawk  is  rare.  The  sparrow  hawk  the  smallest  and  handsomest  of 
our  birds  of  prey  is  (piite  comm<,>n.  The  bald  eagle  is  occasionally  seen  about 
Chautaiujua  lake.  The  American  goshawk,  American  rough-legged  hawk, 
golden  eagle,  duck  hawk  and  American  osprey  are  perhaps  occasional  visitors. 

Owing  to  the  great  variation  of  plumage  in  birds  of  this  order  during 
diflereiit  stages  of  de\-elopment,  descriptions,  uidess  very  compreliensi\-e  and 


Birds. 


409 


embracing  the  technicalities  of  science,  would  often  be  only  confusing  and 
are  omitted. 

lunnily  lU'IiONID j:,    0:cls,  dr. 

The  more  common  of  tlic  owls  are  the  screech  owl,  great  horned-owl  and 
the  barred  owl.  The  snowy  owl  is  frequently  seen  in  winter.  The  Ameri- 
can longeared  owl,  the  shortearcd  owl  and  the  saw  whet  owl  are  not  common. 

Order  COCCYGES.   Cuckoos,  etc. 
Fmnily  CTCl'LIDJ-:.    Cuckoos,  etc. 
liLACK-lUIJJ-.I)  CUCKOO.    Coccy::us  i  ry{hii>plithalinus. 
Upper  parts  uniform  olive-gray  with  bronzy  luster,  below  white,  tail 
rounded,  and  tipped  with  1)lack  and  white,  bill  curved,  toes  two  before  and 
two  behind  ;  length  11  — 12-^4,  wing  5 — 5  'j,  tail  6'^ — 7.    Sometimes  called 
*'  rain  crow.''     Unlike  the  lCur()[)ean  cuckoo,  our  American  cuckoo  does  not 
lay  its  eggs  in  the  nests  of  other  birds.    ( )uite  common  during  summer. 
The  yellow-billed  cuckoo  is  much  less  common. 

Fiinii/y  ALCI':i)INII)J-:.  I\i!i,<iJis/icrs. 
BKLTIU)  KINGl'ISHI-R.  Ccrylc  nJcyon. 
Upper  parts,  sides  and  broad  band  across  chest  plumbeous  blue;  belly 
and  collar  white,  head  large  crested  and  more  or  less  blackish,  wings  and 
tail  marked  with  black  and  white,  bill  black  and  large,  peculiar  cohesion  of 
third  and  fourth  toes.  Female  with  chestnut  chest  1)ands  and  sides  ;  length 
II- — I4j<j,  wing  6 — bill  2.    Common  ;  often  seen  in  winter. 

Order  PICI.    Woodpeckers,  etc. 
luiini/y  riCIDJ-:.  Woodpeckers. 
So  well  known  and  characteristic  in  a]:)pearancc  are  the  woodpeckers 
that,  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  descriptions  will  be  dispensed  with. 

The  golden  winged  woodpecker,  ''flicker,"  "  }ellowhammer ''  or  "high- 
hole,"  as  it  is  variously  called,  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  abundant 
of  its  tribes.  It  arrives  early  in  April  and  is  a  common  resident.  The  red- 
headed woodpecker,  hairy  woodpecker  and  downy  woodpecker  are  seen  at 
all  seasons.  The  pileated  woodpecker  or  '*  logcock,"  about  equal  to  the  crow 
in  size,  is  to  be  found  in  spring  and  fall,  and  sometimes  in  summer.  The 
yellow-bellied  woodpecker  is  a  regular  s]>ring  and  autumn  visitor.  The  red- 
bellied  woodpecker  is  an  occasional  migrant.  The  black-backed  three-toed 
woodpecker  is  a  rare  winter  visitor.  The  American  three-toed  woodpecker 
is  still  more  rare. 

Order  MACROCHIRES.   Goatsuckers,  Swifts,  etc. 
Family  CAPRIMULGIDJ:.  C.oaisuckcrs. 

The  whippoorwill  is  rare.  The  nighthawk  arrives  in  May  and  is  moder- 
ately common  during  summer.  Large  numbers  are  often  seen  in  September 
previous  to  migrating  southward. 
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Family  MICROPODIDJC.  S:cij'ts. 
CHIMNl'Y  SWIFT.  CInrtum  pdniriau 
Also  called  "chimney  swallow."  Sooty  brown  above,  slightly  paler 
beneath,  becomin^j  J^^ay  on  the  throat,  tail  feathers  tipped  with  sharp  spines, 
win<^  narrow,  bill  very  small  ;  length  5,  win<^  5.  The  lli<i^ht  of  the  swift  is 
rapid  and  pecnliar  as  well  as  lon*^^  sustained.  It  comes  in  the  latter  part  of 
April  and  is  common  till  October. 

Fxuiily  TROCIIIIJD.E.  llinnntin^^birds. 
RriiV-TIIROATlCl)  HUMMINCxIilRD.    Trochilus  colubris. 
Arrives  Irom  the  soutli  about  the  second  week  in  May  and  is  common 
during  summer. 

Order  PASSERES.    Perching  Birds. 

•  ■  /•■(?;///7i'  TVRAXXID-K.     Tyrant  Flycatchers, 

To  this  family  l^elong  the  well-known  kingbird,  which  arrives  about 
May  ;  the  phoebe,  coming  early  in  A]>ril  ;  the  wr)od  pewee,  a  few  days  later, 
and  Oie  least  fUcatchcr  or  "  c1k1)(.-c,"  about  Ma\'  first;  all  common  summer 
residents.  The  crested  11  )•  catcher  is  a  less  common  resident,  and  the  Acadian 
flycatcher  is  rare.  The- \  ellow-bellied  tlycatcher  and  Traill's  flycatcher  may 
occasionallv  reach  the  countv. 

r  ■       ■  .  ' 
/•;/;////r  ALAUDIDJ:.    Larks.  \ 

HORX]-!)  LARK.    Otocoris  alpcstris. 

Also  called  "  shore  lark."  Occasionally  .seen  at  all  sea.sons,  but  not  very 
common. 

^  /•l/w/A'  CORVII).E.  Crozvs. 

liLI'IC  JAY.    Cyaiiocittd  cristata, 
A  well-known  and  predacious  bird,  common  in  localities  throughout  the 
year. 

AM1;RICAN  CROW.    Corvus  aiHcnoinus. 
Common  except  for  a  few  weeks  in  severe  winters. 

ICTllRID.K.  /Hackhinls,  Orioles,  I'tc. 
IIOHOLIXK.  Dolicliofiy.v  ory=ivorns. 
It  arrives  alwufthe  first  week  in  May,  and  for  .some  \veeks  thereafter  its 
merry  melodies  ripple  across  our  meadows  and  grain  flelds.  By  August  it  has 
undergone  an  almost  magic  transfornuition.  Its  music  has  ceased,  and  the 
male's  gay  dress  of  black  and  wliite  has  been  exchanged  for  one  of  yellowish 
brown.  In  habits  it  is  also  changed,  and,  gathering  in  flocks,  it  shortly  flies 
to  the  south,  wliere  it  is  the  ''reedbird  "  and  ricebird." 

COWIIIRI).    Molothrus  atcr. 

So  called  from  its  seeking  the  society  of  cattle,  sometimes  even  perching 
upon  their  backs.  It  is  about  the  size  of  the  bobolink,  and  the  male  has  a 
black  body  and  glossy  brown  head.    Its  notable  peculiarity  is  that  it  shirks 
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parental  responsibility  by  laying  its  ej^gs  in  tlic  nests  of  other  birds,  leaving 
them  to  be  liatched  and  tlie  young  bronglit  up  by  unsuspecting  foster-parents, 
a  habit  shared  with  the  European  cuckoo.    Not  unconnnon  in  summer. 

RED-WIX(;KD  liLACKl'.IRI).  f^htfnircus. 

A  common  resident,  appearing  about  the  middle  of  March. 

MIvADOW  LARK.    S/iinirl/a  iiiai:!ia. 

Common  during  summer,  occasionally  remaining  throughout  the  year. 
ORCHARD  ORIOLK.    Iclcnis  spiirius. 

Not  common. 

l^AI/miOlilC  OKIOLIC.  /iUtns  ^i^a/hula. 
A  very  noticeable  bird  attired  in  a  rich  dress  of  orange  and  black  and 
with  a  loud  piping  voice.  It  has  an  e.\teusi\e  musical  /v/><7-Av/v',  through 
Avliich  it  progresses  with  the  advance  of  the  season.  It  is  remarkable  for  its 
ingenious  pensile  nest.  Coming  early  in  May,  it  is  common  among  shade 
trees  of  towns  and  villages. 

RUSTY  ULACKIURD.    Sio/iroplia,<^n(s  caroliniis.  V  ' 

A  migrant  passing  to  the  north  about  the  first  of  April.    Xot  connnon. 

PURriJ-  GRACKLI-:.    Ofu'sui/i/s  qiii.^cnia. 
Also  called    crow  blackbird."    A  common  resident   arriving  in  ]\Iarch. 
I{ROXZi-:D  GR.VCKIJO.    (Juisialu.^  (jiiiscala  uucns. 

A  variety  of  the  last  and  scarcely  distinguishable  from  it.  Common. 

F>inii!y  VK\'SOUAAl)A\,  lunches,  Spanv-u'S,  lie. 

This  is  a  large  and  interesting  family,  and  nearly  all  its  members  are  sing- 
ers— some  of  them  delightful  musicians.  A  family  characteristic  is  a  thick, 
strong  bill  adapted  to  cracking  seeds,  etc.  As  a  rule  they  are  inhabitants  of 
the  open  rather  than  of  the  forest.  With  a  few  marked  exceptions  they  are 
plainly  colored.  Beside  those  more  extensively  referred  to,  the  white-winged 
crossbill,  redpoll,  pine  siskin,  grasshopper  sparrow  and  swamp  sparrow  may 
sometimes  visit  us. 

PURrLK  I'IN'CH.    Carpodacus  purpurcus. 

Called  linnet  "  also.  A  very  vigorous  and  persistent  singer,  arriving . 
in  March.    Common  resident. 

AMERICAN  CROSvSlULL.    Lo.vi<i  cnri'iros/ra  minor. 

Remarkable  for  the  twisted  appearance  of  its  mandibles.  A  rare  wdnter 
visitor. 

AMERICAN  GOLDI-INCII.    Spinus  tris/is. 
Commonly  known  as  "  yellowbird  "  or    thistle-bird."    Its  beautiful  song 
is  not  often  heard  ;  its  ordinary  chatterings  are  musical,  and  it  utters  no 
harsh  cries.    It  has  a  peculiar  undulating  flight.    Common  summer  resident, 
sometimes  remaining  after  winter  has  set  in. 
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ICUROPKAX  HOUvSK  SPARRO\V.  Passcniomcsficus. 
The  English  sparrow  is  abundant  tlirouf^^hout  the  year  in  our  towns  and 
vina,i';es.    It  first  became  fairly  common  here  about  1880. 

SNOW  FLAKK.    ritrirof>/iniax  nivalis. 
Called    snow  bunting^  "  as  well.     A  bird  of  the  far  north,  a  winter 
visitor.    Not  common. 

\'  h:Sl ' I  K  S PA  If  wow.    Pootw/i's  !^n  a)n incus. 

A  small  gray  bird  oftL-n  observed  sporting  in  the  dust  of  a  country  road. 
It  may  be  recognized  by  the  lateral  white  tail  feathers  which  are  shown  as 
it  flies.  Its  song  is  pleasing  and  first  heard  about  the  beginning  of  April. 
Common. 

SA\' ANNA  SPAKKOW.    .  liiiiHi>diitiinis  sinidwii/it  tisis  sa7(t)ina. 
Another  small  gray  sparrow,  which,  like  the  song  sparrow  and  vesper 
sparrow,  commonl\-  passes  for  a  'Aground  bird."    Not  un.common. 

WI I ITi:-CPv(  )WN  I<: I )  SPA K  !i<  )\\.    Zonotriihia  Iciicoplnys. 
More  or  less  common  in  ]\Ia>'  and  October. 

\VIIITP:-TIIK()ATJ-;I>  SPAKKOW.    Zonotruhia  albiiollis. 
A  large  sparrow  much  like  the  last,  with  which  it  associates  during 
migrations. 

Tlll-r;  SPAIJUOW.    .SpizeHii  iiumtiioUi. 
It  arrives  from  the  north  in  early  winter,  passing  northward  again  on 
approach  of  spring.    Not  uncommon. 

CHIPPIXc;  SPAUKOW.    Spiztihi  social  is. 
A  familiar  little  visitor  of  the  doorstep,  arriving  early  in  April. 

I'll-IJ)  SPAUUOW.    SpizcUa  piisilhi. 
In  appearance  scarcely  distinguishable  from  the  last,  but  differing  widely 
in  habits  and  song.     Common  resident,  coming  earh'  in  May. 

SLATI-;-C()L(  )!tP:i)  JT'NCO.   Junco  hyonalis. 
Known  also  as    snowbird."    l^pper  parts,  neck  and  breast  slate  colored  ; 
bill,  under  parts  and  lateral  tail  feathers  white.     A  summer  resident,  most 
common  early  and  late  in  winter. 

•   S(  )N(".  SPAIMIOW.  Mc/o.spiz<i/asciiita. 
Perhaps  better  known  as    ground  bird."    Its  dress  is  Quaker  hued,  its 
song  is  pleasing  and  first  heard  about  the  middle  of  March — next  after  those 
of  the  robin  and  bluebird.    (  )ne  of  our  most  common  songsters. 

l-OX  SPARROW.    Passcni/<i  i/iaoi. 
An  early  spring  migrant  ;  rather  rare. 

TOWHI-I-:.    Pipilo  crxthrophthiilmiis. 
A  large  fmch,  chiefly  black,  with  white  and  chestnut  markings  and  a 
long  tail.    (Jften  observed  on  the  outskirts  of  woods.    A  quite  common 
summer  resident,  arriving  alxnit  the  second  week  in  May. 
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KOSE-BinCASTKD  GUOSBKAK.    Jhhia  Indoriiiatia. 

^lale  black  and  white  with  rose-red  breast  and  very  tliick  bill.  Nearly 
the  size  of  the  robin.  A  fine  sinj^er,  frequently  heard  in  our  woods  and 
oftoves.    It  arrives  about  the  second  week  of  iMav. 

INDIGO  HUNTING.    J'usscnna  nunra. 

A  small  finch  whose  pluniaf^e  is  almost  entirely  dark  blue.  Seen  in 
bushy  pastures  and  along  the  margin  of  woods.  Common,  coming  about 
the  second  week  of  May. 

Fxtnily  TANAGtUID.K.     Tafias trs. 
vSCARLICT  TANAGlvR.    PiriVii^ui  crvl/iiouulas. 

Colored  bright  scarlet,  with  black  wings  and  tail.  Perhaps  our  most 
brilliant  forest  bird,  and  also  a  fine  singer.  A  summer  resident,  but  not  very 
common,  arriving  early  in  May. 

Fawily  IIIRUNDINID.K.  Sico/Lkcs. 
rUKPLK  MARTIN.    Pivs^tic  subis. 

A  large  vigorous  swallow  with  notes  louder  and  shriller  than  its  conge- 
ners. Male  entirely  bluish  black  ;  the  female,  marked  with  gray  and  white 
beneath.  For  its  nest  it  prefers  a  birdbox.  Arrives  about  the  first  of  May 
and  is  common  in  localities. 

CI.II'l'  SWALLOW.    IMroifuiidon  hniiftofis. 

Also  called  '^eave  swallow."  Forehead  whitish,  rump  light  chestnut, 
upper  parts  otherwise  steel-blue  and  dusky,  throat  and  sides  of  head  dark 
chestnut,  belly  white.  Nest  usually  gourd-shaped,  constructed  of  mud  and 
lined  with  feathers,  and  ])laced  beneath  the  eaves  of  a  barn.  Arrives  abo\it 
the  middle  of  Ajiril  and  is  common. 

IIARN  SWALLOW.    Chclidon  crylhroi^aslra . 

It  may  be  distinguished  by  its  forked  tail.  Above  steel-blue,  throat 
chestnut,  rest  of  lower  parts  reddish  white,  steel-blue  on  sides  of  chest  nearly 
forming  a  collar.  Nest  of  mud  and  cup-shaped,  usually  placed  inside  of  a 
barn  against  a  beam  or  rafter.  Comes  from  the  south  in  the  latter  half  of 
April  and  is  common. 

WIIlTlv- BELLI IH)  SWALLOW.     Tachycimia  hicolor.  • 

Glossy  metallic  green  above,  wdiite  beneath.  Nests  in  birdboxes  and 
makes  its  appearance  late  in  April.  Much  less  common  than  the  preceding 
two. 

BANK  SWALLOW^    Clivkola  riparia. 

Upper  parts,  sides  and  band  across  chest  grayish  brown,  elsewhere  white. 
It  nests  in  a  horizontal  burrow  wdrich  it  excavates  in  a  sandbank  or  bank  of 
a  stream.    It  comes  late  in  April.    Generally  distributed,  but  not  numerous. 
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CJ:I>AII  \VAX\VIN(VS.  .huptHs  iritrorum 
Known  also  as  clicri ybinl."  Prcvalinj^  color  a  soft  olive  or  fawn-color 
varied  with  ashy  and  slaty,  with  a  little  white  beneath,  tail  tipped  with  yel- 
low, head  markini^s  black,  with  a  conspicuous  pointed  crest,  inner  quills 
usually  and  tail  sometimes  tipped  with  horny  appendages  in  appearance  like 
red  sealinjj^-wax.  It  has  no  song-,  its  only  utterance  is  a  weak,  wheezy  note. 
A  not  uncommon  resident,  arriving  sometimes  early  in  March. 

Finiiily  I.ANIID.E.  ShrikcS. 

.  Laniiis  bon-alis. 

Sometimes  called  butcher-bird  "  from  its  habits  of  suspending  small 
birds  and  mice,  whicli  it  has  killed,  from  thorns  and  twigs.  Above  gray, 
sides  of  head,  wings  and  tail  black,  under  parts  and  wing  and  tail  markings 
white,  about  the  size  of  the  robin.  Most  frequently  seen  in  spring  and  fall, 
sometimes  in  winter.     Not  common. 

/•;//// /7i'  VI  I{lv>NI  I  I'iiros  or  (,'rt('Nlt'ts. 

The  most  common  re]iresentati\'e  of  this  group  is  the  red-e\'ed  vireo  ;  next 
the  warbling  vireo.  The  x  ellow-throated  vireo  is  !iot  common.  The  white- 
eyed  vireo  and  the  blue-headed  vireo  are  rare.  The  IMiiladelphia  vireo  is  a 
possible  visitor.  The  birds  of  tliis  famih'  are  inconsj)icuoush'  colored,  the 
prevailing  tint  being  an  olive  green  ;  they  confine  themselves  to  the  dense 
foliage  and  are  seldom  seen,  although  their  modest,  pleasing  notes  may  be 
heard  almost  any  day  in  summer.     Xests  cup-shaped  and  pensile. 

l-AMILV  MNIoTII/riDJ:.     Jl 'ooJ-wdMrs. 

A  large  tamily  of  \  er\'  diminutive  songsters.  Most  of  them  are  inhabi- 
tants of  the  forest  and  are  beautifullx'  clothed  in  variegated  colors.  Their  food 
consists  of  insects^^  in  ])iirsuit  of  which  they  are  \-er)-  acti\  e.  Nearly  all 
return  from  the  south  during  the  first  half  of  May.  To  identify  with  cer- 
taint\-  t!ie  \arii)us  species  as  seen  in  life  would  be  difficult  for  the  casual 
obser\'er,  and  descriptions  are  omitt<.<l.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  golden- 
winged  warbler,  Xaslu  ille  warl)ler,  Tennessee  warbler,  Ca])e  May  warbler, 
bay-breasted  war1>ler,  black-poll  warl)ler,  Mar\land  yellow-thrcjat  and  yellow- 
breasted  chat  nui\'  s<jmetiuies  x'isit  us  in  addition  to  the  following: 
r.LACK  AND  WIIITl-  WAKlU.KIi.    Mniofilfa  :\iriii. 

Sinmner  resident  ;  not  connnon. 

PAKI  LA  WAUHLFJ:.  Coffi/>sof///\/>!S(i/f/iU\i>/ij. 

Migrant,  not  common. 

VKLLOW  WAKBbEU.    Dcmiroka  astiia. 

Common  summer  resident.  Seen  in  towns  and  villages  more  frequently 
than  in  forests. 
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BLACK-TIIROATIOI)  lUA'IO  WAUIU.EK.    Dnichoiof  orruh.urns. 
Not  uiicoininon  as  a  migrant. 

MYRTLE  WAKIJLER.    I\'ndroica  coronat<i . 
Coiniiion  as  a  migrant.    The  first  warbler  seen  in  spring  and  the  latest 
in  antumn. 

MAGNOLIA  WARiJLEll.    Jh'udroint  nwciikn^t. 
A  beantiful  warbler,  common  about  the  second  week  in  May.  Ordinarily 
a  migrant  but  known  to  have  nested  liere. 

CmOSTNl'T-SlDlOl)  WAKiiLKU.    Ih  rniroiot  /^rmisyli'niioi. 
Common  summer  resident. 

liLACKIU'KNIAN  WAKI'.LKll.    T)r>nlr,)iot  hUi.khurnur, 

vSometimes  considered  the  most  Ijeautil'ul  of  the  group.  Common  as  a 
transient^  l)robably  occasionally  nests  here. 

HLACK-THKOATKI)  (JKKEN  WAKI'.LLRS.    Dnnfroua  lirais. 
Common  as  a  migrant,  sometimes  a  summer  resident. 

PINK  WAR P.LP:K.    Dcmiroioi  ii\u}rsii.  Rare. 
OVrCN  P.IRI).    Sciunis  aiiroc'ipiUKS. 

Common  in  summer,  arriving  in  the  latter  part  of  April. 

WATICR-TIIRUSII.    St^ini-KS  Hovcborxa-usis. 
Migrant,  not  common. 

CONM-CTICI  T  WARHLiai.    (,'t:oi/ilypis  ti^i^i/is.  Rare. 
MOURNINCr  WARIILICR.    (Uothly  f  is  Philadelphia.  Rare. 
IU)()l)l-:i)  WAiniLi:R.    Syliania  niilraia. 
A  very  beautiful  little  songster,  probably  nowhere  more  common  in  sum- 
mer than  with  us. 

WILSON'S  WARHLJ'R.    Sylvauia  pusilla.    liarc- mixranl. 
CANADIAN  WARliLLR.    Sy/vauia  uviadfiisis. 
Connnon  migrant,  sometimes  a  summer  resident. 

AMP:RICAN  liEDSTART.    Stiophoi^a  rus/ico/a. 
Common  during  summer. 

AMElilCAN  riPIT.    .  Inlhus  pi  inisylianu  ns. 

Migrant,  not  common. 

TliOGLODVTl I) J:.     U'n^/s,  '/'hnLsh<s,  i/c.  ' 
.CATIURl).     C>al<osnpU's  C'lroUiicfisis. 

A  familiar  species,  common  in  summer,  arriving  abouiMay  i. 

lUIOWN  THRASHER.     Ihuporhynchiis  nij'ns. 

Above  reddish  brown,  beneath  white,  tail  very  long ;  rather  larger  than 
the  catbird.    An  occasional  summer  resident. 

HOrSE  WHEN.     Tnyrlodytcs  <rdon 

Common  in  summer,  arriving  about  the  middle  of  April. 
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WINTER  ^VIlK^^    Troirlodyk's  hycuinUs.  liare. 
LONG  liILIJ-:i)  MARSH  WRKN.    Cisiof/ionis  paliistus. 
Not  common.    The  sliort-billed  marsli  wren  is  a  possible  visitor. 
Fdiiiilv  CT'RTiriUhK,  Cnrpcrs. 
BRoWX  CI'iKKPER.    Ctrlhia /iitnili,tris  anu'riouia. 

Migrant,  not  common. 

Family  PA R I  D.K.    NiitJiatcfit's  and  Tits. 
WHITIMiRKASTI'l)  NUTHATCH.    Silia  carolintiisis. 
Common,  perliaps  most  so  in  winter. 

y  liKl )- 1  iRK  AST  Hi)  NUTHATCH.    Silta  auiadnisis. 

Rare  sprin<j  and  antnmn  \'isitor. 

CHIC K A I )K E.    J\irus  alricapi/lus. 
Frcqncntly  seen  tlironi^liont  tlie  year. 

/•'</;///7v  SYIA'HD.K.    k'ini^/tts,  etc. 
U.OLDEN-CROWNEI)  KiNCiLET.    Ktjrnliis  satrapa. 
Not  nncommon  dnrinj^^  sprino;  and  fall  migrations. 

RUBV-CROWNEI)  KINCH.ET-    Ntxulits  calendula. 
Like  the  last,  seen  in  April  and  October.    The  kinglets  are,  with  the 
exception  of  the  hnmming  bird,  the  smallest  of  onr  birds. 

Faiiiily  TU R ! >Ii ).E.     Thrushes,  L'hudirds,  etc. 
WOOD  THRUSH.     'Tu/dus  wusteliuus. 
Qnite  rare  as  a  resident. 

ORIVE-r.ACKEI)  THIU'SH.     Turdus  ustidatus  s:cai}tsonii.  Rare. 
HERMIT  THRUSH.     Turdus  aonahischk^r  pallxsii. 
Arrives  in  April  and  is  a  common  summer  resident.    Its  notes,  heard  in 
the  dense  forest,  have  a  peculiar  fiute-like  melody. 

AMERICAN  R(H',IN.    Meiuhi  iiii^Kintoriu. 

Arrives  from  the  soutli  in  I'cbruary  or  ^Farch.  An  abundant  and  familiar 
species. 

I5LUER1RI).    .SV.'//'/  siidis. 

Common  ;  appearing  in  spring  with  the  robin. 
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(;raim<:  indt'strv  ok  xdrtiii^kx  ciiAi'TArorA. 
Hv  II.  C.  Taylor,  M.  I). 

EARLY  HISTORY.— Tlie  lioiior  of  introducing,^  tliat  inconiparal^lc  fruit, 
tlic  ^ra]^e,  to  Cliantanqna  county,  is  due  to  Deacon  I^lijali  Pay,  of  P> roc- 
ton.  Hs  came  to  Portland  from  Soutli])orou(;li,  Mass.,  in  icSii,  and 
located  lot  20,  T  5,  176  acres.  Tlie  west  portion  of  P»rocton  is  on  this  |)ur- 
chase.  He  built  his  loi^  ca])in  hut  a  few  feet  from  the  present  residence  of 
his  i^randson,  (r.  Ryckman,  P^sq.  In  this,  and  a  second  cabin  built  a  year 
later,  Mr.  P\ay  and  family  lived  until  i«^3i,  when  the  l)rick  house  now  stand- 
in;^  was  built.  In  their  Xew  lui^sj^land  home  they  had  lived  in  com]\arativc 
luxury,  and  a  lo^^  cabin  with  the  trials  and  the  privations  of  pioneer  life  were 
not  desirable  features  to  contem})latc,  and  a  t'houi^ht  of  transplanting-  some 
luxuries  from  the  old  home  served  to  lij^hten  many  a  care  and  relieve  much 
of  the  weariness  that  came  into  their  life.  Alon<;  the  smaller  streams  of  Xew 
Pjij^land  j^rew  thick  clusters  of  the  AInus  Scrnilala^ox  common  alder,  stand- 
inj^-  from  ci^ht  to  twelve  feet  hi^j^h,  over  which  <;rew  thick  and  matted  the 
vines  of  the  fox  ^rape.    The  fruit  was  larj^^e  and  fine,  han^nng  in  heavy  clus- 


418 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


ters,  resembling-  the  Isabella.  In  the  spring  of  3818  Mr.  Fay  made  an  effort 
to  transplant  this  grape  to  Portland,  About  a  dozen  roots  were  planted, 
and  the  \-iiies  grew  rapidh'  and  lnxuriantl>'.  But  disappointment  was  the 
only  return,  the  fruit  was  small,  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  dropped  from  the 
cluster  as  soon  as  ripened.  .  In  1822  he  dug  up  the  vines  and  threw  them 
away.  (The  writer  had  a  similar  experience  in  1851,  obtaining  the  roots 
from  near  liis  early  home  in  New  England,  with  the  same  result.  The  fruit 
in  New  Kngland  was  large  and  luscious,  but  in  Portland  small  and  worth- 
less, with  a  decidedly  strong  and  unpleasant  flavor.)  In  the  spring  of  1822, 
Mr.  Fay  oI)tained  a  few  roots  of  Miller's  Borgunda,  Sweet  Water  and  Ham- 
burg varieties,  ])ut  the  result  was  a  worse  failure.  There  was  a  fair  growth 
of  wood  and  fruit,  but  mildew  covered  the  vines  and  fruit,  scarcely  a  cluster 
making  a  healthy  growth.  After  this  Mr.  Fay  relincpiished  the  idea  of  intro- 
ducing this  fruit.  The  xx-nture  had  cost  him  largel>',  and  mone)'  was  not  an 
article  to  l)e  lightlx'  cast  away.  He  allowed  these  \-ines  to  remain  for  some 
years  as  a  reminder  of  a  foolish  investment  ;  but,  in  1824,  he  was  induced  to 
make  a  third  trial  obtaining  roots  of  /sa/>L'//Lis  and  C(i/a7i'/>iis^  from  W.  R. 
Prince  of  Long  Island.  These  varieties  proved  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  soil 
and  climate.  .\  ])lat  of  ground  about  two  by  six  rods  was  planted,  and  the\' 
were  the  onl\  grapes  in  town  for  many  N'cars,  excepting  a  few  in  gardens. 
These  vines  were  put  \\\)  in  a  trellis  of  wood,  and  were  largel\'  productive. 
It  ap[)ears  singular  tliat  .so  little  effort  was  made  to  cultivate  this  fruit  b\' the 
settleis  ;  there  was  wo  nuu'ket  to  be  sure,  and  nothing  by  wa\'  of  })ecuniarN' 
inceuti\-e,  1)nt  it  would  ha\-e  been  a  pardonable  luxury,  l^p  to  1859  little 
]:>rogress  was  made  in  grape  culture,  but  that  }'ear  was  a  dawn  of  an  epoch. 
]Ieretofore  very  few  had  faith  in  the  culture.  This  howe.ver  ouglit  not  to  be 
a  matter  of  sur})rise,  as  the  fruit  was  deemed  of  \'alue  only  for  wine  |)ur])oses  ; 
and  the  con\'iction  of  the  people  was,  that  wine  and  wine-drinking  would  be 
the  only  result  of  the  culture.  It  was  loudly  declaimed  against  b\'  the  more 
ct)nservative  citizens,  who  declared  that  all  legitimate  farming  would  come 
to  l)e  a  matter  of  miiu)r  im})ortance,  and  that  already  the  iuihience  of  wine- 
drinking  was  plainly  to  be  seen.  Few  had  the  enterprise  and  independence 
necessary  to  operate  a  business  deemed  Ijy  a  majority  of  the  citizens  more 
than  doubtful  as  to  its  moral  status.  Vet  a  few  had  come  to  believe  that  a 
great  industry  was  to  be  inaugurated  here  in  the  near  future  for  profitable 
results.  The)'  believed  that  the  grape  would  rapidl\- come  into  use  as  a  table 
luxury  ;  that  a  market  would  yet  be  found  outside  the  wine  house,  and  the 
industry  meet  the  commendation  of  all.  One  oi  these  was  Lincoln  b'ay,  son 
of  I^lisha  t>ne  of  the  first  settlers.    As  early  as  1834,  while  yet  a  \-oung 

man,  he  was  furnishing  the  settlers  with  nursery  stock,  and  by  1S40  had  a 
few  vines  growing  ;  but  he  did  very  little  by  way  of  marketing  graj>e  r(Jots 
until  1850,  and  then  for  some  \  ears  not  extensively.     He  cultivated  the  Isa- 
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bella,  the  Catawba,  and  a  few  lonas.  Between  1850  and  1859  ^^^^  Concord 
was  introdnced  by  Lincoln  Fay  and  a  lively  contest  was  kept  np  as  to  the 
relative  merits  of  the  Isabella  and  the  Concord,  ]\Ir.  Fay  declarin;;-  the  Con- 
cord in  every  sense  was  the  grape  for  the  million,'''  while  others  pronounced 
for  the  Isabella.  This  contest  continued  until  the  springs  of  1873,  '^vhen  the 
rigors  of  a  very  unusual  winter  settled  the  question  of  superiority,  the  Con- 
cord proving  the  most  hardy — the  Isabella  making  almost  an  entire  failure. 

From  1850  to  1859  the  idea  of  marketing  grapes  for  eating  and  domestic 
purposes  grew  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  roots  were  set  on  many  of  the 
farms  in  Portland,  though  not  extensively.  Joseph  B.,  a  son  of  l^Iijah  Vay^ 
believed  in  the  culture  of  the  grape,  and  in  1851  he  set  out  a  vineyard  of 
about  seven  acres  of  Isabella  and  Catawbas  with  tlie  idea  of  engaging  in  wine 
making  at  the  earliest  moment  possible.  The  project  of  a  winehouse  culmi- 
nated 8  years  later.  In  the  meantime,  after  his  vineyard  came  to  bearing, 
he  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  disposing  of  his  fruit  ;  some  of  it 
being  taken  to  Buffalo  and  Canada,  but  very  little  profit  was  realized.  But  his 
faith  in  the  future  of  the  grape  was  not  shaken.  H.  A.  Ihirton,  now  of 
Ripley,  in  1857,  set  one-fourth  of  an  acre  of  Isabellas  to  which  he  added 
until  he  had  six  acres.  A  wine  house  was  built  in  1859,  providing  a  market. 
In  this,  as  in  all  enterprises  in  their  infancy,  men  were  needed  willing  to  risk 
largely  in  efibrts  to  devclope  a  favorite  theory.  Portland  had  such  men. 
Until  the  winter  of  1872-73,  the  old  pioneer  vines  on  the  Fay  homestead 
were  strong  and  vigorous,  and  each  year  produced  heavy  crops,  failing  but 
twice  after  the  first  crop  in  1825,  and  these  were  not  entire  failures.  The 
severity  of  the  winter  of  1872-73,  so  far  injured  them  that  they- were  event- 
ually removed. 

The  manufacture  of  wine  by  Mr.  Fay  proved  a  success,  and  gave  an  impe- 
tus to  the  grape  culture  that  then  seemed  marvelous.  In  1859,  the  date  of 
the  building  of  the  winehouse  of  I'ay,  Ryckman  and  Haywood,  twenty  acres 
of  bearing  vines  would  be  a  fair  estimate.  Other  varieties  tlian  the  Isabellas 
and  Catawbas,  as  the  lona  and  Delaware,  had  been  introduced,  but  not  exten- 
sively. A  second  impetus  was  given  by  the  establishment  of  tlie  wine  liouse, 
and,  at  the  close  of  1864,  there  were  at  least  400  acres  of  vines  in  Portland. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  the  people  anticipating  large  profits  from  the  culture 
of  the  grape  planted  from  half  an  acre  to  two  or  three  acres  of  roots  on  nearly 
every  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  Portland,  but  the  idea  of  a  market  for  all 
the  fruit  reasonably  expected,  for  any  other  purpose  than  for  wine-making, 
had  not  yet  takeii  definite  form.  A  great  change  had  come  over  the  thoughts 
of  the  ])eople  on  the  wine  question,  and  another  revulsion,  directly  the  oppo- 
site, was  to  follow.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  a  project  was  started  at  Broctou 
for  building  a  wine  liousc  of  more  extended  proportions,  and  to  still  farther 
encourage  viniculture.    The  Lake  Shore  Wine  Company  went  into  opera- 
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tion  in  April,  and  a  wine  house  was  built  that  season.  Fabulous  prices  for 
grapes  were  offered.  Thirty  cents  per  pound  was  actually  paid  for  the  Dela- 
ware, and  the  desire  to  be  suddenly  rich  was  the  ruling  passion,  and  there 
was  a  very  large  output  of  vines.  The  next  spring,  1866,  there  were  not  less 
than  600  acres  in  Portland  of  bearing  and  young  vines,  and  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  lliese  were  Concords.  But  the  promises  of  great  and  sudden 
wealth  were  not  materialized.  The  wine  company  failed,  and  growers 
were  driven  to  seek  other  markets.  The  revulsion  was  fearful,  but  coming 
so  early  it  was  the  salvation  of  the  people  and  the  industry.  Subsequently 
an  outside  market  was  found  and  the  industry  improved  though  not  so  rap- 
idly as  before. 

At  this  date,  February  1893,  there  are  6,000  acres  of  bearing  vines  in 
Portland,  with  1,200  acres  additional  planted  and  to  be  put  up  in  the  future. 
It  is  estimated  that  800  acres  of  roots  will  be  planted  the  present  season,  and 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  whole,  old  and  young,  will  be  of  the  Concord  variety. 
Portland  has  an  area  of  20,749  acres,  Jh  of  which  is  within  the  "grape  belt,'* 
and  over  one-third  is  now  covered  with  vines.  Besides  the  Concord,  there 
are  a  few  Catawbas,  Isabellas,  Delawares,  lonas,  Clintons,  Wordens,  Moore\s 
Early,  Niagaras  and  some  others.  It  is  said  that  over  ninety  varieties  have 
been  tested  liere,  but  only  six  or  eight  are  worthy  of  mention.  Some  of  the 
most  prominent  vineyardists  here  are,  Jonas  Martin  154  acres  ;  G.  E.  Ryck- 
man  135  ;  Dean  Bros.  100  ;  J.  McFadden  50  ;  M.  L.  Taylor  70  ;  O.  W.  Powell 
80.  Within  a  few  years  a  new  variety,  the  Ohio,"  has  been  put  upon  the 
market  by  the  C.  S.  Curtis  Company  of  Portland  Center.  It  is  claimed  to  be 
ten  days  earlier  than  Moore's  Early,  but  it  is  too  early  to  speak  definitely  of 
it.  Tlie  extent  of  this  industry  may  be  seen  from  the  amount  of  fruit  ship- 
ped, and  the  amount  made  into  wine  at  home,  an  increase  from  a  few  thou- 
sand baskets  in  1S67  to  13,000  tons  in  1891.  This  will  give  an  impression 
as  to  its  growth  and  value  for  the  27  years  named,  and  from  this  also  may  a 
reasonable  estimate  1)e  made  of  its  future.  P»esides  Portland,  the  towns  in 
the  grape  belt  are  Ripley,  Westfield,  Pomfret,  Dunkirk,  Slieridan,  Hanover 
and  Arkwright.  .The  belt  extends  east  into  Perrysburgh,  Cattaraugus  county, 
and  west  into  North  Ivist  and  Harbor  Creek,  Pa.  The  territory  is  55  miles 
in  length  and  averages  three  and  one-half  miles  in  width. 

Rii»ij'.v. — Area  of  30,150  acres;  about  one-fourth  in  the  grape  belt. 
Grapes  were  introduced  about  i860  by  John  B.  Dinsmore,  Walter  Loomis 
and  Joel  Colvin.  The  Isabella  were  first  planted  and  then  the  Catawba 
and  Delaware.  The  Concord  was  introduced  in  1869  by  IL  A.  Jkirton  and 
J.  ]\I.  Johnson.  The  otlier  varieties  are  the  Delaware,  lona,  Moore's  Early, 
Pocklinton,  Catawba  and  others,  making  about  twenty-five  varieties.  The 
Concord  is  the  only  profitable  one.  This  statement  will  answer  for  all  of  the 
other  towns  in  the  belt.    Ripley  has  1,774  acres  of  bearing  vines,  and  1,000 
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acres  yet  to  be  put  upon  tlie  wires.  Tlie  most  cntensive  vineyardists  are  P\ 
N.  Randall  67  acres  ;  W.  L.  Shortnian  40 ;  James  Farrell  60  ;  J.  M.  Jolnisou 
50;  J.  iMaltby  40.  Grapes  were  shipped  as  early  as  1S63  in  small  lots. 
Since  the  formation  of  the  Chautauqua  Grape  Growers'  Shipping;  Association 
in  1886  it  has  handled  nearly  all  the  crop.  For  1891  there  were  shipped 
323  car  lots.  The  avera<^e  yield  is  three  tons  per  acre,  and  the  a\  era<;e  price 
to  growers  was  15  cents  per  basket  of  nine  pounds. 

Wkstkihli). — Area  of  28,990  acres  ;  about  one-half  in  the  belt.  In  1850 
R.  H.  Thompson  set  a  small  vineyard  of  Isabella  and  Catawl^a  vines,  and 
this  was  the  only  one  of  importance  for  many  years.  The  Concord  was  only 
experimentally  introduced  until  1873,  when  it  took  the  place  of  the  Isabella 
which  failed  to  withstand  the  previous  winter.  Otlier  varieties  were  set  iMit 
in  small  numbers.  Tlie  Xiat^ara  was  introduced  in  1882,  \n\X  has  not 
attained  prominence.  The  lar<^^est  i^rowers  are  A.  S.  Watson,  125  acres; 
Rumse}'  I'ros.  100;  S.  P.  Nixon  75;  I).  G.  Jillson  50;  R.  II.  Tliomix^on  50; 
John  1^'arrell  100;  A.  Iv  Frazer  cS:  Co.  75.  It  was  1875  before  the  attention 
of  g"rowers  was  i^iven  to  shipping' grapes  to  distant  markets,  then  there  was  a 
rapid  development  of  the  industry,  and  now,  February  1893,  there  are  3,000 
acres  of  bearing  vines,  and,  it  is  estimated,  2,000  acres  in  addition  planted. 
281  car  loads  were  sent  to  market  in  1891.  95  per  cent,  shipped  by  the 
"  Cliautauqua  Grape  Growers'  Shipping  Association"  and  local  shippers. 
The  average  yield  was  three  tons  per  acre. 

PoMKRKT. — Area  28,800  acres  ;  with  18,000  acres  included  in  the  belt. 
The  Catawba  and  Isabella  were  first  introduced,  grown  in  small  patches,  as 
early  as  1850.  A.  S.  Moss  and  A.  C.  Cushing  were  foremost  in  planting  the 
Concord,  about  1859.  Im'oui  that  date  to  1867  the  cultivation  gradually 
extended.  T.  S.  Hubbard  was  the  first  to  plant  a  vineyard.  This  was  located 
on  the  side  of  Prospect  Hill,  three  miles  from  Fredonia.  Mr.  Hubbard 
writes  :  "  Our  vineyard  was  begun  in  1866.  We  used  over  100  acres  of  laud, 
and  first  planted  Concords,  Catawbas,  Isabellas  and  Delawares."  (It  is  under- 
stood that  the  100  acres  were  occupied  in  the  business  of  pro})agating  as  well 
as  for  vines.)  "  I  think  I  was  the  pioneer  in  slii})ping  direct  to  grocers  and 
merchants  in  country  towns,  my  shipments  extending  the  first  two  \  ears  to 
the  leading  towns  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  the  coal  regions, 
including  Scranton  and  Carbondale,  and  tlie  leading  towns  in  the  northern 
and  northeastern  parts  of  the  state.  I  was  able  to  market  not  only  the  }:>ro- 
ducts  of  our  own  vineyard  but  a  large  quantity  bought  from  others,  shipping 
on  orders,  etc.  This  I  followed  until  1873  when  I  sold  out  and  thereafter 
gave  my  attention  to  the  nursery  part  of  the  business,  then  grown  to  large 
proportions."  This  enterprise  of  Mr.  Hubbard  was  by  most  people  consid- 
ered to  be  a  foolish  venture,  but  It  proved  a  grand  success.  The  culture 
then  extended  rapidly,  and  at  this  date,  May  1893,  there  are  in  town  2,000 
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acres  of  bearing  vines,  nineteen-twentietlis  being- Concords.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  500  acres  yet  to  be  put  up.  The  first  shipments  in  car  lots  was 
in  1887,  25  car  lots  ;  in  1888  73;  in  1889  S3  ;  in  1890  250;  in  1891  300, 
Nearly  the  entire  crop  eacli  year  was  sent  to  western  markets.  The  Niagara 
was  introduced  in  1882  by  tlie  Niagara  Grape  Company,  but  there  is  not 
over  twenty  acres  in  town.  The  crop  of  1893  was  handled  almost  entirely 
by  the  C.  <S:  N.  E.  Union.  \'ery  little  wine  is  made.  The  largest  vineyard- 
ists  are  John  Farrell  150  acres;  Geo.  ]M.  Kinner  60;  T.J.  Sage  30;  Simon 
Aldrich  30  ;  D.  H.  Cowden  22  ;  A.  W.  Bull  25  ;  \V.  H.  Ferguson  30  ;  H. 
IJ.  Benjamin  20  ;  Harvey  May  20. 

DrxKiKK. — Area  of  6,632  acres;  all  is  claimed  ada])ted  to  grape  cul- 
ture, which  was  introduced  1)y  Ralph  B.  Day  in  1850.  The  Catawba  was 
first  j^lauted,  then  the  Isabella,  Delaware,  and  lona.  The  Concord  was  later 
introduced.  There  are  300  acres  of  bearing  \'ines,  with  100  acres  to  be  ])Ut 
u]).  Thiee-fourths  of  the  fruit  is  sent  to  market;  tlie  rest  made  into  wine. 
Mr.  Da)-  owns  ion  acres  in  l>eariug  condition.  The  largest  vine^ardists  are 
R.  15.  I)a>-,  Thouias  Cave,  Fred  South  wick,  W.  C.  Candee,  S.  V.  Ilall,  H.  D. 
Arnoltl.  About  I25l)askets  were  harvested  in  1853;  in  1891  there  were 
25,000  baskets.    In  1892  175  tons  were  shipped,  nearly  all  by  Mr.  Day. 

SiiF.RiDAX. — Area  22,250  acres  ;  all  is  claimed  to  be  in  the  gra];)e  belt. 
The  grape  was  introduced  in  1832  by  K.  i\Iead.  This  was  a  wild  grape  of 
little  \-alue  from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  river.  In  1857  John  I,  Adams 
planted  i  '  acres  to  Isabellas  which  were  torn  up  in  a  few  years.  Carpenter 
and  Crardner  introduced  the  Clinton  in  1862,  and  planted  2  acres  of  the 
Concords.  This  was  really  the  beginning  <.tf  the  industry.  At  this  writing 
there  are  700  acies  of  bearing  \-iues,  with  300  to  be  put  on  the  wires.  The 
aereai^e  of  tlie  laii^e!'  \  iiieyards  are:  O.  W.  Newell  16  acres;  N.  II.  Garlock 
7;  K.  Miller  10;  W.  A.  Ivlmunds  25;  vStrickland  Bros.  25;  S.  Butler  15; 
Tohu  Miller  25;  Dr.  I  I(>]>kins  30.  The  increase  was  ,^itead\'.  In  1891  the 
crop  \\-as  33S  Ions  ;  uearl)'  all  wa.';i  sent  from  the  county. 

1 1  AX(  )\-r:ii. — Area  30,.j02  acres;  half  may  be  included  in  the  grajK'  belt. 
The  Isabella  was  the  first  variety',  intro.duced  between  1855  and  i8r>(),  by  a 
Mr.  Rogers.  Others  followed,  so  that  in  1893  there  were  about  25  varieties. 
The  Concord  was  introduced  abo|it  1865,  and  was  in  [872  first  ship|)ed  to 
market.  In  1882  the  Niagara  was  introduced,  but  was  not  a  success,  and 
does  not  exceed  50  acres.  There  are  800  acres  of  bearing  vines,  with  300 
acres  of  young  vines.  The  most  extensive  vineyards  belong  to  R.  J.  Quale 
and  the  Hanover  Grape  Company,  each  having  over  100  acres.  Up  to  and 
including  1S91  nearly  the  entire  crop  was  marketed  by  the  Chautauqua 
(irape  Gtrowers'  Shipping  A.'-^sociation,''  and  the  "  Western  New  York  Ship- 
ping Association.''    In  1891  the  shipments  aggregated  40  car  lots. 

Akkwricht. — Area  21,795  acres;  one-sixth  in  the  grape  belt.    The  cul- 
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tivation  was  introduced  here  by  E.  I.  Wilcox  in  18S6,  and  the  first  sale  of 
fruit  was  in  1S89.  The  Concord  is  the  only  variety  ^rown.  Seven-eio^hths 
of  the  crop  thus  far  has  been  shipped,  the  remainder  l)eini;  taken  from  town 
by  teams.  There  are  50  acres  of  bearing  vines,  with  500  acres  not  yet  bear- 
ing^. The  vineyards  of  note  are  those  of  Mr.  Cable  250  acres,  and  Dr.  Water- 
house  60  acres.  The  averaj^e  yield  per  acre  is  three  tons  ;  the  average  price 
received  by  growers  in  1891  was  15  cents  per  basket. 

North  East,  Pa.  This  town  is  in  the  grape  belt,  (jne  half  its  area  is 
adapted  to  grape  cultivation.  The  first  variet}'  introduced  was  the  Catawba 
by  Wm.  Griffith  and  vS.  S.  Hammond  in  1852.  The  Niagara  was  intro- 
duced in  1SS6,  ])ut  its  cultivation  is  limited.  There  are  2,500  acres  of  bear- 
ing vines,  and  al)out  1,500  acres  more  planted.  200  car  lots  were  marketed 
in  1891  ;  185  by  individual  shippers,  remainder  taken  to  market  l)y  teams  or 
made  into  wine.  The  prc>minent  vine\ardists  are.  Price  Ihos.  100  acres;  R. 
Dill  40;  C.  H.  Mattel!  40;  Caldwell  and  Moorehead  roo  ;  Crawford  Ih-os. 
50  ;  G.  N.  P>laine  30  ;  J.  S.  Hammond  75  ;  J.  A.  vStetson  30.  The  average 
yield  has  l^een  three  tons  per  acre  ;  the  average  price  reaching  growers  16 
cents  per  basket. 

Hariu)R  CrKF.k,  Pa, — Area  20,200  acres,  one-third  is  in  the  grape  belt. 
The  Isabella  and  Catawba  grapes  were  introduced  here  in  1842  and  the  Con- 
cord about  1 86 1,  by  Calvin  Leet.  About  1865  grapes  were  first  marketed. 
The  town  has  (1893)  about  240  acres  of  vines.  vSome  })roininent  \  ineyard- 
ists  are  J.  A.  Moorehead  40  acres  ;  A.  N.  Leet  30;  J.  M.  Custar  25  ;  (>eorge 
Metcalf  25.     In   1865,  1,000  lbs.  of  fruit  were  shii)]H(l  ;  in  iSc^i  2S  car  lots. 

Pi'.RKVsr.rRCH. — Has  75  acres  of  bearing  vines,  and  i  25  acres  to  be  put  up. 
Tlic  Concord  is  the  principal  variety.  1,000  baskets  is  the  average  yield  ])er 
acre.  vSome  prominent  growers  are,  O.  Knowlton  24  acres  ;  H.  Knowltoii 
24;  J.  C.  Hall  15;  John  Hall  6.    A  large  area  was  planted  in  1893. 

The  Chautaucpia  grape  l^elt  contains  fully  122,880  acres.  In  this  county 
are  14,624  acres  of  bearing  vines,  and  5,900  acres  more  of  young  vines. 
There  are  24,964  acres  of  vineyards  in  the  belt  outside  this  county,  so  over 
one-fifth  of  its  area  is  already  covered  with  vines. 

Wink  and  Wixk  Housks. — With  the  grape  came  the  manufacture  of 
wine.  From  Dea.  Elijah  Pay's  small  vineyard  of  Isabella  and  Catawba 
planted  in  1824,  he  made  from  5  to  8  gallons  of  wine  in  1830.  These  vines 
were  largely  productive  ;  from  year  to  year  lie  added  to  his  store  of  wine 
until  t86o,  the  year  of  his  death^  when  his  cellars  contained  about  2,000  gal- 
lons. In  1859  Joseph  B.  Fay,  Garrett  E.  Ryckman  and  Rufus  Haywood  l)uilt 
a  wine  house  at  Brocton  30  by  70  feet,  with  a  double  cellar,  each  story  being 
ten  feet  in  depth,  and  2,000  gallons  of  wine  were  made  that  fall.  Their  man- 
ufacture increased,  and  in  1865  ^^^^  amount  in  store  was  16,000  gallons.  Mr. 
Fay  retired  from  the  firm  in  1862  and  the  business  was  continued  by  Ryck- 
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man  &  Haywood.  "  Tlie  Lake  Shore  Wine  Company  "  was  formed  in  1865, 
with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  It  went  into  operation  on  April  i.  Timothy 
Jndson  was  |)resident,  J.  B.  Fay  secretary,  and  Albert  Haywood  snperinten- 
dent.  This  company  purchased  of  Ryckman  &  Haywood  their  wine  house 
and  entire  interest,  real  and  otherwise,  for  $38,000.  The  brick  portion  of  the 
wine  house  as  now  seen,  40x70  feet,  was  built  in  1865,  at  a  cost  of  $16,500.  It 
was  furnished  with  every  a])pliance  necessary  for  wine  making,  but  the  enter- 
prise was  never  prosperous.  The  company  became  involved,  and  G.  E- 
RN'ckman  and  R,  I>.  Day,  lari^e  creditors  of  the  company  commenced  pro- 
ceedings for  collection,  and  in  186S  the\'  sold  the  personal  property,  and  in 
1 869  the  realty,  and  jnircliased  )iearl\-  the  whole  plant.  Ryckman  Day  com- 
menced business  in  iS^8.  The)'  bought  at  the  sale  24,000  gallons  of  wine  ; 
45, (>()()  gallous  were  made  in  1  Sjcj,  and  42,000  in  187  i.  The  gra[)es  used 
w^.'ie  Cala\N'ba,  lsa])clla,  Clinlou,  Concord,  loua  and  Delaware,  a  large  propor- 
tion Catawba  and  Isabella.  In  1879  Mr.  Rxxkman  became  sole  proprietor. 
The  })lanl  from  time  to  time  since  then  has  been  improved  and  additions 
made  until  it  is  one  of  tlie  most  perfect  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the 
state.  The  Hour  area  of  his  cellars  is  12,710  square  feet.  He  has  now  in  his 
cellars  175,000  gallons' of  wine  and  3,000  gallons  of  pure  brandy.  Mr.  Ryck- 
man has  135  acres  of  vines,  a  portion  of  the  fruit  is  made  into  wine,  and  the 
rest  either  sent  to  market  or  manufactured  into  wine  as  the  market  indicates 
best  for  profit.  He  has  one  vineyard  of  no  acres  2  miles  south  of  Broc- 
ton.  ]\Iost  of  his  table  grapes  are  sold  on  orders.  He  has  a  half-acre  vine- 
)-ard  of  Niagaras  near  his  winehouse,  put  U])on  ten  feet  ])osts  and  four  wires, 
that  in  1S90  produced  12,657  Pounds  of  fruit,  showing  what  can  be  done  by 
proy)er  manipulation.  Energy  and  a  judicious  expenditure  of  capital  has 
])laeed  his  !)u>ine:^s  on  a  firm  fo(.)ting,  and  the  enterprise  has  become  one  of 
]ar,L;e  and  increasing  ])rofit. 

IN  >K'ri..\\i)  Wixr;  lb  >rsi:,— This  is  located  al  Portland  Ceiitei*,  and  was 
originated  by  R.  D.  Philler.  In  1SO7  Mr.  bhiller  manufactured  fr(^in  his  own 
grapes  200  gallons  of  wine,  in  1S71  10,000  gallons,  and  in  1873  he  liad  14,000 
gallons  in  his  cellar.  In  i<*s79  J.  A.  H.  Skinner  was  admitted  partner,  when 
there  were  in  store  2^,^)0  gallons.  In  i8S6Mr.  Fuller  died,  and  his  son,  G. 
W.  Fuller,  has  occu])ied  his  place  in  the  firm.  They  have  in  store  (February 
1893),  50,000  gallons,  and  their  wines  find  a  ready  sale.  Their  winehouse 
is  an  instance  of  individual  enterprise,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  business  ener- 
gies of  the  original  ]>roprietor  and  his  successors.  Jonas  Martin,  Ernest 
Buckner  and  Charles  Kinne>  have  recently  organized  a  wine  company,  and 
occupy  the  winehouse  and  cellar  built  by  the  Harris  Community  near  Broc- 
ton  station.  The  winehouse  of  R.  B.  Day  is  located  in  Dunkirk,  and  has  in 
store  25,000  gallons.  His  first  make  was  in  1853.  Mr.  Day  has  100  acres 
of  vines,  and  one-fourth  of  his  fruit  is  made  into  wine.     He  claims  the  Diana 
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to  be  the  best  wine  grape.  In  Hanover  there  are  two  small  wine  houses 
yet  in  infanc}',  owned  by  R.  J.  Quale  and  the  Hanover  Grape  Company. 
They  report  "a  few  thousand  gallons  in  each.''  The  manufacture  of  unfer- 
mented  wines  has  engaged  the  attention  of  wine  house  })roprietors  at  North 
East,  Pa.,  to  the  extent  of  a  car  lot  or  two  in  i<S92.  Attention  is  being 
turned  to  this,  and  not  far  in  the  future  it  may  become  a  leading  feature. 

Soil  and  Cltmatk. — The  soil  of  the  grape  belt  along  the  lake  border 
is  a  clay  loam,  in  an  average  of  two  miles  in  width,  next  to  this  is  a  gravelly 
belt  of  one  mile  in  width,  bordered  on  the  south  and  along  the  side  hill  by  a 
lieav)'  clay  soil  with  flat  gravel.  This  condition  extends  the  entire  length 
of  the  belt,  of  course  varying  somewhat  as  to  its  makeup  and  form.  Por 
man)'  years  it  was  not  suj^posed  that  gnijK-s  could  be  grown  upon  tlie 
heavier  soil  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  belt,  but  experience  has  demon- 
strated that  the  soil  of  the  tablelands  and  the  side  hill  produces  the  bettej- 
grape,  especially  for  wine  purposes,  tliough  the  flavor  may  not  be  e(pial  to 
that  of  those  grown  upon  the  middle  and  northern  sections  along  the  lake 
supposed  to  be  owing  to  changes  nauied  further  on.  The  opinion  is  formed^ 
alter  \  ears  of  observation,  that  the  quality  of  the  fruit  for  wine  will  range 
from  south  to  north  from  the  heavier  soil  of  the  side  hill  to  the  lighter  soils 
of  the  lake  sections.  The  difTerence  is  small  to  l)e  seen,  and  as  a  tal)le  grape 
no  mention  is  made  of  it.  (yrapes  grown  upon  either  section  named  have  a 
reputation  for  fla\-or  in  adwance  of  those  grown  in  any  other  section  of  the 
United  States.  At  pomological  and  other  exhibitions  the  expression  has 
often  been  repeated  by  connoisseurs  and  others,  that  gra]K\s  grown  Uj)on  the 
territory  of  the  Chautauqua  gra])e  ])elt  for  flavor  could  not  be  excelled  by 
those  grown  in  any  other  locality.  This  for  many  years  has  been  known  to 
be  a  fact  by  the  citizens  of  the  belt,  especially  by  those  of  Portland.  A  large 
amount  of  theorizing  has  been  indulged  in  as  to  the  cause  of  this  well-deflned 
fact  but  as  yet  few  satisfactory  reasons  have  been  given.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  the  writer  that  climatic  influences  from  location  are  the  only  reasons 
existing  or  that  are  necessary  in  the  case.  That  the  lake  along  the  northern 
border  of  the  belt  has  its  influences  in  preventing  late  frosts  in  the  sj^ring 
and  early  frosts  in  the  fall  is  conceded,  no  fact  is  more  fimly  established. 
That  the  nearness  to  the  lake  or  otherwise  of  t'ne  hills  on  the  south  and  their 
altitude  has  a  marked  influence  may  be  seen,  for  as  the  altitude  of  the  hills 
becomes  less,  east  or  west,  and  their  distance  from  the  lake  becomes  greater, 
the  peculiarities  of  the  section  for  the  culture  of  flue  flavored  grapes  dimin- 
ishes, and  frosts  are  much  nu)re  imminent.  This  fact  has  been  long  known 
to  the  writer  and  is  easily  demonstrated.  The  less  the  altitude  of  tlie  back- 
ground and  the  further  removed  from  the  lake  oii  the  north, "the  greater  the 
liability  to  frosts.  The  Chautauqua  belt  is  proverbially  far  from  heavy  dews, 
the  moisture  resting  upon  sections  farther  south  and  over  the  crest  of  the 
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hiji^lilands.  The  rain  fall  and  moisture  from  dews  is  far  less  over  the  belt 
than  at  the  upper  lower  sections  of  the  lake.  The  topography  of  the  belt 
has  of  course  a  decided  influence  upon  atmospheric  currents,  overhead  and 
otherwise,  in  fact  controls  them,  so  that  it  is  hardly  possible  with  proper 
precaution  l)y  way  of  ventilation,  that  mildew  should  exist  to  anv  extent,  or 
that  black  rot  should  prevail  and  become  a  terror  to  growers.  There  is  but 
little  doubt,  in  fact  none,  that  were  the  altitude  of  the  hills  on  the  south  to 
be  increased  from  loo  to  200  feet,  the  present  contour  being  retained,  there 
would  be  a  more  perfect  scope  for  atmospheric  currents,  a  greater  mellowing 
inllucnce  peculiar  to  the  section  from  a  cond)ination  of  influences  known  to 
exist,  and  the  \-ineyardists  of  the  Cliautauqua  belt,  as  far  as  fnie  flavored 
fruit  is  concerned,  might  well  challenge  the  world.  The  conditions  of  the 
almos])here  to. some  extent  iniluence  the  soil,  and  aside  from  this  there  does 
not  ap])ear  to  l)e  any  peculiarit)-  of  soil  in  au\-  wa\-  affecting  the  j^roduction 
or  cpiality  of  the  fruit. 

I^'i: K'rii.izi-RS. — The  care  of  S(ul  in  viticulture  is  a  matter  of  great  im])ort- 
ance,  and  for  many  \ears  the  study  as  to  the  best  fertilizers  for  growing  and 
properly  maturing  gra})es  has  been  one  of  increasing  interest.  IJefore  pre- 
paring this  ])a]K'r  tiie  writer  was  careful  to  obtain  the  views  of  the  best 
informed  vineyardists  of  the  belt,  anri  the  concensus  of  (-)pinion  was  decidedly 
marked.  As  to  tlie  use  of  barnyard  manures  there  seems  to  be  a  sliglit  differ- 
ence of  \  iews,  a  few  using  them  on  young  and  growing  vines  onl\',  as  at 
that  stage  of  tlieir  growth  nitrogeneous  food  seems  more  especially  needed. 
These  however  are  l^ut  exceptions,  a  ver\-  large  majority  of  \-ine)-ardists  using 
them  freely,  yet  careful  not  to  push  them  be\ond  the  ''mildew  line,''  each 
one  using  his  own  judgement  in  this  reganl,  and  as  to  the  soil  to  be  fertilized. 
But  as  to  com!Uercial  fertilizers  there  seems  to  be  l)Ut  a  single  opinion,  and 
this  formed  from  actual  experience,  as  to  the  needs  of  the  soil,  the  needs  of 
the  vine  for  earl\'  and  even  maturit)',  and  the  needs  of  the  fruit  as  to  the 
evenness  of  ripening  on  the  vine  and  cluster,  and  its  perfecting  geueralh', 
and  that  is,  raw  bone  and  potash,  in  some  form  and  quantity,  whatever  the 
soil.  The  following,  furnished  by  re({Uest,  by  J.  A.  H.  Skinner,  of  Brocton, 
an  experienced  \-ine\  ardist,  is  so  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  vineyardists 
throughout  the  belt,  as  per  reports  to  the  writer,  that  it  is  witli  confidence 
presented  in>tead  of  his  own  experience  or  opinions. 

i>>t.  T!ie  l>c.  I  ft-rtili/crs  (dt  a  1>c-ariii<^  vineyard  are,  raw  lK)ne  and  muriate  of  ]>ota.sh,  4fx)lbs.  of 
bone  and  2cx)  lbs  of  ])ola^li  to  Uie  acre,  sowed  V)roadcast  in  the  spring,  and  cnltivateil  or  ])lowed 
in  as  soon  as  tlie  land  caii  be  worked.  2nd.  Barn-yard  manures,  rotten  or  green,  ten  tons  to  the 
acre,  sj^read  over  the  vineyard  in  the  fall  and  plowed  under  in  the  spring.  I  have  used  barn- 
yard manure  for  tlie  past  tliirty  years  and  am  satisfied  that  they  do  not  produce  mildew,  and  that 
they  are  in  no  sense  iletriniental  to  the  fruit  or  foilage  These  manures  are  better  adapted  to  san<ly 
or  gravelly  soils,  the  bone  and  potash  answering  a  better  purpose  on  other  soils.  3rd.  Licjuid 
manures,  a])plied  very  early  in  the  season  with  a  cart  spinkler,  ten  barrels  to  the  acre.  In  this, 
care  should  be  taken  not  to  put  on  too  much,  as  it  might  burn  the  roots  ;  or  it  may  be  put  on  the 
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muck  heap  mid  l)e  spread  with  the  shovel  or  fork.  No  fertilizer  contains  a  greater  per  cent,  of 
ammonia.  4th.  Kainit,  1,000  lbs;  wood  ashes.  2,00*0  lbs;  leached  wood  ashes  4  or  5  tons, 
either  one  of  these  to  the  acre,  as  tliev  leave  about  the  same  amount  of  fertili/.inj;  j)rinciple  ; 
they  will  give  si)lendid  results.  They  should  be  sown  broadcast  early  in  the  spring  and  culti- 
vated in  as  soon  as  the  land  will  do  to  work.  Salt,  yx)  ])ounds  to  the  acre,  sowed  broadcast 
early  in  the  spring,  and  cultivated  in  as  soon  as  the  land  can  be  worked,  can  be  used  with  great 
))enerit  to  the  vine.  It  is  not  a  fertilizer,  but  heljis  to  retain  the  moisture  during  the  dry  weather, 
keei)s  the  ground  sweet  ancl  free  from  worms  and  mould.  Air  slacked  lime.  4  or  5  barrels  to 
the  a(  re,  is  one  of  tlie  best  .'ijiplications  to  ke<,  p  the  land  an<l  vines  free  fmm  insects,  the  soil 
loose  an<l  in  good  condition  for  the  roots  to  t.ike  up  the  ))lanl  Ibod,  .Salt  and  lime  can  be  sowed 
broadcast,  care  being  taken  that  too  large  a  (juantity  of  salt  is  not  used,  as  the  roots  niay  be 
injured.  Lastly.  I'ut  in  the  vine\ ard  all  you  can  get  Irom  around  the  barn,  ]iig])en  and  hen 
ho'.isf.  ])ui  in  leaves  an<l  muck  iVom  the  woods;  put  in  coal  aslies.  soaj>  suds,  and  do  ati}thing 
that  \\ill  builrl  u])  the  soil,  for  in  the  s<»il  the  roots^nust  lind  their  foo.l.  po  not  use  phosjilLate, 
as  it  will  stimulate  the  vines  to  an  overgrowth,  and  is  a  robber  of  the  soil.  In  ])lantiiig  a 
vineyard,  use  the  best  brand  of  ammouiate<l  bone,  about  one  jiound  to  the  n»ot  ;  ])ut  over  1'ie 
root  three  or  four  inches  of  soil,  then  put  on  the  bone  and  fill  with  earth  to  the  level  with  the 
ground. 

JJoiie  and  potash  in  some  form  are  tlie  two  articles  more  especially  cniplia- 
sized  in  every  report  Irom  vineyardists  thronghout  the  belt.  A  few  prefer  the 
potash  in  the  kirm  of  hard  wood  ashes.  Raw  l^one,  tliough  slow  in  its  effects, 
seems  to  be  preferred  to  any  other  form.  If  there  is  any  failnre  in  the  paper 
of  Mr.  Skinner,  from  which  the  above  quotation  is  made,  it  is  in  not  discrimi- 
nating^ snfficiently  as  to  soils  in  a])plyinj^  fertilizers.  The  impression  how- 
ever is,  and  possibly  stated  snfficiently  clear,  that  mannres  shonld  be  nsed 
npon  lij^ht  and  tcrax'elh'  soils,  and  the  potash  and  bone  iqion  the  loam  and 
heavier  .soils.  He  continues  :  It  is  without  donl)t  true  that  spraying  will 
prevent  mildew  and  black  rot.  For  the  /'/<7r/'  /vV,  nse  the  bordeaux  mix- 
ture, \\/.:  dissoh'c  12  lbs.  of  sulphate  co[q)er  in  25  gallons  hot  water;  slack 
eight  lbs.  of  fresh  lime  in  20  gallons  of  water  and  when  cool  pour  it  slowly 
into  the  copper  solution  and  mix  by  constant  stirring.  Use  45  gallons  to  the 
acre,  spraying  first  before  the  leaves  a])pear,  then  once  in  12  to  15  days. 

For  iuildc'ii\  use  the  ammoniacal  mixture,  viz  :  dissolve  2  lbs.  carbonate 
of  cojiper  in  2  gallons  of  hot  water,  mix  with  43  gallons  of  water,  and  add 
I  (piart  of  commercial  ammonia,  22°  liaume,  mix  the  compoinid  thoroughly 
and  nse  45  gallons  to  the  acre,  spraying  just  before  the  grapes  ])loom,  again 
when  the  fruit  is  about  the  size  of  bird  shot,  then  once  in  15  days  until  the 
fruit  ])egins  to  color.'' 

On.e  young  and  enthusiastic  vineyardist  wiites  :  **  Put  up  your  vines  on 
high  wires,  keep  your  vineyard  free  from  weeds  and  keep  a  good  circulation 
of  air  through  and  under  the  vines  and  you  will  have  little  to  complain  of  by 
way  of  mildew." 

Shipping  Agp:nci?:s. — The  culture  of  grapes  along  the  south  shore  of  lake 
Erie  continued  to  be  an  experiment  for  .some  years,  but  when  the  raising  of 
grapes  became  an  industry  of  Portland  and  other  towns,  an  outside  market 
became  a  necessity.    The  mass  of  the  people  of  our  entire  country  knew  little 
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of  this  frnit  and  were  yet  to  be  educated  to  its  use.  Previous  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  winehouse  of  Fay,  Rycknian  &  Haywood,  at  Brocton,  in  1859, 
when  there  were  but  20  acres  of  bearin<^  vines  in  Portland,  and  not  over  forty 
acres  in  tlie  entire  belt,  tlie  fruit  was  taken  to  market  by  teams  or  shipped 
in  round  boxes,  (afterward  in  basket  lots)  mostly  to  KnfTalo,  Canada  and  New 
York.  The  baskets  lield  20  pounds.  As  early  as  1844  grapes  were  shipped 
by  boat  to  Buffalo  and  Canada  from  the  F'ay  homestead,  and  it  is  remembered 
that  peo])le  seeini;-  them  in  the  market  did  not  even  know  the  name  of  the 
fruit.  The  oil  regions  of  Pennsyh'iUiia  early  became  a  market,  and  continued 
to  be  the  ])rincipal  one  until  after  1875  when  the  area  of  bearing  vines 
demanded  a  more  extended  market.  Ph-om  about  1875  Jonas  ^lartin  of 
Brocton  had  shi])ped  small  lots  to  Philadelphia  as  way  freight,  and  in  1877 
shi]^ped  a  full  car  lot.  This  was  said  to  be  the  first  air  lol  shipped  in  west- 
ern or  central  Xew  York  ;  in  fact  beiie\'ed  to  be  the  first  in  the  state.  The 
next  year  16  car  lots  were  shipped  to  the  same  nnirket  by  Jonas  Martin  and 
G.  Pv.  R\"ckman  and  with  success.  From  this  time  the  industry  grew  apace  ; 
each  year  a  small  army  of  local  shippers  and  growers  were  busy  in  disj)osing 
of  their  fruit.  C/hicago  had  become  a  market,  and  that  distance  was  as  far  as 
it  was  thought  j)ru(lent'  to  risk  such  perishable  goods.  When  in  1882,  Fay, 
Smith  cS:  Crosby  sent  a  car  lot  to  iMinneapolis,  it  was  called  a  foolish  risk, 
but  it  was  received  in  good  condition.  The  first  car  lot  sold  on  the  track 
was  by  the  same  parties  Oct.  3,  1883.  So  little  is  on  record,  and  so  little 
remembered  in  regard  to  shipments  up  to  r886,  that  their  further  considera- 
tion is  reluctantly  passed  by.  The  means  for  sliipping  and  disposing  of 
grapes  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  growth.  Individual  interests,  local  ship- 
pers and  small  combinations  were  the  only  agencies  for  tlie  disposition  of  the 
immense  growth  of  fruit.  In  1885  the  necessity  for  better  facilities  was  seen 
a  large  UKijoritN-  of  growers,  and  PY-bruary  14,  1886,  was  formed  The 
Chautau(pia  Grape  Growers'  Shi])])ing  Association,''  with  184  mein])ers.  The 
officers  for  the  first  year  were  :  president,  A.  S.  Watson,  Westfield  ;  secretary, 
G.W.  Marsli,  Portland  ;  directors,  G.W.  Marsh,  F.G.  Arnold,  G.  S.  A.  Farnham, 
Spencer  Muiison,  A.  vS.  Watson.  That  year  103  car  lots  were  shipped 
through  this  agency.  A  trade  mark  was  adopted  in  1887,  wlien  there  were 
287  mem])ers.  Pooling  was  first  adoj)ted  in  1888,  when  350  members  were 
registered.  In  1889  there  was  a  radical  reorganization  of  the  association, 
the  trademark  was  changed  and  registered,  placing  the  organization  on  a 
legal  basis.  This  association  filled  its  ])urpose  until  the  organization  of  the 
"  Chautiiuqua  and  North  Hast  Grape  Union  "  in  1892,  and  in  March  1893  it 
was  disbanded.  There  were  other  shipping  associations  formed  as  ''The 
Ripley  (irape  Growers'  Shi])])ing  Association,"  and  the  Western  Xew  York 
Slii]">piiig  Association."  Beside  these  there  were  a  large  number  of  individ- 
ual shipjK^rs. 
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At  tlie  close  of  the  season  of  1891  it  was  seen  that  tlie  shippiii*^  interest 
had  «;rown  to  snch  proportions,  and  had  become  so  nunicrons  and  varied 
tliat  it  became  a  necessity  to  nnite  as  far  as  possible  the  varions  origan izations 
and  individnal  shippers,  Tluis  far  there  had  been  no  concert  of  action. 
Local  jealousies  and  a  constant  llnctnation  of  prices  occnrred,  and  a  favorable 
market  cansed  a  rnsh  of  frnit  to  that  point  by  several  shi})pers  at  the  same 
time  ;  prices  were  rednced,  and  the  <^ro\ver  was  dissatisfied.  lUn  ers  conld 
not  operate  with  safety,  and  there  was  so  mnch  of  friction  and  nncertainty 
attcndinj^  the  work  of  the  associations,  as  well  as  individnal  ship])ers,  that  a 
lar<;e  majority  of  growers  became  convinced  that  some  or*;anization  more 
stable  and  commanding  in  its  character  on^^ht  to  be  inanj^nrated.  For 
months  discussion,  and  comparing  of  views  had  been  going  on,  especially  in 
Westfield,  concerning  the  formation  of  a  shipping  agency  to  include  the 
entire  belt  under  one  management.  A  meeting  was  held  in  Westfield,  in 
January  1892,  in  the  interests  of  such  a  movement.  A  conference  was  had 
with  the  other  towns  of  the  belt,  and  delegates  were  elected  from  each  town 
to  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  Ikocton  in  February,  with  full  })owers  to  form  a 
shipping  association,  viz  :  An  agency  for  shipping  grapes  for  the  entire  belt 
under  one  management.  The  delegates  were  chosen  on  a  basis  of  one  to 
every  750  acres  of  bearing  vines,  and  represented  every  interest  of  the  grape- 
growing  section.  At  the  meeting  held  at  the  oj)era  house  in  lirocton,  The 
Cliautauciua  and  North  ICast  Crrape  Union  "  was  formed,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated with  main  office  at  Krocton.  The  first  officers  were  :  ])resident.  Prof. 
A.  N.  Taylor,  Westfield  ;  secretary,  F.  N.  Randall,  Rij)ley  ;  financial  secre- 
tary, Augustus  Blood,  Brocton  ;  treasurer,  R.  A.  Plall,  Brocton  ;  chief  sales- 
man, Jonas  Martin,  Brocton  ;  general  inspector,  J.  A.  Tennant,  Ripley ; 
executive  board,  A.  N.  Taylor,  R.  J.  Quale,  G.  W.  Blaine  ;  directors,  R.  A. 
Hall,  Ernest  Buckner,  vS.  F.  Nixon,  O.  M.  Hall,  W.  R.  Miner,  R.  J.  Quale, 
Rev.  B.  E.  Hillman,  Prof.  A.  N.  Taylor,  F.  N.  Randall. 

The  capital  stock  consisted  of  2,000  $5  shares.  There  were  1,400  taken, 
1,366  growers  each  held  one  share,  and  the  directors  five  shares.  The  stock 
is  distributed  as  follows:  Perrysburg,  24;  Hanover,  85;  Dunkirk  and  Ark- 
wright,  17;  Sheridan,  136;  North  East,  130;  Ripley,  105;  Westfield,  255; 
Portland,  326;  Pomfret,  288. 

The  specific  business  of  tlie  Union  "  for  1892  comrienced  September  9 
and  closed  November  21.  There  were  1,845  ^^^^  shipped  in  the  62  working 
days  as  follows:  North  P^ast  139;  Ripley  125;  Ripley  Crossing  100;  State 
Line  37  ;  Westfield  299;  W^est  Portland  81;  Portland  194;  P^rocton  381; 
Pomfret  53  ;  Fredonia  254  ;  Van  Buren  63  ;  Sheridan  57  ;  Silver  Creek  47  ; 
Forestville  13  ;  Perrysburg  2.  Of  these  1,646  were  sold  \ipon  the  track 
before  moving  and  went  to  the  west,  some  even  to  Seattle  and  other  cities  of 
the  far  west,  and  the  remainder  consigned  to  l^oston,  New  York,  Philadel- 
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pliia  and  Providence.  Tlie  number  of  baskets  shipped  were  5,372,640.  The 
amount  of  casli  received  by  the  ''Union"  for  1892  was  $938,687.39,  an 
averaj^^e  of  17.47  cents  ])er  nine  pound  basket.  The  result  of  tlie  manage- 
ment of  the  "  Union  "  for  the  first  year  was,  in  a  main,  eminently  satisfactory. 
As  now  seen,  ( 1S93),  tlie  organization  has  started  out  upon  a  correct  business 
principle.  In  1S92  there  were  shipped  through  other  agencies  500  car  lots; 
and  probabh'  19  car  i<)ts  taken  to  market  by  teams.  The  winehouses  report 
43  car  lots  made  into  wine,  making  2.407  car  lots,  7,009,184  baskets,  as  the 
crop  of  1S92. 

From  the  small  beginnings  of  this  industry  in  1824,  ^^^^  splendid 
results  of  1S92,  a  period  of  68  years,  the  growth  of  the  grape  industry  in  the 
Northern  Chautau^iua  P>elt  has  been  phenomenal.  Taking  the  output  of 
vines  for  the  past  six  or  eiglit  years  as  the  basis  of  an  estimate,  within  the 
next  ten  \  ears  ever\'  a\'ailable  acre  of  the  122,880  within  the  belt  will  be 
covered.  Whatever  the  future  has  in  store  for  this  industry,  in  the  end  sup- 
ply and  demand,  in  this  as  in  all  things  else,  will  bring  to  growers  the  golden 
mean  and  a  fulfdlment  of  ever\'  laudable  desire. 

Caimtai.  Ix\'i:sti-:!>. — As  to  the  amount  of  ca[)ital  invested  in  viticulturt 
in  the  Cliaulau(iua  l)elt  there  seems  to  be  but  little  conception.  The  ^?:v7v?;<,'-<' 
value  of  \  ine\'ards,  iucltiding  ])acking  houses,  etc.,  will  not  malerialh'  vary 
from  S250  per  acre.  In  this  e>timate  tlie  \'iiiesare  considered  well  ]3Ut  up  and 
bearing.  As  to  vines  set  and  yet  to  be  put  upon  the  wires,  with  i)osts 
and  wire  included,  the  estimate  of  az-rt'di^i'  value  ma\'  be  $160  per  acre. 
The  following  will  show  acreage,  average  valuation,  and  the  total  invested  in 
vineyards : 
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The  amount  invested  in  winehouses,  wine  making,  etc.,  is  estimated  at 
Jsi5(>,ooo  ;  the  wine  and  brand)'  contained  in  the  wine  cellars  of  the  belt,  and 
])rivate  cellars  reported,  is  375,(.)()o  gallons,  with  an  average  \-alue  of  7^^  cents 
per  gallon,  total  of  S2Si,250,  making  $431,250  invested  in  wine,  winehouses, 
etc.,  and  a  grand  total  in\-ested  in  \-iticulture  in  the  northern  Chautauqua 
belt  of  S5,9<>5,(>( H). 

We  now  give  tlie  amount  of  the  grape  crop  for  1^93  and  the  ])iices 
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received.  ()\viiij^  to  various  causes,  more  especially  the  fuiaucial  striu^ency, 
the  price  was  less  than  in  i^gz.  The  cultivation  of  the  vine  has  extended 
over  so  large  a  portion  of  our  comitry.that  a  return  to  the  prices  of  even  three 
years  a<^o  is  not  probable.    The  car  lot  shipments  for  were  3,094  car 

lots:  North  East  392;  Ripley  413  ;  Westifield  445 '  j  ;  Portland  991  ;  Pom- 
fret  49^ '4  ;  Dunkirk  70  ^4  ;  Sheridan  90;  Hanover  194.  North  East 
includes  Harbor  Creek  ;  Ripley,  State  Line  and  Forsyth  ;  Westfield,  West 
Portland;  Portland:  Biocton,  Concord,  Prospect  and  Pomfret,  (Shan<;hai)  ; 
Pomfret :  Fredonia,  Laona,  Van  Buren  and  part  of  I  )unkirk  ;  Hanover  :  Sil- 
ver Creek,  Poorest ville  and  Perry sburg-. 

As  many  as  six  cars  were  shipped  by  express  companies  or. taken  out  ])y 
teams,  so  that  the  crop  nuirketed  was  not  less  than  3,100  car  lots.  The 
averaj^^c  number  of  nine  pound  l)askets  per  acre  was  3,001^  makinj;  9,300,000 
baskets  or  S3, 700,000  lbs.  The  average  price  was  1 2  '  j  cents  per  basket,  mak- 
ing the  amount  received  Si,  162,500. 

CHAi  TArgrA. — The  town  of  Chautauqua  has  been  purposely  left  to  the 
last  as  it  is  not  in  the  grape  belt  pioj)er.  It  lies  south  of  the  crest  of  the 
highlands  called  the  southern  boundary  of  the  belt,  and  the  climate  is  not 
favorable  for  the  grape.  There  is  a  lack  of  that  fine  Haxor  to  the  fruit  so 
essential  in  a  table  grape,  though  it  is  said  there  are  two  or  three  snuill  vine- 
yards directly  in  the  line  between  lakes  Erie  and  Chautauciua^and  near  the 
head  of  the  latter  that  ha\  e  a  reputation  for  fme  flavored  fruit  nearly  or  quite 
equal  to  any  section,  but  as  a  rule  the  climatic  innuences  do  not  favor  such 
develo])ment,  \  et  the  town  must  be  named  as  a  ])art  of  the  grai)e  producing 
territory  of  tlie  county.  William  P)arnhart  planted  a  snudl  vine\  ard  of  Con- 
cord roots  on  the  east  side  of  Chautauqua  lake  near  the  head  in  1^77,  and  in 
1S79  introduced  the  Niagara  for  which  the  season  proved  too  short.  In 
i>93  there  were  al)out  about  50  acres  of  bearing  vines  in  town,  only  three 
acres  being  Niagaras.  The  Potter  family  have  10  acres;  Thomas  Hutson 
3  ;  I'^ldred  Lott  estate  2  ;  William  Russell,  3  ;  a  Mr.  Adams  5  ;  Wil- 
liam P>arnhart  estate,  {K.  J.  Scofield)  12  acres,  with  one  or  two  other  cultiva- 
tors. The  section  occu])ied  is  a])out  the  head  of  the  lake,  extending  but  two 
or  three  miles  on  either  side,  mainly  on  the  east.  The  average  yield  is 
reputed  2  ' 2  tons  per  acre.  About  <jne-eighth  of  the  Iruit  is  made  into  wine. 
The  first  fruit  was  marketed  in  is^o.  In  i^Si  the  growers  realized  is  cents 
per  nine-pound  basket.  K.  J.  vScofield  has  a  winehousc  estal)li>>hed  in  iSs5, 
with  7,000  gallons  of  wine  in  his  cellars,  manufactured  mostly  from  the  Con- 
cord grape.    It  is  not  probable  that  grape  culture  will  ever  be  extensive  here. 


432  History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


chapte:r  xuv. 

THE  CHAUTAUQUA  ASSEMBLY  SUMMER  SCHOOLS. 
Bv  Rkv.  H.  H.  Moork. 

'  HE  inaji^nitude  which  tlie  Chautauqua  scheme  of  education  has  attained, 
demands  that  a  particular  statement  of  its  origin  and  growth,  as  an 
honorable  part  of  Chautauqua  history,  be  made  public  while  the 
parties  to  the  enterprise  are  yet  living.  The  principal  actors  are  yet  on  the 
stage,  and  probalJly  there  is  not  a  lact  in  the  case  that  is  not  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  difTerent  persons,  "all  of  which  they  saw,  and  a  part  of  which  they 
were."  As  early  as  1^55  people  began  to  talk  about  the  beauties  of  the 
Chautauqua  lake  region,  and  the  lovers  of  Indian  lore  gave  fresh  study  to  the 
signification  of  the  now  famous  name  given  by  the  Seneca  Indians  to  this 
land-locked  sheet  of  water,  leaving,  however,  the  problem  unsolved.  The 
great  camp-meetings  which  the  Methodist  and  other  denominations  held  dur- 
ing the  past  hundred  years  in  this  country  had  demonstrated  the  feasibility 
of  handling  and  instructing  great  crow^ds  of  people  in  . the  grove.  The  lovers 
of  the  woods  and  outdoor  life  had  established  permanent  cam])grounds  at 
Martha's  \'ineyard  and  other  places  in  dilTerent  sections  of  the  country,  built 
elegant  cottages,  and  besides  the  week  of  religious  ser\'ice  spent  a  month  or 
more  amidst  tlusc  rural  delights.  The  leading  Metliodists  of  \W*stern 
New  York  were  awake  to  what  was  i^oiug  on  in  different  localities,  and 
imagination  often  wandered  longingly  to  Chautauqua  lake  as  a  delightful 
place  for  a  future  camp-meeting  home. 

In  i>6^,  on  his  own  motion,  at  his  own  expense,  and  without  suggesting 
his  piir]x:)se  to  any  one,  the  writer  \-isited  the  famous  Round  Lake  camp 
ground,  on  which  T)r.  John  Inskip  was  then  holding  a  great  camp  meeting, 
largeK'  for  tlie  purpose  of  study  ing  the  situation,  as  an  aid  to  the  formation  of 
a  judgment  in  regard  to  tlie  desirabilit\-  of  securing  a  location  on  Chautau- 
(pia  lake  as  a  permanent  campground  for  the  accommodation  of  Western  Xew 
York,  \Yestern  Pennsylvania,  and  Northern  Ohio,  the  territory  covered  bv 
the  old  ICrie  conference.  He  found  Round  Lake  a  "  thing  of  beauty;  "  the 
cottages  were  tasty  and  elegant  ;  the  people  intelligent,  refmed  and  de\'out  ; 
and  a  higher  develoi^ment  of  humanity  he  had  never  met.  The  oldtime 
lu>spitality  of  tent  holders  had  ])een  superseded  b\'  boarding  tents,  and  all 
persons  enjoyed  the  pri\-ilege  of  ]xiying  their  own  way,  a  change  beneficial 
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for  all  parties.  The  week  following  our  return,  at  a  camp meetini^  liekl  at 
Dayton  in  Cattarau<^us  county,  arran^iL^enients  were  made  to  survey  the  shore 
of  Chautau«'[ua  lake,  select  the  most  desirable  locality,  and  make  a  purchase. 

Within  the  year  50  acres  were  jnirchased  at  I'airpoint/'  three  miles 
below  the  head  of  the  Lake  for  $in,nno.  A  charter  was  obi. lined  from  the 
X.  V.  Le,L;islature  and  a  Camp-meeliu}^  Association  ori^^ani/ed  with  i^ardius 
Steward,  Ivs(j.,  ]->resident.  Dr.  II.  II.  Moore.  \ire-presi(Knl,  and  Kcw  Henry 
Leslie,  secretar\'.  The  enterprise  was  placed  under  the  direelion  of  the  ICric 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  I^piscopal  church.  The  first  camp-meetiui^  was 
held  in  July,  1870.  The  noted  Dr.  and  ^Irs.  Palmer  were  present,  and 
i^reatly  aided  in  the  services.  The  camp-meetings  of  187 1  and  1872  were 
more  larsj^ely  attended,  distinj^uished  ministers  occupied  the  pulpit,  and  the 
exercises  were  fully  reported  in  the  Buffalo  dailies  and  the  county  press. 

At  the  camp-meeting  of  1873,  Dr.  John  H.  Vincent  and  Lewis  Miller  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  submitted  to  the  cam|>meeting  association  a  written  proposi- 
tion to  hold  on  the  ground  the  next  year  a  Sunday  School  Assend>ly  to 
continue  two  weeks,  and  their  request  was  granted.  The  scheme  of  instruc- 
tion indicated  that  it  had  received  much  thought  and  discussion.  It  pos- 
sessed so  few  camp-meeting  elements  that  evidently  it  was  a  new  scheme  of 
general,  but  especially  Biblical,  education.  That  a  camp-ground,  rather  than 
a  church  or  a  hall,  was  selected  as  the  most  suitable  place  for  carrying  for- 
ward this  complex  work  is  due  to  the  suggestions  of  President  Miller.  The 
mechanical  skill,  liberality,  and  broad  views  of  this  gentleman  had  appeared 
in  many  wa)  s,  and  es])ecially  in  the  erection  of  a  church  in  Akron,  which, 
as  far  as  known,  surpassed  all  others  in  its  conveniences  for  normal  class  and 
bible  class-work,  and  its  general  Sunday  school  arrangements — it  was  a  model 
often  copied  since.  The  M.  E.  Sunday  school  in  that  city,  under  his  super- 
intendency,  was  firmly  held  upon  the  front  line  of  the  advancing  times,  if 
not,  in  some  respects,  far  in  the  lead.  While  present  at  a  great  camp-meet- 
ing at  Canton,  O.,  in  1871  he  noticed  that  the  one  idea  of  evangelism  ])re- 
vaded  the  services,  and  it  was  clear  to  his  mind  that  this  order  of  services 
under  the  changed  conditions  of  the  country  was  not  to  continue  long. 
What  then  was  to  become  of  the  time-honored  camp-meeting.  Was  nature 
to  be  allowed  to  lend  its  inspiration  only  to  ball  pla\  sand  public  beer-gard- 
ens ?  All  that  remained  of  the  primitive  camp-meeting  where  churches 
abounded  seemed  to  be  the  hallowed  recollections  of  the  past,  and  the 
remaining  yearning  of  humanity  for  a  brief  term  of  life  in  thegro\  e — God's 
first  temple.'"  The  thought  entered  the  mind  of  Mr.  Miller  with  peculiar 
force  that  the  great  assemblage  before  him  could  be  handled, not  only  for  prayer, 
song,  and  preaching,  but  for  bible  study  and  for  general  literary  cidturc. 
He  saw  that  a  hundred  Akron  Sunday  schools  and  the  students  of  a  dozen 
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colleges  could  be  taught  on  a  first-class  modern  canip-ground  anything  that 
it  was  needful  for  them  to  know.  Was  this  merely  a  happy  thought,  or  was 
it  a  stroke  of  genius,  or  was  it  an  inspiration  from  on  high?  Or  was  Mr. 
Miller  tlie  agent  of  providence  for  the  further  evolution  of  the  primitive  camp- 
meeting,  by  broadening  its  scope  and  elevating  it  to  a  vastly  broader  if  not 
a  liigher  plane?  His  mind  felt  the  force  of  two  vast  ideas  ;  the  one  was  the 
preservation  of  outdoor  culture  of  an  unlimited  character  ;  the  other  the 
agency  of  the  grove  in  combining  recreation  with  the  culture  of  science,  litera- 
ture, and  religion.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  lover  of  nature,  and  studies  it  as  the  first 
edition  of  re\  elation.  In  the  open  air,  l)reathing  the  aroma  of  the  forest,  and 
listening  to  the  songs  of  the  birds,  he  feels  an  insj)iration  that  ne\'er  j)ene- 
trates  the  cell  of  the  monk,  nor  does  it  always  find  its  way  through  the 
stained-glass  windows  of  the  costly  temple. 

As  far  back  as  1S55,  Dr.  John  II.  \'incent,  now  a  bishop  of  the  Metho- 
dist Ivpiscopal  church,  then  the  |)astor  of  a  church  in  New  Jersey,  began  to 
break  over  the  bounds  of  vSunday-school  work,  and  make  large  additions  to 
its  range  of  instruct-ion.  He  had  been  engaged  in  this  work  for  iS  years, 
making  additions  and  improvements,  when  he  visited  the  Chautauqua  lake 
cam])-meeting  with  Mr.  Miller.  His  labors  had  been  characterized  by  patient 
and  exhaustive  thoroughness,  by  a  genius  for  system  and  organization,  and 
by  the  ceaseless  use  of  the  public  press.  He  had  preserved  thus  copies  of 
his  schemes,  courses  of  stud\-,  plans  of  organization,  examinations,  entertain- 
ments, diplomas  and  of  all  the  means  he  adopted  to  give  success  to  the  local 
cliurch  Sunday  school.  He  made  much  use  of object-lessons,''  such  as  dia- 
grams, niar>s,  charts,  morU  ls  and  other  scenic  re])resentations.  IC\'er  wt)rkiug 
at  the  l)ott<->m,  or  with  first  ])iinciples,  ])erj)etual  de\'elopinent  and  freshness 
were  the  result.  l\\-en  at  that  early  da\',  examinations,  j)ublic  exhibitions,  , 
promotions  and  diplomas  held  a  conspicuous  place  in  his  plans  of  study.  He 
became  early  a  recognized  leader  in  Sunday  school  work,  and  different  denom- 
inations adopted  his  metluxls.  His  own  denomination  attached  such  value 
to  them  that  he  .  was  detailed  to  travel  from  conference  to  conference,  and 
ex]X)und  the  new  swstem.  As  a  consequence  the  blackboard  and  amateur 
artists  were  soon  found  in  ever\-  Sunday-school  in  the  church.  As  early  as 
is6i  Dr.  Vincent  had  a  thoroughly  matured  scheme  of  general  instruction 
which  he  was  eager  to  give  to  tlie  church  and  the  world.  It  was  thus  set 
forth  : 

"  Why  might  not  the  state  conventions  appoint  a  summer  institute  in  the 
]>rineipal  cities,  to  continue  three  or  four  weeks,  taking  candidates  through 
the  couise  in  that  time?  We  are  sure  the  christian  families  of  those  cities 
would  o[)en  their  homes  to  the  country  teachers  for  that  length  of  time  as 
they  are  now  .so  often  opened  to  the  members  of  general  assemblies,  confer- 
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ences  and  conventions,  and  we  are  confident  that  no  hospitality  wonld  pay 
as  well  to  the  church.  With  competent  lecturers  and  instructors  what  moral 
power  nii<;ht  these  institutes  soon  wield  I — and  right  liberally  could  the  mana- 
gers and  lecturers  be  paid." 

Ivric  conft'rcnce  was  favored  with  a  visit  in  iS6S.  At  a  conk-renco  sun- 
dav-school  convention  held  in  Meadville  in  1.S69  Lewis  Miller  was  associated 
with  Mr.  Vincent.  His  mechanical  skill  was  noticeable  in  the  facility  with 
which  he  explained  the  Scriptures  by  throwing  diagrams  on  the  blackl)oard. 
When  in  1873  Dr.  Vincent  proposed  to  Mr.  Miller  the  project  of  holding  in 
his  model  church  at  Akron  a  "summer  institute"  of  some  three  or  four 
weeks,  taking  candidates  through  a  course  of  study  in  that  time,  on  the 
instant  Mr.  Miller  was  ready  with  an  answer.  We  can  do  better  ;  take  it 
to  a  camp-ground.  The  church  accommodates  hundreds,  the  cam})-ground 
thousands."  Dr.  \'incent  listened  to  Mr.  Miller's  forcil)le  arguments  nnd 
acquiesced  in  them.  It  was  made  apparent  by  them  that  the  grove  was  none 
too  roomy  for  the  free  handling  of  the  new  .and  great  ideas,  nor  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  multitude  which  would  be  eager  to  receive  them. 
After  can\'assing  ever\'  state  in  the  natitui  it  \yas  found  that  Cliautau«iua  was 
the  most  desiral)le  place  for  establishing  the  new  enter])rise. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Chautaucpia  system  of  poj>ular  education  Lewis 
Miller  has  served  as  j^resident  from  the  ])eginning,  and  has  ne\er  had  a  com- 
petitor, and  no  one  has  ever  thought  that  the  ofHce  of  chancellor  could  be 
filled  l)y  any  but  IJishop  Vincent.  These  offices  are  recogni/.ed  in  the 
by-laws  as  equal.  From  the  first.  Bishop  \'inccnt  and  Mr.  Miller  have  been 
co-ordinate  in  the  administration.  When  they  came  together  for  counsel  in 
1873  two  deep  and  wide  streams  of  thought  met,  and,  though  retaining  their 
individual  characteristics,  they  mingled  together  and  formed  a  mighty  river 
whicli  alread)'  has  greatly  stirred  and  enriched  the  world  of  thought. 
"Chautauqua"  is  not  simi)ly  a  town,  a  place,  a  lake,  a  summer  cit\',  a  sum- 
mer meeting; — it  is  an  uprising,  a  new  departure,  creating  an  all-the-year- 
round  system  of  popular  home-study,  through  self-help  and  local  corres]'>on- 
dence  aids.  It  is  the  mother  of  all  the  "  ChautaiKpias  "  and  of  all  the  differ- 
ent summer  meetings  held.  These  "  Chautauquas"  iiiay  l)e  found  in  nearly 
every  state  of  the  Union,  in  England,  on  the  C(^ntinent,  in  Asia  and  in  Africa. 
The  Chautauqua  movement  ma\'  be  seen,  in  its  fund.imeiitai  ideas^  wherever 
instruction  and  recreation  are  coml)ined  in  summer  outings,  as  at  Xorthfield, 
Mass.,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody,  in  the  University  Extension 
Summer  School  at  Philadelphia,  at  the  Roman  Catholic  Chautauqua  ou 
Lake  Champlain,  and  the  summer  meetings  at  Oxford  and  in  Switzerland. 
What  are  the  basal  elements  of  this  Chautauqua  movement  ?  i.  It  involves 
systematic  instruction  iu  various  forms  for  out-of-school  people,  chiefly  by 
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lectures,  class-work  and  individual  correspondence.  2.  Its  work  is  intended 
especially  for  adults,  recojj^nizinj:;^  the  ability  of  mature  minds,  for  whose 
direction  no  provision  has  been  made  to  use  its  advantaj^es.  Such  people 
need  assistance  as  much  as  children.  Under  its  influence  their  children  at 
home  will  receive  more  perfect  school  cooperation.  This  system  of  instruct- 
in<^  mature  minds  is  also  helpful  to  the  <j;eneral  cause  of  education,  as  it 
ensures  a  lon^^^er  attendance  at  public  and  hi^^h  schools,  and  sends  a  lari^er 
number  of  youui^  ]3cople  to  seminaries  and  colle<^es.  3.  The  Chautauqua 
movement  increases  church  inlluence  by  sanctifying^  what  are  called  the 
secularicies of  life,  increasinj^  the  teaching  power  of  the  church,  promot- 
ing Bible  stud)',  normal  work  for  the  preparation  of  teachers,  and  enlists  the 
laity  in  educational  work,  guaranteeing  more  sympathy  and  more  financial 
aid  in  the  promotion  of  the  higher  education.  4.  The  silent  influence  of 
Chautau(|ua  in  its  out-of-doors  fellowship  and  recreation,  especially  where 
various  members  of  a  single  family  are  permitted  to  enjoy  it  together,  is 
great  and  salutary.  In  America,  where  our  style  of  life  is  so  hurried  and 
distracting,  and  youth  enters  the  arena  so  early,  and  parents  and  children  are 
so  little  together,  the  best  results  follow  where  the  members  of  a  family  can 
find  a  common  interest  for  a  few  weeks  in  varied  occupations  of  a  domestic 
character.  5.  Chautauqua  fulfills  a  beautiful  spiritual  mission  by  promoting 
unit\'  of  life,  neutralizing  the  materialistic  and  avaricious  tendencies  of  the 
times  by  the  infusion  of  higher  and  more  enduring  thoughts,  and  by  the 
enrichment  of  ordinary  life  through  courses  of  good  reading  perused  s}-ste- 
matically  by  plain,  hardworking  people.  Intelligence  exalts  religion,  people 
find  life  more  interesting  as  conscience  becomes  its  supervising  element,  and 
the  church  as  the  advocate  and  representative  of  religion  is  elevated. 

Chautauqua  as  it  is,  is  not  a  sudden  mushroom  growth,  but  the  result  of 
varied  experience,  much  thought  and  the  ex[)enditure  of  large  sums  of  money. 
In  the  purchase  of  grounds,  public  and  private  buildings,  and  the  cost  of 
holding  assemblies  more  than  $2,000,000  have  1)een  expended.  iJishop  Vin- 
cent lias  been  engaged  in  teaching,  preaching,  and  devising  schemes  for  the 
better  education- and  culture  of  the  laboring  classes  since  he  was  fifteen.  At 
the  beginning  of  his  pastoral  life  he  organized  in  his  churches  classes  for 
Biblical,  archeological  and  normal  study.  He  held,  in  Illinois,  the  first  sun- 
day-school  institute,  and  organized  the  first  sunda\'-school  normal  class  in 
America.  He  de\-ised  and  published  the  system  of  lessons  which  has  become 
international,  and,  as  earh'  as  1856,  prepared  a  scheme  for  personal  reading 
and  study  by  which  adults  out  of  school  and  in  business  might  pursue  a 
course  of  reading  covering  the  college  curriculum.  He  also  provided  for  a 
scheme  of  uut-o!"-sehool  ministerial  education,  now  more  full)'  realized  in  the 
Cha\itauqua  vSchool  of  Theology  and  the  ''Itinerants  Club,"  which  is  becom- 
ing so  popular  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.    The  Cliautaucpia  of 
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today  is  tlic  cinbodiinciit  of  all  this  tlioiii;lit  and  labor  and  all  these  lon^; 
years  of  experience.  The  best  part  of  two  j^reat  lives  has  been  j^ix'en  to 
Chantanqna. 

We  have  endeavored  to  assign  to  President  Miller  and  Chancellor  \'incent 
only  tlieir  ]>rn]K'r  relation  to  Chanlancpia,  and  we  sinij)h'  wish  to  add  that  the 
Chantan(pia  scheme  of  education  was  orij^inal  with  them,  that  they  were 
withont  precedents  as  guides,  that  they  were  without  experience,  that  the 
enterprise  involved  the  expenditnre  of  lari;e  sums  of  money,  and  that  personal 
financial  retnrns  were  ont  of  the  qnestion.  - 

]\Irs.  Iiishop  Vincent  by  her  observation  and  nnobtrnsive  connsel  has  done 
innch  for  the  <;rowth  and  development  of  Cliantancpia.  Iler  few  words  spoken 
as  the  resnlt  of  a  calm  judgment,  have  often  curried  conviction  to  one  who 
who  had  the  authority  to  make  them  effective. 

There  is  a  common  error  afloat  that  Chautauqua  has  very  much  changed 
since  its  ince})tion.  While  this  is  true  concernini;^  the  plnsical  Chautau(pia 
and  the  enlari^ement  and  j)r()sperity  of  the  institution,  and  also  concerning 
the  variety  of  departments  to  which  the  Chautau(pia  idea  and  impulse  have 
been  api)lied,  the  aims,  standards,  })rinciples  and  methods  have  not  been 
changed.  It  is  today  what  it  was  in  i<^73.  The  Assembly  was  never  a  camp- 
meeting.  It  was  never  a  popular  convention.  Its  earliest  work  was  educa- 
tional. The  Assend)ly  began  as  a  ''school," — not  as  a  "conference.''  It 
took  the  highest  possible  stand  at  the  start  as  an  instituti(Mi  for  "  training'' — 
for  training  by  the  best  instructors;  it  aimed  at  the  highest  standards;  it 
adopted  the  most  advanced  methods.  That  the  general  subjects  for  the  first 
years  were  chieHy  biblical  and  ecclesiastical,  and  that  the  innnediate  object 
was  the  im})rovement  as  educational  institutions  of  the  L^imil}'  and  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  the  organization  of  special  Church  classes,  does  not  affect 
the  fact  that  the  very  highest  educational  processes  were  then  employed.  It 
is  the  glory  of  Chautauqua  that  it  applied  to  a  long  neglected  field  of  educa- 
tional op]>ortunity  the  most  thorough,  radical  and  advanced  educational  prin- 
cij^les  and  methods.  And  these  were  not  new  ideas  to  the  Chautaiujua  man- 
agement. They  were  but  the  continuance  in  the  open  air  and  under  the 
trees  of  methods  which  had  been  in  use  in  other  spheres  of  activity  by  those 
who  made  Chautauqua  what  it  is.  The  addition  of  the  ''  Teachers'  Retreat," 
the  "  vSchool  of  Languages,"  Classes- in  vScience  and  rhilo.;o])hy,  lyccture 
Courses  in  Literature  and  History,  etc.,  was  not  a  new  departure  in  any  essen- 
tial feature  from  the  original  Chautauqua  Assembly.  The  educational  spirit, 
ideals,  and  apparatus,  were  present  from  the  beginning.  All  the  detailed 
plans  of  the  "  University  Extension  movement "  for  example,  were  in  use  at 
Chautauqua  in  1873,  the  very  year  when  this  movenient,  unknown  to  the 
Chautauqua  leaders,  began  in  England.    The  study  of  the  official  reports  for 
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1873,  1874,  and  1875,  and  of  the  AsscDibly  Herald^  published  first  in  '76, 
will  confirm  the  high  educational  character  of  the  Chautauqua  movement 
from  its  first  day. 

During  the  first  year,  (1874)  there  were  held  under  able  management 
"  normal  classes,"  ^'  institute  and  normal  class  conductors'  converzasioni ;  " 
"sections"  for  the  training  of  teachers  in  primary,  intermediate  senior,  and 
normal  classes,  with  snj)crintendents' and  pastors'  sections  "  also.  vStudics 
in  the  models  of  Palestine  and  the  Jewish  tabernacle  were  conducted.  A 
com])etiti\e  written  exauiination,  entered  into  by  two  hundred  j)ersons,  was 
held  on  the  last  da\'.  The  popular  lectures  were  of  the  highest  character, 
by  distinguished  men  representing  several  denominations.  In  1S75  the 
School  of  Languages  developed.  A  Hebrew  class  of  forty  members  was 
organized  under  the  direction  of  the  venerated  Dr.  S.  M.  Vail,  of  Boston.  In 
'76  a  Scientific  Conference,  with  a  series  of  brilliant  lectures,  was  held. 
The  class  in  Hebrew  and  a  class  in  New  Testament  Greek  were  admirably 
sustained  throughout  the  Session  of  1876.  In  1879  the  formal  opening  of 
the  Chautauqua  Normal  School  of  Languages,  and  of  the  Chautauqua 
Teachers'  Retreat  took  place.  The  professors  in  the  Scliool  of  Languages 
were  Prof.  Timayenis,  of  the  Hellenic  Institute,  New  York,  in  Greek  ;  Miss 
Emma  M.  Hall,  of  the  Detroit  High  School,  in  Latin  ;  Prof  J.  H.  Worman,  of 
the  Adelplii  Academy,  in  German  ;  Prof.  A.  LaLande,  of  the  Sauveur  vScliool 
of  Languages,  in  P'rench  ;  Dr.  S.  M.  \'ail,  in  Hebrew  ;  Dr.  James  Strong,  of 
Drew  Theological  vSeminary,  in  New  Testament  Greek  ;  Prof  Pernliard 
^laimon,  of  the  ( )riental  Institute,  Chicago,  in  Oriental  Languages  ;  Prof  A. 
S.  Cook,  of  Rutgers  College,  in  Anglo-Saxon.  The  teachers  in  1879  in  the 
"  Teachers'  Retreat  "  were  such  men  as  Prof  Phelps,  of  Minnesota,  Prof. 
Atkinson,  of  Poston,  Dr.  Joseph  Alden,  of  Albany,  Dr.  John  Hancock,  of 
Dayton,  (Jhio,  with  others.  The  work  of  the  School  of  Languages  was  of 
the  highest  character,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  many  eminent  educators. 
It  increased  in  efilciency  and  power.  Dr.  Vail  continued  in  charge  of  the 
Hebrew  in  iSSo,  Rabbi  Nathan  Noah,  of  New  York,  in  1881.  Prof.  \V.  D. 
McClintock  took  the  place  of  Prof  A.  S.  Cook,  in  Anglo-Saxon.  Psychol- 
og\-  and  pedagog\',  geography,  kindergarten,  industrial  education,  elocution, 
gymnastics,  clay  modelling,  first  lessons  in  art,  were  sustained  during  this 
season  in  an  able  manner  by  foremost  representatives.  The  work  of  the 
School  of  Languages  in  1882  was  very  successful.  "Advanced  Hebrew," 
"  I'rench  receptions,"  "German  campfire,"  "Latin  and  Greek  symposium," 
were  new  features.  In  1883  Prof.  Worman  continued  in  charge  of  the 
German,  Prof  LaLande  of  the  French,  Prof  Henry  Lummis  of  Greek, 
Prof  E.  S.  Shumway,  of  Rutgers  College,  of  Latin,  and  Prof  \V.  D. 
McClintock,  of  Anglo-Saxon. 
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The  Chautauqua  system  of  education  has  grown  to  the  following  dimen 
sions : 

'  (a)  Tlic  Collc^'C  of  Liberal  Arts.  f 

(b)  The  Teachers'  Retreat,  ( re«lagogicnl ) 
i  (c)  Schools  of  Sacred  Literature. 


Summer 
Study. 


(d)  Schools  of  Music. 

(e)  School  of  Physical  Culture. 

(f)  Classes  for  the  entire  season. 


Drawing  and  Tainling.  i 
China  DcroratioJi  antl  Tapestry  rainting. 
Industrial  Drawing. 
Sloyd  and  Clay  ^Modeling. 
Ivlocution  and  Oratory. 
Kindergarten  Xonnal  Training. 
Shorthand  and  Typewriting. 
Wood-carving.  Cookery. 
Piano  Lessons.  ()rgan  Lessons. 

Violin  Lessons.  Law  courses. 

Delsarte  Culture.  Business  Fonus, 

Amateur  Photography. 


(g)  Assembly  Classes.  J 


Girls'  club. 
Women's  club. 


(h)  University  Kxtcjuion  Lecture  courses. 


IVee  Kindergarten. 
Little  People's  liible-Class. 
Boys'  and  Girls'  Class. 
Boys'  Mock-Congress, 
Political  Economy  Club. 
Sundav-scliool  Normal  class. 


German  clul). 
IVench  club. 


HOMK 
Rkad- 

ING 
AND 

vStudy. 


I '"our- Years*  course. 
Advanced  courses. 

(a)  Cliautau(iua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle.      J  Chnstian  Endeavor  course. 

(b)  Chautaucpia  Extension  lectures.  Vesper  Reading  Circle. 

(c)  Teachers'  Reading  Union.    '        "  Spare-Minute  course. 

(d)  Young  Peoples'  Reading  Union. 
(  e )  Political  Economy  and  vSocial  Science  clubs. 

(f )  vSociety  of  Pine  Arts. 

(g)  School  of  Phot()gra]>liy. 

(h)  School  of  liusiness. 

( i )  Chautauqua  Normal  I'nion. 
( j  )  Chautau(iua  Corres])ondence  College, 
(k)  Correspondence  School  of  Theology. 

l{  \  )  University  Extension  lectures. 

The  "summer  city,"  Chautauqua,  occupying  a  wcll-wooded,  naturally 
terraced  land  at  a  beautiful  point  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Chautauqua, 
contains  more  than  500  artistic  and  attractive  cottages,  a  large  and  well- 
equipped  hotel,  an  amphitheater  elegant  in  form  and  of  immense  proportions, 
costing  $20,000,  and  many  other  public  buildings  u.sed  for  public  exercises, 
lectures  and  recitations.  A  large  model  of  Palestine  and  a  miniature  repre- 
sentation of  modern  Jerusalem,  both  recently  renovated,  are  among  the 
peculiar  attractions.  The  streets  and  parks  are  well  laid  out,  and  the  work 
of  paving  the  principal  thoroughfares  is  now  going  on.  In  dry  weather 
water  sprinklers  are  in  us^  all  the  day.    The  water  supply  is  pure  and  abund- 
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ant,  tiie  sanitation  excellent  and  the  climate  generally  co<5l  and  invigorating. 
$20,000  lias  been  expended  in  sewerage.  It  may  be  described  as  a  city  where 
municipal  functions  are  extended  beyond  the  usual  point,  and  include  free 
public  instruction  and  entertainment.  This  expense  is  defra\'ed  by  a  system 
of  taxation  which  falls  upon  all  within  the  town,  however  brief  the  term  of 
citizenship.  The  tribute,  instead  of  being  collected  from  house  to  house,  is 
exackil  at  the  city  gales. 

The  Chautau(iua  Reading  Circle. —  i.  A  definite  course  covering  four 
years,  and  including  History,  Literature,  Science,  etc.  2.  vSpecified  x'olumes 
aj^prox  ed  by  the  et)unse]()rs.  Many  of  the  books  are  s])eciall>*  ])re])ared  for 
the  pnr])()se.  3.  Allotment  of  time.  The  reading  is  a])portioned  ])>•  the  week 
and  nu)nth,  4.  A  nujuthl)'  magazine  with  additional  readings,  notes,  and 
general  literature.  5.  A  membership  book,  containing  suggestions  for  read- 
ing, re\-iew  outlines,  and  other  aid.  6.  Indi\-idual  readers,  no  matter  how 
isolated,  may  ha\e  all  the  |)ri\'i,leges.  7.  Local  circles  may  be  formed  by 
tliree  or  more  memlKTs  for  mutual  aid  and  encouragement.  8.  The  time 
re(]uired  is  from  fort\-  minutes  to  an  hour  a  day  ft)r  ten  months.  9.  Certifi- 
cates are  gi  anteil  at  .the  end  of  Tour  )-ears  to  all  who  comi>lete  the  course. 
10.  Ad\  anced  courses,  for  eontinuvd  reading  in  special  lines — Histor\',  Litera- 
ture, etc.  II.  Pedagogical  course  for  secular  teachers.  12.  Young  IV-oples' 
Kcx^uling  Cour>e  to  stimulate  the  reading  of  good  literature  by  the  >  oung. 

ll"me  v^tu(l\-  of  The  Chautaucpia  College. — i.  Correspondence  instruction 
is  olTeied  in  Latin,  (iicek,  iMcnch,  (lerman,  hjiglish,  .Mathematics,  Psy- 
chology, I'leouomies,  llistoiy,  Ph\sical  vScience,  <ieo]o;.;y,  and  lU^tany.  2. 
The  instiuetois  are  professor>  in  well-known  colleges  and  uni\-ersities.  3. 
]uich  coinse  is  e({ui\aleut  to  the  amoun.t  of  work  expected  of  a  resident  stu- 
dent in  a  school  \  ear,  4.  The  time  required  is  about  ten  hours  per  week  for 
eacli  course.  5.  Thirty-two  lessons  sheets  are  sent  at  frecjueiit  intervals  to 
the  student  wlio  fills  them  out  and  returns  them  for  correcticni  and  comment. 
6.  The  examinations  are  rigidl)-  su))er\  ised  b}'  a  local  examiner.  Depart- 
ment of  TlieologA. — The  same  ])lan  of  corres])ondence  instruction  is  a])plied 
to  the  stu(l\-  of  Hel)rew,  Oreek,  Church  Hist(jr\',  Plomiletics,  etc.  Ihiiver- 
sit}'  ]{.\tension. — The  Chautaucpia  College  aids  in  establishing  local  lectures 
for  universit)'  instruction,  working  in  cooperation  with  assemblies,  local  cir- 
cles, college  centers,  etc. 

vSummer  Lectures. — Lecture  Cour.ses  on  Literature,  History,  I^cono- 
nn'cs,  Art,  etc.  li  The  l/nix'ersity-Ivxtensicjn  model  is  largel\-  followed. 
Printed  syllabuses,  "  (juizzes,''  and  prize  examinations  are  features  of  the 
]>lan.  Pres<.nt-I)a\-  To])ics  in  Sociolog)',  Cjo\-erment,  Ivlucation,  Reform, 
ect.,  are  discu>sed  b\-  pr»»uiinent  speakers.  .  Sermons  are  preached  e\'ery 
vSunday  by  leading  ministers  of  all  denominations.  Illustrated  Lec- 
tures on  Travel,  Art,  and  Science.    Music  of  a  liigh  grade,  including 
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piano  and  organ  recitals,  orchestral  and  vocal  concerts,  analytical  talks 
on  nnisic,  and  biographical  lectnres  on  the  great  composers.  Dramatic 
readings  and  recitations  by  noted  interpreters  and  elocnlionists.  Well- 
known  anthors  give  readings  from  their  own  works.  Recreation  is  provided 
in  the  form  of  light  entertainments,  ont-door  sports  and  contests,  tableanx, 
illnminations,  fireworks,  spelling  and  pronniiciation  matches. 

Snnimer  Stndy  at  Chautancpia  (Jnly-Angnst.)— The  Chantancjua  College 
offers  snmmer  conrses  in  all  the  snbjects  tanght  l^y  correspondence.  The 
instrnctors  are  from  Yale,  Johns  Hopkins,  Michigan,  etc.  The  work  is  thor- 
ongh.  The  Pedagogical  Department  (Teachers'  Retreat)  is  nnder  the  direct- 
ion of  Prof.  \V.  Tv.  riervey,  of  New  York,  assisted  b\- a  corps  of  ;d)le  teachers. 
The  Pedagogical  principles  and  their  practical  ai")])lication  are  careful h'  taught. 
The  School  of  music  })rovides  courses  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  music, 
class  drill,  lectures,  etc.  vSchools  of  vSacred  Literature  offer  Pil)lical  courses 
in  the  originals  and  in  Knglish  under  the  foremost  scholars  of  the  country. 
The  Sunday  vSchool  Normal  is  a  training  school  for  vSunday-school  U-achers 
in  ]>ilde  stud\',  teaching  methods  and  school  organization.  P>oys'  and  (lirls' 
Classes  give  instruction  in  IJible  History,  (ieography  and  Oriental  Customs. 
The  vSchool  of  Phy  sical  Culture  gives  comi)lete  bodily  training  after  the  most 
imj)r<)\-ed  methods,  in  a  new,  ])erfecth"  (itted  g\-muasium.  Miscellaneous 
Classes  gi\e  instruction  in  Art,  ]Clc^cuti(ni,  Wood  Carving,  Phc»nograi)liy, 
Photography,  Penmanship,  etc. 

(jovernment  of  the  Chautaucpui  vSystem. — Lewis  Miller,  president  ;  John 
H.  \'incent,  chancellor  ;  W.  A.  Duncan,  secretary  ;  li.  A.  vSkinner,  treasurer  ; 
W.  R.  Harper,  ]~)rincipal  ;  G.  ,  K.  \'incent,  \-ice-princi]>al.  Chief  office  of 
instruction,  John  H.  \'incent,  455  P^anklin  street,  lUiftalo,  X.  Y.  Assembly 
Trustees. — John  P)rown,  Chicago,  111.  ;  iMank  D.  Carle\-,  New  York  ;  Wm. 
^I.  Clark,  Liberty,  Ind.  ;  W.  A.  Duncan,  vSyracuse,  N.  Y.  ;  W.  L.  Dunn,  Alle- 
gheny, Pa.  ;  H.  G.  Dusenbury,  Portville,  N.  Y.  ;  J.  T.  ICdwards,  McDouough, 
Md.  ;  C.  D.  iMrestone,  Columbus,  O.  ;  J.  C.  Gifford,  Westfield,  X.  Y.  ;  li, 
M.  Hukill,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  H.  A.  ^Lassey,  Toronto,  Out.;  Lewis  Miller, 
Akron,  O.  ;  Robert  Miller,  Cant(jn,  ().  ;  H.  H.  Moore,  Chautauqua,  X.  Y.  ; 
E.  Ocumpaugh,  Rcjchester,  X.  Y.  ;  X.  I.  Rul)inkam,  Chicago,  111.;  W.  H. 
Short,  Youngsville,  Pa.  ;  Iv.  A.  vSkinner,  Westfield,  X.  Y.  ;  Jesse  vSmitli, 
Titusville,  Pa.  ;  Clem  vStudebaker,  vS(mth  liend,  Ind.  ;  Wm.  Thomas, 
Meadville,  Pa.;  John  II.  \'incent,  liufialo,  X.  Y.  ;  \Y.  G.  Williams, 
Columbus,  O. 

While  it  is  expected  that  President  ]\Iiller\s  vigilance  and  care  for  Chau- 
tauquan's  interest  will  be  ubiquitous,  Chancellor  \'incent,  as  superintendent 
of  instruction  in  the  public  exercises,  has  ever  stood  at  the  helm.  Farragut 
never  felt  more  at  home  on  tlie  deck  of  the  Wabash  than  does  Dr.  \'incent 
on  the  Chautauqua  platform.    He  seems  there  to  have  found^one  of  the  most 
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fitting  spheres  in  which  he  was  born  to  act.  In  the  ease  and  grace  with 
which  lie  manages  a  Chautauqua  assemblage  we  see  on  the  one  hand  the 
power  to  rule,  and  on  the  other  intelligence  and  culture.  His  grave  or  face- 
tious introduction  of  public  speakers  have  ever  been  regarded  as  models  of 
appropriateness  and  taste.  He  knows  exactly  what  to  say  of  each  speaker 
and  never  says  too  much.  After  his  presentation  speaker  and  audience  know 
each  other  and  both  are  at  ease.  He  has  frequently  occu]Med  the  platform 
as  a  lecturer,  1)ut  it  is  generally  recognized  that  as  a  lecturer  he  is  seldom  at 
his  best  except  at  a  vesper  service  in  the  Hall  of  Philosophy.  He  is  always 
calm,  self-possessed  yet  enthusiastic,  brilliant  and  the  people  catch  his  spirit. 

The  public  lectures  have  covered  a  wide  field  of  literature,  theology, 
bibical  exegesis,  philosopln',  psychology,  anthropology  and  the  practical 
affairs  of  life.  Some  of  the  most  scholarly  and  eloquent  men  of  Europe  and 
America  have  occupied  the  platform — Faibani,  Mahaffy,  Druniniond,  Gougli, 
Talmage,  Deems,  Phillips  P>rooks,  John  Hall,  ten  ^lethodist  bishops  and 
others  of  equal  ability. 

The  out-door  facilities  for  study  and  recreation,  conceived  by  Mr.  Miller 
on  the  Canton  camp-ground  have  become  a  practical  reab'ty  before  his  eyes. 
Retaining  its  devout  and  s]-)iritual  element,  the  grove  has  vastly  enlarged 
the  scope  of  its  practical  influence.  So  great  has  been  the  change  from  camp- 
meeting  work  that  apparently  an  Assembly  is  an  original  and  new  institu- 
tion. A  peculiar  educational  force  here  appeared  whose  possibilities  are 
practically  limitless.  The  i»rimiti\'e  cami)nieetiiig  b\'  a  sudden  apotheosis 
has  broadened  into  a  vast  realm  of  vSunda\'-school  and  cliurcli  work,  liberal 
arts,  liternture,  science  and  philosopln'.  An  assembh'  is  a  new  craft, 
embarked  upon  a  sea  on  which  sail  had  never  been  spread  before.  P)Ut  with 
the  conviction  that  religion  and  science  are  closely  blended  parts  of  our  great 
realm  of  truth,  and  that  both  could  be  prosecuted  in  harmony  as  different 
departments  of  Chautauqua  work,  the  founders  have  held  steadily  to  their 
first  idea. 

At  the  second  Assembly,  Dr.  Doremas  with  an  extensive  chemical  appa- 
ratus was  brouglit  from  New  York  to  Chautauqua  at  an  expense  of  more 
than  <i,ooo,  and,  in  the  course  of  ten  lectures  on  physics,  chemistry,  physi- 
ology, etc.,  it  became  apparent,  not  only  that  a  laboratory  could  be  set  up  and 
worked  in  the  grove,  but  that  thousands  of  the  "  common  people  would  be 
present  to  see  what  was  done  and  hear  what  was  said.  To  this  day  the  sub- 
stance of  those  lectures  is  remembered,  and  from  that  time  the  vast  possibil- 
ities of  Chautau(|ua  have  not  been  speculative  questions,  but  settled  realities. 
Chautauqua  is,  then,  an  embodiment  of  science,  literature,  theology,  Bible 
study,  recreation,  rest,  health,  religious  devotion.  Christian  activity  and 
social  life  ;  each  department  conducted  by  accomplished  specialists  in  the 
open  air,  amidst  the  inspirations  of  the  scenes  of  nature. 
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Chautauqua  is  distiuctivcly  a  relif^ious  place  in  the  l^roadest  sense  of  tlie 
word,  wliich  embraces  the  hi<^hest  pliysical,  mental,  and  spiritual  develop- 
ment of  man.  It  is  not  under  the  control  of  any  one  reli^^^ious  body,  is 
thorou<;hly  non-sectarian,  and  meml^crs  of  all  churches  meet  on  a  level  of 
respect  and  esteem.  Religious  differences  are  for  the  most  part  ignored. 
Every  Sunday  the  sermon  is  preached  by  a  man  well-known  in  his  own 
cliurch,  and  thus  in  one  summer  several  different  denominations  are  repre- 
sented. vSeveral  churches  have  clubhouses  for  strictly  social  i)urposes,  but, 
with  occasional  exceptions,  all  unite  in  common  services.  This  character- 
istic of  Chautauqua  life  is  a  source  of  no  little  wonder  to  guests  from  Eng- 
land and  the  continent.  Prof.  J.  P.  Mahaffy,  of  Dublin,  when  he  visited  the 
Assembly,  said  he  expected  to  see  an  ecclesiastical  '  bear-garden,'  but 
found  *a  happy  family.'" 

It  is. twenty  years  since  the  first  Assembly  was  held,  and  its  scheme  of 
education  is  well  before  the  world.  Its  progeny  of Chautauquas,''  number- 
ing about  sixty,  have  become  conspicuous  elements  of  civilization.  It  good- 
naturedly  profits  by  the  criticisms  of  the  incredulous,  and  what  future  evo- 
lution may  make  of  it  can  be  seen  only  b\  the  vision  of  a  seer. 

Woman  has  taken  great  part  in  the  work  and  development  of  Chautau- 
qua. At  the  first  Assembly  I'rances  E.  Willard  graced  its  platform  and 
spoke  earnestly  in  the  cause  of  temperance.  vSince  then  she  has  frequently 
been  heard  and  her  popularity  and  influence  has  increased.  Mary  A,  Liver- 
more  has  often  packed  the  Amphitheater,  and  her  broad,  statesman-like 
views  of  social  and  national  questions  received  the  closest  attention  from  the 
best  minds  present.  Susan  B.  Anthony  has  eloquently  pleaded  the  cause  of 
woman  suffrage.  Mrs.  Emily  Huntington  Miller,  the  widow  of  Lewis  Mil- 
ler's half-brother,  is  a  thorough  going -Chautauquan.  She  is  a  small  woman 
of  gentle  manners,  bright,  original  and  sparkling,  with  practical  ideas,  and 
full  of  energy.  vShe  has  charge  of  the  Woman's  Club."  Mrs.  (i.  R.  Alden, 
another  thoroughly  womanly  woman,"  holds  an  honorable  place  in  the 
annals  of  Chautauqua.  She  is  a  voluminous  writer,  and  four  or  five  of  her 
books  are  founded  upon  life  at  Chautauqua.  vShe  was  a  successful  teacher 
of  teachers  of  primary  classes.  It  ma\'  be  said  of  Mrs.  Annie  Kellogg,  that, 
'*  though  dead,  she  "yet  speaketh."  P.eing  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  at  her  death,  her  ;on,  James  II.  Kel- 
logg, of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  erected  at  Chautauqua  as  her  monument  a  capacious 
Hall  with  pointed  towers,  to  be  used  in  carrying  forward  different  kinds  of 
Chautauqua  work.  It  has  three  stories  with  several  capacious  halls  and  is 
richly  finished  in  hard  wood.  The  most  elegant  room  is  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union.  The  name  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
Webb  Hayes,  as  for  a  time  the  first  lady  of  the  nation,  and  as  a  high  official 
in  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  should  perhaps  lead  the  list 
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of  the  excellent  women  whose  presence  and  inflnence  at  Chautauqua  have 
done  much  to  i^ive  character  to  the  place. 

The  vSchool  of  Cookery  has  been  regarded  by  the  Chautauqua  managers 
as  one  of  its  most  useful  and  important  departments  ;  it  has  been  largely 
attended,  many  of  the  |)upils  are  the  first  ladies  of  the  land.  This  popularity 
has  been  largely  due  to  the  skill  and  attractiveness  of  Mrs.  Kmnia  P.  Jvwing. 
As  a  k'ctuivr  slic  is  inlc-lligcnt,  clear,  Ijrcezy  and  interesting.  vSlic  has  had 
her  assistants,  1)ut  no  ri\al  has  entered  the  field.  ]\Irs.  Coleman  K.  liishop, 
was  permitted  to  introduce  at  Chautauqua  that  form  of  physical  culture 
known  as  ])e''sarte.  Iler  motto  is  lu?onomy  in  the  use  of  nerve  force.'' 
She  teaches  us  to  ])e  free,  U)  rest,  to  be  at  ease,  and  saves  a  ruinous  expendi- 
ture of  vitality.     ]\[rs.  liishop  can  teach  her  science,  lecture  on  it,  or  act  it. 

Mrs.  IJishop  has  made  the  Delsarte  system  of  ph\'sical  culture  one  of  the 
conspicuous  departments  of  Chautauqua  work.  Mrs.  McClintock,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  was  educated  at  Millersburgh  College  and  at  Wellesley,  is  now  pro- 
fessor at  Wells  College,  Aurora,  X.  V.,  and  theonl\'  female  professor  at  Chau- 
tauqua. vShe  makes  a  specialty  of  Anglo-vSaxon  with  reference  to  English, 
iind  teaches  ])honolog\-  and  grammar.  It  is  said  her  i)upils  read  1,200  lines 
of  lieowulf  during  the  six  weeks  of  the  Assembly,  as  much  as  ordinary  stu- 
dents acconij^lish  in  the  regular  college  year.  Mrs.  McClintock  is  an  enthus- 
iast in  her  well  done  work.  The  amiable  and  ex])ressive  face  of  Mrs,  I'rank 
I'eard  is  lamiliar  to  all  (»]d  Chautaucjuans.  vShe  is  much  prized  as  a  lecturer 
on  the  poets  and  jxjetry.  She  excels  in  the  decorative  art,  and  is  in  demand 
on  Recognition  and  other  great  days  when  the  Amphitheater  must  be  at 
its  best. 

At  the  Missionary  Institutes  Mrs.  Cunningham,  Mrs.  Milton  Bailey,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Sessions,  and  others  have  taken  a  cons]>icnous  part.  Woman's  work 
in  the  mission  field  has  received  special  attention.  Miss  Landfear  is  a 
teacher  in  llie  Huguenot  vSeminar\',  Wellington,  Cai)e  Colony,  vSouth 
Africa.  vShe  has  tra\eled  much  in  vSoutli  Africa,  and  through  her  influence 
a  well-organized  "  Chautaucpia was  established  at  Cape  Colony.  Her  visit 
to  Chautau(ina  was  to  gather  information  for  her  work  among  the  ignorant 
peo])le  of  Cape  Colony. 

Dr.  Je^^e  L.  Ilurlburt,  president;  A.M.Martin,  general  secretary,  and 
IMiss  Kate  V.  Kimball,  secretary,  ha\  e  been_  special  agents  in  making  efficient 
the  Chautaiupia  IJterary  and  vScientific  Circle.  With  energy  and  ability 
Miss  Kind)all  directs  20  assistants,  controls  ;'>3o,ooo  per  annum  of  Assembly 
funds,  and  answers  a])out  50,000  letters.  Her  books  show  the  exact 
standing  of  the  200,000  readers  belonging  to  the  circle,  and  her  annual 
reports  are  m^xlels. 

Other  nan.ies  have  figured  in  the  history  and  growth  of  Chautauqua.  A. 
K.  Warren  was  secretary  and  superintendent  of  grounds  for  seven  years. 
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Dnrini;  that  tiinc  were  built  the  ChiUhxMis'  Temple,  the  Museum,  the  Hall  of 
I*hil()s<))>ln- and  the  Hotel  Atheuieuui,  aud  ele\en  miles  ofdrivewa^s  laid  out. 
Dr.  W.  W.  Wythe  coustrueted  the  miuiature  Talestiue  aud  Jerusaleui.  lu 
1876  Dr.  J.  Iv.  I'^lood  publislicd  the  ylww/Vr  Daily  I fcrald^  the  editorial  work 
beiug  doue  at  Chautauqua  aud  the  priutiu^-  at  Mayville.  It  has  siuce  kept 
a  record  of  Chautauqua  work.  Its  fdes  will  l)e  iu\  aluable  to  the  future  his- 
toriau.  Dr.  Flood  i^raspcd  the  spirit  of  Chautaucpia  aud  saw  its  possibilities. 
A  <;ood  fiuaucier,  a  good  uiauagcr,  aud  a  careful  calculator,  his  suggestious 
aud  couuscl  have  beeu  of  value.  lu  iS.So  he  issued  the  first  uuuiber  of  the 
C//^7 //A?// <///<?//,  a  literary  jourual,  aud  the  special  organ  of  the  Chautauqua 
Scientific  aud  Literary  circle.  This  magazine  has  now  70,000  subscribers, 
aud  300,000  readers.  It  has  been  managed  with  skill,  and  the  best  talent  of 
two  continents  has  contributed  to  it. 

On  the  death  of  A.  K.  Warren,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Duncan  was  made  secretary. 
Dr.  Duncan  found  a  debt  of  $95,000  resting  upon  the  Asseml)ly.  President 
Miller  however  sustained  the  credit  of  Chautauqua.  Prosperity  continued, 
and,  without  cliecking  improvements,  the  indebtedness  has  been  paid. 
Under  Dr.  Duncan's  administration  the  college  of  liberal  arts,  college 
liall,  the  dock  building,  the  arcade,  the  new  amphitheater,  the  reservoir,  the 
vast  system  of  sewerage  and  waterlines  have  been  constructed  during  his 
official  life.  His  reports  have  been  refreshing  to  the  board  of  trustees.  Dr. 
Duncan  can  make  a  speech,  drive  a  bargain,  or  conduct  a  Sunday  school,  and 
is  everywhere  successful.  He  also  conducts  an  Assembly  at  Albany,  Georgia, 
a  favorite  institution  of  Governor  Gordon,  Senator  Colquitt  and  the  best 
men  of  the  state. 

The  Nestor  in  the  literary  department  of  Chautauqua  work  is  Dr.  Wm. 
R.  Harper  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  Asa  scholar  he  is  second  to  no 
man  in  the  nation.  He  had  only  to  know  Chautauqua  to  fall  in  love  with  it, 
and  approve  its  plans.  To  his  scholarship  he  adds  practical  connnon  sense. 
Oriental  and  esj)ecially  old  Testament  literature  he  makes  a  specialty.  Pie 
was  born  at  New  Concord,  Ohio,  in  1H56,  was  educated  at  Muskingum  col- 
lege, took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Vale,  taught  at  Macon  Masonic  college 
(Tennessee),  Deuisou  University,  (Ohio),  I'aptist  Theological  Seminary, 
(Illinois),  and,  siuce  1<SS6,  at  Vale.  Dr.  Herbert  !>.  Adams,  Professor  of 
History,  comes  from  Johns  Hopkins  University.  He  takes  high  rank  as  a 
scholar  and  is  a  most  instructive  and  entertaining  lecturer.  His  favorite 
topics  arc  (rreek  politics,  Roman  constitutional  law  aud  church  history. 
For  some  years  Prof.  J.  T.  Edwards,  I).  D.,  LL.  D.,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  since  the  organization  of  the  college  of  Liberal 
Arts  has  had  charge  of  the  department  of  physical  science.  His  influence 
at  Chautauqua  has  been  felt  in  all  departments  of  the  work,  George 
E.  Vincent  seems  to  be  heir  apparent  to  the  chancellorship.    For  some 
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years  has  the  manajj^^ement  of  the  Assembly  been  largely  in  his  hands; 
and  his  superior  ability  is  a  recognized  fact.  He  is  thoroughly  trusted  by  the 
trustees.  Cleni  Studebaker,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  is  nowvice-president  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  He  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  this  institu- 
tion and  has  by  inheritance  and  culture  a  genius  for  business.  Music, 
under  such  leaders  as  vSherwiu,  Case,  Ellis,  Seward,  Kelso  and  Palmer, 
has  held  higli  rank  at  Chautau(iua.  W.  11.  Sherwood,  as  a  pianist,  is 
regarded  as  its  bright  j)articular  star.  R.  L.  Cumnock,  of  Evanston,  111., 
has  taught  elocution  ten  years.  Dr.  W.  G.  Anderson,  of  the  Adelphi  Aca- 
demy, X.  v.,  has  made  the  gymnasium  one  of  the  most  complete  in  the 
country.  Philander  \V.  Beuiis,  PVanklin  Hunt,  Pxlwin  Whiteside,  George 
Rowland,  and  (leorge  Taylor  in  various  capacities  as  heads  of  departments 
have  rendered  tfiicient  service. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  thing  at  Chautauqua  is  the  model  of  the 
Holy  Land,  made  in  tlie  early  years  as  an  aid  in  the  study  of  Pible  geogra- 
p]i\'.  This  is  ^oc)  feet  long,  Lake  Chautauqua  serves  as  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  the  Jordan  valley  is  excavated,  and  a  stream  of  water  flows  from  the 
foot  of  Hernion  to  the  I)ead  vSea.  The  rocky  character  of  tlie  country  is  rep- 
resented and  the  sites  of  cities  are  marked  by  miniature  towns.  A  model  of 
modern  Jerusalem  is  hjund  under  a  kiosk  near  Palestine.  These  two  models 
are  famous  tlnoughout  the  I'nited  States.  The  museum  contains  an  excel- 
lent assortment  of  casts  from  Assx'iian,  ]%gyi>tian,  Greek,  and  Roman  origi- 
nals, articles  of  dress,  utensils,  etc.,  from  Palestine,  a  collection  of  original 
finds  "  fiom  the  managers  of  the  l%g\'[)tian  ICxploration  h\ind,  to  which 
Chautauqua  has  subscribed,  reproductions  of  imp(jrtant  Piblical  manuscripts, 
two  or  three  cases  of  well  selected  minerals,  and  photogra})hs  illustrating 
different  periods  of  art  and  architecture. 

The  ('hautau(pia  Assembly  is  incor])orated  uiuler  the  laws  of  New  York. 
Its  mana:^ement  is  intrusted  to  a  board  of  24  trustees,  elected  either 
by  the  owners  of  property-  at  ( 'hautautjua,  or  b\-  the  Ijoard  itself.  The  Assem- 
bly is  not  a  slock  c<.)mpan\',  nor  are  the  trustees  interested  in  the  land 
beyond  the  ov/nershi])  of  lots  for  [)ri\'ate  nse.  By  the  charter  all  sur})lus 
funds  mu>t  be  used  for  the  impn)\-ement  and  extension  of  the  Assem- 
l)ly\s  work.  The  ])resident  and  cliancellor  have  never  recei\'e(l  com- 
pensation. Those  oflicers  who  manage  details  (U'e  paid  such  salaries  as 
prevail  in  other  institutions.  The  Hotel  Athenieum  was  built  ])y  a 
stcH'k  com])any  l)ecause  such  an  establishment  was  essential  to  the  prosperity 
and  growth  of  the  Assembl\'.  The  investment  has  ne\'er  been'  j)rofitable, 
and  luis  1)een  a  donation  rather  tlum  a  business  enterprise.  The  Assembly 
owns  one-fourth  of  the  slock.  A  statement  of  the  Assembly  fmances  is 
made  each  January  and  is  ])u])lished  through  the  press. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

PATRONS  OF  HUSHANDRY. 
Bv  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord  * 

This  order,  wliich  has  accoinplislied  a  tliorouf^^h  and  systematic  or^i^aniza- 
tion  among  the  farmers  of  the  United  States,  was  the  direct  ouL<;rowth  of 
the  unsettled  condition  of  our  country  at  the  close  ot  the  j^reat  civil  war. 
The  national  (government  felt  the  necessity  of  learniniL;  from  a  reliable  source 
the  exact  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  southern  country  and  its  |)e()ple,  such 
rej'>ort  to  be  unbiased  ])y  political  or  personal  motives.  To  accomplish  this 
purpose,  ().  II.  Kelley,  a  younj;  Minnesota  farmer,  then  employed  by  the  gov- 
ernment as  a  clerk,  was  sent  as  a  special  agent  to  glean  from  actual  ol)ser\*a- 
tion  and  personal  accpiaintance  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  south  the  needed 
statistics.  While  engaged  in  this  work  he  conceix'cd  the  idea  of  organizing 
the  agriculturists  of  the  nation  into  one  great  fraternal  order,  which  should 
be  non-partisan  in  jwlitics  and  non-sectarian  in  religion  ;  which  should  know 
no  north,  no  south,  no  east,  no  west,  but  united  by  the  strong  and  faithful 
tie  of  Agriculture,"  should  develop  a  bond  of  fraternity  that  would  effectu- 
ally defy  the  power  and  intrigues  of  all  disposed  to  foster  the  seeds  of  dis- 
cord. Impressed  with  the  belief  that  such  an  organization  would  restore 
kindly  feelings  among  the  mass  of  the  peo]^le,  and  that,  if  a  real  peace  ever 
came  to  our  country,  it  must  l)e  through  the  love  that  fraternity  brings,  and 
not  from  niilitar\'  j^ower  or  through  the  work  of  ])oliliciaus,  he  decided  to 
commence  work  in  the  direction  named. 

This  was  early  in  1^66,  but  not  until  December  4,  1^67,  nearl\-  two  years 
later,  did  he  succeed  in  orgaiiizing  the  National  ( rrange,  and  this  date  is 
considered  the  birth-day''  of  the  order.  The  next  April,  having  given  u]) 
all  other  business  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  devote  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  this  work,  giving  it  the  benefit  of  his  wonderf'd  enthusiasm  and 
energ\",  and  finally  staking  his  all  u])on  its  success,  l>rother  Kelley  left 
Washington  to  organize  subordinate  granges,  and  thus  make  this  "Castle  in 
the  air,"  a  living  reality. 

This  measure  was  strongly  opposed  by  his  more  conservative  associates  ; 

*Mrs.  Lorel  was  elected  master  ofthe  ChaulaiKina  County  Pomona  (irange  in  and  has  the  distinction 

of  hein^i  the  first  woman  to  hold  the  office  of  master  of  a  f^ran  ^e.  She  was  re-elected  in  is^i.  hut  declined  to 
serv  e.  She  has  however  been  a  meniher  of  its  executive  committee  from  its  first  apimintment.  She  has  been 
master  of  Sinclairville  Orange  twice,  and  is  now  servinjf  her  seventh  term  as  secretary.  This  is  her  second 
year  as  deputy  and  inspector  of  the  granges  of  Chautauriua  county. 
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but,  with  supreme  coufidence  iu  the  future  success  of  his  j3lan,  lie  worked 
bravely  on  and  started  for  Harrisbur^/  Pa.,  with  only  his  ticket  and  $2.50  of 
grange  funds.  At  Harris1)nrg  lie  failed  to  create  sufficient  interest  to  perfect 
an  organization,  and,  Tuesday,  April  7th,  he  started  for  Penn  Yan,  N,  Y., 
where  I>rotlier  F.  M.  McDowell  gave  him  a  hearty  welcouie,  but  their  com- 
bined elTorts  failed  to  establish  a  subordinate  grange  there.  Brother  McDow- 
ell gave  P)rother  Kelley  ^50,  and  many  kind  and  cheering  words,  that  helped 
him  through  the  dark  hours  of  struggle,  for  as  he  terseh'  ex])resses  it,  the 
order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry  ought  to  endure,  for  it  was  founded  upon  the 
hardest  of  all  rocks — tJic  sctlid  7-ock  of  povcriyy  F.  M.  McDowell  was  our 
National  Crrange  Treasurer  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  lived  to  see  this 
small  connnencement  develop  until  it  had  become  one  of  the  institutions  of 
the  Nation,  with  vast  resources,  and  with  hundreds  of  thousands  ot  dollars 
passing  through  his  hands  as  its  representative.  When  he  this  year  joined 
the  silent  majority  he  left  his  record  so  pure  and  clean  that  every  penny 
was  faithfully  accounted  for.  Brother  Kelley  often  refers  to  him  as  the 
Savior    of  our  order. 

Another  effort  had  to  be  made  toward  organization,  and  April  15,  Bro. 
Kelley  reached  Fredonia,  where  A])ril  16,  1H78,  he  organized  the  first  real 
lj\i<  grange.  A.  vS.  Moss,  H.  vStiles,  W.  H.  Stevens,  IT.  Iv.  Dodge,  I,. 
McKinstry,  A.  P.  Pond,  D.  Fairbanks,  W.  McKinstry,  \Vm.  Risley  and  M. 
S.  Woodford  were  present  at  this  meeting,  and  were  the  first  members  of  the 
first  subordinate  grange  ever  organized,  where  every  member  paid  their  fee, 
and  Fredonia  Grange,  No.  i, — bears  the  proud  distinction  of  being  No.  i  — 
of  all  the  world.  U.  E.  Dodge  was  the  first  master  of  this  first  grange,  and 
is  :;  t  this  writing  lecturer  of  old  No.  i.  April  16,  1893,  ^^^^^  rt^'^^^^'*^)  having 
reached  its  si!\-er  anni\-ersary,''  made  the  occasion  one  of  national  rejoicing, 
and,  in  connection  with  Chautaucjua  Count\'  Pomona  Grange,  celebrated  the 
event  in  a  manner  which  was  eredital)le  to  the  wast  interests  it  rci)resented. 
().  H.  Kelley,  the  venerable  founder  of  the  order  came  from  his  home  in  the 
far-a\va\'  sunn\-  Southland  to  enjoy  this  great  reiinion  with  the  patrons  of 
Cliaulau(iua  connt\'  and  the  officials  of  New  York  vState  Grange.  The 
National  Grange  was  ably  represented  by  Bro.  Mortimer  Whitehead,  for 
many  \ears  its  national  lecturer. 

This  little  acorn  of  grange-work,  planted  in  the  genial  soil  of  Chautau- 
(jua's  ngricullure,  as  re])resenk'(l  by  her  warm-hearted  sons  and  daughters, 
has  grown  to  be  a  mights-  oak  of  educational  infiuence,  whose  green  branches 
spread  over  thti  farms  of  the  Nation,  and  whose  benefits  cannot  be  estimated. 
New  \'ork  has  nearly  so/xx)  Patrons;  and  of  this  nmnber  Chautau(|ua  conniv 
has  more  than  3,000.     Her  subordinate  granges  are  : 

PVedonia  (rrange  No.  i.,  Fredonia.  K.  K.  Hough,  master;  Mrs.  Sarah 
H.  Pettit,  secretar)-.     Membership  240. 
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P>rocton  (rrau^e  No.  2,  l'>roctoii.  Alvali  Matlicws,  in.istcr  ;  Mrs.  Ella 
Mead,  secretary.     Membersliip  1 15. 

Slieriiiaii  Grani^^e,  Xo  36,  vShernian.  Wellnian  P»ates,  master ;  An<^ie 
Rice,  secretary'.    Membership  91. 

Westfield  (irano;c,  Xo.  109,  Westfield.  Miss  Clara  Mead,  master;  K.  E. 
Weaver,  Secretary.    Meml)ership  100. 

Clymer  Grange,  Xo.  169,  Tlymer.  J.  B.  Knowlton,  master  ;  J.  P>.  Johnson, 
secretary.    Membership  60. 

Sheridan  (nan^^e,  Xo.  235,  Sheridan.  M.J.  Tooke,  master;  (\  X.  Dye, 
secretary.    Membership  78. 

Stedman  Crrange,  Xo.  241,  Stedman.  A.  W.  Cowles,  master;  W.  L. 
Marcy,  secretary.    Membership  135. 

Union  Oranj^e,  Xo.  244,  Jamestown.  C.  D.  GifTord,  master  ;  R.  E.  Stern- 
burg,  secretary.    Membership  47S. 

Ross  Grange,  Xo.  305,  Ross's  Mills.  Xewell  Cheney,  master ;  Irwin 
Bedient,  secretary.    Membership  n 2. 

Stockton  Grange,  Xo.  316,  Stockton.  A.  R.  Woodard,  master;  A.  D. 
Warren,  secretary.    Membership  120. 

Ellery  Grange,  Xo.  353,  Ellery.  J.  A.  Sherman,  master ;  Oscar  Hale, 
secretary.    Membership  52. 

Sinclairville  Grange,  Xo.  401,  Sinclairville.  W.  E.  Strong,  master  ; 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord,  secretary.    Membership  241. 

Gerry  Cjrange,  Xo.  412,  Gerry.  John  A.  Almy,  master  ;  A.  J.  Mathews, 
secretary.    Membership  84. 

Dewittville  Grange,  Xo.  480,  Dewittville.  S.  D.  Thum,  master  ;  I^Irs.  H. 
D.  Spring,  secretary.    Membership  78. 

Kennedy  Grange,  Xo.  496,  Kennedy.-  P.  L.  Saxton,  master ;  Mrs.  Rena 
Gilberts,  secretary.    Membership  78. 

South  Harmony  Grange,  Xo.  525,  Watts  I'lats.    Iv.  W.  Lloyd,  master  ; 

D.  W.  Dean,  secretary.    Membership  30. 

Panama  Rocks  Grange,  Xo.  526,  Panama.  Scth  Pvggleston,  master  ;  Mrs. 
J.  ]\L  Ransom,  secretary.    Membership  120. 

Cherry  Creek  Cxrange,  Xo.  527,  Ciierry  Creek.  Geo.  W.  Rood,  master  ; 
W.  L.  Weaver,  secretary.    Membership  96. 

Ellington  (xrauge,  Xo.  528,  P^llington.  Stephen  A.  M-xrkham,  master  ; 
Mrs.  ]\Liry  P>rainard,  secretary.    Membership  95. 

Chautauqua  Grange,  Xo.  571,  Mayville.  Mary  J.  P.  Hewes,  master; 
L.  W.  Lathrop,  secretary.    Membership  60. 

Hanover  Grange,  X'o.  595,  Forestville.    T.  B.  Winchester,  master;  Mrs. 

E.  E.  Davis,  secretary.    Membership  170. 

Villenova  Grange,  No.  604,  Hamlet.  Geo.  W.  Warner,  Master  ;  Milo 
Wheeler,  secretary.    Membership  85. 
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Centralia  Grange,  No.  612,  Centralia.  J.  D.  Wilder,  master  ;  Deloss  Piit- 
naiii,  secretary.    Membership  65. 

Cassada^^a  Granj>^e,  No.  659,  Cassadaga.  Homer  Todd,  master  ;  H.  H. 
Fox,  secretary.     Membership  32. 

Charlotte  Center  Orau<,^e,  No.  669,  Charlotte  Center.  E.  P.  Lake,  master  ; 
A.  J.  Norman,  secretary.    Membership  100. 

Harmony  Granj^e,  No.  694,  Ashville.  I\Irs.  E.  W.  Connelly,  master  ; 
Mrs.  Ella  James,  secretary.    Membership  89. 

Lombard  Gran<^e,  No.  714,  Lombard.  James  Breads,  master;  E.  B. 
Hewcs,  .-L-crclary.     Membership  60. 

CJiaiitaiKjua  Ciumly  Ponioiia  Grange  has  OYer  300  members,  and  holds 
qnarterly  nicetiiij^  dilTerent  points  in  the  connty.  It  is  one  of  the  infln- 
ential  orj^anization^,  of  the  county,  and  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  the  edu- 
cation and  elevation  of  the  members  of  the  order.  Present  master,  Newell 
Cheney,  Poland  Center ;  secretary,  A.  A.  Van  Vleck,  Jamestown.  This 
gran<;e  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Pomona  Grange  "  to  elect  a 
woman  to  the  office  of  master,  for  in  this  order  women  are  eligible  to  any 
official  position  witliin  the  gift  of  its  members.  The  Chautauqua  County 
Patron's  I'^'ire  Relief  Association,  organized  by  its  "  Pomona  Grange,"  has 
niel  with  the  greatest  success.  It  now  carries  over  $4,000,000  insurance  ; 
insuring  the  property  of  Patrons  onl\'.  Its  first  president  was  A.  A.  Stevens, 
Sinclairville  ;  its  ])resent  j>resident,  Thomas  H.  Gifford,  Jamestown  ;  secre- 
tary, Jared  Hewes,  vStedman.  Its  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  direc- 
tors ;  one  or  more  from  each  grange,  who  choose  their  officers  from  among 
their  num1)ers. 

Tile  New  York  State  (rrange  was  organized  in  S\  racuse,  Nov.  6, 
largely  tli rough  the  efforts  of  Chautauqua  county  patrons.  Of  the  five  mas- 
ters wlio  ha\-e  since  ser\-ed  it,  Chautauqua  county  has  given  two.  George 
Dexter  Ilinckly,  second  master  of  Fredonia  grange,  was  at  the  organization 
of  the  state  grange,  selected  its  master,  said  election  being  ratified  at 
the  first  regular  meeting  held  in  Albany,  Marcli,  1874.  He  was  again 
elected  at  Au1)nrn  in  1876.  Ira  Porter,  of  Fredonia,  was  the  hrst  treasurer 
of  the  state  grange.  In  1890  Walter  C.  Giflord,  of  Jamestown,  was  elected 
nuister  of  tlie  state  grange  and  reelected  in  1892. 

The  order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry  has  lived  down  all  o])position,  and  is 
one  of  the  solid  institutions  of  the  country.  It  has  long  since  demon- 
strated its  al  )ility  to  take  care  of  itself,  and  that  the  thought  of  its  founder  was 
the  only  one  wliicli  has  the  power  to  control  human  hearts  and  lives.  Fra- 
tc)  )uty  "  is  its  watcliword  ;  a  pure,  true  friendship  its  secret  ;  seeking  the 
greatest  good  of  the  greatest  ruimber  its  object;  it  will  outlive  the  storms  of 
time  and  go  on  scattering  blessings  along  the  path  of  the  tiller  of  the  soil. 
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CHAPTER  XLVI. 

THE  CHAUTAUQUA  SOCIETY  OF  HISTORY  AND  NATURAL  SCIENCE. 

RV  W.  \V.  IlKNDKRSON. 

THIS  society  was  instituted  July  19,  1883,  at  Maple  Sprino;s  on  Chautau- 
qua lake.  A  constitution  and  bylaws  were  adopted,  under  which 
were  chosen  these  officers  :  president,  Samuel  G.  Love,  Jamestown  ; 
vice-presidents,  Wm.  C.J.  Hall,  Jamestown,  (now  deceased) ;  Horace  C.  Tay- 
lor, M.  D.,  Brocton  ;  secretary,  Wm.  W.  Henderson,  Jamestown  ;  treasurer, 
Jud<^e  L.  Buo;bee,  Stockton,  (now  deceased) ;  executive  committee,  Obed 
Edson,  Sinclairville,  Ai  Waterliouse,  M.  D.,  Jamestown,  (now  deceased), 
Daniel  Sherman,  Forestville,  John  A.  Hall,  Jamestown,  (now  deceased), 
Charles  Parker,  M.  D.,  Panama,  (now  deceased).  Thus  constituted  the  mem- 
bership of  this  society  comprised  some  of  the  prominent  survivors  of  the 
early  settlers  and  their  immediate  descendants  who  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  preservation  of  its  history.  It  is  now  rapidly  increasing;  in  numbers, 
and  has  an  extended  list  of  active  and  honorary  members,  the  latter  embrac- 
ing many  distinguished  names  of  Chautauquans  by  birth,  now  residents  of 
other  states,  notably.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield,  Gen.  George  Stoneman,  etc.  Much 
credit  is  due  the  late  Hon.  E.  T.  Foote,  Judge  Pv.  F.  Warren,  Fredonia 
Historical  Association,  and  Jones-Hazeltine  Historical  Society  for  material  pre- 
viously collected.  The  Chautauqua  society  has  systematized  and  continued 
the  work,  embracing  facts  of  primitive  condition,  natural  history,  early  settle- 
ment and  subsequent  progress,  including  much  valuable  scientific  data,  as 
the  suggestive  titles  of  some  of  the  able  and  valuable  papers  read  at  meet- 
ings of  the  society  attest.  Ancient  Mounds  and  Earthworks  in  Chautauqua 
County,  by  W.  W.  Henderson  ;  Geology  of  Chautauqua  Lake  Region,  Obed 
Edson  ;  Pioneer  Press,  Willard  McKinstry  ;  Pioneer  Homes  and  Character- 
istics, (2  papers)  J.  L.  Bugbee  ;  Methods  by  which  the  progress  of  Civiliza- 
tion is  ^Maintained,  Samuel  G.  Love ;  Flowering  Plants  in  Chautauqua 
County,  Ai  Waterhouse,  M.  D.  ;  Birds  of  Chautauqua  County,  John  i\L  Edson  ; 
The  Six  Nations,  Judge  Daniel  Sherman  ;  Mastodon  Americanus,  Samuel 
G.  Love  ;  The  Kings  Eighth  "  Regiment,  Obed  Edson  ;  Pioneer  Mill  Own- 
ers of  the  Cassadaga,  E.  A.  Ross  ;  Biographical  Sketches  of  Nathan  Fay, 
David  Eaton,  etc.,  H.  C.  Taylor,  M.  D.  ;  Paul  Busti  of  Milan,  agent  Hol- 
land Land  Company,  Hon.  Loren  Blodgett ;  The  Erie  Railroad,  its  origin 
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and  the  influences  wliich  controlled  its  termination  in  Chautauqua  County, 
Judge  Richard  P.  Marvin  ;  Reminiscences  of  Pioneer  Days,  (4  papers)  Nathan 
Brown  ;  New  Philosophy  of  the  Sun,  and  other  papers  on  Electric  Science, 
H.  R.  Rollers,  M.  D.  ;  Experiences  of  the  154th  Reo;t.,  en  route  and  on  the  Bat- 
tlefield, Major  W.  S.  Cameron  ;  P^rie  Canal  and  Modern  Transportation, 
Henry  Severance;  Chautauqua  regiments  in  the  War  of  1812,  G.  W.  Hazel- 
tine,  M.  I).  ;  Old  French  Portage  Road,  H.  C.  Taylor,  M.  D.  ;  Relations 
of  the  French  to  Am.  lv\ploration  and  Settlement — DeCeloron  Fvxpedition, 
etc.,  Obed  Prison  ;  Memorial  papers,  Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde  ;  The  Telescope,  Rev. 
Tohu  Peate.  These  papers  have  awakened  public  interest,  and  receiv^ed 
])rominent  recognition  and  reference  from  kindred  societies  and  institutions. 

Many  of  those  who  were  its  earliest  promoters  have  departed  to  occupy 
another  field  of  discovery  and  experience,  the  latest  being  the  society's  hon- 
ored president,  Samuel  G.  Love.  He  was  its  first  and  continuous  president 
until  his  death,  and  was  ever  one  of  its  most  earnest  and  interested  members 
and  contributors.  His  death  was  commemorated  with  appropriate  services 
by  the  several  institutions  with  wliich  he  was  associated,  and  by  none  will 
his  loss  be  more  deeply  felt  and  mourned  than  by  the  members  of  this  society 
over  which  he  so  long  presided. 

The  present  officers  are  :  President,  Dr.  Horace  C.  Taylor,  Brocton  ;  first 
vice-president,  Marcus  Sackett,  Irving  ;  Second  vice-president,  P^lint  Blan- 
chard,  Ellicott ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  W.  W.  Henderson  ;  executive  com- 
mittee, Obed  P)dson,  Sinclairville,  Daniel  Sherman,  Forestville,  Josephus  H. 
Clark  and  Sidney  Jones,  Jamestown. 

The  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science  through  its 
officers  and  members  rendered  cordial  aid  and  encouragement  in  the  produc- 
tion of  this  volume,  and  it  is  hoped  its  mission  and  aim,  so  far  successful  in 
the  development  and  preservation  of  historic  facts  of  great  local  and  general 
importance,  may  continue  to  be  demonstrated  as  ably  and  efficiently  as  in 
the  past.  .  :  . :  •  ' 


Hon.  Rkuijkn  E.  Fkntox. 
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CHAPTER  XLVII. 

IIOX.  RKUHKX-  HATOX  KKXTOX. 
•Adapted  from  "  KncycloiXL'dia  of  Contemporary  Bioj^ra})liy  of  New  York." 

HON.  REUBEX  E.  EEXTON,  yoiin.i^cst  sou  of  ( 'rcor-o  \V.  and  IClsie 
(Owen)  I-'cnton,  was  born  in  Carroll,  Jnl\-  4,  iSk).  He  was  tMlncalcd 
at  Cary's  Academy,  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  iMvdonia  Acadcni)-, 
and  s^avc  so  nnicli  intellectual  promise  that  his  parents  desi^nied  him  for  a 
lawyer,  ])ut,  after  studying;  two  years  in  the  office  of  the  Waite  P>ros.,  in  James- 
town, ill  health  caused  him  to  abandon  this  profession  for  a  more  active  life. 
When  but  20  years  old  he  became  a  merchant  in  FrewsburL;,  and  rapidly 
developed  marked  business  qualities.  The  prosperity  of  a  country  merchant 
did  not  fdl  his  ideal  of  business  and  he  became  a  lumber  operator.  He  per- 
sonally conducted  his  first  raft,  wliich  cost  him  $r,ooo,  down  the  Ohio,  and  sold 
it  so  advantageously  as  to  decide  his  continuance  in  that  field.  IJy  dili.i;ence, 
sagacity  and  unerring  foresight  lie  made  his  enter])rises  uniformly  successful, 
and  he  was  soon  recognised  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  leading  opera- 
tors on  the  Allegany  and  Ohio.  His  winning  personality  and  cordial  man- 
ner made  him  popular,  and  he  was  early  j^laced  in  public  office.  He  had 
risen  to  be  colonel  of  the  i62d  regiment,  X.  Y.  S.  M.,  by  the  time  he  had 
attained  his  majority.  In  1S46,  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Carroll,  and  by 
successive  annual  elections  held  the  oiTice  seven  \-ears,  three  of  wliich  he  was 
chairman  of  the  county  board.    He  was  a  Democrat,  and,  in  his  party, 

believing  that  his  personal  strength  would  be  of  great  assistance  in  an 
attempt  to  transform  the  strong  Whig  assembly  district  into  a  Democratic 
one,  nominated  him  as  its  candidate  for  assemblyman.  The  Whigs  o])posed 
him  with  vSamuel  ]>arrett,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  of  their 
members,  yet  the  Whig  majorit}-  was  but  21.  This  defeat  of  M'r.  Kenton  was 
a  real  victory.  He  had  manifested  powers  as  a  leader  and  slvnved  that  the 
people  trusted  in  him.  In  1S52  he  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
Congress,  and  was  elected  by  52  majority,  certainly  a  remarkable  victory, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  his  congressional  district  (comprising  Chautau- 
qua and  Cattaraugus  counties,)  had  previously  given  3,000  majority  to  Whig 
candidates.  His  congressional  career  commenced  in  the  most  chaotic  of 
conditions.  The  ''irrepressible  conflict"  had  already  commenced  in  the 
arena  of  politics,  and  public  iiieii  were  aligning  themselves  in  anticipation  uf 
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cotninj^  trouble,  yir.  I'diton  \v:us  cinincutly  a  man  who  had  the  courage 
of  his  convictions,  and  did  not  licsitate  to  deckire  himself.  Patriotic  in  every 
impulse  and  fibre  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  to  become  a  champion  of  free- 
dom, in  opposition  to  his  i)arty,  which  advocated  proslavery  measures,  and 
the  first  speech  made  in  either  house  of  Couf^ress  aj^ainst  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
bill,  repealinjj^  the  "  Missouri  compromise,'^  was  made  by  him.  From  that 
day  he  was  a  national  character.  One  of  the  formers  of  the  Republican  party 
he  became  one  of  its  leadin<4-  statesmen.  In  1854  lie  was  renominated  for 
Conj^ress,  ])ut  was  defeated  b\-  the  candidate  of  the  Know  Nothinj^  party, 
which  that  year  swept  the  state.  111,1856,  1858,  i860  and  1862  Mie  was 
elected  to  Con<;ress  on  the  Republican  ticket,  bein;;'  honored  with  a  larger 
majorit)'  at  each  successi\'e  election.  His  congressional  service  aggregated 
ten  )'ears,  ending  through  his  elevation  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  his  state. 
Representing  a  Whig  district  ]\Ir.  Feiiton  held  a  ])eculiarly  independent  posi- 
tion and  ])erronned  able  work.  He  espousi'd  the  cause  of  the  Ncterans  of 
181  2,  and  carried  a  ])ill  for  tlieir  relief  through  the  House.  He  ad\'oeated  a 
cheap  postal  system,  the  extension  of  invalid  ])ensious,  the  regulation  of 
eniigrallon,  the  repeal  of  the  fugitive  sla\'e  law,  and  ()])p(xsed  the  in\-asion  of 
Kansas,  the  bou!)it>'  bills  and  the  pa\'inents  of  losses  b\'  rebels  in  the  civil 
war.  He  made  comparatively  few  speeches,  but  these  commanded  attention 
and  were  elTective.  He  was  a  ''working  member,''  noted  for  his  untiring 
industry  and  excellent  judgment,  serving  as  a  valued  member  of  the  most 
important  committees.  It  was  said  that  he  entered  Congress  an  enthusiastic 
Democrat,  and  left  it  one  of  the  most  po])ular  and  uncompromising  of  Repub- 
licans ;  it  was  justly  added  that  the  change  was  not  in  him,  but  in  the  Demo- 
cratic ])arty. 

During  the  Rebellion  his  voice  and  \'ote  were  pronounced  in  support  of 
the  National  (h)vernmeut.  In  1S62  lie  was  proposed  as  a  Re})ublican  can- 
didate for  go\-eruor,  but  declined  tlie  honor.  In  iS63he  was  fre(juently 
mentioned  in  conucetion  with  the  Nation's  highest  olliees,  and  the  Republi- 
can State  Convention  unanimously  declared  him  the  first  choice  of  the  Union 
party  in  New  York  for  the  office  of  vice-president."  In  1864  occurred  the  most 
exciting  and  momentous  presidential  cami)aign  in  our  histor)',  and  it  was  vital 
to  Mr.  Ivincolii  and  his  administration  that  New  York  should  be  brought  into 
the  line  of  Republican  states.  That  brilliant  and  magnetic  Democratic 
statesman,  Horatio  vSeymour,  was  a  candidate  for  reelection  as  governor,  and 
whom  could  the  Republicans  name  that  could  dethrone  the  idol  of  the  Demo- 
crats and  conquer  the  most  dangerous  of  opponents  ?  In  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion the  Republicans  nominated  Reuben  E.  Fenton.  It  was  wisdom  so  to  do. 
His  unequalled  ability  as  an  organizer  was  felt  in  every  school  district,  the 
state  was  carried  for  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Fenton  led  the  presidential  vote  by 

*Al)Out  this  time  Mr.  Kciiton  rtinovcd  from  Frcwsburg  to  Janitstown  where  he  afterwards  resided. 
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several  thousand.  He  carried  the  state  for  his  party  at  eacli  recurring  elec- 
tion durin<;  his  two  terms  as  governor,  and  gave  New  York  what  it  most 
needed  after  the  drain  and  demoralization  of  the  civil  war — a  wise  busi- 
ness government.  Within  four  days  after  his  first  inauguration  he  raised  the 
last  quota  of  troops  called  for  from  New  York,  and  a  few  montlis  later  the 
happy  lot  and  unicpic  distinction  came  to  him,  following  the  surrender  at 
Appomattox,  of  being  with  Governors  Andrew,  Ihickingham,  Curtia  and 
others,  among  the  immortals  who  will  live  forever  as  the  great  War  Govern- 
ors ;  who,  in  Thanksgiving  proclamations,  returned  to  Almighty  God  the 
devout  acknowledgements  of  a  grateful  j)eople  for  the  end  of  war  and  blood- 
slu'd  and  the  victory  of  lenity  aiul  Nationality.  Wlu  n  a^  governor  lu-  wel- 
comed home  the  returning  regiments  cf  the  disbanded  arm\',  the  formal 
words  of  his  olllcial  j>roclamation  spoke  the  seniinients  that  had  guided  his 
acti(jns.  "  Soldiers,"  said  he,  \  our  state  tlianks  you  and  gi\  es  you  pledge 
of  her  lasting  gratitude.  You  have  elevated  her  dignity,  brightened  her 
renown,  and  enriched  her  history.  The  people  will  regard  with  jealous  pride 
your  welfare  and  honor,  not  forgetting  the  widow,  the  fatherless,  and  those 
who  were  dependent  upon  the  fallen  hero.'' 

In  I.S69  he  was  chosen  l)y  the  legislature  senator  of  New  York  in  the 
United  States  Senate  for  the  term  of  six  years  ending  March  3,  1875.  As 
governor  he  had  distinguished  himself  by  the  expression  of  wise  views  on 
National  matters.  His  letters,  messages  and  speeches  were  unmistakably 
loyal  and  patriotic,  and  marked  by  vigor,  logic  and  eloquence.  They  showed 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  national  affairs  and  the  demands  of  the  peo- 
ple. On  entering  the  vSenate  he  was  accorded  a  front  rank  in  a  body  notably 
eminent  for  its  talent  and  ehxpience.  Placed  at  once  on  the  iMuauce  Com- 
mittee he  served  u])on  it  with  distinction  and  usefulness  during  his  entire 
term,  showing  a  remarkal)le  capacity  for  solving  fmancial  problems.  His 
speeches  upon  taxation,  the  currency,  the  customs  service,  the  public  debt 
and  cognate  su])jects  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ablest  fmanciers  and 
evinced  the  highest  statesmanship.  On  other  prominent  connnittees  his 
wise  counsels  did  most  valuable  service.  One  of  his  earliest  speeches  in  the 
Senate  was  delivered  January  25,  1870,  on  "  The  Currency.''  In  this  he  took 
firm  ground  against  depreciation  of  the  currency  and  in  favor  of  resumption 
of  specie  payments.  His  next  effort,  a  vigorous  speech  upholding  the  Fund- 
ing Bill,"  was  delivered  February  24,  1870.  On  the  subject  of  The  Cus- 
toms Service"  Senator  F>nton  delivered  a  speech,  March  31,  187 1,  most 
pregnant  with  justice  and  political  wisdom.  In  it,  referring  to  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  which  had  made  some  investigation  of  New  York  cus- 
toms", he  bravely^  wisely  and  justly  placed  himself  on  record  thus  : 

Without  atteniptinj^  to  analyze  the  testimony  taken  by  the  conuiiittee,  it  seems  apparent 
that  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  |>oints  towards  civil  service  reform  as  neeilful  to  the 
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iTitej^rity,  economy  ixud  efficiencv  of  the  revenue  service.  I  could  with  ecjual  propriety  embrace 
in  the  summary  of  their  investij^atioiis  the  poHtical  as  well  as  the  public  interests  involved. 
I  am  well  aware  that  priticiples,  in  as  large  measure,  must  be  enforced  through  party  organiza- 
tion, and  in  no  step  toward  civil  service  reform  would  I  conmiit  a  wrong  against  the  former  or 
impair  the  latter.  It  is  also  true  that  the  very  essence  of  popiUar  government  lies  in  associated 
political  action,  and  the  cause  which  embarrasses  the  one  strikes  at  the  other.  But  it  is  no  less 
true  that  the  beneficent  ojjeration  of  this  principle  is  greatly  impaired  when  led  to  the  extreme 
of  attempting  fretpient  changes  in  civil  employments.  There  is  then  this  difficulty  as  well  as 
dangerv  that  ])arties  seek  perpetuation  by  the  use  of  patronage.  The  eifect  is  seen  in  an  increas- 
ing ha!)il  of  subserviency  and  less  unselfish  ;iud  faithful  devotion  to  the  public  welfare.  It  is 
])ainful  to  conteni})late  the  tendency  aj^j^arent  towanl  a  condition  in  which  the  various  deixirt- 
meiils  of  the  -.(jcial  structure  w  ill  become  subordinate  to  the  strife  and  intrigue  of  ])olitical  move- 
ments. It  may  !)e  said  that  for  every  (jllice  adequate  (qualifications  should  be  exacted  from  the 
candidale,  and  there  should  be  general  confidence  in  his  character  and  iiUegrity  and  faith- 
ful .md  honoral>le  i)olilical  C(jnduct.  \\  hen  appointed,  if  his  suitability  in  these  respects 
l)ecomes  maniiesl,  he  s]u)iil<l  not  In-  removed  during  the  usual  period  of  an  administrati(»n. 
The  doctrine  that  'to  the  victors  iielong  the  s])oils  of  the  vaiKpiished  '  may  once  have  ))een 
ap])]ic;'ble  to  the  bestownu  iit  of  (tfticial  ])laces  ;  but  if  so,  I  deem  it  applicable  no  longer.  The 
])alron.ige  of  the  ( "lovernnu  nt  of  the  United  States  is  so  vast,  the  ollices  to  be  lilled  are  so  Jium- 
erous,  that  the  public  interest  forbids  that  they  be  filled  and  refilled  as  ambition  or  party  caprice 
may  dictate.  I  ])leail  for  tile  adoption  of  a  i>ure  and  noble  system,  un<ler  w  hich  the  capable  and 
faithful  olficer  shall,  like  his  superior  in  the  highest  place,  be  irremovable  during  his  allotted 
term  of  ser\  ice,  except  for  suVlicieiit  anil  evident  cause.  , 

I^nlistc'd  ill  this  caii.se  of  refonn  lie  continued,  t]ion<;h  aliiicst  alone,  to 
1)attle  ai^airist  the  corru[)t  practices  in  this  department.  January  8,  1S72,  he 
made  a  mask-rlx-  s])eech  Irom  the  standj)oiiit  of  the  hi,L;hest  and  jnirest  states- 
manship. .Ma\-  4,  i-S-.i,  he  elo(|nentl\'  denounced  the  practices  he  sou,L;ht  to 
reform  and  arrait;ned  the  Senate  for  its  iiej^lect  of  a  palpable  duty.  He 
closed  b\-  sax  iiiL;  : 

It  is  generally  l«elieved  that  the  patronage  of  the  (i(n'ernment  is  used  as  a  reward  for  par- 
tisan sei  \  ic*.  ,  and  as  an  agency  for  i)romoting  ])ersonal  ends.  Looking  to  the  honor  and  safety 
of  the  Nation,  \\r  *  annot  be  indifferent  to  the  least  teixlency  toward  ])artisan  pi-rversioti  in  the 
bestow  nieiit  ot  ollKe,  nor  ]n.iniit  the  iiisi'litnis  eoiitluct  of  officials  to  mutilate  the  integrity  of  the 
])nblie  sc  i  xic  e.  '1  lie  h:i;liei"  the  ollicer  or  the  intlueiice  in  default  or  in  dellance,  the  nK)re  neces- 
saiy  togu.iitl  the  iiower  he  wieMs  and  resent  e\ery  outcrop  of  abuse.  To  the  thriving  citizen 
these  thin--^  .ippe.iied  ti  :\  i.il  at  tiist,  forgetful  of  the  terrible  results  to  which  the\'  were  tetidiiig. 
r>iit  wi'  mu-^t  at  last  uu  et  tl:e  (lUiv^tion,  the  (pic  tion  of  searching  and  thorough  reform,  or  the 
])«'rnicious  bro<id  of  (.orrupting  inllneiices  which  have  l)een  warmed  into  power  will  in  the  end 
be  t  )o  strong  for  Us  to  giapple  w  ith  and  ov  erthrow.  I  do  not  speak  as  one  having  nothing  bet- 
ter than  hopeles-^  complaint,  but  in  sob<.-r  warning  and  earnest  entreaty.  I  submit  that  the  laws 
should  beat  once  refoinied,  and  that  those  who  hold  positions  under  the  (>overnment  should  be 
upright  and  faithiul  ^.e^va;lts.  1  desire  that  they  be  incited  to  the  utmost  fidelit}'  to  the  public 
interests,  ra.tlur  tliau  to  the  public  servant  who  discharges  an  olficial  respon^.ibil ity  in  appoint- 
ing i;r  nominating  them.  I  ipleail  in  tlu-  name  of  the  ])eople  for  the  ado]jtion  of  a  ])urer  system 
of  customs  se  rv  ice,  under  w  hich  the  <  Government  and  the  merchant  shall  be  on  the  same  level. 
I  pleat!  for  the  repeal  of  laws  w'aich  destr<)y  ail  respect  for  law  ;  for  the  abandonment  of  prac- 
tic<.  '^  in  olhcial  b.le  which  teu<l  to  lessen  c»ur  respect  fur  official  character  and  to  impair  the  sense 
of  mercantile  honor. 

Mr.  hVnton  retired  from  the  vSenate  March  3,  18-5,  and  after  that  date 
lield  no  piihlie  olVice  e.xcept  in  1S78,  when  he  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
U.  S.  Commission  accredited  as  members  of  the  International  Monetary  Con- 
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fcrence  at  Paris.  On  returning  from  tliis  service  lie  resumed  liis  residence  in 
Jamestown.  While  abroad  he  was  profoundly  impressed  with  the  condition 
of  the  industrial  classes  and  made  a  careful  study  of  it.  Soon  after  his  return 
he  greeted  tiie  citizens  of  this  and  Cattaraugus  counties  with  an  address  full 
of  instruction  upon  labor  and  other  economic  questions.  To"his  skill,  capi- 
tal and  sagacity  many  of  the  large  ])rojects  that  have  advanced  the  prosperity 
of  the  county  are  much  indebted.  His  clearness  of  perception,  his  grasp  of  pos- 
sibilities, and. his  extended  public  experience  made  him  an  invaluable  citizen. 

'Mr.  Fenton  was  a  fine  specimen  of  superior  mental  and  physical  vigor. 
He  was  (jf  poetic  lem])erament  .and  through  his  career  in  the  most  stornn-  of 
our  political  eras  maintained  a  disposition  mellow,  refined  and  courteous. 
His  manners  were  unassuming  and  cordial  to  a  charming  degree.  Tall,  and 
with  an  innate  and  wholly  unobtrusive  dignity,  he  was  in  a]")pearance,  as  in 
character  and  services,  an  ideal  American.  Uniformly  kind  and  considerate, 
he  was  especially  so  to  the  \oung,  the  poor  and  the  aged.  His  numerous 
benefactions  to  churches,  colleges  and  other  institutions,  besides  a  large  num- 
ber of  j^rivate  charities,  are  the  substantial  pr<x)fsofhis  benexolence.  During 
the  <lark  hours  of  the  civil  war  he  was  the  unswerving  friend  of  the  soldier, 
and  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fell  in  defence  of  the  Union, 
and,  when  the  deadly  struggle  was  ended,  his  manly  and  generous  nature 
threw  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  over  the  enemy's  dead. 

With  no  premonition  of  his  end,  on  the  afternoon  of  August  25,  1S85, 
"Mv.  P'enton  took  his  accustomed  seat  in  the  directors'  room  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Jamestown  (of  which  he  was  a  founder  and  at  that  time 
president,)  and  was  ])erusinga  letter  when  s\uldenly  and  silently  the  summons 
came.  His  obsequies  were  nota))le  for  their  im])ressiveness.  Jamestown  wrap- 
ped itself  in  mourning.  Business  was  suspended  and  the  people  universally 
attended  the  simple  but  imposing  funeral  services.  The  Fenton  (Guards" 
acted  as  guard  of  honor.  I>esides  the  circle  of  relatives,  local  dignitaries,  and 
officers  of  the  corporations  in  which  Mr.  Fenton  had  been  interested  and  the 
local  posts  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  there  were  present  Hon.  ( jalusha  A.  Grow  his  most 
intimate  friend,  Gov.  David  I>.  Hill  and  staff,  and  many  other  conspicuous 
persons  of  state  and  national  fame.  All  honors  were  ])aid  to  the  dead  states- 
man, citizen  and  friend.  Lake  View  Cemetery,  Jamestown,  now  contains  all 
that  is  mortal  of  tlie  greatest  statesman  of  Western  New  \  ork. 

Mr.  r*enton  was  married,  first  in  1S3S  to  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Im'cw, 
of  Frewsburg,  who  died  in  1840;  second  to  l^li/.abuth,  daughter  of  Joel 
Scudder,  who  survives  her  honored  husband.  A  talented  woman  of  charac- 
ter, Mrs.  Fenton's  rare  ability  and  executive  powers  aided  materially 
in  procuring  her  husband's  success.  They  had  three .  childreii,  Josephine 
(Mrs.  Frank  E.  Gifford) ;  Jeannctte  (ISIrs.  Albert  Gilbert,  Jr.,)  and  Keidjcn  E. 

Hon.  Beman  Brockway,  Governor  Fenton 's  private  secretary,  whose  esti- 
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mate  of  people  was  discriniinatiiig,  accurate  and  just,  says  this  of  the  gover- 
nor in  his  "  Fifty  Years  in  Journalism  "  : 

He  was  a  siiii^nlarly  ])ure  man.  He  has  one  of  the  cleanest  records  ever  made  by  a  man 
in  public  life  twenty  years.  It  is  %vell-ni}^h  faultless.  When  he  was  in  Congress  he  was  always 
in  his  seat,  always  careful  to  j^o  uj)on  record,  and  his  name  stands  upon  the  rii^ht  side  of  every 
(juestion  acted  upon.  "     I  know  he  had  a  kind  heart.    He  had  a  j^otnl  word  for  everv 

one,  and  delii^hled  in  makinvj  all  happy.  It  was  an  exceedin}.(ly  dillicult  thinj^  for  him  to  say 
no  when  a  fa\-or  was  solicited.  I f  ];ecuniary  aid  was  asked  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  refuse. 
After  the  war  ch)sed,  and  t)nr  boys  were  returnin*^  home,  in  i'S65,  larj^^e  numbers  calle<l  on  the 
j^overnor,  and  many  were  in  destitute  circumstances.  No  one  was  ever  .sent  empty  away,  I'ur 
weeks  there  was  hanlly  a  day  when  there  were  not  considerable  amounts  dislmrsed  in  this  man- 
ner, and  there  \\  as  never  any  account  made  of  it.  Governor  Fenton  was  a  larj^e-hearted,  broad- 
mimled  man  ;  not  ah\a\  s  understood,  but  the  better  he  was  known  the  more  he  was  beloved, 
lie  made  an  excellent  record  in  Coni^ress,  and  I  believe*!  he  would  acquit  himself  with  credit  in 
the  gubernatorial  ch  nr.  IIi>t(,)ry  proves  that  1  did  not  misjutlge.  His  administration  was  one 
of  the  purest  the  state  has  ever  had. 

Hon.  Chauncey  M.  I)i-[K"W,  in  his  address  at  the  memorial  services  held 
by  the  New  York  Legislature  in  honor  of  Governor  Fenton  at  the  ca])itol  in 
Albany,  April  21,  1SS7,  said:  ■ 

Reuben  \\.  I-enton  was  remarkable  for  the  fuU,^  rounded  character  of  his  mind  and  dispo- 
sition. No  matte  r  bow  fiercely  the  storm  raged  a])oul  him  he  was  always  serene  antl  unmoved. 
Though  it  was  his  fortunes  w  liich  were  at  stake,  he  was  the  calmest  of  the  combatants.  He  was 
the  juost  atTabU'  .mil  aporoachable  of  men,  and  yet  until  he  acted  none  knew  either  his  pluns  or 
his  views.  lie  bstt  lud  courte<Misly  to  e\ery  one,  but  what  he  heanl  rarely  I'hanged  his  deliberate 
jndgme!)t.  lie  was  f.ndtb^s  in  ilress  and  manners,  whether  in  the  executive  chamber,  upon  the 
jtlatform  or  in  the  crow<l.  but  tliis  scrupulous  exactness  seenn-d  to  enliance  his  ])oitularit\'.  He 
love<l  to  mingle  freely  w  ith  the  i)eople,  but  he  received  the  like  kindly  greeting  and  cordial  con- 
fidence from  w(*t  kiiig:nen  fresh  from  the  forge,  or  merchants  in  their  parlors  or  Counting-rooms. 
When  the  history  of  our  state  comes  to  be  impartially  written,  Mr.  I'enton  w  ill  be  given  rank 
as  its  best  political  organi/er  after  Martin  \'an  lUiren.  Pait  he  possessed  a  magnetism  which 
Van  Buren  never  had.  A  most  tender,  gentle  and  affectionate  nature  shone  brightly  for  his 
friends  through  the  crust  of  mannerisms  of  oflice  and  policy,  I  have  met  all  the  public  men  of 
my  time  tinder  circumstances  sufticiently  close  to  fi)rm  s<^me  judgment  as  to  the  secrets  of  their 
power,  and  he  w  as  one  of  the  very  few  who  had  an  eloquent  ])rcsence.  His  touch  and  look  con- 
veyed, if  he  ])leased,  such  a  world  of  interest  and  regard,  that  the  recipient,  without  knowing 
why,  fell  honored  l)v  his  conlideiice  aiul  encircled  by  his  frieixlship. 

Cliautau([ua  county  claims  Reuben  E.  Fenton  as  preeminentl\-  the  most 
distinguished  |)ub]ic  man  and  statesman  born  within  its  limits,  and 
cherishes  his  memory  as  a  man  of  great  National  influence,  honored  until  his 
death  as  one  of  the  fathers  and  most  trusted  leaders  and  counselors  of  the 
Republican  party. 
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(LAKE  ERIE  TOWNS.) 
Pomfret,  Dunkirk,  Portland,  VVe5tfield,  Ripley,  51icridan,  Hanover,  Arkwright. 

POMFRET. 

By  Oscar  \V.  Johnson,  A.  M. 

CHAPTER  XLVIII. 

IPROPOSIC  to  write  a  brief  history  of  tlic  town  of  Pomfret.  In  the  space 
allotted  to  nie  I  can  refer  to  but  few  of  the  events  and  changes  in  the 
development  of  the  pioneer  in  the  pathless  wilderness  to  a  community 
with  all  the  blessin^^s  and  resources  of  the  most  wonderful  of  the  centuries.  If 
Goldsmith  could,  from  the  desolation  and  de])arted  ,i;lory  of 

"  Sweet  Aiilnirn,  loveliest  village  of  the  {)laiii," 

find  material  for  his  immortal  son^,  how  much  better  could  some  kindred 
genius,  commencing-  with  the  weary  wanderers  in  the  solitude  of  the  forest, 
sing-  of  life  that  developed  in  the  wilderness,  struggling  with  the  wild  beast 
and  the  savage,  which  made  the  fields  fruitful  and  beautiful,  that  reared 
homes  and  temples  and  altars,  made  man  the  master  of  nature,  speaking  by 
the  lightnings  as  if  one  stood  upon  the  mountain  toj^s  and  was  heard  around 
the  world,  moving  him  and  his  treasures  upon  the  iron  highwa\-s  across  con- 
tinents with  a  speed  that  outstrips  the  llight  of  birds  and  the  sweep  of  the 
tempest.  The  deserted  village  represents  the  waste  of  winter  ;  here  would 
be  represented  the  life  and  bloom  of  s})ring,  and  the  hope  of  a  lasting  summer. 

If  we  could  raise  the  veil  from  the  past,  it  would  not  be  to  know  more  of 
the  pomp  of  kings  or  the  grand  campaigns  in  which  e  npires  were  lost  and 
won,  but  to  behold  the  homes  of  the  common  people  and  what  joys  and  sor- 
rows came  to  them.  This  town  is  not  barren  of  material  for  history.  It  has 
been  a  part  of  the  nation,  sharing  its  aspiration,  its  pride,  its  literature  and 
its  national  spirit.  Here  have  been  felt  all  the  social,  moral  and  political 
agitations  which  have  driven  men  into  sects  and  parties.  Here  hearts  liave 
been  thrilled  by  all  the  great  deeds  recorded  in  history,  and  by  the  varied 
beauty  which  nature  each  day  presents  to  all  the  children  of  men.  This 
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coininimity,  developed  more  than  all  else  by  the  spirit  of  liberty,  has  kept 
pace  with  tens  of  thousands  of  others  in  the  march  and  commin^i^ling  for 
national  greatness.  These  communities  are  "  distinct  as  the  waves  yet  one  as 
the  sea."  Here  have  been  revealed,  as  fully  as  anywhere,  every  type  of 
human  character,  the  succession  of  the  generations,  the  mysteries  of  life  and 
death,  and  of  the  unknown  world  beyond.  Here  eyes  have  opened  to  the 
beauty  of  life;  manhood  has  plotted  and  stru<;'g-led  until  the  shadows  gather 
around  it  to  darken  to  the  inevitable  grave. 

I  shall  only  be  able  to  notice  here  and  there  one  of  the  many  who  deserve 
mention.  Oblivion  is  the  common  lot  of  man;  if  he  lives  much  beyond  the 
gra\'e,  it  is  in  the  memorv  of  kindred  or  in  the  unseen  forces  that  mould 
oilier  lives.  He  is  as  iudivisi1)]e  as  the  light  and  tlie  air.  As  Montgomery 
has  snug,  in  the  common  lot 

"  He  siilk'icd,  but  his  ]>aii^s  arc  o'er,  The  clouds  aud  sun-hcauis  o'er  his  eye, 

Ivujoyed,  but  his  delights  are  fled,  That  oiioe  their  shades  antl  glory  threw, 

Had  friends,  his  iVieiids  are  now  no  more,  Have  left,  in  yonder  silent  sky, 

Aud  foes,  his  foes  are  dead.  No  vestij^e  where  it  Hew. 

The  rollinjj^  seasons,  da\-  and  ni;.^ht,  The  annals  of  the  human  race, 

Sun,  moon  and  stars,  the  earth  and  main,  Their  ruins  since  the  world  Ijej^an, 

E'erwhilf  his  ])ortion,  life  and  li.Ljht,  Of  him  afford  no  other  trace 

To  him  exists  in  vain.  Than  this — There  lived  a  man." 

Local  history  is  only  read  by  the  members  of  the  community  it  represents, 
and  to  them  it  is  the  light  of  home,  the  voice  of  friends  and  kindred,  and  the 
direct  innucnccs  and  associations  that  have  been  woven  into  their  lives.  The 
real  scope  of  life  to  each  of  us  is  narrow,  but  the  light  falling  upon  the  hearth- 
stone is  dearer  than  that  of  the  sun  and  moon  and  all  the  hosts  of  heaven. 
We,  each  of  us,  occupy  little  space,  and  but  a  point  of  time  in  the  procession 
of  tlie  generations,  but  we  can  all  see  the  great  procession  moving  on. 

In  i()79  a  ImvucIi  missionarv  witli  32  companions  l)uilt  a  small  vessel 
n\xm  the  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  river,  and,  on  the  7th  of  August,  tmfurled 
the  first  s;ni  to  the  breezes  of  Lake  l^rie  as  they  ])assed  westward.  They  were 
the  first  wliite  men  to  gaze  u|)on  the  luxuriant  forests  of  Chautau(pia.  They 
sou*;lit  to  mark  ])y  eVer\-  sx  iubol  the  dominion  of  France,  and  of  the  Catholic 
cliurcli,  o\'er  land,  jind  hikes,  and  ri\'ers  from  Canada  to  the  Missi.ssippi,  and 
down  that  long  river  to  tlie  (iulf  of  Mexico.  They  were  heroes  under  the 
banner  of  the  cross,  laying  the  foundations  of  an  empire,  dilTerent,  but 
mightier  than  they  saw  :n  their  most  .sanguine  dreams.  The  starry  banner 
under  which  65,000,000  people  now  move  was  not  revealed  to  them. 

During  the  same  period  the  Puritans  were  taking  ])ossession  of  the  more 
barren  region  skirting  the  Atlantic,  and  sowing  in  those  little  communities 
the  idea  anal  practice  of  self-government,  which  was  to  ripen  into  democracy 
for  the  nations.  Wonderful  and  unforeseen  are  the  results  of  men's  efforts. 
Antagonisms  are  blended  l)v  time  into  harmonv  ;  the  Catholics  and  the  Pur- 
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itaiis  eadi  planted  for  liis  nation  and  for  liis  reli,<;iou.s  faith,  and  now  their 
nnitcd  efTorts  live  in  the  priory  of  the  rei)n])lic.  We  suppose  the  voiees  of  all 
those,  who  with  pure  hearts  have  made  the  jar<;on  of  opposing;-  sects  and 
parties,  will  finally  be  blended  in  harmony  around  the  (xreat  Wliite  Throne. 

Vor  more  than  a  century  after  the  first  vessel  sailed  upon  Lake  Krie,  the 
forests  of  Chautauqua  were  undisturbed,  save  by  adventurers  who  left  no 
footstejxs.  These  were  momentous  years  in  shapinj^  the  destiny  of  America 
and  of  the  world.  The  battle  upon  the  plains  of  Abraham  snatched  Canada 
from  France.  Then  followed  the  Revolution,  which  ended  in  the  freedom 
of  the  colonies,  and,  amon;^  its  commercial  results,  opened  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase for  settlement,  where  men  could  procure  land,  at  a  moderate  price  and 
upon  loni;  credit,  by  actually  settling  upon  it. 

To  the  ])oor  and  enterprising;  of  the  east,  this  became  the  land  of  prom- 
ise ;  they  hastended  to  it  with  stron<;  arms,  iron  wills  and  resistless  energy, 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  new  communities.  The  journey,  now  performed  by 
the  light  of  a  summer's  day,  then  required  weeks  through  wilderness  paths 
and  across  unbridged  streams.  A  stranger,  meeting  one  of  the  pioneers  carry- 
ing upon  a  wagon  or  sled  all  his  worldly  goods,  with  his  wife  and  children 
trudging  along  on  foot,  would  have  wondered  what  outrage  upon  society  he 
had  committed  that  he  was  forced  to  leave  his  home  and  flee  to  this  western 
wilderness.  He  would  have  wondered  at  the  devotion  of  the  woman  who 
was  willing  to  share  his  ])erils  and  exile.  After  a  few  years  of  inevitable 
liardships  and  self-denials  of  a  life  in  the  wilderness,  most  of  the  settlers  had 
abundance  for  their  own  use,  but  there  was  no  market ;  it  was  only  by  con- 
verting ashes  into  black  salts  they  could  get  money  to  |)ay  their  taxes.  The 
interest  upon  their  debt  at  the  land  office  was  accumulating  from  year  to 
year.  The  company  was  indulgent,  but  still,  sooner  or  later,  the  debt  must 
be  paid.  The  shadow  rested  over  every  home.  Here  man  and  woman  had 
come  by  painful  sacrifices  to  prepare  a  home  for  their  old  age  and  inheritance 
for  their  children.  Here  in  honest  toil  they  had  worn  out  their  strength.  Here 
their  aged  parents  had  been  buried,  and  their  children  had  been  born.  Here 
were  the  schoolhouses  and  altars  they  had  helped  to  rear.  Here  were  the 
orchards  and  vineyards  they  had  planted,  and  the  fields  that  had  grown  green 
and  beautiful  beneath  their  toil.  Here  they  had  hoped  to  rest  when  life's 
fitful  fever  .was  over.  This  region  was  hallowed  by  toil,  by  joy,  by  sorrow, 
by  all  the  ties  and  associations  the  heart  ever  knows,  and  yet. there  was  the 
fear  tliat  in  their  old  age  they  would  be  driven  from  their  lauds.  l\ach  day 
they  saw  the  steamers  and  sails  upon  the  lake,  promising  to  waft  them  to 
lands  upon  the  fertile  prairies.  Many  sold  their  land  contracts  for  a  mere 
pittance,  and  began  life  anew  in  the  west.  In  many  parts  of  this  town  are 
places  where  a  few  scraggly  mossgrown  fruit  trees,  a  few  flowers,  mark  where 
a  garden  has  been,  and  a  broken  heaxtlistone,  all  telliug  of  a  deserted  home 
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from  which  a  weary  and  discouraged  family  went  to  the  western  prairies. 
Even  now,  to  the  children  who  have  become  «;ray-headed  men  and  women, 
the  voices  of  kindred,  and  the  forms  which  sat  around  the  old  fire-sides,  and 
the  solemn  t^randeur  of  the  old  woods  come  back  to  memory  and  warms 
hearts  like  the  hope  of  heaven. 

The  pioneers  had  their  peculiar  enjoyments;  health  rewarded  their  toil. 
Nature  spread  her  unwasted  charms  around  them.  The  latch  string  of  every 
door  hung  outside.  Mutual  dependence  formed  the  strongest  ties  of  friend- 
ship ever  known  among  men.  If  a  pioneer  was  sick,  his  neighbors  wntched 
over  him  and  made  "  \)<jl-s  "  to  do  his  work.  If  one  died,  he  was  missed  and 
mourned.  What  a  contrast  the  pomp  and  parade  of  many  funerals  now  pre- 
sents to  these  in  the  wilderness,  when  the  dead  was  burne  teuderl)'  by  a  few 
neighbors  tlnough  forest  pallis,  and  laid  to  rest  beneath  the  great  trees. 

"  Yet  well  mij^ht  they  lay  beiiealh  the  soil 
Of  this  lonely  spot,  that  man  of  toil, 
And  trench  the  stron;^  hard  mould  with  the  spade, 
Where  never  before  a  grave  was  made. 
Tor  he  hewed  the  dark  old  woods  away, 
An<l  gave  the  virgin  forests  to  the  day  ; 
And  tile  gourd  and  tlie  hean  beside  his  door, 
lUoonieil  where  tl^at  tlower  ne'er  oi)ened  before. 
And  the  tnai/e  sttxxl  up,  and  the  bearded  rye 
lU  nt  low  in  till-  bri-alh  of  an  unknown  sky." 

As  men  congregate  in  great  masses  and  ])eeoiue  independent  of  each  other, 
the  warmth  and  glow  of  social  feelings  and  SN  inpathies  die  out.  One  man  is 
of  but  little  eousecpieiiee  in  the  bus\-  throng.  I'ot  nis  are  substituted  for  feel- 
ings. Money  represents  e\'er\  t hiiig.  It  e\'en  purchases  ])ompous  funerals, 
and  abc^)\e  the  \-eriest  .scoundrel,  at  so  niueh  a  line,  writes  inscriptions  upon 
marble,  which  contrast  .stiangel\-  with  the  record  kept  b)-  the  recording  angel. 
Take  an  occasion  now  when  the  devotees  of  fashion  are  whirled  with  Hash- 
ing ecpiipages  through  })aved  streets  to  marble  palaces,  which  wealth  has 
erected,  where  laces  and  silks  rustle  and  diamonds  llash  from  jeweled  hands 
and  fair  brows,  and  all  climes  contribute  their  luxuries  to  the  feast,  and  will 
you  find  as  much  rational  enjo\-nient  as  you  could  have  found  here  in  many 
a  log  cabin  50  years  ago,  where  the  neighbors  had  assembled  for  an  evening 
visit,  those  near  coming  on  foot,  and  those  more  remote  upon  their  sleds  ; 
where  the  l)lazing  tire  in  the  great  fn-e])lace  threw  its  radiance  over  the  room  ; 
where  the  floor  was  s})lit  by  the  axe  from  ash  logs  ;  where  chairs  were  only 
blocks  of  wood  ;  where  it  .mattered  not  how  the  guests  came  or  how  they 
were  dressed  ;  whfjre  the  haunch  of  \-enison,  or  the  wild  turke)',  or  spare  rib, 
s\is})ended  by  a  string  from  the  r^ifters,  roasted  before  the  blazing  lire,  and 
ap{)les,  and  eider  and  doughnuts  ]>asNed  around  ;  where  the  guests,  from  their 
s».)litary  life,  had  a  keen  relish  for  s(.>cial  enjoyments  and  conversation,  and 
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talked  of  the  friends  and  scenes  they  liad  left  behind,  and  revealed  in  all  sin- 
cerity their  joys  and  sorrows  ?    Now  dress  meets  dress;  then  sonl  met  sonl. 

Snch  commnnities  as  this  have  not  appeared  like  an  exhalation.  The 
germ  is  in  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  assertin;^^  the  divinity,  the  brotherhood, 
the  eqnality,  the  immortality,  the  infinite  worth  of  man.  Consider  the  revo- 
Intions,  the  social  convnlsions,  the  scalTolds,  the  battle-fields  of  the  a,i;'es,  and 
the  slow  development  of  trnth  from  <^cneration  to  j^^eneration,  l)efore  such 
men  as  the  Puritans  could  ])e  produced  ;  then  the  conditions  that  drove  them 
from  their  country  and  left  them  away  from  all  restraints  to  make  a  new 
departure  in  human  progress.  History  exhibits  a  few  o^reat  names,  but  the 
great  work  of  humanity  is  done  by  the  undistinguished  and  forgotten  dead. 
A  million  perish  in  carrying  some  banner  to  victory,  and  above  their 
mouldering  bones  and  unmarked  graves,  history  inscribes  a  few  immortal 
names.  They  represent  the  wisdom  of  the  wise,  the  toil  and  su tiering  of  all 
the  good,  and  the  blood  of  all  the  martyrs.  Each  pioneer,  as  he  came  into 
the  wilderness,  was  the  most  perfect  embodiment  that  6,000  years  of  progress 
could  furnish  of  all  the  elements  to  lay  rightly  the  foundations  of  new  com- 
munities. Providence  had  j^ermitted  this  continent  to  remain  unchanged 
until  in  the  fulness  of  time  man  should  be  developed  sufficiently  to  fill  and 
occupy  it.  We  must  never  forget  that  the  aggregate  of  human  achievements 
is  the  work  of  the  average  toiling  man. 

*•  He  waj^ts  all  l)altlcs,  and  wins  lliciii,  Without  liiin,  tlu-  j^tMu  ral  is  1k']j)U'ss, 

He  builds  all  towers  that  soar;  The  earth  hut  a  i)]aee  for  a  j>Iaii  ; 

I'roni  the  lieart  and  heat  of  the  city,  He  moves  all,  ajid  builds  all,  and  feedsall, 

His  hand  sets  the  ship  from  the  shore.  This  sad,  smilinj.;,  averav;e  man." 

The  history  of  Pom  fret,  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  all  Western  New 
York,  is  substantially  within  the  present  century.  The  survey  of  the  Hol- 
land Purchase  was  commenced  in  1798.  The  first  crop  of  wheat  was  raised 
at  Clarence  Hollow  in  1800.  The  whole  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  upon 
the  Holland  Purchase  was  then  12.  The  first  white  child  was  born  in  1801, 
and  that  year  the  first  offering  of  land  for  sale  was  made.  In  1804,  the  first 
deed  was  given  by  the  H(jlland  Land  Comj)any.  The  first  settler  in  the 
])resent  limits  of  Pomfret  w<is  Thomas  McClintock  in  1803,  who  sold  to 
Judge  Cushing  in  1807.  David  Ivison  settled  upon  tlie  western  side  t)f  the 
Canadaway  in  1804.  Judge  Cushing  remoxed  to  I'redonia,  with  his  wife  and 
five  children,  from  ( )neida  count)'  in  1805.  Aside  fnun  McClintock  and 
Ivisou,  the  nearest  neighbor  he  h  id  west  was  John  Dunn,  an<l  east  was  a  .Mr. 
vStedman  8  miles  a\va\'.  Judge  Cushing  moved  into  a  j)artl\  -furnished  log 
house  l)uilt  by  Low  Minegar.    There  it  could  be  seen 

*•  How  rich  and  restful  even,  ])overty  anrl  toil, 
When  beauty,  harmony,  and  love 
Sit  at  tliat  humble  hearth,  as  anj^els  sat, 
At  evening  in  the  patriarch's  tent !" 
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Setli  Cole  accompanied  Jiuljj^e  Cnshino^,  and  settled  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Canadaway.  Later  in  1805,  Benjamin  Barnes,  Samuel  Gear,  Benjamin  Bar- 
rett and  Orsanius .  Holmes  settled  near  enough  to  the  others  to  be  called 
neijTfhbors.  Hezekiah  Barker  came  to  Kredonia  in  the  fall  of  1806,  and  its 
ample  and  l)eantiful  common  was  his  <;ift  to  the  villa,i;e.  Dr.  Wliite  came 
in  iSoS.  He  was  the  first  educated  physician  in  the  county.  He  tauj^ht  the 
first  school  in  1808  in  a  loo-  house  on  the  edj^e  of  the  present  town  of  Sheri- 
dan, reservin<^  the  ri<j^ht  of  dismissinir  the  scliool  if  he  had  a  call  to  visit  the 
sick.  Ivlijah  Rislcy  came  with  his  parents  in  1806,  and  in  1808  o])encd  at 
Fredonia  the  first  store  in  the  county.  Timothy  (Touldin^  settled  one  mile 
west  of  Dunkirk  harbor  in  1 808,  and  Solomon  Chadwick  settled  upon  the 
site  of  Dunkirk  in  1809.  Vvom  him  Dunkirk  derived  the  name  of  Chad- 
wick's  Bay,  and  for  many  years,  in  the  rivalry  between  the  two  places,  Fre- 
donians  spoke  of  the  lonely  fishermen  of  Chadwick's  Bay,"  and  they,  in 
turn,  talked  of  pickinj^;  blackberries  on  the  common  at  Pomfret  Four  Cor- 
ners." 

In  1 8 10  the  first  vessel  was  brouji^ht  into  Dunkirk  by  Samuel  Perry. 
The  accessions  now  become  so  rapid  that  I  can  speak  only  of  the  features  of 
social  life.  In  1807  a  Baptist  Missionary  Society  in  Connecticut  commis- 
sioned Rev.  Joy  Handy  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  upon  the  Hol- 
land Purchase,  and,  about  the  same  time.  Rev.  John  Spencer,  a  Conj^re- 
gational  preacher,  was  sent  here  upon  a  similar  mission.  In  every  log;  cabin 
they  were  welcome  guests.  They  united  in  marriage,  they  found  their  way 
through  forest  paths  to  the  bedsides  of  the  sick  and  dying,  and  performed 
the  last  sacred  riles  for  the  dead.  The)'  |)reached  sometimes  in  log  cabins, 
])Ut  more  freciuently  beneath  the  trees.  As  late  as  1820  Judge  Cusliing's 
40x50  foot  barn  "  was  the  most  commodious  place  for  a  religious  assembly 
in  all  northern  Chautaucpui.  If  these  reverend  fathers  could  return  they 
would  see  the  changes  that  have  occurred  ;  the  churches  strong  in  wealth 
and  membership,  and  worshi])ing  in  gorgeous  temples  ;  but  whether  they 
would  find  more  of  the  Christian  graces  than  dwelt  in  the  hearts  of  the 
fathers  and  mothers  who  knelt  beside  them  in  log  cabins  and  at  rude  altars 
is  not  for  me  to  judge. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  Pomfret  was  Catharine  Putnam  Cushing^ 
afterwards  ]\Irs.  Philo  Hull  Stevens.  The  first  death  was  that  of  a  little  girl 
killed  in  1807  by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  Hers  was  the  first  burial  'in  the  old 
burying-grouud.    There  left  to  sleep  alone,  it  might  have  been  said^ 

'*  The  youth  ill  life's  <4reen  spring  ;  atul  he,  who  ^oes 
•        ,  111  the  full  streiij^th  of  years,  matroti  and  niai<l, 

The  ho\ve<l  with  ai^e,  the  infant,  in  the  smiles 
•  An<l  beauty  of  its  innocent  aj^e  cut  ofT, 

Shall,  one  by  one,  be  j^athere<l  to  tlieir  side, 

By  those,  who,  in  their  turn,  shall  follow  theni.'^ 
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The  rude  structures  for  the  education  of  tlie  children  were  reared  as  soon 
as  the  lionies.  The  first  schools  were  entirely  sustained  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. Children  found  their  way  to  them  for  loni;-  distances  by  marked 
trees.  Webster's  s])ellino-  ])()()k,  DabolTs  arithmetic,  Mnrra\  's  grammar  and 
some  simple  lessons  in  «;eo<4'ra])hy  made  the  full  course  of  studw  The  schools 
did  but  little  in  tlie  education  of  the  children  of  the  first  ])ioneers. 

The  si)irit  of  indei)endence  and  liberty  brooded  ovt  r  the  new  world,  :Mid 
entered  into  the  devt  loj)ment  of  e\ery  life  The  close  contact  with  nature 
stren;L;thened  and  hallowed  every  soul.  The  necessit\' of  sel f-sup]M)rt  i^avc 
seriousness  and  direction  to  life.  The  sacrifices  of  the  Revolution  were  fresh 
in  the  memor\'  ;  some  of  its  actors  were  in  every  nei*;hborhood  object-lessons 
in  j)atriotism.  P)Ooks  were  not  plenty,  but  every  volume  that  came  into  a 
nei<^hborhood  went  from  cabin  to  cabin.  What  literature  there  was  was  of 
the  best.  Of  course  the  Bible  was  in  every  house.  The  writini^s  of  Addi- 
son, I>lair,  Goldsmith,  Cow])er,  Milton,  Pope  and  Sir  W\alter  Scott  were  most 
common.  The  history  of  the  ^rand  campai<;ns  of  Xapoleon  found  their  way 
liere.  The  <^reat  debates  of  En^^land,  in  which  Ihirke,  Pitt  and  P\)x  took 
part,  reached  here,  as  well  as  the  debates  in  our  own  National  Conj^ress  full 
of  the  inspiration  of  liberty.  Men  and  women  ^revv  uj)  under  these  hardy 
conditions  who  have  reclaimed  a  continent,  and  can  never  be  ecpialled  by 
those  ])orn  to  luxury  and  pampered  ease.  The  n)ass  of  stuff  now  c(dled  liter- 
ature will  never  make  men  or  women  fit  to  live  or  die.  Toil  and  sorrow  and 
moral  jMirity  are  the  price  of  ,i;ood  and  strenj^th  in  every  life. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  Pomfret  was  the  founding'  of 
the  I'redonia  Academy  in  1823.  It  was  a  plain,  unpretending^  structure  in 
the  light  of  the  architecture  of  today,  b.ut  ample  for  its  purposes  and  impos- 
ing, when  nine-tenths  of  the  people  lived  in  rude  log  cabins,  i'  The  original 
subscription  is  still  preserved.  Mortgages  to  the  land  company  with  unpaid 
interests  hung  like  a  funeral  pall  over  tlie  whole  of  western  Xew  York. 
Many  njcchanics  did  not  receive  for  work  five  dollars  in  cash  during  the 
entire  year.  The  subscription  was  drawn  in  such  a  form  that  every  man 
might  aid  as  he  could,  in  labor,  from  his  mill,  his  field,  or  his  workshoj). 
The  whole  cash  subscription  was  ^75,  barely  suflTicicnt  to  procure  glass  and 
nails.  To  this  ( ieneral  P>arker  contributed  ^25,  Dr.  Whit'.'  <i*^,  and  others 
smaller  sums.  General  P>arker  and  Colonel  Abell  each  contributed  in  some 
form  #100,  and  Dr.  White  the  next  in  amount  $60.  ]%very  form  of  material 
for  l)uiUliiig  is  upon  the  subscription,  besides  cattle,  r)  e,  corn,  chairs,  cabinet 
work,  shoes,  and  hay.  Solomon  Hinckley  gaye  $30  in  pork,  10  bushels  of 
corn,  and  10  of  rye,  and  300  pounds  of  beef.  There  were  stalwart  arms  to 
labor,  means,  material,  but  the  wheels  did  not  move.  Lyman  Ross  sub- 
scribed 20  gallons  of  whiskey.  Now,  to  the  music  of  merry  voices,  the  trees 
of  the  forest  fell,  and  the  pillars  of  the  temple  were  reared.    The  second  story 
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was  reserved  perpetually  for  the  Presbyterian  church  for  a  place  of  worship. 
When  this  academy  was  established,  it  was  the  'Mone  star"  of  the  west,  no 
other  such  li^ht  j^littered  in  the  wide  expanse  between  it  and  the  Pacific, 
wliich  is  now  dotted  with  temples  for  learning,  as  the  stars  dot  the  sky. 

The  academy  soon  exerted  an  influence  beyond  the  hopes  of  its  founders, 
who  had  only  looked  to  tlie  education  of  their  sons  and  daughters.  It  not 
onl\-  drew  scholars  from  all  of  western  New  York,  but,  in  1839,  the  Canadas 
and  the  13  states  and  territories,  and  the  red  men  west  of  the  Mississippi 
mingled  in  its  halls.  JJuring  its  existence  it  had  students  from  every  state 
except  South  Carolina.  It  sent  forth  11,000  students  to  ever\'  field  of  effort, 
to  e\-crv  foi  in  of  human  experience,  strengthened  and  ])urified  to  act  their 
])art  in  the  world's  historw  Xow,  in  the  bosom  of  the  deep,  in  foreign  lands, 
on  the  green  islands  of  the  sc;is,  on  the  prairies  of  the  west,  on  the  golden 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  beneath  a  soulliern  sun  in  soldiers'  graves  where  cities 
of  the  dead  have  been  made  in  a  da\-,  they  sleep,  and  awake  the  resurrection. 
It  was  a  school  where  earnest  work  was  done.  The  tuition  was  four  dollars 
per  term,  and  there  were  three  terms  a  year.  Board  with  lights  and  fuel  was 
$1.25  a  week.  One  aristocratic  place  charged  12  shillings.  A  few  paid  it, 
and  occupied  about  the  same  position  that  ■McAllister's  400  "  do  in  New 
York.  It  was  the  and)ition  of  every  child  in  all  the  surrounding  towns  to 
attend  the  academy.  From  it  most  of  the  district  schools  received  their 
teachers.  The  business  of  teaching  as  late  as  1S40  was  not  lucrative.  The 
men  recei\-ed  on  an  average  about  12  dollars  a  month,  and  for  this  they  were 
made  to  take  one-half  their  pay  in  orders  upon  the  store.  Women  received 
about  .^1.25  per  week. 

In  March  1.S67  the  academy  was  closed  forever.  Its  alumni  at  that  time 
had  a  reunion,  wliich  I  was  ])rivileged  to  address.  I  can  give  no  better  idea 
of  the  academy  than  by  extracts  from  what  I  said  upon  that  occasion. 

I  sc(.-  .utM\-  hca<!c(l  nit.11,  ineuibers  of  its  earliest  classes,  wlio  come  here  with  full  exper- 
])erienoc  of  hiiinan  life  to  contrast  with  their  school  boy  dreams.  In  the  graduates  of  to-day  are 
the  youni4«.  r  chililren  of  the  f.iiiiily,  their  faces  radiant  with  the  lij^ht  of  hope,  hut  before  w  hom 
lies  the  han!  struv^j^le  of  life,  and  the  mixed  cup  of  joy  and  sorrow  which  fate  proflers  to  us  all. 
The  Academy,  whicTi  has  ha<l  more  or  less  to  do  w'lih  all  our  destinies,  to-ni_t(ht  ends  its  active 
mission  forever.  We  may  have  other  reunit)ns,  but  no  new  accessions  of  joyous  youth  will  ever 
swell  our  rankN.  1  leiiceforth  we  nK)ve  on  to  fall  one  by  one  by  the  wayside  until  the  last  are 
j^one.  I  w.\nt  to  vay  to  Mr.  ( lillis,  the  only  livinj^  representative  present  of  the  founders  of  the 
Academy,  "  Do  you  not  to-nij.;ht  feel  j)roud  of  your  work  ?  Has  tiot  (iod  blessed  it  beyond  your 
ho])es?  lias  not  the  little  rivulet  that  you  and  your  iieij^hbors  opened  in  the  wilderness  to  bless 
your  children  become  a  mit(hty  river  to  flow  on  forever?  " 

You  have  lived  in  a  wcjinlerful  jieriod.  You  have  seen  .such  changes  as  centuries  have  not 
witnessed  themselves.  Your  youth  was  s])ent  in  the  wilderness.  West  of  you  was  a  sort  of 
dreamland,  but  the  tide  of  life  from  many  larals  ha.,  commingle«l  aiul  swept  {>.ist  you,  until  it 
has  become  the  h.onie  of  many  millions  of  men,  and  still  the  unwasted  wealth  of  its  fiehls  and 
the  goM  of  its  mountains  say  "  Come."  I  say  to  the  young  here,  sow  good  seed  for  humanity, 
as  di(l  Deacon  (lillis  and  his  compeers,  and  (lod  will  give  it  bloom  and  beauty,  and  increase  and 
crown  \  our  gray  hairs  with  glory.    We  are  only  enjoying  the  accumulated  treasures  of  the 
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past,  ami  such  scenes  as  these,  in  whidi  several  ^^-neralions  clasp  hands  in  lu^h;-  .synijia 
remind  us  of  our  obli^'ations  to  the  ]>ast,  our  responsibilities  to  the  future,  and  keep  alive  the 
lioliest  emotions  of  thf  heart.  It  makes  a  dilTerence  whether  our  hills  ami  valleys  are  to  he  trod 
bv  men  who  see  in  them  no  beauty,  and  who  value  them  only  for  the  n<»cks  and  herds  they  can 
sustain,  whether  our  temjiles,  as  they  j^row  venerable  from  aj^^e  to  a^e,  are  to  be  rt  j^arded  as  only 
so  mucli  ])rick  atid  mortar  havinj^  no  sacre<lness,  because  in  them  men  and  wotnen  have  wor- 
shipped whf)  have  been  siimnjoned  to  a  lii|;her  connnunion,  whether  our  burial  places  are  to  be 
re;^arde<l  only  as  so  much  waste  j^round,  instead  of  hallowe<l  jjlaces  where  saints  are  sleej)ing. 
The  I'redonia  Academy  will  live  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of  its  children  ;  it  will  live  in  the 
ever-widening  influence  it  has  sent  into  the  social  currents  of  the  republic,  and  in  the  direct 
lessons  it  has  impressed  U}>on  lo.oof)  souls.  In  the  Normal  School,  which  succeeds  it,  it  begins 
a  new  and  a  more  complete  life.  It  goes  into  a  nobler  temi)le,  graced  w  ith  a  higher  beauty,  to 
be  sustaine<l  thnjugh  the  ages  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  I*!mi)ire  State.  When  this  new  struc- 
ture is  comi)leted  and  dedicated  to  learning,  let  us  in  its  ample  hall  have  another  reimion,  and 
rejoice  with  a  joy  kindre<l  to  that  which  saints  shall  feel  at  the  resurrection. 

I  well  rciiiciii])er  the  first  day  I  entered  the  academy  when  a  boy,  and  tlie 
awfnl  reverence  I  felt  for  the  teachers,  who  had  not  only  seen,  hut  had 
actually  hccji  all  tJic  7cay  tJiroui^Ji  a  college.  I  have  seen  many  snch  men 
since,  bnt  I  do  not  think  my  reverence  for  them  has  increased. 

I  oivc  the  Tiames  of  a  few  of  the  alnmni  of  the  Academy  :  Renben  E. 
P'enton,  governor  and  U.  S.  Senator,  whose  place  is  in  ,t;eneral  histor\'.  (jcn- 
eral  Schofield,  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  vSlates. 
(icneral  Stoneman,  a  major  general  and  governor  of  California.  \Vm.  B. 
Cnshing,  who,  at  the  age  of  20,  had  won  a  place  among  the  naval  heroes  of 
the  world.  Capt.  Alonzo  II.  dishing,  of  the  regnlar  army,  killed  beside  his 
battery  at  (rettysbnrg,  of  whom  the  old  \\^ar-scarred  veteran.  General  Snm- 
ner  said,  "  He  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew."  Hrastns  D.  Holt,  who 
enlisted  in  the  regiment  of  General  Bntler,  the  first  to  go  the  war,  and  who 
fonght  his  way  from  the  ranks  to  the  position  of  colonel  and  the  command  of 
a  brigade.  Many  times  wonnded  in  battle,  he  was  killed  in  the  final  fighting 
around  Richmond.  He  toiled  and  suffered  through  the  long  night  of  war, 
but  was  not  permitted  to  behold  the  cloudless  glory  of  the  morning.  Watson, 
first  a  student,  then  a  teacht.T,  was  the  first  of  the  112th  regiment  to  fall  in 
battle.  Grace  Greenwood,  whose  first  literary  productions  were  })ul)lished  in 
the  Censor^  represents  the  "Old  Academy"  in  the  general  literature  of  the 
world.  Douglas  Houghton,  who  first  revealed  the  mineral  treasures  of  the 
Lake  Superior  region,  was  drowned  at  an  earl\'  age  while  state  geologist  of 
Michigan.  A  monument  at  Michigan  l'niversit\-  hands  his  name  down  as 
the  founder  of  that  great  school.  Samuel  Nellis,  the  able  president  of 
Oueeirs  College,  Canada.  Silas  H.  Douglas,  a  learned  professor  in  Michigan 
Universit)'.  Nelson  Walker,  attorney  general  of  ]\Iichigan,  and  one  of  the 
ablest  judges  of  her  highest  court.  Madison  Burncll,  upon  whom  the  mantle 
of  James  Mullet  seemed  to  fall.  I  have  seen  men  who  studied  the  graces  of 
oratory  more,  but  no  man  with  broader  sense,  or  who  appealed  more  earnestly 
and  successfully  to  the  reasons  and  sympathies  and  passions  of  men.  His 
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words  fell  like  blows  and  burned  like  fire.  Silas  Seymour,  who  marked  the 
way  for  the  Erie  railroad,  was  for  a  long  time  state  engineer  and  consulting 
engineer  for  the  great  Pacific  railroad  across  the  continent.  Augustus  F. 
Allen  of  JaUKstown,  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  Chautau({ua,  who  died  after 
being  elected  to  Congress  before  he  could  take  his  seat.  William  H.  Hen- 
derson of  Randolph,  who  has  honorably  filled  the  position  of  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  is  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  at  the  bar.  Benjamin  F. 
(ireen,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  summoned  before  he  had 
reached  the  fullest  development  of  his  powers,  from  the  bench  to  the  *Mave. 
Oliver  M.  and  John  M.  I>arbour,  as  law\'ers,  authors  and  judges  ]>r<jni incut 
in  the  judicial  histor)'  of  the  state.  Franklin  Cushing,  the  \-oungest  son  of 
Judge  Cushing,  gifted  with  wonderful  memory,  in  which  was  embalmed  the 
choicest  gems  of  the  literature  of  many  nations.  Hanson  A.  Risley,  for  a 
time  solicitor  of  the  U.  S.  treasury,  was  born  in  Pomfret.  It  has  always  been 
a  wonder  to  me  how  a  gentleman  so  accomplished,  whom  courtiers  might 
envy,  could  be  the  product  of  the  social  conditions  which  existed  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  where  the  graces  came  from  that  clustered  round  his  pen  and 
speech.  Uy  [)rofession  he  was  a  lawyer,  but  there  was  so  much  sunshine  in 
his  nature  that  litigation  could  not  live  in  it.  Porter  Sheldon,  lawyer,  mem- 
ber of  congress  and  successful  business  man.  Obed  P-dson,  distinguished  in 
law,  literature  and  science.  Samuel  B.  Jones,  among  the  oldest  and  ablest  of 
railroad  managers.  Charles  Mark,  the  able  professor  of  natural  science  at 
Harvard.  Richard  T.  PUy,  distinguished  as  a  lecturer  and  author.  James 
M.  Cassit\-,  tlie  head  of  the  Buffalo  state  normal  school.  I  might  mention 
Charles  H.  Lee,  Ivdward  vSte\ens,  PVanklin  J).  Locke,  Ste})hen  ^L  Newton, 
Henr\-  (\  Lake,  Julien  T.  Williams,  James  A.  Allen,  P'ranklin  liurritt,  P>.ra 
S.  P^l\',  Charles  L.  Webster,  Louis  McKinstry,  P'^rank  ]\L  Thorn  and  William 
H.  Abel  among  her  alumni,  all  men  not  unknown  [o  fame.  Darwin  L. 
Barker,  the  founder  of  the  librar\'  which  bears  his  name  should  not  be 
omitted. 

The  legislation  of  1866  was  to  establish  a  series  of  normal  schools.  The 
claims  of  many  cities  and  villages  were  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  board  of 
state  officers.  Phedonia  was  much  indebted  for  success  in  the  competition  to 
Governor  P'enton  and  Hon.  \'ictor  Rice,  state  su])erintendent  of  schools, 
both  natives  of  the  county.  The  normal  school  was  oj)ened  as  soon  as  the 
academy  closed.  Its  corner  stone  was  laid  x\ugust  7th,  1S67.  The  writer 
delivered  an  address  on  that  occasion  from  wliich  he  takes  the  liberty  of  ]-)re- 
senting  some  extracts  as  showing  the  purpose  of  the  school  : 

We  have  asscnibk'il  t(»  lay  Ihc  conicr-.stoiic  of  the  I'Vcdonia  Xoniial  School.  To  lay  the  cor- 
iier-stotie  of  public  edifices  with  ap])r(>|>riale  rereinoiiies,  to  <leiM)sit  heiieath  ihein  sonuthiti>< 
carefully  j^uanled  from  decay,  by  which  even  from  their  ruins  we  may  speak  to  the  future,  is  a 
custom  as  old  ami  as  extentied  as  civilization.    If  laying  the  foundations  of  any  edifice  is  an  occa- 
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sion  for  a  common  j-n-  and  for  ^^ralilude  to  Almighty  (  iod,  it  sliouM  be  of  one  to  be  consecrated 
to  the  educatioti  and  elevation  of  the  children  of  successive  ^generations.  I.et  it  ris«.-  in  strenijth. 
Let  grace  and  beauty  crown  it,  and  let  it  endnre  to  bless  lunnanity  nntil  the  everlastini;  hills 
that  stand  as  sentinels  aronnd  it  shall  grow  weary  of  their  watch,  I  am  glad  that  this  occasion 
has  been  honf)red  by  the  presence  of  this  vast  conconrse.  We  behold  lure  venerabk-  men — the 
]Moneers  in  this  western  wilderness, — rejoicing  that  they  have  been  spared  to  see  and  to  aid  in 
this  splendid  contribntion  to  posterity.  Manluxxl  is  liere  in  its  pride  of  strength.  Woman  is 
here  to  aiil  this  work  by  a  holy  sym])athy.  Childhooil  is  here  with  its  wealth  of  beauty  and 
promise  to  behold  the  foundations  of  the  temple,  whose  gates  to  it  are  to  bo  forever  o])en,  and 
whose  walls  are  to  be  everlasting  light.  Here,  too,  are  l>r;ive  men  who  have  she<l  their  bloc*! 
upon  the  battle-field  for  national  luiity.  and  who  know  that  it  is  not  by  1)Iood  alone,  but  by 
intelligence  and  mor.ality  that  the  Rfj^nblic  is  to  live.  Here  all  the  sister  village^  and  towns  of 
Chautauqua  have  their  representatives  to  attest  their  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  e<lucation. 
Here,  gathered  fn>m  all  of  Western  New  York  and  from  other  states,  are  the  members  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  who  have  laid  the  corner-stone  with  the  impressive  leremonies  which  ha\e 
in  various  languages  and  in  all  lands  been  used  for  centuries  in  laying  the  i  oruer-stone  of  so 
many  tem]>les  dedicated  to  art,  science,  an. I  lunnanity.  When  we  review  the  history  of  the 
academy,  we  can  realize  something  of  the  magnitude  of  this  enterprise,  autl  of  what  we  may 
justly  ho])e  for  it  commenced  under  circumstances  more  aus'picious,  u]>on  a  ])lan  more  eompre- 
liensive,  at  a  time  when  intelligence  acts  u])ou  a.  broacUr  i-ircle,  aiul  with  the  I'mpire  State 
])leiiged  to  its  i)er])etual  su])]>ort.  We  are  esta1)lishing  a  sch(»ol  of  a  c]as>  abstdutely  ni  e<led  to 
])erfect  our  educational  system.  Its  primary  object  is  the  thorough  jirep.iration,  bolli  in  theory 
and  in  ]jractice,  of  ])rofessi*)nal  teachers  for  our  common  schools.  It  has  always  been  under- 
.stood  that  the  worker  in  wood  or  stone  or  marble  must  be  ])rej)ared  for  his  task  by  the  S})ecial 
])ractice  and  disci])line  of  years,  and  it  begins  tf)  be  realix'-d  that  tlie  man  w  lio  does  his  w«»rk 
upon  the  souls  of  children  should  have  some  i)re])aration,  some  knowledge  of  the  divine  element 
upon  which  he  acts,  The  soul  is  more  coniplex  than  the  universe.  I'rom  its  depllis  spiing  all 
acts,  all  history.  Immortal  joy  or  immortal  sorrow  is  its  destiny,  and,  more  sensitive  than  the 
musical  instrument,  it  yieMs  discord  or  harmony  as  it  is  touched.  Woe  to  the  man  or  woman 
that  tampers  w  ith  it  by  ignorantl}-  and  carelessly  assuming  the  di\  ine  task  of  slui])ing  it  for  time 
and  eternity  ;  but 

"  Fools  venture  in  wlierc  aiis^cls  (cnr  to  tread." 

The  theory  of  American  society  is  not  that  government  is  established  to  elev.ite  a  few  and 
give  them  wealth,  culture  and  position  at  the  ex]K>nsc  of  the  millions,  but  that  "  gt)vernments 
are  instituted  f(»r  the  governed,"  that  all  alike  are  entitled  to  protection  and  to  mental  develop- 
ment, to  make  the  most  of  life.  If  it  is  aske<l  why  government  should  i)rovide  from  common 
resources  for  universal  eilucation,  we  would  answer,  because  it  is  the  source  of  individual  h.i))pi- 
ness  and  national  greatness,  the  guarantee  of  social  order,  the  chea])  drfcnse  of  nations.  The 
Saviour  took  little  children  in  his  arms  and  blessed  them  and  said,  "  (»f  sueh  is  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven."  Shall  society  forget  them  ?  They  need  jirotx^ction  from  the  r.ij)acily  of  man.  in  the 
inamifactnriug  centers  of  the  old  world  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  eliildren  em]>loye<l  ;  there 
are  eyes  in  which  the  light  of  hope  never  slnme.  chei-ks  that  the  hues  of  lu  ahli  ne\  (  i  vi  >ited, 
weary  little  hands  that  fin*!  their  first  rest  in  the  grave.  I  know  of  no  higlu  r  crime  than  robbing 
childhood  of  the  joys  of  life  an«l  of  all  ])rej)aration  for  the  great  hereafter.  P.etter  is  the  ])agan 
morality  that  nujnlers  the  children  outright,  than  that  which  coins  their  ]>rotracted  snlferings 
into  gold.  Tlie  same  use  of  childhood  is  bi-gimiing  in  this  (^ountry.  Let  the  Stati-  make  it 
impossible  by  law,  and  by  jjrescribing  tlie  years  chiMlu)od  shall  have  for  edueatioii.  Let  it,  like 
Trussia,  make  the  education  of  every  child  compulsory.  Our  common  schools  should  teach 
every  child  in  the  Rei)ublic  obedi»'nce  to  authority,  habits  of  .systematic  in<liistry,  the  princi- 
ples of  Christian  morality,  a  patrotisni  fed  by  all  the  ins])iration  of  our  history,  a  knowledge  of 
the  princi])les  of  our  government,  and  an  ap}>reciation  of  the  sacred  responsibilities  of  citizen- 
ship. Common  schools  scattered  all  over  the  Republic,  and  giving  the  same  instruction,  should 
be  the  great  bond  of  national  unity,  the  crucible  in  which  all  the  varied  elements  w  hich  enter 
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into  our  national  life  shall  be  fused  into  a  common  brotherhood  with  a  common  heart,  so  that 

"  The  imion  of  States,  the  union  of  lands, 
The  \inion  ot  hearts,  the  union  of  hamls, 
And  tJie  flag  of  our  Union  forever," 

may  be  a  glorious  reality  and  not  a  poet's  dream.  When  a  child  leaves  the  school-room  at  the 
proper  age,  the  seeds  have  been  sou'n  that  will  ripen  into  destiny,  the  currents  of  being  have 
taken  their  course,  (for  weal  or  woe)  as  they  will  roll  on  to  the  bosom  of  eternity. 

"  A  i)ehhle  in  the  streamlet  scant 

Has  changed  tlie  course  of  many  a  river, 
A  dewdrop  on  tlie  tiny  j)!ant 

H;ts  warped  the  giant  oak  forever." 

This  building  with  its  grounds,  to  cost  ;?icx),ooo  and  to  be  vested  in  the  state  upon  its  pledge 
.  to  sustain  such  a  school  as  it  is  prepared  for,  is  the  cheerful  contribution  of  this  loeautiful  village 
to  local  and  universal  education.  It  is  pro])er  thai  I  shoidd  speak  in  this  connection  of  Hon. 
Victor  M.  Rice,  an  honored  son  of  Cliautautpia,  who  is  now,  for  the  third  time,  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  in  this  state.  It  is  in  a  great  measure  due  to  his  zeal  and  indomitable  per- 
severance that  the  new  normal  schools  are  established,  and  that  the  common  schools  of  the 
Emi)ire  Slate  are  free  to  her  1.300,000  children.  To  accomplish  so  great  a  good  seldom  falls  to 
the  lot  of  any  man. 

We  must  not  forget  that  the  world  with  its  material  forces,  its  })rofusion  of  beauties,  and  all 
the  necessities,  joys,  and  sorrows  that  attend  human  life,  is  the  Creator's  school  to  develop  the 
soul.  .XUlunigh  no  man  was  present  when  the  Almighty  architect  "  stretched  the  line  upon  the 
earth,  and  laid  llie  corner-Mone  thereof,"  yet  we  know  from  the  divine  record  that  he  dedicated 
this  great  temple  to  ihe  spirit  he  was  to  breathe  into  the  beings  he  was  to  create  in  his  own 
image,  and  give  dominion  o\er  the  earth  and  ever}-  living  thing.  So,  in  humble  imitation, 
we  dedicate  this  perishable  work  of  our  own  hands  to  the  soids  of  childhood,  that,  like  the  great 
temple  not  made  with  hands,  it  may  aitl  to  warm  hearts  with  divine  love,  and  to  unseal  e\  es  to 
the  beauty  of  holiness.  All  who  now  live  will  pass  away  as  a  shadow,  and  as  large  a  throng 
will  still  crowd  the  shores  of  being  to  taste  the  same  mixed  cup  of  joy  and  sorrow  which  fate 
]iresses  to  all  human  lip^,  for  generation  follow  s  generation  as  wave  follows  wave  U])on  the  sea. 
\\'e  are  enjoying  tlie  ripened  fruit  of  the  toil  and  suifering  of  all  the  friends  and  martyrs  of 
humanity  in  all  the  ages,  aiul  to-d.iy  we  recogni/.e  our  obligations  to  the  fuUire,  We  seek  to 
]ilace  our  laiidmai  k  n])on  the  sea  of  time,  to  make  our  contril)ution,  humble  though  it  may  be, 
to  lh()'^e  who  are  to  sueeei-d  us.  May  this  day's  work,  this  scene  of  beauty,  leave  a  jjleasant 
memory  in  thousands  of  souls,  and  w  hen  we  all  rest  in  the  grave  may  the  haj)])y  faces  of  youth 
look  from  the  uMid<»ws  of  tliis  temple  u\xm  the  beauty  which  is  no  more  for  us,  an<l  may  the 
voice  of  gladness  long  echo  in  its  halls. 

The  huildiiii;-  \va^  coniplelctl  in  1S6S,  and  the  writer  was  then  aiUh<3rized 
Ijy  the  bo^ird  ol  tni.siees  to  })resent  to  the  state  the  deed  of  the  property. 
Hon.  (jeori;e  Ikirker  (re})resentini;-  the  state  superintendent)  received  it  for 
the  state.  A  lew  extracts  from  the  presentation  address  tells  the  story  better 
than  I  can  now  : 

1  have  been  aulhorizetl  by  the  corporate  authorities  of  the  village  of  b'redonia  iy  their  behalf 
and  in  the  behalf  of  its  citizens,  to  tender  to  you  as  the  representative  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  conveyance  which  vests  the  title  of  the  Normal  School  in  the  State.  I  need  not  say  that  we 
feel  some  nteasure  of  lK)nest  pride  in  the.se  beautifid  grounds,  and  in  this  imposing  and  tlurable 
edifice,  which  is  tixlay  «le<licated  to  ])oi)ular  education,  and  accepted  by  the  State  uutler  its  .s<.)l- 
emn  ])K  »lge  to  sustain  a  .school  within  its  walls  from  generation  to  generation.  Our  citizens  h.ive 
invesled  in  this  school  5'<>'>.<»<h),  a  sum  ecjual  It)  one-tenth  the  assessed  value  of  all  the  j)roperty 
U])on  the  corporation.  We  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  so  cheerful  and  mutiificent  a 
contribution  to  the  cause  of  education  by -any  such  cotnmunity  is  without  a  jiarallel.  The  old 
academy  was  re\erenced  here  as  the  work  of  our  fathers.    It  was  interwoven  with  the  whole 
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social  life  of  the  coinniunity.  It  had  added  to  its  material  wealth.  It  had  viiven  it  character 
abroad.  Tpoii  a  circle  as  broad  as  the  spirit  of  adventure  has  led  men  in  this  restless  aj;e,  in 
ever\'  field  for  honorable  achievement  its  students  were  bearing;  a  manly  ])art.  Honor  clustered 
around  the  memory  of  its  dead.  It  wa?  under  the  inspiration  of  these  facts  that  this  community, 
with  a  spirit  as  noble  as  that  of  otir  fathers,  resolved  to  do  something  for  local  and  j^eneral 
e<lucation  worthy  of  its  prosperity  and  resources,  worthy  of  this  beautiful  and  fruitful  rej^ion 
worthy  of  the  enteq^rise  and  taste  of  this  wonderful  age,  something  that  should  endure  forever 
as  a  memorial  of  the  interest  felt  in  j>opular  education  by  this  generatim  ;  and  this  elegant  edi- 
fice, in  which  we  are  this  day  assembled,  is  the  result  of  this  resolution.  The  school  established 
here  is  upon  a  novel  and  comprehensive  j)lan.  The  "normal  department,''  which  is  amjile 
for  the  accommodation  of  300  students,  is  designed  to  give  Ihem  in  its  four  years'  course  ot 
study  a  thorough  scientific  and  classical  education,  and  to  perfect  them  in  the  theory  and 
practice  of  teaching.  Its  doors  are  open  to  students  from  all  parts  of  the  state,  and  books  and 
instniction  are  free.  As  auxiliary  to  this  department,  is  the  "  m<)del  or  training  school,"  which 
furni^lies  the  material  upon  which  it  acts.  This  is  designed  for  the  cliildren  of  the  vill.ige,  and 
to  be  as  jierfect  a  school  as  the  largest  learning,  ri})est  experience,  and  the  highest  art  can  furnish. 

After  the  great  pecuniary  sacrifices  our  citizens  have  made,  they  ask  for  a  thorough  school, 
one  in  which  earnest  work  shall  be  done.  With  the  ample  comj)ensation  the  state  is  able  to 
atTord  teachers,  they  demand  in  every  department  the  Adlest  measure  of  zeal,  le.irning,  ability, 
and  exjK'rience.  They  realize  fully  that  a  scIkk^I  to  command  success  must  tle^erve  it.  The 
gloss  and  glitter  ajid  j)retension  which  in  some  places  pass  for  education  will  not  satisfy  them. 
They  want  the  substance  and  not  the  shadow.  They  do  not  believe  that  tnith,  ])ure  and  simple, 
ever  kills  children.  If  this  school  is  })roperly  conducted  no  human  intellect  can  nieasure  its 
inJTuence  ;  it  will  l)e  as  extended  as  the  world,  as  enduring  as  the  soul.  In  the  convulsions  of 
nature,  or  in  the  slow  process  of  decay,  or  in  the  mysterif)us  social  changes  in  which  nations 
an<l  languages  disajijiear,  the  work  of  our  hands  and  the  treasures  of  civilizaticMi  may  leave  no 
trace  upon  the  earth,  but  ever  the  imjiress  of  this  school,  for  weal  or  woe,  will  live  in  the  souls 
of  every  f)ne  educated  within  its  walls.  The  completion  of  an  enterprise  like  this  is  surely  an 
occasion  for  a  comnK>n  jo}-.  ChiMhood  rejoices  in  this  fairtemj)le  dedicate<l  to  its  U'-e  forever  ; 
manhood  rejoices  in  an  achievement  that  is  to  attest  its  energy  and  ])ublic  ^jnril  to  all  coming 
time.  A  few  of  the  aged  ])ioneers  who  are  ]iresent,  who  have  helpe«l  to  build  log  ^choolhouses 
in  the  wilderness,  and  who  have  been  sj^ared  to  see  this  noble  structure  ari^e  crowned  with  all 
graces  of  modern  art,  may  almost  say  with  Simeon  of  old,  "  Now,  Lord,  lettest  thou  thy  servatit 
dejKirt  in  peace,  for  mine  e}  es  have  seen  thy  salvation." 

An<l  now  to  the  lunjiire  State  of  which  we  arc  all  proud,  a  state  no  more  di^ting\iished  for 
its  commerce  and  its  magnificent  ])hysical  resources  than  for  its  liberal  provisions  for  education 
and  for  the  sui)j)ort  of  all  the  charities  that  give  relief  to  every  form  of  human  infirmity  and 
suffering,  the  village  of  I'redcmia  delivers  this  ])roi)erty  with  the  fulle>t  confi«lence  that  the  state 
will  sustain  it  by  its  Ix^unty  and  make  it  a  ])ublic  blessing  to  all  generations. 

The  Fredoiiia  Normal  School  has  been  wonderful ly  sncccssful,  and  dnr- 
ino^  its  28  years  of  existence  its  ^^raduates  have  fdled  leadini:,^  ])]accs  in  the 
schools  in  39  states. 

As  so  much  of  our  pioneer  history  centers  aroinid  Zattn  CnshiuL^  I  will 
o^ive  a  brief  history  of  his  life.  He  was  born  in  Plyniontl  ,  Mass.,  in  1770. 
Bein<;  away  from  honie  he  heard  of  the  surrender  of  I>ur;.;oyne  and  ran 
seven  miles  to  carry  the  news  to  Plymouth.  Mis  father  lost  his  estate  by 
the  depreciation  of  colonial  money,  and  Zattu  was  bound  out  at  Boston  to 
learn  the  trade  of  a  ship  carpenter.  After  servin<.!;  his  term  he  moved  first  to 
Saratoga  county  and  then  to  Oneida  county.  He  cleared  a  large  farm,  and, 
in  1799,  was  employed  to  build  a  vessel  at  Presque  Isle,  now  Erie.  On  his 
return  he  stopped  over  night  in  the  wilderness  at  Fredonia  and  was  so  pleased 
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that  lie  resolved  to  make  the  place  his  home.  In  February,  1805,  ^^^^^ 
Oneida  county  f^pr  this  purpose  with  his  wife  and  children.  Two  sleds,  each 
drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen,  carried  his  family  and  worldly  <^oods.  They  were 
three  weeks  ptrrformiuij^  the  journey  which  now  is,  by  the  flyer  on  the  rail- 
road, ]>crf()nnL-d  in  seven  hours.  The\'  started  from  Buffalo  on  the  ice  to  j;o 
up  the  lake.  At  ni\L;lit  a  terril)le  tempest  came  unexpectedly.  The\'  feared 
to  mo\  c  as  tliere  were  pcjints  where  the  ice  was  broken.  The  jud«;e  blew  an 
()ld-fa>hi«)ned  dinner-lioni  at  intervals,  thinkiuj^^  it  miiiihl  attract  some  settlers. 
'l\v()  men  lieatil  it,  takin^j;  il  ft)r  a  sl;.;nal  ol' distress,  came  with  lanleins  and 
])il()ted  t'lem  ashore  neai'  the  moulli  «>1'  lCij;hleen-mile  creek.  Before  da\  lii;ht 
the  ice  had  receded  miles  fr(jm  the  shore.  When  he  reached  Canadaway  he 
found  the  lot  he  desii^ned  fur  a  home  had  been  taken  u|)  by  Thomas  McClin- 
tock,  but  furtuuatel)-  found  a  partl\'-built  lo<^-  house,  which  made  them  a  hoiue 
for  the  winter.  He  dro\'e  four  cows,  and  brouj^ht  a  barrel  of  salt,  a  half- 
bushel  of  ap[>le  seeds,  and  two  men  to  assist  in  choppini;-.  His  a])ple  seeds 
were  the  ;L;erm  of  the  oldest  orchards  in  Chautaucpui.  He  procured  potatoes 
for  })lautini;-  from  the  Imlians.  He  with  nine  others  ori^anized  the  Ikiptist 
church  in  FredvUiia  in  1.S07.  He  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  in  all  the  log- 
school  houses  foi'  miles  around  he  found  a  pul])it  and  attentive  listeners. 

U])  to  iSoj  all  of  the  count)'  was  the  tozcnsliip  of  Chautaiupia,  with  the 
town  meetin<;s  at  tlie  Cross  roads,  1U)W  Westfield.  Jud,i;e  Cusliini^^  rallied  all 
the  N'oters  of  his  ]>art  of  the  count)'  to  !l;o  to  Westfield,  and  the)'  voted  the 
town  nievtiniL^-  here.  This  cansed  the  creation  of  Pomfret.  At  its  first  town 
meelinj^  he  wa^  elected  oserseer  ot"  the  poor.  In  iScjS  he  was  ai)poiiit<.;d  one 
of  the  jiul^es  of  Niagara  count)',  of  which  luie  count)'  was  a  part,  and  tried 
and  sentenced  to  j)ris()n  the  first  coiu'ict  from  lUiiTalo.  At  the  organization 
of  Chautauijua  count)',  in  iSii,  he  was  appointed  judge.  Law)ers  from 
lUiffa]<j  would  come  and  sla)'  with  him  o\'er  Sunda)',  and  on  I\It)nday  they 
would  go  on  lu)rseV)ack  through  the  wo(xls  to  Ma)'\'ille.  He  served  as  a  pri- 
vate in  the  War  of  1S12.  He  was  deli\'ering  a  Fourth  of  Jul)'  oration  when 
news  came  of  the  landing  of  some  Ihitish  soldiers  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cana- 
dawa)-.  h'or  a  wondei'  the  orator  hastened  to  the  scene  of  danger  more  rapidly 
than  hi>  audience.  James  Mullett  and  Daniel  W\  Douglas,  in  tlieir  haste, 
undertook  to  ride  one  horse,  which  fell  with  them  and  left  them  hel])less  at 
the  roa<lside.  .Seldom  in  the  histor)'  of  war  has  the  whole  cavalr)'  of  an 
ami)'  1)een  rendered  useless  by  a  single  accident.  The  two  heroes  were  cov- 
ered with  mud  instead  of  glor)'.  At  that  time  two  men  could  not  ride  one 
horse,  but  since  Chautau<pia  has  produced  poliMcians  wh<^  could  ride  half-a- 
dozen  at  a  time.  In  1S17  a  law  was  ])assed  to  aid  agricultural  societies, 
which  were  to  be  organized  at  the  court  houses  in  the  respecti\'e  counties. 
Two  or  three  da)  s  belore  the  time  the  judge  rtxle  from  house  to  house  as  far 
as  Cattaraugus  creek,  and  notified  e\er)'  nuan  to  rally  for  ]\Ia)-\'ille.  The 
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jiidj^c  headed  the  procession  of  several  huiulred.  There  were  not  as  many 
liorses  as  men,  so  some  wonld  ride  a  certain  distance  and  tie  tlie  liorse  to 
give  tlie  footman  beliind  a  cliance.  At  tlie  appointed  lionr  they  emerged 
from  the  forest,  fdleil  the  conrt  liouse,  organized  with  Jndj^e  Cnshinj;-  as 
chairman,  and  voted  the  Pair to  Predonia.  Premiinns  remitted  for  tlie 
purpose  formed  the  nucleus  for  the  Fredonia  Academy  library.  In  1.S26, 
just  after  the  opening  of  the  ]%rie  canal,  Judge  Gushing  built  in  com})any 
with  others  a  canal  boat  within  the  limits  of  h^redonia,  using  the  tools  he 
used  to  1)uild  the    Cxood  Intent  "  at  Erie  30  years  before.    The  boat,  named 

The  Fredonia  luiterprisc,"  was  drawn  to  Dinikirk  b\'  100  yoke  of  oxen, 
loaded  with  wheat  by  Todd  &  Douglas,  and  towed  to  IhiiTalo  by  the  steamer 

Lake  Superior."  Tliis  was  the  first  wheat  ever  shipi>ed  from  Chautau(|ua 
to  the  New  York  market. 

In  1 81 6  the  wife  of  Judge  Gushing  died.  U})  to  that  time  so  many  had 
never  attended  a  funeral  in  Ghautauqua  county.  The\-  came  on  foot  and  on 
horse-back  and  with  ox-teams  from  the  remotest  towns  to  pay  the  last  tribute 
of  respect  to  the  dead.  Tliere  were  none  of  tlie  arts  by  which  grief  is  now 
fashionably  expressed,  but  it  was  to  l)e  seen  in  the  teai  ful  eyes  of  youth 
and  age. 

In  the  hard  season  of  1S16,  blessed  with  am])le  means,  Judge  Gushing 
would  not  sell  his  grain  but  loaned  it  to  l)e  returned  when  harvests  should 
come  to  the  borrower.  When  his  family  remonstrated  with  him  for  indis- 
criminate benevolence,  he  told  them  it  was  better  to  aid  ten  hyjH^crites  than 
to  turn  away  one  that  was  needy.  He  was  a  i)eacemaker.  Men  gathered 
around  his  death  bed  for  counsel.  His  influence  was  not  in  his  words  as  a 
preacher,  but  in  the  henjic  Ghristian  life  back  of  it.  He  died  in  1S39.  600 
acres  of  land  converted  from  the  wilderness  to  cultivated  fields  attested  his 
energy.  Pie  was  an  ardent  patriot,  but  to  him  the  vision  of  the  great  strug- 
gle to  be  waged  for  the  life  of  the  Republic  and  in  which  the  heroism  of  his 
grandson  was  to  make  the  name  of  Gushing  immortal  in  history  did  not  come. 

To  refer  again  to  the  teachers  of  the  period,  many  of  them  impressed  tlie 
school  more  by  the  ruler  iun\  birch  whip  than  by  any  lessons  from  the  books. 

"  TlicH',  iti  liis  noisy  tnriti^ioii,  skilled  to  tiik'. 
Tlu-  vill;i;;i'  iiKisU  r  (,in:;lit  his  little  •..•liool, 
A  iimn  s<  \rre  lie  was  and  sit  iii  to  view. 
1  knew  him  will,  ami  every  tinanl  kin  \\-. 
Well  had  the  hodiuK  lit  iiiMeis  leai  ix  <1  lo  traee 
The  day's  ilisaslers  iti  his  inorniii}.:  lace. 
I'nW  well  they  k-m;,'hed  with  co\iiiter leile<l  ^lic 
At  all  liis  jokes,  fur  many  a  joke  liad  he. 
iMill  well  the  busy  whisper  rireliiiii  roiUKl 
Conve\«'d  the  dismal  tidiiif^s  when  he  frowned." 

The  rude  discipline  of  the  schools  was  much  better  than  di.sorder,  as  a 
preparation  for  the  battle  of  life.  In  too  many  schools  now  Young  America 
must  be  humored,  and  amused,  and  flattered,. and  fed  on  sunbeams  and  rain- 
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bows,  and  truth  in  homeopathic  doses,  and  the  two-hundredth  attenuation 
at  tliat.  It  must  be  learned  without  study,  wise  without  reflection,  obedient 
without  discipline,  hardy  without  exercise,  and  venerable  without  ag^e.  Some 
one  tells  of  seeini;'  a  boy  seven  years  old  in  a  hotel  smoking  a  cigar ;  he  said 
that  his  father  had  used  disrespectful  language  to  him, and  that  he  should  not  go 
home  until  he  had  made  a  proper  apology.  I  know  that  there  are  in  this  age 
many  children  properly  governed  and  educated  and  thoroughly  prepared  for 
usefulness.  Ihit  I  fear  that  there  is  a  larger  class  being  educated  in  the  streets 
and  in  the  contagion  of  bad  examples,  without  any  rcsi)ect  for  age,  or  virtue, 
or  authority,  human  or  divine,  and  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  applaud  pert- 
ness,  insolence,  jMofanit)-,  in  short,  the  adoi)tion  by  childhood  of  the  worst 
vices  of  age  as  evidence  of  spirit  and  smartness.  I  tell  you  that  such  children, 
like  premature  fruit,  promise  rottenness  before  ripeness.  I  know  deluded 
parents  who  take  pride  and  see  promise  in  careers  thus  commenced,  but  at 
the  end  of  them  I  see  stone  structures  with  barred  windows,  scaffolds  with 
dangling  ropes,  the  potter's  field  with  unmarked  graves. 

The  pioneers  were  intensely  sectarian.  This  came  from  earnestness  of 
conviction.  ICvery  part  of  the  liible,  as  each  understood  it,  was  vital.  There 
was  no  non-essentials.  Ivich  sect  saw  the  way  to  the  House  of  "  Many  Man- 
sions as  clearly  as  they  did  the  wa}'  to  the  neighbor's  cabin  by  the  marked 
trees.  Each  wondered  how  others  with  the  marks  so  plain  should  not  see 
them  and  be  cast  awa\-  forever.  vS\inpathy  was  almost  lost  in  indignation. 
The  ])reacliing  was  mostly  doctrinal  but  terriljly  earnest.  The  terrors  of  the 
law  were  dwelt  upon  more  tlian  cliarity  or  love  to  God,  and  few  then  realized, 

■■  Th.it  larDily  i><)\v<.  r  (loth  tlun  show  likcst  (jChI's 
W  'u  ii  mt  icy  SLUMJiis  justice." 

The  sermons,  wliich  are  now  deli\'ered  b\'  the  greatest  modern  divines, 
and  which  tend  to  make  all  men  akin  and  to  bring  them  into  unit)',  would 
not  have  been  tolerated. 

The  women  of  the  period  not  only  had  the  burden  of  the  house-keeping, 
but  the  wool  to  spin  and  wea\'e,  and  to  make  clothes  for  the  family.  The 
sound  of  the  wheel- was  the  monotonous  music  of  every  home,  and  the  prin- 
cipal outside  concerts  were  b\-  the  various  birds  from  a  thousand  trees,  some- 
times intermingled  with  the  growl  of  the  bear  and  the  scream  of  tlie  panther. 
The  wild  llowers  in  many  hues  decked  the  forest  in  spring.  The  rose,  the 
holly-hock,  the  peony,  the  poppy,  the  marigolds,  the  bachelor-button,  violets, 
and  sweet-william,  bloomed  around  the  home  in  summer.  The  ripened 
leaves  of  autumn  presented  a  wide  scene  of  grandeur  and  Ix'auty  in  colors 
which  no  modern  garden  can  i)resent,  or  artist  copy.  This  was  a  free  exhi- 
bition in  God's  auditorium  and  it  came  every  year  under  the  management  of 
the  forces  of  nature. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  Mrs.  Sophia  Williams,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
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ineiubers  of  the  Fredonia  Baptist  churcli.  Slie  will  illustrate  the  character 
of  the  women  of  that  day.  I)iirin<^  the  year  1H13  her  husband  carried  the 
mail  weekly  between  Erie  and  Iiuffalo.  Once  he  arri\ed  with  it  from  Erie, 
sick  and  una1)le  to  sit  upon  his  horse.  She  j^athered  hemlock  boughs  and 
gave  him  a  sweat,  then  took  the  mail  and  set  out  on  horseback  with  it  for 
Buffalo.  It  was  in  the  breaking  up  in  the  spring,  when  all  the  streams  were 
swollen  by  the  freshet  far  beyond  their  natural  limits.  She  plunged  her 
horse  into  the  angry  flood,  swam  it  across  the  Cattaraugus,  the  Eighteen- 
mile,  and  the  Buffalo  creeks,  holding  the  mail  aboye  the  water,  and  delivered 
it  in  Buffalo  in  time.  She  passed  through  the  territory  of  two  tribes  of 
Indians  susjiected  of  hostility.  Wild  beasts' still  hovered  around  the  path 
siie  travelled.  A  few  years  later  lier  daughter,  who  had'married  a  Dr.  Wha- 
ley  and  had  emigrated  to  southern  Indiana,  wrote  home  that  she  and  her 
husband  and  her  children  were  all  sick  ;  that  there  was  no  chance  for  them 
there  but  death.  This  brave  woman  took  a  span  of  horses  and  a  lumber 
wagon  and  set  out  alone  to  rescue  them.  Her  journey  was  hundreds  of  miles 
through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  Sometimes  she  found  a  house  at 
night,  sometimes  she  sle])t  in  the  wilderness  with  no  shelter  but  the  heavens, 
with  no  protector  but  the  God  who  alwa\s  watches  over  his  saints.  She 
crossed  rivers  where  the  horses  had  to  swim  and  draw  the  wagon  after  them, 
but  she  returned  in  safety  with  her  idols.  When  the  names  uf  the  heroines 
of  history  are  collected  and  assigned  their  })laces,  high  on  the  roll,  justice, 
with  a  ])encil  of  light,  will  write  the  name  of  Sophia  Williams,  the  Chau- 
tauqua heroine.  Some  of  our  modern  female  equestrians,  were  she  to  appear 
in  our  streets  now  with  the  same  attire  and  surroundings  as  when  she  set  out 
with  the  mail  for  Ihiflalo,  might  ridicule  her  ap]K\arance,  but  her  energy  and 
heroism  were  worth  more  than  a  great  deal  of  modern  fniery. 

At  an  early  period  there  were  eighteen  distilleries  in  this  town.  The 
use  of  whiskey  was  almost  universal.  It  found  its  way  to  ever\-  home,  store, 
workshop,  and  harvest  field,  and  even  to  the  grand  jury  room.  The  strongest 
illustration  of  meanness  was  being  "  too  stingy  to  furnish  whiskey  "  for 
laborers  in  haying  and  harvesting.  This  was  looked  upon  as  the  unpardon- 
able sin.  The  price  of  whiskey  was  20  cents  ])er  gallon,  and  it  was  p\n*e 
compared  with  the  modern  article  upon  which  avarice  has  exhausted  science 
in  mingling  poisons  to  increase  profits  of  manufacture.  In  the  Washing- 
tonian  movement  in  1840  men  awakened  as  from  a  dream  to  the  ravages  of 
intemperance.  In  every  community  some  were  snatched  as  brands  from  the 
burning.  Since  then  it  has  been  a  subject  for  agitation  everywhere,  but  the 
friends  of  temperance  have  labored  in  vain  to  close  the  flood-gates  through 
which  it  has  carried  sorrow  and  desolation  over  the  earth.  It  is  the  skeleton 
in  tlic  closet  of  millions  of  homes.  Like  death  it  goes  alike  to  the  hovel  and 
the  palace.    It  changes  the  bread  of  life  into  poi.son.    Under  inexorable  laws 
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it  makes  life  a  curse  to  millions,  and  hands  the  curse  down  from  generation 
to  generation.  The  means  it  furnishes  government  by  paying  taxes  are 
thrice  dissipated  in  relieving  the  suffering  and  punishing  the  crime  it  engen- 
ders. Its  record  is  as  old  and  as  broad  as  the  world  in  wrecking  lives,  with- 
out any  corresponding  good  to  its  credit.  Government  quarantines  the  pes- 
tilence and  has  stopped  it  in  its  usual  sweep  around  the  world,  but  it  gathers 
toll  from  the  desolation  of  alcohol  whicli  it  never  stays.  In  this  republic 
v/hiskey  largely  ruk-s  the  caucus,  and  enables  demagogues  to  shape  state  and 
nati(,)nal  polic>'.  \\\^  cease  t«.)  wonder  why  public  men  do  not  grapple  with 
it  until  we  see  the  number  of  its  victims  clinging  to  it  with  a  death  grasp, 
the  perfection  of  its  organization,  the  hundreds  of  millons  of  its  capital  reap- 
ing harvests  of  gold  in  e\'ery  place  a  man  reaches  in  a  journe>'  around  the 
Avorld.  Abroad  it  is  stronger  than  thrones.  This  e\'il  ma)' ne\  er  be  entirely 
o\ercome  an\-  more  than  incendiarism  or  murder.  Vet  society  should  not 
light  the  torch  or  poison  the  dagger,  or  coin  the  blood  of  the  innocent  into 
gold,  or  gild  an  open  gateway  to  hell,  on  both  sides  of  every  highway.  Let 
us  hope  that  when  the  history  of  the  second  century  of  Pomfret  shall  be 
written  that  ])etter  education,  moral  suasion,  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and 
more  perfect  laws  will  have  so  modified  this  evil  and  so  enlightened  human- 
ity, that  the  licpior  traffic,  as  it  is  now  carried  on,  will  be  looked  upon  as  a 
relic  of  barbarism,  as  Cliristainized  India  will  sometime  look  upon  the  car  of 
Juggernaut.  It  was  in  Pomfret  that  for  good  or  bad  the  w'oman's  crusade 
against  intem})erance  was  inaugurated.  This  is  true,  although  a  persistent 
effort  has  sought  to  claim  it  for  a  place  in  Ohio,  which  was  a  week  later. 

With  the  love  of  excitement  which  characterizes  our  people,  all  are  mov- 
ing to  cities  who  can  possibK-  eke  out  an  existence  in  them.  Wealth,  that 
elsewhere  prefers  a  home  in  the  countr\-,  where  the  charms  of  nature  and  art 
can  ])e  blended,  here  chooses  the  maddening  excitement  and  whirl  of  city 
life.  Tliis  is  a  wrong  state  of  things.  It  can  onl\-  be  })revented  1)\-  larmers 
discouraging  instead  of  encouraging  boys  in  going  from  home.  This  can  l)e 
done  1)y  making  home  pleasant,  b\-  so  educating  them  that  work  on  a  farm 
shall  not  l)e  mere_drudger\-,  but  an  intelligent  use  of  the  resources  of  nature. 
Nowhere  else  do  intelligence  and  taste  so  nearly  wield  creative  power,  and 
so  readily  and  so  surely  ripen  the  conceptions  of  the  mind  into  utility  and 
beauty.  There  is  no  stron.ger  affection  in  the  human  heart  than  the  lo\-e  of 
nature  and  rural  pursuits.  It  has  been  the  passion  of  all  great  souls.  It  is 
the  first  h)ve  of  childliotxl,  and,  after  man  has  tasted  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
life,  in  his  old  age  he  would  again  seek  the  farm  and  be  buried  under  the 
shadow  of  the  great  trees.  But  there  is  a  period  in  the  restlessness  of  youth 
when  the  world  is  tinged  with  romantic  colors,  and  the  desire  to  go  abroad 
into  the  excitement  which  exists  where  the  great  masses  of  men  are  congre- 
gated is  controlling.     I  wisli  that  both  sides  of  the  picture  could  be  seen  by 
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every  fanner's  son  wlio  stands  at  tlie  tnrninq;  ]>()int  of  liis  (lestin\\  deeidinj^ 
whether  he  will  ])e  a  farmer  or  seek  forlnne  in  otlier  ])nrsnils.  On  llie  one 
side  are  certainty,  res|)eeta])iiity,  independence,  health,  conmuinion  witlv 
nature,  a  reasonable  competency,  in  short  all  the  natural'  ])leasures  which 
belong-  to  life.  On  the  other  are  uncertainty,  dependence,  the  merciless 
stru.iL^i^le  for  power  and  j)lace,  in  which  the  heart  withers  and  the  brain  burns  ; 
there  is  exposure  to  all  the  nameless  temptations  of  corrupt  and  artificial  life  ; 
there  is  the  fixin<^  of  the  adections  upon  thinj^s  which,  if  they  fail,  brinjj;- 
bliolited  hopes,  dcs])air,  criminal  recklessness;  if  by  unmeasured  toil  they 
succeed,  they  have  only  ^^ained  Dead-sea  fruit,  wliich  turns  to  dust  and  ashes 
to  the  taste.  Go  tlie  cities  where  you  can  point  out  one  country  boy  who  has 
<:^rown  to  wealth  and  fame,  I  will  find  you  ten  besotted  bein^rs,  j^oiujj^  throu<;h 
the  last  staj^es  of  degradation  ere  they  find  a  restin^^  place  in  tlie  potter's, 
field.  Vet  they  went  from  pleasant  country  Iiomes,  with  a  motlier's  blessino^,. 
and  with  innocence  and  liope,  and  were  overcome  by  temptation.  I  say  to 
parents  reflect  before  you  send  your  children  abroad.  I  say  to  the  younj^ 
with  liappy  homes  in  tlic  country,  who  can  l)ecame  the  owners  of  land,  who 
can  have  all  the  joys  that  legitimately  belong  to  life,  you  are  like  our  first 
parents  in  Kden  ;  partake  of  what  Ood  has  given,  do  not  hazard  it  all  to  taste 
the  fruit  of  some  forbidden  or  fabled  tree  which  fancy  paints  somewhere  in 
the  distance.  Life  admits  of  but  a  single  experiment.  After  you  have  failed 
in  some  other  pursuit,  you  cannot  go  back  to  industry,  to  a  quiet  country 
home,  and  to  content,  for  when  the  demon  of  pride,  avarice  and  ambition, 
take  full  possession  of  the  soul,  it  is  for  ever. 

It  is  certain  that  the  emigrants  to  Chautauqua  found  as  favored  a  land  as 
any  on  the  long  highway  between  the  oceans.  Here  was  a  fertile  soil,  pure 
waters,  forests  with  all  forms  of  trees  for  use,  an  atmosphere  l^earing  health 
and  energy.  Here  was  a  spacious  harbor  upon  the  shore  of  one  of  the  great 
chain  of  lakes.  Here  was  a  part  of  the  most  available  highway  across  the 
continent.  Here  was  the  capacity  to  produce  in  the  greatest  perfection  the 
cereals,  the  nutritious  grasses,  the  varied  fruits  that  sustain  animal  life. 

Levi  C.  Baldwin  informed  me  that  prior  to  1840,  he  brought  12  bushels 
of  the  choicest  peaches  to  Fredonia,  ofTered  them  at  a  shilling  a  bushel, 
could  find  no  ])urchaser,  drew  them  back,  and  shoveled  them  into  the  hog- 
pen. I  believe  that  there  is  not  in  the  United  vStates  a  ])lace  where  from  a 
farm  of  lob  acres,  a  greater  variety  and  amount  of  food  to  sustain  life  can  be 
produced  than  here. 

Here  have  been  many  industries  which  have  taxed  and  rewarded  human 
toil.  The  three  Risley  brothers,  about  1830,  established  the  "  Risley  vSeed 
Oardens  "  in  Fredonia.  For  a  long  time  they  were  the  most  extensive  in 
the  United  States,  sending  their  products  to  every  state  and  territory.  In 
1849  they  sold  onion  seed  in  California  for  the  same  weight  in  gold.  Many 
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boys  who  coimnenced  working;  at  $6  per  month  upon  the  gardens  became 
wealthy  and  influential  men.  I  may  mention  Joel  R.  Parker,  U.  E.  Dodge, 
George  I).  Hinckley,  and  David  S.  Wright,  as  conspicuous  graduates  from 
those  gardens.  The  Canadaway  creek,  running  through  the  town  to  the 
lake  with  a  fall  of  about  700  feet  in  the  town,  has  had  27  manufactories 
U]H)n  its  banks,  and  has  coiitri])uted  largely  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  com- 
niunitN'.  The  hum  of  industr\-  evers  where  mingled  with  its  waters.  Now 
the  little  manufacturing  done  is  mostl)'  b)'  steam.  The  great  concentration 
of  manufacturing  capital  and  machinery  in  the  cities  has  left  the  sh(jres  of 
the  creeks  and  rivers  desolate.  The  intelligent  mechanics  who  used  to  give 
character  to  rural  communities  ha\-e  been  de])ri\'ed  of  employment  by  the 
men  who  congregate  in  cities  and  spend  their  lives  in  doing  only  some 
trifling  thing  upon  some  job.  Thi.s  system  may  produce  cheap  machines 
but  it  also  produces  cheap  restless  men.  Do  we  realize  that  the  production 
of  cheap  machinery  is  not  the  chief  end  of  life? 

Within  the  last  twenty  years,  the  production  of  grape  rcjots  has  grown 
into  an  immense  business  finding  a  nuu-ket  in  every  state  and  territory,  and 
almost  ever\-  nationalit u})on  the  globe.  About  twenty  millions  are  annu- 
ally distributed.  T.  S.  Hubbiud  ^  Co.,  (H.  H.  Pratt,  secretary  and  general 
manager),  (leorge  vS.  J(jsselyn,  Lewis  Roesch,  and  Wheelock  «S:  Clark  are  the 
principal  producers. 

Another  extensive  business  has  been  built  uj)  hy  Dr.  M.  M.  I'Y'uner  in 
manufacturing  medicines  known  as  The  Peoples'  Remedies/'  Though 
wideh'  disseminated,  the  old  saving,  Dust  thou  art  and  untcMlust  thou  shalt 
return    is  not  dis])roved,  as  men  now  occasionally  die. 

Laona,  in  the  MUithern  ]^art  of  the  town,  had  the  first  woolen  factory  in 
the  county  in  1S12,  which  did  a  large  and  ])rofitable  business  forman\-  years. 
Major  Nelson  (lorliam,  a  noble  sjK'cinien  ()(  manhood,  carried  it  on,  coming 
to  it  in  i'S37,  as  a  refugee  after  the  Patriot  War  (so  called)  failed  in  Canada. 
White,  Ihimpus  and  ]{llis  carried  on  a  large  tannery  for  more  than  40  years. 
They  were  al)le  men,  and  laid  the  foundations  so  strongly  that  the  business 
still  lives,  thoUL;h  I;y\enus  IvUis  is  the  only  survivor  of  its  founders. 

In  1S34  there  were  in  Laona  and  \icinit\'  about  30  M<^rnu)ns.  Dr. 
Thomas  D.  Mann  was  practicing  there  as  a  plu  sician.  A  Mormon  elder  was 
sick  unto  death,  and  the  doctor  took  his  three  students  with  him  in  one  of 
his  visits.  The  elder  said  that  he  should  die,  but  should  arise  from  tlie  gra\'e 
the  third  da\-.  ( )ne  r>f  the  students  whispered  to  the  otlier,  We  will  see 
that  he  does."  l/nfortunatel v  sc>me  of  the  Mormons  overheard  this,  and  on 
the  third  night  they  assembled  in  force  to  watch,  and  when  the  boys  had  the 
bod)'  partly  removed  from  the  grave,  they  rushed  upon  them  and  succeeded 
in  captu.ring  one  of  the  number.  This  year  the  Mormons  removed,  almost 
in  a  body,  to  Ohio,  but  thes-  left  one  of  their  number  as  a  witness  to  convict 


POMKKHT. 


479 


tlie  youn<;  student.  The  one  left  liad  tlic  habit  of  drinkin<;,  and,  by  a  con- 
certed efTort  and  free  wliiskey,  was  in  a  profound  slumber  when  the  case  was 
called  for  trial.  Xo  one  appearing;-,  the  case  was  dismissed.  It  is  to  be 
doubted  whether  the  prisoner  could  have  been  convicted  for  his  efforts  to  ver- 
ify the  predictions  of  a  dyin^ii;  saint.  The  accused  was  Dr.  (rcor^e  vS.  Ham- 
son,  who  for  more  than  50  years  was  one  of  the  most  inHuential  citizens  and 
ablest  physicians  in  Chautaucpia  county.  It  is  believed  that  the  same  trio  of 
medical  students  prepared  themselves  for  their  duties  Ijy  a  close  observation 
of  the  bones  and  muscles  of  Joseph  Damon,  the  murderer. 

Many  men  have  contributed  to  the  developemcnt  of  this  town  in  various 
ways,  and  I  can  hardly  do  more  than  to  j^ive  the  names  of  a  few  of  them. 
Some  in  connection  with  the  early  settlement  and  the  acadcm\-,  I  have 
ahead)'  spoken  of. 

Henry  C.  iMisbee  commenced  j)ublishini^  the  CCftsor  in  1.S21.  In  1S42 
Mr.  Willard  McKinstry  ])urchased  the  paper,  and  afterwards  associated  his 
brother  with  him,  and  then  his  son  Louis,  who  is  now  in  its  active  manaj;e- 
ment.  It  is  the  oldest  pa})er  in  western  New  York,  and  has  always  been  a 
pure  and  able  ])aper.  In  1S71,  in  its  fiftieth  year,  Mr.  McKinstry  <;ave  a 
bau(piet  to  Mr.  iM'isbee,  which  was  a  most  notable  ^atheriui;.  Hon.  Hanson 
A.  Risley  presided.  Mi".  McKinstry  is  now  the  oldest  editor  in  the  state. 
As  his  old  associates  pass  away,  his  still  vi,q;orous  pen  comnreniorates  their 
lives  and  per'petuates  their  memories.  The  Advrrtiscr  ami  Cuioii  was  com- 
menced in  1846.  ]\Ir.  L.  L.  Pratt,  an  a])le  writer,  who  is  now  connected 
with  the  U'(ifrr/(}Z('fi  T/mrs  was  its  first  editor.  He  was  succeeded  by  C.  E. 
lienton  who  conducted  it  abl\"  and  successfully  until  his  death.  It  has  since 
been  under  the  efficient  editorial  niana,L;ement  of  A.  H.  Hilton,  and  has  a 
daily  paper  connected  with  it,  published  at  Dunkirk. 

Of  the  pioneer  i)hysicians,  Dr.  White  was  the  first.  He  came  to  Fre- 
donia  in  180S,  thorouj^hly  educated,  but  the  ]:)opulatiou  was  so  sparse  that  he 
had  to  teach  school  the  first  winter.  He  practiced  lar^el\'  for  \ears,  but 
irever  kept  a  set  of  l^ooks,  pi'actically  jj^ivin:^^  his  services  to  humanity.  His 
skill  was  considered  marvelous.  He  was  the  friend  of  education.  He  aided 
every  cause  that  promised  t(Mnake  men  better.  He  was  the  lir>t  surrogate 
of  the  county,  and  se\  eral  times  a  member  of  the  lei^islaiure.  He  was  a 
j^reat  and  <^o<k1  man.  His  nearest  neii^^hbor  was  Dr.  lienjamin  \V<il worth, 
also  a  learned  and  skilled  surgeon.  He  came  to  P'^rechjuia  in  1S24.  He  was 
a  brother  of  Chancellor  Walworth.  He  drew  the  charter  of  the  villa^i^e  of 
PVedonia  in  i<S29.  In  182S  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  ju(l<;es  of  the  county 
court  and  held  the  position  for  13  years.  He  was  14  years  president  of  the 
corporation  of  PVedonia.  He  was  for  31  year  s  a  trustee,  and,  most  of  the 
time,  president  of  the  Fredonia  academy.  He  had  stron,^  prejudices  some- 
times to  the  living,  but  no  one  ever  heard  him  speak  unkindly  of  the  dead. 
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He  died  at  the  age  of  87.  It  is  said  that  wlien  he  and  Dr.  White  had  a  rail 
fence  between  th.em  at  an  early  period,  that  the  top  rails  were  broken  and 
carried  olT,  and  Dr.  Walwortli  suggested  that  the  fence  be  divided  and  each 
repair  liis  part.  They  met  for  this  p\irpose,  and  Dr.  Walworth  told  Dr. 
White  to  look  tlie  fence  over  and  take  which  part  lie  preferred.  After  look- 
ing, Dr.  White  said  that  he  would  take  the  lower  ])art,  the  three  bottom 
rails.    Dr.  Walworth  did  the  rejxiiring.  . 

Another  of  the  early  physicians  was  Dr.  Orris  Crosby,  who  came  to  Fre- 
donia  in  1^17.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut,  studied  medicine  with  an  uncle 
in  Canada.  He  was,  during  the  war,  put  in  prison  for  vindicating  his  countrv. 
He  was  put  on  board  the  British  fleet,  and  because  he  would  not  fight  his 
countrymen  was  shot  by  a  P>ritisli  lieutenant  and  left  for  dead.  He  carried 
during  the  rest  of  his  life  the  marks  of  the  wound  in  his  breast  and  the  Brit- 
ish handcuffs  on  his  wrists.  He  was  an  able  physician.  Later  Charles  H. 
Washburn  came  here,  in  1S51.  He  was  an  accomplished  scholar  and  phy- 
sician. He  was  surgeon  of  the  112th  Regiment,  and  died  from  fever  about 
the  time  the  war  closed.  He  was  one  of  the  men,  who,  whether  joy  or  sor- 
row life  or  death  came,  did  his  duty  as  it  was  revealed  to  him.  About  the 
time  the  war  closed  Dr.  Mathew  S.  Moon,  who  had  held  high  rank  as  sur- 
geon in  the  Confederate  army,  removed  here  from  South  Carolina.  He  soon 
won  the  hearts  and  confidence  of  the  ])e(^j)le.  As  a  physician  he  was  the 
acknowledged  peer  of  the  ablest  in  western  Xew  York.  Dr.  Thomas  D. 
Mann  commenced  practice  in  Laona  in  182S,  and  died  in  1837,  at  the  age  of 
32.  Xo  other  physician  in  so  short  a  time  achieved  a  greater  success.  Of 
the  living;  i^hysic^^ians,  let  some  one  write  after  their  records  and  that  of  their 
])atients  are  coni}-)leted. 

I  will  write  briefly  of  the  legal  profession.  Judge  Houghton  was  the  first 
iaw\  er  and  left  an  honorable  record.  James  Mullett  came  to  I'redonia  in  jSio. 
With  only  a  common  school  education,  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  at 
the  age  of  30.  He  was  emphatically  a  great  man.  He  had  strong,  earnest 
convictions.  You  might  as  well  liave  attempted  to  stay  the  thunderbolt  as 
to  repress  his  emphatic  utterance  of  what  he  deemed  to  be  just  and  true. 
He  was  a  man  for  great  occasions,  and  when  place  seekers  and  demagogues 
would  be  overwhelmed  and  lost,  communities  and  states  would  turn  to  him 
for  a  leader  and  a  guide.  His  brain  was  stimulated  and  inspired  b\'  a  warm 
generous  heart.  His  l)cst  elTi)rts  were  in  behalf  of  those  upon  whom  courts 
ami  juries  and  b\-.standers  frowned.  His  poweis  were  nevei'  einj)lo\  ed  to  sus- 
tain an\-  gigantic  wrong.  He  loved  truth,  justice,  and  humanit\-  better  than 
gold.  With  rare  opportunities  for  accumulation,  he  ne\"er  acquired  a  com- 
petence. It  seemed  sad  to  see  i)igniies  thrive  while  the  giant  starved.  He 
was  once  a  candidate  for  surrogate  and  delegates  from  Pom  fret  were  elected 
for  him.    The  night  before  the  coiuention  he  withdrew.     He  said  to  one  of 
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its  dtlci^atcs,  "  I  liave  tried  all  day  to  raise  $io.  I  have  been  refused  by  men 
who  are  under  the  stron<;est  obli^^ations  to  me,  and  a  man  wlio  cannot  raise 
$io  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  friends  to  the  convention,  is  not  fit  to  be 
surroiL^ate  of  Chautauqua  county."  Tender  of  all  the  money  he  needed  from 
liis  friend  did  not  change  his  resolution.  His  effort  in  defense  of  Joseph 
Damon  for  murder,  was  never  surpassed  for  eloquence  and  power  in  any  ag^e 
or  country.  His  invective  marked  men.  In  a  suit  be^^^un  a_!:;ainst  some  ])oys 
by  a  man  of  herculean  proportions,  who  tried  to  preserw  order  uj^on  camp- 
meeting  grounds,  he  characterized  the  plaintiff  as  "  Zion's  ])ulldog.''  Many 
of  his  judicial  opinions  will  stand  for  ages  as  monuments  of  his  learning, 
logic,  high  sense  of  justice,  and  strength  and  felicity  of  expression.  Hon.  I^. 
F.  Greene,  Chauncey  Tucker,  Philip  S.  Cottle,  Frank  Cushing,  Thomas  P. 
Grosvenor,  C.  H.  Matteson,  William  A.  Harden,  Walter  W.  Holt,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away,  have  honored  the  profession.  Among  the  eldest  of  the 
living  members  are  the  venerable  Iv  F".  Warren,  Cxeorge  P>arker,  Lorenzo 
Morris,  V.  S.  F^dwards,  John  S.  Lambert.  All  of  them  belong  not  to  the  town, 
but  to  the  county  and  will  be  presented  in  its  general  history.  It  is  a  com- 
pliment to  the  town  that  in  the  So  years  since  the  organization  of  thecount  \' 
it  lias  furnished  the  county  judge  for  more  than  one-third  of  the  time,  "  ! 
has  furnished,  since  1H47,  four  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  James  Mul  '*  n  , 
I>enj.  F.  Crreene,  (xcorge  P>arker,  and  John  S.  Lambert.  All  but  Judge  Lam- 
bert have  retired  from  judicial  service,  and  he,  like  his  predecessors,  is  mak- 
ing an  honorable  record. 

Citizens  of  Pomfret  were  honored  by  a  visit  from  Lafayette  in  1S25.  Iij 
his  long  journey  he  was  greeted  by  no  more  eloquent  voice  than  that  of  Rev. 
David  P»rown,  first  pastor  of  the  F:piscopal  church  of  Fredonia.  Detained  by- 
accident,  he  did  not  reach  Fredonia  until  after  midniglit.  Manv  rev(.lu- 
tionary  soldiers  were  present,  and  under  the  leadership  of  ( ;eneral  Risley, 
General  liarker,  Colonel  Abell,  Captain  Whitcomb,  and  Captain  Ihown  made 
the  most  of  the  pomp  of  war  by  the  exliibition  of  the  wilderness  militia.  In 
the  response  of  Lafayette  to  Mr.  Brown,  he  said,  "The  manner  of  mv  recep- 
tion here,  my  dear  sir,  in  a  place  so  shortly  since  a  wilderness,  as  von  have 
said,  surprises  me  as  much  as  it  pleases  me.  That  tlie  ladies  too  should 
remain  up  all  night  to  receive  me,  it  is  too  much."  This  ovation  to  Lafay- 
ette in  city  and  country  was  the  most  wonderful  expression  of  gratitude  in  the 
world's  histor}-.  It  was  for  sacrifices  made  more  than  50  years  before  for 
liberty  and  humanity.    It  crowned  a  great  life. 

In  1836  the  citizens  of  Pomfret  were  not  exempt  from  the  s])eculative 
spirit  of  the  times.  They  were  the  pioneers  of  a  movement  to  build  a  great 
city  at  \'an  P>uren  to  be  tlie  terminus  of  the  F:rie  railroad.  vShares  of  stock 
representing  $100  sold  for  thirty-five  hundred.  A  railroad  was  surveyed 
Irom  Fredonia  to  Van  Buren.    A  corporation  was  formed  and  purchased 
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Wheeler's  j^^ulf,  tliree  miles  south  of  Fredonia,  for  stone  quarries,  and  stock 
in  them  was  sold  largely  on  Wall  street.  These  were  to  furnish  the  stone  to 
be  used  in  buildinj^  up  the  city  of  Van  Buren.  There  was  at  that  time  in 
the  j^ulf  a  kind  of  stupid  black-snake,  some  of  which  attained  the  leng-th  of 
12  feet.  We  suj)j)()sc  tlicy  were  to  be  trained,  and  to  draw  the  stone  from  the 
quarry  to  tlie  hVcdonia  cK:  \'an  I:'urcn  railroad. 

In  1851  the  New  York  .^v:  Erie  railroad  was  completed  to  Dunkirk.  The 
president  and  his  cabinet  and  Daniel  Webster  were  present.  This  was  the 
greatest  day  C]iautau(|ua  county  had  ever  known.  I  cannot  write  of  the 
railroad  companies  which  have  since  built  about  300  miles  of  railroad  in 
Chautauqua  county.  The  voice  of  the  engine  is  daily  heard  in  more  than 
half  of  its  homes  and  will  speak  for  the  railroads  while  generations  of  men 
come  and  go. 

This  town  contributed  its  full  quota  of  heroes  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion. 
I  will  not  speak  of  them  individually.  A  day  has  been  set  apart  by  law  to 
honor  their  memories,  to  recount  their  great  deeds,  to  decorate  their  graves. 
There,  each  spring,  kindred  and  comrades  come,  and  eloquent  voices  draw 
ins])iratiou  from  the  memor}'  of  the  dead.  Wq  may  hope  this  custom  will 
continue  long  as  the  spring  shall  present  her  llowers,  long  as  gratitude  shall 
waiiu  human  hearts. 

I  can  ()ul\  name  a  few  of  the  men  who  luwe  departed  but  who  ha\'e  lived 
useful  and  honorable  li\-es  and  have  left  their  im])ress  for  good  u^hju  this 
community:  h'benezer  A.  Lester,  John  Crane,  Philo  H.  Stevens,  Alva  H. 
Walker,  Daniel  W.  Douglass,  Elisha  Norton,  Orson  Stiles,  Stephen  Clem- 
ent. Joel  K.  Parker,  ]{lijah  Risley,  William  Risley,  Levi  Risley,  Horace 
White,  Ro^elle  (rreeue,  Lewis  II  (jrant,  David  Harrell,  Aaron  1^.  I^itnam, 
(ieoige  C.  Ivood,  William  C\  (irahani,  James  Gillis,  Henrv  C.  lM'isl)ee,  (icorge 
W.  Lewis,  I'rederic  A.  Redington,  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  J.  Condit  Smith,  Rcjbert 
Mcpherson,  Charles  J.  Orton,  Ah'a  Colburn,  Charles  ]>urritt,  Almond  li. 
Madison,  Arnold  Kingsbury,  John  P.  McLenathan.  I  may  speak  of  Austin 
Smith,  now  li\-ing  at  the  age  of  ninet)',  the  first  principal  of  P'redonia  Aca- 
demy in  1S26,  and  who  is  still  engaged  in  his  profession  of  law  at  his  home 
in  Westfield.  His  life  covers  substantially  the  changes  from  the  wilderness 
to  Western  New  York  of  t(xlay,  such  changes  as  a  life  has  never  witnessed 
elsewhere  in  the  world's  history.  Chauncey  Abbey  and  many  others  ha\'e 
seen  the  same  changes.  They  represent  the  buried  generations.  (Jf  the  liv- 
ing of  today,  my  associates  and  frieiuls  who  are  dear  to  me,  I  have  not  s])oken 
knowing  that  when  they  are  gone  some  other  pen  will  tell  of  their  lives  and 
virtues.  The  ''Old  Settlers'  F'estival  "  at  P'redonia  June  nth,  1S73,  was 
a  large  gathering  from  Chautauqua  county  and  abroad  not  only  of  the  ])io- 
neers,  but  of  the  later  generations.  There  was  in  attendence  five  over  90 
}'cars  of  age,  40  between  80  and  90,  and  150  between  70  and  80.    We  may 
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assume  now  tliat  they  are  all  gone,  but  their  faces,  preserved  by  art  look 
down  upon  us  from  the  walls  of  our  homes,  their  voices  linger  in  our  ears, 
the  works  of  their  hands  are  in  the  fruitfulness,  l^looni  and  beauty  of  our 
hills  and  valleys,  and  by  their  sides  shall  all  of  us  soon  sleep  and  with 
them  await  the  resurrection. 

Every  fable  has  a  moral  and  I  suppose  every  history  should  have.  There 
are  many  impressive  social  lessons  to  be  learned  even  in  the  changes  of  the 
century  in  this  humble  town.  They  are  lessons  not  peculiar,  but  such  as 
our  connnon  humanity  teaches  everywhere.  It  is  a  solemn  lesson  that  men 
do  not  bear  prosperity  ;  that  power  and  capacity  for  achievement  come  only 
from  the  toil  and  discipline  of  sorrow  ;  that  men  of  one  geneiration  become 
strong  and  make  life  too  easy  for  the  next.  In  many  cases  here  we  have 
seen  the  sturdy  pioneer  come  to  the  annual  fairs  with  his  cereals,  his  flocks 
and  herds.  His  children  appear  with  costly  ecpiipages  and  last  horses,  and 
the  third  generation  on  foot,  empty  handed  and  hopeless,  and  the  name  is  no 
longer  upon  the  tongues  of  men.  While  this  is  going  on  toiling  boys,  denied 
0])portunities,  are  working  their  way  to  wealth  and  i)lace,  to  curse  their  pos- 
terity with  too  much  unearned  wealth. 

In  physical  achievement,  since  the  settling  of  Pomfret,  the  dreams  of  the 
poet  have  been  surpassed.  The  achievements  of  6,000  years  have  been  mul- 
ti])licd  or  the  tree  taking  root  in  all  the  centuries,  fed  by  the  toil  and  sufier- 
ing  of  all,  has  at  last  suddenly  blossomed  and  ])orne  fruit.  How  helpless 
was  the  pioneer  in  the  wilderness,  but  his  children  now  are  citizens  of  the 
world,  sharers  in  all  its  luxury  and  glory.  ICvery  continent  and  every  sea 
ministers  to  them.  It  took  months  for  the  pioneers  to  hear  from  across  the 
seas,  now  the  world's  history  of  each  day  is  read  at  the  evening  fireside.  For 
many  years  a  single  carrier,  on  foot,  carried  all  the  mail  past  us  to  the  west, 
now  the  railroads  carry  through  Pomfret  100  tons  daily.  Men  now  live  who 
knew  lUiffalo  when  it  was  a  hamlet.  It  is  ndw  a  city  of  300,000  people,  and 
is  building  u])  an  electric  ])ower  at  Niagara  where  the  hum  of  industry  prom- 
ises to  drown  out  the  roar  of  the  mighty  cataract.  - 

If  the  great  object  of  life  were  splendid  structures,  the  multiplication  and 
diffusion  of  luxuries,  well  might  men  rejoice, 'but  the  solenui  question,  here 
as  elsewdicre,  is  whether  all  these  are  making  men  better  or  happier. 

"  It  is  yours  to  judge  liovv  wide  the  limits  . stand 
Ik-t\vccn  a  splendid  and  a  ha]ipy  land.  ' 

Pvvery  continent  is  strewn  with  the  voiceless  wreck  of  the  works  of  men's 
hands  and  with  graves.  Nationalities  and  languages  have  disappeared.  This 
has  not  been  from  any  convulsion  of  nature,  but  from  the  degeneracy  engen- 
dered by  prosperity.  In  this  very  town  were  the  relics  of  the  mound  build- 
ers. Great  forest  trees  had  grown  over  their  resting  places.  The  pioneer 
planted  wnth  liope  above  these  warning  graves.    The  same  moral  and  social 
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laws  sliould  reiniiid  lis  tliat  tliere  is  no  exemption  from  effects  of  social  cor- 
ruption. In  many  ways  we  see  the  tide  of  anarchy  rollings  in  that  may 
acquire  such  force  tliat  it  can  no  more  be  resisted  tlian  the  woman  with  her 
broom  could  stop  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Our  <i;rcatest  trouljle  is  the  power  of 
mc)noj)oliL'S,  tlie  restlessness  of  labor,  the  wildness  of  the  scramble  for  j^old^ 
the  viok'uce  and  blindness  of  i)arty  spirit,  aud  the  character  of  the  politicians 
who  look  to  their  own  interest  and  forget  their  country.  The  foundation  of 
the  evil  is  that  the  agricultural  population  have  no  love  for  the  home  or  the 
farm,  wliich  is  valued  only  as  so  much  merchandise.  There  is  not  a  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  farms  occupied  now  by  descendants  of  the  men  who  first 
owned  them.  We  do  not  believe  the  republic  can  last  without  the  stability 
and  conservatism  of  an  a<^ricultural  interest  that  holds  the  balance  of  power 
sufficiently  to  be  an  element  in  government. 

"  ni  fares  the  laiul,  to  hastetiiiifj  ills  a  prey, 
Wliere  wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay. 
Princes  ami  lords  may  flourish  or  may  fade  ; 
A  hreath  can  make  them,  as  a  breath  has  made. 
Ihit  a  1)old  peasantry,  their  country's  pride, 
When  once  destroyed  can  never  be  supplied." 

The  teachers  in  schools  will  fail  to  impress  moral  lessons  if  all  the  lessons 
of  life  are  against  them.  I  would  not  hold  up  to  children,  as  models,  the 
marvels  of  litnnanity,  the  great  historic  figures,  and  teach  them  that  if  they 
do  not  equal  them,  life  is  a  failure.  Hut  I  would  exhibit  the  pure,  self-sacri- 
ficing, toiling  men  and  women  who  are  cheerfully  bearing  the  burden  of 
humanity  and  whom  they  can  imitate  and  equal.  I  would  inspire  them  with 
a  love  for  truth,  for  home  pleasures,  for  nature,  for  humanity  in  its  lowest 
estate,  for  the  joys  that  C'iod  has  provided  for  us  all.  One  successful  dema- 
gogue reeking  with  corruption,  yet  elevated  to  place,  followed  by  popular 
ap])lause,  worship})ed  for  successful  stealing,  while  virtue  is  ridiculed  and  a 
drug  in  the  market,  will  do  more  to  demoralize  young  men  than  tlie  exam- 
ples of  a  thousand  saintly  lives.  All  history  warns  us  that  the  ship  of  state 
will  not  make  a  prosperous  voyage  through  tlie  centuries  with  demagogues 
and  devils  at  the  helm,  no  matter  if  they  do  quote  scripture  and  steal  the 
robes  of  angels  to  cover  their  depravit)'.  Nature  has  not  among  her  possi- 
bilities greater  woe  than  ma\'  come  even  to  Pomfret,  if  men  forget  Ciod  and 
his  laws.  Xo  matter  what  fields  may  be  reclaimed,  what  temples  may  be 
reared,  if  men  and  women  are  not  growing  better,  the  })omp  and  splendor  of 
civilization  is  as  sad  as  the  flowers  that  embellish  graves. 
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CHAPTER  XLIX. 

FRKDOXIA,  CIIURCHHS,  KTC* 

FREDONIA  is  a  lovely  villa^^c  three  miles  nearly  south  of  Dunkirk, 
with  which  it  is  connected  by  an  electric  railway,  and  the  Dunkirk, 
Allej^any  Valley  (S:  Pittsburgh  railroad.  It  is  surrounded  by  hills 
and  dales,  and  Canadaway  creek  flows  throu<^li  broad  vinc\  ards,  tumbles  into 
cascades  and  rii)})les  merrily  throuj^h  the  village.  On  a  vSablxith  morning, 
when  the  visitor  sits  on  the  balcon\'  of  the  hotel  looking  out  on  the  \-illage 
]xirk  and  the  silence  of  the  da\'  is  ])roken  onh'  b\'  nature's  warblers  or  the 
bells  of  four  little  churches  that  face  the  green,  it  is  indescril)a])ly  peace- 
fid  and  beautiful.  The  road  between  Dunkirk  and  PVedonia  is  bordered  by 
an  almost  continuous  stretch  of  fine  residences  under  the  protecting  branches 
of  grand  old  elms,  and  surrounded  by  picturesque  lawns.  Berries  and  all 
kinds  of  small  fruits  are  prolific  here,  and  are  sent  out  in  large  quantities. 
The  propagation  of  grape  roots,  gooseberry  bushes  and  other  nursery  stock 
is  also  an  important  industry,  three  or  four  growers  being  extensively  engaged 
in  that  business.  There  are  250  acres  of  ground  devoted  to  the  propagation 
of  grape  roots,  and  more  of  these  are  sold  from  P'redonia  than  from  all  other 
parts  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  not  much  done  in  manufacturing.  P'^redonia  is  almost  distinctly 
a  residence  village  and  school  town.  It  has,  however,  a  mammoth  canning 
factory,  an  im])ortant  felt  mill,  and  two  or  three  other  milling  esta1)lishments. 
The  village  owns  its  own  water-works,  a  gravity  s)  stem  alTording  1 10  pounds 
pressure,  which  comes  from  a  natural  rock  reservoir,  three  miles  distant,  and 
containing  io,no(),0()0  gallons  of  pure  water.  The  reveniu:  from  these  works 
affords  the  corporation  sufficient  money  to  pay  all  expenses,  including  inter- 
est on  the  bonds  and  the  principal  as  fast  as  it  falls  due,  the  total  l)onded 
indebtedness  having  been  $78,000.  The  streets  are  illuminated  by  electric- 
ity from  a  plant  that  is  also  the  property  of  the  corporation,  and  the  street 
railway  company  is  preparing  to  furnish  stores  and  residences  with  incan- 
descent lights.  This  company  has  also  secured  a  franchise  to  put  in  the 
Holley  system  of  steam  heating.  There  is  also  a  regulation  system  of  sew- 
erage, and  the  village  is  said  to  excel  all  others  of  its  size  in  the  state,  in  the 
amoimt  of  sidewalk  flagging.  Facing  the  park  at  the  corner  of  two  streets 
is  the  town  hall,  a  fine  three-story  brick  structure,  erected  in  1S90  at  a  cost 
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of  $40,000,  and  which  contains  the  postoffice,  a  spacious  opera  house,  the 
common  council  rooms,  and  the  hall  for  holding  town  meetings.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  village  are  President,  E.  H.  Pratt ;  trustees,  F.  R.  Green,  John 
M.  Zahi^  Charles  G.  Thayer,  O.  W.  Fargo,  George  R.  Moore. 

The  Fredonia  National  bank  was  established  in  1855  by  S.  M.  Clement. 
It  was  originally  a  state  bank,  but  became  a  national  bank  in  1865.  The  capi- 
tal stock  is  $100,000.  Its  career  has  been  prosperous,  and  it  is  an  institution 
of  stability,  reflecting  credit  upon  its  management.  Of  surplus  and  undivided 
profits  it  has  !?67,ooo,  while  its  deposits  average  about  one-half  million  dollars. 
The  president,  Cliauncey  Abbey,  has  served  continuously  in  that  capacity 
since  1881,  and  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  original  board  of  direct- 
ors. He  formerly  resided  at  Arkwright,  but  since  iSSi  has  been  an  honored 
citizen  of  Fredonia.  A.  O.  Putnam  is  vice-president,  F.  R.  Green,  cashier, 
and  H.  G.  Allen,  assistant  cashier. 

Miner's  bank  is  an  old  and  sound  monetary  institution,  occupying  its 
own  building.  It  was  founded  in  1851  by  H.  J.  Miner,  who  died  in  1872. 
Since  then  it  has  been  under  the  proprietorship  of  H.  D.  M.  i\Iiner,  who  has 
been  associated  with  it  since  1856. 

The  Dunkirk  6c  I'rcd(Miia  I^lectric  railway  is  owned  by  a  stock  company, 
dating  back  in  its  origin  almost  to  the  time  when  the  Dunkirk  »S:  I'redonia 
Plank  Road  Co.  operated  their  toll  road  between  these  villages.  The  first 
corpon\tion  was  the  horse  car  company,''  which  furnished  what  was  con- 
sidered tile  )ic  phis  uUi-a  of  accommodation  to  travellers.  The  public 
spirited  directors  early  saw  the  advantages  of  electricity  as  a  motive  power, 
fitted  up  an  elaborate  ]>]ant  with  ]H)wer  house  and  d\'iiamos  at  PVedonia, 
and  e(|ui})pe(l  tlie  road  with  an  elegant  track  and  cars.  \V.  McKiiistry  is 
president,  and  M.  M.  I'eiiner  superintendent  and  manager. 

The  P'redonia  Natural  Gaslight  coini)an)'  was  organized  in  1848,  and  has 
ever  since  distributed  gas  for  illuminating  jHirposes.  When  natural  gas  was 
discovered  in  copious  (}!iaiitities  the  company  was  reorganized  with  revised 
title.  The  e<)in|Kiny  distributes  manufactured  gas  again  now,  purchasing 
the  su|)pl}'  from'  a  Dunkirk  plant.  The  village  consumes  about  4,000,000 
feet  of  gas  per  \  ear,"  and  the  eonipany  has  receiith'  found  it  necessary  to 
increasv  the  carr\  ing  capacity  by  a  new  pipe  line.  The  comi)any  owns 
ele\'en  miles  of  pipe. 

There  is  prol):d)ly  not  a  village  of  its  size  in  the  country  i)Ossessing  so 
fine  a  hotel  as  Fredonia's  elegant  new  hostelry,  The  Columbia,"  completed 
last  fall  at  an  expense  of  $50,000.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  facing  a  charm- 
ing little  park  in  the  very  heart  of  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  of  Chautau- 
qua county.  There  has  been  a  hotel  on  this  site  since  1821.  The  village 
was  laid  out  on  its  incorporation  as    a  square,  measuring  three-fourths  of  a 
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mile  from  tlie  Johnson  House  north,  south,  east  and  west,''  so  the  Columbia 
is  the  exact  center  of  the  village. 

Another  pleasant  feature  of  the  village  is  the  Barker  Library.  A  build- 
ing was  presented  to  the  village  by  the  late  D.  R.  Barker,  and  is  used  for 
this  purpose.  Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  citizens,  several  large  contri- 
butions have  ])ecn  made  for  its  maintenance. 

In  the  city  building  is  located  the  Citizens'  club,  which  consists  of  eighty 
members,  including  the  foremost  men  of  the  village,  and  which  has  been  in 
existence  for  several  years.  The  departments  include  parlors,  reception 
room,  reading  and  card  rooms,  and  billiard  parlors,  and  are  furnished  in 
admirable  taste.  The  officers  of  the  club  are  :  president,  A.  N.  Colburn  ; 
vice-president,  A.  L.  Mixer ;  secretary,  H.  S.  Clothier. 

Across  the  park  in  another  three-story  building,  is  the  Predouia  Athletic 
Club,  made  up  of  the  brawny  young  men  of  the  village  and  numbering  nearly 
200  mcn)bcrs.  The  club  is  replete  with  plunge  and  shower  baths,  lockers, 
bowling  alley,  gymnasium,  reading  room,  etc.  Courtesies  arc  extended  vis- 
iting wheelmen,  for  the  organization  takes  great  interest  in  cycling,  and  has 
in  its  membership  several  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  contests  in 
this  state  and  Pennsylvania.  The  officers  are  :  president.  Dr.  X.  (x.  Richmond  ; 
vice-])resident,  W.  V.  ]»arnum  ;  secretary,  II.  Cr.  Allen  ;  treasurer.  Dr. 
A.  \V.  Dods. 

XKWSrAPKRS. — In  January  1S17  the  first  newspaper  of  the  county,  the 
CJiautauqua  Gazette,  was  issued  at  Fredonia  by  James  Percival,  a  number  of 
the  people  having  advanced  from  Sio  to  $30  each  as  subscriptions.  The  old 
name  Canadaway  was  not  grand  enough  for  a  village  with  a  newspaper,  and 
a  public  meeting  was  held  which  ado|)ted  tlie  name  Fredonia  at  th.e  sugges- 
tion of  Ju^lge  Houghton  and  tlic  first  issue  of  the  Gn'.ette  proclaimed  the  new 
name.  In  iSiS  Carpenter  »S:  Hull  were  proprietors  and  soon  James  IIull  was 
sole  owner.  The  Gairtle  was  ne\'er  a  paying  pro'perty,  the  ])alrous  mostly 
wislied  to  \y\\  in  some  production  f)f  tlie  farm,  and  p.'i])(-  r,  ink  and  labor  cost 
mone\'.  Mr.  Hull  bteame  invoU'ed  and  an  unrtli  nting  erediior  ^enl  liini  to 
jail.  \\\  obtaining  the  freeclom  of  the  limits  "  lie  could  couk-  to  I'lcdoiiia 
on  vSuuday  b\'  returning  to  the  limits  "  at  May\'iHc  before  midnight. 
Tliis  he  was  sure  to  do  for  he  was  a  man  (jf  honor  and  integrit)'.  Under  all 
its  difficulties  the  Gazette  existed  five  years.  In  1S21  there  was  printed, 
and  sold  wholesale  and  retail,  by  Hull  <S:  Hickok,  Fredonia,  X.  V.,''  a  i)am- 
phlet  of  24  pages  of  2]',  by  4  inches  in  size,  with  illustratic^ns  from  crude 
cuts  evidently  made  in  the  office. 

The  Neiu  York  Censor^  a  four  page  weekly,  was  tounded  in  April,  182 1, 
by  H.  C.  Frisbee.  The  press  and  entire  outfit  cost  about  <200  and  was  brought 
from  Buffi:ilo  as  a  small  wagon  load.  Mr.  Frisbee  publisljed  the  Censor^ 
which  was  changed  to  Fredonia  Cettsot%  for  17  years.    It  was  sold  to  E.  and 
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J.  Winchester  and  pnbli.slied  tliree  years  by  E.  Winchester,  then  by  R.  Cun- 
nington  for  one  year  until  1S42,  wlien  Willard  McKinstry  purcliased  it. 
vSince  1S67  McKinstry  »^  Son  (lyouis)  have  been  the  pnblishers.  Under 
tlicir  niana^vment  the  Ct  iisor  has  been  a  power  in  n])h()l(lin^^  morality,  hon- 
est\-,  and  inU';^!it\-,  and  in  seiitiniLiit  stroni;!)'  Republican. 

In  1.S20  the  Inciii))ii(t  (tdnUr  was  published  Ijy  Mull  cs:  Snow,  the  sub- 
scription list  of  the  rcoplcs  (razcttL\  of  Forestville,  bein<^  transferred  to  it. 
The  office  was  soon  removed  to  Dunkirk,  and  shortly  after  was  consolidated 
with  the  IW'st field  Phiv)iix.  The  ]Vcslcr)t  De))iocrat  and  Literary  hiqitircr 
was  published  from  1835  to  1837,  Fredonia,  and  the  office  was  removed  to  the 
])rospecti\'e  city  of  \'an  Buren  and  used  on  the  l  Ihtrcn  Tiniesy^ .  H.  Cutler, 
editor.  The  J')oii//er  Ji.vpress  was  started  in  1846,  in  1849  ^^'^^-"^  changed 
to  the  Fredo)iia  J-lxpress^  in  1850  to  the  Chautauqua  Union,  In  1851  it  was 
sold  to  T>  ler  .S:  Shepard  who  changed  it  to  Fredonia  Advertiser^  a  Whig- 
organ,  with  Levi  L.  Pratt  editor.  In  1852  L.  L.  Pratt  &  Co.  became  owners. 
In  1855  it  was  Know-nothing"  in  its  views,  in  1862  Democratic.  In  1864 
Pratt,  Hilton  Co.  sold  it  to  J.  C.  Mullett  and  C.  !£.  Benton.  :\Iarch  i,  1865, 
]\Ir.  Benton  was  .sole  owner.  In  1868,  by  uniting  with  the  Dunkirk  Uuion^ 
the  PVedonia  pai)er  became  The  Union  a?id  Advertiser.  It  is  now  published 
under  that  name,  in  connection  with  the  Dunkirk  T)aily  Herald,  by  C.  F. 
White  vS:  Co.     A.  II.  Hilton  is  editor.     It  is  Democratic  in  j^olitics. 

CiiUKCiii:s. —  Tin- First  Jlaptist  ty///n/',wdiich  becameTlie  Ph'edonia  Baptist 
Church  Ma\'  25,  i85(;,  dates  from  a  meeting  held  at  Canadaway  onl\-  three 
years  after  the  first  settler  made  a  ])ermanent  home  in  the  wild  woods  of  this 
count)-.  The  record  is  pre>erved  and  is:  November,  1805.  A  number  of 
I>apti.>t  1)retlnen  having  moved  to  this  place,  it  then  being  a  wilderness 
\vhere  we  ha\-e  no  knowledge  that,  there  was  ever  a  religious  assembly  before, 
whose  numl)er  was  small,  consisting  of  only  five  brethren  and  four  sisters, 
thought  proper  to  meet  on  Lord's  days  to  reconnnend  the  cause  of  Clirist  and 
confirm  each  other  in  the  faith."  ,  The  brethren  were  probably  Zattu  Cush- 
ing,  William  (  iould,  Jolm  \'an  T^\>sell,  Benjamin  Barrett,  JCliphalet  Burn- 
ham,  and  the  sisters  Rachel  Cushing,  Rlioda  liurnham,  Sophia  Williams, 
Silence  Ikirto.  The  next  record  is:  ''March  14,  1807.  The  bretliren  and 
sisters  entered  into  covenant,  and  agreed  to  meet  every  vSaturda\-  in  each 
month  to  renew  co\-enant."  vSei.-)tenil)er  8,  1808  articles  of  faith  and  a  cove- 
nant were  a<lopted,  and,  ( )ctober  20,  sixteen  persons  were  examined  by  a  duly 
authorized  council,  and  tlie  church  was  organized.  This  organization  occur- 
red in  the  4(~>x5o  foot  barn  of  Zattu  Cushing — the  largest  building  in  the 
town.  In  1S13  Mr.  Ciish.ing  was  made  a  deacon  and  in  1816  Kbeiiezer  Web- 
ster and  l^Iijali  Devine  were  chosen  to  the  same  office,  as  was,  in  1821, 
Nathaniel  Cro>by.  PVider  Joy  Handy  was  the  pastor  from  before  organization 
until  1822.     In  1829  the  Second  Baptist  Church  (now  extinct)  was  organi- 
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zed  at  Laona  from  this  chinch.  May  i,  1830,  the  Dunkirk  Uaptist  Church 
was  taken  ofT,  and,  according-  to  the  records,  August  31,  1S31,  the  For- 
cstvillc  liaptist  Church  was  organized  out  of  tliis  church.  Rev.  Hlisha 
Tucker  became  pastor  in  1822,  and  tlie  next  year  he  was  sent  'Uo  New 
York,  Boston,  Salem,  Providence,  etc.,  to  solicit  material  aid  for  the  finishing 
of  the  frame  meetinghouse."  This  was  completed  and  used  until  1835. 
Rev.  Jirah  D.  Cole  was  pastor  from  April  14,  1832,  until  Rev.  lieriah  N. 
Leach  succeeded  him  April  i,  1836.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  John.  F. 
liishop,  March,  1838,  when  the  membership  was  about  500.  The  next  year 
dissatisfaction  arose,  and  two  divisions  were  formed.  Mr.  IJishop  continued 
pastor  of  one  division  in  the  meetinghouse  for  several  >'ears,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  S.  P.  Way  and  Rev.  Bliss  C.  Willoughby  in  turn  until  the 
reunion  February  12,  1848.  From  1839  the  other  division  met  in  the  acad- 
emy and  was  ministered  to  by  Revs.  A.  C.  Barrell,  J.  Iv.  Richmond,  Alfred 
Handy,  I%1)enezer  Loomis.  F/ich  division  calling  itself  the  ImtsI  P.aptist 
Church,"  adopted  articles  of  reunion  F'ebruary  12,  1848,  and,  at  a  joint,  meet- 
ing, Februar\'  14,  mutually  voted  a  reunion.  Fvbenezer  Webster,  Jc^lni  Ham- 
ilton and  Joel  R.  Parker  were  then  elected  deacons,  and,  later.  Almond  R. 
IMadison,  who  served  the  church  most  acceptably  for  over  40  years,  was 
chosen  clerk.  May  19,  1849,  Salem  T.  Griswold  was  settled  as  pastor. 
Since  him  have  been  A.  Kingsbury,  from  April,  1S51  to  1855,  C.  X.  Chan- 
dler, Aionzo  Wheelock,  George  G.  Downey,  Howard  M.  Jones,  Charles 
Thomi)son,  Jvcster  Williams,  Malcolm  McGregor  and  Charles  K.  Smith,  D. 
D.  Membership  300.  The  present  brick  church,  seatin<^  500,  valued  at 
$20,000,  was  dedicated  July  7,  1S53. 

The  First  Pri  shy tcriaii  C/iiurk  0/  Poj/i/irl  organized  Sept.  29,  1810, 
as  a  Congregational  church.  Rev.  John  Spencer  officiating.  The  members 
were  Benj.  Barnes,  Isaac  Barnes,  (chosen  deacon),  Norman  Goodwin,  Mark 
Stacy,  Hannah  Loomis,  Lucinda  Goodwin,  Abigail  Rood,  Ruth  P>arnes, 
Israel  Loomis  (chosen  deacon),  vSamuel  Marsh,  Asa  I*rench,  Pluebe  Risley, 
Persis  Chadwick,  Jeremiah  liarnes.  Thirteen  mem])ers  were  added  in  four 
years.  Mr.  Spencer  jMeached  ]jart  of  the  time  un'il  Samuel  Sweezy  was 
installed  pastor,  March  13,  181 7.  The  church  bccine  Presbyterian  about 
this  time,  and,  until  1824,  included  all  Presbyterians  living  in  Dunkirk. 
Services  were  held  in  a  plank  schoolhouse  in  the  center  of  Houghton  com- 
mon, and  in  various  places  until  1823,  when  a  room  was  fitted  up  in  the  sec- 
ond story  of  the  academy,  which  was  used  until  the  occupation  of  the  brick 
edifice,  commenced  in  1835,  standing  on  the  site  now  occupied.  The  Pres- 
byterian "  Society  "  was  incorporated  in  1819  with  Gilbert  Douglas,  John 
Crane,  Benj.  Douglas,  Henry  Abell,  Thos.  G.  Abell,  Solomon  Hinkley  and  Har- 
vey Durkce,  trustees.  The  pastors  from  Mr.  Sweezy  have  been  William  Page, 
D.  D.  Gregory,  A.  Parmelee,Wm.  Bradley,  D.  R.  Rudd,  Sylvester  Cowles,  D.D., 
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C.  L.  Heqneinboiirg,  S.  M.  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  Augustus  Pomeroy,  Sabin  Mc- 
Kinney,  Daniel  Clarke,  Edwin  S.  Wright,  Wm.  Scofield,  J.  M.  Fradenburg, 

D.  D.,  A.  L.  Benton,  M.  D.  Kneeland,  D.  D.,  T.  E.  Calvert,  S.  W.  Pratt, 
D.  W.  Teller,  (died  in  1894).    The  membership  is  about  500. 

Mrthodist  CJnircJt.^ — Iti  1805  the  first  Metliodist  P4)isc()pal  itinerate  made 
his  a]^j)earance  in  I^>cdonia,  but,  like  the  Tishbite  of  old,  he  ])roclaimed  his 
messai;e,  and  ''passed  on,"  only  occasionally  returning  until  181 1,  when  "Rev. 
Elijah  Metcalf,  preacher  in  charge  of  Chautauqua  circuit,  organized  a  class 
as  part  of  the  Ohio  conference.  Before  this  F'redonia  was  in  the  Baltimore 
conference.  Among  the  members  of  the  society  were  Justin  Hinman  and 
wife,  Daniel  Gould  and  wife,  William  Ensign  and  wife,  Jeremiah  Baldwin 
and  wife.  In  1812  Benjamin  Paddock  was  pastor;  1813,  John  McMahan  ; 
1814,  Burrows  Westlake  ;  1815,  Eemuel  Lane;  1816,  Daniel  D.  Davidson; 
1817,  Curtis  Goddard  ;  1818,  John  Summerville  ;  1819,  the  eccentric  Rich- 
ard C.  Hutton  with  Benjamin  P.  Hill,  assistant.  At  the  general  conference 
of  1820  the  territory  was  given  to  the  Genesee  conference  and  "  Lake  "  circuit 
formed  including  the  territory  between  North  East,  Pa,,  and  Silver  Creek, 
with  Rev.  John  vSummerville  as  ]\astor.  In  182 1  Nathaniel  Reeder  was 
pastor,  Ira  Bruusou  assistant  ;  1822,  Richard  Wright,  Sylvester  Cary  assist- 
ant ;  1823,  Parker  Ihu-l,  Richard  Wright  assistant;  1824,  Josiah  Reyes. 

In  1824  tlie  general  conference  transferred  Chautauqua  county  and  part  of 
Cattaraugus  to  the  Pittsl)tirg]i  conference,  and  in  1825  Henry  Knapp  was 
sent  to  the  circuit  with  Jolm  vScott  assistant;  1826,  Job  Wilson,  John  P.' 
Kent;  1827,  Jo<ep]i  J^.  Harris,  Zechariah  Ragan  ;  1828,  Joseph  S.  Barris, 
Samuel  A\ res.  In  1829  the  name  of  the  circuit  was  changed  to  Porestville, 
James  Gihimre  I'eing  >-eut  as  ',>astor  and  Alured  Plim|)tou  assistant  ;  1830, 
I)a\-i(l  Preston,  Samuel  Iv.  liabcock  ;  1831,  David  Preston,  Joliu  Robinson; 
1832-3,  Jolin  Hal  lock,  Da!iiel  M.  Stearns.  b^x-donia  "  first  a])pears  as  a  charge 
in  1834,  William  Todd  jxi^tor,  I,orenzo  Rogers  assistant  ;  1835,  H.  Luce  was 
appointed  ;  1836,  T.  J.  Jennings,  J.  W.  Davis  and  P>.  S.  Hill  assistants  ;  1837,^ 
J.  II.  Tackett.  C.  D.  Rockwell;  183S,  J.  II.  Tackett,  Josiah  Mower; 
1839,  W.  II.  Ilunier,  I.  C.  T.  McClelland;  1840,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Moses 
Hill  ;  iS4r,  Moses  Hill,  K.  J.  Kinney  ;  1842,  J.  W.  Hill  ;  i8.]3,  Moses  Hill. 

AuL^nst  2,  18 13,  the  annual  conference  held  its  eighth  session  in  b're- 
donia,  Bishop  Jo>hna  Sonle,  D.  D.,  jU'esiding.  There  were  130  ministers, 
appointed  to  70  circuits  and  stations  divided  into  six  districts  :  Ravenna 
and  Warren  in  Ohio,  Mead vi lie,  b>ie  and  Franklin  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
Jamestown  in  New  York.  The  conference  met  in  the  new  church  on  Center 
street  then  completed.  This  was  the  last  visit  of  Bishop  Sonle  to  a  conference 
of  the  Methodist  I^piscopal  church,  as  he  was  one  of  the  number  that 
seceded  in    1844,  and   formed   the   Methodist   Episcopal   church  South. 

♦  Uy  Rev.  J.  Hoyd,  l>py,  A.  M.  I'h.  D. 
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The  pastor  in  1844  was  Thomas  Graliain  ;  1845,  Niraiii  Norton;  1^46-7, 
J.  E.  Chapiii;  1848,  H.  W.  Beers;  1849-50,  S.  C.  Tlionias  ;  1851,  J.  \V. 
Lowe;  1852,  Albina  Hall;  1853,  John  Pcatc  ;  1854,  G.  W.  Chcsbro  ;  1855, 
Xiram  Norton  ;  1856,  A.  C.  Tibbitts  ;  1857,  J.  R.  Lyon  ;  1858-9,  D.  M.  Rog- 
ers ;  1 860-1,  K.  A.  Johnson  ;  1862-3-4,  R.  W.  Crane  ;  1865-6,  E.  H.  Yinglino; ; 
1867-8,  D.  S.  Steadnian;  1869-70,  J.  PI.  Tagg  ;  1871-2,  A.  N.  Craft;  1873-4, 
R.  F,  Randolph;  1875-6,  J.  Bray;  1877-8-9,  A.J.  Merchant;  1880,  John 
O'Neal  (who  died  at  the  close  of  his  first  year.  He  was  a  fascinating  preacher 
and  a  most  affectionate  pastor) ;  188 1-2-3,  J-  Rummer  ;  1884-5,  W.  P.  Big- 
nell  ;  j886,  J.  M.  Barker;  1887,  (six  montlis)  J.  Z.  Armstrong;  1887-8-9,  H. 
C.  Westwood,  D.  D.  (He  died  near  the  close  of  the  conference  year.  He 
was  a  very  excellent  preacher  and  loving  pastor);  1S90-1-2-3,  J.  Boyd  Espy, 
Ph.  D.  The  chnrch  has  been  prosperons  in  its  history,  bnt  never  more 
so  than  now.  It  has  360  fnll  members,  with  no  internal  dissensions  and  is 
free  from  debt. 

The  first  chnrch  bnilding  was  begnn  in  1822  and  completed  in  1824.  It 
stood  on  tlie  lot  now  occnpicd  by  Mr.  A.  Lapham,  on  ICast  Main  street. 
Afterwards  it  was  mo\cd  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  Green  streets.  The  sec- 
ond chnrch  was  bnilt  in  1839  on  the  corner  of  Center  and  I>arker  streets. 
In  the  early  fifties  a  parsonage  was  bonght  on  the  opposite  corner.  The 
present  property  was  pnrchased  in  1867  and  the  church  erected  in  1868-9, 
the  whole  costing  about  $28,000.  The  dedicatory  services  were  conducted 
by  Bishop  ^Matthew  vSimpson  and  the  Rev.  B.  I.  Ives  May  12th,  1S69.  Dur- 
ing the  pastorate  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Kunnner  the  present  parsonage,  ( Jolin  P.  Hall 
memorial  parsonage),  was  built  at  a  cost  of  ,<2, 700,  and  partly  furnished,  the 
furnisliing  being  completed  during  the  short  but  ]K)])u]ar  pastorate  of  Dr.  J. 
Z.  Armstiong.  The  olTicial  members  arc  Rev.  \V.  H.  Hover,  sujx-rauuuate  ; 
Charles  L.  Pearce,  local  ])reaeher  ;  (icorge  G.  Miner,  vSunday  seliool  superin- 
tendent .ind  president  of  ICpworth  League;  Ralph  II.  Hall,  hV-.-lus  Day,  l\ 
A.  Coltrell,  Dr.  M.  \V.  Cobi)  and  Z.  K  Wlieelock,  trustees;  H.  D.  M.  Miner, 
P.  A.  Coltrell,  M.  H.  Shannon,  (\.  G.  Miner,  Henry  Leworthy,  J.  M.  Tyrrell, 
Z.  IC.  Wheelock,  Dr.  M.  \V.  Col)b,  I-rederiek  Dunn,  stewanN  ;  V.  A.  Cottrell. 
J.  :\I.  Tyrrell,  Seth  Aldrich,  Rev.  \V.  H.  Hover,  Dr.  M.  S.  Corey,  class  lead- 
ers. The  P^pwortli  League,  No.  2081,  was  organized  March  i,  1890,  and  has 
1 10  members. 

The  Junior  ICpworth  League,  No.  1843,  has  a  mem])ershipiiof  50,  and  was 
organized  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Richardson,  a  teacher  in  the  Normal  School, 
January  10,  1893.  She  was  its  superintendent  until  ]\Iarch  17,  1894,  when 
she  was  accidentally  killed  by  the  elevator  in  the  normal  school.  She  had 
laid  broad  plans  for  its  future  work.  The  League  had  already  arranged  to 
educate  a  boy  in  China,  naming  him  Henry  Richardson  Espy.  Mrs.  G.  G. 
Miner  is  superintendent.    During  the  last  year  70  were  added  to  the  chnrch 
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from  tlie  Sunday  school,  wliicli  has  a  inembership  of  375,  with  11  officers 
and  32  teachers.  The  "  Woman's  Foreign  ]\Iissionary  Society,"  Home 
Missionary  Society,"  "  Daughters  of  I:vunice,"  Xe  Plus  Ultra  Society,"  and 
"  Woman's  Aid  Society,"  are  doing  good  work  in  connection  with  the  church. 

7yi)iity  {Episcopal)  CJutrcJi. — The  organization  of  this  church  was  effected 
August  I,  1822,  undt^r  the  name  of The  Rector,  Church  wardens  and  Ves- 
trymen of  Trinity  church  at  Fredonia/'  and  October  15  it  was  received  into 
union  with  the  Protestant  cliurch  of  this  state.  The  first  wardens  were 
IMichael  Hinman  ami  Watts  Wilson  ;  vestrymen,  Jonathan  vSprague,  AV)iram 
Orton,  Josq.Mi  Rot)d,  Abraham  \'an  Santvoord,  I^enjamin  Douglas,  Nathan 
liempsted,  Joseph  (t.  ninman.  The  charming  church  edifice,  seating  500, 
was  com])leted  and  consecrated  in  1835.  Its  interior  has  recenth'  been 
remodelled  at  a  considerable  expense,  and  the  edifice  is  valued  at  $20,000. 
The  first  ]>astor  was  Rew  David  Brown.  The  present  rector,  Rev.  J.  J.  Lan- 
ders succeeded  Rew  W.  O.  Jar\'is  in  1875.  The  church  is  in  a  most  pros- 
perous condition.  The  wardens  are  Hlias  Forbes  and  (jcorge  Parker.  The 
vestrymen  are  A.  R.  Moore,  clerk;  Charles  G.  Thayer,  treasurer ;  Louis 
McKinstry,  Dr.  R.  T.  .Roli)h,  Dr.  A.J.  P^vaus,  W.  W.  Sloan,  J.  W.  Guest, 
Major  P:.  IP  Pratt,  P^auk  W.  Howard. 

The  Church  0/ the  i'nitC(l  JhclJiroi  in  Christ. — A  society  of  this  denomi- 
nation was  organized  in  P^'cdonia  by  Rev.  J.  Plolmes,  A.  D.  1880.  The 
names  of  the  pastors  who  have  served  the  church  since  its  organization  are 
Revs.  J.  Holmes,  A.  Meeker,  T.  J.  Putterfield,  L.  L.  Hager,  P.  Mchitire,  P 
L.  Powell,  M.  A.  P.aldwin,  W.  S.  Grover  and  P  liennehofP  The  member- 
bershi})  is  twehe.  A  sut)staiitial  church  edifice  30X4VO  was  erected  on  Clin- 
ton Avenue  in  1 888.  Two  things  have  militated  against  the  growth  of  the 
sc^ciety,  \  iz:  It  has  al\v:i\s  been  worked  with  outside  a|)pointnients,  thereby 
rendering  it  impossible  to  hold  services  every  Sunday  ;  and  the  fact  of  the 
isolation  of  the  cluirch  edifice  which  has  been  a  constant  menace  to  its  life. 

There  is  also  in  I'redonia  a  small  Campbellite  societ}',  a  German  Luth- 
eran church  (on  Oak  Hill),  and  a  P'ree  Methodist  church.  I'liere  is  a  Ger- 
man lA'augelical  church  at  Laona.  Lil\'  Dale,"  the  noted  summer  resort 
of  the  sj  'iritual  or  si>iritisL  organization  is  near  the  eastern  border  of  the  town 
on  Cassadaga  lake.    (See  wStockton.) 

TJic  \\\>nia)i\^  Christid/!  .  Issociatic;/  of  P'redonia  was  incorporated  in  May, 
1892,  and  is  a  public  beneficence.  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Morris  president,  Mrs. 
George  R.  Moore  secretary  and  I\Irs.  Squire  White  treasurer.  ]\Irs.  IC.  A. 
Curtis  has  been  prominent  in  its  work.  Through  tlie  liberality  and  gener- 
osity of  ]\Irs.  Lorenzo  Morris  and  Mr.  A.  O.  Putnam  the  association  has 
puichased,  fitted  up  and  established  a  "  Home  for  Aged  Women."  It  was 
opened  in  1893,  ^'^^^  institution  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  The  Plonie  " 
is  not  a  home  for  paupers.    It  is  rather  a  retreat  for  elderly  women  let't  alone 
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in  the  world,  but  who  have  some  means — cjionj;!!  to  insure  them  care  and 
comfort  in  such  an  institution. 

About  1.S12  five  brothers,  Horace,  Kbenezer,  Ivlisha,  HH,  and  Jo'-eph  Webster,  came  in  and 
settled  on  ^vliat  has  since  been  known  as  Webster  street.  Anion-;^  their  descendants  now  living 
in  i'onifret  are  Ahira  (t.,  Lemuel  H.,  Willard  and  lOrskine  Webster.  The  family  is  a  much  re- 
spected one  in  tlie  town. 

Veniah  I'ox  from  Connecticut  settled  on  '*  Webster  street"  before  1.S12.  None  of  his  des- 
cendants are  livinij.  His  son  Captain  Simeon  cut  the  first  tree  in  that  locality.  He  was  a  boat 
captain  on  the  lakes.  Veniah  died  where  he  settled  in  iS.}9.  Chauncey  I'ox,  another  son,  lived' 
and  died  there.  James  Hart  now  owns  the  I'ox  homestead,  where  he  has  lived  for  57  years. 
Veniah  I'ox  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  j^articipated  in  the  seij^e  of  Vorktown.  Morris 
Adams  settled  al)out  1*2  miles  north  of  I'redonia  in  1S14,  where  lie  died  in  1S53.  His  father, 
Justus,  moved  in  a  year  f)r  two  later.  In  1S36  Hishoj)  Adams,  a  brother  of  Morris,  settle<l  at  Van 
Ikiren  Point,  and  at  one  time  owned  two  hundred  acres  of  land  there.  John,  Thomas,  and  Jesse, 
brothers  of  Morris  and  Bishop,  came  about  1S16  and  settled  in  other  portions  of  the  county. 
John  Adams  a  descendant  lives  in  Fredonia.    His  son,  James  R.,  has  been  suj^ervisor. 

Krastus  W.  Ramsdell  and  .Xnson  Reed,  the  oldest  livin>^  residents  of  Laona,  say  they  planted 
the  first  vineyard  in  the  vicinity  of  that  villaj^e.  Mr.  Ramsdell  set  out  one  acre  and  Mr.  Reed 
a  half  acre  of  }<rape  roots  in  i&x.).  This  beginninj^  was  f(»llowed  in  iS^5  by  Dewitt  C.  Colst)n, 
who  planted  half  an  acre  and  in  1S66  an  acre  and  a  half  William  Reed  came  to  Laona  in  1S15, 
where  he  lived  and  died  in  1S25.  His  son  Anson  was  born  there  January  2.S,  1S17.  Knistus  W. 
Rams<lell  came  to  Laona  in  182S.  They  are  the  only  men  liviu)^  in  that  villa<;e  who  came  there 
l)efore  1S30. 

Alanson  C.  Straight,  son  of  Cowen  Straight,  came  to  Charlotte  from  Wayne  county  about 
1.S16,  and  during  his  residence  there  he  cleared  up  three  farms.  His  sons  John  1*.  and  ■\lbertus 
A.  now  live  in  l.acna.  There  Cowen  Straight  kept  hotel  three  years  and  then  bought  the  farm 
now  owne<l  by  his  sons.  Horace  White  came  from  South  Hadley,  Mass.,  in  the  fall  of  1S32  and 
settled  on  a  farm  two  miles  north  of  Sinclairville.  His  children  were  Harriet  Iv  ,  (Mrs.  Alon/.o 
Wilcox),  of  Shumla  ;  Maria  (Mrs.  George  Cobb)  dec;  AlmcnalMrs.  Lewis  T.  Parker),  of 
Laona  ;  Horace  (dec),  and  George  P.  (dec.)  Mr.  White  lived  and  died  there.  Reuben  liar- 
Iholomew  from  Connecticut  came  in  with  two  yoke  of  oxen  in  iSiSand  settled  on  a  farm  in  the 
southwest  ]:»art  of  the  town,  where  he  lived  and  died.  Leverett  To<ld  came  with  him.  (Veorge 
P.arth«)lomew,  a  son  of  Reuben,  resides  just  east , of  I'redonia.  Daniel  liartholoujew,  brother  of 
Reuben,  moved  into  Pomfrtit  about  1S15,  and  settled  near  I-'redonia.  Rufus  S.  Martin,  l)orn  in 
ly^g,  came  from  Chittenden  Co.,  Vt.,  to  Pomfret  in  1S30.  He  settled  in  the  southeast  part  of  the 
town,  and  died  tlu-re  May  2,  his  wife  died  March  2,  1S77.     His  son  I're^i  ott  has  bi-eii  nnich 

in  local  p(»litics  and  lives  in  I'red«)nia  village.  Two  sons  of  Rufus  S.  Martin  went  to  California, 
where  one  became  a  member  of  assembly  and  state  senator.  Dr.  James  Pettit  came  from  (\'i/,en- 
f)via  and  settled  at  Cordova  about  1.S34.  His  grandson  James  M,  now  owns  and  occu])ies  the 
homestead.  His  son,  Ivber  M.  Pettit,  settle<l  near  him  about  the  same  time.  Hoth  died  there. 
Dr.  James  I'ettit  died  May  24,  1S49,  and  his  wife  in  1.S59.  Dr.  Pettit  was  a  strong  Aboli- 
tionist, and  his  house  was  f)ne  of  the  jirincipal  sta.tions  of  the  "  undergroutid  railroad,"  where 
escaping  slaves  were  cared  for,  secreted,  protected  and  forwarded  on  their  >vay  to  the  free  land 
of  Canada. 

The  Canadaway  valley  has  ever  been  a  great  tanning  district.  Horace  White  and  Henry 
H.  Pium})us,  who  had  been  conducting  a  tannery  for  some  years  at  Shumla  forme<l  a  partnership 
with  Lyvenus  ICllis  in  1S59,  and  built  a  tainiery  at  Laona,  which  from  rSS9  has  been  conducted 
by  Henry  H,  and  Cfcorge  H.  White  and  Willis  D.  Leet.  They  tan  from  45,ofX)to  5n/xH)  "sides"  of 
leather.  Lyvenus  F.llis. started  the  tannery  business  of  *'  l\llis  <S:  vSon  "  in  1S77.  His  son,  Clarence 
I>.,  is  manager.  They  can  tan  ^o.txx)  sides  annually.  These  firms  give  employment  to  fifty  men. 

Pliny  Smith,  E.  A.  Curtis,  II.  R.  Jenkins,  vSidney  Smith  and  D.  Jj.  Roberts  in  1S6S  organ- 
ized a  company  to  manufacture  the  "Matchless"  churn.  Pliny  Smith  was  made  manager. 
They  bought  Person  Crosby's  cabinet  factory  and  have  employed  several  men,  using  water  from 
the  Canadaway  as  motive  power.    The  factory  is  at  Cordova. 
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Physicians.— From  the  first  settlement  Fredonia's  medical  men  have 
been  conspicuously  able  ones.  The  pioneers,  Dr.  Squire  White  and  Dr. 
Benjamin  Walworth,  not  only  took  hio^li  rank  in  their  profession,  but  were 
conspicuous  public  men,  discharo;ing  responsible  duties  with  conscientious 
care  and  conceded  ability.  Their  successors  have,  in  the  main,  been  worthy 
of  their  fame.  Dr.  Franklin  Burritt  has  lived  a  long-  life  of  usefulness  in 
this  his  native  town.  From  1^4"^  Dr.  Charles  Smith  has  ministered  to  a 
large  circle  of  patients,  and  is  neiiring  tlie  "  four-score  \-ears  "  of  life.  Among 
the  other  physicians  of  today.  Dr.  X.  G.  Riclnnond  is  ably  maintaining  the 
reputation  of  the  allopathic  school,  and  is  president  of  tlie  county  medical 
society.  The  homeopathic  school  is  represented  by  Dr.  Asa  S.  Couch,  a 
native  of  the  county,  who  is  one  of  the  foremost  physicians  of  that  practice 
in  the  state,  and  Dr.  A.  Wilson  Dods  who,  besides  being  popular  as  a  pln  si- 
cian,  is  noted  for  his  scientific  attainments. 

Lawvhks. — Fmory  Force  Warren  was  born  at  Eaton,  jMadison  count)', 
N.  v.,  Nov.  16,  iSio.  His  parents  were  of  New  England  origin,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  hV-bruary  i'^k^,  and  settled  in  Charlotte.  His  earl}'  life  was 
spent  on  his  fuller's  farm,  where  he  accpiired  the  rudiments  of  an  Ivnglisli 
education  in  the  district  school  ;  and  after  he  was  iS  years  old  he  taught 
winter  schools  for  several  seasons.  In  May,  1^31,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  in  Jamestown.  In  November 
following,  he  we!it  to  Kenned)' \s  Mills  ;  and  in  March,  i^^2,  he  was  elected 
ajustice  of  the  peace  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  the  next  year  for  a  full  term  of 
four  years.  He  married,  Dccend^er  24,  1^33,  TimandraJ.,  daughter  of  David 
Sackett,  an  earl\-  settler  in  the  count)".  In  Ma)',  i'^34,  he  returned  to  James- 
town, and  resumed  his  j)lace  in  Judge  Mar\'in\s  office  ;  and  at  the  June  term 
of  tliat  )  ear  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  court  of  connnon  pleas.  In  1^39, 
he  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  in  the  su[)reme  court,  and  in  due  course  took 
tile  degrees  of  counselor  in  that  court,  st)licitor  and  counselor  in  chancer)', 
and  all  the  degrees  entitling  him  to  full  practice  in  the  district  and  circuit 
courts  of  the  Ignited  States  in  the  nortliern  district  of  New  York.  In  1^40 
he  was  appointed  examiner  in  chancer)'  b\'  Governor  vSeward.  In  1^42  and 
i^.j3,  he  represented  the  count)'  in  the  assembly.  In  i'"45  he  compiled 
vSketches  of  the  History  of  Chautau(pui  County  which  were  j)ul.)lished  in 
i'"*^46.  This  was  a  valuable  volume.  In  1^46  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  Stock- 
ton on  account  of  failing  health,  but  soon  removed  to  Sinclairville  and  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  his  profession  there  until  1^56.  He  was  ai)pointed 
})ostmaster  in  1^49,  held  the  oifice  severed  years  when  he  resigned.  He  held 
the  ofirce  of  surrogate  for  four  years  from  Januar)'  i''5i.  In  i''^56  he  removed 
to  Fredonia  where  he  resides.  He  held  the  office  of  excise  commissioner  for 
the  county  from  1^61  for  ^  years.  In  1^71  he  was  elected  county  judge  for 
6  years.    Judge  Warren  has  been  connected  with  some  of  the  leading  lawyers 
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of  tlie  county,  Judge  Marvin,  Madison  Burnell  and  Lorenzo  Morris,  and  ever 
maintained  their  respect  and  esteem  for  his  honesty,  fidelity  and  ability.  He 
is  now  passing;  the  evenin^^  twilight  of  an  active,  pure  and  useful  life  at  Fre- 
donia,  honored  and  revered  by  an  unusually  large  circle  of  friends. 

Edwin  F.  Warren,  born  in  Jamestown,  Septenil)er  3,  i'^4i,  was  the  only 
son  of  Emory  F.  and  TimandraJ.  Warren,  daughter  of  David  Sackett.  He 
had  a  common  school  education,  and  in  1^56  entered  Fredonia  Academy  to 
prepare  for  college.  He  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1^60,  and  the  same 
year  entered  the  freshman  class  at  Tufts  college,  Mass.  In  i'^62  he  entered 
the  junior  class  at  Yale,  was  graduated  with  high  honors  from  that  univer- 
sity in  J>6^,  and  afterwards  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  He  then  became 
professor  of  mathematics  and  sciences  at  the  Caldwell  Institute,  Danville, 
Ky.  In  1S65  he  was  with  the  Freedsmen's  P>ureau  as  juincipal  of  the  chief 
school  for  colored  people  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  was  soon  nuide  head  of  the  three 
directors  appointed  for  governing  the  colored  schools  of  New  Orleans  and 
adjacent  country.  His  work  was  wholh'  executive,  and  was  so  well  aj^pre- 
ciated  that  he  was  made  state  inspector  of  schools.  He  accepted  the  position 
but  before  he  could  enter  upon  its  duties  it  was  found  imi)racticable  to  per- 
form them,  owing  to  the  lack  of  revenues  of  the  Bureau.  He  resigned, 
returned  to  Fredonia,  studied  law  with  Warren  »S:  Morris,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  I>uiTalo,  May  iS6s,  TJie  next  fall  he  removed  to  Nebraska 
City,  Xeb., where  he. has  since  resided  and  been  in  ])ractice.  He  has  been  admit- 
ted to  all  the  courts,  state  and  federal,  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  his  profes- 
sion. Like  his  father,  he  has  little  taste  f<jr  politics,  and  has  never  run  for 
an\'  important  office,  although  once  almost  nominated  by  the  Re[)ublican 
])arty  for  jud<»c  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska,  where  a  nomination  is 
ecjuivalent  to  an  election.  He  has  held  the  positions  of  counl)'  and  eit\' 
attorney  and  president  of  the  board  of  education  of  his  city.  In  masonry  he 
has  held  high  offices:  (rrand  Master  of  the  (irand  Lodge;  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  (rrand  Chapter;  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council  ;  (^rand 
Connnander  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and  is  Inspector 
General,  33rd  A.  6v:  A.  Scottish  Rite.  Mr.  Warren  married  September  2^, 
1^69,  at  F'redonia,  Miss  Martha  A.,  daughter  of  J.  P>.  Wygant.  They  have 
one  daughter  (adopted,)  Gertrude  Stella,  born  July  25,  i^'/5.  He  has  a  good 
practice,  and,  like  his  father,  a  well-earned  and  well-deserved  rejnUation  of 
a  sound  lawyer,  and  he  .says  he    has  never  had  an  ambition  outside  of  the  law." 

Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris  was  born  in  vSmith field,  Madison  county,  August  14, 
i>i7.  His  parents  settled  in  Cliautauqua  in  i^zcj.  He  was  graduated  from 
tile  Mayville  academy  in  i"^36.  In  i'^37,  he  commenced  his  law  studies  with 
Hon.  T.  A.  Osborne,  in  i'^4o  he  read  law  with  Judge  Cook  of  Jamestown  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  and  became  Judge  Cook's  partner.  In  i  >44  hewas 
admitted  as  an  attorney  of  the  supreme  court.    He  then  practiced  in  May- 
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villc  until  1*^52  wlicn  he  establislied  liinisdf  at  Frcdoiiia  in  active  and  snc- 
cessfnl  practice.  In  tlie  old  militia  days  lie  served  from  i^^3S  to  as 
lieutenant-colonel  and  colonel  of  tlie  2oj{h  I\.e;;t.,  X.  V.,  S.  M.  l^roni  iSyr 
to  I "^75  ho  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Buffalo  Insane  Asylum.  In  1^67  he,  a 
Democrat,  was  elected  state  senator  by  203  majority  in  the  strongly  Repub- 
lican district.  In  i>'72  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  constitutional  conven- 
tion. He  has  been  president  of  the  state  normal  school  and  did  much  to 
develop  its  great  usefulness.  He  married  in  i  '^.'j-!:  Fannie  E.  Strong  of  West- 
field  who  died  in  1>^73  leaving  3  children.  In  18'>5  he  married  Mrs.  Marian 
H.  Stillman.  Dr.  Hazeltine  says:  "If  as  an  advocate  the  mantle  of  Madi- 
son Rurnell  fell  upon  the  shoulders  of  any  compeer,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
possession  of  Lorenzo  Morris." 

Thomas  \V.  Glisan  was  born  in  Linganore,  Frederick  county,  ^Nld.,  April 
26,  He  was  educated  at  the  Literary  Institute,  Franklin,  N.  Y.,  and 

at  Fredonia  academy;  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albion  in  i'^49,  and  has  pur- 
sued the  practice  of  law  in  Fredonia. 

Samuel  Ulric  Hrunck,  born  in  Lafa\'ette,  Ind.,  May  25,  i'^37,  studied  law 
with  Hon.  I).  \V.  Pafshall,  of  Lyons,  X.  Y.,  and  was  admitted  at  Rochester 
Septend)er  6,  1^5"^.  He  began  j^ractice  in  Lyons  and  in  i^S9  ^vent  to  Buf- 
falo, where  he  was  for  12  years  deputy  clerk  of  the  superior  court  and  two 
years  special  deputy  county  clerk  of  Krie  county.  After  practicing  five  years 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  Mr.  Ikunck  came  to  Fredonia,  July  I4,  i^^j^  where  he 
now  follows  his  profession.  In  1S90  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  to 
fill  vacanc\',  and  in  1^92  was  reelected  for  the  full  term. 

Benjamin  F.  Skinner,  son  of  Alfred  and  Huldah  (White)  Skinner,  was 
born  in  Pomfret  Jul>'  23,  1^37.  He  was  educated  at  Fredonia  acadenn', 
studied  law  witli  Warren  »S:  Morris  and  Hon.  George  Barker,  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  supreme  court  and  l^iited  States  district  court  at  Buffalo, 
l)egan  the  practice  of  law  January  1,  1^67,  at  Fredonia,  which  he  has  contin- 
ued. He  was  district  attorne\'  one  term,  supervisor  of  Pomfret  three  years 
and  justice  of  tlie  ])eace  for  nearh'  tweiit)'  years. 

Hon.  John  S:  Lambert  w.is  b(.)rn  in  Johnson ville,  Rensselaer  county,  in 
1^.'>1,  read  law  with  M<M"ris  Russell  at  I'redouia  from  IS7I  to  1^77,  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  I'rom  l^^T-^  to  P"^^!  he  practiced  law  in  Ph'edonia  ; 
then  he  was  elected  count)'  judge.  In  b'^'^'^  he  was  reelected.  He  was 
nominated  as  the  Re])ublican  candidate  for  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for 
the  lughth  Judicial  District.  He  was  elected  for  a  term  of  14  years,  and  took 
his  seat  u})on  the  bench  in  January,  P'^'X'.  Judge  Lambert  has  maiu'  warm 
friends.  At  the  bar  he  was  recognized  as  an  able  lawyer  and  on  the  bench 
he  has  presided  with  ability  and  impartiality. 

Arthur  R.  Moore  was  born  in  Stateburg,  vS.  C,  January  1,  P^55.  He 
was  a  student  in  the  office  of  Morris      Laml)ert  at  PVedonia,  and  was  admit- 
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ted  to  the  bar  at  IhifTalo,  in  October  i'^'^4.  January  i,  i'^'^5,  he  esiablislied 
liiniself  as  a  lawyer  in  Fredonia. 

Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker,  son  of  John  and  Pliilena  (Waterman)  Hooker 
was  born  in  Perrysl)nri;]i,  Cattaranj^ns  connty,  November  24,  iSs'^i.  He 
i;radnated  at  Forestville  academy  in  1872,  stndied  law  with  J.  ().  Record,  lCs(i., 
at  P^orestville,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  '79,  practiced  law  three  years,  then 
went  west.  Retnrnin<;  in  18S4  he  established  himself  as  a  lawyer  at  Fre- 
donia, and  has  been  actively  in  practice.  He  has  held  varions  oHices  accept- 
ably, and  is  an  extremely  ix)pnlar  ofTicial.  He  is  now  ser\  in_i^  his  second 
term  as  memixT  of  Con<^ress  for  this  district,  and  has  won  a  hii;h  repntation 
by  his  cner«^^etic  and  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  that  office.  He 
is  now  in  nomination  for  his  third  term.  He  married  in  iSS},  JCtta  IC., 
dau^liter  of  Channcey  Abbey,  jMesident  of  Fredonia  National  liank. 

John  A.  Warren  is  also  a  })racticinj^  lawyer  at  iMcdouia. 

vSui'KRVisORS. — 180S-1S,  I'hilo  Orton  ;  1819-22,  Leverett  I'.arker  ;  1823-5, 
Abiram  Orton  ;  1826-8,  Benj.  Don<;las  ;  1829,  Leverett  Parker;  1830-3,(^^0. 
A.  French  ;  1834,  Orrin  McClure  ;  1835,  Elijah  Risley,  Jr.;  1836,  Elisha 
Norton  ;  1837,  Pearson  Crosby  ;  1838-9,  Squire  White  ;  1840-4,  Elisha  Nor- 
ton ;  1843-6,  Leverett  Barker;  1847,  Daniel  W.  I)ou<;las ;  1848-9,  Rosell 
(ircene ;  1850,  Wm.  Risley;  1851-3,  Alva  H.  Walker;  1854,  Hiram  F. 
Smith  ;  1835,  Al)ner  W.  Camp  ;  1856,  IClisha  Norton  ;  1857-8,  Ivlmund  Day  ; 
1859-60,  I^lisha  Norton  ;  1861-2,  Orson  vStiles ;  1863-4,  Henry  B.  Benjamin  ; 
1865,  Orson  Stiles  ;  1866,  Horace  White  ;  1867-8,  Geors^e  D.  Hinckley  ; 
1869,  JoIhi  p.  !Lall  ;  1870-2,  F'ranklin  P>nrritt ;  1873,  Harmanns  C.  Clark; 
1874,  Franklin  Burritt ;  1875,  James  D.Wells;  1876-7,  John  S.  Russell; 
1878-9,  M.  M.  Fenner  ;  1880,  Geor<;-c  S.  Josselyn  ;  188 1-2,  John  S.  Lambert  ; 
1883-5,  I^.  F.  Skinner;  1886,  Arthur  R.  Moore  ;  1887-8,  Otis  M.  Hall  ;  1SS9- 
90,  Warren  P>.  Hooker;  1891^  D,  G.  Pickett;  1892,  James  R.  Adams;  1893- 
4,  Willis  D.  Leet. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

WILLARD  MCKINSTRY. 

The  venerated  editor,  Willard  McKinstry,  was  born  in  Chicopee,  Mass., 
May  9,  1815.  His  <:^reat-great-o^randrat]ier,  Rog-er  McKinstry,  emigrated 
from  Scotlancl  to  Ireland  about  1669.  McKinstry's  orreat-grand father 

John  McKinstry,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1677,  graduated  at  Edinlnirgli 
University  in  1712,  emigrated  to  America  in  1738,  became  a  Congre- 
gational clergyman  first  at  Sutton,  Mass.,  then  at  Ellington,  Conn.  His 
grandfather,  John  McKiustry,  was  1)()rn  at  vSutton,  in  1723,  was  gradiuited 
from  Vale  in  1746,  and  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  2d  Congregational  parish  of 
vSpringfield  from  1752,  and  kdnn-ed  with  that  church  until  his  death  in  i<Si3. 
Perseus  McKinstry,  son  of  John  of  S])ringfield,  was  born  at  Chicopee  in  1772, 
married  Grace  Williams  in  1803,  was  a  tanner  at  Plainfield,  then  a  farmer  at 
Chicopee  and  died  in  1S29.  They  had  eleven  children,  Willard  and  A, 
Winthrop  survive.  The  latter  once  associated  with  Willard  in  })ublish- 
ing  the  Censor,  now  publishes  the  Faribault  (Minn.)  Rcpitblica)i.  Willard 
McKinstr\''s  character  was  formed  in  that  industr)",  frugalit)',  integrity, 
])atri()tism  and  pict\'  for  which  New  England  was  noted  75  \'ears  ago.  There 
was  much  work,  little  ]>la\',  some  schooling,  and  the  small  farm  furnished  a 
frugal  supp<)rt  for  the  large  family  until  he  was  14,  when  his  father  died. 
Then  Willard  worked  o'at  two  summers,  attending  school  winters.  In  1S32 
he  ])ecame  an  ap[)rentice  in  the  office  of  the  Northam])ton  (^lass.)  Courier. 
He  j<>urne\  ed  t(»  Xorlham'pton,  14  miles,  on  foot,  carrying  all  his  eilei^ts  in  a 
liandkerchiel" ;  his  wages  was  $30  the  first  \  eai',  S35  the  second,  ,^40  the  ihii'd 
and  S3()  the  fouilh.  That  knowledge  of  public  alfiirs  and  of  the  hhiglisli 
language  which  made  him  such  a  clear  and  vigorous  wrilei-  was  ehiens- 
i'Cqniretl  by  careful  stud\'  and  e.\tensi\-e  reading  during  this  ap{>renticeshi]), 
and  service  as  a  journe\-man  |)rinter  in  Xew  York,  Hartford,  S|>riugfield  and 
Mayville.  In  vSpringfield  he  worked  three  years  for  (r.  and  C.  Merriam, 
publishers  of  Webster's  dictionary,  and  in  Mayville  he  worked  on  the  Soi- 
tiut'l  for  his  cousin  Peman  Prockway,  with  whom  he  was  a  fellow  apprentice 
at  Xorthampton.  In  the  spring  of  1842  Mr.  McKinstr\'  purchased  the 
Fredoiiia  Censor,  which  he  has  since  published.  He  is  now  the  t>lde.st  editor 
in  the  state.  He  married  in  1842,  Maria  A.  Durlin  of  Ph'cdonia,  a  person  well 
adapted  fi)r  the  helpmate  of  a  pioneer  printer,  pos.sessing  energy  of  character, 
fine  literary  ta->te,  extensive  reading  and  winning  sociality,  and  whose  judg- 
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iiient  of  literary  merit  was  iilniost  iinciTin^.  She  died  in  April,  1882.  Of 
their  four  children,  three  lived  to  maturity.  Louis,  the  oldest,  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  state  constitutional  convention,  has  been  associated  with  his 
father  in  business  since  1867  ;  Willard  D.,  now  a  proprietor  and  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  W'ata  toioi  Tinirs^  and  a  civil  service  cv)mmissioner  of  the  state  ; 
and  Anna,  with  whoui  he  resides,  the  wife  of  Prof.  M.  T.  Dana,  vice-princi- 
pal of  the  Predonia  State  Normal  School.  In  18S7  Mr.  McICinstry  married 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Baker,  of  Ackley,  Iowa.  vShe  died  in  less  than  a  year.  vShe 
was  hi<;hly  esteemed. 

Mr.  McKinstry  made  a  profession  of  his  Christian  faith  wlien  14,  and 
united  with  the  sauie  Con<;re!L;ational  church  to  whicli  his  ^grandfather  had 
l)reac]iL(l  loni;-  Ijcfore  he  was  ])oru,  and  he  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Northampton 
church  from  1832  until  1847,  when  he  united  with  tlie  i^resln  terian  clunxdi 
in  Fredonia,  of  which  he  is  an  honored  member.  His  vocation  as  an  editor 
and  his  intense  patriotism  made  him  thorou^i^hly  conversant  with  all  public 
questions,  while  his  sincerity  and  modesty  unfitted  him  for  a  })rofessional 
politician  or  office-seeker.  He  was  a  Whi<(,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  Henry  Clay,  and  has  been  a  steadfast  Republican  since  the  organization 
of  the  party.  He  was  postmaster  at  Fredonia  for  eight  years,  first  appointed 
by  President  Ivincoln  in  1863.  ^^^^^  ''anti-slavery"  from  youth,  and  has 

been  strongly  ''  Union  "  throughout  his  life.  In  1865  he  was  for  a  time  with 
the  army  near  Petersburg  in  the  service  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  is 
a  staunch  friend  of  the  soldiers,  having  advocated  every  measure  for  their 
relief  or  benefit.  He  has  been  foremost  in  many  public  improvements;  was 
one  of  the  original  trustees  of  Forest  Hill  cemetery,  of  which  he  has  been 
president  the  past  nine  years  ;  was  an  original  stockholder  in  the  Dunkirk 
aud  Fredonia  Railway  Co.,  of  which  he  has  been  president  for  14  years  ;  was 
one  of  the  first  movers  to  secure  the  location  of  the  State  Normal  School  in 
Fredonia,  and  was  a  member  of  its  first  local  board  of  managers.  He  is 
opposed  to  any  sort  of  formalism,  and  has  never  departed  from  those  charac- 
teristics of  simplicity  and  sincerity  whicli  he  accpiired  in  his  early  Puritan 
home.  He  has  prepared  public  addresses  and  memorials  of  marked  vigor 
and  literary  merit ;  and  now,  having  entered  his  80th  year,  he  is  found  at  the 
Censor  office  nearly  every  day,  and  writes  occasional  editorials  with  clearness 
and  force. 

HON.  GKORGK  IJARKHR. 

J  Ion.  George  Barker  was  born  in  Venice,  Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1823.  He  studied  law  at  Auburn  with  David  Wright,  Ivsq.,  and 
located  in  Fredonia  in  January,  1848,  immediately  after  his  admission  to  the 
bar.  His  father,  John  A.  Barker,  was  born  of  English  ancestry  at  Lloyds- 
neck,  Queens  county,  in  1787,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Barker,  a  Revolution- 
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ary  soldier,  wlio  did  service  at  and  near  Norwalk,  Conn.,  where  the  family 
then  resided.  His  mother,  Phebe  Ogden,  was  born  in  Klizabethtown,  X.  J., 
in  1787.  Her  father,  Joseph  Oj^^den,  was  a  descendant  of  John  O^den, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  town,  the  head  of  the  family  by  that  name  in 
New  Jersey  and  Xew  York,  man\'  of  whom  have  held  distint^nished  pnblic 
positions  and  been  prominent  in  bnsiness  affairs.  The  first  known  of  her 
ancestors  was  a  conntr\-man  in  iMij^land.  After  the  battle  of  Leicester,  in 
which  Charles  H.  was  defeated  and  left  with  only  a  sinj^le  conrtier,  Charles 
threw  himself  u\Mm  the  protection  of  this  conntryman,  who  secreted  him  in 
a  hollow  oak  tree,  and,  after  pro\-idin!^-  for  his  wants  for  se\'eral  da\-s,  dis- 
j^iiised  him  as  a  peddler  and  conve\'ed  him  to  the  seashore,  where  he  fonnd  a 
ship  to  conve\-  him  back  to  France.  All  of  this  time  a  reward  of  ^5,000 
was  olTered  b\-  Cromwell  for  the  head  of  Charles  H.''  When  he  afterwards 
re'CON'eied  his  thione  he  offered  to  ennoble  his  benefactor,  which  he  declined. 
The  kini;  howe\-er  chan^^ed  the  fimily  name  to  Oakden,  and  i^aN'e  it  a  liberal 
pension  for  tliree  generations.  (The  droppin^i;  of  a  letter  aflerw<irds,  with  a 
sli<:^ht  change  in  pronunciation,  made  the  name  ( )«;den.) 

Judi^e  I^arker  was  educated  in  the  common  and  select  schools  in  the 
neii^hborhood  of  his  father's  home  and  at  the  Aurora  academy.  His  wife, 
Achsah  Ivlizabeth  (rlisan,  was  born  in  I-^rederic  Co.,  ^U\.  The\'  were  mar- 
ried in  October,  1857,  and  have  one  child,  Mary  Kliza,  wife  of  John  Wood- 
ward, P"s(j.,  of  Jamestown.  Soon  after  becomiuiL^  a  resident  of  Fredonia 
Judi,a^  Barker  interested  himself  in  the  affairs  of  the  village,  was  its  clerk  for 
several  success! \'e  terms,  and  was  elected  its  president  for  tv;o  terms.  He 
was  elected  district  attorney  in  1853,  ^'^"^^  served  one  term,  j^reatly  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  but  the  criminal  classes.  He  was  reelected  in  1862,  but 
resii^iied  before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  his  increasin^j^  ;;enera!  |)ractice 
reiiuii  ini;  all  his  time.  In  1867  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
con\-entiou  t)f  Xew  Vork,  and  rendered  effecti\'e  service  on  the  committees  of 
the  judieiar\',  and  the  le<^'-islature  and  its  or«^anization.  In  1867  also  he  was 
elected  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court  for  the  Ivi<^lith  Judicial  District.  His 
success  at  the  bar  luul  demonstrated  his  eminent  fitness  for  a  place  U}H>n  the 
bench.  He  was  elected  attain  in  1875  for  a  term  of  14  years,  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  district,  bein_<^  nominated  as  a  candidate  b\'  l)oth  of  the 
great  political  parties.  Durinj^  most  of  his  last  14  years  of  service  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Term  for  the  Fourth  Judicial  Department,  and  during 
the  last  years  was  presiding  justice  of  the  General  Term.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  constitutional  commission  which  assembled  in  1890  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  judicial  article  of  the  constitution. 

It  is  not  as  much  the  reputation  which  Jndge  Barker  acquired  as  a  model 
district-attorney,  as  an  eloquent  advocate  before  courts  and  juries,  or  as  an 
able  and  impartial  judge  whose  opinions  enrich  our  judicial  records,  that 
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win  our  regard  as  the  possession  of  the  coninion  qualities  wliicli  link  man  to 
man  and  make  a  full,  true  and  rounded  manhood.  He  has  won  his  success 
by  honest  toil,  by  energy  that  never  rested,  by  common  sense  and  a  con- 
science sensitive  to  right  and  wrong,  and  that  made  him  equal  to  all  the 
emergencies  and  duties  of  life,  whether  great  or  small,  and  which  at  the 
bench  and  bar  guided  him  when  precedents  were  wanting.  He  has  ever 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  good  of  humanity. 
He  is  ever  ready  to  counsel  his  neighbors,  and  to  aid  them.  His  energy 
inspires,  his  sympathy  strengthens,  his  judgement  directs  his  fellow  men. 
His  genial  manners  invite  and  repay  the  confidence  of  all.  His  life  has  been 
a  boon  to  the  community  which  has  been  his  home  for  almost  half-a-century. 
An  ample  competence  has  rewarded  his  business  sagacity,  and  has  brought 
comfort  and  beauty  to  his  hospitable  home,  which  the  fit  and  worthy  com- 
panion of  his  youth  still  hallows  and  blesses. 

Judge  Barker's  career  stands  as  an  example  to  the  young  of  the  qualities 
which  command  success,  and  of  the  respect  and  affection  which  ever  crowns 
a  useful  and  honorable  life. 

OSCAR  W.  JOHNSON,  A.  M. 

Oscar  /K  JoJnisoUy  son  of  William  and  Olive  Johnson,  was  born  in  But- 
ternuts, Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  September  8,  1823.  His  father  with  six  broth- 
ers emigrated  to  New  York  from  Vermont,  and  his  mother's  family  from 
Washington  county.  In  1835  Oscar  moved  to  Hamburgh,  Erie  county,  and 
in  183S  to  Laona.  He  received  his  education  in  district  schools,  and  in  Gil- 
bertsville  and  Fredonia  academics.  In  1842  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Otsego  county,  and  the  next  spring  entered  as  a  student  in  the  law  olTice  of 
Col.  John  W^ait  of  Norwich.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Ijar  and  practicing 
about  one  year  in  Norwich,  he  removed  in  1850  to  PVedonia,  whore  he  has 
since  resided.  In  April,  1851,  he  was  married  at  Norwich  to  Emily  Murray. 
In  1853,  during  the  administration  of  Franklin  Pierce,  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Fredonia.  In  the  years  in  which  the  Normal  School  was  secured 
and  built  at  Fredonia  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  village  trustees.  Dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  water  commissioners  he  was  cliairman  of  the  water  board. 
Mr.  Louis  McKinstry,  in  his  quarter-centennial  address  before  the  Normal 
vSchool  says:  "The  village  officers  took  hold  ardently,  and  when  the  com^- 
mission  of  state  officers  met  in  November  to  hear  propositions  for  location  of 
these  schools,  Mr.  O.  W.  Johnson  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  village,  and  In'  his 
able  and  elocpient  argument  as  to  the  advantages  of  a  rural  location  over  that 
of  a  city  like  Buffiilo,  did  much  to  secure  the  vote  in  our  favor."  In  iS6Shc 
became  attorney  for  J.  Condit  Smith  who  was  then  building  the  railroad  from 
Dunkirk  to  Warren,  Pa.,  and  continued  as  such  attorney  up  to  the  time  of 
Col.  Smith's  death  in  New  York  city  in  1883.    During  his  professional  con- 
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nection  with.  Colonel  Sinitli  tlie  latter  constructed  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany 
Valley  ^S:  Pittsburg  Railroad,  the  Warren  Venango,  the  Rochester  «S:  vState 
Line  (in  part),  the  Northern  Central  Michigan,  and  the  Chicago  Atlantic. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  made  the  sole  executor  of  the  will  of  Colonel  vSniith  in  1883, 
and  has  only  just  completed  his  trust,  the  estate  being  large,  complicated  and 
di\-e'"^ined. 

These  duties  have  interfered  with  the  general  practice  of  'his  pro- 
fession. He  had  literary  tastes  wliich  for  more  than  40  years  have  led  him 
to  deliver  many  addresses,  as  occasions  have  arisen,  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
to  contril)Ute  to  the  ]n-ess.  His  lectures  before  teachers'  institutes,  literary 
associations  and  agricultural  societies  liave  ])een  gi\'en  in  a  majority  of  the 
counties  of  the  state.  In  1867  he  received  fn^n  the  teachers'  institute  of 
Chaulau(|ua  count\',  lield  at  r^Iayville,  a  gold  headed  cane  toward  whicli  over 
600  teacl'.ers  contributed.  Tliis  was  gi\'eu  him  as  a  recognition  of  liis  woi'k 
for  popular  education,  hi  1S90  he  published,  only  for  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion among  his  friends  and  kindred,  a  volume  entitled  "Addresses,  ]^^ssa\'S 
and  !\Iiseellanies  from  1840  to  1890.''  •  . 

He  is  a  charming  writer.  His  lectures,  addresses,  speeches  and  papers 
are  models  of  good  English,  forceful,  original  and  seasoned  with  a  quaint 
humor.  He  ranks  with  the  best  writers  of  his  generation.  His  lecture  on  Gen- 
eral Grant  has  received  high  commendations  from  leading  critics,  and  has 
been  pronounced  the  best  article  ever  written  on  that  distinguished  patriot. 
In  1869  the  degree  of  A.  M.  was  bestowed  on  him  by  Hamilton  College.  Mr. 
Johnson  has  been  a  life  long  I)euu:>crat.  "Even  if  a  Democrat  in  Chautau- 
qua county  had  ([ualifications  for  official  position,  his  chances  to  obtain  it 
would  not  be  as  good  as  the  Scriptures  assure  us  a  lawyer's  are  of  reaching 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven.''  He  has  always  done  the  dut\'  of  a  good  citizen  in 
aiding  to  l)uild  up  and  maintain  an  elevated  ])ublic  sentiment  in  the  com- 
munity, and  wro!ight  well  in  its  social,  educational  and  religious  fields.  His 
domestic  relations  ha\'e  been  most  j)leasant.  Mated  with  a  wife  ])ossessing 
intellect,  executi\-e  abilit\-,  and  rare  social  (jualities,  his  residence  has  been 
in  the  truest  sense  a  home.  ]\[rs.  Johnson  before  her  marriage  was  precep- 
tress of  Norwich  Acadeni}-.  She  was  the  first  woman  to  hold  a  ptd:)lic  posi- 
tion in  P'redonia,  :nid  is  now  serving  her  third  term  as  member  of  the  board 
of  education.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  D.  M.  Totman,  M.  D.,  of  Syra- 
cuse, a  graduate  of  Yale,  the  present  health  officer  of  that  city,  senior  physi- 
cian of  vSt.  Joseph's  Hospital  and  professor  of  surgery  in  the  vSyracuse  Medi- 
cal University.  Fanny  E.,  the  wife  of  Stephen  vStedman  of  vSyracuse,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  V\'illiams  College,  managing  editor  of  the  SynuKsc  Dai/y  //<';- 
aid  am\  proprietor  of  the  Syracuse  irc-ck/y  Exprrss.  Emily  M.,  the  wife  of 
William  S.  Rann.  who  was  educated  at  Hamilton  College  and  is  now  the  city 
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editor  of  Bi/Jfalo  Conner.  Jennie  M.,  the  wife  of  \V.  Frank  Jones,  who 
is  teller  and  assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  6s:  Mechanics'  I>ank  of  Hnffalo. 
William  O.,  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  Colle<;e,  who  is  a  prominent  attorney  in 
Chicago,  doing  business  mostly  for  railroads  and  other  corporations.  Kdward 
C,  who  was  educated  at  the  vSyracuse  Medical  University,  and  who  is  a  suc- 
cessful physician  and  surgeon  at  Hammond  City,  Indiana.  All)crt  \V.,  who 
recently  graduated  at  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College,  and  is  just  commenc- 
ing dental  practice  at  Fredouia.  Two  daughters,  Alice  and  Carolyn  C, 
live  with  their  parents. 

Hon.  George  Parker,  who  has  intimately  known  Mr.  Johnson  for  nearly 
half-a-ccntury,  writes  thus  of  him  as  a  lawyer: 

In  many  resj^ccts  lie  has  boon  a  very  able  lawyer,  and  familiar  with  the  ekincutary  princi- 
ples of  the  law  ;  with  the  talent  to  apj)ly  the  same  in  a  ])ractica))le  way  to  case^  in  hatid  for  con- 
sideration. His  clientaije  has  been  lar<4,ely  men  of  ])ro])erly  en^^ai^ed  in  b-.isine^s  aJlairs,  who 
soui^ht  his  fonnsel  becanse  he  was  al  ways  ;;uided  in  his  jnd;^en>ent  by  ])lain  ommon  •-en'-.e,  and 
with  clear  oon(-ei>tions  of  the  ])rincipies  of  law  and  etpnty.  I U- explored  for  the  ti  ulh,  and  when 
the  fu'ts  were  well  under-.lood  in  his  nun<l,  his  le,u;al  deductions  were  j^a-nei.dl}-  indi^  putable. 
In  all  matters  of  imj>ortance  he  <lesired  op]>orlmuty  to  think  and  rellect.  This  characteristic 
dtiubtle'^s  produced  the  disinciin.ation  to  ot'len  a^^>ume  the  duties  and  resj)()n'-i1»ilities  of  a  jury 
lawyer.  In  the  judt^ement  of  his  contem})oraries  at  the  bar  he  is  the  stron;.^est  and  most  l)ril- 
liant  in  the  ])reparation  of  briefs,  after  the  record  was  made  nji,  to  be  used  in  the  hi<;her  courts 
in  review  of  the  jud<;ements  of  the  trial  co\irts.    In  this  class  of  work  he  has  had  few  ef[nals. 

MAJOR  ICXOCII   .\.  CURTIS. 

lyir  Curtis  Fa)uily  of  New  Kngland  from  which  Major  Curtis  descends 
comes  irom  a  long  line  of  English  ancestry  who  have  in  various  geueralious 
been  honored  with  prominent  positions  in  church  and  state,  and  are  and  have 
been  for  many  years  entitled  to  bear  arms.  Among  the  early  settlers  of  New 
England  the  name  aj^pears  and  e\  ory  generation  haspioduced  representatives 
especially  conspicuous  in  some  vocation,  profession,  civil  or  military  olTice, 
aiid  who  were  noted  for  their  firmness  of  character,  their  ability,  and  their 
devotion  to  j^rinciple.  The  first  of  this  family  to  come  to  Western  New  York 
was  Rev.  I-Cnoch  Curtis,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was  for  years  a 
minister  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  made  his  home  for  some 
time  in  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  resided  in  Cattaraugus  county 
in  tliis  state  where  he  died.  The  family  has  been  identified  witii  Chautaucpia 
county  for  sixt\'  years.  Isaac  C.  Curtis,  son  of  Rev.  Pjioeh,  coming  from  his 
native  county  of  Tioga,"  Pa.,  to  Jamestown  with  his  }  oung  wife  in  the  thirties 
to  conduct  lumbering,  and  subsequently  moved  six  miles  west  into  the  unim- 
proved lands  of  Pusti,  purchased  and  developed  a  farm  of  acres,  and 
made  this  his  home  for  twenty-two  years,  when,  removing  to  Harmony, 
he  lived  there  fifteen  years,  then  went  to  Angola,  Erie  county,  where  he  died, 
aged  72  years.  He  was  an  intelligent  citizen,  filling  his  part  well  in  town 
and  cliurch  matters,  and  strong  in  his  Republican  principles  and  Methodist 
faith.    I\Irs.  Curtis,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Hunter,  was  born  in 
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Potter  county,  Pa.,  in' June  1810,  the  daughter  of  Arnold  Hunter,  the  first 
settler  of  Smethport.  She  died  in  Fredonia,  March  15,  1893.  She  was  a 
noble  t}  pe  of  womanhood,  and  was  highly  appreciated  for  her  mental  powers 
which  she  retained  as  well  as  her  physical  vigor  through  her  advanced  years. 
Her  children  were  Enoch  A.,  Emeline  (Mrs.  Edwin  Lewis,  dec),  Lydia  S. 
(dec),  Eliza  (Mrs.  John  Woolley),  Corydon  J.  and  Watson  H. 

Major  Enoch  A.  Curtis^  oldest  child  of  Isaac  and  Susan  (Hunter)  Curtis, 
was  born  in  Busti,  July  19,  i<S36.  Until  1862  his  life  was  passed  on  the 
farm,  at  school,  in  teaching,  and  in  working  at  his  trade  of  carpenter  and' 
builder.  These  quiet  days  were  not  to  last,  the  clouds  of  civil  war  burst 
over  the  country,  and  one  day  while  Mr.  Curtis  was  at  work,  Governor  PV^iton 
and  Colonel  A.  F.  Allen  rode  up  from  Jamestown  and  Governor  Fenton  said 
they  had  come  to  urge  him  to  recruit  a  company  for  the  army,  and  added 
that  he  would  accompany  him  to  hold  meetings  and  make  speeches  at  them 
all  if  Mr.  Curtis  would  do  this.  The  three  had  a  long  consultation.  Mr. 
Curtis  did  not  make  a  decision  then,  and  Governor  Fenton  bade  him  goodby 
saying  he  would  come  again  for  his  answer.  The  result  was  that  i\Ir.  Cur- 
tis enlisted  July  1*3,  1862,  in  the  112th  Regiment,  at  once  began  recruiting, 
and,  August  12,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  D.,  which 
he  commanded  in  the  various  skirmishes  and  battles  in  which  his  regiment 
was  engaged  and  in  the  fearful  struggle  at  Cold  Harbor,  June  i,  1864,  he 
received  such  severe  wounds  as  to  unfit  him  for  further  military  service.  He 
was  lionorably  discharged  September  13,  1864,  and  June  27,  1867,  he  was 
brevetted  major  by  Governor  F'enton  for  ''gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor."  As  a  soldier  and  officer  his  record  stands  high.  He  had  the  love 
and  csttcm  of  his  ecjuipau)-,  and  as  a  line  <>Hicer  he  is  spoken  of  as  ]>cing  a 
strict  disci|)linarian  and  a  model  connnander.  Upon  recovery  from  his 
wounds  Major  Curtis  de\-otetl  himself  to  architecture.  After  a  tliorough 
course  of  study  he  established  his  residence  and  office  in  Fredonia.  Pos- 
sessing mathematical  skill  and  artistic  taste  cultured  by  experience  he  had 
all  the  qualities  for  success  whicli  has  come  to  him  in  no  un>tinted  measure. 
He  soon  took  high  rank  in  his  ])rofessiou,  and  man\'  of  the  l^eautiful  resi- 
dences and  public  buildings  of  Western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  are 
exemplifications  of  his  idea  of  beaut)'  and  its  harmonious  combii:ation  with 
the  practical  and  useful.  Among  the  buildings  where  his  architectural 
designs  and  j^lans  were  adopted  after  comparison  witli  those  of  numerous 
com})etilors  we  mention  r)lcan >  academy  ;  Helmont  Union  vSchool  l)uilding  ; 
I'redonia  Town  Hall  and  "The  Colum1)ia ;  First  National  Ikuik  block,  the 
Oil  Exchange,  and  tlie  l^res])\-terian  cliurch  of  Titusville  ;  Oil  Exchange, 
Bradford  ;  X;iti<^n;d  Transit  Compan)-'s  buildings,  (irace  M.  I{.  church,  City 
Hospital,  Cii\  IIall,()il  City  ;  the  re>iilences  of  George  W  lH)rman,  at  Olean, 
Jk'njamin  Prunded  and  Joseph  Seep  of  Titusville,  Reuben  G.  Wright  of 
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Westfield.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  inanv  beautiful  structures  showiuir 
his  taste  aud  skill. 

He  married  Septeuiber  8,  i«^53,  Jeuuie  E.,  daugliter  of  Morris  aud  Olivia 
(Keut)  Nortou,  of  Hanuouy.  Their  childreu  are  Isabel  (Mrs.  Prauk  Chat- 
sey)  aud  Edith.  Mrs.  Curtis  is  vicc-prcsideut  of  the  Wouiau's  Christiau 
Associatiou  of  Fredouia. 

Duriug  his  resideuce  iu  Fredouia,  Major  Curtis  has  uut  ouly  occupied 
liiuiself  with  the  details  of  au  exactiuo^  professiou,  but  has  beeu  oue  of  the 
leaders  iu  social  life.  His  executive  ability  aud  taste  are  called  upou  iu  uiat- 
ters  of  public  eutcrtaiuuieut  aud  display,  aud  he  is  oue  of  the  uieu  of  pro|;ress 
iu  the  advauceuieut  aud  iuiproveuieut  of  the  couiuiuuity.  To  these  cuds  his 
tiuie  aud  uioucy  arc  giveu,  aud  wlieu  eulistcd  iu  a  cause  he  is  persisteut  iu 
carryiujr  it  to  success.  He  has  beeu  prcsideut  of  Fredouia  village  aud  was 
oue  of  the  first  to  ao;itate  aud  uiost  tcuacious  iu  sccuriu:;  the  villa,i;c  water 
works  systeui.  His  public  spirit  has  beeu  prouiiueutly  showu  iu  the  1)uild-. 
iug  of  the  *'  Coluuibia,"  erected  at  a  cost  of  $50,000,  of  which  lie  was  the  de- 
sigucr  aud  architect,  aud  is  half-owuer.  This  hotel  is  as  beautiful  as  adrcaui, 
aud  there  is  uo  buildiug  better  adapted  to  its  purposes  froui  Buffalo  to  Erie. 
Major  Curtis  is  uiuch  iuterested  iu  Graud  Aruiy  work.  Joiuiug^  the  order  iu 
1885,  he  has  beeu  the  popular  comuiauder  of  his  post  (E.  D.  Holt  Post,  No. 
403)  iu  1887,  1888,  1889,  1890  aud  1892.  He  is  a  uieuiber  aud  has  beeu 
presideut  of  the  Chautauqua  Couuty  Veteraus'  Uuiou,  aud  also  couiuiauder 
of  Xortheru  Chautauqua  E^ucauipuieut,  aud  a  frequeut  dele^rate  to  state  aud 
natioual  soldiers'  uieetiuj^^s.  He  has  a  warui  heart  for  the  old  soldiers,  aud  it 
is  said  by  a  couirade,  *'  that  a  ueedy  soldier  will  receive  aid  froui  him  soouer 
thau  froui  auy  other  mau  iu  towu.'' 

True  to  his  word,  loyal  to  his  fr^euds,  his  couiuiuuity  aud  his  C(.>uutry,  of 
sterliu^;  worth  aud  character,  Major  Curtis  is  oue  of  the  best  represeutatives 
of  F'redouia's  busiucss  uieu. 

HON.  MILTON  M.  KICNNKR.'^ 

We  may  look  about  us  aud  ofteu  see  a  uiau  wlio  has  <^aiued  proiuiueuce 
in  business,  politics,  or  upou  his  military  record,  but  a  man  who  has  silvered 
locks  and  enjoys  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  his  fellow-men  may  turn 
his  miud  to  meditatiou  and  scarce  can  count  a  quartette  who  liavc  become 
emineut  iu  all.  Such  however  may  be  triitlifuUy  said  of  lion.  M.  M.  I'euner, 
who  is  the  seventh  child  of  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  Christopher 
C.  aud  Lucinda  (Fross)  Fenner.  He  was  born  July  28,  1837,  at  the  old 
homestead  belongiuj^  to  his  father  in  South  Stockton,  New  York.  His 
ancestors  on  both  sides  were  of  English  extraction,  his  grandfather.  Resolved 
W.  Fenner,  being  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  aud  a  descendant  of  Rev.  \V.  Fen- 
ner, a  noted  Puritan  divine,  from  whom  came  Arthur,  James,  and  James  Jr., 
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Fcnner,  all  wlioni  occupied  the  gubernatorial  chair  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  between  1790  and  1845.  Resolved  W.  Fenner  went  to  Madison 
county,  X.  v.,  in  1800,  and  there  is  a  town  in  that  county  named  in  his 
honor.  He  came  to  Kllcry  in  1819  and  remained  there  until  he  died  in  1847. 
Rufus  Fross  was  a  nati\'e  of  Kindcrliook,  Columbia  count)-,  N'ew  York. 
Im-oiu  there  he  went  to  Litchfield,  Herkimer  county,  married  and  came  to 
tlic  town  of  Chautauqua  in  1810,  locaf  iui;-  on  the  farm  where  he  resided  until 
his  death  in  iS{6.  He  ser\'ed  in  the  war  of  181.?  and  was  pn-seiit  at  llie 
buruin*^'  o''  Ihiflalo.  Christ* »j)lier  C.  I'V-nner  was  born  in  I'rookfield,  Aladison 
couut\',  in  i8()i,  and  eame  to  this  eouut\'  with  Newell  Putnam  when  sixteen 
\-ears  of  ai^e.  'i'wo  year<  later  tlie  fimil\'  came  and  took  u])  a  tract  of  laud 
h  ing  on  Cassad.iL;\i  cre'.-k.  He  uuile(i  in  marriaL;e  with  I^ueiuda  Imoss,  \n 
1826,  and  conducted  his  f:irui  until  his  death  in  J  850.  Of  their  nine  child- 
ren ei«;ht  are  now  li\'iu^-.  iJotli  he  and  his  wife  were  hard  workiu^i;  and  fru- 
gal in  tlieir  habits  and  living,  and  possessed  the  highest  sense  of  honor.  Xo 
debt  that  they  ever  contracted  remained  unsettled  and  this  motto,  "  ]')ay 
everything  }  ou  owe/'  was  so  firmly  impiessed  on  the  minds  of  their  children 
that  the  lesson  was  ne\er  for<;otten.  Hard  woik  and  priwations  caused  the 
health  of  the  father  to  fiil  before  he  reached  that  age  when  man  shoidd  be 
his  best,  and  tliis  coupK-d  willi  the  large  family  of  children  and  unfortunate 
fmancial  veutiu'es  ke|)t  the  hunily  for  many  years  on  the  verge  of  destitution. 

M.  M.  I'Vanier  inherited  the  seemingly  tmtiring  energy  of  his  nu)ther  ; 
the  ambition  and  strong  integrity  and  strict  honesty  of  both  parents.  He 
was  but  tliirteeu  >  ears  of  ai'.e  when  he  lost  his  father,  and  was  thrown  ui)on 
his  own  i(.'.->ourees.  IJeiug  thus  obliged  to  toil  for  a  mere  existence,  he  early 
ac(|uired  habits  of  industry  and  economy,  which  ha\'e  been  pot^-ntial  factors 
in  his  life's  success.  I'or  fi\e  years  succeeding  his  father's  death  he  was 
either  emphjyed  woiking  his  mother's  farm,  or  as  a  farm  hand  l)y  the  neigh- 
bors. Th.e  summer  he  was  sixteen  \'ears  old  he  worked  four  months  for 
David  Smith,  of  Stockton,  and  instead  of  losing  any  time,  he  made  five  extra 
days,  working  nights  at  stents."  From  eighteen  to  twenty  he  worked  the 
homestead  in  pannership  with  his  brother,  and  ac(piired  an  interest  in  the 
personal  propertx'.  Tliey  cleared  some  new  ground,"  and  followed  dairy- 
ing and  stock-raising.  His  earlv  dreams  were  thinking  of  the  time  when  he 
should  have  kno\v]e*lge,  and  when  })re[)ared  he  entered  Alleghen\-  college,  of 
Meadville,  Pa.,  and  attended  its  sessions,  spending  the  vacations  at  work  to 
secure  mone\-  for  pa\-ing  his  waw  Ik'tbre  he  reached  twent\-five  he  had 
tau'dit  se\-en  terms  of  pu])lic  rnid  select  schools  in  Xew  York  and  Michiga!!, 
and  found  ti'ue  to  r*.  ad  and  learn  tlie  prelimiuar\'  course  in  the  study  of  med- 
icine. He  then  attended  a  medical  college  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  obtained 
the  degree  of  M.  I),  on  ^fay  22,  i  S60.  Dr.  I'enner  first  practised  in  the  city 
of  h'lint,  Michigan,  begimilng  immediately  after  he  received  his  degree,  but 
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July  12,  iS6r,  only  a  }'ear  after,  liis  ])atriotisni  coiiipcllcd  him  to  i^ive  up  bis 
uewly-cslablislic'd  practice  and  enlist  as  a  private  in  coin]Kiny  A,  Sth  Miclii- 
j;an  rej^inient,  tliat  was  recruited  ])y  Col.  William  M.  l-'enton,  ex-lieutenant- 
governor  of  that  vStatc.  He  was  apj^ointed  hos])ital  steward  of  the  rei;iment, 
and  war  correspondent  for  a  couple  of  the  leadini;  state  papers.  Soon  after 
<;ettin;^  into  active  service  he  was  promoted  to  a  second  lieutenancy  for  val- 
orous conduct,  and  was  assii^ned  to  duty  in  Co.  I,  of  the  <anic  re<^iment.  They 
were  under  fire  at  the  battle  of  Coosaw  river,  S.  C,  January  i,  1^62,  and  in 
April  of  the  same  >"car,  the  captrdn  and  first  lieutenant  ha\-in,<:^  resigned,  he 
commanded  his  com])any  durin;^  the  sie,!^;e  that  resulted  in  the  fall  of  I'ort 
Pulaski.  He  commanded  the  outpost  station  at  J^panish  Wells,  on  Milton 
Head  Island,  S.  C,  durin;^-  the  niiL^ht  attack  and  attempted  buruiuiLi^  of  that 
])lacc  by  the  Confederates,  March  12,  1^63.  In  the  latter  ]Kirt  of  Ma\-,  1^62, 
he  was  ap'pointed  to  service  in  the  sij^nal  corps  and  assii^ned  to  General  Hun- 
ter's staff  at  I  lilton  Head.  Por  meritorious  conduct  he  was  commissioned 
first  lieutenant,  ( )etober  i,  \^()2.  He  was  in  the  lreuelK>-  at  the  fill  of  I'ort 
Wa,L;ner,  Charleston  harbor,  in  Jul)-,  i^^^)^.  Colonel  I^'Ulon  said  (»f  him  in  a 
letter  to  (lovernor  lilair  of  Miehii^^an,  dated  May  14,  i'^^^  :  I  take  the  lib- 
erty, althouL;h  not  now  in  service,  of  cordially  recommending;  him  (  firsl  lieut- 
enant M.  M.  Fenner)  to  further  promotion.  My  cc»nnectiou  with,  the  ^th  reg- 
iment and  previous  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Fenner  enable  me  to  speak  un- 
derstandingly,  and  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  such  an  appointment  would 
prove  advantageous  to  the  service.  His  experience  in  the  field  as  hospital 
steward  of  th.e  •'^th  regiment,  and  subsequently  as  lieutenant  in  command  of 
a  com}:>any,  and  his  efficiency  in  every  position  in  which  he  has  l)een  placed, 
as  well  as  his  sterling  moral  virtue  and  irre])roachable  private  character,  entitle 
him  to  high  consideration,  lie  may  be  relied  on  as  competent  and  worthy.'' 
In  April,  I'SGj,  he  came  to  Brooklyn,  in  respon^e  to  an  invitation  extended 
by  the  vSccretary  of  the  Navy,  passed  an  examination  and  received  a 
commission  as  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  Xavy,  from  vSccretary  Welles,  in 
May,  1863,  but  owing  to  the  active  operations  about  Charleston,  and  the 
prospects  of  a  fight,  he  decided  to  remain  for  a  time  in  the  army,  which  he 
did,  until  after  the  fall  of  ]*ort  W^igner.  Dr.  In-nner  was  a  member  of  .\dmiral 
Dahlgren's  staff,  and  was  on  board  the  Hagship  in  the  nav^d  night  attack 
upon  Fort  vSumter.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  came  north  on  a  leave  of  ab- 
sence, when,  seeing  a  good  o])ening  at  Jamestown,  near  his  early  home,  he 
resigned  his  commission  and  began  to  practise  his  profession,  in  which  he 
was  eminently  successful.  But  when  the  speculation  excitement  in  the  oil 
region  broke  out  and  was  carrying  everything  before  it,  he,  and  many  others 
from  the  vicinity  of  Jamestown,  went  down  and  spe-nt  the  winter  of  1864-5  in 
western  Pennsylvania.  Like  many  others  he  was  unfortunate,  and  returned 
to  Jamestown  in  the  summer  of  1865,  with  a  light  purse,  but  his  heart  was  not 
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heavy,  and  with  renewed  energy,  he  went  to  work  to  reclaim  his  scattered  for- 
tunes. The  publication  of  "  The  Medical  Progress  "  was  one  of  his  ventures, 
and  large  editions  were  distributed.  In  1866  Dr.  Fenner  was  appointed 
city  physician,  and  held  that  position  until  he  left  Jamestown. 

In  May,  1866,  he  delivered  the  annual  address  to  the  Eclectic  Medical 
society  of  the  Thirty-second  Senatorial  District.  Two  years  later,  in  the 
course  of  a  similar  address  to  tlie  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  vState  of 
New  York,  he  made  this  utterance,   which  was  widely  connnented  upon  ; 

Liberality  of  principle,  scope  of  thought  and  research,  untiring  energy  and 
unswerving  devotion  are  the  requisites  in  the  medical  man  to  extended  suc- 
cess in  the  treatment  of  all  affections,  both  acute  and  chronic,  simple  and 
complex,  ranging  from  an  influenza  to  a  grave  typhoid,  a  simple  ulcer  to  a 
scirrhous  cancer,  a  bronchial  cough  to  a  grave  consumption."  In  March, 
1869,  he  disposed  of  his  large  practice  at  Jamestown,  settled  up  his  "  oil 
region  losses,"  dollar  for  dollar,  and  in  July  of  that  year  located  at  Fredonia, 
where  he  established  his  "  People's  Dispensary  of  Medicine  and  Surgery 
resumed  the  publication  of  ''The  Medical  Progress  "  and  soon  secured  a 
larger  practice  than  he  Jiad  left.  In  1870  the  United  States  government 
appointed  him  examining  surgeon,  and  1872  the  Pyclectic  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York  elected  him  its  presideut.  He  now  holds  member- 
ship in  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  vSociety  and  Western  New  York 
lv:leetic  Medical  vSociet)'.  Dr.  I'enner  is  a  prominent  lecturer  before  medi- 
cal societies,  and  a  monographer  of  National  reputation  through  his  contri- 
butions to  medical  journals.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  the 
Dunkirk  and  PVedonia  electric  railway,  and  has  been  its  president,  secretary, 
treasurer  and  manager.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  erection  of  Fredonia's 
model  hotel  "  The  Colum]:)ia,"  in  which  he  owns  one-fourth  interest,  and  is  a 
zealous  ad\-ocate  of  all  local  progressive  movements.  Dr.  Fenner  married 
June  5,  1866,  Georgi^ma,  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  Grandin  an  extensive  woolen 
manufacturer  of  Jamestown.  vShe  died  Septem])er  5,  1S81.  April,  1883,  he 
married  Florence  K.  Pondeson  of  Jamestown.  They  have  one  son,  Milton  M. 

Politically  he  is -one  of  tiie  most  i)rominent  men  in  western  New  York. 
He  has  alwa\-s  disp]a\ed  an  acute  interest  in  the  Republican  j)art\'.  His 
popularity  is  best  shown  by  the  fact  that  when  first  a  candidate  for  office — 
that  of  supervisor  of  the  town  (>[  Pomfret,  although  the  district  for  several 
}ears  had  given  majorities  for  candidates  of  the  op}^osite  part)' — he  was 
elected  b\'  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  The  next  )-ear  he  was 
elected  with  a  majorit\-  increased  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  at  the 
following  election,  when  running  tor  the  Assembly,  the  Pomfret  district 
swelled  his  majc>rit>'  to  three  hundred  and  ten,  while  the  Assembly  district 
made  his  total  majority  over  his  opponent  two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  the  largest  ever  given  a  candidate  in  that  district.    When  the 
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Rcpublicrins  a,L;aiii  took  control  of  tlie  ^ovcriniK'nt,  after  ClcAlaiul's  admin- 
istration, Dr.  lu-nncr  was.  a])])ointcd  (loi)Uty  collector  of  the  i)ortof  XcwVork, 
which  ]K)sition  he  held  with  credit  and  honor  from  Jannary  iS(j(^  nntil 
Au,i;nst  1S91,  when  he  resii^ned  on  acconnt  of  i)ressnre  of  private  bnsiness. 
Dr.  l*enner  is  conrteons,  strai^^htforward  and  cordial  in  his  intercourse  with 
men,  and  his  affability  makes  him  many  warm  friends.  Indnstrious  and 
painstakingly-  in  his  bnsiness,  he  always  dischar<;es  thc;__most  mi.nnte  details  of 
his  work  with  the  same  care  that  characterizes  his  transactions  of  i^reater 
maj^iiitiide.  The  ntmost  s\  stem  is  observed  in  his  office,  and  he  has  his  lari;e 
bnsiness  so  thoron<;hly  under  control  that  he  seems  to  handle  it  with  but 
sliiyht  effort.  Amon<;  his  business  associates  his  word  is  as  i^ood  as  his  bond, 
and  his  cheek  will  as  readily  ])ass  current  as  the  cash.  Hon.  M.  M.  h'enner 
is  a  brij^dit  exam])le  of  the  ])()ssibilities  of  an  American  \  (»nth  who  is  jiossessed 
of  sound  sense  and  a  deterujined  and  micon(pierable  will. 

SIR  CilAKlJvS   L.  Wl'J'.S'n: K. 

In  the  words  of  an  old  j^hilosophet  ''.Ml  men  who  have  done  anythin<^of 
value  ouj^ht  to  have  recorded  the  history  of  their  lives."  Few  men  have 
made  such  impress  upon  their  veneration  as  did  Charles  L.  Webster.  I'.orn 
in  Charlotte,  vSeptember  24,  1851,  he  inherited  the  best  qualities  of  his  New 
Knj^land  ancestors,  the  earliest  of  whom  were  amon<;  the  leaders  of  Plymouth 
CV)lon\'.  Comin<j^  to  I'redonia  when  five  , years  old  the  only  schools  he 
attended  were  those  of  this  village  includinr^  the  Academy  and  Normal 
school.  Pie  ac(piired  knowlediL^^c  almost  by  intuition.  I'rom  boyhood  he  pre- 
ferred workin<^  with  tools  to  the  ]>articipation  in  the  sports  of  his  com})anions. 
When  sixteen  he  made  a  model  of  a  full-rij^oed  ship,  technically  perfect  in 
detail  and  ])roportion.  When  the  sunken  Lawrence,  the  historic  llaty-ship  of 
the  <;allant  Perry,  was  raised  from  its  Iouili^  sul)mersion  in  the  waters  of  Lake 
li^rie,  he  obtained  some  of  the  hcav\'  timbers,  and  with  artistic  skill  soon 
transformed  them  into  an  ele.L^ant  cabinet.  Receivinjj^  a  present  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  on  attainin^i;  his  majority,  he  invested  it  in  a  telescope,  and  by 
his  own  efforts  and  examination  of  the  heavens  accpiired  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  astrononi}'.  Without  a  teacher  he  became  an  accom])lishcd  civi^ 
engineer  and  for  some  time  engaged  in  land  and  railroad  surveying.  These 
incidents  illustrate  his  thoroughness  and  application.  He  was  a  great  reader^ 
became  well  versed  in  historical  and  scientific  literature,  and  accpiired  a  clear, 
graphic  and  vigorous  style  of  writing.  He  was  apt  in  drawing  contracts^ 
which  were  noticeable  for  their  concise  and  exact  expression. 

In  1870  Mark  Twain,  (Samuel  L.  Clemens)  delivered  his  celebrated  lec- 
ture on  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  Fredonia.  He  reached  the  village  at  night 
and  left  town  at  the  close  of  the  lecture,  but  was  so  impressed  by  the  charac- 
ter of  the  audience,  that,  when  some  time  after,  his  sister,  Mrs.  Moffett, 
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wislied  to  locate  in  tlie  state,  lie  advised  lier  to  ^^o  to  Fredonia.  She  made 
her  home  here  and  vSej)teml)er  2S,  1875,  ]\Ir.  Webster  and  her  daughter  Annie 
were  married.  Tliis  marriage  was  the  means  of  bringing  about  tliat 
acquaintance  and  friendship  with  Mr.  Clemens  which  culminated  in  the 
most  brilliant  j)artnc'r>hi]>  kjiown  to  the  annals  of  the  j)ublisliing  trade  of 
America.  Mr.  Webster's  abilities  demanded  a  metropolitan  field  for  their 
exercise,  and  removing  to  New  York  in  1881,  he  formed  with  Mr.  Clemens, 
the  publishing  h.ouse  of  Charles  L.  Webster  6c  Company  in  1884.  Tlie  i)he- 
nomenal  success  of  this  house  is  well-known,  but  it  was  largeh'  due  to  tlie 
energ\',  aptitude  and  attention  of  Mr.  Webster.  lie  personally  knew  the 
details  of  every  department  of  an  establishment  transacting  a  business  of 
over  a  million  dollars  annually.  He  originated  a  system  of  speedily  placing 
enormous  editions  of  their  pul)lications  which  amazed  competitors.  The 
preeminent  business  abilit)'  of  Mr.  Webster  was  shown  in  the  marvellous 
power  he  had  of  inducing  notable  personages  to  write  volumes  for  his  house 
to  publish.  He  contracted  for  the  |>ublication  of  The  Personal  Recollec- 
tions of  (rcn.  V.  vS.  (irant/'  and  in  18S5  he  went  to  hhirope  to  arrange  for  its 
publication  in  ICngland,  (  lerniau)',  France,  Itah' and  Holland.  In  1886  he 
arranged  in  Rome  for  the  ])ubHcation  of  "  The  Life  of  Pope  Leo  XIH  and 
had  the  entire  charge  of  the  publication  and  sale  of  the  work  in  Ital)',  Si)ain, 
France,  I  lollanil,  (iermany,  Fhigland  and  the  United  States,  and  the  Pope  was 
so  ])leased  with  liim  and  his  labors  that  he  decorated  him  a  Knight  of  the 
Order  of  Pius  \'II.  While  in  Rome  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webster  were  honored  by 
a  ])ri\-ate  interview  with  the  eminent  j)onti(T  in  the  Vatican.  Mr.  W  ebster 
retired  from  business  in  i  ^sS,  his  health  broken  by  his  energetic  activity,  and 
great  expenditure  of  ner\'e  force,  and  resumed  his  residence  in  P'redonia 
wliere  he  died  AjM'il  2^),  i8c)i, 

"  Time,  talents  and  purse  were  alwa>  s  freely  given.  There  was  not  a  parti- 
cle of  f  dse,  aristocratic  pride  about  him.  The  rich  and  tiie  poor  were  all  [dike 
to  him,  he  was  socird  with  ever\-body,  and  to  his  close  friends  he  seemed 
more  attached  tlian  e\-er,  the  same  Charley  as  of  old.  And  it  is  for  those 
tpialities  of  warm  hearted  friendship  and  as  a  genial  companion,  and  enthu- 
siastic cliampiou  of  whoever  and  whatever  he  thought  in  the  right,  that  he 
is  most  tenderly  mourned  in  I'redonia.  He  was  highl)'  gratified  with  his 
unanimous  <.'leeti(»n  as  [)re.>ident  of  the  village,  in  which  office  he  did  much 
laborious  and  ellicient  service,  not  for  the  honor  but  because  it  was  a  mani- 
festation of  tile  confidence  and  regard  of  the  communit}-  of  his  b<.)\  hood. 
Those  who  knew  him  best,  lo\'ed  and  admired  him  most,  and  while  his  death, 
as  a  public-spirited,  ]>rominent  citizen,  is  a  sad  loss  to  the  village,  it  is  along 
the  a\enue,  where  lie  li\ed,  and  among  the  associates  he  met  in  the  stores 
and  shops,  and  witli  whom  he  <laily  walked  through  our  streets,  whence 
comes  the  sorrow  which  irauLro  be>t  the  true  worth  of  the  man.'' — Cc'nsor. 
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CHAUNXEY  ABHEY. 

By  O.  W.  Johnson,  a.  m. 

I  purpose  to  write  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  Channcey  Abbey,  who  was 
tenderly  borne  by  his  business  associates  and  friends  to  his  final  rest  in  For- 
est Hill  cemetery,  in  Fredonia,  September  14,  1894.  His  life  had  been  long, 
active  and  useful,  and  he  had  well  earned  the  place  he  lias  taken  among  the 
honored  dead. 

Mr.  Abbey  w^as  born  in  Cortland  county,  N.  Y.,  April  i,  1815.  His 
parents  removed  to  Arkwright  in  1821,  when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  Judg- 
ing from  the  date  articles  for  land  were  issued  to  the  settlers,  there  were  not 
then  more  than  15  pioneer  families  in  the  limitsof  the  present  town.  The  wil- 
derness was  almost  unbroken.  Miles  apart  the  smoke  from  the  solitary  log 
cabins  arose  above  the  tree  tops.  The  family  soon  built  a  rude  log  house, 
with  the  great  fireplace  and  brick  oven.  The  place  selected  for  the  farm  was 
in  part  upon  the  highland,  where  beech  and  maple  and  other  hard  wood  trees 
abounded,  and  the  lower  part  was  covered  with  giant  pines  which  whispered 
of  a  home  of  beauty  when  wealth  should  come. 

Mr.  Abbey  helped  with  boyish  hands  to  make  the  home.  He  was  ever 
enthusiastic  over  the  enjoyments  of  his  boyhood  in  the  log  house,  in  the  for- 
est and  in  the  field.  He  felt  the  joy  of  the  conqueror  when  his  strength  grew 
so  that  great  trees  fell  beneath  his  sturdy  strokes,  widening  the  space  for  the 
sunlight  to  greet- the  earth  and  call  forth  its  harvests.  If  in  his  old  age  he 
could  have  had  his  choice  of  an  hour^s  return  of  the  past,  it  would  not  have 
been  of  the  pomp  and  splendor  of  life,  but  of  the  rude  wilderness  home,  the 
blazing  logs  in  the  old  firrplace,  the  music  of  the  spinning  wheel  preparing 
dress  for  sons  and  dauglil'.  >  ,  the  songs  of  birds,  the  varied  flowers  which  no 
human  hand  had  planted,  and  the  glad  voices  of  kindred.  I  have  met  no 
pioneer  who  so  loved  the  past.  The  old  farm  has  been  in  the  family  for  more 
than  seventy  years,  and  at  his  request  it  will  be  long  kept  from  the  tread 
of  the  stranger  as  a  sacred  relic  of  the  past. 

Three  winters  of  attendance  in  school,  which  he  reached  by  a  long  walk 
through  drifted  roads,  completed  his  education.  After  a  day  of  toil  he  read 
some  books  by  the  firelight.  These  years  were  not  lost.  Toil  had  developed 
bone  and  muscle  and  brain  for  the  struggle  of  a  long  life.  He  had  not 
studied  men  through  the  mist  of  centuries,  but  met  them  face  to  face  and 
looked  into  their  souls.  He  had  not  read  of  classic  groves,  but  had  grown 
up  among  groves  just  as  divine,  and  their  beauty  and  lessons  had  grown  into 
his  heart.  Some  pale  trembling  beings  go  forth  to  the  struggle  of  life  with 
much  learning  and  no  health.  He  went  forth  with  health  and  a  giant's 
strength  to  the  battlefield.    I  do  not  condemn  the  polish  of  the  schools,  but 
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I  admire  tlie  man  endowed  by  God  with  power,  no  matter  if  its  development 
is  rude. 

Mr.  Abbey's  first  business  ventures  were  wlien  quite  young,  and  were  in 
cattle.  He  soon  learned  that  he  could  acquire  more  by  using  his  brain  than 
his  hands.  After  some  small  ventures  he  went  to  Ellicott  with  a  view  of 
purchasing  of  Mr.  Prendergast  the  large  herd  of  cattle  which  he  annually  had 
for  sale.  He  looked  so  young  that  Mr.  Prendergast  advised  him  not  to  be 
ambitious  and  take  the  drover's  hazards,  but  to  be  content  with  the  sure  but 
moderate  gains  of  the  farmer.  The  interview  ended  by  the  purchase  of  the 
entire  herd  by  the  beardless  young  man.  He  cleared  over  $i,ooo  from  this 
trade.  He  many  times  afterwards  purchased  Mr.  Prendergast's  cattle,  but 
never  received  his  advice  again.  He  was  an  extensive  dealer  in  cattle.  For 
many  years  the  product  of  most  farms  in  the  county  were  centered  in  the 
annual  herd  of  steers.  There  was  hardly  a  grazing  farm  in  the  county  which 
Mr.  Abbey  did  not  some  time  visit.  He  imported  cattle  largely  from  the 
west,  to  rej)lenish  Chautaucpia  dairies.  His  judgment  in  determining  the 
weight  of  cattle  was  nearly  as  accurate  as  the  scales.  He  found  markets 
for  cattle  at  home  and  abroad.  He  has  walked  behind  many  a  drove  over 
the  Alleghany  mountains  to  Philadelphia,  east  to.  the  Hudson  and  north  to 
the  important  points  where  the  Welland  canal  was  being  constructed  in  Can- 
ada. He  soon  acquired  capital  so  as  to  be  a  money  lender  and  a  purchaser 
of  Commercial  paper  and  other  securities.  He  was  practically  a  banker  for 
wliole  townships,  in  which  no  higher  security  was  known  than  his  word. 
He  became  acquainted  with  the  forms  of  business,  drew  wills,  settled  estates, 
cared,  as  guardian,  for  investments  for  minors.  Hundreds  sought  and  profited 
by  his  advice  in  all  the  emergencies  of  life,  and  it  was  always  freely  given. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  supervisor  of  Arkwright,  and  he  served  the  town  ably 
and  faithfully  in  that  position  for  eight  years. 

In  1856  he  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fredonia  bank,  organized 
under  the  state  law  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  Its  organizers  were 
men  of  remarkable  ability,  each  having  in  the  fullest  measure  the  confidence 
of  the  public.  The  first  directors  were  George  W.  Tew,  Orson  Stiles,  Chaun- 
cey  Abbey,  David  Barrett,  Henry  C.  PVisbee,  Stephen  M.  Clement,  Edmund 
Day,  William  Smith  and  Calvin  Hutcliinson.  A  part  of  the  stock  was  taken 
by  men  who  mortgaged  their  farms  to  the  banking  department  as  security 
for  the  bills  to  be  issued.  This  combined  effort  seems  strange  when  we  know 
that  many  of  these  men,  in  the  process  of  time,  could  have  organized  such  a 
bank  without  aid.  Not  only  of  tlie  nine  directors,  but  of  the  thirty  original 
stockholders,  Mr.  Abbey  was  the  survivor.  None  of  them  took  their  stock 
or  bank  books  with  tliem,  but  we  believe  they  all  could  smilingly  face  the 
record  kept  by  the  recording  angel.  In  1865  this  bank  was  changed  into  the 
Fredonia  National  Bank,  of  whicli  Mr.  Abbey  was  one  of  the  first  directors, 
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and  continued  a  director  until  his  death.  Each  of  the  original  directors  of 
the  second  bank  left  him  to  join  the  "great  majority.'*  He  was  a  man  of 
acute  sensibilities,  and  felt  the  shadows  gather  around  him  as  his  old  friends 
one  by  one  passed  away,  never  to  return. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention  his  marked  filial  affection.  I  urged  him,  as 
many  others  did,  to  remove  from  his  solitary  home  among  the  hills  to  Fre- 
donia,  where  his  business  and  interests  had  largely  centered,  and  where  a 
most  cordial  welcome  awaited  him.  He  replied  in  substance  :  If  I  looked 
to  my  own  interest  I  would,  but  my  father  and  mother  have  lived  in  the  old 
home  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Its  associations  are  what  is  left  to  them  of 
the  joys  of  life.  They  look  to  me  for  protection.  Come  what  may,  I  shall 
never  ask  them  to  leave  the  old  home,  and  I  shall  never  leave  them  without 
ni)'  jK'rsonal  care."  After  the  death  of  both  his  parents  he  removed  to  l^Ve- 
donia  in  i(S<S4.  In  1881  he  had  been  elected  president  of  the  iMedonia 
National  Hank  to  succeed  S.  M.  Clement,  who  had  (lisi)osed  of  his  interests, 
after  a  most  successful  and  honorable  career  as  a  banker. 

Man)'  have  wondered  why  the  hills  of  Arkwright  should  have  enticed  to 
them  such  men  as  David  Abbey,  Simeon  Clinton,  Jonathan  Sprague  and  Wil- 
liam Wilcox,  when  the  lake  shore  region,  now  famed  for  its  fruitful ness  and 
beauty,  was  open  to  settlement.  I  have  been  told  by  several  of  the  pioneers 
that  the  lake  shore  region  then  seemed  low  and  marshy,  and  tangled  with 
underbrush,  but  that  the  hills  were  covered  with  huge  trees  in  which  wild 
flowers  of  surpassing  variety  and  beauty  bloomed  ;  that  the  little  streams 
were  clear  as  cr\  stal,  and  sweet  waters  gushed  from  the  hillside'springs.  No 
idea  was  then  formed  of  main  roads  or  the  growth  of  villages  or  cities.  The 
pioneers  were  captivated  by  the  present  beauty.  Men  admire  the  valleys  but 
they  love  the  hills. 

Mr.  Abbey  i)resents  a  marked  character  to  analyze.  He  was  a  keen  observer 
of  men.  To  the  man  struggling  manfully  with  adversity  his  strong  arm 
was  outstretched,  but  drones  and  adventurers,  wasters  of  fortunes  and  oppor- 
tunities, and  betrayers  of  trusts  never  successfully  applied  to  him.  He  was 
a  bold,  energetic,  self-reliant  man,  following  more  than  most  men  the  sugges- 
tions of  his  own  judgment  and  conscience.  He  listened  toothers  but  decided 
for  himself.  He  generously  aided  every  public  enterprise  to  make  men  bet- 
ter and  happier.  He  had  the  frankness  and  geniality  that  aitached  to  him 
his  business  associates  and  neighbors.  In  a  business  career  of  more  than 
sixty  years  his  integrity  was  never  questioned.  He  faithfully  discharged 
every  trust  confided  to  him.  He  was  a  wise  num  from  the  lessons  of  life, 
and  the  book  of  nature  to  him  was  ever  open.  He  left  two  surviving  brothers, 
James,  a  most  worthy  man,  his  senior  in  age  ;  David  L/.,  a  younger  brother, 
who  had  the  care  of  his  many  farms. 

Mr.  Abbey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Cha.se,  the  daughter 
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of  a  pioneer.  All  three  of  his  children  were  born  of  that  marriage.  After 
the  decease  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Esther  Allen  whom  he  survived. 
His  three  daughters,  upon  whom  he  lavished  his  affections,  were  Rosie  E., 
the  widow  of  Mauley  IVI.  vSessious  ;  Etta  E.,  the  wife  of  Hon.  Warren  B. 
Hooker,  a  young  man  of  ability  and  tireless  energy,  who  has  twice  been 
elected  to  Congress,  and  for  valuable  service  is  nominated  unanimously  by 
his  party  for  a  third  term  ;  and  Miss  Rubie  L.  Abbey,  who  made  a  pleasant  and 
happy  home  for  her  father  in  his  declining  years.  Surrounded  by  his  aflfec- 
tiouate  children  and  grandchildren,  respected  by  his  fellow  men,  blessed  with 
an  ample  competence,  with  an  honorable  life  back  of  him  and  an  assured  hope 
of  the  future  before  him,  Mr.  Abbey  went  gently  and  calmly  to  his  final  rest. 

HON.  WARREN  R.  H00KP:R. 

They  who  have  won  prominent  position  and  honorable  distinction  in  life 
are  by  no  means  all  old  men.  In  political,  as  in  business  or  military  life, 
those  who  attain  to  the  rank  of  leaders,  do  so  at  an  early  age,  or  else  give 
decided  earnest  of  future  achievement.  Of  that  class  of  young  men  in  Chau- 
tauqua county  who  have  succeeded  by  their  own  efforts,  is  Hon.  Warren  B. 
Hooker,  now  serving  a  second  successful  term  as  member  of  congress  from 
the  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Congressional  District,  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua.  Mr.  Hooker  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Philena  (Waterman)  Hooker,  and  was  born  at  Perrysburg  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  November  24,  1856.  John  Hooker  was  a  native  of  Vermont  who 
settled  in  Cattaraugus  county,  where  lie  was  a  leading  farmer  and  prominent 
citizen  until  his  death,  June  24,  1888,  in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age. 
His  wife,  Philena -Waternuin,  of  Massachusetts,  died  in  1883,  aged  seventy. 

Warren  B.  Hooker  was  born  and  brought  up  on  his  father's  farm  at  Perrys- 
burg and  received  his  education  at  Forestville  academy,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  tlie  class  of  1876.  At  the  close  of  his  academic  course  he 
dctoiinincd  to  follow  law  as  his  profession,  and  pursued  his  legal  studies  with 
John  i).  Record  of  I'oreslville.  Ik-iug  admitted  io  the  Ixir  in  1879,  he  ])rac- 
tised  in  this  county  until  in  1882  he  determined  to  seek  the  fortunes  the 
opening  west  presented,  and  went  to  Tacoma,  Washington.  At  the  end  of 
two  years,  however,  he  returned  to  Chautauqua  county,  and  has  ever  since 
been  in  active  practice  as  a  lawyer  at  PVedonia,  where  lie  now  resides  with 
liis  family.  On  Se])tembcr  11,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Etta  Iv,  daughter  of 
Chaunccy  Abbey.    They  have  two  children,  Sherman  A.  and  Florence  E. 

Mr.  Hooker  early  sliowed  remarkable  insight  into  national  and  local 
political  problems.  WliiU  scarcel)-  more  than  a  boy  he  was  prominent  in 
political  matters  connected  with  his  own  tt>wn,  and,  in  187s,  the  year  l^efore 
his  admission  to  the  bar,  was  elected  special  surrogate  of  Cliautau(|ua  county, 
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which  position  he  filled  creditably  for  three  years.  In  1890  he  received  the 
nomination  of  his  party  for  representative  in  congress  over  several  popular  and 
able  Republican  leaders,  and  at  the  ensnin^;  election  was  chosen  by  a  majority 
of  5,726  votes  over  his  Democratic  opponent  Major  Hiram  Smith.  Two  }  ears 
after  he  was  nominated  for  a  second  term  by  acclamation,  and,  in  1894,  after 
three  years  service  as  the  true  representative  of  the  people,  he  was  nominated 
for  a  third  term  in  congress.  This  breaks  the  heretofore  inflexible  rule  in 
this  district  of  only  allowing  a  member  to  run  tvv'u  terms,  a  very  unwise  rule 
for  any  district.  Mr.  Hooker  was  the  youngest  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  when  he  was  elected,  but  his  frank,  friendly  manner,  and  his 
keen  insight  into  national  and  local  needs,  soon  won  for  him  the  choicest 
friends  and  a  most  prominent  standing.  In  the  Fifty-Third  Congress  S])eaker 
Crisp  appointed  him  the  New  York  member  on  the  rivers  and  harbors  com- 
mittee,'' and  he  showed  his  ability  and  fitness  by  the  masterly  way  in  which 
he  provided  for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  the  river  and  har])or  inter- 
ests of  the  Empire  state. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  of  his  legal  and  political  career,  Mr.  Hooker  has 
always  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow  townsmen,  or  to  labor  in  any  move- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  Fredonia  or  the  county.  When  first  elected  to  con- 
gress he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county,  which 
position  he  held  during  two  terms  ;  the  second  time  being  the  nominee  of 
both  Republican  and  Democratic  parties.  In  politics  Mr.  Hooker  has  steadily 
supported  the  Republican  party  and  its  cardinal  principles,  while  the  part  he 
has  taken  and  the  measures  he  has  advocated  in  political  affairs  have  always 
met  the  approval  of  his  party  and  commanded  the  respect  of  his  opponents. 

COMMANDER  WILLIAM   B.  CUSilING,  U.  S.  N. 

Commander  William  B.  Cashing,  youngest  son  of  Milton  B.  Cushing  and 
grandson  of  Judge  Zattu  Cushing,  was  born  November  4,  1842,  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  died  at  Washington,  December  17,  1874.  His  wife,  Kate  L.  F'^orbes 
Cushing,  and  two  daughters  survive  him.  In  1857  he  entered  the  naval 
academy  at  Annapolis  and  in  1861  was  assigned  duty  on  the  U.  S.  S.  ]Min- 
nesota  and  entered  upon  his  historic  career,  one  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  nations.  He  captured  the  Delaware  Farmer,  the  first  naval  prize  of  the 
civil  war.  From  this  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  repeatedly  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  acts  of  bravery.  His  conflict  with  the  famous  Con- 
federate iron  clad  Merrimac  and  his  destruction  of  the  Albemarle  will  be 
golden  pages  on  American  history  while  civilisation  endures.  Johnson's 
Cyclopedia  .says  of  him  :  "  Alwa\  s  complimented  l^y  his  superior  oflieers  for 
his  skill  and  courage;  five  times  thanked  by  the  navy  de])artment,  and  once 
by  Congress  for  distinguished  *  services,'  the  country  may  well  be  proud  of 
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this  most  adventurous  of  their  heroes.'^  ^  Oscar  W.  Johnson  in  his  memorial 
of  Judge  Zattu  Gushing  says  : 

It  was  a  blessing  to  have  lived  at  such  a  period  in  our  national  existence,, 
to  have  died  witli  bright  visions  of  the  future  without  even  seeing  a  sign  of 
the  great  convulsion  tliat  has  since  shaken  the  republic  to  its  very  center.- 
Could  he  have  lived  until  this  time  he  would  have  seen  his  restless  and 
unconquerable  will  manifesting  itself  in  his  posterity  in  the  most  terrible 
ordeals  to  which  man  is  ever  subjected — he  would  have  seen  his  grandsons, 
making  the  name  of  Gushing  immortal  in  his  country's  history.  While 
Gettysburg  is  remembered,  long  as  the  human  heart  cherishes  the  memory  of 
heroism  and  virtue,  it  will  warm  at  the  name  of  Alonzo  H.  Gushing,  who, 
when  brave  men  retired  before  the  overwhelming  assault  of  the  enemy, 
although  tlirice  wounded,  still  stood  at  his  post  almost  alone,  and  died  at  the 
battery  he  commanded  as  he  poured  its  last  discharge  into  the  very  face  of 
the  foe.  And  Lieutenant-Gommander  William  B.  Gushing,  by  repeated  dar- 
ing and  successful  achievements,  has  rivaled  the  fiime  of  Paul  Jones  and 
I^errv,  and  associated  his  name  with  theirs  in  immortality." 

And  loving  words  sluill  tell  the  world 

Their  noble  deeds,  who,  'gainst  the  Nvronj^, 

The  flag  of  freedom  kept  unfurled, 

A>\d  suffering  nuule  the  nation  strong. 

And  glistening  eyes  shall  throb  with  tears 

At  names,  that,  stam])ed  on  history's  page,  . 

Shall  aye  go  ringing  down  the  years, 

The  heroes  of  this  patriot  age. 
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CITY  OF  DUNKIRK. 

Hv  Hon.  ()]u;i>  I<])S0N. 

CHAPTlvR  L. 

ri()Xl%!:R  HIS'I'OKV. 

THE  town  of  Dunkirk  was  formed  from  romfret,  November  17,  1859. 
It  lies  upon  tlie  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  east  of  tlie  eenter  line  of  tlie 
county.  It  is  the  smallest  town  in  the  county  containiiiL;  but  6,632 
acres.  Over  one-third  of  its  area  is  in  the  city.  Tlie  surface  is  generally 
level,  descending  slightly  towards  the  lake.  The  Canadaway,  the  largest 
stream,  empties  into  Lake  Erie  west  of  Point  Gratiot.  The  other  principal 
streams  are  Crooked  brook  and  Scott's  creek.  The  first  settlenient  was  made 
by  Seth  Cole  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway.  He  was  from  Paris,  Oneida 
county,  and  came  into  the  county  with  Zattu  Cushing  in  February,  1805. 
In  1804  Cushing  had  ])oug]it  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Canadaway  creek  at 
its  mouth.  June  5th,  1805,  Cole  bouglit  i)art  of  this  land  and  i>aid  $3-33  per 
acre.  Cole  was  obliged  to  take  his  first  crop  of  grain,  drawn  ])y  an  ox  team 
on  the  ice,  to  be  ground  at  Niagara  P'alls  and  later  ones  to  the  Twent\-mile 
creek  in  i*enns\'l vania.  He  was  afler\Nards  enji)l())ed  to  cut  and  clear  out 
a  road  a  rod  wide  from  the  west  line  of  Pom  fret  to  Sih'er  Creek  for  $10  a 
mile.  Tlie  earliest  hostilities  in  the  last  war  with  Phighuid  occurred  in  this 
town  in  the  summer  of  181  2.  It  wa.s  an  attem])t  ])\-  a  Ihitish  cruiser  to  cap- 
ture a  salt  boat  that  took  refuge  in  the  Canadawa\-,  wlien  the  widow  Cole  l^y 
lier  courage  and  patriotism  earned  the  title  of  heroine  of  the  war  of  1812." 
An  afTair  also  occurred  near  the  same  ]:)lace  in  181 3.     (See  page  231.) 

The  su])ervisors  of  Dunkirk,  including  the  city,  have  been  Cieorge  \V. 
Abel,  i860;  John  S.  i>eggs,  1861  to  1873  inclusive;  Alexander  W.  Popple, 
1874;  William  liookstaver,  1875  to  1890  inclusive  excei)ting  18S4.  when 
Daniel  Russell  was  in  office;  Julien  T.  Williams,  18S7  to  1891  inclusive; 
Williaui  J.  Cronyn,  1891  ;  vSamuel  J.  (fiiTord,  1892;  Cornelius  Stum,  1892- 
1893;  Ralph  P,.  Day,  1893;  vS.  J.  Clifford,  J.  C.  Piatt,  1894. 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine  when  the  harbor  of  Dunkirk  was  first  visited 
by  white  men.  I^ake  Ivric  was  known  by  its  name  to  the  Jesuits  as  early  as 
164T.  L'Allemant  in  his  Relation  "  of  that  year  says  :  Tliis  river  is  the 
same  by  which  our  great  lake  of  the  llurons,  or  PVesh  Sea  discharges  itself 
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in  the  first  place,  into  Lake  Erie,  (le  lac  d'Hrie,)  or  the  lake  of  the  Cat 
Nation.'"  Raij^ueneau  in  the  Relation  of  164S,  says:  ''Nearly  sonth  of  this 
same  Neutral  Nation,  there  is  a  great  lake,  about  200  leagues  in  circuit, 
named  Krie,  which  is  formed  hy  the  discharge  of  the  Fresh  Sea,  and  which 
precipitates  itself  by  a  cataract  of  frightful  height  into  a  third  lake  named 
Ontario,  which  we  call  lyake  vSt.  Louis."  This  is  the  Hrst  mention  that  we  find 
of  the  great  cataract  of  Niagara.  We  ha\'e  no  account  of  au\'  luiropeiui  that 
visited  or  saw  Cluuitaucpia  county  prior  to  La  vSalle\s  voyage.  (See  page  72). 
Hennepin  says  tluit  on  llie  Sth  of  August  1679,  for  ''About  45  leagues,  we 
saw,  almost  all  the  way,  ///i'  /av;  dis/an/  s/iorcs,  15  or  16  leagues  apart.  The 
fniest  navigation  in  the  world  is  along  the  northern  shores  of  this  lake. 
There  are  three  cajxs,  or  long  points  of  land  whicli  project  into  the  lake. 
We  douJ/led  the  tlrst  which  we  called  after  St.  iM'ancis."  (Probably  Long 
Point.)    I'aron  La  Honton  visited  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Ivrie  in  1688. 

About  60  \oars  later,  Celoron,  to  carry  out  the  scheme  first  suggested  by 
La  vSalle,  was  sent  by  the  I'rench  government,  to  assert  the  right  of  France 
to  the  country  along  the  Allegan\-  and  the  ( )hio.  (See  ]xige  73.)  In  this 
\oyagc  he  coasted  alon'g  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  lu'ie  to  Harcelona.  He 
left  the  foot  of  the  lake  July  14,  1749.  They  went  a  few  miles,  then 
encamped  for  the  night  on  its  south  shore  somewhere  in  l£rie  county,  on 
account  of  a  high  wind.  The\'  were  com})elled  to  land  on  the  15th  by  reason 
of  adverse  winds.  This  point  was  perhaps  somewhere  on  the  shore  of 
Chautau(pia  county.  It  is  described  in  the  journal  of  the  expedition  as 
''exlreuieK'  shallow,  witli  no  shelter  from  the  force  of  the  winds,  involving 
great  risk  of  shipwreck  in  landing,  which  is  increased  1)y  large  rocks  extend- 
ing more  than  three-(ju:irters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore."  CeloroiTs  canoe 
struck  one  (»f  tlKse  rocks,  and  lie  would  have  been  drowned  had  he  n<^t 
recei\ed  prompt  assistance.  (  )ii  the  i^th  the  expedition  reached  the  Chata- 
koln  portage  ( P>arcelona).  As  Celoron's  vowige  was  made  in  frail  canoes, 
and  in  tempesuious  weatlie!',  he  undoubtedly  closel)'  liugged  the  southern 
shore  of  the  lake,  and  is  (piite  likeh'  to  have  entered  Dunkirk  harbor  and 
his  ]xirt\'  may  have  been  the  first  white  men  so  to  do.  The  P'rench  were  the 
I'hiropeans  most  likel\-  to  have  explored  the  shore  of  Lake  I^rie  ])revious  to 
this  event.  The\-  did  not,  however,  seem  to  be  very  familiar  with  its  southern 
border.  DuOuesne,  governor  of  Canada,  alludes  to  it  in  his  letter  of  August 
20,  1753,  to  M.  de  Rouville,  (see  page  86.)  In  the  same  letter  he  sriys  : 
"  The  discovery  I  have  made  of  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  which  is  regarded 
as  the  finest  spot  in  nature,"  etc. 

The  next  expeditions  that  coasted  along  the  shore  of  our  county  were 
Monsieur  Barbeer's  in  April,  i  753,  and  Monsieur  Marin's  in  the  same  year,  (see 
pages  85-91).  P^or  six  years  thereafter  during  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
Dunkirk  harbor  was  undoubtedly  often  visited  by  Frenchmen  passing  to  and 
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from  Canada  to  the  Freiicli  posts  in  Pennsylvania.  In  Jnly,  1 759,  t,ooo  armed 
Frenchmen  nnder  D'Anbry,  in  50  or  60  bateaux,  coasted  aloni^  tlie  <o\ith  sliore 
of  the  lake  from  Presqne  Isle  to  assist  their  conntr\  inen  in  raisini,'^  the  sie^L^eof 
Fort  Nia<^ara.  400  of  their  red  allies,  armed  with  tomahawks  and  scalping 
knives,  accompanied  them  in  canoes.  A  stirrini^'  and  martial  scene  was  pre- 
sented by  this  motley  array,  as  it  passed  Dunkirk  harbor  with  banners  fiyin,!^ 
and  weapons  i;listenin<^  in  the  sun.  The  disastrous  result  of  tlie  stru.i;\i;le  at 
Fort  Niagara  lost  to  the  French  the  control  of  Like  ICrie,  which  they  had  liv^-ld 
for  100  years,  and  destroyed  their  commerce  on  tlie  lake.  They  took  two 
armed  vessels,  the  last  of  their  naval  force,  into  the  narrow  channel  between 
Grand  and  Ihickhorn  islands  in  Niagara  river,  burned  tliem  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  sunk  the  hulls  ;  their  remains  could  be  seen  not  h^ig  ago  in  the 
shallow  waters  of  "  Burnt  vShip  luay."  In  November,  1760,  Major  Rogers 
and  200  rangers  passed  Dunkirk  harbor  in  whale  boats,  on  their  way  to  take 
possession  of  posts  surrendered  by  the  French  in  tlie  we^t.  .V  few  days  later 
Major  Wilkins  followed,  with  his  ill-fated  command,  on  his  way  to  relieve 
Detroit.  vSir  William  Johnson,  returning  from  a  journey  to  Detroit  to  estab- 
lish a  treaty  with  the  Ottawas,  coasted  by  the  bay  of  Dunkirk,  on  a  very 
stormy  day,  Friday,  October  2,  1761.  In  August,  1764,  the  largest  ICuropean 
force  that  had  ever  visited  the  shores  of  our  county  passed  Dunkirk,  and 
probably  stopped  there.  It  consisted  of  3,000  men  under  (tcu.  I>radstreet 
on  their  way  to  Detroit  besieged  by  Pontiac  and  his  dusky  warriors.  They 
were  I>ritish  reguJars,  New  England  militia  (one  battalion  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lt.  Col.  Israel  Putnam),  brave  Mohawks  and  fierce  vSenecas.  They 
voyaged  in  oj)en  boats  rigged  with  sails.  After  the  wars  with  the  iM'ench  and 
the  Indians  had  eiuled,  a  primitive  commerce  sprung  upon  Lake  Ivrie  in  o})en 
boats,  which  were  sometimes  rigged  witlrtein[)orar\"  sails.  vSupi^lies  were  car- 
ried to  the  militar)'  posts,  goods  to  the  Indians,  and  furs  to  the  whites.  There 
were  at  least  two  or  three  Phiglish  trading  vessels  on  Lake  Ivrie  1)efore  the 
Revolution,  and  probably  one  or  two  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  Ih-itish 
government." 

During  the  Revolution  the  force  of  Pritish  and  Indians  sent  from  P'ort 
Niagara  to  Chautauqua  lake,  (see  pages  291-292,)  undou1)tedly  visited  the 
harbor  of  Dunkirk.  The  I>ritish  did  not  surrender  all  their  posts  u]H)n  the 
western  frontier  until  1796,  and  continued  to  carry  on  a  little  commerce  in 
furs  and  peltries  after  the  Revolution.  An  armed  brig,  a  few  gun  boats, 
and  one  merchant  vessel,  were  all  the  luiglish  had  on  the  lakes  at  that 
])eriod,"  says  Mr.  Fairbanks,  wdio  resided  at  Chij^pewa  in  1793.  After  the 
Ihitish  surrendered  the  border  posts,  for  many  years  there  was  little  com- 
merce on  tlie  lake.  Presides  furs  and  peltries,  there  wa,s  only  carried  as  down- 
ward frciglit  white  fish  from  the  upper  lakes  and  fruit  from  tlie  orchards  on 
Detroit  river.    Dunkirk  harbor  was  probably  well  known  to  the  navigators 
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sn])scqncMit  to  the  RevoUitioii,  and  often  found  to  be  a  haven  of  safety  for 
tlieir  frail  craft. 

The  prominent  headland.  Point  Gratiot,  was  a  conspicnons  object  to  those 
who  sailed  the  lake.  It  takes  its  name  from  General  Charles  Gratiot,  U. 
S.  army,  lie  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1 7SS,  ^radnated  at  West  Point  in 
1S06,  was  made  captain  of  en<;ineers  in  1808,  was  chief  of  en<j;ineers  mider 
General  Harrison  in  1813-1814,  took  part  in  the  defence  of  Fort  Meij^r.s,  April 
and  Ma^',  1S13,  and  in  the  attack  of  Fort  Mackinac  An<^nst  4,  1814.  He 
was  made  major  in  18 1  3,  licntenant-colonel  in  1819,  colonel,  chief  of  engi- 
neers, and  brii^adier  <;eneral  by  l.M'e\'et  in  1828,  and  was  ins])ector  at  West 
Point  from  1S28-1838.  He  died  in  1855.  The  first  use  made  of  the  harbor 
1)V  the  earl\-  scttk-rs  ma\-  have  been  as  an  embarkin*^  point  in  some  of  their 
vo\a.i;es  in  small  boats.  David  luison  in  1804  or  1805  paid  $10  for  a  barrel 
of  Hour  brou<;ht  to  Canadaway  from  across  the  lake.  Pefore  <4ristmills 
were  erected  at  Canadaway,  pc(.^ple  who  lived  alon^j;;  and  south  of  the 
Main  road  would  unite  and  send  their  little  stock  of  g-rain  in  boats  to  the 
nearest  mill  at  Hlack  Rock  to  be  <;-round.  In  stormy  weather  this  voya<;e 
would  sometimes  consume  two  weeks.  It  is  most  likely  that  these  voy  ages 
were  made  from  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway,  and  that  little  use  was  made 
of  the  harbor  until  settlement  was  made  upon  it. 

Timothv  Gouldin«4  located  one  mile  west  of  the  liarbor  in  1808.  A  por- 
tion of  Point  Gratiot  was  included  in  his  purchase.  Pie  built  his  house  near 
where  are  now  the  brick  \'ards,  and  probabl)'  within  the  cit\'  limits,  and  was 
the  first  actual  settler  of  the  cit>'.  After  this  he  returned  to  ^ladison,  and 
came  back  in  1809  with  his  brother  Luther  Gouldinj^,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Solomon  Cluulwick.  Tinu>th\'  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Goulding,  who  was 
born  in  vSlK'r1)urue,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Pomfrct  about  1818  a^^ed  80.  Timothy 
died  in  i'^73.  The  first  settler  at  the  harbor  was  Solomon  Chadwick  in  1809. 
He  wa>  ]H)in  at  Warren,  Mass.,  ()ct<jber  16,  1776,  emii;rated  to  Madison 
count)-,  wliere  he  married  Persis  Gouldin<;\  and  mowd  his  famiK'  to  this 
couut\'  w  ith  a  sled  and  )'(jke  of  oxen.  Py  a  contract,  dated  PV-biuary  21, 
i8ie),  he  boui^ht  .73  acres.  This  land  incliules  the  east  ])art  of  lot  24,  and 
was  about  70  rtxis  wide  and  i6u  rods  long-,  extending  from  the  l)a\-  to  the 
south  line  of  the  lot.  It  all  lies  within  the  second  ward.  He  agreed  to  pay 
<iC>}.23  for  the  land,  or  about  ,^2.25  [>er  acre.  was  to  l)e  paid  down  ; 

and  the  interest  I'eb,  21,  181  i  ;  the  interest  annuall)',  and  the  remainder  of 
the  principal  in  eight  equal  annual  payments;  the  first  PV-b.  21,  1813.  He 
built  his  log-house — -the  first  erected  at  the  harbor,  on  the  shore  near  the 
loot  of  I)o\e  street,  a  little  east  of  the  water- works.  He  lived  here  a  few 
\  ears,  sold  his  interest,  and  moved  to  vSheridan,  and  afterwards  to  Perr\  sburg, 
where  he  died  aged  87  years.  He  was  a  man  slightly  above  medium  height, 
spare  in  build,  kind  and  cordial  in  Ins  manner.  Luther  Goulding  from  ^Pid- 
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isoii  county  articled  land  in  June  1S09,  and  settled  west  of  Cliadwick,  and 
east  of  his  brother  Tiniuthy.  He  cleared  the  land  and  built  his  lo_L;-house  on 
or  near  the  Ixiy,  in  1S09,  at  the  bend  of  the  shore  where  it  turns  towards  the 
li^ht-house.  He  built  the  hrst  frame  buildin*^  in  Dunkirk,  d  barn,  near 
Point  Gratoit.  It  is  represented  in  a  pain'tin^  of  Dunkirk  made  by  Prof. 
DWlmane  in  1S35,  and  was  standin*;  as  late  as  iS^6.  Luther  C louldin;,:^  was 
born  at  Holliston,  Mass.,  in  I7<S5.  Scptem])er  6,  iSi'>,  he  married  Polly 
HarriniL^ton.  She  was  born  at  Petersham,  Mass.  Mrs,  John  \\)sl)uri;h  and 
]\Irs.  C.  S.  vStel>bins  of  (rowanda  are  their  dau^^liters. 

Althou<4h  the  Gouldin<;^-Chadwick  family  was  the  first  to  locate  on  the 
site  of  tlie  city,  the  P>ri«;hams  were  louiL^cr  and  more  nearh-  idLUtified  with 
the  fortunes  of  the  ])lace.  John  Ih'i^^ham,  was  son  of  Jouathan  Prin^ham,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  emijL^rated  from  Oneida  county  in  18 10,  settled 
in  vSheridan  and  in  1813  removed  to  Mayville,  where  he  died  in  1S48.  John 
Brigham  came  from  Madison  county  and  settled  upon  lot  23,  (within  the 
cit\)  in  iSoS,  where  he  lived  until  August,  1828,  in  whicli  month  he  and 
his  wife  died.  I>ri*;ham  road,  which  he  laid  out,  and  u])on  which  he  lived, 
takes  its  name  from  him.  This  was  the  second  road  opened  from  Fredonia 
to  the  lake.  The  first  was  the  one  to  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway.  The 
third  is  now  Central  avenue.  John  Brigham,  Jr.,  came  here  in  1810  with 
his  wife  and  child.  His  brother  James  married  Fanny  Risley,  a  sister  of 
Gen.  Elijah  Risley,  in  181 1.  Samuel  P>righam,  a  younger  brother  of  John, 
Sr.,  in  1 8 10  took  up  land  on  lot  19,  and  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Dunkirk 
harbor.  He  did  not  move  here  as  he  died  in  181 1.  Joel  Brigham,  his  son, 
the  only  one  of  his  family  who  came  here,  settled  soon  after  on  the  lot  taken 
up  by  his  father.  His  house  was  built  upon  the  bank  of  the  lake  in  the 
Polish  ])ortion  of  the  city.  A  few  years  after  as  he  was  returning  on  foot 
from  Buffalo,  when  in  the  "  four-mile  woods,''  about  a  mile  beyond  Cattarau- 
gus creek,  he  was  shot  through  the  body  by  a  young  Indian.  He  reached 
Mack's  tavern,  where  he  was  unconscious  for  several  da\  s.  He  was  ill  for 
two  or  three  months,  attended  by  surgeous  from  Buffalo.  Among  the  Indians 
brought  before  him  by  Captain  Mack,  he  identified  Longhnger  as  the  one 
who  shot"  him.  He  was  tried  and  imprisoned.  Brigham  lived  many  years, 
and  died  in  Ohio.  A  little  later  than  1810,  Anion  Gaylord  located  and  built 
upon  land  lying  east  of  Central  avenue  on  Lake  street.  He  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  August  28,  1766,  and  died  in  Illinois  in  1855.  Ahiram  Gay- 
lord,  his  son,  came  at  the  same  time,  and  located  and  built  near  his  father. 
He  was  born  Nov.  11,  1787,  and  died  in  Illinois  June  17,  1846.  Daniel  Pier 
took  up  land  west  of  Central  avenue,  came  here  in  January,  1814,  and  built 
at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Lake  street.s.  He  was  born  in  Cooperstown, 
.March  17,  1783,  and  died  April  2,  1837.  He  married  Candace,  daughter 
.of    Anion    Gaylord.     They    had   seven   children,   among   whom  were 
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Amelia  S.  Pier,  Mrs.  Louisa  \V.  Saxton,  and  Mrs.  Aveline  H.  Morey. 

The  first  settlers  of  Dunkirk  were  g-enerally  influenced  in  selecting  loca- 
tions only  ])y  the  desire  to  obtain  good  farming  lands,  without  expectation 
of  deriving  especial  advantage  from  a  situation  near  a  lake  harbor.  Solomon 
Cliadwick,  however,  is  said  to  have  been  led  to  locate  on  the  bay  by  the  prom- 
ise that  it  gave  of  becoming  a  lake  port  of  importance.  Rut  during  the  six 
or  seven  years  that  he  fished  in  the  bay,  dreamed  of  the  coming  commerce, 
and  labored  perhaps  a  little  to  extend  the  area  of  his  rather  neglected  clear- 
ing, there  was  little  to  encourage  his  expectations.  A  gloomy  forest  lay 
between  his  habitation  and  the  Canadaway  settlements,  unlike  the  open 
woods  that  grew  upon  dr\'  and  gravelly  grounds.  The  site  of  the  city  was 
covered  by  a  heavy  forest  of  l)lack  ash  and  hemlock.  Upon  the  drier  grounds 
grew  wliitewoods  and  sycamores  of  the  largest  size.  A  whitewood  root  is 
mentioned  as  extending  in  an  irregular  course  more  than  90  feet  before  it 
disappeared  in  the  ground.  Although  the  generally  even  ground  upon  which 
the  city  is  built  inclined  towards  the  lake  with  sufiicient  descent  as  to  readily 
drain  it,  the  roots  of  the  trees  and  decayed  and  fallen  timber  so  dammed  the 
surface  waters  as  to  produce  a  bogg)-  growth,  and  give  it  the  a])j)earance  of 
being  swampy  ground.  The  forbidding  appearance  of  this  section  turned 
settlement  in  other  directions.  Deer,  woh-es  and  other  wild  animals  con- 
tinued to  inliabit  this  region  as  late  as  they  did  the  more  inland  portions  of 
tlie  county.  Tlie  dismal  woods  came  down  to  the  very  shore  of  the  lake. 
From  his  cabin,  Cliadwick,  at  hrst,  for  daws  would  look  out  over  the  lone- 
some bay,  and  see  only  a  blue  waste  of  waves  with  not  a  sail  in  sight.  At 
long  intervals  some  small  craft  driven  by  stress  of  weather,  or  perhajjs  laden 
with  supplies  for  the  SL-ttlers  in  the  backwoods,  would  find  its  wa\'  into  the 
bay,  and  Cliadwick  became  well  known.  His  hospita])le  and  cordial  wa\'S 
made  him  well  liked,  and  so,  b\'  common  consent,  tlie  ])lace  was  called  Cliad- 
wick \s  ba\-„ 

The  first  \'essel  that  came  into  the  harbor  after  the  settlement  it  is  said 
was  brought  there  by  vSamuel  Perry  in  iSio.  The  few  commodities  that 
were  infrc(iuently  landed  at  the  harbor,  and  other  loads  transported  through 
the  woods,  were  carried  upon  sleds  of  very  simple  construction.  The  |)rin- 
cipal  branches  of  a  small  tree  were  cut  a  few  feet  abo\'e  the  forks  or  crotch. 
The  tree  itself  was  cut  off  a  little  distance  below.  There  a  hole  was  cut 
through  which  a  chain  was  passed,  by  which  the  oxen  drew  the  load.  This 
sim])le  sledge  was  the  best  conveyance  known  for  the  carriage  of  heavy  arti- 
cles through  the  wo(xls.  It  would  adapt  itself  to  the  inecpialities 
of  tiie  ground,  and  was  fitted  by  its  narrow  prow  to  avoid  obsta- 
cles. It  would  slip  and  slide  between  the  trees  and  over  the  roots  with  little 
friction  and  without  upsetting.  It  was  called  by  the  settlers  a  go-devil.'' 
The  writer,  when  a  boy  assisting  in  the  survey  of  the  New  York  »Si  Krierail- 
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road,  was  inforined  by  Mr.  Cliadwick  that  lie  transported  from  Dunkirk  the 
first  merchandise  conveyed  south  of  the  Rid,<;e  in  tlic  east  part  of  the  county 
in  this  way  ;  that  the  load  was  a  barrel  of  whiskey,  strapped  upon  one  of 
these  vehicles,  and  drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen.  It  may  have  been  a  part  of 
the  carj^o  of  Samuel  Perry's  vessel.  The  shipment  of  a  barrel  of  whiskey 
mounted  n])on  a  *'  ,i;o-devil  ''  seems  to  have  been  the  slartlin*;  commence- 
ment of  commercial  activity  at  Ciiadwick's  \k\y. 

A  few  years  later  and  the  commerce  of  the  Ikiy  had  increased  a  little. 
Haven  Hri<;ham,  the  second  son  of  Jonathan,  settled  in  vSheridan  in  i(Sio. 
He  and  his  youn;L;er  brother  Winsor  built  a  sawmill  and  had  it  in  o[)eration 
in  t8ii.  Winsor  soon  sold  his  interest  to  Haven  and  commenced  the  erect- 
ion of  the  county  buildings  at  Mayville.  Haven,  about  1S15,  built  a  schooner 
of  40  tons  burthen,  which  he  named  the  Kini^d)ird."  She  was  commanded 
by  Capt.  Zephaniah  Perkins,  who  ran  her  between  Dunkirk  and  P>uffalo 
freij^hted  with  lumber  from  Haven's  mill.  She  brouii^ht  back  merchandise 
for  the  peoj^le  of  Dunkirk  and  P'redonia.  Captain  Perkins  was  a  man  of 
coura,<;e,  trustworthy  and  very  popular.  It  is  related  that  once  when  he  was 
a  mate,  a  difference  arose  between  him  and  the  captain  as  to  the  mana<;ement 
of  the  boat  in  a  gale.  The  captain  ran  her  into  Cattaraugus  creek.  Perkins 
thought  such  a  course  extremely  dangerous,  forced  the  captain  into  the  hold, 
put  the  vessel  to  sea,  and  rode  out  the  gale  in  safet)'. 

In  1 8 16  a  stock  of  goods  was  landed  at  Chadwick\s  liay  for  Ral})h  and 
Joseph  Plumi),  merchants  of  Fredonia.  It  is  said  these  goods  were  the  first 
brought  into  the  harbor.  A  temporary  wharf  was  made  by  placing  wooden 
horses  in  the  water,  upon  which  planks  were  laid,  until  the  vessel  was 
reached  from  the  shore.  At  this  time  Dunkirk  did  not  have  population 
sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  be  called  a  village.  lUit  six  or  seven  families  were 
residing  between  Point  Gratiot  and  the  lower  point.  The  few  houses  were 
.so  scattering  that  it  was  scarcely  a  hamlet.  It  was  still  known  as  Chadwick's 
Bay.  vSampson  Alton  then  hunted  deer  within  the  city  limits,  where  they 
found  a  safe  retreat  in  the  tangled  thickets  of  Crooked  l)i()ok.  Central 
avenue  was  merely  a  path  marked  by  blazed  trees,  with  the  un(lerl)rush  cut 
out.  The  road  cut  by  vSeth  Cole  many  years  before,  from  Portland  tlirough 
Dunkirk  to  Silver  Creek,  was  then  imjiassable  for  teams.  Walter  Prigham, 
son  of  Stephen  and  grandson  of  Jonathan,  came  to  vShcridan  in  1S16.  He 
told  Henry  Severance  that  he  started  from  vSiieriflan  with  his  mother  and 
grandmother  one  morning  on  foot  to  visit  the  Prighams  on  the  lirigham  road 
almost  half  way  to  P'redonia,  and  that  they  came  by  the  road  cut  by  Mr. 
Cole.  It  took  them  all  day.  They  had  to  let  themselves  down  into  the 
gulf  east  of  Mr.  Smith's  by  hanging  on  to  or.e  bush  until  tliey  could  get  a 
good  clinch  at  another,  and  climb  up  the  opposite  bank  by  lifting  and  haul- 
ing each  other.    The  gulf  near  George  Rider's  had  to  be  passed  in  the  same 
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way.  After  they  <,'-ot  tliis  side  of  tlie  Iiigli  bluffs  they  went  on  the  beach  and 
finished  their  journey  of  the  day  of  between  five  and  six  miles,  tired,  worn 
and  hnnij^ry.'^ 

Tlic  site  of  Dmikirk  and  the  country  around  it  was  apparently  a  dead 
level.    Trees  of  remarkable  size  covered  its  monotonous  surface.    Its  gloomy 
and  for])i(ldinj4-  appearance  no  doubt  prevented  its  early  settlement.  About 
1817,  a  new  era  commenced.    Expectations  were  awakened,  which,  althon^^h 
doomed  at  times  to  disappointment,  have  survived  to  tlie  present  day.  The 
history  of  J)unkirk  lias  been  unlike  that  of  any  other  locality  in  the  county. 
Brig-lit  periods  (jf  hope  have  been  successively  followed  by  lou<^  periods  of 
depression,  durin,!:^  wliicli  the  true  Dunkirker  has  never  lost  faith  in  tlic 
future,  1>ut  lias  steadfasth-  adhered  to  tlie  capricious  fortmies  of  1:Is  town. 
Tlie  time  had  now  arri\-ed  when  Dunkirk  was  to  emerge  from  t  l:o  discouraj^e- 
meiit  of  its  early  settlement.      In  181  7  Dewitt  Clinton  was  first  elected  i;ov- 
ernor.     The  bill  for  the  coustruetioii  of  the  Erie  canal  IjL'came  a  law  April 
15,  1S17.    (luveinor  Clinton  turned  his  attention  favora!)!)'  to  Cliadwick's 
I'.ay  and  madt-  in\estments  in  its  real  estate.     At  that  time  the  termination 
of  t!ie  '\^rand  c^^nal,''  as  it  was  ccdled,  had  not  been  decided  upon.  There 
was  a  remarkable  scarcit\'  of  ti^ood  harbors  upon  Lake  Erie.     With  the  excep- 
tion of  IViack  Rock,   Put-in-l)a\',  and  Detroit  river,  Chadwick's  Ba\'  was 
ref^arded  as  the  best  harbor  on  the  lake  ;  better  than  ]\Iamiiee,  vSandusky, 
Cayaho<;a  river  or  Erie.     It  is  thus  described  by  William  Darley  in  ''A  Tour 
from  Xew  York  to  Detroit,''  a  book  published  in  1818  :       A  semi-circular 
ba\'  lies  in  front  of  the  villa<^e,  formed  b\-  two  capes,  distance  from  each  other 
about  a  mile  and  a  half,  with  a  bar  extt  iidiiiiL;  from  cape  to  caj)e,  over  which 
there  is  seven  feet  of  water.     Wssels  ca])able  of  ])assin<;-  the  bar  find  «40od 
shelter  from  cast,  southeast,  south  or  southwest  winds,  and  the  bar  breakini; 
the  wa\-es,  tlie  harbor  affords  a  refn,L;e  also  from  winds  blowin*^  from  the 
lake.    The  bcUtom  of  the  bay  affi)rds  j^ood  anchorage  within  200  yards  of 
the  shore.'' 

i'\)r  the  sliippini^  of  those  da\'s  it  was  a  harbor  more  easih'  entered  than 
Black  Rock,  then  strenuously  striving  to  be  the  terminal  point  of  the  canal. 
No  harbor  existed  at  Buffalo — only  the  mouth  of  a  shallow  creek  which 
emptied  into  the  lake  at  o])jeetionable  rapids  and  which  was  so  obstructed  by  a 
sand  bar  tliat  small  vessels  could  rarely  enter.  I^^'en  canoes  could  not  pass, 
and  sometimes  footmen  could  walk  dr)-  shod  across.  Chad  wick's  Bay  was 
the  best  Lake  Erie  hai])or  within  the  state,  and  was  a  dangerous  rival  of  B»uf- 
falo  and  Bdaek  Rock.  Governor  Clinton  believed  that  contingencies  might 
occur  that  would  cause  it  to  be  chosen  a  western  terminus  of  the  canal.  The 
air  was  then  tilled  witli  schemes  for  public  im])ro\-ement,  e\'en  the  im[)raetic- 
able  proje  ct  of  a  canal  from  CliantaiKpia  Lake  to  Lake  bj'ie  was  then  dis- 
cussed.    It  is  possible  that  Governor  Clinton  thought  that,   indei)endent  of 
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the  Grand  Canal,  tlie  <;oo(I  harbor,  and  the  sitnation  of  Chadwick's  Bay,  o;ave 
it  snperior  advanta;^cs.  No  su.i^gcstion  tliat  it  was  thoni^ht  of  as  a  Icrniinns 
to  tlie  canal  was  made  by  William  Darlcy,  a  compelent  observer,  well 
informed  Tipon  the  canal,  who  visited  Dunkirk  in  iSi8.  He  merely  made 
the  sensible  remark  "  that  with  [^ood  roads,  and  a  thriving;  interior,  Dunkirk 
must  advance  in  a  ratio  with  the  nei<^hborin,!L(  count)'.  BeiuL;;  the  onlv  port 
no  rival  can  be  raised  to  check  its  }>ro,i^re.ss  nearer  than  .|s  miles.  vSliould 
the  current  of  connnerce  turn  towards  thecit)'  of  Xew  York,  then  would  Dun- 
kirk become  the  ship])ing  yyort  to  a  semicircle  of  at  least  30  miles  radius." 

There  is  little  doubt  that  Daniel  ( r.  Garnsey,  who  had  visited  the  county 
in  181 1,  first  called  the  attention  of  Governor  Clinton  and  his  friends  to  Chad- 
wick's  Bay.  In  1816  or  181 7  he  purchased  for  IClisha  Jenkins,  of  AUxniy, 
as  trustee  for  a  coni|\any  composed  of  Isaiah  riud  John  Townsend,  DeWitt 
Clinton  and  Mr.  Thorn  i,(K)S  acres,  includiui^  the  farms  of  vSolomon  Chad- 
wick,  Timothy  and  Luther  (ronldinj^;-,  D.iniel  Tier  an<l  others.  Assi^iiments 
were  taken  of  their  contracts,  and  deeds  obtained  of  the  Iloluiud  Lauil  Com- 
])any.  Chad  wick  receix'ed  S2,oO()  for  his  laiin,  for  which  he  had  p<\id  less 
than  <20o.  Daniel  Pier,  who  was  a  hatter,  wlien  he  came  two  years  before 
brou^t^ht  a  box  of  wet  and  damaiL^ed  hats,  which  he  repaired  and  sold  for  $70, 
and  this  was  all  that  he  had  paid  on  the  land  he  now  sold  Un  $2,400. 
Such  advances  in  real  estate  was  then  without  precedent  in  the  county,. and 
have  scarcely  been  paralleled  since.  \'icissitudes  of  fortune  have  from  its 
earliest  \  ears  been  characteristics  of  Dunkirk. 

Mr.  Garnsey  who  was  proba])ly  a  stockholder,  became  the  a<;ent  of  these 
proprietors  and  was  active  to  promote  their  interests.  For  several  years  he 
was  the  leading;  citizen  of  Dunkirk.  ,  He  was  born  in  Canaan,  X.  Y.,  June 
16,  1779.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  supreme  court,  married  Lucy 
Hudson,  practised  law  in  Rensselaer  and  vSarato_L,^a  counties.  He  was  at  Ma>'- 
vilie  when  the  hrst  county  court  was  held  in  June  181 1,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  court  of  connn(~)n  pleas.  He  removed  to  Ffedonia  in  181 6,  and  in  181  7 
to  Dunkirk.  He  was  ambitious  for  political  j^referment,  obtained  the  office 
of  surrojL^ate,  was  appointed  district  attorney,  bein^  tlie  first  one  who  was  a 
resident  of  the  county,  and  was  an  active  and  eflicient  officer.  He  was  also 
a  connnissioner  to  discharge  certain  duties  of  jud^^^e  of  the  supreme  court  at 
"•chambers,''  and  he  was  the  fu'st  member  of  Con.<;;ress  from  Chautaiujua 
county.  He  served  two  terms  and  was  attentive  to  the  wants  of  his 
constituents,  particularly  in  re,*;ard  to  harbors,  lii^dithouses  and  pensions. 
He  subsecpiently  removed  to  Michi;4an.  On  his  way  to  attend  the  <;iand 
celebration  of  the  completion  of  the  Ivrie  railroad,  in  Dunkirk,  in  1851, 
he  stopped  at  Gowanda,  was  taken  violently  sick  and  died  May  ii,  i'S5i. 
He  was  a  federalist  until  he  came  to  Chautauqua,  then  became  a  Republican, 
and  was  a  friend  of  Gov.  Tompkins,  then  of.Gov.  Clinton.    He  was  a  sui> 
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porter  of  John  Ouiiicv  Adarins,  Henry  Clay  and  Gen.  Harrison.    Mr.  Gar  n- 

sey  is  described  as  ]iavin<^  sandy  l;iair  and  beard,  light  complexion,  dark  eyes 
and  a  pleasant  countenance.  He  was  communicative  but  dignified  in  his 
*■  address,  \vas  six  feet  high,  tall  and  slim,  very  straight  and  erect  in  his  walk 
and  had  a  military  bearing.  At  one  time  he  was  brigade  inspector  of  the 
militia,  and  few  ofTicers  made  more  display  or  showed  to  better  advantage. 
His  Dunkirk  residence  was  upon  the  east  side  of  Eagle  street  near  r^ront. 

About  the  beginning  of  1817  the  harbor  was  called  for  a  short  tinie 
"  (larnse)' s  IkiN' as  aj)pears  from  the  Ihiffalo  Ga/.ette  of  July  22,  1817. 

New  name.  The  place  near  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway  creek  and  Lake 
ICrie,  wliich  was  formerl\-  known  as  Chad  wick's  Uay,  has  lately  been  called 
Garnse>  's  IJay,  and  a  village  has  been  recently  i)lanned  at  the  head  of  said 
ba)'  which  is  called  Dunkirk.''  The  name  Dunkirk  was  given  ])y  IClislia 
Jenkins,  trustee  (»f  the  co!n])any,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  village. 
He  was  a  citi/en  of  A]1)any,  had  been  a  shipping  merchant  of  Hudson  and 
New  York  city,  and  was  for  a  time  engaged  for  the  firm  at  Dunkirk,  France. 
The  bay  at  that  place  resembled  Chad  wick's  Bay,  hence  the  name  Dunkirk. 
Jenkins  was  for  man\'  years  a  man  of  good  reputation  and  a  prominent  offi- 
cial and  politician.  In  i.Soi  he  was  appointed  com])troller  by  the  council  of 
appointment,  of  which  DeWitt  Clinton  and  Ambrose  Spencer  were  leading 
members,  h.eld  tlvit  important  ofi^ice  initil  1806,  and  subsequently  held  the 
office  of  secretary  of  state  three  times,  the  last  expiring  February  23,  1813. 
He  was  a  defeated  Clintonian  candidate  for  state  senator  in  181S. 


CHAPTER  LI. 

\'ILLAGK  HISTORY. 

AS  SOON  as.  the  conipany  completed  its  purchase,  40  or  50  acres  of  the 
village  site  were  surveyed  into  lots  and  improvements  began.  Samp- 
son Alton,  in  181 7,  erected  a  tv/o-story  brick  house  on  the  south  side 
ot  Front  street  near  Ihiffalo  street.  It  was  the  first  brick  house  built  in  Chau- 
tauqua county.  Mr.  Alton  made  the  brick  on  Front  street  east  of  Hook's 
bakery,  and  gathered  the  limestone  of  which  the  mortar  was  made  along  the 
American  and  Canadian  shores,  transported  it  to  Dunkirk  in  his  lo-ton  sail- 
boat, burned  in  his  lime  kiln  and  laid  the  brick  himself  This  house  was 
long  regartled  as  tlie  fir>t  mansion  of  the  place.  It  was  distinguished  for  the 
great  hospitality  of  its  inmates.  livery  one  felt  free  to  come,  e\'er\'  one 
received  a  hearty  welcome.     It  wa.s  torn  down  in  1891  to  the  regret  of  every 
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one  wlio  reinembercd  the  Alton  family.  Mr.  Alton's  father,  an  luiglishnian, 
who  settled  in  Massachusetts,  removed  to  Cooperstown,  X.  V.,  married  P'anny 
Gates  in  181 1.  Their  children  were  Luther  Gates;  Xancy,  (Mrs.  Strobeck)  ; 
Harriet,  (Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Hall)  ;  George  D.  ;  Matilda,  (the  fust  child  born  in 
the  brick  house  and  first  wife  of  Krastus  D.  Palmer,  the  celebrated  sculptor) ; 
Olivia,  (Mrs.  ^laurice  Fox) ;  Joseph  F.  ;  Marion  ;  Fanny  C,  (Mrs.  George  M. 
Abell) ;  Walton;  William.  George  I).  Alton,  born  Se])tembcr  i,s»  1S17,  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  Dunkirk.  A  deed  of  land  was  to  be  j^iven  to 
the  first  male  child  born  in  the  place.  Mr.  Gariisey,  at  the  time  of  the  birth 
of  (reori;e  D.  Alton,  li\'ed  in  I'redonia,  and  had  a  son  born  there  about  the 
same  time.  Three  months  later  he  moved  to  Dunkirk  with  his  family. 
He  applied  for  and  o1)tained  a  deed  of  said  lot  for  his  son-,  while  his  less  enter- 
prisingly nei.L;hbor  was  contem])latiu<^  doin^y  so.  The  lot  was  situated  on  the 
bank  of  the  lake,  and  lon^i;-  before  either  of  the  lads  had  reached  man's  estate. 
Lake  ICrie  had  ])ut  in  a  prior  claim  and  taken  the  lot  to  itself.  In  this  case, 
at  least,  it  was  shown  that  ill  ,i;otten  ;;ain  did  not  benefit  the  possessor."  Mr. 
and  I\ Irs.  Alton  died  durin!:^  the  same  week  in  August  1848. 

Adam  iMuk  settled  in  Dunkirk  in  181 8  and  was  a  well  known  early 
resident.  His  marriage  in  18 19  was  the  first  in  the  j)lace.  With  his  own 
hands  he  cleared  lands  now  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  made  the  first  cast 
steel  edged  tool  in  the  county.  He  and  Edward  Ke\es,  who  came  a  little 
later,  were  adepts  at  axe  making. 

Mr.  Garnsey,  sup})orted  by  the  Albany  com])any,  The  Dunkirk  Asso- 
ciation," then  the  jirincipal  i)ro]'>rietors,  was  diligent  in  building  up  Dunkirk 
and  inviting  commerce.  A  road  was  made  to  Fredonia,  a  wharf  and  ware- 
liouse  were  built  at  the  foot  of  Center  street,  a  hotel  on  Front  and  Center 
streets,  and  other  buildings  at  an  expense  of  $20,000.  Horace  A.  Foote  of 
Xew  York  owns  the  only  number  of  the  CJiautaiKjua  Gazette  in  existence. 
It  is  dated  i\Iay  19,  1818,  contains  this  ''Marine  Xews  "  underneath  the 
woodcut  of  a  ship. 

(fariisty  Hay,  Dunkirk,  May  17,  iSiS.  Cleared:  Sl»)op  Iti<U|KMi(k'mx'  lor  Samlusky  passen- 
gers, ]uni])er  and  ])rtat(K's,  Arrived  :  Seliooner  l-'irelly  rrf)ni  Detroit  willi  ])assengers.  Schooner 
Blacksnake  from  Kric  \\\\.\\  passengers  anil  fish,  Scliooner  lUiffalo  Taeket  with  i>assengcrs  and 
furniture.  vSeliooncr  ICIi/.a  of  Sandusky  \vith  ])assengers.  Sloo]>  Livona  from  l^ulTalo  witli  jias- 
scngers.  Cleared  :  iMreHy  for  I'uffalo,  Hiacksnake  for  lUilTaio,  l>ulTalo  Packet  for  iUitfalo, 
Tresidont  Monioe  f(»r  l»»ilValo,  IJvona  for  the  river  Kaisin  with  pas-(  n,i,v  rs. 

Later  in  the  same  year  the  first  steai.nboat,  the  Walk-in-theAVate-r  also 

regularly  entered  the  harbor.    William  Darley  writes  tliat  he  left  Ihifialo  for 

the  west  August  2,  181 8,  and     At  present  the  village,  (Dunkirk)  et)nsi,sts  of 

about  20  liouses  newly  built.    The  proprietors  are  em])loyed  in  forming  a 

road  to  join  both  above  and  below  the  village  with  that  of  the  lake  margin." 

The  Chautauqua  Gazette  o{  ^lay  19,  1818,  contains  an  advertisement,  dated 

Feb.  17,  1818,  in  which,  under    Xew  store,"  X.  M.  Caprons  advertises  that 
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he  lias  "  t^roceiies,  dry-t;;-oods,  hardware  and  crockery,  also  cotton  and  woolen 
ji^oods,  cotton  yarn  and  tliread,  <.da,ss,  mill  irons,  nails,  iron  and  steel,  broad 
and  narrow  axes,  Ion*;  draft  and  trace  chains,  and  tliat  snch  ^-oods  will  be 
exchanj^ed  for  Innibcr  and  i;rain  or  sold  ver\'  low  for  cash,"  and  that  he  will 
pay  cash  for  i,(^o<:>  pounds  of  deer  hair. 

P>y  tlic  ChdittiiiKiita  (iazcllr  of  AuiL^nst  lo,  1S19,  it  appears  that  the 
l^lace  liad  full)'  assumed  the  name  Dunkirk,  and  that  practical  and  substan- 
tial steps  had  been  taken  for  tin-  first  time  to  j^repare  the  har1)or  for  the  entry 
of  vessels.     The  aitiele  was  headed  "Dunkirk." 

To  oaptiiiis  aiitl  pilo!',  of  vc'sM.'ls,  ailiui^' oil  I/iko  ICric.  The  Dunkirk  Association  at  very 
consi(l(.  ra))lo  l'\|K•n^c  have  ])re|)arc<l  and  ])hKH-<l  huoys  in  tlic  west  rliantu-l  lea<lin,i^  from  the  lake 
into  the  hay  tol'uukirk.  'l"he  outer  huoy  is  |»lai-e<!  in  line  of  the  hi  adhuuls  or  ]n>ints  ea(  h  side 
(  f  the  hay  yi  t  a  e4 insiilrrahlc  di-Jaiu  e  without  tlu'  har.  N'es-.els  ^.ailinJ.;  down  the  lak(,'  may  sail 
near  oi-  ,L;i\i'  the  wv  si  point  a  <^i»,i\  heith,  yet.  approaeli  the  outer  huoy  with  ease.  In  fai't,  the 
outer  huoy  may  he  made  tVom  any  ])oint  on  the  lake  side,  w  ith  from  15  to  iS  feet  of  water.  The 
huoys  are  w  hite,  \  in  nuinher,  ami  ])laeeil  in  the  center  of  the  channel.  They  are  not  all  a  direct 
line.  It  is  ex] •«.  ct«.d,  how  ever,  that  all  ]>;!ot>  and  masters  of  vessels  desirous  of  keejii n^  the  chau- 
1  el  and  hriiis^inj^  into  the  ha\-  tlu'  he>t  water  will  keep  a  direct  course  iVtim  one  huo\-  lo  t!ie 
(iher  runniuL;  Iheiu  down.  The  inner  huov  next  to  Dunkirk,  is  ])laced  in  u>  feet  of  A\ater,  an<l 
the  others  from  12  to  i,S  feet,.aud  vt-sseK  drawim;  not  exceediuj^  9  feel  of  water  wav  ])ass  in  and 
cut  with  safety.  After  pa>>in<;-  the  last  huoy,  as  vessels  sail  in,  they  niay  hear  d.ow  11  for  the 
v.harf,  or  ride  at  aiu-hor  at  ea>e  w  ithin  the  hay.  The  eastern  chamiel  it  is  •  under;lood,  will 
shortly  he  hu.oyed  out.     May  26,  !Si9. 

It  was  signed  by  D.  (k  (k'lrnsey,  I^llis  Doty,  William  A.  J^ynde,  John 
I)ond,  .X/.ariali  hhiller,  I  benjamin  Da\',  Thomas  Warren,  James  Day,  ca})t. 
.*--loop  Cien.  I Itmtin^ton,  Joseph  vS.  Ikirnard,  capt.  schooner  Huron,  Dan.  (k 
Ik'own,  ])iK)t  of  the  Ck  nuntin;..;t(jn,  Horatio  Wilcox,  ]jilot  of  schooner  Zepln  r 
and  Moses  R.  hkiton,  late  master  of  the  schooner  Lord  Wellin<;ton. 

Ihider  tlie  headin*;-  of  Dunkirk  vStore,"  He!L(,u^s  6c  I^ynde  advertise  in  the 
same  ]>aper  tliat  tlie)-  "  have  for  sale  dry!L;()ods,  croeker\-,  hardware,  j^lassware, 
j^roeeiies,  Dutch  Ixjltiui;'  cloths,  potash,  kettles,  iron,  steel,  an\-ils,  vices, 
cranks,  screws,  sawmill  saws,  and  nails,"  and  storai^e  and  forwardin<^-  con- 
tinued as  Usual.''  Joiin  Ik-i^t^s  came  from  vScotland  and  settled  in  Dimkirk 
in  iSif),  and  was  prominentl\-  connected  with  its  early  history.  He  built 
the  Central  avenue  dock  and  tlie  Jhifkilo  street  dock.  He  died  in  i«'^37. 
His  brother  Charles  came  later,  and  was  a  dru<^^ist  and  deputy  postmaster. 

The  road  from  liulTalo  for  man\'  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  Dun- 
kirk was  unfitted  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise.  There  were  no 
bridi^^es  over  r>uff:iIo,  ]vi.t;h teen-mile  and  Cattarauj^-us  creeks  or  the  smaller 
streams,  and  in  the  s|)rin!^  and  fall,  its  condition  was  the  dread  of  travelers. 
h\om  Cattaraut^us  westward  it  was a  continuous  mudhole."  The  terrors  of 
the  "  Four-mile  woods,''  which  extended  east  from  Cattaraug-us  creek  have 
been  often  descril)ed.  ( )n  account  of  its  perils  and  loneliness  it  was  called  the 
Great  vSahara  of  the  Holland  Purchase."  Xotwithstanclin^i^  bad  roads 
fa\-ored  transportation  of  merchandise  by  the  lake,  and  in  despite  of  the 
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efforts  of  tlic  Dunkirk  association,  tlie  ontlyini;'  country  was  yd  loo  thinly 
populated  to  invite  commerce  sufficient  to  build  u])  the  place.  An  artificial 
liarbor  had  been  com])lete(l  at  l>ufTalo  in  1S21.  The  termination  of  the  Ivrie 
canal,  if  that  had  an)-lhin<^  to  do  with  the  fortunes  of  Dunkiik,  had  been 
decided  in  favor  of  Huffido  in  1S23.  Conscquenlh-  Dunkirk  did  not  pros])er 
as  was  expecti^'d,  aufl  iuimedialely  previous  to  iS?:;  its  poj)ulation  probably 
diminished,  as  it  had  then  only  about  50  inlial)ita)its.  'iMie  dullness  existini^- 
previous  to  iSiS  had  returne<|.  After  a  brief  fit  of  ])ros])Lrity  Dunkirk 
seeuud  about  to  enter  upon  a  prriod  of  depression.  .\t  th'is  time,  fortun- 
ately for  its  future,  its  jjossibilities  attracted  the  attention  of  Walter  Smith, 
a  }'oun<L;;  mercliant  of  I'redonia,  remarkable  for  eneri^A'  and  l)\r^iiiess  capacit)'. 
Besides  the  superior  advanta,i;es  of  Dunkirk  as  a  lake  port,  with  its  fine  har- 
bor o[X'n  to  na\'i;^ation  two  wt-eks  earlier  than  Ihilfalo,  t]uM\'  still  Hn<^ered  a 
l;elief  that  it  mi_!^lit  l)e  necessary  to  extend  the  bj  ie  canal  to  this  r>oint  to  ordn 
the  benefits  of  its  harl)or.  Moreover  a  bill  had  been  parsed  by  tlie  lej^isla- 
ture  upon  the  personal  application  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  southern  tier  of 
counties  for  the  aj)j)ointment  of  tliree  commissioners  ''to  cxjilore  and  survey 
a  state  road  from  the  Hudson  river  to  some  point  u])on  Lake  luie,''  which  it 
was  nearly  certain  would  be  Dunkirk.  In  fact  the  survexors  employed  by 
the  state  arrivefl  at  Dunkirk  December  2.|,  1-^25,  and  completed  their  sur- 
vev  at  th"'  foot  of  the  wharf.  This  Hue  was  jiionounecd  by  tluMU  the  best  Hue 
to  the  lala-.  These  eousiderat ions  und(ud)l<'dly  infiucaiecd  \\';dlrr  vSmith  to 
tmite  his  destiuN'  witli  that  of  Diml^irk.  In  tliat  year  he  IxMudil  the  undi- 
vided half  of  the  j)roperty  of  the  Dunkirk  company  for  Sro, (>•>(>,  and  imtned- 
iately  turned  his  cner^i^^y  and  business  ability  to  buildinj^  u]>  the  place. 
Althou.i^h  scarcely  25  years  of  a^c,  his  business  capacity  and  jud^^inent  was 
that  of  one  of  mature  )-cars  and  lon^  cxpcl'rience.  He  had  broad  views  of 
business  enterprises  and  was  fitted  mentally  fi)r  lar^e  undertakinj^s.  He 
became  at  once  the  controllinjLi^  power  in  Dunkirk,  and  soon  the  most  infiucn- 
tial,  public  spirited  and  capable  business  man  in  the  county.  The  writer 
well  remembers  when  "  Walter  vSmith  and  his  business  enterprise was  a 
familiar  topic  with  the  old  settlers  residin,t;-  as  far  away  as  south  of  the  Rid^^e, 
and  years  after  his  business  career  had  closed  in  the  county. 

Walter  vSmith  was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  ]\Iarch  21,  iS<io.  When 
15  he  was  clerk  in  the  store  <:»f  Jacob  Ten  Iv\  ek  in  Ca/Ano\  ia,  X.  \'.  He 
visited  Fredonia  in  March,  1819,  and  resohcd  to  si  ttle  ther<'.  lie  returned 
to  Cazcnovia,  formed  a  ])artnership  with  Mr,  Ten  Uyck  as  "  Walter  vSmitli 
6v:  Co."  ;  Mr.  Ten  Kyck  furnished  the  capital,  and  Mr.  vSmith  returned  to 
Fredonia  in  May  with  a  stock  of  ;4oods.  Todd  <S:  Don;;las  "  en,i;a>;ed  in 
business  in  FVedonia  that  year.  ''Joseph  6c  Ralph  Plund),"  then  in  busi- 
ness there,  failed  in  June,  and  Mr.  Smith  bought  their  store  and  ashery. 
His  first  year's  sale  of  goods  exceeded  $20,000,  and  within  twelve  montlis 
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he  repaid  IMr.  Ten  Eyck,  and  owned  the  business.  Tliis  increased  so  that  in 
the  sixtli  year  it  amounted  to  $75,000.  In  the  earlier  years  of  his  business 
h.e  furnished  supplies  for  all  the  U.  S.  forts  and  garrisons  on  the  Great  I^akes. 
Every  article  of  produce  so  furnished  was  raised  in  this  county  except  white 
beans.  In  1S26  Mr.  vSniith  moved  to  Dunkirk.  He  "  transferred  to  this 
theater  of  action  his  capital,  his  prestij^e,  his  remarkable  talent  for  business 
and  adventure.  Daily  stages  for  passengers  and  a  wagon  line  for  transpor- 
tation were  soon  established  between  Dunkirk  and  Warren,  Pa.  Communi- 
cation with  lUitTalo  was  opened  b\'  means  of  the  '  Pioneer  ; '  the  few  steam- 
boats that  then  m:uie  infrecjueiit  voyages  to  western  points,  where  great  cities 
have  since  grown  u])  like  exhalations,  were  induced  to  call  at  Dunkirk  for 
tlie  convenience  of  those  who  were  westward  ])ound,  and  a  new  impulse  w^as 
given  to  the  general  trade,  travel  and  improvement  of  the  country.  .Mr. 
Smith's  life  was  a  masterly  and  ])ersistent  struggle,  alwa>'s  against  natural 
obstacles,  often  under  ad\'erse  fortunes,  to  build  up  a  commercial  town  at 
Dunkirk  which  wt>u]d  vie  in  im|)ortance  with  neighbc^ring  cities  on  tlie  lake." 
(Hanson  A.  Rislew)  Walter  vSmith  died  September  21,  1874.  He  was  an 
able,  unassuming,  self-reliant  and  public  spirited  man.  It  has  been  said  that 
no  man  ever  lived  in  the  state  who  was  his  superior  in  planning,  forecasting 
or  executing  grand  1)usiness  o])erations.  His  life  illustrated  in  a  nu^st 
remarkable  nuumer  the  truth  of  the  a])horism  that  the  post  of  honor  is  a 
private  station."  Through  his  inlhience  and  active  efforts  Daniel  Garnsey 
was  elected  to  Congress  that  he  might  advance  the  interests  of  Dunkirk. 
He  himself  ne\  er  held  but  one  office,  and  that  the  most  humble  known  to 
the  state,  j)ath  master.  He  sought  this  in  order  to  advance  the  interests  of 
Dunkirk  by  obtaining  the  control  of  the  improvement  of  the  roads,  and  it  is 
said  that  he  spent  Sio,(X)0  of  his  own  mone)'  in  this  work.  His  children 
were  Mary,  wlio  married  John  M,  Parbonr,  late  judge  of  the  vSuperior  Court 
of  the  cit\-  of  New  York  ;  Kate  IC.  M.  ;  Walter  C.  ;  Sarah  and  Cornelia. 

In  1826  with  G/eorge  A.  French,  Walter  Smith  formed  the  mercantile 
house  of  '\Sniitli  P'rencli,"  which  continued  prominently  in  business  in 
Dunkirk  for  rnan\-  \  ears.  Mr.  I'rench  was  son  of  Asa  iMench,  an.  early  citi- 
zen of  Pomfret.  He  re>ided  many  years  in  Dunkirk,  was  member  of  assem- 
bh-  for  Chautau(pia  for  three  terms.  His  sou,  Ph-ancis  Ph'ench,  was  a  prom- 
inent and  well-known  citizen  of  Dunkirk. 

\'an  P)urvn  Co.''  established  a  new  store  here  in  1825  or  1826.  In 
1827  tliey  moved  into  the  east  store  of  the  new  brick  block.  In  1827 
Eeroy  Farnham,  a  well-known  business  man  of  early  years,  was  in  trade. 

In  1827  expenditure  was  made  of  the  $4,000  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress to  improve  tiie  navigation  of  the  harbor,  and  the  building  of  a  light- 
house was  e»>TnnKnced.  The  stake  for  its  site  had  been  ''stuck"  on  the  lotli 
of  July  of  the  \  ear  before  by  Messrs.  Garnsey  and  Dox,  and  the  steamboat 
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Pioneer^'  was  now  making  daily  trips  between  BniTalo  and  Dnnkirk. 
(vSec  pa.i^e  314.)  Persons  desirin<^  to  sliip  frei.i^lit  by  the  Pioneer,"  were 
directed  to  apply  to  S.  Tlionipson  (S:  Co.,  or  Townsend  »S:  Coit,  in-IUifTalo, 
and  to  Sniitli  <S;  French  at  Dnnkirk. 

In  1S28  Mosely  W.  Abell  a  leading;  and  influential  citizen  of  iMedonia, 
moved  to  Dnnkirk.  He  was  born  at  l>ennin.;L;ton,  Vt.,  l'el)rnar\-  24,  i7<Si, 
and  married  Rntli  Baldwin  at  Dorset,  Vt.,  Jnly  6,  i8o(>.  He  came  to  P^e- 
donia  in  i<Si5  and  started  a  public  house  on  the  site  of  ''The  Columbia.'' 
This  hotel  was  for  many  years  a  favorite  stoppin*;'  place,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  best  known  and  ]:>opular  landlords  of  the  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
owners  of  the  sta.L;;c  line  between  Buffalo  and  Erie,  and  lon,L(  a  postmaster  at 
Fredonia.  He  was  postmaster  at  Dunkirk,  and  count)-  superintendent 
of  the  poor.  He  was  one  of  the  ori<;inal  members  of  the  Dunkirk  Ba])tist 
church,  and  for  maiiy  years  a  deacon.  He  died  in  185S.  His  dauj^hter  Mary 
Ann  married  the  Rev.  Timothy  vStillman.  Minerva  married  Walter  Smith. 
INIr.  AbclPs  sons  were  leadin_i:;l)usiness  men,  Thomas  B.,  Albert  H.  and  Geor^^e 
M.  are  deceased,  Casper  K.,  now  of  Dunkirk,  married  Jane  Williams  of  James- 
town, and  was  an  l^nion  officer  in  the  civil  war. 

Pvbenezer  Rum  ford  Thomj^son,  a  college  graduate,  a  teacher,  and  a  scien- 
tific lecturer,  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1829,  ♦^^^^^  became  one  of  its  pn^minent 
citizens.  His  father  was  a  cousin  of  Benjamin  Thompson,  the  celebrated 
Count  Rumford.  Hainiah  Putnam,  mother  of  K.  R.  Thomj)son,  was  a  near 
relative  of  (len.  Israel  Putnam  of  Rex-olutionary  fame.  Mr.  Thomi)son 
formed  a  mercantile  partnershi])  on  arriving  here  with  L>  sander  B.  Brown,  and 
later  with  W.  L.  Carpenter  founded  the  CJiautaiKjua  W'Jiig.  He  was  also  an 
editor  of  the  Dioikirk  Beacon.  E.  R.  Thompson  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Dr. 
J.  T.  Williams  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Brigham. 

Mr.  Smith  so  stimulated  the  settlement  of  Dunkirk  that  by  1830  its  pop- 
ulation is  supposed  to  have  increased  from  50  to  over  300.  The  defeat  of 
tlie  state  road  b}-  the  legislature  of  1826  was  the  beginning  of  the  agitation 
of  the  subject  of  a  railroad  through  the  southern  tier  of  counties.  Mr.  Smith 
was  one  of  the  first  projectors  of  the  New  York  Ph'ie  railroad,  and  the 
leading  and  most  efllcient  man  in  the  state  to  promote  it.  He  s]XMit  the 
greater  ])art  of  the  winters  of  1831  and  1832  in  Alban\-,  l)r:nging  the  import- 
ance of  the  road  to  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  and,  largely  through  his 
efforts,  the  road  was  chartered  April  24,  1832.  Through  his  inHuence  a 
clause  was  incorporated  in  the  charter  re(iuiring  the  running  of  a  certain 
nund)er  of  trains  into  Dunkirk  daily,  thus  securing  to  it  permanentl)'  and 
beyond  contingenc)'  the  benefit  of  the  road.  The  wisdom  of  this  provision 
is  now  apparent.  There  were  then  but  5,000  miles  0/  railroad  in  the  world, 
yet  Mr.  Smith  saw,  with  a  remarkable  clearness  of  vision,  the  revolution  in 
business  tliat  railroads  were  to  make.    At  a  meeting  of  the  projectors  he  said 
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the  (lay  would  conic  when  cattle  fattened  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Ohio 
would  be  broui;ht  to  the  Xcw  York  market."  His  prediction  was  derided  as 
Yisionar)'. 

Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  was  also  one  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  county 
to  appreciate  the  ini})()rtance  of  a  railroad,  and  one  of  the  first  to  make  efforts 
to  acconi[)lish  it.  He  addressed  a  meetin^i;-  held  at  Jamestown,  September 
20,  1 83 1,  of  whicli  JndL;e  Hlial  T.  Foote  was  chairman,  at  which  it  was 
resolved  that  ap|)lication  sliuuld  1)e  made  to  the  legislature  for  a  charter. 
This  was  the  first  public  movement  made  in  reference  to  the  New  York 
lu'ie  railroad.  It  was  tlirou^^li  his  efforts  tliat  the  important  pro\-isi(jn  was 
incorporated  in  its  charter  that  the  termination  of  the  road  at  Lake  Ivrie 
should  be  at  sonu-'  point  between  Cattarauj^us  creek  and  the  state  line.  The 
preliminary  survey  was  made  in  1.S32  by  DeWitt  Clinton,  Jr.  000,000  of 
stock  was  retjuired  to  be  subscribed  before  the  compan\'  could  be  organized. 
The  subscription  of  William  G.  lUickner  completed  tlie  amount  and  the  com- 
pany was  organized  in  July,  1833.  Ivleazer  Lord,  of  New  York,  was  chosen 
the  first  president,  and  William  G.  I>uckner  treasurer.  lienjamin  Wright 
was  a|)pointed  to  sur\-e\' .tile  route  of  the  road.  He  was  assisted  In'  James 
Seymour  and  Charles  ICllett.  The  surve\'  was  begun  and  completed  in  1834. 
In  1835  the  company  was  reorganized  and  40  miles  put  under  contract. 

B\-  the  census  of  1835,  Dunkirk  contained  a  population  of  628,  354  males, 
and  274  females.  This  w;is  an  increase,  it  was  said,  of  nearly  100  per  cent, 
since  1830.  In  1833  .Mr.  vSmith  sold  his  half  interest  in  the  Dunkirk  com- 
pany to  New  York  city  ])eople  at  a  large  ])rofit,  and  for  less  than  half  of  the 
sum  receixed  he  bought  of  the  comi)an\-  the  other  half  In  1835  the  Loder 
House  was  c^)mmenced  b\-  Walter  vSiiiith  and  so  far  completed  as  to  be  cov- 
ered by  a  roof  the  next  year.  It  was  a  brick  hotel,  and  stood  on  the  south 
side  of  Third  .street  and  the  west  side  of  Central  avenue.  It  was  the  largest 
and  most  imposing  building  yet  built  in  Dunkirk.  Mr.  Smitli  luiilt  the  first 
gristmill  in  Dunkirk.  He  conducted  the  w.iter  fiom  Cauadaway  creek  three 
miles  through  a  racewa\'.  This  year  Walter  Chester,  an  actix'e,  intelligent 
and  prominent  bu^iiK-ss  man,  mo\ed  to  Dunk  ilk.  He  was  born  in  Wethers- 
field,  Conn.,  in  Now  180 1.  He  came  to  vSinclairx'ille  from  Ca/eiiox  ia  and 
establislicd  a  general  store  with  Mr.  Ten  Iy\ck  of  Cazenovia  as  ''Walter 
Chester  »S:  Co.''  He  accumukited  at  Sinclair\-ille  514,000.  He  came  to  Dun- 
kirk, invested  largely  in  real  estate,  and  lost  all  in  the  financial  crash  of 
1837.  He  removed,  to  lu'ie  in  1843.  Henr\'  Severance  came  to  Dunkirk  in 
1S33.  He  was  an  intelligent  and  ol)^erving  man.  Many  \'aluable  contribu- 
tions preserving  the  history  of  Dunkirk,  with  which  he  was  \-er>-  fiimiliar, 
were  |)ubli>hed  in  the  /.dkr  S/nnr  ()/jscrrrr.  He  left  two  cliildren  :  Harriett, 
]\Irs.  K.  M.  Lucas,  and  Lmma  IL,  ])riiicipal  of  the  intermediate  department  of 
school  No.  2. 


Dunkirk. 


527 


By  an  act  of  the  ]e,^;islatiirc  of  1837  the  Dunkirk  Marine  Insurance  Coni- 
pan\'  was  incorjwrated.  The  popukition  and  ])nsiness  interests  of  Dunkirk 
were  so  much  increased,  tluit  it  was  fonnd  necessary  to  incorporate  it  as  a 
villa<;e,  wliicli  was  done  in  1S37.  In  May,  1S37,  tlie  Dunkirk  Academy  was 
incorporated.  When  Dunkirk  was  part  of  Dist.  Xo.  9  of  Pom  fret,  its  first 
sclioolliouse  was  built.  It  stood  near  tlie  rear  of  tlie  Lake  vShore  Ikink.  It 
was  afterward  fitted  for  a  dwellinj^  ]>y  Ro\  al  Tifft,  a  justice  of  the  i)eace.  A 
brick  schoolhouse  was  bnilt  ai)()Ut  1827  '^^^^^         ^'^^^'^^      ^^'^  acadein>". 

In  1836  an  act  liad  1)een  passed  autliorizin,^-  a  state  loan  to  tlie  X,  V.  »S: 
K.  R.  R.  company  of  $3,000,000,  and  the  comptroller  issued  state  stock  to 
that  amount  to  aid  in  constructing  the  road.  Hon.  R.  P.  Marvin  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  le,!:^islatnre,  and  took  an  active  part  in  securini;  the  stale  aid.  This 
lange  sum  was  expended,  yet  the  road  was  not  couipleted,  and  work  had  to  be 
susj^ended.  From  Dunkirk  east  14  miles  was  graded.  Monuments  of  these 
wasted  efforts  may  be  now  seen  in  the  deej)  cuts,  heavy  fdls,  and  .stone  cul- 
verts then  made  from  Dunkirk  to  Arkwrij^^ht.  They  mark  the  route  and 
denote  the  heavy  <:;rades  that  would  have  been  recpiired  to  ascend  the  Ridge 
and  reach  the  headwaters  of  the  Conewango.  Abont  eight  miles  of  rails 
were  actnalh*  laid  towards  Mud  lake. 

The  long  delay  that  ensued  in  the  completion  of  the  Erie  road  disastronsly 
affected  Dunkirk,  bnt  a  still  greater  calamity  had  already  befallen  it.  The 
period  immediately  previous  to  1837  had  been  one  of  great  apparent  prosper- 
ity', and  business  men  had  traded  extensively  npon  credit.  People  of  all 
classes  had  embarked  in  wild  speculations,  particularly  in  real  estate.  There 
was  a  great  demand  for  corner  lots  and  favorable  sites.  Cities  were  laid  out 
along  the  lake  wherever  there  was  a  harbor  ;  almost  ever\'  \  illage  was  affected. 
As  Dunkirk  was  to  be  the  termination  of  the  Ivie  railroad,  it  was  an 
unu>uall\'  promising  field  for  speculation.  The  crisis  came  in  the  s[)ring  of 
1837.  The  mercantile  failures  in  Xew  York  in  ^Iarch  and  A])ril,  amonnted 
to  o\-er  Sioo,(joo,oo().  In  Xew  Orleans  failures  ti)the  amount  of  $27,000,(^00 
took  ]>lace  in  two  days.  All  the  banks  of  the  country  suspended  specie  pay- 
ment. I'pon  Dunkirk  the  calamitv'  fell  hea\  iest.  I'nmercifnl  disaster 
followed  fast,  and  followed  faster.'l  Tiie  village  seemed  prostrated  beNond 
recover)'.  The  credit  of  almost  ever\'  business  man  was  l)lasted.  Walter 
Smith,  U])on  whom  its  fortunes  rested,  was  overwhelmed  in  the  common  fate. 
From  this  period  forward  until  the  Erie  road  nearl>'  a])])roached  comj)letion  bnt 
little  efTort  was  made  towards  a  recovery.  Its  commerce  nearly  left  it.  The 
steamboats  only  sto]iped  to  ''wood  up."  Long -jjiles  of  steamboat  wood 
lined  the  road  that  led  towards  F^x-donia  (Central  Avenue),  and  loaded  the 
wharves  of  Walter  Smith  and  John  Beggs.  At  length  the  docks  and  ware- 
houses went  out  of  repair.  Their  planks  and  timbers  rotted.  The  dwellings 
of  the  village  became  dilapitated,  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  vacant  ones 
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broken.  For  13  years  tlie  unfinished  Loder  House  was  tlie  home  of  bats  and 
owls.  Tottering  old  rookeries  bordered  Front  and  Center  street,  threatening 
the  pedestrian.  A  sleepy  air  hung  over  the  town,  grass  grew  in  some  of  the 
streets,  and  the  village  cows  ran  free  in  all.  They  ranged  without  restraint 
over  the  vacant  unfeuced  lots  to  the  adjacent  woods,  each  one  wearing  a  bell 
to  denote  its  whereabouts.  On  summer  nights  they  would  visit  Center  street 
dock  to  lick  salt  from  the  barrels  l\'ing  there,  the  discordant  jangle  of  their 
1)clls  disturbhig  the  repose  of  the  sleei)ing  Dnnkirkers,  ^Vasl^ugl()n  vScpiare 
was  gi\-cu  up  io  gcL'se  and  pigs.  The  highwa\'  between  Dunkirk  and  Im'c- 
douia  was  l)ut  little  traveled,  and  was  ahnost  imi)assable  souie  seasons  of  the 
year  >n  account  of  the  mud.  15  notices  of  mortgage  foreclosure  appear  in 
the  /'"/■(•(/(>// icr  Cr;/S(fj- o{  X<jv.  S,  1S37,  and  29  fdled  the  columns  of  the  J)!ui- 
kirk  lu'iicoii  of  March  30,  1S41,  evidences  of  the  ''reckoning"  that  followed 
the  wild  s}>eculations  of  1S36.  When  the  storm  had  blown  over  and  it 
became  certain  that  the  Erie  road  was  to  be  built,  and  as  the  work  neared 
its  consummation,  evidences  of  life  again  appeared  in  Dunkirk  and  business 
was  resumed.  IVople  iK-gan  to  gather  there  once  more.  There  were  signs 
of  preparation  and  an  air-c^f  expectation  as  if  some  great  event  was  about  to 
liappen.  A  strong  rivalry  then,  and  for  some  years  after  the  comjiletion  of 
the  hyrie  road,  existed  between  hVedonia  and  Dunkirk  which  has  now  worn 
awa\-.  This  jealousy  was  without  reason,  for  what  prosperity  came  to  one 
clearly  benefited  the  other.  iCach  ]>lace  in  those  da\'S  had  no  high  opinion 
of  lh<' other.  Dunkirl<  was  known  in  I'redonia  as  Chadwick's  I'a)' and 
iMedonia  in  Dnnkiik  as  ''  Tomfi-et  I'our-Corners."  A  iM-edonian  would  some- 
times asl<  a  Dunkirk  man  how  much  he  thought  the  c(unpletion  of  the  I'h'ie 
road  had  raised  the  water  in  the  harbor.  lM-edt)nia  favored  the  1)uilding  uj) 
of  \'au  I'uren  in  ( )})]H)sition  to  I)un]<irk,  notwithstanding  Dunkirk  harbor  was 
the  superior  one  in  ever\-  res])ect.  It  fi\'oie(l  the  termination  of  the  Xew 
^'ork  and  ICrie  lailroad  at  Wui  Ihiren,  and,  in  i  S36,  incorporated  a  company 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  I'redonia  to  \'an  Ihireu  with  a  ca|>ital 
stock  of  Si2,<:)c)(X  They  a]s<\  in  later  )ears,  fa\'ored  \'an  liuren  as  a  recrea- 
tion ground,  althou.gh  I^oint  (Gratiot  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  promon- 
tories on  tlie  lake. 

Walter  Smith,  one  of  the  donors  of  the  park  on  Point  Gratiot,  more  than 
half  a  century  ago  caused  50  bushels  of  hickory  nuts  to  l)e  planted,  there, 
from  which  has  sprung  a  hardy  growth  of  deep  rooted  tim1)er  calculated  to 
\\  ithstand  the  powerfnl  ])reezes  of  Lake  Ivrie.  A  more  useful  and  cousidernte 
act  can  nt)t  well  be  imai^ined,  an  unselfish  act  of  which  only  generations 
that  should  come  long  after  him  could  reap  the  benefit.  bh"oin  this  fine 
growth  of  trees  Ilickoryhurst  "  derives  its  name.  Of  this  place  and  Point 
Gratiot,  ^Nlrs.  K.  M.  H.  Edwards  says:  "A  large  share  of  the  picturescpie 
beauty  of  the  natural  scenery  for  which  Chautauqua  county  is  noted  is  in  and 
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around  Dunkirk,  where  walks  and  drives  in  any  direction  disclose  channin<^ 
views  in  endless  variety.  Only  a  mile  from  the  hotel  is  Point  Gratiot  park,  the 
government  lighthouse  and  *  Ilickoryhurst  the  latter  a  lovely  summer 
settlement  on  the  beach  under  the  hickory  trees  that  suggested  its  name. 
A  walk,  a  drive,  or  a  boat-ride  to  Hickoryhurst  and  around  Point  Oratiot  and 
the  lighthouse  is  one  of  the  favorite  excursions  of  Dunkirk  peoi)le  and  their 
guests." 

In  1838  when  United  States  troops  were  sent  up  Lake  ICrie  to  In'cak  up 
the  ''Hunters  Lodges"  instituted  to  promote  the  cause  of  the  Patriots,  they 
stopped  at  Dunkirk,  and  sent  a  detachment  against  a  ''  Lodge"  at  Fredonia, 
meanwhile  using  the  original  structure  of  the  Ilurlburt  house  as  barracks. 

The  land  of  the  Dunkirk  Association  was  divided  intt)  shares  among  its 
owners  in  1838.  Of  the  proceeds,  one  fourtli  was  to  l)e  given  to  the  Xew 
York  &  Erie  railroad,  provided  the  road  should  ])e  built  in  six  years.  The 
company  failed  in  this,  notwithstanding  the  time  had  been  twice  extended. 
When  it  became  certain  that  the  road  would  be  completed,  tlie  })roprietors 
of  the  land  made  a  donation  to  the  railroad  company  of  40  or  50  acres  for  a 
depot  and  other  purposes.  iVIr.  Smith,  after  he  bought  out  the  Townsend 
compan)',  ])urchased  for  tlie  association  about  600  additional  acres.  After 
the  railroad  was  completed  the  property  was  sold  and  the  proceeds  divided. 

August  9,  184 1,  the  steamboat  P^rie  was  burned  in  full  view  of  Dunkirk. 
(See  page  3  [j.)  This,  the  burning  of  the  Washington  in  183S,  (see  page  344,) 
and  other  tlisasters,  were  of  deep  interest  to  the  people  of  Dunkirk.  The 
winter  of  1836  and  1837  was  long  and  severe.  Tiie  "  Western  Trader,''  a 
schooner  loaded  with  corn  and  oats,  bound  down  from  Detroit  in  the  fall  of 
1836,  was  frozen  into  the  ice,  drifted  down,  and  lay  for  six  weeks  in  a  mass 
of  ice  off  Dunkirk.  She  was  watched  with  great  interest  from  the  shore,  and 
came  to  be  called  "  the  ice  ship."  She  and  her  crew  were  not  loosened  from 
their  fetters  of  ice  until  nearly  June  1837.  In  October,  1844,  occurred  one 
of  the  most  terrific  storms  ever  known  on  the  lake.  The  water  was  raised  to 
a  remarkable  height.  Center  and  P>uffalo  street  wharves  were  washed  away, 
and  the  merchandise  on  them  was  scattered  along  the  shore.  The  water 
went  far  up  Buffalo  street,  and  nuiny  buildings  were  waslied  from  their 
foundations.  The  storm  was  even  more  fearful  and  destructive  in  Huffalo. 
In  a  storm  in  the  fall  of  1847,  five  steamboats  were  driven  ashore  between 
Pvrie  and  Huffalo. 

Sej)tember  22,  1841,  the  I%rie  road  was  oj)ened  from  Piermont  to  Ooshen, 
and  June  7,  1843,  to  Middletown.  It  1845  the  state  released  its  lien  on  the 
njad,  and  authorized  the  original  stockholders  to  surrender  two  shares  of  old 
and  receive  one  share  of  new.  The  road  was  opened  to  Port  Jervis  January 
6,  184.S,  to  Hinghamtou  December  8,  1848,  to  Owego  June  i,  1849,  to  Palmira 
( )ctober^  1849,  to  Corning  January  1,1850,  and  to  Dunkirk  May  14,  1851. 
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The  route  east  from  Dunkirk  ascended  the  ridge  at  a  different  point  and  at 
li<^]iter  grade  than  the  abandoned  route.  Tliis  great  enterprise,  which  Dun- 
kirk liad  so  anxious!)'  awaited  througli  long  years  of  doubt  and  despondency, 
was  at  last  consummated,  and  a  great  highway  of  travel  opened  from  the 
ocean  to  Lake  I^rie.  It  was  the  longest  railroad  in  the  world.  A  great  cel- 
ebration which  has  nc\cr  been  equalled  by  anything  of  the  kind  in  Chau- 
lautjua  countv  was  held  in  Dunkirk  to  commemorate  the  event. 

Tlif  t!ay  \\a>  ;tU'>i)ici(fii>,  many  lll<)U^a^^ls  were  attrarte*!  hy  the  fame  of  llie  c.\])ccte<l  j^uesls, 
iiitl  tlu'  iioN  elly  <m"  ilu-  aiilit.  i]>aU  (I  s|)i  elac  k'.  The  villa^^e  t)!*  Dunkirk  presented  a  v;ay  a])j)ear- 
anoe,  llav^s  and  streamers  decorated  liotels  and  })rivate  houses.  On  the  depot  were  the  flags  of 
three  nation--  ;  the  stars  ami  strii)e>  gracefully  floating  above  the  tri-color  of  the  l-Vench  repub- 
lic and  the  red  cross  ol  St.  C.eorge.  The  Oueeti  City  arri\e<l  ironi  Hulfalo,  and  soon  after 
the  Niagara,  the  b.nipire  St.ite,  the  I'.iupire,  the  Key  vStoue  vState,  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Michigan  in 
succession,  took  positions  in  the  harbor.  Governor  Hunt  a!id  suite  arrived  from  Btiffalo  on  one 
of  the  boats,  and  received  his  friends  at  the  American  hotel.  The  train  from  New  York  arrived 
about  4,  when  the  locomotive  '*  Dunkirk  "  came  in  as  a  pioneer,  followed,  soon  after,  by  the 
long  ex])ected  "  irt)n  horse,"  from  New  York  city,  amid  the  ringing  of  bells  and  shouts  of  thon- 
sands.  The  train  of  twelve  passenger  car.-,,  bearing  a  long  row  of  l)anners  which  had  been  pre- 
sentetl  along  the  line,  br^)Ught  Tresident  b'ilhnore;  Dajiiel  Webster,  secretary  of  state;  \Vm.  A. 
Craham,  secretary  of  the  navy  ;  Nath.in  K.  Hall,  postmaster-general  ;  John  J.  Crittenden,  attor- 
ney-general ;  vSenators  Seward  and  l-ish  ;  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  ;  I^x-Gov.  Marcy  ;  Senator  Doug- 
las, of  111,;  Christopher  Morgan,  secretary  of  state  t)f  New  York,  an<l  others.  .Vfter  the  ladies 
had  ])resented  an  elegant  banner  to  the  ])resident  and  directors  of  the  road,  a  procession  was 
formed  which  proceeded  through  the  village,  and  back  to  the  dejiot,  where  refreshments  were 
provided.  The  ])resident,  iin  ited  guests,  and  directors  repaire«l  to  the  Loder  House,  where  a 
sumptuous  collation  was  serveil.  Tresitk-nt  I'illmore  was  then  introduced  to  the  guests,  congriit- 
ed  tliem  on  the  coin]>letiou  of  the  ri>ail,  and  complimented  the  ])resident  and  directors  for 
their  exertions  in  be  half  of  the  road.  He  w  as  followed  by  Ik'njamin  I.otler,  president  of  the 
comi)any,  w  ho  ga\  .'  a  hi>>tory  of  the  roa<l,  stating  that  the  charter  had  been  changed  some  twelve 
times,  and  th.it  the  rt>ad,  .}15'.  miles  in  length,  was  the  longest  ever  built  under  one  charter 
in  tlu-  world.  Mr.  Crittenden  said  "he  was  surprised  at  what  had  been  accomplished.  He  had 
h'-aid  something  of  it,  but  ha<l  j)re\  iously  had  no  accurate  idea  of  the  \ast  extent  of  the  road. 
'The  l'"rench  eaj^le.'  said  Na])okon,  '  had  llown  from  sj)ire  to  spire,  till  it  reste<l  on  Notre  Dame;' 
but  he  \  Mr.  C.  i  had  !)een  in  a  car  that  outdid  the  I'reiich  eagle.  They  had  been  flying,  not  from 
s])ire  to  spire,  but  from  mcjuntain  U)\^  to  mountaiji  top.  The  olTicers  of  the  road  were  l)enel"actors 
of  the  state.  ( )ur  country  was  destine<i  to  progress.  In  50  years  there  would  ]>e  a  po})ulation  of 
100,000,000."  The  spe. iking  was  continued  until  a  late  hour,  by  (»overn(jr  Hunt,  Senators  Sew- 
ard and  Dickinson,  an<l  others.  Outside  the  house  President  I'illmore  was  introduced  by  Hon. 
C.eo.  W.  Tattersou  to"  the  mullilude,  and  briefly  atklressed  them  in  eulogy  of  the  road 
and  the  occasion.  He  was  followed  by  Ciovernor  Hunt  and  Secretary  (iraham.  They  were 
succeeded  !)y  Jose  ph  Hoxie,  of  New  Yt)rk,  He  chained  tlie  audience  for  some  time  by  a  flow  of 
humor  ;  but  the  cry  was  for  "Webster,"  and  lU)  excuse  would  be  taken.  Mr.  We!)ster  at  last 
appeared,  fatigued  and  care-worn,  but  s])oke  at  length  on  the  benetU  of  the  work,  and  in  behalf 
oftherui<tn.  The  fes(i\itii's  were  closed  by  a  brilliant  disi)lay  of  fireworks,  bonfires,  etc., 
while  the  w  indows  ol"  matiy  dwi-llings  were  illuminated.  There  were  probably  is,»m>o  people 
a.ssembled. 
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CHAPTER  LI  I. 

TIIK  CITY  OK  DUNKIRK. 

THE  YEAR  1 85 1  was  llie  most  important  in  tlie  liistory  of  Dunkirk. 
I'Vom  an  o1)scurc  village  struggling  against  adversity  it  suddenly 
became  a  cosmopolitan  town  of  great  expectations.  vSoon  after  the 
road  was  completed  the  population  greatly  increased  and  consisted  of  people 
of  many  nationalities.  The  Irishmen  were  first  upon  the  ground.  They 
were  soon  followed  by  the  Cxermans.  They  were  not  only  strangers  to  each 
other  but  strangers  in  a  strange  land.  The  great  majority  were  ]X)orand  the 
dwellings  they  erected  were  cheap  and  clumsy,  conse(|uently  the  streets, 
architecture  and  surroundings  of  the  place  for  many  years  were  most  uninvit- 
ing. As  the  greater  part  of  the  new  population  were  ])oor  emigrants  they 
gave  little  promise  for  the  future.  Time  liowever  has  j^roved  that  they  were 
a  substantial  people.  Among  them  and  their  descendants  are  many  worthy 
and  intelligent  citizens.  Some  of  them  are  among  the  most  reliable  and 
enterprising  in  Dunkirk,  and  none  are  more  devoted  to  its  interests.  These 
people,  so  poor  in  the  beginning,  have  been  steadily  saving  their  earnings, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  dwellings  and  places  of  business  are  now  owned 
by  their  occupants,  and  no  place  in  the  county,  and  but  few  places  anywhere, 
are  based  upon  a  more  solid  foundation. 

Within  a  year  after  the  New  York  <S:  Erie  was  completed  another  import- 
ant railroad  was  in  operation  which  gave  increased  importance  to  Dunkirk. 
The  Buffalo  <S:  Erie  railroad  company  was  organized  A])iril  14,  1832.  The 
route  was  surveyed  and  located  nearly  to  the  state  line,  but  work  was  not 
commenced  within  four  years  as  required  by  its  charter,  consecpiently  the 
enterprise  failed.  This  attempt  to  build  a  lake  shore  road  was  followed  by 
the  incorporation  of  the  Buffalo  »S:  vState  Line  railroad  comi)any  June  6,  1S49. 
The  route  was  located  at  first  through  P'redonia,  l)ut  was  changed  to  pass 
through  Dunkirk.  It  was  opened  from  Dunkirk  to  the  state  line  January  i, 
1852,  and  to  Buffalo  February  22.  By  its  consolidation  with  other  roads  has 
resulted  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  railroad. 

Dunkirk  was  a  place  of  much  commerce  for  some  years  after  1851.  Its 
wharves  and  extensive  warehouses  were  utilized  to  the  fullest  capacity,  but 
after  other  branches  of  the  Erie  road  were  completed,  notably  the  one  from 
Hornellsville  to  Buffalo,  its    western  division    became  of  minor  importance, 
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the  Erie  line  of  lake  steamers  were  withdrawn,  which  rednced  its  importance 
as  a  lake  port,  and  the  offices  of  the  road  were  removed  to  Buffalo. 

1S69  was  an  important  year.  Tlie  peculiar  fate  that  followed  the  village 
from  the  time  Solomon  Chadwick  first  settled  to  the  present,  that  of  being 
periodically  threatened  with  disaster,  not  merely  the  ordinary  misfortunes 
that  befall  new  towns,  but  a  total  overthrow  of  all  pros])erity,  seemed  now 
impending.  Xot  onl)-  had  the  Ivrie  line  of  steamers  been  withdrawn  from 
tlic  port,  but  in  October  Jay  Oould,  then  president  of  the  Erie  Railway, 
ordered  the  Dunkirk  machine  and  repair  shops  permanently  closed,  and  the 
machinery  removed  to  other  locations.  This  action,  if  consummated,  would 
liave  caused  the  removal  of  several  hundred  active  workers  and  their  fami- 
lies, materially  reducing  the  population  and  entirely  destro\ing  business 
prosperity.  While  fate  has  seemed  always  to  threaten  Dunkirk,  fortune  has 
also  favored  it  in  the  juncture.  Horatio  G.  Brooks  of  Dunkirk,  then  super- 
intendent of  motive  ])ower  and  machinery  of  the  ]\rie  road,  to  save  so  great 
a  misfortune  from  falling  upon  his  town,  leased  the  machine  shops,  estab- 
lished locomotive  nuinufacturing,  and  came  to  the  rescue  "  in  Dunkirk's 
great  need.  November  13,  ilS6(S,  the  "  Brooks  Locomotive  Works  "  were 
organized  uiuler  the  general  manufacturing  law  of  the  state,  with  H.  G. 
Brooks  president,  and  M.  L.  liiuman  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  capital 
stock  was  <35(), 000.  At  first  the  capacit)'  was  but  one  locomotive  j)er  nujuth, 
but  this  was  soon  greatly  increased.  The  ])rosperity  of  Dunkirk  has 
depended  upon  the  success  of  these  works,  and  the  citizens  have  been  as  solic- 
itous for  and  as  deeply  interested  in  the  trials  and  struggles  through  which 
it  has  passed  as  if  its  interests  and  its  tortunes  were  their  own. 

Horatio  (i.  lirooks,  to  whose  enterprise  and  business  ability  the  success 
of  the  works  was  chiefl)'  due,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  October  30, 
182S.  In  his  youth  he  evinced  a  decide<l  taste  for  the  railway  and  locomo- 
tive service,  and  early  acquired  a  thorough  practical  education  as  a  machin- 
ist. In  October,  1850,  he  left  Boston  in  charge  of  a  locomotive  for  the  New 
York  (S:  luie  railroad,  and  brought  it  by  tiie  Erie  canal  and  Lake  Erie  to 
Dunkirk  wliere  he  arrived  November  2<S,  1850.  He  blew  the  first  locomotive 
whistle  heard  in  the  count)-.  Marcli  6,  1S61,  Mr.  Brooks  married  Miss  Julia 
A.  Haggett  in  North  Edgcomb,  Me.  He  was  a  locomotive  engineer  until 
November,  1S56,  when  was  a|)pointed  master  mechanic  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississip])i  railroad,  and,  in  1S62,  su])erintendent  of  the  western  di\Msion  of 
of  the  Erie  railway.  In  1S65  he  became  su])erintendrnt  of  the  motive  ])ower 
of  the  machinery  of  the  entire  Ivrie  railway.  He  resigned  to  become  ]:)resi- 
dent  of  the  locomotive  works,  which  position  he  held  until  his 'death  in 
April,  1SS7.  He  was  three  terms  ma\'or  of  Dunkirk,  and  represented  his 
town  on  the  board  of  supervisors.  The  j)rosperity  of  Dunkirk  for  the  last 
quarter  of  ii  century  was  nuiinly  due  to  Horatio  G.  Brooks. 
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June  22,  1871,  the  first  passcn<;cr  train  was  sent  over  tlie  Dunkirk,  Alle- 
gany Valley  cs:  Pittsburj^h  railroad.  No  event  of  more  favorable  importance 
to  Dunkirk  had  occurred  since  the  completion  of  the  luie  road.  The  road 
runs  southerly  from  Dunkirk  al(.)ng  the  pictures(pie  grounds  o\  the  vSpiritual- 
ists  at  Cassadaga  Lake,  through  good  agricultural  lands  in  tliis  count)',  and 
thence  to  Titusville.  It  is  90  miles  long.  Its  connections  with  the  railroads 
at  Titusville,  and  with  the  intermediate  roads  before  reaching  tliat  city,  gives 
Dunkirk  access  to  the  coal,  oil  and  lumber  regions,  and  the  road  a  good  pass- 
enger business,  and  makes  it  an  important  feeder  of  the  Central.  The  first 
public  movement  made  towards  building  this  road  was  a  meeting  held  in  the 
summer  of  1S66  by  the  citizens  of  Sinclairville,  at  which  the  Hon.  C.  J. 
Allen  presided.  Other  meetings  were  soon  held  at  Sinclairville,  Dunkirk 
and  Fredonia,  at  which  j^reliminary  steps  were  taken  for  organization  and 
individual  subscriptions  were  made  to  the  capital  stock.  The  next  winter 
the  company  was  organized  as  the  Dunkirk,  Warren  <S:  Pittsburgh  railroad 
company.  The  officers  first  chosen  were  Timothy  D.  Copp,  president ; 
George  Barker,  vice-president  ;  S.  M.  Newton,  chief  engineer  ;  T.  R.  Cole- 
man, treasurer  ;  and  James  \'an  Puren,  secretary  ;  S.  M.  Newton,  Wm,  P>ook- 
staver,  Walter  iMukle  and  Lee  L.  H>(le  of  Dunkirk,  (k-orge  liarker  and 
Thomas  Iliggins  of  1-^redonia,  Kbenezer  Moon  of  Stockton,  T.  D.  Copp  and 
Alonzo  Langworthy  of  Sinclairville,  P>.  I\  Dennison  of  Crerry,  Patrick  I'al- 
coner  of  P^llicott,  and  Edwin  Katon  and  Wm.  H.  H.  PVnton  of  Carroll, 
directors.  A])ril  23,  1867,  an  act  was  passed  ])y  the  legislature  of  New  York 
authorizing  the  towns  in  this  county  to  subscribe  to  the  capital  stock.  June 
17,  1867,  the  first  work  on  the  road  was  done.  Obed  Ivlson,  surveyor; 
Thomas  Glisan,  George  Blackham,  vSte])hen  H.  Allen,  Walter  Hyde  and 
Charles  Higgins  assistants,  commenced  the  preliminary  survey  at  the  north 
end  of  Cassadaga  Lake,  and  completed  it  from  Dunkirk  to  the  state  line  dur- 
ing that  year.  The  original  contract  for  construction  wa^  made  with  T.  M. 
Simj)son  and  J.  Condit  Smith  ;  and  grading  was  commenced  at  Ross's  Mills 
October  3,  1867.  In  December,  1867,  supervisors  of  towns  issued  town 
bonds  and  subscribed  for  stock  as  follows:  (icorge  D.  Hinckley,  of  Pomfret, 
$50,000;  Obed  Ivlson  of  Charlotte,  and  I>.  Dennison  of  (icrr\-,  each  S3  |,- 
000;  John  vS.  lieggs,  of  I )unkirk,  $100,000  ;  W"m.  II.  H.  I-'enton,  of  Carioll, 
$20,000.  This  substantially  constituted  the  cajtital  on  which  the  road  was 
built.  In  1868,  1869  and  1870  the  road  was  graded.  In  1870  the  track 
was  laid  a  little  south  of  Laona ;  June  i,  1871,  to  vSinclairville  ;  June  17  to 
I'alconer,  to  which  place  the  first  passenger  train  passed  over  the  road  June 
22,1871.  The  small  amount  of  capital  stock  subscribed,  the  difficulty  ot* 
finding  a  feasible  yet  inexpensive  route  up  the  steep  face  of  the  ridge  to  Cas- 
sadaga lake,  and  the  litigation  arising  out  of  the  attempt  to  enforce  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  bonds  of  Stockton  rendered  the  completion  of  the  road  a  matter  of 
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much  doubt  for  a  time.  To  tlie  ability  and  vigilance  of  Stephen  Miner  New- 
ton, the  chief  en<;iiieer  and  a  director  for  Dunkirk,  was  the  completion  of  the 
road  chiefly  due.  He  not  only  superintended  and  personally  attended  to  the 
preliminary  survey  but  to  the  ori^anization  of  the  company,  procurin<^  the 
land  titles,  lettin*^  the  contracts,  and  attendin*^  to  all  the  details  in  the  con- 
struction and  to  the  liti^^^ation  in  which  it  became  involved,  until  the  road 
was  in  successful  operation  to  Titusville. 

vStephen  M.  Xewton  was  born  at  I h  idi^ewater,  Oneida  county,  vSeptember 
7,  1S2S.  He  n-sided  at  vSinclairville  durinj^  his  youth,  and  at  an  early  aj^e 
de\'elopetl  a  j^rcat  Io\'e  of  slud\',  particularl)'  of  mathematics.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Jamestown  and  Fredonia  academies  and  Union  college.  He  was 
first  a  teaclier  in  the  iMcdonia  academy,  then  a  civil  engineer.  In  1S50  he 
w:is  employed  the  Xew  York  »S:  Hrie  railroad  company  to  survey  its 
lands  for  many  miles  eastward  from  Dunkirk.  (Surveys  of  lands  were  then 
made  by  railroad  com])auies  with  nnicli  greater  ])articularity  than  in  later 
)'ears.)  He  was  afterwards  a  civil  engineer  upon  roads  in  Missouri  and  else- 
where. He  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and  force  of  character.  His  att^v-H- 
ments  were  of  tlie  most  solid  kind.  Without  having  regularly  studied  law, 
his  knowledge  of  its  eleinentar\'  principles  was  equal  to  that  of  an  able  law- 
}-er,  especially  ujH)n  real  estate.  His  ability  and  strength  of  character  fitted 
liim  to  fill  any  position.  His  advice  and  opinion  upon  any  subject  to  which 
he  gave  his  attention  was  invaluable.  He  was  strictly  honest  and  truthful, 
and  despised  deceits  and  shams  of  every  form  and  never  hesitated  to  condemn 
th.em  in  ])lain  and  unmeasured  terms.  Those  who  knew  him  best  esteemed 
him  most.  He  died  February  10,  1883.  Mr.  Newton  married  Elizabeth 
Marsden  of  Sinclairville.  Their  children  were  Elizabeth  (dec.)  and 
George  M.  a  civil  engineer.  He  is  now  city  engineer  of  Dunkirk.  He  is 
also  a  real  estate  agent  and  a  well  known  and  prominent  citizen.  ]\Ir.  New- 
tC'U  was  for  many  years  associated  in  real  estate  operations  with  William 
Bookstaver.  Resides  their  real  estate  in  Dunkirk  they  possessed  large  tracts 
of  land  in  the  western  states. 

Hon.  William  I>ookstaver  is  a  son  of  Abner  and  Ann  S.  Bookstaver, 
and  was  born  at  Montgomery,  Orange  county  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Dunkirk 
in  1855.  He  received  his  education  at  Montgomery  Academy  in  which  he 
A\as  a  teacher  during  1853.  He  was  also  educated  to  the  law  and  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  rebhupiished  this  profession  to  devote  his  attention  to  deal- 
ing in  real  estate,  of  which  he  owns  a  large  amount  in  Dunkirk,  where  he 
has  been  a  leading  and  most  influential  citizen.  There  has  been  scarcely 
any  enterprise  designed  to  promote  the  growtli  and  prosperity  of  Dunkirk  in 
which  he  has  not  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part.  For  15  years  he  has 
represented  the  town  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
most  prominent  and  iniluential  member.     He  has  also  been  tliree  years  mayor 
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of  Dunkirk.  In  1887  lie  was  appointed  by  Gov.  David  P>.  Hill  a  member  of 
the  prison  labor  reform  committee  of  which  he  was  chairman.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Leonard  of  Maine. 

In  187^^  Dunkirk  was  a;;ain  threatened  with  disaster.  The  linaneial 
crisis  that  affected  the  whole  countr\-  caused  the  suspension  of  the  locomo- 
tive works.  The  capital  of  the  company  had  been  increased  to  ,S500,ooo. 
Under  Mr.  Brooks'  mana«j;ement  new  facilities  and  improved  machinery  had 
been  added,  and  it  had  become  one  of  the  <;reatcst  mannfacturinj;  enterprises 
in  the  state.  The  works  covered  about  nine  acres.  The  motive  power  was 
a  200  horse-power  steam  engine,  550  hands  were  employed,  four-fifths  of 
whom  were  skilled  workmen,  and  the  works  could  turn  out  seven  euii^ines 
per  month.  Althou*;h  the  works  were  compelled  to  sus]vend  for  a  time, 
business  was  at  len<;th  resumed  and  carried  on  althou^^h  on  a  less  extensive 
scale.  The  methods  of  construction  had  so  inijjroved  that  in  iSSo  100  were 
constructed  and  200  in  18S2. 

The  transportation  facilities  of  Diuikirk  have  increased  in  later  years  by 
the  construction  of  other  railroads  throu;^h  the  city.  In  18S2  the  Xew  York 
Chicago  6s:  St.  Louis  road  was  completed,  and  the  Western  New  York  v^c 
Pennsylvania  railroad  built.  The  station  of  these  roads  are  near  Central 
Avenue  on  the  south  side  of  the  city. 

Dunkirk  was  incorporated  as  a  city,  February  19th,  1880.  John  r>e.!L;'<^^s 
was  tlien  president  of  the  villaj^^e,  and  held  office  as  mayor  luitil  March,  when 
Horatio  G.  Brooks  was  elected  mayor  and  Daniel  Scanncll  clerk.  The 
mayors  have  been  Hoiatio  G.  Brooks,  1880;  Charles  D.  IMurray,  1881  ; 
Hiram  J.  D.  Miner  elected  ]\Larch,  1S82,  (resi<;ned  and  Richard  Mulholland 
elected  to  fill  vacancy,  Au<;ust  8,  1882);  William  Zimmermann,  1883; 
Thomas  C.  Jones,  1884;  Marshall  L.  Hinman,  1885-1886-1887  ;  William 
P)Ookstaver  1 88S-1 889-1 890 ;  William  Martin,  1891  ;  Frank  G.  Gould,  1892  ; 
Charles  G.  Parker,  1893  ;  Charles  E.  Hequembouri,s  1894.  Clerks.  Daniel 
Scannell,  1880;  Frank  W.  Conn,  1881  ;  John  PL  Colj^an,  1882;  Louis  L. 
Johnson,  1883;  Fred  D.  Light,  1884;  John  B.  Murphy,  1885;  Frank  G. 
Gould,  1886-1887-1888  ;  P:dward  Madigan,  1889-1890;  Fred  C.  Nagle,  1891  ; 
John  V.  ALiloney,  1892-1893-1894.  The  i)resent  officers  are  Charles  1%. 
Hequembourg,  ma)or  ;  John  l\  Maloney,  clerk  ;  common  council,  fiist  ward, 
Jeremiah  Meehan,  Timothy  J.  Plogan  ;  second  ward,  Ivlward  1>.  vSwartz, 
James  A.  Holstein  ;  third  ward,  Horace  L.  Roberts,  John  Plilliard  ;  fourth 
ward,  Charles  J.  Wirtner,  Wallace  McMaster ;  street  commissioner,  Thomas 
C.Jones;  attorney,  Lester  F*.  Stearns;  treasurer,  Peter  J.  Mulholland;  engi- 
.  neer,  J.  M.  Hackett  ;  receiver  of  taxes,  P'rederick  C.  Xagle  ;  messenger,  James 
Robinson;  health  officer,  F.  S.Jackson,  I\L  D.  ;  inspecting  of  plumbing  and 
drainage,  Alexander  M.  ^Lahn. 

The  population  in  1890  was  9,416.    A  census>  taken  for  Kirwin's  dircc- 
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tory  for  1891  showed  the  population  to  be  10,319,  and  that  the  city  had  a 
dozen  churches,  an  academy,  an  orphan  asylum,  excellent  public  schools,  two 
national  banks,  club  rooms,  bands,  musical  societies,  a  score  of  secret  socie- 
ties, express,  telei^raph  and  telephone  companies,  street  car  line,  electric 
li^ht,  <^as  and  water  works,  two  lar^^e  newspaper  establishments — one  of 
which  runs  a  daily.  It  has  five  bakers,  six  barbers,  six  blacksmiths,  three 
bookstores,  seven  shoe  dealers,  eijj^ht  carpenters  and  contractors,  three  carri- 
aj^e  works,  six  cij^ar  factories,  ten  cloth  in  and  merchant  tailorin<2^  houses, 
six  coal  and  wood  dealers,  four  dentists,  three  druj^gists,  four  dress  makers, 
ei<;ht  dry  ooods  houses,  seven  fancy  goods  and  millinery  houses,  three  fish 
dealers,  seven  Hour,  feed  and  grain  dealers,  three  furniture  dealers,  over  30 
groceries,  se\-eu  hardware  and  stoves,  six  or  eight  hotels  and  as  many  board- 
ing houses,  five  insurance  agents,  four  jewelers,  two  steam  laundries,  seven 
lawyers,  two  leather  dealers,  three  liveries,  four  lumber  dealers,  eight  meat 
markets,  twehe  pliysicians,  three  photographers,  five  real  estate  agents,  over 
50  saloons,  crockery,  harness,  lime  and  ice  dealers,  music  stores,  plum])ers, 
restaurants,  sewing  machines. 

Tile  public  schools  of 'Dunkirk  are  equal  to  any  in  the  state.     In  1S58  a  • 
union  free  school  district  was  established.    It  has  enumeration  of  3,200  of 
school  age,  seven  brick  school  houses,  two  frame  buildings  outside  of  the 
corporation  and  41  teachers. 

I^iDikirk  Water  M'oiks. — A  Lv)ard  of  commissioners  was  created  for  Dun- 
kirk in  1S71  and  the  water  works  erected  the  succeeding  year.  The  water 
is  drawn  tlirough  a  crib  in  Lake  Erie  near  the  beacon  light,  and  forced  by 
the  powerful  Ilolh'  s\  stem  through  more  than  20  miles  of  mains.  The  city 
is  lighted  ]j>y  electric  lights.  Two  tlnrt\'-five  arc  d)'nainos,  run  by  the  boil- 
ers of  the  water  works  buildings  furnish  the  i)ower  to  light  the  city. 

An  electric  street-car  line  connects  Dunkirk  with  Fredonia. 

Till-  I'ifsl  luiflist  C/iiin/i  was  the  fust  church  organized  in  Dunkirk, 
and  Revs.  Joy  Handy  and  lCli:^ha  Tucker  were  among  the  first  to  preach 
there.  The  church  was  organized  ]\Iay  5,  1830.  The  society  worshipped 
in  the  seho(»l-house  for  nian\-  \-ears.  Later  this  church  and  others  lield  ser- 
vices <Aer  Parsons'  wagon  sho]),  and  1856  built  the  j)resent  brick  structure. 

/•>;-.v/  1')  i  's!>yti'rid)i  Chitn  Ji. — In  the  beginning  of  1S30  there  was  in  Dun- 
kirk about  250  ])er>ons  and  ikj  organized  church.  Rev.  Joy  Handy,  a  Ikip- 
tist  minister,  ])reaehed  in  tiie  new  brick  school-house  on  Third  street,  and 
]>eoplc  of  \ariwus  religious  j)references  united  in  sui)])orting  him.  As  the 
fruit  of  a  revi\  al  in  the  sj^ring,  the  I>a])tist  church  was  organized.  The  same 
spiing,  ten  ]>ers<)n>  who  weie  Congregationalists  or  Presbvteriaiis  petitioned 
I)uffilo  |)resbytery,  wliich  held  its  ses>i(jn  in  vSheridau  in  Ma\-,  to  organize 
them  into  a  church.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  the  church  formally 
constituted.     The  first  of  the  next  vSeptember,  Rev.  Timothy  Stillman,  a 
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jrradiiatc  of  Vale  and  of  Auburn  Thcolo^^ical  Seminary,  bei^an  liis  labors  as 
pastor  on  a  salary  of  $400  a  year.     Mr.  Handy  bavin;^  HulTalo  tlie 

congrc<^^ation  worsb.ipped  in  tbe  scboolrooni  be  bad  occupied.  As  tbe  fruit 
of  a  revival  in  1833,  30  were  added  to  tbe  cburcb,  and  measures  taken  to 
erect  a  meetingbouse.  Tbis,  a  wooden  structure  on  tbe  corner  of  Center 
and  Tbird  streets,  was  completed  in  1835.  Rev.  Mr.  vStillman  closed  bis 
labors  as  pastor  in  Marcb  1838.  *  *  He  was  for  over  50  years  one  of  Dun- 
kirk's best-known  citizens.  He  was  succeeded  'i)y  S.  J.  McCullocb  and  Geo. 
R.  Rudd  stated  supplies.  In  June  1839,  Rev.  James  !>.  Sbaw  became  pastor 
and  left  in  1841.  Rev.  C.  L.  Hequembour<^  was  pastor  from  1S41  to  1846, 
Rev.  Louis  Hamilton  was  pastor  from  1849  to  1853,  Rev.  Ileman  R.  Tinlow 
from  1853  to  1856,  Rev.  \V.  L.  H\  de  from  1856  to  vSeptember  i<S62,  wben 
lie  asked  leave  of  absence  to  accept  a  cbaplaincy  in  tbe  army.  During  bis 
ministry  tbe  meetino;bouse  was  moved  to  tbe  corner  of  Fourtb  and  Kai^^le. 
Rev.  K.  P.  Willard  '^supplied durin<r  1864,  and  in  May  1865,  Rev.  \V.  A. 
Fox  became  pastor  till  June  1869.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Myron 
Adams,  during  wliose  ministry  tbe  old  wooden  meetingbouse  was  supplantecl 
by  tbe  very  inviting  brick  structure  on  tbe  same  site.  Mr.  Adams  closed 
bis  ministry  June  1876,  and  was  succeeded  by  bis  brotber,  Rev.  K.  l\  Adams. 
In  consequence  of  bolding  views  of  scripture  trutb  at  variance  witli  tbe  Pres- 
byterian creed,  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  was  tried  by  Presbytery,  and  condemned 
Oct.  18,  1880.  A  majority  of  tbe  cburcb  and  congregation  followed  bim 
and  constituted  a  new  independent  cburcb.  Tbe  old  cburcb  bas  bad  as  pas- 
tors since,  tbougb  non-installed,  W.  L.  Austin,  W.  Martin,  F.  vS.  Day,  (leorge 
Sexton.  Rev.  D.  R.  F^ddy  tbe  present  acting  pastor  came  Dec.  i,  1889. 
Tbcre  are  about  100  members  at  present. 

f/rs/  MctJiodist  Episcopal  CJiiirch. — Tbe  first  class  was  organized  about 
1833.  Tbe  services  were  first  beld  in  tbe  scboolbouse,  later  over  Parsons' 
wagon  slio]).  Before  tbe  civil  war  tbe  cburcb  was  ministered  to  by  tbe  Revs. 
Wrigbt,  Jobnson,  Osborne,  Warren  and  Tibbitts.  Under  tbe  latter  tbe  pres- 
ent cburcb  was  built  about  1858.  Rev.  vScott  came  in  Y>i,  Ingling '62,  Lud- 
Avig  '64,  I>ray  '66,  Reno  '68,  Starrett  '69,  Martin  '71,  vSteadman  '72,  Luse  '73, 
Squiers  '74,  Kinner  '73,  vStubbs  '78,  Mead  '81,  Tboburn  '83,  Pat<^s  '84,  and 
tben  Rev.  E.  M.  Keriiick,  wbo  came  from  iMigland  in  1869,  and  united  witb 
tbe  Krie  Conference  in  1870. 

S(,  Jn/ui's  Episcopal  Church. — Tbe  Episcopal  society  was  organized  in 
1850  by  tbe  Rev.  Cbarles  Arey,  and  two  years  later  tbe  old  cburcb  building 
was  erected.  Succeeding  Rev.  Arey  came  Revs.  Edson,  Costelle,  Kidder, 
Cbamplin,  Raikes  and  Harris.  In  1867  a  lot  was  purcbased  on  tbe  corner 
of  Eagle  and  Fourtb  streets,  and  tbe  present  cburcb  erected,  wbicb  cost 
-about  $12,000.  Tbe  new  cluircb  was  erected  under  tbe  ministrations  of  Rev. 
P.  P.  Kidder. 
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S/.  JoJuCs  German  Evauirelical  C/uirch  was  org-aiiized  with  25  members 
in  1856,  by  Rev.  Voi<;;ht,  of  Buffalo,  and  the  church  erected  two  years  later. 
The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Strauss,  succeeded  by  Revs.  Peters,  Wasalsky, 
Althaus,  Wolfl",  Seipel,  Schaeffer,  Simon,  Krueger,  Heiniger  and  Rueckert. 

.S7.  /\'/c'/''s  {f\)urtJi  Street)  fjitheran. — Under  the  ministrations  of  Rev. 
Tht'O.  K.rue«^cr  a  disafTection  occurred  in  the  German  Ignited  Ivvangelical 
Church,  and  with  a  portion  of  the  members  he  formed  thu  vSt.  Peter's  (I'ourth 
street)  Lutheran  Church.  The  brick  edifice  formerly  used  by  the  Ph'ce  Meth- 
odists was  purchased  for  ,^2,750,  and  Rev.  Crusius,  of  Westfield,  has  occupied 
the  pulpit. 

.S7.  Peter  s  {Eaole  Street)  Crernicim  Ez'angelica)i  LutJieran  church  was 
ori^anizcd  in  Ma\-,  I'SSy,  from  nR'nd)ers  dissatisfied  with  the  manai^ement  of 
the  Pourtli  vStreet  clnirch.  Some  10  or  12  families  uniting  under  the  minis- 
trations of  Rev.  ticorgc  Seel  to  form  the  nucleus  for  the  organization.  Wor- 
ship was  first  conducted  in  the  old  PVee  Methodist  house  on  Fox  and  ImHIi 
streets,  but,  through  the  generosity  of  Henry  Fink,  the  new  organization 
br.ilt  a  neat  frame  church  on  Ivigle  street,  which,  with  grounds,  cost  $6,600. 
It  was  dedicated  in  December,  1S87. 

Tlie  Zioii  Ei'dJioelical  Ass(H'iatidn  was  organized  in  1S65  with  nine  mem- 
bers l)y  Re\'.  J.  J.  P.ernhardl,  first  pastor,  and  the  church  edifice  was  erected 
that  year.     Rev.  C.  A,  Spies,  of  Canada,  has  officiated. 

City  J  [all  Coiii^  relation. — In  1880  Rev.  K.  P.  Adams,  who  had  been  pas- 
tor of  the  P'irst  Presbyterian  Church  since  1876,  by  his  liberal  views  on  doc- 
trinal points  rendered  himself  objectionable  to  the  minority  of  his  congrega- 
tion who  adhered  strictly  to  Presbyterian  doctrines.  The  result  was  that  he 
was  deposed  by  the  linffalo  Presbytery.  A  large  number  of  the  members 
liowever  s\'m|)athized  with  the  doctrines  preached,  and  at  their  request  Mr. 
Adams  opened  services  in  the  city  hall.  Thus  started  into  existence  an 
independent  congregation  which  bears  no  sectarian  name,  and  whose  services 
are  very  simple.  Mr.  Adams  was  originally  from  Ivist  Bloomfield,  Ontario 
county,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College  and  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary. 

.5"/.  Mary^s  CluireJt. — Prior  to  185 1  Pomfret  had  no  resident  Catholic  priest 
and  no  Catholic  church.  Rt.  Rev.  John  Timon,  bishop  of  Puffalo,  was  the 
only  \-isitoi  tu  the  few  scattered  Catholic  families  of  this  count)'.  Ihit  when 
their  nuniber>  had  *sufncientl\-  increased  the  Bishop  sent  them,  time  after 
time,  a  missionary  priest  who  would  gather  around  him  the  Catholics  in  some 
farm  house  and  hold  religious  services.  A  small  frame  building  was  purchased 
in  iS=;i  by  Rev.  W.  Lannon  for  divine  services;  the  location  was  by  no 
means  eligible  to  mosi  of  the  Catholics  of  Dunkirk.  In  the  fa]l  of  1851  a 
new  addition  was  necessary  owing  to  the  great  influx  of  people  who  came 
with  the  luie  railwaw     In  Jul)'  of  1852  a  new  site  was  chosen  fora  church  \ 
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corner-stone  of  whicli  was  laid  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bisliop  Tinion.  The  chnrch 
altliouj^h  not  finished  was  oi)ened  for  divine  ser\  ice  March  17,  and  in 

Xovcni1)er  the  Rt.  Rev.  liishop  Vonn}^%  of  l^rie,  Pa.,  dedicated  the  clmrch 
under  tlie  invocation  of  the  Stven  Dolors  of  Mary.  The  bnildin<^  is  of  brick, 
larj^e  and  spacious.  Its  architectural  desi;^n  is  j^othic.  Its  first  pastor  was 
Rev.  Peter  (2ol<;an,  who  for  nine  years  ministered  to  the  wants  of  the  con- 
g-re^i^ation,  identifying^  himself  with  it  in  all  its  spiritual  and  temporal  pros- 
perity. In  1S5S  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  were  brouj^ht  to  Dunkirk  by  Rev. 
Father  Colj^an  to  take  char^^'  of  vSt,  ?^Iary's  school  and  orphanage.  This 
order  was  ori,L;inally  founded  by  Rev.  Peter  Medaille,  at  Puy,  in  P'rance,  in 
1650.  Jn  1S36  six  sisters  formed  in  vSt.  Louis  the  first  house  of  their  order 
in  the  Ihiited  vStates.  Twenty-two  years  later  a  convent  was  established  in 
Dunkirk.  ]>esids  teachin*;  the  Catholic  schools  they  have  opened  an 
orphana<^e  for  the  Catholic  children  of  the  county.  The  old  buildinjj^s  have 
been  removed  lar<;ely  tlirou^^h  the  s^enen^sity  of  II.  Miner  autl  lari^er  and 
better  adapted  structures  erected. 

1S60  marks  the  arrival  of  the  Passionists  leathers  in  Dunkirk  and  oi)ens 
for  vSt.  Mary's  Church  a  new  and  j^rand  epoch.  Rev.  l"r.  vVlbinus,  one  of 
their  number,  was  appointed  pastor,  and  the  con<;reo^ation  has  since  been 
under  the  care  of  a  member  of  that  order.  Rev.  P^',  Albinus  was  not  only 
pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  but  also  superior  of  the  monastery  adjoining;  the 
church  edifice — two  offices  which  have  always  ])een  united  in  the  same  per- 
son. The  Discalced  Clerks  of  the  Most  Ploly  Cross  and  Passion  of  our  B. 
Lord,  or  "Passionists'',  were  founded  by  Rev.  Paul  Danai,  at  Mount  Argeu- 
taro,  near  Rome,  in  1737.  His  object  was  to  unite  the  spirit  of  the  ascetic 
and  the  missionary  orders,  the  contemplative  and  the  active  life,  and  form  a 
cou(;regation  of  missionary  priests  somewhat  differing  from  any  then  existing 
in  the  Catholic  church.  The  first  New  World  colony  of  the  Passionists 
fathers  came  to  Pittsburgh,  Deceml^er  8,  1H52.  P-iM  though  the  congrega- 
tion laid  its  first  foundation  at  Pittsburgh,  and  though  this  monastery  is  still 
the  mother-house  and  novitiate  in  the  United  States,  it  was  not  to  be  cir- 
cumscribed within  a  single  diocese.  At  tlie  request  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Timon,  "  The  Monastery  of  St.  ]\Lary\s  "  was  established  at  Dunkirk,  May  26, 
1861.  It  has  been  considerably  enlarged,  and  it  is  used  as  a  preparatory 
college  for  young  men  who  desire  to  enter  that  religious  order.  It  now  con- 
tains five  priests,  eighteen  students  and  two  lay-brothers.  Rev.  John  i>audi- 
nelli,  late  rector,  having  been  chosen  Provincial  of  the  Passionists  in  the 
Americas,  was  succeeded  by  the  present  rector  Rev.  Felix  Ward. 

St.  MiD-y^s  LycciDii. — In  September  1SS9,  Rev.  Stephen  Kealey  assem- 
bled, time  and  again,  a  number  of  the  young  men  of  St.  Mary\s  Parish,  to 
organize  a  society.  The  St.  ^Mary's  Literary,  Social  and  vScientific  Lyceum 
was  the  result.    Its  constitution  provided  for  a  literary,  social  and  a  military 
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departinent.  The  prospect  of  eventually  owning  a  lycenm  building,  was 
proposed  as  a  motive  for  united  action.  Catholic  young  men  of  other  cities 
had  erected  imposing  structures,  wliy  could  not  the  young  men  of  St.  Mary's 
Parish  follow  their  example?  The  timid  treated  the  proposition  as  a  beau- 
tiful dream  of  builders  of  castles  in  the  air."  The  organization,  after  some 
months,  lingered  and  was  finally  dissolved.  One  of  the  thoughts  uppermost 
in  the  mind  of  Rev.  Fr.  John,  on  again  taking  charge  of  St.  Mary's  Parish 
in  1890,  was  to  luring  the  young  men  together  and  establish  an  intellectual 
and  social  society.  An  incomplete  organization  was  efiected.  Measures  were 
taken  to  engage  rooms  for  social  and  literary  purposes.  But  difficulties 
multiplied,  and  after  a  few  months  of  languishing  existence  it  was^^  discon- 
tinued. Late  in  1S91  Rev\  Vr.  Mark,  with  several  prominent  members  of 
St.  Mary's  Parish,  were  talking  over  the  best  interests  of  their  church,  the 
su]>ject  was  broached  by  Mr.  R.  Mulholland  of  making  another  attempt  to 
organize  the  \  oinig  men  into  a  literary  society,  and  by  a  pleasing  coincidence 
he  took  the  ]x)sition  advocated  b\-  Rev.  Fr.  John,  suggesting  a  judicious 
blending  of  the  maturer  element  with  the  younger.  The  matter  was  pro- 
]X'sed  to  Rev.  Fr.  John,  w-ho  fa\'()red  the  movement.  33  members  of  the 
congregation  offered  to  donate  .^so  each  in  the  furtherance  of  organizing  a 
]K'rniane!it  lite!ar\'  society  and  erect  a  lycenm  building.  Steps  were  then 
taken  to  ))ecome  a  corporate  bod\-  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  state. 
Through  tlie  kindl\-  olFices  of  Lester  l\  Stearns,  Ksq.,  the  necessary  docu- 
ment, which  ga\-e  the  association  a  legal  existence,  was  prepared  and  j)ro- 
perly  filed.  June  20,  1892,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  with  imposing  cere- 
monies. All  the  Catholic  societies  and  many  municijxd  societies  participated, 
and  on  the  2.1th  of  the  following  Xo\emi)er  the  doors  of  the  l\ceum  build- 
ing Were  thrown  ojku  to  its  ])atrons. 

The  CIii!)\'Ji  (^f  tlw  Sacn-ii  Hvart  of  Jrsiis  was  dedicated  November  18, 
1S77.  The  (lerman  Catholics  of  Dunkirk  worshipped  with  vSt.  Marv's  con- 
gregation until  1857,  when  they  organized  a  society  and  I'uilt  vSt.  (ieorge's" 
a  fr^inie  church.  A  .ve]>arate  ])arish  was  made  in  i'*^74,  when  blather  Kolb 
tock  charge,  and  the  '\Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart"  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
520, oco.  (iee'rge  Dotterweich  assisted  li])erall\'  in  building  the.se  churclies. 
lie  ]>ald  for  the  clock  in  tlie  >tee})le,  the  chime  of  bells,  donated  a  S'5,000 
mar])le  altar  and  left  a  becpiest  of  <. 1,000  for  the  erection  of  a  school-house 
adjoining  the  church.  Lnder  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Andrew  Fre)'  St. 
(jc or^^e's  Hull  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $9,000.  In  the  parish  there  are 
al)ont  200  families.  Rev.  I'r.  Sester,  an  old  and  revered  priest  formerly 
]>a>tor  at  Lanc:ister,  X.  V.,  is  the  present  rector. 

.SV.  J fynLiiitJi' s  Calliolic  PoIisJi  Church  was  erected  in  1875  at  a 

cost  of  Si 0,000.  leathers  Ihatkiewicz,  Schneider,  Lebiecki,  Ciszek,  Zar- 
enczny  and  Klawiter  ofiiciated  prior  to  the  ]:)resent  pastor.    There  are  about 
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300  fainilic'S  and  about  175  cliildrcn  in  the  ])arisli.  Under  the  lectoisliip  of 
Father  Khiwiter,  tlie  present  beautifnl  church  was  conii)leted.  Rev.  A.  Lex 
is  the  present  pastor. 

The  CJiai(tan<]i(a  // 7//^;^  was  the  first  permanent  newspaper  of  Dunkirk. 
Its  })ublication  was  commenced  in  August  1S34,  by  Tliompson  »S:  Carpenter. 
Its  name  was  later  changed  to  the  Dunkirk  Ju'acoii.  The  Dunkirk  Printing 
Company  now  publislies  tlie  CJiauiaiiqua  Fanner  and  the  Daily  Ohscrrer- 
JouruaL  The  /Idvcrtiscr  and  Union  ij;  a  Democratic  newspaper  and  has  a 
wide  and  influential  circulation. 

The  first  bank  estaljlished  in  Dunkirk  was  a  bank  of  issue  b)-  A.  J.  Webl), 
about  i<*^44.  A])out  1S51  the  Xew  York,  and  I^rie  bank  was  opened.  Tru- 
man R.  Coleman,  in  March,  1S55,  established  the  Lake  vShore  I>ankiiig  Com- 
pany. In  April,  1883,  the  Lake  Shore  National  liank  was  organized  with 
T.  R.  Coleman  at  its  head.  I'pon  his  death  in  1865,  his  son  William  T. 
Coleman  succeeded  him,  and  in  1891,  after  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Coleman, 
M.  L.  I  Unman  was  made  j)i  esident.  The  cai)ital  is  Si05,(X)().  The  Mer- 
chant's National  ]>ank  was  opened  March  6,  1882,  capital  <i()(),0()0.  Lang- 
ley  iMillagar  was  its  first  ])resident.  l  ie  was  succeeded  ])y  Stephen  M.  Clem- 
ent, and  Mr.  Clement  ))y  his  son,  Stephen  M.  Charles  D.  Murra\-,  vice-pres- 
ident. John  H.  Lascelles,  cashier.  Mr.  Lascelles  is  a  native  of  Dunkirk, 
served  in  the  oflice  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  railroad,  was  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  education,  city  treasurer  for  many  years  and  teller  of  the  Lake  Shore 
bank  and  occupied  many  prominent  positions.  He  resigned  in  1892,  went  to 
Buffalo,  and  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  Marine  Ikmk.  He  was  succeeded  by 
P.  J.  Mulholland. 

The  Gratiot,  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  Western  New  York,  was  erected 
by  tlie  "  Young  Men's  Huildiug  Association,"  and  is  now  conducted  by  Dan- 
iel P.  Toomey,  f)ne  of  tlie  members.  Mr.  Toomey  was  born  in  Dunkirk,  edu- 
cated in  its  public  schools  and  is  one  of  the  active  business  men.  The 
Gratiot  is  made  of  brick  and  stone  and  has  four  stories.  "  The  views  from 
the  windows  are  unsurpassed  in  their  combined  extent,  variet\'  and  beauty  of 
scene.  They  include  the  wide  s])reading  city  with  its  many  churches,  public 
buildings,  beautiful  homes  and  finely  shaded  streets  on  every  side;  Lake 
ICrie  with  Point  Gratiot,  Plickoryhurst  and  Battery  Point  on  the  west  and 
north  ;  and  on  the  south,  the  ever-grand  Chautauqua  hills."  Mrs.  K.  M.  H. 
Ivlwards.    The  I^rie  Hotel  has  always  held  a  leading  position. 

Lawvicrs. — Charles  DeKalb  Murray,  for  many  years  the  leader  of  the 
l)ar  of  Cliautau(pia  county,  was  born  May  4,  1831,  at  Gilford,  Chenango 
county,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in  i860  and  practiced  law 
four  years  in  Hinsdale.  In  August,  1864,  he  came  here  and  has  since  prac- 
ticed law  in  Dunkirk.  He  was  delegate  for  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  to 
the  Democratic  national  convention  in  1884. 
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\V.  \V.  Holt  was  born  at  Sprin<^field,  Otse^^o  county,  September  24,  182 1. 
He  received  liis  education  in  the  common  schools  at  Gilbertsville  and  Clin- 
ton academies.  He  studied  law  in  hVedonia,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
the  Su|)reme  Court  in  iS.}^.  He  practised  law  in  this  county  over  40  years. 
He  was  an  upright  and  able  law>cr  with  an  extensi\e  practice.  He  was 
cor.nsel  for  the  Chautauqua  asseu]])ly  for  over  twelve  years  and  was  also 
counsel  for  the  free  association  of  Cassada.^M  lake.  He  died  September  18, 
1893.  Walter  I).  Holt,  son  of  W.  W.  Holt,  after  bein.i;-  admitted  to  the  bar, 
became  a  partner  in  his  father's  ])ractice  in  1879.  He  has  served  as  city 
counselor  since  18S3. 

iM-ancis  Smith  Ivhvards  was  born  May  28,  181 7.  He  received  an  acade- 
mic eilucation  and  then  entered  Hamilton  colle<^e.  After  leavin<i^  college  he 
read  law  in  Norwich  and  in  Sherburne,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New 
York  city  in  Ma\-,  1840.  October  8,  1840,  he  married  Julia  H.,  dau<j;-liter  of 
S(piire  \Yhite,  of  Fredonia.  After  practisini^  law  at  Sherburne  and  Albany 
"in  T851,  he  removed  to  Fredonia  and  afterwards  to  Dunkirk.  In  both  places 
he  practised  law  with  j^reat  success.  He  is  an  able  advocate  and  coun- 
selor and  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  the  j)rofession.  Amonj^  other  pul)lic 
positions  held  by  him  were  master  and  examiner  in  chancery  and  s])ecial 
surro;L;ate.  In  1853  he  was  elected  member  of  Congress  to  represent  Chau- 
tauqua and  CattarauL^us  C(mnties.  He  discontinued  practice  in  1892  and  has 
since  ])een  police  justice  of  Dunkirk.  While  in  Conj^ress  his  first  wife  died. 
October  7,  1858,  he  married  Eliza  M.,  dauj^^hter  of  E.  T.  Hatch,  of  Xiles, 
Mich.  Mrs.  Ivl wards  is  a  <;raduate  of  the  state  normal  colle<^e,  and  was  for- 
merl\-  a  teacher  in  the  Aul)urn  and  r''re(U)nia  academies.  She  is  a  lad\-  of 
literary  tastes  and  accomplishnieuts  and  a  writer  of  much  merit.  She  has 
1)een  for  several  years  the  Chautau(j!ia  count\'  correspondent  of  the  lUtlfnlo 
Courier  -MX^X  X<'ic  Yoi  k  Siui. 

Lester  V.  Stearns  was  born  July  27,  1856,  at  \'ilIenova.  He  is  a  son  of 
Crawford  and  L<>\i>a  Stearns.  He  was  educated  ft)r  his  profession  at  I'oiest- 
ville  aiul  Dunkirk,  Was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  April  17,  1882, 
and  loc.ited  at  Dunkirk  for  j^ractice  in  June,  1882.  He  is  the  senior  mem])er 
n!  the  fiini  of'*  Sle.uiis  v\  W.unet,"  estid>lishrd  in  Aptil,  |8<;(»,  and  has  been 
district  atlorney. 

I^lton  Dean  Warner,  born  July  23,  1867,  at  Yillenova,  is  tlie  son  of  I^ras- 
ttis  Dean,  and  Jane  K.  Warner  of  Forestville.  He  studied  law  with  "Holt 
»S:  Holt"  in  1885  and  1886,  with  Surro<.(ate  Sherman  of  Forestville  in  1887 
and  1888,  and  then  went  to  Cornell  University  School  of  Law  where  he  was 
i^raduated  in  June,  1889,  with  the  deo^ree  of  L.  L.  B.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  i^eneral  term  in  June,  1889,  at  Buffalo,  and  in  November,  1889 
he  commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Dimkirk  and  became  a  member  of  the 
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firm  of    Stearns  <S:  Warner''  in  April,  1890.     He  was  assistant  district 
attorney  from  Jannary,  1890,  nntil  Jannary  i,  1893. 

I'Ved  G.  Wynian,  son  of  W.  H.  and  IC.  R.  Wynian,  was  ])orn  in  Dunkirk, 
March  8,  1859.  He  read  law  with  C.  D.  Murray,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Rochester,  April  7,  1882,  and  practised  law  in  Dunkirk  until  Decem- 
ber, 1888.    He  resumed  practice  in  SeptemlK'r,  1893. 

S.  P.  Fox,  Leslie  A.  Pease,  and  H.  P.  Hishop  are  practisini^  lawyers. 

PiivsiciANS. — ( )f  the  physicians,  Dr.  Ivzra  Williams  was  the  first  in  Dun- 
kirk. He  came  in  1820.  He  was  born  in  Massachusetts.  His  wife  was 
the  daujL^hter  of  Rev.  Walter  Kim;",  of  Norwich,  Conn.  In  early  life  he 
moved  to  I'tica  where  he  commenced  the  ])ractice  of  medicine,  but  failinj^ 
liealth  determined  him  to  <^^o  to  Western  New  York.  A  few  small  buildings 
alon<^  I'ront  street  then  constituted  the  villai^e.  Central  .\ venue  was  then  a 
continuous  forest  Irom  Third  street  to  iMedonia.  The  (>nl\-  road  for  teams 
to  the  latter  villa;;e  was  one  running  westerh'  to  near  the  month  of  the  Can- 
adaway,  thence  to  P'^redonia  by  the  creek  road.  Dr.  Williams  was  a  promi- 
nent and  widely  known  physician,  and  in  his  prime  had  the  most  extensive 
practice  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  "  He  had  the  kindest  and  most 
sympathetic  of  natures."  He  was  postmaster  of  Dunkirk  in  John  Ouincy 
Adams'  administration.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Dunkirk 
Academy,  which  became  a  flourishing^  institution  of  learnin*;. 

Drs.  Day,  Daniel  Gould,  Thomas  P^'rame  and  others  were  here  ])rior  to 
1850.  Dr.  vSamuel  M.  Smith,  Dr.  Matteson  and  Dr.  H.  M.  T.  Smith,  now 
deceased,  were  popular,  well-known  physicians  of  a  later  period. 

Dr.  Henry  Raymond  Ro<^ers  was  born  in  .Maine  in  1822,  graduated  from 
JefTerson  Medical  Colle<^e  of  Philadel{)hia  in  1851,  and  in  1852  located  in 
Dunkirk  where  he  still  continues.  He  is  distint^uished  for  his  scientific 
investi<;ations,  and  his  ori<;inal  views  of  matter  and  the  laws  which  i^oNcrn 
it  are  now  attractin<^  the  attention  of  scientists.  He  maintains  that  all  ]>hy- 
sical  phenomena  without  exception  are  iransfoi  niations  of  electrical  ener«;\'. 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Cron\  n,  a  native  of  Canada,  residing;  in  Xew  York  from  boy- 
hood, entered  the  30th  Michi<^^an  Infantry  in  1864,  when  but  fifteen,  and 
served  thron<;h  the  war.  He  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of- 
the  University  of  Buffalo  in  1870;  was  surgeon  in  the  navy  from  1873  to 
1876.  In  1876  and  '77  Dr.  Cronyn  pnblished  the  Dituki'rk  Scffii-wcck/y 
Trihufic.  He  was  supervisor,  a  mem])er  of  the  city  council  and  board  of 
education,  .secretary  and  treasurer  of  Chautauqua  County  Medical  Society, 
and  a  member  of  the  board  of  censors,  state  medical  director  and  a  prominent 
official  in  the  G.  A.  R.    He  removed  to  Wisconsin. 

Dr.  F.  S.  Jackson  a  native  of  Syracuse,  has  resided  in  Dunkirk  from 
early  chiidhood.    He  coninienced  the  study  of  medicine  about  1870,  and, 
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after  a  thoroii<^h  course,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  New  York  six 
years  ago  and  located  in  this  city  for  practise. 

Dr.  Rollin  T.  Rolph,  son  of  William  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Willett)  Rolpli, 
was  born  at  French  Creek,  September  3,  1H51.  He  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Buffalo  in  1S73.  He  has  practised  in  Pennsylvania  and  Dakota. 
He  located  in  Fredonia  in  iSSS  and  now  has  an  office  in  Dunkirk.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Chautauqua  county  and  New  York  State  Medical  Associations. 

Dr.  Nathan  K.  IV-ardsly  was  born  at  Pine  \^alley,  studied  medicine  with  his 
uncle,  C.  C.  Johnson,  of  (  jowanda,  N,  V.,  graduated  from  the  University  of 
KufTalo  in  the  class  of  '89-^90,  and  served  one  )'ear  as  home  plu'sician  and 
surgeon  at  the  Ihiffalo  Cieneral  Hospital.  Siiice  then  he  has  been  located  at 
Dunkirk. 

Dr.  (leorgc  P>lackham  was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  Buffalo  University.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  the  eye,  ear,  throat  and 
nose,  and  is  a  scientific' investigator  in  the  microscopical  field. 

Dr.  Julien  Taintor  Williams,  fourth  child  of  Dr.  Iv^a  Williams,  was  born 
in  Dunkirk,  Novem])er,  1S29.  H*:  attended  the  PVedonia  academy  several 
years,  afterwards  taught  the  public  schools  of  Dunkirk,  and,  at  the  same  time 
was  employed  in  the  drug  store  of  Charles  P>eggs,  with  whom  he  learned 
that  business,  studied  medicine  with  his  father,  attended  lectures  at  I'ufTalo 
Medical  College,  and  at  the  medical  college  at  Castleton,  \'t.,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1S51.  He  returned  to  Dunkirk,  became  a  druggist  and 
])racticed  medicine.  He  married  the  same  >-ear,  Julia  K.,  daughter  of  K.  R. 
Thompson.  In  ^^58  he  was  elected  president  of  the  board  of  education  in 
which  he  was  continued  18  )-ears,  being  a  member  for  25  years.  He  was 
elected  president  of  the  village  several  years,  represented  Dunkirk  on  the 
l)oa!'d  (jf  suj)er\isors  three  years.  He  has  al\va\s  been  a  staunch,  active 
Republican,  "  never  did  an\  thing  on  haU'cs  "  and  ahva\'s  supported  his  views 
with  strength  and  ardor.  In  1865  and  in  18S5  he  represented  the  2nd  assem- 
bl\-  district.  He  has  ])cen  intimateh'  associated  with  every  goofl  work  and 
public  ini|>ro\'ement  whicii  tin's  cit\-  has  ever  seen  and  from  which  its  citizens 
are  (lail\'  receix  ing  full  benefits.  He  has  owned  and  edited  the  l'lvr)n)t<^ 
()Av.7TV7' and  /v//7y/<7- since  1888. 

Among  the  other  physicians  are  Dr.  D.  (f.  Ailing,  J.  J.  vSullivan,  J.  W. 
P«)nd  and  Isa])e]la  II.  Stanley.  A.  A.  Stone,  Byron  Rathbun,  H.J.  Howe 
and  Ivlward  II.  haiier.son  are  dentists. 

«  )lis  Stirnnan  was  the  ])ioneer  in  the  insurance  business,  which  he  estab- 
lished in  i8s^>  and  conducted  {ox  over  3s  years.  He  was  long  identified 
with  the  cit\'.  He  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  J.  (iifford.  Mr.  (iifford  was 
born  in  Ashtabula,  (  )hio,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Dunkirk  since  1854. 
Besi<les  insurance  he  has  a  real  estate  commission  business.  Mr.  (xilTord  has 
rejnesented    Dunkirk   u])on  the  Chautaiupui  count v  board  of  supervisors. 


DrXKIKK. 


545 


William  Zininiornian,  Charles  II.  Harris  and  J.  LyiiKiii  \'aii  lUircn  have  also 
been  Umix  in  the  insurance  ]>nsiness. 

The  business  of  photoi^rapliy  was  coiHiuenced  ().  Monroe  in  1S52.  (rif- 
ford's  art  i^allery  has  an  esta])lished  rc])utation.  Iix  ron  R.  (n'fTord,  a  native  of 
the  county  and  h^n^i;  in  the  1)usiness,  ]>urchase(l  Mr.  M<)nroi>''s  gallery  in  iSSi. 

Dunkirk's  lar^^est  nianufacturiuj^  establisiinient  is  the  Ihooks  Locomotive 
Works.  The  <;rounds  cover  nearly  20  acres,  i,or>o  workmen  are  employed 
and  the  works  have  a  capacity  of  250  or  300  en<;ines  per  \  ear.  It  i)ays  out 
weekly  $12,000,  and  its  annual  output  is  about  $2,500,000.  Tlie  excellency 
of  its  cnoiues  are  surpassed  by  none.  M.  L,  Hinman  is  president.  Marshall 
L.  Hinman,  son  of  Simeon  I>.  Hinman,  was  born  in  ICast  ( )tto,  X.  V.,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1841.  In  1S61  he  became  timekeeper  at  tlie  Dunkirk  shoj^s  of  the 
Krie  railroad,  in  1S64  he  was  appointed  division  clerk  of  the  northwestern 
division  of  the  Erie  road  with  ofiice  at  Hornellsville,  in  i^^y^  he  was  made 
chief  clerk  of  the  machinery  department  of  tlie  road  with  office  at  New 
York,  in  October  1S69  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  P>rooks 
Locomotive  Works  (at  organization),  in  1SS7  he  was  elected  \  ice-president 
and  treasurer  of  the  works,  and.  after  the  death  of  Ivlward  Nichols,  January 
7,  1892,  was  chosen  president  in  his  place,  and  continued  as  treasurer.  Mr. 
Himnan  has  been  j)resident  of  Dunkirk  board  of  education,  alderman,  presi- 
dent of  the  water  and  electric  li^ht  board,  and  mayor  for  three  terms.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Lake  Shore  National  Pjank,  and  has  been  a  nominee  of 
the  Democratic  party  for  state  senator.  His  family  consists  of  a  wife  and 
daui^diter,  his  only  son  haviuf^  died  in  188S. 

The  Martin  Anti-fire  Car  Heater  Company,  capital  stock  ^500,000,  was 
incorporated  in  1883,  with  W'illiam  Martin  president  and  Frank  E.  vSliaw, 
then  of  Sinclairvillc,  vice-president.  It  became  an  important  industry. 
William  Martin,  president  of  the  company,  was  born  in  Kn,!L^land  but  came 
to  America  in  his  childhood  and  learned  the  trade  of  machinist.  In  New 
Kn<;land  he  was  a  pupil  of  Prof.  James  T.  Ivlwards.  He  studied  theolo^^y 
and  became  an  elocpient  preacher.  He  came  to  Dunkirk  in  187 1  and  was 
put  in  charge  of  the  M.  Iv  church.  Some  years  later  he  invented  his  system 
of  car  heatin.L^.  It  was  first  adopted  and  used  by  the  Dunkirk  Alle<;any  Val- 
ley <S:  Pittsburgh  railroad,  and  was  afterwards  extensively  by  other  roads. 
A  fine  brick  structure  was  erected  in  Dunkirk  for  the  norks  adjoining  the 
Lake  vShore  tracks,  which  employed  75  hands. 

An  addition  was  made  to  the  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Dunkirk  in 
1890  by  the  organization  of  the  Harell  Steam  Heating  Company  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $40,000.  Richard  Harell,  its  founder,  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1880,  and 
accepted  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  Brooks  Ivoconiotive  Works.  In  1883 
he  patented  a  steel-plate  tubular  boiler  adapted  to  the  wanning  of  buildings. 
An  extensive  plant  to  manufacture  these  boilers  has  been  erected.  William 
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PI.  Harell,  son  of  Ricliard,  tlic  general  manag^cr,  was  born  in  Patterson,  N".  J., 
in  1S82.  He  learned  the  trade  of  machinist  in  the  Brooks  LoconiotiYe  Works. 
Tlie  Harell  vSleani  Heatin^Lf  Company  in  May,  1894,  was  succeeded  ])y  tlie 
riiitcd  Stall's  Radiator  Company,  of  which  R.  J.  Oross  is  ])rc'sidc'nt.  Mr, 
(iross  was  president  of  tlie  Harell  Steam  Meatln;^  Company',  and  has  Ion i;' 
I'een  aj^eiit  for  the  locomotive  works. 

In  iS^)i  the  Dunkirk  Rasket  Machine  Comj^an)',  Thomas  I'lesher  proprie- 
tor, was  foundu'd.  Mr.  IHcsher  was  born  in  hhi;4land  and  came  to  this  C'.>untrv 
in  184S.  J  R'  established  and  conducted  a  lar«;e  Inisiness,  and,  in  1S73,  retired, 
bein^-  succeeded  that  \  ear  by  his  soils,  G.  and  C.  H.  b'^lesher,  who  continued 
nnlil  iS-S,  when  the  father  a!^;ain  assumed  control.  hVoni  two  to  four  skilled 
workmen  are  employed  and  steam  is  used  as  motive  |)Ower.  All  kinds  of 
machinery  for  mannfactnrin*;'  fruit  aild  other  baskets  are  made. 

M.  J.  (>'I)onnell  Co's  i)lanin«4-  mill  was  founded  in  1S67  by  T.  O'Don- 
nell  ;  Richard  L.  Car\',  one  of  the  firnr,  is  a  leadini^;  and  inlluential  citizen, 
born  at  Roston,  in  luie  connty.  He  early  learned  the  printer's  trade  and 
pnblished  the  Cadaraitgjis  Wliii^.  He  moved  to  Dunkirk  in  1852,  and  has 
been  en;^aj;ed  in  hardware  and  flour  :)nd  feed  bnsiness.  He  has  been  post- 
master and  is  now  j^resident  of  the  board  of  water  connnissioners.  His  s(jn, 
Pliili])  I).  Car\',  is  a  member  of  "  P.  Ik  Cary  (S:  Co.,"  a  leading  liardware  firm. 

The  Dunkirk  Hiii^ineerinj^  Conipaii)',  niaiinfactnriiij^  entwines,  boilers  and 
(general  machinery,  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  cit\''s  industries, 
emploN'inii:  about  50  skilled  mechanics.  The  ]\Iulliolland  Sprinj^  Company, 
the  lumber  manufactories  of  Ikirber,  Sculh'  6c  Co.,  the  Dunkirk  Barrel  h'ac- 
tory,  the  Dunkirk  vShirt  Company  employing;-  100  women,  the  "Home" 
Steam  Laundry  emplo\  iii,<^  30  persons,  the  feed  mills  of  Coleman  c\:  Saun- 
ders, bhauk  May  and  D.  F.  Tooniey,  and  the  Dnnkirk  marble  and  <;raiiite 
works  are  others.  vS.  M.  Hamilton,  formerly  cashier  and  a<>ent  of  the  Ruf- 
falo  and  ICrie  railroad,  w'as  the  |)ioneer  of  the  coal  and  lumber  business  in 
Dunkirk.  He  died  several  }ears  a^^o.  Since  his  decease  the  business  has 
been  snccessfull\-  carried  on  b>'  his  widow,  Mrs.  Emma  Coleman  Hamilton. 
Mrs.  Hamilton  has  been  j^resident  of  the  Dunkirk  Woman's  Ivducational  and 
Industrial  Union  and  an  active  member  of  the  Woman's  Riterar)-  Club.  M. 
K.  McDonouoh,  J.  T.  Hoole  Co.,  P.J.  Mnlholland  cS:  Co.,  C.  J.  Alexander 
and  H.  H.  Roberts  are  other  firms  enj^a^ed  in  the  coal  business. 

T.  P.  Ileirenian  is  the  present  postmaster.  J.  C.  Ha^^^j^ett  is  the  collector 
of  the  United  vStates  customs  at  the  port  of  Dnnkirk.  Mr.  Haj^gett  was 
born  m  North  I^dj^ecomb,  Maine.  He  came  to  Dnnkirk  in  1861  where  lie 
was  et  iployed  in  the  New  York  and  Erie  repair  shop  and  as  locomotive  eno;i- 
neer.  Afterwards  he  had  charge  of  the  locomotive  and  car  department  of  the 
D.  A.  V.  P.  railroad,  and  was  superintendent  of  motive  power  and  machin- 
ery nntil  appointed  collector  in  1891. 


\ 


Dunkirk. 


547 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKirrCH. 

LANGLKV  I'ULI.AC.AR. 
15V  Rkv,  I-:.  l\  Al>AMS. 

The  cliaracter  of  a  city  being  but  tlie  sum  and  product  of  the  individual 
cliaracters  of  its  citizens,  every  man's  individuality  lias  a  i)eculiar  interest 
for  us.  Lan«;ley  FuUager  wrought  his  cliaracter  into  the  texture  of  this 
city  altogether  in  a  quiet  way.  A  prominent  banker,  devoting  his  energies 
to  banking,  during  his  thirty-eight  years  residence  here  he  held  no  public 
office,  for  it  was  known  that  he  would  accept  none.  His  devotion  to  what- 
ever business  he  had  in  hand  was  phenomenal,  and  it  has  been  remarked 
that  for  years  he  did  the  work  of  several  men.  He  had  some  favorite  say- 
ings in  accordance  with  which  he  fully  acted  :  Be  sure  you  are  right  and 
then  go  ahead  ;  "  *'  There  is  only  one  way  of  doing  a  thing  and  that  is  the 
right  way."  In  spite  of  a  splendid  constitution,  overwork  l)rought  on  ner- 
vous weakness  approximating  nervous  prostration.  Though  continuing  in 
business,  ill-health  induced  a  retiring  habit,  and  perhaps  an  indisposition  to 
ad(j]it  some  of  the  newer  methods  of  the  younger  race  of  business  men,  in 
whose  eyes  he  seemed  somewhat  over  cautious.  His  integrity  stood  forth  in 
bold  relief,  nor  could  any  one  question  his  superior  business  qualifications, 
as  well  as  other  qualities  which  go  to  make  a  strong  and  simple  character. 
He  was  also  very  successful. 

A  friend  Avrote  of  him  :  His  training  as  a  banker  led  him  to  state  facts 
with  simplicity,  accuracy,  directness,  and  in  few  words  ;  and  no  discount 
needed  ever  to  be  made  from  the  simple  face  of  what  he  said.  He  had  a 
native  conscientious  integrity,  and  his  honest  word  found  a  backing  in  his 
honest  face  and  manner,  while  his  good  judgment  made  him  a  reliable  and 
trusted  advisor.  He  accorded  to  others  their  full  dues,  and  in  turn  demanded 
his  own,  but  never  any  more.  He  was  the  soul  of  honor.  Crooks  and  gam- 
blers in  stocks  found  him  unpliable  to  their  purposes.  Of  a  tender  and 
nicely  sensitive  nature,  he  was  pleased  with  appreciation.  Indeed,  none 
knew  him  truly  who  did  not  know  how  keenly  susceptible  he  was  to  all  that 
is  honorable  and  magnanimous,  or  how  untruth  and  underhandedness  dis- 
gusted him.  So  disturbed  was  he  by  any  wrong  dealing  that  came  to  light, 
that  he  could  not  conceal  his  disapprobation  in  face  and  manner  if  not  in 
word.    This  earned  him  credit  for  being  a  man  of  strong  prejudices.    It  is 
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reinenibercd  that  when  specuhition  in  oil  was  rife  in  tliis  section  and  the 
'  bncket  shop  Mured  many  people  into  gamblinji;,  ]\Ir.  Kullagar  was  <^reatly 
exercised  over  the  mischief  and  public  demoralization  resultin<^  therefrom. 
He  had  faith  only  in  honest  work  and  the  <i^ains  of  legitimate  business/' 

Lanoloy  Fullaj^ar  spent  several  years  in  New  Orleans,  was  married  in 
1845,  "  came  to  Dunkirk  in  1854,  was  for  several  years  cashier  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Bank,  and  in  1882  orij^anized  the  Merchant's  National  IJank  of  which 
he  became  ])resident.  It  may  safely  be  afiirmed  that  in  the  history  of  Dun- 
kirk no  man  has  exercised  a  j^reater  influence  in  the  direction  of  business 
inte^i^rity,  than  did  Lanf,^le\'  Fullagar. 


PORTLAND, 

]K' HoKACH  C.  T.vvi.OK,  M.  I).  ( 

CHAPTER  LHI. 

Much  of  the  material  for  this  history  is  taken  from  tlie  writer's  "  History  of  Porthiiul,"  piihlisheJ  in  1S73. 

T}lll  original  town  of  Portland  comprised  the  present  towns  of  Portland, 
Westfield  and  Ripley,  and  was  taken  from  the  town  of  Chautauqua. 
The  act  defmin<^  its  l)Oundaries  was  passed  April  9,  1813.  Tlie  first 
town  meetiui;  was  directed  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Cass  in  West- 
field,  when  these  oflicers  were  elected  :  Supt'n  isor — Thomas  Prendenj;-ast. 
Totcfi  Clerk — Asa  Hall.  Assessors — Jonathan  Cass,  Oliver  Stetson,  David 
Katon.  Cofn'rs  0/  J/io/i'n'nys — John  Post,  Wm.  Hell,  James  Parker.  Col- 
lector — Samuel  Dickson.  (  'of//' rs  o/'Se/i(h)ls — Ro]>ert  Dickson,  Jabez  Hurlburt, 
David  Ivitou.  ///s/>e(/()/'s  (>/'  Sel/ools — Ivlijah  HaN'den,  Amos  Atwater,  James 
Parker.  Co/is/ables — Samuel  Dickson,  Asa  Hall.  Overseers  of  the  Poo/- — 
James  Mont^^omer)',  John  Brewer.  Portland  did  not  long-  remain  with  its 
first  boundaries.  So  ii^reat  was  the  influx  of  emigration  that  there  was  a 
demand  for  better  accomodations  for  the  transaction  of  public  business  and 
attendance  upon  elections.  In  181 5  a  project  for  a  division  was  discussed, 
and  resulted  in  an  act  passed  March  i,  181 6,  erecting  Ripley,  which  com- 
prised all  the  territory  of  the  towns  west  of  Chautauqua  creek  ;  all  east  of 
that  creek,  to  constitute  Portland.  Portland  and  Ripley  then  remained 
unchanged  until  1829.    The  town  meeting  in  1828  had  been  a  spirited  one, 

♦Mr.  I'ulhiKar  UKirrini  Mary  Anne  ,  (laiit^hter  of  John  B.  and  Harriet  I..  (Meloy)  Ko^,'ers  of  Chenan«o 
Forks,  N.  V.  Children,  Kli/alxth  K.  (Mrs.  D.  W.  AhelH  ,  Mary  I..  (Mrs.  K.  R.  Rice).  Harriet  I".  (Mrs  T.  T. 
Danforth  )  .  V.wy  K. 
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and  Elisha  Arnold,  livinj^  in  the  present  town  of  Portland,  liad  been  elected 
supervisor  in  opposition  to  a  prominent  citizen  of  Westfield,  and,  after  much 
a.q^itation,  a  vote  was  obtained  that  the  next  town  meetin;^  should  be  lield  at 
tlie  forks  of  the  P^rie  road  on  lands  of  ]Martin  Coney,  lot  34,  T,  5,  a  m(;re  cen- 
tral point.  The  spot  designated  was  covered  with  stum])s  and  fallen  timber, 
but  the  voters  had  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Cone\'thata  suitable  buildinj:;  should 
be  built  in  time  for  the  meeting;-,  and  a  tavern  hoiisc  of  ample  ])ro]K)rtions 
was  erected  durini^  the  season  and  occu])ied  by  Mr.  Cone\'.  This  buildin;^ 
is  still  standing;  and  is  the  residence  of  O.  J.  Crreen.  Tlie  town  election  for 
1828  was  the  occasion  of  a  movement  of  the  people  of  \Ve>UK  hl  and  vicinit\* 
for  another  dismemberment  of  Portland,  and,  an  act  was  pa^^c-d  Marcli  19, 
1 829,  ereclin;^-  Westfield. 

Portland  has  an  area  of  20,749  45-roo  acres,  and,  in  1892,  a  population  of 
2.423.  It  is  b(junded  on  the  Ufjrth  by  Lake  I'j  ie,  on  the  east  by  Pomfret,  on 
the  south  by  Stockton  and  Chautau(pia,  and  on  the  west  ])\-  Westfield.  Tlie 
leuj^^th  of  the  eastern  boundary  is  7  miles,  15  ro^ls  ;  the  southern  0  niiles,  240 
rods;  the  western  4  miles,  244  rods,  and  tlie  northern,  8  miles  and  62  rods. 
A  blufT  with  an  elevation  of  from  30  to  50  feet  extends  alon;^  the  lake,  a  i)or- 
tion  of  which  is  precipitous  and  rocky.  Two  t'»  three  miles  l^nckfrom  the  lake 
the  surface  is  level  or4:^ently  undulatin;^^.  The  soil  is  a  clay  h^am.  vSouth  of 
this,  eAteiidin,L]^  across  the  town  from  souihv/est  to  northeast,  is  a  strip  of 
sandy  or  <:;ravelly  soil,  about  one  mile  wide  sli;^ditly  elevated  from  the  loam 
of  the  lake  belt,  and  from  this  the  surface  rises  into  a  hilly  ridge,  a  ])art  of 
the  water-shed  between  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  valley,  and  those  of 
the  Mississippi  valley.  The  elevation  of  this  ri^lge  is  from  i/xx)  to  i,2«'X) 
feet  above  Lake  iCrie,  nearl\-  2,00:)  feet  above  ocean  tides.  So  gradual  is  the 
rise  that  the  whole  surface  is  capable  of  cultivation.  The  soil  here  is  mostly  a 
lieavy  clay-loam.  The  soil  of  the  wIkjIc  town  is  well  adapted  for  agriculture  ; 
tlic  south  part  for  dairying,  and  the  north  for  grain  aiul  iruit-growiug.  Xo 
town  in  the  county  stands  in  advance  of  it  in  the  average  valuatif>n  of  tlie 
land,  considering  its  adaptability  for  these  purj)o>es.  It  is  well  watered,  though 
there  are  no  large  streams.  The  space  bet wtfen  the  top  of  the  rid^re  and 
Lake  Plrie  is  so  siiort  that  the  accumulatir>n  of  water  is  <mall,  tlie  di-t.ince 
nowhere  being  over  six  miles.  In  summer  the  streams  dwindle  to  rivulets, 
and  niany  disa-ppear.  Large  springs  of  ])ure  water  are  i.umerous.  The  town 
is  washed  on  its  entire  northern  border  by  Lake  Kr'ic,  Mo^t  of  the  shr)re  is 
a  gravelly  beach,  but  a  portion  is  pc:rpendicular  rock  frr^in  50  to  60  feet  in 
height.  There  are  no  lakes  or  }X)nds  of  water  in  the  town,  Tlie  climate  is 
mild  and  salubrious.  The  mercury  ranges  from  98'^  above  to  to  8'-'  below 
zero.  The  lake  breezes  cool  tlie  atmosphere  in  >u]nmer  and  ren<ler  it  delight- 
fiii.  The  climate  is  subject  to  sudden  changes,  with  strong  wijids  mostly 
from  the  south  and  west.    Frosts  .seldom  come  so  early  in  the  fall  as  to  prove 


550 


History  ok  Chautat'qua  County,  N.  Y. 


detrimental  to  iiiaturiiiji^  crops,  and  tlie  earlier  snows  usually  fall  upon  the 
green  and  growing  grass.    Snow  seldom  falls  heaYily. 

The  town  has  no  special  features  or  rugged  aspects  to  attract  the  attention 
or  charm  the  sight,  no  frightful  gulfs,  steep  precipices  or  silver  lakes,  yet 
from  the  summit  of  the  southern  highlands  the  view  of  Lake  Erie  and  the 
intermediate  section  is  exceedingly  beautiful.  From  this  elevation  in  the 
west  part  may  be  seen  Wcstfield,  Barcelona,  Brocton  and  Centerville  ;  and, 
from  a  i)oint  farther  east,  P'redonia  and  Dunkirk  ;  and,  in  favorable  states  of 
the  atmosphere,  the  position,  and  a  dim  outline  of  Buffalo.  The  view  of  the 
lake  dotted  with  vessels,  with  here  and  there  a  towering  steamer,  the  Lake 
Shore  and  Xew  York,  and  Chicago  »S:  St.  Louis  railroads  for  over  20  miles 
with  trains  of  passengers  and  freight,  the  Western  Xew  York  c\:  Pennsylvam'a 
railroad  winding  its  wa)'  among  and  over  the  hills,  the  busy  scenes  of  an 
act.i\-e  population  enga;^ed  in  farm  and  \'ine\'ard  lile,  the  fine  dwellings 
thickly  studding  the  exte  nded  landscape,  the  marts  of  trade,  and  the  churches, 
with  spires  ])ointing  heax'enward,  is  a  prospect  ;it  once  beautiful  and  elevating. 
The  view  from  the  lak.e  border  south,  with  the  hills  as  a  background,  is 
scarcely  less  fascinating. 

Xo  traces  of  human  occupancy  existed  at  the  advent  of  the  first  settlers  in 
1804.  Indians  were  often  seen,  but  they  were  wandering  bands  in  search  of 
game,  who  made  fre([uent  encampments  here.  Evidences  exist  however  of  a 
prehistoric  occupation  by  a  race  of  ])eople  far  more  civilized  than  we  have 
been  dis])osed  to  consider  were  the  Xorth  American  Indians.  An  old  fort  and 
numerous  roadwa\s  are  yet  to  be  traced.  (vSee  page  45.)  The  pioneers 
found  the  dense  forests  well  tenanted  with  the  bear,  wildcat,  deer,  bea\'er,  fox, 
rabbit,  porcupine,  woodchuck,  raccoon,  muskrat,  skunk,  and  numerous  smal- 
ler animals.  vSome  of  these  formed  the  principal  part  of  the  diet  of  the 
earlier  settlers,  and  in  many  instances  was  the  onl\-  fo<^d  they  had  for  da)S 
and  sometimes  lor  weeks. 

vSi:'i"nj:.Mi:N"r. — ^^james  Dunn,  f^-om  Lycoming  cotmty,  Pa.,  settled  near 
Mead\'ille  in  iSo^",  and  brought  his  family  to  Portland  early  in  1S05,  and 
was  the  first  settler.  His  first  land  contract,  made  in  1804,  was  for  1,150  acres 
at  $2,50  per  acre,  and  comprised  lots  30-31-34-38  and  part  of  lot  25,  T.  5,  as 
afterwards  surveyed,  the  choicest  land  in  town.  He  afterwards  ''booked" 
land  bringing  his  estate  to  2,002  acres.  He  had  six  children,  and  built  his 
first  shanty  on  ]oi  31,  T.  5,  near  the  present  residence  of  E.  P.  Taylor.  In 
18(^6  he  ])uilt  a  sul)siantial  log  house  further  south  on  lot  30  on  the  road 
surveyed  in  1805,  where  he  opened  a  tavern  in  1808.  He  sold  his  land  to 
Settlers,  kee])ing  onl\  iKn)  acres  for  his  home.  He  died  October  23,  1838; 
his  wife  died  October  23,  1850.  The  first  deed  in  town  was  executed  by 
Mr.  Dunn,  and  conveyed  46  acres,  part  of  lot  25,  T.  5,  to  Xathan  P\iy.  '  Mr. 
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Dunn  was  a  soldier  of  tlie  Revolution,  an  excellent  citizen,  and  his  wife  a 
noble  specimen  of  a  pioneer's  helpmate. 

Other  early  settlers. — 1S06.  Nathan  Fay,  lot  25,  T.  5  ;  Klisha  Fay  also 
lot  25,  T.  5  ;  Peter  Kane,  lot  3S,  T.  5  ;  John  Price,  lot  38,  T.  5  ;  P>enjamin 
Hutchins,  lot  41,  T.  5;  David  Iviton,  lot  37,  T.  5  ;  Nathaniel  I'ay  came  this 
year  and  located  in  iSio  on  lot  12,  T.  5.  i<So7.  James  Parker,  lot  37,  T.  5  ; 
Joseph  Correll,  lot  29,  T.  5  ;  Nathan  Crosby,  lot  33,  T.  3.  iSoS.  l^'astus^ 
Taylor,  lot  34,  T.  5.  1.809.  Roe  (roldsmith,  lot  7,  T.  3,  afterward  lots  5  and 
6,  T.  5  ;  Jeremiah  Klumj^h,  lot  19,  T.  5,  afterward  lot  62,  T.  4  ;  Kufus  Perry, 
lots  33,  T.  5  ;  Daniel  H.  CrranL^er,  lot  37,  T.  5  ;  Andrew  Kcisc'v,  lot  55,  T,  4  ; 
David  Joy,  lot  33,  T.  5  ;  Peter  Iii.L;ersoll,  lot  41,  T.  3  ;  Parsons  Taylor,  lot 
34,  T.  5;  Jared  Taylor,  lot  63,  T.  4.  iSio.  Perry  Hall,  loi  (,2,  T.  4,  after- 
ward lot  32,  T.  4;  Daniel  liarnes,  lot  3,  T.  5  ;  Jeremiah  Potler,  lot  22,  T.  3, 
afterward  lot  33,  T.  3;  Absalom  Harris,  lot  33,  T.  5.  iSir  Wilder  I'jner- 
son,  lot  35,  T.  4;  Jonathan  Hnreh,  lot  62,  T.  4;  Ivlijah  \\\\\  lot  20,  T.  5; 
Wm.  Perry,  lot  25,  T.  5  ;  Hollis  Isiy,  lot  13,  T.  5,  afterward  l(»t  42,  T.  5  ; 
John  OniL;ley,  lot  30,  T.  5;  Calvin  P)arnes,  lot  33,  T.  5.  181 2.  Chester  Ihish- 
nell,  lot  53,  T.  4;  vSanford  Haines,  lot  62,  T.  4.  1813.  Hiram  Fish,  lot  54, 
T.  4,  afterward  lot  33,  T.  4.  181 4.  Lemuel  ^Tunson,  lot  53,  T.  4;  Cephas 
Rrainard,  lot  29,  T.  3  ;  John  R.  Coney,  lot  19,  T.  3.  18 13.  Moses  vSa<;e,  lot 
13,  T.  5;  Heman  ICly,  lot  62,  T.  4;  Zimri  Hill,  lot  12,  T.  3;  Ahira  Hall, 
lot  4,  T.  5,  afterward  lot  3,  T.  5.  1816.  Solom<.)n  Coney,  lot  21,  T.  3  ;  Rich- 
ard Williams  lot  23,  T.  5  ;  Wm.  Dunham,  lot  27,  T.  3  ;  vSimou  I^urlon,  lot 
27,  T.  5;  Isaac  T>aldwin,  lot  36,  T.  3;  Zadoc  ^^artin,  lot  3,  T.  3.  1817. 
Oliver  vSpafford,  lot  22,  T.  5  ;  Jewelt  Prime,  lot  16,  T.  3.  1821.  David 
Hurlbut,  lot  18,  T.  3  ;  Wolcott  Colt,  lot  1 7,  T.  3  ;  Joshua  Cros])y,  lot  14, 
T.  3.     1823.  Isaac  Howe,  lot  10,  T.  3.     1823.  J.  S.  West,  lot  17,  T.  3. 

38  families  had  become  residents  before  the  War  of  181  2,  and  of  these 
the  followin<;  were  soldiers:  David  Eaton,  John  and  William  Ini;ersoll, 
Hiram  P»urch,  I^rastus  and  Jared  Taylor,  P^lisha  and  Nathaniel  I^iy,  Iv/ra 
and  Moses  Joy,  Calvin  P>arnes,  William  Dunn,  Andrew  Kelsey,  Hollis  I\ay, 
San  ford  and  Huram  Haines  and  David  P>.  Orau^^er.  13  came  in  duriujj^  the 
war,  and  at  its  close  a  business  center  was  demanded.  This  had  been  dis- 
cussed and  it  seemed  probable  that  one  would  be  made  on  lot  23  T.  3.  A 
postoffice  was  established  here  in  1814,  and  for  some  years  it  had  ])een  called 
Portland  Center.  Stron;^  efforts  were  made  to  induce  settlers  lo  locate  aloni; 
the  P>ie  and  south  roads,  but  the  drift  of  settleuient  was  farther  north,  and 
the  center  had  to  be  located  north  of  those  thorou.i;h fares.  Those  who  mani- 
fested the  i^reatest  interest  and  enerj^'^y  in  the  location  were  Ivli.sha  Vi\y  and 
Parzillia  P>arker,  who  were  a  mile  from  any  road.  .\  dismal  blackash  swamp 
occupied  the  site  of  Procton,  and  an  old  settler  writes  that  in  1822  *' the 
houses  were  scattered  all  throuj^h  the  woods  and  we  found  our  way  by  marked 
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trees,  and  where  Portland  Center  now  is  was  the  thickest  woods  I  ever  saw." 
The  road  tlironj^h  these  villages  was  snrveyed  in  18}  5.  When  the  town  was 
surveyed  into  lots  in  1804,  by  order  of  the  Holland  Company  a  road  six  rods 
wide,  called  the  Erie  road,  was  donated  to  the  settlers.  This  they  called  the 
Kllicott  road.''  It  was  nearly  parallel  with  the  present  "south  road."  In 
1817  the  "  Nia<^ara  .S:  Chautauqua  Turnpike  Company"  was  chartered  to 
bu.ild  a  turu]>ike  from  Buffalo  throut;h  Erie  and  Chautaucpia  counties.  It 
w\as  never  surveyed. 

SuPKRVisORS. — 1814  Tiiomas  Prendergast ;  1815-16-17,  David  Eaton; 
1818-19-20-1-2-3-4-5-6,  'Thomas  I>.  Campbell;  1827-8-9,  Elisha  Arnold; 
1830,  Nathaniel  I"ay ;  1831-2,  Elisha  Arnold;  1833-4-5,  David  Eaton; 
1836,  Asa  Andrews;  1837-8-9,  Timothy  Judson  ;  1840,  Asa  Andrews; 
1841-2-3,  Timothy  Judson;  1844,  Elisha  Norton;  1845,  John  R.  Coney  ; 
1846-7,  Timotln-  Judson  ;  1848,  Ivbenezcr  Harris  ;  1849,  Timothy  Jud- 
son ;  1850,  Asa  P>lo()d  ;  1851,  John  R.  Coney;  1852-3-4,  Timothy  Jud- 
son; 1855,  Charles  A.  !\Iar,>h  ;  1856,  Darwin  G.  Goodrich;  1857,  Ralph 
I).  Fuller;  185S,  Darwin  G.  Goodrich;  1859,  Horace  C.  Taylor;  i860, 
Gurdon  Taxlor ;  186 1-2,.  Horace  C.  Taylor;  1863-4,  Allxjrt  Haywood; 
1865-6,  Joseph  I>.  Fay;  1867-8,  All^ert  Eaton;  1869,  Jose])h  E.  Harris; 
1870-1-2-3-4-5-6-7,  Theodore  vS.  Moss;  1878,  Horace  C.Taylor;  1879,  J.  A. 
H.  Skinner.  18S0-1-2-3-4,  Herman  J.  Dean;  1885-6,  Elisha  H.  Fay;  1887-8, 
Theodore  C.  Moss;  18S9-90,  Prewer  D.  Phillips;  1891,  Augustus  Plood  ; 
1892,  Prewer  I).  Pliillips;  1893,  Oscar  L.  Porter;  1894,  Charles  P'urman. 

The  first  inail  route  extended  from  Buffalo  to  Erie.  It  was  established 
in  i8c>5,  but  luA  operated  until  1806.  John  lulwards  was  the  first  carrier, 
and  carried  the  nuiil  in  his  hat.  The  route  '.hrough  I'ortland  was  at  first 
o\-er  "  Paiue's  road,"  aftei  ward  over  tliat  su!  veyed  in  1805  by  James  McMahan. 
P)efure  iS::i  tlie  mail  was  carried  on  foot  or  on  liorseback,  hUer  in  a  covered 
wagon  until  the  introduction  of  regular  coaches,  which  were  first  run  from 
ICrie  to  P>unalo  in  iS2tj.  Tlie  first  stage  coach  driven  through  Portland  on 
tile  UDitli  road  was  ]>y  Thomas  (juigle)-  in  1.S27.  The  first  i)ostoftice  was 
"  Portland  located  :i.t  the  first  Center.  CaK'in  Parnes  was  ])ostmaster.  His 
commission,  now  in  tlie  \\TiLer\s  ])ossession,  bears  date  December  13,  181 4. 
The  ofliee  was  tliscontinued  September  2,  1829.  "North  Portland"  ])Ost- 
office,  e-tabli^hed  Sej)lember  3,  i.'-^28,  was  first  kept  by  Moses  vSage  in  the 
house  now  the  residence  of  J.  N.  Porter  half  a  mile  east  of  Procton.  In  1830 
it  was  removed  to  tlie  Cone\-  farm,  in  1835  to  Portland  Center  and  changed 
to  Poi  tland.'"  John  R.  Cone\-  succeeded  Mr.  Sage  as  postmaster,  and  held 
the  office  until  1849.  ''Salem  X  Roads"  ])ostoffice  was  established  February 
16,  TS35,  wit  11  Daniel  Howell  postmaster.  The  office  was  in  liis  tavern  on 
Main  and  NiMlh  Division  streets,  P)rocton.  Sei)teinber  7,  1857  the  names  of 
l)otli  (,»flice  and  village  were  changed  to  Procton. 
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ScHOOi^. — The  first  term  of  school  was  taii^i^ht  by  Anna  Eaton,  in  the 
spring  of  1810,  in  a  farm  bnilding  on  Mr.  Dunn's  place.  A  log  schoolhouse 
was  built  the  same  season,  where  Augustine  Klunq^h,  who  was  the  only 
teacher  in  this  house,  taught  the  next  winter.  This  stood  near  the  site  of 
the  old  stone  school  house  in  district  No.  3.  No  schools  were  established  by 
law  until  1814,  but  the  people  have  always  been  proud  of  their  schools.  They, 
have  ever  been  of  a  higli  order  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  another  town 
of  like  population  that  has  furnished  so  many  first-class  teachers.  The 
Union  School  at  Hrocton  (No.  6),  is  e(pial  to  any  of  its  class.  In  1892  it 
was  made  a  mem])er  of  the  State  University.  In  1832  an  academy  was 
established  as  a  private  enterprise  l)y  Jacob  Whitman.  An  academy  build- 
ing (now  a  ]->art  of  the  residence  of  J.  L.  Hatch)  was  built  in  1834,  and  the 
school  was  noted  for  its  efficiency  for  some  }'ears,  when  it  was  discontinued. 
C.  H.  lyd  Hatt  and  vS.  H.  Shaw  were  among  its  early  teachers. 

T//r  Portlauil  Library  Association  was  incorporated  November  9,  1824, 
with  forty-seven  corporators.  ,<ioo  were  expended  in  books  mi'ler  the 
superintendence  of  the  first  board  of  trustees,  who  were  Cephas  lhainard, 
Nathaniel  Fay,  Jesse  Baldwin,  Parsons  Tayh^r,  John  R.  Coney,  Ivbenczer 
Harris,  David  Katon.  This  library  was  kept  up  for  many  years  and  answered 
well  the  pur])oses  of  its  existence.  On  the  introduction  of  school-district 
libraries  it  was  discontinued.  The  influence  of  this  old  librar\"  was  long  felt 
in  the  awakened  taste  for  good  reading  and  in  tlie  eminent  intelligence  of 
the  people. 

James  Parker  built  and  operated  the  first  tannery  in  town  in  1807  on  lot 
37,  T.5.  Others  were  ])ui]t  by  John  Tower  in  1820,  lot  34,  T.  5  ;  Kimiey 
in  1826  at  Ih'octon  ;  J.  C.  Haight  and  llar\'ey  Williams  in  i'^3'')  at  Proeton. 
Tliis  l)uilding  is  now  occu[)ied  as  a  grape-basket  factor)'  b\-  Creorge  Noble. 
Simon  Purton  built  a  small  rude  gristmill  at  the  mouth  of  vSli]^per\-  Rock 
creek  in  181 7.  vSeven  gristmills  have  been  built  in  town  ;  the  only  one  now 
is  the  feed  mill  at  Procton.  A  carding  machine  was  built  at  Portland  Center 
in  1825,  Orrin  P\)rd,  owner  of  the  Laona  wo(jlen  faetorw  The  first  roll 
was  carded  that  year  by  Jared  Risley.  It  was  afterward  owned  ])y  G.  R. 
Jewett  and  occupied  by  \'incent  Dunn.  I>ut  two  eider  mills  were  built  in 
town  ;  the  first  by  Cal\-in  15arnes  in  1854  ;  the  second  l)y  Dea.  h^lijah  P'ay  in 
T830.  A  book  bindery  was  esta])lished  at  Portland  Center  in  184}  by 
Vashni  Millet,  and  removed  to  P'redonia  in  18^8.  ,| 

The  first  store  ()])ened  in  the  j)resent  town  was  kei)t  by  Thomas  Klumph 
in  181  7  on  lot  37,  T.5,  and  was  in  a  small  nxjm  in  one  corner  of  his  fatlier's 
log  house.  W'ry  few  goods  were  ke])!,  and  those  of  tl>e  Yankee  notion  " 
kind.  The  seron<l  store  was  opened  l)y  A.  V,  vSiKer  in  1830  at  the  old 
Portland  Center.  Tlic  first  store  in  Procton  was  opened  by  Dr.  Daniel 
Ingalls  and  Joseph  Lockwood  in  1830.    From  that  time  to  the  present  nearly 
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lOO  persons  have  conducted  merchandising,  among  them  B.  F.  Post,  Chann- 
cey  linlburt,  H.  A.  S.  Thompson,  Thompson  &  White,  Tliompson  &  Wells, 
C.  S.  Ogden,  A.  S.  Moss,  Hall  &  vSouthwick,  R.  S.  Morrison,  R.  S.  &  O. 
r^Iorrison,  J.  H.  ^:  W.  L.  Minton,  Alinton  cS:  Richardson,  Morrison  (S:  Moss, 
T.  v^.  Moss  and  Mark  Haight,  C.  S.  Oi-den  and  J.  A.  Hnnt,  D.  Baker,  Raker 
«S:  Fnrman,  C.  O.  Fnrman,  A,  J.  .Mericle.  Thonvas  Klumph  was  the  pioneer 
mereliant  at  Portland  Center  as  well  as  of  the  town,  opening  a  store  in  1832. 
vSince  then  some  56  persons  have  engaged  in  the  business  at  that  point,  a  few 
of  whom  are  :  Joseph  Lockwood  in  Lock  wood  »S:  Showerman  1835, 

Horace  T^ockwood,  1836,  Harmon  Smith,  A.  Abrams,  vS.  C.  Riley,  1845,  vS. 
C.  Rile)' and  A.  I'arlon,  1846,  Amos  Parlon  »^  I>ro.  in  1850,  Amos  Barton  in 
1851,  Curlis  Wilbur  1849,  R.  I).  I-uller  1850,  P.  Mericle  and  S.  C.  Riley, 
1855,  followed  by  A.  Andrews,  Caleb  Criiswold,  V.  Tower,  P.  Barber,  PhiUer 
vK:  Townsend,  hhiller  »S:  Barnhart,  Phdler,  i^Iericle  tS:  Barnliart,  A.  J.  Mericle, 
Julius  Dunham,  T.  Rolnh  c\:  Dodge,  T.  Rolph,  I.  Shattuck,  Dr.  T.  C.  Wilson, 
(drugs),  IC.  T.  Harris  and  others. 

Pre\-ious  to  1824  settlers  obtained  medical  aid  from  Westfield  or  hVedouia. 
Dr.  Daniel  Ingalls  located 'that  year  at  the  Corners,  now  Ih'octon.  Dr.  Silas 
P(>meroy  came  in  1828,  as  did  Dr.  Aaron  Wilbur,  Dr.  Jiunes  liall  in  1832, 
Dr.  vSaunders  1837,  Dr.  vSwartwood  1839,  Dr.  Barnes  1842,  Dr.  Marcnm 
1841,  Dr.  Daniel  Henn  i^t,^^,  Dr.  W.  (x.  Wolcott  1838,  Dr.  Austin  1843,  Dn 
James  A.  Hall  1844,  Dr.  Lemuel  Clark  1845,  Dr.  Rose  1845,  Thomas 
Cushing  1848,  Dr.  M.  vSimons  1849,  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor  1849,  Mclntyre  in 
the  fifties,''  Dr.  Wm.  Skinner  1861,  Dr.  H.  J.  Dean  1857,  Dr.  N.  H.  P>arnes 
1861,  Dr.  T.  C.  Wilson  1869,  Dr.  B.  vS.  Swetland*  1888,  Dr.  G.  Ellis  1891. 

P^ranz  C.  lyCwis,  son  of  Albert  W.  and  Sarah  J.  Lewis,  a  native  of  Har- 
mony, was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Piuffalo  in  January,  1894,  and  located  in 
Ih'octon  in  as  a  lawyer  l'ebruar\',  1894. 

Railroads. — Rarely  is  a  small  town  furnished  with  better  railroad  facil- 
ities. It  has  three  trunk  lines.  Lake  Shore  Michigan  Southern,  New 
York,  Chicago  v\:  vSt.  Louis  (Xickel  Plate),  and  W^estern  New  York  &  Penn- 
sylvania. 30  passenger  trains  pass  daily  at  present  (Augu.st,  1893),  on  tlie 
Lake  Shore  road,  20  of  them  sto])ping  at  P>rocton,  its  only  station  in  town, 
and  40  freight  trains,  of  which  only  four  stop.  The  "Xickel  Plate"  has 
two  stations — Brocton  aiul  Portland.  vSix  passenger  trains  pass  daily  on  this 
road,  fi\'e  stopping,  and  20  freight  trains,  two  only  stopping.  The  W.  N.  Y. 
«^  P.  railroad  has  two  stations,  Brocton  and  Prospect,  where  14  of  its  16 
daily  passenger  trains  sto]),  and  all  of  its  six  freight  trains. 

*r.L!ii.iniiii  S.  Swctlaiul.  M.  I).,  sun  ot'  Saiifonl  and  Klioda  (Moore)  Swttland,  was  born  in  Middlcficld, 
Ot^eso  county,  March  15,  1^54.  Hi-  was  cdiicitcd  for  his  profession  at  tlie  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  IJuflalo,  recelvci!  his  decree  of  M.  1).  at  Huffalo,  l"el»ruary  2'x  in7S,  i)ractised  nietlicine  in  Stockton  and  Tort- 
land,  estalilishcil  himself  in  V.rocton  in  April,  i  -^s,  and  is  a  nieinher  of  the  Chautannua  County  Medical  Society- 
He  married  i;va  C.  Muiison. 
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The  first  attempt  to  market  Iinii/)er. — In  1805  the  entire  area  of  Portland 
was  covered  witli  a  heavy  s^rowth  of  timber,  and  tlie  settlers  for  many  years 
resorted  to  every  means  to  dispose  of  the  heavy  burthen.  The  writer  well 
remembers,  as  late  as  182.7,  o^*  seeing  some  of  the  finest  cypress  trees,  that 
today  would  be  worth  i>r50  each,  cut  down  and  committed  to  the  flames. 
The  best  luml)er  was  worth  no  more  than  <4.oo  per  M.  As  a  matter  of  con- 
venience and  to  save  a  ])ortion  of  this  fine  timl)cr  that  in  the  jn'ocess  of  clear- 
ing- would  otherwise  be  destroN  cd,  sawmills  were  built  on  the  small  streams 
and  lar^e  amounts  were  cut  out.  27  sawmills  have  been  built  within  the  j^res- 
ent  town,  nine  of  them  previous  to  1825.  These  last  were  built  by  William 
Dunham,  in  1816;  Closes  Saj^e,  1816;  vSimon  lUirton,  1817;  llollis  and 
Pvlijah  Pay,  181 7;  Oliver  vSpafford  (Oi^deus),  1820;  Daniel  \'ail,  1821  ;  Reu- 
ben and  Krastus  Taylor,  1824;  Nathaniel  Pay,  1824;  Oliver  I^lliott,  1819-20. 
The  mill  of  Mr.  Sa<;e  was  built  at  Brocton,  then  without  a  name,  near  the 
main  street,  and  Mr.  Dunham's  near  the  mouth  of  Dunham's  creek,  and  lum- 
ber from  this  last  mill  was  the  first  for  which  an  outside  market  was  sought. 
The  sawmills  in  o])eration  in  1893  ^^'^  P>urr's,  CrandalTs  (steam)  at  Hrocton, 
and  Conner's  at  Portland.  There  have  been  22  sawmills  using  water[)ower 
and  seven  propelled  by  steam  built  in  town  from  first  to  last. 

In  1825  Charles  Dunham,  son  of  William,  and  iv<:)renzo  Powell,  pro})osed 
to  test  thj  |)racticability  of  running  lumber  by  the  lake  to  lUilTalo,  and  in 
]\Iay  they  drew  10,000  feet  from  Dunham's  mill  to  the  mouth  of  Slippery- 
Rock  creek  and  constructed  a  raft  of  amj)le  proportions,  binding  it  well  with 
withes.  They  also  proposed  to  combine  pleasure  with  business  and  \vitness 
the  execution  of  the  three  Thayers  at  Bufialo  June  7.  The  raft  cost  them 
$65,  and  from  the  profits  they  expected  to  pay  their  expenses  and  have  a  con- 
siderable sum.  On  the  3d  of  June  the  raft  was  completed.  It  was  to  be  kept 
near  the  shore  and  propelled  by  setting-poles.  On  the  4th  the  sun  rose 
bright  and  the  day  seemed  all  they  could  desire.  Mr.  Powell  went  on  board 
with  a  box  well  filled  with  provisions,  and  Mr.  Dunham  brought  a  large  jug 
of  whiskey.  It  did  not  occur  to  ^ither  that  they  would  need  more.  The 
fastenings  were  cast  ofT,  and  they  were  afioat,  when  a  south  wind  came  up, 
and  they  were  blown  out  into  the  lake  beyond  the  reach  of  their  poles  and 
were  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  the  waves.  During  the  day  they  were 
driven  several  miles  from  land.  Night  came  on,  the  wind  changed,  and  blew 
with  considerable  force  from  the  west,  and  then  the  northwest.  The  raft  was 
almost  continnally  submerged,  and  during  the  night  it  went  to  pieces,  and 
most  of  the  lumber  was  let  loose  upon  the  lake.  The  two  ends  of  the  raft, 
however,  being  bound  securely,  remained  intact,  and  Mr.  Powell  secured  as 
best  he  could  his  box  of  provisions  upon  one  end  and  awaited  the  closing 
event  which  he  felt  sure  would  soon  come.  Mr.  Dunham  was  ecpially  care- 
ful in  regard  to  the  jug  of  whiskey  on  the  other  end  of  the  raft.    Until  dawn 
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they  were  within  hailing  distance,  and  each  nnusually  heavy  sea  was  the 
occasion  of  a  resort  to  the  jn<^by  its  custodian,  while  Mr.  Powell  was  obi iji^ed 
to  content  himself  with  his  brown  bread  and  water.  Thus  they  rode  out  the 
night,  every  moment  expecting  to  be  themselves  participants  in  an  execution 
quite  different  from  the  one  they  had  started  out  to  witness.  Late  the  next  day, 
however,  they  were  blown  upon  the  beach  near  Canadaway  creek,  possibly 
half  a  mile  apart.  The  unfavorable  ending  of  their  venture  and  their  damp 
condition  by  no  means  dampened  their  desire  to  witness  the  execution.  The 
jug,  being  empt\',  was  left  on  the  beach,  but  the  water-soaked  provisions 
were  transferred  to  capacious  [Kjckets  and  they  wended  their  way  through 
the  forest  to  the  stage  road  east  of  Fredonia  where  the\'  boarded  a  Pennsyl- 
vania four-horse  covered  wagon  for  liuffalo,  and  witnessed  the  awful  triple 
execution.  They  returned  home  claiming  that  their  experience  was  worth 
all  it  had  cost  them,  and  with  a  good  deal  of  earnestness  insisted  that  men 
of  correct  moral  sentiment  "should  and  would  never  "  desire  to  witness  the 
execution  of  a  human  being.  The  provisions  they  took  from  home  were  all 
they  had  until  their  return.  After  this,  previous  to  1841,  several  attempts 
were  made  to  raft  lumber  to'Puffalo,  but  no  raft  ever  reached  its  destination. 
In  1841  a  successful  attempt  was  made  to  dispose  of  the  lumber  of  the  mills 
near  the  lake.  In  1840  Cyrus  and  David  (  joodwin  and  Alvah  Millett  rebuilt 
the  Oliver  vSpafTord  mill,  and  c(jmmenced  cutting  whitewood  lumber  on  a 
large  scale.  In  the  winter  of  1840-41,  the)'  built  a  canal  boat  at  the  mouth 
of  the  creek,  in  May  loaded  it  with  hunber  mostl\-  chair  plank.  It  was  poled 
for  a  short  distance,  taken  in  tow  by  a  small  steamer  for  Buffalo,  and  then 
went  through  the  ICrie  canal  t(.)  .Vlbau)'.  The  trij)  was  successful,  and  three 
or  four  otliers  were  made  the  same  season,  and  two  or  three  in  iS.|2. 

It  might  be  snppo-;e(l  that  as  the  town  is  boimded  on  the  ncjrth  by  so 
large  a  Ixxly  of  water  that  tlie  settlers  W(juld  engage  quite  early  in  building 
lake  craft  ;uid  in  transportation.  Such  however  was  not  the  fact.  The 
town  has  no  harbors  except  a  portion  of  the  little  bay  at  \'an  Ihiren,  and  no 
large  craft  can  closely  aj^pnjach  tlie  shore  with  safet\'.  Aside  from  the  build- 
ing of  the  canal  boat  ver\'  little  has  been  done  in  this  direction,  though  in 
1S24  Joshua  Crosby  and  vSimon  I^urton  built  a  boat  at  the  barn  of  Mr. 
Crosl>y  near  Ihoclon,  which  was  taken  to  Chautancpia  lake  on  trucks.  In 
this  they  made  a  trip  to  New  Orleans.  In  1837  Obed  Crosb\'  Imilt  a  small 
sloop  to  bring  lime  stone  fr<>m  Canada.  It  was  a  small  alTair  and  made  but 
one  successful  trip  before  the  \-essel  was  wrecked.  As  a  rule  all  the  citizens 
engaged  in  agricultural  ]Mirsuits  ;  a  few  drifted  away  fiom  tlieir  homes, 
engaged  in  navigation,  and  became  rated  as  commanders  of  sailing  craft  on 
the  lake. 

The  town  has  three  postofllces,  "  Procton,"  Portland  "  and  Prosj)ect.*' 
It  has  seven  churches.    It  has  five  dry  goods  and  grocery  stores,  two  grocer- 
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ics,  two  hardware  stores,  one  clot1iin<;  and  fnrnisliin;^'^  store,  two  drn^^  stores, 
a  fnrniture  store,  two  hotels,  one  boardin<;  liouse,  two  restaurants,  five  ])lack- 
sniitli  sliops,  a  wagon  shop,  two  liarness  slioj^s,  one  meat  market,  a  gristmill, 
two  feed  stores,  a  coal  yard,  two  sawmills,  one  planingmill  and  Inmber  \ard, 
three  wine  houses,  five  manufactories  of  grape  packing  baskets,  two  weekly 
news])apers,  the  Mirror^  owned  and  edited  by  John  H.  Gobi),  and  the  (iiapc 
Jh'lt^  the  special  organ  of  the  gra])e  industry,  owned  aiid  edited  by  ICmerson 
P.  Harris.  It  has  also  a  state  bank.  The  secret  and  social  organizations, 
beneficiary  and  otherwise,  with  dates  of  organizations  are  :  A  lodge  of  A. 
O.  U.  W.,  1877  ;  a  council  of  R.  T.  of  T.,  1877  ;  a  lodge  of  the  K.  of  H.,  1877  ; 
a  lodge  of  E.  A.  U.,  1879  ;  a  lodge  of  the  K.  of  P.,  1S89  ;  a  tent  K.  O.  T. 
1891  ;  a  Hive  L.  O.  T.  ^I.,  1892  ;  a  lodge  of  1-^.  <S:  A.  Masons,  1893  ;  a  grange 
P.  of  PI.,  1874;  James  A.  Hall  Post  G.  A.  R.,  1S82  ;  a  lodge  of  \V.  R.  C., 
1888;  W.  C.  T.  U.  and  the  Y.  W.  C.  T.  U  ;  a  lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  P\)resters,  1892. 

The  village  of  Procton  was  incorporated  in  1894,  its  citizens  voting  in 
favor  thereof  March  20,  1894.  The  first  village  election  was  held  April  17, 
when  these  otTicers  were  elected:  Garrett  PI  Ryckman,  president;  William 
Ogilvie,  Stewart  Dean,  Jonas  Martin,  trustees  ;  P^.  C.  P^dniunds,  treasurer ; 
Hiram  Haight,  collector.  The  village  has  an  area  of  i,ii4j<  acres,  a  popu- 
lation of  900,  and  an  assessed  valuation  of  nearly  $400,000.  The  villages  of 
Procton  and  Portland  have  nearly  doubled  their  population  within  ten  years, 
and  fine  residences  over  the  entire  town  are  rapidly  taking  the  places  of  those 
occupied  a  dozen  years  ago,  and  evidences  of  material  prosperity  are  to  be 
seen  on  every  hand.  One  of  the  most  tangible  of  these  is  the  existence  of 
a  bank,  organized  at  Brocton  in  May  1886,  as  a  private  bank  by  Dean  Hall, 
reorganized  as  a  state  bank  in  PVbruary,  1892,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000, 
and  these  officers:  Ralph  A.  Hall,  president;  Herman  J.  Dean,  vice-presi- 
dent; L.  D.  Sullivan,  cashier;  B.  D.  Phillips,  assistant  cashier. 

An  important  industry  is  the  nursery  of  the  C.  S.  Curtis  Company. 
This  was  inaugurated  in  1880  by  C.  S.  Curtis  of  Portland  Center.  In  1891 
a  stock  compau)'  was  formed  and  incorporated  under  the  present  name. 
Buildings,  cellars  and  other  appliances,  were  built  the  same  season.  About 
100  acres  of  land  are  used  for  propagating  purposes,  and  from  25  to  50  men 
are  employed.  The  directors  are  C.  S.  Curtis,  E.  H.  Fay,  G.  \\.  Ryckman, 
Jonas  Martin,  R.  A.  Hall. 

Portland  has  also  a  summer  resort  of  considerable  note  in  Van  Buren 
point,  a  bold  promontory  of  rock  50  to  60  feet  high  extending  into  the  lake 
several  hundred  feet.  It  is  an  exceedingly  beautiful  plat  of  ground,  with  a 
boarding  house  and  cottages,  with  lawns  and  flowers  in  great  profusion. 

No  military  organization  ever  existed  in  the  present  Portland  until  the 
civil  war.    The  first  military  company  of  the  county  was  formed  at  the 
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Cross  roads  in  May  iSoS.  Win.  Prendergast  of  the  Cross  roads  was  chosen 
captain,  in  fact  was  then  captain  of  Xia.ii^ara  county  militia,  and  David  Eaton 
was  made  sergeant,  ii  from  tliis  town  were  enrolled,  all  the  population 
liable  to  duty.  A  regimental  drill  was  held  in  1811  at  James  Dunn's  tavern. 
In  after  years  companies  at  Westfield  and  Fredonia  covered  this  territory. 
Joshua  S.  West  commandt-d  an  independent  company  from  1830  to  1835. 
Portland  scut  brave  men  to  sulfer  from  wounds  and  imprisonment  in  the 
war  of  181 2,  and  two  uilmi  to  the  Mexican  war,  one  to  die.  In  the  civil  war 
of  1861,  Portlrnd  furnished  for  the  army  and  navy  that  were  credited  to  the 
town  137  UKMi,  4  furnished  substitutes,  11  commuted,  14  reinlisted,  7  enlisted 
outside  the  state,  57  were  enlisted  outside  of  town,  nuiking  an  aggregate  of 
230  men.  Of  the  137  men,  11  died  in  the  army  or  while  prisoners  of  war, 
5  were  killed  in  battte,  6  died  of  wounds  in^  hospital,  4  of  starvation,  2  from 
sickness  soon  after  returning  home,  2  were  missing,  30  were  discharged  for 
disability  and  76  only  returned  home  nominally  well,  \'et  broken  in  health 
in  ;i  majority  of  instances.  More  than  a  meed  of  honor  is  due  the  Portland 
soldiers.  With  grateful  hearts  we  remember  their  sacrifices  and  "  deeds  of 
valor  done/'  and  will  not  fail  to  do  them  reverence  so  long  as  one  lingers 
among  us. 

CiiURCHKS. — The  first  public  religious  meeting  was  held  at  the  tavern 
of  James  Dunn  in  1810,  by  Rev.  John  Spencer.  Put  a  dozen  were  present. 
No  regular  services  were  held  until  1814,  when  Amasa  West,  a  teacher  at 
the  Cross  roads,  conducted  services  at  the  tavern  of  Peter  Ingersoll  near  the 
west  line  of  the  town.  The>e  meetings  continued  until  181S,  when  the  Con- 
gregatiouiil  cliuieh  was  formed  at  the  log  dwelling  of  John  Churchill,  Rev. 
John  vS]>encer  olhciatiug.  The  Hrst  iS  uieml)ers  were  John  House,  William 
Couch,  Au_i;u>tiiie  Klumph,  Ja1)ez  Hurlljut,  David  Ivitou,  John  Churchill, 
S)'l\-ester  Cliuioliill,  Z.  M.  Price,  Joanna  H(^use,  Abigail  Couch,  Wilson 
Andrews,  Andrew  Relsey,  PVederick  Couch,  iMary  P^aton,  Louisa  Hurlbut, 
Mercy  Ivatou,  Iveziah  Andrews,  Nancy  ^IcClintock.  No  stated  preaching 
was  had,  but  the  church  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Silencer  for  a  few  years  ; 
afterwards  of  Rev.  Phineas  Camp  and  later  Rev.  Mr.  Cakes  of  Westfield. 
In  iS'JTi  there  were  .'»!'  members,  interest  declined,  and  in  is'is  it  ceased  to 
exist.  A  societ\-  was  foruied  in  connection  with  this  church,  June  24,  1822. 
The  first  trustees  were  PVederick  Couch,  Wilson  Andrews  and  Wilber  Phner- 
son.  March  16,  1833,  the  church  was  reorganized  with  these  members: 
Timothy  Judsoii,  Samuel  Hall,  Abigail  Thompson,  Pliebe  Matliewson,  Clark 

♦K*  V.  lulm  Spi  iin  i  \v.i>  lioru  ut  Spnu  «  rluwii,  N'.  V.,  in  i;s'^.  Ilf  w.is  the  pioiu  c-r  ini.^sitniin  v  to  tin-  ll  il- 
laiid  I'uri  li.i.sf.    Ill-  w.iN  liiciixil  l>y  the  Noitlurn  A>s(k  iaKd  l'rist>ylii  y,  Octohcr  -'7,  mul  KulaiiuM  a  ytar 

l.itt  r  Alth*>ii,i^h  (luitiii^  \\  ith  the  I'l t  t«  ry,  hv  was  a  Ooii^i  t^at io'ial ist.  lU-  aii  i  |itt  <l  a  loinmisiiiii  lioiii  Ihc 
Missionary  Assov  iation  ol  Couiu  tticiil,  and,  in  r  o;,  n  inovi  d  tu  Slu  riilan,  lU-  continnrd  liis  missionary  lal'orn 
until  havinj;  liMuulct!  i  ;  oluirv  lu  s,  lunoiiv;  tin  n>  otu-  in  Slu  riilan  in  isk,,  mw  in   ICllii-ult  in   IM(>,  ont-  in 

Puitland  in  iSiS,  aiwl  «»n<-  in  !  r<<!onia  ami  one-  in  SInrnian.  Mi"  was  sittkd  i)\  ir  a  church  in  llnsti  where  )ie 
dicil  in  is/»>.    He  was  unwavt  rin>^  in  his  laith  and  in<lelati|u;a1)le  in  sowinj^  llic  seed  o(  tlic  kinKdt)m. 
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Gould,  Elislia,  Clarinda,  Alvin,  Catherine  and  Eliza  Cook,  Anson  Drij^^^s, 
Nathan  G.  Jones,  Mary  Eaton,  Samuel  Walker,  Dana  and  Minerva  Churchill. 
Dana  Churchill  and  Alvin  Cook  were  chosen  deacons.  The  oihciatin^i^ 
cler<^ynien  were  Revs.  D.  D.  CrreiL^ory  of  Eredonia  and  Timothy  vStillman  of 
Dunkirk.  A  reoro;anization  of  the  society  was  effected  Ai)ril  3f\  1S33,  asthe 
Eirst  Con<4re*^ational  Society  in  the  town  of  I^ortland."  The  hrst  trustees 
were  Samuel  Hall,  Asa  Andrews,  Timothy  Judson,  Wm.  Curtis,  Clark  (Tould, 
Anson  Drij^j^s.  This  house  of  worship  was  l)uilt  in  1S42,  and  repaired  and 
parlors  added  in  1889.  Pas/ors  :  Revs  A.  W.  Crray,  Calvin  Gray,  W.J.  Wil- 
cox, N.  H.  P)arnes,  L.  E.  Laine,  I.  I.  vSt.  John,  Courtney  vSmith  and  others. 
The  present  })astor  is  Rev.  H.  M.  Hi.<;ley.  The  superintendent  of  the  Sab- 
bath school  is  Irvinj^  A.  Wilcox.  This  church  is  a  land  mark  in  the  reli*^ious 
life  of  Portland. 

MclJiodist  I^piscopal  CJiurcJi. — William  Dunham  was  the  father  of  Meth- 
odism in  Portland.  ^Ile  came  from  Dutchess  county  in  181O  and  settled  lots 
27  and  32,  T.  5,  his  lo<;house  standini^^  on  lf)t  32.  The  first  class  was  formed 
at  his  home  in  181 7.  The  members  were  :  William  and  Lucy  Dunham,  Isaac 
and  Parthena  Baldwin,  William  and  Barbara  Cowell,  Al)ial  and  Mary  Elint 
and  vS">mon  Burton.  The  first  additions  to  the  class  were  IClisha  and  Mrs. 
Soi)hia  Eay,  Parsons  and  Mrs.  Phebe  Taylor  and  Mrs.  Thomj)son  early  in 
1 81 8.  Large  additions  were  made  in  this  year,  and  another  class  was  formed 
on  the  south  road.  The  first  class-leaders  in  town  were  William  Dunham, 
Isaac  Baldwin,  Elisha  Eay.  There  is  no  record  of  a  foundation  of  a  church 
and  the  oldest  members  have  no  knowledge  of  such  an  event.  It  is  said 
that  sometime  late  in  1818,  or  early  in  1819,  the  two  classes  united  in  one 
class.  Their  meetings  were  held  mostly  in  schoolhouses  until  1S35  when 
their  first  house  of  worship  was  built  at  Portland  Center,  the  site  being 
donated  by  David  Showerman  and  Joseph  Lockwood.  In  186S  their  present 
church  edifice  was  built  at  a  cost  of  i>7,ooo.  In  1853  a  portion  of  this  church 
uniting  with  a  class  on  Harmon  hill  "  formed  a  church  at  vSaleni  X  Roads. 
This  church  has  come  to  be  strong  and  prosperous  and  is  under  the  same 
charge  as  the  Portland  church.  The  first  parsonage  at  Portland  Center  was 
built  in   1843,  ^^'^^^  ^^^^  ^^o^^'  occupied  in   1887-8.-     The  society  in 

connection  with  the  Portland  church  was  formed  in  1822,  and  reorgan- 
ized Eebruary  3,  1834.  The  church  edifice  at  Brocton  was  built  in 
l!^.">X,  at  a  cost  of  $2,r>no.  These  churches  and  societies  have  been  greatly 
prospered,  and  have  been  the  means  of  great  good  in  their  localities.  The 
names  of  the  preachers  sent  to  this  charge  are  here  given  : 

 Goddard,  181 7-18  ;  J,  Summerville,  1818-19;  R.  Hutton,  1819-20; 

J.  Hill,  1820;    Bronson,  1820;  Nath.  Reedcr,  182 1  ;  R.  Hutton,  1821- 

2;    Keyes,   1822-3;  ~         Kent,   1825;   Knapp,  1826;   

Wright,  1827;  A.Plimpton,  1828;  J.  Filmore,  1829;  W.  B.  Mack,  1829; 
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J.  Barris,  1S30;    Piestoii,  1830;  — —  Babcock,  1831  ;   Halleck, 

1832  ;   Stowe,  1833  ^  ^-  Williams,  1834;  IvUce,  1835  ;   Kin- 
ney, 1836;   L.  Roo-ers,  1837;  J.  Flowers,  1838-9;  I.  H.  Tackett,  1838-9; 

  Hunter,    1841;  J.  K.  Chapin,  1843-4;  J.  S.  Baker,  1845-6;   

Brownin^j^,  1S47  ;  J.  Uncles,  1848;  J.  O.  Rich,  1849  ;   T.  D.  Blinn,  1850-1  ; 

John  Beet,   1852-3  ;    Burgess,  1854-5  ;    Wrij^oleswortli,   1856-7  ; 

P.  B)Urron-lis,  1S5S;  T.  D.  Blinn,  1859-60;  A.  C.  Tibbetts,  1S61-2  ;  J.  Les- 
lie,  1863-4;  G.  X.  Gray,  1865-6-7  ;  11.  B.  Cunnninj^s,  1868-9;  J-  ^^^^^  ^870; 
J.  C.  vSnllivan,  1871-2  ;  H.  \V.  l.esHe,  1S73  ;  R.  W.  Scott,  1874;  A.  C.  Tib- 
bitts,  1S75  ;  A.  G.  Wiilson,  1876  ;  J.  X.  Clover,  1877-S-9  ;  W.  W.  Wood  worth, 
1880;  {).].  Scjuier,  iSSi-2-3;  B.  \\  Wade,  1.SS4-5-6;  J.  M.  I'.arker,  1887-8; 
S.  M.  Xickle,  1 889-90-1  ;  R.  X.  vStubbs,  1892. 

77/r  First  luipiist  C/iiur/i  was  ori^anized  September  20,  18 19,  with  these 
members  :  William  Harris,  John  LiLiht,  S}'lvester  Andrews,  Krastns  Andrews, 
Charles  Morse,  Raehael  Harris,  Deborah  Li<^ht,  Anna  Taylor,  Phebe  P^iy, 
Sally  Sa^i^e  and  Sarah  Mnmford.  The  council  settin<^  them  apart  was  com- 
posed of  Revs.  Joy  Handy,  Pearson  Crosby,  Jonathan  Wilson.  I-^ifty-two 
were  added  the  fust  \-ear,  eij^ht  miited  the  first  month,  amon<^  them  Ivlijah 
and  Lucy  P\iy.  The  first  deacons  were  Elijah  Fay  and  Sylvester  Andrews, 
elected  April  8,  1820,  and  ordained  April  9.  Of  the  63  members  at  the  close 
of  the  first  \  ear  none  remain.  Their  first  house  of  worship  was  commenced 
in  1834  and  completed  in  1837.  The  first  meetin*^-  there  was  October  7, 
1837,  and  the  first  marria^^e  in  the  house  was  that  of  Joseph  B.  P^a)'  and 
Maria  M.  vSa_L;e,  ( )ctober  8,  1837.  The  lot  was  donated  by  deacon  Ivlijah 
Fay.  The  ]>rescut  house  of  worshi])  was  built  in  1867  ui)ou  the  same  site, 
and  dedicated  December  18,  1867.  The  society  was  formed  April  f),  1822. 
The  first  trustees  were  Isaac  vSa^^e,  Charles  Morse  and  P^lijah  h\iy.  A  jxir- 
sonai^e  was  hwWi  one-half  mile  west  of  Brocton  in  1824  and  occupied  by  Rev. 
Cliarles  La  Hatt,  their  pastor,  mitil  his  death  in  1S5(>.  The  next  winter  this 
was  exchan^i;ed  for  a  house  and  lot  in  I>rocton,  still  used  as  a  parsonage. 
Some  of  the  pastors  were  Jonathan  Wilson,  Pearson  Crosby,  Charles  La  Hatt, 
Corwin,  Eli  Dodge,  Charles  Sanderson,  Howard,  Marble,  Charles  Keyes, 
Levant  Rathburn,  Malcom  Roberts,  Alden,  B.  F.  Mace,  Z.  Smith,  A. 
Dickenson,  W.  R.  Connelly,  J.  H.  Miller,  G.  W.  Divoll,  Daniels,  Cogswell, 
A.  Knight,  J.  M.  Bates,  W.  C.  Wiltse  and  others.  In  1831  ten  members 
left  this  church  to  aid  in  forming  a  church  at  Westfield.  In  1842  another 
colony  left  to  assist  in  forming  West  Portland  church.  Xotwithstanding 
these  withdrawals  the  church  maintained  its  vigor,  and  has  always  been 
an  agent  for  good. 

U\-s/  Jui[)tist  Church. — .\  large  nmnber  of  the  members  of  the  Portlaud 
or  Brocton  church  in  the  west  part  of  town,  petitioned  to  be  allowed  to 
hold  meetings  in  their  own  locality  as  a  branch  of  the  ''mother  church." 
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This  was  acceeded  to  March  12,  1842.  In  June  followin*^  tlic  l)ranch 
petitioned  tlie  mother  churcli  "  to  be  allowed  to  become  a  separate  cluircii." 
This  was  consented  to,  and  Jnne  22  a  conncil  convened  and  the  branch  was 
declared  a  chnrcli  in  "  Oospel  order,"  tinder  tlie  name  of  West  Ha])tist 
Clnirch  in  Por*land."  Lemi  IJarlholomew  and  James  Andrews  were  elected 
deacons.  This  first  nnmber  was  23,  and  within  the  year  this  number 
increased  to  87.  This  house  of  worship  was  built  on  lot  41,  T.  in  iS.ja, 
aiul  is  still  occupied.  The  church  was  never  slron*;,  and  today  it  inim])ers 
no  more  than  half  the  membership  at  the  close  of  i8.).2.  A  parsonaiL^e  was 
built  in  1867.  A  society  was  formed  Septeml)er  12,  1842,  and  the  first 
trustees  were  Lcmi  Hartholomew,  I).  M.  P\'irrini;ton  and  ICdwiii  b'arrinoton. 
Amoii<4  tlie  ])astors  were  Jonathan  Wilson,  Cliailes  L.i  Ilatt,  Levant  Rath- 
burn,  Malcom  Roberts,  C.  B.  Reed,  John  Halladay,  ( ).  L.  Crittenden,  W.  R. 
Connally,  Alonzo  PVink,  M.  A.  Wixon,  D.  H.  Ihiit,  J.  W.  Davis,  C.  I).  Ke\  es, 
A.  Kiiii^ht  and  others. 

{ ';//:rrs(7//s/  CJuin  Ji. — An  agreement  by  a  nnmber  (^f  this  faith  was  made 
and  sij^ued  at  the  house  of  Simon  liurton  September  21,  1821,  creatiii<^ 
informally  the  P'irst  Universalist  vSociety  of  Porthmd."  The  comj)ael  w.is 
sij^ned  by  Simon, Willard  and  Hiram  P>urton,(  )liver  SpalTord,  Marry  and  Walter 
Mumford,  David  and  Moses  Joy,  Ahira  Hall,  Samuel  P)each,  2d,  L>  nian  Doo- 
little,  Zimri  Hill,  vSlapp  Hovey,  James  Chester.  A  board  of  trustees  were  chosen 
vSepteml)er  24.  About  one  \ear  after  a  church  was  formed  with  35  members. 
March  4,  1824,  a  society  was  formed,  but  after  a  few  years  the  society  and 
church  ceased  to  exist.  Some  years  since  an  effort  was  made  to  re^^r<^^anize 
but  it  was  ineffectual.  The  pastors  were  Caleb  Todd,  Lewis  C.  Todd,  Mr.  ^Lan- 
ley,  T.  C.  Eaton,  Joseph  ICaton  ;  later,  Stephen  Rorapau<;h,  C.  C.  Richard- 
son, Isaac  GeoriL^c,  and  L.  K.  Rexford. 

Protestant  Mrt/iodist  Church. — This  church  was  organized  at  the  school- 
house  in  District  No.  11,  by  Rev.  O.  C.  Payne,  of  P^'redonia,  of  members  liv- 
in^^  in  the  vicinity.  Those  uniting  in  the  formation  were  Wolcott,  Chand- 
ler, Sarah  and  jNIerab  Colt,  Joel  S.  and  Lydia  P\arnham,  Piatt  A.  and  Lucy 
Lathrop,  Collins  Haight,  Nancy  Porter,  Cynthia  Kelley,  Cornelia  Howe. 
The  organization  lasted  but  two  years. 

A  Frecicill  Baptist  Church  was  formed  on  the  southern  border  of  the 
town  many  years  since,  and  a  house  of  worship  was  built  on  Chautauqua 
hill,"  in  the  town  of  Chautauqua.  After  a  few  years  i*^  ceased  to  exist,  and 
the  property  was  sold  to  the  M.  E.  church. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  lias  a  representation  in  town  of  about  thirty 
members,  mostly  Irish.  They  liave  a  church  edifice  at  Brocton  station,  built 
in  1873. 

Szcede  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. — Portland  lias  a  Swede  population 
of  about  300.    They  are  excellent  citizens,  are  fast  making  themselves 
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lioines,  and  readily  adopt  tlieinsclYcs  to  tlie  status  of  American  citizenship. 
Their  relii;ions  creed  is  KviDif^cIical  LutJicraii.  In  1872  a  cliurch  organiza- 
tion was  formed  at  the  sclioolhouse  in  district  9,  by  Rev.  J.  \V.  Chambers. 
This  was  their  |)lace  of  meeting'-  for  11  )-ears.  In  1883  a  neat  clinrcli  edifice 
was  erected  and  (kslicated  at  I'roclon  at  a  cost  of  $2,50'^.  The  mem])ership 
Tit  tins  writin<^-  is  i  U),  and  the  church  is  prosperous.  The  ])unctnalit>'  of  llie 
members  in  attendance  on  dix  ine  worship  is  decidedly  C()mmenda1)le,  and  an 
c  xanrple  worlliy  of  imitation.     The  i)resent  pastor  is  V,.  A.  Rodel. 

'Jill'  r>)-i)lih  i-InH>i{  of  X(  u<  Ll/c  was  formed  b\'  Rev,  Thomas  Lake  Harris. 
In  i  '^f)7  ^Ir.  I  larris  canu-  to  Portland  from  Dutchess  counts'  and  purchased 
luarb.'  2,«*''o  acres  to  e-^tablislt  here  a  brancli  of  this  nni(jue  order.  The 
membership  came  iVom  other  localiries,  and,  al)ont  1.S71,  nund)ere('  100; 
one-tliird  oT  them  found  their  use "  in  various  sections  of  this  C')nntrv 
and  bairo]>e  under  the  direction  ol"  their  leader  rather  than  on  their  planta- 
tion. As  fir  as  possible  they  li\edi  by  thenisel\-es,  and  were  reticent  with 
reference  to  their  association  and  its  inner  workings.  They  are  known  as 
the  Harris  Communit\-.''  The  fact  of  their  being  tlilTicult  of  access  excited 
curiosit)-  and  was  tlie  occasion  of  nnich  impertinent  inquir\-.  The  Associa- 
tion g;nned  consideral)le  noloriet\-  and  ])rominence  from  the  fact  of  its  num- 
1)ering  among  its  members  those  widely  known  in  tlieological,  literary  and 
])o]itical  ciicles,  among  them  Lad\-  Oliphant  and  her  son  Laurence  01i])hant, 
both  well-known  in  the  literary  world.  Mr.  01i])hant  when  he  left  England 
gave  up  his  seat  in  jxirliament  where  he  was  a  prominent  and  active  mem- 
ber. Mr.  Harris  had  been  a  successful  and  popular  Universalist  minister  in 
New  \'o!  k  cit  v  ;  aftc-rward  an  in vestigator  of  sinritnalism,  and  for  sometime 
a  vSwedenljorgian.  before  coming  to  Portland  he  visited  iuigland,  where 
he  became  fimous  as  a  preacher  and  writer  ;  returning  to  America  he  estal)- 
iished  the  ''Protherhood.''  The  members  in  Portland  had  no  permanent 
homes  l)ut  removed  from  one  place  to  another  on  their  premises  as  seemed 
best  for  their  use  "  or  employment  ibr  the  time,  each  being  placed  in  a 
position  for  which  he  or  she  seemed  best  fitted.  Their  business  was  agricul- 
ture, viniculture  and  merchandizing.  In  a  sense  they  were  vSpiritualists,  but 
they  rejected  the  system  of  general  mediumship  and  constant  intercourse 
with  the  spirit  world  as  profane  and  profitless.  In  a  sense  they  were  Socia- 
lists and  considered  that  the  practical  fulfillment  of  the  gospel  was  in  ''divine 
natural  society."  They  held  that  the  institution  of  marriage  and  tlie  family 
were  of  infinite  authority  and  universal  value.  The  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath they  did  not  regard  as  obligatory,  each  acting  up  to  his  ow'ii  inclinations. . 
This  they  claimed  to  be  right,  as  they  neither  worked  fc  themselves  or  for  gain 
there  was  no  liarm  it  it.  They  professed  the  highest  Christianity,  in  which 
each  was  to  take  more  pleasure  in  doing  some  useful  service  for  another 
"  from  tlie  love  of  it  "  than  in  serving  himself.    The  "  Brotherhood  in 
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Portland  made  an  effort  to  live  out  their  ])rincii)les,  and,  thoui^h  tlieir  inter- 
ests centered  very  lari^eh'  in  their  associati(^n,  they  were  excellent  citizens. 
Their  .i^rand  structure  fell  to  i)ieces  however,  the  proj»eriy  was  sold  in  par- 
cels, and  ])Ut  a  single  member  remains  in  town. 

I)a\  id  ICaton,  ]K)rn  in  lvirmin_L;hani,  Mass.,  h\']y.  2,  1S72,  was  son  of  l>en- 
jamin  and  Mary  ICalon.  His  fuller  w.is  a  shoemaker,  and  died  whei\  I)a\id 
was  iS  ;  l)ut  I  )avid  continued  the  l)usine>s  ;nid  snp]M)i  ted  the  famil\-.  In 
with  Nathan  I'ay,  he  visited  the  rurchasc,"  and  explored  the  lake 
re.i;ion  from  liuffcdo  to  North  Iva^t.  Ai)ril  20,  iScM),  he  married  I^li/.abeth 
Home,  and  in  Ma\-,  accomj^ini'vd  1>\-  his  wife,  mother  and  youUL^est  sister, 
Nathan  ]'a\'  and  fnnily,  IClisha  and  Nathaniel  I'ay,  \  ouni;  men,  staittd  for 
the  West  with  a  span  of  horses  and  a  co\-ei"ed  wa.L;ou.  At  New  Hartford  Mrs. 
Katon  died.  Lea\-in.iL;  his  mother  and  sister  he  came  to  Portland  and  located 
j)art  of  lot  37,  T.  5,  on  which  he  afterwards  settled  and  wliere  he  liwd  until 
his  death,  nearly  67  years.  He  went  tojiatavia  to  article  his  land,  built  a 
lo;;-  house,  cleared  two  acres  of  land  and  jn  October  reniox  ed  his  fimih-  from 
New  Hartford.  The  followin<;'  winter  was  a  \er\'  severe  one.  The  mills  at 
Westfield  bein<;  fro/en  fast,  he  had  to  [)rei)are  his  corn  for  Un)d  with  a  mortar 
and  ])estle.  In  iSii  he  married  Mrs.  ^lercy  P*ay,  widow  of  Nathan  P'ay. 
His  mother  died  in  October,  1.S4S,  a_i^ed  95  )  ears  and  6  months.  His  wife 
died  May  12,  1S62.  Mr.  Ivaton  died  October  7,  1S72,  a,i;ed  90  years  and  8 
months.  Mr.  Ivaton  rendered  his  town  and  county  valuable  service.  He 
was  in  1S07  clerk  of  the  hrst  election  held  in  the  count)',  was  assessor  of 
Chautauqua  in  1S09,  and  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors  from  1S20  to  1S27, 
and  for  1S31-2.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  town  for  6  years,  and  chairman  of 
the  board  in  1815,  and  was  several  years  a  justice.  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  poor  6  years,  town  clerk  14  , years,  and  held  some  office  until  1850. 
He  was  commissioned  lieutenant  in  i8ro  or  1811,  in  1S14  was  made  re,i;i- 
mental  paymaster  and  served  during  the  war.  He  was  the  first  in  town 
to  volunteer  in  the  war,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  October  3, 
1S12,  and  in  the  battle  of  Black  Rock,  Buffalo,  December  30,  1813,  and 
served  with  his  company  on  the  Niao^ara  frontier  in  1814.  He  was  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  in  181 8.  He  was  a  Nestor  among 
the  earh'  settlers  and  a  moving  and  guiding  spirit.  His  children  were  Hdwin, 
Emily,  Alfred,  Oscar,  Darwin  G. 

Nathan  Fay,  son  of  Nathan,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  married  Betsey 
Clemens  of  the  same  state.  He  passed  through  Portland  with  Daniel  Eaton 
on  foot,  in  1805,  and  in  May,  1806,  brought  his  wife  and  six  children  and 
settled  on  lot  25,  T.  5.  His  family  suffered  .severely  during  the  winter  in 
the  small  shanty  that  was  their  home,  but  in  1807  he  built  a  log  hotise  on 
land  pnrcliased  of  James  Dunn,  The  deed  was  the  first  executed  in  the  town 
bearing  date  June  6,  1806.    Mrs.  Fay  died  in  1807  ;  this  was  the  first  death 
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in  town  and  the  first  burial  in  Evergreen  Cemetery.  Mr.  Fay  died  in  June 
1810.  He  was  an  excellent  specimen  of  a  pioneer  settler.  His  children  were 
Hattie,  John,  Nathan,  Willard,  Esther  and  Betsey. 

Elisha  Fay,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ruth  (Rice)  Fay,  was  born  in  Framing- 
ham,  Mass.,  June  2,  1783,  came  to  Portland  with  his  brother  Nathaniel,  and 
Nathan  Fay  and  family.  He  located  on  part  of  lot  25,  T.  5,  and  built  his 
log  cabin  near  where  the  stone  house  now  stands.  His  article  bears  date 
July  30,  1S06.  In  1807  he  returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  in  September 
married  Sophia  Nichols  and  came  here  with  his  wife  and  James  Parker's 
famih'.  Mrs.  Fay  walked  long  distances  during  the  tedious  trip,  and  all  the 
way  from  lUilTalo.  A  new  log  cabin  was  built  and  occupied  until  1828,  when 
the  stone  house  was  built.  Mr.  I"ay  served  in  the  war  of  181 2  at  P>lack  Rock 
and  I>uftal(),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fay  were  zealous  and  influential  niembers  of  the 
M.  }\.  church.  Mr.  Fay  died  in  1881.  Mrs.  Fay  in  1850.  Their  children 
were  Liucolu,  luldie,  Charles,  Otis  N. 

Liuc<.>ln  P'ay,  boru  August  15,  18(38,  married  Sophronia  Peck,  December 
31,  1835,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  located  by  Nathan  l\'iy  in  1806,  and  in 
after  \'ears  was  the  proprietor  of  the  famed  Chautaucpia  Nurseries."  ]Mr. 
P'av  died  in  1881,  His  son,  IClisha  H.  P"a>',  is  a  farmer  on  the  old  home- 
stead, is  also  engaged  in  fruit  and  grape  culture,  and  has  a  large  acreage 
devoted  to  that  business.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  has  served  as  super- 
visor and  assessor.  Charles  Fay  lives  on  a  part  of  the  farm.  Otis  N.  resides 
in  Portland,  southwest  part,  lot  19,  T.  5. 

l^lijali  h\iy,  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ruth  (Rice)  P\ay,  was  born  in  vSouth- 
boro,  Mass.,  Se])tember  9,  1781.  He  married  Lucy  P>elknap  of  Westboro, 
January  20,  1807.  They  came  to  Portland  in  the  fall  of  181 1,  with  a  wagon 
drawn  by  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  one  horse,  and  were  41  days  on  the  road.  They 
settled  on  lot  20,  T.  5,  on  the  west  border  of  Procton.  He  located  the  wliole 
of  the  lot,  179  acres,  which  cost  him  .^547.97.  Mr.  Fay  reachcM:!  his  place 
by  a  trail  through  the  woods.  His  first  log  house  was  occupied  in  January 
1812.  It  was  a  primitive  affair  without  door,  window  or  chimney.  The 
doorway  was  closed  at  night  by  a  blanket  against  which  a  barrel  was  .set, 
and  the  chimney  was  a  hole  in  the  roof  Three  years  later  another  house 
was  built  in  which  the  family  lived  until  1831,  when  the  brick  house,  owned 
and  occupied  by  a  grandson,  G.  E.  Ryckman,  was  built.  Mr.  P\ay  was  a 
farmer  and  planted  t  he  first  vineyard  on  his  farm.  He  furnished  a  substitute 
named  Huram  Haines  in  the  war  of  181 2,  paying  him  S30.  Mr.  and  Mrs» 
Fay  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  For  many  years  Mr.  Fay  was  a 
deacon.  It  is  not  possible  for  any  man  to  be  more  strict  and  methodical  in 
all  the  events  of  life  than  Mr.  Fay.  He  was  universally  respected,  and 
especially  by  the  better  class  of  settlers.  He  died  August  23,  i860,  and  was 
buried  in  the  grounds  at  Brocton  donated  by  him  for  burial  purposes  in  1820. 
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Mrs.  Fay  died  January  17,  1872.  His  cliildrcu  were  Clinton  S.,  Lydia  E., 
(married  Lawrence  F.  Rycknian) ,  Joscpli  B.,  all  deceased. 

Barzillia  Barker  settled  on  lots  5  and  6,  T.  5,  in  i<Si5.  He  built  a  small 
fraiiie  house  in  181 7,  and  with  Elijah  Fay  opened  the  north  road throuj^h 
town  in  1815.  He  died  in  1859.  His  son  (jeor{j;e  iives  on  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead.  Ahira  Hall,  born  in  1781,  in  Croydon,  X.  H.,  married  Laura 
Palmer,  of  Charlotte,  Vt.  ;  they  emigrated  to  Massena  in  iSii  ;  Mr.  Hall  was 
drafted  in  181 2.  In  1816  he  moved  to  this  county  and  resided  here  until  his 
death  in  1858.  Mr.  Hall  was  for  many  years  a  leading;;  spirit  in  town,  and  in 
civil  and  political  trusts  had  the  confidence  of  the  peoj^le.  Mrs.  Hall  died  in 
1863.  Their  son,  James  A.,  rose  to  distinction  in  the  Ci\'il  War,  became  sur- 
geon-in-chief of  the  6th  corps,  and  later  was  appointed^  X.  Y.  vState  agent  at 
Washington  for  the  adjustment  of  soldier's  claims.  He  died  April  S,  1865, 
of  fever  contracted  in  service.  The  surviving  children  are  Mrs.  Richard 
Reynolds,  Samuel  P.,  Mrs.  John  T.  Green  of  Sherman,  Mrs.  I'rank  P^llis  of 
Forestville,  Mrs.  John  D.  Merritt  of  Silver  Creek,  and  Ralph  H.  Hall,  of  Fre- 
donia.  Eleven  of  Ahira  Hall's  children  were  school  teachers.  Richard 
Williams  came  here  from  Canadaway  in  1815.  He  kept  tavern,  was  also  a  mail 
contractor.  He  died  in  1822.  William  Dunham  settled  in  town  in  1816  and 
was  the  father  of  Methodism  here.  His  sons  were  William,  Jesse,  Charles, 
Samuel.  Solomon  Coney  came  in  181 5,  vSimon  Burton  in  18 16.  lioth  mill 
Wrights  they  built  mills.  Coney  at  the  falls  on  Slippery  Rock  creek.  Burton 
at  its  mouth.  Luther  Crosby  and  Simon  Burton,  blacksmiths,  came  in  1816  ; 
William  Cotton,  another  blacksmith,  settled  in  181 7.  Peter  Ingersoll,  the 
first  settler  on  the  McKenzie  farm,  came  in  1809.  He  built  a  double  log 
house  in  which  he  kept  tavern  until  1816.  Religious  exercises  were  held 
here  for  some  years.  In  181 1  he  built  the  first  frame  building,  a  barn,  in 
Portland.  In  18 16  he  sold  to  Joseph  Cass  and  left  town.  He  had  two  sons, 
John  and  William.  Wilder  P^merson  came  in  1812,  settled  on  part  of  lot  55. 
He  lived  here  14  years.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  a  Congregationalist, 
and  a  Whig.  Calvin  Barnes,  born  in  Weston,  Mass.,  in  1766,  came  to  I'ort- 
land  in  181 1.  His  family  occupied  a  log  house  until  1824,  when  the  frame 
house  now  occupied  by  H.  S.  Munson  was  built.  Mr.  B.  was  the  first  post- 
master, appointed  in  1814,  and  held  the  office  until  it  was  discontinued  in 
1829.  ^^"'^^      ^^^^  '^^"^^       181 2,  was  wounded  in  the  knee  which  made 

him  a  cripple  for  life.  He  was  prominent  for  years.  His  children  were 
Mollie,  Calvin,  Lydia,  Ann,  Maria,  Rachel,  Fatima,  Robert  K.,  Lucy. 

Simon  Burton  was  born  in  Sutton,  ]\Iass.,  Xoveml)er  19,  1769,  married 
Margaret  PVench  in  1786.  Mr.  Burton  and  four  of  his  sons  enlisted  in  the 
war  of  181 2.  In  1816  he  built  a  mill  for  William  Dunham,  and  located  in 
July  part  of  lot  27,  T.  5,  and  the  next  March  part  of  lot  22,  and  moved  his 
family  to  Portland.    Mr.  Burton  invented  a  water  wheel  and  a  machine  for 
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cutting  book-board  from  timber.  He  was  a  man  of  great  energy.  He  was 
unremitting  in  liis  eHbrts  to  advance  tlie  interests  of  Universalism.  He  died 
in  1842,  his  wife  in  1850.  Their  sons  were  Sahnon,  (who  died  July  30,  1813, 
at  Sackett's  Harbor  from  wounds  received  at  the  taking  of  Little  York,  now 
Toronto,  Canada).  '  Simon  and  John  (twins)  ;  Willard,  Hiram,  Linus,  (killed 
by  the  British  at  Ogdensburg,  February  22,  18  C3),  and  Jefferson. 

Theodore  S.  Moss,  a  long  time  business  man  of  Portland,  was  born  in 
Kingsburs',  Wasliiugton  countw  When  sixteen  he  became  clerk  in  the  store 
ofR.  vS.  Morrison  at  Salem  X  roads.  In  1845  he  Ix-came  a  j)artner  with  Mr.  Mor- 
rison and  continued  until  1S58  when  the  firm  of  !Moss  »S:  Haight  was  estab- 
lished, whicli  transacted  business  as  merchants  and  bankers  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Moss  subse(|uenlly  erected  a  large  brick  building,  in  which  nierchan.diz- 
ing  was  carried  on  by  his  son  Theodore  C.  Moss  and  lirewer  Phillips.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  [politics,  for  eight  years  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors.  In  all  town  and  county  affairs  he  was  public  spirited 
and  sagacious  ;  and  in  the  community  where  he  lived  for  nu)re  than,  half-a- 
century,  he  was  respected  for  his  ability  and  appreciated  for  his  estimable 
characteristics.  His  death  occurred  in  October,  1891.  He  married  Helen 
Saxton.  Their  children  were  Helen  S.,  (Mrs.  Julius  A.  Dunham),  Lucy C, 
(Mrs.  Jay  P.  Mericle) ,  Emma  V.,  (^Irs.  Hanson  Roberts),  Ida  N.,  (Mrs. 
Brewer  Phillips),  Theodore  C.  and  Edward  S. 

Hosea  P>allou  Crandall  was  born  at  Kinderhook,  Columbia  county,  April  18, 
1S26.  He  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Christina  (I]enjaniin)  Crandall,  who  set- 
tled in  Portland  in  1836.  Mr.  Crandall  married  first,  Sarah  A.  Randall  in 
1851,  second,  Malviua  P.  Kelsey,  third,  Peace  Submit  Howard  in 
1893.  He  is  a  Republican  and  a  Methodist,  and  has  been  steward,  trustee 
and  class  leader  in  tlie  M.  1£.  Church.  He  is  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  H.  B.  Crandall  »S:  Sons,  who  numufacture  grape  baskets.  The  factory  was 
started  in  1872  by  Crandall  »!\:  Lowell,  and  their  product  was  mainly  berry 
baskets.  In  1 875  the  making  of  grape  baskets  was  commenced.  In  1887 
Mr.  Lowell  sold  his  interest  to  Jay  E.  son  of  Hosea  B.  Crandall,  and  since 
the  business  has  bceii  conducted  under  the  name  of  H.  B.  Crandall  Sons. 

William  Wirt  Pettit,  son  of  James  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Hill)  Pettit,  was  born 
in  Pulaski,  Oswego  county.  He  married  Laura  li.  Reynolds.  His  grand- 
father, James  Pettit,  was  a  native  of  Albany,  born  in  1777.  ^Ir.  Pettit  served 
in  the  civil  war,  and  was  first  lieutenant  of  Company  G.,  ist  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try, and  has  held  the  office  of  surgeon  of  James  A.  Hall  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No. 
292.     He  affiliates  with  tlie  Republican  party,  is  a  Methodist  and  a  farmer. 

Irving  A.  Wilson,  sou  of  Ivdsou  I.  and  AuKinda  M.  (Smitli)  W'ilcox,  was 
born  in  Arkwright.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Major  William  Wilcox  who  settled 
in  Arkwright  at  an  early  day  and  was  supervisor  of  that  town  for  16  years. 
Mr.  Wilcox  married  Effie  ^L  P'ay.     He  is  one  of  the  ''fruit  growers"  of 
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Portland,  a  market  <;ardener,  and  has  been  president  of  the  Chautauqua 
County  Horticultural  Society."  He  is  a  Republican  politically,  a  P>aptist  in 
liis  reli.L;ious  views,  and  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Con<;reii;ational  vSun- 
day  school. 

Geori^e  M.  ]\Iathews,  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  I^ebruary  11,  1S03,  and 
his  wife  Louisa  (iMelds)  Mathews,  born  in  Herliii,  Vt.,  N()veni])er  23,  1807, 
came  to  the  town  of  Chautaucpia  in  November,  1832,  and  settled  on  lot  28, 
township  3,  ran<;e  14.  Tlieir  children  were  ()rrin  H.,  born  in  Homer,  Cort- 
land county,  in  1830,  owns  the  homestead  in  Chautauqua,  Hraslus  S.,  horn 
in  Homer  in  1832,  died  in  1858,  Alvah,  Almira,  born  in  1838,  died  in  1839. 
Mr.  ?ylathews  resided  on  his  farm  until  his  death  June  7,  1864  ;  his  wife  died 
Se])tein])er  15,  1883.  Alvah  Mathews  was  born  in  Chaulau<|ua,  .Vpril  2, 
1838.  He  married  Amelia  M.  Wood,  resides  in  P<jrtland  and  is  a  tanner,  a 
Republican,  and  a  ju>tice  of  the  peace.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war 
and  served  in  the  112th  N.  Y.  Vols.  He  has  Ix-en  dictator  of  the  Knii^htsof 
Honor,  master  workman  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  commander  of  the  (7.  A.  R., 
and  master  of  the  Granite. 

Jacob  C.  Hipwell,  one  of  Portland's  agriculturists,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Charlotte  Hipwell,  and  was  born  in  Pvn<;land.  He  married  Helen  1\.  Jones, 
whose  (grandfather,  Rnfus  Fross,  was  an  early  settler  of  Stockton  and  served 
in  the  war  of  1812.  Mr.  Hipwell  served  his  adopted  country  in  the  civil 
war  as  a  private  in  the  Qtli  N.  Y.  Cavalr)'.  Pie  is  a  Methodist  and  has  held 
the  office  of  treasurer,  steward  and  trustee  of  the  First  Methodist  P")piscopal 
church  of  Portland.  He  is  a  Grand  Army  "  man,  a  member  of  the  Knii^hts 
of  Honor,  a  Granger,"  a  Republican,  and  has  been  highway  commissioner 
two  years. 

George  W.  Fuller  is  a  native  of  Portland  and  son  of  Ralph  D.  and  Ada- 
line  (Coney)  Fuller.  Ralph  D.  Fuller  was  prominent  in  the  development  of 
the  grape  industry.  Mrs.  Fuller  is  a  descendant  of  John  Coney  who  was 
born  in  Boston,  ^Lass.,  in  1753,  and  served  two  years  in  the  Continental  army, 
and  was  subsequently  in  government  employ  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
John  Coney  emigrated  to  Portland  in  1S23.  .  George  \V.. Fuller  married  M. 
Berdeiia  Fay,  a  descendant  of  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town.  He  is  engaged 
in  the  grape  and  wine  business,  (see  History  of  the  (irape  Industry),  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  a  Methodist  in  religion,  a  member  of  Dunkirk  Coni- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  No.  40,  and  holds  membership  in  Brocton  Lodge,  No.  284, 
Knights  of  Pythias. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

IfORACK  CIJ-I'TOX  TAYLOR,  M,  D. 

Horace  Clefton  Ta>  ior,  M.  1).,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  and  inherited 
the  characteristics  of  the  good,  stroiv^  New  England  people  from  whom  he 
descended.  He  is  a  son  of  Ikrnice  and  Caroline  (Estabrook)  Taylor, and 
was  born  in  Montague,  Massachusetts,  November  26,  1813.  In  ^lay,  1827, 
he  came  with  his  parents  and  their  family  of  six  children,  he  being  the  eld- 
est, to  Fredonia.  After  five  years'  residence  in  this  beautiful  village,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  educational  advantages  of  the  common  schools  and  Fre- 
donia Academy,  he  began  a  preparation  for  the  ministry,  as  his  ambition  was 
to  be  a  preacher  of  God'i  word.  But  his  course  was  diverted  by  poverty. 
He  subsecpieutly  turned  his  attention  to  medicine,  and  studied  for  the  medi- 
cal ])rof(.ssi()U  at  vSalem  X  Roads,  now  l>rocton,  and  with  Prof.  B.  E.  Hill,  of 
Ik-rlin  Heights,  Ohio,  also  attended  medical  lectures  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at 
the  I^lectic  Medical  Institute  in  the  classes  of  1S48  and  1849,  was  gradu.ated 
in  June  i8.}9,  and  immediately  ct)mmenced  i)ractice  at  Brocton.  Here  lie 
continued  for  over  .|o  N  oars,  and,  notwithstanding  liis  devotion  to  his  profes- 
sion and  its  manifold  cares.  Dr.  Taylor  has  been  no  idle  spectator  of  the  pro- 
gressive, ])olitical,  moral  and  intellectual  forces  of  the  town,  county  and  state, 
and  in  every  worthy  enterprise  his  word  and  influence  is  never  withheld.  In 
religious  sentiment  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  for  more  than  half  a  century 
has  been  a  consistent  member  of  that  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  was  supervisor  of  Portland  in  1859,  1861,1862  and  1878.  Dr.  Taylor 
has  long  been  connected  with  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  count)'.  In 
1873  he  was  elected. county  su])erintendcnt  of  the  poor,  held  the  office  three 
years,  was  appointt;d  to  the  same  office  in  1881,  and  elected  in  1883  and  in 
t8S6.  His  efficienc>'  for  this  office  was  shown  l)y  his  enlarged  views  of  its 
duties,  and  his  patient,  conscientious  discharge  of  them.  He  is  well  known 
tliroughout  tile  state  for  his  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
the  poor  and  his  care  for  them,  and  for  his  able  and  interesting  articles  relat- 
ting  to  th.it  subject  read  at  state  meetings.  He  v/as  U.  vS.  examining  surgeon 
for  pension  claims  for  27  \  ears,  closing  his  term  of  service  in  ( )ctober,  1893. 
With  all  his  duties,  Dr.  Ta\  lor,  e\'er  faithful,  energetic  and  untiring,  although 
tile  frosts  of  four-core  winter.-,  have  silvered  his  locks,  has  found  time  for  much 

♦>!r.  T.i\  Io!-  ilicil  in  roiulict.  A]>ril  to,  i>5;,  aj;cil  70  ycar.s.  Mrs.  Taylor  'lictl  at  JUocloii,  July  i^,  1554, 
ni;t.(1  (  7  \  cars. 
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literary  work  of  value.  He  is  the  author  of  a  history  of  The  Town  of 
Portland,"  published  in  1S73,  also  of  the  condensed  history  of  Portland  and 
the  comprehensive  and  valuable  History  of  the  Gra])e  Industry  of  Northern 
Chautauqua,"  that  are  published  in  this  work.  He  is  a  member  and  was 
first  vice-president  of  the  Chautaucpia  vSociety  of  History  and  Natural  vScience 
until  July  19,  1H94,  when  he  was  elected  president.  Of  unquestioned  integ- 
rity, irreproachable  character,  with  a  clear  head  and  a  tender  heart,  and 
always  true  to  his  convictions,  he  is  a  t\i)e  of  the  self-made  man  of  i^ood. 
New  lCn;;lan(l  stock.  Dr.  Taylor  married  l^liza  Jane  KolT,  October  i,  1835, 
who  died  May  13,  1846;  he  married  Prances  Chambers,  June  14,  1847.  Of 
his  children  only  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  P'arnham  of  P)rocton,  is  now  livin;^^ 

Henry  B.  Taylor,  son  of  Dr.  Taylor,  was  the  first  to  respond  to  President 
Lincoln's  second  call  for  troo]>s  May  3,  1861,  and  joined  the  GStli  Rej^iment 
at  P'redonia,  but,  impatient  of  delay,  he  left  for  Jamestown  and  enlisted  May 
22,  in  the  historic  Co.  !>.,  recruited  by  Capt.  James  M.  P>rown. 

CARKIvTT  1:.  RVCK.MAX.' 

The  extraordinary  develo})ment  of  the  j^rape  industry  of  Western  New 
A'ork,  and  the  enormous  increase  of  the  wealth  of  this  district  throu^L;h  this  de- 
velopment, causes  o;reat  interest  to  attach  to  the  record  of  those  men,  who,  by 
their  sa<^acity,  their  perseverance,  their  pluck  and  hard  unceasing;  labor  throu<^h 
long  years,  have  been  the  chief  factors  in  bringing  about  this  grand  result. 
At  the  head  of  all  these  of  the  present  generation  by  universal  acknowledg- 
ment stands  Garrett  PI  Ryckman,  proprietor  of  P>rocton  Wine  Cellars  and  a 
leading  grape  producer.  Mr.  Ryckman  is  the  son  of  Lawrence  F.  and  Lydia 
H.  (P'ay)  Ryckman,!  and  was  born  March  16,  1835,  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Brocton,  located  upon  in  181 1  by  his,  grandfather.  Deacon  Elijah  P'ay,  the 
pioneer,  wdio  introduced  the  grape  into  this  section  in  181 8.  One-third  of 
this  "old  farm"  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Ryckman,  while  the 
•other  two-thirds  is  covered  by  the  village  of  Brocton.  Deacon  P^iy  was  a 
native  of  Southboro,  Mass.,  born  in  1781  and  married  Lucy  Belknap,  of 
Westboro,  Mass.,  in  1807.    He  was  prominent  among  the  founders  of  the 

*C()Jitrih\ititl. 

+  rr(>!niiK'iit  atuotiii  thf  vit;(ir(»us  lIollniKl  r;uuili(.\s  tli.it  l>r«ni;,'iu  oiviliz;iti«uv  v>  early  (i  >.vm(>'>()  to  Matiliat- 
tan  Island  and  tlic  valley  of  the  MikIxjii  was  the  Kyckinan  family.  Its  nu  nibers  were  men  of  j)rosj>erily.  hi)^h 
char  ictt  r,  atid  cointnereial  iiiti  ^^rity,  atid  its  various  f^eiieratioiis  llllcd  fiflicial  tnis*^  with  dii;jnfied  and  riMe 
statesmanship.  The  cral)l>ed  Dntch  text  of  the  earliest  colotii.il  oecniKiiiev  has  ijot  all  been  i)rcserv«  <l,  but 
s-eatt'-red  here  and  there  amoni;  the  jja^es  that  cem.iin  the  name  of  Ryckman  ofl<.n  appears.  In  when 
C.overnor  Sfuyvesant  recaptnred  I-'ort  Christiatia  from  the  Swedes,  \Vashint;ton  Irvin;^  s.iys  that  amons;  the 
tro<jps.  rei)resentinu  the  "  sturdy  chivalry  of  the  Ilndson,"  were  the  Van  Dycks,  Van  ISurens.  Ryckmans  and 
others.  In  Ks;  Ahel  and  Albert  Ryckman  were  aldermen  of  New  Amsterdam  in  the  brilliant  ad jninistration 
of  city  affairs  by  Peter  Slnyvesant.  In  iChjo  Albert  Ryckn'.aii  was  commissioner  to  the  Six  Natioiis.  The  re{)ort 
of  military  officers  to  the  commander-in-chief  under  <late  of  December  30,  i'h^i,  says  :  "  Wc  are  l>n*.y  in  making; 
another  blockhouse  at  the  strand  back  of  Albert  Ryckman's."  In  the  last  decade  of  the  seveTiteenlh  century 
Albert  Ryckman,  Albert  Ryckman.  jr..  and  Harnian  Ryckman  were  anu>ng  the  sii^ners  of  the  celebrateil  petition 
of  Protestants  to  King  William  III,  In  1714  Peter  Ryckman  was  one  of  the  merchant  jietilioners  of  Albany  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade. 
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Baptist  church  in  Portland,  and  was  one  of  its  first  deacons.  His  children 
were  Clinton  S.,  Lydia  E.,  (Mrs.  Rycknian),  and  Joseph  B.  Deacon  Fay 
died  in  i860.  The  deacon  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  of  the  <^ood  men 
who  peopled  Portland/'  Mr.  Rycknian's  paternal  ^grandfather  resided  near 
Albany,  and  had  four  children,  Garrett  W.,  born  in  1804;  Caroline,  born  in 
1808  ;  Lawrence  P\,  born  in  181 2  ;  Peter,  born  in  1814,  who  met  a  soldier's 
death  while  servini^  in  the  Union  army  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher.  Law- 
rence F,  R\-ckma!i  came  to  iMX-donia  as  a  student  of  the  Academy,  there  met 
Miss  l'\iy  (wliom  he  Liter  married),  and  learned  the  clothier's  trade  of  Major 
(iorham,  at  Laona.  Mis  children  were  Garrett  Iv,  Lncy  P\,  (Mrs.  Henry  (t. 
Wilson  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,)  Mar\-  Iv,  (^frs.  vS.  M.  Mnnson,  also  of  Pasadena). 
vSome  >-ears  after  his  marria^-e  Mr.  Ryckman  removed  to  Herkimer  county^ 
and  was  connected  with  woolen  mills  at  ILirtford  and  CUu  ville  for  many 
years.     He  died  in  1873. 

(jarrett  passed  his  boyhood  ;uid  yonth  with  his  jj^randtather  P\iy,  havinj^ 
an  attendance  of  13  weeks  at  Phedonia  Academy  in  addition  to  the  education 
provided  him  at  the  district  schools,  and  from  very  early  years,  lie  attended 
to  the  niarketin;^  of  the  apples,  pears,  peaches,  etc.,  ]>roduced  on  the  larj^e 
fruit-farm  of  his  grandfather.  He  drove  a  wagon  loaded  with  fruit,  pies, 
gingerbread,  etc.,  to  those  old  centers  of  festivity  and  merriment,  county 
fairs,  regimental  and  brigade  musters,  and  carried  on  a  lively  trade  annually 
at  man\'  of  these  gatherings  in  this  and  other  counties.  This  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  disposition  of  fruit  was  the  best  possible  preparation  for  the 
shipment  of  grapes  when  the\'  became  a  leading  product.  Deacon  P'a\',  who 
introduced  the  gra])es  into  Chautauqua  county  in  181 8,  carefully  and  thor- 
oughly instructed  his  grandson  in  viniculture,  imbued  him  with  his  faith  in 
its  possil)ilities  and  future  im'portance,  and,  from  boyhood,  as  one  expresses 
it,  ''Gairett  knew  all  about  gnipes."  From  1849  to  1852  occurred  the  first 
extensive  }>lantiug  of  grapes  in  this  belt,  and  by  1854  wine-making  had 
assumed  considend)le  proportions.  In  that  year  Mr.  Ryckman  purchased 
Isabella  and  Catawba  grapes  and  manufactured  a  few  barrels  of  sweet  wine. 
The  excellence  and  puritv  of  this  wine  was  appreciated  at  home,  and  the 
entire  vintage  was  sold  to  local  druggists  for  $2  a  gallon.  This  was  the 
commencement  of  Mr.  R\  ckman's  long,  and  successful  career  as  a  wine  man- 
n.facturer,  and  from  that  \  ear  he  has  steadily  increased  his  production,  using 
the  same  care  to  maintain  the  high  ciualit)'  and  ])urit>'  that  characterised  his 
first  attempt  at  wine-making.  The  business  increased  so  rapidly  that  in 
1839  Mr.  Rs  ekman,  C;ipt.  Joseph  P..  nnd  Col.  Rufus  Ha\  \vood  built 

the  P>roctou  Wine  Cellars.  These  were  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  cellar 
and  sub-cellar  30x50  feet.  In  1865  tlie  brick  building  was  built,  and  addi- 
tional cellars  and  sub-cellars  40x70  feet  in  size.  ]\Ir.  Ryckman  became  sole 
owner  in  1879,  and  in  1886  lie  added  an  extension  of  20x60  feet  to  his  vaults. 
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In  1S.S9  the  product  liad  so  increased  that  two  additions  \vere  made  to  tlie 
vaults,  one  cellar  of  20x50  feet  and  another  of  41x60  feet.  His  cellars  now 
oocupy  410  feet  in  lenj^th  with  storage  capacity  of  2<^)0,ooo  .i^allons,  and  they 
can  be  easily  arran^^cd  to  store  300,000  j^allons.  Air.  Rycknian  has  now  in 
stock  175,000  i^allons  accordin;^^  to  the  season.  His  exhibit  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Ivxposition  at  Chica.i^^o  showed  20  varieties  of  wines  and  native 
brandies,  and  25  otit  of  the  90  varieties  of  ;L;ra])es  cultivated  by  him.  His 
wines  stand  deservedly  at  the  head  of  American  wines,  and  have  brouj^ht 
him  ninny  tokens  of  value — fir^t-class  ]>remiums  and  awards  of  merit  from 
numerous  exhil)itious,  a  silwr  medal  from  the  Stale  i'air  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
broiuc  nied.al  from  the  i'aris  P^xposition,  etc.,  etc. 

At  the  Chica.i:;o  PyXpositi(^n  in  iS<)5  he  reeei\ed  the  first  i»reminm  h^r  the 
best  exliibition  of  native  .i;ra])es,  five  medals  on  his  exhibition  of  Ihocton 
wines,  and  the  first  ])remiuin  on  his  exhil)itiou  of  fine  nati\*e  l)randy,  which 
the  jndi^e,  AP  Julian  Roy,  ])resident  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  Coi;iiac, 
Chareste,  Prance,  the  accredited  commissioner  from  iM'ance  to  this  j^overn- 
ment,  ]~»ronounced  absolutely  jnire,  and  the  best  distillation  on  exhibition 
from  the  state.  Mr.  R}  ckman\s  elTi^rts  have  been  to  jModuce  wines  that 
would  stand  the  test  of  a  comparison  with  not  only  American  wines,  but 
Enroj)eaii  in  purity,  boquet,  body  and  flavor.  The  result  is  shown  in  his 
lar<;c  and  annually  incrcasinj;  trade,  which  the  merits  of  his  products  alone 
have  brou<;ht  him,  as  he  has  used  none  of  the  devices  employed  to  build  up 
a  fictitious  reputation.  Mr.  Ryckman  has  about  140  acres  of  j^rapes  now 
(1893)  in  bearing;  ;  of  these  no  acres  are  on  one  farm  of  132  acres.  (This 
shows  how  much  of  the  area  of  this  town  is  adapted  to  grape  culture.)  The 
leading  varieties  are  Concord,  Niagara,  Agawan,  Clinton,  Montefiero,  Wordcn, 
Moore's  Early,  Delaware,  Catawba  and  Isabella.  Air.  Ryckman  was  the  first 
exporter  of  grapes  from  the  Chautaiicpia  grape  belt  to  England.  He  shipped 
200  baskets  thither  in  1889  as  an  experiment.  They  arrived  in  good  con- 
dition and  netted  him  from  four  to  six  cents  per  pound.  Dec.  29,  1875,  Mr. 
Ryckman  married  Jennie  A.,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ruth  Reynolds. 
They  commenced  housekeeping  at  the  old  P\ay  homestead.  This  has  always 
been  their  home,  and  under  their  tasteful  hands  the  "home''  has  become 
one  of  the  pleasantest  of  country  residences.  They  have  two  children,  Law^ 
rence  R.,  Ruth  E. 

A  Republican  in  politics  from  1856,  Mr.  RN  ckman's  care  has  been  rather 
to  see  that  good  men  were  placed  in  office,  than  that  those  offices  were  con- 
ferred oil  him.  Originally  a  P>aptist,  Air.  Ryckman  now  attends  the  Aletho- 
dist  church.  He  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  brotherhood  organi/ations. 
He  was  "  made  a  mason  "  in  Forest  Lodge  of  V.  A.  AP,  Fredonia,  away 
back  in  the  fifties,  still  retains  his  membership  in  the  lodge,  is  a  member 
of  Fredonia  Chapter,  and  of  Dunkirk  Commandery,  to  which  latter  he  was 
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transferred  from  Huo;h  de  Payen  Coiinnandery  of  Buffalo.  He  is  also  a 
proniineiit  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  of  Brocton  (xranj^^e,  No.  2,  (from  organization),  and  of  Pomona 
Grange.  In  each  and  all  of  these  societies  he  is  a  willing  worker  and  prized 
companion.  He  is  a  liberal  and  public  spirited  citizen — a  leader  in  every- 
thing lending  to  advance  the  community  or  the  grape-growing  section,  and 
his  time  and  money  are  generously  expended  in  attaining  these  ol)jects.  He 
was  largcl)'  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  village  of  Brocton,  and  at 
the  first  election,  April  17,  l^>94,  was  unanimously  elected  its  president.  He 
is  one  of  the  successful  and  prosperous  self-made  men  of  Chautauqua  county. 


WESTFIELD. 

'    CHAPTER  LIV. 

WESTFIELD,  the  second  town  in  the  state  when  coming  from  the 
west  along  the  shore  of  Lake  I^rie,  is  fifty-seven  miles  south  of 
west  from  Buffalo.  It  was  formed  from  Portland  and  Ripley, 
March  29,  1829.  It  contains  29,341  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  two-thirds 
lies  on  the  slightly  rising  plain  stretching  back  from  Lake  Erie.  Its  west 
line  is  a  "range''  line  running  south  ten  miles  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  south 
line  of  Township  3.  The  south  line  follows  the  south  line  of  Township  3 
east  across  three  lots  from  the  west  line  2,25  miles.  The  east  line  runs  due 
north  nearly  2.3  miles  to  Cliautauqua  creek,  then  follows  the  creek  until  it 
leaves  it  about  two  miles  from  Westfield  village  and  runs  nearly  paralled  with 
the  Lake  Erie  shore  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Portland.  PVom  this  point  it 
follows  the  range  line  running  from  Lake  P)rie.  The  soil  is  productive. 
Grape  culture  toda\-  takes  precedence  in  the  level  parts.  The  southern  por- 
tion is  hilly  affording  hue  dairy  farms.  Chautauqua  creek  runs  northerly 
through  the  town  in  a  picturesque  gorge  with  rocky  sides  from  30  to  60  feet 
high,  covered  in  many  ]»laces  witli  wild  grapevines,  other  "climbers"  and 
shrubs.  The  Little  Chautaucpui  creek  runs  west  and  northwest,  and  unites 
with  Chautiuuiua  creek  one  mile  south  of  the  village.  PVom  the  hills 
delightful  vie\v>  are  enjoyed,  and  tlie  drive  from  Westfield  to  Mayville  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  tliis  region.  The  town  is  traversed  by  the  "  Lake  vShore  " 
and  "Nickel  Plate''  railroads,  which  give  speedy  and  direct  communication 
with  both  the  east  and  west,  and  good  shipping  facilities.  The  population 
in  i860  was  3,640;  in  1865,  3,559;  in  1870,  3,645;  in  1875,  3,651;  1880, 
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3,323;  1890,  3,401  ;  1892,  3,615.  The  total  valuation  of  assessed  real  estate 
and  personal  property  in  1892  was  $2,107,697. 

A  dense  and  tanj^led  jungle  of  heavy  hemlocks,  cedars  and  taniaracs, 
mingled  with  maples,  oaks,  beeches,  and  chestnuts,  here  covered  the  ground 
for  many  years.  Chautauqua  creek,  choked  by  fLiUen  logs  and  the  debris  of 
ages,  rolled  its  vast  volume  to  Lake  Erie;  while  many  smaller  streams,  now 
dry  in  summer,  and  with  scarce  any  magnitude  at  any  time,  kept  sinuous 
course  through  tiie  marshy  forests  and  made  homes  for  thousands  of  trout 
and  other  finny  inhabitants.  The  Indians  roamed  here,  engaged  in  warfare, 
gathered  game,  and  glided  away,  the  fall  of  their  moccasins  striking  sound- 
less on  the  yielding  forest  car])et.  The  people  who  preceded  them,  like  the 
savages  themselves,  left  no  evidence  of  their  occupancy,  unless  the  scarce 
discernible  remains  of  the  ''old  fort''  (of  which  the  older  citizens  tell)  date 
back  to  that  day.  The  first  clear  light  of  iCuropean  occupation  shone 
through  the  mists  however  at  an  early  day  of  American  history.  Long  before 
the  colonists  dreamed  of  resisting  the  swa\'  of  Ivngland,  bVance,  tliat  subtle 
foe  of  Britain,  "  made  seizin  "  of  the  soil  of  Westfield  as  an  out]K)St  in  her 
struggle  for  the  American  continent.  Would  it  not  sur])rise  the  people  even 
more  than  did  the  sight  of  the  famous  bvUglish  and  Central  trains  from  tiie 
Chicago  Ivxposition  of  1893  to  know  that  an  army  of  nearly  1,500  iM-ench- 
men,  with  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  coming  in  enormous  b(xats  jn'opelled  by 
large  paddles,  had  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  creek?  This  landing 
was  made  in  October,  1753,  and  200  of  them  cut  out  ''  a  good  wagon  road  '* 
to  Mayville  (see  page  84).  This  road  not  only  served  the  purpose  of  its 
builders,  but  when  the  French  vanished,  like  their  predecessors  the  Indians, 
this  road  remained,  and  became  one  of  the  first  highways  of  the  early  pio- 
neers, and  much  merchandise,  "  with  salt  from  Onondaga  county,''  passed 
over  it  cti  route  to  the  Ohio  Valley.  Traces  of  this  work — the  first  civiliza- 
tion of  our  county — may  yet  be  noted  by  the  careful  anti(piarian.  No  doubt 
this  highway  had  something  to  do  with  the  early  settlement  of  Westfield^ 
although  nearly  fifty  years  had  passed,  for  young  James  McMahan,  (whose 
first  visit  was  in  1795),  could  hardly  have  surveyed  two  seasons  in  *' the  lake 
country"  without  learning  of  and  doubtless  availing  himself  of  the  advant- 
ages of  this  road,  and  the  accounts  of  the  fertility  and  beauty  of  this  region 
which  he  carried  to  his  Pennsylvania  home  perhaps  acquired  an  added 
romance  from  the  story  of  this  strange  highway  found  in  this  unpeopled  dis- 
trict. Be  that  as  it  may,  the  nineteenth  century  had  but  just  appeared  on 
the  dial  plate  of  time,  when,  with  his  brother  John,  he  came  over  this  same 
highway,  and  after  purchasing  4,074  acres  of  land  further  west,  bought  for  a 
home  a  lot  of  land  within  a  .sliort  disi:ance  of  this  mystic  Portage  Road." 
*'  On  this  spot  ten  acres  of  land  were  cleared,  and  the  first  home  established  in 
the  county  was  built  in  1802."    (See  chapters  18  and  19).    Here  he  proposed 
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to  foniul  a  vilhiiL^e  to  Ixj  named  "  Xortlinniberland  from  liis  iiatiYe  county. 
He  surveyed  the  fir.st  r<jad  of  the  count)'  in  1S05,  and  did  this  so  that  tlie 
Crossroads  were  located  liere.  Here  also  was  established  the  county's 
first  post  office,  Chautauf{na/'  in  1S06,  himself  the  postmaster.  ICdward 
>rcllenry  scitlcvl  adjoinini;-  McMcdian  in  1S02  and  was  <lro\vned  the  next 
\-ear.     He  opened  tin-  first  tawrn  ol"  the  county.  * 

The  history  of  We^lfk-Ul  before  its  organization  is  that  of  its  parent 
towns — r(M  tlaiu]  and  Ri'pley.  W'e  lunvever  ^ive  the  names  of  the  first  set- 
tlers a^  they  appear  on  the  west  >ide  of  the  monument  at  the  ''Cross  r(.iads.'' 

J.iTiKs  MrMali.ii:,  I'.as::  lUir-c-^^,  VA.  W.  Mi'lK-nrv,  Win.  MoT.!  ido,  Jiu».  Mo.Maluui,  Hu-li 
Wliilc-hill.  'riioiii.i-.  McCliJil.iok.  AMliur  llcll,  (k-oiL-^e  W'liiu-hiil,  David  Ivimmi,  Thoina.s 
(U-ri^asl,  Havi'l  I^al"ii,  TKoma,  15.  Caiii|i1)cll.  Roln-rl  l>i\(;ii,  \\"  M.  .\lc\aii(li.'T ,  jaiiir-^  lUnm, 
A!c\.  Coc-lnan,  ],<>\\  Minii^t  r,  W'  M.  Cn>:^'^U)\v,  l'ct(.r  Kaiic,  lUirl>an  I'.roiku  a\  ,  ])avi<l  Kiinaiil, 
JiK..  i;.  I)ins!m.rc,  Ohadiali  j<.v,  \\"  M.  Murray,  Asa  S].«.ar,  Ijiarlcs  1-orsytlic,  IIu.:^'c  Ri'ldlt.-, 
Jacob  ('.c()rL,^e,  Cah  iii  r.arns,  I'crry  Ci.  I-'.lswonli,  David  Royi'c,  Ali-x  I.owr}  ,  (if(;rm.- Dull,  Alex. 
C.  Marliti,  W'ni.  l^c-11,  Dr.  I..  Richuiuiid,  ^Moscn  Adams,  I.aiii^lilin  McXiel,  Jonathan  Cass,  James 
Munt^iomcry,  A>a  Hall,  .S.nuuel  Wilkinson,  Nath  inicl  I'.ird,  ."samuel  Harrison,  William  Riddle, 
Josiah  (J(jsej)h)  I'anwwortii,  Xeclio.  U.eori;e,  Stej)hen  II.  Prenderv^ast,  Jno.  Aore,-%,  Jeremiah 
Clump,  Nathan  I'ay,  Joiialhan  Adams,  j-^lisha  l'i\y,  Ahram  I'rederick,  Jno.  Taylor,  C.ideou 
Cioodrich,  Jno.  Henry,  James  I'.r.nmon,  Wm.  Crosi^rovc,  ( )liver  Stetson,  Robert  Dicksi>n." 

Other  names  are  i^iveu  as  entitled  to  a  ]>lace  on  this  sto!ie,  amonj^  them  are  Hethuel  liond, 
Jona.  Harmon,  David  ],.  Coehr.in,  IClisha  I'oster,  Joseph  Ivhy.  Ahram  Missmore,  l\li/.ur  Talcott, 
David  Hi i^'L^ins,  John  1 'ope,  Teletiah  Rice,  H.  Tourtelotte,  Samuel  Tucker,  Reletiah  Hutchin.s, 
David  Ktn.^ht,  Isaac  Sweet,  John  JJrewer,  Chri.-,toi)her  Derbyshire,  John  House.  'I'hc east  side  of 
the  mtmmnent  contains  :  "  This  monument  is  erected  to  commemorate  the  i)lace  where  the  (irst 
tavern  was  kept  in  CliantaiKiua  county,  the  first  militia  training,  and  the  lirst  town  iiieetinji^ 
were  held,  birst  town  t>tlkers  elected  in  1S05  ;  I'irst  supervisor,  John  McMahan  ;  town  clerk, 
J;imes  Monti^^oinery  ;  as'-e->M)rs,  Jame>  McMahan,  Heiijamiii  I'.arrett,  William  Alexander;  com- 
missioners of  hii^h  ways,  Thoma-,  McClintock,  James  Dunn,  Arthur  Hell  ;  consta!>le  and  collector, 
John  Lyons  ;  over^eer^  of  ]>oor,  /.attu  Ciishinj^,  Abram  b'rederick,  fence  viewer,  James  Perry  ; 
poundiiiasler,  David  Kincaid  ;  ovi  r^eer.^  of  hij^hwa\  ->,  Peter  Kain,  Orsamus  Holine-^,  Samuel 
Harrison.  The  first  white  child  born  in  the  couiitvwas  John  .McHeiiry,  who  now  resides  in 
Westfield.*    I'irected  in  lS66.    The  desii(n  by       T.  I'oote.     I'inished  by  S.  Nixcjii." 

The  monument  is  of  Herea  sandstone,  its  base  is  4  feet,  6  inches  lonj^,  25  inches  wide,  14 
inches  thick.  The  stone  is  5  feet  hij^h,  2  feet,  9 inches  wide,  10  inches  thick,  and  has  a  4 
inch  oval  top.    At  the  eiuls  of  the  base  are  two  buhr  stones  used  in  the  I'lrst  mill  of  the  county. 

The  anntud  town  meetin<^s  of  Chautauqua  were  held  in  1805,  1806,  1807 
at  Chaiitauqiu\  or  Portland  "  Cross-roads  at  the  inn  "  of  ''  Widow  Sarah 
McHenry.''  (Hy  1807  she  had  become  Mrs.  Sarah  Perry.)  The  annual 
town-nieetiui^  of  Portland  was  held  in  1814  at  the  ''inn"  of  Jonathan  Cass, 
and  in  1 815  at  that  of  Mrs.  vSarah  Perry.  The  winter  of  1806-7  was  Yery 
severe,  with  intense  col  l  and  heavy  fall  of  snow.  The  mill  was  frozen, 
(there  was  none  other  this  side  of  Erie)  and  some  of  the  settlers  used  mortars 
and  pestles  to  make  their  "  hominv.''  After  the  ne.xt  few  years  j^rain  was 
plenty  and  cheap.  Rye  .sold  from  15  to  17  cents  a  bushel,  and  corn  at  a  rel- 
.ative  price.    Whiskey  was  as  essential  in  hoti.sehold  supplies  as  flour  or  salt, 
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and  its  price  was  from  20  to  25  cents  a  j^mIIou.  Little  of  tlie  i^rain  was  used 
or  distilled  here.  It  was  ]>riuci})ally  hauled  to  the  market  and  exchanii^ed  for 
'';^a")ods."  Mducatioii  was  early  i)rovided.  William  Murray  is  said  to 
have  taiii;ht  in  1-^03.  In  iSof)  a  school  was  kejH  for  some  months  and  Anna 
Eaton,  a  capable  instructor,  taui^ht  in  the  summer  of  1S07.  Tliese  were  the 
first  schools  of  the  county  and  the  ''Cross-roads/' 

In  the  live  years  after  Colonel  ?.IcMahan  and  Iviward  Alcliciir)-  had 
])ilched  their  tents  in  this  lo\'ely  re^i^ion  ihe  seltlenienl  was  enlar;^ed  by  other 
])ioneers.  Amoni^-  them  were  David  Kincaid,  Artliiir  Dell,  Chrisloplier  Dull, 
James  MontL;<)mery,  Oeori^e  and  John  De_iL;eer,  Jeremiah  and  Jaeol)  ( reor^e, 
Lau-hlin  McNeil,  ('.eor^e  Whitehill,  David  ICason,  Mallliew  MeClintoek, 
Low  Mini, L;er.  Manxof  these  were  from  Pennsylvania.  Duiiii'^  the  next 
decade,  accordin;^;  to  Vouu^l;,  the  ])oj)nlalion  was  hni^^ely  increase*",  many  set- 
tlers havin;^'  families.  Amon,i>;^  the  hon»)red  names  of  the  earlier  settlers  after 
the  ?\IcMahans  and  McIIenr)  s  were  Arthur  lieil  ( Revolutionar\-  soldier)  and 
son  William  (iSoj  or  prominent  in  formation  of  riesbvteiian  church 

of  the  Cross-roads  James  Mont.^onierx'  (iSo^jalso  an  (>ri;L:iual  mend)er 
and  elder  of  this  church;  TIioukin  MeClintoek  (i.So;)  a  ]M)pular  ta\-eru 
keeper;''  David  bkison  (1S07)  first  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  state  senator, 
1S23-4  ;  James  ?yIcCluri:  (1810)  the  town's  first  merchant  and  a  successful 
financier  ;  Asa  Hall  father  of  Frank  A.,  (1811)  also  prominent  as  an  elder  in 
Presbyterian  church.  He  and  sons  (Teori;e  and  Asa  served  in  war  of  1S12  ; 
Jonathan  Cass  (181 1 )  first  "  tavern  keeper  "  of  the  \  illa_!:;e  and  early  merchant  ; 
Philip  vStevens  (181 2) ;  Klizur  Talcott  (18121  cloth  dresser;  David  Knii;ht 
18131  ?  Jonathan  Nichols  U8i3»  Re\olutionary  soldier  ;  Amos  Atwater  <  1813) 
wool  carder  and  cloth  dresser  ;  Kber  vStone  <  18131  miller;  Reul>en  Wri^^ht 
1814)  early  cloth  dresser.  His  sons  Allen  and  Reuljen  G.  ha\e  been  leadins^ 
business  men  ;  Col.  Nathaniel  Bird  (  181 51  in  earl\-  life  a  soldiei  of  the  Revo- 
lution, a  leader  in  every  ])ublic  matter  of  the  county.  He  was  the  orii^inator 
of  the  PulTalo  and  P^rie  line  of  staj^es,  (or  years  his  house  was  a  ''  free  tavern  " 
to  the  emij^rant  ;  Deacon  William  Couch  and  sons  Hiram  and  Warren  (18151 
])rominent  in  Presbyterian  church  and  j:;oo(l  works  ;  Solomon  Hinkley  ( 18131  ; 
Daniel  C.  Northru])  11816);  David  Cochran  (1816);  Stephen  I'oot  (18161; 
Dr.  Silas  Spencer  (^1817)  })hysician  ;  his  son  John  had  a  national  reputation 
as  a  surgeon;  Thomas  B.  Campbell  ( 1817 )  capitalist,  county  clerk,  judge, 
and  "  man  of  affairs;"  Abram  Dixon  (1817)  WestfiekPs  first  lawyer,  and 
state  senator  1 840-1 844  ;  William  Sexton  (181 7)  sherifif.  The  character  of 
the  settlers  was  of  the  best.  '  Those  following  the  pioneer  period  were  cither 
New  Englanders  or  sons  of  New  Englauders  from  the  eastern  and  central 
parts  of  this  state,  with  a  few  prudent  and  industrious  people  from  Pennsyl- 
vania in  some  of  whom  Dutch  blood  predominated.  (To  some  the  first  table 
spread  for  tlieir  frugal  meals  was  the  smooth  top  of  a  stump.)    Later  there 
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was  a  small  steady  influx  of  Irish  families,  which  was  gradually  augmented 
during  the  building  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad,  and  quite  a  proportion  of 
the  present  population  comes  from  that  source.  In  1819  Thomas  Norton, 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Prendergast,  came  here.  He  is  said  to  have  been, 
the  first  cabinet-maker  in  Weslfield.  He  was  a  scholarly  man.  In  1824  and, 
within  a  few  \ears  thcrc-afler,  \W*stficld,  according  to  Young,  recei\'c'd  (juitc 
an  accession  of  lousiness  men  from  Warsaw — Oliver  Lee,*  John  McWhorter, 
(LeetS:  McWhorter)  meicliants  ;  Augustine  U.  Baldwin,  merchant  ;  Aaron 
Rumse)',  tanner;  Daniel  Rockwell,  liatter  ;  Larned  (kUe,  proprietoi  oi  West- 
field  House;  later  came  James  D.  Carlisle,  tailor;  Calvin  Runisey,  tanner; 
Loren/o  T.  P]iel})s,  harness-maker,  and  later  a  banker. 

''Other  traders  were  James  Atkins  who  kept  the  first  store  in  the  village 
in  i8oS,-  Jo>]nKi  R.  r>abcock,  Oliver  Lee,  John  McWhorter,  Augustine  U. 
IkUdwin  ;  James  Parker  and  William  Brittan  were  tanners.  Aaron  Rumsey 
\\as  a  tanner  and  currier  and  dealt  in  leather,  boots  and  shoes.  Daniel 
Rockwell,  a  natter.  Later  on  in  the  thirties,  James  D.  Carlisle  carried  on 
tailoring.  Gervis  P\>ot  conducted  merchandising.  Jasper  Harrhigton,  who 
located  in  Westfield  in  carried  on  the  carding  of  wool  and  cloth  dress- 

ing for  some  \ears,  then  engaged  in  general  hardware  and  tin  and  coi)per- 
ware  manufacture.  William,  Hugh  and  James  Johnston  were  in  })artner^hip 
as  niercluuits.  wSamuel  Johnston  born  in  iSio  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
emigrated  to  America  in  1S47,  settled  in  Westfield  and  was  in  the  meat  busi- 
ness for  many  yeais  ;  he  owned  and  conducted  a  farm  of  over  100  acres. 
His  sons  are  Robert,  James  and  iMank.  vHe  is  now  a  resident  of  the  villa«^e. 
Stephen  Rumse\*  was  a  merchant  and  a  manufacturer  of  leather.  Jonas 
Harrington  conducted  ])oot  and  shoe  making  until  1875."  .r 

Until  the  formation  of  the  town,  March  29,  1829,  the  settlers  were  busily 
occupied  in  clearing  and  cultivating  their  farms,  building  and  condticting 
saw  and  gristmills,  carrying  on  carding  and  cloth-dressing,  etc.  Marriages 
were  consummated,  (the  first  one  that  of  James  Montgomery  and  Sarah  Tay- 
lor, June  30,  1805),  children  were  born,  and  deaths  occurred.  Merchants  had 
located,  a  tannery  bad  been  built,  and  not  the  least  in  importance  ''a 
meeting-house  erected"  by  the  Presbyterians  (in  1817),  a  Methodist  class 
organized,  and  thus  early  the  peo])le  had  established  that  fiivorable  character 
for  industry,  sobriety  and  intelligence  which  has  appertained  to  the  town  all 
through  its  history.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  April  7,  1829,  at  the 
Westfield  House,  then  and  for  long  years  after  kept  by  Asa  Ivarnsworth. 
The  ofificers  elected  were  :  Amos  Atwater,  supervisor  ;  Doniel  Rockwell, 
clerk  ;  Hiram  Couch,  Robert  Cochran,  2d,  Jojiathan  Cass,  assessors  ;  Lyman 
Redington,  collector;  Low  Miniger,  William  Bell,  overseers  of  the  poor; 

♦  lie  cainc  to  WtstfuUi  in  jhJ4,  three  yt-ars  later  he  rc!iiove«l  to  Silver  Creek,  where  for  years  he  resided 
becoming;  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Western  New  York. 
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James  Moiitj^omcry,  William  vScxton,  Solh  G.  Root,  ]ii«4hway  commissioners  ; 
William  Bell,  Warren  Coucli,  Rol>ert  Dickson,  school  commissioners  ;  Abram 
Dixon,  Anstin  Stone,  Russell  Mallory,  school  inspectors  ;  Lyman  Redinj^j^ton, 
Robert  P.  Stetson,  constables  ;  Isaac  Mallory,  J^ow  Miniver,  Cicrvis  Poot, 
fence  viewers;  James  McClur^^,  pound  master.  The  next  sprint- 11830)  after 
Westfield  took  its  place  anionfj^  the  towns  of  the  county  there  came  to  reside 
amon<^  its  people  a  fnie-lookin<^  young  man,  liberally  educated,  possessing 
high  abilities,  and  the  first  principal  of  Fredonia  Academy,  where  he  had 
wooed  and  won  one  of  his  pupils,  Sarah  ]\IcMahan,  the  daughter  of  the  coun- 
ty's first  settler.  This  was  Austin  Smith  who  located  here  as  a  lawyer  and 
who  has  been  a  resident  here  for  sixty-three  years.    (See  sketcdi.)    lie  says  : 

'*  When  I  came  to  Westfield  to  reside  in  the  spring  of  iS3(->,  there  were 
3  lawyers  residing  here.  Abram  Dixon  was  the  oldest.  He  had  resided 
here  a  good  many  years  at  that  time.  lie  lived  in  the  brick  house  on  the 
south  side  of  Main  street,  and  occu|)ied  the  brick  office  now  used  for  .ui 
ex])ress  office.  He  had  built  the  house  and  ollice  sex'eral  \  oars  ])erore,  and 
owned  them  and  the  lot  they  stood  on.  Mr.  Dixon,  I  think,  was  the  oldest 
lawyer  in  the  county,  and  I  may  safely  say  that  he  had  no  superior  as  a  pro- 
found lawyer.  He  would  make  the  strongest  brief  and  argument  on  ixi|)er 
of  any  lawyer  in  the  county,  and  yet  ill  attempting  to  sum  uj)  or  argue  a 
cause,  exlcmporaneously,  he  seemed  to  lose  confidence  in  himst.-lf  and  would 
be  at  a  loss  for  words.  I  entered  into  partnership  with  liim  when  I  first  came 
here,  and  we  continued  the  practice  of  law  in  the  old  l)rick  office  as  jxirtners 
for  over  11  years — till  I  became  surrogate  of  Chautau(pia  county  in  1841. 
The  other  two  lawyers  residing  here  were  Hon.  David  Mann  and  Joseph 
White.  They  occupied  a  small  brick  office  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
public  common,  where  the  Episcopal  church  now  stands.  Mr.  Mann  was  a 
prominent  and  successful  advocate.  He  was  a  large,  heavy  man,  weighing 
probably  230  lbs.  Joseph  WHiite  was  a  son  of  Dr.  W^hite  of  Cherry  Valley. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  talent,  paid  very  little  attention  to  law  practice,  but 
gave  his  time  principally  to  dealing  in  real  estate." 

John  G.  and  Watson  S.  Hinkley  of  Massachusetts  ancestry  practised  law 
here.  John  M.  Keep  was  a  teacher  and  a  lawyer  of  high  ability.  Zadoc 
C.  Young  was  at  one  time  a  law-partner  of  Henry  C.  Kingsbury. 

Physicians. — Dr.  Lawton  Richmond,  a  Methodist  [)reacher,  and  the  sec- 
ond physician  of  the  county,  came  to  this  county  in  1S09,  settled  at  the 
"Cross-roads"  in  Westfield  in  181 2,  and  practiced  medicine  in  a  wide  extent 
of  country.  He  is  said  to  have  preached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  in  the 
county.  From  181 7  to  1829  he  did  not  live  in  Westfield,  but  from  1829  to 
1834  he  practiced  medicine  here.  He  then  removed  t<:)  Meadville,  Pa.,  where 
he  died  in  1843.  Dr.  Fenn  Deming  came  to  the  Cross-roads  "  about  181 4, 
and  opened  the  first  drug  store  at  the    Cross-roads  "  prior  to  1818.    He  was 
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a  surgeon  in  the  war  of  1812.  Dr.  Marcins  Simons,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, settled  here  in  1816,  removed  in  1820;  he  went  to  Brocton  in  1849, 
where  lie  died  in  1865.  Dr.  vSilas  vSpencer  came  to  the  "  Cross-roads  "  in 
i.Siy.  He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  ;  a  reputable  practitioner.  He  had 
served  in  the  war  of  1S12.  His  practice  was  ardiujus,  extensive  and  success- 
ful. Dr.  Carlton  Jones  became  a  resident  about  1823.  He  wasaskiHul  sur- 
oeon.  Daniel  Lee,  l-'rederiek  Ihadley,  Dr.  Kimball  were  rdso  in  practice 
liere.  Dr.  Daniel  Henn  commenced  the  duties  of  his  profession  in  Westfield 
early  in  1839.  Dr.  \Vm.  vS.  Stockton  was  here  in  1840.  Later  physicians 
were  :  Oscar  F.  Jones,  Dr.  Ken\'ou,  George  A.  Hall,  Charles  P.  Graves,  and 
Dr.  John  S|)eucer,  son  of  Silas,  who  was  born  in  Westfield  in  182 1.  After 
his  graduati(jn  from  Cleveland  Medical  College  in  1842  he  practiced  medicine 
in  his  nati\-e  town,  paying  however  special  attention  to  surgery.  In  1843 
he  was  elected  professor  of  surgery  in  Franklin  Medical  college,  then  located 
at  St.  Charles,  Illinois  ;  he  resigned  and  returned  to  Westfield.  In  1861  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Morgan  examining  surgeon  for  the  9tli  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  was  commissioned  regimental  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  He  was 
with  Gen.  McClellan  biit  resigned  his  commission  in  1863,  not  being  in  good 
healtli.  In  iSi):^  he  was  ap|)oiiited  I'nited  vStates  examining  surgeon  for 
in\'alid  ]K-nsioneij^.  He  was  a  ])ublic-spii ited  man,  and  erected  a  statel)'  res- 
idence, and  als(j  the  vSpencer  block  in  which  is  an  audience  room  beiiring 
the  name  of  his  daughter  \'irginia.  He  served  as  president  of  the  village 
and  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  for  several  years. 

From  organization  the  town  steadily  grew  in  importance.  Fine  fields 
took  the  place  (^f  clearings,  orchards  were  set  out  and  ]:)ears,  peaches,  plums, 
cherries  and  a])ples  flourished.  A  period  of  wheat  raising  and  sheep  raising 
inaugurated  gcjod  times.  In  1837  one  of  the  most  useful  individuals  in 
de\'elo|)ing  the  town's  future  pro>perit\'  made  his  home  here.  This  was 
Sextus  H.  Hungerford.  (vSee  sketch).  In  1841  the  town  gained  a  most  val- 
uable citizen.  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson  (see  sketch)  who  came  to  be  agent 
for  the  Chautaiuiua  land  oflice.  The  opening  of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  in 
1852  brought  rapid  transportation,  which  had  been  afforded  before  onl)'  by 
wagons  and  the  lake  vessels.  The  town  increased  in  wealth  and  the  valua- 
tions of  its  farms  became  higher.  Dr.  FVancis  B.  Brewer,  a  wealth\'and  public 
s])ii  ited  ])erson  of  generous  aims,  was  attracted  b\'  the  beauts' and  ad\'antages 
of  the  town  and  became  a  citizen  in  1861,  and  was  identified  with  many  of 
its  interests  until  his  death.  (See  sketch).  The  civil  war  was  jxissed  with- 
out any  burden  of  debt  to  weigh  down  the  town  in  future  years.  Over  ninety 
soldiers  were  sent  to  battle  for  the  LTnion  from  1861  to  1865,  of  which  not  a 
few  sealed  their  devotion  with  their  blood,  among  them  the  gallant  Col.  Jer- 
emiah C.  Drake,  who,  while  in  command  of  his  brigade,  was  mortally  wounded 
at  Cold  Harbor.    The  war  over  attention  once  more  was  given  to  increasing 
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tlie  iini)Ortance  of  the  town.  Wcstficld  villaj^^e  liad  drawn  away  the  business 
of  Haicelona  and  was  now  the  only  center  of  tlie  town.  It  liad  come  to  be 
one  of  the  most  beantifnl  villages  of  the  lake  shore.  The  orape  industry 
commenced  about  the  close  of  the  war  and  now  millions  of  dollars  are  invested 
in  it  and  thousands  f)f  acres  are  covered  with  vines,  of  which  Westfield  has  a 
lar^e  share,  and  acknowledges  it  as  her  leading  source  of  wealtli.  Capital, 
culture  and  a  most  attractive  circle  of  society  with  schools  of  hii^h  <;rade 
combine  to  make  this  a  town  of  more  than  ordinary  desirability  as  a  place  of 
residence. 

Karceloxa. — (vSee  page  165.)  The  Barcelona  company  laid  out  a  city 
here  in  1831,  a  brick  hotel  was  erected,  and  soon  five  stores  were  ha\  ing  a 
brisk  trade.  Gervis  Foot  was  a  merchant  on  the  dock  many  years  and  the 
last  to  leave.  Previous  to  1845  there  was  but  one  forwarding  house  here, 
which  by  exorbitant  jn'ices  had  driven  away  most  of  the  custom  in  tlour,  salt, 
fish,  etc.  Mr.  I'oot  built  a  small  wharf,  commence<l  forwarding  at  fair  i)rices, 
and  soon  tlrew  the  trade  of  merchants  from  Warren  and  be>'ond.  The  busi- 
ness largely  increased,  and  in  1847  he  built  a  wharf  costing  $20,000  on  the 
north  side  of  the  point.  After  government  appropriations  ceased  he  built  the 
long  wharf  and  freighthouses  on  the  east  side,  inside  the  bar,  where  only 
small  steamers  could  land,  and  by  small  sail  vessels  kept  up  business,  selling 
flour,  salt,  lumber,  etc,  and  making  lime  from  stone  brought  from  Canada.  He 
was  a  giant  in  strength,  of  wonderful  energy,  and  did  all  that  could  be  done  to 
avert  the  downfall  of  Barcelona,  which  was  accomplished  by  the  opening  of 
the  Lake  Shore  road.  His  once  very  jirofitable  ])ropcrty  he  sold  to  Stephen 
Rumsey  for  Si 2,000.  Mr.  Foot  was  a  son  of  Stephen  Foot,  and  was  born  in 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1804.  When  he  came  to  Westfield  in  181 6  with  his 
father  there  was  but  one  building  in  the  forest  wilderness  east  of  the  creek, 
the  log  tavern  of  Jonathan  Cass  on  Main  and  North  Portage  streets.  Ste])hen 
Foot  located  land  embracing  the  east  and  west  branches  of  Chautanc[ua  creeks, 
building  his  log  house  on  the  old  I'rench  road  near  (ilen  Mill.  On  coming 
of  age  Oervis  settled  on  the  Peacock  land  near  the  lake,  lived  there  30  years, 
clearing  much  land  on  contract  for  Mr.  Peacock.  P'rom  Barcelona  Mr.  P^oot 
removed  to  Westfield  and  kept  a  grocery.  He  died  in  1880.  His  only 
child,  Cynthia,  married  A.  A.  Comstock,  a  real  estate  dealer  and  builder. 
The  Foot  family,  originally  English,  owned  much  land  early  in  Connecticut, 
and  intermarried  with  leading  families,  one  marrying  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman 
Beecher,  and  two,  colonial  governors.  Admiral  Foote  and  Jndge  Foote 
belong  to  this  family. 

In  1846  Joshua  LaDue,  a  native  of  Auburn,  who  had  been  a  res'^ent  of 
the  county  many  years,  and  then  residing  in  Westfield,  was  appointed 
keeper  of  the  lighthouse  at  Barcelona.    He  held  the  position  several  years. 

Brigadier-General  Joseph  Farnsworth  was  born  in  Groton,  Mass.,  in  1765, 
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settled  at  Barcelona  in  1816  and  was  a  merchant.  He  later  built  the  dwell- 
ing and  shops  on  the  ''Abbott  place  "  and  manufactured  plows,  axes,  and 
ed<^ed  tools  for  many  years.  His  son,  Asa,  was  lon<^  the  popular  proprietor 
of  the  Wcstfield  House.  David  L.  Cochran,  born  in  1796  in  Pennsylvania, 
settled  between  Barcelona  and  Westfield,  where  he  operated  a  sawmill.  He 
was  well  versed  in  navigation,  surveying  and  astronomy.  He  had  talent 
for  high  station  but  lived  a  quiet  life  in  his  little  stone  house."  He  died 
in  1890  aged  94. 

MillSy  Tajuicrit-s^  Manufactures^  etc. — The  first  mills  used  in  the  county 
and  in  Wcstfield  were  tlie  ''  hominy  mills  "  of  the  pioneers,  but  the  first 
gristmill  was  near  the  niouth  of  Chautauqua  creek,  built  by  John  McIMahau 
about  1804.  A  sawmill  was  soon  after  erected.  In  181 1  Nathan  Cass  built 
a  small  gristmill  and  a  sawmill  where  the  Westfield  mill  stands.  This  pro])- 
perty  now  l^elongs  to  William  Vorce.  A  freshet  carried  away  the  dam  in 
1893  and  Mr.  \'orce  rebuilt  it.  Amos  Atwater  and  Hber  vStoiie  were  the 
next  owners.  Klizur  Talcott  commenced  dressing  cloth  as  early  as  181 2  or  181 4. 
In  1 818  another  gristmill  was  ljuilt  on  the  paper  mill  site.  Amos  Atwater 
built  a  sawmill  in  1820  and  Simeon  J.  Porter  soon  after  erected  an  oilmill  ; 
Joseph  b\irns\vurth  also  built  an  oilmill.  A  sawmill  built  early  on  Little 
Chautaiupia  creek,  was  owned  by  Timothy  Pope,  and  there  Hiram  Couch  and 
Lester  vStone  subsequently  had  a  carding  and  cloth-dressing  mill,  which 
about  1850  was  changed  to  a  gristmill,  now  the  ''  Glen  Mill."  James  Parker 
estaljlislied  the  first  tannery  south  of  York's  foundry.  Aaron  Rumsey,  who 
came  in  1825,  h^^ilt  a  large  tannery  below  the  bridge  east  of  the  creek  and 
conducted  it  for  several  years.    In  1840  Pliram  Tiffany  established  a  tannery. 

The  Westfield  Mar1)Ie  and  Granite  Works  was  established  in  1846.  In 
1848  Samuel  Nixon  bought  one-half  interest  and  two  years  later  purchased 
the  other  half  and  controlled  the  business  until  his  death  in  1876.  His  sons, 
PI  C.  and  S.  PVederick  Nixon  (Nixon  Bros),  now  carry  on  the  largely  increased 
business.  Plon.  S.  V.  Nixon  has  been  supervisor  eight  years  and  is  now  in 
nomination  for  his  fifth  term  as  member  of  assembly. 

In  1848  Hiram  Couch  and  Lester  Stone  erected  a  woolen  factory  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  south  of  the  bridge.  This  factory  was  in  operation 
for  many  years.  In  1852  Buck  and  Patchin  commenced  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements.  In  about  1853  Crossgrove,  Kim])all  and  Wells 
started  a  foundry  and  machine  shop.  In  1854  the  Chautauqua  com])any  was 
formed  t(^  manufacture  horse-rakes,  plows,  and  cultivators,  which  was  con- 
tinued until  185s,  when  mowers  and  reapers  were  manufactured  until  i860. 
(je(^rge  P.  York  in  1861  began  to  make  the  Ihicke\'e  mower,  and  with  Wni. 
H.  Wilson  and  Abel  Patchin,  as  Patchin  <S:  Co.,  made  the  first  oil  tools  used 
in  the  oil  country,  and  manufactured  engines.  In  1863  Mr.  York  became 
sole  owner  and  was  in  business  until  his  death  in  1888.  In  1889  Mr.  Wilson  and 
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Will.  H.  Usborne  succeeded  to  a  portion  of  this  business  and  built  their  repair 
and  machine  sliops  on  Nortli  Portao;e  street,  and  do  steam  and  water  fitting. 

In  1864  the  Townsend  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized  to  manu- 
facture locks,  and  their  annual  production  was  $100,000  worth  for  many  years. 
In  1 87 1  the  Westfield  Manufacturing  Company  commenced  business,  and 
tables  and  other  articles  of  wood  were  made.  In  1874  the  ^hackleton  Steam 
Heating  Company  was  organized.  About  this  time  a  cheese  factory  was 
built  by  John  R.  Fay  who  continued  until  1883,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
coal  business. 

In  1883  F.  R.  Mosher,  who  had  previously  made  shingles,  etc.,  on  a 
small  scale  for  several  years,  moved  his  business  to  new  buildings,  on  Chest- 
nut street  and  established  a  lumber  yard  in  connection.  Four  years  later  he 
purchased  a  coal  and  feed  store  on  the  nortli  side  of  tlie  Lake  Shore  railroad 
tracks  at  the  station.  He  built  shops,  moved  his  machinery,  added  to  his 
business  by  dealing  in  coal,  lime,  cement,  wood,  tile,  flour,  etc.  When  tlie 
Iv.  vS.  R.  R.  made  their  change  of  track,  and  moved  their  |)assenger  depot  and 
freight  house,  Mr.  oMosher  moved  his  buildings  to  the  south  side  and  built 
additional  storehouses,  and  now  has  a  model  establishment,  carries  on  a  large 
business,  his  industry  and  enterprise  bringing  success.  The  firm  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1893  was  Mosher,  Madigaii  &  Co.  Dexter  N.  Morse  has  a  large 
manufactory  with  steam  sawmill,  planing,  and  other  machinery  for  making 
mouldings,  sash,  doors,  window  frames,  grape  crates,  etc.,  on  Spring  street ; 
he  has  a  lumber  yard,  furnishing  shingles,  lath.  etc.  Andrevv^  Burns  has 
been  engaged  in  manufacturing  grape  and  ,fruit  baskets  since  1886.  Before 
he  manufactured  staves  and  headings  and  f^uit  barrels.  This  he  continues 
and  employs  from  thirty  to  forty  hands. 

The  Westfield  Papermill  is  the  only  one  in  the  three  western  counties  of 
New  York.  Its  site  was  deeded  to  Judge  T.  I>.  Campbell  May  3,  1823,  by 
the  Holland  company.  He  sold  it  for  $400  to  the  Walker  I)rothers,  who 
borrowed  $3,500  of  the  ''judge,"  and  built  a  log  dani  and  sawmill.  The 
judge  sold  the  property  at  auction  under  foreclosure,  Dec.  30,  1858,  to  Kpli- 
raim  Saiiford  for  $2,800.  J.  G.  Harris  and  G.  W.  Norton  soon  bought  it 
and  built  a  gristmill.  In  February,  i860,  Mr.  Norton  was  sole  owner  and 
gave  the  name  Cottage  Mills.  In  vSeptember,  1864,  John  Boomer  bought 
them  for  $2,900.  Not  long  after  Allen  Wright  organized  the  Westfield 
Paper  Co.,  which  expended  several  thousand  dollars  in  building  an  elaborate 
papermill,  where  the  first  "  news  "  paper  in  western  New  York  was  made  of 
the  best  quality.  In  1866  arose  a  demand  for  a  chenp  package  for  the  large 
amount  of  Isabella  grapes  then  grown,  and  the  mill  was  changed  into  a 
factory  to  make  the  round  three  and  five  pound  paper  boxes.  Tlie  factory 
was  unable  to  supply  the  demand  of  the  first  season.  This  encouraged  the 
owners  to  put  in  new  machinery  and  make  enough  boxes  to  supply  the 
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anticipated  deiiiaiid  for  the  next  year,  and  thousands  were  made  crowding 
all  obtainable  stora,<^e  room.  A  prejudice  arose  aj^ainst  the  keeping  qualities 
of  these  boxes,  and  they  remained  unsold.  The  statidard  wood  grape  basket 
now  used  was  first  made  in  1867.  In  1869  Reuben  G.  Wright  became  owner, 
rebuilt  and  etdarged  the  mill,  expending  000  to  make  it  produce  paper 
from  straw,  which  was  done  successfully — a  large  amount  of  snow-white 
print  "  pajX'r  being  made  of  col<:)r  superior  to  that  from  rags.  It  proved 
too  stiff  and  brittle,  lacked  fiber,  and  the  making  of  rag  paper  was  resumed 
with  success  until  the  advent  of  wood  pulp.  Sept.  13,  1877,  K.  A.  C.  Pew 
became  owner,  giving  a  $13,000  mortgage  to  Mr.  Wright.  November  15, 
1878,  B.  I.  Ta\  !or  obtained  the  mortgage,  foreclosed  it  and  bought  the  mill. 
In  1883  H.  L.  ^  H.  M.  Kent  bought  the  mill,  rebuilt  many  of  the  buildings 
and  practically  made  a  new  mill  which  they  still  operate.  They  are  also 
wholesalers  of  paj^er. 

Tile  village  has  a  municipal  plant  for  electric  lighting,  often  referred  to 
by  electricians  as  a  n.iost  valuable  one  with  standard  cpuility  of  machinery. 
It  was  put  into  operation  in  1893.  There  are  60  arc  lights  on  a  circuit  12 
miles  long  and  an  iiu\nidesceiit  (h'uanio  ,tliat  will  furnisli  820  of  these  lights. 

The  Cnnccll  Clutch  and  PiilU  y  CoDipmiy  commenced  business  Jul  )'  i,  1889, 
as  a  stock  company  with  a  capital  stock  of  $15,000,  (increased  to  $25,000  in 
1890).  It  manufactures  friction  clutcli  pulleys  and  cut-off  couplings,  iron 
pulleys,  couplings,  hangers,  pedestal  boxes,  etc.,  for  power  transmission. 
The  friction  clutch  is  the  specialty.  H.  C.  Crowell  is  its  inventor.  He 
was  with  the  company  until  August  1891,  when  he  connected  himself  with 
the  Dunkirk  hhigineering  company  at  Dunkirk.  The  company  purchased 
and  occupies  the  plant  formerh'  the  mowing  machine  factory  of  George  P. 
York.  Kxtensi\  e  repairs  and  additions  have  been  made,  and  the  plant  is  now  a 
good  and  roonu'  machine-shop  and  foundry  equipped  with  modern  machinery. 
The  company  has  fitted  up  many  electric  light  and  other  large  plants  in  the 
United  States.  The  goods  are  well  known,  and  the  "  clutch  "  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  in  the  market.  Forty  operatives  are  employed.  T.  A. 
Thomas  and  I>.  P.  Prown  of  Erie  hold  a  controlling  interest  in  the  company. 
The  officers  are  T.  A.  Thomas,  president  ;  B.  P.  Prown,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer ;  D.  W.  Jull,  superintendent  ;  E.  L.  Jones,  draughtsman  and  mechanical 
engineer;  E.  H.  Dickerman,  book-keeper.  ' 

The  W'eslfielii  Water  IJ'or/cs  has  now  (1894)  about  15  miles  or  mains  of 
which  about  12  miles  are  for  service.  100  double  fire  hydrants  are  in  use 
giving  a  hre  pressure  of  from  90  to  100  pounds  pressure  to  tlie  square  inch  . 
at  the  h\drants.  The  gravity  system  is  used,  taking  the  water  through  a 
1 2-inch  |>i[>e  from  the  filters  in  the  rockbed  of  Chautauqua  creek  at  a  point 
about  250  feet  higher  than  Main  street — an  intermediate  filter  and  a  40-foot 
diameter  reservoir  on  the  main  (12-inch)  line  from  the  creekbed  to  the  vil- 
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lage  are  in  use.  The  surplus  water  over  that  beiuj;-  used  is  carried  to  a  res- 
ervoir, with  capacity  for  several  weeks  use,  tlirouj;h  a  main  i6  inches  in 
diameter  be<^innin<^  at  the  reservoir,  thus  ^ivinj^;  a  12-inch  main  from  the 
small  reservoir  and  continuous  flow-main  from  the  creek,  and  a  16-inch  main 
from  the  lar^e  reservoir,  thus  giving;  for  fire  purposes  a  su])])ly  of  water  for 
a  lar<j^e  number  of  fire  streams  at  f\iil  pressure.  The  debt  incurred  to  the 
present  is  $80,000,  with  quite  an  amount  in  the  treasury  for  extensions. 
The  members  of  the  water  board  have  been  :  Henry  C.  Kinj^sbury,  Reuben 
G.  Wright,  John  Ard,  Hon.  S.  Fred  Xixon,  Frank  R.  Mosher,  Samuel  C. 
Crandall,  A.  A.  Comstock,  A.  E.  Pierce,  George  W.  Patterson.  George  \V. 
Patterson  has  been  tlie  president  of  the  ])oard,  the  engineer  of  the  work,  and 
the  acting  superintendent  since  the  organization  of  the  board  of  water  com- 
missioners in  1888. 


CHAPTER  LV. 

WESTP'H^LI)  village  was  incorporated  April  19,  lUisiness  was 

early  drawn  toward  the  east  side  of  the  creek^  and  the  commercial 
interests  located  in  the  same  small  districl  occupied  today.  The  log 
tavern  came  first.  Thomas  McClintock  built  one  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Llain  and  Portage  streets  in  1S07  or  I808.  He  sold  it  in  181 1  to  Jonathan  Cass, 
who  later  l)uilt  a  store  and  engaged  in  trade  on  or  near  the  stone  store.  James 
McClurg  was  an  important  factor  in  the  making  of  the  village.  liefore  and  after 
the  war  of  181 2  he  was  in  trade,  and  built  near  the  "  park  the  first  frame  build- 
ing of  the  town  as  his  place  of  business.  He  erected  several  business  blocks  the 
Westfield  House*  and  dwellings,  antl  bought  and  laid  out  in  village  lots  the 
David  Eason  farm.  Thomas  I>.  Campbell,  who  developed  a  beautiful  home 
half  a  mile  south  of  the  village  nucleus,  united  his  lal)ors  with  McClurg  in 
bringing  business  here.  Both  were  leading  men  and  tlieir  influence  told 
largely  in  the  formative  stage  of  the  village.  The  locality  flrst  occupied 
along  Main  and  North  Portage  streets,  is  still  the  commercial  portion  of  the 
village,  although  the  resident  portion  stretclies  over  nearly  a  mile  sr|uare.  Here 
the  bank,  the  churches,  the  post,  express,  telegraph  and  printing  offices,  the 
various  stores,  shops  and  business  offices  are  located,  while  the  resident  por- 
tion presents  street  after  street  of  lovely  residences  and  shady  drives,  not  laid 
out  in  geometrical  regularity  but  with  picturesque  attractiveness,  ''winding 
along  as  old  roads  will,"  with  turn  after  turn  of  beauty.  It  is  acknowledged 
to  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  villages  in  Western  Xew  York,  and  with  its 

♦This  wns  btiilt  in  \^20.  and  burned  with  other  buildings  on  the  wc^l  '•idc  of  Nortli  Torta^c  street,  July  2, 
1S84,  as  were  three  stores  in  the  McChirg  block  on  the  west  side  of  South  IVirtajje  'treet. 
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handsome  churclies,  its  splendid  school  building  and  facilities,  its  water- 
works, its  gas  and  electric  light  systems  it  possesses  many  features  to  make 
life  most  enjoyable.  Westfield  is  also  to  have  an  elegant  free  public  library, 
and  it  is  now  in  process  of  erection  by  George  W.  Patterson,  whose  sister, 
Miss  Hannah  Patterson,  left  a  magnificent  testimonial  of  her  regard  for  the 
])eople  of  Westfield  in  the  bequest  of  $100,000  to  be  expended  in  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  a  free  })ublic  library  to  be  known  as  Patterson  Memo- 
rial Librar\'  "  in  memory  of  her  honored  parents. 

The  Prcshyttrian  ChurcJi^ — We  find  on  record:  In  1808  a  church  is 
reported  tc^  have  been  funned  in  this  place  by  the  Rev.  John  Lindsley  under 
the  name  of  Chautauqua  churcli  and  attached  to  the  Presbytery  of  Erie  (all 
the  records  of  wliicli  until  November  7,  1817,  have  been  lost)  and  has  been 
but  poorly  and  irregularly  su])plied  with  preaching  down  to  the  same  date 
when  it  bLcame  worse  than  extinct,  (xod  having  lately  in  a  remarkable 
mauuei'^evived  his  work  within  its  bounds,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
examine  into  its  state,  and,  if  found  to  have  a  real  existence,  to  correct  and 
restore  its  discipline."  However  in  181 7  efTorts  were  made  for  its  revival. 
On  the  25th  of  June  was  forniL-d,  in  pursuance  of  a  general  law  of  the  state, 
the  "  First  Presbyterian  Society  in  the  4th  township,  14th  range,  in  tlie 
county  of  Chautauqua."  Eber  Stone,  Jas.  Montgomery,  Nathaniel  Bird,  David 
Higgins,  Wm.  M.  Riddell,  and  Jonathan  Harmon  were  elected  trustees;  Jon- 
athan Cass,  clerk  ;  Calvin  H.  Macomber,  treasurer  ;  Fenn  Deming,  collector. 
The  members  resided  in  Portland  and  Ripley."  Nov.  7th,  181 7,  a  session 
was  formed  of  Rev.  Johnston  Eaton,  Rev.  Phineas  Camp,  Jas.  Montgomery, 
and  Thonuis  Robinson,  and  the  following  is  a  copy  of  their  minutes  :  Hav- 
ing endeavored,  after  much  dclibt^ration  on  the  subject,  to  correct  its  dis- 
orders in  part,  and  re-build  the  Presb)'terian  church  in  tliis  place,  we  resolved 
to  consider  as  luiited  in  church  fellowship  these  original  members,  they  being 
]>reviousl)-  examined  :  James  Montgomery,  Sarah  Montgomery,  Sarah 
McMahan,  Eleanor  P>ell,  Charlotte  Parker  and  Anna  Andrews  ;  also  to  admit 
on  examination  and  certificate  these  persons  as  additional  members  to  church 
and  couunuuiou  :  "  Martha  Royce,  Harriet  Peck,  Joel  Loomis,  Jennet  Stet- 
son, Alexander  Lowry,  Judith  Taleott,  ICber  vStone,  Hetsey  .Stone,  John  I'ay, 
John  (.il)s()n,  ICleanor  (iibsun,  and  Hannah  \\\x(\.  Admitted  on  examination 
onl\-  :  Robert  Cochran,  Jr.,  Aehsah  Nichols,  ICli/.abeth  Stephens,  L>'dia 
I^aiulel,  Daniel  Andrews,  Anna  Hale,  Medad  W.  Merrill,  Ann  Riddell,  Polly 
vShipsb(^\-,  Nanc\'  vShipN]jo\-,  Josej)!]  Foster,  PicHnda  I'oster,  Hetty  Guile,  Hugh 
Cochran,  Sarah  Perrv,  Hannah  Fowler,  Nancy  Cochran.,  Jane  Cochran,  Bet- 
se)'  House,  Glive  Price,  Poll\-  Harris,  and  Julia  Bird.  On  Sabbath  following, 
Nov.  lotli,  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  vSupper  was  administered  by  tlie  Rev. 
Johnston   IvUon,  and  the   Rev.  Phineas  Camp."     In   Young's  History  is 

*  Hy  K.  M.  Matter. 
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recorded  A  mceting-hoiise  was  built  in  1821  or  1822  on  Sou":li  Portage  St, 
near  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of  Alfred  Patterson.  It  was  subse- 
quently sold  for  a  dwelling  and  removed  to  Pearl  street,  near  the  residence 
of  the  late  Geo.  \V.  Holt."  The  second  church  edifice  was  a  brick  structure 
on  the  site  of  the  present  one;  was  erected  in  1832  and  burned  April  13, 
1872.  The  erection  of  a  new  church  was  commenced  in  June  1873  and  com- 
pleted in  October  1874  at  a  cost  of  $35,000.  The  trustees  of  the  society  at 
the  time  of  its  erection  were  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Strong,  Hon.  Joseph  H.  Plumb, 
Henry  C.  Kingsbury,  James  Johnston,  Reuben  G.  Wright,  and  George  W. 
Patterson.  This  church  was  burned  vSunday  morning  January  13,  1878. 
The  present  church  building,  similar  in  structure  to  the  last  one,  was  com- 
menced immediately  and  completed  at  a  cost  of  $30,000,  and  dedicated  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1879.  The  trustees  of  the  society  who  had  the  suj^ervisiou  of  the 
work  were  J.  H.  Plumb,  K.  G.  Wright,  IC.  A.  vSkiuner,  II.  C.  Kingsbury,  and 
S.  W.  Mason,  and  they  with  Dr.  F.  H.  lircwer,  Alfred  Patterson,  and  L.  V, 
Pheljxs  constituted  the  building  connnittee. 

F'rom  the  session  records  we  hnd  that :  *'  Ripley,  November  7,  1818.  The 
session  of  this  church  met  and  for  the  first  time  regularly  constituted.  ^lem- 
bers  present:  Jas.  Montgomery,  Wm.  Bandel,  elders;  Rev.  P.  Camp  officiat- 
ing as  moderator.  The  first  annual  report  to  presbytery  covered  the  year 
from  April  i,  1832.  It  showed  added  on  certificate  15  ;  dismissed  12  ;  total 
communicants  124;  infants  baptized  23  ;  amount  raised  for  foreign  missions 
$73  ;  general  assembly  tax  $8.33. 

The  settled  ministers  of  the  church  since  its  reorganization  in  181 7  have 
been  as  follows:  April  4,  1819,  Rev.  Phineas  Camp  commenced  his  labors. 
September  2,  1821,  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon  after  which  the  church 
remained  destitute  of  regular  preaching  for  two  years  and  two  months.  The 
last  vSabbath  of  October,  1823,  Rev.  Isaac  Oaks  came  as  a  candidate,  and, 
August  11,  1824,  he  was  duly  installed.  I  lis  j)astorate  closed  June,  1831. 
From  this  time  until  1833,  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Orton  acted  as  moderator  of  the 
session  ;  Rev.  D.  D.  Gregory,  11833  to  September  3,  1839;  Rev,  1\  M.  Hop- 
kins, February  10,  1840,  to  August  10,  1845  ;  Rev,  Reuben  Tinker,  October 
I,  1845  5  ^^^^^  October  26,  1854;  Rev.  Chas.  F.  IMussey,  May  6,  1855,  to 
November  13,  1861  ;  Rev.  Jas.  B.  Fisher,  January  4,  1862,  to  March  1864; 
Rev.  Robert  S.  Van  Cleve,  October  1866,  to  June  1869:  Rev.  Fl  P.  Miner, 
July  I,  1871,  to  August  10,  1873;  Rev.  R.  S.  Green,  September  i,  1873,  to 
June  1877  ;  Rev.  C.  S.  Stowits,  November  25,  1877,  to  IMarcli  24,  1883  ;  Rev. 
W.  1?,  F^aber,  November  i,  1883,  to  November  27,  1892.  The  present  pas- 
tor is  Rev.  G.  S.  Swezey  ;  pastorate  began  April  i,  1893. 

The  office  of  ruling  elder  has  been  held  by  Jas.  Montgomery,  Thos. 
Robinson,  William  Bandell,  F)ber  Stone,  Medad  W.  Merrill,  Hiram  Couch, 
David  Bucher,  John  Fay,  Asahel  Woodruff,  William  W.  Cowden,  Joel  Brad- 
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ley,  Silas  Kidder,  Chas.  J.  J.  Ingersoll,  James  Croso^rove,  S.  H.  Hungerford, 
Asa  Hall,  Jiio.  Johnston,  Jno.  C.  Lonj^s  Joseph  H.  Hall,  Robert  M.  Hall, 
Joseph  Northrop,  Jasper  Harrin<^ton,  James  Johnston,  Robert  H.  Thom])son, 
I).  A.  A.  Xiehols,  Charles  l\  Skinner,  William  II.  Coehrane,  Lester  Stone, 
J.  H.  Plumb,  1^  A.  Hall,  K.  A.  Skinner,  H.  W.  Thompson,  and  R.  M. 
Mateer — the  la>t  six  named  are  acti\-e  members  of  session.  There  are  six 
deacons:  J.  A.  Skinner,  \V.  R.  Don-las,  H.  W.  lilowers,  D.  K.  Falvay, 
Grant  vS.  Flagler,  and  J.  M.  Mateer.  Klders  and  deacons  are  di\'ided  into 
three  classes  each  ;  the  ollicers  of  one  class  cease  at  tlie  end  of  each  year 
unless  re-ap]K)inted.  Church  membership  365.  Sa1)bath  school  member- 
ship 150.  b\  I),  lirewer,  superintendent,  Miss  Clara  II.  vSkiimer,  assistant 
superintendent. 

Rev.  Reuben  Tinker  w.is  born  August  6,  1799,  in  Chester,  Mass.  After 
completint;-  his  theolo^^ical  studies  he  married  Mary  I.,  dauj^hter  of  Nathan 
and  Mary  (Tracy)  Wood,  of  Chester,  in  November,  1S30,  and  in  Decemljer 
sailed  from  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  for  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  a  whalin_u[  ves- 
sel ;  but  encountering  disastrous  hindrances  they  did  not  reach  Honolulu  until 
June,  1S31.  After  laborini,^  here  for  nearly  ten  \'ears  in  Christ's  cause,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tinker,  with  five  children,  returned  to  the  United  States  in  iS4i. 
They  passed  four  years  in  Madison,  Ohio,  and  in  October,  1S45,  Mr.  Tinker 
was  called  to  this  cliurch  and  was  its  faithful  and  conscientious  |)astor  until 
his  death  in  October,  1854.  Mr.  Tinker  ranked  hi^^li  as  a  scholar  ;  his  com- 
mand of  lant^uas^e  was  unusual,  his  sermons  were  elocpient  and  left  a  strong 
impress  upon  the  mind  of  his  hearers.  His  estimable  companion,  helpmeet 
and  co-wt)rker  yet  resides  in  Westfield,  having  had  her  home  here  for  nearly 
50  >  ears,  and  is  now  (1893)  eighty  four  years  of  age. 

T/w  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  ircs/ficId^  was  organized  in  1831.  It 
was  com])osed  of  Hrainard  Spencer  and  wife,  Joseph  Clark  and  wife,  Reulien 
Peck  and  wife  and  others.  Reuben  Peck  was  class-leader,  and  the  charge 
embraced  what  was  then  called  the  Chautau(pia  circuit.  Rev.  (ileason  iMllmorc 
was  presiding  elder.  Rev.  M.  Hatton,  preacher  in  charge,  Rev.  Benjamin  P.  Hill, 
assistant.  The  society  continued  to  increase  in  nundx-rs  until  a  church  building 
of  very  respectable  pro|)ortions  was  erected  in  1830  on  Main  street  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek  where  it  still  remains  being  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  This 
church  was  the  scene  of  many  i^lorious  revivals  such  as  were  characteristic  of  the 
early  history  of  Methodism,  and  was  occupied  until  1850,  when  a  second 
churcli  was  erected  more  modern  in  st\"le  and  more  favorable  as  to  location 
and  all  its  ai)}K)intments.  This  building  was  located  on  Clinton  street  near 
North  portage  street.  It  liad  a  basement  story  for  Sunday  school  and  class 
meetings,  audi  like  the  former  was  occupied  for  a  period  tjf  20  years,  when 
the  society  and  congregation  having  outgrown  its  capacity  began  to  look 
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about  for  a  new  location,  and  in  1871  and  1872  a  third  church  was  erected  on 
Main  street.  This  was  built  of  brick  at  a  cost  of  about  ,^30,000,  and  was  in 
every  way  creditable  to  the  zeal  and  devotion  of  those  who  were  its  projec- 
tors. The  building  committee  were  Dr.  J.  C.  Crifford,  W.  T.  Hynes,  Oris 
Persons  and  J.  H.  Towlc  who  were  also  trustees  of  the  church  at  that  time. 

The  erection  of  this  buildiuj:;  cost  the  society  a  severe  stru;^!L;le  and  left 
them  somewhat  embarrassed  witli  debt  and  tliis  ])urden  was  increased  by  the 
financial  crisis  of  those  times,  but  in  tlie  year  of  1S7S,  throuj^li  the  herculean 
labors  of  Rev.  R.  \V.  Scott  who  was  pastor  at  that  time,  the  lasi  of  this  bur- 
den was  lifted  and  the  church  was  well  esta1)lished  in  its  new  location  which 
will  furnish  the  society  witli  a  pleasant  home  for  years  to  come  and  long 
remain  as  a  monument  to  the  wisdom  and  l)cnevolence  of  its  founders.  The 
church  lot  extends  from  Main  to  Clinton  streets  and  directly  in  the  rear  of  the 
church,  fronting  Clinton  street,  is  a  comfortable  parsonage  valued  at  Si, 500. 
During  these  )'ears  among  the  leading  members  who  were  active  in  the  work 
of  the  church  and  contributed  largely  to  its  growth,  were  Reul)en  Peck, 
Hoel  P>eadle,  Harvey  Peck,  Oris  Persons,  Thomas  M.  Knight,  P^lnathan 
Bristol,  J.  H.  Lucas,  Cyrus  Woodard,  J.  C.  (;ifford,  P:ber  Abell,  W.  T. 
Hynes  and  many  others. 

The  church  membership  in  1893  was  237.  Official  list:  Presiding 
Elder,  Rev.  J.  C.  vScofield  ;  Present  Pastor,  Rev.  P.  P.  Pinney  ;  Superannu- 
ated, Rev.  Iv.  A.  Chaj)in  ;  Local  Preachers,  Cyrus  Woodard,  Nathaniel  Vay  ; 
Class  Leaders,  J.  F.  Rickenbrode,  P.  W.  P>emis,  J.  R.  Fay,  F.  B.  Lamb,  A. 
H.  Harris,  Jerome  Burhans,  W.  B.  Barton,  Melvin  Johnson,  Joseph  Macer, 
Andrew  Kelsey,  John  Herron,  James  La  Plamboy.  Trustees,  J.  R.  P\ay,  A. 
H.  Harris,  P.  W.  Bemis,  Andrew  Kelsey,  H.  vS.  Kidder,  Cr.  V.  Dickson. 
Stewards,  A.  H.  Harris,  J.  C.  Gifford,  J.  R.  Rogers,  Cyrus  House,  Edwin 
Hager,  J.  W.  Felton,  W.  W.  Mead,  Lillian  Chapman,  Myrtie  Jones,  Ivsther 
Maconiber,  Candace  Sherman,  Harvey  Peck.  vSunday-school  Su]>erinlcndent, 
John  R.  Rogers  ;  President  of  Epworth  League,  John  R.  Vixy  ;  Ivxhorters, 
P.  \V.  Piemis,  (Tcorgc  E.  Bailey. 

The  list  of  I'astors  from  1832  is:  '32,  T.  vStowe,  A.  McCammon  ;  '33, 
A.  Dighton,  D.  Williams;  '34,  C.  Brown,  S.  W.  Parks;  '35,  D.  Preston,  J.  O. 
Rich  ;  '36,  W.  Todd,  Crows  ;  '37,  L.  Rogers,  W.  Hunter  ;  '38^  E.  Rogers, 
Moses  Hill;  '39-40,  D.  Smith  ;  '40-41,  J.  Iv.  Chapin  ;  '42,  C.  R.  Chajmian  ; 
'43,  A.  Hall  ;  '44,  J.  Prosser,  H.  W.  Beers  ;  '45,  J.  Prosser  ;  '46,  T.  D.  P»linn  ; 
'47-48,  A.  G.  Miller;  '49-50,  J.  H.  Whallon  ;  '51*52,  H.  W.  Beers;  '53,  J.  O. 
Rich  ;  '54-55,  W.  P.  Bignell  ;  '56-57,  E.  A.  Johnson  ;  '58,  J.  R.  LyoJi  ;  '59-60, 
R.  M.  Warren  ;  '61-62,  A.  D.  Morton  ;  '63-64,  IL  J.  L.  Baker;  '65-66-67,  G. 
W.  Clark;  '68-69,  C.  R.  Pattee  ;  '70,  J.  E.  Cliapin  ;  '71-72-73,  J.  C.  Scofield  ; 
'74,  W.  H.  Seelcy  ;  '75-76,7.  H.  Herron  ;  '77-78,  R.  W.  Scott ;  '79-80,  N.  H. 
Holmes;  '81-82-83,  J.  H.  Bates;  '84,  J.  E.  Chapin  ;  '85-86,  P.  A.  Reno; 
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'87-88,  W.  P.  Graham  ;  '89,  H.  M.  Burns ;  '90-91-92,  S.  H.  Bratlier  ;  '93,  P. 
P.  Piiiney. 

The  organization  of  the  vSunday  school  must  have  been  as  early  as  1830. 
Amonc;  the  first  suj^crintendents  was  Harvey  Peck  who  held  that  office  nearly 
20  years.  Among  his  successors  were  C.  P.  Graves,  Levi  ]\Iiller,  W.  B.  Bar- 
ton, P.  W.  liemis,  Jolm  Herron,  William  Barden,  John  R.  P'ay  and  John  P. 
Rogers  the  present  (1893)  superintendent.  Number  of  officers  and  teachers 
are  21  ;  scholars,  171. 

Young  in  his  history  says  that  a  ]\Iethodis':  class  was  formed  about  1837 
or  1838,  at  a  log  school  house  near  Isaac  Porter's.  The  members  were: 
Rand  ]\Iiles,  (class  leader,)  Robert  Hill,  Alanson  Jones,  and  their  wives, 
Rebecca  \Yheeler,  Deborah  Harmon.  Nicholas  Jones  and  v/ife,  and  Laban 
Jones  joined  soon  after.  The  place  of  meeting  was  afterwards  fixed  at  How- 
ard's Corners.  A  meeting  house  was  built  in  1852.  The  minister  present 
at  tlie  formation  of  the  class  is  believed  to  have  been  Darius  Smitli. 

TJic  Baptist  CJiiirch  had  its  origin  in  a  Branch,"  so  called,  of  the  liap- 
tist  cliurcli  of  Portland.  vSeptember  16,  1825,  the  members  residing  at  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Cross  Roads,  organi/ed  a  P) ranch  of  the  Cliurch  of 
Portland."  Josliua  Tinker  was  chosen  a  deacon,  and  Joshua  Tinker,  Jr., 
clerk.  Among  the  original  members  were  Joshua,  Joshua  Jr.,  and  Henry  F. 
Tinker,  Harriet  Tinker,  vSally  Sexton,  and  soon  after,  David  and  Persis  Hall. 
Charles  La  Hatt,  of  the  churcli  of  Portland,  was  for  many  years  minister  of 
both  the  branch  and  tlie  parent  church.  With  a  view  to  the  organization  of 
an  independent  church,  members  of  the  branch,  April  17,  1831,  asked  for  a 
dismission  from  the  parent  church,  and  it  was  granted.  May  10,  1831,  a 
council  of  delegates  declared  it  expedient  to  receive  the  new  church  into 
fellowsliip.  The  organization  of  thtr  First  ]5a])tist  Society  under  the  general 
statute  of  the  state  was  effected  in  fanuary,  1855.  The  first  trustees  were 
John  Wilson,  Jolin  R.  Walker,  and  Austin  Smith.  1852,  July  24,  the  P^irst 
I^aptist  church  of  Christ  in  Westtield  convened;  chose  Elder  Ira  C.  Stoddard, 
moderator,  Deacon  William  vSextoii  and  John  Wilson  delegates  to  the  associa- 
tion, and  voted  to  call  Ivlder  Levant  Ratlibun  to  become  pastor.  He  came 
here  in  October,  1S52.  January  i,  1853,  there  were  38  members.  i'^55, 
April  10,  holder  Ratlibun  asked  for  dismissal  which  was  granted,  and  it  was 
voted  to  give  Rev.  C.  I>.  Ke\  es  a.  pastoral  call  ;  he  became  pastor  at  once. 
Sei:>tember  i,  three  new  deacons,  Samuel   Coddington,  David  Hall, 

and  Nicholas  Ive>slar  were  elected.  P'ebruary  23,  1850,  Rev.  lunerson  Mills 
was  called  to  become  pastor  for  one  year  from  A])ril  10,  with  salary  of 
$500  to  ^^550.  He  accepted,  and  continued  with  the  church  until  A])ril, 
1858.  1S5S,  July  25,  voted  ^'that  tlie  church  give  PZlder  J.  C.  Drake  a  call 
to  become  our  pastor  with  a  salary  of  $600  p-^r  \'ear  and  to  remain  our  pastor 
until  in  the  i)rovidence  of  God  it  should  be  evident  that  such  relations  should 
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cease."  He  assumed  his  duties  in  the  fall  and  remained  until  An<;ust  1861, 
when  his  patriotism  moved  him  to  arms  in  the  defence  of  his  country.  Col- 
onel Drake  was  mortally  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor.  The  church  prospered 
durin<;  his  pastorate,  and  in  [860  the  membership  was  113.  Rev.  Oscar  E. 
Mallory  became  pastor  January  8,  1862  ;  he  resi<;ned  Au<4ust  5,  1865.  Rev. 
Lyman  J.  Fisher  served  the  church  from  October,  1866,  until  October,  1871  ; 
many  united  with  the  church  by  baptism  and  letter  durin<^  this  time.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Hollis  S.  \Vest,i^ate  in  May,  1872.  His  successor  was 
Rev.  W.  Dunbar  who  came  January,  1874.  A  parsona<;e  was  bouj^lit  at  this 
time.  1876,  February  23,  Rev.  James  P.  Tlioms  was  installed  pastor.  1878, 
March,  tlic  West  Portland  church  becomes  a  branch  of  the  Wcstfield  church. 
Mr.  Thorns  resigned  December  15,  1878.  Rev.  C.  A,  Kabcock  served  one 
year  from  Octo1)cr,  1S80.  Rev.  J.  H.  ^larsh  was  pastor  from  18S1  to  ]March, 
18S3.    Rev.  A.  }\.  Rose  was  pastor  from  ()ctober  20,  1883,  until  Aj)ril  12, 

1885.  1884,  W.  O.  Sawin  and  S.  vSkinner  were  chosen  deacons.  Rev.  A. 
M.  Tennant  served  tlie  church  from  April,  1885,  until  June,  1891.  Fe])ruary, 

1886,  the  cliurch  voted  to  use  unfcrmented  wine  in  partaking  of  the  Lord's 
Supper."  1886,  J.  S.  F'osdick  and  Horace  Hale  were  re-elected  deacons. 
1891,  J.  S.  Fosdick  and  G.  M.  R}  kert  were  chosen  deacons.  Mr.  Tennant's 
successor  was  Rev.  C.  C.  Haskell.  Deacon  P'osdick  died  May  19,  1892. 
1893,  September  10,  Rev.  P.  R.  ]\Lallory  was  settled  as  pastor  for  one  year. 
The  membership  of  church  in  November,  1893,  was  iot  as  given  by  G.  W. 
Sawin,  clnirch  clerk. 

S/  Peters  CJno'cJiy  {Episcopal^  was  organized  January  20,  1830.  Its  first 
rector  was  the  Rev.  Rufus  Murray,  who  resigned  on  August  13,  1835.  A 
church  building  of  brick  was  built  a:ul  consecrated  by  Pishop  Onderdonk 
August  22,  1833.  2nd  Rector,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Huse  ;  began  June  12,  1836; 
ended  some  time  in  1839.  3d  Rector  -  Rev.  Charles  li.  vSteret ;  began  July 
27,  1841  ;  resigned  ^Larcli  18,  1844.  4th,  Rev.  Charles  .\rey  ;  began  vSeptem- 
ber  19,  1847  )  resigned  April  10,  1849.  5th,  Rev.  Edmund  Roberts,  a  supply. 
6th,  Rev.  J.  P.  Pratt  ;  began  August  18,  1850  ;  resigned  September  2,  1852. 
7th,  Rev.  Charles  Haskell ;  death  called  him  away  after  a  residence  of  only 
two  months.  8th,  Rev.  Albert  Wood  ;  began  May  14,  1854;  resigned  Oct- 
ober II,  1857.  9th,  Rev.  F'rancis  Granger ;  began  June  20,  1858  ;  resigned 
November  10,  1862.  loth.  Rev.  Sidney  Wilbur  ;  began  June,  1863  ;  resigned 
November,  1865.  iith.  Rev.  Elijah  W.  Hager  ;  began  March  5,  1866; 
resigned  August  19,  1867.  12th,  Rev.  J.  Wainwrjght  Ray;  began  Novem- 
ber 29,  1868;  resigned  December  1871.  13,  Rev.  W.  Van  Gantzhorn  ; 
i)egan  PVbruary  1872  ;  resigned  same  year.  14th,  Rev.  Jno.  S.  Seibold  ; 
began  r\^bruary  1873  ;  resigned  ( )clo])er  1874.  15th,  Rev.  Jno.  A.  Dooris  ; 
began  Novem]>er  21,  1875;  resigned  July  1880.  i6th,  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Hayes;  began  August  1880;  resigned  iNLarch  1893.  17th,  Rev.  James 
McKinney  ;  ])egan  April  i6th,  1893;  present  incumbent. 
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"  The  First  Univcrsalist  CJntrcJi  was  oro^aiiized  in  1833  at  Haight's  Cor- 
ners, Rev.  Linus  Payne  officiatinnr.  Anion"^  the  constituent  members  were 
Larkin  Harrin;^ton,  John  Nye,  Ebenezer  Patterson,  Alvali  Adams,  Ebenezer 
Poor,  P'ayette  Dickson,  witli  tlieir  wives,  Hannah  Houohton,  Lucretia 
Adams,  Mrs.  P>etsey  P>ickford.  A  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1842.  The 
first  pastor  was  Nathaniel  vStacy.'' 

Gcnfia/i  /£:•(! )i<^  r//i'(7 1  S/.  Pc  /cr\s  ClnircJi. — The  first  services  were  hekl  in 
a  public  school  hou.se  on  l^nion  St.,  in  1861,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  Blass  of 
Erie,  Pa.  May  4,  1S62,  the  following  nien  united  in  the  first  CTcrman  con- 
<^re;H'ation  :  Jc)hn  Sclnvartx,  Cli.  Prandt,  Au<^'.  Bori*^;-,  J.  Specht,  Chr.  Xien- 
kirclien,  Dan  Kastner,  Fred  Peters,  Fred  Arneniann,  Vx.  Schwartz,  Pernh 
Eberle,  Ard  Circsler,  J.  Hornij^er,  H.  Arnemann,  Cr.  Kastner,  Dan  Wettlin, 
Ch.  Reinhardt  ;  Rev.  PI.  Koehler  beinji;-  the  minister  from  1861  to  1863. 
John  Schwartz  is  still  a  member  of  the  conj^rcgation.  In  1863  a  school- 
house  on  Chestnut  street  was  bouj^ht  b\'  the  coni^^rcj^ation  for  $660,  where 
services  were  held  by  Rev.  L.  \\'itt,  O.  Schroeder,  W .  P^'romm  and  C.  Rum].">f. 
Durini^-  the  pastorate  of  the  latter  the  schoolhouse  was  moved  away  and  a 
church  was  built  in  1878  at  a  cost  of  $1,600.  In  the  same  year  (1878)  Rev. 
C.  Rum])!*  left  this  place  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  A.  Finck,  who  remained 
here  until  iSSi.  His  successor  was  Rev.  H.  Kraemer.  In  18S2  an  annex 
to  the  cliurch  for  school  purjK)ses  was  built.  Rev.  Kraemer  left  in  1883  and 
his  successors  were  Rev.  \'al.  Crusius  1SS3-4,  \Va«4ner  18S4-5,  \\  Crusius 
1S86-SS,  Tlieo.  F.  John  1SS8-92.  In  iSqi  ;he  coni^ne'^ation  bou.i^ht  a  parson- 
aj^e  tor  In  i.S()2  Rev.  P.  Sjierka,  the  ])resent  ])astor,  took  cliar^^e  of 

the  church.  The  25th  anuix  ersary  of  tlie  church  was  celebrated  ^lay  4th, 
1877,  several  ministers  of  Phij^^lish  aiid  Oerman  conj^reiL^ations  takin;^  part. 
The  Evangelical  St.  Peter's  church  is  still  the  onh'  (lerman  church  in  this 
]>lace  ;  the  member>hi]>  reaches  about  So  fimilies,  consistinj^  of  people  tV(jm 
jMecklenbur^,  Pomniere,  ^N'e.st  Prussia,  and  NV urtember.ij;.  In  the  last  twenty 
\ears  24()  children  ha\-e  been  ba])tized,  127  confirmed,  63  couj^les  married, 
71  })e(»ple  buried  and  nearl\'  3,000  have  partaken  of  the  Hol\'  Connnnnion. 
The  Sunday  school  is  visited  by  about  90  children,  that  are  instructed  by  9 
teachers.  The  S.  vS.  librar\-  is  used  ver)'  fre(pientl\'.  A  Ladies  Society  of 
35  members  is  ot'  <^reat  help  to  the  church.  The  St.  Peter's  cliurch  is  a 
member  of  the  Cerman  ICvanci^elical  Synod  of  North  America,  a  body  that 
consists  of  763  ministers  and  978  cont^ret^ations. 

St.  James  Roifiaii  CatJiolic  CJiiircJi. — This  was  or*^anized  December  14, 
1865.  Rev.  Andrew  McOurgan  was  the  first  pastor.  The  church  edifice 
was  built  under  his  pastorate.  There  is  a  small  coni^regation.  Rev.  Frank 
^Meyer  is  the  present  pastor. 

TJie  \\\)})mn^s  Christ icii  Tenipera/ice  Union  of  Westfield  was  or<^anized  in 
1880,  by  Mrs.  Mary  T.  Burt  of  New  York  city.    The  first  president  was  Mrs. 
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Stowits,  wife  of  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Stowits,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
AVestfield.  In  tlie  early  days  of  the  ori^anization  tliese  earnest  women  met 
every  week,  alternately,  in  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  P)aptist  chnrches 
to  plan  and  pray  for  the  overthrow  of  the  liquor  traffic.  For  seven  years  the 
mcetinj^s  have  been  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  parlors  which  they  stiil  occupy. 
In  the  work  of  the  National  Union  differentiated,  of  which  the  Westfield 
Union  is  auxiliary,  there  are  many  departments,  and  such  linos  of  work  are 
taken  up  by  the  local  as  are  })ractical  to  this  localit\-.  R(. coi^nizini:^  the 
necessity  of  primary  temperance  elfort,  and  the  elementarx'  education  of 
all  classes  in  this  work,  they  seek  to  lend  every  educational  intlucnce  at  com- 
mand to  develo]>e  couN'iction  and  |)rinciple  which  will  result,  with  the  ])]css- 
in;^of  (iod,  in  the  suppression  of  intemperance.  While  their  creed  emixxlies 
charity  towards  all  as  a  fundamental  principle,  they  advocate  law  for  the 
tempter,  and  for  the  tempted,  love  and  sympathy.  Aj^ainst  hi.L;h  license  as 
a  remedy  for  the  traffic  in  stron^;  drink,  the>'  stand  solidly  opposed,  ])elievin;^ 
it  to  be  wrong  in  principle,  and  a  failure  in  practice.  Giving'  a  legal  right  to 
do  a  moral  wrong  is  abhorrent  to  a  correct  conception  of  Christian  ethics  as 
interpreted  by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  The  Union  is  today,  and  has  ahvays  been, 
a  recognized  factor  for  good  in  the  community.  Its  ])resent  {)resident, 
(December  1893)  is  Mrs.  Pinney,  wife  of  the  Rev.  P.  P.  Pinney,  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  cliurch. 

jy/r  Jl'csfficid  Acadciny  was  chartered  by  the  legislature  May  5,  1837. 
Prior  to  this  for  several  years  schools  were  held  in  the  l)asemeut  of  the  old 
Presbyterian  church,  under  the  name  of  the  WestHeld  academy.  Tlie  fnst 
trustees  were  Joshua  R.  P»abcock,  Joel  Np»rad]e\\  iCrastus  Dean.  Hon.  Austin 
vSmith,  Hugh  W.  Dowry,  Jonathan  Cass,  Williaui  II.  Seward,  James  McCling, 
( 'rideou  ( »oo(h  ieli,  jolin  X.  Re)  nohls,  ^^'illiam  W.  Cowden,  Al)i.im  Dixon, 
Augustine  U.  Paldwin,  Prown  Pd air  and  Samuel  Ihidlong.  Au.i;ust  3,  1837, 
Jonathan  Cass  was  elected  president,  Hon.  Austin  Smith,  secretary,  and 
Josliua  R.  Pabcock,  treasurer.  Tlie  academy  building  had  i^reviously  been 
erected.  The  money  was  raised  by  subscription.  Hon.  Jolin  M.  Keep 
(Hamilton  college)  was  th.e  lirst  principal  after  the  academy  was  chartered. 
He  was  succeeded  in  the  spring  of  i83(S  by  Theodore  (xa\-,  A.  M.,  (Middle])ury 
college,  Vt).  Lorenzo  Parsons,  A.  M.,  (Hamilton  college)  was  his  successor. 
The  fourth  principal  was  Rev.  Alexander  [Montgomery  who  continued  four 
years  until  the  spring  of  1845.  J-  ^-  PiUsbnry,  A.  M.,  (Darniouth  college),  com- 
menced his  duties  in  ]\Iarch,  1845,  resigned  June  12,  1851.  A])ril  5,  1847,  the 
number  of  trustees  was  reduced  to  five, and  May  25, 1847,0.  W.Patterson,  Joseph 
Tinney,  John  G.  Hinkley,  Lorenzo  Parsons  and  Austin  Smith  were  elected.  In 
1849  a  ])rimary  department  was  established.  Mr.  Pillsbury  was  succeeded  by 
Edward  W.  Johnson  (Middlebury  college).  He  .served  as  principal  for  over  two 
ycar.s,  then  John  C.  Donaldson,  A.  M  ,  (Hamilton  college),  was  in  service  until 
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1857,  when  Theodore  Beard  was  principal  for  two  years.  1859,  S  Gerard  Nye  ; 
i860,  Charles  H.  Brown  (Brown  University),  1861-1862-1863-1864-1865,  John 
C.  Long:.  1 865-1 866  Charles  E  Lane.  ]\Ir.  Lane  was  sncceeded  by  Abrain 
Brown  (Dartnionth  collej^e)  nntil  the  or^^anization  of  the  Union  Free  School, 
February  10,  1868,  when  Hon.  Austin  Smith  was  elected  president  of  the 
board  of  education  Tlie  Westfield  academy  was  adopted,  February  29,  as 
the  academical  department  of  the  Union  school,  and  the  building;  and  <^rounds 
transferred  to  the  board  of  education,  on  condition  that  the  Union  school 
assume  the  deljts.  Additional  <(rounds  were  purchased,  and  the  board 
immediately  erected  the  present  edifice  at  a  cost  of  over  $60,000.  The 
Union  school  wa^  formed  from  school  districts,  Nos.  i,  2,  7  and  11,  and  the 
academy.  Until  the  new  buildin<^  was  completed,  the  academical  depart- 
ment was  under  the  management  of  Professors  Mueller,  Wooman  and  Rolfe. 
In  July,  1868,  Mr.  Stearns  became  principal.  He  resigned  March  31,  1869. 
August,  1 869,  Prof  John' S  Fo.sdick,  a  successful  teacher  in  Buffalo,  was 
appointed  principal  and  held  the  position  until  June,  1878.  1878-1881,  Henry 
A.  Jjalcom  ;  1881  to  1S82,  S.  J.  Somberger  ;  1 881-1882,  Lewellen  M.  Gliddeu. 
p.  K.  Pattison  was  appointed  in  1883;  resigned  in  1889. 

Prof  Aluion  X.  Taylor,  B.  L-,  the  present  principal  is  a  native  of  Portland. 
He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  ?^Iichigan.  He  commenced  his  labors 
as  principal  in  1889.  Prof  Taylor  is  a  natural  teacher,  imparts  enthusiasm 
to  his  pupils,  and  his  ability  has  accomplished  much  in  securing  high  reputa- 
tion for  the  school,  which  has  now  between  five  and  six  hundred  pupils. 

Prof  George  I'ayette  Dickson,  great  grandson  of  Robert  Dickson,  a  pio- 
neer settler  and  one  of  the  first  board  of  common  school  commissioners  elected 
for  the  old  town  of  Portland  (in  1814),  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Amy  C. 
(Hunt)  Dickson  and  was  born  at  Darien,  Wisconsin,  ^lay  28,  1857.  He  was 
educated  at  Westfield  Academy  and  Chautauqua  College  of  Liberal  Arts.  He 
has  been  vice-principal  for  ten  years  and  has  the  supervision  of  the  Mathe- 
matical and  Business  Department,  and  has  shown  unusual  ability  in  its  man- 
agement. 

Prof  A  Unison  Wedge,  born  in  North  Leverett,  I\Lass  ,  May  i,  1824,  grad- 
uated from  Ihown  University  in  1848*  and  subsequently  was  engaged  in  the 
pre])aration  of  young  men  for  college  for  forty  successive  years.  Professor 
W^edge  has  taught  in  six  states  in  the  Union,  and  High  Schools  and  Academies 
about  t\vent\  years  in  Chautaiuiua  county.  He  was  teacher  in  Greek 
iiiid  Latin  and  the  Higlier  Mathematics  in  Westfield  Academ\-  for  four  years, 
and  has  iltted  more  boys  for  college  than  aii\-  other  teacher  in  the  county. 

The  lioard  of  Jvlueation  of  Westfield  Union  vSchool,  through  the  geiie- 
rosit\  of  William  \'oree  and  Joseph  H.  Plumb,  are  enabled  to  awiird  two 
sch.olar.^hips  each  year,  the  \'orce  Scholarship  and  the  George  iv  Plumb 
Memorial  Scholarship."     Board  of  Kducation  for  1893-4:     II.  C- Kingsbur)', 
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president,  R.  M.  Mateer,  clerk,  J.  A.  Skinner,  treasurer.    A.  E   Peirce,  R. 

G.  Wri^-ht,  Byron  Fenner,  H.  C.  Kingsbury,  Esq.,  Dr.  T.  D.  Strong,  W.  R. 
Douglas,  William  Russell,  Esq,  Robert  Shaw,  R.  M.  Mateer.  The  board  of 
education  has  shown  itself  keenly  alive  to  every  measure  productive  of  good 
to  the  academy.  Large  sums  of  money  have  been  spent  for  the  school  until 
its  physical  and  astronomical  apparatus,  its  library  and  books  of  reference 
are  second  to  none  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

TJie  First  National  Bank  of  JW'stJic/d  was  the  immediate  successor  of 
The  Bank  of  Westfield,  a  .state  bank  organized  in  184S  by  Sextus  H.  Hun- 
gerford,  and  was  formed  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  in  July,  1S64,  opening 
its  doors  for  business  October  i,  1864.  The  first  directors  were  P'rancis  B. 
Brewer,  Sextus  H.  Hungerford,  Levi  A.  Skinner,  Edward  A.  vSkinncr,  John 

H.  r^Iiuton,  with  F.  B.  Brewer,  president;  L.  A.  Skinner,  cashier;  E.  A. 
Skinner,  assistant  cashier.  In- January,  1.S66,  L.  A  vSkinner  was  made  vice- 
president,  and  E.  A.  Skinner  cashier.  Charles  P.  Skinner  succeeded  Edward 
A.  Skinner  as  cashier  in  July  1S70.  Levi  A.  Skinner  was  chosen  president 
in  January  1875,  and  E  A.  Skinner  vice-president.  After  tlie  deatli  of  L  A. 
Skinner,  April  12,  1876,  Edward  A.  vSkinner  succeeded  him  as  president. 
John  A.  Skinner  was  made  cashier  in  April  1884.  The  present  officers  are 
E.  A.  Skinner,  president;  J.  A.  Skinner,  vice-president;  PVank  W.  Crandall, 
cashier  ;  Grant  S.  Flagler,  assistant  cashier.  The  directors  are  Reuben  (L 
Wright,  William  E  Wheeler,  (of  Portville,  N.  Y.),  P>lward  A  Skinner,  F. 
W.  Crandall,  J  A.  Skinner.  The  first  charter  expiring  in  1884,  tlie  bank 
under  its  new  organization  changed  its  name  to  T/ic  Natiojial  Jiank  of  Jlrst- 
ficld.    The  brick  block  in  which  it  is  located  was  built  by  the  bank. 

Lorenzo  V.  and  Augustus  F.  Phelps  conducted  a  private  bank  for  some 
years  from  1871,  which  failed  causing  loss  to  its  depositors. 

Newspapers. — From  1826  to  1828  Harvey  Newcomb  published  the 
Western  Star,  Tliis  was  followed  by  the  Chautauijua  PJucnix^  PIull  New- 
comb  proprietors  ;  in  1 83 1  this  became  The  American  Eagle  issued  by  G. 
W.  Newcomb  until  1838  when  G.  W.  Bli.ss  changed  it  to  the  llTst field 
Courier^  which  had  a  brief  life.  The  Westfield  Lyceum^  and  ll^estern 
Farmer  and  Repository^  both  established  in  1835,  had  short  lives.  The  West- 
field  Advocate^  commenced  in  May,  1841,  had  only  a  brief  existence,  while 
the  Westfield  Messenger,  started  in  1841,  by  C.  J,  J.  &.  T.  Ingersoll  lived 
until  1 85 1,  when  its  new  owner,  E.  W.  Dennison,  changed  the  name  to  the 
Westfield  Transcript,  which  lived  until  1857.  Buck  and  Wilson  published 
it  the  last  year.  The  Western  Argus  was  started  in  J 857  and  the  next  year 
moved  to  Dunkirk.  The  iMke  Shore  JCnterprise  was  brought  here  from 
North  East  in  i868,  edited  by  S.  O.  Hay  ward,  and  was  moved  to  Tonawanda 
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ill  1 87 1.  vS.  Ci.  IMcIvvveii  published  a  liberal  and  reform  monthly,  77^'  A/es- 
seiig('}\  from  1876  to  1880.* 

TJic  Urs//irld  Rcpublicati^  which  claims  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
Republican  paper  of  tlie  state,  was  founded  April  25,  1855,  by  M.  C.  Rice. 
March  8,  1873,  Frank  A.  Hall  purchased  it.  Joseph  H.  Hall  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  purchase  and  mauagement  for  three  months.  Frank  A. 
Hall  sold  tlie  paper  October  4,  1883,  to  Alfred  K.  Rose,  who  sold  to  Hugh 
W.  Tlionipson  in  1886.  Mr.  Tlioinpson  is  a  native  of  Westfield,  was  educated 
at  Westfield  academy,  learned  his  trade  in  ^Nlayville,  and  is  conducting  the 
Rrpiihlicaii  in  a  successful  and  satisfactory  manner. 

Sii))n)nt  Li)i{i^c\  Xo.  21^^  F.  cf  yl.  M.  was  brought  from  Mayville,  April 
29,  1852,  tlie  present  charter  bearing  date  June  ir,  1S51.  The  first  officers 
at  Westfield  were  Dexter  Karnes,  W.  M.  ;  W.  W.  Craft,  vS.  W.  ;  Wm.  A. 
iNIaybonie,  J.  W.  ;  W.  W.  Hawkins,  Secretary,  ;  W.  P.  Holmes,  Treasurer. 
It  owns  well  fitted  up  lodge  rooms  at  13  and  14  Main  street,  and  the  officers 
in  1893  were  G.  F.  Dickson,  W.  M.  ;  F.  R.  Mosher,  S.  W.  ;  A.  N.  Taylor, 
J.  W.  ;  V.  P.  Wolfe,  Secretary,  F.  W.  Johnston,  Treasurer. 

W'cslju'ld  Coufici/^  No.  <V/,  Royal  Area /III  jfi^  was  organized  in  April  1878. 
Its  membershi])  is  over  100.  Among  its  members  are  C.  P.  rngersoll,  chair- 
man of  the  financial  committee  of  the  Supreme  Council,  F.  W.  Crandall, 
chairman  of  the  financial  committee  of  the  Grand  Council  of  New  York,  and 
Edward  A.  Skinner,  supreme  treasurer  of  the  order  by  annual  election  since 
1880.  The  officers  in  1893  were  G.  S.  Flagler,  Past  Regent  ;  John  R.  P\ay, 
Regent  ;  W.  11.  Walker,  vSecretary,  J.  M.  Mateer,  Treasurer. 

Jl'i/iiaffi  Sockiii  Pos/^  No.  j2^,  G.  A.  /v.,  was  organized  December  13, 
1883,  witli  J.  H.  Towle,  G.  T.  Jewett,  Alex  :\IcDade,  G.  M.  Rykert,  P.  W. 
Beniis,  S.  \\.  P>acon,  \\.  A.  vSkiniier,  W.  H.  Rolph,  Geo.  Maurer,  G.  A.  Isliam, 
M.  Atwater,  J.  S.  Rohn,  Charles  Ihown,  I).  H.  Beadle,  W.  O.  Case,  iMed  Fox, 
John  H.  PVy,  H.  Hanchett,  Martin  Harmon,  G.  A.  Hopkins,  D.  Iv.  Isham, 
H.  L.  Knowltoii,  C.  C.  Lewis,  J.  J.  Munson,  H.  Rimbaeh,  C.  J.  Randall,  J. 
L.  Smith,  h-red  vSwarlz,  Joseph  vStecher,  Geo.  Tate,  h'rank  \'olgstadt,  Hor- 
ace Washburn,  R.  D.  Wooman,  John  Batchelder,  Horace  Purbee,  Theodore 
Walters  as  charter  members.  The  membership  in  1893  was  43.  The  com- 
manders have  l)een  J.  H.  Towle,  G.  T.  Jewett,  P.  W.  Bemis,  W.  H.  Walker, 
A.  B.  Hawkins,  S.  M.  Hosier. 

*Mr,  McHwtii  was  horn  in  Hinesburg,  Vt.,  received  his  education  at  comiiioti  sch«x)ls  aiui  at  Potsdam 
Academy,  N.  Y.,  and  tau);lit  district  scliools  winters  several  j-ears.  He  married  Janette  A.  Higgins,  and,  in 
I'^so,  emigrated  to  this  County  ;  canie  to  Westfield  in  iS64,  purchased  and  conducted  a  farm,  and  also  worked 
as  compositor  for  five  years  in  the  Repulilicaii  ofTice.  While  publishing  The  M>timni/tr  Mr.  McKwen  did  the 
work  when  he  could  spare  time  from  other  tluties.  When  tlie  "  I'nion  School  "  was  e^tabli.-)he<I  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  Ikoanl  of  education,  and  served  nine  j  ears ;  he  was  the  chairman  of  the  library  committee  for  fivc 
years,  and  had  the  charge  of  purchasing  bcwks  ;  he  has  served  six  years  as  corjKiration  assessor.  He  has  two 
s<Mi>  liviui;  ;  v>.«.di  u  S.  and  Charb  s  1<;.    Mr.  McKwen  rendered  v;duable  aid  in  gathering  material  tor  this  history 
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Westficld  Lodgc^  No.  59/,  /.  O.  O.  F.^  was  organized  U.  D.-,  dated  Sep- 
tember 30,  1890,  issued  to  John  Hatsell,  L.  V.  Gerrard,  F.  H.  Baker,  H.  S. 
Preston,  J.  L.  Waterman,  Will  Norton  and  Andrew  Johnson,  and  was  insti- 
tuted in  October  1890,  when  25  were  initiated.  The  noble  j^rands  have 
been  J.  L.  Waterman,  S.  M.  Hosier,  W.  H.  Kesslcr,  J.  Cr.  Finlay,  K.  K.  Wea- 
ver. January  16,  1892,  Odd  Fellows  HalP'  was  formally  dedicated.  In 
1893  there  were  108  members  and  31  members  of  the  encampment. 

Cli(iutai(<]ua  Postojficc^  the  first  postoffice  in  the  county,  was  established 
May  6,  1806,  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek,  Col.  James  McMahan  postmaster. 
It  continued  until  June  15,  1818,  when  Westfield  ])ost<)ffice  on  the  east  side 
of  the  creek  was  established,  Fenn  Deming,  postmaster.  His  successors 
have  been  Orvis  Nichols,  Calvin  Rumsey,  William  Sexton,  Rev.  H.  W.  lieers, 
Dr.  L.  Vl.  Kenyon,  David  Mann,  I^>yron  Hall,  F.  C.  P.ari;er,  W.  K.  Wheeler, 
:\Irs.  C.  U.  Drake,  F.  A.  Hall,  J.  LaDue,  W.  H.  Walker  and  David  K.  Fal- 
vay,  who  was  appointed  in  1894.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Hanora,  (Keefe) 
Falvay,  was  born  in  Ripley  in  i860.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Westfield 
Union  School,  June,  1881,  and  taught  here  ten  years.  He  conducts  real 
estate  business,  and  life  and  accident  insurance  in  this  county  and  Erie 
county.  Pa.  He  has  been  .secretary  of  Summit  Lodge,  F*.  and  A.  M.  four 
years,  and  is  a  correspondent  of  educational  and  other  journals.  He  has  been 
secretary  for  the  past  five  years  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Lawvhks. — Henry  Clay  Kingsbury  was  born  in  Homer,  Cortland  county, 
N.  v.,  Nov.  6,  1830.  He  prepared  for  college  in  Cortland  Academy,  (in 
Homer)  and  entered  the  sophomore  class  in  Plamilton  college  in  the  fall  or 
1846,  and  graduated  in  1849.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Wm.  W. 
Northrop  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November  1851.  He  had  charge 
of  the  law  office  of  Kingsley  <S:  Graves  in  Cincinnatus  until  the  spring  ot 
1853,  when  in  May  of  that  year  he  located  at  Sherman  and  remained  until 
^larch  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Westfield  where  he  has  pursued  his  profes- 
sion.   His  son,  C.  A.  Kingsbury,  is  also  a  lawyer. 

Jerome  LaDue,  son  of  Joshua  and  Julia  A.  (Cowles)  LaDue,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Chautauqua,  December  12,  1839.  He  read  law  with  Henry  C. 
Kingsbury  of  Westfield,  and  Jason  Downer  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  10,  1866.  He  has  pursued  his  profession  in 
Milwaukee,  Winona,  Minn.,  and-at  Westfield  where  he  located  in  1870.  He 
is  engaged  in  real  estate  and  insurance  business  and  has  been  postmaster. 

Silas  W.  Mason,  son  of  Luther  M.  and  Ann  Mason,  was  born  in  Ellery, 
November  21,  1840.  He  was  educated  for  his  profession  at  the  Albany  Law 
University,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1874,  at  Albany,  and  established 
himself  at  Westfield  for  the  practice  of  law  in  June  of  the  .'^ame  year.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  society  of  Good  Templars,  is  (November  1893)  County 
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Chief  Templar,  and  a  Free  and  Accepted  Mason.  In  1887  he  was  the  pro- 
hibition candidate  for  Assembly  in  Chantanqna  county,  where  the  Prohibi- 
tion party  casts  about  one  tliousand  votes.  In  1S89  he  was  the  prohibition 
nominee  for  jud^^e  of  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  and  the  next  year 
was  nominated  forjudge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  He  married  Amanda  F., 
dau<j:hter  of  I^aul  Persons,  Jr.,  and  Susan  (McGill)  Persons,  of  Westfield. 

William  Russell  was  born  at  Alfred,  Allegany  county,  January  20,  1843. 
He  read  law  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Law  School. 
He  then  resumed  study  in  New  York  city  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
that  city.  He  came  to  Westfield  to  locate  as  a  lawyer  in  1874  and  is  still  in 
practice.    He  was  married  in  1869  to  Mary  C.  Willey  of  P>rooklyn. 

Moses  D.  Tennant,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Smith  ^i:  Tennantof 
Westfield,  is  the  son  of  Deloss  G.  and  Eliza  S.  Tennant,  and  was  born  in 
Riple\-,  I)eceni1)er  3,  1S49.  Moses  I).  Tennnut  was  educated  at  the  ITnion 
ScluH)l  in  Ripley,  Westfield  ;\cademy,  and  Alfred  University,  Allegany 
county.  He  studied  law  with  Austin  Smith,  and  since  his  admission  to  the 
bar  has  been  his  law  partner.  Mr.  Tennant  married  September  27,  1878, 
Helen  E.,  daughter  of  Austin  Smith. 

Arthur  P).  Ottaway,  son  of  John  E.  and  Sarah  B.  Oltaway,  was  born  in 
Mina,  May  8,  1854.  He  was  educated  in  Sherman  and  Westfield  academies, 
studied  law  with  William  Russell  of  Westfield,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1879.    He  has  ser\'e(l  as  district  attorney  of  the  county. 

Physicians. — Thomas  Davis  Strong,  M.  D.,  a  prominent  and  well-known 
physician  of  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  was  born  in  Pawlet,  \'t.,  the  son  of  Return 
and  Laura  Davis  Strong,  and  is  lineally  descended  from  Elder  John  Strong, 
early  of  Northampton,  Mass.  He  fitted  for  college  at  Purr  Seminary,  Man- 
chester, Vt.,  and  was  graduated  in  1848  from  the  University  of  Vermont. 
He  attended  medical  lectures  at  Castleton  Medical  College,  and  at  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  I^ufialo,  from  which  school  he  was  grad- 
uated in  1851  as  M.  D.  He  began  j)raetice  at  Westfield  in  1851.  May  25, 
1852,  he  married  Lucy  M.  Ainswortli  of  Williamstown,  Vt.,  who  died  in 
A})ril  1S91.  Dr.  vStrong  was  surgeon  of  ihe  68th  Regiment  of  N.  Y.  S.  M., 
and  was  with  it  in  the  Gettysburg  campaign  in  1863.  He  has  been  for  25 
years  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Westfield  Academy  and  L'nion 
School.  He  is  president  of  the  Jamestown  board  of  pension  examiners  ;  is  a 
men.iber  of  the  American  ;\cademy  of  medicine  ;  is  a  member  and  has  been 
president  of  the  Chautauqua  County  and  Lake  Erie  medical  societies.  He 
was  one  of  the  commissioners  for  locating  the  Insane  Asylum  at  I^uffalo.  In 
1889  he  was  chosen  vice-president,  and  in  1893  president  of  The  New  York 
State  Medical  Association.'' 

George  W.  Seymour,  M.  I).,  physician  and  surgeon,  son  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Matilda  (Green)  Seymour,  was  born  at  Chautauqua,  December  13,  1841. 
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He  was  educated  at  Mayville  and  Westfield  academies,  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  George  A.  Hall  and  Dr.  Asa  S.  Couch  at  Westfield,  received  his  medical 
degree  at  New  York  Homeopathic  college,  was  graduated  in  1872,  succeeded 
the  same  year  to  the  practice  of  Dr.  Hall.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Xorth- 
western  Homeopathic  Society  and  of  the  New  York  Homeopathic  Medical 
Society. 

John  M.  Brown,  M.  D.,  a  native  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  ])orn  I'Vl)ruary  22, 
1S42,  w;is  educated  at  Aurora  academy  in  Erie  count v,  and  was  giaduatt'd 
in  medicine  at  University  of  lUiffalo  in  1S64.  He  was  resident  ]>hysician  at 
IhilTalo  ( fcueral  Hosj)it.il  nearly  18  months.  In  the  fall  of  r*^')5  lie  located 
at  West  field. 

I'Mgar  Rorxl,  M.  I).,  son  of  Wilson  and  Sall\'  (ChasL')  Rood,  was  ])orn  at 
Charl(jtle,  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1852.  He  attended  h'redonia  Normal  vSchool  and 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  T.  P>.  Walker  of  Cherry  Creek.  He  attended  medi- 
cal lecture>  at  IhifTalo  Medical  University  and  was  graduated  as  M.  1).  in 
1878.  He  connnenced  practice  in  Conewaugo,  Cattaraugus  county.  About 
1880  he  removed  to  Cherry  Creek  and  in  the  fall  of  1890  located  in  West- 
field.  In  1892  he  connected  Dr.  William  A.  Putnam  with  him  in  practice. 
Dr.  Rood  belongs  to  the  Chautauqua  County  Medical  vSociety,  and  holds 
membershi])  in  Cherry  Creek  Lodge,  No.  384,  F.  and  A.  M.  Dr.  Rood  mar- 
ried November  25,  1878,  Ivstella  Wood  of  vSli inula.    They  have  3  children. 

Wm.  A.  Putnam,  M.  D.,  son  of  Ivdwin  aiui  Harriet  (Irons)  Putnam,  was 
born  in  Stockton  (Cassadaga  village)  July  11,  1854.  He  was  educated  at 
I'redonia  Normal  School  and  received  his  medical  education  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  HufTalo,  where  he  was  graduated  as  M.  D.,  in  1SS4.  He  then  began 
practice  at  Cassadaga,  and  in  1885  located  at  vSmitlTs  Mills.  In  October, 
1891,  he  came  to  Westfield,  and  in  1892  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  Rood. 
Is  a  member  of  Lake  Erie  Medical  Society,  (of  which  he  was  president  in 
1887)  and  Chautauqua  County  Medical  Society.  Is  a  member  of  Silver 
Lodge,  No.  757,  F.  ^  A.  M.,  Silver  Creek,  E.  A.  U.  of  Westfield,  and  Forest- 
ville  Grange.  Dr.  Putnam  married  in  1878,  I\Iary  A.,  daughter  of  David  H. 
and  Clarissa  (Edson)  Ames  of  Charlotte.    They  have  two  children. 

Walter  vStuart,  I\I.  D.,  was  born  March  25,  1857,  in  IJaraboo,  Wis.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  P)usti,  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Aaron  Skinner  at  Ashville,  and  was  graduated  as  M.  D.  fr  )m  University  01 
HufTalo  in  i^fjo  and  located  in  Westfield. 

John  Da\'id  Davis,  M.  D.,  son  of  Willard  ;ind  Laura  L.  (liellows)  Davis, 
was  born  at  Ca.ssadaga,  June  4,  1861.  He  received  his  medical  education  at 
the  University  of  Pulfalo,  and  after  a  three  years'  course  was  graduated  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1886.  He  was  in  Warren  county  Pa.,  for  one  year,  then  held  the 
position  of  State  Poard  of  Health  olTicer  to  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reserva- 
tion.   June  22,  1889,  he  came  to  Westfield,  and  has  since  l)een  in  active 
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practice  as  a  plnsician  and  suri^eon.  February  i,  1893,  he  was  appointed 
surgeon  to  the  Lake  Shore  &  I^Iichigan  Southern  railroad.  Dr.  Davis  is  a 
member  of  Chautauqua  Medical  Society  and  Krie  County  Medical  Society. 

J.  C.  Gifibrd  a  native  of  Ellery  came  to  Westfield  in  1852,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  dentistry  in  1856. 

John  E.  W.  liissell,  I).  D.  S.,  a  native  of  Oweo^o,  Tioj^a  county,  and  of 
Massacliusetts  ancestry,  was  educated  in  the  Jamestown  public  schools, 
studied  dentistry  in  the  office  of  Rawson,  Lenox  «S:  Swetland,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Philadelphia  Dental  college  in  1890,  and  at  once  located  in 
Westheld.     :  ^  ^. 

SUPKRVISORS. — 1829,  Amos  Atwater  ;  1830,  John  McWhorter ;  1831- 
2-3,  Amos  Atwater;  1S34-5,  Robert  Cochran  ;  1836-7,  George  Hall;  1838, 
William  vSexton  ;  1S39-40-1,  Elijah  Waters;  1842,  Thomas  B.  Campbell; 
J843,  James  I'ratt  ;  1S44,  Thomas  H.  Campbell;  1845-6-7,  John  Cr.  Hinck- 
ley; 1S4S,  Alvin  Plumb;  1S49-50,  Austin  Smith;  1851,  (jeorge  Hall; 
1852,  Alvin  Plumb;  1853-4,  Joshua  R.  Pabcock  ;  1855,  John  G.  Hinckley  ; 
1856-7,  William  Vorce ;  1858-9-60,  George  W.  Patterson;  1861-2-3-4-5-6, 
Sextus  H.  Hungjcrford  ;  1867,  George  W.  Patterson  ;  1868-9,  P'^rancis  B. 
Brewer  ;  1 870-1,  Henry  C.  Kingsbury  ;  1872-3-4-5-6-7-8-9,  PVancis  V*.  Brewer  ; 
1880-1-2,  P^dward  A.  vSkinner  ;  1883-4-5,  P^.  H.  Dickernian,  1886-7-8-9-90-1- 
2-3-4,  S.  Fred  Xixon. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

HON.  GKORGF.  W.  I'ATTICRSON. 

//o/L  Gcori^d  ir.  Pattcrsoji  ^  was  born  at  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  Nov.  11, 
1799,  and  died  at  Westfield,  X.  Y.,  Oct.  15,  1879.  Pie  was  son  of  Thomas 
and  P^lizabeth  (  Wallace)  Patterson,  and  grandson  of  Peter  and  Grisel  (Wilson) 
Patterson  of  Londonderry,  to  which  place  Peter  emigrated  in  1737  from 
Bush  Mills,  County  Antrim,  Ireland.  Peter  was  great-grandson  of  John 
Patterson,  who  came  from  Argylesliire,  Scotland,  to  Bush  ]Mills  about  1612, 
with  a  colony  of  Scotch  emigrants.  Pie  and  his  family  were  at  the  siege  of 
Derry,  where  one  of  his  sons  died  from  starvation.  The  homestead  at  Bush 
Mills  of  this  John  |)assL-(l  from  father  to  son  for  six  generations.  Of  liis  des- 
cendants in  the  third  and  fourth  generations,  many  of  them  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  the  Scotch-Irish  emigrations.  Gov.  Patterson's  ancestry  were  farm- 
ers, and  most  of  them  linen-weavers  and  dealers  holding  prominent  local 
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positions.  They  were  Scotcli-Irisli  Presbyterians,  strong  in  body  and  mind, 
able  to  defend  tliemsclves  and  tlieir  opinions.  Hon.  Geor«;e  W.  Patterson 
Was  a  ready  speaker  and  writer,  with  a  wonderfnl  memory  of  faets  and  dates, 
brimfnl  of  anecdotes,  ever  clieerfnl,  hoping  and  looking  for  the  right  to  snc- 
cecd.  He  was  of  commanding  presence  (his  weight  being  from  two  hundred 
to  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds),  a  jxarticularh'  good  presiding  oiTieer, 
which  position  he  held  two  years  as  speaker  of  the  Assembh-,  and  two  years 
as  president  of  the  Senate  of  New  York.  His  services  were  always  in  demand 
as  a  sj)eaker  at  j)()litical  campaign  meetings.  Among  the  legislative  meas- 
ures originated  l)y  him  was  the  free  banking  law  of  New  York,  the  original 
bill  of  which  he  drew,  and  which  passed.  The  main  provisions  of  the  free 
banking  laws  of  the  United  States,  giving  the  people  a  secured  currency 
under  governmental  supervision,  were  taken  from  the  New  York  law.  He 
closed  his  congressional  term  in  his  eightieth  year,  the  year  of  his  death.  In 
politics  he  was  Whig  and  a  Republican.  In  business  he  was  successful. 
Thurlow  \Yeed,  his  political  and  personal  friend  f<;r  over  half-a-century,  the 
eminent  journalist  and  politician  of  New  York,  in  an  article  in  the  New 
York  7;77w;^r,  wrote  :  *'A11  the  elements  and  cpialities  which  elevate  and 
adorn  human  life  were  harmoniously  blended  in  the  character  of  George  W. 
Patterson.  His  life  was  not  only  entirely  blameless,  but  eminently  useful. 
To  those  who  knew  him  as  I  did  no  form  of  eulogium  will  be  deemed  inap- 
propriate. As  a  citizen,  as  the  head  of  a  family,  and  as  a  public  servant,  he 
was  a  model  man.  In  the  discharge  of  legislative  duties  he  was  conscien- 
tious and  patriotic.  He  was  always  in  his  seat,  and  no  l)ad,  defective,  e(piiv- 
ocal  or  suspicious  bill  ever  evaded  or  escaped  his  vigilant  and  watchful  eye. 
He  had  troops  of  friends,  and,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  was  without  an 
enemy.  In  private  life  he  was  exceptionally  faultless.  Without  making  a 
proclamation  of  temperance,  he  was  always  a  cold-water  drinker.''  His  wife 
was  Hannah  W.,  daughter  of  John  Dickey,  Esq.,  merchant,  of  the  West  Par- 
ish, Londonderry.  The  last  of  his  school  education  was  liad  at  tlie  Pinker- 
ton  Academy,  Derry,  the  first  printed  catalogue  of  which  institution  showing 
his  own  and  future  wife's  names.  He  was  a  school  teacher  at  Pelham,  N.  H., 
in  1817,  and  in  1818  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills,  in  which 
business  he  was  largely  interested  for  twenty-six  years,  mostly  at  nis  shops 
on  his  farm,  near  Moscow,  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  Livingston  county,  N. 
Y.  He  resided  there  till  1841,  when  he  removed  to  WestfieUi,  N.  Y.,  to  take 
the  agency  of  the  Chautauqua  land  office  as  successor  of  Governor  Seward, 
who  succeeded  the  agent  of  the  Holland  Land  Com|)any  at  the  Chautau(jua 
office.  When  the  lands  became  reduced  by  sales,  Mr.  Patterson  bought  the 
residue  of  lands  and  securities  of  the  company,  and  continued  the  sales  at 
the  Westfield  office  till  his  death,  when  the  title  to  the  unsold  lands  passed 
to  his  only  son.  Mr.  Patterson's  only  male  descendant's  son,  grandson  and 
great-graudson  bear  liis  name. 
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Governor  Patterson  commenced  holding  public  office  soon  after  liis  resi- 
dence be<i^an  at  Leicester  in  1824,  and  frc  ni  that  time  until  his  death  it  was 
the  exception  that  he  was  not  in  public  service.  At  no  time  did  he  ever  ask 
for  an  appointment  or  nomination,  these  positions  coming  unsolicited. 
When  justices  of  the  peace  became  elective  he  was  chosen  to  that  office, 
which  he  retained  by  successive' elections  till  he  removed  to  Westfield,  the 
majorities  in  his  town  being  generalh'  on  the  side  opposed  to  him  in  politics. 
He  was  commissioner  of  higliways,  school  commissioner,  justice  of  the  peace, 
brigade  pa\  iuaster,  and  su])er\'isor  of  lyeicester  ;  was  a  member  of  tlie  vState 
Assemljiy  eight  years,  the  last  t\vo  of  which  (1839  and  1840)  he  was  vSpeaker 
of  the  . House  ;  he  removed  to  We.stfield  in  1841  to  take  charge  of  the  Cliau- 
tau(|ua  land-oflice  ;  was  appoiuted  l)asin  counuissiouer  at  Al])any  l)y  Oov- 
cruor  Seward  ;  harbor  commissioner  at  New  York  by  Governor  Clark, 
and  (juarautine  commissioner  for  the  j^ort  of  New  York  by  (jovernor  Mor- 
gan ;  was  :i  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Con\'ention  that  nouiinated 
John  C.  Fremont  for  president,  and  to  the  National  Republican  Convention 
that  re-nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  a  second  presidential  term  ;  has  been 
supervisor  of  Westfield  three  years  ;  president  of  Westfield  Academy  and 
president  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Westfield  many  years  ;  represented 
the  county  of  Chautauqua  in  the  state  constitutional  convention  in  1846  ; 
was  elected  lieutenant-governor  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  1848  ;  and  in 
1876  was  elected  to  tlie  Forty-fifth  Congress  as  a  Republican,  receiving  16,- 
910  votes  against  10,601  votes  for  James  Frecland,  Democrat.  He  was  a 
director  in  the  Buffido  and  State  Line  railroad  from  its  organization,  June, 
1849,  till  its  consolidation,  May  1867,  and  from  that  date  till  June  1868,  a 
director  in  tlie  liuffalo  and  lu'ie  railroad,  now  a  part  of  the  Lake  vShore  and 

IVriclii<>au  vSoutliern. 

(I 

Gi:oR(;}v  w.  patti<;kson. 
(t(  i>r<^('    H riiltrrson    was    l)orn    in    Leicester,    Livingston  county, 
FV']:)ruar\-    25,  He   has   been   a   resident   of  Westfield   the  greater 

part  of  the  time  since  1841.  He  is  the  only  son  of  Hon.  George  W. 
Patterson,  sou  of  Tlionias  of  Londonderr\-,  N.  IL,  son  of  Peter  of  Bush 
IMills,  Ireland,  and  of  Londonderr\-,  son  of  John  of  Bush  Mills,  County 
Antrim,  Irelaiul,  son  of  Robert,  son  of  John,  both  of  the  same  place.  The 
latter  came  from  Argvleshire,  Scotland,  prior  to  the  siege  of  Derry.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Patterson  was  Hannah  W.  (Dickey)  Patterson,  daughter  of 
John  Dickey  of  ( ri  eigsville,  N.  Y.,  and  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  son  of  Matthew, 
son  of  John,  both  of  Londonderry  Tlie  latter  from  Count}' Antrim,  Ireland. 
Mr.  Patterson  was  graduated  from  I^artmouth  college  in  18. {S,  studied  law 
from  iS  |S  to  (not,  howe\-er,  with  a  \-iew  t(»  practice),  assisted  for  se\-eral 

years  as  a  eleik  to  his  father,  who  was  ai;ent  at  Westfield  of  tlie  Cliautatupia 
Land  Company.     Imohi  iS^o  to  1833  he  was  ]Kirtner  in  the  lirm  of  Waters 
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&  Patterson,  iiiaiuifacturers  at  Westficld  of  cdi^c  tools,  shovels,  forks,  and 
hoes,  and  from  1854  to  1858  cashier,  and  from  18  58  to  1875  president,  of  the 
"Geo.  AVashinji^ton  Bank  "  of  Cornin^^,  N.  V.  Since  1875  he  has  been  a 
resident  of  Wcstfield,  in  chart^e  of  the  I'cmainini;  land  ofilce  bnsiness,  and 
execnlor  of  several  estates.  He  is  the  owner  of  the  remaining-  nnsi)ld  Land 
onice  lands,  beinj^  in  most  part  nnimi)r()ved  timber  land.  At  Cornin;^  he 
lield  the  offices  of  member  and  acting-  ])resident  of  the  villa,i;e  board  of  trnstees, 
and  for  nine  years  was  a  member  and  the  president  of  its  board  of  education. 
He  is  (1894)  servin<^  his  tliird  term  as  a  member  of  the  AVeslfield  board  of 
water  connnisioners,  has  been  its  president,  acting  superintendent,  and 
engineer  fn;m  its  (jrgani/ation. 

On  September  17,  1861,  he  married  Francis  I).  Todd,  daughter  o(  Zcrah 
and  ^Martha  (Carr)  Todd,  natives  of  Toddsville,  N.  V.,  a  village  founded  1)\' 
IVIrs.  Patterson's  grandfather,  Lemuel  Todd,  son  of  Jehiel,  sun  of  vStephen. 
The  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patterson  are  (ist)  Catherine,  a  graduate 
of  Vas^ar  college  (1S84),  wife  of  P'lank  W.  Crandall,  cashier  of  the  i'irst 
National  bank  of  Westfield.  (2d)  George  W.,  born  P\'bruary  i,  1864,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  (1884)  and  of  the  Institute  of  TecluKjlogy  (18S7),  electrical 
engineer,  instructor  of  mathematics  at  the  Institute  of  Technology,  student 
at  Harvard  Law  School,  instructor  of  electrical  engineering  and  ])r()fessor  of 
physics  at  the  University  of  Michigan.,  author  and  pu])lisher  oi'  text  books 
on  electrical  subjects,  contributor  to  electrical  pid)lications  and  to  the  Journal 
of  the  American  vSociety  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  He  married  Merib  Rowley, 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Their  only  son  is  George  W,, — 
tlie  only  son,  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  Hon.  George  W.  Patterson 
bearing  the  same  name.  (3rd)  Hannah  W.,  wife  of  Harry  P\  Forl)es  of  Rock- 
ford,  111.  She  was  graduated  from  the  school  of  painting  at  Vassar  (1885). 
(4th)  Frances  Todd,  a  graduate  of  Va.ssar  (1888),  treasurer  and  youngest  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Women  Managers  for  the  state  of  New  York  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago. 

Miss  Hannah  W.  Patterson,  Mr.  Patterson's  only  sister,  was  born  August 
15,  1835,  at  Leicester,  X.  Y.,  died  unn.iarried  at  Westfield,  'Slay  12,  1894. 
She  owned  and  resided  at  the  old  land  office  homestead  at  ^Vestfleld.  vShe 
\s'as  a  graduate  of  the  Ingham  Universit\'.  vShe  left  a  large  estate.  Among 
her  bequests  was  one  of  ,<iO(3,(X)o  to  found  the  Patterson  Library  "  at  West- 
field.  By  her  death  George  W.  Patters(jn,  her  brotlier,  becomes  sole  heir  and 
legatee  to  all  Chautauqua  residuary  land  interests  of  the  Holland  and  Cliau- 
taucpia  Land  com[)anies.  He  owns  all  their  books,  maps,  records  and  ])apers 
for  the  Chautau(pia  oflice,  and  is  often  called  u])on  for  ]'roof  of  the  jxiymcnts 
of  the  undischarged  bonds  and  mortgages  and  for  quit-ciainr  deeds  to  jierfect 
the  title  in  present  owners  iu  ca.ses  where  original  purchasers  have  failed  to 
record  their  deeds. 
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AUSTIN  SMITH. 

lion,  Aitsiin  Smith,  seventh  son  and  tenth  child  of  the  fonrteen  children 
of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (vSniith)  vSniith  was  born  in  what  is  now  Lansing, 
Tompkins  county,  March  i6,  1804.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Stamford, 
Connecticut  ;  his  father,  an  enterprising^  farmer  of  the  New  England  type, 
purchased  farm  a  little  north  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  whither  he  moved  his 
family,  and  later  removed  to  Peekskill  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. In  1803  Mr.  Smith,  learning  of  an  o|)portunity  to  buy  land  in  the 
section  no  .v  Ivansing  on  the  east  shore  of  Cayuga  lake,  visited  the  place  and 
contracted  with  a  Mr.  Oeer  for  the  jMircliase  of  213  acres  of  land,  the  money 
to  be  ])aid  in  specie  ui)ou  a  certain  da>'.  He  returned  to  Peekskill,  and  soon, 
after  started  with  his  family  and  worldly  goods  for  his  new  home.  Travel 
howe\  er  being  impeded  by  bad  roads,  ]\Ir.  vSmith,  fearing  he  should  not  be  in 
time  to  fuhil  his  contract,  left  his  family,  and  with  his  sjK'cie"  tied  in  his 
pocket-handkerchief,  walked  through  the  dense  forests  of  beech  woods  across 
the  country  for  fifty  miles  or  more  and  was  on  the  spot  at  the  specified  time. 
In  the  meanwliile  the  price  of  land  had  increased,  and  Mr.  Geer  thinking 
that  Mr.  Smith  could  not  arrive  in  time  was  arranging  with  another  cus- 
tomer, but  Mr.  Smith  showed  his  contract,  produced  the  money,  and  claimed 
his  land.  The  deed  was  made  out  in  1803.  Subsequently  Mr.  vSmith  bought 
30  or  40  acres  across  the  way,  and  with  his  large  farm  of  250  acres  without 
mortgage,  he  became  a  successful  agriculturist.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
1853,  thirteen  of  his  children,  (one  died  in  infancy)  had  arrived  to  maturity. 
All  were  married  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest  son,  Reuben.  Mrs. 
Smith  survi\'ed  her  husband  many  >  ears,  and  died  at  the  age  of  85. 

Austin  vSmith  had  early  aspirations  for  college  and  the  study  of  the  law, 
but  his  father  did  not  encourage  him  by  aiding  him  financially,  and  this  stim- 
ulated him  to  persex'ere  and  he  entered  Hamilton  College  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  July,  1826,  and  ranked  second  in  his  class.  Prior  to  this  time 
the  president  of  the  college  had  recommended  him  as  principal  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Ph-edoiiia  Academy,  the  first  in  Chautauqua  county.  Here  Mr. 
vSmith  soon  established  for  liimself  and  the  school  a  high  reputation,  and  he 
conducted  tlie  acadenn-  until  January  1830,  when  he  resigned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  devoting  himself  to  law.  Many  of  his  pupils  became  prominent  men 
in  the  county,  state  and  United  vStates.  While  teaching  Mr.  .Smith  had  been 
a  student  of  law  in  the  oifice  of  Crane,  Mullett,  and  in  PVbruary,  1830,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  county  courts,  and  in  July  in  the  sui)renie 
court  and  court  of  chancery.  He  immediateh'  located  in  NW-stfield,  became 
a  partner  of  Hon.  Al)ram  Dixon  and  continued  with  liim  until  1840,  when 
he  was  a])pointed  surrogate  of  Chautauqua  county,  which  position  he  held 
four  years.     In  1850  he  was  elected  a  member  of  a^sembl)',  and  re-elected  in 
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1 85 1.  In  1863,  on  rcconinicndation  of  Secretary  Cliase,  he  was  a])|)ointecl 
cxaniininj;  a<;ent  of  tlic  U.  S.  treasury  departtnent  for  vSoutli  Carolina  and 
iHorida.  and  afterwards  tax-conmiissioner  of  I'lorida.  His  home  lias  always 
been  in  the  town  of  his  adoption,  and,  durini,^  his  loni;  residence  here,  his 
sympathies  have  ever  been  for  her  pro^i^ress,  educationalh-  and  morally. 
vSeptem])er  28,  1828,  Mr.  Smith  married  Sarali  A.,  dan,L;hter  of  Col.  James 
Me^Ialian.  Mrs.  Smitli  died  in  May,  1888.  I^Ir.  vSmith's  surviving;-  children 
are  Robert,  and  Melcn,  wife  of  Moses  D.  Tennant.  His  i^^randchildren  are 
Austin  S.  Donaldson,  Chester  Donaldson,  Geop^c  Donaldson,  Kva  Donaldson 
(Mrs.  W.  S.  Root),  and  Mary  Donaldson,  children  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
(Smitli)  Donaldson  (dec.)  and  Arthur  S.  Tennant,  son  of  his  dau^hlor  Helen. 

Mr.  Smith  married  the  dau<;hter  of  the  earliest  pioneer  of  tlie  county,  is 
now  its  oldest  livinj^  lawyer,  and  has  been  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  suc- 
cessful of  those  who  have  practiced  at  the  bar  of  Chautaucpia  countv.  His 
professional  life  spans  the  j^reatcr  })art  of  the  j^eriod  since  the  organization 
of  the  connt\-,  when  Jacob  Hou;^htoii,  Abram  Dixon  and  other  eaiiy  and  now 
almost  foi^otlen  lawyers  were  in  practice.  He  was  a  contemporars' of  James 
Mullett,  Abner  JIazeltine,  Samuel  A.  Iirown,  and,  later,  and  in  his  prime,  of 
Madison  liurnell.  He  and  Mr.  liurnell  were  then  the  foremost  ]iractitioners 
of  the  Chautauqua  county  bar,  and  were  often  opposing;  counsel  in  the  most 
important  causes,  and  now  after  more  than  sixty  years  of  professional  life,  in 
the  possession  of  physical  health  and  mental  powers,  urbane  and  courteous 
manners  and  a  keen  wit,  is  to  a  limited  extent  enj^a^^ed  in  the  practice  of  law 
with  a  generation  of  lawyers  around  him  that  have  readied  or  passed  their 
prime,  not  one  of  whom  even  knew  in  their  childhood  the  contemporaries 
of  his  early  years  except  by  their  reputation.  Mr.  Smith  possesses  a  sound 
judgment,  a  discriminating  mind,  and  other  solid  qualities  of  an  able  lawyer. 
He  has  been  an  astute  counselor  and  an  able  advocate.  Forcible  and  logi- 
cal, he  sought  rather  to  convince  than  to  persuade.  Strong  and  plain  of 
speech,  of  a  shrewd  and  discerning  mind,  he  was  alwa\  s  effective  with  the  jury 
and  the  court,  and  in  view  of  his  long  and  honorable  service  he  may  well  be 
considered  the  Nestor  "  of  the  Chautauqua  county  bar.  He  has  devoted 
the  most  of  his  life  to  his  profession  and  lias  not  sought  political  preferment. 
The  esteem  in  which  his  abilities  were  held  while  membe-  ^pf  assenil)ly,  is 
attested  by  the  fact  that  the  first  year  of  his  service  in  the  legislature  he  was 
made  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  the  second  in  importance  in  the 
assembly.  In  his  last  term  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  highest  position  next  to  speaker.  During  his  long  professional 
and  public  career  no  one  has  ever  ventured  to  insinuate  a  doubt  respecting 
his  honesty  or  integrity. 
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SEXTUS  IIEMAN  HUNGERFORD. 

Hon,  Sextiis  Heman  Hiingerford^  son  of  Lot  and  Celinda  (Smith)  Hunger- 
ford,  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  was  born  in  Smithfield,  N.  Y., 
January  14,  1806.  His  early  years  were  passed  in  Vernon,  Oneida  county, 
and  were  calculated  to  impress  upon  him  those  habits  of  rig^id  economy,  pru- 
dent savins;  and  untirin<^-  indnstry  that  are  so  necessary  to  success,  for  the 
care  of  the  little  farm  of  his  father  and  the  support  of  the  lari;-e  family  from 
its  small  productions  devolved  upon  him  from  his  fifteenth  year,  on  account 
of  his  fatlier's  failim;  health.  Right  lowally  did  the  boy  engage  in  this  labor, 
and  with  loving  alTection  he  toiled  earl)'  and  late  for  the  comfort  of  the  fam- 
ily. Sextus  attained  his  majority  but  a  few  days  after  his  father's  death, 
and  during  the  next  few  years  gave  his  time  to  settling  the  estate,  which  not 
onh'  occupied  his  time,  but  most  of  his  share  of  the  proj)erty  was  abs()rl)ed  in 
providi r.g  for  his  brothers  and  sisters,  the  youngest  of  whom  was  but  one 
year  old  when  their  father  died.  In  this  dilhcult  work  he  was  much  aided 
by  the  counsels  of  Levi  vSkinner,  a  neighbor  of  his  parents,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen and  long  time  a  justice  of  the  peace.  February  24,  1830,  Mr.  Hunger- 
ford  married  Maria  P.,  daughter  of  Levi  and  Polly  (Chapin)  Skinner. 
Mrs.  Ilungerford  inherited  the  strong  mental  characteristics  of  her  father  to 
an  unusual  degree,  and  her  industry,  sagacity,  and  practical  common  sense 
were  valuable  aids  to  her  husband  in  his  successful  career.  The  young 
couple  [)assed  the  first  three  years  t)f  their  married  life  on  the  little  farm, 
when,  selling  it,  they  leased  a  larger  farm,  and  by  their  combined  energy  a 
profitable  result  was  obtained.  Mrs.  Hungerford,  with  her  natural  foresight, 
had  ])een  planning  for  the  future,  aivd  was  convinced  that  the  true  ]K)licy  for 
them  to  ])ursue  was  to  cast  their  lot  in  with  some  new  ])rogressive  commu- 
nity, and  .Mr.  I  lungerford  agreed  with  her.  At  their  nuirriage  Mrs.  Hunger- 
ford  receix'ed  from  lier  father  $500,  a  cow,  and  a  comfortable  housekeeping 
outfit,  wliich  formed  the  most  of  their  capital.  Their  labors  continually 
added  to  this,  and  Mr.  Hungerford  made  some  small  iiu'cstments  which 
brought  speed)-  profits,  and,  when,  in  1837,  they  came  to  Wcstfield,  Mr. 
Hungerford  was  able  to  engage  in  merchandising  whic^  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfull\-  for  six  \ears,  clearing,  in  one  of  the  most  depressing  periods  t>f  our 
countr\-\s  history,  $1,000  per  annum.  From  tliis  time  for  some  years  he  was 
in  di\-ersificd  occupations.  Man)-  of  his  lousiness  operations  recpiired  the  use 
of  a  ])auk,  au'l  as  tlie  nearest  one  was  at  vSiU'er  Creek,  he  concluded  that  the 
estab'ishuienl  of  one  \\\  W'esUleld  wouhl  be  not  onl)'  a  great  public  1)enefit, 
but  a  prorit:ible  un-lertaking.  It  was  no  eas\'  task  to  o\*ercome  the  financial 
and  otlier  dilhcultie-  in  his  way,  but  he  never  put  his  hand  to  the  plow  and 
h>oketl  back,''  and  in  June,  184S,  ''The  Pank  of  West  field  "  was  established 
with  550,000  capital.     Mr.  Ilungerford  was  president,  and  liis  brother  John 
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N.  Hungerford,  cashier.  In  1864  Hungerford  sold  the  bank  to  a  com- 
pany who  formed  **Tlie  First  National  Hank  of  Wcstficld,"  of  which  he  was 
made  a  director. 

Mr.  Hnngerford  was  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  no  important  matter  was  concluded  without  his  advice  being 
considered.  He  was  a  good  reader  of  men  and  their  motives,  and  had  an 
intuitive  perception  of  values  in  property.  He  was  not  only  a  business 
man,  he  w^as  more.  He  was  in  touch  with  those  principles  of  morality 
and  religion  which  form  the  crown  of  civilization,  and  he  strenuously 
labored  for  the  betterment  of  humanity.  He  was  pronounced  in  advo- 
cacy of  temperance  from  early  years,  and  in  1826  united  with,  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Oneida  county  and  was  soon  made  an  elder.  He  held 
the  same  office  in  the  church  at  Westfield  and  was  one  of  its  j^riucipal  sup- 
]X)rlers.  He  was  active  in  all  matters  of  moment  alTccting  the  weal  of  the 
community,  state  or  country,  was  supervisor  of  Westfield  six  years  from  1861, 
represented  his  district  in  the  assembly  of  the  state  in  1865,  and  was  un- 
tiring in  his  efforts  to  sustain  the  government  in  the  civil  war,  devoting  much 
time  gratuitously  to  the  furnishing  of  men  and  means,  and  by  following  the 
policy  suggested  by  him  the  town  avoided  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  war  debt." 
He  was  a  student  not  only  of  newspapers  and  books,  but,  from  the  society  of 
the  clergymen  and  other  intellectual  men  whom  he  met  as  guests  at  his  hos- 
pitable board  and  elsewhere,  he  cpiickly  gathered  and  absorbed  much  knowl- 
edge, and  became  a  man  of  comprehensive  information.  In  marked  con- 
trast to  so  many  successful  financial  men,  as  Mr.  Hungerford  accumukited 
wealth  he  was  more  generous,  his  christian  character  became  more  full  and 
rounded,  his  personal  attention  and  money  was  liberally  given  to  charitable 
objects,  religious  and  benevolent  institutions,  and  with  kindly  forethought  he 
provided  for  many  by  will.  Among  his  bequests  was  $15,000  to  the  Presby- 
terian Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the  Theological  Seminary.  Honesty, 
fidelity  and  ability  characterized  his  performance  of  every  duty,  public  and 
private,  and  when  May  15,  1867,  he  passed  to  the  higher  life  the  community 
mourned  the  loss  of  one  whose  place  could  not  be  filled. 

Mrs.  Hungerford  (who  survives  him  ),  a  christian  woman  of  sterling  worth, 
dignity  and  great  strength  of  character,  was  an  estimable  and  capable  help- 
meet for  her  husband,  making  his  home  a  ha})py  one,  and  advising,  sustain- 
ing and  encouraging  him  in  all  his  undertakings.  Although  time  has 
impaired  lier  physical  powers,  her  mental  vigor  is  yet  strong  and  active. 
She  conducts  the  management  of  her  property  and  dispenses  her  bounty  with 
christian  charity. 
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LFA'I  ALBURN  SKINNER. 

Levi  Alburn  Skinner  was  a  resident  of  Westfield  from  1854  to  .  the  time 
of  his  deatli,  April  12,  1S76,  and  durinj^  all  that  period  was  prominently 
identified  witli  its  business,  social  and  relij^ious  life.  He  was  born  April  i, 
1811,  in  tlie  town  of  Vernon,  Oneida  county,  to  which  place  his  father,  Levi 
Skinner,  had  removed  from  Massachusetts  in  1797.  Naturally  a  student,  he 
improved  all  the  opportunities  then  at  his  command  for  obtainin*^  an  educa- 
tion. He  attended  Hamilton  Academy  and  Oneida  Institute  at  Whitesboro, 
and  after  .^raduatim;-  from  the  latter  studied  theoloj^y  with  a  Pres1)yterian 
clericyman  in  JjiiilTalo.  In  April,  1S38,  hewas  married  to  Laura  A,  Patterson, 
of  the  town  of  Aurora,  Krie  county,  and  al^out  the  same  time  was  licensed  to 
preach  b\'  the  lUifTalo  I-*resbytei)',  of  which  body  he  remained  a  member 
durino^  his  lifetime.  He  was  a  successful  and  useful  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian churches  at  Darien,  Gowanda,  and  Lancaster  in  western  New  York, 
but  ill  health  and  a  serious  throat  difficulty  compelled  him  in  1850  to  relin- 
quish his  chosen  profession.  In  1854  he  removed  with  his  family  to  West- 
field,  and  accepted  th'e  position  of  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Westfield,  of  which 
the  late  vSextus  PI.  Huns^erford  was  president  and  owner.  His  wise  and  pru- 
dent nianai;ement  of  this  bank  contributed  very  lar<;ely  to  its  prosperity  and 
success. 

Ten  \  ears  later  the  I'irst  National  Pank  of  Westfield  was  orj^anized,  and 
succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  liank  of  Westfield.  Mr.  Skinner  was  the 
mana^ino-  officer  in  the  new  organization,  and  its  president  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  During  the  dark  days  of  our  civil  war  he  gave  freely,  both  time 
and  money,  in  support  of  the  government,  and  as  chairman  of  the  local  war 
committee,  his  duties,  which  were  arduous  and  constant,  were  performed 
faithfully  and  with  al)ilil\'.  In  business  matters  Mr.  vSkinner  was  wise, 
sagacious,  and  conservative,  and  ])ossessed  the  elements  of  financial  success. 
His  excellent  judgeniL-nt,  and  his  calm  dispassionate  view  of  every  subject, 
made  his  advice  valuable,  and  his  time  was  cheerfully  given  to  the  many 
who  sought  his  •counsel.  He  was  the  sympathetic  friend  of  all  who  needed 
help,  and  his  every  duty  was  i)erformed  faithfully,  and  in  a  quiet  unobtrusive 
manner.  Por  many  years  he  was  su])erintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sun- 
day-school in  Westfield,  and  e\'er  ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  connected  with 
church  and  christian  work.  One,  who  was  once  his  pastor,  in  writing  of 
him  after  his  death,  says  :  I  have  never  known  a  man  in  whom  the  ele- 
ments of  a  strong  and  sweet  nature  were  blended  as  in  him,  and  all  per- 
meated with  the  grace  of  Christ.  His  mind  was  so  calm  in  its  poise,  his 
judgement  so  just,  wise  and  iin])artial,  his  sympathies  were  .so  broad,  his 
aflections  so  warm,  that  more  and  more  he  appeared  to  me  a  t\'|)e  of  manhood, 
rare  and  clujice."     His  widow,  Laura  Patterson  Skinner,  survives  him,  and 
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resides  at  Wcstfield  ;  two  sons,  Edward  A.,  and  Jolin  Arthur,  and  tliree  daugh- 
ters, Alctliea  M.,  Laura  A.,  and  Clara  H.,  also  reside  at  Wcstfield,  and  one 
son,  Charles  P.,  lives  at  Ottawa,  Kansas. 

FRANXIS  I'.  K  ATT  IK  IJKKWKR. 

Francis  Bcaitie  Brciccr  was  descended  from  an  English  family  long  set- 
tled in  Devonshire,  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Exeter,  but  originally  seated  at 
Skipsea  Castle,  Holderness,  Vorksliire,  immediately  after  the  Norman  con- 
quest. Dr.  I»rewer  was  born  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  Octol)er  S,  1S20.  He  was  a 
son  of  the  late  1-Cbenezer  Hrewcr,  of  Pittsburgh,  who  removed  from  X'ermont 
about  fifty  years  ago  to  Titusville,  Pa.,  and  was  there  and  in  Pittsburgh 
largely  interested  in  lumber  manufacture  and  in  the  development  of  the 
])etroleum  interests.  Dr.  l>rewer\s  grandfather,  Col.  ]v])ene/.er  I  hewer,  was  a 
native  of  Poston,  whence  he  removed  to  New  IIami)shire  about  1 760  to  care  for 
extensive  timber  interests  wdiich  he  inherited  from  his  father,  Thomas  P>rewer, 
a  ship  builder  of  Boston,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  Finding  the 
English  settlement  harassed  by  the  PVench  and  Indians,  Mr.  Prcwer  joined 
the  celebrated  "  Xew  Mami)shire  Rangers,"  commanded  by  Col.  Robert 
Rogers,  and  in  that  organization  was  the  friend  and  companion  in  arms  of 
John  Stark,  and  with  him  passed  through  some  of  the  most  desperate 
encounters  of  the  French  and  Indian  war.  I>oth  young  men  were  ensigns 
in  the  British  service  and  both  resigned  to  take  up  the  cause  of  the  patriots 
in  the  Revolutionary  str\iggle.  During  the  war  Colonel  Brewer  served  as 
aide  to  Gen.  Jonathan  Chase  of  Xew  Hampshire,  and  subsequently  married  his 
daughter,  Mary,  a  noted  beauty,  whose  portrait  by  Gilbert  Stuart  is  one  of 
the  family  treasures.  After  independence  was  established  Col.  Brewer  was 
engaged  by  Governor  Wentworth  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  had  been  the  last 
royal  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  to  organize  a  colony  of  settlers  in  the 
New  Hampshire  grants,''  which  were  harassed  and  impoverished  by  the 
liostilities  between  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  with  the  idea  of  occupy- 
ing a  grant  of  100,000  acres  which  had  been  obtained  in  Nova  Scotia  in  the 
region  of  Minas  P.ay,  from  which  the  FvUglish,  a  quarter  of  a  century  before, 
liad  so  cruelly  expelled  the  Acadian  F^'rench  settlers. 

Colonel  Brewer,  after  visiting  the  region,  continued  his  journey  to  the 
island  of  Cape  Breton,  where  lie  purchased  a  coal  mine  and  intended  to 
develop  it,  but  the  fact  that  he  had  been  in  the  British  ser\  ice  before  lie  took 
up  arms  for  his  native  country  was  made  an  excuse  for  persecution  by  Amer- 
ican loyalist  refugees  who  had  fled  to  Cape  P>retoii  during  the  Revolution, 
and  the  British  officials  arbitrarily  imprisoned  him  for  nearly  a  year  and  he 
was  glad  on  being  released  to  abandon  his  property  and  return  to  Boston 
with  his  wife  and  infant  son,  born  during  his  residence  at  Sydney.  This  son, 
Ebenezer  Brewer,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
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serving  with  tlie  then  and  still  famous  Boston  Light  Infantry,  and  subse- 
quently organizing  and  commanding  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  but  too  late  to  be 
in  active  service  before  peace  was  declared.  He  married  Julia  Emerson,  a 
descendant  of  Rev.  VVilHam  Emerson,  and  lived  at  Barnet,  Vermont,  where 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering  on  the  Connecticut  river  until  1845, 
when  he  removed  to  Western  Pennsylvania  and  purchased  large  timber  tracts 
on  Oil  creek,  built  sawmills  at  Titusville,  and  made  his  residence  and  busi- 
ness head(|uarters  in  PittslMirgh. 

■  As  a  \  oung  man  Dr.  Brewer  received  the  most  lil^eral  educational  advant- 
ages, intending  to  follow  a  professional  career.  He  prepared  for  college  at 
Kimball  Union  Acadenn',  Meriden,  N.  II.,  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  with 
honors  in  1S43,  and  at  Dartmouth  Medical  College,  1845,  taking  also  a  degree 
from  JelTerson  College  in  Philadelphia.  He  practiced  medicine  but  a  few 
years,  however,  when  the  extension  of  his  father's  business  in  Titusville  and 
Pittsburgh  called  him  from  Pl\-mouth,  Mass.,  where  he  then  resided,  and 
])rumpted  the  abandonment  of  his  ])rofessional  career  and  the  taking  up  of 
commercial  and  industri^d  interests.  He  settled  in  Titusville  in  1851,  and 
his  attention  was  shortly  attracted  by  the  rich  petroleum  spring  on  the  lands 
of  Brewer,  Watson  c\:  Co.,  at  their  Upper  Mill  "  on  Oil  Creek.  Dr.  Brewer 
sent  a  (piantitN'  of  this  petroleum  to  his  former  ])rece])tor.  Professor  lienjamin 
Stillnian,  senior,  then  at  Vale,  with  the  request  that  it  be  analyzed,  and  an 
opinion  given  as  to  its  commercial  value.  After  considerable  delay  the  pror- 
fessor  made  a  re[)ort  in  which  he  stated  that  the  oil  had  valuable  properties 
but  that  it  was  ''not  likely  to  be  found  in  quantities  sufficient  to  make  it 
commercially  important,''  but  Dr.  Brewer  determined  to  make  a  trial  and 
organized  the  ''Pennsylvania  Rock  Oil  Company"  in  1854,  and  interested 
a  number  of  New  York  capitalists  and  was  himself  a  director  and  its  secre- 
tary. A  pump  was  put  into  the  oil  spring  and  the  crude  oil  secured  in  quan- 
tities sufficient  to  light  the  sawmill,  where  it  was  also  used  as  a  lubricant, 
but  it  was  more  than  two  years  before  the  company  could  determine  the  most 
promising  method  of  increasing  the  supply.  Col.  E.  L.  Drake,  of  New  Haven, 
was  sent  out  as  a  representative  of  the  eastern  stockholders,  and  undertook  to 
bore  a  well  at  the  old  spring,  but  a  number  of  the  larger  stockholders  had  lost 
their  enthusiasm  and  declined  to  stand  assessments  for  its  cost.  Another 
corporation  was  formed  which  took  a  lease  of  the  property,  and,  after  pro- 
longed delay  and  embarrassments  arising  from  ignorance  of  the  methods  of 
artesian  well-boring,  all  of  which  were  finally  overcome  by  the  patience  and 
ingenuity  of  Colonel  Drake  and  his  mechanical  assistant,  William  Smith, 
the  first  oil  well  was  struck  August  29,  1859,      ^  depth  of  69  feet,  6  inches. 

In  an  obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Brewer,  published  Monday,  August  i,  1892, 
the  PittshiiKi^li  Daily  DispatcJi  mentioned  the  formation  of  the  "  Pennsylvania. 
Rock  Oil  Company  "  and  said  : 
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At  the  same  time  Samuel  Kier  was  collecting  crude  oil  from  a  small  vein  struck  in  a  salt 
well  at  Tarentum  and  was  bottling  and  selling  it  as  a  medicine.  Francis  B.  Brewer  was  the  first 
man  who  ascertained  the  commercial  value  of  Pennsylvania  petroleum  as  an  illuminator  and 
lubricant,  as  a  business  matter. 

The  Erie  (Pa.)  Evening  Herald^  J^^b'  i<S92,  in  an  obituary  notice, 
evidently  written  by  some  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  petroleum  devel- 
opment, said  : 

The  finn  of  Brewer.  Watson  &  Co.,  had  the  first  oil  lease  on  record.  It  was  from  J.  I). 
Aingcr,  and  is  dated  July  4,  1.S53,  and  filetl  in  Wiiango  county.  To  Col.  Drake  isusuall}-  given 
the  credit  of  being  the  pioneer  oil  man,  and  that  is  true,  as  a  producer  by  the  jirocess  of  drilling  ; 
but  Dr.  Brewer  had  used  the  oil  two  years,  and  formed  his  oil  company,  before  Col.  Drake's 
attention  was  called  to  the  subject,  or  he  began  to  drill. 

The  timber  lands  of  Brewer,  Watson  »S:  Co.,  and  their  mill  pro})erties, 
turned  out  to  be,  generally,  productive  oil  territory,  and  thoy  secured  many 
other  valuable  properties  under  leases.  'I'he  lum])er  business  was  cIoscm]  ()ut, 
and  the  firm  for  the  next  twelve  years  en^a^^ed  in  pioduein.^  and  shippini; 
petroleum.  The  active  manaj^ement  was  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  I>rewer,  thuuj^h 
his  father  held  the  position  of  senior  partner.  Having  found  oil,  it  was 
necessary  to  find  a  market  for  it,  and  the  firm  undertook  to  create  a  market 
by  practically  oivinor  away  the  crude  oil — sliip])ing  to  New  York,  lioston,  Phil- 
adelphia and  Pittsburgh,  and  requirincr  only  that  the  cost  of  the  barrels  and 
frei<^ht  char<;es  should  be  returned.  This  policy  soon  brou,i;ht  the  merits  of 
petroleum  to  the  knowled<;e  of  a  lon^i^  sufTerini;  public,  weary  ||f>f  bad  smell- 
ini^  whale  oil  and  murderous  "  camphene.'"  John  S.  Schooley,  in  his  account 
of  the  early  petroleum  industry,  published  by  Harpers  in  1S64,  says: 
Brewer,  Watson  Co.,  were  really  the  <^reat  pioneers  in  the  introduction 
of  petroleum  in  lar<;e  quantities.  This  enterprisino^  firm  exjKMidcd  <75o,ooo 
in  cash  for  barrels  alone  before  they  realized  one  cent  of  profit."  This  pol- 
icy proved  wise  and  remunerative,  and  with  the  exhaustion  of  their  territory 
the  members  of  the  firm  were  ready  to  close  their  partnershi]\  and  the  settle- 
ment of  interests  and  liquidation  were  confided  wholly  to  Dr.  Ihewer. 

Meanwhile,  after  nine  years'  residence  in  Pittsburgh  and  Titusville,  he 
removed  to  Westfield,  and  was  largely  interested  in  banking  and  manufac- 
turing. In  1864  he  organized  the  P'irst  National  P>ank  of  Westfield,  was 
its  president  for  ten  years  and  a  director  for  nearly  thirty  years, — to  the  end 
of  his  life.  In  every  enterprise  promising  advantage  to  his  town  and  neigh- 
borhood he  was  cordially  interested,  and  was  always  among  t)?>e  most  liberal 
contributors  of  money  to  such  undertakings. 

Dr.  Brewer  in  early  life  had  been  an  ardent  Whig  and  anti-slavery  man, 
and  joined  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization,  and  was  an  ardent  and 
loyal  supporter  of  the  Union  cause.  In  1864  '  Governor  P^eiiton  appointed 
him  medical  inspector,  with  the  rank  of  major,  and  he  was  engaged  until  the 
close  of  the  war  on  duty  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  and  in  the  hospitals 
of  Annapolis  and  Washington.    In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  New  York 
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Assembly  and  reelected  the  following  year.  He  was  an  ardent  admirer 
and  supporter  of  (reneral  U.  S.  Grant  and  a  delegate  to  the  National  Repub- 
lican convention  in  Philadelphia  in  1S72,  which  nominated  Grant  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1874  President  Grant  appointed  Dr.  P>rewer  government 
director  of  the  I'niun  Pacific  railroad,  to  which  position  he  was  reiippointed 
by  President  Ilax  es.  In  iSSi  he  was  a|)pointed  by  Governor  Cornell  one  of 
the  managers  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum  at  IhiOalo,  and  was  reappointed 
by  Governor  Hill.  In  1SS2  Dr.  Ih'ewer  was  elected  to  the  Forty-Ivighth  Con- 
gress as  representative  of  tlie  district  comprising  Chautaucpia  and  Cattarau- 
gus counties.  He  ser\-ed  for  leu  terms  as  the  representative  of  the  town  of 
Westfield  in  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  and  was  for  several  years 
chairman  of  the  board. 

Dr.  I  hewer  was  a  thorough  believer  in  American  institutions,  and 
regarded  enicieiit  local  government  as  their  most  commendable  feature.  He 
never  souglit  preferment  or  office,  but  never  declined  to  serve  his  fellow  citi- 
zens as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  He  was  a  member  of  Summit  Lodge, 
No.  2  Kj,  P\  ^  A.  M.,  and  ga\'e  his  cordial  cooperation  in  all  organizations 
formed  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  town  and  county.  In  his  domestic 
and  social  relations  Dr.  Brewer  was  a  man  of  the  utmost  refinement,  honor, 
courtes)-  and  generosit)',  and  as  a  citizen  was  always  animated  b\'  public 
spirit,  and  read\'  with  assistance  on  any  reasonable  request.  He  was  assidu- 
ous in  his  charities  and  in  his  aid  to  those  struggling  with  misfortune  where- 
ever  foinid,  and  the  affectionate  regard  of  the  entire  connnunity  in  which  he 
})asse(l  the  last  tliirty  years  of  his  life  is  the  best  memorial  he  can  have. 

Dr.  Hrewer  married,  in  1(848,  Susan  Hooper,  daughter  of  Professor  Heman 
Rood,  I).  D.,  of  I  Ian()\-er,  X.  H.,  who  survi\-es  him,  with  three  sons,  I^ben, 
Francis  Ik-attie  and  George  Kmerson.  His  only  daughter,  PVances,  married 
William  C.  P^itcii,  l{sq.,  of  IhilTalo,  in  1875,  and  died  in  1886,  leaving  three 
children. 

Dr.  Prewer  died  of  heart  failure,  due  to  an  attack  of  grip,  July  29,  1892, 
surrounded  by  his  entire  fimily.  His  funeral,  vSaturday,  July  30,  at  the 
Pres])yterian  church  in  Westfield,  was  remarkabl)'  impressi\'e,  not  only  by 
reason  of  the  great  attendance,  but  on  account  of  the  voluntary  closing  of  all 
the  business  houses  in  Westfield  as  a  tribute  of  respect,  and  of  sympathy  with 
the  bereaved  family.  He  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  the  Allegheny 
cemetery,  Pitts])urgh. 

Dr.  P>rewer  retained  up  to  his  death  business  interests  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, principally  at  Erie,  and  was  almost  as  much  identified  with  that  section 
as  with  Chautauqua  county.  The  line  Daily  Times  published  this  estimate 
of  his  character  the  day  after  his  death  : 

Dr.  I^rcwer's  resilience  in  Westfield  was  marked  by  uiatiy  evidences  of  his  hospitality,  benevo- 
lence and  public  spirit,  all  indicative  of  what  might  denominate  him  as  the  foremost  man  of  the 
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place.  His  generosity  atul  public  spirit  were  constantly  a])peale(l  to,  and  not  often  in  vain.  In 
the  lighting  of  the  place  he  was  foremost.  In  furnishing  water  he  was  influential  in  the  suc- 
cessful jilan  which  proved  self  supporting.  He  was  active  in  concentrating  the  railroad  yards 
at  Westiield.  l*'or  numy  years  he  was  the  leading  stockholder  of  the  I  >ie  Dispatch  Conqjany, 
and  for  a  while  its  president.  He  was  a  typical  American  :  learned,  energetic  and  successful. 
A  review  of  his  career  reveals  a  foresight  and  resolute  force  of  character  w  hich  seem  now  con- 
spicuous. He  penetrated  the  forests  of  the  Oil  Creek  Valley,  undergoing  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
lumber  business.  His  enterprise  was  munificently  rewarde<l,  A  handsome  fortune  and  the 
res])ect  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  were  the  rewards  of  a  life  in  which  his  enterprise  and  far- 
sightedness were  as  marked  as  his  energy  was  noticeable  and  untiring.  I'or  some  years  he  had 
been  subject  to  physical  infirmity  to  which  his  fine  constitution  finally  succumbed.  Dr.  Hrewer, 
though  belonging  tea  long-lived  race,  die<l  before  he  reached  the  close  of  his  seventy-second  year. 
Though  seemingly  not  yet  old  in  years,  he  goes  to  his  grave  loaded  w  ith  honors  and  embalmed 
ill  the  memory  and  regards  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 


RIPLEY. 

Bv  Miriam  A.  Dickson-. 

CHAPTER  LVI. 

RIPLEY  was  foniied  in  1817  and  named  in  lionor  of  Gen.  PI  W.  Ripley. 
I  sliall  touch  upon  Ripley  in  the  past  and  in  the  present,  referring  to 
the  older  settlers  and  indicate  the  progress  of  the  town,  and  speak  of 
it  as  it  exists  since  the  last  change  in  the  eastern  boundary  line  in  1S29.  A 
large  tract  (4,074  acres)  was  ])urchased  or  contracted  for  by  James  McMahaii 
in  iSoi  (see  page  161),  and  the  settlers  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  bought 
from  him.  When  the  village  was  first  called  Ouincy  we  cannot  learn,  but 
it  was  so  known  mitil  al)out  30  years  ago.  The  liuffalo  and  ICrie  road,  often 
called  the  ICllicott  "  road,  and  now  the  "  main  road,  was  surveyed  in  1804. 
The  lake  and  sidehill  roads  running  parallel  with  the  main  road  were  not 
laid  out  until  later.  The  principal  grape  growers  reside  upon  the  main,  lake 
and  sidehill  roads.  Many  of  the  larger  farms  have  been  divided  to  suit  pur- 
chasers where  they  desired  them  for  grape  lands.  P^specially  is  this  true 
along  the  lake  shore  road,  which  is  considered  more  favora])le  for  grapes. 

In  1803  ^'^ohert  Dunlap,  of  Otsego  county,  contracted  for  lands  on  the 
McMahan  tract.  He  subsequently  went  to  Louisiana.  In  1S04  William 
Alexander,  from  Ireland,  bought  over  500  acres  of  this  tract.  He  planted 
the  first  orchard,  which  was  considered  for  many  years  the  best  in  the  county. 
A  stone  "tomb  table,"  marking  the  last  resting  place  of  his  brother,  Camp- 
bell Alexander,  a  lieutenant  in  the  war  of  181 2,  may  still  be  seen  upon 
the  farm  which  he  sold  to  David  Royce.     Mr.  Alexander  was  one  of 
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the  first  associate  judges  of  the  county.  Alexander  Cochran,  of  the  north 
of  Ireland, was  the  first  settler  in  the  west  part  in  1804.  Josiah  Farnsworth  came 
in  1806,  and  settled  near  Ripley  village.  He  also  purchased  lands  on  the 
McMahan  tract.  Mr.  Cochran  was  the  first  settler  who  paid  for  his  land  at 
the  time  of  purchase.  During  the  first  few  years  the  ofhce  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company  was  at  Batavia  where  purchasers  were  obliged  to  make  payments, 
and  the  journey  was  not  always  unattended  with  danger.  Mr.  Cochran 
chose  to  travel  on  his  way  as  a  ^'moneyless  man,"  calling  upon  the  settlers 
and  obtaining  food  and  lodging,  and  on  his  return  compensating  those  who 
had  befriended  him. 

William  Crossgrove  in  1805  settled  near  Mr.  Cochran,  on  the  west.* 
Natlian  Wisner  purcliased  lot  No.  13,  and  sold  130  acres  to  John  B.  Dins- 
more.  The  greater  part  of  the  village  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  main 
road,  was  purchased  of  Mr.  Wisner.  On  the  north  side  the  land  was  first 
owned  by  Josiali  Farnsworth  and  Jonathan  Parsons.  Perry  (t,  Ellsworth, 
Asa,  William  and  Andrew  vSpear  and  others  soon  arrived.  It  was  often 
related  that  ICllsworth,  P\irnsworth  and  Asa  Spear  were  obliged  to  nuike  a  jour- 
ney to  I>ata\'ia,  and  that  but  one  pair  of  boots  in  a  condition  to  be  worn  from 
home  could  l)e  obtained,  as  leather  was  scarce  and  high.  These  belonged  to 
Kllsworth,  who  ]K^rformed  the  journe)' and  returned,  afterward  lending  the 
boots  in  succession  to  Farnswortli  and  vSpear.  In  1808  Charles  b\)rsythe, 
of  Connecticut,  settled  on  tlie  McMahan  tract,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  iS6().  Me  early  established  sawmills,  and,  after  orchards  became 
])r()ductive,  r.ianufactured  cider  and  cider  brandy.  His  was  the  first  brick 
dwelling  house  in  Ripley.  The  land  is  owned  by  the  heirs  of  his  son.  In 
1809,  Hasil  liurgess  from  Mar\  land,  bought  lands  which  he  sold  the  same 
year  to  Robert  Dickson  from  Cherry  Valley,  (a  relative  of  Robert  Dunlap), 
and  Moses  Adams  from  Dutchess  comity.  Air.  Burgess  settled  on  the  land 
adjoining,  on  the  Lake  road,  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Henry  Burgess. 
Jonathan  Adams  settled  near  him,  where  his  great-grandson  now  resides. 
Oliver  Loomis  settled  on  land  which  he  soon  sold  to  Thomas  Prendergast, 
and  bought  of  Perry  G.  Ellsworth  west  of  Quincy.  These  lands  included 
farms  afterwards  deeded  to  his  sons  Harry  and  Walter  Loomis.  Silas  Baird, 
in  1809,  settled  on  the  western  part  of  the  McMahan  tract ;  sold  the  next  year 
to  John  Dickson,  who  was  killed  in  181 1  by  the  fall  of  a  tree.  The  farm 
was  sold  in  181 4  to  Burban  Brockway,  from  Ontario  county.  His  lands  are 
now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  B.  Brockway.  Mr.  Baird  afterward 
bought  near  the  village, 

P'arley  P^uller,  Oliver  Hitchcock  and  Asahel  Peck  were  early  settlers,  and, 

*Mr.  Crosi^rove  niarrieil  Rachel  Cochrane.  Their  sons  were  Samuel,  Thomas,  Alexantler,  James,  William, 
Hugh,  and  Jolin.  James  Crossgrove  had  four  daughters.  Rachel,  Jane,  Kliza  and  Mary.  Racliel  married  Wil- 
liam Crosgrove  and  resides  in  Jamestown.  Their  sons  are  Walter  S.,  foreman  in  the  Jamestown  Bedstead 
Company's  works,  and  Fred  O.    (See  Jamestown  Desk  Company.) 
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with  Silas  Baird,  Basil  Burgess  and  Andrew  Spear,  were  the  pioneers  of 
iMcthodisni  in  Ripley.  Robert  and  I lu^h  Cochran,  brothers  of  Alexander, 
settled  on  the  Main  and  Lake  roads,  near  the  Westfield  line,  on  lands  now  in 
possession  of  their  descendants.  John  Post  bought  the  farm  at  East  Ripley 
where  Hugh  Thompson  now  resides.  Mr,  Post  built  the  house  where  he  kept 
a  tavern,  and  which  was  afterwards  owned  by  Mrs.  Averill  wlio  ke])t  a  tavern 
for  many  years.  ^Ir.  Post  built  the  first  tanuer\-  in  the  town  which  was 
soon  abandoned.  Samuel  and  David  Dickson  built  a  distillery  near  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Post.  Corn  and  rye  were  abundant  and  cheap  ;  whiskey  25 
cents,  never  more  than  two  shillings,  six  jKUce  ])er  gallon,  yet  the  manu- 
facturers, in  a  pecuniary  sense,  were  not  losers.  ( rideon  ( ioodrieh,  from  Sara- 
toga county,  was  an  early  settler  on  the  lake  road.  His  son^,  Anson  and 
George,  bought  on  the  main  road  near  the  village,  built  a  tannery  and  were 
also  engaged  in  shoemaking.  They  \)a'K\  the  men  who  cleared  their  lands 
largely  in  leather  and  work.  Anson  Cxoodrich  married  vSu-an.  Diusmore. 
Oliver  Stetson  and  I^lijah  Hayden  settled  near  the  state  line.  vSletson  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  ])attle  of  Black  Rock, 
taken  to  Montreal,  l)Ut  was  soon  exchanged.  Orren  Willis  bought  of  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company,  the  farm  which  he  afterward  sold  to  his  brother,  Anson, 
who  was  for  several  years  a  manufacturer  of  horn  combs.  Henry  P'airchild, 
subsequent  to  1820,  was  for  many  years  an  extensive  land  owner  in  Ripley. 

Caleb  O.  Daughaday  from  I\Liryland  settled  at  first  in  Pennsylvania  at 
the  gulf,''  and  bought  the  mills  known  as  the  Franklin  Mills.  I^ater  he 
removed  to  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  Wm.  Crossgrove.  In  1836  he  removed 
to  the  village,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  January,  1872,  and  where 
his  widow,  a  grand-niece  of  the  Ellicott  brothers,  resides,  aged  87.  He  was  an 
associate  judge  of  the  court  of  common  -pleas.  \Vc  extractfrom  Colonel  P>ab- 
cock's  tribute  to  him  : 

"  The  poorer  class  of  llie  connnunily  will  most  sonsi1)ly  feel  his  h>^<.  His  niiud,  thouj^h 
strong  aiul  vigorous,  was  deeply  iiiibued  with  sympathy  ;  he  would  condole  with  the 
afflicted,  and  impart  comfort  by  kind  and  tender  conversation.  Ilis  charities,  tliough  numer- 
ous and  varied,  were  imjiromptu  ;  he  acted  (piietly,  but  without  ostentation.  Naturally  of 
an  impulsive  temj^erament,  he  never  for  a  moment  he-italed  to  hate  h>  p(»cricy,  openly 
denounce  and  heartily  despise  a  mean  act,  no  matter  whence  it  emanated  or  by  whom 
committe<l.  lie  was  <juick.  to  repel  an  inteutled  injury  or  personal  insult,  and  ecjually  }>rompl 
to  forgive  and  forget  when  kindl}' a])proached.  I le  was  devoted  to  hi'-  family  an<i  left  them  a 
rich  legacy — a  good  name." 

In  June,  1817,  the  first  wagon  track  was  made  o\-er  the  hills  toward  the 
south  part  of  the  town  by  Israel  Palmer,  of  \'ermont,  who  had  purchased 
land  three  miles  south  of  the  main  road.  His  cabin  was  built  of  logs,  with 
a  floor  of  hemlock  bru.sh.  Owing  to  the  failure  of  crops  in  1 816,  remem- 
bered as  the  "year  without  a  summer,"  the  privations  were  severe.  These 
facts  were  related  by  Israel  Palmer,  Jr.,  then  a  lad  :  ^ 

"  The  nearest  gristmill  was  at  Findley's  Lake.    Tlie  hired  man  and  tlie  lad  started  early  one 
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Friday  moruiii)^,  the  boy  ridinj^  on  horseback  carrying  the  baj^  of  corn,  while  the  man  cnt  tlie  way 
through  the  woods,  and  marked  the  trees.  At  night  they  built  fires,  while  the  wolves  surveyed 
them  from  a  distance.  When  they  reached  the  mill  Saturday  morning  they  Avere  told  that  the 
grist  wouM  not  be  ready  until  late  at  night.  On  Sunday  morning  they  were  refuse«l  the  grist, 
the  miller  fearing  they  would  go  through  the  woods  "  hollerin'  on  Sunday."  In  vain  they  rep- 
resented the  destitution  of  the  fimily  at  home,  whose  fare  was  only  potatoes  and  buttermilk. 
The  miller  was  inexorable  and  they  were  compelled  to  wait  until  Monday  morning.  They 
reached  home  late  at  night,  and  found  the  fiimily  seriously  alarmeil,  fearing  they  had  been 
killed  by  wolves." 

Wiseman  C.  Xicliols,  tlicii  a  lad  of  i6,  says:  ''There  was  quite  a  snow- 
storm ill  July,  1816,  and  snow  or  ice  every  month  in  the  year,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence a  scarcity  of  ]:)read  in  18 17.  We  went  without  bread  for  three 
weeks.  Captain  vShipljoy  went 'to  Ivrie,  nearly  30  miles,  on  horse]:)ack,  and 
})urchased  i  bushels  of  corn  for  which  he  paid  S5,  got  it  ground  and  gave 
it  to  his  neighbors.  .My  father's  family  being  large  received  two  (juarts  of 
the  meal."  • 

Sawmills  were  ])uiU  about  i S 1 7,  on  the  east  branch  of  the  Twenty-mile 
creek,  and  elsewhere  where  gc^od  water  power  could  be  olHained.  The  first 
steam  sawmill  was  built  in  1S27  by  ( /eorge  Mason  and  (Jrson  Kingsle\',  and 
after  se\-eral  years  others  weie  built.  II.  Rater  has  a  sawmill  in  the  south 
part  of  town  ;  ]5rockwa\'  *S:  Miller  at  the  village,  and  Joseph  Miller  south  of 
the  state  line  in  the  west  part.  Several  gristmills  have  been  built.  In  1875 
G.  M.  Daughaday  purchased  the  feed  mill  of  John  Ikiker,  and  the  tannery 
built  by  I).  C.  Tracy  in  1S60,  and  after  remodelling  it  established  the  Model 
IMills.*'  These  mills  are  still  running  and  are  owned  by  CtCO.  W.  Hitchcock. 
As  soon  as  practicable  the  log  cabins  gave  way  to  framed  houses,  built  with 
large  chinniews,  and  fire-places  with  brick  ovens  attaclied,  and  gre.'it  (pianti- 
ties  of  brick  were  required.  vSilas  Jkiird,  John  Akers  and  Henr)'  Pairchild, 
formed  a  company  to  manufacture  brick,  made  on  the  farm  of  Silas  Baird. 
This  C()mpan\-  furnished  brick  for  man\-  houses. 

The  larger  houses  were  often  two  stories  high,  built  with  the  side  toward 
the  street,  and  with  a  large  hall  (.'xteiiding  tlu'  width  of  the  buildiug.  On 
each  side  of  the  entrance  were  dt>ors  opening  into  large  scjuare  I'ooms,  'I'he 
kitchen  and  large  woodshed  of  i  ' stories  adjoined  the  main  building,  the 
kitclien  ha\  ing  a  large  fire-place  and  own.  Alexander  Cochran  had  just 
completetl  a  house  when,  by  a  change  in  the  location  of  the  road,  the  kitchen 
and  buildings  back  of  it  were  made  to  face  tlie  street.  This  change,  though 
not  satisfactory,  ])roved  U)  be  the  final  one  in  the  lUiffalo  and  Erie  road. 
Ash  fioors  which  ;uhnitted  of  a  high  polish  were  at  first  considered  indispen- 
sable (this  same  poilsii  re([uiring'a  vast  amount  of  "elbow  grease'*)  but  in  a 
few  years  tlie  floor  of  the  be>t  rooms  were  covered  with  yarn  carpets.  These 
were  s|vin,  dyed.,  and  oUeii  wo\  en  at  home.  Man\'  were  of  a  pattern  that 
appt-ai.s  to  ha\'e  belonged  exelu>i\-ely  to  Riple\-,  which,  though  brilliant,  had 
the  colors  so  niceh'  shaded  and  so  liarmoniously  arranged,  that  we  do  not 
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wonder  they  were  considered  by  the  owners  ''marvels  of  beauty/'  Flannels 
of  domestic  manufacture  were  indispensable  to  the  winter  wardrobes,  and  the 
plaids  and  stripes  nu^nufactured  for  dresses  of  the  women  were  often  very 
pretty.  After  the  establishment  of  woolen  mills  these  were  sent  to  the  fac- 
tory to  ])e  pressed.  Some  of  tliese  goods  would  compare  favorably  with  the 
dress  ,<;oods  of  the  present. 

The  hrst  woolen  mills  in  Ripley  were  built  at  CraiL^e's  i^ulf  by  Kinney  <S: 
Manninj;-.  They  were  afterwards  purchased  by  liezekiah  Mas»)n,  father  of 
Addison  Mason,  who  continued  to  make  woolen  ^oods  for  several  years. 
There  are  now  no  woolen  factories  in  Ripley.  The  F'alvay  Ihothers  have  a 
grape  basket  factory  at  Ripley  Crossing,  \V.  Rickenl)rode  has  one  at  the  vil- 
lage, where  he  has  a  sawmill  and  saws  his  own  lumber,  and  ]\.  DvMy  at 
vS^.ate  Line.  These  ficlories  afiord  em])lo\  inent  for  a  large  ninnl)er  of  per- 
sons. Many  of  our  young  girls  are  experts  in  the  art  of  basket  uiaking. 
The  south  part,  or  "  uj^lands of  the  town,  is  well  adapted  to  dairying  i)ur- 
poses,  as  the  several  creameries  there  give  evidence.  The  Sheldon's  Corners 
creamery  is  near  tlie  southeast  corner  of  the  town,  the  Empire  creamer\-  nearer 
the  center,  on  the  farm  of  C.  Honiewood,  the  Cold  vSpring  creamery  on  the 
land  of  H.  V.  Stone,,  and  the  Star  creamery  at  Carris'  Corners.  The  first 
creamery  was  built  at  Ripley  in  1S74,  near  the  village,  by  l\  Dingley  and 
others  from  Stockton. 

The  first  tavern  was  kept  at  State  Line  in  1805  by  vSamuel  Truesdale. 
Later,  his  brother,  James,  built  the  tavern  known  as  the.  State  Line  House. 
The  house  stood  in  Pennsylvania  but  the  outbuildings  in  New  York.  The 
building  was  eventually  torn  down  and  a  small  house  of  worship  built  by 
the  \Vesleyan  Methodists.  This  denomination  held  a  brief  existence,  and 
the  building  is  now  occupied  as  a  store  by  Isaac  Wolf.  Inns  were  kept  at 
an  early  day  by  Perry  G.  Ellsworth  and  Oliver  Locjinis  ;  at  Ouincy  by  ]{lihu 
Murray  and  by  Asa  vSpear,  who  built  where  the  Presbyterian  church  stands  ; 
the  house  was  at  first  Tised  as  a  store,  afterwards  as  a  tavern  by  Mr.  Spear 
and  others  until  TS53,  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  Second  Presbyterian 
church,  removed,  and  now  is  part  of  the  Union  Hotel.  Henr\'  P'airchild  built 
a  tavern  a  short  distance  east,  which  he  sold  to  Plenry  Shaver,  vSr.  After 
nearly  50  years,  during  which  it  had  been  us^-d  as  a  hotel,  or  occupied  by 
private  families,  it  was  purchased  by  Daniel  Ihyant,  who  has  since  erected  a 
dwelling  upon  the  site.  David  Royce  (near  Ri])ley  Crossing)  and  John  Post 
were  early  tavern  keepers  at  East  Rii)ley.  At  the  present  the  hotels  are  the 
"  L^nion  House,''  by  I).  Furman,  "  Ripley  House,"  by  A.  IC.  SatTord,  and 
"  State  Line  House,"  by  M.  McFarland. 

The  State  Line  village  is  built  mostly  ui>on  lands  owned  by  the  early 
settlers  Hugh  Whitehill,  Noah  P.  liayden  and  Win.  McHride.  The  fir.st 
store  was  kept  at  State  Line  by  parties  from  liuffalo.    The  fir>t  at  Ouincy 
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by  Rn4M)ole  cS:  Kecler,  who  built  the  first  ashery  in  tlie  town.  Others  were 
built  soon  after.  Potash  was  sliipped  from  Barcelona  to  IhifTalo,  thence  to 
Montreal,  wliere  it  comnianckd  a  hio;h  price.  Fanners  manufactured  black 
salts,  to  procure  money  to  pay  taxes.  In  1842  an  ashery  with  a  pearling 
oven  was  built  by  Ik-il  (!s:  Dickson  (merchants).  This  was  discontinued  after 
a  few  \  ears. 

The  ])resent  merchants  are  J.  \V.  ^Morris  «^  Hildred,  Fred  N.  Randall, 
and  Stanton  ^:  Baxter.  Mr.  Randall  is  also  largely  interested  in  the  grape 
culture.  Tlie  grocers  are  H.  C.  Porter,  \V.  H.  IJdy  and  D.  O.  Sherman. 
The  first  hardware  store  was  opened  b\'  Abiatha  Edwards  in  1854.  He  was 
succeeded  b\'  Scott,  Baker  «S:  Graham.,  Adams  Brothers,  George  ]Morse  and 
others.  There  are  now  two  luirdware  stores,  \Vm.  B.  Perry  vS:  vSon  in  the 
■\Ia.Non  block,  and  I'euuett  ^S:  vSon.  L,  Bennett  is  also  engaged  in  the 
real  CNtate  1)U.sine^s. 

TlK'<»pera  house  block  was  ])uilt  in  iSSi  ])y  A,  Palmer  and  Nelson  Ran- 
•dall.  'i'lie  lar;jer  part,  contaiuiug  two  stoies  .and  the  o])eia  house,  are  owned 
by  F.  X.  Randall  aud  H.  C.  IV.rter.  The  SalTord  block  was  built  in  1868 
by  Perr)'  Tillinghast.  The-u]^])er  story  was  used  for  a  town  hall,  and  the 
lower  n>oms  for  stores  by  Jo>,epli  liell  and  later  by  N.J.  Horlon  and  (jtliers. 
Dr.  IC.  Gt.  Simons  purchased  the  l)lock  and  added  a  third  story.  The  first 
stor\-  is  occu]»ied  b\-  A.  B.  Hawkins  and  A.  PI  Safford  druggists.  A  hotel  is 
kept  in  the  upper  stories.  The  •Mason  block  was  built  by  N.  Randall,  and 
is  now  owned  b)-  Clarence  Ma>on.  The  Fimers'  block,  built  in  1893,  is  east 
of  Mason's  block. 

The  secret  .societies  are,  the  A  ncient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  instituted 
Jane  10,  1873;  the  Knights  of  Plonor;  Ivquitable  Aid  Union;  the  Ro>\al 
Arcanum  ;  tlie  Tent  of  the  Kni,L;hts  of  the  Maccabees,  instituted  in  No\-ember, 
i8(}3  ;  and  a  Hi ve  of  the  Ladies  t)f  the  Maccabees  founded  December  13,  1N93. 

v*^^;ii' i!.s. — Tile  li!>t  framed  scIk'dI  house  was  built  in  Ripley  village  in 
1^17,  and  is  u  fei  ved  to  by  the  oldei"  iuliabilants  as  the  *' sclioolln  »use  on  the 
conur."  In  iSiS.i  fiaiiied  house  wa.->  built  at  ICast  Kipley,  also  one  in  the 
district  we^t  of  tlie  vilkiL^e.  .  Among  the  teachers  then  considered  well-educated 
Were  Natiian  Day,  Seymour  .\dam>,  Catharine  Dinsmore,  Harriet  Osborne 
an<l  Miss  Cas-id\-.  After  >e\  erai  years  a  larger  house  of  brick  was  built  nearer 
the  cential  pai  t  of  tlie  \-illage.  aud  in  1 85S,  a  large  two-story  school!iou>e  was 
erectc'l  ea^t  of  the  Pro! )yterian  church.  The  lower  rooms  were  occupied  1)y 
the  di^ti  iet  schools,  ai;d  the  upi-er  stor>-  exclusi\-ely  by  the  Ouinc\'  High 
Sciioo:."  I'rof.  Alansoii  Wclge  was  the  first  principal.  The  Rij)ley  Union 
vSciK'ol  wa.s  e-^tvd)lished  later,  and  in  i8s8  a  hirge  l>rick  building  was  erected 
on  Lake  street.  In  tlie  district  west  of  the  village  and  at  ICast  Ripley  new 
brick  buildini^s  ha\  e  taken  tiie  place  of  the  old  wood  structures,  and  there 
are  few  districts  that  do  not  posses.-.  C(>mfortable  school  buildings. 
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The  linptist  Chttrch. — Rev.  Sanincl  Wisncr  is  said  to  have  preached  the 
first  sermon  at  the  house  of  his  brotlier  Xatliaii  in  1806.  Ikiptist  mission- 
aries preached  in  this  vicinity  for  many  years.  A  society  was  formed  in 
1S25,  ^'^'^^  later  a  house  of  worsliip  was  erected  west  of  tlie  vil]a<;^e.  Some  of 
the  wealthier  inhabitants  were  Baptists,  but  many  removed  to  other  places, 
and  the  society  was  reori^anized  at  \Vattlesbur<^,  and  a  house  of  worship 
built.  This  liouse  is  now  occupied  by  the  Methodists.  In  1891  the  society 
was  a!::^ain  reorganized  in  Ripley  villa.^e  as  the  l^rst  P>aptist  Church  and 
Societ\-  of  Ripley,"  Rev.  (t.  \Voodbur\-,  pastor.  A  parsonaj^e  was  purchased 
and  a  handsome  church  edifice  of  brick  was  comj>leted,  dedicated  in  June, 
1893.  The  church  is  in  a  i>rosper<)Us  condition,  with  a  lai^e  nu-nd)Lrship. 
Ke\'.  M.  r».  Comfort  is  tlie  j.rescnt  ])asi(»r. 

77/('  A/(-(/i<u/isf  C/zuir/i, — Tlie  first  Methodist  cla^s  was  formed  in  iSii. 
Amoni;-  the  members  were  b'arky  iMiller,  I);i>il  Ihir^ess,  Andrew  vSpear,  their 
wi\-es  and  others.  Meetini;s  were  held  usuall)-  at  llie  house  of  b'arle)  iMiller 
at  ICast  Riple}-,  at  .Vndrew  vSpear's  in  the  village,  and  afterward  at  the  school- 
houses,  and  later  the  Methodists  worshi])pe(l  in  the  first  house  built  b)-  the 
Baptists.  In  Januar\-,  1S42,  a  church  building;  was  dedicated.  Tliis  was 
used  for  church  purposes  over  30  years.  In  1873  a  lar«;e  brick  edifice  was 
erected  a  few  rods  east  of  the  first,  dedicated  in  1874,  by  Rev.  I>enoui  Ives 
of  Auburn.  A  new  ]xarsona<;e  was  built  in  1891.  The  meetin,i;diouse  at 
-State  Line  stands  in  Penns\-lvania,  but  is  connected  with  the  Rij^ley  circuit. 
A  church  buildinj;  has  been  erected  at  vSouth  Ri]>ley  within  a  few  years. 

T/ic  First  Presbyterian  Chureli  of  Ripley'"  was  formed  in  1818  at  ICast 
Ripley.  The  meetin.i^s  were  held  in  the  schoohouse.  The  first  pastor  was 
Rev.  (riles  Doolittle,  who  preached  alternalely  at  Ri])ley  and  North  ICast  for 
.several  years.  A  church  buildini;  was  commenced  in  i8.?8,  l)ut  when  near 
comi)letion  was  struck  by  lij^htnin;;-  and  l)urned.  Another  buildini;-  was 
erected  in  1829.  The  pastors  who  succeeded  Mr.  Doolittle  were  J.  ]{.  Pres- 
ton, Mr.  Cfillett,  ]\Ir.  Harris,  and  in  1839  Rev.  vSamtiel  (r.  ( )rton  assumed  his 
pastorate  which  continued  until  the  di\'ision  of  the  society  in  1853.  A  sec- 
ond society  was  then  organized,  the  "  Second  Presl)yterian  Church  and 
Society  of  Ripley."  A  brick  edifice  was  built  in  1853  at  the  villa<;e  which 
was  dedicated  in  ^fay  1854  l)y  Rev.  Reuben  Tinker  of  Westfield.  ?^Ieetings 
were  held  in  these  two  places  of  worship  until  1871,  wlien  the  churches  were 
reunited  under  the  name  of  the  ''First  Presl)yterian  Church  and  Society  of 
Ripley."  '  The  old  buildin:^;- at  ICast  Rij^le)-  was  sold  in  1881  and  removed, 
and  the  cemetery  extended  on  the  north  to  the  main  road. 

An  Universalist  society  was  or<^anized  in  1872  with  Rev.  I.  Cieor<;e  pas- 
tor. He  was  succeeded  ])y  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Laurie.  Tlie  meetini^^s  were  in  the 
town  hall.    The  society  still  exists,  but  with  no  re;^ular  jMvacher. 

Cemeteries. — One  acre  of  j4:round  was  donated  in  1815  by  Rt)l)ert  J)ickson, 
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for  the  first  cemetery.  Many  of  tlie  head  stones  niarkhig  the  graves  of  the 
old  settlers  were  made  from  stone  from  qnarries  in  North  East  and  Ripley, 
bnt  are  so  defaced  ]>y  the  Iiand  of  time  that  the  inscriptions  are  not  legible. 
In  1S5.S  the  "  Rnral  Cemetery  "  grounds  were  purchased  by  the  cemetery 
association  and  laid  out  in  lots.  Ivxtensive  additions  have  been  made  to  both 
cemeteries,  ruid  each  contains  some  costly  monuments. 

SuPKRX'isoRS. — Amos  Atwater,  1816;  Thomas  Prendergast,  1S17-18,  to 
'25  and  '27  ;  Kbenezer  Ward,  1826;  Moses  Adams,  1828;  Henry  Fairchild, 
1829  to  1832  ;  Orrin  Willis,  i<*^33-34;  Gurdon  H.  Wattles,  1835-36;  Ethan 
Sawin,  1837-38;  Charles  I>.  Brockway,  1839,  '40,  '52,  \s7>  '64,  '68  and  77. 
Hezekiah  Mason,  1841-42;  Moses  A.  Tennant,  1843  to  '45,  '47,  '48,  '53  ; 
Matthew  vS.  .McClintock,  1846;  Stephen  Prendergast,  1849-50;  George  Good- 
rich, 1851  ;  Seidell  Marvin,  1854;  Caleb  O.  Daughaday,  1855  ;  Simeon  Col- 
lins, 1850,  '58  to  '61,  '63;  Henr\-  A.  Prendergast,  1862;  Addison  Mason, 
1869,  '72  ;  Lucius  Ct.  Hamilton,  1870-71;  Erbin  C.  Wattles,  1873-74-75-76; 
Nathan  J,  Ilnrton,  1878;  L>inau  Pennett,  1879-80;  Jolni  A.  Tennant,  1881- 
82;  Fred  P.  Prockway,  1883;  William  L.  Stanton,  1884-85-86-87-88;  Fred 
P.  Prock\va\-,  1889:  Lyman  P(;nnett,  1890-91;  P^red  N.  Randall,  1892-93; 
Charles  P.  lirockwax',  1894. 


•  SHERIDAN. 

Bv  Gi;o.  K.  McT.AURV. 

CHAPTER  LVH. 

THTC  first  evidence  of  a  coming  generation  in  v^heridan,  was  the  opening 
of  a  wagon  road  from  Piuffalo  to  Chautauqua  creek  by  General  Paine 
in  1802,  This  road  passed  through  Sheridan  on  a  well-defined  gravel 
ridge,  following  almost  the  same  route  of  the  present  ICrie  or  main  road, 
which  divides  tlie  town  into  two  nearly  equal  parts.  On  either  side  of  this 
iiighwa>-  the  ]>i(>neer  home  builders  made  their  little  clearings,  built  rude 
log-cabins  and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  future  prosperity  and  well  being  of 
their  descendaiits.  v^lieridan  is  finely  situated,  luu'ing  a  front  on  Lake  F^rie 
of  about  seven  miles,  and  a  view  of  the  lake  can  be  had  from  almost  any 
point  in  the  tov/ii.  The  surface  is  nearly  level,  except  in  the  southeast  por- 
tion, which  rises  in  places  about  500  feet  abo\'e  the  lake.  It  is  well  watered 
with  springs  and  small  streams,  and  once  was  heavily  timbered  with  white- 
wood,  basswood,  hemlock,  beech  and  maple  with  some  interior  pine  along 
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the  i^ravel  ridges.  There  were  plain  evidences  of  former  Indian  occu})ation 
at  the  time  of  the  first  settlement  (see  pa^^e  44)  and  some  are  discernible  now. 
On  the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  G.  Gonld,  lot  35,  was  a  fort  in  the  form  of  a 
horseshoe,  and  a  bnryinj^  <;ronnd  from  which  in  IVS75  Hon.  Daniel  Sherman 
exhumed  a  quantity  of  ])ones  and  sent  them  to  the  Smithsonian  Institute  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing;  soi:,ie  li<;ht  on  the  liistory  of  the  mound  builders. 
On  the  farm  of  J.  G.  Button,  lot  67,  was  a  circular  embankment  about  20 
rods  across  with  an  eastern  eloni;ation  to  a  small  creek.  The  main  road 
passes  through  it.  Mr.  liulton  has  a  cjuantity  of  arrow  heads,  stone  axes, 
and  other  implements  evidently  for  skinnin^^  deer  and  dressing  the  skins. 
There  are  other  stones  nicely  dressed  into  sha})e,  but  for  what  use  cannot 
even  be  conjectured. 

In  I S04  the  first  purchases  of  land  were  made  b\-  settlers  in  vSheridan. 
William  Webber  and  Hezadiah  vStebbins  located  on  lot  1 7,  Abner  Holmes  on 
lot  43,  and  Alanson  Holmes  on  lot  53.  In  i«So5  Genirt^i  (xriswold  located  on 
lot  35,  Orsamus  Holmes  on  lot  60,  J(jel  Lee  on  lot  52,  John  Walker  on  lot  67, 
John  Hollister  on  lot  66,  and  Thomas  Stebbins  on  lot  18.  Purchases  con- 
tinued until  in  1830  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  aliout  100  homes  on  which 
were  centered  the  hopes  and  the  affections  of  nearly  1,000  people.  With 
increasin<i;-  enumeration  came  the  necessity  for  places  of  entertainment  for 
travelers.  The  first  ''inn  was  kept  by  Orsamus  Holmes  on  lot  60,  on  the 
Usher  property,  now  owned  by  William  Wollert.  Mr.  Holmes  was  born  in 
Pembroke,  Mass.,  October  11,  1757,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  was 
taken  prisoner,  carried  to  Canada,  escaped  and  succeeded  in  reach in;^  the 
frontier  settlements  of  W'rmont.  In  1804  he  made  a  selection  of  land  in 
Sheridan,  and  in  the  summer  of  1805  his  family  took  possession  of  their  new 
home.  He  was  a  respected  citizen,  postmaster  for  many  years,  and  at  the 
age  of  76  removed  to  Killbuck,  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1835. 

William  Griswold  kept  the  first  tavern  at  the  Center,  where  he  located 
in  1805.  It  was  discontinued  in  1837.  At  what  was  afterward  Robert 
Corners,  one  Pryor  kept  an  inn  as  early  as  181 1  or  181 2.  This  was  burned, 
and,  in  1815,  he  had  a  house  containinj^  onh'  two  small  rooms,  which,  with 
the  farm,  he  traded  to  lienjamin  Roberts  for  the  Ilaskin  larm  on  lot  53. 
Benjamin  Ro1)erts  can)e  from  Madison  county  in  181 1,  settled  on  lot  34, 
afterward  on  the  Haskin  farm  lot  54  north  of  the  main  road,  and  in  1815 
moved  to  the  location  yet  known  by  his  name,  and  i.ito  the  small  building 
])ut  up  by  Pryor.  This  was  added  to  until  it  became  (luite  a  spacious  "  hos- 
telry." It  was  kept  by  him  until  his  death  in  1836,  then  his  son  Abner 
until  1848,  and  by  other  ]>arties  until  1852.  After  his  trade  with  Roberts, 
Pryor  built  another  tavern  011  lot  53  south  of  the  Main  road.  This  he  sold 
to  one  Taylor  and  in  1824  Taylor  sold  to  ICnoch  Haskin,  iNIr.  Haskin  came 
to  Predonia  from  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  county,  in  1818.    He  had  a  fnie  span 
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of  horses  and  was  employed  by  Colonel  Abell  to  plow  for  the  first  time  the 
ground  now  the  Fredonia  park.  In  1S19  he  moved  to  Sheridan  where  John 
Harner  now  li\'es  and  in  1S24  to  the  Taylor  inn.  This  buildin<i^  was  burned 
in  1833,  was  rebuilt  by  him  and  kept  until  1850.  .Mr.  Haskin  also  kept  the 
Orrin;^ton  })ost  ullice  from  1824  ^^^itil  1839.  He  moved  to  Winona,  Minn., 
and  died  in  1866.  The  KensiniL^ton  tavern  was  probably  established  as  early 
as  1 81 2,  as  there  was  a  store  and  postoffice  there  in  181 6.  It  chauL^ed  land- 
lords more  times  than  any  other  tavern  in  town.  It  was  kept  by  Josej^h 
Kdwards,  William  Holbrook,  Asa  Pieree,  vSam  Davis,  Alexander  Williams 
and   Daniel  Lee,  discontinued  a1)0Ut   1850,   and  torn  down  about  1865. 

Huyck's  tavern''  was  first  established  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  ]\Iain  road 
by  one  (loodwin  l)etween  (Sr  :^  and  1820.  Afterward  he  built  north  of  the 
road,  Richard  IIu>ck  came  fiom  vSidue\',  Delaware  countN*,  in  1831,  and 
bouidit  of  Mr.  Cioodwiu  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  in  183  }  the  ta\'er)i 
also.  lie  kept  it  until  iS^i  '^'i^^  (Wl-^I  in  1869.  The  Kensini^'ton  and  IIu\'ck 
taverns  were  one  mile  apart  with  a  line  stretch  of  i;;ra\"el  load  between  them 
often  used  as  a  racecourse,  and  hundreds  have  conj^regated  there  to  enjo)'  the 
races.  John  I.  Hacker  came  from  Herkimer  county,  in  1835,  and  bou<^ht 
Edmund  Mead's  store  buildinj^  in  1837.  This  he  moved  to  the  northeast  corner 
at  the  Center,  and  in  it  kept  tavern  until  the  sta_!L^es  stopped  rimnini^in  1852. 
He  also  kept  store  and  wSheridau  ])0>toflice.  He  died  in  Illinois  in  1877. 
William  h'nsij^n  c;une  from  Delaware  couut\"  in  181 4,  and  commenced  keej)- 
iu!^-  {a\'ern  one  mile  east  of  the  Center  in  1825.  The  house,  which  was  brick, 
was  burned  in  1847  and  rebuilt,  but  the  tavern  was  discontinued.  Kensing- 
ton postoffice,  with  Dr.  Terry  as  |)ostmaster,  was  kept  here  a  few  years.  A 
ta\'ern  was  early  ke})t  in  a  log  house  on  the  hill  in  the  south  part  of  the  town 
by  Nathaniel  Loomis.  It  was  replaced  b\'  a  frame  building  which  is  still 
standing  on  the  farm  of  Robert  Miller.  There  were  at  one  time  in  Sheridan 
seven  |)ul)lic  houses,  and  there  were  times  when  they  were  all  fdled  and 
|>eo]>le  turned  awav.  ,  , 

Hlisha  (rrey  is  said  to  have  kept  the  first  store,  located  east  of  the  Haskin 
stand  Oil  the  main  r(»ad.  Allen  Denny  kept  a  few  groceries  for  sale  where 
William  h'lliott  U-ow  lives.  William  Holbrook  kept  store  at  Kensington  in 
1816.  lulmuud  Mead  kept  the  first  store  at  the  Center.  He  was  born  in 
New  York  cit\  in  1809  and  came  to  vSheridan  in  1830.  His  father,  a  mer- 
chant, sent  on  a  >lock  of  nurchandise  wiiich  'My.  Mead  ])Ut  into  a  store 
built  on  land  owned  by  Israel  C.  Ilohues  on  lot  44,  about  half  a  mile  south 
of  tlie  Center.  (  Mie  year  hiter  he  moved  tlie  building  with  oxen,  grubbing 
tile  stumps  from  tlie  highway  to  give  room,  and  placed  it  on  the  iK^rthwest 
corner  at  the  Center,  near  his  present  residence.  The  building  proved  too 
small,  was  sold  and  is  now  the  residence  of  Rev.  G.  W.  Chesbro.  A  new 
building  succeeded  it  and  w^is  used  by  Mr.  Mead  until   1834,  when  he  sold 
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the  goods  to  Leroy  Farnbam,  who  kept  the  store  until  1836,  when  the  build- 
ing was  sold  to  John  I.  Backer,  moved  to  the  northeast  corner,  and  used  for 
a  tavern,  store  and  postoffice.  It  burned  in  1871  while  occupied  by  Arthur 
Giffbrd,  was  rebuilt  in  1872,  and  is  now  the  store  and  dwelling  of  Mrs.  A. 
H.  Munson.  P.  H.  Shelley  bought  the  old  Presbyterian  church  at  the  Cen- 
ter in  1874,  remodeled  it,  added  a  public  hall,  and  is  still  kce])ing  a  grocery 
and  postoffice.  The  first  marriage  was  Thomas  Barris  to  P>etsey  vStcbbius,  a 
sister  of  Thomas  and  Hezadiah  Stebbins,in  iSo/or  1880.  They  settled  in  Han- 
over where  one  of  their  sons  now  resides.  The  first  death  was  Origcn,  son 
Orsamus  Holmes,  Jan.  i,  1806,  aged  18.  It  is  stated  in  Young's  history  that 
Joel  Lee  built  the  first  frame  house.  The  first  frame  barn,  built  on  the  farm 
of  Otis  luisign  on  lot  65,  is  still  standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
The  last  log  house  used  as  a  dwelling  was  occu])ied  by  Hiram  Fessenden,  Sr. 
on  lot  51  until  his  death  in  1886.    After  his  decease  it  was  torn  down. 

Sheridan  was  formed  in  1827.  Of  its  67  lots  35  were  from  Han- 
over and  32  from  Pomfret.  The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
William  Griswold,  when  Lyscom  Mixer  was  elected  sui>ervisor.  The  first 
postoffice  in  the  town,  the  second  in  the  county,  was  Canadaway,  established 
at  the  tavern  of  Orsamus  Holmes  in  June,  1806,  with  Mr.  Holmes  post- 
master. The  next  was  Hanover,  afterward  Kensington,  established  Decem- 
ber 7,  1816,  William  Holbrook  postmaster.  In  1829  South  Sheridan  post- 
office  was  established  at  the  residence  of  John  H.  Griswold,  postmaster,  where 
Xelson  Merritt  lives.  In  1824  Canadaway  postoffice  was  moved  to  the  Has- 
kin  tavern  and  called  Orrington,  ImiocIi  Haskin  postmaster.  The  chest  in 
which  the  mail  was  kept  is  now  owned  by  l^.  C.  Haskin.  In  1839,  mainly 
through  the  effijrts  of  lulmund  Mead,  Pysq.,  a  postoflice  was  established  at 
the  Center  with  John  I.  Itacker  postmaster,  and  Kensington,  Orrington  and 
South  Sheridan  offices  were  discontinued. 

The  first  religious  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Orsamus  Holmes  in 
1807.  It  was  conducted  by  Rev.  John  Spencer,  who  afterward  settled  where 
William  Elliott  now  lives.  He  died  in  1826  and  is  buried  in  a  little  plot  of 
ground  donated  by  him  to  the  town  for  burial  purposes.  His  epitaph  says  :  "  He 
was  the  first  Gospel  Minister  who  traversed  the  wilderness  then  called  the  Hol- 
land Purchase,  and  was  the  instrument,  under  God,  in  forming  most  of  the 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational  churches  which  existed  in  this  region  when  he 
rested  from  his  labors  in  1826,  aged  68  years.  He  tread  a  useful  but  laborious 
path  to  immortality  in  the  ardent  and  unremitted  exercise  of  doing  good." 

A  frame  for  a  church  was  erected  by  the  Presbyterians  at  the  Center  in 
1828,  never  enclosed,  and  was  soon  torn  down.  Worthy  Allen,  Joel  Spencer, 
Haven  Brigham  and  others  built  a  commodious  house  of  w^orship  at  New- 
elPs  Corners  in  1822.  In  1849  it  was  sold  to  IS^ewell  Usher  for  a  barn.  In 
1832  Jonah  Howe  aud  others  erected  a  church  at  the  Center.    Mr.  Howe  also 
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built  a  pipe  origan  for  tliis  church  aud  tau^^ht  his  daughter  to  play  it.  It 
was  the  only  pipe  oroan  ever  put  up  or  used  in  the  town.  The  church  was 
used  for  a  preacliinn  place  until  about  i.Sjo.  In  1874  it  was  sold  to  P.  H. 
Shelley.  A  Methodist  Episcopal  society  was  formed  at  the  residence  of 
Stephen  Bush  mile  east  of  the  Center  in  i.Soq.  This  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  Methodist  preachinii^  place  and  this  the  first  class  formed  in  the 
county.  This  societ\-  l)uilt  a  church  in  1834.  It  was  remodelled  and  a  bel- 
fry added  in  1S54  and  Mrs.  I£liza  Mead  of  New  Vork  city  presented  the 
society  with  a  fine  church  bell.  A  Baptist  society  was  organized  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town  in  1S4 4.  Martin  Carey,  Hiram  Ranny  and  Ira  Fuller  were 
among  its  first  members.  A  church  was  erected  in  1S45.  Services  were 
continued  somewliat  irregnlarl\'  until  i  S60  or  1861.  Rev.  Levi  Wright,  a 
Wesle\-an  Methodist,  built  a  small  church  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  on 
the  farm  of  P)axter  l)(jdge  about  1855.   It  was  used  as  a  church  abc4it  five  years. 

The  first  school  was  kept  b\'  William  Cxriswold  in  his  house,  in  the  win- 
ter of  1807-8.  There  are  now  10  schoolhouses  in  town  with  a  well- 
attended  school  in  each. 

The  first  tannery  was  built  by  Haven  I>righani  on  Beaver  creek,  where 
I),  r.  Herrick  resides,  in  181 1.  The  next  was  established  where  Beaver 
creek  crosses  the  main  road,  by  Ivioch  Ilaskins  and  Nathaniel  (iray  in  1820. 
It  was  sold  to  IVrry  (lilTord,  who  continued  the  business  and  kept  a  shoe 
shop  until  his  death  in  1850.  William  Doty,  who  came  from  Delaware 
county  in  1815,  built  a  tannery  near  the  Ensign  tavern  in  1831.  The  bark 
was  ground  with  a  circular  stone  8  inches  thick  and  al)Out  7  feet  across. 
This  was  set  on  edge,  with  a  horizontal  shaft  attached  to  a  revolving  center- 
])ost.  A  horse  was  hitched  to  this  shaft  and  the  stone  was  rolled  in  a  circle 
on  the  bark  placed  on  the  lloor.  A  shoe  shop  was  added  to  the  business. 
I>()th  tannery  and  shoe  shop  were  discontinued  in  1847.  The  first  and  only 
gristmill  was  built  b\-  ]Ia\en  Brigham  on  Beas'er  creek  in  181  i,  where  he 
also  built  a  sawmill.  'I'liere  ha\  e  been  at  least  ten  water  and  three  steam  mills 
built  ;  one, the  (  )gden  sawmill  on  main  road, built  by  Orlo  Hart  in  i S2c)remains. 

A  lime  kiln  was  built  about  1845  1)y  (leorge  Robinson  and  Alanson  Denny 
on  Denny's  farm  near  the  beach.  It  had  a  capacity  of  5  cords  of  stone,  400 
bushels  of  lime.  The  stone  was  bn>ught  from  Canada  and  Kelh  's  Island. 
In  1854  (  hlando  Ivlmore  liecame  owner;  it  was  discontinued  in  1864. 

A  ropewalk  14  by  165  feet  was  built  in  1833  by  Thomas  Chapman,  who 
emigrated  from  Jelferson  county  in  1810  and  bought  and  settled  on  lot  15  in 
181 1.  Rope  was  made  innn  flax  and  hemp.  Some  had  been  made  previous 
to  the  erection  of  the  ro])ewalk  by  spinning  in  the  house  and  twisting  out  of 
doors.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  181 2,  and  was  at  the  burn- 
ing of  BulTalo.  He  died  in  1846.  He  had  11  .sons  and  3  daughters;  all 
lived  to  an  adult  age.     His  .son  Marcus  now  lives  in  Pomfret. 
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A  brick  kiln  was  started  early  by  Jonathan  Pattison  and  William  Ension 
on  Pattison's  farm.  The  farniliouses  of  H.  J.  Griswold  and  Mrs.  G.  Hol- 
comb  and  the  Forestville  P>aptist  chnrch  were  bnilt  from  brick  made  liere. 
Mr.  Holmes  operated  a  kiln  on  the  Hats  of  vScott's  creek  where  it  crosses  the 
main  road.    Cheap  pottery,  jnj^s,  crocks,  etc.,  were  also  made. 

The  nunn  thron!L;hfare  between  the  east  and  the  <;reat  west  passini^  throu<;h 
this  town  made  a  lars^e  amonnt  of  l)nsiness  for  sta^^es  and  taverns,  bnt  ni)on  the 
completion  of  the  P»nffalo  and  State*- Line  R.  R.  in  1852,  the  slai^es  ceased  to 
rnn,  the  crack  of  the  driver's  whip  was  heard  no  more,  and  the  taverns  became 
objects  of  interest  only  as  they  bron,i;ht  to  mind  the  toils  and  strn^j^les  of 
the  emigrant  seekin^r  to  Ijctter  his  condition  in  the  com])arati\ely  unknown 
western  territory.  A  tele;^ra])h  line  was  biult  aloni;  the  main  road  in  1S47. 
The  wire  was  composed  of  two  strands  twisted  t(j^ether  similar  to  fence  wire. 
Another  line  was  built  along-  same  road  in  1.S48.  A  lons^  distance  telephone 
was  built  alonj;  the  lake  road  in  1889,  and  in  1892  a  loop  was  built  by  pub- 
lic subscription  to  the  Center.  During'  the  great  oil  excitement  a  number 
who  sold  lands  in  the  oil  regions  came  here  and  invested  largely  in  farming 
lands.  Samuel  A.  Patterson,  from  near  Titusville,  settled  at  the  Center. 
From  his  Pennsylvania  farm  nearly  $1,000,000  worth  of  oil  has  been  taken. 
He  purchased  over  1,000  acres  in  Sheridan  paying  S109, 000. 

Sheridan  although  not  possessing  a  lake  port  has  been  prolific  of  sailors, 
and  they  are  among  our  most  worthy  citizens.  More  than  20  have  been 
masters  of  the  finest  vessels  on  the  lakes.  Probably  the  first  was  Capt.  Zep- 
haniali  Perkins  attached  to  the  lake  marines  in  the  war  of  181 2.  He  was 
captain  of  the  schooner  Kingbird  running  between  Pulfalo  and  Dunkirk  in 
181 5.  In  1831  (ieorgt  Reed  was  master  of  the  schcjoner  P)eaver  when  25. 
In  1836  Almon  Rol)inson  when  26  was  master  of  the  schooner  Luther 
Wright ;  Hiram  ChaiMuan  (30)  was  master  of  the  schooner  Atlantic.  In 
1837  Joseph  P'erry  (30)  was  master  of  the  schooner  Juliette.  In  1842  Joliu 
Reed  (35)  was  master  of  the  schooner  John  (rrant.  In  1844  Reuben  Rork 
(28)  was  master  of  the  schooner  Al])s  ;  in  1844  Theron  Cha])man  (28)  was 
master  of  the  schooner  Aetna.  In  1851  J.  C.  Doty  (31)  was  master  of  the 
schooner  William  Piuckley  running  between  Ihiffalo  and  Coneaut.  In  1840 
David  Fisk  (35)  was  master  of  the  schooner  Henry  Roo]).  In  1859  .\.  W. 
Reed  (24)  was  master  of  the  schooner  Richard  Mott,  (liufialo  and  Chicago). 
In  1861  M.  M.  Drake  (25)  was  master  of  the  proi)eller  (Tcnesee  Chief  (Puffalo 
and  }{rie).  In  1866  Henry  H.  Reed  (26)  was  master  of  the  bark  Levi  Raw- 
son  (Puffalo  and  Chicago)  ;  also  A.  B.  Drake  (26)  was  master  of  the  propeller 
Owego  (liulTalo  and  Toledo).  In  1872  Walter  Robinson  (28)  was  master  of 
the  propeller  Glean  (Buffalo  and  Detroit).  In  1876  B.  F.  Borthwick  (26)  was 
master  of  the  schooner  F.  A.  Georger  (Bufifalo  and  Chicago).  In  1881  Dclos 
Waite  was  master  of  the  steamer  Empire  State  (Buffalo  and  Duluth).  In 
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18S3  Will  Bortlnvick  (28)  was  master  of  the  propeller  Geo.  S.  Hazzard  (Buffalo 
and  Cliicag^o).  In  1887  Alva  Reed  (24)  was  master  of  the  schooner  David 
Dow  (Huffilo  and  Chicago) ;  also  Nelson  Robinson  (34)  was  master  of  the 
steamer  M.  Drake  (Buffalo  and  Chicago).  These  were  the  first  vessels 
sailed  by  these  captains. 

At  the  first  town  meeting,  ]\Iay  8,  1827,  were  elected  :  Supervisor,  Lyscom 
Mixer ;  clerk,  Enoch  Haskins ;  assessors,  Haven  Brigham  ;  Otis  Ensign, 
vSheldon  Stanley  ;  collector,  Rodolphus  Simons;  commissioners  of  highways, 
XathaniVl  Loomis,  William  Ensign,  Jolin  N.  Gregg;  overseers  of  poor,  Otis 
Ensign,  Jonathan  vS.  Pattisun  ;  constables,  Rodolphus  Simons,  Orlow  Hart ; 
commissioners  of  schools,  Benjamin  P)rownell,  Royal  Teft,  Lyscom  Mixer; 
inspectors  of  schools,  h^liliu  Mason,  Nathaniel  Gray,  Samuel  Davis. 

vSi-im;k\-iS(  )KS. — I  S2  7-S-()-3(),  Eysc»)m  Mixer  ;  1831,  Natlianiel  Gray  ;  1832, 
Lyscom  Mixer  ;  1833,  Nicholas  MalK-tt  ;  1834,  Lero\'  b\irn!iani  ;  1835, 
Nathaniel  (rray  ;  1836-7,  Jonathan  vS.  Pattison  ;  1838,  Nathaniel  Gray  ; 
1839-40-1-2,  Willard  W.  Brigliaui  ;  1843,  John  I.  Eacker  ;  1844,  John  N. 
Gregg;  1845-6-7-S-9,  Harry  Hall;  1850-1-2,  Ivlmund  Mead  ;  1853,  John  L 
Ivickcr  ;  185.1,  Ivlmund  Mead';  1855,  Xewton  P.  vSmith  ;  1856,  Edmund 
Mead;  1857,  NewcM  Gould  ;  185S-9,  William  O.  vStroug''  ;  1860-1-2,  John  C. 
Cranstofr  ;  1863-4-5-6-7,  Buel  Tulles;  1868,  Joseph  C.  Doty;  1869-70,  Buel 
Tolles  ;  1 87 1-2,  Joseph  C.  Dot\-  ;  1873,  George  W.  Eacker  ;  1874,  Stewart  T. 
Christy  ;  1875,  Henry  J.  Cranston  ;  1876,  George  W.Cranston  ;  1877-8,  (reorge 
W.  Eacker  ;  J  879,  Asaliel  C.  P>race  ;  1 880-1,  Geo.W\  Eacker  ;  1882,  Asahel  C. 
]>race  ;  1883,  ( xeo.  W.  Cranston  ;  1884,  Harvey  M.  P>ailey  ;  1885-6-7-8-9-90, 
William  R.  Miner;  1891-2-3-4,  ICdgarJ.  Crriswold. 

Just  90  years  have  ekqiscd  since  the  first  settler  laid  his  axe  at  the  roots 
of  the  mighty  monarchs  of  which  the  primcal  foiest  was  composed  to  sub- 
due it.  Now,  instead  of  the  wilderness,  there  are  meadows  and  vine\'ards  ; 
the  log  cabins  have  been  rc-placed  by  ca])acious  ])arns  and  beautiful  mansions. 
Instead  of  the  cumbersome  wagon  and  the  side-saddle,  we  have  fine  carriages 
cushioned  with  broadcloth,  and  10  trains  of  luxurious  steam  cars  stop  at  our 
doors  every  day,  and  in  them  we  nun'  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The 
cranes  and  the  andirons  have  gone  to  the  junk  dealer,  while  the  flaxbrake 
and  the  loom  have  been  reduced  to  ashes.  The  spinningwheel  and  the  reel 
have  been  consigned  to  the  garret  leaving  the  little  fiaxwheel  to  pose  as  a 
curiosity.  The  grain  cradle  and  the  sickle  hang  idle  in  the  barn  loft,  while 
the  once  vigorous  arms  that  wielded  theui  have  mouldered  to  dust.  Little 
do  we  realize  the  toil,  ])rivation  and  suffering  it  cost  those  pioneers  that  we 
might  have  Sheridan  as  it  now  is,  beautiful  for  situation  and  the  joy  of  all 
who  live  within  its  bounds. 

♦Williniu  Orson  Strong,  lK>rn  in  Spcnct-rtown,  Colinnl>ia  county,  Nov.  3,  1809,  came  with  his  father,  Asa 
Stroni;,  in  iM  1,  to  what  was  tlven  part  of  Harmony.  He  died  Jan.  26,  1892.  For  So  j'ears  he  was  a  resident  here 
and  had  endured  the  privations  a!»d  hardships  of  i)ioneer  life  and  early  acfjuired  those  i)rinciples  of  economy, 
strict  itilej;ritv  and  purity  of  character  whicli  followed  him  through  his  long  life,  and  was  loved  and  honored 
for  those  <iualitii  s  wliit.  li  itignily  and  ennoMe  a  man. 
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HANOVER. 

By  Marci's  Sackktt,  Ksq. 

CHAPTER  LVni. 

THIS  town  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  coiinty,  contains  30,402  acres, 
is  well  watered,  having  Lake  Erie  and  Cattarangus  creek  on  its  north- 
ern border,  Silver  creek  and  Walnut  creek  flowint;  through  it  into 
Lake  Erie  with  numerous  smaller  streams.  The  soil  is  mostly  gravelly  loam 
and  is  in  the  grape  belt."  The  land  rises  gradually  as  it  recedes  from  the 
lake.  In  the  south  part  the  hills  must  be  500  or  600  feet  above  the  lake, 
yet  the  rise  is  so  regular  that  from  most  of  tlie  farms  a  view  of  the  lake  is 
had.  From  some  a  broad  fine  view,  from  others  only  glimpses.  This  slope 
is  being  rapidly  covered  with  vineyards.  In  the  northeast  part  is  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  reservation  with  six  Indian  families. 
Walnut  creek  received  its  name  from  large  black  walnut  trees  growing  on 
its  banks.    A  notable  one  grew  near  Silver  creek.    (See  page  37). 

At  the  time  of  the  Holland  Land  Company's  survey  of  Hanover  into  lots, 
it  was  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  There  were  forests  of  great  hem- 
locks, blackwalnut,  whitewood,  elm,  beech,  etc.  Not  fifty  years  ago  it  was 
no  unconnnon  thing  for  boys  and  young  men  while  chestnutting  to  cut  down 
a  large  chestnut  tree  three  or  more  feet  through  for  the  nuts,  or  that  of  any 
other  kind  to  capture  a  coon."  No  one  complained  or  thought  it  waste,  as 
the  owner's  great  desire  was  to  clear  the  land  for  the  plow  as  soon  and  as 
easily  as  possible.  The  few  white  settlers  that  were  here  when  the  survey 
was  made  were  along  Cattaraugus  creek  and  at  Silver  Creek.  Mr.  Ellicott, 
in  his  field  notes  of  the  survey,  mentions  ''Ezekiel  Lane's  shanty  on  lot  48  of 
Cattaraugus  village,  and  Amos  Sottle's  clearing  on  lot  59,  C.  V.  There  was 
also  on  the  Cattaraugus  at  that  time  Charles  Avery,  William  G.  Sidney  and 
John  Sidnor  ;  and  at  Silver  Creek  Abel  Cleveland,  David  Dickinson  and  John 
E.  Howard, 

Sottle  was  probably  the  first  white  settler.  It  is  believed  at  Irving, 
where  he  lived,  that  he  came  into  the  country  in  1796,  remained  there  from 
that  time  except  when  he  was  with  Ellicott  while  the  survey  of  the  town- 
ship lines  were  being  made  and  two  years  spent  in  Ohio  near  Sandusky  ; 
that  he  came  back  to  Cattaraugus  in  1801  or  1802,  with  Sidney  as  he  claimed. 
Just  what  year  he  came  back  is  disputed.    He  was  on  lot  59,  C.  V.  with  a 
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clearing  there  wlieii  the  survey  was  made.  He  and  Lane  both  talked 
Seneca.  He  married  a  colored  woman  at  Buffalo  and  lived  with  her  until 
her  death  about  1844.  His  son  John  died  at  Cattaraugus  and  was  buried  in 
the  graveyard  in  the  sandbank  near  the  lake.  This  was  the  first  cemetery 
in  the  town.  Sottle,  after  he  built  on  lot  61,  C.  V.,  about  1845,  moved 
John's  remains  to  lot  61  near  the  house.  Many  of  the  remains  of  the  other 
early  inhabitants  buried  there  were  moved  to  Hanover  Centre  cemetery  and 
the  railroad  company  has  since  carried  away  the  sand  bank,  cemetery  and 
all.  It  has  bct'U  said  that  Chloe,  Sottle's  wife,  was  a  mulatto,  but  as  I  recol- 
lect her  she  seemed  a  genuine  negress — decidedly  black.  She  was  a  good 
neighbor  and  kind-hearted.  They  had  about  the  only  orchard  in  the  vicin- 
it\'  in  the  early  (la\'s,  and  seldom  a  boy  went  to  Aunt  Chloe"  for  iipj^les  in 
time  of  apples  but  what  lie  got  some,  'j^his  was  no  small  tax  as  apples  were 
scarce  nnd  boys  were  numerous.  All  who  knew  her  gave  her  credit  for 
accumulating  and  .saving  the  property  vSottle  had.  He  was  intemperate. 
vSoltle  was  fairly  well  educated,  somewhat  eccentric,  and  fond  of  using  large 
words.  One  of  his  neighl^ors  had  a  small  yard  near  vSottle's  house  where  he 
had  )  arded  sheep,  but  he  plowed  it  and  planted  corn.  The  ground  being 
rich  the  corn  grew  large.  Sottle  was  passing  one  day  when  the  neighbor 
asked  if  he  did  not  think  it  was  a  good  field  of  corn.  Sottle  said  yes,  there 
was  only  one  objection  to  it,  that  was  the  circumference."  He  died  in  1848 
at  Irving. 

These  were  evidently  the  earliest  settlers.  Kzekiel  Lane  appears  to  have 
been  a  roving  man.  We  first  hear  of  him  at  Buffalo  in  October  1798.  (See 
Turners  Hist.  Hoi.  Purchase  page  41S,  where  Mr.  James  Brisbane  sa)'s 
There  were  then  at  Buffalo  the  loghouse  of  IVIiddaiigh  and  Lane.")  Lane 
was  son-in-law  of  Middaugli.  In  iSoo  IC/ekiel  Lane  was  one  of  the  three 
who  paid  taxes  at  Buffalo  (Id.  page  391),  then,  in  1803,  he  took  up  lands  at 
Tonawanda  [U\.  page  453),  yet  when  Cattaraugus  village  was  surveyed  he 
lived  on  what  became  lot  48  C.  V.  I  can  get  no  exact  date  of  his  settle- 
ment. In  my  boyhood  I  knew  Lane  well.  He  was  frequently  at  my  father's 
house,  spending  days  and  weeks  there.  He  was  alone,  his  wife  having  died 
before  1830.  She  was  buried  on  lot  48,  C.  V.,  where  the  Cattaraugus  now 
runs.  He  made  his  home  in  a  small  house  belonging  to  Sottle,  built  for  a 
cheese  house.  Lane  was  very  old  then  (from  1837  to  1845)  and  was  fond  of 
talking  of  his  early  life  and  journeys.  My  brothers  and  I  liked  to  hear  him 
talk.  He  told  of  coming  from  Canada  with  the  Indians,  crossing  the  Niag- 
ara just  below  the  falls,  getting  down  the  bank  on  the  other  side  by  help  of 
the  bushes  and  projecting  rocks,  crossing  the  river  in  canoes,  and  climbing 
on  this  side  by  pulling  themselves  up  by  the  bushes.  ,  They  followed  the 
river  to  Lake  I-^rie  to  Buffalo  when  there  was  not  a  house  in  New  York  west 
of  Rochester.    They  came  along  the  lake  near  the  shore  in  canoes,  and  he 
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crossed  overland  with  them  through  the  woods  to  the  Conewanoo  and  went 
down  tlic  Allegany  to  Pittsburgh,  He  talked  vSeneca  apparently  as  well  as 
the  Indians.  He  was  familiar  with  this  whole  county  and  the  adjoining 
country  before  other  whites  came.  Chautauqua  lake,  Cassadaga,  and  the 
Conewango  country  he  often  spoke  of  as  being  the  best  hunting  and  trapping 
sections.  He  married  a  **  Mohawk  Dutch  "  woman,  and,  as  he  used  to  say, 
she  was  "short,  stubbed  and  stout.''  He  was  tall  and  ra\i^boned.  She  just 
came  under  his  arm.  He  boasted  of  her  strength  and  said  she  could  stand 
with  both  feet  in  a  half-bushel  measure  and  shoulder  two  bushels  of  wheat 
without  taking  her  feet  out.  He  remained  at  Irving  until  about  He 
built  the  house  on  lot  ,);,  C.  \*.,  known  as  the  rionmy  House.  It  was 
**  raised"  the  day  of  the  total  eclipse,  June  16,  1816. 

The  Cattaraugus  settlement  was  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and 
was  known  as  Cattaraugus,  and  the  harbor  made  there  by  the  government 
was  called  "  Cattaraugus  harbor."  Vet  the  first  postoffice  there  was  called 
"  Acasto."  It  must  have  kept  this  name  until  the  formation  of  the  Irving 
Company  in  The  first  map  of  what  was  afterward  "  Irving  village 

jplot  "  was  called  "  the  map  of  the  village  of  Acasto,"  Dr.  H.  P.  Wilcox's 
Albany  papers  came  as  late  as  1850  addressed  "  Acasto,"  Some  time  about 
1836  the  name  must  have  been  changed.  The  postoffice  was  located  at  the 
lower  village,  Irving.  The  upper  village,  now  Irving,  was  then  called  La 
Grange.  During  President  Tyler's  administration  C.  R.  Leland  was  appointed 
postmaster,  and  the  office  moved  to  La  Grange.  The  name  of  the  oflice  was 
not  changed,  but  La  Grange  village  gr(,idually  took  the  postoffice  name, 
Irving.  Yet  the  place  was  so  generally  known  as  Cattaraugus  that  letters 
were  frequently  (especially  by  sailors)  directed  to  Cattaraugus. 

The  date  of  settlement  of  many  of  the  pioneers  cannot  be  definitely  fixed. 
In  some  cases  it  can  be  gotten  at  from  family  traditions,  but  in  many  cases 
we  can  only  fix  on  the  time  they  were  here  by  the  date  of  their  contracts  for 
land.  Sometimes  the  parties  had  been  here  a  year  or  more  before  making 
contracts.  After  the  survey  was  made  settlers  began  to  come  in  more  rap- 
idly. In  1804  Charles  Avery  took  lot  3,  C.  V.  He  kept  a  store  there  and 
remained  there  as  late  as  1816,  in  which  year  he  was  pathmasterat  Cattarau- 
gus. Avery  was  the  first  person  who  took  up  land  in  Hanover.  He  was  on 
the  land  at  the  time  of  the  survey.  He  had  evidently  located  his  land  and 
bought  as  soon  as  it  was  in  the  market.  This  same  year  William  G.  Sidney 
took  up  lots  I  and  2  C.  V.  which  he  transferred  to  Capt.  John  Mack.  Sidney 
kept  the  "  Cattaraugus  House,"  which  he  sold  to  Mack.  Sidney  came  to 
Cattaraugus  in  1801  or  1802  and  remained  there  until  he  died  in  1807.  Capt. 
John  Mack  wlio  bought  of  Sidney,  came  in  1806,  and  kept  the  hotel  and  ferry 
there  a  long  time.    His  daughter  Elizabeth  married  Judge  Richard  Smith 
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at  the  Cattaraugus  House  in  January  1807.  This  was  the  first  marriage  in 
Hanover.  Judge  Smith  then  lived  in  what  is  now  Erie  county  but  soon  after 
moved  to  Hanover  near  Forestville  and  taught  school  there  and  at  Silver 
Creek.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  teacliers.  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  was  one 
of  liis  scholars  at  Silver  Creek.  After  Captain  Mack's  death,  his  son  John 
kept  the  tavern  some  years,  and  then  bought  lot  68  on  the  lake  where  he 
built  and  kept  a  tavern  until  1840  when  he  built  the  farmhouse  near  the 
railroad.  Some  years  later  he  removed  to  South  Bend,  Ind.  Capt.  John 
Sydnor  as  early  as  1803  1804  came  to  Cattaraugus  and  was  there  a  num- 
ber of  years.  A  number  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county  speak  of  having 
put  up  over  night  at  Sydnor's,  and  often  they  sjK-ak  of  his  being  a  splendid 
])cnman.  Sydnor  seems  never  to  have  taken  up  land  in  Hanover,  but  died 
here.  February  23,  1S05,  Abel  Cleveland  and  David  Dickinson  bought  lot 
74,  T.  6  R.  10.  The  <^reater  part  of  Silver  Creek  is  on  this  lot.  It  is  pro- 
bable they  selected  the  lands  before  the  survey  and  took  title  or  the  contract 
soon  as  surv^ey  was  made,  as  on  the  land  company's  books  is  this  record  : 
"  The  above  lot  was  taken  up  in  the  year  1804  or  the  latter  part  of  1803. 
For  date  see  contract."  The  greater  part,  all  but  about  thirty  acres  was  con- 
veyed either  by  the  land  company  or  by  Cleveland  &  Dickinson,  to  John  E. 
Howard  before  1805.  C.  »S:  D.  built  a  sawmill  on  the  thirty  acres — the  first 
in  town.  To  this  mill  they  attached  a  mortar  and  pestle  "  for  pounding 
corn  into  meal.  This  was  the  first  gristmill  in  town.  Those  mills  were  sold 
to  John  E.  Howard  in  1805  or  1806.  I  get  no  trace  of  either  Cleveland  or 
Dickinson  after  1S06.  In  1805  Jesse  and  John  Skinner  took  up  lot  73,  the 
southern  part  of  Silver  Creek,  and  John  Tyler  took  up  lot  10,  near  Nashville. 
Tyler  apparently  gave  tip  his  contract.  I  do  not  hear  of  him  after  1805  ;  in 
1 810  the  land  company  sold  this  lot  to  Guy  Webster.  Turner  in  his  history 
(p.  461)  says  that  in  1S06  Aaron  Dolph,  William  Tuttle,  Ivlijah  Lane  and 
Henry  Johnson  took  up  lands  at  Irving."  It  is  very  doubtful  if  they  settled 
there  or  perfected  their  titles,  as  none  of  the  early  residents  seem  to  have 
known  them,  and  I  know  of  no  transfer  of  lands  there  by  any  of  them.  In 
1806  Abner  Cooley  bought  lot  61,  north  of  Forestville.  In  1806  John  E. 
Howard  was  the  only  resident  at  Silver  Creek,  and  owned  lot  74,  including 
the  mills  built  by  Cleveland  &  Dickinson.  Artemas  Clothier  and  Nonnan 
Spink  came  into  Hanover  this  year  and  lived  near  Silver  Creek.  In  1806 
also  Sottle  first  bought  in  town.  He  bought  lots  55  and  59,  C.  V.  In  1807 
John  Smith  and  David  Scott  articled  lot  73  (afterwards  sold  to  Artemas 
Clothier),  part  of  the  same  lot  articled  to  Jesse  and  John  Skinner  (in  1805) 
at  Silver  Creek.  In  August  1807,  Samuel  Johnson  took  up  lot  68  on  the 
Lake  adjoining  Cattaraugus  Village.  He  sold  lot  68  and  in  1809  bought  lot 
51  near  Forestville,  moved  there  and  remained  until  his  death.  This  lot 
was  afterwards  bought  by  John  Mack.    Ezra  Puffer  bought  this  same  year 
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(1807)  lot  58  C.  V. ;  he  seems  never  to  have  located  there,  but  went  to  that 
part  which  became  Villenova.  He  held  a  number  of  town  offices  in  Hano- 
ver, was  the  first  supervisor  of  Villenova,  and  moved  to  Indiana  in  1843. 
1808  Rufus  Washburn  bought  lot  57  near  Forestville,  and  Benjamin  Ken- 
yon  bought  lot  63,  C.  v.,  built  a  house  and  lived  there  until  his  death  about 
1830.  Walter  Lull  and  Martin  B.  Tubbs  bought  lot  50,  (1808)  near  Forest- 
ville and  the  same  year  Sylvanus  Mayl^ee  took  up  lot  7.  In  1808  Jehial 
Moore  settled  at  Forestville.  He  is  said  to  have  ])uilt  the  first  house  in  lM)r- 
cstville,  and  in  1809  he  moved  his  family  in,  and  also  built  the  first  sawmill 
below  the  Falls,  and  the  first  gristmill  in  18 10.  In  February  181 4  he  moved 
to  Ohio. 

In  1809  Amos  Ingraham  bought  lot  5,  C.  V.  Ingraham  was  drowned 
about  1835  in  Cattaraugus  creek.  This  gave  the  name  ''The  Ingraham 
Hole  "  to  a  deep  place  in  the  creek  which  it  still  retains.  Daniel  Holbrook 
bought  lot  58,  P^orestville,  built  and  lived  there.  While  Hanover  included 
Villenova  and  Sheridan,  the  town-meetings  and  elections  were  held  at  Mr. 
Holbrook's.  This  year  in  September  Guy  Webster  bought  lot  3,  Nashville. 
The  little  settlement  in  the  southeast  part  was  called  "  Webster  settlement " 
until  after  1814.  Artemas  Clothier  this  year  bought  part  of  lot  73,  the  south 
part  of  Silver  Creek.  He  was  a  farmer  and  surveyor,  and  lived  near  Silver 
Creek  until  his  death  in  1879.  Josej:)!)  Brownell  in  December  1809  bought 
lot  II  near  Nashville.  He  was,  by  the  town  records,  the  first  supervisor 
elected  and  held  other  ofiices.  The  same  year  Asher  Cooley  bouglit  lot  33 
near  Forestville.  In  1810  Ivphraim  Ilall  came  from  Lowell,  Mass.,  to  La 
Grange.  He  located  on  lot  44,  C.  V.,  where  he  built  and  lived  a  few  years. 
He  also  bought  lot  43,  C.  V.,  known  as  the  "  Island."  While  living  on  lot 
44,  there  was  an  ice-jam  in  Cattaraugus  creek,  setting  the  water  back  over 
the  flats.  Hall  was  awakened  in  the  night  by  running  water.  He  jumped 
out  of  bed  into  about  a  foot  of  water,  got  his  family  upstairs,  and  they  lived 
in  the  chaml)er  three  days  with  no  fire  or  light  except  one  candle.  At  length 
.some  men  ran  the  bow  of  a  boat  into  the  open  door  and  the  family  were 
relieved.  By  this  jam  Mr.  Hall  lost  about  ninety  head  of  young  cattle. 
Half  v/as  justice  of  the  peace  of  Pomfret,  and  frequently  held  court  at  Fre- 
donia.  He  had  11  children,  all  dead  except  Rev.  William  Hall  of  Salamanca^ 
from  whom  I  got  these  facts  about  his  father.  After  the  ex])erience  with 
high  water  Mr.  Hall  bought  part  of  lot  ii,C.  V.,  and  1)ui]t  on  its  high 
grounds,  and  lived  there  until  about  1832,  when  lie  sold  and  bought  part  of 
lot  48,  including  the  sawmill  on  the  creek.  In  the  war  of  181 2  a  British 
war  vessel  chased  an  American  schooner  into  the  creek.  The  schooner  ran 
as  far  up  as  it  could  to  escape,  and  the  crew  quickly  gathered  the  settlers 
and  Indians  to  protect  the  schooner.  The  British  fired  a  few  shots  and  gave 
up  the  chase.    Esquire  Hall  was  one  of  the  whites,  and  Morris  Halftown  one 
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of  the  Indians  in  the  company.  Mr.  Hall  died  in  1859.  Rev.  William  Hall 
and  his  sisters  were  early  teachers  at  Cattaraugus. 

In  1 8 10  Thomas  Chapman  bought  part  of  lot  13  north  of  Nashville, 
James  Webb  part  of  lot  10,  Uriah  Nash,  No.  19,  at  Nashville,  and  Daniel 
Farnham  lot  51,  Joseph  Lrull  lot  50,  Thomas  White  lot  57,  James  Bennett  lot 
59,  Forestville,  and  William  Jones  lot  33  and  James  Knapp  lot  18,  both  between 
Forestville  and  Nashville.  In  iSii  Job  Knight  bought  lot  63,  Hezekiah 
Fish  lot  53. 

Dr.  Jacob  Burgess  came  into  Hanover,  settled  at  Silver  Creek  in  181 1. 
He  was  the  first  physician  in  town.  In  181 2  he  bought  lot  74,  south  of  Sil- 
ver creek.  He  lived  at  Silver  Creek  until  his  death  in  1855.  He  left  one 
son,  Rev.  Chalon  Iiurgess,  and  two  daughters. 

Isaac  Smith  from  Whately,  Massachusetts,  came  to  Sheridan  in  1810, 
and  to  Hanover  that  year  or  the  next,  bought  with  Erastus  Scott  lots  45-53, 
west  of  Smith's  Mills.  He  was  in  the  war  of  181 2  at  Buffalo,  contracted 
fever  in  the  service  and  died.  Rodney  B.  Smith,  the  founder  of  Smith's 
]\Iills,  was  his  sou.  When  but  15,  in  1812,  he  took  his  brother's  place  in 
the  army,  and  was  in  tlie  battles  of  Chippewa,  Black  Rock  and  Williams- 
ville.''  His  son,  Major  Hiram  Smith,  of  Jamestown,  was  quartermaster  in 
the  civil  war,  and  lias  been  twice  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for 
member  of  Congress.  Major  (jeorge  R.  Smith,  son  of  Major  Hiram,  is  a 
graduate  of  West  Point,  and  in  1882  was  appointed  paymaster  in  the  U.  S. 
Army. 

Reuben  Edmonds  came  in  181 1,  took  lots  55-77.  Lot  55  was  near  Han- 
over Center,  and  lot  74  in  Silver  Creek.  In  181 2,  Nedabiah  Angell  l^ought 
lot  47  at  Aui^clTs  settlement  (Hanover  Center).  He  soon  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  affairs.  It  is  tliought  that  he  was  the  acting  supervisor  in  1813. 
Yet  there  is  no  record  of  liis  election.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  lands 
taken  up  in  1^13.  In  1814  Jonathan  L.  Bartoo  settled  at  Forestville,  bought 
a  farm  and  resided  there  a  number  of  years.  In  1816  he  sold  his  farm  and 
mill  to  Nathan  Mixer,  moved  to  Erie  county  and  died  in  1852.  In  181 4 
Benjamin  Smith  bought- lot  45,  and  Otis  Tower  lot  69  near  Angell  settlement. 
Otis  Tower  remained  in  town  until  his  death.  In  1816  David  Convis  bought 
lot  54,  south  of  Angell  settlement.  Norman  Spink  lot  52  near  Forestville; 
he  bought  afterwards  between  the  creeks  near  Silver  Creek,  and  died  in  vSil- 
ver  Creek.  George  E.  Kirkland,  No.  5,  on  the  east  side  of  the  town  and 
Walter  Libbey,  No.  12,  l)etween  Smith's  Mills  and  Nashville.  In  181 7, 
Thomas  Nevins  bought  lot  37  west  of  Smith's  Mills;  William  McManus  lot 
32  soutli  part  of  town  ;  Samuel  P.  McKee,  lot  35  east  of  Forestville.  In  1818 
Solomon  Gregory  bought  part  of  lot  59,  Forestville;  in  1822  James  Beach 
bought  lot  33  ])etween  Nashville  and  Forestville  ;  in  1S23  William  Patter- 
.son  bought  lot  53  north  of  Forestville,  and  Israel  Patterson  No.  43  east  of 
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Forestville  ;  in  1826  George  Love  bought  No.  3  near  Nashville;  in  1827 
William  Dinsmore  bought  lot  32,  south  line,  and  Belinus  Green  bought  lot 
36,  C.  V.  He  built  on  this  lot  and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  tlie  seven- 
ties. 

Albert  G.  Dow,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  came  here  in  1827, 
after  a  residence  of  19  years  removed  to  Randolph.  He  was  early  elected  to 
office  at  Silver  Creek  and  was  for  eight  years  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  Ran- 
dolph and  served  as  supervisor  ten  years  ;  in  1863  and  1864  was  member  of 
assembly  from  the  Second  District  of  Cattaraugus  county.  In  1873  he  was 
elected  state  senator  in  the  Thirty-second  District  (Cattaraugus  and  Cliautau- 
qua  counties),  and  served  one  term  (1874-75).  From  i860  to  1880  he  was 
engaged  in  private  banking  business;  in  1881  he  organized  the  Salamanca 
National  Bank  at  Salamanca,  and  was  its  president  until  his  resignation 
in  1890:  His  son,  Charles  M.  Dow,  has  been  president  of  the  Jamestown 
National  Bank  since  its  organization. 

After  1827  settlers  began  to  come  in  rapidly.  Tliose  who  took  up  lands 
were  not  the  only  residents.  There  were  many  who  came  and  remained 
who  do  not  appear  on  the  company's  books,  eitlier  never  bought  or  bought 
of  individuals.  As  early  as  1818  Philo  Newton,  from  Massacliusctts,  came 
and  remained  until  his  death.  Nine  sons  came  with  him  who  settled  at  La 
Grange,  and  many  of  their  descendants  live  here.  Henry  J.  Newton,  of  Sil- 
ver Creek,  the  last  surviving  son  of  Philo,  died  in  the  s])ring  of  1894.  Rufus 
L.  Bonney,  a  soldier  of  181 2,  cauie  in  soon  after  the  war.  Pionney  died  at 
Irving  in  1886,  aged  86,  He  married  a  daughter  of  John  Smith  who  came 
about  1807.  Nathan  Mixer  came  to  Forestville  in  181 7.  He  was  super- 
visor for  ten  years,  three  terms  a  member  of  Assembly,  and  for  a  time  asso- 
ciate judge  of  the  county.  He  died  at  Forestville  in  1871.  Geo.  Love  in 
1820  settled  for  life  near  Forestville.  Forestville  was  early  known  as  Wal- 
nut Falls.  The  first  postoffice  there  was  called  Planover,  and  it  is  said  Mr. 
Love  brought  the  change  of  name  to  F'orestville.  Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  M. 
D.,  came  in  1828,  settled  at  Silver  Creek,  practiced  medicine  until  1846, 
moved  to  Ellington  and  from  there  to  Corry,  Pa.  He  was  supervisor  of  Han- 
over three  terms.  While  at  Ellington  he  was  twice  elected  member  of  assem- 
bly. In  1873  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Corry.  Comfort  P>irdsey  came  to 
Portland  from  Oneida  in  1828  with  his  mother,  a  widow  with  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  They  came  to  Hanover  the  same  year  and  settled  between 
Hanover  Center  and  Silver  Creek.  Mr.  Birdsey  was  a  man  of  good,  safe 
judgement,  and  much  respected,  holding  various  offices.    He  died  in  1893. 

In  181 2,  when  Hanover  was  formed,  there  was  a  scattering  population, 
in  various  parts.  There  were  four  r^v/Av-.v,  hardly  villa;4es  :  Silver  Creek 
then  Fayette,  Irving  then  Cattaraugus,  Forestville  and  Nashville  (Webster 
Settlement).    At  the  first  election  for  member  of  assembly,  April  181 3,  in 
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Hanover,  wliicli  comprised  Sheridan  and  Villenova,  the  whole  number  of 
votes  cast  was  only  112.  James  Williams  received  67,  and  Jacob  Houghton 
45.  There  is  no  record  showing  any  town  election  in  181 2  or  18 13.  The 
first  town-meeting  of  which  there  is  record  preserved  is  thus  recorded : 
"  Resolutions  and  proceedings  of  the  annual  town-meeting  held  at  the  house 
of  Daniel  Holbrook  for  the  year  1814,  April  5th.  Bethel  Willoughby  chosen 
moderator.  Resolved,  that  Joseph  Krownell  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  super- 
visor for  the  year  ensuing.  Resolved,  that  Samuel  J.  vSmitli  be  and  is  hereby 
appointed  ck-rk  for  the  year  ensuing.  Resolved,  that  Ivzra  Puffer,  Nedabiah 
Angell  and  Miles  Wcljstcr  is  hcre])y  appointed  assessors."  The  date  1813  " 
given  by  Mr,  Young  and  Judge  Foote  as  that  when  Daniel  Russell  was 
chosen  supervisor  is  wrong.  The  record  is  some  pages  later  in  the  record 
book  and  says  181 5.''  The  error  arose  from  mistaking  a  5  for  a  3.  The 
supervisors  have  been  :  Joseph  Brownell,  1814-16-17-18-19  ;  Daniel  Russell, 
1815-28-9-30 ;  Natlian  IMixer,  1820-1-2-3-4-6-7-31-2-6 ;  Seth  Snow,  1825; 
Oliver  Lee,  1833-4-5  ;  William  Colville,  Jr.,  1837-46-50-1  ;  Ebenezer  R. 
Avery,  1838;  Adolphus  F.  ]Morrison,  1839-48;  Ezekiel  B.  Gurnsey,  1840; 
Thomas  C.  Hale,  1841  ;  Jereniiah  Ellsworth,  1842-44-45  ;  Orson  Stiles,  1843  5 
Henry  H.  Hawkins,  1847  ;  Charles  H.  Lee,  1849-52  ;  Hiram  Smith,  1853-4; 
Clark  C.  Swift,  1855-6;  Hiram  Smith,  2d,  1857-8-9;  Chandler  Scott,  1860- 
1-2-7;  Cyrus  D.  Angell,  1863  ;  William  D.  Talcott,  1864;  Nahum  S.  Scott, 
1865-6;  Jolin  D.  Ililler,  186S-9;  Norman  B.  Brown,  1870-1  ;  Smith  Clark, 
1872-3  ;  Le  Roy  Andrus,  1874  ;  Carlos  Ewell,  1875-6  ;  O.  Lee  Swift,  1877-8  ; 
John  G.  Record,  1879;  Seth  ]\L  Tompkins,  1880-1  ;  Jason  Knapp,  1882-3-4- 
5;  Albert  IL  Stcbbins,  1886-7-S-9-90-1-3  ;  John  McAdani,  1892;  Asa  Dye, 
3894.  , 

The  population  of  Hanover  in  1835  was  3,520,  in  1890,  4,616.  Silver 
Creek  had  666  inhabitants  in  1870,  in  1890,  1,678.  Forestville  in  1870  had 
722  population,  in  1890,  788.  This  shows  the  increase  of  the  town  in  fifty- 
live  years  to  have  been  1,096,  that  the  increase  in  Silver  Creek  in  the  twenty 
years  from  1870  to  1890  was  1,012,  and  in  Forestville  the  gain  was  66 — in 
both  villages  1,078.  This  leaves  only  eighteen  more  in  tlie  town  outside 
these  villages  than  there  was  in  1835.  This  shows  if  any  gain  has  been  made 
in  Smith's  ■Mills  or  other  smaller  villages,  that  there  has  been  a  loss  of  popula- 
tion ill  the  town  outside  the  villages  since  1835.  This  seems  to  be  the  case 
all  through  the  town.  In  1879  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  was 
$1,691,015,  personal,  $i8S,8oo;  in  1888  real  estate,  $1,540,253;  personal, 
$152,540;  in  1S93  real  estate  $1,528,020,  personal  $118,375.  There  are  in 
1894,  34  stores,  2  tanneries,  7  sawmills,  18  manufactories,  23  cheese  factories, 
K)  l)lacks!nith  shops,  i  canning  factory,  and  2  banks  in  town. 

In  1830  and  that  tlie  lands  were  taken  up  more  ra])idly,  and  warious 

brandies  of  business  began  to  spring  up  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  In 
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1828  Oliver  Lee  had  bought  of  Jolin  E.  Howard  the  mill  property  and  other 
lands  on  lot  74  at  Silver  Creek^  and  opened  a  store.  He  soon  built  up  a  large 
•trade  with  the  Indians  and  settlers  reaching  to  the  south  line  of  the  county. 
When  Lee  came  there  were  but  eight  or  ten  houses  in  Silver  Creek.  Oliver 
Lee  died  at  Buffalo  in  1846.  C.  C.  Swift  came  from  Rata  via  as  a  clerk  for 
O.  Lee  vsent  by  Ellicott  in  answer  to  Lee's  request  for  a  man  who  talked 
Seneca.  He  remained  with  Lee  as  clerk  and  partner  until  Lee  closed  busi- 
ness at  Silver  Creek.  He  married  Lee's  daughter  and  now  lives  at  Silver  Creek. 
The  early  merchants  at  Silver  Creek  were  Stephen  Clark,  John  E.  Howard 
and  Manning  Case.  After  these  came  John  M.  Cummings.  The  village 
was  west  of  Walnut  creek  before  1828.  The  postoffice,  then  Fayette,  was 
kept  in  a  store  on  that  side  when  Oliver  Lee  came.  In  1832  Wm.  Van  Duzer 
was  postmaster  and  moved  the  office  to  Lee's  store,  east  side  of  Walnut  creek 
and  between  the  two  creeks.  O.  Lee  C.  C.  Swift  continued  in  mercantile 
business  until  about  1846.  Afterward  there  were  engaged  in  business  there 
Ammi  IMarchant  «S:  Daniel  Rumsey  in  1829  »  ^'oot  <S:  Rumscy  ;  Rumsey  <Sc 
H.  N.  Farnham.  The  firm  was  H.  N.  Farnham  <S:  Co.  W^ith  Farnham  as 
the  '*Co."  were  at  different  times  Justin  Clark  &  Joseph  Wells.  Farnham's 
business  was  sold  to  IMack  Montgomery  «Sc  Charles  Wells  and  continued  by 
Chas.  Wells  to  1872.  E.  R.  Ballard,  and  H.  H.  Hawkins  traded  in  the  O. 
Lee  store.  Silas  Gates,  O.  Lee  Swift  and  Porter  Smith  w^ere  also  traders. 
There  are  in  trade  now  Stewart  &.  Co.  ;  Horton  Brothers ;  Montgomery  & 
Talcott;  F.  C.  Mathias  Co.  ;  C.  J.  Newendorf  ;  Mr.  Ailing  ;  Charles  Taber  ; 
George  Gaston  ;  Mrs.  Weston  ;  George  Shofner  &  Son  ;  Wm.  Campbell  & 
F.  Lipsey. 

At  Cattaraugus,  soon  after  1830,  the  U.  S.  government  commenced  build- 
ing a  harbor  and  expended  much  money  in  building  piers,  etc.,  to  protect  and 
keep  the  channel  open.  Thus  a  village  grew  up  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek 
and  was  known  as  Cattaraugus.  Stores  and  storehouses  were  built  there. 
Considerable  freighting  business  was  done,  and  large  quantities  of  lumber 
shipped,  as  the  harbor  gave  an  outlet  to  market  for  lumber,  and  soon  five  or 
six  lumber  mills  were  built  at  La  Grange,  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  har- 
bor. The  Irving  Company  was  formed  August  17,  1836,  and  bought  about 
20  C.  V.  lots  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  The  comj)any  was  composed  of 
William  Kent,  lycwis  Eaton,  Augustus  C.  vStevens,  Henry  P.  Wilcox,  Thur- 
low  Weed,  Erastus  Corning,  Thomas  W.  Olcolt,  William  Samuel  Johnson, 
Hamlet  Scranton,  John  V.  S.  Pruyn,  Pierre  A.  Barker,  Hiram  Pratt  and 
Thomas  B.  Stoddard.  The  title  to  a  large  amount  of  land  bought  by  the 
company  was  owned  by  Rufus  Reed,  who  conveyed  it  to  Augustus  C.  Stev- 
ens in  1835.  He  conveyed  lots  1-2-3-4-5-6-7,  C.  V.  The  Irving  village  plot 
included  the  first  24  C.  V.  lots. 

John  I.  Thorn  and  family  and  Niram  Sackett  and  family,  from  Dutchess 
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county,  came  to  Portland  in  1829,  and  to  Hanover  in  1830  and  located  at  La 
Grange.  Thorn  bought  of  Squire  Ephraim  Hall  lot  11  C.  V.,  and  Sackett 
lots  47,  48,  C.  V.  of  Holland  Land  Company  and  of  C.  A.  H.  McGregor,  a 
nephew  of  Ellicott,  lots  43,  49,  51,  52,  53,  54,  56,  57,  and  58,  C.  V.,  and  lot 
59  of  vSottle.  Sackett  afterward  owned  the  two  sawmills  on  the  creek,  and 
carried  on  lumbering  and  merchandising  there  along  with  his  farming.  A 
large  part  of  his  lands  he  sold  afterwards  to  John  J.  and  E.  B.  Guernsey. 
He  was  elected  for  several  terms  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  fi^r  a  number 
of  years  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  He  died  at  Irving 
in  1869  aged  72.  He  was  ''aflable  and  courteous  in  his  manner,  decided  in 
his  convictions,  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  of  comprehensive  mind,  and 
scrupulously  just ;  evincing  in  his  judicial  character  those  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  which  made  him  botli  ■:he  able  and  the  just  judge."  His  children 
were  Jehiel,  John  J.,  Joseph  T.,  ^Marcus,  Seuiantha  and  Xiram,  Jr. 

Forestville,  after  the  building  of  the  sawmill  and  gristmill  in  1809  ^^^^^ 
•I 8 10,  was  the  center  of  much  business,  and  early  had  a  large  trade  in  pot 
and  pear! as] ICS. 

Tlie  Holland  Land  Company  laid  out  a  road  from  Fredonia  through  For- 
estville and  Nashville.  This  road  became  the  road  dro\'ers  took  in  driving 
their  cattle,  liogs  and  sheep  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Taverns  were 
about  as  frecpient  there  as  on  the  main  road  along  the  Lake,  This  road 
helped  the  south  i)art  of  tlie  to\/ns  and  F^orestville  and  Nashville  very  much. 
F"^orestviHe  received  early  a  nnmber  of  enterprising  men  who  materially 
assisted  in  building  it  up,  .Vmong  them  were  John  Hurlbut,  Nathan  Mixer^ 
Albert  11.  Camp,  Daniel  and  Harvey  Holbrook,  \Vm.  Colville,  Jr.,  :\mos 
Avery,  M.  J).,  Adolphus  and  ( )rrin  Morrison,  and  later,  Daniel  Sherm.an, 
L.  J.  Pierce,  P.  ().  Tower. 

After  the  F^-ie  and  Lake  Shore  railroads  came  in  185 1-2  the  whole  char- 
acter of  the  town  was  changed.  The  road  from  Fredonia  to  Nashville  ceased 
to  be  used  by  drovers.  I  know  of  no  hotels  except  at  P'^orestville  in  town  on 
that  once  very  busy  highway.  A  similar  change  took  place  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town.  After  the  Lake  Shore  railroad  came  through  in  1852  the 
long  lines  of  emigrant  wagons  going  to  the  west  were  no  longer  to  be  seen,, 
and  the  hotels  closed  for  the  want  of  custom.  The  main  road  along  the  lake 
shore  from  the  old  Mack  tavern  to  Silver  Creek  was  principally  abandoned 
for  a  more  direct  new  road  from  upp-r  Irving  to  Silver  Creek.  Where  the 
old  road  ran  in  1838,  Lake  Erie  has  washed  it  away,  and  the  gardens  and 
lots  where  three  houses  stood,  and  carried  off  10  or  15  acres  east  of  the  road. 
During  the  winter  of  iS.^0-1  on  lhat  n^ad  Jndge  vSackett  kept  over  night  for 
drovers  18,000  hogs,  besides  great  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep.  He  kept  no. 
hotel,  but  his  farm,  like  nian\'  others,  was  fitted  for  keeping  droves,  and  this, 
business  furnished  a  home  market  for  his  hay  and  grain,     .\fter  the  next 
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winter  few  stock  were  driven.  The  railroad  carried  them.  The  government 
made  no  more  appropriations  for  tlie  liarbor,  and  piers  and  harbor  went  to 
decay.  The  business  at  Irving  and  Silver  Creek  was  much  reduced  by  the 
cutting  off  the  trade  with  the  southern  towns.  Forestville  also  lost  its  part 
of  the  southern  towns  trade.  The  lower  village  of  Irving  was  entirely  aband- 
oned ;  except  one  or  two  fishing  shanties  near  the  lake.  From  the  coming  of 
railroads  I'orestville,  and  Silver  Creek  more  largely,  invested  more  in  manu- 
facturing, and  increased  in  population  and  wealth  until  they  are  thriving 
places.  Forestville  had  a  disastrous  fire  in  1870  which  burned  most  of  its 
business  places  and  checked  its  growth  for  years.  Silver  Creek's  most  enter- 
prising citizens  after  1853  built  factories,  machine  shops,  etc.  They  have 
developed  a  large  business  in  manufacturing  and  selling  the  Eureka  snmt 
and  separating  machines.  This  was  built  up  by  Simeon  Howes,  Ezekiel 
Montgomery  &  Son,  Alpheus  and  Norman  Babcock,  \V.  W.  Huntley  and 
others.  This  business  commenced  in  1856.  There  have  been  many  changes 
among  the  proprietors,  Simeon  Howes  from  1859  to  1864  was  out  of  the 
business  but  resumed  it  in  1864,  and  after  having  had  others  connected  with 
him  took  in  the  business  Albert  Horton  as  a  partner,  who  sold  to  Carlos 
Ewell.  About  1888  Mr.  Simeon  Howes  bought  the  interest  of  the  Bab- 
cocks  and  Ewell,  who  had  all  died,  and  became  sole  proprietor.  Mr.  Howes 
died  in  1892,  and  the  business  is  carried  on  by  his  executors.  120  machines 
machines  were  made  and  sold  in  1856-7,  in  1S92  more  than  2,000. 

The  Monitor  Works,  manufacturing grainmill  machinery,  separr^tors,  etc., 
are  owned  by  Wm.  W.  Huntley,  F.  vS.  Cranson  and  C.  L.  Hammond. 

Other  manufactories  are  Excelsior  Works,  making  milling  machines, 
August  Heine  proprietor.  Shoemaker  <^  Co.,  manufacture  buckwheat 
shuckers  ;  Staring  &  Co.,  have  a  stepladder  factory  ;  Montgomery,  Quail  & 
Montgomer)'  have  upholstering  works  ;  Henry  Schrader  has  a  basket  factory  ; 
there  are  two  flouring  mills  and  other  minor  industries,  piaking  Silver  Creek 
a  thriving  manufacturing  village. 

February  10,  1877,  a  few  farmers  met  at  Deacon  A,  S.  Giles'  to  form  a 
farmers'  club,  which  was  organized  March  22,  1877,  at  the  house  of  A.  M. 
Keach,  as  the  Farmers  Club  of  Hanover,"  witli  J.  J.  Keyes,  president,  and 
A.  S.  Giles,  R.  C.  Clothier,  E.  Dennison,  A.  M.  Keach,  J.  J.  Keyes,  Wm. 
Gardner,  N.  C.  Southworth,  Comfort  liirdsey,  D.J.  Rider,  J.  F.  Elson,  Mr. 
^IcEwen  and  John  Mixer  members.    It  meets  two  Saturdays  in  each  nionth. 

Haftoc'cr  Lodge^  F.  df  A,  M.  was  instituted  in  the  schoolhouse  at  For- 
estville, Feb.  5,  1824.  Charter  members  :  Luther  Thwing,  W.  M.  ;  Ezra 
Piffer,  S.  W.  ;  Seth  Snow,  J.  W.  ;  Albert  H.  Camp,  sect.  ;  Warren  Griswold, 
treas.  (first  officers)  and  Ephraim  Judson,  Richard  Smith,  William  Jones  and 
Elijah  Robinson.    Discontinued  in  1828,  it  was  rechartered  in  1849. 
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Silver  Lodge ^  No.  757,  F.  <jf  A.  M.^  was  organized  Nov.  11,  1874.  The 
charter  members  were  Hiram  Washburn,  W.  jNI.  ;  Amos  Bowen,  S.  W.  ;  G. 
W.  Backer,  J.  W.  ;  O.  Lee  Swift,  treasurer ;  C.  G.  Talcott,  secretary ;  Frank 
vSwift,  S.  D. ;  P.  W.  Bates,  J.  D.  ;  and  F.  D.  Fuller,  W.  L.  Christy,  F.  IVI. 
Gifford,  James  Chesbro,  Ebenezer  Buel,  W.  W.  Huntley,  Smith  Clark,  A.  L. 
Mulkins,  A.  Montgomery,  M.  Leland,  \V.  S.  Andrus,  Squire  Keith,  G.  D. 
Chesbro,  H.  Newton,  G.  W.  Smith,  G.  B.  Bishop,  Membership,  April  1894, 
108.    The  present  secretary  is  S.  H.  Burgess. 

Sili'i-r  Creek  Lodge ^  No.  68 2,  I.  O.  O.  F.^  was  instituted  Oct.  31,  1893. 
Charter  members  :  H.  A.  Weston,  W.  W.  Cole,  C.  ]\L  Homan,  John  Schmill, 
D.  J.  Van  Vlack,  H.  W.  Allen.    Present  membership,  41. 

Flourishing  societies  of  Royal  Arcanum,  Royal  Templars,  United  Work- 
men, IVIaccabees,  Farmers'  Alliance,  etc.,  exist. 


John  G.  Record,  son  of  Israel  and  Mary  (Gardner)  Record,  is  a  native  of 
Hanover.  He  received  an  academical  education,  was  admitted  to  the  Chau- 
tauqua county  bar  in  1859,  and  has  been  and  is  a  successful  practitioner  at 
Forestville.  Mr.  Record  is  a  Democrat  of  the  Jeffersonian  type,  and  advocates 
the  principles  of  his  party  with  vigor.    He  has  served  his  town  as  supervisor. 

Albert  W.  Hull  was  born  in  Oneida  county  in  1825.  His  father  moved 
to  Cherry  Creek  in  1837  and  here  Albert  received  his  early  education.  He 
was  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  for  some  years,  and  in  1868  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  John  G.  Record  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  state  in  1870,  and  subsequently  that  of  the  United  States  district  courts, 
and  pursues  his  profession  at  Forestville.  In  1885  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  sessions. 

Hon.  George  K.  Towne,  a  native  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  removed  to  Cattaraugus 
county  when  13.  He  was  graduated  in  1875  from  the  Ten  Broeck  academy 
at  Franklinville,  read  law  with  the  Hon.  Alfred  Spring  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Rochester  in  1879,  and  commenced  practice  in  Cattaraugus  county. 
In  iSSo  he  came  to  Silver  Creek  and  established  himself  as  a  lawyer.  He  is 
a  Republican  and  has  been-  a  popular  member  of  assembly  two  terms. 

Edwin  R.  Hopkins,  M.  D.,  son  of  Kzra  and  Catherine  (Johnson)  Hopkins, 
was  born  at  Westficld,  May  21,  1849.  He  was  educated  at  Westfield  academy, 
was  a  medical  student  in  Dr.  J.  M.  Brown's  office.  He  then  went  to  Buffalo 
and  after  study  ing  two  years  with  the  professor  of  surgery  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  I'niversity  of  IhifTalo,  lie  entered  the  university  and  was 
gniduated  therefrom  in  hV-bruary,  1877,  and  located  at  Silver  Creek  in 
November,  where  he  has  been  in  active  and  successful  practice  as  a  surgeon 
and  ]Miysician.  He  is  surge<jn  of  the  W.  N.  V.  and  Pa.  R.  R.,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chautaiujna  Conntv  Medical  vSociety  and  vice-president  of  the 
alumni  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  BulTalo. 
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CHAPTER  LIX. 

SCHOOI^  AND  CHURCHES. 
By  Rrv.  CHA1.0N  Burgess. 

EDUCATION  and  religion  are  the  two  main  pillars  upon  which  our 
nation  stands  safely  bnilded.  The  early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Han- 
over, true  to  their  Puritan  origin,  made  prompt  and  thoughtful  pro- 
vision for  both  these  institutions.  The  schoolliouse  and  the  church  were 
regarded  by  them  as  no  less  essential  to  their  welfare  than  their  own  homes. 
They  acted  on  the  principle,  since  so  forcibly  stated  in  these  words  :  The 
continued  ringing  of  the  schoolbell  and  the  continued  ringing  of  the  church- 
bell  are  essential  to  the  continued  ringing  of  the  liberty  bell.'' 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  documents  and  the  removal  by  death  of  pioneers 
it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  history  and  progress  of  these  institutions  in  our  town. 
It  is  believed  however  that  the  first  school  was  taught  at  Irving,  then 
called  Cattaraugus  Village,  and  the  first  teacher,  or  among  the  earliest 
teachers,  was  Miss  Nancy  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  Hall,  an  early  settler 
there.  She  was  soon  succeeded  by  her  brother  William  Hall,  and  he  by  Lyman 
Gregory.  The  next  school  taught  was  at  what  was  then  called  Fayette,  now 
Silver  Creek.  The  schoolhouse  stood  where  is  now  the  residence  of  the  late  Mr. 
Lucius  Cook, and  after  three  or  four  migrations  it  has  been  succeeded  by  the  pres- 
ent noble  edifice.  Among  the  earliest  teachers  wdiose  names  are  remembered  are 
Mr.  Bacon,  Judge  Richard  Smith,  Miss  Philena  Johnson,  Donald  Johnson,  and 
Miss  Emily  Trask.  The  last  named  teacher  was  one-armed,  and  among  her 
other  qualifications  and  achievements  as  a  teacher,  the  making  of  a  good 
quill  pen  with  the  use  of  only  one  hand,  stands  out  quite  distinct  in  the 
memory  of  her  few  surviving  pupils.  Forestville,  then  called  Walnut  City, 
Nashville,  Smith's  Mills,  is  the  probable  order  of  succession  in  the  opening 
of  schools.  The  first  teacher  at  Forestville  that  we  can  trace  was  a  Mr. 
McDaniels  in  1816. 

Something  should  be  said,  before  we  go  farther,  about  the  schoolhouses 
and  the  course  of  study  of  these  early  years.  The  first  log  school  building 
had  passed  away  before  the  writer's  memory,  but  he  has  very  distinct  and 
lively  recollections  of  the  first  schoolhouse  which  he  ever  entered,  and  that 
was  far  back  in  the  early  twenties.  This  was  a  frame  building  nearly  square 
in  form,  the  interior  of  which  had  some  three  or  four  rows  of  seats  rising 
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rapidly  from  front  to  rear,  each  seat  having  a  broad  shelf  for  writing  and 
study,  except  the  front  row  which  was  assigned  to  the  little  ones  and  consti- 
tuted our  primary  department.  A  large  Dutch  fireplace  with  its  great  blaz- 
ing logs  gave  us  in  winter  a  practical  and  very  sensible  illustration  of  the 
three  zones  of  the  earth — the  torrid  being  nearest  the  fire,  the  temperate 
about  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  the  frigid  in  the  rear.  The  furniture  of 
the  room  was  simple  and  scanty — a  desk  for  the  master,  a  broom,  a  water 
pail,  a  hea\'y  ferule,  a  good  stout  birch  stick,  with  a  dark  closet  which, 
among  other  })urj)oses,  served  for  the  solitary  confinement  of  the  youngest 
ofTcnders,  forms  a  |)relt\-  complete  inventory  of  our  school  apparatus.  Tlie 
ferule  and  the  whip  ma\'  be  said  to  liave  been  our  philosophical  eipiipment, 
the  use  of  which  illustrated  the  comparative  efficacy  of  penalty  when  applied 
to  a  particular  portion  of  the  body  as  the  liand  or  a  more  general  distribution 
over  the  surface  b\'  the  wlii[).  Tlie  scantiness  of  our  schoolhouse  appliances 
was  made  up  for  by  tlie  frequenc)'  and  thoroughness  of  their  use.  It  is  but 
jnst  however  to  say  that  this  severity  was  only  occasional.  Many  teachers 
then  as  now  maintained  order  largely  by  appeals  to  the  reason  and  tiie  better 
nature  of  their  pupils. 

The  course  of  stud\'  in  these  earh'  schools  was  pretty  nearly  limited  to 
three  R's,  1)ut  these  were  taught  with  commendable  thoroughness,  so  that 
though  confessedl}'  inferior  in  appliances  and  methods  these  schools  were  not 
without  some  advantages  over  those  of  more  recent  years.  We  all  know  very 
well  that  when  attention  is  drawn  in  many  directions  and  divided  among 
man\'  things  what  is  gained  in  superficial  extent  is  apt  to  be  lost  in  intensit\' 
and  volume.  Tiius  the  fewness  of  the  studies  favored  concentration  and 
-thoroughness.  More  than  seven  decades  have  passed  since  the  first  rude 
provision  for  education  was  made  in  this  region.  Pro])abl\'  about  two  hun- 
dred (lilfereut  teacliers  have  had  their  share  in  training  tlie  \'outli  of  Silver 
Creek,  and  dou!)t]ess  the  ])roj)ortion  has  been  much  the  same  in  other  parts 
of  the  town.  What  a  curious  treasure  would  it  be  could  a  complete  collec- 
tion be  made  of  the  school  books  of  those  early  days!  Think  of  Pike's 
Arithmeiic-— a  book  about,  the  size  of  Young's  county  history,  and  quite 
intricate  in  statement — to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  beginners  I  What  a  wel- 
come change  when  Pike  was  succeeded  by  Alexander  Daboll  and  Adams  ! 
Lindley  Murray  and  Kirkham  were  our  teachers  in  Grammar.  In  Geog- 
raphy, Morse,  Make  Prun,  Oliiey  and  Mitchell.  In  Reading,  the  American 
Preceptor,  Columbian  Orator  and  English  Reader — the  latter  being  a  capital 
collection  of  luiglish  composition,  but  what  a  formidable  first  step  for  a  child 
to  take  in  the  art  of  reading  was  one  of  its  opening  sentences  I  e.  g.  "  Deli- 
gence,  industry,  and  proper  improvement  of  time,  are  material  duties  of  the 
young.''  Dilworth,  Webster  and  Cobb  initiated  the  youth  into  the  mysteries 
of  spelling.    The  words  were  arranged  in  straight  and  formidable  rows  on 
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the  page,  and  the  scholars  in  rows  as  strai<^]it  and  long,  bnt  not  as  motion- 
less, on  the  floor.  Oral  spelling  was  the  method  in  vogue,  and  when  the 
long  words  like  incomprehensibility  and  all  the  other  bilities,  concatenation 
and  all  the  other  ations,  words  that  like  a  whij)  with  a  sna]'>j)cr  at  the  end 
rolled  down  the  class,  the  excited  and  eager  contestants  must  ])e  confessed  to 
have  fdled  the  room  with  a  noise  that  was  loud  if  not  learned.  Ihit  we 
think  we  may  safely  challenge  com})arison  between  that  time  and  the 
present  in  the  knowledge  of  orthography  gained.  Well  do  I  remember 
scholars  who,  incited  by  love  of  concpiest  over  the  anomalies  of  the  language, 
or  by  promised  reward  from  parent  or  teacher,  would  pass  a  month  or  even 
two  months  without  missing  a  single  word.  And  when  a  spelling  match 
was  had  it  was  a  sight  worth  seeing,  the  s])ectators  often  getting  tired  of 
waiting  for  the  scholars  all  to  be  spelled  down.  Frequently  the  last  one 
standing  would  spell  so  long  without  missing  that  the  teacher,  through  sheer 
weariness,  was  constrained  to  end  the  contest  by  ceasing  to  pronounce  the 
words. 

There  are  other  respects  in  which  we  may  justly  claim  for  these  early 
schools  a  decided  superiority.  The  power  of  personal  influence  of  teacher 
over  scholar  was  much  greater.  The  varying  characteristics  and  talents  of 
the  pupils  had  better  opportunity  for  attention  and  culture  on  the  i)art  of  the 
teacher.  The  methods  of  teaching  being  more  nexi])le  there  was  conse- 
quently less  danger  of  rej")ressing  natural  gifts  and  endowments  and  so  reducing 
all  the  scholars  to  the  same, shape  and  mold.  Reverence  for  age  and  author- 
ity, deference  and  politeness  to  strangers,  obedience  to  the  powers  that  be — 
these  were  thoroughly  and  successfully  taught.  The  pupils  were  required 
as  they  left  the  room  at  the  close  of  the  school  for  the  day,  to  turn  respect- 
fully toward  the  teacher,  and  with  a  bow  or  courtesy,  and  a  "  good  after- 
noon,'' take  their  leave.  And  also  on  their  way  home  they  were  required  to 
salute  strangers  or  acquaintance  with  similar  tokens  of  respect.  It  is  per- 
haps a  necessarv  effect  of  our  free  institutions  to  develop  individuality  and  self- 
assertion  to  a  dangerous  extreme.  We  need  to  put  on  the  brakes  upon  this  tend- 
ency. The  public  school  should  be  an  auxiliary  to  the  parent  and  the  church 
in  helping  to  inspire  proper  regard  for  official  station  and  rightful  authority. 
Certainly  in  this  respect  the  present  does  not  compare  favorably  with  the 
past.  How  often  instead  of  a  respectful  salutation  or  bow  is  it  the  case  that  a 
stranger  riding  through  a  town  is  greeted  with  a  derisive  epithet  if  not  a 
snowball  or  a  stone.  This  tendency  to  rudeness,  self-importance  and  conceit 
every  wi.se  teacher  will  .seek  to  diminish  and  restore  .something  of  that  mod- 
esty and  pleasing  deference  which  were  .so  generally  characteristic  of  the 
period  under  review.  While,  therefore,  we  appreciate  and  admit  the  increased 
facilities  of  our  modern  schools,  and  in  many  respects  the  better  work  done, 
let  us  not  fail  to  render  due  homage  to  these  early  efforts  made  vso  early  and 


640 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


successfully  to  sow  the  seeds  of  knowledge,  reverence,  and  obedience,  in  the 
minds  of  the  young.  As  we  hold  in  grateful  remembrance  the  sturdy 
pioneers  who  leveled  the  forests,  bridged  the  streams,  built  the  mills,  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  material  comforts  which  cheer  and  adorn  our  homes, 
so  let  us  enshrine  in  our  grateiul  memories  those  who,  amidst  the  priva- 
tions and  difficulties  of  the  early  times,  when  corn  was  pounded  in  a, 
mortar,  when  wheat,  if  to  be  had  at  all,  commanded  three  dollars  a  bushel, 
when  wild  meat  without  bread  or  salt  was  often  their  only  food  for  weeks 
together  " — nevertheless  did  plan  and  provide,  in  all  matters  aflfecting  the 
educational  devclopjuent  of  the  people,  so  wisely  and  so  well. 

The  town  of  Hanover  is  divided  into  sixteen  school  districts.  In  two  of 
these  districts,  namely  Forestville  and  Silver  Creek,  are  scliools  of  high 
grade,  where  pupils  may,  if  they  desire,  gain  preparation  for  college.  That 
at  Forestville  is  entitled  The  Free  Academy  "  and  received  its  present 
organization  in  1865.  Two  years  previous,  school  district  16  in  Forestville, 
*and  school  districts  13  and  15  in  Hanover  and  Sheridan,  were  consolidated 
and  the  Union  School  thus  formed  was  conducted  with  varying  degrees  of 
success,  the  house  being  often  -over-crowded,  but  since  the  establishment  of 
tlie  Academy  the  Forestville  school  lias  enjoyed  a  marked  prosperity.  At  the 
time  of  its  organization  there  were  four  in  its  faculty.  Prof  T.  L.  Griswold, 
principal,  and  three  assistant  teachers,  with  150  students.  The  board  of 
education  then  consisted  of  Hon.  Daniel  Sherman,  A.  P.  Parsons,  M.  D., 
D.  P'^iske,  J.  Mixer,  and  J.  F.  Hulbert.  At  the  present  time  there  are  six  in 
tlie  faculty.  Prof  A.  C.  Anderson  being  principal,  assisted  by  five  other 
teachers.  The  j-jrescnt  board  of  education  consists  of  J.  (7.  Record,  president, 
W.  H.  Parsons,  secretary,  H.  H.  I'arnham,  John  Hutchinson  and  Oscar  Jew- 
ett.  This  institution  was  admitted  to  the  university  of  the  state  Jan.  10,. 
1867,  and  it  has  now  250  students. 

The  school  at  Silver  Creek  is  called  the**  Silver  Creek  Union  School  and 
Academy,''  and  was  established  in  its  present  form  in  1879.  Two  districts 
had  been  united  some  years  before,  and  a  Union  School  conducted  with  the 
usual  ]>rosperity  but  without  Academic  Department,  or  any  well  graded  sys- 
tem, and  using  a  building  too  small  for  the  increasing  number  of  pupils.  In 
the  year  above  mentioned  a  noble  edifice  of  brick  was  erected,  costing,  with 
additions  since  made,  $20,000.  The  first  board  of  education  consisted  of 
A.  P.  Iloleomb,  president,  Geo.  P.  Gaston,  Norman  Pabcock,  James  M. 
Peman,  Charles  N.  Howes  and  Smith  Clark.  The  faculty  at  that  time  con- 
sisted of  Prof  J.  \V.  I^abcock,  ])rincipal.  Miss  Mary  H.  Mosher,  Miss  iMuina 
V.  Shattuck,  Miss  Amelia  S.  Cranston  and  Miss  Kmma  Mulkin,  assistants. 
T!ie  following  is  the  succession  of  principals  from  that  time  to  the  present  : 
Professors  Preston  K.  Pattison,  W.  H.  lieiiedict  and  A.  M.  Preston.  The 
present  board  of  education  are  C.  A.  Lanpliere,  president,  Charles  H.  Ster- 


Hanover. 


641 


ling,  S.  S.  Staring,  I.  D.  Rowley,  Ehner  Horton,  Bruce  L..P>ailey,  J.  J.  Dal- 
ryniple,  with  M.  E.  Farnsworth,  secretary.  The  present  faculty  consists  of 
Professor  J.  M.  McKee,  principal,  and  ten  assistants;  Willis  }\.  Goodhue, 
Gertrude  E.  Kelsey,  Hattie  Dalryniple,  Tibb  L.  vSniith,  Elizabeth  Dennison, 
Mary  B.  Weeks,  lielen  Christy,  Grace  r>rown,  Josephine  Hans(Mi,  Laura  Fair- 
child.  A  fine  apparatus  for  teaching  physics,  an  extensive  and  well  selected 
library,  an  attractive  and  helpful  museum,  are  among  the  equipments  of  this 
institution.  Nearly  500  pupils  have  been  enrolled  during  the  past  year,  and 
we  may  safely  say  that  it  was  never  more  prosperous  than  now,  as  the  fol- 
lowing brief  statement  will  show  :  Number  of  pupils  this  year  in  excess  of 
the  year  previous,  32,  excess  in  amount  of  tuition,  <ii6,  excc>s  in  contribu- 
tions to  the  literature  fund,  $89,  excess  of  papers  sent  to  the  Regents,  151, 
excess  in  certificates  taken,  :.6,  graduates  last  year,  5,  whole  number  44,  In 
all  the  other  schools  of  the  town,  some  of  them  cmplox  ing  two  teachers,  as  at 
Smith's  Mills  and  at  Irving,  there  is  evident  and  successful  aim  at  keeping 
step  with  the  improved  methods  of  teaching.  At  Irving  a  nev/  school  build- 
ing is  in  process  of  erection  to  cost  about  $4,000.  We  tliink  it  can  be  truly 
said  of  the  town  of  Hanover  that  it  is  fully  abreast  with  the  progress  of  edu- 
cational methods  which  characterize  these  modern  times. 

Thk  Ciu'RCHJcs. — The  early  history  of  the  churches-  in  the  town  of  Han- 
over lies  under  the  same  disadvantages  as  that  of  the  schools.  It  is  difficult 
in  many  cases,  and  in  some  impossible  to  get  reliable  facts.  Docmncnts  in 
numerous  instances  are  wanting;  the  memory  of  the  oldest  survivors  is  con- 
fused  and  uncertain  ;  but  we  think  that  the  facts  given  in  the  following 
pages  are  a  close  approximation  to  accuracy.  There  can  be  no  doubt  however 
as  to  the  importaucc  of  religion  as  a  coordinate  factor  with  the  school  in 
qualifying  our  people  for  their  duties  as  citizens.  "  Of  all  the  dispositions 
and  habits  which  lead  to  political  prosperity,  religion  and  morality  are  indis- 
pensable supports."  This  oft  quoted  sentence  from  Washington's  Farewell 
Address  commands  the  almost  universal  assent  of  our  people.  Viewed  simply 
in  relation  to  the  present  life,  it  may  be  justly  said  that  all  that  is  lofty  in 
our  patriotism,  all  that  is  solid  and  enduring  in  our  national  government,  all 
that  is  ele\-ating  and  chaste  in  our  literature,  all  tliat  is  great  and  inspiring 
in  our  enterprise,  all  that  is  beautiful  and  ])ure  in  our  domestic  life,  finds  its 
best  ally  and  support  in  religious  conviction  and  j^rinciple.  If  a  full  nara- 
tive  could  be  given  of  the  exertions  made  in  obedience  to  the  demands  of 
our  religious  nature,  amidst  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  the  pioneers,  it 
would  read  like  a  romance.  We  are  told  of  women  who  often  went  on  foot 
several  miles  to  meeting,  carrying  in  their  arms  an  infant  child,  and  of  oth- 
ers who  walked  barefoot  carrying  their  shoes  till  near  the  place  of  meeting, 
so  limited  were  their  resources,  so  fervid  their,  zeal.  On  special  occasions, 
men,  women  and  children,  would  gather  from  far  and  near,  on  foot,  on  horse- 


642 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


back,  in  farm  wagons,  ox  sleds  or  carts,  any  kind  of  rude  vehicle  that  could 
be  made  available,  in  such  numbers  that  the  ability  of  the  residents  at  the 
place  of  assembly  was  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  entertain  them,  some  taking 
five  or  ten  or  twenty  to  feed  and  care  for,,  and  in  one  instance  it  is  said  that 
a  man  took  forty  id)  entertain  during  a  meeting  of  two  or  three  days.  Great 
enthusiasm  prevailed.  The  emotional  element  had  free  play.  Shouts, 
aniens,  hallelujahs,  were,  especially  in  one  of  the  denominations,  a  common 
thing,  resulting  occasionalh'  in  what  was  called  the  power."  Regular 
meetings  weie  held  in  private  dwellings  and  sclioolhouses,  and  the  women 
sat  apart  from  the  men.  The  sermons  were  often  more  hortatory  than  logi- 
cal. Little  attention  was  paid  to  style.  Scriptural  quotations  abounded, 
sometimes  making  nearly  half  of  tlie  sermon.  Fervent  appeals  were  made  to 
the  heart  and  conscience,  and,  on  the  whole,  the  preaching  of  those  early 
days  must  be  pronounced  effective,  for  it  resulted  in  frequent  conversions  and 
warm  hearted  piety. 

It  appears  im[)ossible  to  say  with  absolute  certainty  who  preached  the 
first  gospel  sermun  in  the  town  of  Hanover.  It  seems  probable  that  it  was 
the  Rev.  John  vSpencer,  the  noted  missionary  sent  out  hy  the  missionary 
society  of  Connecticut  to  labor  on  the  Holland  Land  Purchase,  and  who  was 
in  their  service  from  1S07  for  19  years,  dying  in  what  was  then  the  town  of 
Hanover,  l)Ut  is  now  the  town  of  Sheridan  in  1826.  In  Young's  history  we 
find  him  thus  spoken  of:  His  dress  was  ancient,  knee  and  shoe  buckles, 
short  breeches  and  long  stockings,  a  dress  wiiich  at  that  period  attracted 
attention,  as  it  had  nearly  passed  out  of  date."  Another  says  that  "  during 
his  missionary  life,  he  uniformh'  wore  a  l)lack  coat  and  brown  corduroy 
small-clothes.  His  coat  was  of  strong,  but  rather  coarse  material,  and  alwa\  s 
of  the  same  cut."  Independent  in  thought  and  speech,  noted  for  his  wit, 
easiness  of  address,  plainness  of  manner,  large  fund  of  good  sense,  short  prac- 
tical sermons  (with  special  accent  on  the  last  words  of  a  sentence)  his  labors 
were  very  fruitful  in  churches  establisi^ed  and  his  memory  is  fragrant.  This 
distinguished  missionary  was  abundant  in  labors,  preaching  almost  every 
evening  wherever  he  could  get  two  are  three  families  together.  He  had 
only  a  common  school  education,  served  long  in  the  army  during  the  war  of 
revolution,  first  as  a  private  and  then  as  an  officer,  and  when  questioned 
al)out  his  education,  used  to  sa}'  that  he  was  educated  in  the  continental  army. 
The  following  is  a  specimen  of  one  of  his  many  apt  retorts.  A  minister  who 
once  heard  him  |)reach  said  to  him,  Mr.  Spencer,  I  heard  your  sermon,  it  is 
ver)-  able,  I  cannot  answer  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it."  I  am  sorry 
to  hear  you  say  so,''  said  Mr.  Spencer,  very  little  of  it  is  mine,  it  was  nearly 
all  of  it  taken  from  the  liible.''  Father  Spencer"  was  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery near  the  western  boundary  of  Sheridan,  along  the  line  of  the  public 
road  between  Silver  Creek  and  Fredonia.    A  monument  with  the  following 
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inscription  marks  his  grave  :  This  stone  is  consecrated  to  the  memory  of 
Rev.  John  Spencer,  many  years  a  missionary  of  tlic  Connecticut  missionary 
society.  He  was  the  first  gospel  minister  who  traversed  the  wilderness,  then 
called  the  Holland  Purchase,  and  was  the  instrument  under  God  in  forming 
most  of  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  churches  which  existed  in  this 
region  when  he  rested  from  his  labors — 1826.  He  trod  a  useful  but  laborious 
path  to  immortality,  in  the  ardent  and  unremitted  exercise  of  doing  good. 
The  association  of  Western  New  York,  grateful  to  his  memory,  have  erected 
this  monument,  hoping  that  it  may  prompt  the  beholder  to  imitate  his  self- 
denying  labors — 183.8." 

It  should  also  l)e  noticed  that  the  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow,  on  his  comet- 
like orbit,  passed  through  Hanover  on  his  preaching  tours,  in  these  early 
years.  I  remember  well  hearing  my  father  speak  of  him  as  preaching  from 
a  stump  in  the  clearings  of  what  is  now  the  village  of  Silver  Creek,  and  at 
the  close  of  his  service  leaving  an  appointment  for  another  meeting,  a  year 
or  more  in  the  future,  and  fulfilling  such  appointment  on  the  exact  day  and 
hour  named.  Neither  should  the  Rev.  Joy  Handy  go  immentioned  among 
the  early  preachers  who  held  occasional  services  in  Hanover.  His  exemplary 
life  was  such  that  the  people  used  to  say  that  'Mt  was  a  sermon  to  see  him 
walk  the  streets."  He  was  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Fredonia. 

Nashville  is  believed  to  have  had  the  first  church  organization  in  our 
town,  bearing  the  title  The  First  Hanover  .  Baptist  Church,  Nashville." 
This  church  was  established  probably  in  1811,  the  Rev.  Joy  Handy  being  its 
founder.  The  following  eleven  persons  were  the  original  members  :  Deacon 
Joseph  Brownell  and  wife.  Deacon  Salmon  Munger  and  wife,  Uriah  Nash 
and  wife,  John  Huntley  and  wife,  James  B.  Knapp,  Darius  Sayles  and  Anna 
Morehouse.  Their  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1851,  and  having  been 
several  tinics  repaired  is  in  good  condition  still.  Rev.  Joy  Handy  was  one 
of  several  ministers  who  supplied  the  church  until  181 7,  when  Rev.  Elna- 
than  Finch  was  pastor  until  1827.  After  that  date,  the  following  persons 
are  named  as  having  ministered  to  this  church  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  : 
Revs.  Elisha  Hill,  James  Bennet,  William  Williams,  John  Carter,  J.  C.  Alli- 
son, K.  M.  Nye,  J.  C.  Allison,  (2d  time)  11.  H.  Herrick,  Iv  M.  Nye,  (2d  time) 
J.  C.  Allison,  (3d  time)  F.  K.  Miller,  H.  H.  Herrick,  (2(1  time)  T.  T.  Horton, 
D.  E.  Burt,  H.  A.  Wilcox,  J.  H.  Miller,  the  present  pastor.  John  S.  Bcttis 
who  has  for  many  years  held  the  ofHce  is  the  present  church  clerk.  The 
Sabbath-school,  which  is  a  union  school,  numbers  about  forty.  This  pioneer 
church,  having  more  than  four  score  years  of  history  behind  it,  with  a  good 
house  of  worship,  with  a  church  membership  of  forty,  under  the  leadership 
of  its  present  pastor,  is  still  holding  up  in  that  corner  of  our  town  the  banner 
of  the  cross. 
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The  Baptist  Church  at  Forestville  was  next  in  the  order  of  organization, 
being  established  in  i8i 7  with  thirty  members.  Their  names  are  Christo- 
pher McManiis,  Prudence  McManns,  Clement  Strong,  Abigail  Strong,  Asher 
Cooley,  Polly  Cooley,  Samuel  R.  Burdick,  Dorothy  Burdick,  Martin  B. 
Tubl)s,  Laura  Tubbs,  Betsey  Wdterhouse,  Anna  Plolbrook,  Abigail  Snow, 
Dauiel  P\arnliaui,  Williaui  Heaton,  Loana  Russell,  James  Bennett,  Hannah 
P^llis,  Tabilha  Alden,  Joseph  Devine,  Lucinda  Pierce,  Samson  Trask,  Lorena 
Morrison,  Haunah  Danlcy,  Loana  Griswold,  Barbara  Lewis,  Elijah  Devine, 
Nathan  Mixer,  Rhoda  Mixer  and  Hlnathan  Ellis.  A  council  was  held  Dec. 
13,  1817,  recognizing  and  approving  the  new  organization.  Such  were  the 
straitened  circumstances  of  the  people,  that  at  first  the  church  was  served  at 
a  merely  nominal  salary  of  $50  a  year,  and  that  not  in  cash,  but  largely  in 
produce.  Several  years  elapsed  before  the  salary  reached  $300,  but  gradu- 
ally increasiug,  it  culminated  about  a  score  of  years  ago  with  the  generous 
sum  of  about  $1,200.  The  Rev.  James  Bennett  was  the  first  ordained  minister 
of  this  church.  Their  first  church  building,  being  the  first  church  edifice  in 
Forestville,  was  dedicated  in  1825.    In  1859  destroyed  by  fire,  but 

replaced  in  1861,  011  the  same  site,  by  the  present  fine  edifice  of  brick  at  a 
cost  of  $4,000.  Xot  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church  is  living, 
though  there  were  connected  with  it  for  more  than  a  half  century,  Nathan 
Mixer  and  his  wife,  and  Laura  Tubbs  Willoughby — Nathan  Mixer,  that  pil- 
lar of  the  church,  whose  early  motto  is  thus  given  :  Let  the  cause  of  Zion 
be  first,  esta1)lish  and  make  it  our  chief  joy."  The  present  membership  of 
the  church  is  226,  with  235  enrolled  members  in  the  Sunday  school.  The 
church  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  has  for  its  pastor  Rev.  J.  H.  Miller. 

The  MetJiodist  Episcopal  CJnirch  of  Forestville  was  organized  in  1829, 
the  Rev.  J.  Gilmore  being  their  minister.  A  class  had  been  formed  as  far 
back  as  1812  by  Rev.  Benjauiin  Paddock,  and  a  first  quarterly  meeting  held 
in  Samuel  Johnson's  barn  probably  in  1816.  The  first  Methodist  church 
edifice  in  Forestville  was  built  in  1826.  This  was  a  small,  plain  building, 
costing  little  more  than  $500,  yet  at  that  time  even  this  sum  was  ■  felt  as  a 
heavy  burden.  About  one  year  after  it  was  dedicated  this  building  was  des- 
troyed by  fire, — a  spark  lighting  among  some  shavings  under  the  house, 
blown  from  a  brand  which  the  sexton  was  carrying  to  kindle  the  fire  for 
morning  worsliip.  In  1834  a  second  church  building  was  erected  with  gal- 
leries on  three  sides,  and  a  pulpit  aljout  half  way  between  floor  and  ceiling. 
As  an  indication  of  the  prejudice  then  felt  against  the  use  of  musical  instru- 
ments in  church  worship,  I  cpiote  this  sentence  from  the  dedicatory  prayer  : 
"  All  the  instruments  of  music  which  we  dedicate  to  Thee  are  thtrse  voices 
Thou  hath  given  us."  This  church  building  served  the  society  for  28  years, 
when  it  was  superseded  by  the  present  substantial  and  commodious  edifice  of 
brick,  at  a  cost  of  about  $4,400.    PVom  a  small  class  of  only  seven  in  the  begin- 
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iiinjX,  consistiiij^  of  William  McClcnatluin  and  wilV,  Samuel  Jolinson  and  wife, 
Daniid  I*arnliam  and  wilV,  and  anotluT  nol  named,  llii^  chnrrh  lias  }.;j(>\vn  and 
prospered  until  it  now  numbers  146  in  its  membership  and  160  in  its  vSabliath 
school.  Rev.  A.  H.  Phillips  is  its  present  pastor.  A  revival  is  now  in  ]>roj^- 
ress  in  Forestville  which  will  add  considerably  to  the  membershij)  of  the 
churches  as  given  above. 

The  Prcsbytcnaii  CJutrcJi  of  Silver  Ore/xwas  organized  (October  2S,  1831, 
by  Rev.  Blackleach  Gray  and  Rev.  Timotliy  vStillman,  a  committee  of  Buf- 
falo Presbytery  for  this  purpose.  It  had  thirteen  original  members  :  Daniel 
Rumsey,  D.,  Ephriam  Hall,  David  Ajiderson,  John  Reid,  James  P>race, 
i\Irs.  Unicy  Rumsey,  Mrs.  Phebe  Farnham,  Margaret  Xevins,  Margaret  Hall, 
Hannah  Sproul,  Lucy  Holt,  Mrs.  Polly  Prentiss,  and  Adelia  Mixer,  most  of 
whom  are  put  down  in  the  record  aS'  coming  from  the  Congregational 
church  of  Hanover,  now  extinct.  This  Congregational  church  just  named 
was  probably  the  church  of  which  Hotchkin's  History  of  Western  New  York, 
under  the  head  Hanover,  speaks  as  follows :  "This  church  was  received 
under  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Buffalo  Feb.  12,  1822.  It  was  reported  by  the 
Presbytery  as  vacant  till  1830,  when  it  was  reported  for  the  last  time.  Fif- 
teen was  the  only  number  of  members  ever  reported  as  belonging  to  it." 
Within  about  three  months  the  following  members  were  added  to  the  new 
church  :  Mrs.  Nancy  Gage,  Tamar  Campbell,  Elizabeth  Case,  Clarissa  Plall, 
and  William  Hall,  by  letter,  and  Miss  Persis  Gage  on  profession,  and  the 
church  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  Daniel 
Rumsey,  David  Anderson  and  Ephriam  Hall  were  the  first  elders,  David 
Anderson  being  also  chosen  to  the  office  of  deacon,  and  Daniel  Rumsey  to 
the  ofBce  of  clerk.  Rev.  Abiel  Parmalee  ministered  to  this  church  a  short 
time  before  its  organization,  but  Rev.  O.  C.  Bcardsley  was  its  first  pastor,  con- 
tinuing nearly  fourteen  years.  For  the  first  year,  1832,  Mr.  Beardsley  divided 
his  time  between  Silver  Creek  and  Forestville.  The  services  in  Silver  Creek 
were  held  in  a  schoolhouse.  In  the  summer  of  1833  a  "  protracted  meeting  " 
was  held  in  a  barn  belonging  to  Oliver  Lee.  Dr.  Orton,  tlie  well-known  and 
judicious  revivalist,  who  did  so  much  to  build  up  the  rliurches  through- 
out this  region,  did  most  of  the  preaching,  Cn)\v<K  attended ;  great 
solemnity  prevailed,  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  was  bestowed,  and  there  were 
about  thirty  conversions.  Before  the  meeting  closed,  the  barn  being  needed 
for  the  storing  of  hay,  services  were  held  for  a  little  season  in  the  grove  on 
Oak  Hill.  The  next  year  a  plain  wooden  building  without  spire  was 
erected,  and  soon  became  the  scene  of  revival  in  which  the  pastor  was  aided 
by  Rev.  William  Waith.  The  church  received  a  fresh  accession  of  strength. 
A  better  house  must  be  had,  and  the  present  sanctuary  was  built,  Dr.  Jere- 
miah Ellsworth  laying  the  corner  stone,  and  Oliver  Lee  putting  in  a  bell,  the 
first  ever  lieard  in  this  region.    The  dedication  service  was  held  December  9, 
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1 84 1,  Dr.  Jolin  C.  Lord,  of  Buffalo,  preaching  the  sermon.  There  again  in 
this  new  house  a  revival  soon  occurred  in  which  the  pastor  was  aided  by  Dr. 
Orton  of  blessed  memory,  and  which  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  A.  G.  Dow, 
now  of  Randolph,  Geo.  W.  Tew,  Esq.,  and  many  others.  This  edifice  has 
been  twice  remodeled,  the  last  time  in  i8cS5,  when  about  $10,000  was 
expended,  providing  rooms  for  Sabbath  school,  prayer  meeting,  church  par- 
lors, etc.,  making  the  audience  room  a  gem  for  beauty.  The  church  was 
rededicated  February  26,  18S5,  Dr.  Chester,  of  Buffalo,  who  had  once  supplied 
the  church  for  a  time,  preaching  the  sermon.  Rev.  Albert  Bigelow,  a  former 
pastor,  and  Rev.  William  Waith,  son  of  a  former  pastor,  assisting  in  the  ser- 
vices. The  following  is  the  succession  of  ministers  since  Mr.  Bcardsley  : 
Revd's.  William  Waith,  Stewart  Sheldon,  A.  H.  Lilly,  F.  W.  Flint,  Albert 
Bigelow,  Chas.  W.  Wood,  P.  H.  Burghardt,  Chalon  Burgess,  and  E.  M.  vSharp, 
one  of  whom,  Mr.  Burgess,  served  rlie  church  for  more  than  fifteen  years,  and 
during  his  pastorate  revivals  occurred  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  44 
members  to  the  church  at  one  time,  and  of  59  at  another — the  latter  after 
meetings  held  by  the  evangelist  Rev.  E.  I'^.  Davidson — these  being  the  larg- 
est accessions  at  an\'  one  time  in  the  history  of  the  churcli.  Nearly  as  large 
an  accession  as  tliat  first  named  occurred  i.nder  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Lilly. 
There  is  a  board  of  six  elders  and  an  e(pial  number  of  trustees.  The  vSabbath 
school  has  on  its  roll  230  members,  and  in  j)lace  of  the  original  thirteen,  the 
number  of  members  on  the  roll  of  the  church  at  the  close  of  the  last  pastor- 
ate was  237.  In  the  spring  of  1891  Rev.  E.  M.  Sharp  succeeded  to  the  care 
of  the  church  and  his  acceptable  labors  continue. 

Next  in  order  of  organization  are  the  two  churches  at  Irving,  Baptist  and 
Methodist,  both  organized  in  1S36,  and  both  bujlt  church  edifices  the  following 
year,  1837.  The  constituent  members  of  the  Baptist  church  were  Cephas 
R.  Leland,  Luther  Heaton,  Asael  Hall,  Sylvester  Andrus,  David  Woodbury, 
Joel  W.  Nye,  (Rev).  David  Gardner  and  wife,  William  Negus  and  wife, 
Charles  Stebbins  and  wife,  Wesley  Stebbins  and  wife,  Henry  Gardner  and 
wife,  Dea.  Alanson  Tower  and  wife,  Henry  Gardner,  Jr.,  Obadiah  Edmunds. 
This  church  was  disbanded  in  1858,  and  the  edifice  was  sold,  and  is  now 
iised  for  secular  purposes. 

A  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  with  the  following  mem- 
bers :  John  Mack  and  wife,  Abner  Coney  and  wife,  Mr.  West  and  wife,  Mr. 
Allen  and  wife,  Mrs.  Marcia  Barr,  Solon  Hall.  M.  E.  services  have  been 
maintained  with  little  interruption  until  recently.  The  number  in  church 
membership  at  tlie  present  time  is  fifteen. 

At  Irving,  for  several  months,  Episcopal  services  have  been  maintained 
by  lay  readers  in  the  M.  E.  church  edifice  every  Sabbath  morning,  under  an 
organization  called  St.  Andrew's  Mission.  The  number  of  members  in  the 
organization  was  six  at  first,  now  about  nine  or  ten.    In  the  same  house 
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every  Sabbatli  evening  a  Presbyterian  service  is  held  by  Rev.  George  Run- 
cinian  of  the  Cattarangus  Indian  Mission. 

The  organization  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Silver  Creek  is 
put  down  by  the  authorities  as  occuring  in  the  year  1837,  though  a  class 
had  existed  many  years  before.  According  to  Gregg's' History  of  Methodism, 
Rev.  Lemuel  Lane,  while  laboring  on  the  Chautauqua  circuity  formed  a  class 
at  Silver  Creek  in  the  year  181 2,  consisting  of  Artemus  Clothier  and  wife, 
Norman  Spink  and  wife,  and  a  few  others.  Young's  history  of  our  county 
gives  the  date  181 9,  and  mentions  the  same  persons  with  the  addition  of 
Lyscom  Mixer  and  wife,  and  says  that  soon  after  the  following  persons  were 
added:  Giles  Eggleston  and  wife,  James  Wesley  and  wife,  Emily  Xevins, 
Leonard  IMcDaniels  and  others.  This  latter  statement  may  ])er]iaps  be  har- 
monized with  the  former  by  supposing  it  refers  to  a  reorganization  of  the 
former  class.  The  name  of  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Baker  is  given  as  the  minister  at 
the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  church.  The  first  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  1S48,  improved  and  re])aired  in  1874.  An  entirely  new  edifice 
was  finished  and  dedicated  in  i8S(;,  at  a  cosl  of  ai)out  ,<S,(){^o,  tlie  iioU-d  Rev. 
Dr.  Ives  preaching  the  sermon.  This  is  a  fine  l)uil(liiig,  has  a  large  audience 
room  very  neat  and  tasteful  in  decoration,  with  prayer  meeling,  sabbath 
school  rooms,  and  all  the  other  conveniences  which  these  times  demand. 
Among  the  early  preachers  of  this  church  were  RevVls,  Hill,  Hunter,  Rogers, 

G.  Fillmore,  N.  Norton,  S.  Sullivan,  Thos.  Cummings,  John  Robinson  ; 
among  the  later,  Reno,  E.  H.  Yingling,  \Vm.  P.  I»ignall,  Geo.  W.  Gray,  Wm. 

H.  Wilson,  Jas.  M.  Bray,  M.  Smith,  H.  H.  Moore,  Geo.  J.  Squier,  E.  K. 
Creed,  Geo.  Moore,  J.  H.  Herron,  D.  D,,  R.  N.  Stubbs.  I-^roni  small  begin- 
nings this  church  has  grown  until  its  present  membership  is  1S6,  with  a  sab- 
bath-school of  178  on  the  roll.    .The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  H.  Bates. 

Probably  the  next  in  order  of  organization  was  the  Episcopal  church  of 
Forestville.  The  first  regular  Ei)isc()])al  services  were  held  in  Porest- 
ville  b)'  Rev.  Cieorge  Porter,  who  olfieiated  tliere  in  conneeliun  with  Trinity 
church,  Fredonia,  in  1830.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Lucius  Smith, 
rector  of  Trinity  church  Fredonia,  under  whom  the  church  was  organized. 
The  church  edifice  was  built  in  1859-60,  being  consecrated  May  30,  i860. 
The  Sunday  school  membership  is  about  twenty.  The  present  number  of 
church  members  is  28.    Rev.  i\Ir.  Rafter  of  Dunkirk  is  the  present  rector. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  XasJiz'iUe  was  organized  in  1850,  with 
thirty  original  members.  The  minister  at  that  time  was  the  Rev.  James  E. 
Chapin.  They  have  a  church  edifice,  erected  in  1851,  which  is  in  good 
repair.  The  Sabbath  school  is  a  union  school,  numbering  about  forty.  The 
church  membership  is  fifteen.    Present  pastor  Rev.  William  Calhoun. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Smith's  Mills  dates  its  organization  in 
1853,  ^^^^^  16  members.    Their  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1886  under  the 
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leadership  of  Rev.  Geo.  J.  Squier,  and  is  called  "the  Emory  Gage  Chapel." 
The  Sabbath  school  has  an  enrolled  membership  of  forty,  and  the  church 
membership  is  18.    The  Rev.  A.  B.  Phillips  of  Forestville  is  the  minister. 

Next  in  order  of  time  is  the  JIanoi'cr  Center  JUiptist  CJiurcJi^  the  date 
1855.  The  number  of  orij^inal  members  was  33,  viz  :  Alanson  Tower,  Diana 
Tower,  Austin  Watrons,  Aslibel  Watrons,vSally  Watrons,  Ann  Watrons,  Charles 
vStcbbins,  Seth  Record,  Ellida  Record,  William  :\Iark,  :\Iartha  Mark,  Caroline 
Johnson,  Louis  Wood,  Minerva  Underwood,  John  M.  ]5arclay,  Rhoda  Bar- 
cla\-,  Julia  W  Ani;ell,  vStL'])]icn  Iv'iton,  Drusilla  Conian,  Lucy  Brown,  Nancy 
Bliss,  Alonzo  Frink  (Rev).,  Charlotte  Frink,  David  Gardner,  Timothy  Gid- 
ley,  a  Rath])one,  Abigail  Graves,  Lucetta  Howard,  Avis  Hudson,  and  a 
Huyck.  The  present  church  membership  is  44.  The  Sabbath  school  is  a 
union  school  au.d  has  on  its  roll  about  sixty,  average  attendance  about  33. 
Their  church  edifice  has  been  repaired  by  joint  efforts  of  the  Baptists  and 
.Methodists  and  is  now  occu]:>ied  by  both  societies.  Rev.  Alexander  Watt  of 
Silver  Creek  is  the  present  pastor. 

TJie  MetJiodist  CJiurcJi  of  IIiDiover  Ov//<:'r  dates  from  i860,  with  about  30 
constituent  members,  among  whom  the  names  Cockburn,  Birdsey,  Plorton 
are  |)rominent.  The  minister  at  the  time  of  organization  was  the  Rev.  Wil* 
liani  P.  Bignell,  then  having  charge  of  the  ]\L  E.  church  at  Silver  Creek. 
Their  serv  ices  are  -held  in  the  house  of  worship  owned  by  the  Baptists,  and 
their  SablxUh  school  is  held  in  union  with  them.  At  the  present  time  the 
church  numbers  about  thirty,  and  is  under  the  pastoral  care  of  tlie  Rev.  J. 
H.  Bates  of  the  Silver  Creek  M.  E.  church. 

Next  in  order  of  time  is  the  organization  at  Forestville  of  the  Catholic 
ChiircJi,  date  1873,  with  90  members,  under  the  care  at  first  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Angell.  The  Sabbath  school  numbers  12,  the  present  church  membership 
90.    They  ha\-e  a  church  and  are  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cassimer. 

In  1877  a  I-rce  MetJiodist  CJinrch  was  organized  at  P'^or estville  with  14 
constituent  mcuibers,  and  Rev.  J.  Ches])ro  was  their  minister.  Their  church 
building  was  erected  in  iSSo.  They  have  a  Sabbath  school  numbering  25. 
The  present  church  membership  is  33.    Rev.  J.  J.  Thompson  is  tlieir  pastor. 

At  vSilver  Creek  a  (ienfioi/  MetJiodist  CJntreJi  was  formed  in  1880,  with 
nine  memV)ers.  A  cliurcli  edifice  was  built  in  1883.  Their  first  minister  was 
the  Rev.  William  Sliluetter.  The\' have  a  Sabbath  school  of  12,  tlieir  church 
membership  is  now  fourteen,  and  their  })resent  pastor  is  the  Rev.  John  Hagen. 

A  CatJioJic  CJiiireJi  was  formed  at  vSilver  Creek  in  1882,  with  ]8  members. 
They  have  a  church  edifice  which  was  dedicated  in  1883.  Tlieir  minister 
at  the  time  was  Rev.  Geo.  Burnes.  Their  Sabl^ath  school  numbers  25,  and 
their  clnuch  membershiv>  is  40.   The  Rev.  James  McCarthy  is  now  in  charge. 

Marcli  18,  18S3,  there  was  establislied  at  Silver  Creek,  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Sieck,     TJie  First  Ger))ian  Evtuio^elieat  LutJierau  CJiiireJiy    There  were  40 
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oritJ^ina]  nieinbers.  Their  first  minister  was  Rev.  W.  Broeclier.  They  have 
a  Sabbatli  scliool  of  40,  and  a  eliurch  nienibersliip  of  132.  Their  churcli 
edifice  was  dedicated  An<;nst  12,  1883.    Tlie  pastor  is  Rev.  F.  P>.  Arnold. 

A  Scay/id  Liif/icran  Churchy  taking  tlie  name  of  Tlie  Evangelical  Zion's 
Churcli,"  came  off  from  the  above  in  the  year  1S90,  and  now  worships  in 
the  building  owned  and  used  by  the  Baptists.  The  original  members  were 
12  ;  the  present  membership  is  18.  The  minister  at  the  time  of  organiza- 
tion was  Rev.  Aug.  Goetz  ;  the  churcli  is  in  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Loer. 

A  Baptist  C/iiur/i  was  organized  at  vSilver  Creek  in  1890,  with  12  mem- 
bers :  Cornelia  Brown,  Dora  Cook,  Lucinda  Dickinson,  Lucy  A.  Erb,  Tina 
Fox,  J.  H.  Jones,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jones,  Kate  Knight,  Agnes  McXamara,  William 
Noble,  A.  Vi.  Miller,  Josephine  Rogerson.  The  present  church  membership 
numbers  25,  and  the  Sabbath  school  from  25  to  35.  This  church  has  fitted 
up  the  former  schoolhouse  and  use  it  for  their  services.  Their  first  minis- 
ter was  the  Rev.  Arden  B.  Miller,  who  has  been  succeeded  by  the  j^resent 
pastor.  Rev.  Alexander  Watt. 

Afi  Episcopnl  Church  was  formed  at  Silver  Creek,  Oct.  19,  1891,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock  of  Buffalo,  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  with 
four  members :  H.  A.  Weston,  Ivlrs.  Lucy  Mulkin,  Mrs.  Arthur  Brown,  and 
one  other.  This  Episcopal  mission  was  inaugurated  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Layman's  Missionary  League,"  and  services  have  been  maintained 
largely  by  lay  readers  from  Buffalo,  with  occasional  visits  from  clergymen. 
It  takes  the  title  of  "  St.  Alban's  IMission."  Their  church  edifice  was  conse- 
crated March  26,  1893.  The  number  in  the  Sabbath  school  is  25,  and  the 
number  of  communicants  26.  This  church  is  now  ministered  toby  the  Rev, 
K.  C.  Bennett,  general  missionary  of  the  deanery  of  Buffalo. 

Besides  the  schools  and  churches  various  other  organizations  promotive 
of  intellectual  and  moral  improvement,  exist  in  our  town,  such  as  that  of  the 
C.  L.  S.  C,  which  has  many  graduates,  the  Shakespeare  Club,  the  Literary 
Union,  the  Town  Anti-License  Club,  and  six  local  unions  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 

By  the  foregoing  sketch  we  find  that  there  are  16  schools  and  20  churches 
in  successful  work' among  our  people.  About  one-third  of  tlie  population  of 
the  town  is  enrolled  in  these  churches,  and  about  one-quarter  in  the  Sabbath 
schools.  The  entire  cost  of  supporting  these  schools  and  churches  is  indeed 
considerable,  yet  no  money  expended  yields  such  valuable  returns.  On  these 
two  pillars  rests  the  safety  of  society  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  our 
commonwealth. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

KKV.  CIIALQN  BURGKaS. 

Rev.  Chalon  Burgess^  for  iiiauy  years  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  cliurch 
of  Silver  Creek,  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  and  Mary  (Tyler)  Burgess,  and  was 
born  at  Silver  Creek,  in  the  town  of  Hanover,  June  24,  1817.  The  Burgess 
family  of  America,  trace  their  lineage  through  Thomas  Burgess,  who  was 
one  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  who  came  over  in  1630  and  settled  at  Sandwich 
on  Cape  Cod,  Massachusetts.  Cue  of  his  descendants  was  Dr.  Jacob  Burgess, 
who  was  a  native  of  Lanes])oro,  lierkshire  county,  Mass.,  where  he  read  med- 
icine, and  from  tlicrc  he  came  to  Silver  Creek  in  iSii.  He  was  the  first 
physician  of  Silver  Creek  and  his  field  of  practice  was  not  confined  within 
the  liuiits  uf  the  cuuuty,  while  in  mauy  instances  he  luad  no  road  and  trav- 
elled tlirough  the  load  by  Idazed  trees.  He  also  practiced  among  the  Indians, 
and  after  fort)'  years  of  continuous  ])ractice,  died  at  Silver  Creek,  April  15, 
1855,  aged  eight)'  \'ears.  He  was  a  liberal  democrat  and  a  well  informed  man, 
who  kept  acquainted  with  all  scientific  matters  and  pursuits. 

Chalon  Burgess  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Silver  Creek,  after  which  he  attended  Fredonia  academy  and  then  entered 
Hamilton  college,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1844.  After  graduation, 
he  was  employed  for  nin.e  months  in  teaching  one  of  the  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  became  principal  of  the  schools  of 
Nunda,  in  Livingston  county,  which  position  he  held  for  eighteen  months. 
He  tlieu  entered  the  theological  seminary  at  Auburn,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1849  and  innnediately  commenced  ministerial  labors.  On 
account  of  ill  health  he  declined  some  important  work  offered  him  and 
assumed  charge  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Little  Valley,  where  his 
ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  eleven  years.  From  Little  Valley  he  was 
called  to  the  Presb)'terian  church  of  Paiuima,  over  which  his  pastorate 
extended  for  fifteen  years,  lacking  three  months.  While  there  he  also  had 
charge  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Ashville  for  five  years.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Silver  Creek,  with 
which  he  faithfully  labored  until  his  resignation.  May  i,  1891.  During  his 
efficient  pastorate  the  church  increased  from  a  membership  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  to  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

June  2,  1853,  Rev.  Mr.  Burgess  married  Emma  J.,  daughter  of  Rev., 
Charles  Johnston,  of  Ovid,  Seneca  county.  New  York.    They  have  had  six. 
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children,  two  of  wlioin  died  in  infancy.  Charles  Jacob,  died  of  pnennionia, 
just  as  he  was  about  ready  to  enter  college  ;  Edward  S.,  professor  of  Botany 
and  Natural  Sciences  in  the  Washington  City  high  school  ;  Theodore  C, 
professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  in  Fredonia  Normal  school  ;  and  Sarah  Julia, 
who  upon  completing  the  four  year's  course  of  study  in  Wellesley  college, 
received  June  19,  1894,  the  degree  of  B.  A.  from  that  institution. 

Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  is  a  fine  scholar,  a  logical  and  pleasing  speaker,  a 
courteous  gentleman  and  a  decided  i^rohibitionist.  He  is  the  author  of  sev- 
eral published  sermons,  one  of  which  was  delivered  on  the  death  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  told  with  power  and  pathos  the  story  of  the  martyr,  whose 
achievements  and  tragic  death  have  made  a  figure  never  equaled  in  history. 

From  the  Xcic  York  E-i.'a}igclist  we  quote  :  "  I>ufralo  Presbytery  has  fur- 
nished two  striking  exceptions  to  the  ])roverb  *  A  prophet  is  not  without 
honor,  save  in  his  own  country  and  in  his  own  house.'  The  exceptions  are 
the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Grosvenor  \V.  Heacock,  who,  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo, 
became  one  of  the  most  honored  and  beloved  ministers  the  city  ever  had, 
and  the  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess,  who,  born  and  reared  in  Silver  Creek,  had  just 
closed  in  tliat  village  a  most  useful  and  honorable  pastorate.'" 

From  the  local  paper:  After  forty  \'ears  of  service  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard, he  seeks  retirement  in  a  community  which  honors  and  respects  him  as 
a  profound  scholar,  a  keen  thinker,  an  upriglit  Christian,  a  citizen  of  whom 
all  are  proud." 

HON.  DANIKL  SHKRMAN. 

Hon.  Daniel  Sherman^  the  present  surrogate,  is  one  of  Chautauqua's  hon- 
ored sons,  as  he  was  born  in  Busti,  November  29,  1821,  son  of  Daniel  and 
and  Eunice  (Clark)  Sherman.  His  father  was  the  first  supervisor  of 
Busti,  sheriff  from  1828  to  1832,  and  a  corporator  and  director  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Bank.  Judge  Sherman  was  educated  at  Jamestown  and  Fre- 
donia academies  and  Burr  Seminary  in  Vermont,  studied  law  with  Hazeltine 
&  Warren  at  Jamestown,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  July  4,  1848.  He 
was  in  active  practice  until  1882  when  he  was  elected  surrogate,  and,  by 
reelection,  yet  holds  the  office.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  important 
and  responsible  positions  with  marked  fidelity  and  ability.  He  was  district 
attorney  from  1851  to  1854,  then  for  12  years  attorney  for  the  Seneca  Indians, 
and  later  U.  S.  agent  for  the  Six  Nations  in  this  state.  While  attorney  for 
the  Senecas  he  vSecured  a  reversal  of  the  decisions  of  the  lower  courts  in  the 
court  of  appeals,  thereby  affirming  a  boundary  of  the  Cattaraugus  reservation 
contested  for  many  years.  He  also  acquired  in  the  same  court  title  for 
the  Seneca  Indians  to  the  Oil  Spring  reservation,  which,  although  conceded, 
had  been  omitted  from  the  articles  of  the  Big  Tree  treaty  of  1798,  and  passed 
to  the  Holland  Land  Company.  (See  page  139).    He  has  been  conspicuous 
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in  aidiii'i^  the  cause  of  education,  and  was  active  in  securing  the  passage  of  a 
law  making  an  annual  appropriation  of  $125,000  to  the  academies  of  the 
state.  He  was  ]H-oniinent  in  founding  Forestville  Free  Academy,  that  excel- 
lent early  institution  of  learning,  and  was  president  of  its  board  of  trustees 
for  20  years.  He  takes  interest  in  all  things  that  do  credit  to  his  native 
county  and  has  been  a  power  in  many  spheres  of  activity.  He  was  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  Chautauqua  vSociety  of  History  and  Natural  Science, 
and  his  paper  on  ''The  Six  Nation read  before  that  body,  and  largely 
embodied  in  our  general  history,  i^  an  able,  exhaustive  and  authoritative 
historical  sketch. 

Judge  Sherman  married,  April  28,  1852,  ]Mary,  daughter  of  William  Col- 
vill,  Jr.,  (a  Scotchman  who  came  to  Forestville  in  1820  and  married  IMary 
Love),  and  has  made  his  home  in  Forestville.  Their  children  were  Daniel, 
Elizabeth,  (dec).,  IMary,  (dec).,  William  and  Julia  D.  Judge  Sherman  is  dis- 
tinguished for  courteous  and  gentlemanly  bearing  and  unostentatious  and 
unassuming  manners.  His  strict  integrity,  frank  courtesy  and  sterling 
worth  have  given  him  many  and  stauncli  friends. 

WILLIAM  WALLACK  HUNTLEY. 

The  man  who  best  represents  the  American  idea,  the  man  who  is  of  the 
most  value  to  the  community  and  the  state,  is  the  one  who  gives  support  to 
nvnnerous  families  by  the  employment  which  he  furnishes  them  in  construct- 
ing the  machinery  that  his  fertile  brain  has  originated.  We  find  this  class 
of  men  leading  and  representative  citizens  in  all  of  our  industrial  centers, 
and  foremost  in  all  matters  of  public  interest.  One  who  fittingly  stands  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  men  of  this  character  in  this  county  is  William  Wal- 
lace Huntley  of  Silver  Creek,  son  of  Charles  and  Polly  (Davison)  Huntley. 
Tlie  record  of  his  life  is  worth  preserving  in  connection  with  the  history  of 
the  manufacturing  works  which  his  skill  as  inventor,  ability  as  manufac- 
turer, and  success  in  business  has  developed  in  this  village.  He  was  born 
February  5,  1831,  in  Hanover,  onh'  a  mile  from  his  present  home.  He  des- 
cends from  that  best  of  all  stocks — sturdy  New  Ivngland  ancestry  ;  his  j)ater- 
nal  grandfather,  Seth  Huntle\',  being  a  native  and  long-time  resident  of  New- 
Haven,  ConuL-clicut.  Here,  Seth  Huntley's  son,  Charles  Huntley,  was  born 
in  1808,  and  liere  he  learned  the  shipbuilder's  trade.  He  came  to  Silver 
Creek  in  1829,  followed  shipbuilding  in  many  of  its  departments,  married 
Polly,  daughter  of  Henry  Davison,  a  farmer  near  Silver  Creek,  who  came  of 
patriotic  stock.  Her  great-grandfather  Colonel  Daniel  Davison  was  one  of 
Ethan  Allen's Crreen  Mountain  lioys,"  a  colonel  of  the  W^rmont  Militia 
and  a  continental  soldier  of  undaunted  bravery.'' 

*A  larj;c  pair  of  iron  stctlyar.K  captured  by  him  at  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  surrcmler  is  a  valuable  heir- 
loom now  owned  by  Mr.  Iliint'ey. 
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Seth  Huntley  moved  from  New  Haven  to  Michigan,  and  later  to  lowa^ 
where  he  died  in  i860.  Charles  Huntley  was  a  quiet,  industrious  man  of 
mechanical  skill,  and  possessed  inventive  ability,  but  had  not  the  qualities 
to  win  fortune.  He  continued  boat  and  ship  building  at  Silver  Creek  until 
1855,  when  he  removed  to  Sheboygan,  Wis.  In  1865  ^'^'^^  ^^'^^  Wil- 
liam W.  purchased  a  farm  in  Michigan  for  his  residence,  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death  in  1890. 

W.  W.  Huntley  acquired  strong  health  in  chi'dhood  on  his  grandfather's 
farm,  and  during  youth  in  the  rough  labors  incident  to  life  on  the  lakes  and 
in  the  ship  yards  ;  this  has  been  of  good  service  to  him  in  his  mature  life. 
He  early  developed  mechanical  tastes,  and  the  evolution  of  some  difficult 
problem  in  mechanics  was  a  delight  to  him.  It  mattered  little  where  this 
skill  was  exercised,  in  carriage  building,  in  the  erection  of  houses,  l^ridges  or 
mills,  anywhere  he  was  happy  if  he  could  create  something  with  tools.  And 
yet  a  sailor's  life  had  a  fascination  for  him.  In  1853,  with  his  brother  Albert, 
he  purchased  a  small  vessel  with  the  intention  of  permanently  devoting  him- 
self to  the  transportation  of  freight,  but  fortune  did  not  favor  this  venture, 
and,  losing  nearly  all  his  little  capital  in  expenses  over  receipts,  he  returned 
to  mechanics.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  world  that  he  did.  His  talents  have 
won  him  fame  and  emolument,  and  many  have  been  given  the  means  of 
livelihood  through  his  achievements.  In  1858  he  began  work  for  E.  Mont- 
gomery &  Co.  who  were  making  the  first  smut  machines  manufactured  in 
Silver  Creek,  and  he  was  also  a  pattern-maker  for  W.  R.  Greenleaf,  a  manu- 
facturer of  engines.  Inventing  the  world-renowned  Excelsior  bran  duster  in 
1861,  Mr.  Huntley  granted  Alphens  liabcock  a  half-interest  in  the  })atent 
for  defraying  the  cost  of  obtaining  it — $80.  Mr.  Huntley  gave  his  personal 
attention  to  manufacturing  these  machines,  and  until  January  i,  1866,  they 
were  made  by  E.  Montgomery  tsi  Co.  This  firm  was  succeeded  at  that  date 
by  Howes,  P>abcock  6s:  Co.,  Mr.  Huntley's  partner  being  one  of  the  firm.  In 
1868  i\Ir.  Huntley  built  the  building  now  Heine's  Pvxcelsior  works  to  accom- 
modate the  demand  for  more  room  which  the  popularity  of  his  machines 
called  for.  The  next  )'ear  Mr.  Babcock  sold  his  share  of  the  business  to 
Frank  Swift  who  soon  conveyed  his  interest  to  A.  P.  Hoi  comb. 

]\Ir.  Huntley  had  not  suffered  this  profitable  invention  to  monopolize  his 
mental  faculties,  and  about  1871  perfected  a  middlings  putifier,  which  he  at 
once  placed  on  the  market.  This  was  the  right  thing  produced  at  the  right 
time.  The  manufacture  of  flour  was  in  a  transition  state  from  the  time-hon- 
ored methods  of  our  ancestors  to  the  new  *'  process  "  system,  and  Mr.  Hunt- 
ley's purifier  was  an  important  factor  in  bringing  about  new  results.  It  is 
said  that  for  the  production  of  the  best  brands  of  flour  ever  produced  from 
wheat  '*  the  world  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Huntley  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  to 
any  other  person.*' 
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In  1872  Hinitlcy  6s:  Ilolcomb  sold  one-third  interest  in  the  Excelsior 
works  and  patents  to  Anj^.  Heine,  when  the  firm  became  Huntley,  Holcomb 
^  Heine,  and  continued  until  1882,  doing  a  large  business  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  bran  dusters,  Excelsior  middlings-purifier  and  the  importation  and 
selling  of  Excelsior  bolting  cloth.  In  1882  Mr.  Huntley  sold  his  interest  to 
Holcomb  «S:  Heine.  Later  Mr.  Heine  bought  out  Mr.  Holcomb.  In  1883 
Mr.  Heine  sold  Mr.  Huntley  the  entire  stock  and  business  of  importing  the 
Excelsior  bolting  cloth  and  he  associated  C.  G.  Hammond  with  him  under 
the  name  of  Huntle>'  Hammond.  Tlie\^  have  a  branch  house  in  Minneap- 
olis, Minn.,  besides  having  stocks  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
in  Canada,  and  do  an  annual  business  of  over  $100,000. 

In  1 861  and  1862  Mr.  Huntley  assisted  Alpheus  Babcock  in  improving 
his  smut-machine,  and  they  brought  out  the  best  machine  of  the  kind  then 
on  the  market.  In  1863  Mr.  Huntley  assisted  E.  Montgomery  (Jn:.  Co.  in 
remodeling  their  smut  machine  and  this  was  largely  improved.  In  1864 
Simeon  Howes  became  associated  with  Alpheus  IJabcock  in  the  manufacture 
of  :he  l?a1>cock  smut-machiiie,  forming  the  firm  of  Howes,  Habcock  Co., 
with  Xorman  Babcock,  a  l)rotht'r  of  Alpheus,  as  a  partner.  This  firm  pur- 
chased the  Montgomery  shops,  and  took  possession  January  i,  1866.  Alpheus 
and  Xorman  Ikibcock  with  Mr.  Huntley  then  combined  the  best  elements  of 
the  Babcock  smutter  "  and  the  Montgomery  smutter  "  in  one  machine, 
called  it  the  "  Eui'eka  smut-machine  "  and  patented  it.  In  1886  Huntley  & 
Hammond  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Monitor  Works,  a  plant  manu- 
facturing buckwheat  machines,  from  G.  S,  Cranson  6c  vSon,  and,  by  the  retire- 
ment of  (t.  vS.  Cransun,  they  now  own  two-thirds  of  that  immense  factory, 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  tlie  world,  the  firm  being  Huntley,  Cranson 
6c  Hammond.  In  1886  these  works  were  only  employing  eight  men,  but 
umler  the  new  management  orders  began  to  increase,  and  they  were  com- 
]>elled  to  enlaige  their  works,  and  add  to  the  number  of  different  kinds  of 
sixcial  machinery  which  they  manufactured,  uniil  now  the)'  employ  80  men, 
pay  $60,000  annually  in  wages,  and  send  out  over  1,500  machines  per  year, 
with  annual  sales  amounting  to  over  $150,000.  They  now  manufacture  the  fol- 
lowing ])atented  machines,  and  many  of  them  have  been  invented  or  improved 
by  Mr.  Huntley  :  Cranson's  wheat-scouring,  polishing  and  separating  mach- 
ines ;  Cranson's  buckwheat-scouring,  polishing  and  separating  machines  ; 
Cranson's  corn-scouring,  polishing  and  separating  machines  ;  Cranson's  roller 
buckwheat  shucker  ;  ''Monitor"  dustless  receiving  and  elevator  separator  ; 

Monitor''  dustless  milling  separator  ;  ''  Monitor  "  dustless  malt  and  barley 
separator;  ''Monitor''  malt  and  barley  scourer;  "Monitor''  oat  scourer; 
"  Monitor  "  seed  separator  ;  "  Diamond  "  dustless  corn  sheller  and  separator  ; 
*' Diamond  "  corn  sheller,  and  in  1893  they  added  a  malt  degenerator  and 
separator.  This  is  making  a  wonderful  revolution  in  malting.  These  machines 
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are  in  active  sale  throuc^hoiit  the  United  Slates,  and  orders  come  from  Europe, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  The  United  States  have  granted  Mr.  Huntley 
two  patents  on  the  Excelsior  bran  duster,  four  patents  on  tlie  middlings 
purifier,  one  patent  on  a  sieve,  one  patent  on  a  machine  for  testing  rotary 
parts  or  bodies,  two  patents  for  improvements  on  smut-machines,  and  one  on 
a  ship's  rudder.  This  statement  shows  the  originality  of  Mr.  Huntley's 
inventive  powers,  and  their  versatility. 

Mr.  Huntley  has  been  an  active  Republican  from  organization  of  the 
party,  believes  heartily  in  "  Protection  of  American  Industries,"  and  has  loy  - 
ally given  his  support  to  the  men  who  saved  the  country  in  the  dark  days 
from  1861  to  i«S65.  A  characteristic  incident  ()(  this  occurred  Ma\'  5,  1H93, 
when  at  a  public  meeting  of  the  R.  M.  Starring  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  Rev.  Chalou 
Burgess,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Huntley,  presented  the  post  with  a  ''Cirand  Army 
Memorial  Record.''  He  has  had  no  aspiration  for  political  place,  but  in 
local  matters  has  been  frequenth'  called  to  care  for  the  weal  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  has  been  trustee  of  Silver  Creek  for  six  years,  and  two  years  con- 
secutively president  of  the  village.  During  his  presidency  he  organized  one 
of  the  most  efficient  fire  departments  in  the  county,  and  the  hose  company  is 
named  in  his  honor.  In  many  ways,  private  and  public,  he  gives  of  his  time  and 
means  to  elevate  the  condition  of  the  community.  He  has  a  model  home 
presided  over  by  his  amiable  wife^  Mary  (Chapman)  Huntley,  who  has  heartily 
.seconded  his  labors  and  undertakings  since  their  marriage  November  24, 
1854.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntley  hold  a  high  place  in  the  regards  of  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintance. 
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.       I.  ARKWRIGHT. 

CHAPTER  LX. 

ARKWRIGHT  is  an  elevated  hilly  town,  six  miles  square,  composing 
township  5,  range  ii,  Kllicott's  survey.  It  is  surrounded  by  Sheri- 
dan and  Hanover  on  the  north,  Villenova  on  the  east,  Charlotte  oa 
tlie  south.  Pom  fret  on  the  west.  The  hills  in  the  central  part  assume  quite 
a  mountain  altitude,  the  highest  of  the  county,  rising  in  places  to  i,6oo  or 
1,700  feet  above  tidewater.  Fine  views  of  Lake  Erie  and  a  large  portion  of 
the  grape  belt  are  presented  at  some  points.  The  soil  varies  in  localities 
from  heavy  clay  to  a  lij^ht  gravelly  loam,  and  comprise  all  gradations  from 
very  good  to  very  poor.  It  has  always  been  an  agricultural  town,  and  in  the 
past  the  raising  of  sheep  and  cattle  were  prominent  industries.  Walnut 
creek  and  some  of  the  brandies  of  the  Canadawa}',  whicli  flows  northwest 
from  near  the  southeast  corner,  have  their  rise  in  this  town,  and  the  springs 
and  brooks  of  this  elevated  region  give  it  ample  supply  of  the  purest  of  water. 
This  afTords  the  town  advantages  for  the  raising  of  stock  of  a  superior  kind.. 
Walnut  creek  lias  its  head  near  Arkwright  Summit  ;  it  flows  nearly  due. 
north,  leaving  the  town  west  of  the  northeast  corner.  The  Canadaway  is  a 
larger  stream  with  more  and  larger  branches  and  quite  a  rapid  descent,  giv- 
ing a  succession  of  glens  along  its  course  and  a  beautiful  cascade  of  twenty- 
two  feet  direct  fall  not  far  from  where  it  leaves  the  town  on  the  west  side; 
Mud  lake,  with  an  area  often  acres,  lies  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  central. 
]x\rt  of  tlie  town  and  in  \'illenova. 

The  first  settlement  was  in  the  northwest  part  by  Abiram  Orton  on  lot  55, 
lienjamin  l*erry,  lot  64,.  and  Augustus  lUirnham,  lot  56,  in  1807.  Tliese  lots 
were  not  articled  until  1809.  Asahel  Burnham  came  later.  Mr.  Orton  came 
from  Oneida  county,  was  a  nuui  of  a1)ility,  and  for  some  years  an  associate 
judt^e  of  this  county.  He  died  in  1837.  Henjamin  Perry,  with  Mr.  Orton, 
built  the  first  sawmill  in  town  in  1818,  on  a  branch  of  the  Canadaway.  He 
had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  war  of  181 2,  was  prominent  in  militia  matters 
and  rose  to  be  colonel. 

Aaron  Wilco.x,  born  in  Connecticut,  bought  lot  56,  in  October,  1809;. 
made  his  home  here  iii  1810,  and  here  he  died  in  1833.  Augustus  I'urnliam, 
brother  of  P'liphalet  who  settled  in  Pomfret,  settled  in  Arkwright  in  1807,  near 
Laona.     He  t<,>ok  up  lot  7  in  Pomfret  in  1805.     He  died  I'ebruary  6,  181 3, 
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aged  30  years,  tlie  first  death  in  Arkwriglit,  and  his  tombstone  is  the  oldest 
in  the  Laona  cemetery.  Asahel  Burnham  came  Liter  than  liis  brother 
Augnstns.  He  married  Luana,  daughter  of  Nathan  Eaton,  May  11,  1815, 
and  their  marriage  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  one  in  Arkwright.  Asahel 
was  a  corporal  in  Captain  Tnbbs'  company  in  tlie  war  of  1S12.  He  died 
about  1864.  ^'^^^  many  descendants  in  the  county. 

Russell  \V.  Mattoon,  from  Cayuga  county,  about  1820  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  William  Allen.  He  afterward  removed  to  Cassadaga,  and 
died  there  November  4,  1885.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Ahira  G.  Webster,  resides 
in  Pomfret.  The  first  settlers  at  Arkwright  Center  before  the  war  of  181 2 
were  Uriah  L.  Johnson,  and  Benjamin  and  Jonathan  Sprague.  Daniel 
Saunders  also  early  settled  on  lot  56,  lived  there  many  years,  and  has 
numerous  descendants.  Nathan  Eaton  bought  on  lot  64  in  1809,  and 
occupied  it  the  next  year.  Robert  Cowden,  Alia  and  Zcbina  Wilson  set- 
tled on  lots  53  and  54  in  181 1.  Reuben  Wilson,  father  of  these  Wils<)ns, 
settled  near  them  in  1817.  Moses  Tucker  bought  lot  62  in  1S14.  His 
son  Chauncey  was  a  prominent  lawyer  in  PVedonia  and  BuiTalo.  These 
people,  forming  the  first  civilized  community  of  the  town,  came  from  Oneida 
and  Madison  counties,  and  many  of  them  were  doubtless  previoush-  acquainted. 

Isaiah  Martin,  from  Broome  county,  in  1821  bought  lot  3  in  the  southeast 
part  of  the  town,  where  he  developed  from  the  wilderness  a  fruitful  farm, 
built  a  tavern,  a  store,  and  asheries,  all  of  which  he  conducted  for  many 
years.  James  I>lack  early  inirchased  a  part  of  lot  10,  and  he  and  William 
Scott  built  neighboring  cabins,  of  which  the  doors  were  made  from  a  board 
which  Mr.  vScott  brought  two  miles  on  his  back.  They  were  lifelong  resi- 
dents  and  good  citizens.  Horace  Clough  settled  in  the  south  part  on  lot  42, 
bought  in  1810;  Jesse  Read,  an  early  pioneer,  located  north  of  him  on  lot 
43  ;  David  Abbey  settled  on  lot  3  in  1823.  Chauncey  Abbey,  president  of 
the  F'irst  National  Bank  of  Fredonia,  is  his  sou,  and  was  for  many  years  the 
largest  farmer  of  the  town  and  one  of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  cattle  of 
the  county.  He  was  supervisor  eight  years  and  held  that  office  during  the 
critical  period  of  the  civil  w^ar,  Silas  Matteson  settled  on  lot  8,  purchased 
in  1818,  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town.  In  1822  I>ela  Kingsley  settled 
on  lot  13,  and  in  1825  opened  a  tavern  in  a  small  frauied  house  and  was  a  noted 
innkeeper  for  years.  His  son,  Edward  B.,  held  many  town  othces  with 
acceptability.  Ellsworth  Griswold  settled  on  lot  25,  purchased  in  1825,  near 
Charlotte  line.  In  1826  Aaron  Town  settled  on  lot  12.  He  later  kc])t  tav- 
ern at  Arkwright  Summit  for  many  years;  his  successor  in  the  tavern  was 
his  son,  Oliver  M.  Another  son,  Martin  H.,  was  justice  many  years  and 
postmaster  for  about  twenty  years.  Leonard  Sessions  settled  on  lot  4  in 
1828.  Benjamin  Jones  came  in  1832  to  lot  23,  but  later  resided  in  the  center  of 
the  town.    He  was  justice  for  several  years  and  town  clerk  twent\  -one  years. 
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After  the  pioneer  stage  of  settlement,  the  population  increased  rapidly, 
prosperity  came  with  the  development  of  the  farms,  and  a  hardy  yeomanry 
dotted  the  hills  and  vales  with  pleasant  homes.  Along  the  main  roads 
country  taverns  gave  good  entertainment  to  the  travelers  who  were  numerous 
until  the  o])ening  of  the  Ivrie  railroad.  The  first  of  these  hostelries  was 
opened  at  the  Center  by  Simeon  Clinton  in  1817.  Mr.  Clinton  was  born  in 
vSaratoga  county  in  1779.  located  on  lot  37  in  181 3.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
ability,  made  the  first  sur\-ey  of  Dunkirk  village,  was  active  in  the  formation 
of  the  town  of  Arkwright ;  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  his  tavern.  He 
was  the  first  postmaster  and  continued  in  office  twenty  years.  He  was  succeeded 
as  innkce])er  and  postmaster  by  J.  I^artholoniew.  vSince  1851  these  country 
inns  ha\  c  been  closed  for  want  of  patronage.  There  has  been  little  manu- 
facturing. A  few  pioneer  sawmills,  with  up-and-down  saws,  served  to  cut 
the  settler's  logs  into  lumber  for  home  use,  and  after  luni1)er  became  valuable 
steam  SLiwmills  were  introduced  and  have  practicalh'  exhausted  the  original 
forests.  The  only  gristmill  built  here  was  constructed  early  near  the  Pom- 
fret  line  on  the  Canadaway  and  went  to  ruin  years  ago.  An  oil  mill  was 
built  at  "the  Abl)e\'  ''  sometime  in  the  forties  by  William  Mason  and  Leon- 
ard Love.  It  was  soon  bought  by  Andrus  ]\L  Huyck  who  conducted  it  suc- 
cessfully for  some  years.  Mr.  Huyck  settled  on  lot  10  in  1827  in  a  primi- 
tive forest.  vSc'ttlers  came  so  rapidly  that  a  log  schoolhouse  was  built  before 
the  next  winter.  This  school  became  of  high  repute,  and,  as  "The  Aljljcy 
vSchool,"  enjoyed  pro.sperit)',  and  furnished  man\'  well  ecpiipped  teachers  for 
public  schools,  Mr.  Huyck  was  a  successful  teacher,  school  cumniissioner 
and  school  inspector  many  years.  He  was  a  dee])h'  religious  man  and  did 
much  good  to  the  communit\'.  His  sons  were  Shadrach,  Oscar  H.,  I^lijah, 
and  A\er\',  the  latter  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war. 

'J'lie  town  of  Arkwright  was  formed  from  Pomfret  and  \'illen(n'a  Aj)ril 
30,  1829.  In  1830  a  part  of  Pomfret  was  annexed.  The  fust  town  meeting 
was  held  in  the  house  of  Simeon  Clinton,  Ma\'  2,  1830,  and  these  officers 
were  chosen  :  Su]>ervisor,  William  Wilcox  ;  town  clerk,  Aaron  Foster  ;  asses- 
sors, Andrus  'M.  IIu\"ck,  Daniel  Harrington,  Lewis  Tucker;  commissioners 
of  highwa\s,  Isaac  Thoin])son,  Joel  White,  Aaron  \'an  \'liet ;  collector,  Dan- 
iel Weaver;  overseers  of  the  |)oor,  vSilas  May,  Charles  Crawford;  commis- 
sioners of  scb.ools,  Isa.'ic  Punipus,  Ira  White,  Lewis  1{.  Dan  forth  ;  inspectors 
of  schools,  Andrus  M.  Hu\  ck,  Timothy  Cole,  James  Sprague  ;  constables, 
Ivlw.  P.  Kingsley,  David  Weaver;  justices  of  the  peace,  Isaac  lUunpus,  John 
G.  Curtis,  Lewis  E.  Danforth. 

Arkwright  had  a  jjopulation  in  1845  of  1,295.  From  1855  to  1880  its 
])opulation  varied  little  from  1,100;  .sometimes  it  was  less,  sometimes  a  hun- 
dred or  so  more,  hi  1890  it  was  886.  Th.e  state  census  of  1892  gives  it  as 
92S.     242  votes  were  cast  at  the  general  election  of  1892  :  82  democratic, 
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140  republican,  15  prohibition,  social-labor  i,  populist  4.  The  number  ot 
acres  is  22,083,  with  an  assessed  value  in  1893  of  real  and  personal  property 
of  $281,990,  an  average  value  of  $11.17. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  at  the  house  of  Aaron  Wilcox  in 
1810,  by  Rev.  John  Spencer.  The  first  church  (Baptist)  was  organized  by 
Elder  Thomas  Grinnell  in  1820. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Ciiurch. — In  June,  1830,  Elder  David  Preston  formed 
a  class  in  the  "Abbey."  Its  original  members  were  Ira  and  Elizabeth  Rich- 
ardson, John  Franklin,  Reuben  and  Fanny  Howe,  John  Weaver,  John  Laf- 
ferty  and  Isaac  Bumj)us.  Andrus  M.  Houck,  Wright  and  Hiram  Lewis, 
William  and  R.  IMcClanathan,  Caleb  Weaver  joined  later,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  first  year  there  were  sixty  members.  Mr.  Huyck  was  class  leader  for 
many  years. 

A  Christian  Church  was  organized  several  years  ago.  The  societv  still 
hold  services.    The  United  Brethren  society  was  organized  about  1858. 

SrPKRVisoRS. — 1 830-1-2-3-4-5-6,  William  Wilcox.  1837-8-9.40,  Levi 
I)aldwin.  1841,  Lewis  E.  Danforth.  1842,  Levi  Baldwin.  1843,  Lewis  \l. 
Danforth.  1 844-5-6-7-8-9-50-1-2,  William  Wilcox.  1853-4,  Levi  Baldwin. 
1855-6,  Chauncey  Abbey.  1857,  Levi  Iialdwin,  1858.9,  Chauncey  Abbey. 
1860-1,  John  C.  Griswold.  1862-3-4-5,  Chauncey  Abbey.  1866,  Jolni  C. 
Griswold.  1867,  DelosJ.  Rider.  1868,  John  C.  Griswold.  1869,  Oscar  H. 
Houck.  1870,  Levi  C.  Baldwin.  187 1-2,  Leander  vS.  Phelps.  1873-4-5, 
George  .  W.  Briggs.  1876,  John  C.  Griswold.  1877-8,  Ed?;on  I.  Wilcox. 
1879-80,  Ezra  Scott.  1881-2,  Richmond  Putnam.  1883,  Iviton  liurnham. 
1884,  John  C.  Griswold.  1885,  Ezra  Scott.  1886-7,  Cassius  M.  Griswold. 
1888,  Richmond  Putnam.  1 889-90-1,  Charles  \i.  Cole.  .1892-3-4,  Marvin 
Cardot. 

^Lijor  William  Wilcox,  son  of  Aaron  the  early  settler,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, May  I,  1790.  He  came  with  liis  father  in  1809,  later  purchased  a 
part  of  lot  48  adjoining  Sheridan.  He  married  in  1817,  Esther  S.  Cole  from 
Vermont.  vShe  died  July  7,  1851.  Tlieir  sons  were  Marcus  P>.,  Ivlson  I., 
Walter  R.,  and  William  H.  H.  Mr.  Wilcox  cut  the  first  tree  in  tlie  clearing 
of  his  farm,  and  developed  a  fine  home  where  he  resided  until  1865.  He 
died  in  Fredonia,  October  14,  1867.  He  was  the  first  supervisor  of  Ark- 
wright, elected  in  1830  and  for  six  successive  years,  and  again  holding  the 
office  from  1844  to  1852  inclusive.  Pie  was  a  major  of  militia  and  member 
of  Assembly  in  1867. 

Levi  Baldwin,  born  in  V^ermont  in  1802,  came  to  Sheridan  with  his  par- 
ents in  181 2.  He  married  Eliza  Ann  Putnam  his  first  wife,  in  1831  and 
located  on  lot  55  in  Arkwright,  where  he  becanie  locally  prominent.  He 
was  justice  for  many  years,  town  superintendent  of  schools,  supervisor  for 
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eight  years,  and  held  various  other  positions  of  trust.  His  sons  were  Oliver 
T.,  L.  Courtney,  and  Orville  D. 

John  Cowles  Griswold,  son  of  Seth  and  Zerviah  (Cowles)  Griswold  of  Con* 
necticut,  was  born  in  Sangersfield,  August  i,  1819,  where  his  father  died  in 
1821.  After  several  years  of  hardship  and  privations  Mrs.  Griswold  came  to 
Arkwriglit  with  her  11  children  and  settled  on  lot  25.  John  C.  Griswold 
married  Susan  Briggs  January  11,  1844.  Their  children  were  Cassius  M., 
and  DeWiit  C.  who  died  aged  10.  In  1862  Mr.  Griswold  helped  raise  what 
became  Company:  F  of  the  I54tli  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  and  was  promoted  to  cap- 
tain. This  regiment  saw  severe  service  and  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
I\Iay  2d,  1863,  Capt.  Griswold  had  his  arm  shattered  by  a  bullet,  was  taken 
prisoner  and  transported  to  Libbey  prison  in  Richmond.  After  he  was 
exchanged  he  came  home,  but  soon  returned  to  service  though  with  impaired 
health.  He  was  lionorably  discharged  at  Chattanooga  in  1864.  For  over 
forty  \  ears  Cai)t.  (  rriswold  was  justice  of  tlie  peace  in  Arkwriglit,  for  several 
terms  he  was  justice  of  sessions,  and  for  six  terms  represented  the  town  on 
tlie  board  of  supervisors.  In  every  position  he  was  the  same  kindly,  consci- 
entious and  true  man,  and  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  town  and  county. 
He  died  July  24,  1892.  Cassius  Marcus  Griswold  was  born  in  Arkwriglit 
December  7,  1845.  He  married  S.  Alice  Terry  daughter  of  Levi  Terry  of 
Gerry.  Their  children  are  hvvangeliue  M,  Ada  L.,  John  I),  and  ]\Iyron  D. 
Mr.  (jriswold  is  a  Repul^liean  and  farmer,  and  has  held  the  office  of  collector, 
commissiuner  of  liigliwa\  s  and  supervisor  two  terms  and  is  a  justice  of  the 
|)eace. 

The  postofhce  named  Griswold  for  John  C.  Griswold  was  established  in 
1891,  through  the  influence  of  Hon.  Warren  I).  Hooker,  John  C.  (jriswold  being 
the  Hrst  postmaster.  After  his  death  James  Turner  was  ai)})oiiited,  and  held 
the  oHice  about  one  year,  when  Iv.  H.  Mathewson  was  appointed. 
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Chautauqua  County. 

(CHAUTAUQUA   LAKE  TOWNS.) 
Eliicottt  Jamestown,  Busti,  harmony,  Chautauqua,  Ellery. 

ELLICOTT. 


CHAPTER  LXI. 

ELLICOTT  was  formed  from  Pomfretjune  i,  1812,  received  its  name  in 
compliment  to  Joseph  Ellicott,  so  long  connected  with  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  comprised  townships  i  and  2  of  ranges  10  and  11, 
and  inclnded  Poland,  Carroll,  Kiantone  and  part  of  Bnsti  making  tlie  town 
12  miles  square.  April  16,  1823,  ^^^^  ^""'^^^  half  of  township  i,  range  11,  was 
taken  off  to  form  Busti,  and  four  of  these  lots  were  re-annexed  to  Ellicott, 
May  7,  1845.  M^irch  25,  1825,  Carroll  was  formed  and  April  9,  1832,  Poland 
was  set  off.  Four  lots  were  added  from  Carroll  in  1845.  Jamestown  was 
carved  out  in  1886,  leaving  the  town  surrounding  it  on  the  north,  east,  south 
and  west  sides,  and  containing  19,065  acres,  with  an  assessed  valuation, 
real  and  personal,  in  1893,  of  $706,515,  and  a  tax  of  $8,512.11.  Chadakoin 
river,  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  lake,  flowing  northeast,  unites  with  Cassa- 
daga  creek,  flowing  southwest,  on  the  east  line  of  the  town  about  equi-distant 
from  its  mouth  and  south  boundaries.  Ellicott  is  surrounded  on  the  west  by 
Busti  and  Ellery,  north  by  Gerry,  east  by  Poland  and  Carroll,  south  by 
Kiantone  and  Busti.  The  soil,  rich  and  productive,  is  of  alluvial  formation 
along  the  streams,  changing  to  clayey  and  then  sandy  loam  as  it  approaches 
the  hills.  A  physical  feature  of  interest  is  the  artesian  wells.  There  are 
several  of  these  at  Ross's  Mills,  and  a  greater  number  at  Levant,  from  some 
of  which  the  water-  works  of  Jamestown  are  su])plied.  These  are  from  75  to 
130  feet  in  depth,  and  produce  an  abundance  of  pure  cold  water  of  unvary- 
ing temperature.  The  water  is  invariably  found  in  coarse  sand  and  gravel 
under  a  layer  of  clay.  The  supply  is  apparently  unlimited,  and  various 
theories  concerning  it  have  been  advanced.  The  water  is  raised  in  these 
wells  by  its  own  force  fully  25  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

The  first  election  of  officers  was  held  April,  1813,  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Akin.  John  Silsby,  the  nearest  justice,  presided,  assisted  by  Laban  Case, 
who  was  chosen  moderator.    The  officers  elected  were  :   supervisor,  James 
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Prendcrgast  ;  town  clerk,  Ebenezer  Davis;  assessors,  Solomon  Jones,  Benj. 
Covell,  Wm.  Deland  ;  commissioners  of  highways,  Wm.  Sears,  Michael  Frank, 
Laban  Case  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Joseph  Akin,  Stephen  Frank  ;  constable  and 
collector,  James  Hall  ;  constable,  Laban  Case ;  fence  viewers,  Ebenezer 
Cheney,  Aaron  Martin.  The  second  town  meeting  met  at  the  honse  of  Joseph 
Akin  in  1814,  and  adjourned  to  the  tavern  of  Laban  Case,  and  these  officers 
were  elected  :  supervisor,  James  Preudergast  ;  clerk,  Ebenezer  Davis  ;  asses- 
sors, Solomon  Jones,  William  Deland,  Heman  Bush  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Joseph 
Akin,  Stephen  Frank  ;  commissioners  of  highways,  Caleb  Thompson,  Amos 
Bird,  Theron  Plumb  ;  constable  and  collector,  Henry  h.  Frank  ;  constable, 
Richard  Covell  ;  fence  viewers,  Joseph  Akin,  Heman  Bush,  Solomon  Jones  ; 
commissioners  of  common  schools,  Heman  Bush,  Theron  Plumb  ;  inspectors 
of  schools,  James  Preudergast,  vSolomon  Jones,  Theron  Plumb.  In  1813  the 
town  voted  $250  for  bridges  and  roads  and  that  the  supervisor  solicit  bridge 
money  from  llie  county.  These  roads  were  laid  out  in  1813.  "  From  Joseph 
Akin's  and  I^aban  Case\s  past  the  *  Yarnum  place'  to  James  Akin's  ;  Reuben 
Woodward's  to  Culljcrtson's  (afterward  Colonel  Fenton's);  from  near  Joues 
Simmons'  to  near  Edward  Work's  mill  ;  from  near  Dr.  Shaw's  to  near  Sim- 
mons. From  the  mouth  of  P^airbank,  past  Sloan's  to  Russell's  mill  at  the 
public  highway  ;  from  the  house  of  Lawrence  P'rank  to  Stillwater  ;  from  the 
Simmons'  and  Work's  road  at  a  sapling  to  James  Prendergast's  mills  ;  from  a 
small  beech  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  a  few  rods  north  of  Wm.  Sears'  to 
Prendergast's  mills."  In  1814,  October,  roads  were  laid  out  from  ''Joel 
Tyler's  to  Conewango  to  a  black  oak  ;  from  near  Wm.  Sears'  dwelling- 
house,  as  formerly  laid  out  by  courses  and  distances,  cross  Esquire  Jones' 
bridge  across  Stillwater  creek,  to  the  bridge  across  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua 
lake  near  and  below  James  I^rendergast's  mills.  (This  was  built  by  Reuben 
Landou);  from  Work's  mill  to  the  bridge  over  Cassadaga,  leading  to  Ken- 
nedy's mills;  from  ImsIi's  to  near  (airfield's."  The  $100  bridge  money 
received  in  1814  from  the  county  was  thus  aj^propriated  :  Bridge  across  the 
outlet  at  Esquire  Prendergast's  $37-67  ;  bridge  across  Stillwater  creek,  near 
Joseph  Akin's,  $29.  Bridge  across  Kiantone  creek  at  Robert  Russell's  mill, 
afterwards  A.  T.  Prendergast's,  $33.33.  The  remainder  was  raised  by  the 
inhabitants.  The  building  of  all  bridges  in  those  days  was  mucli  aided  by 
subscriptions  payable  in  labor  and  materials. 

The  first  settlers  in  Ellicott  were  William  Wilson,  George  W.  P^'enton 
and  James  Culbertson,  William  Wilson  located  on  the  Chadakoin  river, 
probably  on  lot  5,  in  a  shanty  in  the  spring  of  1806  ;  by  June  he  had  so  far 
completed  a  log  house  as  to  make  it  his  home,  although,  as  the  land  was 
not  yet  surveyed,  he  could  not  buy  until  May,  1808,  when  he  purchased  a 
portion  of  the  west  |)art  of  lot  5  and  of  the  east  part  of  12.  The  land  was 
occuj)ied  by  him  until  his  death  in  1850.    Tlie  same  spring  George  W.  Fen- 


El.LICOTT. 


663 


ton  located  near  Levant,  put  up  a  lo^  cabin  and  chopped  and  made  quite  a 
clearing  which  he  sold  to  John  Arthur  on  removing  to  Carroll.  James  Cul- 
bertson  is  said  to  have  located  at  the  same  time  )wrlJi  of  the  outlet,"  prob- 
ably 7i'cst  would  be  better.  These  three,  "  excej)t  })erhaj)s  iMhvard  vShillitto," 
were  the  three  first  settlers  in  the  old  "Twelve  miles  square  town  of  iClli- 
cott.''    Dr.  Ilazeltine  graphically  groups  the  early  settlers  of  ICUicott  thus: 

Wilson  was  living  below  Falconer  in  1X06,  James  Culbertson  a  mile 
below,  (  »eo.  \V.  b'enton,  John  Artluir  ;uid  Robert  Russell  on  tlu*  «)pposile 
side  of  the  outlet  a  mile  below  Work's  in  1809.  During  the  f(»llowiug  year 
Thomas  Sloane  was  on  the  old  Indian  clearing  (the  Prcndergast  farm)  on 
the  Kiantone,  vSolomon  Jones  and  the  Akiu\s  and  others  on  tlie  Stillwater. 
Nathaniel  Bird  was  at  the  foot  of  the  lake  where  (lideon  Sherman  now  lives, 
and  Wm.  Deland  on  the  Solomon  lUitler  farm.  Previous  to  the  settlement 
of'"  The  Rapids,''  the  Frews,  the  Owens's,  the  Myers's,  James  Hall,  Kbenezer 
Cheney,  Hbeue/.er  Davis,  William  vSears,  Jasper  Marsh,  and  others  were  set- 
tlers on  the  Conewango  and  the  Stillwater  in  that  ])art  now  Carroll  and 
Kiantone.  The  first  settlement  in  southern  Chautauqua  was  at  Kennedy. 
Dr.  Thomas  Kennedy  in  1804  built  the  first  sawuiill  there  on  the  Conewango, 
and  there  were  a  number  of  settlers  but  their  names  are  lo^t.  Probably 
some  of  them  have  descendants  living  in  that  part  now,  but  so  far  as  we  have 
been  able  to  ascertain  they  cannot  furnish  tlie  date  of  their  fatlier's  settle- 
inent.  The  Strunks,  Ze1)ulon  Peterson,  Augustus  Moon,  P>eujauiin  Lee, 
Jonas  Simmons,  Amos  Ferguson,  Thouias  Walku]>,  and  other  early  settlers 
of  the  north  jxart  cauie  in  shortly  l)efore  or  soon  after  the  settleuieut  at  the 
Raj)i(ls  had  couiuienced. 

August  I,  iSf)^,  Dr.  Thoiuas  R.  Kenuedy  aud  Ivlward  \\'(nk,  wlio  were 
developing  the  mill  power  at  Kennedy  ver\'  rapidl\',  purrlia'-ed  a  l;ii,i;e  tract 
on  both  sides  of  the  outlet  below  Dexterville,  including  the  mill  sites  at 
Works1)urg  and  Tiffanys,  and  valuable  timber  land  east  of  the  Cassadaga 
river  and  Levant,  along  the  KennedA'  road.  In  the  fall  of  1807,  Work  erected 
a  hewed  log  house  north  of  the  outlet.  In  1808  he  built  his  sawuiills  and 
put  them  in  operatiou.  About  this  time  Keuncdy  and  Work  opened  a  road 
from  Kenned)- \s  mills  to  Work's  mill  and  built  the  first  bridge  across  the 
Cassadaga  alxnit  oue-fourth  of  a  mile  above  Levant.  In  1809  Work  built  a 
gristmill  with  one  run  of  stones  which  were  split  out  of  a  large  rock.  The 
erection  of  this  mill  was  a  condition  of  the  sale  of  the  land.  This  mill  was 
a  great  accommodation  to  settlers,  and  led  to  the  opening  of  roads  to  the  set- 
tlements about  the  foot  of  the  lake  aud  to  Stillw.Uer  cP  ek  aud  I'rauk's  set- 
tlement. These  mills  were  built  three  years  before  the  settlement  at  James- 
town, when  almost  all  travel  was  in  keel  boats  and  canoes  or  by  Indian  trails. 
12  of  the  boats  used  in  the  transportation  of  salt  down  the  .Vllegany  were 
built  at  Work's  mill  in  1808.  The  discovery  of  the  salt  springs  on  the  Alle- 
gany, Kanawha  and  Ohio  rivers  caused  the  discontinuance  of  the  salt  trade 
by  this  route.  The  keel  boats  that  came  up  for  salt  brought  loads  of  pro- 
visions, whiskey,  iron  castings,  nails,  glass,  dried  fruit,  and  other  articles. 
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Edward  Work  was  a  man  of  ability  (See  pages  177,  188).  He  was  a  resident 
of  Ellicott  from  1807  till  his  death  in  1857.  From  1818  he  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Metliodist  church  and  his  home  an  hospitable  Methodist 
tavern."    In  1840  he  sold  most  of  his  property  and  retired  from  bnsiness. 

Jonas  Simmons  came  in  1809  ^^^^^  made  a  claim  at  Flnvanna,  and  in  1810 
brought  his  wife  and  13  of  his  15  children.  John  Strnnk,  his  wife's  brother,  and 
Benjamin  Lee,  whose  wife  was  sister  to  Mrs.  Simmons,  and  John  Strunk  came 
witli  him.  Four  of  John  Strunks's  children  -were  in  the  company,  so  a  whole 
school  district  came  in  one  company.  These  were  the  first  settlers  in  the  west 
part  of  Ellicott.  Jacob  Strunk,  brother  of  John,  settled  in  i8i6onlot  53,  town- 
ship 2,  range  11.  Augustus  Moon,  a  soldier  of  181 2,  located  on  lot  37,  township 
2,  in  1814.  His  brothers  Gideon,  vSamuel  and  Jonathan  soon  came.  Their 
settlement  gave  name  to  ]\Iuon's  creek.  In  1815  Nathan  Cass  made  a  clear- 
ing and  built  a  sawmill  at  East  Jamestown.  A  year  later  he  sold  to  John 
and  Darius  Dexter  residents  of  Mayville  from  1808.  Darius  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Ellicott.  He  removed  to  Dexterville,  as  the  mills 
were  soon  called,  in  181 8,  and  did  extensive  bnsiness  for  many  years.  He 
sold  to  Falconer,  Jones  «S:  Alleii.  "  He  is  remembered  as  the  first  colonel  of  the 
old  i62d  regiment,"  "and  a  charitable  man  of  great  popularity." 

Benjamin  Ross  came  from  Cincinnati  in  1815,  and  in  1816  bought  on  lot 
30,  township  2,  range  1 1,  Ross  Mills."  His  nearest  neighbor  was  at  Work's 
Mills  and  Mr.  Ross  and  Isaac  Young  were  21  days  in  cutting  a  road  through 
the  iuterx'cning  three  miles.  He  built  a  log  house  and  occupied  it  with  his 
wife  and  child  in  December  1S16.  ''For  a  month  they  endured  the  cold 
without  doors  ov  windows  su]:>stituting  blanket.-,  for  them." 

In  1S17  Jacol)  bV-nton  came  from  Jamestown,  where  he  had  kept  hotel 
and  couduet^d  a  ]>(>tle!\-  from  iNi.},  and  esta])lis]ied  a  poller)'  at  b'bu'anua 
which  he  conducled  until  1822,  when  he  died,  and  his  son  W'illiam  H.  bV-n- 
tc»n  succeeded  liim.  In  1S26  Samuel  Whitlemore  became  a  j)artner  and  the 
j)aruier>iii|)  continued  nearl\'  20  )  ears.  Mr.  Whitteinoie  came  from  Concord, 
X.  H.,  in  iSi^),  and  in  1S27  was  appointed  j)ostniaster  of  b'hu'aniia,  and  con- 
'  tinner!  in  tliat  nfilce  untrl  near  his  deatli  in  1875.  He  was  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  temperance,  aiul  was  eliicliv  in>tiumental  in  forming  one  of  the 
earlie>t  local  temperance  >(.)cieties.  He  kept  a  hotel  from  \cvy  early  dale 
until  liis  death,  where  no  li«iu()r>.  were  sold,  and  was  much  frecjuented  as  a 
summer  report — the  lirNt  on  the  lake.     His  son  Henr\-  continued  tlie  hotel. 

Xallian  Meads  >cttle(l  on  lot  35,  townsliip  2,  ran-^e  11,  in  1S12,  and  pur- 
cha>e(l  o\cr  .\^>u  aeres  the  next  \  ear.  He  ])uilt  two  small  log  ho\b>es  near 
the  untlet,  an*:  in  1S13  c<»mmence(l  a  hirL;e  two-story  house  of  S(]uare  hewed 
]>ine  timber,  wliii  ;),  in  iSi*^.,  lie  sold  with  his  land  to  Solomon  Jones  and 
lleniy  Babeoek.  Tht >ma>  and  Jo.srph  Walku])  in  iSi  j  purchased  huuls  on 
lot  4S.     I'Mixs  Tracy  settled  on  \iA  49  \  ery  early.     IMiineas  Balmiler  in  1S13, 
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Cyrus  Fish  his  brother-in-law  in  1814,  and  vStephen  Wilcox  in  181 4  came 
with  families.  Palmiter  bought  on  lot  64,  but  passed  most  of  his  life  in 
Jamestown.  Cyrus  Fish  had  many  children  and  his  descendants  are  among 
the  best  families  of  the  county.  Cyrus  Fish,  Jr.,  built  a  sawmill  on  Clove 
run,  where,  it  is  said,  he  operated  the  first  "  shingle  machine  "  of  the  county. 

Jehial  Tiffany,  brother  of  vSilas  Tiffany,  was  born  in  Randolph,  Vt.,  iu 
1798.  He  removed  with  his  parents  in  1809  to  Darien,  Genesee  county.  In 
1816  he  came  to  Ellicott  and  tarried  a  while,  and  after  a  visit  to  Darien 
returned  to  Jamestown  in  1818,  and  was  in  trade  with  his  brother,  and  dealt 
in  lumber.  In  1829  they  built  mills  on  the  1,000  acre  tract  they  had  pur- 
chased on  the  Ciiadakoin  river  between  Dexterville  and -Falconer,  lono-  known 
as  "  Tiffanyville."  Here  Mr.  Tiffany  resided,  gave  up  merchandising  and  man- 
aged the  mills  and  real  estate.  He  died  in  1867.  His  son,  John  H.,  is  a 
resident  on  the  old  place. 

Levant,  at  the  junction  of  Chadakoin  river  and  the  Cassadaga,  early 
promised  to  be  a  place  of  importance.  From  1840,  when  500,000  bricks 
were  made  here  annually,  until  the  present,  brick  making  has  been  con- 
ducted ;  by  IM.  J.  Mecusker  since  1878.  David  Rider,  a  farmer  near  Levant,  is 
.son  of  Silas  Rider,  who  resided  in  Ellington  from  1829  to  his  death  in  1840. 
Stephen  Pratt  and  family  located  in  (ycrry  in  1819.  He  died  in  1838.  IVIer- 
rick  I>.  Pratt,  a  farmer,  great-grandson  of  Stephen  and  son  of  Rufus,  now  lives 
in  Ellicott.  Levi  S.  Pratt  lives  in  Gerry,  and  Wallace  R.  Pratt  in  tCllery. 
Nehemiah  Horton  settled  in  Gerry  in  1818  and  died  August  i,  1855.  His 
daughter,  Mrs.  Rufus  Pratt,  resides  with  her  son  ]\Ierrick  P.  Asa  W.  Hor- 
ton, son  of  Nehemiah,  lives  in  the  .'^outh  part.  Amos  P>lanchard  settled  in 
Ellicott  in  1824.  His  son,  Flint,  a  large  farmer  and  dairyman,  has  been 
prominent  in  Democratic  politics. 

The  largest  body  of  pine  timber  of  the  county  occupied  the  area  of  the 
original  town  of  Ellicott.  (See  pages  38  and  39.)  K.  A.  Ross,  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science,"  gives 
the  pioneer  lumbermen  and  mills  of  the  Cassadaga,  and  from  it  we  make 
tliis  summary:  Russell  run,  tlie  first  stream  above  tlie  outlet,"  empties 
into  the  Cassadaga  two  miles  al)o\-e.  Tlionias  Russell  built  the  first  saw 
mill  on  Russell  run  i  miles  al)o\e  its  mouth  in  1S16;  lie  operated  it  some 
}  ears.  It  was  later  owned  by  1\.  \\\  vScowdeii  who  n  n  it  as  long  os  there 
was  timber.  (Pine  was  the  onl\-  kind  then  called  fit  to  cut).  Charles  and  James 
^IcCounell  built  a  mill  half  a  mile  al)o\-e  Ru-^selTs  ;  after  some  years  the\'  sold 
to  C>  rus  and  Arlemas  P'ish.  One  mile  above  this  I{lisha  ILdl  i)uilt  a  mill 
which  he  soon  sold.  The  fourth  mill  and  the  lowest  on  the  stream  was 
built  by  Crideon  Gilson  and  later  .sold  to  IClisha  Hall.  It  was  one  mile  from 
the  Cassadaga,  near  the  public  highway  and  the  residence  of  William  Clark, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers.    The  lumber  from  these  mills  was  of  fine  quality 
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and  was  liauled  to  Gilson's  Landing  at  the  month  of  the  stream  and  there 
rafted.  The  next  stream  was  l^^'olsom  nin,  wliich  emptied  into  the  Cassadao^a 
a  short  distance  below  Ross's  Mills.  This  liad  fonr  mills.  The  lower,  built 
by  Elijah  Aikin,  was  later  owner  by  Cyrus  and  Artenias  Fish  and  later  by 
Anson  Chamberlain.  The  mill  next  above  this  was  built  by  Joel  Tyler,  and 
changed  owners  often.  John  Cobb  and  Joseph  Darlin<^,  whom  I  think  was 
the  last  owner  and  cut  the  last  lumber,  being  among  them.  This  was  a 
double  mill  and  cut  the  most  lumber  of  any  mill  on  the  small  streams.  The 
next  mill  was  between  the  two  last  mills,  about  a  mile  from  each,  and  was 
prc^bably  built  by  Xatlian  Cherry.  Adolphus  Hooker,  who  later  owned  it, 
built  another  mill  a  little  above  this,  and  ran  both  until  the  timber  was 
exhausted.  These  mills  cut  a  large  amount  of  tim1)er  for  mills  situated  on 
dry  or  thunder  shower  creeks.  The  first  mill  on  the  Cassadaga  above  its 
mouth  was  built  in  1817  by  I^)cnjamin  Ross  at  Ross's  Mills.  It  was  located 
in  the  bed  of  the  natural  stream.  A  dam  was  later  built  on  its  site,  and  a 
new  mill  built  on  a  race  dug  from  the  pond.  The  mill  irons  for  the  first  mill 
were  brought  trom  Pittsburgh  in  a  canoe,  the  trip  occup\ing  two  weeks. 
The  mill  irons,  included  castiiigs  for  the  gig  and  bull  wheels,  big  crank,  and 
gudgeon  for  the  main  water  wheel,  beaver  tail  for  the  pitman,  the  dogs  and 
bars  for  the  old  fashioned  headblocks,  bull-wheel  chain  and  saw.  These 
irons  did  service  in  all  the  old  style  mills  on  this  site.  Thissecoiul  mill  was 
burned  in  July,  1S32,  after  running  only  a  short  time.  This  was  a  sad  blow 
to  the  little  community  that  had  come  to  depend  U[)on  the  mill  for  employ- 
ment, but  the  neighbors  came  from  miles  around  to  aid  in  replacing  it  and 
in  six  days  another  mill  frame  was  raised,  as  this  stanza  improvised  on  the 
occasion  testifies  : 

Here  is  a  j^ood  frame 

Th.il  deserves  a  good  name. 
W'liat  shall  we  call  it? 
Ross'  iiiduslry  and  the  carpenters'  delij^ht  ; 
l-'ramed  in  six  da}  s  and  raised  before  night. 

This  mill  was  operated  until  worn  out  and  replaced  with  modern 
improvements  with  iron  or  "  patent waterwheel.  This  was  the  fourth  and 
last  mill  owned  by  Ik-njamin  Ross.  He  sold  it  to  M.  J.  Morton,  who  sold  it 
to  Joel  Partridge:  he  rebuilt  it  and  sold  to  Wesley  Martin.  Three  miles 
above  the  Ross  mill  John  Hines  and  William  Newton  in  1819  built  a  saw- 
mill on  the  Cassadaga,  and  in  1822  built  the  first  gristmill  of  that  section. 
Joel  and  Thomas  Walkup  owned  them  later,  and  they  were  long  known  as 
the  Walkup  mills.  John  Cobb  operated  them  later.  He  and  his  brother 
Rolland  were  then  largely  interested  in  lumbering.  The  last  owner  was  R. 
M.  Miller.  Hatch  creek,  the  next  tributary  on  which  mills  were  built, 
empties  into  the  Cassadaga  half-a-mile  above  Walkup  mills,  and  flows  through 
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Bucklin's  Corners,  early  called  Vermont.'"  There  was  only  one  mill  on 
this  stream  at  any  time.  Samuel  Sinclear  was  builder  and  owner  of  one  of 
the  first  mills.  Tower  run,  a  small  stream  heading  in  Ellery,  was  the  next 
stream  utilized.  Henry  Shaw  built  its  first  mill  in  181 6.  Klisha  Tower 
and  Jesse  Dexter  built  a  mill  in  1827,  which  was  burned  after  running  18 
months  and  rej)orted  to  have  been  rebuilt  and  running  in  six  days.  Holden 
Moon  built  a  third  mill  on  this  stream  about  1840. 

lv\R[,v  BoATixr,  AND  HoATiu'i M)i X(;. — Nathan  lirown  wrote  several  arti- 
cles for  newspapers,  from  which  we  condense  : 

Walkiip's  Mills  was  the  head  of  keelboat  navigation  oil  the  Ca<sa(la^;a,  and  when  we  first 
saw  it  in  1823  there  were  at  the  wharf  two  keen>oats,  one  piroj^ne,  a  balean  and  some  canoes. 
The  boats  had  discharged  their  lading  of  iron,  nails,  window  glass,  bacon,  flour,  grindstones, 
and  a  miscellaneous  variety  of  other  goods,  including,  not  least,  Monongahela  whiskey,  then 
deeme<l  as  essential  to  life  by  lumbenncn,  boatmen  and  pioneers.  These  boats  were  poled  or 
"  cordelled  "  uj)  the  AUegany  and  Conewango  rapids  by  a  hanly  set  of  men  who  had  become 
inured  to  the  life  and  could  endure  any  amount  of  fatigue.  One  of  the  boats  was  loaded  for  a 
return  trip  by  putting  in  '*  black  salts,"  made  by  the  pioneers  by  ieacliing  ashes  and  boiling  the 
lye,  and  potash,  which  was  juade  from  black  salts.  ]k>th  were  u>cd  in  making  glass  in  the  I'itts- 
burgh  factories.  They  also  took  as  ]K\rt  of  their  loading  deer  and  bearskins,  furs,  maple  sugar, 
and  other  products  of  a  new  country.  The  ])ateau  was  beii.g  loadvl  with  shaved  white  pine 
shingles  in  the  center  (  bought  for  50  cents  a  thousand  )  leaving  a  space  on  each  side  for  the  1)oat- 
mcn  to  walk  with  their  poles.  The  keelboats  wire  40  feel  long  a;nl  10  feet  wide,  built  without 
deck'^.  and  the  ficight  was  covered  uilh  a  tarj)auliii,  ()\\  each  side  rva^  a  walk  on  wliieh  was 
naiU.'d  cleats  to  prevent  the  ])oatnien  Trom  slij)i)iiig.  The  poles  were  of  white  ash,  al)outten  leet 
long,  with  a  turned  knob  on  the  small  end  to  set  against  tiie  shoulder,  and  here  the  hard  work 
came  in  that  tested  emlurance.  The  bateaux  were  about  40  feet  long  also,  seven  or  eight  feet 
wide,  built  extremely  light  and  strf)ng.  The  i)irogues  w  ere  made  of  two  stirks  of  timber  scooped 
and  worked  out  and  matched  in  the  center  to  a  shape  like  a  canoe,  were  w  ide  enough  to  take  in 
a  barrel  crossways,  and  could  carry  {piite  .a  carg().  J^awmill  owners  were  obliged  when  building 
their  dams  to  construct  locks  to  allow  boats  to  pass,  and  when  we  became  familiar  with  the 
streams,  locks  existed  on  all  of  the  dams  from  Warren  to  Jamestow  n.  Keelboaliiig  was  contin- 
ued for  years  on  the  Allegany  by  a  larger  class  of  decked  boats  draw  n  by  horse"^.  They  brought 
nearly  all  the  iron,  nails,  glass  and  building  material  used  in  the  country.  The  ]>ioneer  axe 
factory  at  Dexterville,  aiul  the  i)ail  factory  at  Jamestow  n  uj)  to  iS4()  ])rocured  tlu  ir  iron,  wire 
and  paints  at  Pittsburgh  and  shipped  them  in  keelboats  to  W-irreu.  I'latb- >,iting  and  storeboat- 
ing  dates  back  to  an  early  day.  riumb's  pond  at  Levant  was  an  early  building  place  of  them. 
They  were  from  60  to  80  feet  long  and  built  l)ottomside  u]),  and  it  took  all  the  men  that  could 
be  gathere<l  from  miles  around  to  turn  one  over  when  completed.  The  first  one  I  ever  saw 
turnefl  was  Iniilt  at  Plvunb's  ]>ond  in  1852  for  Renhani,  Rogers  &  Scott.  In  i8j^5  Wood  tSc  Part- 
ridge built  a  set  of  stocks  for  boat  turning  in  front  of  their  ])ail  factory  at  "  Piousville  "  extend- 
ing it  nearly  up  to  the  dam.  Here  Wood  Partridge,  IJeiiham,  Rogers  ^:  Scott,  Scott  ^S:  Har- 
rows, R.  V.  Cunningham  ^  Nathan  Brown  made  many  boats.  S.  P..  Winsor  later  built  stocks 
for  lx)ats  at  Levant,  then  removed  them  to  Worksl>urg  (Falconer)  just  below  the  sawmill. 
Here  he  built  many  boats,  25  for  me.  Nelson  lirown,  and  Charles  Clark  Co.  built  boats  of  a 
superior  quality.  John  Wilson  <S:  Sons  erected  stocks  on  the  east  side  of  sasli-factory  pond,  ami 
some  years  later  built  some  at  Myers.  The  last  set  was  at  Plumb's  ])on<l  where  boats  were  built 
until  iHHi).  Storeboat  Imilding  in  lUlicott  was  no  mean  industry,  as  L  besides  ail  the  others, 
have  had  over  150  boats  built. 

Falconkr, 'the  prosperous  and  rapidly  growing  manufacturing  village  ot 
Ellicott,  is  an  incorporated  village,  joining  the  city  of  Jamestown  on  the  east. 
It  is  located  on  level  ground  with  dry  gravelly  soil,  surrounded  by  a  fine 
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farming  country,  and  lias  an  intelligent  progressive  population  of  about 
i,ooo.  It  has  most  excellent  shipping  facilities,  two  of  the  lines  of  the  Erie 
Railway  system  forming  a  junction  with  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany  Valley  and 
Pittsburgh  railroad  south  of  the  Chadakoin  river,  and  the  latter  road  having 
also  a  station  north  of  the  Chadakoin  connecting  with  the  Jamestown  Elec- 
tric Street  Railway.  An  abundance  of  excellent  water  underlies  the  village 
at  a  depth  of  from  15  to  20  feet  and  is  obtained  easily  through  driven  wells. 
Robert  Falconer,  the  first  of  that  family,  was  a  Scotchman,  who  after  a 
prosperous  business  career  in  New  York,  located  in  Warren,  Pa.,  and  was  the 
first  ])resident  of  the  ill-fated  Lumbermen's  Bank  of  Warren."  He  was  at 
one  time  interested  with  Daniel  Hazeltine  in  his  manufacturing  in  James- 
town, and  purchased  real  estate  at  Dexterville  and  Worksburg  and  at  Ken- 
nedy. His  sons  Patrick  and  William  became  possessed  of  these  valuable 
interests,  and  were  extensive  lumbermen  and  mill  owners.  Patrick  studied 
lav/  with  Judge  Hazeltine,  for  a  time  Was  his  partner,  and  in  1840  bought  his 
father's  interests  at  Dexterville  and  Worksburg.  In  1844,  selling  the  Dex- 
terville property,  he  became  owner  of  Worksburg  (which  took  his  name), 
and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1887.  William,  although  a  minor,  was 
by  special  legislation  made  executor  of  his  father's  will.  He  built  the  build- 
ing now  the  hotel  at  Falconer,  and  had  other  interests  there.  He  was  later 
a  prominent  resident  of  Kennedy,  where  he  rebuilt  the  mills,  and  conducted 
extensive  lum])ering  and  merchandising  for  years. 

W.  T.  Falconer  and  D.  K.  Merrill  formed  the  W.  T.  Falconer  Manfac- 
turing  Company  "  in  1888,  to  make  apiarian  su])plies,  washing  machines, 
advertising  nox'elties,  etc.  ^fheir  large  fietory  is  at  h'alconer  station.  Tliey 
ha\e  eni|)l<)\  1(1  loo  operaliws,  and  ])ubli^h  The  licck-fi'pcry^  a  monlhi\' 
journal.  V.  T.  ]\leriiani  estal)H>lK(l  an  extensive  business  here  in  18SS  f(^r 
making  sasli,  d^ors  and  ])]in(ls.  I'Y-nton,  R()])ertson  *S:  C(j.,  ha\-e  employed 
Irom  5')  to  men  in  making  sideboards  and  Ijookcases.  Carlsoii,  HNjom- 
cpiist  c\:  Co..  ha\e  ean^loyed  (>\'er  50  o{)eratives  in  making  chamber  sets. 
In  I S()2  i!ie  Lister  Mills,  lor  the  '.nanufactnre  of  textile  fa])rics,  were  located 
he:e  and  the  eonipan\-  (jrgani.-ed  with  a  ca})ital  of  S3()0,ockx  Large  and  sub- 
stantial brick  buiMin_L',s  were  e  rected  in  1892,  and  the  intention  is  nlliniatel)' 
to  employ  from  r.oi^oto  ()j)erali\'es.     (loodwill  »S:  Ashw*)rth  erected  a. 

large  brick  ])nii(!i:ig  in  iS'jj  fur  the  mannfaelnre  of  woolen  warp,  which  has 
ca]>acit\'  for  man.)-  eni'j.loyes.  Warions  oilier  manufactories,  several  mercan- 
tile esta])]ishnients,  two  hotels,  two  churches  and  a  large  and  beautiful  school 
building  make  up  a  thri\-in<;  and  a.clive  coinnnnntv.  (tU\-  H.  Fuller,  dep- 
ut\'  lactor\-  in^])tctor,  ,^i\"es  the  nianufaclnring  industries  of  I'alconer,  in  Ma)' 
1894,  as  "  l)icycle  works,  furniture  factor)',  sash,  door  and  blind  factor)',  towel 
works,  no\-eU)-  works,  mantel  works,  mills  for  textile  fabrics,  planing  mill." 
The  first  mill  in  this  countr)-  to  make  astrachan  cloth  is  also  located  here. 
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Charles  M.  Reed  was  born  in  Sinclairville,  March  18,  1862^  son  of  Rich- 
ard and  Therese  (Burlinganie)  Reed,  His  education  was  acquired  at  the 
Sinclairville  Academy,  Fredonia  Normal  School  and  Albany  Law  School. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in  May  1885,  and  commenced  his  law 
practice  in  his  native  town  in  1886.    In  1893  he  removed  to  Falconer. 

Ephraim  Mosher,  son  of  Peter  Mosher,  was  born  in  Openham,  Fulton 
county,  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1802,  and  came  to  P^llin<;ton  in  1837.  Here  he  mar- 
ried in  1844,  Harriet  L.,  dauy;hter  of  Henry  and  Eva  (lui^ersoU)  Abbey. 
They  resided  in  Poland  from  1845  i860,  when  they  moved  to  P'alconer, 
where  Mr.  Mosher  died  in  1875.  Their  children  were  Henrietta  (Mrs.  R.  I. 
Cowdcn),  \'ictoria  M.  (Mrs.  S.  Ely),  Stiles  B.,  who  lives  with  his  mother. 

Willard  Cass,  son  of  Pliny  Cass,  was  born  in  Carroll,  October  25,  1825. 
In  February,  1864,  enlisted  in  Co.  A.,  1 12th  Re<;t.,  X.  Y.  Vols.,  and  in  May 
died  at  I)eaufort,  South  Carolina,  of  disease  contracted  in  service.  He  mar- 
ried a  descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  PCllicott,  a  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Pamelia  (Smith)  Artliur,  in  1855,  and  resided  in  P'alconcr,  where 
Mrs.  Cass  lives.    They  had  three  children,  Alice  M.,  Lida  A.,  and  A.  Dora. 

S\vi:i)iSH  CiiURCUKS. — In  1891  the  Swedes  erected  a  I'nion  Church  " 
of  brick  on  a  lot  60x120  feet  presented  to  them.  The  property  is  worth 
<2,ooo.  The  members  then  consisted  of  35  Lutherans,  30  Melliodists  and 
25  ?iIissiou  PViends.    The  Lutherans  in  1S92  formed  an  indc])en(lent  society. 

Mi/riroDiST  l^riscoi'Ai.  CurRCii. — In  the  fall  of  1892  I>ro()klyu  Heights 
ChajK^l  of  this  church,  then  a  Smiday-school  mission  of  Jamestown  church, 
and  Falconer  *'  appointment,"  having  preaching  once  a  fortnight  on  Sun- 
day afternoons,  with  50  members  connected  with  PVewsburg,  were  joined  in 
one  charge  "  and  named  The  Second  M.  }\.  Church  of  Jamestown.''  The 
trustees,  C.  L.  Hough,  T.  J.  Pratt,  H.  Iv  P>runson,  erected  a  parsonage  cost- 
ing <i,6oo  on  a  lot  secured  adjoining  the  church.    Membership  200. 

Sui'KR VISORS. — 1813-14-15,  James  Prendergast ;  1816-1 7-18-19-20-21-22, 
John  Frew;  1823-4-5,  James  Hall;  1826,  Solomon  Jones ;  1827,  Nathaniel 
Fenton  ;  1828-9,  Solomon  Jones  ;  1830,  Nathaniel  Fenton  ;  1 83 1-2-3-4-5-6-7- 
8-9-40,  Samuel  Barrett;  1841-2,  William  Hall;  1843,  Horace  Allen;  1844, 
Samuel  P>arrett ;  1845-6,  Henry  Baker  ;  1847-8,  Augustus  P\  Allen  ;  1849- 
50,  Ciiarles  Butler ;  1851,  R.  V.  Cunningham;  1852,  Augustus  h\  Allen; 
1853-4,  Henry  Baker;  1855,  Simeon  W.  Parks;  1856,  Augustus  F.  Allen; 
1857,  Francis  W.  Palmer;  1858-9,  Lewis  Hall;  i860- 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8,  Augus- 
tus F.  Allen;  1869-70,  Jerome  Preston;  1871-2-3-4,  Augustus  F.  Allen; 
1875-6,  Lewis  Hall;  1877,  Corydon  Hitchcock;  1878T9  John  T.  Wilson  ; 
1880-1-2-3,  Robert  N.  Marvin;  1884-5,  Daniel  Griswold  ;  1886-7-8,  Gustavus 
A.  Bentley,  2d;  1 889-90-1-2-3-4,  Alonzo  Halliday. 


670 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


CITY  OF  JAMESTOWN. 

*'  Out  of  inonuniciits,  names,  words,  proverbs,  traditions,  records, 
frajjjments  of  stone,  passa^^es  of  hooks,  and  tlie  like,  we  doe  save  and 
recover  somewhat  from  the  dehii^e  of  time." 

:   :  CHAPTER  LXH. 

TIIH  CITY  OK  JAMKSTOWN. 

THREE  miles  l)elo\v  the  foot  of  Chautauqua  lake  on  its  winding  and 
deep  outlet  (Chadakoin  river)  is  located  the  picturesque  nianufactur- 
nvj;  city  of  Jamestown.  Its  streets  and  avenues  climb  the  steeply 
.slnpiiio-  ])anks  of  the  stream,  or  stretch  in  k)ii<;  levels  for  extensive  distances. 
Not  only  all  the  original  site  Jias  ]:)een  occuj)ied  hut  English  and  Swede  hills, 
Dexterville  and  TiOanyville  ( Ivist  Jamestown ),  with  much  adjacent  territory 
have  been  a])sorbed,  wliile  from  its  contiguit\'  I'alconer  has  attained  ra|)id 
growth  and  Lakewood  assumed  its  importance.  The  city  of  today  with 
its  numerous  smokestacks  indicating  a  regular  throbbing  of  the  heart  of 
industry,  its  elegant  churches,  its  magnificent  business  blocks,  its  elaborate 
school  edifices,  its  arti•^tic  li])rary  1)uilding,  its  miles  of  electric  and  other 
railroads,  its  fleet  of  steamboats,  its  disphi\'  oi" residences  crowning  the  charm- 
ing liills  and  ornamenting  llie  defiles,  would  seem  to  its  founder  (could  he 
return  and  \  isit  it)  as  a  cieatiou  of  fi'r\  laii(l  or  an  optical  delusion,  so  much 
its  prospeiilN-  exceeds  wliat  e\'eii  his  vivid  imagination  had  forecasted. 

Jame.stowii  has  many  ad\-antages  for  still  greater  develo])ment  as  a  manu- 
facturing center.  It  has  the  purest  water  and  the  lowest  death  rate  of  any  city 
in  the  Tniteil  States.  Its  railroad  facilities  give  it  eas)'  and  ra|)id  communi- 
cation witli  the  east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south.  It  is  fa\'ored 
with  two  luanches  of  the  great  Erie  railway  system,  on  which  it  is  only  447 
miles  from  Xew  York  city,  540  from  Chi(^ago,  414  from  Cincinnati  and  69 
from  IhifTalo.  Tlie  Chautau(|ua  Lake  railway  opened  in  1888  gives  it  a 
western  outlet  b\'  the  Western  Xew  York  and  Pennsylvania,  the  "  Xickel 
Plate''  and  the  Lake  Shore  railway>.  It  is  in  touch  with  Dunkirk  and 
Pittsburgh  by  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany  Valley  <S:  Pittsburgh  R.  R.  Its  central 
position  between  the  northern  (Bradford)  oil  fields  and  the  southern  ones  of 
Pennsy  lvania  has  been  of  advantage  to  its  welfare  as  successful  oil  operators 
liave  made  their  residence  here.  The  steady  growth  and  increasing  pros- 
perity of  Jamestown  have  been  the  result  of  the  application  of  correct  prin- 
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ciples  to  a  dcvclopiuent  of  iiianufacturiiij^  and  industrial  interests.  It  was 
establislied  as  a  nianufacturin<T^  town,  and  its  liberal  and  enterprising  citizens 
have  cordially  welcomed  and  reached  out  after  valuable  additions.  A  board 
of  trade  has  been  in  existence  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and,  when 
occasion  requires,  gives  organized  and  systematic  support  to  movements 
benefiting  the  public  weal.  Hand  in  hand  with  this  has  worked  the  furni- 
ture board  of  trade,  which  devotes  itself  to  the  interests  of  the  numerous 
furniture  manufacturing  establishments.  The  never-failing  water-power  of 
Chadakoin  river,  the  high  attitude  of  the  city,  assuring  climatic  conditions 
in  the  highest  degree  favorable  to  health,  its  exhaustless  supply  of  the  purest 
of  waters  from  a  system  of  artesian  wells,  the  fact  that  it  is  surrounded  on  all 
sides  by  a  rich  and  productive  agricultural  country  ;  all  these  combine  to 
make  a  city  whose  lactory  fires  shall  increase  from  }  ear  to  year,  whose  dig- 
nit}'  and  reputation  shall  grow  from  decade  to  decade,  and  whose  wealth  and 
prosperity  shall  only  be  surpassed  by  its  generosity  and  unobtrusiveness. 

The  original  purchase  of  James  Prendergast  included  all  of  township 
2,  range  11,  embraced  in  the  west  and  middle  third  of  lots  33  and  34,  lot  41, 
and  the  south  part  of  lot  42."  "^'The  first  resident  was  John  Blowers  in  1810. 
He  was  a  workman  in  Mr.  Prendergast's  employ,  and  the  location  of  his  house 
was  marked  in  1S70  by  a  monument  erected  by  Hon.  H. (iT.  Fuote,  bearing 
a  suitable  inscription.  In  iSii  Mr.  Prendergast  became  a  resident  of  tlie 
incipient  city  in  a  more  pretentious  log  house,  which  was  burned  with  valu- 
able contents  in  tlie  fire  that  destroyed  his  first  mill.  The  first  milldam  was 
just  above  vSteele  street  bridge.  Reuben  vSlayton  had  a  s.iwmill  on  (joose 
creek  in  Harmony  as  early  as  1810,  and  Hon.  E.  T.  Foote,  in  an  annotation 
in  a  copy  of  "  Frencirs  Gazetteer,"  owned  by  Willard  McKinstry,  says  : 
From  that  sawmill  Judge  Prendergast  procured  sawed  stulT  for  his  first 
mill.''  This  sawmill  was  "raised"  in  vSepteniber,  181 1,  tiie  dam  com- 
})leted  in  December,  the  mill  commenced  to  saw  in  F'ebruary,  181 2,  and  was 
burned  the  same  season.  The  dam  caused  the  Hooding  of  the  farms  along 
Lake  Chautauqua,  whose  waters  were  permanently  raised,  and  was  aband- 
oned. To  secure  another  site  Mr.  Prendergast  ])urcliased  S'>o  acres  more, 
"  the  east  thirds  of  lots  33  and  34,  and  north  part  of  42,"  which  included  the 
])resent  business  center  of  Jamestown.  The  war  of  181  2  ])rought  disaster  to 
all  enterprises.  Monev  bee  une  scarce,  and  tlic*  piper  currency  nearly  worth- 
less. P'ears  of  Indian  dej)re(lations  were  not  unfounded,  and  Mr.  Prendergast 
experienced  trouble  upon  trouble.  Put  discoui agement  only  stimulated  him. 
He  manifested  the  same  courage,  push  and  capability  tliat  have  been  charac- 
teristic of  the  later  manufacturers  of  this  city,  and  steadily  and  persistently 
laid  well  the  foundations  of  the  Jamestown  of  today.  Little  was  done  in 
181 2,  but  a  double  frame  house  was  built  between  First  and  Second  streets 

•I'or  early  HcttlctnciitH  sire  paRCH  203  tu  ?oH. 
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near  Cherry,  which  Mr.  Prendergast  and  Capt.William  Forbes,  his  superinten- 
dent, occupied  in  December.  Travel  along  Chadakoin  river  must  have  been 
extensive  and  the  passing  of  keelboats  frequent,  for  a  tavern  was  opened  in 
1S13.  By  this  time  (18 13)  there  was  a  stir  of  life.  A  bridge  was  commenced 
over  the  "  Outlet,"  but  no  road  penetrated  the  thick  forests.  The  travel  was 
all  on  the  water.  J.  &  H.  Prendergast  this  year  sent  goods  down  the  lake  to 
stock  a  store  for  the  hands  working  on  the  new  mills  must  have  their  wants 
supplied.  In  1S14  roads  were  laid  and  opened  in  various  directions.  The 
bridge  was  finished,  i>37.67  of  the  $100  appropriated  for  the  entire  county 
being  a]^plicd  upon  it.  The  war  was  over.  Prosj)ective  settlers  were  freed 
from  anxiety  for  safety,  and  came  and  brought  others.  The  new  sawmill 
could  now  furnish  boards  and  several  shanties  were  erected.  ''In  1814  IMr. 
Prendergast  set  about  building  gristmills  to  bridge  that  awful  chasm  between 
$19  flour  and  'three  shilling'  wheat.''  Jacob  Fenton  commenced  a  tavern 
worthy  the  name,  which  fronted  Chadakoin  river  at  the  keelboat  landing  east 
of  Main  street  and  south  of  vSecond.  This  was  kept  by  Mr.  Fenton  till  his 
removal  to  Muvauua  in  1822.  He  also  established  a  pottery  adjoining  the 
ta\'ern,  and  the  red  cups  and  saucers  there  made  yet  here  and  there  linger  in 
existence.  This  year  Mr.  Prendergast  built  a  snuill  frame  dwelling,  which 
he  occu]:)ie(l  for  many  \'ears,  on  Second  street  just  west  of  the  Chautauciua 
County  National  P.ank.  John  P)lowers  built  a  small  house  on  the  west  side 
of  Main,  on  lot  later  plotted  as  "lot  3." 

Notable  additions  were  made  to  the  settlers  in  181 5,  men  of  education 
and  professional  men  had  heard  of  "The  Rapids,"  and  Klial  T.  lHK)te,  its 
first  ])]i\'sician,  came  this  spring,  and  Dr.  I/d)an  Ila/.eltine  came  in  May,  bnt 
a  few  weeks  later,  with  his  family.  .\  yoinig  graduate  of  Williams  College, 
Al)ner  Ilazeltine,  came  in  Novenil)er,  and  commenced  the  first  academical 
school  of  the  south  part  of  the  county  in  the  large  academy  building  Mr. 
Prendergast  built  this  year.  Horace  Allen,  later  general,  "and  active  partici- 
pant in  village  affairs,  the  soul  of  good  nature,  highly  esteemed,"  came  also  this 
year.  The  great  de\'elopment  of  the  city  on  the  "south  side  "  is  due  to  his 
earnest  efibrts.  vSuch  meji  as  these  add  strength  to  any  community,  and 
how  much  more  value  do  their  mentalit\',  vigor  and  culture  impart  to  the 
infant  settlements  of  civilization.  Years  have  passed.  The  struggling  ham- 
let has  become  a  city,  they  and  the  village  grew  together,  and,  when  in 
ripened  years  they  closed  their  earthly  career,  they  had  inelTaceably  stamped 
their  vigorous  personalities  upon  the  place,  so  long  tlie  scene  of  their  activi- 
ties. An  old  townsman  says:  "I  can  now  see  Jndge  l*reudergast  as  he 
listened  to  some  |)erson\s  account  of  his  wants  which  he  was  sure  to  relieve. 
He  was  a  father  to  the  needy.  Dr.  I'oote  was  one  of  tlie  ruling  personages, 
hjiergetic  and  ambitions,  man\  of  his  moves  ran  counter  to  the  views  and 
feelings  of  his  associates,  yet  his  many  good  traits  of  character  procured  him 
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hosts  of  friends.  Labitn  Hazeltine,  an  honest,  skillful  physician,  who  never 
dealt  out  medicine  not  needed  to  increase  his  charges  ;  his  brother,  Abner 
Hazeltine,  belonged  to  a  profession  proverbially  suspected,  but  he  was  one  of 
nature's  noblemen,  whose  patent  of  nobility  came  from  God." 

In  the  spring  of  1815  Jamestown  village  was  inaugurated  by  a  survey  of 
lots  of  50x120  feet,  which  were  offered  for  sale  at  ^50  each.  The  price 
remained  unchanged  for  a  dozen  years.  Judge  P'oote  thus  describes  The 
Rapids"  in  1815:  i     story  gristmill  building  with  two  runs  of  stones, 

two  single  sawmills  and  one  gang  sawmill,  all  owned  by  James  Prendergast. 
There  was  one  small  store  of  goods  owned  by  Jediah  and  Martin  Prendergast 
of  Mayville,  managed  by  Thomas  Disher,  a  clerk.  Two  small  shaiUy  l)lack- 
smith  shops  were  occupied  by  Hleazer  Daniels  and  Patrick  Campbell,  and  a 
small  out-of-doors  tannery  owned  by  John  Purge  and  James  Rice.  The  chiet 
business  was  cutting  lumber.  (vSee  page  324).  In  November  1S15  there 
were  13  families  living  on  Jamestown  territory,  occupying  rude  cabins,  and 
some  men  without  families.  A  few  families  lived  in  adjacent  territory  ;  one 
in  the  extreme  northwestern  corner  of  the  city's  limits,  and  two  or  three  at 
Cas.s's  Mills  (  Hast  Jamestown)."  In  the  winter  of  1.S15-16  several  families 
arrived.  The  first  New  Year's  ball  was  an  event.  It  occurred  January  i, 
1S16,  in  the  ])artly  completed  hotel  William  Clark  and  Jesse  Smith  were 
building  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets. 

Pvven  \  et  the  village  was  but  a  ragged  hole  cut  in  a  gloomy  forest  wilder- 
ness. ( )iily  about  60  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  swami)s,  ])urned  logs, 
stumps,  mireholes  and  unpainted  caljins  perched  on  wooden  1)locks  were  the 
chief  features  of  the  clearing,"  while  surrounding  this  on  every  side  a 
forest  of  majestic  pines  towered  heavenv/ard.  Tlie  second  dam  was  located 
where  is  now  that  of  L.  P.  Warner's  mill.  The  sawmill  built  here  burned 
this  spring  (1S16),  but  was  soon  rebuilt.  A  "  I'ourtli  of  July  "  celebration 
was  held  in  Nathan  Cass's  unfinished  hotel  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main 
and  Second  streets.  James  Prendergast,  Es{j.,"  was  president  of  the  occasion, 
Abner  Hazeltine  orator,  Jesse  Smith  read  the  Declaration,"  there  was  a 
large  gathering  from  the  settlements  along  the  lake  and  the  southern  towns 
and  a  glorious  time  was  had  with  powder,  gingerbread,  cider,  and  "  other 
refreshments"  to  add  to  the  hilarity.  1816  was  the  C(^]d  year,"  frosts  and 
freezes  in  every  month  cut  off  all  crops,  and  many  were  discouraged  and 
departed  for  a  more  genial  region.  P*ever  and  ague  was  j^revalent  also,  and 
threatened  to  remain.  But  the  timorous  were  thus  weeded  out  while  the 
strong  men  remained,  and  this  year  accessions  were  made  to  their  numbers 
of  men  of  brain  and  influence.  Daniel  Hazeltine,  "  a  man  of  great  industry, 
unimpeachable  integrity,  and  an  ornament  to  society  ; "  Samuel  Barrett, 
**  later  major,  and  bank  president,  social  and  friendly,  a  business  man  in  every 
sense;"    Samuel  A.  Brown,  **  that  eccentric,  honest,  confiding  yet  cautious 
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man,  whose  fare  like  himself  was  plain  and  substantial ;  "  Thomas  W.  Har- 
vey, later  general,  a  man  of  wonderful  inventive  skill,  the  inventor  of  the 
machines  in  use  to  make  gimlet-pointed  screws  and  brass  pins.  (His  son 
Hayward,  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  Harvey  armor-plate  used  on  U.  S. 
iron-clads,  was  born  in  Jamestown)  ;  Royal  Keyes,  "an  ingenious  mechanic 
and  of  strong  religious  sentiments  ;  "  Rufus  Pier,  that  quiet,  steady  hat- 
ter, whohe  judicial  mind  cauj-cd  him  to  be  made  *  justice'  year  after  year;" 
William  Hall,  ''of  great  strength,  untiring  industry,  sound  judgement — a 
father  of  the  cily  in  businc^^s  and  religion      all  these  came  in  1816. 

Silas  Tiffany,  ''a  j^oHshcd,  dignified  gcntkman  of  the  old  scIkjoI,  whose 
gentle  manners  won  him  ma\y  friends,  and  who,  during  his  residence  here 
of  over  half  a  century,  was  a  highl}' esteemed  citizen,"  came  in  June,  1816. 
We  take  this  from  a  memorial  prepared  by  W.  W.  Henderson  in  1883  : 

*'  At  the  time  of  Mr,  TitTan\ 's  arrival  the  area  now  occupied  by  the  city  was  largely  covered 
with  an  unhroken  forest  of  pine.  lJ»;er  were  numerous,  and  bears  and  wolves  not  uncommon. 
Of  the  few  buildings  that  had  been  erected  was  the  houj-e  on  Main  street,  built  by  lilowers  for 
.ludge  Prenderj^ast  as  a  boarding  house,  then  the  home  of  Dr.  Ha/eltine,  the  house  on  C  herry 
street  built  as  a  residence  for  .liidge  Prendergast  and  ("apt.  "William  Forbes;  the  new  house  just 
comjileted  for  .ludge  Prendergast  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street  ;  the  tavern  of  .lacob  Fenton, 
and  a  other  small  houses  and  a  few  buildings \et  inccmj)lete.  Soon  after  Mr.  Tiffany's  arri- 
val he  jnirchascd  the  ]f)t  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  and  erected  a  large 
two-storied  store,  to  the  north  side  of  which  he  attached  a  cne-storitd  building  for  a  residence. 
The  first  jierson  to  occup}' this  residence  was  J.  E.  Pudlong  ;  afteiwards  Penjamin  Ihidlong  ; 
and,  after  Mr.  ^J'ilTany's  marriage,  it  was  his  heme  until  1837,  when  seven  1  uildings  on  the  east 
side  t)f  Main  street  I  etween  Second  and  Ihiid  were  destr(>}cd  by  fire,  including  Mr.  l  iflany's 
liouse  and  store.  Not  counting  the  shanty  store  <-n  Mr.  'J"itTan)  's  lots  when  he  purchaasd  them, 
his  was  the  second  store  in  the  tov  n  ;  his  fiist  gt  <  ds  arrivtd  in  the  fall  of  1S17.  His  store  was 
first  built  on  bloi  ks,  as  then  \\a>  usual.  In  the  spring  of  iSi9  he  dug  a  cellar  inider  it  an<l  under 
the  house,  and  built  cellar  walls  of  stone  ;  these  were-the  (\r>i  stone  walls  built  in  .himestown." 

The  village  now  steadily  increased  in  importance.  In  1822  Dr.  Foote 
])urchased  the  reserve  land  "  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  between  the 
Preiulergast  land  and  the  Dexterville  tract,  plotted  it  into  lots  of  from  five 
to  40  acres,  one  of  11  acres  included  the  ''water-power  at  the  lower  dam." 
This  land  sold  rapidly,  Horace  Allen  bought  the  site  and  built  the  fir.st  mill 
where  John  T.  Wilson's  mill  stands,  other  improvements  were  made  and  in 
1 827  Jamestown  was  read)'  for  incorporation.  Among  the  prominent  arri- 
vals in  these  years  were  Col.  Augustus  F.  Allen,  later  meml)er  of  Congress 
elect,  ''  a  natural  leader,  with  executive  qualities  far  greater  than  are  })ossessed 
by  but  very  few  ;  "  Dascum  Allen,  ''  a  thorough, active  business  man, ever  ready 
to  assist  others  ;  Col.  Henry  Baker,  ''  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  the  town. 
Alwa\'s  wide-awake,  proni])t  and  active — the  riglit  kind  of  a  man  to  gi\'e 
tone  to  society  and  build  up  a  place  ;  "  Woodley  W.  Chandler  and  John  \\\ 
Win.sor,  who,  in  their  carding  and  cloth-dre.ssing,  rendered  great  aid  to  the 
farmers  of  a  wide  range  ;  "  Adolphus  F'^letcher,  founder  of  the  Journal^  "  an 
example  of  patient  endurance,  of  poorly  recompensed  labor,  who  died,  as  he 
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lived,  an  honest  man  ; "  Solomon  and  Ellick  Jones,  the  first  a  worthy  pat- 
riarch whose  memory  is  reverenced  by  nnmerons  descendants  ;  "  the  second 

an  energetic  man,  well  fitted  for  pioneer  life,  and  to  battle  with  its  hard- 
ships ;  "  Charles  R.  Harvey,  later  a  mercliant,  snccessfnl  inventor  and  a  most 
remarkable  iron  worker;  Silas  Shearman  "a  strong  abolitionist,  never  a 
bigot  nor  nnreasonable,  always  social  and  brimfnl  of  kindly  feeling  ; George 
W.  Tew,  "  the  financial  and  executive  genius,  a  natural  financier  ;  William 
H.  Tew,  '*  the  persistent  man  ;  dominated  by  a  sense  of  justice,  he  never 
failed  to  espouse  the  honest  cause  of  the  weak  and  oppressed." 

Jamestown  was  incorporated  as  a  village  March  6,  1S27,  with  these  bound- 
aries :  Beginning  at  the  southeast  comer  of  James  Hall's  land,  (lot  27,  town- 
ship 2,  range  11);  thence  south  to  the  town  line,  between  townships  i  and 
2  ;  thence  west  to  the  line  of  the  town  of  Busti  ;  thence  north  to  the  outlet 
of  Chautauqua  lake  ;  thence  up  said  outlet  to  Solomon  Jones'  land,  (  lot  35, 
township  2,  range  11)  ;  thence  east  to  the  place  of  beginning.  The  first  vil- 
lage election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Solomon  Jones  when  were  elected  : 
trustees,  Thomas  W.  Harvey,  Jediah  E.  Budlong,  Daniel  Hazeltine,  Jr., 
Samuel  Barrett,  Alvin  Plumb  ;  treasurer,  Samuel  A.  Brown  ;  collector,  R. 
F.  Fcnton  ;  clerk,  George  W.  Tev/.  E.  T.  Foote,  Horace  Allen,  S.  A.  Brown, 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Joseph  Wait  were  appointed  to  draft  b\'laws.  The  first 
attempt  to  raise  a  tax  was  in  July,  1827,  when  the  proposition  to  raise  $300 

to  purchase  fire  apparatus  "  was  voted  down.  (The  people  built  by  con- 
tribution a  reservoir  for  fire  purposes  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets). 
In  1828  a  tax  of  $150  was  voted  to  buy  a  fire  engine,  etc.  In  1829  the  tax  was 
$45  to  build  an  engine  house  and  buy  fire  ladders.  For  several  years  the  vil- 
lage tax  was  $200  annually.  Joseph  Waite,  a  committee  a})pointed  for  the 
purpose,  reported  July  16,  1827,  a  bylaw  which  was  adopted.    We  quote  : 

"  In  the  words  folknvitig  to  :  U'/ioras,  certain  cxliibitions  and  shows  exhi1)ited  in  tlie 
villaj^e  of  Jamestown  tend  to  call  to^ctiier  the  youth  and  others  and  frequently  sucli  exhil)itions 
are  impositions  on  the  ]ni])lic  and  serve  to  disturb  the  ])ublic  ])eace  rather  tliau  enlighten  the 
mind  or  innocently  amuse  tlie  spectators.  Therefore,  />c  it  orJitiucJ  by  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Jamestown  ;  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  exhibit 
any  shows,  either  natural  or  artificial,  or  perfonn  any  feat  or  feats  of  Tuml^linj^  or  Jtallance  u|X)u 
the  slack  wire  or  jK'rform  and  scene  or  scenes  of  stajjje  i)layin|^,  or  any  other  performances  of 
any  kind  w  hatsoever  within  the  said  villaj^e,  for  which  jierformance  or  show  any  reward  or  com- 
pensation shall  in  any  manner  be  taken,  the  ])erson  or  ]>ersons  so  exhibiting  or  ])erf()rming, 
sliall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  trustees  of  said  village  for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation  the  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  each  distinct  show  or  exhibition." 

In  1828  Jamestown  contained  6  stores,  2  taverns,  2  groceries,  i  gristmill, 
4  sawmills,  i  woolen  factory,  2  clothing  shops,  2  tanneries,  2  tin  shops,  5 
shoe  .shops,  5  blacksmith  .shops,  i  chair  factory,  i  sa.sh  factor}',  2  distilleries, 
2  apothecaries,  3  tailors,  2  hatters,  2  saddlers,  2  wagon  makers,  2  cabinet 
makers,  3    law  shops,''  i  steamboat.    The  census  gives  as  **  householders 

Solomon  Jones,  William  and  Elisha  Hall,  Hibbert  Montague,  Abraham  Win- 
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sor,  J.  Warner  Wiiisor,  Abraham  Staples,  William  and  John  Breed,  Jacob 
Rice,  William  Knight,  William  Sherman,  Nathaniel  Barns,  Jesse  Carrier, 
Loren  Johnson,  Jndson  Southland,  William  Clark,  Phineas  Palmiter,  Richard 
Hillcr,  Barber  Babcock,  William  Carpenter,  Noah  W\  Harrington,  Joseph 
Waite,  Mrs.  Farnani,  Samnel  A.  Brown,  Royal  and  Eber  Keyes,  Harniis 
Willard,  Adolphns  Fletcher,  George  \\\  Tew,  Nicholas  Depew,  Henry  Mor- 
gan, Pearl  and  Henry  Johnson,  R.  K.  Lyon,  Daniel  Hazeltine,  Hiram  Kin- 
ney, James  Daley,  ( )wen  vSalisbury,  Thomas  W.  and  Charles  R.  Plarvey,  Alfred 
Wilcox,  James  Carney,  I'^aac  and  Isaac  luldy,  jr.,  Loren  Sherman,  Samuel  Bar- 
rett, Judiah  K.  Budlong;  Richard  P\  PVnton,  Salmon  Grout,  Daniel  Gibson, 
L>  nian  Crane,  Ivmerick  Evans,  Aaron  Taylor,  Ira  Hart,  Sedgwick  Benliam, 
Horace  and  Klisha  Allen,  Woodley  W.  Chandler,  James  and  James  ^Merrill,  Jr., 
Noah  Scliofield,  Rufus  Pier,  James  Prendergast,  Elial  T.  Foote,  William 
Forbes,  James  Clark,  D.  Phillips,  James  White,  Horace  Bacon,  James  Rich- 
ards, Sanford  Holman,  Laban  and  Abner  Hazeltine,  Wilford  Barker,  Amory 
Stearns,  John  b'ent,  (?)  Elmer  PVeeman.    Some  prominent  residents  were  not 
*'  householders,''  among  these  were  Silas  TilTany,  Silas  Shearman  and  wife, 
Henry  Baker  and  wife,  William  H.  Tew  and  wife,  Alvin  Plumb,  R.  V.  Cun- 
ningham, I).  S.  Walbridge.    Judge  Richard  P.  Marvin,  for  so  many  years 
an  actix'e  and  leading  personality  in  the  town,  the  count)',  and  the  state,  in 
an  address  delivered  before  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural 
Science  Jauuar\"  27,  1SS6,  said  : 

I  l  aiiic-  l(>  llu'  villas^o  of  JaiiK-slcnvn  in  1S29,  Jaiiicslown  was  then  an  ciitcrprisinj^  village  of 
ahout  (nn)  inhal litanls,  .siirroiuuktl  by  prinie\al  forests  mainly  of  niajestic  pines,  these  hein^ 
rapidly  ». ■on\ erUd  into  lumber  to  be  rafted  into  and  floated  do'.vn  the  outlet  to  the  Cassadai^a,  to 
the  Coiie\vam;i  I,  to  tile  Allegany  and  so  on  to  I'ittsburjj  h,  Cincinnati  and  other  ])laces  on  the 
Ohio  river,  there  to  be  -old  for  5"^,  5">  or  5i2  i)er  thousand  feet.  We  were  some  30  miles  from 
Lake  ICne,  75  miles  iVom  Iluffalo,  doinv;'  business  with  New  York,  All)any,  etc.,  throu).(h  Lake 
ICrie  to  Dunkirk  or  I'.arcelona  ;  if  the  latter  then  by  land  over  the  mountain  ran^e  to  Chant  au- 
(|ua  lake,  thence  by  a  steamboat  put  upon  the  lake  in  (S2S  to  Jamestown,  t<)  which  a  lar<j;^e 
rei^don  of  country  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Alle.i^any  river  in  Cattaranj^ns  and  Pennsylvania 
resorted  for  their  supplies.  The  princijjal  V)usiness  of  this  extensive  re^don  was  lumberinjj^. 
There  were  more  <lry  i(oods  stores  in  the  villa*(e  tln-n  than  now,  l)iit  no  <ijroceries  ;  tl>e  merchants 
kept  a  i;eneral  assortment  of  dry  j^^xxls,  j^roceries,  crockery,  iron,  nails,  salt,  Hour,  pork  and 
whiskey,  for  the  supply  of  their  customers,  mainly  lumbermen.  The  merclumts  visited  New- 
York  once  a  year,  some  of  them  twice,  beinj;  al)sent  three  or  four  weeks,  and  made  their  pur- 
chase larj^ely  on  cretlit,  and  their  sales  were  mainly  on  credit,  the  lumbermen  pa)in^  when 
they  realized  for  their  lumber  in  the  spring,  down  the  river.  Jamestown  possesse<l  an  indus- 
trious, enterpri^inlf  and  intellij^^ent  popidation.    There  were  few  idlers  among  ns. 

Tlie  condition  of  the  village  in  1S30  is  well  given  in  this  j)etition  for  a 
charter  for  a  bank,  which  throws  liglit  also  on  the  resources  of  the  surround- 
ing coinitry  : 

CHAUTAUQUE  COUNTY  BANK. 

The  applicants  for  the  Chautauciue  Co\inty  Bank  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts  iu 
relation  to  their  application  : 

Population  of  Chautauqua  county  in  iSii,  when  county  was  organized,  alx)ut  2,000.  Population  in  1S25,  20, « 
639.    Population  in  1S30,  34,668.    Increase  within  the  last  five  years  14,029. 
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EXPORTSl 

Hoanis,  planks  :m(l  other  sawtd  luinher,  .y\o(x>,<y>c>  ftct.  , 

l^'^tiinatcd  value  orsliiu^k"^,  lath,  window  sash,  staves  and  square  timber,  5^  ). 0*0. 

Tot  and  pearlaslies,  tliis  county  and  Cattaransu'',  .S'X)  tons. 

Horses  and  mules,  5J5,t)0(). 

Cattle,  this  county  and  Cattarau^jrus.  5-;o.r>';><). 

The  coiinty  is  well  adapted  to^rain.  hut  Ik  ini,:  in  its  infancy  does  little  more  at  preM  Ut  than  supply  it» 
rapidly  increasing;  popidation. 

Tlic  amount  of  merchandise  hroutrlit  into  the  county,  ahout  -zy^oy). 

In         there  was  no  postoffice  within  2)  miles  of  Jamestown  where  it  is  ]>ro])o>ied  to  locate  the  hank. 

Topulation  of  Jainestown,  January,  i'^2~,  Popuhit ion  of  Jamestown,  June.  I^.;o,  ^^j. 

It  has  now  n  stores,  1  wxjlen  factory,  i  sash  factory,  i  jiristinill  with  3  run  of  stone,  i  ganp:  sawmill,  3 
common  do.,  2  jjrinlinji  offices,  and  a  ;;reat  number  of  inechanic  estahlisbuieiits. 

A  stcatntioat  of     tons  burthen  ])lies  daily  between  Jamestown  an<l  Mayvillc  on  the  Chaiitauquc  lake. 

One  of  the  Lake  llrie  steamboats  is  solely  emjjloyed  in  doing  the  business  of  Chautautjue  county. 

Jamestown  is  00  miles  on  the  route  usually  traveled,  from  tlic  nearest  bankins:  institution  in  this  state,  (U. 
S.  Branch  Hatik  at  U  iflalo).  The  bank  at  I„ockjx)rt  is  the  iic.irest  state  institution.  There  is  no  bank  in  the 
southern  tier  of  counties  fr(Mn  Orange  to  I.ake  ICrie. 

The  lumber  included  in  this  estimate,  is  ])roduced  in  a  territory  about  the  size  of  Chautauipie,  which  is 
partly  in  this  co\inty,  partly  in  the  county  of  Cattaraiigus,  and  partly  in  the  state  of  rennsylvania.and  of  which 
Jamestown  is  the  comnu  rcial  centre. 

A  bank  at  Jamestown  will  accommodate  an  active  ])Oi)»dation  in  this  state  and  reiinsylvania  of  at  least  rKj.ooo. 

The  county  of  Chautauque  ranks  ajnong  the  first  in  the  state  for  size,  commercial  advantages  and  fertility 
of  soil.  It  lias  no  large  swam])s  nor  barren  mountains,  aiid  is  probably  capable  of  '^upjiorliiig  as  ninnerous  and 
dense  a  population  as  any  in  the  state. 

Excerpts  from  Z'inaq;c  ircorcis  ami  other  Documents. — Incomplete  records 
prevent  giving^  a  list  of  officers  of  Jamestown  village.  The  trustees  in  1828 
were  Elial  T.  Foote,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Joseph  Waite;  Abner  Hazeltine, 
Rufus  Pier;  1829,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Silas  Tiffany,  Abner  Hazeltine,  Elmer 
Freeman,  Thomas  \V.  Harvey;  1830,  Thomas  W.  Harvey,  Rufus  Pier,  Dan- 
iel Hazeltine,  IClias  Haven,  William  Breed  ;  1831,  Solomon  Jones,  Richard  ' 
F.  F'enton,  Silas  Tiftany,  Henry  Baker,  Silas  Shearman  ;  1832,  vSolonion 
Jones,  Henry  Baker,  Elias  Haven,  Benjamin  P>udlong,  Silas  Shearman.  A 
change  in  proprietorship  of  the  Jamestown  lands  occurred  in  1836,  when 
judge  Prendergast  in  retiring  from  business  sold  the  immense  water-power 
at  Jamestown,  1,600  acres  of  land  and  numerous  village  lots  to  a  syndicate 
composed  of  Aaron  D.  Patchin,  Samuel  Barrett,  (xuy  C.  Irvine,  N.  A.  Lowry, 
E.  G.  Owens  and  Henry  Baker.  In  1837  Colonel  Baker  assumed  the  liabili- 
ties and  acquired  the  property  of  the  syndicate. 

From  1832  to  1838  no  records  were  made.  X.  A.  Lowry  was  president 
of  the  village  in  1837.  The  trustees  of  1838  were  Robert  V.  Cunningham, 
Phineas  Palmitcr,  Jr.,  Charles  Butler,  Richard  F.  PV-nton,  Charles  L.  Harris. 
In  1839  the  Chautauque  County  Bank  complains  of  too  high  an  assessment 
of  taxes,  and  December  27,  \\.  V.  Warren,  P.  Palmiter,  Jr.,  and  S.  Jones  just- 
ices, make  this  report  on  the  bank's  appeal  :  "  While  the  taxable  property 
of  the  village  of  Jamestown,  exclusive  of  Chautauque  County  liank,  pays  a 
tax  of  5^23,  the  said  bank  should  pay  a  tax  of  ,^9.84,  which  would  be  its  just 
proportion  according  to  the  actual  value  of  the  taxable,  property  of  said  vil- 
lage in  our  opinion.''  In  1842,  April  7,  the  village  charter  was  amended 
granting  the  trustees  greater  powers.  May  10,  1842,  the  trustees  passed  a 
resolution  to  allow  a  rebate  of  one  half  day's  highway  tax  for  the  year  1844 
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to  any  person  wlio  slioiild  "set  out  and  protect  one  or  more  good  and  thrifty 
trees,  shade  or  ornamental,  upon  the  outer  edge  or  verge  of  the  sidewalks 
opposite  their  village  lots,  said  trees  to  be  locust,  sugar-maple,  horse-chestnut, 
mulberry,  elm,  sycamore,  willow,  basswood,  butternut,  hickory,  or  chestnut, 
which  shall  be  in  a  good  healthy  condition  on  the  first  day  of  June,  1844.'* 
These  wise  trustees  who  passed  this  ordinance  were  Nathaniel  A.  Lowry, 
Samuel  Barrett,  Isaac  Forbes,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Elijah  Bishop.  The  lovely 
appearance  of  the  streets  of  the  city  in  summer  is  traceable  to  this  ordinance. 
October,  1842,  action  was  taken  to  organize  Engine  Company,  No.  2,  and 
lease  or  purchase  land  sufficient  on  the  east  side  of  the  schoolhouse  lot,  in 
District  i,  to  locate  an  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  house.  1843,  May  11, 
an  ordinance  was  passed  regulating  the  time  of  day  for  burning  stumps, 
etc.''  This  year  N.  A.  Lowry  was  appointed  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, and  January  12,  1844,  William  H.  Tew  was  appointed  assistant 
engineer  and  Engine  Co.  No.  i  was  named  '^Protection  No.  One,"  and  the  Hook 
and  Ladder  Co.  entitled  ''  Pioneer."  As  the  firemen  did  not  "mvwwr//<^/" 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Tew,  Tabor  Wood  and  Robert  Newland  were 
appointed  assistant  engineers.  By  an  act  April  11,  the  south  line  of  the  vil- 
lage was  removed  south  to  take  in  another  tier  of  lots.  In  November,  1844, 
a  public  meeting  was  held  to  denounce  the  attempted  assassination  of  Nathan- 
iel A.  lyowry,  at  which  39  citizens  (among  them  R.  P.  Marvin,  Solomon 
Jones,  Ci.  W.  Ilazcltine,  Alonzo  Kent,  Orsell  Cook,  Robert  Newland,  Elijah 
Bishop,  and  v^amuel  1>.  Winsor)  sign  an  agreement  to  pay  $1,000  for  the 
apj^reliension  of  tlie  criminal.  The  attempted  murderer  was  captured,  tried 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment.  Richard  P.  Marvin  was  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  in  1845,  and  July  29,  the  trustees  held  a  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  purclinse  of  additional  land  for  a  bur\'ing  ground.  1846,  ^lay  4, 
voted  5150  to  pay  for  the  land  purchased. 

March  31,  1855,  a  resolution  was  passed  closing  billard,  bowling,  eating 
or  drinking  saloons,  recess,"  oyster  saloons,  etc.,  on  Sunday.  April  10, 
1857,  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees  '' that  the  under  room  of  the  stone  build- 
ing on  Third  street  "  be  leased  for  five  years  as  a  lockup."  In  1858  the 
trustees  were  directed  to  purchase  a  burying  ground  for  this  village  at  a  cost 
of  ^i, 500.  October  5,  1859,  Lake  \'iew  Cemetery  was  appropriately  dedi- 
cated, and  was  the  only  public  graveyard  for  the  village  of  Jamestown.  Aug- 
ust 23,  i860,  the  first  railroad  trnin  entered  Jamestown.  November  2,  i860, 
the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  railroad  company  was  required  to  station  a 
flagman  at  the  railroad  crossing  over  the  outlet  bridge  at  the  foot  of  Main 
street.  Levant  L.  Mason,  village  clerk,  records  thus  :  "  ViHH  I  On  the  night 
of  January  31,  1861,  about  11'.'  o'clock  a  fire  occurred  in  this  village  which 
completeh-  destro\  ed  the  entire  block  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street  from 
2d  to  3d  streets,  together  with  the  Allen  House  block  on  the  east  side  of  Main 
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from  the  corner  of  3d  street,  down  toWm.  H.  Lowry\s  bnilding,  and  the  Allen 
Honse  barn  east  of  the  alley  (Potter's),  together  with  tlie  livery  stable  and 
other  buildings  on  3d  street  west  of  Mechanic's  alley  ;  causing  great  loss  to 
the  business  men  of  the  place.  It  also  consuni'.'d  the  Shaw  ll<jlel  block,  N. 
\V.  corner  of  i\Iain  and  3d  street  up  to  S.  A.  Brown's  house."  1861,  in  Feb- 
ruary fire  limits  were  established.  February  20,  F.  A.  Sabbaton  and  others 
forming  the  Jamestown  Gaslight  Company  were  granted  exclusive  permission 
for  five  years  to  light  the  village  with  gas.  1861-1862,  B.  Burlin  was  presi- 
dent of  the  village.  No  more  loyal  section  of  the  North  existed  during  the 
civil  war  than  this  county.  Jamestown  through  its  duration  was  a  hotbed 
of  enthusiasm.  May  28,  1861,  its  first  company,  the  famous  "  Co.  B.,"  Capt. 
James  M.  Brown,  left  for  the  "  front."  It  consisted  of  108  men,  and  the  cit- 
izens paid  $600  for  its  transportation  to  New  York.  Ellicott  gave  freely  of 
its  wealth  to  sustain  the  Union.  Jamestown  sent  most  of  the  300  soldiers 
furnished  by  the  town,  its  citizens  showed  the  most  unselfish  patriotism,  and 
history  perpetuates  in  glowing  words  the  deeds  of  the  heroes  who  fought  and 
who  fell. 

1862,  February  20,  it  was  resolved  that  the  following  bill  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  audited  and  allowed  :  r\)r  celebrating  the  suirendcr  of  Fort 
Donelson,  $11."  May  7,  Josephus  H.  Clark  was  unanimously  chosen  presi- 
dent of  the  village  board  ;  May  15,  Lewis  Andrews  was  authorized  to  sell 
the  grass  of  the  public  square  ;  June  23,  the  petition  of  Robert  Newland,  E. 
Bishop  and  others  for  the  numbering  of  Main  street  was  granted  ;  August  28, 
The  trustees  "  resolved  that  Geese  shall  not  be  permitted  to  run  at  large 
within  the  corporation  and  any  geese  found  running  at  large  shall  be  Driven 
to  the  village  Pound  and  there  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  Twonty-nv^e  cents  for 
each  goose.  Any  person  Driving  said  geese  to  the  Pound  sliall  receive  one- 
half  of  the  said  fine."  October  8,  one  of  the  most  destructive  fires  of  the 
village  broke  out  in  A.  B.  Cobb  &  Son's  shop  corner  of  First  and  Spring 
streets,  burning  17  buildings,  the  old  Van  Dusen  tavern  and  the  Wesleyan 
church  (corner  of  Prendergast  avenue  and  Third  street)  among  them. 
October  30,  In  consequence  of  the  great  scarcity  of  change,  and  the  great 
inconvenience  to  our  merchants  in  doing  business  without  it,  therefore,  on 
motion,  Krsohrd  :  That  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  Jamestown  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  $rc,ooo  in  orders  drawn 
upon  the  treasurer  of  the  village,  payable  at  the  Chautauqua  County  Bank, 
in  denominations  of  5,  10,  25  and  50  cents,  when  like  orders  are  presented  in 
amounts  of  one  or  more  Dollars."  In  1861  the  trustees  are  J.  \l.  Clark,  Nathan 
Breed,  John  T.  Wilson,  Jerome  Preston,  Abner  Hazeltine,  jr.,  J.  H.  Clark,  pres- 
ident ;  and  the  growth  of  the  village  necessitated  a  new  charter.  1864,  July 
28,  the  trustees,  Lucius  B.Warner,  Marcus  A.  Martin,  Andrew  M.  Harrington, 
Ransom  J.  Barrows,  and  Henry  O.  Lakin,  vote    to  lay  out  $600  in  building 
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a  4-rod  bridge  over  the  race  at  the  foot  of  Main  street,  provided  the  men  own- 
ing pro])erty  on  Main  street  will  furnish  the  necessary  means  and  run  tlie 
risk  of  the  money  ])cing  refunded  by  the  corporation."  1866,  February  28, 
A  board  of  health  '\was  appointed  with  John  T.  Wilson,  H.  H.  GifTord,  Dr. 
W.  P.  I»emus  and  Dr.  G.  W.  Hazeltineas  members  ;  October  24,  Elial  T.  Foote 
is  requested  as  *'o!ie  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens''  to  suggest 
changes  in  the  names  ofstreets  and  alleys,  esiK-cially  in  I'oote's  Allolmcnt,'' 
and  No\'ombcr  S,  as  h'oote  stret-t  was  changed  to  Ivist  Second  street,  Ouaker 
street  was  named  I'oote's  avenue.  J  868,  vSeptember  i,  af  ter  a  long  debate,  the 
trustees  vote  to  furnish  gas  for  street  lighting  when  the  main  ])ipes  are  laid 
for  one  lamp  on  any  four  corners  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  business 
center  of  the  corporation.'' 

1870,  September  23,  the  village  trustees  met  with  the  president,  Robert 
Newland,  in  the  chair.  On  motion  this  letter  from  Judge  E.  T.  Foote  was 
read  and  recorded  : 

To  THK  Tkl  sti:i:s  of  the  Viij.ac.h  oi- Jamkstowx,  N.  \'.  GKNTiacMKN  : — I  have  erected 
on  the  north  margin  of  the  public  street  or  highway,  that  runs  along  tlie  north  shore  of  the 
outlet,  leading  from  the  outlet  bridge  near  the  steamboat  landing  past  the  kerosene  factories 
to  Main  street  in  said  village,  and  a  little  east  of  said  bridge,  a  small  marble  slab  to  commemo- 
rate the  commencement  of  the  settlement  of  the  village.    On  the  slab  is  engraved  this  inscription: 

IIi;ki:  John  Hi.o\\  i-:ks  ];k];ctj:i)  thi':  first  housk  in  Jamkstown,  Novioihicr,  1810.  His 

DAl'C.HTKK,  M  AkV,  WAS  THJ)  TIUST  WHlTJ-  CHIM)  HORN  IN  J  AMl^STOWN,    MaV,    iSiI.  ATT1-;ST 

Wii.i.iAM  Ci.AKK,  Sami  ki,  (Ikikmth,  E.  T.  I'ooTi'.    EulXTKi)  HV  P..  T.  FooTK,  A.  D.  1S70. 

It  is  .st-areely  ho  \  ears  since  the  settlement  of  this  village  was  commenced  by  Judge  Tren- 
dergast  in  the  wilderness  ;  yet  how  little  has  been  recorded  relative  to  its  early  history,  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  tiates.  I'alse  history  is  alreaily  current  about  early  dales  and  incidents. 
1  desire  to  ]Krj)etuate  the  pioneer  history  of  the  village  in  an  aiitfuntii  form.  The  time  is  near 
Avhen  all  eye-wiliies>es  of  the  connnencement  of  the  village  and  other  early  incidents  will  have 
]>a^sed  away.  I  inecorde*!  events  are  soon  forgotten,  or  only  remain  by  luireliable  tradition. 
W-ry  few  reUiiu  in  memory  for  a  long  period  of  time  reliable  dates.  I  am  slnjngly  remindeilof 
this  fact  by  re  cent  en<juirii-s  of  some  v.ortln-  aged  individuals.  I  do  not  claim  to  have  a  better 
memory  llian  others,  Imt  I  ha\e  long  since  recorde<l  many  historical  incidents  to  which  I  refer. 
In  New  I'lngland  our  hi->l<jr:cal  societies  are  collecting  incidents  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
tow  ns  and  villages  thai  have  been  organized  from  1 50  to  2(X)  or  more  \  ears.  I  am  director  of 
one  of  those  colonial  societies,  a  id  in  our  inx  estigations  I  am  often  reminded  of  the  imix^rtance 
of  ])reserving  in  an  enduring  form  the  early  incidents  of  Jamestown  before  too  late.  I  herewith 
])re.setil  to  the  village  of  Jamestow  n  the  little  monument  I  have  erecle«l,  and  without  any 
expense  to  the  village,  asking  you  to  accept  it  with  the  assurance  that  the  village  shall  preserve 
it  lor  tho-e  thai  ma\-  sui\ive  Us.  as  authentic  incidents  in  the  settlement  of  Jamestown. 

\'er\  res])eclfully,  your  nujst  obi,,  M.  T  I'ooTK. 

TIk^  k'ttrr  and  monument  were  leceivcd  with  thanks,  and  a  suitable 
guard  around  ilk-  luouumriil  was  provided  for.  'I'liis  moiiuiUfnt  .stood  south 
<>1  and  within  lour  rods  of  l'ros]»ect  as'einie,  and  just  west  of  the  street  railway. 

I'cbruaiN-  3.  TIr-  village  clerk  records:  )n  the  morning  of  Feb. 
1st,  about  2  o'clock  a  fire  wa^  discovered  in  the  P.roadhead  block,  east  side  of 
Main  between  vSecond  and  Third  streets,  by  which  .said  block  was  entirely 
destroyed,  and  the  whole  block  up  to  the  corner  of  Main  and  »Second  was 
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very  greatly  claina,q;cd.  En.i^ines  worked  well  aiid  tlie  fircinen  accomplished  ' 
more  than  would  seem  ])ossible  that  they  could.  They  had  a  hand-to-hand 
encounter  with  the  fire  in  the  Tew  corner,  and  they  coiuiuered."  The  stone 
bridge  on  Main  street  was  constructed  in  i.Sya  at  a  cost  of  $io,Of)(x  i-Sj^, 
October  2.},  a  si)ecial  village  election  was  held  to  vote  on  tlie  resolution  to 
raise  ^^5,000  to  construct  waterworks  against  fires.'*  The  vote  was  taken 
by  a  division  of  the  house,  and  wa?;  carried  by  a  large  majority.  In  1874  an 
arch  bridge  was  built  on  Harrison  street.  August  27  occurred  the  first  annual 
parade  and  inspection  of  the  fire  department.  1875,  October  26,  memorial 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  David  N,  Marvin  were  passed  by  the  village  trus- 
tees. 1S76.  This  year  the  village  paid  the  last  ^5,000  on  its  waterworks, 
and  built  the  boatlanding  and  Winsor  street  bridges.  The  Prendergast 
block  was  erected,  and  the  Rufus  Jones  block  northeast  corner  of  Third  and 
]\Iain,  burned  and  rebuilt.  ^lay  19,  the  bending  works  of  A.  S.  Prather  and 
Frizzle  Bros.,  and  the  Wood  Seat  Chair  company's  factory  were  burned. 
September  12  the  large  factories  of  Jamestown  Furniture  Co.,  vSchildmacher 
&  Bauer,  (furniture),  Seymour  «S:  Stilson  (firkins)  were  burned.  In  1877, 
January  27,  weaving  was  commenced  in  the  P>roadhead  mill,  and  this  year 
N.  W.  Gokey  became  a  resident,  brought  his  shoe  business  here,  and  opened 
his  factory  June  15th.  March  23,  Jamestown  oil  well  strikes  the  first  sand." 
July  26,  Dea.  Ezra  Wood  died  aged  95.  In  August  a  thunder  storm  caused 
great  damage  at  the  Swedish  church,  in  other  parts  of  the  city  and  at  Fal- 
coner. December  4  the  red  barn,"  purchased  by  the  town  from  O.  E.Jones, 
was  sold  at  auction.  In  1878  the  Institute  street  bridge  was  built.  J  879, 
February  11,  application  was  made  to  the  legislature  "to  appoint  a  commis- 
sioner to  survey  the  village,  establish  the  boundaries  and  lines  of  streets,  put 
in  monuments  and  make  a  map  of  the  village."  This  year  a  bell-tower  was 
erected  and  a  fire-alarm  bell  placed  in  it  at  a  cost  of  $1,976.33.  In  Septem- 
ber the  old  Congregational  church,  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  streets,  was 
burned.  Two  prominent  men  died  suddenly  in  December:  Dec.  20,  Hon. 
Abner  Hazeltine;  Dec.  21,  Hon.  James  Prendergast. 

1880.  Among  the  fine  structures  erected  this  year  were  the  Slierman 
House,  cost  1 25,000 ;  Jamestown  Cotton  ^lill,  cost  540,000;  Ookey  lilock 
$50,000;  addition  to  Broadhead  mills  $16,000;  Ilorton  M'fg  Co's.  factory 
$10,000.  The  total  value  of  the  buildings  construck'd  this  \  ear  was  esti- 
mated at  $327,704.  Two  bridges  were  built  at  Dexterville.  In  February 
one-half  of  the  large  Prather  building  was  burned;  loss  $40,000.  June  28, 
the  village  trustees  gave  consent  to  the  incorporation  of  James  Prendergast 
Hose  Company,  i."  1881,  Allen's  opera  house  burned  in  January.  PV-bru- 
ary  4,  Prather\s  brick  factory  burned;  loss  $75,000.  April  19th,  vShermau 
House  opened  with  a  banquet.  August  i,  Jamestown  Water  works  organized. 
September  2,  Harmis  Willard,  an  old  resident,  died.       His  son,  Capt.  Dar- 
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will  Willard,  was  killed  in  battle  during  the  civil  war;  another  son,  Kirk, 
was  the  first  martyr  to  the  Rebellion  from  Jamestown,  dying-  early  in  hospi- 
tal.'- In  November  the  Jamestown  House,  a  popular  hotel  from  1855,  was 
permanently  closed.  December  19,  the  new  Allen's  opera  house  erected  this 
year  at  a  cost  ot  $100,000  was  opened.  Foote's  Avenue  bridge  was  built 
this  year.  1882.  In  January  the  Jamestown  Knitting  Mills  were  established. 
In  July  the  Jamestown  Water  Su])ply  Co.  introduce  water  by  the  Holly  sys- 
tem. In  Novouiber  Charles  l>utler,  .an  old  resident,  died.  Sprague  street 
bridge  was  built  this  year.  18S3.  I).  C.  Comstock,  a  prominent  business 
man,  died  Mr.y  5th,  and  John  ]\I.  Grant,  a  merchant  here  from  1852,  died 
June  I.  In  July  and  August  permits  to  lay  mains  and  pipes  througli  the 
street  were  granted  to  the  N.  Y.  »S:  Pa.  Heating  and  Lighting  Co.,  and  to  the 
Chautaucpaa  Heat  and  Light  Co.  October  i,  the  trustees  were  notified  of 
the  completion  of  the  lootli  fire  hydrant.  October  11,  the  Jamestown  vStreet 
Railroad  Co.  asks  permission  to  lay  tracks  and  operate  a  street  railway.  ^luch 
building  was  done  and  general  prosperity  prevailed.  1884.  Harrison  street 
bridge  built  this  year.  April  21,  the  Jamestown  Gas  Company  was  granted 
permission  to  lay  pipes  and  .mains  for  fuel  gas.  Decend:)er  22,  A.  S.  Water- 
man was  authorized  to  uumbcr  all  the  buildings  of  the  village  preparatory  to 
a  free  delivery  of  postal  nuiUer,  which  was  established  in  March,  1885. 
Tliis  petition  was  presented  to  the  village  trustees  I'ebruary  23,  1885  : 

To  Tin".  I I(»N()1<aiim;s. — The  HomkI  of  Trustees  t)f  the  Vilhijjje  of  Jimustown,  X,  Y.  \Vc, 
the  uuder.sij^ned,  thoixMi^^hlv  heliexiut;  that  tliis  vilhij^e  has  outj^vowii  its  charter,  aixl  that  a  city 
form  of  charter  wouldhetti'r  enahU' the  authorities  to  transact  the  ])uhlic  business,  <lo  hereby 
petiticjii  your  honorable  body  to  call  a  j^eiieral  uieetin^j  of  citizens,  at  .'.uch  otrli/  time,  and  place 
as  }'ou  deem  i)roi)er,  to  consider  the  ])ro|)osition  to  draft  and  ado})l  a  new  charter  : 


W'm.  15roa«lhead  vs:  Sons, 

N.  \V.  C.okey  .V  vSon, 

Cohun])ia  Drill  Co. , 

0.  K.  Jones, 

Jerome  Preston, 

Alon/.o  Kent, 

Sidney  Jones, 

v..  C.  Hailey, 

vS.  N.  Holton, 

J.  I).  Palmer, 

L.  P,.  Warner, 

L'ickinson  vV:  Livinj^ston, 

Wm.  II.  Proudfit, 

C.  R.  Lockwood, 

VA.  R.  Hootey. 

\V.  ().  lic-uedict,    ^  ' 

J.  K.  l<isher, 

H.  IM  origan, 

J.  T.  I.armonth, 

Fred  P.  Todd, 

Seth  K.  Milspaw, 


I-red  T.  Powell, 
V.  (^ilfonl, 
PMward  L.  Hall, 
Marsh  cS:  iMrm.'in, 
He!iry  C.  Hitchcock, 
Jno.  T.  Wilson, 
\V.  F.  ICndress, 
Tlie  VanderKrift  MT'g  Co, 
\V.  J.  Weeks, 
A.  Sisson, 
H.  P.  Hall, 
1).  H.  (^.randin, 
\V.  H.  S])rague, 
J.  J.  Ahh-icli, 
J.  II.  Cam]), 
A.  R,  Catlin, 
Frie  L.  I  f  all, 
\\.  P,  Putnam, 
11.  X.  Marvin, 
John  A.  Hall  cS:  vSon, 
R.  P.  Marvin, 


Hatch  ^  Crane, 
Janu'stownWater  Supply  Co., 

A,  I'\  Kent,  treasurer, 
Jamestown  Gas  Co.,  W.  A. 

Kent,  treasurer, 
J.  Wliitley, 
A.  K.  Allen, 

Jamestown  Bottling  Co., 

Daniel  H.  Post, 

J\.  M.  Peterson, 

H.  R.  Lewis, 

I'M  ward  Appleyard, 

C  W.  Grant, 

O.  F.  Price, 

Fred  W.  Hy<le, 

C.  Hitchcock, 

Thos,  Henry  Smith, 

N.  R.  Thompson, 

R.  J.  Forbes, 

Pradshaw  iS:  I'airbank^ 

1'.  A.  I-uller,  Jr. 
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A  niectin<;  was  called  in  response  to  this  petition  February  27,  1SS5, 
whicli  resulted  in  appointing  this  committee  to  draft  a  city  charter  :  Robert 
N.  Marvin,  A.  N.  Broadhcad,  K.  K.  GiiTord,  lion.  Porter  Sheldon,  John  T.  Wil- 
son, Orsino  E.  Jones,  John  J.  Whitney,  James  I.  Prowler,  Hon.  Jerome  Pres- 
ton, Hon.  Oscar  F.  Price. 

In  February  the  electric  light  system  was  put  into  operation.  In  August 
the  Chautauqua  Lake  R.  R.  Co.  was  organized.  August  25th  occurred  the 
sudden  death  of  ex-Gov.  Reuben  E.  Fenton.  "  A  public  service  commencing 
so  early,  at  the  very  dawn  of  manhood,  and  continuing  so  long — of  equal 
brightness,  so  filled  with  generous,  patriotic  and  noble  acts,  is  not  recorded 
on  our  country's  history  superior  to  that  of  Reuben  E.  Fenton.''  Two  other 
prominent  citizens,  Alexander  T.  Prendergast  and  William  H.  Tew,  died  in 
August.  September  28,  natural  gas  was  first  supplied  to  the  city.  1886. 
In  January  the  Swedish  orphanage  was  dedicated.  January  29,  John  A. 
Hall,  senior  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Journal^  died.  March  31,  James- 
town was  incorporated  as  a  city.  April  13,  city  election  held,  and 
Oscar  V.  Price  elected  mayor.  May  22,  Jamestown  Bar  Association  was 
organized.  July  9  the  M.  Iv.  chhrch  was  dedicated.  August  31,  an 
earthquake  caused  doors  to  .  slam,  chandeliers  to  vi])rate,  and  the 
bell  in  the  tower  of  Institute  Hall  to  ring."  September  ist  the  semi- 
centennial meeting  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Agricultural  Society  "  was 
held  on  Marvin  Park,  and  a  log  cabin,  erected  by  the  old  citizens  of  James- 
town and  vicinity  as  a  memorial  to  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county,  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  services.  The  Chautauqua  Lake  railroad  to  jMay- 
ville,  21.17  miles,  was  completed  ]\Iay  11,  1888,  at  a  cost  of  $1,080,789.46. 
This  furnished  Jamestown  with  competing  lines  of  transportation  and  has 
been  an  important  aid  to  the  city.  In  May,  1885,  the  city  council  gave  this 
railroad  company  permission  to  lay  its  track  through  the  city  which  lapsed 
because  not  executed  in  the  specified  time.  In  January,  1888,  the  C.  L.  road 
notified  the  Erie  of  its  intention  to  cross  the  N.  Y.  P.  O.  tracks  at  grade 
on  West  Second  street.  The  Erie  at  once  began  to  lay  tracks  on  this  street, 
apparently  to  force  the  other  road  out  of  the  fulfdlment  of  its  purpose,  and 
continued  at  work  disregarding  an  injunction  obtained  by  the  city.  At  this 
juncture  Mayor  Price  called  out  the  Fenton  Guards  to  enforce  the  mandates 
of  tlie  court,  and  the  city  assumed  a  warlike  appearance  for  several  days  until 
the  matter  was  amicably  settled  and  the  Chautauqua  Lake  railroad  allowed 
to  cross  the  Erie  tracks. 

1889,  September  22,  ]Mrs.  Daniel  Hazeltine,  a  connecting  link  with  the 
last  century,  died  in  her  95th  year.  1890.  Charles  L.  Jeffords,  a  promi- 
nent citizen,  died  February  17th.  Dr.  Wm.  P.  Jiemus,  for  38  years  a  physi- 
cian of  this  section,  died  at  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  September  19,  aged  73. 
**  He  early  took  a  commanding  position  in  his  profession,  and  maintained  it 
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through  life."  November  ii,  at  the  request  of  tlie  Chautauqua  Couuty  Bar, 
Robert  N.  Marvin  presented  the  county  with  a  fine  oil  painting  of  his  father, 
Hon.  Ricliard  P.  Marvin,  who  died  January  ii,  1892.  "No  man  in  the 
county  has  ever  occupied  more  responsible  positions,  and  been  so  well  known 
and  revered."  The  development  of  all  of  the  industries  of  the  city  continued 
through  1892,  the  electric  railroad  v/as  extended  and  many  buildings  were 
erected.  The  tr\-ing  (le])rcssion  of  1)usiness  in  1893  and  its  continuance  has 
demonstrated  tlie  solidity  of  tlie  city,  as  it  has  not  produced  one  business  fail- 
ure of  great  consequence,  and  not  a  factory  regarded  of  real  importance  has 
fully  suspended  operations.  Alany  small  plants  have  been  added  during  1894, 
and  new  and  handsome  buildings  have  been  built,  while  some  of  the  larger 
factories  have  resumed  their  old  time  activity  with  full  force  and  time.  The 
beautiful  Allen  opera  house  was  burned  August  2,  1894,  by  which  the  city 
loses  one  of  its  most  beautiful  attractions. 


CHAPTER  LXHI.  . 

PIONKKRS,  IXDUSTRIK.S,  POSTOFFICKS,  N.WIGATION,  NKW.SPAPKRS, 

BANKS,  SOCIKTIFS.  .     •  > 

PIONEI^RS. — Solomon  Jones,  Esq.,  the  ancestor  of  so  many  prominent 
people  in  Jamestown  and  elsewhere,  a  son  of  Abraham  Jones,  Jr., 
(a  revolutionary  soldier)  and  his  wife  Olive  (Bates)  Jones  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  born  in  Milford,  Mass.,  August  7,  1775.  He  emigrated  to  Wards- 
borough,  \'t.,  where,  in  1798,  he  married  Clarissa  Hay  ward,  a  native  of  Upton, 
!Mass.  In  the  summer  of  1810,  Mr.  Jones  came  to  this  county  and  located 
some  land,  returned  for  his  family,  wife  and  eight  children,  and  left  Vermont 
Octo])er  II,  1810,  and  arrived  on  tlie  Stillwater  (now  Kiantone)  November  6. 
Here  he  resided  until  1S16,  when  he  moved  to  his  outlet  tarm  at  Jones' 
landing,  now  Clifton.  In  1820  he  came  to  Jamestown,  became  an  innkeeper, 
and  for  many  years  his  old-time  hostelry  gave  liberal  entertainment.  In 
1X35  he  relinquished  this  \-()cati<)n,  and  for  a  short  time  was  in  mercliandis- 
'"ng,  but,  as  a  prominent  justice  of  the  })eace,  he  was  largel)'  engaged  during 
his  last  years  of  active  life  in  the  performance  of  its  duties.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  assessors  of  ICllicott  and  serxed  the  town  as  supervisor.  He  died 
August  2,  1S62,  in  his  87th  year.  He  was  distinguished  for  sobriety,  industry 
and  integrity,  and  a  strict  regard  for  the  right.  As  has  been  said  of  him, 
He  was  a  brave  and  sturdy  pioneer,  an  upright  local  administrator  of  just- 
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ice,  an  untiring  promoter  of  all  j^ood  works,  and  holds  an  honorable  place 
anion<;-  the  hardy  men,  who  years  a<;o  cemented  with  industry,  inte<;rity  and 
coura<;e  the  thrivinj^  Jamestown  of  today."  Mrs.  Clarissa  (Hayward)  Jones, 
his  estimable  wife,  died  November  28,  1867,  in  her  87tli  year.  ''She  lived 
iccliy  They  left  many  descendants  who  are  proud  of  their  honorable  New 
England  ancestry.  Their  children,  of  whom  13  attaiiibd  maturity,  were : 
Ellick,  Laura,  (^Irs.  Wm.  Knight),  Julia,  (Mrs.  Wm.  Hall),  Clara,  (Mrs.  Wm. 
Breed),  Abraham,  Olive,  (Mrs.  J.  C.  Breed),  Rufus,  Selina,  (Mrs.  John  S. 
Wates),  Whitney,  Solomon,  Louisa,  (Mrs.  J.  E.  Chapin),  Ezra,  Mary  (died  in 
inffincy),  Sidney. 

Ellick  Jones  was  born  in  Wardsborough,  Vt.,  May  5,  1800,  and  when  his 
father  emigrated  here  was  his  ''right  hand  man,"  and  "a  stouter,  more  rug- 
ged, useful  young  man  never  trod  the  wilderness  of  the  rapids  ;  he  attained 
manhood  energetic,  inured  to  hardships,  and  with  expectation  of  battling 
with  them."  July  4,  1822,  he  married  Louisa  Walkup  and  moved  into  tlie 
block  house  at  Jones'  landing,  lie  was  early  made  captain  of  militia  in  the 
i62d  regiment,  and  was  a  natural  leader  in  all  enterjuises.  In  1828  he  built 
a  hotel  and  was  its  landlord  a  few  years.  lie  was  subscciuently  engaged  in 
trade.  His  death  occurred  December  19,  1866.  Dr.  Hazeltine  writes  thus 
of  him  :  "He  was  a  very  prominent,  active,  necessary  man  in  Jamestown." 
Captain  Jones  was  always  respected  as  a  useful,  industrious  and  patriotic 
citizen.  He  had  a  great  love  for  music,  and  was  never  happier  then  when 
singing  the  beautiful  Cliristian  In'inns  of  the  olden  time.  Mrs.  Louisa 
(Walkup)  Jones  died  May  16,  1832.  '  Her  children  were  Calista  vS.,  (see 
schools)  Rufus  A.,  (dec),  IClvira  vS.,  (MrA.  Charles  vSterns),  Orsino  E.,  vSarah 
L.,  (Mrs.  Samuel  W.  Hall).  Captain  Jones  married  second,  Harriet  Dejean. 
They  had  9  daughters  and  3  sons.  One  son  died  in  infancy  ;  the  second 
son,  Rinaldo  E.,  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  his  country's  call,  when 
the  Rebellion  broke  out,  enlisted  in  Co.  B.,  3d  ICxcelsior,  and  rose  to  the 
First  Lieutenancy.  He  died  at  Jamestown  of  disease  contracted  in  service, 
October  15,  1867,  aged  24  yrs.  and  8  mos.     Richard  vS.  is  a  resident  of  the  city. 

Horace  Allen  (born  in  1790,  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  died  October  3,  1863), 
came  to  Jamestown  in  1815,  worked  in  the  Prendergast  mills,  and  about  1823 
built  a  sawmill  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  John  T.  Wilson's  mill.  After 
some  years  he  purchased  a  farm  south  of  the  Chadakoin,  built  a  house,  laid 
out  streets,  sold  some  lots,  and  commenced  that  development  which  brought 
the  "  south  side"  into  the  city.  In  1843  bought  12  acres  between  Allen, 
Warren  and  Mechanic  streets,  laid  it  out  in  lots,  and  it  was  soon  covered  with 
residences.  This  was  the  starting  of  the  rapid  growth  of  that  part  of  the 
city.  He  was  made  captain  of  militia  in  1820^  and  became  major  general. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  active  in  church,  civil  and  business  relations  of  his 
generation. 
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Col.  Nathaniel  Fenton  in  1823  settled  in  Poland.  He  was  an  important, 
bold,  brave  and  trusty  colonial  scout  in  the  Revolution  before  he  was  18 
years  old,  and  about  1780  came  from  New  Hampshire  to  Otsego  county, 
where  he  was  twice  member  of  assembly.  He  also  represented  this  county 
in  the  assembly.  His  wife,  Rachel  (Fletclier)  Fenton,  died  in  1842,  when 
he  removed  to  Jamestown.  He  was  an  active  Congregationalist  from  1802. 
His  daughter  Ovilla  married  William  Smith,  an  early  settler  of  Ellery. 
Fanny  was  the  wife  of  Gen.  Horace  Allen.  Elsie  married  Cyrus  Coe  an  early 
settler  of  Poland.  Richard  F.  F'enton,  son  of  Col.  Nathaniel  Fenton,  bora 
in  Otsego  county  August  28,  i8od,  died  in  Jamestown,  June  25,  1876.  He 
first  came  to  Jamestown  in  1815  with  Horace  Allen.  In  1819  he  taught  day 
and  singing  schools  in  Poland.  From  that  time  to  1823  he  ^"^'^^  ^  prominent 
teacher,  in  1822  teaching  a  summer  school  in  Jamestown.  In  1824  he  was 
elected  constable  and  collector  and  ap])ointed  deputy  sheriff.  In  1825  he 
and  Henry  Baker  were  keeping  tavern  on  the  soutluvest  corner  of  Main  and 
Third  streets.  In  1833  he  joined  N.  A.  Lowry  in  merchandising  until  1838. 
The  same  year  he  engaged  with  lion.  E.  T.  Foote  and  Wilford  Barker  in 
tanning,  and  had  a  shoe  and  leather  store  -on  Main  street  until  1850.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  35  years  ;  an  earnest  temperance 
and  anti-slavery  worker,  he  held  a  high  place  in  the  community.  His  first 
wife  was  Sally  .-Vnn  Tew.  He  married  second,  Alary  Ann  Lawrence,  June 
9,  T833.  They  had  four  children.  Two  of  the  daughters  occupy  the  old 
homestead  on  East  Second  street  opposite  the  high  school  building. 

Daniel  Hazeltine  was  born'in  Wardsborougli,  Vt.,  March  9,  1795.  In  181  2 
.he  began  to  learn  clothmaking,  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle  Solomon  Jones, 
with  the  intention  of  coming  to  Western  New  York  to  pursue  that  vocation. 
In  1816  he  came  and  was  the  pioneer  maker  of  textile  fabrics  in  Jamestown, 
manufacturing  tlu-m  till  1S65.  He  ])ossessed  great  l)usiness  capacity,  strict 
integrity,  and  his  mark  on  his  goods  was  a  guarantee  of  their  quality.  He 
had  a  decph'  de\-out  nature,  and  was  one  of  the  nine  founders  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  was  one  of  its  most  active  and  useful  members.  He 
married,  in  1S18,  Mehctabel,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Prendergast) 
Jk-nius.  Their  oldest  daughter,  vSusanna,  married  William  Post  and  died 
June  23,  1S7C).  Danifl  H.  Post  is  their  son.  Mr.  Hazeltine  died  August  3, 
1867.  He  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men.'' 
His  wife  died  September  22,  18S9,  in  her  95th  }'ear.  She  had  many 
strongly-marked  and  worthy  traits  of  character." 

William  Hall,  born  in  Wardsborougli  Vt.,  August  17,  1793,  died  in  James- 
town, July  6,  18S0.  He  was  one  ot  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Carroll,  first 
making  a  location  at  Kiantone  In  1816  became  to  Jamestown,  was  clerk  for 
F^lisha  Allen  for  a  time,  purchased  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Prendergast 
block,  built  and  opened  a  hotel  in  company  with  Solomon  Jones.    In  1828 


Jamestown. 


687 


he  removed  to  his  farm  on  the  south  side,"  but  continued  to  buy  lumber  to 
sell  in  southern  markets.  He  built  the  Hall  block  on  Main  and  Third 
streets  in  i860.  He  \vas  identified  with  most  of  the  enterprises  tending  to 
improve  Jamestown  both  public  and  private.  He  was  a  director  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Erie  &  New  York  City  R.  R.  Company,  a  director  in  the 
Chautauqua  County  National  Bank,  and,  although  not  the  originator  of  the 
textile  industry  of  Jamestown,  contributed  fully  as  much  as  any  one  to  bring 
it  into  existence.  He  married  July  4,  1824,  J"li^>  daughter  of  Solomon 
Jones.  She  died  January  18,  1888.  Of  their  five  children,  three,  William 
C.  J.  ;  Clara  M.,  (wife  of  Rev.  William  A.  Hallock) ;  Elliot  C.  ;  survived  him. 
Mr.  Hall  possessed  those  New  England  characteristics,  sound  judge- 
ment, energy,  prudence  and  industry,  dominated  by  a  christian  char- 
acter of  rare  excellence.  W.  C.  J.  Hall,  born  August  8,  1828,  died 
October  31,  1887,  was  a  true  representative  man  of  Jamestown  in  public 
spirit,  in  developing  its  manufactures,  in  patriotism  (winning  a  major's  com- 
mission by  gallantry  in  the  most  dangerous  service  in  the  civil  war),  and 
occupied  a  front  rank  as  an  educator  in  science,  philosoph)',  science  and  art. 
He  was  a  christian  philanthropist  and  an  active  j)romoter  of  the  V.  M.  C.  A. 

Henry  Baker,  (born  1797,  died  July  31,  1863),  a  musician  of  the  war  of 
181 2,  located  at  Fluvanna  in  181 7  or  1818  as  a  shoemaker  and  lumber  worker. 
In  1823  ^^'^^  elected  constable,  removed  to  Jamestown,  and  first  as  a  shoe- 
maker, then  a  lumberman  and  merchant,  and  later  as  a  real  estate  operator, 
he  attained  prominence.  He  was  one  of  the  syndicate  that  bought  the 
Prendergast  interests  in  1836,  and  soon  acquired  the  rights  of  all  the  others. 
He  was  a  most  influential  citizen  of  great  kindness  and  tenderness  of  heart, 
of  unbounded  loyalty  to  friends  and  country.  He  was  many  times  supervisor 
and  held  all  of  his  offices  acceptably.  He  was  a  colonel  of  militia  and  was 
universally  known  as  Colonel  Baker. 

Colonel  Augustus  F.  Allen,  son  of  Ivlisha  and  Juliet  (Holbrook)  Allen  was 
born  in  Wardsborough,  Vt.,  September  13,  i>^ijt,,  and  came  to  Jamestown  in 
1826.  The  death  of  his  father  in  1S30  left  him  the  head  of  the  lamily.  He 
acquired  a  good  Ivuglish  education  at  the  academies  of  Jamestown  and  Im'C- 
donia.  The  fine  property  of  his  fatlier's  estate,  grew  to  large  ])ro- 
portions  under  the  energy  and  sagacity  of  Augustus  and  his  brother 
Dascum.  They  engaged  in  merchandising  in  it^\56  as  ''A.  V.  8i  D. 
Allen,"  and  dealt  largely  in  lumbering  and  real  estate.  Their  opera- 
tives extended  over  all  of  southwestern  New  York  and  northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  partnership  continued  for  many  years.  In  1831 
Mr.  Allen  joined  the  Congregational  church,  but  subsequently  trans- 
ferred his  membership  to  the  Presbyterian  church  of  which  he  was  a 
most  faithful  and  liberal  member.  In  1836  he  married  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Cook  of  New  York.     Of  their  eight  children  but  two,  Alfred 


688 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


D.  and  Charlotte,  survived  liim.  He  was  one  of  the  brightest,  most  energetic 
and  persistent  of  the  many  able  business  men  of  this  section.  In  1848  he 
engaged  in  woolen  manufacturing  with  Daniel  H.  Grandiu  and  was  con- 
nected with  that  industry  when  he  died.  He  freely  contributed  of  his  ser- 
vices and  of  his  wealth  to  advance  the  interests  of  Jamestown,  aided  in  estab- 
lishing tlie  alpaca  mills,  the  cane-seat  chair  factory,  and  other  large  indus- 
tries, and  in  fact  no  project  looking  to  the  advantage  of  the  town  or  city  was 
ever  considered  without  submitting  it  to  his  careful  scrutiny.  Pie  was  always 
prominently  engaged  in  matters  of  public  importance.  His  labors  and 
influence  are  indissolubly  connected  with  the  bringing  of  railroad  facilities 
to  Jamestown.  A  director  in  the  Erie  and  New  York  City  R.  R.,"  chartered 
in  1S51  to  ruu  from  Salamanca  to  Erie,  upon  the  alxindonment  of  its  con- 
struction, he  actively  threw  himself  into  the  organization  of  the  ^'Atlantic 
and  Great  Western  R.  R.''  until  its  completion.  He  was  also  an  active 
power  in  the  construction  of  the  HufTalo  and  Southwestern  R.  R.  For  17 
years  he  was  supervisor  of  Ellicott,  during  the  war  he  was  the  efficient  chair- 
man of  the  county  war  committee,  he  was  commissioned  colonel  to  organize 
the  1 1 2th  Rcgt.,  and  was  in  command  of  Camp  James  M.  Rrown  at  James- 
town during  its  organization  and  that  of  the  154th  Regt.,  and  was  later  com- 
missioned brigadier  general  of  militia.  In  1S67  he  was  an  influential  mem- 
ber of  the  state  ct)nstitutional  coiu'enliou,  and  tlie  same  year  he  was  nomi- 
^  nated  for  state  senator  1)\'  the  Independent  Republicans,"  which  gave  the 
election  to  tlie  Democrats.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  represent  this  con- 
gressional district  in  tlie  Natit)nal  Congress  by  a  coalition  of Liberal  Repub- 
licans" with  the  Democrats.  The  intense  strain  of  this  heated  contest,  act- 
ing upon  his  alreach'  weakened  ph\-sical  s\'stem,  developed  disease  of  the 
brain  of  which  he  died  before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  The  manliness, 
purity  and  integrity  of  his  life  were  never  questioned." 

Dascum  Allen,  brother  of  Augustus  F.  was  born  in  Wardsborough,  Vt., 
September  5,  1817,  and  died  in  Jamestown  April  7,  1872.  He  was,  like  his 
brother,  pre-eminently  a  business  man,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  build- 
ing up  Jamestown.  He  v/as  a  large  operator  in  lumbering  all  of  his  life,  and 
amassed  a  large  fortune  which  his  readiness  to  oblige  any  one  desiring  help 
much  reduced.  rrobj.1)l\-  none  invested  more  in  buildings  in  Jamestown  or 
in  creating  facilities  for  Imsiness.  As  one  very  truthfully  writes  :  Dascum 
Allen  was  a  born  lumberman  ;  wluit  he  did  not  know  about  that  business 
was  not  worth  knowing.  He  was  everywhere  known  from  Jamestown  to 
Cincinnati  as  the  '  big-hearted  lumberman.'  If  any  man  had  been  unfor- 
tunate and  needed  assistance,  no  matter  whether  friend  or  foe,  he  had  but  to 
go  to  '  Dasc.  Allen  '  and  his  necessities  were  relieved.  He  was  frequently 
imposed  upon  by  the  designing,  and  lost  a  good  fortune  by  endorsing  the 
notes  of  those  who  never  expected  to  pay."    His  wife,  Susan,  (Darling)  Allen, 
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died  April  7,  1886.  Their  children  were  Horace  R,  Florence  (Mrs.  C.  W. 
Grant),  Frank. 

Early  Industries. — The  necessary  shops  of  a  small  coniniunity,  tailors, 
blacksmiths,  shoemakers,  coopers,  etc.,  were  here  before  1S16.  vSimmons  & 
Blanchar,  who  operated  a  woolcarding  machine  in  the  j^ristmill  in  1815  are 
credited  with  first  announcing  the  name  of  the  place  as  ''Jamestown"  in  a 
circular  they  sent  out  this  year.  The  *'  Chautauqua  Manufacturing  Co.," 
$100,000  capital,  was  incorporated  in  1815  to  manufacture  cotton  cloth. 
James  and  Jediah  Prendergast,  Samuel  Sinclear,  Jacob  Houghton,  Solomon 
Jones,  Ebenezer  Cheney,  Nathan  Cass,  David  Boyd,  John  Thompson  were 
the  corporators.  A  large  building  was  erected  where  the  stone  gristmill 
stands  and  operations  w^ere  then  suspended.  Rufus  Pier  and  Elmer  I'reeman 
commenced  to  buy  and  sell  furs  and  make  hats  in  18 16,  and  both  were  for 
many  years  identified  with  Jamestown.  Daniel  Hazeltine  built  a  cloth  dress- 
ing mill  in  1816,  in  1823  purchased  Horace  Hlanchar's  carding  mill,  and  in 
1824  began  to  make  cloth  on  shares."  The  liurge  tannery  established  in 
1813  was  sold  to  William  Pier  <^  Co.,  in  1817,  and  was  conducted  by  them 
and  others  until  1832.  Prior  to  1822  Phineas  Stevens  and  vSalmon  (rrout 
owned  a  tannery  at  the  foot  of  Cherry  street.  Selling  this  to  P)arrett  «S: 
Barker  in  1824  they  built  one  at  the  foot  of  Spring  street.  Both  were  closed 
before  1840.  William  Knight  (in  1821)  and  Day  Knight  and  vSilas  Shear- 
man had  saddle  and  harness  shops  before  1827.  Samuel  Garfield  at  a  very 
early  date  invented  a  scythe  snath  that  gave  great  satisfaction.  He  nuuui- 
facturcd  many  as  did  others,  among  them  Edward  Reynolds,  A.  B.  Cobb, 
Cobb  «S:  Sons,  William  Broadhead,  Simmons  «S:  Tyrrell,  X.  «S:  K.  P>reed,  W. 
R.  Denslow,  Harmis  Willard.  Rakes  and  grain  cradles  were  also  made  by 
some  of  these.  In  1827  ^^^^  making  of  window  sash,  the  first  made  in  a 
large  area,  was  commenced  at  the  lower  dam  by  Pjeiiham,  Seymour  ^  (xood- 
win.  This  assumed  large  ])roportions.  John  vScott  later  bought  an  interest 
in  the  factory.  Sash  were  also  made  by  various  parties  later,  as  were  doors 
and  blinds,  woodenware,  etc.  In  1831  Parley  Smith  vK:  P>ro.,  made  pails, 
tubs,  etc.,  at  the  sash-factory  dam.  Various  parties  succeeded  them,  the  last 
being  Salisbury,  Kibling  i\:  Co. 

Prinx'ipal  I^arlv  Merchants. — According  to  Dr.  Hazeltine,  J.  cS:  M. 
Prendergast  built  a  store  20x45  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  First 
streets  in  1814,  where  general  merchandise,  dry  goods,  hardware,  licpior,  salt, 
fish,  etc.,  were  sold  until  1836  when  it  was  closed.  William  P>.  Allen,  John- 
son Goodwill,  and  Elial  T.  F^oote,  built  a  small  store  a])out  the  same  time  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  and  Allen  iS:  Goodwill  sold 
goods.  They  were  succeeded  by  F^oote  &  F'enton,  who  sold  to  Silas  Tiffany 
in  1816.  He  built  a  large  two-story  building,  and  became  the  first  resident 
merchant.    He  was  for  many  years  in  business  and  ran  much  lumber  to 
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southern  markets.  His  brother  Jehial  was  in  partnership  with  him  from 
1819  to  1832.  In  1829  they  bought  the  mill  privilege  at  East  Jamestown 
and  1,000  acres  of  land  011  both  sides  of  Chadakoin  river,  discontinuing  the 
Jamestown  store.  Tlie  business  center  they  developed  was  long  called  Tif- 
fanyville.  Samuel  Barrett,  who  first  came  to  Jamestown  in  i8r6,  and  was 
first  a  hotel  keeper,  then  a  lumberman,  tanner,  merchant  and  president  of 
the  bank  in  succession,  was  in  trade  at  various  times  with  different  partners, 
Samuel  Budlong,  Charles  Butler,  Henry  Baker  and  others.  He  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  business  men.  Dr.  Hazeltine  says  that  Henry  Baker 
bought  an  interest  in  1827  in  the  store  of  Budlong  6c  Barrett,  who  were  suc- 
cessors to  J.  E.  «^  S.  P^udlong.  Mr.  Budlong  retired  in  1830,  and  Barrett  & 
Baker  continued  tlie  business  for  several  years.  Colonel  Baker  in  1846 
became  a  partner  of  Rufus  W.  Pier  in  merchandising.  In  1849  ^^^^  Wil- 
liam E.  Barrett.  Alvin  Plumb  built  a  store  in  1826  at  215  and  217  Main 
street,  and  with  P^rasmus  Smith  and  one  Alcott  engaged  in  trade.  Later 
Charles  Butler  became  his  partner,  and  finally  sole  proprietor,  selling  in  1831 
to  C.  R.  Ilarvey  and  J.  J.  Leonard.  P^lisha  Plall  built  the  first  brick  house 
in  Jamestown  at  306  Mafn  street,  and  sold  goods  some  years  in  an  adjoining 
store.  Nathaniel  A.  Lowr)'  came  from  vSugnr  drove  in  1833  ])rin<;inga  stock 
of  goods.  He  and  Alvin  Pluml)  built  a  brick  block  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  Main  and  Third  streets,  _  Lowry  had  various  partners,  Horace  Jacobs,  R. 
h\  h'enton,  S.  C.  Crosby,  \V.  P^.  Wheeler  and  others.  (»eorge  W.  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Tew,  in  1S29,  built  a  large  building  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main 
and  P'ourth  streets  for  a  stove  and  tinware  store.  After  1835  W.  H.  Tew 
continued  the  business,  and  in  1847  erected  a  brick  block  on  the  southeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  where  he  opened  an  extensive  hardware 
store.     He  was  in  trade  for  over  40  years  alone  and  with  various  partners. 

He  amassed  wealth  without  dishonor/'  Alonzo  Kent  came  in  1832,  and 
in  1834  opened  a  small  dry  goods  .store,  and  was  in  lum])ering  many  years. 

The  mercantile  interests  have  generally  been  in  the  hands  of  good  busi- 
ness men.  vSonie  have  devel<.)i)ed  into  bankers  and  larger  o])erators  in  other 
fields,  some  ha\e  retired,  and  those  in  trade  today,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
are  citizens  of  recent  date.  One  of  the  oldest  establishments  is  the  leading 
jewelr\-  store  of  V.  A.  iMilKr,  jr.,  which  was  founded  bs-  liis  lather,  iMedeiick 
A.  iMilU-r,  in  iSji,  and  conducted  l)y  him  for  .p)  S'ears,  when  in  iSSi,  he 
retiied  iVoni  tiade,  tiansfeiring  the  business  to  the  ])!"esent  proprietor,  'i'he 

])eehi\e '\ic  wel!)-  store  of  Le\'ant  L.  Mason  was  established  b\'  Mr.  Mason 
in  1849  and  is  still  conducted  by  him.  J.  R.  P'enner  »S:  Son's  shoe  siorc  is 
also  an  old  time  landmark,  dating  back  to  1840  when  J.  R.  P'enner  went  into 
trade.  He  conducted  it  until  1865,  when  J.  R.  P'enner,  Jr.,  succeeded  him. 
The  pioneer  house  in  the  clothing  trade  is  that  of  W^  H.  Proudfit,  which 
has  beer,  conducted  for  over  40  years.    Proudfit  <S:  Osmer  in  1866  purchased 
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the  dry  goods  and  clothing  business  tlien  conducted  by  Andrews  »S:  Preston, 
carried  it  on  until  1872,  when  they  devoted  themselves  solely  to  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  clothing,  etc.  Mr.  Proudfit  became  proprietor  in  1880, 
after  the  death  of  ^Ir.  Osmer.  The  leading  dry  goods  houses  are  emporiums 
of  commerce,  carrying  immense  stocks  and  employing  small  armies  of 
employes.  The  oldest  is  that  of  A.  D.  Sharpe,  founded  in  1874  by  De  For- 
est Weld,  and  conducted  since  1880  by  Mr.  Sharpe.  The  other  leading  houses 
are  Samuels  &:  Sons,  Jones  &:  Audette,  and  Ahlstrom  &  Abrahamson. 

Manufacturing — Funiiturc :  In  1815  Royal  Keyes,  a  carpenter  and 
joiner,  came  to  The  Rapids."  In  1816  he  built  a  two-story  shop,  on  the 
west  side  of  Main  street  above  Third,  and  devoted  part  of  it  to  cabinet  mak- 
ing, and  employed  S.  E.  Colton,  the  first  cabinet  maker  of  the  village. 
William  P>rced  came  in  1820,  soon  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Keyes, 
whom  his  bnjther  John  C.  bought  out  January  i,  1823.  Wm.  J.  C.  Precd 
in  1825  built  a  shop  on  Pine  street  above  Third,  and  employed  two  men  and 
in  1833  built  a  large  factory.  They  more  than  supplied  the  local  demand, 
and  flatboats  were  built,  loaded  with  furniture,  which,  floated  down  the  Chad- 
akoin,  the  Conewango,  the  Allegany  and  the  Ohio,  was  sold  at  the  river 
towns.  The  best  cherry  and  rock  maple  was  then  worth  $8  to  $10  per 
thousand.  In  1835  Almon  Partridge  became  their  partner.  They  built 
another  factory  in  1837  which  contained  the  first  machinery  run  by  water 
for  planing  or  turning  cabinet  work  in  Jamestown.  Albert  A.  Partridge 
succeeded  his  brother  September  i,  1839.  In  1846  the  firm  was  again  "  W^m. 
&  J.  C.  Breed,"  in  1850  Dewitt  C.  Breed  and  George  B.  Ford.  In  1853  Ford 
sold  to  Breed,  w  ho,  with  his  father  and  uncle,  renewed  the  old  firm  "  Wm. 
&  J.  C.  Breed  (S:  Co."*  By  this  time  loads  of  assorted  furniture  were  sold 
and  delivered  by  teams  to  dealers  within  100  miles.  In  i860  the  railroad  gave 
increased  distributing  facilities.  The  war  brought  an  enormous  demand  for 
furniture,  and  factories  multi]">lied.  In  1862  1).  C.  Breed  bought  the  Baker 
factory,  and  with  H.  J.  Comstock  and  W.  I).  P><)tsford  formed  the  firm  of 
Comstock,  Botsford  <S:  Iheed,  succeeded  in  1865  by  I).  C.  P»reed  ;  in  1867 
Judson  W.  lireed  became  partner  and,  January  i,  1870,  Augustus  Johnson. 
This  year  they  sold  $65,000  worth  of  their  goods.  January  6,  1879,  J.  W. 
Breed  sold  to  D.  C.  Breed  &  Co."  January  i,  1881,  the  firm  became  the 
"  Breed  Furniture  Co."  with  J.  J.  Aldrich  as  partner  until  June  1884,  wlien 
D.  C.  Breed  and  Augustus  Johnson  continued  the  business.  In  1892  their 
new  factory  on  Jones  «S:  GilTord  avenue  was  completed.  It  is  iron  clad,  226x54 
feet,  4  stories  high,  heated  by  hot  air  and  lighted  by  electricity. 

♦William  Urccd  was  l>orn  C)ct.  24,  1795,  in  Saratojra  comity,  an«l  died  Scptcinbcr  15,  1SS3,  .Tt  Jamestown. 
"  He  was  a  nohlc  embodiment  of  integrity  and  npri^'itncss  in  every  relation."  John  C.  nree<l,  l>orn  in  1804, 
came  in  1S21  and  was  in  the  furniture  trade  over  60  years.  He  died  December  16.  1S.S6.  "  A  noble  christian 
worker;  for  nearly  60  years  a  deacon  of  the  Raptist  church."  The  Hreeds  appreciated  goo'l  worknjcn  ;  some 
of  their  emi)loyes  remained  with  them  for  30  years.  With  Kuch  employers  and  workn»en,  la1>or  agitations  and 
titrikes  are  unknown. 
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George  B.  Ford,  an  apprentice  to  the  Breeds  from  1837,  was  their  partner 
from   1850  to  1853.     In  1S69,  witli  George  and  Ezra  Wood,  lie  formed 
"Ford,  Wood  »S:  Co."    In  1871  he  sold  out,  and  in  1875  ])egan  to  make 
tables.    His  factory  was  bnrncd,  and  April,  1881,  he  purchased  a  large  factory 
on  Forest  avenue  ;  in  1883  G.  M.  Hodgkins  became  his  partner.    IMr.  l*ovd 
retired  in  1888,  and  had  then  been  longer  in  the  business  than  any  other  man 
in  the  city.    John  Cad  well  succeeded  him,  the  firm  becoming    Hodgkins  <S: 
Cidwell."    In  1892  they  employed  35  hands.    In  May,  1894,  they  moved 
their  factor\  to  Foote's  avenue.    jNIartyn  Bros.,  in  1865,  commenced  to  make 
lounges  with  two  men.    Their  buildings  now  cover  nearly  one  block.  They 
have  employed  too  workmen.    In  1866  Charles  E.  Weeks,  Corban  Willard  and 
Frank  Davis  as    C.  E.  Weeks  (^^,  Co."  made  chamber  sets  and  extension  tables, 
and  employed  25  hands.     In  1882  ]\Ir.  Weeks  became  sole  proprietor.  In 
1 87 1  George  Wood  6c  Co.  succeeded     Ford,  Wood  &  Co."    In  1874  they 
transferred  their  chair  department  to  "  Chase  «S:  Son,"  and,  in  1875,  M.  H. 
Wood  succeeded  George  Wood  and  took  H.  J.  Comstock  as  partner.  Their 
factory  was  burned  in  1876,  ^Ir,  Comstock  continued  the  business  some 
months,  sold  it  and  ])urchased  the  store  of  Ilila  M.  Gage,  and  made  lounges. 
Selling  his  store  in  1877  to  A.  S.  Prather,  he  manufactured  lounges  for  souie 
years.    A.  S.  Prather  came  here  in  1871  from  the oil  regions,"  and  built 
a  large  brick  factory  on  Steele  street,  which  he  sold  in  1876  to  tlie  ''James- 
town  Bedstead   Co."  and  the  ''Jamestown  Wood  Seat  Chair  Co."  The 
"Jamestown  liedstead  Company,"  one  of  the  flourishing  manufactories,  was 
founded  in   1873   by  William  A.  Marsh.    The  members  are  William  A. 
T^Iarsh,  Daniel  H.  Post,  A.  W.  Crum  and  Charles  Ipson.    Their  plant  is  a 
large  building  on  Steele  street,  operated  by  steam.     In  1874  A.  P.  Olson  cs: 
Co.,  (John  Love)  began  to  make  wood  and  marble  top  tables.    In  vSeptember 
1887  they  occupied  their  new  factory  on  Taylor  street  to  which  they  added 
largely  in  1892,  and  the  power  is  furnished  by  a  40  H.  P.  engine. 

J.  R.  Newman  came  from  Franklin  I*a.,  in  1875,  and  commenced  to  make 
woven-wire  and  spiral-spi ing  beds  with  four  men.  He  removed  in  1881  to  a 
larger  factory,  and  eni])l()yed  30  to  35  men.  After  his  death  in  May,  1887,  a 
compauN',  his  son  Harr\-  J.  Newman  at  the  head,  continued  the  business. 
This  firm  becauie  H.J.  Newman  jJv,  Co.,  in  i88().  F.  A.Johnson  and  H.  \^ 
Herrick  became  members  in  January  1893,  and  later  jmrcliased  Newman's 
interest.  Their  factory  is  on  Plolmes  street.  43  men  were  employed  in  1893. 
About  1878  Landon  »S:  Co.  commenced  manufacturing  spring  and  woven- 
wire  beds.  They  were  succeeded  in  1886  by  Joseph  M.  and  William  h.  Hime- 
baugli  who  are  in  business  on  Harrison  street.  John  F.  and  Samuel  S.  Carl- 
son commenced  manufacturing  chamber  sets  in  1878  with  3  hands.  S.  S. 
Carlson  afterward  carried  on  the  business  until  January  i,  1890,  when  Sam- 
uel A.  and  Charles  L.  Carlson  purchased  it.    In  1892  C.  L.  Carlson  was  sue- 
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ceeded  by  Oscar  W.  Erickson  and  John  A.  Burcli,  with  firm  name  of  S.  A. 
Carlson  &  Co.  Their  factory  is  on  Willard  street.  They  make  chamber  sets, 
employ  20  hands,  and  do  an  annual  business  of  $20,000.  In  1879  R.  P. 
Shearman  and  h.  H.  Lakin  began  to  make  lounges.  In  1880  the  firm  Shear- 
man Bros.^'  was  formed,  Addison  P.  Shearman  buying  Lakin's  interest. 
They  built  a  factory  in  1881  at  Shearman  Place  which  was  burned  in 
October,  1883.  They  immediately  built  a  large  one  of  five  stories,  and  exten- 
sively manufacture  lounges,  couches,  etc.  August  C.  and  Andrew  P.  Nor- 
quist  formed  a  partnership  in  March,  1881,  for  furniture  manufacturing,  and 
in  1883  built  their  factory  on  Chandler  street  extension.  They  lost  quite 
heavily  by  fire  in  1886  but  recuperated  quickly.  In  1887  they  employed  30 
men  on  chamber  work.  Frank  O.  Norquist  later  became  a  member  of  the 
firm,  now  "  A.  C.  Norquist  &  Co."  The  *'  Swedish  Furniture  Manufacturing 
Co."  was  incorporated  in  July,  1883.  The  stockholders  were  all  Swedes. 
June  I,  1885,  they  lost  heavily  by  fire.  In  November,  1887,  they  employed 
40  men,  had  a  factory  in  Jamestown,  and  another  at  Randolph.  Later  they 
moved  to  Randolph  and  formed  the  Atlas  Manufacturing  Co."  Some  years 
ago  they  returned  to  East  Jamestown  and  built  a  large  factory.  Charles  Nor- 
quist in  1884  commenced  to  manufacture  cylinder  desks  and  bookcases.  In 
1887  he  employed  17  men.  In  1884  he  was  succeeded  by  a  stock  company 
of  which  he  is  manager.    The  factory  is  on  Chandler  street  extension. 

Phillips,  Maddox  &  Co.  engaged  in  manufacturing  furniture  in  1885  ;  in 
1886  the  Maddox  Reclining  Chair  Co.  was  organized.  This  was  reorganized 
as  Morgan,  Maddox  &  Co.  ;  in  1890  was  Maddox,  Bailey  &  Co.,  the  partners 
being  W.  J.  Maddox,  C.  E.  and  E,  C.  Bailey.  Their  factory  is  on  Winsor 
and  Harrison  streets.  They  have  purchased  the  old  plant  of  the  "  Breed 
Furniture  Co."  W.  I.  Blystone  established  a  manufactory  of  mattresses  and 
bedding  in  1886.  His  factory  is  on  Briggs  street.  The  **Jamestown  Ivounge 
Company"  was  organized  in  i888  by  H.  L.  Phillips,  T.  I).  Ilanchett,  L.  F. 
Cornell  and  A.  H.  Greenlund.  In  1892  they  enlarged  their  factory  on  Win- 
sor street.  They  employ  100  hands.  The  Chautauqua  Table  and  Cabinet 
Company,  700  East  Second  street,  (East  Jamestown),  was  established  in  1890 
and  in  1891  was  succeeded  by  the  present  corporation.  The  directors 
are  Swedes.  They  employ  20  artisans.  The  ''Jamestown  Desk  Company" 
manufactures  writing  desks,  bookcases,  etc.,  on  Taylor  street.  It  was  estab- 
lished in  April,  1890,  by  W.  A.  Warner  and  G.  Brandin.  The  latter  was 
succeeded  in  June,  1890,  by  F.  O.  Crosgrove,  and  the  present  name  was 
adopted.  In  November,  1890,  G.  O.  Meredith  acquired  one-third  interest, 
and  Mr.  Warner  sold  to  his  partners  March  7,  1891.  They  employed  35 
operatives  in  1893.  '*  Johnston,  Lawson  &  Co."  manufactured  parlor  and 
library  tables  on  Foote's  avenue.  This  firm  was  formed  in  1890  when  it 
employed  20  hands.    They  employed  30  men  in  1893.    They  were  succeeded 
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in  April,  1894,  by  the  Crescent  Table  Co."  The  members  are  Charles  A. 
Lavvson,  Horace  L.  Re\v%  and  O.  O.  Rew.  They  employed  30  men  in  1893. 
In  1890  Charles  \V.  Morgan,  formerly  of Morgan,  Maddox  &  Co.,  built  the 
large  f[\ctory  at  the  boatlanding,  and  with  L.  C.  Jagger  formed  the  Morgan 
Manufacturing  Co.,"  to  make  fine  library  and  parlor  tables.  The  "Morgan 
MTg  Co.  is  still  doing  business.  It  has  employed  as  high  as  150  operatives. 
"  Benson,  Hand  iS:  Frisbee  "  manufacture  parlor  tables  on  Steele  street.  They 
commenced  business  January  i,  1892.  The  members  are  J.  H.  Benson,  W. 
L.  Hand,  B.  R.  Frisbee.  The  firm  employs  15  men.  The  Chautauqua  Desk 
Company"  is  another  firm  worthy  of  mention  in  this  connection,  and  so  is 
the  "Jamestown  Mantel  Manufacturing  Company,"  which  has  a  factory  on 
Winsor  street.  The  furniture  business  has  not  only  been  transacted  on  a 
great  scale  in  the  pa.^t,  but  the  evidences  are  that  in  the  future  it  will 
supply  a  continually  increasing  demand. 

Chairs. — Phineas  Palmiter,  Jr.,  was  the  pioneer  of  this  industry.  He 
built  a  two-story  shop  in  1827  near  the  east  end  of  the  Broadhead  mills,  and 
nuide  wood  and  fiag  seat  chairs.  One  of  his  contemporaries  was  Harmis 
Willard.  "They  were'  honest,  industrious  mechanics,  whose  works  spoke 
louder  in  their  praise  than  words  could  do."  He  soon  sold  to  Robert  V. 
Cunningham,  who  began  to  make  cane  seat  chairs  in  1838.  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham built  another  factory  about  1840,  and  about  i860  closed  his  business. 
At  his  death  in  1889  he  was  the  oldest  furniture  manufacturer  of  Jamestown. 
His  name  stamped  on  his  chairs  was  satisfactory  evidence  of  honest  labor  and 
excellence.  He  retired  because  he  could  not  compete  with  machine  work. 
When  traders  on  the  Ohio  could  not  get  his  goods  they  refused  to  buy  any. 
About  1838  Asa  P.  Marsh,  Benjamin  P.  Bell  and  Schuyler  Robinson  com- 
menced making  cane  and  flag-seat  chairs  with  15  operatives.  Later  Bell 
became  proprietor,  and  had  as  partner  for  awhile  W.  R.  Rogers,  "always 
bustling  and  joyous  ;  who  seemed  so  full  of  emotions  that  he  could  not  find 
words  to  express  them."  In  1851  George  Flint  bought  the  plant.  He 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  Nathaniel,  and  L.  B.  Warner,  who 
retired  in  1855,  and  the  firm  became  "Flint,  Hill  cS:  Moses,"  and  soon  closed 
operations.  David  Sampson  and  Robert  S.  Tyrrel  in  January,  1852,  bought 
the  chair  business  of  "  I'ord  Wood."  P^rank  and  Leander  vSimmons 
becoming  members  January  i,  1854,  the  firm  was  "Simmons,  Tyrrel  &  Co.," 
and  a  large  business  was  conducted.  Sampson  sold  in  1855,  and  the  firm  in 
1857  kidded  the  old  Baptist  church  to  their  factory.  In  i860  this  firm 
became  "  F.  Sinnnons  <Is:  Co.,"  and  soon  commenced  to  make  also  a  general 
line  of  furniture,  abandoning  the  making  of  agricultural  implements  which 
they  had  conducted.  Tliey  employed  40  men.  In  1864  S.  W.  Parks  and 
R.  T.  Hazzard  purchased  an  interest.  In  1865  the  firm  sold  its  manufactur- 
ing to  Alfred  Tallant,  and  in  1866  its  large  store  to  "  Comstock,  Botsford  &. 
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Breed."  In  1875  F.  Siininoiis  purchased  the  factory  of  John  Lord  &  Co. 
He  soon  sold  this  to  Parks  Bros.,  and  it  was  closed  by  the  bii;  fire  of  Sep- 
tember II,  1876.  Mr.  Tallantsoon  took  Anton  Schildniacher  as  partner.  This 
iirin  was  nnsnccessfnl,  Tallant  went  east,  and  Schildniacher  be*:;;an  to  make 
kitchen  furnitnre  with  John  Bauer  as  partner,  and  in  1870  they  employed  30 
men.  In  the  big  fire  of  1876  they  lost  heavily,  but  soon  started  in  the  War- 
ner factory.  In  1880  they  moved  into  the  bending  works,  in  1884  into  the 
factory  of  Chase      Son,  with  separate  finishing  and  warerooms. 

Joseph  J.  Gates,  a  pioneer  of  cane  seat  chair  making,  began  manufactur- 
ing in  a  small  way  in  1867.  From  1868  Thomas  Langford  for  some  years 
was  his  partner.  The  fire  of  1876  closed  the  business.  Cyrus  M.  Wood  and 
James  C.  Sampson,  as  Wood  &  Sampson,"  did  a  good  business  for  several 
years  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Wood  in  1863.  Mr.  Sampson  made  woodseat 
chairs  until  ]867.  In  186S  Corban  Willard  and  ().  G.  Chase  commenced 
making  woodseat  chairs.  Mr.  Willard  sold  to  IvKvin  Vale  in  1S70,  who,  in 
187 1,  sold  to  Oliver  F.  Chase,  and  the  firm  became  "  O.  G.  Chase  «S:  Son." 
O.  G.  Chase  died  in  February,  1887.  ''The  Jamestown  Wood  Seat  Chair 
Co."  was  founded  in  1873  by  John  J.  Whitney  and  Seth  D.  Warner,  who  built 
tw^o  large  factories.  They  employed  many  men.  In  1884  ^Ir.  Whitney  sold  out 
to  A.  A.  Burlin  and  John  Cadwell.  In  1886  they  purchased  the  business  of 
manufacturing  chamber  sets  commenced  in  1873  by  Edgar  Paul  and  R.  M. 
Johnson,  and  continued  by  Hila  ]\I.  Gage  and  A.  Brooks,  who  were  succeeded 
by  the  "Jamestown  Furniture  Co."  in  which  J.J.  Aldrich  owned  lirooks'  inter- 
est. The  "Jamestown  Cane  Seat  Chair  Co."  was  incorj)orated  about  1869  with 
nearly  200  stockholders  and  $50,000  capital.  After  some  years  it  passed  into 
the  hands  of  H.  H.  Gifibrd  and  R.  E.  Fenton  and  later  to  their  sons.  The 
factory  on  Taylor  street  was  enlarged  in  1875  about  one-half,  and  is  now 
450x45  feet,  four  stories  with  a  large  L.  In  1893  there  were  60  employes 
in  factory,  and  the  "  caning  "  was  done  outside.  Daniel  A.  Marsh  and  Ben- 
jamin F.  Firman  in  1877  began  to  make  splint  seat  chairs,  and  in  1882  occu- 
pied their  new  factory  40x100  feet  three  stories  high.  Henry  Hitchcock 
commenced  manufacturing  perforated  chair  seats  about  1878  as  the  "  Perfor- 
ated Chair  Seat  Co."  In  1884  he  added  cane  seat  chairs,  and  sold  in  1887 
Lewis  Hall.  Yale  W.  Burtch  6c  Co.  have  a  4-story  factory  on  Winsor  street 
125x40  feet  in  size,  where  35  operators  can  be  employed.  Mr,  Burtch  and 
Lewis  Hall  form  the  firm.  They  began  operations  in  1880.  There  are  other 
firms  closely  related  to  aiid  connected  with  the  furniture  trade. 

The  Jamcstoivn  Furniture  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  May  17,  1886, 
with  these  members:  D.  C.  Breed,  A.  Schildniacher,  A.  Johnson,  A.  W. 
Crum,  H.  C.  Hitchcock,  Jno.  Cadwell,  C.  H.  Gifford,  Chas.  Ipson,  John 
Bauer,  A.  P.  Olson  6c  Co.,  G.  M.  Hodgkins,  A.  C.  Norquist  &  Co.,  John  Love, 
L.  E.  Erickson  for  Swedish  Furniture  Co.,  R.  P.  vShearman,  A.  P.  Shearman, 
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J.  M,  Benian,  J.  R.  Newman,  Ben.  Merz,  Geo.  B.  Ford,  H.  L.  Phillips,  E.  H. 
Bemns,  Daniel  H.  Post.  Officers :  president,  D.  C.  Breed  ;  vice-president, 
C.  H.  GifTord  ;  treasurer,  H.  C.  Hitchcock  ;  secretary,  Daniel  H.  Post.  The 
object  of  this  association  is  "  nintual  aid,  assistance  in  business,  and  to  give 
attention  to  strikes  or  unjust  demands  made  upon  its  members  by  their 
employees  or  any  labor  organization,  and  it  favors  arbitration  to  settle  all 
difficulties." 

Axes  and  edged  tools  have  been  made  here  from  pioneer  days  when  the 
village  blacksmiths  supplied  the  local  needs.  In  1836  Fuller  &  Crane  estab- 
lished an  axe  factory  at  East  Jamestown.  Neither  they  nor  Edmund  Edger- 
ton  who  succeeded  them  made  money,  but,  in  1851,  Charles  L.  Jeffords  be- 
come proprietor,  and  the  right  man  w^as  in  the  right  place,''  for  he  built  up 
a  large  business,  and,  in  1881,  made  edged  tools  to  the  value  of  $75,000.  He 
was  also  prominent  in  public  matters,  was  village  trustee  for  years,  and  gave 
his  name  to  one  of  the  local  hose  companies.  He  died  in  1890,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  later  purchased  by  F.  J.  Powell  of  the  Jamestown  Axe  Company." 
The  "  American  Axe  and  Tool  Company  "  is  now  doing  business. 

The  "  PVnton  Metallic  Furniture  Co."  capital  stock  $100,000,  was  organ- 
ized Novem])er  i,  1888,  with  R.  E.  Fenton,  president,  Alexis  Crane,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  The  company  now  has  large  buildings  east  of  the  l^rie  rail- 
way', west  of  the  boatlanding.  It  makes  all  kinds  of  metallic  furniture,  cases, 
vaults,  etc.,  and  employs  a  large  force  at  present  in  making  the  P^entou  " 
bicN'cle  which  is  a  leading  s])ecialt\'. 

Althou<4h  the  lumber  industry  is  no  longer  the  leading  interest  of  James- 
town there  are  some  large  producers  yet  in  operation.  For  many  years  the 
sawmills  and  lumber\  ards  of  L.  I>.  Warner  have  been  a  prominent  feature  of 
the  commercial  progress  of  the  place.  The  plant  of  over  3  acres  occupies 
the  site  of  one  of  the  earliest  Prendergast  mills,  and  the  original  dam  of  the 
plant  was  built  in  1S12.  Mr.  Warner  has  conducted  lumbering  since  the 
fifties,  and  since  1867  has  owned  the  property  he  now  operates.  Another 
large  operator  is  John  T.  Wilson  at  the  "  lower  dam."  A  third  is  E.  A.  Ross, 
who  esta])lished  his. bu>iness  here  in  1872.  All  of  these  manufacture  lum- 
ber of  all  kinds,  rough  and  dressed.  E.  A.  Ross  »S:  Sons  in  addition  to  lum- 
bering manufacture  mantels. 

vSeveral  shoe  manufactories  have  been  conducted  here  since  1832.  The 
leading  firms  now  are  X.  W.  (jokey  Son  "  and  Parks  A:  Hazzard."  Mr. 
Gokey  was  induced  to  bring  his  factory  from  Addison  in  1877  b\' a  contribu- 
tion of  53,000  bv  the  citizens.  This  money  was  well  expended  and  tlie  town 
gained  a  nio>t  valuable  citizen.  The  Gokey  Block  "  and  the  "  Gokey  shoe 
factory,''  the  largest  one  in  the  state,  are  objects  of  just  pride  to  every  citizen. 
"  Parks  A'  Hazzard  "  established  a  factory  in  1888.  These  firms  employ  many 
workiiieii. 
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Janicstoicti  W'oolni  Mills. — Tlic  life  of  this  factory  dates  back  to  Dan- 
iel Hazcltiiie  wlio  erected  a  small  ])uilding  for  cloth  dressing  in  1816,  on  the 
west  end  of  the  site  of  the  Broadhead  Mills,  and  in  1817  a  nnich  larger  one 
for  carding  machines  and  a  dye  house.  In  1823  he  added  a  weaving  depart- 
ment, built  an  addition  to  his  factory  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Robert 
Falconer.  In  1830  they  erected  a  large  stone  building  and  MAXi  KACTrRKD 
CLOTH,  and  in  1833  produced  20,000  yards.  In  1836  Mr.  Hazeltine  bought 
Chandler  A:  Winsor's  cloth  dressing  plant  on  the  lower  dam  and  enlarged  it 
for  a  cloth  factory.  From  1839  to  1845  Taber  Wood  from  New  Bedford  was 
his  partner.  The  business  in  the  stone  factory  from  which  he  moved  was 
continued  by  Daniel  H.  Grandin.  In  1848  i\Ir.  Grandin  with  Augustus  F. 
Allen  as  "  Allen  v^-  Grandin, built  a  large  frame  building  for  a  factory  on 
the  south  side  of  Brooklyn  square,  which  was  used  by  them  and  "Allen, 
Grandin  tV:  Co."  until  the  business  was  consolidated  in  1865  with  that  of  the 
Hazeltine  property  and  was  removed  to  the  lower  mill.  From  1866  "Allen, 
Preston  A:  Co."  were  the  proprietors  until  1884,  when  William  Broadhead  A: 
Sons  took  interest  in  the  property,  and  with  Jerome  Preston,  William  A. 
Bradshaw  and  Oliver  Lyford  organized  the  "Jamestown  Woolen  Mills." 
The  plant  is  a  three-set  mill,  thoroughly  equipped,  employing  50  hands,  and 
making  cassimeres  and  flannels.    The  \  earh'  sales  have  reached  $100,000. 

TJic  Jamcstoani  Worsted  Mills. — Textile  goods  were  made  in  Jamestown 
as  early  as  1838,  but  down  to  1873  no  attem])t  had  been  made  to  manfacture 
worsted  dress  goods  west  of  Philadelphia.  About  this  time  William  Broad- 
head, a  resident  of  Jamestown,  but  a  native  of  England,  learning  of  the  great 
demand  for  these  goods  and  their  extensive  manufacture  in  his  native  land, 
resolved  to  introduce  the  business  here.  Accordingly  in  connection  with 
William  Hall,  an  old  resident  of  the  place  with  some  capital  at  his  command, 
and  Joseph  Turner  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  business  in  luigland,  under 
the  name  of"  Hall,  Broadhead  &  Turner,"  this  new  enterprise  was  inaugu- 
rated, which  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  largest  industries  of  the  place. 
Great  interest  was  awakened  among  the  citizens  of  Jamestown  when  it  was 
proposed  to  build  an  alpaca  mill  as  it  was  then  called.  In  the  spring  of 
1873  ground  was  broken  on  Harrison  street  for  the  first  building  of  what 
constitutes  the  "Jamestown  Worsted  Mills."  In  December  of  that  year  the 
first  piece  of  cloth  was  manufactured.  Many  difficulties  had  to  be  overcome 
arising  from  the  fact  that  this  was  an  entirely  new  industry  in  this  region, 
that  nearly  all  the  machinery  had  to  be  imported  from  PIngland,  and  that 
the  skilled  operatives  must  all  be  obtained  from  abroad  until  others  could 
learn  the  business.  The  enterprise  has  steadily  grown  to  its  present  large 
proportions,  with  an  enviable  reputation  for  the  excellence  of  its  products 
which  are  now  well  known  from  Boston  to  San  Francisco. 

The  mills  now  consist  of  twelve  substantial  ])rick  .structures  from  one  to 
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four  stories  liigli,  having  together  a  floor  area  of  nearly  four  acres.  On  Har- 
rison street  they  have  a  frontage  of  over  600  feet,  and  extend  back  to  the 
lines  of  the  N.  Y.  P.  A:  O.,  and  the  B.  A:  S.  W.  railways.  The  main  weave- 
shed  alone  has  a  floor  area  of  25,000  square  feet,  and  is  lighted  by  a  series  of 
inclined  skylights  covering  the  entire  roof.  This  group  of  buildings  is  sur- 
mounted by  a  flue  brick  chimney,  octagonal  in  form,  and  160  feet  high. 
Steam  is  furnished  by  seven  large  boilers,  and  an  improved  Greene  tandem 
compound  engine,  made  by  the  Providence  Steam  Engine  Co.,  supplies  power 
for  the  whole  mill,  though  there  are  several  engines  in  different  departments 
which  are  employed  as  occasion  requires.  An  Edison  electric  light  plant 
w^ith  two  dynamos,  producing  electricity  for  1,200  incandescent  lamps,  furnish 
the  choicest  kind  of  artificial  light.  The  mills  are  also  equipped  with  modern 
appliances  for  fire  protection,  having  a  pump  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  gallons 
of  water  per  minute,  and  each  building  being  furnished  throughout  with  Ner- 
acher's  automatic  water  sprinklers.  The  products  of  the  mills  are  fine  dress- 
goods  and  suitings,  every  process  in  the  manufacture  of  which  is  carried  on  in 
the  mills,  from  the  sorting  of  the  wool  to  the  finishing  and  packing  of  the  cloth. 
The  mills  contain  400  Ipoms,  employ  about  750  hands,  and  pay  nearly  $5,000 
a  week  in  wages.  No  labor  troubles  have  ever  marred  the  pleasant  relations 
existing  between  employers  and  employes. 

The  original  firm  of  Hall,  Broadliead  iSz  Turner"  was  soon  changed  to 
Hall  A:  Turner by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Broadliead.  By  the  accession 
of  W.  C.  J.  Hall,  Cliapin  Hall  and  Erie  L.  Hall,  the  firm  became  Wm. 
Hall  6c  Co."  Three  of  the  members  of  this  firm  having  died  and  a  fourth 
retired,  the  present  organization  was  effected  as  Hall  ik  Co.,"  and  consists 
of  Elliot  C.  Hall,  Mrs.  Rose  K  Kent,  Alfred  E.  Hall  and  Samuel  Briggs. 
Major  W.  C.J.  Hall,  son  of  \Vm.  Hall,  a  teacher  and  civil  engineer,  was  the 
first  manager.  He  purchased  the  machinery  in  England,  and  had  oversight 
of  the  mills  for  nearly  14  years.  Samuel  Briggs,  a  native  of  England, 
became  connected  with  the  mills  in  1874,  in  charge  of  the  dyeing  depart- 
ment, and  is  now  an  active  member  of  the  firm.  His  thc»rough  acquaintance 
with  all  departments  of  manufacturing,  and  his  administrative  ability,  caused 
Jiim  to  be  chosen  superintendent  on  tlie  retirement  of  Major  Hall. 

77/<-  Jiro(idhcii({  Mills. — Among  tlie  many  manufacturing  interests  which 
make  Jamestown  justly  proud  of  her  position  in  Chautauqua  county,  as  also 
in  the  Empire  state,  must  be  classed  that  of  the  textile  industries.  Less  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  this  branch  of  business  was  comparatively 
unknown  in  the  Ignited  States  and  importers  and  jobbers  controlled  it,  leav- 
ing the  work  of  manufacturing  to  foreign  countries.  Twenty-two  years  ago, 
while  on  a  visit  to  his  native  home  in  Yorkshire,  luigland,  Mr.  William 
P>roadhead  conceived  the  idea  that  such  goods  might  just  as  well  be  manu- 
factured in  America  as  in  luigland.    He  knew  the  natural  facilities  which 


Jamestown. 


Jamestown  possessed  in  its  clear,  pnre  water  ;  its  proximity  to  the  coal  fields 
of  Pennsylvania  ;  its  progressive  and  enterprising  commnnity,  and,  above  all, 
he  discerned  in  the  bnsiness  development  of  this  )te7c  indnstry  a  future  for 
Jamestown  that  wonld  make  it  a  center  of  cosmopolitan  enterprise,  give  it  a 
national  repntation  and  confer  honor  npon  the  man  who  would  make  the 
venture.  Confidence  in  his  own  ability — buoyed  up  by  the  large  profit  he 
foresaw  as  a  result  of  such  an  experiment — led  him  to  put  himself  in  the 
front  rank,  and  on  his  return  home  it  was  not  long  ere  the  embryotic  idea 
had  taken  shape  in  the  mammoth  building  which  marked  the  beginning 
of  \Vm.  Hall  Co., "  (of  which  Mr.  Broadhead  was  the  originator,  as  well 
as  former  partner),  and  which  has  culminated  in  the  erection  and  establish- 
ment of  the  firms  of  \Vm.  Broadhead  A:  Sons,"  "  The  Jamestown  Spinning 
Co.,"  "  The  Terry  Mills,"  Jamestown  Cotton  Mills,"  "  Goodwill  ^  Ashworth," 
and  *' The  Lister  Manf'g  Co."  These  are  the  legitimate  outcomes  of  his 
mighty  fertile  brain  and  active  energies,  and  from  these  combined  industries 
thousands  of  people  receive  daily  employment,  while  other  interests,  such  as 
foundries,  machine  shops,  paper  and  wood  box  concerns,  hardware  and  mill 
supply  establishments,  receive  support  and  large  encouragement  from  these 
huge  factories.  The  superior  quality  of  Jamestown  dress-goods  from  the  very 
first  of  their  introduction  has  ever  been  recognized  by  the  trade  throughout 
the  country,  and  she  holds  today  an  eminent  rank  among  the  manufacturing 
centers  of  the  world.  Few  men  ever  reaped  so  successfully  the  result  of  push 
and  thrift  as  William  Broadhead,  all  of  which  (in  conjunction  with  his  sons) 
he  richly  merits.  These  goods  find  a  market  in  almost  every  city  and  village 
in  America.  To  the  Broadhead  family  above  all  others  in  the  locality  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  spirited  enthusiasm  the  city  possesses.  The  electric 
street  railway,  the  steamboat  navigation,  the  water  and  gas  works  of  the 
city,  are  and  have  been  made  sure  investments  by  the  indefatigable  energy 
and  magnetic  touch  of  S.  B.  and  A.  N.  Broadhead,  worthy  sons  of  a  worthy 
sire,  and  joint  partners  with  him  in  the  business. 

The  nine  factories  of  this  company  are  of  brick  ;  cover  nearly  four  acres, 
range  from  two  to  seven  stories  in  height,  and  use  as  motive  power  15  steam 
engines  aggregating  1,000  H.  P.  During  the  past  year  they  have  added 
another  weaving  factory,  72x155,  fitted  up  with  electrical  power,  which 
increases  the  plant  to  650  looms  and  8,000  spindles,  alfording  employment 
(when  worked  to  full  capacity)  to  800  operatives,  and  giving  an  annual  produc- 
tion of  $1,250,000. 

Jamcstoivn  Cotton  Mill. — This  was  established  here  in  1880  by  Thomas 
Henry  Smith,  of  Skepton, Yorkshire,  England.  Mr.  Smith  built  a  large  factory 
at  a  cost  of  from  $40,000  to  $50,000,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  extra 
quality  cotton  wraps  for  dress  goods,  cotton  battings  38  inches  wide  and  14 
feet  long  (one  batting,  makes  a  comforter),  and  sewing  thread  for  overall  mak- 
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ers  atid  clothiers'  uses.  He  does  an  annual  business  of  $75,000,  andeniploys 
about  25  males  an^l  45  females. 

JiiiHt'sioi^'n  ]\'iu)lt'n  Spinuinif  Co, — Tli is  business  was  started  in  1883  for 
the  exclusive  iiproduction  of  woolen  yarns.  In  1885  the  manufacture  of 
woolen  dress  j^oods  on  a  limited  scale  was  added.  In  1887  the  plant  was 
extensively  enlar^^ed  to  enable  the  making  of  fine  worsted  dress  goods  and 
suitings  to  be  carried  on.  In  f888  the  company  was  incorporated,  and  later 
W.  C.  Patterson  was  president,  R.  I\I.  Wise  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  E. 
Greenwood  superintendent.  In  C>ctober,  1890,  the  capital  stock  was  increased 
to  $100,000.  The  company  occupies  several  commodious  buildings  ranging 
from  two  to  four  stories.  Other  firms  relating  to  the  textile  industries  have 
done  and  are  doing  good  work. 

A  most  valuable  element  of  Jamestown's  citizenship  has  been  furnished 
by  English  emigrants.  The  first  arrival  was  June  20,  1834,  of  the  families 
of  Simon  Bootey,  John  Fuller,  John  Wilson,  ist,  and  John  Wilson,  2d.,  21  per- 
sons. They  left  Prickwillow,  England,  April  12,  1834,  the  journey  to  James- 
town lasting  10  weeks.  They  located  on  and  gave  name  to  Ivnglish  hill, 
and  ha\'e  been  good  and  lo\'al  citizens,  hhigland  was  largeh'  called  upon  to 
furnish  the  skilled  labor  recpiired  in  the  textile  industries  founded  by  an 
Knglislnnan,  William  Broad  head,  (see  sketch).  These  people,  Joseph  and 
Edward  Appleyard,  the  Briggs  family,  and  others,  with  their  special  aptitude 
and  educated  skill,  their  warm  sym])athy  for  and  cooperation  with  moral  and 
religious  labors,  and  their  steady  and  persistent  industry  and  thrift  have  been 
of  untold  benefit  to  the  city. 

JaDiestira'ii  Posto(fict\ — Until  this  office  was  established,  December  31, 
1816,  nearl\'  all  the  residents  south  of  the  Ridge  received  and  sent  their  mail 
at  ^layville  after  that  office  was  created  July  i,  181 2.  It  was  not  so  difficult 
to  do  this  as  it  might  now  ap})ear.  People  from  each  settlement  had  frequent 
business  at  Ma\  \  ille,  either  attending  court,  transactions  at  the  land-office, 
journeys  for  salt,  etc.,  so  letters  could  be  mailed  or  brought.  There  were  few 
papers  then  taken.  William  H.  Fenton,  son  of  Jacob  the  early  potter  and 
hotel  kee|)er,  was  the  earl\-  mail  carrier,  ])addling  a  canoe  to  Ma\-\'ille  for  the 
few  letters  and  fewer  papers  coming  to  Prendergast's  Mills."  (He  was  later 
a justice  "  in  Jamestown  for  48  \'ears).  James  Prendergast  was  the  first 
post-master  of  Jamestown,  aud  the  offiice  for  some  time  was  in  the  store  of  J. 
&  M.  Prendergast  on  the  northwest  corner  of  F'irst  and  Main  streets.  It 
owed  the  government  S5.54  at  the  end  of  the  first  qmirter.  Dr.  Laban  Haz- 
eltine  was  early  made  deputy,  and  kept  the  office  at  his  residence,  using  one 
of  the  drawers  of  his  secretary  (now  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Laban  Hazelline)  for 
this  pur}>ose  until  1822,  when  he  had  a  combined  desk  and  bookcase  made 
with  pigeon-holes  for  letters.  This,  with  a  rude  case  for  newspapers,  amply 
accommodated  the  public.    (This  bookcase  and  desk  was  presented  to  the 
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Woman's  Christian  Association  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Hazeltinc  and  is  in  service  in 
the  hospital).  Jnne  13,  1829,  D^.  E.  T.  Foote  was  appointed  postmaster. 
He  introdnced  80  individnal  letter  boxes,  for  wliich  no  rent  was  charj^cd, 
and  procnred  the  first  engraved  letter-stamp  of  the  county.  Alvin  Plnmb 
succeeded  Dr.  Foote  June  8,  1841.  He  was  elected  county  clerk,  and  was 
succeeded  as  postmaster  by  Joseph  Kenyon,  a  druggist,  December  5,  1843. 
Franklin  H.  Waite  took  the  office  in  October,  1844,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Eliphalet  Tinker  in  October,  1848  ;  Smith  Seymour,  July,  1849  ;  Rufus  Pier, 
July,i853  ;  Charles  L.  Harris,  July,i858  ;  Robert  V.  Cunningham,  July,  1861  ; 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Jr.,  1866  ;  John  T.  Wilson,  appointed  1867  ?  Abner  Haz- 
eltine,  Jr.,  1868;  Henry  J.  Yates,  1871  ;  Alexander  M.  Clark,  1874  ;  A. 
lirooks  Fletcher,  1879;  Major  IC.  F.  Putnam,  18S4;  (in  March  18S5,  free 
postal  delivery  was  introduced)  ;  Charles  Ei.  Weeks,  1885  ;  L.  L.  Hanchett, 
1889;  P.  K.  Shankland,  1894.  The  office  now  employs  11  carriers  and  8 
clerks.  The  government  kept  a  record  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1889,  of 
all  mail  matter  received  and  delivered.  During  that  year  the  eight  letter 
carriers  of  Jamestown  delivered  1,698  registered  letters,  652,538  letters,  133,- 
399  postal  cards,  and  496,948  newspapers.  The  receipts  of  the  office  from 
April  I  to  June  30,  1893,  exclusive  of  money  orders,  were  :>9,635.42  ;  the 
receipts  from  April  i  to  June  30,  1894,  exclusive  of  money  orders,  were 
$9,894.10.  The  money  order  business  of  1893  ^^'^^  1^^393-94  5  ^^^^^  of  the 
first  quarter  of  1894,  was  $26,613.78  ;  the  second  quarter  of  1894  exceeded 
this,  showing  $27,717.17. 

Nn:'ii^a/ion  on  C/iauiaiiqua  Lake. — This  lake,  including  3.22  miles  of 
outlet,"  is  nearly  20  miles  long,  from  one-half  to  3  miles  wide,  and  in  some 
places  is  90  feet  dee]).  In  the  early  days  the  bateaux  of  tlie  P^rench  explorers 
and  military  expeditions  and  the  canoes  of  the  Indians  were  all  the  craft  that 
ruffied  the  surface  of  this  svlvan  sheet  of  water.  When  settlers  came  lari'-e 
canoes  were  made  that  served  to  transport  wliole  families  and  supplies  to 
different  points  of  the  forest-bordered  shore,  and  soon  the  Durham  "  and 
keelboats,  witli  rough,  rude  and  rollicking  crews,  clad  in  red  fiannel  and 
other  striking  articles  of  dress,  put  in  their  appearance  at  the  head  of  tlic 
lake  in  numbers  to  receive  ladings  of  salt  brought  from  P>arcelona  over  the 
''old  PVcnch  road"  and  destined  for  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati,  (jradualiy 
the  canoes  dis?  ppeared  and  the  mission  of  the  keelboats  soon  ended.  They 
were  succeeded  by  scows  and  flat  boats,  and  in  1824  ^  horseboat  was  built  in 
Jamestown.  It  was  an  unwieldy,  ferryboat  aiTair.  In  point  of  speed  it  was 
outclassed  by  the  canoes  and  keelboats,  as  it  took  from  ten  hours  to  three  days 
to  go  the  length  of  the  lake,  and  it  only  ran  two  seasons.  The  schooner  Mink 
and  scows  with  sails  then  for  a  short  time  competed  for  the  shipping  trade. 

In  1827  a  company  built  the  "  Chautauque,"  a  sidewheel  steamboat  and 
no  stauncher  craft  ever  sailed  the  lake.    The  engine  was  made  in  Pittsburgh 
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and  bronglit  to  Warren  on  keel  boats.  The  launching  was  a  great  event  for 
the  whole  count}-.  A  cannon  had  been  brought  from  Westfield,  stationed 
near  the  foot  of  Jefferson  street,  and  salutes  were  fired  at  intervals  during 
the  ceremony.  This  was  the  first  artillery  known  to  have  been  fired  in  James- 
town. On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July,  1828,  Chautauqua's  first  steamer 
started  on  its  first  trip  with  from  40  to  50  guests.  The  boat  wa^  a  success, 
the  machinery  was  perfect,  and  worked  to  a  charm.  (See  chapter  XXXV). 
The    Chautauque    had  a  fair  business  for  some  years. 

In  1835  a  larger  and  a  faster  boat  was  built  by  Captain  Kellogg  at  the 
present  repair  docks,  christened  "  Robert  Falconer,"  and  under  the  gallant 
captain  successfully  competed  with  the  "Chautauque"  until  the  latter  was 
dismantled.  The  "  Falconer's  "  name  was  soon  changed  to  "William  H. 
Seward,"  and  later  it  was  called  "  The  Empire."  She  was  in  commission 
some  years,  until  good  roads  had  brought  easier  land  transportation  from 
Lake  Erie,  and  stage  lines  were  established,  when,  as  she  did  not  earn  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  her  running,  she  loo  was  dismantled,  and  the  hull  run  down 
the  Chadakoin  to  the  lower  streams  with  an  immense  load  of  tan1)ark.  She 
made  the  trip  successfully,  and  was  the  largest  boat  that  ev^er  passed  through 
the  rapids  to  the  Cassadaga. 

In  1848  Cai)t.  George  Stoneman  built  a  catamaran  of  two  large  canoes, 
named  it  "The  Tw^ins,"  used  horses  to  propel  it  the  first  year,  and  a  steam 
engine  later.  This  made  no  regular  trips.  The  "  Hollam  Vail,"  a  small 
steamer  built  in  185 1,  was  burned  in  1852.  Matthew  P.  Bemus  about  the 
same  time  built  the  "  Water  Witch,"  later  called  "  Lady  of  the  Lake."  This 
was  a  very  cranky  boat  and  did  not  run  long.  In  1856  Captain  Gardner 
built  the  C.  C.  Dennis  "  at  I\Iayville.  It  had  fine  machinery,  an  upright 
cylinder,  and  a  walking-beam,  also  a  dining  room  where  meals  were  served. 
It  had  the  fate  of  its  ])re(lecessors  in  not  making  money,  although  it  made 
trips  quite  regularly  until  the  close  of  the  season  of  1861  when  it  was 
dismantled,  and  the  machinery  used  for  an  Ohio  river  boat.  In  1S63  the 
ill-fated  Chautan<iua  "  was  built  l)y  James  and  Wm..T.  Howell  and  Alfred 
Wilcox.  She  had  several  changes  in  ownershi])  and  was  run  until  August 
14,  1871,  when  the  boiler  exploded  in  Whitney's  Bay,  killing  eight  persons 
and  wounding  sexeral.  A  screw  pro])ellor,  the  "Jamestown,"  was  built  in 
1859  and  run  until  1S75  when  it  was  burned  at  Jamestown. 

With  the  growth  of  Chautau(jua  Assembly  came  a  demand  for  increased 
facilities  for  passeni^er  transportation,  and  in  1873  was  built  the  side-wheel 
steamer,  "Col.  Wm.  Phillips,"  at  P>emus  Point  ;  in  1874  the  "P.J.  Hanour," 
(burned  the  same  year);  in  1875  the  "  M.  A.  Griffith  "  and  the  "May  Mar- 
tin," (named  for  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Martin,  of  Busti,  one  of  the  owners, 
whose  fair  hands  often  ])il()ted  her  namesake  through  the  tortuous  windings 
of  Chadakoin  river).    The  same  year  was  built  the  "Nettie  P'ox,"  a  "stern- 
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wheeler,"  which,  passing  through  various  ownerships,  was  enlarged  and 
became  the  ''Jamestown,"  the  finest  excursion  steamer  of  the  lake  until  it 
was  Vjurned  in  1892.  Boats  now  rapidly  increased.  Henry  Harley  first  estab- 
lished a  line  of  steamers  plying  regularly  on  and  along  the  lake.  In  1883 
he  sold  his  boats,  "  Mayville,"  "J.  A.  Burch,"  "Jamestown,"  "  W.  B.  Shat- 
tuc,"  and  "  M.  A.  Griffith "  to  the  "  Chautauqua  Steamboat  Company," 
incorporated  that  year.  The  "John  F.  Aloulton  "  was  added  to  this,  the 
*' Red  Stack  "  line.  Willard  White  soon 'purchased  the  fleet.  He  sold  it  in 
1884  to  George  N.  Burt,  from  whoni  A.  N.  P>roadhcad,  F.  E.  Giflbrd  and  A. 
C.  Wade  (who  originally  formed  the  company)  acquired  the  fleet  by  purchase. 
In  1890  there  were  two  regular  steamboat  lines.  Red  »Stack  line,  with  the 
♦'Jamestown,"  "J.  A.  Burch,"  "  W.  B.  Shattuc,"  "Mohawk,"  "Winona"; 
People's  (Black  Stack)  line  running  the  '*  Cincinnati  "  and  "  City  of  P»ufTalo," 
(with  steel  plated  hull)  ;  and  three  independent  boats  making  regular  trips  : 
"Robert  N.  Marvin,"  "Vincent,"  and  G.  J.  Cornell."  In  1892  the  People's 
line  was  purchased  by  the  Chautauqua  Steamboat  Company.  This  company 
now  has  a  line  of  seven  elegant  boats  which  carry  fully  250,000  passengers 
annually.  Under  the  administration  of  "  Commodore*"  T.  E,  Grandin,  the 
popular  superintendent,  who  has  been  on  lake  service  since  1870  the  traffic 
has  been  enormously  increased.  "  Xot  one  of  the  scores  of  thousands  that 
have  crossed  these  decks  has  had  reason  to  complain,  and  not  an  accident 
has  occurred  involving  the  life  of  any  passenger  during  the  many  years  he 
has  had  supervision  of  the  fleet." 

Nkwspapkrs. —  Tlic  Jamcstoicn  Journal^  weekly,  was  esta])lislied  by  Adol- 
phus  Fletcher  in  1826.  Jamestown  was  then  a  small  hamlet,  and  the  county 
had  onh*  about  20,000  i)o|)ulation.  -  Mr.  P'letcher  was  assisted  in  editing  the 
paper  b)-  Hon.  Abner  Hazeltine  and  other  lawyers,  and  from  its  start  it  had 
large  influence,  and,  for  a  local  paper,  a  fair  subscription  list.  Its  life  began 
during  the  trou))led  period  of  the  anti-masonic  controversy,  and  it  was  one  of 
the  most  vigorous  opponents  of  the  ancient  craft.  On  national  politics  the 
paper  stood  with  the  Whig  party,  and  throughout  its  historx*  it  has  been  an 
earnest  advocate  of  protection  to  American  industries.  For  20  years  the 
pa])er  was  conducted  by  the  Fletcher  family,  J.  Warren  Fletcher,  son  of  the 
founder,  continuing  its  publication  after  his  father  left  it.  In  1S4S  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  F.  W.  Palmer,  who  learned  the  trade  in  I'letcher's  office. 
Mr.  Palmer  liad  control  (^f  the  pajxr  for  ten  years,  a  portion  of  the  time,  F. 
P.  Bailey,  and,  subseciuenth ,  E.  P.  Upliam  and  S.  C.  Green  were  his  part- 
ners, the  editorial  work  devolving  on  Mr.  Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer  was  a  vigor- 
ous writer,  who  gave  cliaracter  to  the  paper,  and,  since  leaving  it  in  1858, 
has  held  important  editorial  positions  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere,  and  during 
Harrison's  administration,  and  until  May,  1894,  wiis  public  ])rinter  at  Wash- 
ington.   From  1S58  to  1862  T/ir  Journal  \^i\s  published  by  C.  I).  Sackctl  and 
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Coleman  E.  Bisliop.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sackett,  Mr.  Bishop  associated 
with  himself  his  brother  Prentice,  who  .enlisted  in  the  army,  was  wounded 
and  died  in  1S65.  The  next  year  C.  E.  Bishop  took  as  partner  A.  M.  Clark,, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1868  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Clark,  retaining  the  posi- 
tion of  editor.*  In  1867  ^^^^  paper  was  enlarged,  but  was  still  a  four-page 
paper.  In  186S  the  form  was  changed  ;  it  now  became  a  six-column  eight- 
page  paper.  January  i,  1870,  the  Daily  Jonnial  was  started  by  A.  Clark. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Clark  associated  with  himself  Davis  H.  Waite,  who  bought 
out  Clark  and  was  sole  proprietor  to  May,  1876,  when  he  went  West  and  is, 
V  now  (1894)  governor  of  Colorado. 

May  20,  1876,  John  A.  Hall  bought  the  establishment,  consisting  of  an. 
eight-page  weekly  and  four-page  daily  paper,  the  office  fixtures  and  good  will. 
The  office  occupied  the  second  and  third  floors  of  the  building  now  owned  b>^ 
the  Union  Trust  Company.  Mr.  Hall  brought  to  the  Journal  noi  only  busi- 
ness sagacity  and  enterprise,  but  a  large  intelligence,  thorough  acquaintance 
with  politics,  and  uncompromising  fidelity  to  what  he  believed  truth.  He 
had  a  forcible  style  of  writing  which  caused  his  editorials  to  be  widely  read, 
and  to  be  felt  when  false  measures  or  wrong  were  to  be  rebuked.  The  paper 
was  improved,  the  business  enlarged,  and  the  quarters  on  Main  street  became 
too  cramped.  A  three-story  brick  building,  25x77,  was  built  in  1878  on 
West  Second  street.  When  this  was  occupied  it  was  supposed  that  its  facil- 
ties  would  be  ample  for  a  generation,  but  in  1892  the  business  had  so 
increased  as  to  demand  more  room,  and  an  addition  e(|ual  to  the  original 
block  was  built  on  the  adjoining  lot,  more  than  half  of  which  is  now  used 
by  the  Journal.  Hardly  a  year  has  passed  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  add 
to  the  equi|)ment  or  business  facilities. 

In  1880,  Frederick  P.  Hall,  associated  with  his  feather  in  the  work  of  the 
|)a|)er  from  1876,  beame  an  equal  ]>artner  in  the  business  which  now  was  con- 
ducted under  tlie  title  (jf  John  A.  Hall  vSon.  In  March,  1879,  the  sub- 
scriiHion  list  and  good  will  of  the  Daily  J )('niocrai  \\'.\>ho\\\i\\i,  and  that  paper 
was  merged  in  the  J^lioiiny^  Jo/irjial,  which  for  a  little  time  was  the  only 
dailv  publislied  in -the  place.  Many  dailies  have  been  started  in  Jamestown 
in  the  past  dozen  years  but  none  of  them  have  achieved  a  success  financially. 
In  November,  1892,  the  ])lant  of  the  LliantaiKjiia  Doiiocrat^  the  JoiintaPs 
oldest  competitor,  was  purchased  and  the  former  paper  absorbed  by  the  latter. 
The  /rcv/Vr y^^///'///?/ now  became  a  semi-weekly,  with  large  increase  of  cir- 
culation. 

In  18S6,  after  the  death  ofjohn  A,  Hall,  the  ''Journal  Printing  Company" 
was  formed,  consisting  of  Frederick  P.  Hall,  the  estate  of  John  A.  Plall, 

».Mr.  Hislio]/  was  a  trt  iichant  writer,  ft-arlcss  and  outspoken  in  his  opinions— too  much  s<i  perliaps  in  local 
matter^.  Al  tlu  outset  of"  the  civil  war  the  ./oMrjta/ sto^xl  firni  on  the  side  of  the  government,  and  then,  and 
afterwards,  <Ud  much  to  keep  warm  the  patriotism  of  the  county,  antl  for  the  maintenance  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples. 
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Frederick  W.  Hyde  and  the  late  Walter  B.  Aniiita^e,  the  two  latter  having 
been  faithful  employes  of  the  old  firm  for  a  number  of  years.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Armitage  his  interest,  and  also  that  of  the  estate  of  John  A. 
Hall,  was  purchased  by  Messrs.  Hall  and  Hyde,  and,  in  1891,  H.  A.  P>rad- 
shaw  became  a  partner.  January  i,  1894,  the  establishment  became  incor- 
porated as  the  Journal  Printing  Company,  and  James  A.  Clary  and  William 
S.  Bailey,  employes  for  over  ten  years,  became  stockholders  and  directors 
with  Messrs.  Hall,  Hyde  and  Bradshaw. 

The  Journal  has  always  been  acti\'e  in  furthering  the  best  interests  of 
Jamestown  and  Chautauqua  county,  and  on  account  of  its  enterprise  ranks  as 
one  the  leading  newspapers  of  its  class  in  the  country.  It  is  the  only  mem- 
ber of  the  Associated  Press  of  the  State  of  New  York,''  south  of  Buffalo  and 
west  of  Elmira,  and  the  best  circulated  newspaper  on  the  lines  of  the  Erie 
railway  l^etween  these  cities  on  the  east,  and  Youngstown,  Ohio,  on  the  west. 
The  establishment  gives  employment  to  35  people,  exclusive  of  carriers  and 
correspondents. 

TJic  CJi<iutai(<]ua  Rcpublicau  was  started  in  i<S2S  by  Morgan  Bates.  Rich- 
ard K.  Kellogg,  Lewis  C.  Todd,  Charles  McLean,  Alfred  Smith  and  William 
H.  Cutler  were  connected  with  its  publication  for  varying  periods  until  1833, 
when  S.  S.  C.  Hamilton  became  proprietor,  changed  the  name  to  TJic  Re- 
publican Banner  and  soon  removed  the  publication  office  to  ]\Ia>'ville.  T/ie 
Genius  of  Liberty^  an  Universalist  journal,  was  published  here  by  Lewis  C. 
Todd  from  1S29  to  1833.  The  lender  Current^  published  by  Harvey  A. 
Smith,  had  a  brief  existence  in  1851  and  1852.  The  Jainestoioi  Herald^ 
started  in  August,  1852,  by  Dr.  Asaph  Rhodes,  was  sold  a  year  later  to  Jos- 
eph B.  Nessell,  who  removed  it  to  Ellington,  changed  the  name  to  The  [jinii- 
jtary  and  discontinued  it  three  years  later. 

The  Chautauqua  Democrat^  (weekly)  was  the  successor  of  TJie  Liberty 
Star^  started  by  Harvey  A.  Smith,  in  1847,  in  1849  bought  by  Adolphus 
Fletcher,  and  the  name  changed  to  The  Northern  Citizen.  In  1853  John  W. 
Fletcher  became  proprietor  ;  in  1855  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Chautau- 
qua Democrat.  Adolphus  Fletcher  was  then  proprietor  and  James  Parker 
editor.  In  i860  A.  Brooks  Fletcher,  son  of  Adolphus,  ])ecame  part  proprie- 
tor, and  A.  P'letcher  tfc  Co.,  were  publishers  until  Oc'ober  1,  1S62,  when 
rXavis  H.  Waite  purchased  the  interest  of  Adoli)hus  Fletcher.  The  Demo- 
crat was  then  published  by  Fletcher  Waite.  In  1866  A.  P».  I'letcher 
bought  out  Waite.  January  31,  1871,  the  office  was  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire,  but  no  issue  of  the  paper  was  missed.  In  August,  1872,  Rev.  P^lward 
Anderson  buying  an  interest,  the  firm  became  Fletcher  cS:  .Vnderson.  A 
daily  was  then  published  as  the  Jamestoien  Daily  Democrat,  March  r,  1873, 
Mr.  Anderson  retired,  and  A.  Brooks  Fletcher  published  both  the  Daily  and 
the  Weekly  Democrat  until  his  appointment  as  postmaster  in  1879,  when  lie 


7o6 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


sold  the  Daily  to  the  publishers  of  the  Journal,  He  continued  the  Weekly 
until  November,  1892,  when  that  too  was  sold  to  the  Journal. 

71/e  Moruiuq-  Nncs^  established  in  1885,  was  in  1890  made  the  property 
of  the  News  Publishing^  Co.,  an  incorporation  with  tiicse  corporators  :  John 
G.  Wicks,  E.  R.  Bootey,  James  I.  Fowler,  H.  S.  Elkins,  M.  G.  Martyn,  and  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000.  Various  changes  in  the  ownership  occurred,  but  it  has 
ever  been  Republican  in  politics.  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  a  brilliant  writer  of  force- 
ful editorials  was  its  editor  from  1885  to  1894,  and  made  the  AVz^'s  a  power 
in  the  county.  In  May,  1894,  ]\Iessrs.  Charles  H.  Winslow  and  John  D. 
Whish,  who  had  been  connected  with  leading  New  York  city  journals,  took 
possession  of  the  AVrt'.v,  and  are  continuing  it  as  a  Republican  newspaper. 

The  All,  a  semi-weekly  independent  journal,  was  established  September 
24,  1 89 1,  ])y  M.  (i.  Martyn,  with  publication  office  in  Baker  block  on  Main 
street.  It  was  made  a  daih'  evening  paper  December  7,  1891,  and  was  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Martyn  until  December  12,  1893,  when  he  .sold  to  Bowen 
Brothers  A-  Malicr.  TIr*  [present  publishers  are  Bowen  Bros.  The  office  is 
No.  10  West  Third  .street.  The  SiUurilny  VV/urs,  a  Democratic  weekly,  was 
])urchased  of  P.  K.  Shankland  by  the  publishers  of  VV/c  All,  April  7,  1894, 
who  still  ])ublish  it.  The  T{)}ics  was  started  as  a  labor-reform  paper  by 
Lyman  J.  Wuodard  in  18S7,  and  named  F.vcry  Saturday.  PaluKrr  K.  vShank- 
land  purchased  it  in  .Yugust,  1 890,  "changed  the  name  to  llic  Saturday  Ti))ics, 
aud  its  politics  to  Democratic. 

Thi'  Sunday  Suu,  an  8  page,  6  column,  Sunday  journal,  was  established 
June  29,  1884,  by  Louis  V.  Camp  and  Guy  H.  Fuller.  They  purchased  the 
Ja))it'sto:i'u  Standard,  a  weekly  Democratic  paper,  ]\Iay  i,  1886,  of  P.  K.  Shank- 
land.  iMom  tliat  time  iwo  editions  have  been  published,  a  Sunday  issue 
and  a  weekly  one.  Mr.  Fuller  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Camp  January 
I,  i89i,and  was  sole  ])ropriet()r  until  Ma\-  i,  1 894,  when  George  C.  \'an  Dusen 
became  a  [)a!  tner.  January  i,  1 893,  the  ►SV/;/  was  changed  to  a  7  cohnnn 
sheet  of  8  pages  and  the  next  November  it  was  made  a  12  l)age  illustrated 
journal.  It  circulates  5,000  copies.  P'rom  the  consolidati(>n  of  the  .S'A///<'/^//v/ 
with  the  .Siiu  it  has  deelared  Democratic  doctrines. 

The  firm  of  P\  H.  W.  A.  White,  printers,  publishers  and  stationers," 
publish  directories  of  Jamestown,  Lakewood,  and  Ivxlconer.  The  first  one 
was  issued  in  1883. 

Banks. —  77/^-  Cliautau</ua  County  \atio)ial  lUuik  is  the  oldest  bank  of 
the  count)'.  (See  page  328),  The  original  charter  was  granted  April  18, 
1831,  to  "The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Chautauque  County 
Bank"  as  a  safety  fund  bank.  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  William  Peacock, 
Leverett  Barker  and  Walter  Smith  were  made  commissioners  to  receive  stock 
and  inspectors  of  first  election  of  officers,  held  June  24,  1831,  at  the  inn  "  of 
vSolonion  Jones.    The  directors  chosen  were  Leverett  Barker,  John  G.  Sax- 
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ton,  William  Peacock,  James  Hall,  Samuel  Barrett,  Jediali  E.  Budlong,  Oliver 
Lee,  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  Daniel  Sherman,  Elial  T.  Footc,  Alvin  Plumb, 
Abner  Hazel  tine,  Richard  P.  Marvin.  P^lial  T.  F'oote  was  elected  president. 
At  this  meeting  $500  was  voted  "  to  construct  a  vault,  and  erect  a  bank 
building"  on  land  just  west  of  the  present  bank.  This  was  a  homely  little 
brick  building,  one  story  high,  built  in  close  contiguity  to  Judge  Prender- 
gast's  residence.  The  vault  was  made  of  stone  from  the  new  quarry  at  Dex- 
terville,  and  its  wrought  iron  door  was  brought  from  Holland.  Arad  Joy  was 
the  first  cashier,  salary  $550.  Later  the  president  was  allowed  one  cent  for 
each  bill  he  signed.  Meetings  of  directors  were  numerous,  and  were  held  at 
the  inn  before  named,  as  its  good  entertainment  inid  superior  accommoda- 
tions were  very  attractive.  In  January,  1832,  R.  P.  Marvin,  A.  Hazeltine,  T. 
B.  Campbell,  E.  T.  Foote  were  appointed  to  draft  bylaws.  These  were  mod- 
els of  careful  wording,  elegant  and  precise  language,  and  wise  forethought, 
and  are  substantially  now  in  force.  Within  six  months  from  commencing 
business  (January  13,  1832)  the  bank  declared  a  dividend.  In  1832  Fitch 
Shepard,  father  of  Col.  Elliot  F.  Shepard,  was  acting  cashier  for  a  few  months. 
In  1833  the  large  increase  of  business  forced  the  erection  of  a  new  building, 
which  was  much  larger  than  the  first  one  and  fronted  on  Main  street.  This 
new  building  was  burned  in  the  fire  of  January,  1861,  and  immediately 
rebuilt.  September  30,  1834,  Robert  Newland,  tlicn  of  Albany,  was  elected 
teller,  and  commenced  his  faithful  service  of  55  years.  In  1835  vSamuel  Bar- 
rett succeeded  Judge  Foote  as  president.  He  held  the  office  until  he  died  in 
1872,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Newland,  who  retired  in  1890. 
Daniel  Griswold,  the  present  president,  succeeded  him,  elected  May  8,  1890. 
On  the  expiration  of  its  charter  in  1859  the  bank  was  reorganized  as  a  state 
bank,  and  in  1865  it  was  made  a  national  bank. 

The  vice-presidents  have  been  Oliver  Lee,  Samii.el  Barrett,  Leverett  Bar- 
ker, Samuel  A.  Brown,  Robert  Newland,  Samuel  A.  I)rown,  Daniel  Griswold, 
F.  A.  I>entlcy.  The  cashiers  in  succession  are  Arad  Joy,  Aaron  D.  Patchin, 
Thaddeus  W.  Patchin,  RobertNewland  (from  1840  to  i860),  Seldcn  Iv  i\Iarvin 
(who  resigned  in  1862  to  become  a  soldier),  Robert  Newland,  David  N.  Marvin 
(died  in  office  in  1875),  F'.  B.  I'arnham,  George  S.  (ri fiord,  Willis  O.  Benedict. 

Able  and  most  conservative  citizens  have  been  connected  with  this  old 
and  firmly  established  institution,  and  that  it  enjoys  public  confidence  is 
attested  by  the  fa(fi  that  its  individual  deposits  subject  to  check  closely 
approximate  $250,000.  The  capital  July  18,  1894,  was  $100,000,  the  accrued 
surplus  $65,000,  and  the  undivided  profits  more  than  $15,000.  The  present 
officers  are  :  Daniel  Griswold,  president ;  F.  A.  Bentley,  vice  president;  W. 
O,  Benedict,  cashier ;  C.  H.  Lake,  assistant  cashier ;  Daniel  Griswold,  F.  A, 
Bentley,  Solomon  Jones,  E.  P.  Putnam,  F.  B.  Bush,  J.  W.  Johnson,  Robert 
N.  Marvin,  Elliot  C-  Hall,  Samuel  Briggs,  directors. 
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The  First  National  Bank  was  chartered  February  24,  1863,  but  did  not 
commence  operations  until  January  i,  1865.  Heavy  capitalists  have  been 
connected  with  this  bank  from  tlie  first.  Alonzo  Kent,  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 
Orsell  Cook,  Sardius  Steward  and  Galusha  A.  Grow  were  the  original  cor- 
porators and  directors.  Alonzo  Kent  was  president  from  organization  until 
July,  1 88 1,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  ex-Gov.  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  who  held 
the  office  at  the  time  of  his  siidden  death,  August  25,  1885.  Frank  E. 
Gifford  was  the  next  president,  and  is  now  in  office.  The  First  National 
Bank  has  always  maintained  unimpaired  credit,  and  many  of  Jamestown's 
industries  have  been  greatly  aided  by  its  fostering  care.  July  18,  1894,  its 
capital  stock  was  $153,300;  its  surplus  fund  $30,660;  undivided  ])rofits 
$109,854.15  ;  individual  deposits  subject  to  check  $141,003.19.  The  present 
officers  are  F.  I^.  Gifford,  president ;  William  Hroadhead,  vice  president  ; 
Edward  Morgar.,  cashier;  J.  \V.  Kiug,  assistant  cashier;  F.  E.  Gifford, 
Orsell  Cook,  William  P>roadhead,  Edward  Morgan,  Lucius  B.  Warner,  A.  J. 
Peterson,  directors. 

The  City  Xatioiral  Bank  was  chartered  February  14,  1864,  as  The  Second 
National  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  Tliomas  D.  Hammond  was 
chosen  president,  and  George  W.  Tew,  cashier.  In  January,  1869,  upon  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Hammond,  William  H.  Tew  became  president.  In  March, 
1875,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  City  National  Bank,  and,  August  4,  1876, 
the  new  rooms  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  its  pres- 
ent location,  were  occupied.  There  is  a  savings  department  connected  with 
this  bank.  The  capital  stock  July  18,  1894,  was  $100,000,  surplus  fund, 
$20,000,  undivided  profits,  $6,807.25,  individual  deposits  subject  to  clieck 
$163,997.71.  The  jtresent  officers  are  Willis  Tew,  president  ;  M.  E.  PVnton, 
vice-president;  M.  M.  vSkiff,  casliier  ;  W.  S.  Cameron,  1\  A.  I'nller,  Jr.,  E. 
Kosencrantz,  Willis  Tew,  J.  J.  Whitney,  (i.  W.  Tew,  M.  L.  Fenton,  IT.  W. 
Tew,  M.  M.  Skiff,  directors. 

TJir  Jaifirsloncn  Xationnl  HaiiL'  was  incori)orated  in  1S88  under  the  nati- 
onal banking  laws  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $100,000,  and  was  o])ened  for 
business  March  5,  1888,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  First  streets.  The  first 
officers  were:  Charles  M.  Dow,  president  ;  C.  H.  Clifford,  vice  ])resident  ;  M. 
W.  Skiffi  cashier;  C.  M.  Dow,  C.  II.  Gifford,  M.  M.  SkilT,  Porter  Slieldon, 
Sh.elden  B.  Broadhead,  J.  B.  Ross,  J.J.  \^anderburgh,  John  T.  Soderholm, 
William  N.  GokcN'.  \\.  F.  Dickinson  was  elected  cashier  October  2,  1888, 
and  took  Mr.  SkilT\s  j)lace  on  the  directorate.  The  bank  is  now  permanently 
located  in  perhaps  the  best  location  in  Jamestown,  on  the  southwest  corner 
of  ^lain  and  Third  streets,  in  elegantly  appointed  banking  rooms.  A  sa\-ings 
department  is  connecled.  The  officers  and  directors  include  some  of  the 
most  successful,  honorable  and  prudent  men  of  the  community.  The  state- 
ment of  July  18,  1894,  gives  its  ca})ital  stock  as  $  1 00, (joo,  surplus  fund  $100- 
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000,  undivided  profits,  $5,019.72,  individual  deposits  sul)ject  to  clieck  $137,- 
601.19.  It  makes  a  specialty  of  collections  and  has  an  extended  list  of  cor- 
respondents in  all  sections  of  this  country  and  Canada.  The  present  officers 
are  C.  ^I.  Dow,  president ;  S.  B.  Broadhead  and  S.  \V.  Thompson,  vice-pre- 
sidents;  H.  F.  Dickinson,  cashier;  S.  B.  Broadhead,  H.  F.  Dickinson,  J.  B, 
Ross,  C.  M.  Dow,  J.  T.  Soderholm,  W.  N.  Gokey,  J.  J.  Vanderburoh,  Porter 
Sheldon,  S.  W.  Thompson,  directors. 

7Vfr  luirmcrs  Mi  c/ianirs  Jhitik  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 
York,  February  5,  1891,  with  a  paid-uj)  capital  of  Siocooo.  It  transacts  a 
general  business,  receiving:;;  upon  favorable  terms  the  accounts  of  corporations, 
merchants,  manufacturers  and  others.  Its  oflicers  are  experienced  bank  offi- 
cials. The  bank  is  located  in  the  Giffi:)rd  Building,  South  Main  street.  The 
undivided  profits,  July  24,  1894,  were  $12,908.16.  The  officers  are  Charles 
H.  Giffi^rd,  president  ;  F.  T.  Powell,  vice-president  ;  W.  R.  r>otsford,  cashier  ; 
F.  T.  Powell,  R.  M.  Wise,  C.  H.  Gifi'ord,  H.  L.  Phillips,  \V.  S.  GilTord,  C.  C. 
Wilson,       A.  Blackstone,  James  Knapp,  W.  A.  Hallock,  directors. 

The  l  ^nion  'fnisf  Coffipaiiy,  ^  state  banking  institution  with  a  savings 
department,  commenced  operations  January  15,  1894,  with  a  capital  of  $100,- 
000.  The  officers  are  E.  B.  Crissey,  president  ;  J.  S.  Patterson,  treasurer  ; 
Fred  P.  Todd,  secretary  ;  P.  C.  Houston  and  Samuel  Briggs  vice-presidents  ; 
Frank  Merz,  cashier.  This  company  is  an  autliorized  depository  for  trust 
and  other  funds,  and  can  act  as  trustee,  administrator,  receiver,  etc.  It  has 
safe  deposit  vaults  where  boxes  can  be  rented. 

SociKTiKS. — Mount  A/oria/i  f.odj^r  (o/t/  Xo.  jc^y,  //cv* '  .\'/^  /  /-,-)  /\  c^.  1.  M. — 
In  1 81 6  brethren  }-)etitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  to  establish 
a  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  P^llicott.  The  application  was  not 
acted  upon  for  nearly  a  year,  but  September  4,  181 7,  a  charter  was  issued  to 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  297.  The  charter  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
lodge,  and  is  well  preserved.  It  is  signed  ])y  DeWitt  Clinton  governor  of 
state  as  grand  master,  and  Martin  Hoffman  as  deput\'  grand  master.  The 
charter  members  were  Phineas  Stevens,  Heman  Bush,  Solomon  Jones,  Asahel 
Andrews,  Gilbert  Ballard,  David  Boyd,  Jediah  \i.  P>udlong,  Paul  Davis, 
Horatio  Dix,  Pearley  P'airbank,  Elial  T.  Foote,  Oliver  Higley,  David  Hatch, 
Benj.  Jacobs,  Wm.  Pier,  Theron  Plumb,  Joseph  Waite.  The  first  officers 
were  Heman  Bush,  W.  M.  ;  Solomon  Jones,  S.  W.  ;  Theron  Plumb,  J.  W.  ; 
Phineas  Stevens,  S.  D.  ;  Pearley  Fairbank,  J.  D.  ;  David  Hatch,  treasurer; 
Horatio  Dix,  secretary  ;  Wm.  Pier,  S.  M.  of  C.  ;  Asahel  Andrews,  J.  M.  of  C.  ; 
Oliver  Higley,  tiler.  The  lodge  suspended  operations  in  1830.  E.  T.  Foote, 
the  first  secretary,  had  the  charter  framed  and  the  records  and  proceedings 
securely  bound,  and  in  September,  1870,  when  jie  was  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  original  lodge,  presented  them  to  the  lodge,  with  the  injunc- 
tion that  tliey  carefully  preserve  them  as  furnishing  the  only  early  history  of 
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Free  Masonry  in  Jamestown.  Bro.  Foote  was  an  ardent  mason  and  an  upright 
man.  He  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  November  17,  1877,  '^'^  ^^^^  ^^d  year. 
From  the  history  compiled  by  Bro.  Foote  we  extract : 

Forest  Lod<;e  at  I'redonia  (then  Canadaway)  in  Pt  nifret  was  the  first  lodge  in  Chautauqua 
county,  and,  I  tliink,  tlie  first  organized  west  of  Bufialo  in  the  state.  In  1816,  a  number  of 
brethren  in  the  I'rank  settlement,  among  whom  were  Brothers  Heman  Bush,  Theron  Plum, 
Asahel  Andrus,  Stephen  I'rank,  David  Hatch,  and  Brothers  Solomon  Jones  and  David  Boyd  on 
the  Stillwater  in  KlHcott,  sent  a  petition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  praying  for  a 
charter  for  a  lodge  in  Kllicott,  with  Ileman  Bush  as  Master,  Solomon  Jones  as  senior  warden  and 
Theron  Plumb  as  juni<jr  warden.  In  1816  I  visited  at  my  father's  in  Sherburne,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
received  the  three  first  <legrees  of  masonry,  and  thus,  I  believe,  I  became  the  first  resi- 
dent master  mason  in  Jamestown.  It  was  about  a  year  after  the  PVank  settlement  brethren  had 
petitioned  for  a  lodge,  and  no  charter  had  been  received.  I  commenced  a  correspondence  with 
R.  W.  (i.  M.  Dewilt  ClintcMi  and  found  the  charter  wouM  be  issued  as  soon  as  it  was  recom- 
mended by  the  lodge  at  l-'redonia.  I  procured  the  recommendation,  and  the  charter  was  for- 
warded tome.  A  numl)er  of  masons  had  settled  in  Jamestown  or  vicinity,  among  wliom  were 
K.  T.  Foote,  Horatio  Dix,  Ciilbert  Ballard,  Phineas  Stevens,  Jediah  Iv.  lUidlong,  J*)seph  Waite, 
William  Pier,  and  Pearley  I'airbank,  Beiijamin  Jacobs,  Solomon  Jones  and  Oliver  Higley. 

After  the  receptioti  of  the  charter  all  brethren  residing  in  ICllicott  were  notified  to  meet  at  the 
/;///  of Jforu/io  Dix,  S.  V\.  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets,  Se{)tember  27,  5817,  w  hen  the 
necessary  officers  were  oJecte<l.  Phineas  Stevens  the  best  informed  craftsman  among  us,  was 
chosen  tt)  act  as  deputy  grand  master  at  our  installation.  The  necessary  committees  were  most 
amicably  chosen  ;  but  w  hen  the  fpiestion  came  to  be  decided  a'/ztVe' the  lodge  should  be  conse- 
crated and  held  the  brclhren  were  divided  in  opinion.  The  Frank  settlement  brethren  claimed 
that  the  lodge  ought  to  be  located  at  Brother  Hush's  in  the  I'rank  settlement  as  intended  by  the 
original  petitioners.  Others  insisttrd  the  charter  located  the  lodge  in  the  town  of  ICllicott,  and 
that  its  location  in  Jamestown  would  better  accommodate  a  large  majority  of  the  brethren.  It 
was  harmoniously  arranged  to  consecrate  the  lodge  and  install  the  ofiicers  at  Brother  Hush's, 
in  Frank  settlement,  on  the  i6th  of  October,  5817,  and  then  adjourn  to  .laniestown,  where  the 
future  meetings  should  be  held.  On  the  day  of  installation  Bro.  Stevens,  R.  W.  D.  G.  ^I.,  called 
to  his  aid  masonic  brethren  from  PVedonia  who  assisted  as  grand  olTicers,  wearing  the  jewels  of 
l^orest  Lodge,  borrow  ed  for  the  occasion  ;  while  the  officers  of  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  were  invested 
■Nvith  t''inj)orary  jewels  made  of  tin  for  the  occasion,  and  w  liich  were  worn  in  our  lodge  until  sil- 
ver ones  were  })r()cured.  The  l-'rank  settlement  brethren  were  always  anxious  to  remove  the 
lodge  l)ack  to  wliere  it  was  installed,  and  at  one  time  (when  it  was  difficult  to  ])rocure  a  liall  in 
Jamestown  controlled  by  a  mason  brother),  they  came  near  succeeding.  In  1825  the  PVank 
settlement  ])rolhers,  then  in  Husti,  ol)tained  a  charter  for  United  Brethren  Lodge. 

In  1826  a  new  era  occurred  in  Masonry  in  Chautaucjua  county.  Freemasonry  was  generally 
popular  with  the  p)eople,  and  petitions  were  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  dispensations  or 
charters  for  new  lodges  in  the  county,  which  were  duly  recommended  and  generally  granted. 
The  unjustifiable,  illegal  and  wicked  kidnapping  of  William  Morgan,  a  printer  in  Batavia,  X. 
Y.,  in  vSepteml)er,  1826,  by  some  zealous  and  misguided  masons  and  wicked  men,  was  justly 
calculated,  if  true,  to  alarm  the  people.  I  have  neither  time  nor  sjiace  to  go  into  a  full  detail  of 
the  results  of  this  event,  excei)t  so  far  as  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  was  concerned.  In  nearl}  all 
cases  the  old  lodges  in  our  county  suspended,  while  the  new  ones  generally  Ijecame  extinct. 

Moinit  Moriah  Lodoe,  No.  297,  ceased  operations  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and 
it  was  not  until  1848  that  any  effort  was  made  to  revive  it.  In  that  year  snf- 
ficient  brethren  havinj^  joined  in  a  petition,  a  dispensation  was  granted,  and 
June  15,  1849,  a  cliartcr  was  issued  to  Mount  Moriali  Lodge,  No.  145,  which 
was  granted  to  these  charter  members  :  Rufus  Green,  Jediah  H.  Budlong, 
ICmerick  ICvans,  Joseph  Waite,  Eddy  Phetteplace,  Rufus  Pier,  S.  Havens, 
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Aaron  Taylor,  J.  W.  Wiiisor,  Silas  Tiffany,  Joseph  C.  Cook,  Royal  Kcyes, 
Ellis  Burrell,  Julius  Alvord,  George  Hills.  The  lodge  prospered,  and  enrolled 
among  its  members  some  of  the  most  prominent  and  public  spirited  citizens 
in  the  county.  It  was  first  located  in  a  brick  building  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets.  Five  years  later  a  removal  was  made  to 
tlie  Jamestown  House  block.  Another  change  was  made  in  1S57  to  the  third 
floor  of  the  Hawley  block,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  ]\Iain  and  Third  streets. 
The  fire  of  January  31,  1861,  destroyed  its  home,  and  for  a  time  the  lodge  met 
in  an  old  building  on  Chandler  street.  When  the  Hall  block  was  built  on 
the  site  of  the  burned  Hawley  block,  lodge  rooms  were  there  occupied  until 
1868,  when  the  upper  story  of  the  Jones  Gifford  block  oi^,Kast  Third  street 
was  purchased  and  it  is  still  located  there  in  large  and  commodious  rooms 
tastefully  fitted  up.  September  30,  1890,  an  elegant  portrait  of  Hon..  Hlial 
T.  Foote  was  presented  to  the  lodge  by  his  son,  Horace  A.  Foote. 

In  1894  the  lodge  has  a  large  membership.  The  masters  have  been: 
181 7-18,  Heman  Bush  ;  18 19,  Phineas  Stevens  ;  1820,  Theron  Plumb  ;  1821, 
Heman  Bush;  1822-3,  Hlial  T.  F'oote ;  1824-5-6-7-8,  Joseph  Waite  ;  1829, 
Solomon  Jones  ;  1830,  Jediah  E.  Budlong  ;  1831,  Solomon  Jones  ;  1849,  Rufus 
Green  ;  1850-1-2,  Jediah  E.  Budlong  ;  1853-4-5,  Silas  Tiffany  ;  1856-7,  James 
M.  Thrown  ;  1858,  Levant  L.  Mason  ;  1859,  Wm.  H.  Barrett ;  i860- 1-2,  Jos.  S. 
Matthews;  1863,  Robert  I.Baker;  1864,  Corydon  W.Eddy;  1865,  James 
M.Murray;  1866,  Corydon  W.  Ivldy ;  i8()7-8-9,  David  N.  Marvin;  1870, 
James  lioyd  ;  1871,  David  N.  Marvin;  1S72-3-4,  Anson  A.  Ihirlin  ;  1875, 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Jr.  ;  1876,  Anson  A.  Burlin  ;  1877-8,  Judson  W.  Breed; 
1 879-80-1,  Elial  F.  Carpenter;  1882-3-4,  Frank  B.  P.ush  ;  1885,  Frank  B. 
Field  ;  1886,  Frank  B.  Bush  ;  18S7-8-9,  Lathrop  L.  Hanchett ;  1890-1,  Frank 
Merz  ;  1892-3,  Theo.  D.  Hanchett ;  1894,  Joseph  Whittaker. 

ll'fsirni  Sun  Chapter^  Xo.  R.  .1.  M. — Dispensation  July  i,  18 19, 
Chartered  February  4,  1820.  Charter  meml)ers  :  Jedediah  Prcndergast,  Syl- 
vester B.  Derby,  P^benezer  P.  Upham,  Asahcl  Lyon,  John  Dexter,  P^benezer 
Johnson,  Phineas  Stevens,  Paul  Davis,  Sylvester  Higby,  PUiphalet  Dewey, 
James  Mullet,  jr.  Charter  renewed  P'cbruary  8,  1854.  Charter  members: 
Samuel  P.  P'uller,  Wm.  Peacock,  P^lward  Taylor,  Jason  Hazzard,  Rufus 
Green,  Ebenezer  Skinner,  E.  Dunton,  Samuel  Barrett,  Abijah  Clark,  Samuel 
A.  Brown,  D.  V.  Stranahan,  D.  M.  Williams,  J.  McCall.  The  high  priests 
have  been:  1819-20,  Jedediah  Prcndergast;  1821,  Ebenezer  P.  Upham; 
1822,  John  Dexter  ;  1823,  Asahcl  Derby;  1824-5-6,  Filial  T.  Foote;  1827, 
Ebenezer  P.  Upham;  1854-5,  Abijah  Clark;  1856-7,  Alfred  W.  Gray; 
1858-9-60,  Albert  Fox  ;  1861,  Levant  L.  Mason  ;  1862,  Albert  P^ox  ;  1864-5-6, 
Robert  I.  Baker;  1867-8-9-70,  Geo.  W.  Norton;  .1871-2,  David  N.  Marvin; 
1873,  Abner  Hazeltine,  Jr.  ;  1874-5,  Geo.  W.  Norton  ;  1876-7-8-9,  Anson  A. 
Burlin;  1 880-1-2-3-4,  John  B.  Shaw;  1885-6,  Elial  F.  Carpenter;  1887-8-9, 
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Frank  B.  Bnsli  ;  1890-1,  Aaron  Hall;  1892,  Lathrop  L.  Hancliett ;  1893, 
Aaron  Hall  ;  1894,  Theodore  D.  Hanchett. 

Ja})ivst(nc)i  Cojiniiaiidcry^  No.  61^  K)iigJits  TcDiplar. — Dispensation 
Novern'ocr  30,  1886.  Chartered  October  7,  1887.  Charter  members  :  Samuel 
Briggs,  Jerome  B.  Fisher,  Frank  B.  P^ield,  Theo.  E-.  Grandin,  J.  Wells  King, 
Wm.  H.  Stalev,  Frank  Merz,  Francis  D.  Ormes,  IMilton  F.  Lenox,  Frank  W. 
Palmeter,  IClbridge  G.  Partridge,  Thos.  H.  Patton.  The  commanders  have 
been  :  1886-7,  J^-'i'onie  B.  P'isher  ;  1888-9-90,  John  B.  Shaw  ;  189 1-2,  Samuel 
Briggs;  1893,  J.  T.  Larmonth. 

Ellicotl  Loiiorc^  No.  221^  I.  O.  O.  F.^  was  first  organized  June  10,  1847, 
as  No.  296.  It  em])raced  many  leading  citizens.  Among  its  charter  mem- 
bers were  vSamnel  Barrett,  Horace  Allen,  Davis  H.  Waite,  vSidney  Jones,  etc. 
It  ceased  to  exist  in  1852.  In  vSeptember,  1867,  it  was  reorganized  as  No. 
221,  in  June,  1894,  had  78  members,  and  these  officers:  Augustus  Johnson, 
N.  G.  ;  A.  C.  Thompson,  V.  G.  ;  William  Bealer,  R.  S.  ;  Henry  Halley,  P. 
S.  ;  Robert  A.  Rosier,  treasurer. 

JanicstozoJi  Loiioi\  No.  6jj^  I.  O.  O.  F.^  was  organized  June  21,  1892, 
with  these  officers' and  members:    P'red  S.  Marsh,  N.  G.  ;  E.  A.  Rudd,  V. 

G.  ;  I^I.  1>.  Curtis,  secretary;  L.  C.  Reed,  treasurer;  A.  vStronigan,  P.  S.  ; 
J.J.  Crandall,  A.  P.  G.  ;  James  Clary,  I.  G.  ;  E.  L.  Balcom,  O.  G.  ;  J.  N. 
Halliday,  C.  V.  Pettie,  G.  L.  Lawrence,  E.  C.  Lundgren,  Victor  Holmes,  T. 
D.  Douglass,  C.  A.  Xeidhart,  W.  E.  Ransom,  l\.  L.  Kenyon,  C.  E.  Treat,  L. 
O.  Todd,  John  Needham,  J.  G.  Griggs.  The  23  members  of  the  first  after- 
noon were  increased  to  60  in  the  ex'eiring  of  the  same  day.  Tlie  lodge  now 
riumbers  118  uR-mbcrs,  and  has  bright  ])rospects. 

(liitiitotnjuo  l'jtiO)tip))h'nt,  N)./;/,  I.  O.  (A/''.,  was  instituted  March  14, 
1S71,  with  lliese  cliarter  niem])ers  :  M.  W.  Mutton,  Hiram  S.  Hall,  B.  G.  Dick- 
ersou.  Win.  T.  Clark,  J.  I).  vStearns,  A.J.  Bowen,  J.  M.  P'arnham.  The  same 
day  L.  L.  Mas..u,  C.  Y\.  Parks,  M.J.  Taylor,  A.  Warren,  Stej^Iien  Miles,  A. 
\\.  Allen,  H.  C.  Peltou,  J.  C.  Ph'oe,  E.  V.  Dickinson,  Ivdward  Anderson,  John 
Hintze  were  made  members.     The  first  officers  were  :  M.  W.  Ilutton,  C.  P.  ; 

H.  S.  Hall,  W.-H.  P.;  J.  1).  Stearns,  S.  W.  ;  B.  G.  Dickerson,  J.  M.  ;  L.  L. 
iVIason,  S.  ;  W.  T.  Clark,  T.  The  encampment  has  been  in  tlie  main  pros- 
perous ;  new  life  was  infused  in  November,  1892,  and  it  has  steadily  increased 
in  membership  and  power  from  that  date.  The  present  membership  is  over 
60.  The  officers  in  June,  1894,  were  :  J.  M.  Webster,  P.  C.  P.  ;  Charles  P. 
Smitli,  C.  P.  ;  J.  M.  Webster,  W.  H.  P.  ;  Richard  Peate,  S.  W.  ;  M.  B.  Cur- 
tis, J.  W.  ;  W  A.  Ilatcli,  secretary  ;  F.  S.  Marsh,  treasurer. 

Ja))u  s  M.  liroh'ii  J'ost,  No.  j.s'^-,  A.  /v.,  organized  August  17,  1882, 
with  78  nieni1>ers,  is  a  |)rospL.-n)us  institution,  and  numbers  man\'  of  the 
brave  defenders  of  the  Union  on  its  roll. 

There  are  numerous  other  brotherhood  and  protective  organizations  ;  the 
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most  powerful  of  these  being  the  E.  A.  U.,  ^laccabees  and  I>.  P.  O.  E. 
Tliere  are  several  social,  art  arid  progressive  clubs.  The  oldest  is  the  James- 
town Club,  formerly  the  G.  E.  C,  which  dates  l)ack  through  years  to  its 
organization,  and  counts  among  its  members  many  lionored  names. 

ViKK  Di-:pakt.mknt. — This  is  composed  wliolly  of  volunteers,  among 
the  best  in  the  country.  The /r/'.sv>////<'7  of  se\-eral  com]-)anies  has  come  from 
tlie  *'  first  families,"  and  the  drill,  discipline  and  uioraJc  have  ever  been  stand- 
ards for  emulation.  The  "chiefs"  have  been  strong  men — leaders  in  judg- 
ment, capability  and  efficiency.  Orsino  E.Jones  was  "  chief"  for  many  years, 
and  Col.  T.  T.  Cluney,  the  present  "  chief,"  was  his  successor.  In  June,  1827, 
at  a  large  public  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  "  raise  $300  to  purchase  an  engine 
and  equipment,"  and  July  5,  1827,  department  was  formed.  The  engine, 
"  Active,"  was  bought  in  1828.  James  H.  Palmer  and  Pliineas  Palmiter  were 
engineers,  Ellick  Jones  and  \Vm.  H.  Tew  fire  committee.  No  company  was 
formed  until  1832,  when  N.  K.  Ransom  organized  one  of  18  members  and 
was  chosen  foreman.  In  1888  Mr.  Ransom  was  living,  the  only  member  of 
the  original  organization,  and  one  of  the  oldest  firemen  of  the  state.  The 
engine  had  no  suction  hose,  and  a  ''bucket  brigade"  supplied  it  with  water. 
]\Iain  street  merchants  had  two  "buckets"  hanging  at  their  front  door. 
These  were  made  by  Silas  Shearman  who  received  $5  a  pair  for  them.  The 
companies  since  the  "  Active  "  are  :  Deluge  luigine  Co.,  i,  organized  1832, 
incorj)orated  1875  with  27  members.  ICllicott  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  i, 
organized  May  i,  1842,  incor])orated  November  1879,  with  32  members.  Its 
first  apparatus  was  a  small  rude  truck,  with  a  few  short  ladders  made  of  tam- 
arack poles,  and  pikes  and  pails.  Rescue  E^ngine  Co.  2,  organized  August 
25,  1859,  incorporated  1876  with  39  members.  The  brick  enginehouse  on 
Chandler  and  Center  streets  was  dedicated  June  13,  1883.  Prendergast  Plose 
I,  organized  December  4,  1873,  with  10  members,  incori)orated  in  1880. 
Eagle  Hose  2,  organized  October,  1873,  with  19  members,  incorporated  Jan- 
uary 20,  1876.  Jeffords  Hose  3,  organized  February  21,  18S3,  incorporated 
May  26,  1883,  with  35  members.  IMartyn  Hose  4,  organized  January  i,  1892  ; 
and  an  efficient  P^ire  Police  of  34  members,  organized  in  1886.  "The 
sagacity,  intrepidity  and  management  displayed  in  the  handling  of  fire>  call 
forth  unqualified  admiration,  and  the  fame  of  the  department  has  spread  iar 
and  wide." 

Fhntox  GuARD.s.— /'////'Aw////  Separate  (^onipaN\\  X.  (r.  S.  .V.  ]\ — This 
company  is  best  known  by  its  honorary  title  "  I'enton  Guards,"  assumed  out 
of  compliment  to  Gov.  Reuben  E.  Ponton.  It  was  organized  19  years  ago. 
The  first  meeting  in  regard  to  the  new  company  was  held  in  Scandinavian 
Hall,  June  6,  1875  ;  an  election  of  officers  was  held  July  17,  and  August  25 
the  company  was  mustered  into  service  by  General  Rogers  (who  was  present 
with  his  entire  staff)  in  Jones'  Hall  and  the  company  contained  76  members. 
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As  the  members  were  mainly  Swedish-Americans,  and  as  no  '*  State  uniform 
was  then  insisted  on,  the  new  company  adopted  a  handsome  blue,  with  yel- 
low trimmings,  similar  to  that  of  the  body  guard  of  the  King  of  Sweden.  The 
uniforms  cost  $32  each,  of  which  the  company  paid  514.  It  ranked  as  Com- 
pany Xo.  I  of  the  Sth  Brigade,"  and  was  probably  the  first  separate  company 
organized  under  the  State  law  authorizing  the  formation  of  such  companies. 
The  first  officers  were  Capt.  John  P.  Hollers  and  first  Lieut.  Conrad  A. 
Flult.  Capt.  Hollers  was  captain  of  a  company  in  a  New  York  regiment, 
and  is  remembered  as  a  soldierly-looking  man  and  a  good  drill-master.  He 
remained  captain  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Hult,  he,  as  first  lieutenant,  commanding  until  April,  1880,  when  he  was 
made  captain.  Capt.  Hult  is  a  military  man  of  ability  and  long  experience. 
He  served  in  the  Danish  army  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Danish-Prussian  war 
in  1864,  and,  during  the  rebellion,  served  in  the  88th  New  York  infantry. 
The  other  officers  previous  to  its  reorganization  were  First  Lieutenant  A. 
\V.  Ljungbtrrg  and  vSecond  Lieutenants  Frederick  J.  Waldin,  John  Swanson, 
(  lUstaf  vSniith. 

The  organizatioii,  which  started  in  as  the  ist,  had  its  dtsigtuttion  changed 
in  1880  to  the  4th,  which  was  later  changed  to  the  13th  Sej-  .^atc  Company. 
The  compain-  was  the  first  in  the  state  to  wear  the  militar\'  liclinct  now  worn 
by  the  National  Guard  and  the  regular  army.  It  was  also  the  first  company 
in  the  brigade  to  adopt,  in  1882,  the  white  summer  helmet,  with  which  was 
tlien  worn  white  horse-hair  plumes.  After  the  fire  destro\'ed  their  arms  and 
unifortns  the  company  adopted  a  handsome  uniform  adorned  with  gold-lace 
facin<^s,  to  the  purchase  of  wliich  the  citizens  contributed  1,000. 

In  1 8S7  the  coni])an\' was  reorganized.  Captain  Unit  had  resigned  in  I'elv 
ruary,  and  on  May  31,  18S7,  Captain  Henry  Smith,  wlio  had  been  pre- 

viously elected  cajHaiii,  was  duly  commissioned.  He  displayed  great  energy 
in  recruiting,  and  soon  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  in  drill  and 
millitary  standing,  as  well  as  in  strength  of  membership.  A  new  armony 
was  secured,  new  uniforms  granted  by  the  state,  and  a  general  revival  of 
interest  in  military  matters  was  created.  The  citizens,  by  forming  the  hon- 
orary list,  the  supervisors  by  furnishing  and  equipping  a  new  armory  in  the 
Warner  block,  and  (rovernor  Fenton's  family,  by  elegantly  furnishing  the 
rooms,  all  aided  the  company  and  put  it  on  a  more  })erinanent  footing. 

Shortly  after  Captain  Smith's  election.  Lieutenant  Ljungberg  resigned. 
John  Cadwell,  who  had  been  elected  second  lieutenant  at  the  same  time  as 
Captain  vSmith,  and  had  helped  in  the  work  of  reorganization,  also  resigned. 
R.  P'enton,  only  son  of  (  jOV.  Reuben  K.  Fenton,  was  commissioned  first 
lieutenant  November  28,  1SS9,  and  Frederick  W.  Hyde  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  on  the  same  date.  Dr.  William  Marvin  Peinus  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  assistant  surgeon  September  23,  1887.  In 
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October,  1890,  Capt.  Henry  Smith  rcsi<;ne(i  and  Licntenant  Hyde,  liaving 
been  duly  elected,  was  commissioned  captain  March  26,  1S91.  Onarter-I\Ias- 
ter  Ser<;t.  Daniel  H.  Post  was  duly  elected  second  lieutenant  and  commis- 
sioned as  such,  with  rank  from  April  23,  i89i,to  succeed  Lieutenant  Hyde. 
Lieutenant  Fenton  resi^^ned  January  6,  1892,  and  Lieutenant  Post  was  pro- 
moted to  the  vacancy  January  22,  1892.  On  I'ebruary  iS,  1892,  First  Scrgt, 
Frank  A.  Johnson  was  elected  to  succeed  .  Lieutenant  Post.  Mr.  Johnson 
enlisted  Auj;ust  3,  1880,  and  is  the  senior  member  of  the  company  in  point 
of  service.  Captain  Hyde,  who  was  an  enthusiastic,  industrious  and  able 
commanding  officer  resigned  !^Larch  27,  1894,  and  Lieut.  Daniel  H.  Post,  an 
able  officer,  was  elected  captain  April  6,  1894,  and  duly  commissioned  with 
rank  from  that  date.  Captain  Post  is  a  good  officer,  and  the  company  is 
sure  to  prosper  under  his  able  guidance.  Albert  Gilbert,  Jr.,  first  sergeant, 
was  elected  first  lieutenant  ^Lay  7,  1894.  Rev.  \V.  L.  Hyde,  the  chaplain  of 
the  1 1 2th  N.  Y.  Vols,  in  the  civil  war,  is  the  *' honorary chaplain  of  the 
company  by  complimentary  choice. 

The  company  has  been  three  times  ordered  out,  once  during  the  railroad 
riots  of  1877,  and  once  when  called  out  i)y  ALayor  Price  in  January,  1888,  in 
apprehension  of  trouble  caused  ])y  a  dis])ute  about  the  crossing  of  two  rail- 
wa\'s.  On  the  night  of  August  16,  1892,  orders  were  received  to  ])rocced  to 
P>unalo  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  tlie  "  switchman's  strike  ''  having  gone 
beyond  local  control.  Within  two  hours,  all  the  officers  and  63  enlisted  men 
were  en  route  for  Hulfalo,  where  the  company  remained  until  August  27. 

The  company  first  attended  the  state  cauip  in  1884  under  Ca})t.  Hult.  It 
went  again  in  1886  under  Lieut.  Ljungburg,  in  1888  under  Capt.  Smith,  and  in 
1 89 1  the  company  went  to  camp  under  Capt.  Hyde.  Its  camp  record  has 
always  been  good.  It  participated  in  the  parade  at  the  opening  of  Niagara 
Park,  and  in  the  Washington  Centennial  in  New  York  April  30,  1889.  It 
camped  with  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Point  Chautauqua  during  one  soldier's  reunion, 
has  participated  twice  in  G.  A.  R.  day  at  Chautauqua,  and  has  paraded  in 
Buffalo,  Salamanca,  Titusville,  Dunkirk  and  other  places.  It  has  entertained 
the  Titusville  and  Westfield  companies,  the  Cleveland.  City  Troop,  and  the 
Buffalo  Cadets,  and  was  once,  in  1884,  entertained  for  three  days  by  the  32d 
Regiment  of  Brooklyn. 

The  comj)any  has  a  fine  armory  range,  30  yards  in  length,  and  during 
the  past  in-door  season  Qualified  15  sharpshooters  and  46  marksmen.  The 
open-air  range  is  on  the  Lakewood  line  of  electric  cars,  three  miles  from  the 
Armory,  and  is  600  yards  in  length,  supplied  with  sliding  targets,  and  a  con- 
venient range  house,  and  is  in  first-class  condition.  In  1893  the  company 
qualified  13  sharpshooters  and  59  marksmen  for  state  decorations  out  of  a 
total  of  74.  Their  *'  volley  target  "  was  the  best  in  the  state.  The  company 
team  took  part  in  the    4th  Brigade  match  "  at  Bay  View,  and  made  the 
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largest  score  by  four  points.  By  a  technicality  the  prize  was,  however, 
awarded  to  another  orji^anization.  This  excellent  record  is  largely  due  to  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  Laban  Hazeltine,  chairman  of  the  rifle  committee. 

As  the  company  has  changed  its  name  several  times  so  it  has  its  habitation. 
Its  first  armory  was  in  the  old  Congregational  church.  When  this  was  destroyed 
by  fire  the  company  moved  into  Jones's  Hall,  tlience  to  the  Opera  House 
building  on  Ea^>t  vSecond  street,  and  thence  to  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Warner 
block.  The  new  State  Armory,  occupied  in  1892,  is  on  the  corner  of  vSouth 
•IMain  street  and  Fenton  Place.  It  is  a  substantial  and  military-looking  struc- 
ture of  Medina  brown  stone  and  brick.  It  affords  a  drill-shed  70x110,  an 
administraliun  building  50x22,  a  rifle  range,  com|)any  rooms,  oflicers  rooms, 
store  rooms,  steam-heating  apparatus,  gas  for  fuel  and  light,  electric  lights, 
modern  plumbing,  bowling  alley  s,  and  gives  the  company  a  permanent  home 
second  to  none  in  the  State,  and  which  the  members  with  generous  aid  ren- 
dered by  the  citizens,  and  the  wise  liberality  of  the  supervisors,  have  made 
attractive  and  pleasant  be\  ond  the  majority  of  such  structures.  The  cost  of 
the  Armory  and  site  was  $38,000,  and  the  furnishings  and  additions  have 
added  $5,000  to  the  sinn.    The  building  is  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  company  now  (June  1894)  has  85  members,  with  a  full  complement 
of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  musicians,  and  65  privates.  At 
the  annual  inspection  and  muster  May  23,  every  member  was  present.  On 
Decoration  Day  78  members  turned  out  for  parade.  Since  March  5  the 
.average  attendance  at  drills  has  been  over  85  per  cent.  These  facts  speak 
well  for  the  interest  shown  by  the  meuibers. 

Tlie  company  has  a  complete  company-cooking  outfit,  and  is  able  to  go 
into  tile  Held,  if  ordered  on  active  service,  fully  prepared  for  every  emergency. 
It  is  conceded  that  the  separate  companies  excel  the  regiments  of  the  state 
in  military  (qualities,  and  the  Thirteenth  "  ranks  among  the  best  of  the 
separate  companies. 
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CHAPTER  LXIV. 

CHrKClIHS,  SCHOOLS,  ASSOCIATIONS,  l-TC. 

THE  First  Congregational  Church*  was  organized  June  16,  1816, 
by  Rev.  Jolin  Spencer,  a  missionary  of  tlie  Connecticut  Home  ]\Iis-  » 
sionary  Society.  At  that  time  Ellicott  included  tlie  present  townships 
of  Poland,  Carroll,  Kiantone  and  Busti  ;  and,  as  a  Congregational  church  had 
been  formed  the  previous  year  in  that  portion  of  the  town  now  Kiantone, 
this  church  was  called  the  "  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Ellicott." 
The  organization  was  incorporated  wiih  its  present  name  October  22,  1821. 
The  original  members  were  Joseph  Dixjacob  Fenton  and  his  wife  Lois  Fenton, 
Oliver  Higley  and  liis  wife  Lucretia  Higley,  Ebenezer  Shcrwin,  Milton  Sher- 
win,  Abner  Hazeltine  and  Daniel  Hazeltine.  Seven  of  these  came  originally 
from  Vermont,  and  two  from  Connecticut.  ]\Iilton  Sherwin  the  last  survi- 
vor, died  June  4,  1S88.  The  first  meetings  were  in  a  building  on  the  west 
side  of  ]\Iain  street,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth,  erected  by  Judge  Prendergast 
for  an  academy.  This  was  used  until  a  commodious  edifice  was  completed 
in  1829,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth  streets.  After  nearly  40 
years  a  new  site  was  purchased  on  East  Third  street,  on  which  was  built,  at 
a  cost  of  about  $40,000,  a  fine  brick  church,  dedicated  August  18,  1869.  This 
was  remodeled  and  enlarged  in  1887  at  an  expense  of  ^9, 500.  There  are  674 
sittings  besides  the  gallery  over  the  porch.  A  beautiful  memorial  window 
in  honor  of  ]\[rs.  Jndge  Prendergast  was  placed  in  this  church  by  Mrs.  A.  T. 
Prendergast ;  also  one  in  memory  of  Rev.  Isaac  Eddy,  the  first  pastor  of  the 
church,  presented  by  his  descendants.  P'or  the  first  eight  years  the  church 
had  no  pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Spencer  came  and  administered  the  sacraments  at 
irregular  intervals.  Ministers  of  different  denominations  visiting  the  place 
were  invited  to  preach. 

In  1S24  Rev.  Isaac  Ivldy,  a  native  of  Plymouth  county,  Mass.,  who  was 
])rcaching  in  Locke,  N.  V.,  accepted  an  invitation  to  this  church  ;  for  six 
years  its  faithful  pastor,  he  was  greatly  Ijlessed  in  his  labors.  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev,  IC.  J.  (iillett,  from  1830  to  1834,  when  he  and  46  of  the  meui- 
bers  withdrew  and  formed  the  P^irst  Presbyterian  Church."  Revs.  P^phraim 
Taylor  and  Jabez  Spicer  supplied  the  pul])it  of  the  Congregational  church 
until  1838,  when  Rev.  Parmely  came,  who  remained  until  1841.  In  the 
autumn  of  1841,  Rev.  Owen  Street,  (recently  graduated  fronvVale  Divinity 

*liy  Rev.  lilliot  C.  Hall. 
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School)  accepted  a  call  and  was  installed  as  pastor  Feb.  2,  1842.  After  nine 
years  of  faithful  service  Mr.  Street  resigned  on  account  of  his  health,  and 
returned  to  the  East.  He  died  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  ]\Iay  27,  1887,  having  been 
the  pastor  of  the  High  Street  Church  in  that  city  for  30  years  lacking  four 
months.  Rev.  Sylvanus  P.  Marvin,  from  the  same  seminary,  was  the  next 
pastor,  serving  from  1851  to  1856.  He  is  now  preaching  in  Woodbridge, 
Conn.,  where  he  has  been  pastor  for  28  years.  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Rouse  came 
from  Connecticut,  and  was  installed  pastor  January  7,  1857.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Rouse  a  new  site  for  a  church  edifice  was  purchased  on  Hast 
Third  street,  and  the  erection  of  a  building  begun,  but,  his  health  failing,  he 
was  compelled  to  give  U]>  his  work,  and  seek  a  milder  climate.  He  closed 
his  lal)ors  here  October  25,  1S68.  Mr.  Rouse  is  now  living  in  I>elleview, 
Florida,  having  recovered  his  health  sufficiently  to  serve  churches  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Rev.  Thomas  Wickes,  I).  D.,  after  a  long 
pastorate  in  Marietta,  C).,  began  his  labors  with  this  church  April  i,  1S69. 
The  new  church  editice  was  dedicated  the  following  August,  at  which. time 
he  was  installed  as  pastor.  Dr.  Wickes  was  dismissed  by  approval  of  a  coun- 
cil wiiich  met  August  24,  1870,  and  died  in  (Jrange,  N.  J.,  the  next  Novem- 
ber. Rev.  Edward  Anderson  began  his  ministery  here  December  i,  1870, 
and  resigned  August  27,  1872.  Dr.  Anderson  is  now  a  successful  pastor  in 
Danielsouville,  Conn.  Rev.  Eli  Corwin,  D.  D.,  accepted  a  call  to  this  pastor- 
ate in  December,  1S72,  and  after  an  active  ministry  of  three  years  resigned 
to  enter  upon  a  wider  field  of  usefulness  in  Jacksonville,  111.  He  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Chicago,  and  was  recently  field  secretary  of  the  Chicago  Theological 
Seminary.  Kew  Martin  L.  W'illiston  was  pastor  of  this  church  from  Mareh 
19,  1876,  to  Ma\'  1,  i>'^79.  After  ])assing  al)out  two  years  in  iMirope  he  was 
for  a  time  ]>roressor  of  history  in  Carleton  College.  He  now  resides  in 
Chicago,  and,  while  in  charge  of  a  church,  devotes  some  time  to  lecturing. 
Rev.  Henr\-  L.  Hubljell  was  pastor  from  bV-bruary  i,  1880,  to  March  15,  1886. 
After  about  three  \ears  service  as  president  of  Tillotson  Institute  at  Austin, 
Texas,  he  beceuie  president  of  Lake  Charles  College  at  Lake  Cliarle>,  La. 
Rev.  Henry  Frank  was  called  to  the  ministry  of  this  church  October  10,  1886, 
and  remained  two  \ears.  Rev.  U.  !>.  Ihirrows  began  his  pastorate  here  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1889,  and  remained  four  \'ears,  closing  his  ministry  March  9,  1893. 
Rew  wS.  II.  Adams,  IX  D.,  the  present  ])astor,  succeeded  him  in  1893. 

The  enrolled  meml)ership  in  1893  was  350.  The  Sunday-school  has  a 
membership  of  vil^out  300.  Tlie  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church  was 
observed  in  1886,  when,  besides  the  sermon  bv  pastor  Rouse,  and  addresses 
by  se\eral  of  tlie  former  pastors,  Hon.  A.  Hazeltine,  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers, presented  a  valuable  historical  address.  In  1891  the  seventy-fifth  anni- 
versar\'  was  o])served.  Dr.  Zachary  Eddy,  a  son  of  the  first  pastor,  ])reached 
nn  a])propriate  discourse  on  the  jneceding  Sabbath,  and  a  banquet  was  pro- 
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vided  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  which  tlie  pastor,  Rev.  E.  B.  Burrows,  presided, 
and  called  upon  a  number  of  those  present  to  respond  to  sentiments,  which 
elicited  many  interesting  reminiscences.  In  1888  the  children  of  Mrs.  Julia 
Hall,  a  devoted  member  of  this  church  who  died  in  January  of  that  year, 
donated  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Forest  and  Prospect  avenues,  120x117  feet, 
and  erected  in  her  memory  a  chapel,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  250 
persons,  called  Pilgrim  Memorial  Cha{)el.  Here  a  Sunday-school  of  about 
125  members  meet  each  Sunday  afternoon,  and  a  preaching  service  is  held 
each  Sunday  evening. 

Mktiiodism  in  Jamkstown.*  The  phenomenal  progress  of  the  Metho- 
dist church  in  this  country  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  if  accounted  for 
at  all,  may  possibly  find  its  solution  in  the  fact  that  its  members  carried  with 
them  an  unusual  amount  of  rapture  and  zeal.  »Stripped  of  formalism,  and 
clothed  with  a  simplicity  of  purpose  that  characterized  the  founders  of  the 
early  christian  church,  it  carried  with  it  a  vitality  of  ex])erience  which  com- 
mended itself  to  the  judgment  and  heart  of  enterjMising  men  who  were  bent 
on  exploring,  developing,  and  settling  a  new  country.  These  |)ioneers  were 
eitlicr  themselves  christians,  or  the  gallant  offspring  of  sturdy  New  England 
stock  who  recognized  the  leadings  of  Providence  as  firmly  as  the  ancient 
l)atriarchal  fathers  of  liiblical  lore,  so  that  when  the  early  Methodist  preacher, 
with  his  saddle-bags  and  equipage,  emerged  from  the  woods,  he  was  the 
acknowledged  man  of  God,  and  every  facility  was  given  him  to  do  his  work 
and  make  his  stay  pleasant  and  agreeable.  Nor  was  he  unmindful  of  two 
things,  viz  :  to  improve  the  opportunity  to  proclaim  his  Master's  message  to 
his  hearers,  (which  generally  included  everybody),  but  also  to  follow  up  any 
who  had  left  for  new  settlements  ;  and  thus  cultivate  ever\'  germ  of  religious 
feeling,  that  it  might  mature  for  God.  The  itinerant  system,  inaugurated  by 
Wesley  and  Whitefield  and  adopted  by  Asbury  and  G)ke,  was  just  of  that 
elastic  t\  pe  that  the  country  needed  ;  while  the  In  nins,  songs  and  }:)rayers 
they  engaged  in,  magnetized  the  people,  generating  an  air  of  devotion  and 
reverence  which  in  their  turn  gave  refinement  and  rectitude  of  sentiment, 
thereb)-  putting  a  value  on  education,  which  we  of  toda)-  can  only  partialh' 
ap]:)reciate.  The  Rev.  Ihirrows  W'estlake,  of  the  Ohio  conference,  is  credited 
with  being  the  first  Methodist  minister  to  penetrate  iiito  the  section  of 
cf)untr\  in  which  Jamestown  is  now  the  center.  B\"  a  study  of  the  features 
of  this  man,  (an  oil  painting  of  which  now  graces  the  walls  of  the  ])arlors  of 
the  church),  one  is  impressed  with  his  fine  classic  appearance.  He  seems 
more  fitted  for  a  pulpit  in  the  metropolis  than  as  a  messenger  in  the  wilder- 
ness. This  was  in  1814,  at  which  time  he  formed  the  first  class,  near  what 
is  now^  known  as  P^alconer.  About  ten  persons  Composed  the  new  organiza- 
tion, among  whom  was  Edward  Work  and  his  beloved  wife,  whose  memory 
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still  liiig-ers  like  the  dews  of  Herinon.  The  class  held  together  and  was  regu- 
larly visited  by  the  circuit  preachers  until  in  1823  they  were  legally  consti- 
tuted, and  having  received  a  grant  of  25  acres  of  land  from  the  Holland  Land 
company,  as  one  of  the  first  churches,  they  subsequently  removed  to  James- 
town. In  1824-5  ^  revival  of  religion  swept  through  the  community  wliich 
stamped  the  society  with  a  vigor,  the  perpetuity  of  which  is  still  felt.  Just 
previous  to  this  event  the  new  settlement  had  received  into  its  midst  a  black- 
smith by  the  name  of  Lyman  Crane  who  began  to  hold  meetings  and  exhort. 
He  was  a  man  of  few  literary  attainments  but  singularly  effective  and  mag- 
netic ;  a  man  of  power,  determination  and  purpose  ;  a  yeoman  for  God,  who, 
in  doing  his  work  exerted  an  influence  the  force  of  which  is  still  felt.  His 
portrait  has  found  a  fitting  place  in  tlie  Sunday-school  room,  (alongside  those 
of  Bishop  \'incent,  Dr.  Williams  and  Dr.  Peate),  and  is  suggestive  of  all  his 
life-work.  To  no  one  single  individual  are  the  ^Methodists  of  Jamestown 
more  indebted  than  to  him  ;  for  in  after  years  when  dissent  came  like  a 
cyclone  this  poor  but  faithful  servant  of  God  stood  by  the  church  and  loyally 
encouraged  both  past.or  and  people  with  a  sublimity  of  faith  e({nal  to  any  of 
the  worthies  Paul  so  eloquenth'  describes  in  his  letter  to  the  Hebrews. 

Another  revival  occurred  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  John  Peate  in  1857. 
Fully  500  people  were  converted  at  that  time,  and  as  Methodism  has  ever 
believed  in  these  periodical  awakenings  and  fostered  them,  she  at  that  time 
secured  a  prestige  in  the  couMUunity  which  placed  her  in  the  front  rank. 
Dr.  Peate  still  lives  and  LMijo\s  a  warm  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people. 
P'^rom  iSr4  to  i Si 9  Jamestown  ])elonged  to  the  Ohio  conference  and  in  addi- 
tion to  Purrows  Westlake  had  Lemuel  Lane,  D.  D.  Davidson,  Ira  Iuld\', 
Curtis  Goddard,  S.  R.  P>rockunier,  John  Summerville  and  Philip  Gree.  In 
1S19-20  the  charge  became  a  part  of  the  Genesee  conference  and"  continued  a 
part  of  that  conference  until  the  fall  of  1824,  being  supplied  by  P.  Parkhurst, 
Parker  Puel,  Silvester  Corey,  Ara  Al)el  and  Nathaniel  Reeder.  I"rv)m  1825 
to  1836  Jamestown  was  a  ]>art  of  the  Pittsburgh  conference  and  received  the 
ministrations  of  I.  vS,  I*arris,  P.  D.  Morton,  Z.  Ragan,  Jolui  Chaiuller,  John 
Johnson,  Jasnes  Gilmore,  David  Preston,  William  Ihitts,  Hiram  Kinsley,  John 
Scott,  Almon  Ikirnes,  John  C.  Ayres,  John  L.  Holmes,  J.  J.  vSteadman,  S.  D. 
]\Iix  and  vSamuel  (Tregg.  PVom  1836  to  the  ])resent  Jamestown  has  remained 
a  ])art  of  tlie  ICrie  conference,  taking  the  leail  in  appointments.  The  follow- 
ing have  supplied  the  pnljMt  :  T.  Goodwin,  Darius  Smitli.  Albina  Hall,  Moses 
Hill,  M.  Mimeban-li,  John  Proadhead,  D.  Priehard,  Josiah  Mower,  (i.  W. 
Clarke,  IL  W.  P>eers,  R.  IvKvards,  H.  H.  Moore,  K.  J.  L.  Paker,  Jose])!] 
Uncles,  Thomas  Peacock,  Xirani  Norton,  John  Robinson,  J.  Iv  Chaj)in,  K.  P.. 
Lane,  John  Peate,  Joseph  Leslie,  N.  G.  Luke,  W.  l\  I)a\',  A.  K.  Jcjlinson, 
Cvrns'Prindle,  IC.  S.  (^illell,  R.  M.  Warren,  I).  M.  Stever,  A.  H.  Wvatt,  T. 
L'.  Flood,  J.  Towjisend,  A.  N.  Cratt,  \V.  G.  Williams,  John  Peate',  A.  C. 
Ivllis  and  C.  C.  Albertson. 
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Tlie  first  cluircii  edifice,  a  buildin<^  4o>^5^-^  unprcleiitious  a])pcar- 

ance,  was  coinniciiced  in  1829  and  completed  in  1833.  It  was  situated  at  the 
junction  of  Chandler  and  East  Second  street.  The  lot  was  the  !L;enerous 
of  Jud,i;e  Foote  whose  wife  was,  a  faithful  Uieniber  of  the  church.  In 
the  erection  of  that  buildin*;-  ICdward  Work,  Lyman  Crane,  L.  I>.  Winsor  and 
IClijah  Bishop  took  the  lead.  All  are  now  dead  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Bishop.  In  1836  the  church  was  rebuilt  and  in  1854  a  g^allery  was  added. 
In  1866  the  buildin<;  was  still  further  imi^roved  by  lenothening  it  twenty 
feet.  This  served  a  valuable  purpose  until  in  1883  steps  were  taken  under 
the  able  and  successful  pastorate  of  Dr.  \V.  G.  Williams  to  build  a  cliurch  to 
meet  the  growing-  demands  of  a  wide-awake,  progressive  peoj^le.  The  late 
Alonzo  Kent  afforded  pecuniary  aid,  while  N.  W.  Gokey  with  ecjual  liber- 
ality and  persistent  energy,  made  possible  the  erection  of  a  building  which 
for  external  and  internal  beauty  has  few  equals  in  the  state  of  New  York.  It 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  1,500  people.  Its  present  board  of  trustees 
are  X.  W.  ( jokey  chairman,  Joseph  Appleyard,  J.  R.  Kemp,  C.  J.  Colburn 
and  W.  I.  Blystone.  The  valuation  of  the  church  pro])erty,  including  parson- 
age, is  about  $80,000.  The  membership  (1893)  is  900;  nearly  200  of  these 
have  come  in  ])y  letter  and  by  ]">rol)ation  since  the  present  pastor  took  charge 
in  October,  1892.    Since  the  completion  and  dedication  of  this  church,  July 

4,  1886,  by  Bishop  \'incent  and  ably  assisted  by  Dr.  T.  L.  Flood,  W.  G. 
Williams  and  John  Peate,  the  society  has  also  built  a  second  church  costing 
<4,ooo  at  Brooklyn  Heights  ;  while  at  East  Jamestown  they  have  a  chapel 
property  worth  $3,000.  The  Swede  M.  E.  church  is  also  an  offshoot  from 
ist  church  and  they  are  the  possessors  of  one  of  the  finest  churches  in  the  city 
worth  $40,000.. 

The  Methodist  vSunday  School  probably  dates  back  to  the  formation  of 
the  Society.  It  now  has  a  membership  of  800  (not  including  any  other 
branch)  with  66  faithful  teachers.  The  average  attendance  for  1892  was  561. 
Its  library  contains  about  1,000  volumes  and  is  divided  into  two  de|)artments. 
The  present  ofiicers  are:  General  Superintendent,  ICdward  Aj)pleyard  ; 
Assistants,  J.  R.  Kemp,  F\  E.  Sessions;  vSupt.  vSenior  Department,  Prof  V. 

5.  Thorpe  ;  vSupt.  Intermediate  Department,  G.  A.  ^od.^kin^on  ;  Siipt.  Pri- 
mary Department,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Johnson  ;  Infant  Department,  Miss  A. 
E.  (ireen  ;  Secretary,  A.  N.  Camp;  Assistant,  W.  I.  Bl\. stone  ;  Treasurer,  C. 
L.  Herrick  ;  Librarian,  Charles  Harris  ;  Assistants,  W.  vS.  Appleyard,  Dexter 
Mallory  ;  Stewards,  D.  D.  Dorn,  John  D.  Felch,  S.  C.  Ferry,  John  Harris, 
T.  H.  Smith,  G.  A.  Hodgkinson,  Dr.  H.  Neville,  F.  W.  Palmeter,  L.  C.  Reed, 
H.  E.  Butler,  F.  S.  Thorpe,  A.  N.  Camp  ;  F.  E.  Sessions,  recording  secretary 
and  district  steward. 

During  the  winter  of  1893-4  this  church  received  large  accessions  to  its 
membership  through  the  indefatigable  labors  of  Dr.  L.  W.  Munhall  in  a 
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forward  movement  in  which  all  the  evangelical  churches  took  part.  By 
choice  and  preference  of  the  nearly  800  converts  who  confessed  to  a  change 
of  life  and  purpose,  some  300  gave  their  allegiance  to  the  jM.  E.  church; 
these,  with  those  who  had  come  into  the  church  during  the  early  part  of  the 
winter,  brought  up  the  membership  to  about  1,400.  The  pastor,  Rev.  C.  C. 
Albertson,  wields  a  mighty  power  in  the  community  and  fills  the  spacious 
church  building  twice  every  Sab])ath  to  over-flowing.  This  crowded  condi- 
tion of  the  congregation  is  forcing  upon  the  trustees  the  urgent  need  of 
enlarging  their  edifice.  Steps  will  soon  be  taken  to  accomplish  this,  and 
thus  make  it  possible  to  seat  from  2,000  to  2,500  people.  The  church  has  a 
passenger  elevator  for  the  convenience  of  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  is  lighted 
with  ])oth  electricity  and  gas.  The  "  Epworth  League  "  is  the  largest  league 
in  the  world  having  a  membership  of  over  500. 

Th!-:  KikST  l)Ai»TisT  Ciu'RCh  '  was  organized  May  24,  1832,  with  13  male 
and  fiN'e  female  members.  The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  constituent 
members  :  John  M.  Abbott,  \Vm.  Ackoks,  Henry  l^liss,Jolin  C.  Breed,  Wm.  R. 
Burlingham,  Lydia  Ihirlingliam,  Lyman  Cjilbert,  Zacheus  Palmer,  Salina 
Palmer,  Mary  A.  Palmer,  JelTerson  Rhodes,  Anna  Rolf,  Wm.  \Vash1)urn, 
Josiah  Willis,  Laura  Wolk-r.  Rev.  David  P>ernard,  a  man  widely  known  in 
the  county  and  author  of  an  anti-masonic  work,  was  the  first  pastor.  He 
was  called  August  4,  1832,  and  served  the  church  until  September  7,  1833. 
The  second  ]x\stor  was  Rev.  Rufus  Peet.  He  commenced  his  lal)ors  with  the 
church  in  1834  and  remained  about  3  >'ears.  About  this  time  the  church 
was  opened  to  an  anti-sla\ery  lecturer,  whose  lectures  caused  great  excite- 
ment. Inuring  one  of  them  the  church  was  broken  open  by  a  mob  who 
made  a  nearl\-  successful  attempt  to  l\  nch  the  speaker.  In  April  1837  Rev. 
Asahel  Chapin  became  the  third  pastor  and  remained  nearly  seven  years, 
and  ''the  cliurch  was  greatly  increased  in  numbers  and  christian  virtues.  He 
was  a  nuui  of  [)leasing  address,  well  cultured,  a  spiritual  preacher  and  beloved 
])y  all  who  knew  him.''  P'^or  about  a  year  this  church  was  without  a  pastor  ; 
P'Jder  Simon  Davis  sup|)lied  for  a  short  time,  also  Elder  I.  C.  Stoddard,  whose 
judgment  and  large  ex})erien.ce  in  Zion  was  made  a\'ailable  to  the  prosj)erit\' 
and  success  of  the  church  in  times  of  trial.  He  died  in  Bnsti,  honored  and 
esteemed  as  a  cliristian  minister. 

June  8,  1S43,  }\]<\cv  Alfred  Handy  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  and 
remained  about  threi'  \-ears.  Pvlder  Levant  Rathbone  became  })astor  of  the 
clnneh  in  the  s])ring  of  184S.  He  resigned  August  7,  1852,  remaining  as 
jxistor  four  and  one-half  years.  Ivlder  Wm.  Look  was  called  to  the  pastc^rate 
vSeptend)er  5,  i'S,S2,  and  resigned  hVbrnary  5,  1859,  remaining  six  years  .and 
fi\'e  months,  "  Mar.v  revivals  were  enjoyed  under  his  minister)'  and  quite 
large  accessi(»ns  was  made  to  the  church.  The  most  noted  revival  was  in  1 857-8. 
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The  fruits  of  tliis  work  of  grace  remain  to  bless  tlie  cluircli."  Rev.  A.  Wells 
became  pastor  in  1859  and  remained  about  three  years.  Rev.  A.  Kingsbury 
was  called  to  the  pastorate  in  October,  1862,  and  remained  until  January  i, 
1864.  Rev.  E.  Mills  took  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  in  1864  ^^^^ 
remained  four  years.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  G.  O.  King  who  commenced 
his  labors  June  i,  1869,  and  remained  three  years.  Rev.  P.  B.  Haugliwout 
became  pastor  in  February,  1873,  and  resigned  in  September,  1876.  In 
November,  1877,  Rev.  G.  A.  Peltz,  D.  D.,  was  settled  over  the  church.  He 
closed  his  labors  in  May,  1880.  Rev.  L.  B.  Plumer  served  the  church  from 
December,  1880,  until  January,  1882.  Rev.  Ransom  Harvey  became  pastor 
in  March,  1882,  and  remained  some  five  years.  It  was  during  his  pastorate 
that  the  church  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary.  Rev.  A.  1%.  Wallle,  D.  D., 
the  present  pastor,  was  called  to  the  pastorate  August  12,  18S8. 

The  church  has  had  since  its  organization  fourteen  pastors  ;  six  are  still 
living  (1893).  The  longest  pastorates  were  those  of  Rev.  Asaliel  Cliapin  and 
Rev.  Wni.  Look,  about  six  and  one-half  years  eacli.  The  shortest  complete 
pastorate  was  the  first,  one  year  ;  the  average  length  of  pastorates  about  four 
years.  The  church  has  chosen  these  deacons:  John  C.  Breed,  Wm.  Ackoks, 
Perez  Bonney,  Albert  A.  Partridge,  Daniel  Seymour,  O.  S.  Lyford,  Wm.  P. 
Turner,  Charles  Parker,  Chauncey  Ide,  Devillo  Knaj^p,  S.  H.  Albro,  John 
Cadwell,  Jr.,  V.  L.  WanGaasbeck,  F.  Bristow,  George  W.  Winsor,  H.  E.  Gard- 
ner, J.  D.  Berry,  D.  C.  Breed,  Milo  Harris,  L.  B.  Gilbert,  Geo.  R.  Butts. 
The  present  membership  (April  i,  1893)  is  469.  The  first  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1833.  It  was  a  plain  building  costing  $1,000.  The  land  011 
which  it  was  built  was  presented  by  Judge  E.  T.  Foote.  The  second  church 
edifice  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  1857,  at  an  expense  of  about  $3,500.  In 
1865  about  $1,600  was  expended  in  repairs  and  improvements,  and  subse- 
quently, at  a  cost  of  about  $r,ooo,  a  prayer  meeting  and  Sunday-school  room 
was  added.  The  present  church  edifice  was  built  of  Warsaw  blue  stone  and 
completed  in  .1892  at  an  expense  of  $50,000.  An  additional  amount  of  $5,000 
was  expended  in  furnishings  and  for  the  organ.  This  is  an  ornamental  and 
beautiful  edifice,  one  of  the  finest  churches  in  Western  Xcw  York. 

The  church  olTicers  (1893)  arc  :  Pastor,  Rev.  A.  IC.  Wafile,  D.  I  ).  ;  deacons, 
V.  L.  VaiiGaasback,  H.  K.  Gardner,  L.  B.  Gilbert,  J.  I).  P>erry,  Milo  Harris, 
D.  C.  Breed,  Geo.  R.  Butts  ;  deaconesses,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Winsor,  :Mis.  W.  C.  Van 
Cise,  Mrs.  Jerome  Preston,  Mrs.  A.  B.Rice,  Mrs.CAV. Cleveland,  Mrs.  E. Shaver, 
]\Iiss  Mary  Laidler,  Miss  Eva  Reed  ;  trustees,  J.  H.  Clark,  li.  Shaver,  M.  H. 
Clark  ;  clerk  and  treasurer,  Jerome  Preston  ;  advisory  committee,  the  pastor 
and  deacons,  Jerome  Preston,  E.  Shaver  and  John  J.  Aldricli  ;  superintendent 
of  chureh  building,  W.  C.  VanCise  ;  sexton,  Rev.  A.  Dickson  ;  organist,  Miss 
Barlow ;  chorister,  Herbert  W.  Tew.  The  Sunday-school  has  400  scholars 
and  26  teachers,  with  Jerome  Preston,  superintendent ;  Sam'l  Pahueter,  assis- 
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tant  superintendent ;  Miss  E.  M.  Read,  secretary  ;  C.  F.  Kimberly,  librarian  ; 
Geo.  Hamilton,  first  assistant  librarian  ;  Miss  Bertha  Hanchett,  second  assis- 
tant librarian  ;  Miss  Minnie  Aldrich,  or(»anist  ;  Miss  Grace  Galloway,  chor- 
ister ;  Mrs.  Jerome  Preston,  snpH.  primary  department  ;  Miss  Mary  J^aidler, 
ass't  snp't  primary  department. 

Mr.  Preston  has ,  been  superintendent  of  this  school  for  more  than  25 
)'ears,  and  Mrs.  Preston  superintendent  of  the  ])rimary  department  for  over 
20  years. 

Imkst  Pki-:si:vtkriax  Cin'RCii."— In  the  early  history  of  Chautauqua 
count)'  some  churches  of  the  Calvinistic  faith  adopted  the  Presb>'terian  form  of 
church  <^overnmcnt,  the  predominant  one  in  the  state,  others,  chiefly  composted 
of  emi<;rants  from  New  P^n«;land  states  preferred  to  retain  the  Congregational 
form  in  which  they  were  reared.  A  Congregational  church  was  organized 
in  Jamestown  in  1816  and  subsequently  was  connected  with  Buffalo  Presby- 
tery on  a  plan  of  union  which  largely  prevailed  in  the  state.  In  1831  Rev. 
Erastus  J.  Gillette  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Jamestown. 
He  was  a  strong  Pres])yterian  in  sentiment.  There  was  a  want  of  harmony 
in  the  church  and  society  and  in  the  early  da>'s  of  1834  a  meeting  was  called 
for  those  who  desired  to  form  a  Presbyterian  church.  iMtch  Shepard  was 
clerk  of  the  meeting.  As  a  result  54  members  were  organized  into  a  Presby- 
terian church  and  several  others  afterward  joined  it  by  letter.  Horace  Allen, 
Wm.  R.  R<^gers,  Al])heus  Hawley,  Curtis  Haven  and  John  Scott  were  elected 
Polders.  The  Society  organized  according  to  state  law  with  Henry  Barrett, 
Joseph  Waite,  Horace  Allen,  Nathaniel  A.  Lowry  and  Alpheus  Hawley  as 
trustees. 

The  congregation  at  first  worshipped  in  a  hall  in  the  second  story  of  a 
large  frame  warehouse,  west  corner  ('f  Second  and  Spring  streets.  In  1837 
a  commodious  church  edifice  of  wood  was  built  on  the  corner  of  Third  and. 
Cherry  streets  and  occupied  as  a  place  of  worship.  This  building  was 
destro\'ed  by  fire  in  1877.  The  society  then  built  on  the  same  site  a  large 
and  well  appointed  brick  church  with  rooms  for  social  meetings  and  vSunday 
school  attached,  at  an  expense  of  about  $30,000.  October  18,  1890,  the 
inside  of  this  church  was  burned  out  leaving  only  the  walls  standing.  It 
was  at  once  rebuilt,  impro\'ed,  and  made  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  summer 
of  1891  at  an  expense  of  about  $15,000  ;  the  congregation  meanwhile  wor- 
shipping in  the  church  parlors  which  were  not  burned.  In  1892  the  Society 
re<  ei\'ed  from  Col.  Ivlliott  V.  Shepard  of  New  York,  the  gift  of  a  manse  cost- 
ing $8,000,  for  the  home  of  the  pastor,  as  a  memorial  to  P^itch  vShepard  and 
his  wife  Delia  Miiria  (Dennis)  Shc}xird.  The  house  stands  on  the  same  lot 
on  which  stood  the  house  in  which  Col.  Shepard  was  born.  The  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  443.    Many  of  the  church  records  were  destroyed  in 
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the  fire  of  1S77.  It  has  liad  as  pastors  Revs.  IC.  J.  (iillett,  P>.  U.  (iray,  Iv.  J. 
Gillett,  tlie  second  time,  C.  L.  I U«inei]il)()ur;L;,  i .S46  ;  II.  lUiun, 
Rufus  Kin<4-,  1^55-60;  S.  W.  Rowe,  iS^o-^  ;  M.  L.  I'.  Tli»)in]xs<)n,  I).  I)., 
1867-72  ;  Walter  Coiidict,  1S75-77  ;  W.  J.  ICnhnan,  187.S-S2  ;-  Cliarles  E.  Har- 
rows, 1883-85;  N.  I.  Rubinkain,  1885-88;  D.  L.  McCrac,  1888-90;  H.  D. 
Lindsay,  1891-94  ;  G.  Murray  Colville,  D,  D.,  1894. 

St.  Lukes  (Protestant  Episcopal)  Church." — Tlie  history  of  an  indi- 
vidual church  is  like  the  history  of  an  individual  life.  Weak  and  small  in 
its  beginning,  humble  and  frail,  its  faith  feeble  and  oft-times  sadly  tried,  its 
growth  s\o\\%  with  many  obstructions  to  check  it,  yet  the  life  goes  on  and 
develops  itself  in  quietness  and  peace  unto  the  still,  calm,  firm  life  of  matu- 
rity. Such  a  pictured  reality,  the  writer  of  this,  vSt.  Lukes  first  rector,  has,  by 
the  mercy  of  God,  been  permitted  to  gaze  on  and  chronicle,  after  nearly  three- 
score years  have  crowiled  its  life.  The  early  history  of  St,  Lukes,  was  long 
enshrouded  in  the  mists  and  shadows  of  uncertainty,  but  these  have  passed 
away,  and  its  early  traditions,  oral  and  written,  have  come  forth  to  the  light, 
and  'tis  a  joy  to  the  writer  to  unfold  them,  "after  many  days."  The  little 
vine,  that  was  planted  in  1834,  is  rooted  still,  and  breathes  its  fruited  fra- 
grance in  faith  and  love  to  after  generations.  In  the  spring  of  1834  on  the 
5th  day  of  May,  there  was  a  gathering  of  the  ])eople  in  Jamestown.  Divine 
service  was  held  by  the  Rev.  Rufus  Murray  of  Mayville,  after  which  as  the 
statute  provides,  a  body  corporate  was  organized  to  be  called  "  St.  Lukes 
Church  iri  the  Village  of  Jamestown."  Its  first  wardens  and  vestr\  inen  were 
then  and  there  elected,  the  honored  names  of  which  are  as  follows  :  If  ar^/r/zSy 
James  Prendergast  and  William  Walker.  \'cslryi)icn,  Aaron  D.  Patchin, 
Richard  P.  ]\Iarvin,  Laban  Hazel  tine,  Norman  K.  Ransom,  Daniel  Swift, 
Charles  L.  Harris,  Pjcnjamin  W.  Whicher,  and  James  H.  Pringle.  This 
organization  was  duly  attested  by  James  Prendergast  and  Laban  Hazel  tine, 
and  recorded  at  M.'iyville,  May  6th,  1834.  The  infant  church  thus  began 
its  legal  and  living  existence.  The  records  of ////w  subsequent  annual  elec- 
tions have  recently  been  discovered,  occurring  on  Piaster  Monday  in  1S35, 
1838  and  1839,  from  which  it  appears  that  Laban  IlazeUinc  succeeded  James 
Prendergast  as  senior  warden  on  the  latter's  removal  fro.n  the  ixu  ish  in  1836. 
It  also  appears  that  the  following  named  persons  became  vestrymen  :  L.  F. 
Warren,  John  S.  Yates,  Lewis  Hazard,  Daniel  vS.  Williams  and  Tyler  Field. 
Other  annual  elections  were  doubtless  held,  the  records  of  which  are  still 
missing.  The  life  of  the  church  is  visible  in  many  wa>  s.  From  1837  to 
1838  by  Diocesan  appointment  the  Rev.  Amos  G.  Baldwin  was  missionary 
in  charge,  residing  at  Mayville.  From  1840  to  1842  Rev.  Nathaniel  Huse. 
From  1842  to  1844  Rev.  Humphrey  Hollis.  From  1846  Rev.  Tliomas  P. 
Tyler  of  Fredonia.    From  time  to  time  services  were  held  by  the  tollowing 
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clergymen  :  Rev.  Charles  Arey,  Rev.  John  B.  Pradt,  and  Rev.  Pascal  P, 
Kidder,  the  latter  of  whom  baptized  several  persons.  Episcopal  visitations 
were  made  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  W.  H.  De  Lancey,  D.  D.,  July  23,  1841,  preach- 
ing in  the  Congregational  House  of  Worship  in  the  morning  and  reading 
prayers  in  the  evening,  wlien  Rev.  Mr.  Morris  preached.  Again  July  12,  1843, 
the  Bp.  held  service,  and  preached  in  the  same  place.  Sept.  6,  1847,  he 
again  preached  in  the  same  churcli  so  kindly  lent  to  tliem.  Alay  26,  1H51, 
Bp.  De  Lancey  visited  St.  Jyukes,  preached,  and  administered  confirnuition 
to  two  persons  in  the  Presbyterian  House  of  Worship,  thus  caring  for  and 
feeding  the  little  flock. 

March  15,  1853,  after  a  correspondence  of  months  with  the  vestry  of  St. 
Lukes,  Rev.  Levi  W.  Norton  resigned  Trinity  Church,  Watertown,  N.  Y., 
and  accepted  St.  Lukes,  Jamestown,  and  became  its  first  rector,  from  this 
date.  His  rectorship  continued  till  the  last  week  in  August  1870. 
Doubts  arising  as  to  the  perpetuity  of  the  charter  of  St.  Lnkes,  the  rector,  on 
Jinie  26,  1853,  reorganized  the  parish  under  the  same  name,  which  was  duly 
attested  by  W.  P.  Bemus,  ^L  D.,  and  John  F.  Smith,  I£sq.,  and  recorded  at 
T^Iayville.  At  this  meeting  wardens  and  vestrymen  were  duly  elected,  viz  : 
Wardens,  S.  P.  Fuller,  and  vSmith  Seymour.  Vestrymen,  Dascum  Allen,  W. 
F.  Wheeler,  Wm.  IL  Lowry,  W.  E.  Barrett,  Levant  L.  Mason,  W.  D.  Shaw, 
(i.  W.  Ila/clliue  and  John  M.  Orant.  The  rector  found  seven  communi- 
cants, all  ladies,  resident  here,  and  during  the  sumuier  enrolled  and  reported 
twelve.  A  rectory  and  grounds  for  tlie  church  were  purchased  at  the  corner 
of  Main  aud  h\)urth  streets,  and  steps  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  clnnch. 
Plans  were  submitted  by  Richard  Upjohn  of  New  York  city,  and  the  corner 
stone  laid  Sept.  27,  1854,  The  new  Gothic  church,  built  of  wood  by  Leroy 
Coates,  and  free  from  debt,  was  presented  for  consecration  to  the  Rt.  Rev. 
W.  H.  De  Lancey,  Ma}'  8,  1856.  This  edifice,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Sun- 
day Dec.  21,  1862.  Services  were  held  the  same  week  in  a  new  store  on 
W^est  Third  street,  and  again  voluntary  offerings  called  for  and  true  sacri- 
fices made.  The  corner  stone  for  the  new  church  was  laid  on  the  same 
foundation  walls,  by  Bp.  De  Lancey,  June  18,  1863,  and  consecrated  by  his 
successor  Rt.  Rev.  Arthur  Cleveland  Coxe,  May  20,  1865.  It  also  was  free 
from  debt  by  the  liberal  gifts  of  St.  Lukes  congregation,  and  many  friends 
near  and  far,  as  well  as  the  generous  aid  of  Trinity  church.  New  York.  In 
March,  1871,  Rev.  J.  A.  Robinson  became  rector,  and  remained  until  1875. 
In  April,  1875,  Rev.  W.  F.  Morrison  took  charge,  and  served  St.  Lukes  until 
August,  1877.  On  May  6,  1877,  Rev.  IC.  Spruille  liurford  became  rector,  and 
continued  his  earnest  work  until  Nov.  1880.  The  rectory  was  remodeled 
and  enlarged  by  a  handsome  Gothic  building  at  an  expense  of  $3,ock).  In  1880 
Rev.  Theodore  M.  Bishop,  D.  D.,  became  rector,  and  labored  until  March 
15,  1885.    April  19,  1885,  the  Rev.  A.  Sidney  Dealey  took  the  rectorship, 
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and  after  more  tliaii  ei<;ht  years  of  arduous  toils,  is  with  cner<^y  and  zeal 
pursuin.q^  his  work  with  earnestness  :mk1  vij^or.  Durinj^-  his  reetor- 
ship  plans  have  been  made  for  the  eonstruetion  of  a  new  stone,  fue>j)roof  • 
church  on  the  same  site — a  memorial  to  Catherine  M.  Prendergast — the  gift, 
by  will  of  her  mother,  the  late  Mary  A.  Prendergast  of  this  parish,  the  bequest 
amounting  to  $125,000.  This  new  and  beautiful  church,  is  now  in  process 
of  erection,  and  is  to  be  a  most  worthy  memorial  of  the  granddaughter 
of  the  first  warden  of  St.  Lukes, — the  founder  of  Jamestown,  James 
Prcndcrgast.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  Nov.  29,  1892,  by  Rev.  Levi  W. 
Norton,  first  rector  of  St.  Lukes,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  assembly  of  the 
clergy  and  people,  the  Rev.  A.  Sidney  Dealey  conducting  the  other  services. 
Of  the  clergy  from  abroad,  were  Rev.  Dr.  C.  W.  Hayes  of  Westfield,  Walter 
North  of  BufTalo,  T.  A.  Parnell  of  vSalamanca,  and  Jesse  Brush  of  Mayville. 
Two  surviving  vestrymen  of  the  reorganized  parish  in  1853,  Levant  L.  Mason, 
and  Gill)ert  W.  Ilazeltine,  M.  I).,  and  two,  that  served  in  those  early  days, 
A.  R.  Catlin  and  S.  vS.  Cady,  were  present.  St.  Lukes  pre«^ent  vestry  (1893) 
areas  follows:  Wardens,  J.  W.  Upham  and  Thomas  G.  Armstrong.  Ves- 
trymen, Charles  H.  GilTord,  George  T.  Fenton,  J.  W.  Butterfield,  William 
Sykes,  J.  C.  I^Ieredith,  A.  F.  Fiddler,  Herbert  W.  Tew  and  James  L.  Weeks. 

Frkk  Methodist  Church. — This  organization  dates  from  October,  1871, 
when  five  persons  were  formed  into  a  class  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Brooks,  viz  :  W. 
Carpenter,  Celestia  Carpenter,  George  McElroy,  Elizabeth  McElroy,  and 
Mary  Wilcox.  In  IMarch  1874  a  church  was  incorporated,  and  William  P. 
J.  Carpenter,  William  Shonyo,  Henry  Hawks  and  Thomas  A.  Blanchard  were 
elected  the  first  board  of  trustees.  The  membership  at  this  time  numbered 
27  in  full  connection,  and  a  number  of  probationers,  with  Rev.  W.  T.  Hogg 
as  pastor.  The  society  worshipped  in  halls  and  other  temporary  places  for 
12  years,  during  whicli  time  they  were  served  a  part  of  the  time  by  a  settled 
pastor,  and  at  other  seasons  formed  a  part  of  the  Jamestown  and  vSalamanca, 
and  Jamestown  and  Gerry  circuits.  In  1884  the  church  building  which 
stands  on  the  corner  of  Lincoln  and  East  Seventh  streets  was  erected.  It 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  300  persons,  and  is  valued  at  $3,000,  also  a  parson- 
age valued  at  $1,500.  Since  Sept.,  1883,  the  church  has  had  pastors  regu- 
larly appointed  by  the  annual  conference,  John  Robinson,  vSeptember  1883,- 
85  ;  S.  K.J.  Chesbro,  1885-7  ;  William  Jones,  1887-9  ;  John  O'Regan,  1889- 
91  ;  E.  A.  Taylor  from  1891  to  the  present  time.  The  society,  though  small, 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  numbering  at  present  50  members.  The  board 
of  trustees  in  1893  were:  Silas  Derby,  Levi  Gifford,  Simeon  Vincent,  John 
Norling,  John  G.  Tuxford.  There  is  a  Sunday  school  in  connection  with 
the  church  numbering  about  60  scholars,  and  12  officers  and  teachers.  The 
superintendent  is  C.  C.  Husted  ;  assistant,  Jolm  T.  Boddy. 
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The  Exoijsir  ICvangklical  Lutiikran  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
was  orL^anizL'd  in  1877.  Duriiio^  tlie  Easter  season  of  that  year  Rcy.  S.  G. 
Weiskotten,  then  a  stndent  at  the  Lutheran  Tlieological  Seminary  at  Phila- 
delphia, spent  seYeral  weeks  in  the  city  looking  into  the  prospects  of  estab- 
lishing an  English  Lntlieran  Church.  The  result  of  this  canvass  was  that 
after  his  graduation  from  the  Seminary  in  Jmie  and  his  ordination  to  the 
Lutheran  ministry,  Rev.  Mr.  Weiskotten  took  up  his  permanent  residence  in 
Jamestown.  June  23,  1877,  tlie  organization  of  the  church  was  completed 
with  Rev.  S.  G.  Weiskotten  as  pastor,  and  Augustus  Johnson,  John  Love,  L. 
F.  Fogg,  and  P.  ]M.  Johnson  as  deacons  and  trustees.  Regular  services  were 
held  in  Scandia  Hall,  corner  of  3d  and  ]\Lain  streets.  IMarch  29,  1888,  the  con- 
gregation purchased  the  fine  property  on  the  northeast  corner  of  West  Fourth 
and  Cherry  streets.  June  4,  1888,  less  than  a  year  after  tlie  organization  of 
the  church,  ground  was  broken  for  a  house  of  worship.  July  23,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  gathering,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremo- 
nies. Sunday,  October  14,  1S8S,  the  new  church  was  dedicated,  Rev.  F.  A. 
Karhler  of  PulTalo  preaching  the  dedicatory  sermon,  the  respon.ses  being  con- 
ducted by  Lutheran  pastors  of  the  city.  Rev.  S.  G.  Weiskotten  was  pastor 
in  1893.  The  officers  were  :  Jolin  Love,  P.  M.  Johihson,  Andrew  Greenlund, 
John  Dschuden,  (xust  Stone  and  Adam  Harcker.  The  congregation  is  enjoy- 
ing great  prosperit\-  and  is  full  of  earnest  zeal.  The  liourisliing  Sunday 
scliool  was  in  charge  of  the  following  officers  :  President,  Rev.  vS.  G.  Weiskot- 
ten ;  vSupcrintcndent,  C.  P\  Dschudcu  ;  vSccretar)',  Miss  Anna  Swanson  ; 
Assistant  Sccictary,  Wilson  Laudenskiger  ;  Treasurer,  Otto  Lo\-e  ;  Librarian, 
Albion  Sampson  ;  Assistant  Librarian,  Walfred  vSampson. 

Tni-:  Ixi>i-:im:x1)I-:xt  Coxdki-XrATioxAi.  Church  Sociktv'^  was  founded 
by  the  Rev.  James  (  r.  Townsend,  I).  D.,  of  Prookfield,  (Jliio,  in  October,  1885. 
The  societ\-  was  organized  the  snme  montli  by  electing  as  trustees  Mrs.  A. 
M.  Kent,  Mrs.  M.  L.  l-enton,  Mrs.  O.  IC.  Jones,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  and  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Martin,  Mr.  II.  W.  Tew,  ICdward  L.  Hall,  C.  W.  Scofield,  W.  T.  Fal- 
coner, W.  W.  Ik-ndcrson,  X.  R.  Thompson,  E.  P\  Carpenter,  C.  E.  Weeks, 
A.  K.  Pierce  and  S.  I>.  Iloyt.  Tlie  meetings  were  held  in  Allen's  Opera 
House  for  a  little  more  than  a  \  ear  at  which  large  congregations  were  invari- 
ably in  attendance.  The  mem])ershi]}  was  l^etween  tln'ee.1  and  four 
hundred.  In  the  summer  of  i'>S6  the  old  M.  IC.  church  propert)'  at 
the  junction  of  Second  and  Chandler  streets  was  ]>nrcha.sed  at  a  cost  of 
$5,000,  and  relitted  and  furnished  at  a  cost  of  $S,ooo,  and  a  large  pipe  organ 
added  ;it  a  ftnther  cost  of  nearly  $4,000,  making  a  church  property  worth 
at  the  }>resent  lime  from  <  18,000  to  S20,ooo.  The  church  is  furnished  with 
500  opera  chairs  and  200  cane  seat  for  extra  seating  puri)Oses.  The  society 
was  legally  incorpi)rated  in  18S7.     Rev.  J.  G.  Townsend,  I).  D.,  was  the  pas- 
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tor  for  nearly  three  years  until  failino^  health  necessitated  his  resij^nation  ; 
his  successor  was  tlfe  Rev.  Henry  l^'^rank  who  for  two  years  or  more  had  ])een 
the  pastor  of  the  First  Conj^reoational  church  of  Jamestown.  He  continued 
to  be  pastor  of  the  church  for  a  little  more  than  two  years  and  resi;^ned,  after 
which  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Townscnd  was  a<;ain  called  to  the  pasiorate  and 
remained  for  nearly  a  year,  when  he  ai^ain  resigned  and  after  a  lon^^  canvass 
of  about  six  months  an  unanimous  call  was  extended  to  the  present  pastor 
the  Rev.  vS.  H.  Squiers,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.  The  church  society  is  unsec- 
tarian  having  no  creed  but  simply  a  bond  of  fellowshi]),  and  allows  the 
utmost  liberty  of  belief ;  its  aim  is  the  moral  elevation  of  humanity  ;  it 
believes  in  character  rather  than  profession  in  Christianity  rather  than 
churchianity,  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man,  and 
that  all  religions  are  essentially  for  the  bettering  of  our  fellow  man,  also  that 
superstition  is  gradually  being  eliminated  from  all  religions.  Connected  wdth 
the  society  is  a  flourishing  Sunday  school  .using  a  graded  system  of  lessons  ; 
a  large  and  efficient  "  Liberal  Christain  Guild  "  composed  of  the  ladies  of 
the  parish  ;  a  Society  of  the  Good  Shepherd  "  which  does  much  charitable 
work  in  supplying  food  and  clothing  to  the  poor  and  tmfortunate,  and  a 
**  Terpsichorean  Society  "  composed  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  for  social 
and  literary  purposes. 

Thk  Church  of  Christ,  (Christian  Scientist),  is  a  prosperous  organiza- 
tion of  some  years  standing.  During  the  past  year  a  church  of  very  artistic 
and  harmonious  proportions  has  been  erected  on  Fourth  street  and  Prender- 
gast  avenue  on  a  site  donated  by  Mrs.  A.  Kent. 

S.  S.  Phtkr  and  Paul's  Roman  Catholic  Church  had,  June  11,  1S74, 
a  population  in  Jamestown  of  200.,  On  that  date  Rev.  I-'ather  Coyle  suc- 
ceeded Rev.  Father  Baxter  in  a  charge  which  covered  over  60  miles  of  dis- 
tancs,  reaching  from  Steamburg,  Randolph  and  South  Valley  on  the  east 
through  Jamestown  and  all  places  west  to  the  state  line.  Through  his  labors 
strong  churches  were  built  up  at  various  points,  and  by  the  growth  of  this 
cit}'  all  his  service  was  demanded  here.  The  congregation  had  increased  to 
1,600,  June  II,  1894,  at  the  close  of  the  pastor's  twentieth  \  ear  of  labor.  It 
has  been  necessary  to  twice  enlarge  the  house  of  worshi]),  and  an  elegant 
stone  edifice  is  now  in  process  of  com])letion  on  West  vSixth  aiid  Cherry 
streets.  During  P^ather  Coyle's  i)astorate  over  i,(X)()  have  been  baptized,  and 
250  marriages  solemnized. 

The  Second  Adventists  liave  a  small  memljership,  and  are  building  a 
neat  church,  seating  300,  on  Cherry  street  near  Pvighth. 

Lake  \^iEW  Cemetery. — July  18,  1831,  James  Prendergast  deeded  to 
Elial  T.  Foote,  Samuel  A.  Brown,  and  Charles  R.  Harvey,  trustees  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Jamestown  the  land  lying 
between  Fifth  and  Sixth,  and  Cherry  and  Washington  streets  in  trust  "that 
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the  said  land  should  be  used  as  a  church-yard  or  burying-ground  for  all  relig- 
ious denominations."  In  1844  the  next  square  north  was  purchased  by  the 
village  for  an  addition  to  this  cemetery.  June  25,  i860,  the  village  trustees 
passed  an  ordinance  prohibiting  burials  in  the  village  of  Jamestown,"  which 
included  this  old  cemetery.  Iti  April,  1885,  the  legislature  passed  an  act 
authorizing  the  trustees  of  the  Congregational  church  to  deed  this  land  to 
the  James  Prendcrgast  Library  Association,"  and  the  association  was 
authorized  to  remove  the  bodies  to  Lake  View  Cemetery,"  which  had  been 
developed  by  an  action  of  citizens  in  1858  on  account  of  the  crowded  condi- 
tion of  the  old  cemetery.  In  July,  1858,  the  village  trustees  voted  $1,500 
for  a  new  cemetery,  which,  with  contributions  from  leading  citizens,  and  the 
sale  of  lots  after  the  grounds  were  laid  out,  provided  the  charming  City  of 
the  Dead  known  as  Lake  View  Cemetery."  Many  costly  monuments  rise 
grandly  along  the  winding  paths  or  crown  the  irregular  eminences.  A  beau- 
tiful mausoleum  here  covers  all  that  is  mortal  of  Gov,  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 
and  divides  attention  with  the  Prendergast  memorial  and  fountain  and  the 
Marvin  monument.^ 

Jamkstown  Acadkmv. — In  the  winter  of  1835-6  application  was  made 
for  a  charter  which  was  granted  April  16,  1836,  to  a  corporation  with  $3,000 
capital.  The  first  section  of  the  act  reads  :  Elial  T.  Foote,  Samuel  A. 
Brown,  Abner  Lewis,  Samuel  Barrett,  Abner  Mazeltine,  Woodley  W.  Chand- 
ler, Judson  Southland,  Rufus  Pier,  Nathaniel  A.  Lowry,  Adolphus  P^Ietcher, 
and  Horace  Allen  and  their  associates,  and  such  other  persons  as  may  become 
members  of  the  corporation,  hereby  created,  are  constituted  and  declared  a 
body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style  of  The  Jamestown  Academy,  to  be 
located  in  the  village  of  Jamestown,  in  the  county  of  Chautauqua,  for  the 
pur}>ose  of  establishing,  maintaining  and  conducting  a  Seminary  of  Learning 
for  the  ednoiition  of  Noutli  of  both  sexes."  In  May  Elial  T..P'oote  was  chosen 
president,  Abner  Lewis  secretary,  and  Samuel  A.  Brown  treasurer.  In  July 
the  board  decided  that  the  academy  should  be  located  on  the  east  side  of 
Spring  street  and  on  the  south  side  of  F'ourth."  In  about  a  year  the  building 
was  completed  and  a  school  in  operation  with  Lysander  Farrar  as  principal. 
He  was  succeeded  in  1837  by  George  W.  Parker.  In  1839  came  under 
the  care  of  tlie  regents  of  the  state  university,  and  received  a  share  of  the  lit- 
erary fund,  and  in  September,  1839,  Prof.  Edward  A.  Dickinson  became 
principal.  The  curriculum  was  admirably  arranged  ;  the  Latin  and  Greek 
courses  included  everything  necessary  to  "  fit  "  a  student  for  any  American 
college,  and  the  department  of  natural  sciences  was  in  charge  of  a  most  able 
instructor,  Dr.  G.  \V.  Hazeltine.  The  academy  maintained  a  prestige  of 
high  value  under  excellent  principals  until  it  was  merged  in  1866  with  the 
union  school.  It  did  its  work  well  and  conferred  academic  advantages  of 
education  on  many  who  attended  from  an  extended  area  of  the  surrounding 
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country.  Many  honored  names  are  on  its  rolls.  Much  of  its  good  result  is 
due  to  the  character  of  its  principals.  Tlic  lon^  period  of  Mr.  Dickinson's 
service  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  show  that  he  was  in  a  most  eminent  dej^ree 
an  able,  conscientious,  and  successful  instructor.  He  was  principal  from 
1839  to  1863  with  but  one  year's  (1855-6)  intermission,  when  Charles  Jemi- 
son  was  employed.  Rev.  Rufus  Kin<^  was  the  last  principal,  serving  from  1863. 

Jamkstown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute. — The  first 
meeting  in  relation  to  the  Union  School  was  held  July  13,  1863,  at  Jones' 
Hall  in  response  to  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  districts  i,  2,  3,  6,  10  and 
16,  of  Ellicott.  Before  this  meeting  the  establishment,  of  this  school  was 
opposed,  but  the  opposition  was  bravely  met  by  Miss  Calista  S.  Jones,  who 
had  taught  for  20  years  in  the  county,  and  realized  the  necessity  of  a  graded 
system.  Miss  Jones,  by  patient,  energetic  and  persistent  work,  brought 
many  prominent  citizens  to  agree  with  her,  and  at  this  meeting  "  a  resolution 
to  establish  such  a  school  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two-thirds  of 
those  present  entitled  to  vote."  August  i,  1863,  the  board  of  education 
organized  with  Wm.  H.  Tew,  president ;  Robert  Newland,  treasurer  ;  Rev. 
S.  W.  Roe,  clerk  ;  S.  W.  Parks,  A.  R.  Catlin,  Alexander  Sheldon,  Wm.  Wil- 
son, and  De  Forest  Weld,  members.  August  28  the  board  were  instructed 
to  purchase  the  "  Pier  property,"  also  to  raise  $10,000  by  taxation  for  the 
erection  of  union  school  buildings,  and  the  great  work  was  commenced.  In 
1865,  ^^^^  efforts  made  for  uniting  the  academy  with  the  union  school 
were  ineffectual,  rooms  were  rented,  and  the  high  school  and  grammar  depart- 
ments were  opened  in  September  with  Prof  Samuel  G.  Love  as  principal. 
The  lower  grades  retained  their  district  schoolhouses. 

The  story  of  the  development  of -the  union  school  has  been  graphically 
given  in  an  address  by  Miss  Calista  S.  Jones.    We  quote  : 

Before  the  organization  of  our  present  system  of  education,  there  were  in  this  village  six 
district  schools,  which  were  sometimes  good, but  oftener  the  reverse.  Trustees  were  changed  each 
year,  and  teachers  each  term  in  most  schools.  In  some,  algebra,  geometry  and  "  a.  b.  c."  were 
taught  in  the  same  room,  and  one  individual  was  expected  to  instruct  from  50  to  100  pupils, 
hearing  them  read,  spell  and  recite  twice  each  day.  To  one  who  had  decided  to  be  a  teacher 
as  long  as  she  staid  in  this  world  and  hoped  to  get  a  position  as  such  in  the  next,  this  was  not  a 
pleasant  outlook.  So  in  the  long-ago,  when  she  and  the  world  were  thirty  years  yoimger,  a  per- 
son was  seen  wandering  through  the  streets  of  Jamestown,  trying  to  find  courage  to  enter  shops, 
offices  and  factories  to  get  signers  to  a  petition,  asking  that  a  Graded  Jnion  School  l)e  formed 
from  the  mixed  schools  of  the  village.  Fifteen  names  of  legal  voters  from  each  district  were 
required,  and  if  obtained  the  trustees  -uerc  obliged  to  call  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  subject. 
IMenty  of  signatures  were  obtained  and  a  meeting  called  in  Jones'  Hall,  which  I  was  told  was  a 
very  lively  one.  As  it  was  before  woman's  day  only  men  were  expected,  and  only  they  were 
there.  But  some  of  the  sterner  sex  did  not  hesitate  to  waylay  a  certain  teacher  on  her  way  to 
school  next  morning,  and  inquire  of  her  in  no  very  dulcet  tones,  what  she  mcaut  by  meddling 
with  men's  business  and  raising  such  a  commotion  about  school  ;  and  why  did  she  presume  to 
select  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  High  School  and  say  every  foot  of  the  land  would  yet  be 
needed.  If  she  was  a  little  tardy  in  opening  school  that  morning,  she  did  not  feel  very  bad 
about  it,  as  she  was  pretty  sure  from  what  she  learned  through  those  ver>*  angrj'  people,  that 
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the  matter  would  not  rest  until  a  chanj^e  was  produced,  and  what  she  had  always  said  ol"  James- 
town's citizens  was  proving  true.  That  they  were  slow  in  moving  ;  but  when  once  they  had 
decided  7ch<it  to  do,  it  is  well  for  all  to  clear  the  track  as  they  were  going  in  to  win  and  they 
did.  After  the  suhject  had  been  thoroughly  investigated  and  voted  upon,  a  board  of  education 
was  elected  ;  a  charter  for  a  graded  union  school  obtained  ;  the  land  bought  and  the  contract 
for  builtiing  the  sch(X)l  made. 

It  was  not  to  ])e  expected  that  the  tni.stees  of  the  academy  would  at  once 
give  up  tlie  control  of  the  institution  for  so  many  years  under  their  care,  but 
time  sof  tened  their  objections,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  new  system  of  schools 
was  sviv  1.  Oiat  January  9,  1866,  when  the  majority  of  the  stock  had  been 
secured  l>\  stockholders  who  were  friendly  to  the  Union  School  they  elected 
these  trustees  :  William  H.  Tew,  Ellick  Jones,  William  Broadhead,  S.  B. 
Winsor,  A.  A.  Price,  A.  H.  Loucks,  Lewis  Hall,  R.  W\  Arnold,  Silas  Shear- 
man, Nathan  Brown  and  D.  H.  Grandin.  Silas  Shearman  was  president  and 
Lewis  Hall,  secretary.  January  27,  it  was  AVWz'/f//,  That  this  Board  of 
Trustees  pass  over,  or  transfer  the  Jamestown  Academy  property  to  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  Union  Free  School  No.  i,  of  the  town  of  Ellicott,  when- 
ever this  proposition  shall  be  accepted  by  a  vote  of  said  district."  ALarcli  23, 
1866,  the  union  school  district  accepted  the  proposition,  and  resoh'ed  "  that 
'  the  said  academy  be  hereafter  known  as  the  academic  department  of  the  said 
JauK'stown  Union  vSchool  and  Collegiate  Institute.'  "  The  academy  building 
was  otxMipied  until  tlie  summer  of  1867.  ''The  Institute  Buihling"  was 
dedicated  in  June,  1867,  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  This  brick  building, 
62x100  feet,  four  stories  high  above  the  basement,  contained  ever\  thing 
necessary  for  a  .scliool  of  the  first  rank,  and  cost  over  $70, 000.  ''The  lall 
term  of  the  academic  and  grammar  de|)artments  commenced  with  12  teachers, 
and  tlieie  were  1 1  teachers  in  the  outside  schools.  This  change  in  the 
schools  ])rc)\-evl  a  strong  factor  in  Jamestown's  growth  and  pros[)erit\'.  ]Man\' 
non-resident  families  sent  their  children  here  to  be  educated.  In  the  first 
regular  c.italogue  issued  are  209  names  of  non-resident  pupils  in  the  prepara- 
tory and  academic  departments,  and  157  in  the  grammar  and  priniar\'  schools. 
Many  families  from  the  oil  regions  soon  moved  here  to  educate  their  children 
and  brought  money  to  invest  in  homes  and  business."'' 

The  original  "  I'nion  Free  Scliool  District  No.  i,  of  Ellicott,"  was  never 
the  same  in  territory-  as  Jamestown  village.  When  tlie  x'illage  ])ecame  a 
city  there  was  a  greater  dirf<.-rence.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  Ixjun- 
daries  of  tlie  city  and  of  the  school  district  should  be  the  same,  and,  in  18S7, 
the  schools  were  legally  organized  as  The  Jamestown  City  Public  vScIkjoIs," 
and  the  name  ''Jamestown  City  High  School  "  given  to  the  academical  depart- 
ment.    "Institute  Building"  was  renamed  "High  School  Building." 

Prof.  Love  retired  from  the  superintendency  March  22,  1890,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Prof  R.  R.  Rogers,  whose  thorough  supervision  of  the  schools 
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is  well  known  and  assured  by  their  increasing  i^nnvth  and  prosperity.  Most 
trutlifnlly  can  it  be  said  that  the  Jamestown  schools  are  the  frnitaiLce  of  lonj:;; 
years  of  toil  on  the  part  of  Prof.  I^ve.  In  more  than  one  de}\artment  of 
educational  progress  he  has  been  a  leader  in  the  nation,  and  many  schools 
are  availing  themselves  of  the  methods  introduced  first  into  these  schools 
under  his  superintendence. 

Industrial  training  was  introduced  early  at  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Calista 
S.  Jones,  who  asked  Professor  Love  why  sewing,  etc.,  could  not  be  taught  in 
connection  with  studies.  Professor  Love  caught  the  idea,  and  rapidly  devel- 
oped it  into  a  system,  thus  giving  Jamestown  the  prestige  of  being  the  first 
place  in  the  United  States  to  adopt  this  admirable  feature.  Under  Professor 
Love's  administration  Jamestown's  schools  were  among  the  lirst  to  adopt  the 
school  savings  bank  system.  Free  text  books  have  been  furnished  for  about 
three  years.  The  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  public  schools  in  1893 
was  3,356,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  2,515.  There  is  an  annual 
comi>etiti()n  for  the  James  Prendergast  prizes,  for  bo\  s  only,  given  from  funds 
provided  by  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Prendergast.  The  library  of  the  High  School  con- 
sists of  several  thousand  volumes,  is  well  selected,  and  from  this  time  is  to 
be  open  during  scliool  hours  and  in  charge  of  a  librarian,  Miss  Calista  S. 
Jones,  who  was  appointed  June  21,  i<S"94. 

Teachers  for  school  year  commencing  September,  1894:  Hi(;h  School, 
Academic  DrpartDiciit,  F'rank  S.  Thorpe,  principal,  Greek  and  higher  Eng- 
lish ;  Mary  R.  Willard,  preceptress,  general  literature  ;  Sarah  IC.  Dickinson, 
natural  sciences  ;  Carrie  H.  Aiken,  mathematics  ;  Ivlsie  E.  Leet,  mathematics 
and  history  ;  Carl  La  Salle,  F'rench  and  German  ;  Frances  E.  H.  Flint,  Latin 
and  Greek  ;  Minnie  M.  Powers,  Latin  and  higher  English  ;  Anna  M.  Benja- 
min, natural  sciences  and  German.  Preparatory  Dcpar/nicnf^  Calista  A. 
Dreager,  Vesta  Willard,  Nellie  R.  Hand.  Special  Depart  meals,  Calista  S. 
Jones,  librarian  ;  Corrie  J.  Rradshaw,  instrumental  music  ;  Stella  L.  Pligh, 
vocal  music;  Minnie  P>.  liegeman,  vocal  music;  lilanche  II.  Woodford, 
supervisor  of  drawing;  Ruth  C.  Tousley,  gymnastics;  S.  Gertrude  Harring- 
ton, assistant  gymnastics;  Mary  Fletcher,  manual  training;  George  V.  Hale, 
manual  training  and  military  drill  ;  Lillian  M.  P>adger,  elocution  ;  M.  May 
Briggs,  supervisor  of  penmansliip  ;  Mina  B,  Colburn,  suj)ervisor  of  kinder- 
gartens; Mildred  R.  I-'\alconer,  superintendent's  clerk,  (irannnar  Schools^ 
vSenior,  Corrie  J.  Aiken,  Helena  Crittenden,  lunma  V.  Kirkland  ;  Middle, 
PZmma  A.  Vates,  Lizzie  A.  Bootey,  Jennie  R.  Kellogg,  Julia  vS.  Vates,  Mary 
H.  Laidler ;  Junior,  Sarah  L.  Hall,  Ada  E.  Giles.  Principals  of  district 
schools  :  Central  district,  Louise  E.  Geer  ;  No.  i,  Annie  G.  Bucklin  ;  No.  2, 
Alice  M.  Clement ;  No.  3,  Martha  E.  Jacobsen  ;  No.  4,  Nettie  J.  Armstrong  ; 
No.  5,  Rebecca  Langford  ;  No.  6,  Carrie  A  Barber  ;  No.  7,  Lucy  E.  Hand  ; 
No.  8,  Elizabeth  G.  Hartsou  ;  No.  9,  Laura  F.  Sheldon  ;  No.  10,  Lillie  G. 
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Dickson.  There  have  been  a  few  changes  from  last  year.  "Miss  Calista  S. 
Jones  becomes  librarian  of  the  High  School,  Miss  Lillian  Cook  retires,  some 
teachers  are  promoted  and  there  are  some  new  teachers. 

The  board  of  education  has  ever  been  composed  of  the  best  citizens,  and 
has  met  the  re(jniremcnls  of  the  rapidly  increasing  scholarship  in  a  liberal, 
wise  and  far-seeing  management.  Josephns  H.  Clark  was  a  member  from 
1870  to  1S91.  The  present  board  is  Frederick  A.  Fuller,  Jr.,  president ; 
Charles  E.  l^arks,  secretary;  Willis  O.  Henedict,  treasurer;  William  S.  Clif- 
ford, Frank  W.  Stevens,  Klof  Rosencrantz,  Mrs,  Daniel  Griswold,  Mrs.  N.  R. 
Thompson. 

Calista  S.  Jones,  daugliter  of  .Ellick  and  Louisa  (Walkup)  Jones,  was  born 
in  KHicott,  May  25,  1823.  She  acquired  her  early  education  principally  at 
private  schools.  In  1841  she  commenced  teaching  in  this  count)',  and  from 
that  time  until  the  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  fall  and  the  winter  of 
1858-9,  she  has  taught  in  Jamestown  or  its  vicinity.  vShe  considered 
her  education  only  commenced  when  she  became  a  teacher  and  has 
ahvays  kept  in  touch  with  educational  advancement  by  study  and 
reading.  vShe  was  the  hrst  woman  to  receive  a  dollar  a  day  for  school  work 
in  Jame.slown.  In  one  of  tlie  districts  of  the  \'illage  one  of  tlie  opposite  sex 
filled  in  his  management  of  the  school  and  the  trustees  dismissed  him  and 
called  up<Mi  M  iss  Jones  to  take  his  ])lace.  vSlie  answered  'Yes,  if  you  pay 
me  tile  same  wages  you  paid  the  man.'  Tlie\'  demurred  and  made  it  clear 
that  it  was  not  the  ]^roper  thing  to  pa\'  a  woniiui  as  much  for  tlie  >ame  work 
as  a  man  was  paid.  '  \'er\'  well,'  she  said,  '  I  do  not  take  the  school.'  She  got 
the  position  on  her  own  terms."  Her  faithfulness,  persistence  and  energ\'  are 
well  known,  and  tlie  honor  of  establishing  the  union  school  is  due  to  lier 
probably  more  than  t<.)  any  other  person.  lH)r  more  than  fifty  years  Miss 
Jones  has  jK-rtornied  the  arduous  duties  of  a  school  teacher  ably,  satisfactorily- ' 
and  successfully.  Her  work  hiis  ])een  apj)reciated  by  the  community  and  her 
birthda\>  are  notable  days  in  sclio«;l  and  city  annals,  l)eing  celebrated  by 
fetes,  speeches  and  \'aluable  ])resents.  vShe  was  the  first  woman  to  vote  in 
the  citw  During  the  civil  war  she  impressed  upon  her  male  [)upils  the  dut\- 
of  ]K!triotisin  aild  their  ol)ligati(vns  to  the  land  of  their  birth,  h'or  22  \ears 
Miss  Jones  has  l)een  the  priiiei]»al  in  the  prc  parator\'  department  of  the 
rnion  vSchool,  and  many  thousand  pupils  ha\e  been  under  lu-r  lo\  ing  watch- 
fulness, and  the  induenee  of  her  conscientious  work  and  care  for  her  scholars 
will  reach  to  future  geiiei ations.  .\nd  when  generation  alter  geiuaation  shall 
ha\'e  ])assed  awa\',  and  this  good  year  of  grace  becomes  one  of  the  dates  of 
antic[uit\-,  ma\-  there  not  l)e  an\'  children  in  the  Jamestown  pui)lic  schools 
to  whom  the  name  of  this  teacher  of     Auld  Lang  Syne  "  is  unknown. 

Jami;stown  Hi\sinkss  Coi.i.kci-:. — The  Jamestown  lousiness  College,  the 
only  business  college  in  the  county,  was  organized  in  October,  1886.    H.  J. 
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Coburn,  Esq.,  the  founder,  possessed  in  a  marked  degree  the  essential  quali- 
ries  for  arousing  public  interest  in  a  new  enterprise.  After  several  months 
of  labor  the  services  of  W.  A.  Warriner,  Jr.,  were  secured  and  in  December, 
1887,  a  partnership  was  effected  between  E.  J.  Coburn,  \V.  A.  Warriner, 
Fred  P.  Hall  and  Frank  E.  Sessions ;  the  last  two  gentlemen  adding  finan- 
cial strength,  and  the  others  remaining  in  charge  of  the  institution  as  busi- 
ness manager  and  principal.  H.  E.  V.  Porter,  then  a  student  at  Dickenson 
College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  took  charge  of  the  practical  department,  and  Miss  K. 
A.  Lambert,  a  teacher  of  Arn  Prior,  Canada,  was  engaged  for  theory.  A 
class  in  shorthand  was  also  organized  under  the  direction  of  Charles  M. 
Brown,  a  practical  stenographer  of  the  city.  Messrs.  Coburn  ^:  Sessions 
soon  retired  and  in  July,  1888,  J.  E.  McLean,  an  alumnus  of  the  noted  Plast- 
man  National  Business  College,  was  engaged  to  organize  and  ]jerfect  a  school 
of  phonography.  Later,  J.  P.  Byrne  was  engaged  for  penmanship.  For 
about  a  year  the  work  of  all  departments  progressed  ra])idlN-,  but  some  micer- 
tainty  of  business  management  developing,  Messrs.  Porter  and  I>\  rne  resigned, 
and  in  August,  18S9,  the  partnership  was  made  a  corporation  with  capital 
stock  of  $5,500.  The  first  board  of  directors  was:  \V.  A.  Warriner,  Wm.  A. 
Hallock,  Fred  P.  Hall,  John  J.  Aldrich,  Elliot  C.  Hall,  Eleazer  c;reen,  Rob- 
ert X.  Marvin,  Ivlward  P.  Putnam  and  Wm.  H.  IVoudfit.  March,  1S90, 
Mr.  Warriner  was  succeeded  by  J.  J.  Crandall,  a  former  school  commissioner 
and  member  of  the  bar,  as  principal,  assisted  by  Prof  F.  W.  Crossfield.  Mr. 
Porter  was  recalled  to  his  former  position  and  ().  J.  Penrose  engaged  as  pen- 
man. Mr.  Crandall  remained  but  one  year.  Prof  Penrose  resigned  and  J.  P. 
P>ynie  was  again  penman.  In  May,  1S92,  the  school  removed  to  its  present 
desirable  location  in  the  Gokey  block,  where,  with  new  ecpiipment  and 
enlarged  facilities,  untiring  energy  has  been  ex]:)tnided  to  advance  its  work. 
In  June,  1892,  a  new  board  of  directors  was  chosen,  which  was  followed  by 
the  unanimous  election  of  H.  IC.  \',  Porter  as  prinei])al,  au'l  J.  Iv.  McLean, 
associate  ])rinei|)al.  Their  assistants  ha\e  Ijeen  A.  J.  Porkr,  of  Prnnin,i;lon 
vSeminar\'  and  the  Zanerian  Art  College,  Miss  Minnie  Peterson  and  Mahlon 
Penrose.  Notwithstanding  the  depressed  state  of  the  country,  34  students 
have  graduated  during  the  past  sc]io(»l  \  ear  and  the  attendance  is  now  large. 
In  June,  1894,  Prof  Porter  was  again  elected  ])resideut  'Mid  ])rincii)al  ;  J.  E. 
McLenn,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  associate  ])rincipal  ;  Rew  W,  A.  Ilallock, 
Rev.  P:.  C.  Hall,  J.  J.  Aldrich,  H.  E.  V.  Porter  and  J.  li.  McLean  directors. 
Hundreds  of  young  men  and  \  oung  women  have  availed  themsehes  of  the 
advantages  ()f  this  college  and  its  graduates  are  filling  positions  of  trust. 

Yorxc,  Mhx's  Chki.stian'  Association.' — One  of  the  most  eflicient 
institutions  of  modern  times  for  promoting  the  highest  welfare  of  young  men 
in  their  tlireefold  nature  of  body,  mind  and  spirit,  is  the  Young  Men's 

•Rtv,  Klliot  C.  Hall. 
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Cliristian  Association.  The  founder  of  the  organization,  George  Williams, 
is  living  at  the  age  of  73  and  was  present  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
parent  society  celebrated  June  6,  1894,  in  London,  England,  its  birthplace. 

More  than  s/xx)  Associations  are  now  doing  their  1)cneficent  work  in  all 
]>arts  of  the  woi  ld.  There  are  149  Associations  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
four  in  Chautau(|ua  county,  located  at  I^Vedonia,  h^'orestville,  Westfield  and 
Jamestown.  An  organization  was  effected  in  Jamestown  about  the  >'ear 
1S56,  and  (lid  a  useful  work  for  a  number  of  years,  hui  lacking  the  stimulus 
and  care  of  a  general  secretary,  it  gradually  declined  and  became  extinct. 
A  new  organization  was  formed  February  28th,  1884,  with  77  charter  mem- 
bers, and  an  entirely  new  constitution  and  bylaws.  This  became  an  incor- 
poration May  16,  1885,  and  PVbruary  26,  1894,  a  new  charter  was  obtained. 
George  \V.  Tew  was  the  first  president,  and  rendered  faithful  service  for  nine 
successive  >ears,  when  failing  health  required  his  absence  from  the  city. 
Charles  K.  Parks,  the  present  president,  has  entered  upon  his  second  term. 
Thomas  H.  Smith  and  J^^rome  Preston  are  now  vice-presidents.  The  gen- 
eral secretaries  have  been  James  K.  Ferguson,  Albert  I\.  Turner,  Charles  B. 
White,  J.  11  Crippeii  and  Charles  N.  Ramsey  ;  the  last  named  entered  upon 
his  duties  in  1891,  and  is  tlie  j)resent  efTicient  secretar)'.  The  treasurers  have 
been  Charles  !<.  Parks,  Wm.  A.  Kent,  Wm.  H.  Proudfit,  Fred  P.  Hall,  C.  K. 
Clark,  and  W.  I).  P.roadhead  who  is  now  in  ofiice.  Tlie  recording  secretaries 
]ia\'e  been  J.  T.  Poddy,  b\  Pristow,  (r.  R.  Putts  and  ly.  M.  Putman.  The 
all'airs  are  managed  by  a  board  of  18  directors,  and  a  board  of  six  trustees. 

The  Association  occupies  commodious  and  well  equipped  quarters  in  the 
Gokey  block,  corner  of  Cherry  and  Third  streets.  Mere,  warmed  by  steam 
and  lighted  by  electricit\-,  two  floors  are  devoted  to  the  Association,  pro\'iding 
besides  the  olTice  and  ante-room,  a  parlor,  reading  room,  librar\',  director's 
room,  bo\  s'  room,  asseni1)l\'  room,  class  rooms,  kitchen,  bath  rooms  and  clos- 
ets. The  reading  room  contains  85  papers  and  perit)dicals,  and  is  furnished 
with  tables  and  comfortable  chairs.  The  library  contains  i  ,236  volumes.  A 
course  of  popular  lectures  and  entertainments  is  given  eacli  \-ear  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association.  Practical  talks  on  subjects  of  interest  to  young 
men  are  given  in  the  r(joms  from  time  to  time.  Tlic  Association  now  has 
472  meml)ers,  including  a  bo\s'  de])artment,  and  the  work  is  carried  on 
through  ten  committees  in  one  department,  and  five  in  the  t>ther.  Ivluca- 
tional  classes  have  been  maintained  in  aritlnnetic,  ])ennianship,  spePing, 
church  history,  drawing,  wood-carving,  and  Swedish-American.  Several 
classes  meet  regularly  for  systematic  Bible  study,  and  public  meetings  for 
\oung  men  are  held  every  Sunday  atternoon.  The  Association  requires 
about  $3,500  annually  to  meet  its  expenses.  Membership  fee  and  voluntary 
contributions  are  the  only  sources  of  income.  "  F'acts  concerning  its  work 
for  1893-4  :  29,423  visits  made  to  the  building  evenings  and  Sundays  ;  20,000 
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visits  made  to  buiklinji;,  312  week  clays,  aside  from  above,  (estimated) ;  25 
were  directed  to  boarding-liouses  ;  3  were  secured  employment;  2S6  stran^a^rs 
were  welcomed  evenings  ;  713  attended  business  meetings  of  board  and  com- 
mittees. Social:  1,018  attended  general  receptions;  210  at  the  annual 
meeting  ;  350  at  the  reception  to  the  delegates  ol*  State  Convention  ;  262 
present  at  boys'  reception  and  outing.  Intellectual  :  85  periodicals  filed  for 
reading,  6,644  issues  ;  1,136  is  the  number  of  volumes  in  library  ;  loi  bound 
magazines  and  miscellaneous  books  ;  98  persons  attended  educational  classes  ; 
152  the  total  enrollment ;  $4.34  was  the  cost  per  student;  233  sessions  of 
the  evening  classes  held  ;  2,254  was  the  total  attendance  ;  4,000  estimated 
attendance  lecture  course.  S])iritual  :  5,014  at  the  young  men's  meeting: 
3,400  at  sj)ecial  young  men's  meetings  ;  324  recorded  as  incpiirers  ;  1,511  in 
the  Iii])le  classes  ;  3,125  at  the  boys'  meeting  ;  1,091  attended  evening  prayers." 

Womhn's  Chuistiax  TiCMPKRAXCH  Uxiox. — Tliis  organization  has  l)eeu 
a  powerful  factor  in  promoting  law  and  order  in  this  and  many  communities. 
In  relation  to  the  society  in  Jamestown  Mrs.  M.  liailey  writes  thus:  "We 
date  our  birth  December  17,  1873,  when  at  a  meeting  held  b\'  Dio  Lewis, 
105  women  pledged  themselves  to  the  work,  and  next  day  met  and 
formed  a  permanent  organization  under  the  name  of  the  Ladies'  Tem- 
perance Society.  The  officers  were  :  president,  Mrs.  Judge  Hazeltine  ;  vice- 
presidents,  Mesdames  M.  Bailey,  H.  H.  Danforth,  Isaac  Moore,  A.  Martin, 
A.  F.  Allen,  J.  W.  Pitts,  J.  H.  Clark  ;  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Carnahan  ;  treas- 
urer. Miss  Jennie  Barrows.  Early  in  1875  our  society  became  auxiliary  to 
the  State  Women's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  assumed  tliat  name  ; 
and  ever  since  we  have  followed  the  lines  of  wurk  as  laid  out  by  the  state 
and  national  W.  C.  T.  Unions.  The  present  officers  are  :  president,  Mrs.  M. 
In'iiley ;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  V.  Danforth,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Dewey ;  secretary, 
Mrs.  J.  Harris  ;  treasurer.  Miss  Harriet  Hazeltine.  About  eiglity  members 
is  our  usual  number.  We  claim  to  have  had  a  part  by  petitions  and  remon- 
strances in  all  the  reforms  that  have  grown  out  of  the  work  and  inlluence  of 
the  Women's  Christian  Temperance  work  in  the  land  on  educational,  ]>()lit- 
cal  and  moral  (juestions. 

WoMAx's  CliKiSTiAX  Ass( )Ci ATiox. — Prominent  among  the  benevolent 
organizations  of  Jamestown  is  the  Woman's  Christian  Association.  It  was 
organized  September  8,  1884,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  physical, 
intellectual  and  religious  condition  of  women,  especially  young  women,  who 
are  dependent  on  their  own  exertions  for  support  and  lack  opportunities  of 
culture  ;  also  to  look  after  and  assist  the  poor  and  destitute  of  the  city.  The 
association  adopted  the  constitution  of  the  International  Woman's  Christian 
Association  and  became  auxiliary  to  that  body.  A  state  charter  was  obtained 
June  2,  1885.  The  charter  members  were  Jane  E.  Clark,  Harriet  A.  Hub- 
bell,  Agnes  R.  Whitney,  Lura  J.  Usher,  En'ima  J.  Hodgkins,  Emma  B. 
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George.  April  i,  1887,  a  large  place,  corner  of  Allen  St.  and  Foote's  Ave., 
was  purchased  at  the  cost  of  $13,500  for  the  headquarters  of  the  association. 
It  had  on  it  a  brick  building  which  was  fitted  up  for  a  hospital,  and  a  smaller 
building  which  was  converted  into  a  chapel,  to  be  used  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Association.  The  nucleus  for  this  purchase  money  was  a  bequest 
by  Mrs.  Carolina  Tew  of  $1,000,  to  this  was  added  $1,000  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  J.  Whitnc)',  and  $1,000  was  received  from  the  heirs  of  the  Wil- 
liam Hall  estate.  Large  subscriptions  were  given  by  prominent  citizens, 
h^ach  yoar  it  has  extended  its  influence  and  labors,  and  now,  1894,  six  dis- 
tinct de])artments  of  w^ork  are  carried  on.  In  the  aid  department  which  cares 
for  tlie  poor,  the  city  is  divided  into  sixty  districts,  in  each  one  a  visitor  is 
ai)pointed  to  ascertain  the  wants  of  those  needing  assistance.  Through  these 
visitors  the  president  of  the  department  grants  the  necessary  suppLes. 

llic  J lospilal  Dfpartnioit. — A  liospital  had  been  a  loiig  felt  need,  which 
the  Association  took  very  great  pleasure  in  supplying.  The  interest  and 
support  given  to  it  by  the  citizens  speaks  a  language  of  hmnane  thoughtful- 
ness,  and  a  desire  that  the  benevolent  interests  of  the  city  keep  pace  with 
its  material  prosperity.  Miss  Christina  Hall,  a  graduate  of  the  training 
school  at  Toronto,  Canada,  has  been  its  able  and  successful  superiutendent 
froui  its  formation.  A  relij^ious  service  department  lias  in  cliarge  the  relig- 
ious services  held  at  the  ]ios])ital  ever\'  vSunda\'  afternoon. 

The  Young  \Voman\s  Christian  Association  Department  works  for  young 
women.  It  maintains  industrial  and  educational  classes,  classes  in  Bi1)le 
study,  a  kitchen  garden,  and,  in  rooms  pleasantly  furnished,  a  social  evening 
with  refre>liments  is  gi\'en  every  vSaturday,  and  on  Sunday  afternoon  a  prayer 
ser\-ice  is  held.  The  Industrial  I)e])artment  teaches  girls  mider  ten  years  of 
age  plain  and  fancy  sewing.  The  l*'lower  Mission  furnishes  flowers  for  dec- 
orating purposes  and  sends  bouquets  to  brighten  the  rooms  and  cheer  the 
hearts  of  the  sick  and  sorrowing  ones.  The  money  for  the  support  of  the 
Association  comes  large!)'  from  membership  fees  and  voluntary  contributions. 
October  20,  1892,  the  last  ]>ayment  was  made  on  the  debt,  leaving  the  pro- 
pert\'  ]>urchased  1)\'  the  ladies  unincund)ered.  A  memorial  cottage  for  nurses 
lias  been  erected  on  the  grounds,  completed  in  March,  1894,  in  memor)'  of 
Ainia  Baker  Ilutton  and  (leorge  iMdIer  who  each  left  by  will  $1,000  for  tlie 
hospital.  There  are  six  wards,  Dr.  Hemus'  (surgical)  ward,  furnislied  by 
Mrs.  r)emu>  ;  St.  Luke's  ward,  furnished  by  ICj)iscoi)al  church  ;  Hurtch  ward, 
furnished  1)y  Mrs.  C.  C.  I'uitch  ;  Baptist  ward,  furnished  by  Young  Ladies' 
Missi^>n  I>and  of  IkqHist  church  ;  the  Managers'  ward,  furnished  b\-  the 
Hoard  of  Managers;  Masonic  ward,  furnished  by  the  Masonic  fraternities. 
There  are  also  a  superintendent's  roon\  furnished  b}'  the  managers  ;  a  room 
iurnished  l)y  Ladies  Benevolent  Society  of  the  Presbyterian  church  ;  one  by 
the  A.  (.).  U.  W.  ;  one  by  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  one  by  the  Needle  Work  Guild, 
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rreshyterian  clnirch.  I^'roin  tlio  orj;anizatioii  of  the  Association  until  now  Mrs. 
Joscphns  I  I. Clark  has  bcLMi  its  honored  and  clTicicnt  president.  The  officers  are  : 
president,  Mrs.  Josephus  H.  Clark  ;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Frank  E.  GilTord,  Mrs. 
Erie  L.  Hall,  Mrs.  John  \'anderburs^,  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Dow,  Mrs.  Geor<;e  \V. 
Tew,  Mrs.W.  1.  Fairbanks  ;  corresponding;  secretary,  Mrs. \V.  S.  Hed<:^es,  record- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  Sidney  Jones  ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Eudora  K.  Pardee,  Execu- 
tive board,  1894:  Mrs.  H.  \V.  Harrison,  Mrs.  Albert  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Mrs.  G. 
W.  Ho<lokins,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Usher,  Mrs.  Martha  Lakin,  Mrs.  IC.  D.  Spaulding, 
iMiss  Harriet  Hazeltine,  Mrs.  ISI.  Clapsadel,  Mrs.  J.  \V.  Doubleday.  Hospital 
department,  board  of  managers :  ]\Irs.  C.  C.  Burtch,  Mrs.  15.  A.  Barlow, 
Mrs.  J.  Vanderburg,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Proudfit,  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Gifford,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Bowen,  Mrs.  Jerome  Preston,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Fenton,  Mrs.  Dwight  Perrin,  Mrs. 
IClliot  Hall,  Mrs.  \V.  W.  Henderson,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Rogers,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Wilson, 
Mrs.  D.  H.  Post,  Miss  Clara  Hallock. 

Thk  Jami<:s  Pki: xi)j:k(;a.st  FkiciC  Lir'KARV. — The  James  Prendergast 
Library  Association  was  incorporated  ])y  a  special  act  of  the  legislature,  Jan- 
uary 29,  1880.  This  act  named  William  C.  J.  Hall,  Robert  Xewland,  Solo- 
mon Jones,  Lucius  B,  Warner,  Eleazer  Green,  William  H.  Proudfit  and 
F'rank  E.  GifTord  as  trustees  ;  the  board  organized  and  elected  W.  C.  J.  Hall 
president,  Eleazer  Green  secretary,  and  Robert  Newland  treasurer.  Mr. 
Hall  was  president  until  his  death,  when  Solomon  Jones  was  elected.  Rob- 
ert X.  Marvin  was  elected  trustee  in  place  of  Mr.  Hall.  Mr.  Xewland  was 
treasurer  until  his  death,  when  Daniel  H.  Post  was  elected  trustee  and  was  also 
chosen  treasurer.  These  are  the  only  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the 
trustees  or  officers.  The  aim  of  the  association  is  to  carry  out  a  request 
expressed  by  the  late  Hon.  James  Prendergast,  that  a  portion  of  his  estate 
should  be  used  to  found  and  maintain  in  Jamestown  a  })ublic  lil)rary  ;  for 
this  purpose  a  magnificent  share  of  his  estate  was  a])])ropriated,  and  other 
sums  were  devoted  to  the  same  end  and  to  liberally  endow  it  by  his  ])arents. 
With  these  funds  a  fireproof  building  has  been  erected,  and  the  James  Prender- 
gast Free  Library  established.  The  library  building  is  situated  in  the  center 
of  the  square  bounded  by  I'iftli  and  vSixth  streets,  Washington  and  Cherry 
streets.  Three  sides  of  the  lot  are  enclosed  with  a  massive  red  stone  wall. 
The  building  is  of  red  and  gray  stone,  with  copper  rcjof,  and  is  at  once  hand- 
some, costly  and  substantial.  The  library  was  completed  and  the  first  pur- 
chase of  books  placed  on  the  shelves,  December  i,  1S91,  when  it  was  dedi- 
cated with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  opened  to  the  public.  The  first 
books  were  drawn  December  2,  1891.  It  is  both  a  circulating  and  reference 
library,  and  in  all  its  appointments  it  is  admirably  .arranged.  The  Dewey 
system  of  classification  is  used,  with  the  Cutter  numbering.  A  dictionary 
card  catalogue,  with  the  various  periodical  indexes,  gives  the  student  ample 
opportunity  for  research.    There  are  at  the  present  (June,  1894),  2,500  vol- 
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limes  in  tlie  reference  library,  in  the  circulating  library  7,500.  By  the  report 
for  1894  it  appears  that  during  the  library  year  40,658  volumes  were  issued 
from  the  circulating  library  to  2,075  holders  of  admission  cards,  besides  the 
use  of  books  and  periodicals  in  the  reading  room  from  the  reference  library, 
a  considerable  advance  over  previous  records.  An  art  gallery  containing 
valuable  and  choice  works  of  art  has  been  joined  to  the  library  from  funds 
especially  designed  for  that  purpose  by  the  parents  of  the  founder.  The  first 
librarian  was  Samuel  G.  Love;  upon  his  decease  November  13,  1893,  he  was 
succeeded  by  M.  Emogene  Hazeltine.  The  assistant  librarians  are  Luella 
C.  Dowler  and  Ilattie  B.  Love. 

Pc.MTicAL  Kqi'alitv.* — The  movement  residting  in  the  organization  of 
Political  Equality  Clubs  throughout  Chautauqua  county,  and  extending  into 
Cattaraugus  and  h>ic  counties,  had  its  rise  in  the  meeting  held  at  the  opera 
house  in  Jamestown  on  Jul)'  24,  1885.  ^Irs.  Lillie  Devereaux  Blake,  then 
President  \.  Y.  State  Suffrage  Association,  made  a  forcible  argument  on  the 
right  of  woman  to  the  ballot.  The  press  of  the  city  and  county  gave  favor- 
able notices.  Mrs.  Blake  urged  organization  upon  the  friends  of  the  cause, 
suggesting  plans.  These  were  discussed  and  approved,  but  not  acted  upon  until 
another  meeting  was  arranged,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Seymour  Howell  was  asked 
to  present  the  (|uesti()n.  Her  address,  entitled  Our  Outlook,"  was  given  at 
Institute  Hall,  in  November,  1887.  The  following  day  Mrs.  Howell  met  the 
women  interested  at  Mrs.  Daniel  Griswold's,  and  there  helped  organize  the 
First  Political  Equality  Club.  To  Mrs.  Howell  is  due  the  adoption  of  the 
new  title  for  a  suiTrage  club,  the  aim  being  identical  witli  the  State  Suffrage 
Association.  Mrs.  I).  H,  (xrandin,  long  an  advocate  of  impartial  suffrage, 
was  elected  president  ;  Mrs.  Daniel  Oriswold,  vice  president  ;  Mrs.  N.  R. 
Thompson,  secretar\'  ;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Scofield,  treasurer.  Membership  increased, 
and  a  large  club  soon  roused  the  enthusiasm  of  the  women  of  neighboring 
towns  and  villages,  similar  organizations  springing  up  on  all  sides.  The  first 
County  Convention  of  Political  Equality  ever  held  in  N.  Y.  state  convened  at 
the  Opera  House  in  Jamestown,  Oct.  31,  1888.  The  convention  was  called 
to  order  by  Mrs.  Grandin.  A  general  invitation  had  been  extended  to  dele- 
gates and  others  interested  in  western  New  York,  and  these  clulxs  responded 
as  delegates :  Carroll,  Charlotte,  Cherry  Creek,  l%ller\',  Ellington,  Gerr\', 
Harmony,  Kiantone,  Kennedy,  Mayville,  Stockton  and  Sinelairville.  A 
large  delegation  from  Randolph,  and  many  representatives  of  Ross  and  Po- 
mona Granges  participated  in  the  meeting.  The  organization  of  the  county 
society  was  perfected  witlrMrs.  Martha  T.  Henderson,  president;  Mrs.  Kate 
S.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Annie  C.  Shaw,  secretaries  ;  ]\Irs.  Lois  M.  Lott,  treas- 
urer. In  the  evening  Mr.  C.  R.  Lockwood,  the  generous  owner  of  the  opera 
house,  donating  its  use  at  this  time,  opened  the  meeting  with  a  fine  legal 
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argiiineiit  in  favor  of  suffrat^e  for  women,  after  which  ]\Ir.s.  Howell  spoke 
vigorously  and  persuasively  on  the  question. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Frcdonia,  October  31,  1889,  Rev. 
Anna  H.  Shaw  speaking  in  the  evening  on  The  Fate  of  Republics."  Mrs. 
Zerelda  G.  Wallace  spoke  in  Jamestown  at  a  semi-annual  meeting  next  year. 
The  second  annual  meeting  took  place  in  Dunkirk,  October  30,  1890,  Mrs. 
Sarah  M.  Perkins,  of  Cleveland,  making  an  address  on  the  topic,  Is  Woman 
a  Citizen  ?  "  Elnora  jM,  Babcock  was  elected  president.  The  same  year  the 
Chautauqua  management  gave  the  club  permission  to  present  its  cause  from 
that  widely  celebrated  platform,  and  in  July,  1891,  was  held  the  first  "  Polit- 
ical Equality  Day"  at  this  famous  University  and  Assembly  Ground. 
Speakers  like  Harry  B.  Blackwell  of  Boston,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Mrs.  Wal- 
lace, Miss  Shaw,  Mrs.  Alice  Freeman  Palmer,  Rev.  Ida  C.  Hultin,  stand  in 
evidence  of  the  dignity  and  high  quality  of  the  addresses  at  Chautauqua,  and 
of  the  liberal  and  progressive  character  of  the  management.  Many  influen- 
tial meetings  have  been  held  under  the  able  auspices  of  the  Cassadaga  Club, 
at  the  Assembly  Grounds  at  that  place.  The  third  annual  convention  of  the 
County  Club  was  held  at  Sinclairville,  October  30  and  31,  1891  ;  59  delegates 
present  from  22  clubs.  Fourth  annual  meeting  at  Mayville,  October  13  and  14, 
1892,  23  clubs  reporting.  Fifth  annual  meeting  at  Kennedy,  Ellington  club 
assisting,  October  18  and  19,  1893.  livening  address  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Albertson. 
Mrs.  Evaline  R.  Clarke*  was  elected  president.  A  semi-annual  meeting  was 
held  April  6,  1894,  at  Dunkirk,  simultaneously  with  a  grand  mass-meeting 
appointed  by  the  State  Association.  A  large  amount  of  money  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  the  club,  for  pushing  bill  in  Constitutional  Convention,  was 
easily  raised.  The  sixth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Cassadaga  in  Sep- 
tember, 1894. 

Scarcely  can  a  mere  mention  be  made  in  a  i)rief  sketch  of  tlie  numerous 
reiinions,  tlie  discussion  of  public  matters  in  which  women  take  an  interest, 
as  notably  the  school  elections  and  annual  meetings.  As  a  result  of  the 
efforts  of  the  Jamestown  club  two  of  their  most  active  and  able  members, 
Mrs.  Griswold  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  were  elected  to  the  School  Board  in  1889, 
and  as  evidence  of  their  recognized  ability  and  fitness  were  reelected  in  1893. 
The  petition  to  the  common  council  of  Jamestown  for  recognition  as  citizens, 
with  success  so  far  as  the  right  accorded  women  to  vote  on  all  propositions 
to  raise  money  for  public  improvements,  was  made  upon  the  amending  of 
the  charter.  Petitions  have  been  regularly  sent  to  the  Legislature.  The 
great  effort  in  favor  of  the  School  Commissioner  Bill,  emanating  from  the 
executive  committee  of  the  County  Club,  becoming  a  law  in  1892,  and  the 
gallant  struggle  for  the  office  of  School  Commissioner  in  the  30th  district,  by 
a  member,  Mrs.  Martha  R.  Almy,  will  notably  mark  the  year  1893. 

♦■' Equality,"  a  stiffragc  journal  ably  edited  by  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  pubiishc<l  in  i^^).  bcuiflf  discontinued 
because  of  lack  of  support,  the  county  press  having  very  generally  taken  up  the  advocacy  of  the  cause. 
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This  chib,  aside  from  purely  suffrage  work,  claims  to  have  been  actively 
interested  in  many  bills  for  women  that  have  become  laws  :  That  enabling 
women  to  act  as  constables  in  taking  their  own  sex  to  reformatories.  The 
bill  establishing  a  reformatory  for  women  and  girls  in  Western  New  York. 
The  bill  for  the  api)ointincnt  of  women  physicians  in  asylums  (originating  in 
the  Woman's  Union  of  Buffalo).  The  canvass  of  the  county,  both  for  names 
men  and  women  in  favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  striking  out 
the  word  male,  was  carried  vigorously  out,  thousands  of  names  collected. 
12,490  names  were  sent  from  suffragists  of  this  county  to  Albany.  (Of  these 
Mrs.  Elinor  Olin,  of  Sherman,  alone,  secured  1,000  signatures),  besides  2,823 
W.  C.  T.  U.  signatures.  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke's  scheme  to  collect  all  the  tax- 
paying  women's  names,  proved  a  striking  object  lesson  to  doubters  of  the 
rightful  claim  of  the  sex  in  making  this  effort  to  be  recognized  as  citizens  of 
the  State  and  Nation.  According  to  the  tax  lists  of  the  county  for  1893 
there  were  4,627  women  whose  names  appeared  thereon,  and  the  assessed 
valuation  of  their  property,  both  real  and  personal,  amounts  to  $4,618,600. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  are  fully  one-third  as  many  more  whose  names  do 
not  appear  upon  the  tax-rolls  who  own  taxable  property  which  is  assessed  to 
other  persons. 


CHAPTER  LXV.  - 

THE  SWEDES. 
By  Oi.ok  a.  Gibson,  Esq. 

THREE  young  women  from  Sweden  came  to  Jamestown  in  1849. 
They,  are  the  first  actual  Swedish  settlers.  One  of  these  married 
Frank  Peterson,  a  well-to-do  farmer  at  Levant.  Another  became 
Mrs.  Otto  Peterson,  residing  in  Jamestown.  The  third  settled  farther  west. 
It  is  said  that  Samuel  Johnson,  Andrew  Peterson  and  some  others  came  in 
1849;  that  Otto  Peterson,  PVank  Peterson  and  some  others  came  in  1850; 
that  Andrew  P.  Peterson  and  wife  with  others  came  in  185 1  ;  that  Lars  A. 
Johnson,  Nils  J.  Swanson,  Peter  Johnson,  Andrew  Peterson  and  Anna  his 
wife  and  others  came  in  1852.  These  are  some  of  the  first  comers.  They 
passed  through  many  hardships  on  the  way.  They  had  to  cross  the  ocean 
on  sailing  vessels  ;  came  from  Albany  to  Buffalo  by  canal  ;  and  thence  to 
Jamestown  by  ox-carts.  The  writer  has  interviewed  some  twenty  of  these  old 
Swedes.    A  few  of  them  had  some  experience  here  with  sharpers,  who  would 
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now  and  then  refuse  tllem  the  right  diange  and  withhold  expected  wages. 
The  majority,  however,  speak  in  unqualified  high  terms  of  the  generosity  of 
the  Americans  ;  the  names  of  Falconer,  Albert  Jones,  Elijah  Bishop  and 
others  being  very  dear  to  these  early  Swedish  settlers.  The  first  female 
child  of  Swedish  parents  was  born  to  Andrew  Peterson  and  wife  ;  the  first 
male  child,  born  Dec.  29,  1851,  was  Theodore,  son  of  Samuel  Johnson  and 
wife.  The  girl  died  in  infancy,  wliereas  Theodore  is  still  alive,  the  first 
male  vSwede  of  the  second  generation  at  Jamestown. 

TJic  Sivcdish  J/.  E.  CJiurcJi  was  organized  in  November,  1852  ;  the  first 
meeting  being  held  in  June,  1851.  About  this  time  the  inhabitants  at  James- 
town were  a  little  over  2,000.  The  ministers,  with  year  of  coming,  are  :  1852, 
Olof  Gustaf  Hedstrom  ;  1853,  Olof  Hamrin  ;  1855,  J  l^redberg  ;  1859,  vS.  B. 
Nyman  ;  1866,  B.  A.  Carlson;  1869,  James  Ivarson  ;  1872,  M.  Olson;  1875, 

H.  C.  A.  Segerblom  ;  1877,  Alfred  Anderson  ;  1880,  Olof  Gundcrsun  ;  1883, 
Dr.  Win.  Henschen  ;  1884,  Richard  Cederbcrg  ;  1886,  Oscar  F.  L-ndstrom, 
and  1 89 1,  Nels  Eagle.  A  library  w^as  organized  in  1874  by  Conrad  A.  Hult ; 
in  1892  this  had  about  630  volumes.  At  first  a  small  wooden  building  was 
erected,  but  a  few  years  ago  a  larger  edifice  was  secured,  and  recently  this 
has  been  exchanged  for  a  splendid  brick  structure.  It  has  a  seating  capacity 
for  over  700,  and  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  PV)ote\s  Ave.,  and  Chandler  St. 
A  large  parlor  organ  is  used,  with  Miss  Rose  Norquist,  now  married,  as  organ- 
ist. A  choir  of  30  voices  furnishes  the  singing.  The  property  is  worth 
about  $30,000.  The  edifice  contains  many  windows  of  colored  glass,  several 
of  which  are  fine  memorial  windows.  The  active  members  of  the  church 
are  about  350  ;  attendance,  old  and  young,  perhaps  1,000. 

A  Liithcrau  Church  was  organized  by  Swedes  in  1857,  '^^'ith  about  65 
members.  A  wooden  church  was  erected  on  Chandler  St.  in  1866,  and  a  pipe 
organ  bought  in  1871  for  about  $1,500.  There  have  been  8  organists,  the 
present  being  J.  A.  Eckinan.  A  library  was  secured  in  1875,  which  now 
contains  800  volumes.  This  society  is  now  building  a  fine  Medina  sandstone 
edifice  on  its  100x240  foot  lot  on  Chandler  St.  The  property,  with  structure 
completed,  will  be  worth  $60,000.  In  1887  a  part  of  this  congregation  witli- 
drew  and  formed  Emanuel  church.    The  membership  in   1892  was  about 

I,  100  ;  attendants,  old  and  young,  about  2,100.  The  ministers  have  been  : 
Jonas  Svensson  ;  1859,  Jonas  Peterson  ;  1862,  (vacant,)  Stud.  Andrew  Jack- 
son, pastor  A.  Anderson  ;  1864,  ^^^^  Oxxo  Hultgren.  The  last  named  still 
serves  the  congregation  with  tlie  fidelity  of  youth. 

A  Mission  Church  was  organized  in  1879  by  thirty  or  forty  Swedes.  This 
church  has  now  a  fine  wooden  edifice  on  Chandler  St.  It  is  worth  about 
$i2,coo,  with  lot  and  parsonage.  Has  a  seating  capacity  for  900,  a  member- 
ship of  400,  and  an  attendance,  old  and  young,  of  800.  Uses  a  large  parlor 
organ  ;  has  a  fine  choir  of  25  voices  with  J.  A.  Syren,  leader.    Library  (1890) 
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has  250  volnines.  The  IVIission  pastors  have  been  :  1879,  S.  W.  Sundberg  ; 
18S6,  A.  A.  Magiuisson  ;  1888,  J.  ISl.  Ahnstroni. 

A  S7i'('(//s//  JUxplist  Church  was  organized  in  1884  by  about  12  members. 
In  1S92  tliev  were  about  90  ;  old  and  young  perhaps  150.  This  soeiety 
owned  a  small  wooden  meeting  house  on  Institute  street,  but  bought  the 
wooden  chureh  of  the  Methodists,  on  Cliandler  street,  where  they  have  a  seat- 
ing eapacity  for  400.  They  have  a  choir  of  10  voices,  and  use  a  parlor  organ. 
Property  is  worth  about  $5,000.  Pastors  have  been:  1884,  Axel  Vester ; 
1890,  P.  Eljenholm. 

Eniamtel  CliurcJi. — In  1887  about  86  members  withdrew  from  the  Luth- 
eran church  and  organized  the  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  This 
was  done  May  24,  1887.  It  has  now  325  members;  old  and  young  perhaps 
520.  They  own  a  wooden  church  on  East  Second  street.  This  temple  is  to 
be  covered  with  brick  hereafter,  and  has  28  colored  windows,  seats  750  peo- 
ple, has  a  pi])e  organ  and  choir  of  25  voices  ;  A.  C.  Jones,  organist.  A  library 
of  100  volumes  was  procured  in  1891.  The  property  is  worth  about  $22,000, 
including  parsonage.  Pastors:  1887,  Stud.  C.  A.  Hultkrans,  Ernest  Setter- 
strand  ;  18SS,  Ludvig  Holmes  ;  1889,  A.  A.  Magnusson. 

Perhaps  150  vSwedes  belong  to  Jvnglish  churches  in  Jamestown.  The 
church  membership  among  the  Swedes  amounts  to  4,720  at  Jamestown,  or 
thereabouts.  The  total  number  of  Swedes  in  Jamestown  is  estimated  at 
6,500.     This,  however,  includes  tliose  of  the  second  generation. 

The  first  secular  societ\'  among  the  Swedes  at  Jamestown  was  organized 
in  1868,  by  a])OUt  12  vScaudinavians.  It  was  a  literary  and  aid  society,  had 
about  60  members  in  187  i,  and  ended  its  career  about  1872,  many  members 
leaving  for  otlier  parts.     Its  name  was     The  SciDiditiarian  Socivtyy 

The  ^'rivvZ/'v//  Sinoi/io-  Soc  ic/y  //;7?;'7' "  was  organized  in  187 1.  Its 
object  was  singing.  A  small  circulating  library  of  vSwedish  books  was 
lK)Ui;lit  in  1873.  This  librar\-  was  organized  by  the  writer,  and  was  the  first 
of  its  kind  among  the  JSwedes  here.  J.  T.  vSoderhoIni  deserves  much  credit 
for  afterwardN  increasing  the  collection  b\'  aid  from  the  citizens.  In  1877 
the  collection,  then  about  160  x'olmnes,  was  sold  to  Warren  vSwedes  for 
about  $i'")5,  aiid  the  organization  disbanded  in  1S7S. 

'i'lie  sini^ing  society     l-'itju'^  organized  in  1S72  disbanded  in  1874. 

The  Snnid.  7t/tip.  and  Juiuiutli'iit  Society''''  was  organizetl  in  Xo\'ember, 
1872,  by  C.  A.  Hult  and  20  members.  A  circulating  library  was  added  in 
1875,  which  now  consists  of  over  100  volumes.  This  is  a  sick-benefit  society 
which  has  done  much  good  among  its  members.  It  has  paid  about  $12,500 
for  sick  aid  and  ex|)enses.  Membership  in  1892  was  343,  Its  personal  prop- 
erty is  woith  about  $1,150.  It  has  had  no  less  than  14  presidents,  the  first 
being  the  organizer  and  the  present  C.  Adrian  Johnson  (1892). 

The    Fc?it(in  (iiKUiis  "  was,  and  is,  a  military  organization  of  Swedes, 
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effected  1875  by  Capt.  J.  P.  Hollers.  July,  1875,  they  were  76  strong  with 
the  organizer  for  captain,  C.  A.  Hnlt  first  and  F.  I.  Wallin  second-lieutenant. 
In  1879  the  company  had  96  members  and  disbanded  as  a  Swedish  organiza- 
tion 1887-8.  At  this  time  C.  A.  Hult  was  captain,  A.  W.  Ljungberg  first 
and  Gust  F.  Smith  second-lieutenant. 

Th^  ^KS'urdis/i  Goldni  Cross  Quartrttc''  was  organized  1877,  had  ^^^^^ 
members,  gave  a  few  concerts,  and  was  disbanded  the  next  year. 

The  ^""Afuatrur^^  society  organized  1879  was  a  social  club,  had  a  small 
orchestra,  was  ended  1881,  and  had  at  one  time  about  30  members. 

r?^<7  "  was  organized  Dec.  28,  1880,  and  is  Council  No.  375  of  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor."  This  is  a  life-insurance  benefit  order  and  had 
in  1892  about  63  members,  nearly  all  Swedes.  The  order  in  the  United 
States  is  63,000  strong. 

.SV<7;/<y/V7  "  was  organized  June  29,  1883,  by  11  young  vSwedes.  This  is  a 
temperance  lodge,  and  liad,  in  1892  83  meml)ers,  personal  property  worth 
$500,  and  a  fine  hall.  The  order  has  had  18  presidents,  the  first  P.  IM. 
Johnson,  the  present,  the  efficient  temperance  worker,  A.  A.  Anderson. 

Kuic^hts  of  Pythias  "  lodge  248,  was  organized  by  a  few  Swedes  in  1886  ; 
it  has  now  (1892)  about  100  members  and  owns  personal  property  of  $1,000. 
This  order  has  6,000  members  in  this  state  alone. 

" /./;/;/r<7  "  Union  625,  of  the  "  Equitable  Aid  Union  of  America,"  was 
organized  by  40  vSwedes  in  1887;  it  had  in  1892  J  22  members.  This  is 
said  to  be  the  first  Swedish  lodge  in  this  order  in  America. 

'*.VrYV7,"  a  temperance  order,  was  organized  in  1890  by  12  Swedes;  has 
now  about  30  members. 

*'  EvcniiiQ;  Sfary'  a  temperance  order,  was  organized  in  1S91  l)y  1 1  Swedes, 
and  has  now  25  members. 

Piicius^'^^  a  singing  society,  was  organized  in  1891,  and  is  incorporated  ; 
it  has  a  membcrsliip  of  22  ;  leader  C  J.  Berg.  The  society  has  given  several 
successful  concerts. 

CJiaittauqua  Maoiucr  CJior^^  was  organized  by  8  Swedish  singers  in 
June,  1892.  It  is  a  double  quartette  with  J.  A.  Fckman  as  director.  Has 
appeared  on  many  public  occasions  very  successfully. 

The  Swedes  (with  somes  Norwegians  and  Danes)  have  organized  no  less 
than  fifteen  societies  for  various  purposes,  six  of  these  are  now  extinct  and 
nine  living ;  these  nine  societies  had  a  membership  of  over  800  in  1892. 
Space  forbids  extended  comment,  but  these  secular  societies  have  been  a 
source  of  much  good. 

■  Since  1869  Jamestown  has  had  ten  or  twelve  Swedish  manutacturing 
establishments,  of  which  Johnson  tS:  Johnson  (doors  and  blinds)  was  the  old- 
est. Augustus  Johnson  is  one  of  the  most  successful  in  this  venture  among 
113.    The  most  prominent  now  are  the  Lindblad  Bros.  ^|)Co.,  1870;  C.  A. 
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Ahlstrom,  1875  ;  Clias.  J.  Norquist,  1876  ;  A.  C.  Xorquist  &  Co.,  1881  ;  and 
Atlas  Furniture  Co.,  18S3.  These  employ  about  200  men.  vSince  Andrew 
liroekman  started  in  business  (i^rocery)  in  1867,  there  have  been  95  Swede  busi- 
ness men  or  firms  in  Jamestown.  About  1 7  of  these  have  closed  operations,  and 
in  1892  there  were  11  <4roceries,  10  meat  markets,  two  hardware,  one  dry 
<l^oods  store,  and  several  shoe  stores  owned  or  operated  by  vSwedes  ;  also  two 
saloons  and  one  whiskey  store.  Amon;^  the  more  successful  lousiness  men 
ha\'e  been  V.  A.  Thomas,  (deceased)  J.  T.  Soderholm,  IClof  Rosencrantz,  C. 
A.  Ilult,  r)laus  Lundcjuist,  Chas.  }\.  Morse,  A.  J.  Peterson,  C.  A.  Swanson 
and  J.  A.  Iluhpiist,  besides  many  others.  Jnly  9th,  1892,  there  were  twenty- 
three  female  and  seventy-eij^lit  male  clerks  amoniL^  us  at  Janiestow  n,  none  of 
whom  is  more  popular  than  John  WinnberiLj^  and  A.  C.  Anderson.  In  1892 
there  were  two  lawyers,  three  doctors,  six  ministers,  one  dentist  and  one 
specialist  amonj^  the  Swedes.  Of  these  Charles  H.  Anderson,  the  dentist, 
enjoys  a  lucrative  practice,  as  does  also  Fred  R.  Peterson,  the  lawyer.  The 
latter  was  born  January  21,  1854  ;  attended  J.  U.  S.  «S:  C.  I.;  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  1885;  held  the  villag^e  and  city  clerkships  for  five  years  from 
1883  ;  was  elected  supervisor  1892  ;  is  a  fine  lawyer  and  a  <;entleman. 

Rev.  Carl  Otto  Hulti^ren  was  born  Dec.  25,  1832,  in  Hvena  Parish, 
Kalmar  Laen,  Sweden.  Came  to  the  United  States  in  1853,  and  to  James- 
town in  1863.  He  was  ordained  a  Lutheran  minister  in  1864  ;  married  July 
6,  1866  ;  was  called  as  pastor  to  the  first  Lutheran  church  here  in  1864, 
which  position  he  still  occupies,  beinij^  in  1892  the  senior  minister  of  the  city. 

The  specialist  referred  to  is  Charlotte  Ber<^man.  She  was  born  in  Sweden 
in  1850  and  educated  for  a  teacher.  Has  been  twice  married;  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1889  and  to  Jamestown  in  i89r.  Her  taste  lor  medicine 
was  early  develo])ed,  and  she  is  the  discoverer  of  the  ]>acil  Destro)'er  "  and 
"  Lung  Restorer,''  known  extensively  even  in  Europe,  and  she  discovered  a 
liquor  cure  while  in  Sweden.  She  was  the  founder  of  the  sanitarium 
near  Lakewood,  which  lateh'  passed  into  other  hands. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Swedes  who  held  political  oflfices  at  Jamestown 
in  1892:  vSupervisor,  F\  R.  Peterson;  aldermen,  Conrad  A.  Hult,  Chas.  E. 
Morse,  John  C.  Swanson  and  A.  C.  Norquist  ;  chief  of  police,  John  Gelni  ; 
policemen,  Ciust  A.  Falldin,  F^rank  H.  Cransand  Simon  Peterson  ;  constable, 
Chas.  IL  Johnson  ;  assessor,  Oscar  F.  Johnson,  and  member  board  of  educa- 
tion, F^lof  Rosencrantz. 

Education. — Have  the  Swedes  at  Jamestown  forgotten  tlieir  numerous 
schools  at  home?  Have  they  forgotten  to  cultivate  knowledge?  Are  they 
striving  to  acquire  tlie  new  and  current  ideas  in  their  adopted  country?  Let 
us  see.  In  1873  the  first  little  circulating  library  was  organized  in  a  secular 
society  as  we  have  seen  ;  in  1874  the  M.  E.  cliurch  and  A.  W.  Ljnngberg 
started  theirs;  in  1875  the  Lutheran  church  and  Scandinavian  Temperance 
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and  Benevolent  Society  theirs  ;  in  1887  C.  W.  Grip  and  tlie  Emanuel  church 
theirs,  and  in  1890  the  Mission  church  started  tlieir  circulating  library. 
There  were  in  1892  about  2,500  Swedish  (some  En<j;;lish)  books  to  be  loaned 
from  these  libraries.  Amon<;  the  private  collectors  C.  O.  Ilultgren  has  the 
largest  vSwedish  library. 

The  first  Swedish  newspaper  published  at  Jamestown  was  Folkets  Rost  " 
(the  People's  \^oice).  This  venture  was  organized  by  the  writer  in  March, 
1874.  October  14,  1874,  the  first  issue  was  published,  and  every  week  since, 
until  now,  there  has  been  at  least  one  vSwedish  paj)er  issued  at  Jamestown. 
C.  O.  Hultgren,  C.  A.  Mult,  John  Gelm  and  others  were  the  principal  financial 
backers  at  the  beginning.  In  1884  the  paper  changed  name,  and  was  called 
Vart  Nya  Ilem"  (Our  New  Flome).  In  1891  it  was  sold  to  \'art  Land'' 
(Our  Land)  the  i)resent  and  only  vSwedish  i)aper  now  ])ub]islu(l  here.  The 
editors  have  been:  1874  Nordenwall  ;  1875  J.  P.  Hollers;  187O  Albert 
Malm;  1877  J.  F.  Nystrom,  C.  A.  Hult ;  1884  Dr.  Hensclien  and  J.  R  Hal- 
ler  ;  1885  J.  G.  Loungren  ;  1890  A.  J.  Lannes  ;  1891  M.  J.  Englund,  Helge 
Sandberg  and  O.  W.  Anderson.  In  1876  Vinkingen (the  Viking),  a 
small  satirical  paper,  was  issued  for  a  short  time.  In  1886  PVidsbaneret " 
(the  Banner  of  Peace),  a  little  religious  sheet,  was  issued  and  continued  till 
1889.  In  18S8  ''Osterus  Vaktare "  (the  p:astern  Watchman),  a  Lutheran 
organ,  was  issued,  and  was  sold  to  the  present  publishing  company  in  1890. 

Perhaps  in  this  connection  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  for 
about  16  years  or  more,  the  writer  has  taught  Plnglish  and  other  subjects, 
privately,  to  his  countrymen.  The  register  shows  that  since  October  20, 
t88o,  to  October  20,  1892,  nearly  400  students  have  attended.  vSome  of  these 
liave  studied  one  term  (three  months)  and  others  two,  three  and  four.  This 
work  has  been  done  mostly  evenings.  They  have  all  paid  for  their  instruc- 
tion (with  a  few  exceptions).  It  may  be  urged  that  it  is  a  matter  of  necessity  • 
for  them  to  spend  their  time  because  they  are  compelled  to  learn  a  new  lan- 
guage. The  writer  is  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  more  of  a  matter  of  taste 
and  education  from  home  that  causes  them  to  study  after  a  hard  day's  labor. 
At  any  rate  none  of  the  other  citizens  have  shown  the  same  interest  for 
work  of  the  same  nature.  The  catalogues  of  the  public  schools  are  also  well 
speckled  with  Swedish  names. 

Wealth. — We  have  seen  that  there  are  perhaps  100  Swedes  engaged  in 
manufacturing  and  business  enterprises,  the  other  6,000  and  more,  work 
for  others;  work  for  farmers,  merchants,  mechanics,  in  factories.  The 
assessment  roll  for  Jamestown,  coiupleted  May  2,  1892,  shows  that  950 
Swedes  were  taxed  ;  that  they  owned  848  houses,  and  real  estate  of  a  market 
value  of  about  $1,200,000.  This  has  been  accomplished  with  two  empty 
hands.  This  property  has  been  gathered  with  no  other  capital  tlian  health, 
education  and  perseverance  inherited  in  Sweden  of  fair  resourctjs,  utilized  in 
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the  United  States  of  great  resources.  No  further  proof  is  necessary  that  the 
Swedes  are  industrious.  Considering  the  time  and  all  other  circumstances, 
such  as  number,  wages,  etc.,  this  record  stands  unparalleled  in  Chautauqua 
county,  possibly  in  the  state.  It  has  thus  come  to  pass  that  the  Swedes  are 
at  least  one  of  the  causes  that  have  made  Jamestown  the  county  metropolis. 

There  were  nearly  1,416  Scandinavians  registered  in  Jamestown  for  the 
presidential  election  of  1892.  Of  these,  perhaps  fifty  were  Danes,  two  or 
three  Norwegians,  and  the  remainder  Swedes. 

TJic  CHsiarus  AdoIpJtus  Orphanage. — The  Gustavus  Adolphus  Orphans* 
Home  of  the  New  York  Conference,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  was  organized  and 
incorporated  in  18S4.  This  home  takes  orphaned  children,  feeds  them, 
clothes  them,  educates  them  and  sends  them  into  society  at  maturity. 
Though  it  is  a  Lutheran  institution,  many  other  believers  are  its  friends 
and  patrons.  There  were  56  children  here  in  1892.  The  Home  owns  87 
acres  of  land  in  East  Jamestown,  also  a  four-story  brick  building,  barn,  wood- 
shed, etc.,  worth  about  $40,000.  About  $36,000  have  been  received  and 
$34,000  expended  by  this  institution.  Probably  the  most  faithful  worker 
for  this  home  has  been  Aug.  J.  Lindblad.  He  was  born  Dec.  7,  1838,  came 
to  Jamestown  in  1S66,  has  been  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Olof  and  P. 
J.  Berg([uist  since  1870;  was  a  director  in  the  Home  from  18S3  to  1891,  and 
during  all  these  years  served  as  secretary,  and  no  man  knew  his  business  bet- 
ter than  he.  The  superintendents  have  been  :  T.  C).  Linell  ;  1889,  Martin 
J.  Englund. 

T/ic  Xoficrgia/is. — There  are  very  few  Norwegians  at  Jamestown  ;  they  are 
not  over  a  dozen.  John  A.  Hall  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  comer,  and  to-day 
Oscar  O.  Olson  is  the  most  prominent  among  them.  The  latter  was  born  in 
1849,  in  Storhammar,  Norway  ;  came  to  the  United  States  in  1872  ;  worked 
in  a  factor}'  till  1882,  since  which  time  he  has  held  a  position  as  salesman  in 
one  of  the  leading  clothing  houses. 

T/ir  y)(f//(  S. — The  first  Dane  came  here  in  1855,  and  he  was  M.  P.  Jacob- 
son.  The  departed  C.  C.  Peck  was  one  of  the  first,  also.  There  was  a  firm 
of  Danes  who  started  in  business  in  1871,  making  furniture,  but  ceased.  A. 
P.  Olson  iS:  Co.,  1876.  furniture,  are  of  this  nationality.  They  have  a  fine 
factory  and  are  doing  well.  \'ictor  Holmes,  the  temperance  advocate,  is  a 
Dane.  He  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and  has  a  fine  store  on  the 
principal  (Main)  street.  The  Danes  have  no  church,  are  300  or  more  in 
number,  and  in  18S3  organized  the  society  Danmark,"  which  now  has  80 
members.  In  1891  "  Harmonien,''  a  singing  society,  was  organized  by  20 
members.  In  1892  "  Danebrog,''  with  25  members,  was  organized.  As  to 
education,  industry  and  general  good  behavior,  the  Danes  are  not  inferior  to 
the  Swedes.    The  writer  believes  that  the  United  States  have  no  better 
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adopted  citizens  witliin  their  territory  than  tlie  Swedes,  Norwegians  and 
Danes,  commonly  known  as  Scandinavians. 

Tliere  are  i)rol)ably  3,000  Swedes  or  more  in  Chantaut^na  county  outside 
of  Jamestown,  and  all  told  there  are  10,000  in  the  county.  Those  outside  of 
Jamestown  have  settled  principally  in  Ellicott,  Carroll,  Kiantone,  Busti, 
Ellery,  Chautauqua,  Harmony,  Ellington,  Ponifret  and  a  few  other  towns. 
In  1892  the  writer  had  circulars  printed  and  sent  into  every  town  in  the 
county.  Had  responses  been  given  to  the  questions  in  these  circulars  many 
interesting  facts  would  have  been  given.  Only  a  few  responded,  and  these 
have  the  writer's  thanks. 

Ten  thousand  of  the  descendants  of  that  race  that  discovered  America, 
founded  Russia,  conquered  Normandy  and  England,  were  the  last  faithful 
defenders  (under  the  name  of  \'aringians)  of  the  Roman  ICmpire,  who  sacri- 
ficed the  resources  of  their  cold  countries  in  the  "  30  years'  War,"  who 
founded  one  of  the  original  colonies  in  this  republic,  who  are  by  blood  related 
to  the  great  Teutonic  family,  liave  taken  up  their  home  and  abode  in  Chautau- 
qua county.  They  have  left  their  old  homes,  where  few  have  the  say,  for  new 
homes  where  all  have  the  say.  Some  Americans  think  it  wrong  for  them 
to  have  newspapers,  churches  and  societies  among  themselves.  The  answer 
to  them  is,  that  it  is  impossible  to  do  without  either  for  two  generations. 
Education,  habits  and  surroundings  cannot  be  eradicated  or  changed  by  any 
agent  except  time.  Steam  and  electricity  cannot  do  it.  Time  alone  can 
and  is  doing  this  work.  The  Swedes  extend  thanks  to  the  Americans  of 
this  county  for  their  general  good  will  towards  them  ;  and  they  are  gratified 
at  its  general  prosperity,  and  at  the  general  activity,  enterprise  and  sagacity 
of  the  people  living  within  its  boundaries.  And  the  Swedes  are  contented 
to  know  that  they  have  contributed  their  share  toward  the  education  of,  and 
the  general  prosperity  and  welfare  of  Chautauqua  county. 
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CHAPTER  LXVI. 

JAMESTOWN  IN  1 883. 
Bv  C.  R.  Lock  WOOD,  Kso. 

SUBSTANTIALLY  what  Jamestown  was  in  1883  there  are  many  now 
living  wlio  well  remember.  Others  who  participated  in  the  contests 
then  rife  have  passed  hence,  leaving  for  ns  legacies  of  goodwill  and 
fortnnate  example.  Such  men  as  the  Aliens,  Baker,  Barrett,  Hazeltines, 
Barker,  Hall,  and  hosts  of  others  whom  memory  preserves,  did  not  live  in 
vain,  for  their  works  were  fresh  to  the  mind  and  plain  to  the  view.  It  is 
about  impossi].)le  to  accurateh'  describe  Jamestown  at  that  time  ;  but  its 
prominent  features  may  be  so  delineated  that  they  who  then  lived  will 
readily  rceogni/e  the  ])iclure. 

Main  Striu-t. — In  the  fall  of  18S3  Main  street,  from  the  Outlet  north 
to  about  midwa\'  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets,  was  the  principal  busi- 
ness place  of  Jamestown.  Mostly  built  up  with  brick,  it  alTorded  (piite  a 
varietv  of  stores,  olTices  and  other  convenient  places  ;  but  was  already  much 
too  small  for  the  demand,  and  some  of  our  people  had  begun  to  look  for 
other  localities.  The  dry-goods  trade  was  confined  between  Second  and 
Third,  but  our  grocers  were,  some  two  or  three,  doing  business  on  Kast  Sec- 
ond and  Third  streets.  High  rents  had  dri\'en  the  smaller  establishments 
from  Main  street,  and  they  had  located  in  difTerent  parts  of  the  village. 
North  of  the  business  ])laces  referred  to  on  Main  street,  on  either  side  thereof, 
were  residences  of  rather  old  style  built  of  wood,  as  was  also  the  Ivpiscoi)al 
church  on  the  corner  of  I'\)urth  and  Main.  This,  (jur  first  ]Cpisco|)al  church, 
has  recently  Ik-eii  remo\ed  to  make  room  for  the  new  and  elegant  church 
constructed  ])\-  the  generosity  of  the  late  Mrs.  Prendergast.  On  the  o])posite 
side  of  tlie  strec-t,  (»n  the  corner  of  Main  and  Fifth,  once  stood  tlie  old  and 
our  first  Congiegational  church.  Here  was  the  christian  home  cjf  Judge 
Hazeitine  ;  but,  years  ])efore  18S3,  it  had  \  ielded  to  the  ravages  of  time,  and 
the  lot  became  vacant,  ])\\{  since  then  has  been  utilized,  and  now  sup})orts 
the  beautiful  brick  residence  of  Mr.  Oeorge  \V.  Tew,  who  for  some  years  was 
])resident  of  the  City  National  Bank.  ( )pposite  this,  and  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Fast  Fifth  streets,  is  the  site  where  Hon.  Orsell  Cook  and  fiimily 
so  long  lived.  It  subsequently  was  the  property  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Mayhew,  who 
owned  it  in  1883,  and  there  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.    Vuv  this 
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place  wc  liave  a  rcniciiibraiicc  that  cannot  fade  except  throuj^h  the  decay  of 
aj^e  ;  for  therein  we  slumbered  the  first  ni<;ht  of  our  sojourn  in  Jamestown. 
This  was  Auo;ust  24,  1849,  at  which  time  we  fixed  our  home  with  the  then 
lawyer  Cook,  whose  office  we  entered  for  the  pur])ose  of  reading  law.  Rii^ht 
across  Fifth  street,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  ImUIi,  was  tl\e  well-remem- 
bered residence  of  Mr.  I'reeman  ;  and  west  from  tliat,  just  across  Main  street, 
was  the  home  of  our  old  and  faitjiful  printer,  Adolphus  Fletcher  ;  ])ut  this, 
too,  had  been  chanj^ed,  and  in  18S3,  was  occupied  by  a  new  house,  in  which 
the  Lewis  family  then  resided.  Here  Mr.  Ro]:)ert  Lewis  died  several  years 
since  ;  the  place  is  still  held  by  his  survivinj^  widow  and  daughter  for  a  home. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  proceed  further  over  into  the  rei^ions  which  were 
once  familiarly  known  as  "  Africa,"  so  well  rememl)ered  as  bcin<^  a  refuj^e  " 
for  the  black  man  from  the  horrors  of  slavery,  and  a  secret  abidini;  place 
from  the  terrors  of  his  master.  The  nanu;  speaks  its  own  orii^in,  but  has  lost 
its  material  sij^nificance  in  the  triumj)!!  of  freedom  (A'er  slavery  ;  and,  prior 
to  1883,  its  colored  occupants  had  rapidly  vanished.  At  the  time  referred 
to,  old  dilapidated  dwellings  were  making  way  for  new  ones,  while,  as  it 
were,  the  advance  of  civilization  was  converting  hovels  of  poverty  into  man- 
sions of  elegance  and  homes  of  industry. 

In  thus  referring  to  Main  street  as  it  once  was,  we  are  lemindcd  of  the 
old  and  familiar  residence  of  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Ihown.  His  home  was  the 
large  wooden  structure  just  north  of  the  Preiidergast  block.  We  remember 
this  and  the  office  that  stood  near  by,  in  which  this  honored  and  earnest 
friend  to  Jamestown  did  so  much  hard  labor.  "  Wal  and  then,''  we  cannot 
pass  him  by,  for  lie  became  and  will  remain  a  fixture  in  all  we  have.  One 
of  the  solid  blocks  of  Jamestown's  rej)utation,  his  memory  will  live  as  part 
and  parcel  of  its  history.  liefore  i S83  this  home  became  the  property  of 
Dr.  Ormes,  whose  surviving  family  or  estate  still  owns  it.  Many  are  the 
events  and  characters  we  might  refer  to,  to  revive  our  recollections  of  what 
Main  street  used  to  be  ;  but  a  full  and  complete  history  is  not  within  the 
purpose  of  these  remarks,  and  we  leave  its  further  records  of  interest  and 
fading  evidences  of  primitive  reality  to  more  retentive  memory  and  abler 
hands. 

Thiri>  Strkht. — In  the  year  1883  what  is  known  as  West  Third  street, 
which  commences  at  Main,  possessed  no  business  places  sa\e  ;ind  except  the 
Sherman  House  and  i)erhaps  a  small  store  in  the  Prendergast  block. 
Along  westerly  on  the  street  to  the  Lowr\-  House,"  building  had  com- 
menced to  revive  somewhat ;  but  the  residences  were  mostly  of  ancient  styles 
and  manv  vears  old.  The  manv  cliam^es  thereon  wrouijht  during  the  11 
years  last  past  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter.  Hast  Third 
street,  l)eing  the  remaining  part  of  *' Third  "  street,  was  built  up  witli  solid 
brick  to  Pine  street,  and  business  places  had  become  established  on  either 
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side  tliereof.  Where  the  Woocl,rord  block  stands,  just  across  the  alley  from 
M.  L.  Fenton's  block,  was  a  blacksmith's  shop  in  1883,  and  will  be  remem- 
bered as  the  place  of  lousiness  of  Woodford  Sl  Dunn.  Further  east,  but 
adjoinin<i^  the  Woodford  block,  is  what  was  once  known  as  the  Garrity 
property  ;  and  then  conies  the  Horton  block.  On  this  last  named  locality 
once  stood  Allen's  opera  house,"  the  first  opera  house  Jamestown  ever  had. 
Here  was  where  A.  E.  Allen  took  his  early  lessons  in  the  opera  business,  and 
cultivated  his  wonderful  taste  for  shows.  He  was  the  builder  of  this  opera- 
house  and  its  almost  constant  mana<;er  down  to  its  destruction  by  fire.  At 
the  time  referred  to  (18S3)  this  Garrity  and  opera-house  property  was  vacant. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Taft  »S:  Davis  blacksmith  shop  stood  on  the 
corner  formed  by  East  Third  and  Sprin^^  streets,  that  beini;-  the  corner  of  the 
lot  on  which  stood  Allen's  opera  house  "  ;  that  this  shop  was  a  stone  struc- 
ture and  was  destroyed  at  the  time  of  the  burnino^  of  the  opera  house.  The 
Horton  Bros,  block  now  ornaments  this  locality.  Just  across  the  street  and 
on  the  easterly  side  thereof  (the  corner  formed  by  East  Third  and  Sprin^^; 
streets)  stood  the  residence  of  Mr.  ly.  D.  Taft.  This  was  a  small  wliitewood 
dwellinj:!^,  and  therein  Mr.  Taft  and  family  resided  for  many  years.  This 
dwelliui^  yet  remained  in  1883  and  down  to  1890,  when  it  was  removed. 
Passin<(  alon*^  this  street,  we  remember  that  in  1883,  where  now  stands  the 
new  M.  E.  Church,  then  stood  the  former  home  of  Mr.  D.  P.  Wescott  ;  and 
that,  at  the  time  referred  to,  the  M.  E.  church  owned  and  occupied  the  now 
Inde]>en(lent  Congre<^ational  church,  which  stands  in  the  anj^le  formed  by 
East  Second  and  Chandler  streets.  Many  other  old  and  familiar  land  nuirks^ 
might  be  referred  to  for  tlie  purpose  of  callinj^  to  mind  the  actual  situation 
of  East  Third  street  in  1883;  but  which  since  liave  been  so  chan<;ed  that 
memory  hardly  recoi^nizes  them.  ]>elieving-,  however,  that  we  have  suffici- 
enth'  minuted  the  evidences  of  former  days  for  the  purpose  of  this  work,  we 
shall  leave  the  renuiinder  to  individual  recollection,  and  enlarj^^e  our  ])icture 
of  1883  by  references  to  other  parts  of  our  then  villa^^e. 

Si:C()M)  vStki-j;  r,  like  Tliird  street,  is  divided  into  two  parts,  known  as  East 
and  West  Second  streets.  At  the  time  referred  to  West  vSecond  street  was 
mostl)'  built  up,  and  then,  as  now,  extended  only  to  Cherry  street.  ()n 
the  southerl)'  side  of  this  street  was  the  old  and  well  known  residence  .of 
Mr.  Dascum  Allen  and  fainil  w  This  residence  stood  on  a  part  of  the  i^rounds 
now  occupied  by  the  new  Allen  block,"  and  remained  there  until  after  1883, 
when  it  was  remov  ed  to  make  place  for  the  new  block.  On  the  westerly 
side  of  Cherry  street,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  home  referred  to, 
once  stood  the  house  owned  by  Mr.  wSamuel  Barrett.  This  was  an  old  wooden 
building,  at  some  time  painted  white.  This  structure  was  standing  in  1883  ; 
but  since  then  has  been  removed  in  anticipation  of  being  superseded  by 
another  and  better  one.    The  hotel  formerly  known  as  the  ''Jamestown 
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House,"  for  many  years  occupied  the  corner  formed  by  West  Second  and 
Main  streets,  on  the  south  side  of  the  former,  in  1883  it  had  been  abandoned 
as  a  hotel,  but  as  a  landmark  "  of  ancient  days  we  refer  to  it  with  great 
pleasure. 

To  now  look  at  Kast  vSccond  with  a  remembrance  of  what  it  was  in  1883, 
or  thereabouts,  one  would  hardly  recognize  it  as  the  same  ;  and,  with  the 
view  of  more  clearly  seeing  it  as  it  was,  let  us,  so  far  as  possil)le,  forget  its 
present  appearance.  Of  course,  the  old  dilapidated  and  worn  out  'Mhuch 
bl()ck,"  then  stood  where  it  now  docs  and  j)resentcd  externally  about 
the  same  aj)pearance.  Its  rents  have  been  increasing,  while  its  outward 
tumbling  aspect  would  almost  terrorize  any  one  not  familiar  with  its  condi- 
tion. Unequalled  for  business  locality  and  too  i)()or  for  insurance,  this  i)ro- 
perty  afi'ords  a  wonderful  example  of  human  tenacity  to  hold  on  "  so  long 
as  it  pays.  The  old  *'  Tew  block,"  on  the  opposite  corner  of  Main  and  Hast 
Second  streets,  also  renuiins,  as  do  other  brick  buildings,  between  this  block 
and  the  alley  just  east.  Potter's  alley  is  an  aged  landmark.  On  the  north 
side  of  East  Second  street,  east  of  this  alley,  and  between  it  and  the  small 
I>ush  building  on  the  corner  of  Kast  Second  and  Pine  streets,  in  1883  was  a 
row  of  diminutive  wooden  structures,  in  which  was  a  meat  market,  j^riuting 
esta])lishmt'nt,  etc.  These  buildings,  after  two  or  three  unsuccessful  elTorts, 
took  fire  and  burned  down.  The  ju-esent  Push  "  block  was  soon  erected. 
The  opera  house  block,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  was  built  in  18S1, 
on  the  ground  that  years  before  had  been  known  as  the  "mill-house''  lot, 
that  is  a  lot  which  had  for  years  been  occui)ied  by  the  miller  who  attended 
the  gristmill  located  on  P^ast  P'irst  street,  now  (1893)  known  as  "(irandin's 
mill."  Wellington  (jrifTith,  for  many  years  miller  in  this  gristmill,  resided 
in  the  small  white  house  on  this  lot.  We  also  remember  the  board  woodshed 
and  small  garden  just  west  of  the  house.  The  associations  between  this  mill 
and  house  will  remain  in  the  memory  of  many  Jamestowners  while  life  lasts. 
Viewing  this  picture  of  olden  times,  we  behold  on  the  oppos.  side  of  this 
street,  where  now  stands  the  new  Vandergrift  brick  block,  the  former  abode 
Mr.  Dickinson,  who  was  so  long  principal  of  the  Jamestown  academy.  In 
the  year  1883  this  lot  was  about  six  feet  higher  than  the  sm  face  of  the  street. 
It  was  there  where  Mr.  S.  S.  Cady  so  long  lived  and  fiiudly  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Thurston,  who,  in  turn,  sold  to  Ahreus  «S:  Weeks,  through  whose  efforts  the 
present  beautiful  block  was  erected.  We  well  remember  the  tumbling  struc- 
tures on  the  southerly  side  of  this  street  on  easterly  from  Cxron  I>ros.  livery  barn, 
and  also  the  aged  Palmiter  home,  which  occupied  the  corner  of  Second  and 
Spring  streets,  where,  during  the  year  1893  has  been  built  a  sj.acious  brick 
block  of  stores.  And  so  we  might  continue  to  describe  the  former  buildings 
along  this  street,  but  which  have  passed  away  since  1883,  making  room  for 
others.    Indeed,  East  Second  street  has  been  for  several  years  last  past,  and 
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yet  is,  inakinj:^  its  mark  in  tlie  history  of  Jamestown,  not  alone  for  its  increased 
valuations  of  real  estate  but  its  many  new  and  spacious  business  places. 

Brooklyx,  for  many  years  prior  to  1883,  had  assumed  an  encouraging 
aspect,  more  especially  for  manufacturing.  At  that  time,  where  now  stands 
the  new  GitTord  block,  was  the  aged  wooden  Ford  block,  in  which  were  sev- 
eral small  stores  011  the  ground  floor,  and  manufacturing  establishments 
above.  This  building  will  be  remembered  as  the  old  Allen  &  Grandin  " 
,  woolen  factory.  Years  and  years  ago  Augustus  F.  Allen  and  Daniel  H. 
Grandin  operated  this  building  as  their  woolen  factory,  and,  in  connection 
therewith,  had  a  small  boarding-house  that  stood  on  the  ground  now  occu- 
pied by  the  armory.  These  things  were  long  prior  to  1883,  but  we  refer  to 
them  to  arouse  recollections  of  long  ago."  At  the  period  referred  to  (1883) 
the  Warner  block,  standing  near  the  outlet,  and  where  the  Henry  Baker  saw- 
mill used  to  cut  up  logs  into  lumber,  had  not  been  erected.  This  lot  was 
then  vacant,  but,  as  now,  possessed  a  history  replete  with  interest  for  our 
aged  inhabitants.  The  changes  that  have  occurred  within  the  25  years  last 
past  would  constitute  a  lengthy  narrative,  were  they  all  written  out  for 
perusal.  Even  the  memory  of  these  things  photographs  realities  of  other 
days,  that  not  only  awaken  pioneer  respect,  but  brings  unbidden  the  tear  of 
regret  at  time's  unwelcome  flight. 

PiousviLLH,  so  named  for  its  devotional  character,  it  may  be,  or,  as  some 
call  it,  "  Sash  factory,"  possessed  Wilson's  mill  and  office,  Allen,  Preston  & 
Co's  woolen  factory,  Breed  &  Co\s  furniture  shop.  Shaver  <^  HalTs  stave 
manufactory,  and  many  other  smaller  establishments.  At  the  time  referred 
to  Piousville  was  not  a  place  of  very  great  notoriety,  but  was  of  considerable 
note.  In  common  with  other  parts  of  our  village,  it  had  its  ups  and 
downs,"  with  an  occasional  outburst  that  indicated  its  internal  commotion 
for  pre-eminence  in  the  manufacturing  world.    In  speaking  of  the 

lk)ATLAXi)iXG,  we  can  say  it  was  a  kind  of  hiding-])lace  for  our  boys  and 
girls,  and  at  the  time  referred  to,  was  regarded  as  being  rather  out  of  the 
wa}'  for  daily  observation,  exce[)t  during  the  summer  season,  when  the  (Jutlet 
was  active  with  pleasure-seekers,  and  the  boats  made  their  daily  trips  through 
the  Outlet  to  various  places  on  the  lake.  Ihit  little  building  was  going  on 
here  in  1S83,  nor  was  there  any  stir  that  indicatetl  ver\-  ra|)id  advance  in  the 
growth  of  the  \  illage,  or  advance  of  real  estate  in  that  localit)'.  Judge  Mar- 
vin was  still  at  work  on  the  Marvin  IHats,"  lying  on  the  easterl\'  side  of 
the  ( )ntlet,  while  Jones  GiiTord  were  eagerly  striving  to  luring  their  swamp 
lands  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ( )utlet  into  market.  Both  of  these  localities  had 
been  possessed  of*'  hopes  long  deferred,''  but  their  respective  owners  hung 
to  them  with  a  commendable  tenacity,  trusting  to  luck  "  for  reward  of 
long  patience  and  hard  labor.     Indeed,  the    boatlanding  "  was  not  regarded 
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as  a  desirable  place  to  either  live  or  have  business  locations,  for  the  reason 
its  inducements  were  meager  and  prospects  unincourat^in<^. 

DkxTHRVILLK,  then  a  part  of  our  village,  lived  in  anticipation.  It  had 
a  small  store  where  groceries  might  be  had  ;  an  axe-factory,  sawmill,  grist- 
mill, and  one  or  two  other  small  establishments  where  candy  and  trinkets 
were  on  sale.  In  times  past  the  lumber  business  had  given  it  a  growing 
impetus;  but  this  had  ceased  and  in  1883  Dexterville  was  a  quiet  locality. 
There  was  scarcely  any  building  going  on,  and  real  estate  was  very  low  in 
price,  ranging  from  $500  to  $1,000  per  acie.  The  lands  lying  outside  the 
cluster  of  a  few  dwellings,  were  regarded  as  farming  lands,  there  being  no 
sale  for  lots.  We  can  truthfully  say  that  there  was  a  quietus  over  Dexter- 
ville. Passing  on  easterly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  village  we  come  to  Fal- 
coner. Here  was  a  postoffice  and  two  or  three  stores  of  comparatively  small 
importance.  Falconer's  mill  was  here,  and  also  a  place  where  bee-hives 
were  made.  Building  was  of  rare  occurrence,  and,  so  far  as  thrift  was  con- 
cerned, the  place  was  regarded  as  dead.  The  distance  from  Dexterville  to 
Falconer  is  about  i  miles,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  fanning  district, 
waiting  and  praying  for  something  to  turn  up,  nobody  knew  what.  Any- 
thing that  would  give  life  to  the  people  and  inspiration  to  industry,  would 
have  been  acceptable. 


CHAPTER  LXVH. 

JAMESTOWN  STREET  RAILWAY. 

By  C.  R:  Locrwood,  Esq. 

"  N  THE  summer  of  1883  our  local  condition  seemed  favorable  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  street  railway.  'We  were  fairly  prosperous  and  gradually 
, ,  increasing  in  population.  ^Manufacturing  industries  were  on  the  increase 
and  merchandising  holding  its  own.''  Our  religion.'  and  educational 
advantages  were  flourishing;  the  generally  good  condition  of  our  surround- 
ings evidenced  that  we  were  approaching  tlie  time  when  we  should  change 
our  village  for  city  municipality.  Indeed  the  younger  class  oi'  individuals 
was  working  for  this  event,  while  the  older  inhabitants,  feeling  more  the 
effects  of  years  of  industry,  were  content  to  rest  on  their  oars,"  preferring 
to  live  and  srr  rather  than  to  f/o.  Wc  had  those  who  yet  remembered  our 
pioneer  industry,  with  some  of  whom  there  was  a  kind  of  penurious  economy 
which  obstructed  progress  and  was  characterized  **  old-fogy  ism."  There 
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were  others  who  could  not  endure  neighborly  prosperity  and  would  shut 
tlieir  eyes  to  all  things  that  did  not  contribute  to  tlieir  advantage,  while  a 
few  others  yet  lived  who  were  disposed  to  grumble  "  at  every  stroke  of 
advancement  that  incurred  expense,  or  seemed  to  pave  the  way  to  municipal 
enlargement.  In  the  main,  however,  our  people  were  full  of  enterprise,  and 
preferred  to  go  ahead  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  warranted  ;  and  were  ready 
to  welcome  any  movement  freighted  with  benefits  and  tliat  promised  success. 

The  idea  of  a  street  railway  had  years  before  been  suggested,  and  ineffec- 
tual efforts  made  to  start  one  ;  but  the  right  force  had  not  yet  seized  the 
'  helm  of  progress,  and  time  dragged  along,  laden,  as  it  were,  with  a  kind  of 
guaranty  tliat  at  some  time  in  the  indefinite  future  it  would  be  accom- 
plished. Among  tis  v/cre  also  men  who  realized  the  importance  of  this 
work  ;  and  local  pride,  stimulated  by  a  kind  of  jealousy  at  the  success  of 
others,  was  spurred  on  with  the  resolution  that  if  ever  the  proper  time  did 
come  the  effort  would  be  made.  Our  best  citizens  really  believed  that  in 
the  accomplishment  of  siicli  an  enterprise  JauR-stown  would  l)e  greatly  bene- 
fited. In  the  latter  part  of  July,  1883,  the  writer  chanced  to  nieet  Messrs. 
John  T,  Wilson  and  Charles  L.  Jeffords,  men  connected  with  Jamestown\s 
industries,  on  the  south  side  of  East  Second  street,  not  far  west  of  the  new 
opera  house  block,  and  accosted  them  witli  :  How  about  our  street  railroad  ? 
Then  and  there  occurred  a  conversation  which  resulted  in  an  arrangement 
b\-  which  certain  others  were  to  be  seen,  and  all  to  meet  on  the  next  Satur- 
day evening  in  Lockwood's  law  office  in  the  opera  house  block,  com[)are 
notes  and  go  ahead  if  things  lci>oked  favorable.  This  meeting  was  held  as 
arranged,  and  everything  seeming  well,  articles  of  incorporation  were  pre- 
pared, dated  August  i,  1883,  and  subsequently  signed  by  the  re(|uisite  13, 
and  on  August  25th,  1883,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in 
Albany,  and  thereupon  was  incorporated  Jamestown's  first  street  railway 
company.  The  13  directors  were:  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  Lucius  H.  Warner, 
Charles  L.  Jeffords,  Willis  Tew,  Jolm  T.  Wilson,  Oscar  E.  Price,  Winfield  S. 
Cameron,  Frank  E.  Cjifford,  Wm.  C.J.  Hall,  Orsino  E.  Jones,  John  Langford, 
Robert  Xewland  and  Wm,  T.  Falconer,  all  residents  of  Jamestown,  except 
Mr.  Falconer  who  resided  at  Falconer."  The  name  adopted  was  the 
''Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company."  A  narrow  guage  was  agreed  u])on, 
and  the  route  was  to  commence  at  or  near  the  railroad  crossing  at  b'alconer, 
and  from  tlience  continue  westerly  to  the  boatlanding,  round  by  Steele  street, 
through  I>rooklyn  to  and  along  Winsor  street,  and  there  intersect  with  tlie 
East  Second  street  line,  the  whole  distance  being  about  six  miles.  Tliese 
routes  have  been  retained,  except  that  West  First  was  changed  for  West 
Second  street.  At  no  place,  except  going  to  Falconer,  did  the  line  of  the 
road  extend  beyond  the  village  limits.  The  capital  stock  agreed  upon  was 
550,000  to  be  divided  into  1,000  shares  of  ^50  each,  and  the  length  of  the 
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charter  99  years.  964  shares  of  the  stock  were  readily  taken,  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  directors  for  organization  was  held  at  C.  R.  Lockwood's  office  on 
the  evening  of  Angust  25th,  1883.  Ex-Gov.  R.  E.  Fenton  was  cliosen  tem- 
porary chairman,  and  Ourself  secretary.  After  tlie  necessary  preliminaries 
were  arranged  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  first 
year,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  John  T.  Wilson  for  president,  Chas.  L. 
Jeffords  for  vice-president  and  John  Langford  for  treasurer.  Ourself  was 
appointed  secretary  and  attorney  and  Geo.  \V.  Jones  engineer.  Thus  organ- 
ized, the  announcement  was  made  through  our  local  prints  and  otherwise, 
that  Jamestown  proposed  to  have  a  street  railroad. 

Down  to  this  time  the  quiet  manner  in  which  things  had  been  kept  had 
afforded  but  little  information  as  to  what  was  going  on.  Some  objected  to 
this  secrecy,  claiming  that  a  mass-meeting  ought  to  have  been  called  and  all 
our  people  invited  to  participate,  but  the  result  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
course  pursued,  and  now  every  thing  being  ready  all  persons  were  invited  to 
join.  As  usual  there  were  suspicions  of  corporate  aggrandizement  by  per- 
sons who  seemed  to  fear  the  whole  of  Jamestown  was  to  be  gobbled  up  " 
by  these  railroad  sharks,"  and  some  fancied  they  knew  of  two  or  three  of 
the  directors  who  would  make  of  this  scheme  a  kind  of  claptrap  "  into 
which  the  innocent  would  tumble  greatly  to  their  detriment.  As  an  excuse 
for  not  taking  stock  and  to  bolster  up  personal  penuriousness,  this  might  be 
talked,  but  sensible  persons  were  not  captured  by  it  and  with  but  little  oppo- 
sition progress  was  made.  Things  soon  assumed  their  proper  level,  and  the  peo- 
ple at  large  were  pleased  at  the  idea  that  we  were  to  be  blessed  with  this 
street  convenience.  When  they  considered  the  men  who  had  hold  of  it  (than 
whom  no  better  could  be  found),  and  that  their  whole  interests  were  in  the 
prosperity  of  Jamestown,  the  better  element  ruled  the  day,  and,  knowing  the 
dispositions  and  financial  ability  of  these  directors,  the  honest  and  thought- 
ful set  it  down  as  a  foregone  conclusion  that  a  railway  having  been  resolved 
upon,  //  would  be  built. 

On  further  consideration  it  was  believed  that  the  gauge  was  too  narrow 
and  the  capital  stock  too  small,  and  the  wide  gauge  was  chosen  and  the  stock 
fixed  at  $100,000.  To  accomplish  this  new  articles  of  incorporation  were 
drawn  up,  signed  and  filed  October  18,  1883.  At  a  meeting  of  the  directors 
the  next  evening  the  old  corporation  was  dissolved,  and  a  reorganization  had. 
Every  thing  that  had  been  done  by  way  of  contemplated  work  and  pre[)ara- 
tion  was  ratified  by  the  company,  so  that  nothing  was  lost  from  the  change. 
The  same  officers  were  continued  and  subscription  books  were  opened.  Our 
office  had  been  made  the  office  of  the  company,  a  corporate  seal  was  ordered, 
and  an  air  of  business  was  evidenced.  Under  the  law  it  was  necessary  to 
secure  the  written  consent  of  the  owners  of  the  majority  valuation  of  land 
along  the  proposed  routes,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public  highway  authority 
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in  both  village  and  town,  in  order  to  vest  in  the  corporation  the  right,  or 
franchise,  to  operate  a  railway  along  our  streets  and  highways.  By  vigilant 
efibrt  this  was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  proper  consent  and  papers  placed 
on  file  in  our  county  clerk's  ofiice.  But  slight  objections  were  made  to  grant- 
ing consent,  except  that  occasionally  some  one  desired  a  free  pass  for  himself 
and  family  in  consideration  of  the  right  to  cross  his  lands.  These  privileges 
could  not  be  given,  and  the  franchises  were  obtained  without  them.  The 
season  was  too  far  advanced  to  think  of  laying  any  track  that  fall,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  commence  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring.  During  the  inter- 
mediate time  things  progressed  finely,  the  people  were  anxious  for  the  work, 
and  great  expectations  were  based  upon  the  operations  of  the  road.  It  was 
creditable  and  is  worthy  of  remembrance  that  our  local  journals  did  all  in 
their  power  to  encourage  this  enterprise,  nor  was  it  until  after  the  company 
had  secured  a  substantial  position,  and  was  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
financial  profits  would,  in  part  at  least,  afford  rewards  for  outlays  made,  that 
an  opposition  appeared. 

The  compajiy  was  now  an  established  entity,  the  owner  of  valuable  fran- 
chises, which  it  proposed  to  operate  and  use  for  public  and  private  benefit, 
and  began  to  look  around  for  some  one  to  engineer  the  work.  April  i8, 
1884,  it  was  decided  to  first  lay  the  track  along  the  route  commencing  at  the 
intersection  of  Chandler  with  East  Second  street  (near  the  I.  C.  church)  and 
proceed  from  thence  along  tlie  street  to  the  l)oatlanding,  without  definitely 
determining  how  or  where  the  company  would  get  west  of  I'airmount  hill. 
Before  this,  one  Henry  McHenry,  of  Horseheads,  had  been  solicited  to  take 
charge  of  the  work,  and  an  agreement  was  made  with  him  to  do  so  by  the 
day  on  or  about  April  21,  18S4,  and  arrangements  were  so  perfected  that 
work  actually  commenced  at  the  place  determined  upon  on  or  about  Ma\'  2, 
18S4.  The  height  of  and  dilhculty  in  passing  over  Fairmount  hill  induced 
the  arrangement  to  run  around  it.  To  accomplish  this  certain  lands  were 
purchased  from  Mrs.  Stella  Lowry,  and  other  parcels  were  donated  by  Hon. 
R.  P.  Maryin  and  John  Langford.  Having  these  lands  it  was  thought  pru- 
dent and  generous  by  the  company,  that  the  public  should  have  the  right  of 
travel  around  the  hill,  and  with  the  view  of  thus  acconnnodating,  it  was  sug- 
gested and  the  company  agreed  tliat  a  highway  might  be  laid  out,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  so  doing  a  jury  was  called  on  to  examine  the  way  and  report. 
After  an  exan.iination  of  the  route  the  jury  decided  against  the  application, 
and  thus  defeated  it  to  the  disappointment  of  the  masses.  It  afterwards  be- 
came quite  evident  that  spite  "  against  the  railway  company,  and  not  public 
consideration,  probably  determined  the  impropriety  of  their  opening  a  highway. 
It  is  now  conceded  that  a  nice,  wide  thoroughfare  in  this  level  locality  would  be 
of  usefulness  to  the  city  and  public.  This  result,  although  different  from 
what  the  directors  expected,  has  proven  fortunate  for  the  company,  as  the 
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locality  has  been  and  yet  is,  under  its  control,  without  hij^hways  to  keep  in 
repair,  horses  to  kill,  or  vehicles  to  break. 

Prior  to  this  time,  director  Wui.  C.  J.  Hall  had  been  instructed  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia  and  contract  for  cars,  iron,  etc.,  and  March  22,  1884, 
he  reported  that  he  had  contracted  for  four  cars,  includinj^  one  actually  pur- 
chased for  $440.  A  resolution  was  passed  directinc;-  Mr.  Hall  to  complete 
the  purchase  for  the  whole  number,  two  to  be  each  twelve  feet  in  length. 
April  18,  1884,  Mr.  Hall  reported  that  he  had  complied  with  iheir  recjuest 
and  the  cars  were  to  be  fitted  uj)  and  in  readiness  in  the  early  part  of  the 
next  June.  It  was  at  this  mectin<;  of  March  22,  that  the  first  call  for  (10  per 
cent.)  of  the  stock  subscriptions  was  made. 

P>y  this  time  the  Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company  "  had  ^rown  to  be  a 
thing  of  substance.  It  had  its  franchises,  work  was  well  begun,  material  outfit 
had  been  purchased  and  actual  arrangements  made  for  operation.  The  work 
around  Fairmount  was  vigorously  pushed  and  the  track  laid  along  West  and 
East  Third  street,  so  that  June  19,  1884,  the  first  horse-car  drawn  by  one 
span  of  horses,  was  run  from  the  Sherman  House  to  the  Boatlanding.  This 
car  was  filled  with  the  directors  and  invited  guests.  The  running  of  street 
cars  in  Jamestown,  thus  dates  from  June  19,  1884,  an  event  memorable  in 
its  history  ;  and  one  that  in  after  years,  when  tlie  then  and  now  living  shall 
have  passed  hence,  will  be  referred  to  as  tlie  culmination  of  resolution,  per- 
severance, and  hard  work  in  substantiated  success.  Then  was  the  company 
congratulated,  and  Jamestown,  as  never  before,  elated  over  what  prophesied 
in  the  indefiniteness  of  time  to  reward  in  many  fold  for  all  anxiety  and 
expense.  True  there  was  no  firing  of  cannon  or  loiui  speeches,  but,  in  the 
silent  meditation  of  the  public  heart,  our  worthy  men,  who  had  seized  upon 
and  pushed  to  comparative  success  this  enterprise,  were  the  objects  of  unex- 
pressed gratitude  and  unnumbered  thanks.  From  that  day  Jamestown  has 
had  its  street  cars  and,  with  slight  exceptions,  public  and  private  wants  have 
been  reasonably  accommodated. 

At  the  election  of  directors  for  the  second  year  there  was  but  a  slight 
change,  the  old  ones,  except  Robert  Newland,  Willis  Tew  and  C.  L.Jeffords, 
being  retained  and  J.  H.  Clark,  R.  N.  \Marvin  and  A.  N.  Broadhead  substi- 
tuted in  their  places.  October  16,  1885,  the  number  was  reduced  to  7  and 
that  year  but  7  were  elected,  which  number  has  since  been  retained.  From 
the  commencement  of  operation,  the  efTect  upon  our  village  was  very  per- 
ceptible. On  the  proposed  routes,  especially  where  cars  run,  the  rise  of  real 
estate  was  evident,  and  building  to  quite  an  extent  was  visible.  This  was 
more  particularly  the  case  outside  the  business  streets,  as  access  to  and  from 
homes  was  made  convenient  by  the  cars.  As  time  passed  on  and  the  effects 
were  noticed  from  year  to  year,  it  became  apparent  that  prices  of  land  were 
more  favorably  affected  away  from  our  main  streets  than  in  their  immediate 
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vicinity,  as  these  distant  places  had  been  brought  into  demand  because  of 
the  ready  access  by  the  street  cars.  Homes,  too,  at  considerable  distances 
from  places  of  trade  lying  on  these  lines,  could  be  procured  at  comparatively 
small  prices,  thus  enabling  traders  to  devote  more  of  their  means  to  their 
business.  This  convenience  also  brought  us  in  close  connection  with  our  lake 
trairic,as  never  l)efore  our  steaniboats  and  land  transporation  were  nuule  a  single 
and  continuous  line.  In  fact  this  railway  traffic  began  and  has  continued 
to  weave  its  threads  of  help  and  convenience  into  the  business  operations  of 
Jamestown  to  that  extent  that  we  are  unable  to  measure  the  worth  of  the 
enterprise,  except  possibly  by  contrasting  the  present  from  what  we  may 
reasonabl}-  suppose  we  should  have  been  without  it. 

At  the  legislative  session  of  1S85-6,  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the 
city  of  Jamestown,  the  first  municipal  election  to  be  held  in  April,  1886. 
The  village  had  been  governed  by  six  trustees,  but  this  change  substituted  a 
common  council,  composed  of  a  mayor  and  ten  aldermen.  In  the  transition 
from  village  to  city  the  rights  of  the  company  remained  undisturbed.  At 
this  time  about  four  miles  of  track  had  been  laid,  over  which  the  cars  were 
regularly  run.  *  The  Sherman  House  had  become  the  principal  transfer  point 
on  the  road,  and  the  traffic  in  that  locality  had  so  increased  it  was  actually 
necessan'  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  people  that  a  switch  shouUl 
be  laid,  and  the  diiectois  regarding  it  as  of  their  right  to  so  do,  April  16, 
1886,  ordered  one,  to  extend  eastwardly  from  Cherry  to  Main  street,  to  be 
located  south  of  the  then  present  track.  At  this  time  our  village  had  become 
a  city,  with  Oscar  F.  Price,  former  director  of  the  company,  mayo^,  and  the 
required  number  of  aldermen,  who  constituted  its  local  authority.  This 
action  was  regarded  by  the  council  as  an  infringement  upon  pul:!ic  rights, 
and  proceedings  were  initiated  to  prevent  the  laying  of  the  '  Sherman 
switch/'  and  then  commenced  a  railroad  war  which  created  considerable 
disturbance.  vSuffice  it  to  say  the  ''switch  "  lived,  and  became  an  indispens- 
able link  in  railway  traffic,  remaining  until  a  double  track  was  constructed 
along  West  Third  street.  Thus  admonished  the  company  appreciated  the 
fact  tliat  it  liad  a  new  body  tu  deal  with,  and  must  be  cautious  as  to  ''  whose 
toes  Were  trod  upon."  The  council,  also,  were  admonished  that  the  railway 
IkuI  come  to  stay  ;  and  thus,  each  growing  suspicious  of  the  other,  res]>ective 
rights  were  w. itched  with  special  care. 

Mr.  Wilson  remained  president  for  two  years,  during  most  of  whicli  time 
he  acted  as  sTiperintendent.  October  26,  1885,  Iiis  office  terminated,  and 
Robert  X.  Marvin  was  chosen  to  nil  the  vacancy.  The  board  reluctantly 
relie\ed  Mr.  Wilson,  and  when  it  did  so,  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  him  for  liis  faithful  service.  -  Mr.  Marvin  held  the  office  to  April 
10,  1886,  wlu  n  he  resigned  and  J.  B.  Ross  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
Mr.  Ross  was  acting  as  president  during  the  ''switch  "  controversy,  and  thus 
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continued  until  November  26,  1889, when  director  A.  N.  Broadhead  was  elected 
president,  which  office  he  lias  since  lield.  The  olTices  of  vice-pre.-'ident  and 
treasurer  were  respectively  occupied  by  difTcrent  i)ersons,  L.  R,  Warner  beinj^ 
the  last  vice-president  and  Shelden  B.  Broadhead  the  last  treasurer,  both  of 
whom  yet  remain  in  office.  Ourself  remained  secretary  down  to  about  1890, 
and  to  the  present  we  have  been  the  attorney  and  counsel  of  the  company. 
The  organization  has  been  kept  in  substantial  order  ;  nor  has  there  ever 
been  any  lagging  in  the  performance  of  duty.  Perfect  harmony,  with  a  slight 
exception,  has  ever  existed.  In  October,  1883,  Mr.  Wm.  Broadhead  was 
chosen  director,  and  in  November,  1890,  Mr.  Shelden  P>.  Broadhead.  Down 
to  this  time  the  management  of  the  road  has  been  under  an  almost  unbroken 
direction,  and  nearly  all  of  the  present  members  of  the  board  were  among  the 
corporators. 

Electricity  had  been  and  was  making  rapid  strides  towards  supplanting 
animal  as  motive  power  on  street  railways;  and  the  uneven  condition  of  our 
routes  and  seeming  apj)ropriateness  of  its  application  to  this  service,  induced 
the  Jamestown  company  to  make  the  change.  It  was  well  understood  that 
this  change  would  be  attended  with  heavy  expense,  and  that  he,  or  they,  who 
assumed  the  work,  must  do  so  with  a  firmness  that  should  know  no  retreat- 
ing, as  success  would  depend  upon  the  strength  that  should  shoulder  the 
responsibility.  The  situation  was  peculiar.  While  the  company  had  per- 
served  with  wonderful  energy,  and  was  substantially  fortified  with  financial 
strength,  its  investments  were  many  thousands  ;  but  the  j^rofit  from  opera- 
tion had  not  yet  reached  a  paying  basis.  At  this  time  it  had  on  hand  13 
horse-cars  and  42  horses  ;  but  about  four  miles  were  in  nnining  order  ;  horse 
barn  and  other  necessaries  in  good  condition.  Its  capital  stock  had  become 
largely  invested  and  the  road  was  incumbered  by  several  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. The  proposed  change  would  work  a  great  revolution,  and  the  then 
uncomprehended  new  equipments  to  be  obtained  would,  of  necessity,  cost  a 
large  amount  of  money,  at  that  time  incapable  of  estimation.  The  question 
as  to  who  would  undertake  this  responsibility  was  difficult  of  solution,  but 
that  the  party  or  parties  willing  to  do  so,  thereby  staking  financial  fortunes, 
and,  through  the  problems  of  the  effort,  life's  energies,  would  have  to  be 
armed  with  uncommon  courage.  To  continue  horse-power  was  out  of  the 
question.  The  cable  system  had  been  investigated  and  decided  against,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  no  other  course  than  for  some  one  to  make  this  venture, 
trusting  to  the  fortunes  of  war"  for  the  outcome.  The  enterprise  was 
emphatically  of  home  creation  and  to  this  time  had  there  been  fostered  and 
maintained.  To  now  solicit  foreign  assistance  to  come  in  and  confiscate  the 
corporation  was  an  unwclcomed  consideration,  and  the  people  had  great  pride 
in  having  it  retained  as  a  domestic  entity.  William,  Shelden  B.  and  Almet 
N.  Broadhead,  comprising  the  firm  of  Wm.  Broadhead  &:  Sons,  were  residents 
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of  and  leading  manufacturers  of  our  city.  Here  they  had  gained  large  means 
and  substantial  reputations  as  citizens  and  business  men.  They  were  men  of 
energy  and  integrit\'  and  ])ossessed  the  C()mnienda])le  qualification  of  having 
made  a  success  of  their  own  business.  Tliey  were  already  interested  in  the 
company  as  stockholders  and  two  of  them  as  members  of  the  board  of  direct- 
ors, Alniet  X.,  also  being  president  of  the  company.  They  resolved  to  under- 
take this  work,  the  younger  son,  Almet,  to  assume  personal  charge  of  the 
labors,  and  push  ahead.  In  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  company,  its 
capital  stock  was  increased  from  $100,000  to  $250,000,  and  the  stock  sub- 
scriptions were  so  concentrated  as  to  contribute  to  the  greatest  good.  Though 
extensive  street  extensions  were  in  view,  the  proposition  was  at  first  to  apply 
for  the  privilege  of  changing  the  motive  power  on  the  franchises  already 
owned  by  the  compau)-,  over  the  streets  and  ways  named  in  its  charter.  As 
the  law  then  existed  the  consent  of  local  highway  authority  was  not  neces- 
sary to  authorize  tliis,  only  that  of  tlie  owners  of  a  majority  valuation  of  the 
land  lying  along  the  route,  and  of  the  board  of  railway  commissioners  of  the 
state.  This  was  not  only  enunciated  by  statute,  but  had  been  so  decided  by 
our  courts.  To  perfect  new  extensions  consent  of  local  authority  must  be 
obtained  in  addition  to  the  former,  not,  however,  for  change  of  motive  power, 
but  for  grant  of  the  franchise  to  run  along  the  newly  obtained  highways. 

Sometime  prior  to  September  22,  1890,  President  Broadhead  called  at  our 
office  and  instructions  were  given  to  proceed  to  accomplish  the  desired  change 
of  motive  power,  whereupon  consent  papers  "  were  drawn  and  circulated 
among  the  land  owners,  which  were  readily  signed  and  the  required  majority 
obtained.  With  these  in  our  pocket  September  22,  1890,  we  appeared  before 
our  common  council,  and  presented  a  petition  from  said  company,  which, 
among  other  things,  after  setting  forth  the  incorporation,  said  : 

The  inotivf  jKuvxr  co!UcinpL.tc<l  iii  siicli  iiicurporation  was  lu>rs«.-  or  animal  j)u\v«.'r  which,  at  the  time  ol 
incori)(>ratii)n  was  nn»t  coiniiKHily  vistd  in  mir  state  and  comilry  for  such  piirimsts  ;  luit  that  tliirin^  tJie  7  or  8 
years  intervcniii).:,  woiulerful  improvements  liave  heeji  discovered  and  devised,  whereby  the  old  power  has 
become  secondary  ;  and  in  the  practical  operation  of  street  railways,  electricity  has  already  assumed  the 
front  rank.  Indeed,  it  is  astonishing^  how  rapidly  the  book  of  nature,  unfolded  by  the  skill  and  genius  of  the 
Imman  brain,  has  been  and  is  revealinij  the  unmimbtred  j)owers  and  agtncies  so  generously  ami  kindly  pro- 
vided for  us  ;  and  MO  one  department  of  this  store  luuse  of  wonders  has  yielded  j^reater  rewards  than  electri- 
city. In  its  ailaptation  to  the  demands  and  conveniences  of  tlie  pco])le,  we  find  it  supplantin^i  both  water  and 
steam.  Turjiin^  our  eyes  to  the  workinj,'  problems  of  the  world,  electricity,  in  bein^^  harnessed  to  the  uses  of 
man,  is  made  to  illumine  the  dark  corners  of  the  earth  as  it  mi^ht  lighten  our  streets  and  liighways.  Even 
that  wonder  of  the  world,  Nia^'ara.  is  converted  itito  a  lii(htin«  and  ix)wer  jilant  which  may  assume  to  operate 
the  universe,  i!  not  compete  witli  the  Almighty.  No  wonder  that,  midst  the  light  ami  power  of  such  help, 
pommelletl  horse-flesh  rejoices,  and  the  driver  and  "gad"  are  rapidly  becoming  obsolete,  .soon  to  take  their 
places  among  the  curiosities  of  the  age.  When  w  e  realize  that  by  this  change  the  traveling  public  will  be  l>et- 
ter  accommodated,  Kuh  in  speed  and  comfort,  that  we  get  rid  of  constant  accumulations  of  filth;  that  our 
achings  for  over-worked,  over-loadctl  and  maltreated  horses  will  vanish  in  the  arrangement,  that  other  benefits 
your  honors  can  well  comprehend  will  follow,  we  can  but  favor  a  shifting  so  freighted  with  substantial  lielps. 
In  the  accomiilishment  of  all  this,  no  single  imlividual  can  pilfer  all  praise  ;  but  men,  women,  city  and  people 
shall  share  the  honors;  and  the  manor  men  who.  corporation  or  Common  Council,  grasps  the  opportunity, 
and,  with  firnuios,  i)erseverajice  an<l  honorable  conduct,  shall  press  it  to  a  success,  will  be  respected  by  the 
present,  gratt  fully  remembered  by  posterity,  and  make  for  himself,  themselves,  or  itself  a  record  that  shall 
mark  a  menu>rable  era  in  the  advance  of  our  beaiitiful  and  enterprising  municipality.  The  tindersigned  be^ 
leave,  aHho\ii;h  it  ju.iy  i\<  t  be  ^t^il■t!y  neces'-.iry  in  the  law,  to  ask  your  coiis<  tit  tt.  its  change  of  suotive  p<»wer 
from  animal  to  t  led i  irity,  to  the  «  xlt  ut  of  its  chai  teted  right  Jind  UnW  in  use  by  it. 


Jamp:stown. 


763 


At  the  snofgestion  of  our  railroad  coniniissioners  and  by  tlie  nnaniinous 
approval  of  our  board  of  directors,  this  course  was  adopted  with  the  belief 
that  by  so  doing  harmony  between  council  and  company  would  be  main- 
tained, but,  misunderstanding  the  intention  of  the  company,  and  assuming 
it  acted  from  legal  necessity,  the  council  seized  upon  the  opportunity  to 
impose  exactions  upon  the  corporation,  which  were  new  and  unauthorized, 
such  as  reduction  of  fare,  compensation  for  the  privilege  of  changing  motive 
power  and  limitation  of  right  to  20  years.  This  petition  was  received  and 
referred  to  a  committee  to  consider  and  report,  and  the  meeting  adjourned  to 
Sept.  30,  1890,  when  it  met  and  made  a  report  favoring  the  change,  but 
attaching  to  the  consent  such  conditions.  After  much  labor  an  agreement 
was  reached,  whereby  the  company  promised  to  reduce  its  fare  during  cer- 
tain hours  of  the  day  to  three  cents  for  th.^  benefit  of  our  working  people. 
An  adjournment  was  then  taken  to  Oct.  6,  1890,  to  perfect  the  matter,  but, 
before  this  time  arrived,  many  of  our  councilmen  had  gone  to  visit  railways 
in  distant  cities,  and  not  returning  in  time  for  the  meeting,  the  Mayor,  fear- 
ing this  might  become  substantial  law,  vetoed  the  resolution  of  agreement, 
acting  as  he  claimed,  from  an  understandiirg  had. 

Thus  it  was,  everything  was  afloat,  and,  when  the  parties  again  came 
together,  which  was  on  Oct.  13,  1890,  there  was  a  bedlam  of  opinion  and 
suggestions  which  evidenced  tliat  our  petition  had  fallen  'midst  combust- 
ible material  that  had  ignited  and  the  flames  were  spreading.  Outside 
opposition  to  the  company  was  apparent ;  and  that  certain  members  of  the 
council  at  least  sympathised  in  this  feeling,  was  evident  from  the  votes  they 
gave.  Xo  compromise  could  be  reached  at  this  meeting,  and  the  company 
believing  local  consent  not  necessary,  withdrew  the  application  with  notice 
it  would  be  continued  before  the  state  railroad  commissioners.  Procrastina- 
tion a}>peared  to  be  a  material  element  of  the  opposition,  a  reason  for  which 
appeared  when  the  fact  came  to  light  that  a  man  named  Newcomer  had  been 
in  our  midst  for  some  time,  and,  with  the  aid  of  certain  citizens,  including 
some  of  the  members  of  our  common  council,  was  struggling  to  create  a  new 
railway  company  in  order  to  compete  with  the  old  company  for  the  street 
franchises  in  our  city.  Who  this  stranger  was  can  be  learned  from  the 
Monn'jitr  Ncics  of  Oct.  14,  1890,  which  said  : 

I.  W.  Newcomer,  of  Willouj^liby,  Oliio,  is  in  tlie  city,  and  is  preparing  to  make  a  proposi- 
tion lor  an  electric  street  railway  franchise  whenever  the  common  council  is  prepared  to  comply 
%vith  the  law  and  afford  liim  an  opportunity.  He  is  representing  a  syndicate  of  gentlemen  who 
are  investing  in  this  ki»id  of  enterprises,  and  intimates  that  they  will  be  willinj^  to  j^ay  a  consid- 
eraV)le  sum  of  money  for  the  right  to  use  our  streets.  A  little  time  in  which  to  give  this  matter 
a  little  attention  should  be  demanded  by  those  who  are  free  to  act  like  men  on  ])ublic  quejitions. 

The  News  of  October  11,  1890,  had  preceded  the  above  as  follows  : 
In  Our  Hands  !    Time  with  its  change  of  circumstances  has  practical!}'  brought  back  to 
the  citizens  of  this  city  the  right  to  the  street  railway  franchises  ;  for  while  it  is  true  that  the 
Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company  has  a  long-time  franchise  for  a  horse-power  line,  it  cannot 
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afford  to  operate  it  in  competition  with  an  electric  line,  and  in  spite  of  its  bluff,  it  cannot  change 
its  motive  power  without  the  consent  of  the  common  council  and  approval  of  the  mayor. 

Being  thus  warned  of  the  stranger  within  our  gates,"  on  the  morning 
of  October  15  we  prepared  an  application  for  extension  of  street  franchises, 
including  the  most  of  our  feasible  streets  not  already  owned  by  the  company, 
and  filed  it  with  the  city  clerk  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  council  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  evening  of  that  day.  Thus  placing  the  old  company  ahead 
of  Newcomer,  we  arranged  to  proceed  before  the  state  commission  for  the 
change  of  motive  power,  and  let  matters  at  home  take  the  ordinary  course. 
IMr.  Newcomer  was  not  yet  ready  to  do  business,  his  company  not  being 
organized,  and  so  further  delay  became  necessary.  Ben.  S.  Dean  was  editor 
of  The  Mornifii^  Ncics^  than  whom  we  had  no  one  in  our  city  more  industri- 
ous, and,  with  his  shrewdness  in  reaching  the  people  and  appeals  to  the 
prejudiced  and  disaffected,  his  paper  was  an  instrumentality  in  opposition  to 
the  old  company  that  might  well  be  disliked,  and,  aided  as  it  was  during 
this  controversy  by  one  George  IMartyn,  an  intelligent  and  witty  Irish- 
man, who  figured  in  the  columns  of  the  AU'U's^  and  seemed  to  have  a  special 
liold  of  that  class' of  community  who  are  opposed  to  corporations,  and  claim- 
ing everything  for  the  people,"  beside  then  being  something  of  a  power 
''behind  the  throne,"  in  working  upon  certain  members  of  the  council,  fears 
were  entertained  as  to  the  result  of  the  last  application  made  by  the  company 
for  extension  of  franchises.  Stimulated  by  these  men  and  this  paper,  diffi- 
culties appeared  which  were  to  be  overcome  the  best  way  possible. 
Jirf)iesto'n.'n  lii'i  iiijn^  Joiinia/^  the  leading  paper  of  the  city,  was  ably  edited, 
possessed  an  iutluence  both  useful  and  worthy,  and  was  helpful  to  the  rail- 
way company.  r>oth  these  sheets  were  on  the  rampage,"  and  parties,  par- 
tisans, company  and  conncil  were  certain  of  thorongh  ventilation.  By  way 
of  aiding  in  (k-la\-  the  pio])osition  was  broached  b)-  this  man  Mart\  n,  and  a 
numerously  signed  petition  therefi^r  o1)taiiie(l,  that  Jamestown  have  a  munic- 
ipal street  railway  plant.  This  was  presented  to  the  council  and  referred  to 
Hon.  George  Barker  of  Fredonia,  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  whether  the  city, 
as  sucli,  had-  the  right  to  thus  invest.  After  some  time  Judge  Barker  gave 
his  opinion  in  the  negative,  and  thus  ended  this  "bugaboo." 

Application  before  the  railroad  commission  in  Albany  was  noticed  for 
October  28,  1S90.  In  the  mean  time  and  on  the  evening  of  October  15, 
the  council  met,  and  therein  appeared  said  Newcomer,  who  then  and  there 
made  an  application  for  delay,  saying  that,  "  by-and-by,  he  expected  a  new 
company  would  be  incorporated  and  be  ready  to  ask  for  something,"  At 
this  meeting  was  also  presented  the  second  application  of  the  company  ask- 
ing for  extensions.  P>oth  applications  were  referred  to  committees.  Time 
]^assed  on,  and  <^ctol>er  28,  parties  appeared  in  Albau)',  the  com})any  by 
I'lesident  liroadhead  and  onrself,  for  leave  to  change  motive  [)ower  ;  and  the 
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city  by  its  attorney,  R.  G.  Shaw,  and  counselor  F.  W.  Stevens,  in  opposition. 
On  application  by  the  city  an  adjournment  was  taken  to  November  11,  1890. 
In  the  Journal  of  Oct.  15,  1890,  we  find  this  : 

It  remains  for  the  Common  Council  to  dispose  in  a  business  like  maimer  of  the  ap]>lication 
of  the  street  railway  comj^any  for  fresh  streets.  They  should  hear  iti  mind  that  the  peoj)le  want 
an  exletision  of  the  electric  service  and,  at  the  same  time,  if  any  )1(m.A  is  to  Jtccrue  to  the  cily 
from  the  j^^rantinj^  of  fresh  franchises,  the  })ul>lic  interests  should  he  carefully  looked  after.  Hut 
the  ]K'ople  liave  no  ])atience  with  tlic  spirit  that  would  throw  every  ])nssihle  ohstr\iction  and 
annoyance  in  the  way  of  this  fjreat  enti  rprise.  "  I'roh.ihly  in  no  city  of  its  si/e  in  tlie 
I'niled  Slates,  has  there  heen  such  a  hitter  and  persistent  effort  to  prevent  street  railway  com- 
panies ^ivinj^c  the  public  tlecent  service.  In  most  places  there  s-  ems  to  be  a  lou«l  wail  because 
they  have  not  j<ot  electric  cars.  Hut,  oh,  blessed  thought !  posterity  may  ride,  and  for  their 
sakes  we  should  be  willing  to  plod  through  the  mud. 

It  should  be  stated  that,  when  before  the  commission  in  Albany,  Oct.  28, 
no  claim  was  made  that  the  consent  of  local  highway  autliority  was  neces- 
sary to  i/iis  change ;  nor  that  the  company  had  proceeded  illegally.  Mr. 
Shaw  there  stated  :  There  is  one  particular  restriction  or  regulation  upon 
which  they  are  directly  at  variance,  and  that  is  the  question  of  compensation 
from  the  company  to  the  city,  the  payment  of  percentage  on  its  gross  receipts. 
That,  as  Mr.  Lock  wood  has  stated,  was  practically  the  rock  on  which  we 
split."  Mr.  Stevens,  on  the  same  occasion,  said  :  The  real  rock  upon  which 
the  parties  split,  as  I  get  it  by  liearsay,  is  the  question  of  compensation  for 
making  this  change.  Now,  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  the  common  comi- 
cil  will  observe  my  judgement  and  legal  advice  in  that  regard  upon  that 
subject ;  but  I  have  already  advised  the  council  in  that  regard,  that  they 
have  no  power,  so  far  as  this  line  is  concerned,  to  impose  any  such  restric- 
tions at  all  ;  and  it  is  the  city  attorney's  own  views  in  the  matter."  Thus 
T/ic  Morning  Xacs  was  ignored,  and  the  positions  of  the  company  admitted 
before  this  commission. 

The  street  railway  company  at  all  times  denied  the  right  to  exact  com- 
pensations for  simply  the  change  of  motive  power,  but  admitted  the  right  of 
the  council  to  demand  pay  for  the  running  franchise  on  new  streets,  and  was 
always  ready  to  compromise  on  that  basis,  the  only  (piestion  with  it  being 
the  amoimt  to  be  paid.  Although  promises  were  made  the  commission  by 
the  city  attorney  that,  in  case  of  an  adjournment,  the  city  would  make  efforts 
to  compromise,  nothing  was  done,  and,  on  the  adj()uriu.'d  day  the  ])arties 
again  appeared.  Attorney  Shaw  for  the  city.  Arguments  were  made,  and 
papers  were  presented  and  left  with  the  commission.  Anticipating  the  result, 
Attorney  Shaw  telegraphed  the  Nnos  what  it  might  be,  and  November  12, 

the  AV  rev  came  out  as  follows  :    *'An  outrage  I    '  The  people  be  d  — d  '  is 

the  answer  to  the  j)rotest  in  Albany  against  the  granting  of  more  riglits  to 
the  Jamestown  vStreet  Railway  Company.  Will  the  people  submit  to  the 
crowning  outrage  against  .self-government?" 

Within  a  short  time  the  company  was  in  receipt  of  the  decision  of  the 
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commission,  granting-  the  riglit  of  change  of  motive  power  as  requested  ;  but 
imposing  certain  regulations  or  conditions,  the  company  had  agreed  to.  No 
reduction  of  fare  or  compensation  was  allowed.  This  was  a  substantial  gain 
to  the  company,  and  the  common  council,  the  iV-jTrj-,  and  Marty n  felt  the 
effects  of  it.  Pefore  this  announcement  the  company  had  been  hard  at  work 
preparing  for  the  change,  and,  from  that  time  forward,  its  energies  were 
redoubled  ;  for  it  saw  the  emblems  of  victory  and  felt  that  it  must  win. 
November  5,  1890,  had  been  fixed  upon  as  the  time  to  consider  the  company's 
application  for  new  extensions,  but  on  this  occasion  Air.  Newcomer  appeared 
and,  asking  for  further  delay,  another  postponement  for  two  weeks  was 
granted,  which  would  extend  beyond  the  meeting  in  Albany,  and  enable  him 
to  get  his  new  company  in  readiness.  November  19,  1890,  came,  and  with 
it  the  adjourned  meeting.  We  were  present  and  asked  to  be  heard  on  the 
extension  matter,  but  Mr.  Newcomer  arose  and  stated  that  the  "  Citizens 
Street  Railway  Company,"  recently  incorporated,  "asks  the  right  to  con- 
struct its  lines  on  the  streets  before  published."  Obedient  to  this  request, 
notice  was  now  ordered  to  be  published,  and  Councilman  Hayward,  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  new  company,  moved  the  committee  (that  of  procrastination) 
be  discharged,  which  was  done,  whereupon  Councilor  Hoyt,  another  firm 
friend,  moved  an  adjournment  to  Decembers,  1890,  for  further  consideration, 
which  was  carried,  and  o\'F,r  wk  wknt. 

While  all  these  things  were  going  on  the  old  company  had  arranged  with 
the  towns  of  Hllicott  and  Busti  for  extensions  of  its  line  to  Lakewood,  which 
had  been  obtained.  The  required  certificates  had  also  been  filed,  and  notices 
published  and  given  of  an  application  to  the  state  commission  for  permission 
to  operate  said  extensions  with  electricity.  All  in  all  the  old  company  stood 
in  pretty  fair  condition.  The  struggle  had  been  long  and  tedious,  but  da)'light 
now  appeared  and  it  felt  encouraged.  The  one  element  now  remaining  was 
the  new  company  with  Newcomer  at  its  head,  aided  by  an  op])osition,  which, 
though  uui  extensive  was  persistent.  This  company  had  been  legall}' incor- 
porateil,  and  it  should  be,  as  it  was,  respected  by  the  old  company  In  recog- 
nition of  faithful  service,  as  well  as  remembrance  of  an  old  friend,  the 
soon  after  the  birth  of  the  new  compau)-,  said  :  "  Mr.  NewconiL^r  of 
the  new  railway  company  has  ever\-  reason  to  feel  gratified  at  his  success  in 
getting  before  the  1x)ard  <jii  an  e(|ual  footing  with  the  old  company." 

Time  j)assed  on,  and  with  it  came  great  anxiety  as  to  the  outcome  of  the 
application  for  extensions.  This  was  a  matter  before  local  authorit)-,  nor 
could  the  old  conipan\'  obtain  the  consent  of  the  state  commission  mitil  after 
this  had  been  determined.  It  had  been  announced  and  understcjod  as  being 
the  position  of  the  e(3uncil  that  the  j)arty,  or  C(jmpany,  that  would  offer  the 
greatest  financial  benefit  to  the  city,  would  get  the  new  franchises,  and  in 
the  ostensible  view  of  bringing  the  comj)anies  in  com[)etition,  council  sent 
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theiu  written  conditions  on  which  the  franchises  wonld  be  <;ranted,  asking 
each  company,  on  or  before  a  certain  time  fixed,  to  send  to  it  a  bid  based 
upon  such  requirements.  The  old  company  declined  to  do  this,  and  so 
notified  the  council  ;  nor  did  the  new  company  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  council,  but  sent  in  a  bid  embodying  new  features.  The  council 
was  captured  by  this  and  entertained  it,  but  refused  to  accei)t  any  additional 
from  the  old  company.  Thus  ''out  in  the  cold,''  the  Jamestown  Street  Rail- 
way Company  was  looked  upon  as  a  bystander.  Meeting  was  adjourned  to 
December  17,  1890,  for  final  action,  when  tlie  old  company  was  represented 
as  usual.  P'or  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  proceedings  as  kept  by  city 
authority  we  quote  from  the  clerk's  minutes  : 

Mr.  Willard  moved  the  council  into  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  further 
considerin}^  the  bid  of  the  Citizens  Street  Railway  Company  of  Jamestown,  N.  V.,  for  the  use 
of  certain  streets  of  the  city  for  railway  purjwses.  This  was  carried  by  one  majority  and  the 
council  retired.  On  reassembling  in  regular  session,  Mr.  Forts  read  a  pn;>position  from  the 
Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company.  The  same  was  ordered  filed.  This  proposition  was  : 
"  That  this  company  shall  pay  annually  into  the  city  treasury  three  per  cent,  of  its  gross  earn- 
ings, beginning  January  i,  1893,  and  continue  to  do  so  until  said  franchise  expires.  The  said 
percentage  to  be  upon  the  extensions  only."  Mr.  Newcomer  thereupon,  in  behalf  of  his  com- 
pany, offered  to  do  the  same  thing. 

In  the  report,  as  part  of  the  agreement  of  the  new  company,  it  was  pro- 
vided : 

The  city  of  Jamestown  shall  and  will  open  West  First  street,  from  Cherry  street  to  Wash- 
ington, and  grade  the  same  so  that  the  grade  thereof  shall  not  exceed  four  feet  in  100  ;  and  that 
the  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay,  use  and  nuiintain  double  tracks  on  West  rirst 
street  from  Cherry  to  Washington. 

The  company  was  to  pay  the  city  $20,000,  but  there  was  no  agreement 
for  any  percentage  on  receipts.  To  open  West  P'irst  street  would  cost  the 
city  several  thousand  dollars,  and  to  enter  into  this  agreement  with  the  new 
company  was  to  entail  upon  the  city  these  two  companies.  The  proposed 
extensions  of  the  companies  were  nearly  alike  except  as  to  West  First  street. 
This  proposition  came  up  for  a  bid,  and  ourself,  in  behalf  of  the  old  com- 
pany, arose  and  made  this  proposition  :  "  The  Jamestown  Street  Railway 
Company  will  dispense  with  the  opening  of  said  West  First  street,  and  pay 
the  city  $22,000  for  the  franchise  named  ])y  it."  This  was  $2,000  in  cash 
more  than  had  been  offered  by  the  new  company,  and  would  have  saved  the 
city  thousands  more  in  relieving  it  from  tlie  ()])cning  of  West  P'irst  street. 
In  good  judgment  we  believe  that  this  bid  was  best  by  at  hasi  $.|,<)()o  for  the 
financial  interests  of  tlie  cit\-,  besides  avoiding  that  continual  controversy 
invariabl)- occurring  where  two  or  more  comi)anies  operate  in  the  same  local- 
it\-.  Tlie  (juestion  came  to  vote  on  this  bid,  and  the  council  being  ecpially 
divided,  im])osed  tlie  responsibility  of  deciding  upon  the  mayor,  who  voted 
in  the  negative,  thus  exclnding  the  old  com])any  and  vesting  the  franchise 
in  the  new  one.  The  effectual  defeat  of  the  old  company  was  now  accom- 
plished so  far  as  the  action  of  local  i'luthority  was  concerned^  and  the  people 
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concluded  that  Jamestown  was  to  liave  two  competing  street  railways,  ex- 
cept, as  by  some  prophesied  and  hoped,  but  never  accomplished,  the  old 
company  would  pay  a  good  "  bonus  "  to  get  rid  of  Newcomer  and  his  incor- 
poration. 

One  provision  of  the  agreement  imposed  by  the  council  was  that  a  bond 
of  $60,000  to  be  by  it  approved,  should  be  filed,  conditioned  for  tlie  faithful 
performance  of  its  part  of  the  agreement  by  the  new  company  ;  that  said 
bond  was  to  be  executed  and  filed  on  or  before  Feb.  i,  1891.  On  January 
31,  1 89 1,  Mr.  Newcomer  appeared  in  council  and  asked  for  an  extension  of 
sixty  days  to  comply  with  this  requirement;  but,  in  the  face  of  public  senti- 
ment and  interpretation  of  duty  requirements,  this  was  too  much  to  grant, 
and,  thereupon,  council  determined  that,  after  having  given  ample  time  fur 
comj:)liance,  and  it  not  l)eing  done,  the  grant  to  the  "  Citizens  Street  Rail- 
way Com])any  "  should  be  annulled.  For  the  purpose  of  atTording  this  time, 
meeting  was  adjourned  to  Feb.  2,  1891.  The  day  came  and  the  meeting 
was  continued  to  February  3,  but  nothing  more  being  heard  from  Mr.  New- 
comber  (he  was  in  our  city  at  the  time,  as  we  were  informed),  the  agreement 
with  tlie  new  company  was  annulled,  and  the  franchises  awarded  the  old 
company.  Thus  ended  Jamestown's  great  railway  controversy  to  the  delight 
of  our  people,  save  and  except  those  whose  interests  and  affections  had 
become  invoh'ed  with  and  in  the  actions  of  this  man  Newcomer.  Love  for 
the  Jauiestown  Street  Railway  Comi)any  was  not  the  moving  cause  in  making 
this  final  grant  hy  council,  nor  would  it  have  been  done  if  reasonable  avoid- 
ance could  have  interfered  ;  but  tlie  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  had 
been  so  long  trilled  with,  patience  and  procrastination  had  ceased  to  be  vir- 
tues, and  this  was  the  sole  course  to  be  pursued.  Under  the  law  only 
incorporated  companies  could  compete  ;  and  the  new  one  having  failed,  the 
old  and  first  one  remained. 

Reversed  as  now  was  the  new  company  on  the  wheel  of  fortune,  those 
wlio  liad  been  its  advocates  were  (>])!iged  to  appear  in  no  envial)le  position 
either  in  tlie  promotion  ui  private  euter])rise  or  perfi^rmance  of  public  dut\', 
and  events  luul  pointed  out  the  wa\'  for  local  authority,  while  the  new  rights 
of  the  old  com])any  inx  esled  it  with  an  importance  that  set  at  defiance  its 
would-be  haters.  Vet,  under  these  circmnstances  and  thouj^h  fiiished  with 
success,  as  from  the  counnencement  the  old  company  admitted  tiie  right  of 
the  citv  to  exact  compensation  for  franchises  on  new  streets,  and  in  that 
s])irit  of  concession  which  had  characterised  its  action  at  all  times,  it  agreed 
and  became  obligated  to  pay  a  certain  percentage  on  receipts  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  road  within  corporate  limits.  Difficulties  being  thus  ended, 
attention  was  directed  to  the  furtherance  of  the  railwa\-  i)roject  ;  tlie  old 
company,  in  good  faith,  in  the  promotion  of  public  and  private  interests 
striving  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  its  agreement  by  building  for  James- 


Jami-:sto\vn. 


769 


town  a  railway  fully  equal  to  the  intention  of  its  promoters,  and  worthy  of 
the  iionie  they  loved,  as  it  should  also  be  unexcelled  in  our  state  or  country. 
Whether  this  has  been  accomplished  or  not  let  the  history  and  present  status 
of  the  enterprise  determine. 

Thus  it  was  that  February  3,  1891,  became  the  endin<;  and  be^nnnino-  of 
essential  features  of  the  Jamestown  street  railway  enterprise.  The  service 
liad  not  as  yet  extended  outside  of  the  city  limits,  and  it  was  somcthinj^^  of 
a  question  when  it  would  do  so  with  horse  service,  ])ut  the  road  was  doing 
the  best  it  could  under  the  circumstances.  »The  capital-stock  had  nearly  all 
been  taken,  but  needed  outlays  so  exceeded  receipts  there  had  been  no  profit 
dividends  declared.  In  this  change  to  electricity  the  company  saw  encour- 
aging prospects,  and  the  effort  in  that  direction  was  fully  warranted.  Not- 
withstanding the  recent  controversies  the  company  had  been  at  work  pre- 
paring for  the  change,  so  that  this  agreement  of  February  3,  1S91,  was  only 
additional  guaranty  that  the  work  would  proceed.  Matters  had  been  pushed 
to  that  extent  that,  June  11,  1S91,  the  first  electric  car  passed  over  Third  street, 
and  June  13  electric  service  was  fairly  opened.  All  troubles  having  ended, 
June  23,  1H91,  the  state  railroad  commission  granted  permission  for  the  use 
of  electricity  on  the  newly  obtained  streets.  This  vested  in  the  old  company 
the  essential  street  franchises  in  our  city.  From  this  time  forward  there 
seemed  to  be  a  marked  change  in  about  everything;  although  the  horse 
road  had  brought  many  and  substantial  improvements,  the  electric  promised 
much  more.  Our  cemetery  line  was  opened  July  6,  1891  ;  the  line  to  Lake- 
wood  August  I,  1 89 1  ;  and  that  to  F'alconer  August  30,  1891.  Willi  these 
routes  added  our  car  service  became  an  important  factor,  bringing  the  resi- 
dents of  Lakewood  and  Falconer  to  our  door,  making  us  neighbors,  our  busi- 
ness and  social  relations  contributing  to  our  mutual  prosperity  and  financial 
benefit,  and  through  this  instrumentality  I  prophesy  that  Falconer  will  soon 
become,  as  it  should  be,  a  part  and  i^arcel  of  our  city. 

The  most  recent  effort  of  the  company  has  been  in  coursing  along  our  lake 
sliore  to  Celeron,  the  place  of  all  others  on  Chautau(|ua  lake  at  first  deemed 
too  obscure  and  difficult  of  access,  otherwise  than  by  the  old  land  and  water 
ways.  The  recent  and  progressing  improvements  at  this  })lace  evidence  a 
purpose  to  make  of  it  a  substantial  resort  for  healtli,  recreation  and  com- 
fort. The  company  now  (June  i,  1894)  operates  about  20  miles  of  road.  Its 
receipts  from  the  last  year  of  horse-car  service  were  $16,142,36,  the  number 
of  passengers  being  327,046.  The  receipts  from  the  first  year  of  electric  ser- 
vice were  $53,340.44,  the  number  of  passengers  carried  being  1,170,618,  the 
first  year's  excess- of  receipts  being  $37,  r 98.08,  and  that  of  passengers  carrried 
*^4v^o72.  Its  power-house,  car-barns,  living  accommocations,  oflfice  and  busi- 
ness places  are  first  class,  while  its  tracks  and  ways  of  travel  are  conceded  to 
be  of  comparatively  high  order.    It  Were  impossible  to  enumerate  all  the 
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benefits  to  Jamestown  and  vicinity  from -street  car  service  and  accommoda- 
tions ;  but  when  we  remember  the  dilapidated  structures,  fences  that  had 
been  land-marks  for  ages,  and  even  forests  bordering  upon  the  old  village 
limits  which  have  yielded  to  this  advance;  the  acres  of  land  divided  and 
subdivided  and  again  cut  up  into  pieces  and  measured  off  by  feet  and  inches 
for  ])uilding  accommodations,  the  magnificent  dwellings  erected  as  by  magic, 
and  the  numerous  streets  and  highways  opened  and  reduced  to  public  service 
within  our  corporation  limits  and  adjacent  thereto,  the  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, business  houses,  banking  institutions,  places  for  religious  worship 
and  edudatioual  instruction,  our  increase  in  population  from  10,000  to  over 
20,000  souls,  and  with  all  our  comparatively  rapid  advance  from  municipal 
infancy  (through  childhood  to  our  teens),  with  our  present  vigorous  strength 
and  courage  to  press  on  to  manhood — when  we  realize  all  these  things,  and 
much  else  that  have  come  to  us  since  the  beginning  of  our  railway,  we  are 
not  insensible  to  its  demands  for  honorable  mention  and  worthy  approval. 
The  few  men  who  have  stood  at  the  helm  with  money  and  advice  to  help  on 
this  enterprise  will  not  be  forgotten  in  its  history,  while  what  there  may 
have  been  of  jealousy,  envy  or  personal  ambition,  to  glory  at  their  downfall, 
long  since  passed  into  oblivion  to  be  forgotten. 

It  were  not  just  to  close  this  record  without  special  reference  to  president 
Almet  N.  P»roadhead,  by  whom  our  railway  interests  have  been  managed  for 
many  years  ;  whose  unceasing  energy,  business  ability  and  manly  pluck 
have  ever  made  him  first  and  foremost  ;  like  a  brave  soldier,  his  presence  has 
been  in  the  thickest  and  hardest  of  the  fight.  Today,  as  ever  since  placed  on 
duty,  he  remains  unswerved  in  purpose  and  unintimidated  in  action.  In  his 
judgment  durabilit)',  convenience  and  beauty  are  the  trio  of  elements  that 
should  be  embodied  in  street-car  service,  all  of  which  are  marked  features 
in  the  Jamestown  plant. 

We  know  not  what  the  future  nuiy  have  in  store  for  this  corporation, 
nor  do  we  credit  it  for  all  our  glories  past,  but  our  advance  and  its  progress 
have  been  closeh'  allied  ;  and,  as  its  cars  found  their  wa\'  along  our 
streets  to  city  limits,  new  life  was  awakened  and  a  character  of  energ\' 
aroused  in  marked  contrast  from  what  before  existed.  Booms in  real 
estate  have  kej)t  alive  the  spirit  of  trade,  and  sales  and  exchange  indicated 
pros])erous  growth  and  general  thrift.  These  facts  are  records  of  the  pa.st  ; 
aiul,  when  the  future  shall  have  learned  the  history  of  Jamestown,  and  can- 
vassed the  causes  contributory  to  its  unprecedented  prosperity,  we  believe  no 
helj)er  will  ()e  found  more  worthy  or  rise  higher  in  popular  estimation  than 
the  Jamestown  Street  Railway  Company. 
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CHAPTER  LXVIII. 

PHYSICIANS,  LAWYERS,  CITY  GOVERNMENT,  ETC. 

PHYSICIANS. — The  first  few  years  after  Judge  Preiidergast  came  to 
this  undeveloped  country,  he,  having  tlie  requisite  knowledge,  admin- 
istered to  the  sick,  and,  assisted  by  his  wife,  a  most  lovable  and  sym- 
pathetic woman,  they  were  attentively  and  skillfully  cared  for ;  and  "  from 
the  first  settlement  up  to  November  9,  181 5,  there  was  not  a  death  at  the 
Rapids."  Dr.  Elial  T.  Foote*  came  in  the  spring  of  1815,  and  was  followed 
in  June  by  Dr.  Laban  Hazeltine.  For  many  years  they  were  the  only  phy- 
sicians. Dr.  Hazeltine  was  born  in  Wardsboro,  Vt.,  August  7,  1789,  and 
married,  in  181 3,  Content  Flagler,  a  native  of  Dutchess  county.  He  received 
a  fine  medical  education,  and  to  the  time  of  his  death.  May  4,  1852,  was  in 
constant  practise  of  his  profession  here.  He  was  a  successful  practitioner,  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  a  christian,  and  a  cultured  scholar,  and  the  med- 
ical profession  lost  in  him  a  wise  counselor,  and  vsociety  a  most  valuable 
member."    His  sons  attaining  maturity  were  Gilbert  W.  and  Richard  F. 

Dr.  Gilbert  Wilkinson  Hazeltine  was  born  in  Jamestown  August  27,  1817, 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  Prendergast  and  Jamestown  Academy  and 
Allegheny  College  the  junior  year,  finishing  the  college  course  at  home.  His 
medical  education  was  gained  in  his  father's  ofiice,  at  Jefierson  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  assistant  demonstrator  of  anatomy,  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  demonstrators  of 
that  school.  He  resigned  in  1842  and  came  to  Jamestown  where  he  resided 
until  his  death  April  24,  1893.  ^^43  uiarried  Eliza  Caroline  Boss  of 
Forcstville.  Mrs.  Hazeltine  died  August  20,  i860.  Dr.  Hazeltine  then 
married  Susan  S.  Fish,  who  survives  him.  Soon  after  Dr.  Hazeltine's  return 
to  Jamestown  he  commenced  practice  and  attained  great  success.  His  name 
will  be  longest  per])etuated  in  connection  with  his  book,  the  Early  History 
of  Ellicott,"  published  in  1887. 

Dr.  William  Proudfit,  father  of  William  H.  Proudfit,  *'a  thoroughly  edu- 
cated, active  and  ambitious  physician,"  came  to  Jamestown  in  January  1832. 
He  thought  the  people  were  "too  few  and  too  healthy,"  and  only  remained 
long  enough  to  woo  and  wed  Maria,  daughter  of  Elmer  Freeman.  He  soon 
after  removed  to  Milwaukee  and  died  in  1843.  Mrs.  Proudfit  returned 
with  her  children  to  Jamestown. 

•See  page  258. 
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Cornelius  Ormes,  M.  D.,  a  native  of  Vermont,  received  his  medical  degree 
from  Castleton  Medical  College  in  1832.    He  removed  to  Panama  in  1833, 
practiced  as  a  surgeon  there  until  1863,  when  he  came  to  Jamestown.  In 
1 87 2  he  was  called  to  the  chair  of  obstetrics  and  uterine  surgery  in  the  De- 
troit Homeopathic  College,  and  discharged  his  duties  with  marked  ability. 
He  was  for  many  years  president  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of 
Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  counties,  and  occupied  many  positions  requir- 
ing a  high  degree  of  professional  and  intellectual  attainments.    He  died  in 
1886.     Dr.  Frank  D,  ( )rmes,  his  son,  was  educated  at  Ft.  Kdward,  N.  Y., 
and  Oberlin  College,  Ohio.     He  read  medicine  with  his  father,  entered 
Cleveland  Medical  College  in  1861,  and  was  graduated  in  1863.    He  prac- 
ticed for  one  year  at  Panama  and  then  removed  to  Jamestown,  where  he  has 
successfully  pursued  his  profession.     He  was  a  Republican  until  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Liberal  Republican  party  ;  since  then  a  Democrat.    He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge,  No.  145,  F.  »^  A.  Masons,  Western  Star  Chapter, 
No.  67,  R.  A.  M.,  Jamestown  Commandery,  No.  61,.  Knights  Templar  and 
Lshmalia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Buffalo.    In  1871  he  was  elected 
secretary  of  his' chapter,  and  has  been  annually  re-elected  to  that  office.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Western  New  York,  the 
New  York  Homeopathic  Society  and  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy. 

Dr.  John  W.  Scott,  one  of  the  older  plu'sicians,  is  the  son  of  John  Scott, 
who  came  to  Jamestown  in  i82»Sand  married  IClmina,  daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac 
luldy,  and  was  pioniinent  for  years  as  a  boatman  and  a  manufacturer  at  the 
'Mower  dam.''  Their  son,  James  P.,  enlisted  in  the  ''9th  cavalry"  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  and  died  January  18,  1863.  John  Scott  was  one  of  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  an  elder  until  his  death  in 
1873.  Dr.  Scott  was  born  in  Jamestown  and  was  graduated  from  Cleveland 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  in  18(^6.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Chautauqua 
County  Homeopathic  Medical  Society,  and  is  well  known  and  respected. 

Dr.  A.  F,  Ward  located  here  in  April,  1861,  He  was  graduated  from  the 
Homeojxathic  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  i860. 

Dr.  Henry  P.  Hall,  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  (Woodburn  )  Hall,  was  born  in 
Charlotte,  January  15,  1S36.  He  acquired  his  medical  education  at  Ann 
Arbor,  Michigan,  and  it  the  University  of  Buffalo,  where  he  received  his 
degree  of  M.  I).  He  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  at  Busti  from 
1858  to  1862  ;  from  1862  to  1876  at  Sinclairville,  and  established  himself  at 
Jamestown  in  1S76  where  for  nearly  20  years  he  has  had  a  sticcessful  ])rac- 
tice.  Dr.  Hall  was  president  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Medical  vSociety  in 
1878  and  is  one  of  the  curators  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  surgeon  of 
the  Erie  railroad.    Dr.  H.  A.  Eastman  became  associated  with  him  in  1893. 

Dr.  Alvin  B.  Rice,  a  native  of  Harmony,  was  graduated  from  the  Bell- 
evue  Hospital  (New  York)  Medical  College  in  1867.    After  practising  in 
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Panama  for  20  years,  lie  came  liere  in  1889.  He  was  U.  S.  examining  sur- 
geon for  pensions  for  10  years,  and  is  president  of  the  county  homeopathic 
medical  society. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Rathborn  practiced  here  several  years  from  i860,  and  died  in 
1877.  He  had  been  president  of  the  county  medical  society.  Dr.  Jeremiah 
Andrews  came  to  Jamestown  in  1863  and  was  in  practice  until  1876.  He 
was  also  president  of  the  county  medical  society. 

Dr.  Ai  Waterhouse,  a  native  of  Maine,  was  graduated  from  the  medical 
department  of  Howdoin  College,  was  commissioned  surgeon  of  the  Fifth 
Maine  in  the  civil  war,  and  promoted  to  brigade  surgeon  and  division  sur- 
geon, and  was  distinguished  for  his  skill.  After  the  war  he  came  here,  and 
became  prominent  in  his  profession.  He  was  a  great  student,  an  enthusi- 
astic microscopist,  an  abhorrer  of  shams  and  humbugs.  He  was  true,  honest 
and  fearless  as  a  friend  and  a  professional  man,  and  was  a  splendid  type  of 
the  old  school  of  physicians.  He  died  January  4,  1893.  His  sons  are  E.  E. 
Waterhouse,  and  Dr.  Charles  H.  Waterhouse,  of  Sherman. 

William  Prendergast  Hemus,  M.  D.,  was  born  at  liemus  Point  in  1827. 
He  read  medicine  with  Dr.  vShanahan  of  Wairen,  Pa.,  attended  lectures  at 
Oberlin  College,  and  was  graduated  from  Herksliire  Medical  Institute  of 
Springfield,  Mass.  He  then  opened  an  office  at  Ashville,  but  in  a  few  years 
cauie  to  Jamestown,  where  he  practiced  until  his  death.  He  held  a  promi- 
nent position  in  his  profession,  was  a  liberal  and  sympathetic  physi- 
cian, rendering  his  services  to  all  who  asked  them.  He  was  an 
ardent  Democrat,  served  as  president  of  the  Cleveland  Democratic  Club, 
yet  never  aspired  to  political  office.  He  was  secretary  of  the  board  of 
pensions  at  Jamestown,  and  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Ivpiscopal  cluirch. 
He  died  in  September,  1890.  Dr.  Morris  X,  liemus,  his  son,  was  graduated 
from  Rutgers  College,  New  Jersey,  in  1885,  read  medicine  with  his  fatlier, 
and  was  graduated  in  1888  from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
New  York  city.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  his  father  and  has  since 
continued  in  practice. 

Dr.  William  M.  liemus,  son  of  Colonel  (rcorge  H.  P>emus,  was  l)()rn  at 
Meadville,  and  was  educated  in  the  |)ublic  schools  aud  Allegheuy  College. 
After  studying  medicine  with  Dr.  Church  of  Meadville,  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  in  1876  and  was  gradi.ated  therefrom  in  1878.  He 
theil  located  for  practice  in  Jamestown. 

Era  M.  Scofield,  M.  D.,  son  of  Seth  and  Rua  (Scofield)  Scofield,  was 
born  in  Ellery,  December  23,  1856.  He  married  Louisa  M.,  daughter  of 
William  O.  and  Armenia  (W\allis)  Brownell.  He  received  his  medical  edu- 
cation at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  there  received  his  degree  of  M.  D. 
February  26,  1884.  After  practicing  his  profession  at  Gerry  for  seven  or 
eight  years,  he  established  himself  at  Jamestown,  December  i,  1891.  He 
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belonj^^s  to  the  Chautauqua  Coitnty  Medical  Society  and  the  Jamestown  Med- 
ical Society,  and  was  for  two  years  suri^eon  for  the  N.  Y.  P.  &  O.  railroad. 
He  is  interested  in  brotlierhood  organizations,  holding  membership  in  tlie 
Knights  of  Pytliias,  A.  O.  U.  \V.,  and  in  Sylvan  lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Sin- 
clairville,  and  Western  Sun  Chapter  and  Jamestown  Commandery. 

Alfred  T.  Livingston,  M.  I,).,  a  Pennsyl vanian,  was  eclucated  at  James- 
town Academy  and  Allegheny  College,  studied  medicine,  was  graduated  in 
medicine  from  the  University  of  PufLalo,  practiced  there  a  short  time,  then 
was  assistant  ])h\sician  of  the  I'tica  Insane  Asylum  for  five  >'ears  and  std)se- 
quently  established  and  conducted  for  eight  years  a  home  hospital  in  Phila- 
delphia for  the  treatment  of  mental  disorders.    He  then  located  here. 

Robert  N.  Blanchard,  M.  D.,  born  in  Ellicott,  studied  medicine  in  James- 
town with  his  uncle  Dr.  H.  C.  Blanchard,  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  BufTalo  in  t88o  and  has  since  practised  here  as  a  physician  and  surgeon. 

Laban  H  izeltine,  M.  D.,  a  member  of  the  Hazeltine  family,  is  a  well- 
known  and  successful  practitioner. 

Orello  vS.  Martin,  M.  D.,  a  homeopathic  practitioner  for  many  years, 
devotes  himself  to  the  treatment  of  nervous  and  kindred  diseases. 

Other  medical  men  are  John  H.  Cooper,  Henry  Neville,  Jason  Parker, 
William  J.  Morris,  S.  Z.  iMsher,  George  B.  Jones,  C.  K.  Uundgren,  A.  K. 
Myers,  C.  Phillips,  L.  W.  Snow,  J.  J.  Towle,  J.  H.  Wiggins. 

James  Harrison,  a  nati\'e  of  ( )neida  county,  camea]:)out  1829  from  Warsaw, 
and  engaged  in  jewelery  work.  He  was  a  good  metallurgist,  and  an  excel- 
lent mechani(ji,  was  often  emplo\'ed  to  make  plates  for  travelling  dentists, 
and  soon  devoted  himself  to  dentistry  until  his  death  in  1873. 

J.  B.  Rawson,  from  Schroon  Lake,  came  here  in  1850,  and  in 
November,  1851,  coirnnenced  to  study  dentistry  with  Mr.  Harrison,  whose 
daughter,  Nancy  H.,  he  married.  Mr.  Rawson  is  still  in  dental  practice,  and 
his  sons  John  B.,  Clark  H.,  and  Plarry  P.,  follow  the  same  profession,  the 
last  two  being  with  their  father.  Mr.  Harrison  was  the  first  located  dentist 
of  the  county  and  had  the  custom  of  the  leading  families  of  Dunkirk,  Fre- 
donia,  etc!    S wetland  (S:  Anderson,  J.  E.  Almy  and  others  practise  dentistry. 

Lawyhrs.* — Cook,  F'isher  «S:  Wade. — ^Judge  Orsell  Cook,  son  of  Benja- 
min Cook,  was  born  in  Wells,  Vt.,  February  23,  1809.  He  came  to  Busti, 
Chauauqua  county,  in  1830.  In  1833  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin,  in  Jamestown,  and  was  subsequently  admitted  to 
practice.  He  was  surrogate  of  Chautauqua  county  three  years  from  January, 
1844.  He  was  elected  county  judge  in  1862,  which  office  he  held  from  Jan- 
uary I,  1863,  to  January  i,  1867  'f  reelection  for  a  second  term  of 
four  years.  He  was  associated  with  C.  R.  Lockwood  in  the  practice  of  law 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is  now  the  senior  member  of  the  law 

*  l"or  early  lawyers  see  chaiiter  XXXIX. 
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finii  of  Cook,  Pislicr  «S:  Wade.  Jiulj^^e  Cook  lias  been  one  of  Jamestown's 
prominent  and  trnsted  lawyers  and  many  )'onng  men  have  reeeived  their 
lef^al  edncation  from  him.  Jerome  I>.  Fisher,  born  at  Russellbnr}^,  Pa.,  Feb- 
rnary  13,  1851,  was  edncatcd  in  Jamestown  and  at  Cornell  University.  In 
1875  he  eommenced  the  study  of  law  with  Bootey  .Si.  Fowler,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in  1878,  and  has  practiced  in  Jamestown  with  various 
partners  until  1881  ;  since  that  time  he  has  been  associated  with  Judge  Cook. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1888.  Arthur 
C.  Wade,  born  in  1852  at  Charlotte,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  May 
16,  1877.  He  entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  Theodore  A.  Case  of 
Ellington  June  i,  1877,  which  continued  until  January  31,  1883,  at  which 
time  he  entered  into  copartnership  with  Hon.  Orsell  Cook  and  Jerome  B, 
Fisher. 

Sessions  &  Sessions. — Hon.  Walter  L.  Sessions,  son  of  John  S.  and  vSally 
(Green)  Sessions,  was  born  in  Brandon,  Vt.,  and  came  a  child  with  his  father, 
who  settled  early  in  Clymer.  Mr.  Sessions  read  law  with  Hon.  .'\l)ner  Lewis 
at  Panama,  was  admitted  to  the  ])ars  of  the  sui)reme  court  and  court  of 
chancer)'  in  1849,  at  the  only  general  term  of  the  supreme  court  ever  held 
in  this  county.  He  engaged  in  practice  at  Panama,  and  had  ollices  there 
until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Jamestown.  Mr  Sessions  was  member  of 
assembly  in  1853  and  1854,  served  in  1854  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means — the  youngest  man  that  had  ever  held  that  position.  Pie 
was  member  of  the  state  senate  in  i860,  1861,  1866  and  1867,  and  was  chair- 
man of  its  most  important  committee,  that  of  finance.  He  represented  Chau- 
tauqua and  Cattaraugus  counties  in  the  P^'orty-second  and  Forty-third  Con- 
gresses, and  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  counties  in  the  Forty- 
ninth  Congress.  He  was  one  of  the. three  commissioners  appointed  by  (jOv- 
ernor  Flower  to  act  with  three  commissioners  appointed  by  President  Harri- 
son to  expend  the  $600,000  appropriated  by  this  state  for  the  WorkPs  Colum- 
bian Exposition  at  Chicago,  build  the  New  York  building  and  decide  what 
articles  from  this  state  should  be  placed  on  exhibition.  He  married  Mary 
R.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Silas  Terry,  of  French  Creek.  Their  children  are  Wal- 
ter L.;  Velma  J.;  (Mrs.  C.  P.  Ingersoll),  p:dith  (Mrs.  Horace  K.  Tupper). 
Walter  Louis  Sessions,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Panama,  July  14,  1866.  He  entered 
Hamilton  college  in  1884,  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  June,  1888,  and  the 
same  year  was  graduated  from  the  Maynard-Knox  law  school  at  Clinton. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Syracuse  general  term  in  August,  1888, 
practiced  in  Chicago  one  year  and  in  New  York  city  18  months.  In  1891 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father  at  Jamestown. 

Clark  R.  Lockwood,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Amanda  (Kawson)  Lockwood, 
was  born  June  6,  1827,  ^"  Schroon,  Essex  county.  He  read  law  with  Orsell 
Cook  from  1849,  attended  Fowler  Law  School,  Ballston  Spa,  and  was 
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admitted  to  practice  at  Buffalo  in  1823,  when,  with  W.  M.  Newton,  he 
formed  the  law  firm  of  Lockwood  &  Newton  at  Jamestown.  In  1855  the 
firm  of  Cook  »S:  Lockwood  was  or<j^anized,  which  in  1880  became  Cook,  Lock- 
wood  »S:  Fisher.  In  1881  ill  health  forced  Mr.  Lockwood  from  practice  for 
18  montlis,  during  which  time  lie  built  the  beautiful  opera  house  block  that 
was  burned  Auf^ust  2,  1894.  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a  Rei)ublican  in  politics,  a 
*' liberar'  in  relij^ion,  an  ardent  advocate  of  "  political  ecjuality,"  and  an 
indcfati;^ablo  worker  in  many  fields  of  enterprise.  lie  possesses  fine  literary 
taste,  lias  written  an  extensive  History  of  the  Jamestown  Street  Railway 
Company,"  (of  which  he  has  been  secretary  and  attorney  from  the  first),  and 
valuable  contributions  to  this  history. 

Hon.  Porter  Sheldon  was  born  at  Victor,  Ontario  county,  September  29, 
1 83 1.  After  a  common  school  education  he  attended  Fredonia  Academy 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1852,  then  commenced  the  study 
of  law  with  Judge  George  Barker.  He  continued  his  law  studies  with  Alvah 
Warden  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  at  Batavia  in  1854. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  Alexander  at  Randolph,  and 
in  1854  established  himself  in  Jamestown  as  a  lawyer.  He  soon  removed  to 
Rock  ford,  Illinois,  and  in  1861  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  State  Consti- 
tutional Comention  from  Winnebago  county.  He  was  one  of  the  22  repub- 
lican members  of  that  notable  1x)dy  which  contained  many  of  the  leading  men 
and  al,)lest  jurists  of  that  state.  In  1866  he  returned  to  Jamestown,  engaged  in 
the  ])ractice  of  law,  and  in  iS6S  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Forty-first  Con- 
gress to  represent  his  district.  ]\Ir.  Sheldon  is  president  of  the  American 
Aristotype  Compain. 

Nelson  II.  Hill  is  a  native  of  this  county.  He  read  law  with  Charles  B. 
Green  of  Kllington,  Alexander  Sheldon  at  Randolph,  and  Judge  Thomas  B. 
(Tros\'enor  o{  Dunkirk,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1861,  and  located  in 
Jamestown  in  1S77  where  he  continues  practice. 

B\  roll  A.  liarlow,  son  of  Al)ner  and  Poll)-  (vStrunk)  Barlow,  was  born  in 
F'^llicott,  Augu>t  10,  1834.  He  read  law  in  the  office  of  Cook  »S:  Lockwood, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Buffalo  in  1867.  He  has  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Jamestown. 

Nathan  I).  Lewis,  a  native  of  Herkimer  county,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  IhiiTalo,  June  17,  1881,  and  has  since  been  admitted  to  the  United  States 
district  and  circuit  courts.  He  htcated  in  Jamestown  in  1878;  in  1885  he 
began  the  publication  of  the  .7;'/A?Av-,  the  first  prohibition  j)a])er  published 
in  the  couiU\-  ;  in  1889  he  sold  the  paper  to  a  company.  I  lis  life  as  a  lawyer 
has  been  passed  in  Jamestown. 

Abner  Hazeltine,  son  of  Judge  Abner  and  Matilda  (Hay ward)  Hazeltine, 
was  L)orii  March  18,  1836,  at  Jamestown.  He  was  educated  for  his  profession 
at  Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  and  Albany  Law  School,  Albany, 
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and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  December,  i860,  and  commenced  ])ractice  in 
Jamestown  in  1S61.  He  lias  been  i)ostmaster  of  Jamestown,  district  attorney 
of  Chantanqna  count)-,  and  United  States  circnit  court  commissioner. 

Alonzo  C.  Pickard,  born  in  Hllery,  February  17,  i«S38,  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Maria  (Vandewurker)  Pickard.  He  was  educated  at  ]Mcadville  Academy 
and  Alle<;heny  College.  He  served  three  years  and  three  months  in  the  war. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  mustered  out  as  first-lieutenant,  and  i)revet- 
ted  captain  and  major  for  meritorious  service  on  the  field  of  battle.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878,  practiced  in  Busti  until  July,  1886.  He  has 
since  been  in  active  practice  in  Jamestown. 

Winfield  Scott  Cameron,  son  of  John  A.  and  Harmony  (iHitchcock)  Cam- 
eron, was  born  in  Ellicott,  June  5,  1838.  He  was  educated  at  Randolph 
Academy,  Chamberlain  Institute,  and  Jamestown  Academy.  Auj^aist  5,  1862, 
lie  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  II.,  154th  N.  V.  Inf.,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  received  several  promotions,  arrivin.i;  to  the  rank  of  brevet 
lieutenant-colonel.  He  had  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Alexander 
Sheldon  .'it  Kand<jlph,  and  after  the  war  attended  the  Albany  Law  Scliool 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  liuffalo  in  Max-,  1866,  and  located  in  James- 
town. Colonel  Cameron  was  member  of  assembly  for  two  years  from  1868, 
and  served  the  village  of  Jamestown  one  term  as  trustee. 

ICrastus  Crosby,  son  of  Eliakim  and  Lucy  A.  (liaxter)  Crosby,  was  born 
in  Poland  in  1838.  After  graduating  from  Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass.,  in 
1865,  he  came  to  Jamestown,  read  law  with  Judge  R.  P.  Marvin,  went  to 
Missouri  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  there  in  1869.  He  ])assed  some  years 
in  teaching  and  returned  to  Jamestown  in  November,  1887,  and  in  June, 
1889,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  state,  and  oper.ed  an  office  in  this  city. 

Bootey,  Fo\yler  &  Weeks. — Edward  Robert  Piootey  was  born  in  Ellicott, 
April  16,  1839.  attended  Jamestown  Academy  and  commenced  the  study 

of  law  with  Cook  •S:  Lockwood  in  1859.  In  vSeptember,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Co.  C.  9th  N.  V.  Cavalry  for  three  monthsiand  served  that.  time.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  lUilTalo  in  Ma\',  1864,  and  Januar\-  i,  1S65,  ojiened  a 
law  oftiee  in  Jamestown.  In  March,  18^6,  he  fojuud  a  parUu  i^lup  with 
James  I.  I^)wler  as  Poote\-  <S:  I'owler.  Jmie  i,  1884,  James  L.  Weeks  was 
admitted  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  P>ootey,  P'owlcr  <s:  Weeks.  In  1871  Mr. 
I>ootey  was  chosen  district  attorney  and  served  until  1878.  He  is  a  meml)er 
of  James  M.  Brown  Post  No.  285,  G.  A.  R.  James  I.  i^)\vler  was  born  in 
Chestertown,  Warren  county,  April  15,  1838.  He  attended  Cleveland  Law 
School,  read  law  with  Boardman  &  Ingersoll  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  with 
Cook  &  Lockwood  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo  in  1864.  James 
L.  Weeks  is  a  native  of  Jamestown.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Albany 
Law  School  in  1883  and  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1884.  In  1892  lie  was  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  district  attorney,  receiving  a  flattering  vote. 
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Hon.  Eleazer  Green  was  born  March  i6,  1846,  at  Remsen,  Oneida  Co.,  N. 
Y.  He  is  a  son  of  Eleazer  and  Sylvina  (Kent)  Green.  He  received  his  pro- 
fessional education  in  the  Albany  law  school  and  in  the  offices  of  Cook  & 
Lockwood,  Jamestown,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Albany,  IMay  4,  1868, 
He  has  practiced  in  Jamestown,  never  having  had  an  office  elsewhere.  His 
office  is  in  the  Prender<;ast  building,  301  Main  street,  where  it  has  been 
since  July  3,  1876.  The  late  James  Prendergast  and  Mr.  Green,  composing 
the  firm  of  (yreen  &  Prendergast,  moved  into  these  offices  at  that  time,  where 
they  continued  to  do  business  as  partners  until  his  death,  December  21,  1879. 
Mr.  Green  continued  in  the  same  offices  practicing  his  profession.  In  May, 
1894,  Mr.  Green  was  elected  ma\'or  by  a  practically  unanimous  vote.  He 
was  the  founder  of  Greenhurst,  the  beautiful  lake  resort,  and  it  bears  his  name. 

Stevens  <^  Peterson. — PVank  Walker  Stevens  was  born  in  Leon,  Catt.  Co., 
December  16,  1847,  was  educated  for  the  profession  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Jenkins  Goodwill  at  East  Randolph,  and  at  Harvard  Law  School,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester  in  September,  1871.  He  connnenced  prac- 
tice at  Hast  Randolph,  Catt.  Co.,  in  January,  1872,  in  partnership  with  John- 
son V.  Goodwill  and  remained  there  until  October  i,  1882,  then  removed  to 
Jamestown,  becomming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Sheldon,  Green,  Stevens  & 
Benedict.  This  firm  continued  from  October  i,  1882,  until  July  i,  1890. 
P^rom  July,  1,  1890,  until  P'ebruary  1,  1893,  he  had  no  partner,  and  PVbruary 
I,  1893,  he  entered  into  partnership  with  PVederick  R.  IVterson,  forming  the 
firm  of  Stevens  6c  Peterson.  Mr.  Stevens  was  elected  district  attorney  of 
Cattaraugus  Co.  in  1877,  and  reelected  in  1880,  serving  continuously  in  that 
offiice  from  January  i,  1878,  to  Dccein1)er  31,  1883.  In  1891  Mr.  vStevens  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Poard  of  Education  of  the  Jamestown  Public  Schools. 
Frederick  Robert  Peterson  was  born  in  I^llicott,  January  21,.  1856.  He  is  a 
son  of  Ph-ank  A.  and  Charlotte  (Johnson)  Peterson.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Jamestown  Union  vSchool  and  Collegiate  Institute  in  June,  1080.  He 
taught  school  one  year  and  then  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  Sheldon, 
Green,  Stevens  cK:  Benedict,  of  Jamestown.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Rochester  in  October,  1885.  From  1883  to  1888  Mr.  Peterson  served  as  clerk 
of  the  city  of  Jamestown,  and  in  May,  1892,  was  elected  supervisor.  In  1888 
he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  C.  R.  Lockwood,  which  was  dissolved  P^b- 
ruary  28,  1893.   Mr.  Peterson  then  entered  into  partnership  with  F.W.  Stevens. 

P'rank  E.  vSessions  was  born  at  Chautauqua,  May  22,  1847.  He  studied 
law  with  his  lincle,  Walter  L.  Sessions  of  Panama.  In  April,  1873,  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar,  and  in  1876  opened  an  office  in  Jamestown. 
He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Cornell  special  county  judge  for  this  county 
and  at  the  end  of  his  term  was  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has  been  treasurer  for  many  years  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Jamestown. 
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Dexter  D.  Dorn  was  born  in  Farniin<;ton,  Pa.,  September  26,  1849. 
After  attending  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  law  with  Wicks  «S:  Curtiss,  September  26,  1887,  was 
graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  ]\Iay  23,  1889,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Buffalo,  June  6,  1890,  and  has  since  been  a  law  practitioner  here. 

Vernon  E.  Peckham,  son  of  Lauriston  and  Mary  Jane  (Bacon)  Peckham, 
was  born  in  Caneadea,  Allegany  county,  October  i,  1849.  He  was  educated  at 
Belfast  Seminary  in  Belfast,  and  read  law  with  Hon.  D.  P.  Richardson  at 
Angelica,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1878.  Mr.  Peckham  fol- 
lowed his  profession  at  Attica  until  February,  1885,  when  he  came  to  James- 
town, and  has  since  been  in  practice.  In  July,  1891,  formed  a  partnership 
with  Frank  S.  Wheeler.  This  continued  two  years.  INIr.  Peckham  was 
elected  Special  County  Judge  and  assumed  the  office  Jan.  i,  1893. 

Frank  (Stevens)  Thorpe,  son  of  Hon.  Lewis  P.  Thorpe,  was  born  in  Napoli, 
Cattaraugus  county,  in  1851.  He  was  educated  at  the  Chamberlain  Insti- 
tute, Randolph,  and  at  Wcsleyan  University,  Middletown,  Coun.  He  ])egan 
the  study  of  law  with  Cook  ^  Lockwood  of  Jamestown,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Rochester  in  1881.  He  has,  however,  been  engaged  in  teaching  in 
the  Chamberlain  Institute  and  as  principal  of  Gowanda,  Forestville,  and 
Jamestown  Union  Schools, 

A.  Frank  Jenks  was  born  in  Poland,  March  i,  1851,  attended  Randolph 
Academy  and  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute,  and  Roches- 
ter University  where  he  w^as  graduated  in  1875.  He  was  then  principal  and 
disciplinarian  of  the  New  York  City  Juvenile  Asylum,  next  for  three  years 
principal  of  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute,  and  later 
principal  of  Olean  Union  School.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Denver, 
Col.,  in  F'ebruary,  1881,  later  taught  Latin  and  Greek  in  I'redonia  Normal 
School.  October  5,  1883,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  state  at  Rochester, 
and  opened  an  office  in  Jamestown. 

George  C.  VanDusen,  son  of  Benjamin  V.  and  Mehitable  (Lovell)  Van- 
Dusen,  was  born  in  Jamestown,  December  8,  1851.  He  was  educated  in 
Jamestown,  read  law  with  his  brother.  Judge  A.  A.  VanDusen,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1877,  and  commenced  law  practice  in  Sherman.  In  1887  he 
located  liere  as  a  lawyer.    He  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Simday  Siui, 

Wiltsie  &  Lewis. — L.  W.  Wiltsie,  a  native  of  the  county,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1875  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  H.  R.  Lewis  several 
years  ago. 

Olof  A.  Olson  was  born  at  Skarbolstorp,  Kil  Parish,  Vermland,  Sweden, 
December  17,  1851.  He  was  educated  partly  in  the  common  schools  of 
Sweden  and  at  Jamestown  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute.  After 
reading  law  for  some  time  in  Jamestown,  he  completed  his  studies  at  the 
Albany  law  school,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in  May,  1875. 
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He  established  himself  as  a  lawyer  in  Jamestown,  October  20,  1880.  He  is 
author  of  the  article  on  the  Swedes  published  in  this  volume. 

Robert  George  Shaw,  son  of  Thomas  G.  and  Cornelia  D.  (Bishop)  Shaw, 
was  born  June  20,  1852,  at  Newcomb,  Essex  county,  N.  Y.  When  he  was 
a  year  and  a  half  old  his  parents  removed  to  IMinerva  in  the  same  county, 
and  here  Robert  G.  received  a  common  school  education.  He  entered  the 
Elizabethtown,  N.  Y.,  Union  Free  School  and  Collegiate  Institute,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1874.  In  January,  1875,  he  commenced 
reading  law  in  the  offices  of  Hon.  Robert  S.  Hale,  Francis  A.  Smith  and 
Rowland  C.  Kellogg,  of  Elizabethtown,  and  in  January,  1878,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Albany  General  Term.  He  opened  an  office  in  IMinerva,  and 
practised  until  December,  1S82,  when  he  came  to  Jamestown,  and  followed 
his  profession  alone  until  vSeplember  i,  1883,  when  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  C.  R.  Lockwood,  which  was  dissolved  and  one  formed  with  John  Wood- 
ward August  I,  1885.  This  continued  until  October  i,  1886,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Shaw  has  practised  law  alone.  In  May,  1888,  he  was  elected  city 
clerk,  serving  four  years.  In  July,  1889,  he  was  appointed  city  attorney, 
and  held  the  office  three  years.  October  i,  1884,  Mr.  Shaw  married  Evelyn 
M.,  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Maria  E.  (Eddy)  Gardner. 

Joim  G.  Wicks,  son  of  Walter  D.  and  Wealthy  (Chirk)  Wicks,  was  born 
in  Carroll,  January  10,  1854.  He  was  educated  at  the  Jamestown  Union 
School  and  Collegiate  Institute.  In  1872  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  Cook  cN:  Lockwood  and  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Law  School  in 
1876,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year,  and  established  himself  in 
Jamestown  for  practice.  In  1883  l\Ir.  Wicks  formed  a  copartnership  with  J. 
Delevan  Curti.ss,  which  was  dissoh'ed  in  August,  1891.  Mr.  Wicks  has  been 
attorney  for  the  City  National  Bank  since  1877.  He  served  four  years  as  a 
meml^er  of  the  city  council.    Mr.  Wicks  married  Miss  Ivuma  L.  Russell. 

Joel  J.  Crandall  was  born  at  Mansfield,  Catt.  Co.,  Jan.  10,  1S54,  was  edu- 
cated in  common  schools,  at  Ten  Broeck  Free  Academy,  h'ranklinville,  and 
at  Chamberlain  Institute,  Randol|)h.  He  studied  law  witli  Nash  A:  Lincoln 
at  Little  \'alley,  and  Coxe  Whipple,  Salamanca,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  lUilTalo  in  June,  1SS5.  He  has  practiced  in  Salamanca,  and  at  James- 
town since  ( )ctober,  189(3. 

i)eln>rest  I).  Woodford  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1856,  was  educated 
at  the  Jamestown  High  vSchool,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Chautauqua  county 
bar  in  1SS2,  and  has  since  practiced  his  profession  here.  He  w.'is  village 
clerk  two  terms,  justice  of  the  peace  three  terms  and  has  served  as  vice- 
police  justice  several  \'ears. 

(xeorge  R.  Butts,  son  of  Merrill  and  Elsie  (Rice)  Butts,  was  born  at  Har- 
mony, December  31,  1857.  After  attending  Fredonia  Academy  and  James- 
town High  School,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Smith      Fisher  in  1880,  and 


Jamestown. 


781 


was  admitted  to  tlie  bar  at  Rochester  October  6,  18S3.  He  has  practiced  his 
profession  at  Jamestown,  and  was  special  county  jud<;e  from  January  i,  1887, 
to  January  i,  1893. 

J.  Delevan  Curtiss,  son  of  Edward  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Eaton)  Curtiss,  was 
born  in  Frewsburg,  April  13,  1858.  He  was  an  orphan  at  the  a<^e  of  four 
years,  and  early  became  accustomed  to  rely  upon  his  own  exertions.  He 
began  teachint;  school  when  sixteen,  and  subsc(piently  came  to  Jamestown 
and  entered  the  Union  School  and  Collegiate  Institute.  For  one  year  (1879-80) 
he  was  principal  at  the  Union  school  at  Kennedyvillc.  August  i,  1880,  he 
comuienced  the  study  of  law  with  John  G.  Wicks,  and  October  3,  1883,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Mr.Wicks 
which  continued  until  August  14,  1891.  Since  then  Mr.  Curtiss  has  pursued 
hts  profession  alone.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  in  May  1891,  he  was  elected 
alderman  of  the  first  ward — the  banner  republican  ward  of  the  city. 

Woodward  &  Brown. — John  Woodward,  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Cornelia 
(Lake)  Woodward,  was  born  at  Charlotte  Center,  August  18,  1859.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Fredonia  Normal  School  in  1878,  and  began  the  study 
of  law  with  Morris  &  Lambert  in  Fredonia,  then  attended  the  I  Jiiversity  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  ^Lay,  1881.  Admit- 
ted to  the  bar  at  Poughkeepsie  in  May,  1881,  he  commenced  to  practice  law 
in  Fredonia,  and  removed  to  Jamestown  in  August,  1883,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  was  appointed  the  first  city  attorney  under  the  charter,  in  April, 
1886,  served  two  years.  He  was  supervisor  of  the  ist,  2d  and  3d  wards  of 
the  city  in  1887  and  served  five  years  in  succession.  In  1S92  he  was  elected 
district  attorney.  May  26,  1886,  he  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Hon. 
George  Barker  of  Fredonia.  He  has  been  associated  in  practice  with  Hon. 
W.  L.  Sessions  and  with  Hon.  Eleazer  Green.  His  present  partner  is  Addi- 
son Herbert  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Pleasantville,  Pa.,  Nov.  22,  1869.  He  was 
graduated  from  Sherman  Academy  and  Union  School  in  June,  1885.  He 
studied  law  at  the  Piufialo  Law  School  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  P>uf- 
falo,  June  4,  1891,  practiced  law  in  that  city,  and,  October,  1893,  located  in 
Jamestown  and  is  now  in  partnershi])  with  John  W(Jodward. 

Alfred  L.  Furlow,  son  of  Luther  J.  and  ICmily  K.  (licach)  Furlow,  was 
born  in  Gerry  F^ebruary  8,  i860.  After  reading  law  for  two  years  with  B.  A. 
Barlovv',  of  Jamestow^n,  he  went'to  Michigan  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
December,  1884.  In  1885  he  returned  to  Jamestown  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Rochester,  and  opened  an  ofifice  here.  June  24,  1889,  he  was 
appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  in  1890  was  elected  for 
a  four-year  term.   In  one  year  by  virtue  of  his  office  he  married  over  90  couples. 

Hon.  Egburt  Erie  Woodbury,  only  son  of  Frank  and  Philetta  (Mills) 
Woodbury,  was  born  at  Cherry  Creek,  March  29,  1861.  Frank  Wood- 
bury his  father  was  a  native  of  Cherry  Creek  where  he  lived  until  his 
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death  in  1862  ;  bis  wife  died  about  ten  years  later.  Egburt  then  went 
to  live  with  an  aunt  at  Randolph.  He  received  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  supplemented  by  a  three  years'  course  at 
Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randol])!!.  He  commenced  reading  law  with  Hon. 
Rodney  R.  Crowley  at  Randolph  in  1881,  and  attended  the  Albany  Law 
School.  In  1882  he  came  here  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Lakin  »S:  Ses- 
sions, remained  until  1884,  when  he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  Rochester. 
In  July,  1884,  he  entered  into  a  law  partnership  with  Lakin  <5s:  Sessions, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lakin,  Sessions  &:  Woodbury.  This  partnership  was 
terminated  a  few  days  after  by  the  sudden  death  of  Judge  Lakin.  The  firm 
of  Sessions  A:  Woodbury  was  then  formed  and  continued  for  one  year.  Mr. 
Woodbury  was  then  associated  with  Hon.  George  R.  Butts  as  Woodbury  & 
Butts  and  continued  until  1890.  Air.  Woodbury  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Jamestown  in  1886,  held  the  ofiice  until 
January  i,  1890,  declining  a  reelection  In  the  summer  of  1890  he  entered 
the  list  of  competitors  to  secure  the  nomination  of  his  party  (Republican)  for 
the  office  of  member  of  assembly  from  this  district.  At  the  caucuses  of  his 
part)',  after  a  spirited  contest,  he  fairly  won  the  nomination.  The  election 
which  followed  gave  Mr.  Wood])ury  a  pluralit\' of  1,721  votes.  He  was  again 
nominated  without  opj)osition,  and  elected  to  succeed  himself  in  tlie  fall  of 
1891,  receiving  a  plnralit)'  of  2,669  votes.  His  services  in  tlie  legislature  of 
1891  and  1892  met  with  the  general  approval  of  his  constituents.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Republican  County  Committee  from  Jamestown  in  '89  '90 
and  '91,  serving  as  chairman  in  1889,  and  general  manager  of  the  campaign 
work  in  1891.  Fle  is  now  in  nomination  for  surrogate  on  the  Republican 
ticket.  I)eceml)er  25,  1880,  he  married  Florence  E.,  daughter  of  Wales  F. 
and  I\liza])eth  (Smith)  Holbrook  of  Randolph.  They  had  four  children, 
Grace  K.,  I'rank  C,  (  jleun  C,  and  Roy  H.,  who  died  Deceuiber  31,  1890. 

Frederick  A.  Brightman,  son  Of  Joseph  and  Lucinda  (  Alien)  Brightman, 
was  born  in  CiN  uier,  September  17,  1S61.  He  attended  the  Fredonia  Normal 
School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  IhitTalo,  June  6,  1884.  He  read  law 
with  Hon.  Walter  L.  Ses>i()ns  at  Panama,  iiud  soon  after  being  admitted  to 
practice  formed  a  ]>artnership  with  him  which  continued  until  i'S87,  when 
he  went  to  Hutchinson,  Kansas.  He  returned  to  Jamest«)wn  in  January, 
iSSS,  and  h)rmed  a  ]>artnership  with  A.C  Bickard,  which  continued  until  1890. 

h*^rank  S.  Wheeler,  son  of  Silas  J.  and  Maria  Wheeler,  was  born  at  l^lling- 
ton,  December  16.  1864.  He  read  law  with  Hon.  Theodore  .\.  Case  at  IClling- 
ton,  and  with  I'ootey,  I'owler  &  Weeks,  was  graduated  from  Albany  Law 
School  in  1887,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1887,  at  Albany.  He 
practiced  his  profession  at  P^llington  until  July,  1890,  when  he  came  to  James- 
town and  in  1891  formed  a  partnership  with  V.  E.  Beckham  which  con- 
tinned  two  years. 
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Klhanan  \V.  Hucklin,  Jr.,  son  of  Elhanan  W.  and  Sallie  (Akin)  Bncklin, 
is  a  native  of  Carroll.  He  read  law  with  Green,  Prendery;ast  &  Benedict, 
attended  the  law  department  of  Union  University,  was  gradnated  as  B.  L.  in 
1888,  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in  May,  1888,  and  at  Erie,  Pa.,  in  1891. 
He  has  practiced  his  profession  in  Erie  connty.  Pa.,  and  located  in  Jamestown 
in  July,  1893. 

John  H.  Prather,  .son  of  A.  S.  and  Lucy  J.  Prather,  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1866.  He  studied  law  with  C.  R.  Lock  wood,  I£sq.,  was  graduated 
from  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in  May,  1890,  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Buffalo 
January  10,  1890,  and  established  himself  at  Jamestown  in  July,  1892. 

Leon  L.  Fancher  studied  law  in  Cornell  Lhiiversity  and  was  graduated 
therefrom  in  1891  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  then  commenced  a  course 
of  legal  studies  with  Green  (S:  Woodward  and  opened  an  ofhce  here  in  1892. 

Her))ert  L.  Hunt,  a  practicing  attorney  in  Jamestown,  is  the  second  sou 
of  Henry  N.  and  Harriet  A.  (Crofoot)  Hunt  of  Poland.  He  entered  the  law 
office  of  Vernon  E.  Peckham  at  Jamestown,  September  9,  1889,  and  read  law 
two  years,  then  attended  the  Albany  Law  School,  graduating  therefrom 
June  17,  1892.    He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  May  6,  1892. 

Wilton  C.  Lindsey,  born  at  Frewsburg,  was  a  .son  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Lindsey. 
Read  law  with  Hon.  Walter  L.  Sessions  and  John  Woodward,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  January  10,  1889,  at  Buffalo,  and  has  since  practiced  at  James- 
town. In  1 89 1  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Chautauqua  National 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  is  its  attorney. 

The  calendar  gives  the  name  of  George  W.  Potter  as  a  lawyer. 


Jamestown  was  incorporated  as  a  city  March  31,  1886.  There  was  but 
one  regular  ticket  at  the  first  election  held  April  13,  and  C)scar  F.  Price 
received  1,780  votes  for  mayor  out  of  tlie  total  vote  of  1,915. 

CITY  f.oVICRNMlCNT.  isso  -Miiyor.  Ommt  !■.  I'lii-r.  Aliit  rimii,  1  ir^t  W.ir.l  :  lolm  C.  \Viok>.  Adam 
IVirls  ;  Sccojxl  Ware!  :  W.  T.  Hradsliaw.  'riicfxlon-  Iv  <  ,raii<!iii  ;  Tliird  Ward  ;  C  I  .  IKdtnan,  ),itiUN  s.  ICIli^; 
I-ourth  Ward  :  l-:iial  I".  CarpctUrr.  Conrad  A.  Unit:  liltli  Ward:  I'.dward  R.  H(h)Ii-\ .  H  ir.nn  s.  Hall.  Clerk, 
l  rc<l.  K.  tt  rson.  Trca'-iirt  r,  Henry  Ka]>i)<)I«-.  ICiii^iru't  r.  <  ',<  f)rt;<  W.  Jmiks.  Attorn*  y.  )i<lin  Woodward. 
StrcLl  Coninii^sioncr,  Kh^slII  J.  I'orhcs.  Jtistico,  Mar.-h.-ill  I".  Stri-.nk,  !)<•  l  orcsl  1).  Woodford,  Ksit.nrt  1-:. 
WixxUmry.  Ilcihcrt  I'.  IJain.  Assessors.  Janus  C.  Sampson,  John  W.  Jolmson.  Jfdm  M.  1  arnliani.  Tolicc 
Justice,  llcnry  J.  Vales. 

i^s;— Ma\ or,  fiscar  I".  Price.  AMcrmt  ii,  I'irsl  War<l  :  Jolm  «"..  Wicks.  Adam  Ports;  Second  Ward.  T. 
c.randin.  W.  I).  Slicdd  ;  Thin'  Ward  :  Janus  S.  Ellis.  CltarUs  I-.  Hcdman  :  I'onrth  Ward  .  Conr.id  A.  Hull, 
Iknjamiu  Nichols;  Pilth  Ward:  p:d\vanl  K.  llootcy,  I'rank  15,  Itnsh.  Ckrk,  V.  K.  Peterson.  Treasurer, 
Henry  Rappole.  K>i)j;ineer,  iieorKe  W.  Joius.  Attorney,  John  Woo<l\vnrd.  Street  Commissioner,  R.  J. 
POrhes.  Justices,  I).  D.  Woodlord.  K.  K.  W(K)db»iry,  IP  V.  Hain,  M.  V.  Strtink.  Assessors,  J.  W.  Jolmson, 
Jolm  M   Parnham,  J.  C.  Sanip.son.    Police  Justice  II.  J.  Yates. 

rsNS-Mayor.  Cscar  P".  Price.  Aldermen.  P'irsl  Ward:  Adam  I'orts,  John  <"..  Wicks;  Second  Ward:  Wil- 
liam U.  Shed<l,  Theo«lorc  E.  (»randin  :  Third  VVar«l:  Charles  P".  Hedman,  Robert  Ilryan  ;  P'ourth  Ward:  IJenja- 
min  Nichols,  Halbert  A.  llarrow.s  ;  P'ifth  Ward;  Frank  13.  Hush.  Sanuiel  Hri^KS.  Clerk.  R.  <;.  Shaw.  Treasurer, 
Henry  Rappole.  EnK'^c*?'',  Cicorge  W.  Jone.s.  Attorney,  A.  C.  Wade,  Street  Commissioner.  Ceorfje  W.  Jones. 
Ju.sticef*.  K.  E.  WcKxlhury.  H.  V.  Haiti,  M.  i'.  Stnink.  («lied,  and  Sept.  5,  W.  Hucklin.  Jr..  apiK)inted),  D.  D. 
WooUfonl.    AHMeKsorA,  J.  M.  Farnham,  J.  C.  SanipRon,  J.  W.  Johuson.    I'olice  Justice.  Henry  J.  Vate.s. 
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issg— Mijyor,  Oscar  F.  Price.  Aldermen,  First  Ward;  John  O.  Wicks,  Adam  Ports;  Second  Ward:  T. 
Grandin,  15.  W.  llayward  ;  Third  Ward,  Robert  Ilryan,  James  S.  Elllis ;  Fourth  Ward:  H.  A.  Barrows,  Charles 
K.  Morse:  Fifth  Ward:  Samuel  Jlriggs,  Frank  H.  Hush.  Clerk,  R.G.Shaw.  Treasurer,  Henry  Rapjwle. 
Engineer,  G.  W.  Jones.  Attorney,  K.  G.  Sliaw.  Street  Commissioner,  George  W.  Junes.  Justices,  H.  U.  IJain, 
(A.  r,.  Furlow  a])iK)inted  to  succee<I  him  J  uue  24),  U.  U.  WiMjdlord,  F*.  W.  Uuckliii,  Jr.  .\ssessurs,  J.  yi,  l-'urn- 
ham,  John  W.  Johnson,  j.  C.  Satnpson.    Police  Justice,  Henry  J.  Yates. 

iN/>— Mayor,  Oscar  F.  Price.  Aldermen,  First  Wartl:  Adam  Ports,  Jackson  C.  Meredith;  Second  Ward:  IJen- 
jamin  W.  ir:iyw:ird,  Peter  H.  Hoyt  ;  Third  Ward:  James  S.  l-:ilis,  John  Swanson  ;  Fourth  Ward:  Charles  E. 
Morse,  John  W.  Willard  ;  Fiftli  Ward:  Frank  H.  Push,  I'rank  H.  Geor)>e.  Clerk,  Robert  C.  Shaw.  Treasurer, 
Norman  R.  Thompson.  Fingineer,  George  W.  Jones.  Attorney,  Robert  G.  Sh  aw.  Street  Commi.ssioncr,  tieurj^e 
W.  Jones.  Justices,  I)e  Forest  D.  Woo<lford,  F".  W.  Pucklin,  Jr.,  (resigned  and  Charles  W.  Creal  appointed  to 
succeed  him  in  Junei,  .\lfred  I..  Furlow,  George  W.  Norton.  Assessors,  John  M.  Farnh.im,  James  C.  Sampson, 
John  W.  Johnson.    Police  Jxislice,  Henry  J.  Y.ites. 

— Mayor,  G^c.ir  Price.  .\Ulermen,  l-'irst  Ward,  J.  C.  Meredith.  J.  Delevun  Curtiss  ;  Secontl  Ward: 
Peter  H.  Hoyt,  H.  W.  H.ayward;  Thiril  War.l:  John  Swanson,  Robert  Hryan;  Fourth  Ward:  J  .  W.  Willard,  Chas. 
E.  Morse;  1-itth  Ward:  Frank  H.  (ieorge,  Jerem-.ah  Hotchkiss.  Clerk,  R.  G.  Shaw.  Treasurer,  N.  R.  Thomp- 
son. F'ngineer,  George  W.  Jones.  .\tt«)rney,  G.  Shaw.  Street  Commissiojier.  Dana  Fenton.  Justices,  G. 
W.  Norton,  C.  W.  Creal,  .A.  I..  l"urlow,  D.  L>.  \V<  odf'oril.  .Assessors,  J.  M.  l"arnham,  J.  W.  Jolinson,  William 
Kelliher.    Police  Justice,  Henry  J.  Yates. 

I'^^j— Mayor,  Oscar  F.  Price,  .\lclermen,  l-"irst  Ward  :  J.  De-levan  Curtiss,  James  A.  Clary  ;  Second  Ward  : 
U.  W.  Haywaril,  John  p.  o'Coiiuel  ;  Third  Ward  :  Robert  Hryan,  John  Swanson  ;  Fourth  Ward  :  C.  H.  Morse, 
Conrad  A.  Hult  ;  l  ittli  W.ird  :  .Jeremiah  Hotchkis.s,  August  C.  Nonjuist.  CK  rk,  .James  G.  Parker.  Treasurer, 
Norman  R.  Tlionip-oii.  Ivugineer,  George  W.  Jones.  Attorney,  John  G.  Wicks.  Strt  et  Commissioner,  Dana 
Fenton.  Justices,  I).  D.  Woodford,  C.  W.  Creal,  -V.  I,  I'urlow,  F;.  P,  Mahoney.  .Vsses  >ors,  J  .M.  I'arnhiun,  W. 
Kelliher,  Oscar  \\  Johnson.    Police  Justice,  Henry  J.  Yates. 

isi)  v-Mayor.o-car  I'.  Price.  .Mdernuii,  First  Ward:  J.  .\.  Clary.  Noah  W.  Gokey  ;  Second  Ward:  John  F, 
O'Connel.  Michael  W.  Ward;  Third  Ward;  John  Swanson,  William  H.  Cole  ;  Fourth  Ward  :  Conr.ui  A.  Hult, 
Sunniel  A.  Carlson  ;  FiKh  Ward  ;  .\.  C.  .\or<iuist,  Jeremi.ih  Hotchkiss.  Clerk,  J.<"..  Hurker.  'I'nasurer,  N.  K. 
Thompson.  llu.nimer,  <".ioige  W.  Jotus.  .\Ui>rney,  .Joliu  <"..  Wicks.  Street  Commissioner,  Dana  l  eutoii. 
Justices,  C.  \\'.  Cre.il,  .\.  I..  Furlow,  D.  D.  Woo.Uord,  1%  P.  .Malujuey.  Assessors,  J.  M,  Farnham,  William  Kelli- 
her, Jcthn  .\.  Hiihpiist.    Police  J\istice,  Henry  J.  Yates. 

i^x)  — .Mavor,  i;ie.i/er  « ".reen.  Aldermen,  First  Ward  :  N,  W.  C.okey,  Clarence  II.  I.ake  ;  Second  Ward; 
M,  W.  Ward,  Walter!!.  Hortou;  Tliird  Ward;  W.  H.  Cole,  J.  F.mil  Johnson;  Fourtli  Ward,  S.  A. 
Carlson,  Conrad  .\.  Unit;  Fifth  W;ird,  A.  C.  Norcpiist.  Myron  A.  Fish.  Clerk.  J.  <'.,  l!;irker,  Treasurer,  N.  K. 
Thompson.  I  jigineer.  G.  W.  Jones.  Attorney,  John  G.  Wicks.  Street  Comnussioner,  Horace  Walker. 
Justices.  A.  I,.  Furlow,  D.  I).  W(H>dford,  iMward  Mahoney,  II.  I,.  Hunt.  .Assessors,  J.  .M.  Farnliain,  J.  C. 
ThoiiKis.  .\udrew  Kuiid>|uist.    Police  J ustice,  H.  J.  Yates. 

SrPi;KV!S(»KS  :  iS.S6,  Daniel  ( Triswold,  Jcroiiio  H.  I'-ishcr  ;  1SS7,  Jijlm  Woodward,  Henry  B. 
L;innners  ;  iSSS,  John  \V»)< )d\\ ard,  John  J.  .\ldrich  :  1SS9,  John  Woodward,  J.  J.  Aldrich  ;  1S90, 
John  Wootlward,  J.  J.  Aldrich  ;  iSi>!,  John  Wootlward,  J.  J.  Aldrich  ;  iSyj,  J.  J.  Al<U-ich,  IVed. 
K.  IVlerson  ;  lS>^;,  J.  J.  Aldrich,  .'anies  .\.  Clary  ;  1^9.},  J.  J.  .Vldrich,  James  .\.  Clary. 

As  a  citv  Jaiuestow  n  lias  more  than  fulfilled  expectations.  It  has  ke])t 
pace  with  cities  of  greater  po])ulation  and  wealth.  Its  wealth  lies  in  the  great 
nninlK-r  and  variety  of  its  individual  enterprises.  It  has  always  been  noted 
for  the  diversity  of  its  products,  and  this  is  the  chief  rea.son  of  its  i)rosperity. 
Nathan  Ihown,  1\><1.,  in  an  .iccount  of  Hathoating  from  1843  to  I'S^-*^,  men- 
tions the  a'rticK'S  made  here  forming  his  cargoes:  Pails,  tulxs,  keelcrs, 
veneers,  lath,  shingles,  has"  ralces,  cradles,  se>the-suaths,  half-bushel  and 
smaller  woo(U-n  measmes,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  etc.  In  the  )'ears  menti(jned  he 
run  65  boats,  and  sold  5190, 00'^;  worth  of  goods  made  in  Jamestown.  This 
diversity  of  ])roduction  has  continued.  From  18S3  to  1S93  the  valuation  of 
the  city's  real  and  j)er.sonal  j)roi)erty  increased  from  $2,7  1 1 ,39 1  to  $4,847,297. 
Its  prosperity  has  not  been  dependent  alone  on  one  or  two  gigantic  indu.s- 
tries,  to  languish  when  they  were  idle.  No  manufacturing  city  of  America 
has  so  many  varying  products  for  the  population  and  capital  invested,  nor 
is  there  one  where  individual  enterprise  does  so  much  of  the  business.  The 
goods  manufactured  include  worsted  good.s,  woolens,  knit  goods,  cotton 
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warps,  plush,  etc.,  rough  and  dressed  lumber,  sash,  doors,  blinds,  sliding 
blinds,  and  kindred  commodities,  shoes,  clothing,  shirts,  cane-seat  chairs, 
wood-seat  chairs,  chamber  suits,  lounges,  spring  beds,  splint-seat  chairs, 
tables,  bedsteads,  mantels,  bent-chair-stock,  hall-racks,  pianos,  butter  pack- 
ages, carriages,  wagons,  cylinder  and  other  desks,  veneers,  wooden  boxes, 
steam  engines,  boilers,  axes,  machine  repairing,  iron  specialties,  wrenches, 
metallic  vault  and  bank  furniture,  bicycles,  washing  machines,  clothes- 
wringers,  corn-planters,  general  machinery,  sail  and  row  boats,  vitrified 
brick,  photographic  paper,  photographic  plates,  paper  boxes,  mattresses, 
snuff,  flour,  feed,  etc.  These  are  the  leading  manufacturing  interests,  although 
there  are  other  important  establishments. 

We  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  Sunday  Siitf  in  May,  1894.  As  the 
publisher  Guy  II.  Fuller  is  state  factory  inspector  of  this  district,  the  figures 
given  are  ofiicial  : 

I'roin  less  than  S,(k)o  inhabilants  in  1S69  Jamestown  has  risen  to  be  a  city  of  fnlly  22,<xx)  in 
1S94,  and  is  still  j^rowin^.  I'roni  the  ])altry  sliops  that  eatered  to  a  local  trade  in  1S69  have 
;^ro\vn,  according  to  the  books  of  the  factory  inspector,  150  nianufactnrinj^  establishments,  re})re- 
sentin<^  nearly  every  brancli  of  indnstry,  and  sending  their  jiroducts  into  all  the  markets  of  the 
world.  There  are  millions  of  dollars  invested  in  the  plants  of  these  factcjries,  the  value  of  their 
pro<lncts  will  more  than  reach  the  two  hundred  millions  mark  every  year  and  at  a  very  low  esti- 
mate their  payrolls  at  j)resent  represent  a  yearly  outlay  of  more  than  52,5<»<i,<)(  x).  These  olTicial 
fij^ures  place  Jamestown  far  in  the  leatl  of  all  towns  of  its  si/.e  in  the  I'nited  v^tates  an<l  jirobably 
in  the  world.  (Tlie  factories  at  I'alconer,  which  are  practically  Jamestown  enterprises  are 
included.)  The  books  show  that  there  are  at  ])resent  emj^loyed  a  total  of  5, 257  persons,  male 
and  female,  in  the  factories  of  Jamestown.  With  the  established  average  as  a  basis  this  would  in«li- 
cate  that  only  about  143  families  are  unrepresented  in  the  manufactories  and  when  all  manvifac- 
turinjjj  industries  are  said  to  be  lanj^uishing.  Taking  into  consideration  the  larj^je  nmnbcr  of 
}X'o]>le  emjiloyed  in  other  business  houses  it  is  evident  that  there  are  few  if  ajiy  ])ersons  unem- 
l)loyed,  and  we  doubt  if  any  city  in  the  country  can  make  a  better  showin>^. 

The  well-located  municij)al  center  of  a  district  ])resenting  such  mau>'- 
si(k(l  prospt  rit)'  as  that  surrounding  Jamestown,  must  of  necessit)'  bo  a  flour- 
ishing community,  an  agreeable  i)laoe  of  residence,  the  seat  of  commercial 
enter[)rise  and  of  numufacturing  activity  '*  while  grass  grows  "  in  the  fiir  fields 
and  water  runs "  in  the  beautifid  Chadakt)in  river.  Here  are  the  most 
favorable  conditions  for  that  agreement  of  labor  and  ca])ital  which  is  the 
basis  of  business  success.  Mere  is  a  home  market  of  nO|,  mean  import- 
ance, the  largest  butter  market  of  the  state,  and  an  abundant  su]->ply 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  upon  the  cheap  and  easy  procurement  of  which 
so  largely  depend  the  health,  the  happiness,  the  comfo."t  and  the  satis- 
faction of  the  wage-earner.  Each  year  sees  thousands  of  dollars  expended  in 
new  and  improved  business  hou.ses,  juivatc  residences  and  factories.  The 
luxuries  of  modern  domestic  life  are  sought  and  secured  ;  the  advance  of  each 
generation  is  marked  by  notable  development  of  taste  and  the  realization  of 
greater  comfort  and  higher  refinement.  The  cost  of  living  is  cheaper  than 
in  most  places  in  Western  New  York:    Labor  of  all  kinds  is  comparatively 
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cheap,  because  a  larger  proportion  of  wage-workers  live  in  their  own  houses 
than  is  usual  elsewhere.  In  every  requirement  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  manufactures  Jamestown  enjoys  many  advantages.  Jamestown  has 
ever  responded  more  than  liberally  to  objects  of  state  aid  and  charity, 
while,  to  give  one  example  of  its  way  of  aiding  the  distress  of  individu- 
als, we  will  state  that  its  contributions  to  the  sufferers  from  the  Johns- 
town flood  amounted  to  $7,400,  With  electric  car  lines,  electric  lights, 
a  water  supply  ample  in  quantity  and  pure  in  quality,  a  system  of  sew- 
ers and  paved  streets,  in  which  nearly  $250,000  is  expended  this  year, 
Jamestown  offers  all  the  advantages  as  a  place  of  residence  that  any  place 
possesses,  while  at  its  ver)'  door  lies  a  lake  resort  which,  for  healthful- 
ness  and  beauty,  excels  anything  that  other  cities  enjoy.  Its  railroad  facil- 
ities are  of  the  best,  its  banks,  with  ample  capital,  are  judiciously  managed, 
its  citizens  are  progressive,  and  gladly  welcome  and  generously  support  any 
new  enterprise  that  comes  to  them  in  good  faith  and  honesty.  It  has  all  the 
elements  which  conduce  to  a  healthy  and  hearty  growth,  and  its  future  can- 
not be  other  than  happy  and  prosperous. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

THE  PRENDERGASTS. 

Three  generations  of  Prendergasts  have  wrought  in  the  construction  of 
Jamestown.  The  family  has  been  intimately  connected  with  its  affairs  from 
its  development  out  of  the  forest  wilderness  to  a  city  full  of  life,  activity 
and  prosperity.  It  has  been  well  said  that  the  lives  of  the  Prendergasts  was 
so  frequently  marked  by  benefactions  to  the  people,  from  the  founding  of 
the  place  by  the  grandfather  to  the  date  or  the  noble  posthumous  gift  of  the 
grandson  made  valid  by  his  surviving  parents,  and  it  presents  such  an  un- 
l)roken  record  of  high  personal  cliaracter  and  well-impro\-ed  talents,  that  it 
would  seem  dereliction  of  duty  not  to  place  an  enduring  record  on  these 
pages  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  place.'' 

Janu  s  rrrndci  i^ast,  the  founder  of  Jamestown,  was  a  physician,  born  in 
Pawling,  X.  V.,  Marcli  9,  1764.  In  1794-5  he  traveled  extensively  in  the 
South  and  West.  He  ])assed  weeks  among  the  Indians,  although  their 
hostility  to  the  whites  at  the  time  was  marked  by  many  massacres  and  battles. 
He  met  that  great  o])ponent  of  the  whites,  Tecumseh,  and  exchanged  rifles 
with  him,  and  visited  the  Spanish  governor  of  Louisiana  and  negotiated 
terms  of  settlement  for  a  colon)',  which  never  materialized.  In  1S06  he  first 
visited  ''The  Rapids.''  (See  page  205)    Reasoning  that  for  many  years  the 
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onlv  reinuncrative  industry  here  must  be  lumbering,  and  that  the  best  water 
privilege,  with  the  best  mills,  must  become  a  thriving  center  of  population 
and  trade,  he  selected  Chautauqua  lake  as  his  mill  pond,  and  the  nearest 
point  to  the  lake  where  the  outlet  made  a  perceptible  fall  as  the  location  of 
the  future  city.  The  far-seeing  sagacity  that  so  forecasted  the  future  marks 
its  possessor  as  a  more  than  ordinary  man.  His  brother  Tvlatthew  secured  the  d 
land  and  water  power  for  him,  and  James  went  to  Rensselaer  county,  where 
he  married  Agnes  Thompson,  who  was  a  noble  helpmate  to  him.  She 
brought  liim  ^17,000  as  capital  to  develop  a  home  in  the  forest  solitudes. 

With  this  and  their  joint  efforts,  all  the  Prendergast  undertakings  became 
successes."  She  had  culture  and  fine  literary  tastes,  was  a  notable  housewife 
and  the  Lady  Bountiful  of  the  community.  Her  deeds  of  kindness  and 
hospitality  linger  yet  in  tradition  almost  like  holy  sacraments.  *'  The  family  of 
every  new-comer  must  take  their  first  meal  with  her,  and  she  always  sent  them 
a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  pail  of  soft  soap  as  the  first  requisites  of  commencing 
pioneer  housekeeping."  In  keeping  with  his  selection  of  a  mill  site  was  Mr. 
Prendergast's  policy  concerning  his  land.  He  paid  for  it  in  cash,  and  gained 
a  clear  title.  This  wise  plan  enabled  him  to  stand  as  a  guardian  of  the  settlers 
at    The  Rapids  "  in  the  preservation  of  their  homes.    It  is  recorded  that 

he  felled  the  first  tree  in  the  Prendergast  settlement  on  Chautauqua  lake, 
and  felled  tlie  first  tree  in  his  clearing  at  'The  Rapids.'  "  The  removal  of 
his  first  mill  dam  was  to  him  a  blessing  in  disguise.  The  land  he  bought 
for  the  site  of  his  new^  mills  was  far  better  suited  for  business  locations,  and 
during  long  years  James  Prendergast  laid  well  and  firmly  the  foundations  of 
the  metropolis  of  this  county.  His  wise  sagacity  was  further  shown  in  the  • 
early  attempt  to  establish  here  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  so  that,  when  the 
magnificent  timber  supply  was  exhausted,  other  manufacturing  industries 
would  be  in  active  operation  to  provide  labor  for  thousands,  and  the  wealth 
and  prosperitN*  of  his  city  would  stand  on  enduring  bases. 

An  educated  and  christian  gentleman,  he  builded  well  for  moral,  religious 
and  educational  causes,  and  was  one  of  the  marked  leaders  of  WV-stern  Xew 
York.  He  was  the  first  supervisor  of  Ellicott,  the  first  ]K)stmaster  of  James- 
town, and  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  But,  modest  and  unosten- 
lations,  he  never  sought  offices,  accepting  onlv  those  duty  indicated  him  to 
take.  I  n  i«S36,  having  seen  the  progress  ol  his  village  vindicate  his  choice  of 
location,  his  policy  and  his  management,  its  population  risen  to  2,000,  with 
the  water-power,  whose  capabilities  he  perceived  while  in  the  wilderness 
state,  driving  hundreds  of  machines  and  supporting  hundreds  of  families, 
with  a  grateful  populace  affectionately  holding  him  in  veneration,  he  sold 
his  interests  here  and  retired  to  his  country  seat  at  Kiantone,  where  he  died 
in  1846  aged  82.  He  was  a  large  man,  of  fine  personal  appearance,  courtly 
and  dignified,  and  a  fine  type  of  ideal  manhood,  gentleness  and  honor. 
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Alexander  Thompson  Preudergast^  son  of  James  and  Agnes  (Thompson) 
Prenderi^ast,  was  born  in  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  Febrnary  3,  1809,  and  as  an  infant 
came  to  this  county  and  knew  no  otiier  lionie.    He  was  fitted  for  college  in 
Jamestown,  but  active  particijxition  in  the  management  of  his  father's  varied 
interests  devolved  on  him,  and  so  it  came  that  his  life  was  passed  in  quiet 
application  to  business.    He  manifested  the  family  energy  and  acumen,  and 
the  large-hearted  benevolence  and  broad  Christianity  of  his  parents  he  in- 
herited in  generous  measure.    Dominated  by  a  high  sense  of  honor,  he  had 
unrelenting  scorn  for  trickery  and  double  dealing.       For  many  years  after 
the  sale  of  tlie  Jamestown  property  the  financial  stringency  of  the  times 
rendered  very  problematical  the  success  of  the  purchasing  syndicate  ;  and, 
but  for  the  extraordinary  forbearance  and  aid  of  Alexander  T.  Prendergast, 
many  leading  men  and  commercial  houses  would   have   been  involved 
in  ruin."    When  his  father  and  himself  closed  business  in  1S36  they  held 
notes  of  many  people,  mostly  collectible,  amounting  to  ^10,000,  for  money 
loaned  and  property  sold.    They  were  of  one  mind  concerning  their  disposi- 
\Ao\\— they. put  tJteni  into  (he  fire.    Alexander  inherited  his  father's  superior 
intellect  and  generosity,  and  his  mother's  great  heart  and  pure  soul,  and  was 
educated  by  them  to  think  rightly,  act  justly,  and  ever  to  practice  generosity. 
He  was  a  most  dutiful  son,  an  unceasing  friend.    Dr.  Hazeltine  well  says  he 
was  the  exemplar  of  the  loving  and  faithful  husband,  of  the  affectionate 
father,  of  the  kind  and  helping  neighbor,  of  the  good  and  patriotic  citizen,  of 
charity  towards  every  human  being,  of  kindness  towards  all  of  God's  crea- 
tures.   He  was  during  his  whole  life  a  diligent  laborer,  believing  that  it  was 
every  man's  duty  to  '  earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,'  and  that  idleness 
was  tlie  fruitful  parent  of  misery  and  wrong-doing.  He  fed  the  hungry,  clothed 
the  naked,  housed  the  needy  and  unfortunate,  visited  the  sick  and  the  decrepit, 
and  ministered  to  their  wants  and  necessities.    He  was  pure  in  heart  and  in 
mind,  never  pufted  up  by  riches  or  by  the  extent  and  value  of  his  possessions. 
In  addition  to  all  the  other  sterling  traits  of  character  and  good  qualities, 
Alexander  T.  Prendergast  was  one  of  the  most  patriotic  men  of  ])atriotic 
Chautauqua  county.     He  contributed  his  thousands  to  the  country's  defense. 
He  gave  to  every  soldier  from  Kiantone  $100  as  soon  as  enlisted.  pA'er\' 
word  we  have  written  of  Alexander  T.  Prendergast  is  strictly  true,  as  e\  er\ 
fair-minded  honest  man  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  liim  will  say." 
He  was  ever  alert  to  see  what  he  could  do  to  advance  and  benefit  not  onlv 
the  individual  but  the  community.    Moie  to  him  tlian  to  any  other  person 
is  this  county  indebted  for  its  high  grade  of  stock.    He  imported  cattle  of 
the  best  foreign  strains,  and  sold  their  full-blood  progeny  on  very  favorable 
terms.     In  every  and  in  all  ways  he  lived  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  a 
true  man.    Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  said  of  him  :      He  stands  in  the  front 
rank  of  nobilit\'  viewed  as  a  generous,  charitable  man.     As  such  he  is  far 
above  my  feeble  praise."    He  died  in  Jamestown  August  i,  1S85. 
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Witli  rare  filial  devotion  Mr.  Prendergast  remained  unmarried  until  after 
the  death  of  his  parents,  making  their  comfort  his  principal  business.  In 
April,  1847,  married  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (  Patterson) 
Norton,  of  Westfield.  ]\Ir.  Norton  was  the  first  cabinet  maker  of  Westfield, 
and  was  also  a  student  and  an  artist,  and  had  received  *a  fine  education.  His 
daughter  had  the  same  artistic  and  literary  temperament,  which  developed 
into  a  nature  passionately  fond  of  all  things  beautiful,  gentle,  lovable,  and  a 
fitting  person  to  be  a  life  companion  to  the  gentle  Alexander.  P'lowers 
])loomed  under  her  hands,  and  her  home  was  ever  one  of  artistic  beauty. 
vShc  thoroughly  identified  herself  with  the  aims  of  her  husband  and  son,  and 
worthily  uj)held  the  fair  fame  of  the  Prendergast  name.  Never  was  loyalty 
to  family  more  thoroughly  represented  than  in  her.  She  made  her  home 
happy,  and  when  death  took  all  the  loved  members  of  her  household,  leaving 
her  solitary  and  desolate,  her  life  was  devoted  to  perpetuating  their  memory 
aud  still  further  identifying  them  with  the  progress,  the  culture  and  the 
religious  growth  of  the  Jamestown  in  which  they  had  taken  pride.  The  large 
estate  to  which  she  had  succeeded  was  mainly  devoted  to  public  objects,  and 
the  city  has  received  through  her  munificence  a  magnificent  library  build- 
ing, a  fine  art  gallery,  and  the  finest  church  edifice  in  the  county.  Mrs. 
Prendergast  died  in  Rochester,  December  22,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prendergast 
had  two  children,  James  and  Catherine  M. 

Cat/icriNc  (A'i//ir)  M.  Proidrro^asf  was  born  April  2,  1854,  and  died  at  Mar- 
quette, Mich.,  August  2,  1864.  "  Kittie  was  a  most  exquisitely  beautiful 
child.  She  died  when  but  little  more  than  ten  years  old,  but  her  mind  was 
so  mature  that  she  was  no  comj)anion  for  children  of  that  age.  In  intellec- 
tual it\'  she  would  grace  any  circle  of  more  than  twice  those  \  ears.  She  was 
a  great  reader  of  books  of  high  intellectual  standing  that  would  fail  to  inter- 
est children  of  her  age.  A  knowledge  of  high  character  seemed  to  l)e  intui- 
tive with  her,  and  she  would  converse  with  remarkable  earnestness,  knowl- 
edge and  good  taste  on  subjects  that  her  elders  were  scarcely  acquainted  with. 
She  was  of  a  cheerful,  lively  temperament,  or,  as  one  expresses  it,  '  She  was 
a  ray  of  light  and  warmth  in  every  heart  upon  which  she  beamed.'  She  had 
a  good  constitution  and  was  filled  with  good  health,  although  of  that  delicate 
make  up  which  is  a  constituent  of  beauty  of  body  and  precocity  of  mind.'' — 
{Dr.  HazcUiuc). 

Kittie  was  a  delicate  flower  nipped  all  too  soon  by  the  frost  of  death,  but 
so  long  as  the  congregations  of  St.  Luke's  gather  for  service  in  the  elegant 
memorial  church,  so  long  will  her  memory  be  cherished  and  show  that  her 
young  life  was  not  lived  in  vain. 

James  IWndoxns/^  sow  of  Alexander  T.  and  ]\Iary  A.  (Norton)  Prender- 
gast, was  born  June  18,  1848,  at  Kiantone.  He  entered  Vale  College,  but 
by  advice  of  his  physicians  relinquished  a  collegiate  course,  and  studied  law  at 
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tlie  law  school  of  Columbia  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1871.  He 
possessed  legal  talents  of  the  first  order,  and  was  complimented  in  high  terms 
by  President  Dwight  on  his  attainments  and  scholarship.  In  1871  he 
entered  the  office  of  Cook  <S:  Lockwood,  but  soon  became  a  member  of  the 
new  legal  firm,  Green,  Prendergast  »S:  Wiltsie,"  which  subsequently  became 
Green,  Prendergast  «S:  Benedict,"  and  remained  so  until  his  death.  He 
was  early  imbued  with  an  ambition  to  appropriately  carry  on  the  work  for 
Jamestown  commenced  and  carried  on  by  his  grandfather  and  his  father,  and 
his  pride  in  his  grandfather's  memory  and  veneration  for  his  father's  high 
character  caused  him  to  early  adopt  as  his  work  the  linking  of  the  name  and 
fame  of  Prendergast  still  more  closely  with  the  growth  and  institutions  of 
Jamestown,  and  before  his  death  had  identified  the  family  with  the  real  estate 
owners  of  Jamestown  and  vicinity  to  the  amount  of  $140,000.  In  1875  he 
built  Prendergast  block."  This  was  the  finest  connnercial  building  in  the 
county.  He  conducted  his  life  in  an  eminently  practical  manner.  His 
thoughts  were  much  given  to  the  improvement  of  streets,  walks  and  toother 
matters  for  the  benefit  of  the  place,  and  whatever  he  did  was  done  thoroughly 
and  well.* 

In  him  reappeared  that  fine  physique,  commanding  presence, unfailing  cour- 
tesy and  cordiality  which  gave  his  progenitors  their  title  of perfect  gentle- 
men,'' and  winning  social  qualities  formed  a  leading  characteristic.  These, 
supplemented  by  culture,  refined  tastes  and  love  for  social  observances,  made 
him  a  leader  in  society  as  well  as  in  affi\irs.  He  was  a  prominent  Freemason, 
Odd  PVllow,  president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
G.  E.  C.  club.  As  an  evidence  of  his  popularity  we  will  state  that  he  was 
elected  member  of  assembly  in  1878  by  the  largest  majority  (with  one  excep- 
tion) ever  given  any  candidate  in  the  district.  PZllicott  gave  him  687  ma- 
jority, while  the  average  majority  of  the  other  candidates  scarcely  rose  above 
200.  His  course  in  the  legislature  attracted  attention  by  its  uprightness. 
It  was  said  "  You  can  neither  drive  nor  buy  him."  His  friends  can  look  on 
no  part  of  his  career  with  more  satisfaction  than  on  his  political  life  and  rec- 
ord.   He  died  December  21,  1879,  at  Bufildo,  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks. 

"  Tlie  wannest  of  hearts  is  frozen; 
The  freest  ot  hands  is  still; 
:  And  the  j^ap  in  our  picked  and  chosen 

-     V  .     '  The  long  ye^vrs  may  not  fill."  '  ^ 

The  whole  community  mourned  his  loss  as  a  local  calamity.  The  many 
organizations  of  which  he  had  been  an  active  member,  gave  fitting  observ- 
ance by  special  meetings  and  resolutions  eulogizing  his  character.  From 

♦AmoiiK  his  ]>apers  after  bis  dt-ath  were  fouiul  brief  nieinoraiida  concerniiij^  his  affairs,  with  directions  to 
aid  \vht)cver  mii^ht  settle  liis  estate.  Anions  tliese  was  a  re<iucst  that  rreiuler^^ast  block  might  be  m.ide  avail- 
able as  an  endt>witient  fur  a  free  j)iiblic  library.  This  wish  was  acted  xipou  by  his  parents,  who  secured  the 
incorporation  <.)f  "  The  James  rreiiderKast  Library  Association,"  and  the  building  of  the  library. 


/ 


Jamestown. 


791 


these  ^ve  quote  one  paragraph  of  the  expression  of  a  public  meeting  of  the 
citizens  and  business  men  of  Jamestown  held  to  mourn  his  loss  : 

His  life  was  formed  on  lofty  niles  as  well  of  public  as  of  private  conduct  ;  whether  as  a 
son,  a  citizen,  a  politician  or  a  business  man,  he  made  a  record  not  only  not  stained,  but  that 
may  stand  out  as  a  model  for  the  younj^  men  of  this  and  siicceedin^  {generations.  Substantial  and 
creditable  as  are  the  structures  and  institutions  which  he  founde<l  and  fostered  in  his  brief  busi- 
ness career  with  us,  we  feel  that  his  fittest  and  most  enduring  monument  is  his  symmetrical, 
unblemished  life-record. 

Mayor  Green  lias  very  finely  expressed  the  sentiments  of  Jamestown's 
citizens  in  his  address  to  the  grand  lodge  of  Klks  in  1894  : 

All  of  this  family  are  flead,  and  no  descendant  lives  to  bear  the  honored  name.  lUit  their 
memories  are  perpetuated.  That  of  the  elder  James  in  the  name  of  our  city.  The  Prendcrj^ast 
buildinj^  stands  as  a  monument,  not  only  to  the  memory  of  Alexander,  but  also  to  the  memory 
of  the  younj^er  James,  and  all  who  look  ujKjn  our  I;])isco])al  church,  that  artistic  and  beautiful 
structure  now  nearinj;  completion,  erected  with  funds  provided  by  Mary  Pren<ler)^Mst,  as  a  mem- 
orial to  Catherine,  will  ever  hold  the  names  of  mother  and  daughter  in  grateful  veneration. 
The  James  Prendergast  Free  Library  bviilding,  its  spacious  grounds  and  valuable  contents  stand 
a  further  monument  to  the  younger  James  ;  the  James  Prcndergast  known  to  many  of  us.  We 
knew  him  not  only  as  a  courteous  gentleman,  an  honest,  warm-hearted,  manly  friend,  whose 
genial  manner  and  pleasant,  graceful  dignity  charmed  all  who  met  him,  but  also  as  one  who 
could  have  fitly  responde<l  to  that  thrilling  call  : 

God  give  us  men  !  A  time  like  this  demands  () 

Strong  minds,  great  hearts,  true  faith,  and  ready  hands  ; 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office  does  not  kill  ; 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy  ; 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and  a  will  ; 

Men  who  have  honor, — men  who  will  n()t  lie  ; 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a  <lemagogue, 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flatteries  witlK>ut  winking  ! 

Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog 

In  public  duty,  and  in  private  thinking." 

HON.  RICHARD  P.  MARVIN. 
Bv  Oscar  W  .Johnsox,  A.  M. 

I  attempt  with  diffidence  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Richard  Pratt  Marvin. 
Limited  to  a  few  pages,  I  can  only  touch  here  and  there  upon  a  great  and 
active  career  connected  with  humanity  at  many  points  and  extending  far 
beyond  the  period  usually  allotted  to  human  life. 

It  was  his  fortune  to  live  in  a  period  when  progress  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences in  our  religious,  political,  commercial  and  social  affairs  was  taking 
rapid  advancement  over  the  slow  and  measured  movements  of  the  past.  He 
was  born  in  Fairfield,  Herkimer  county,  X.  Y,.,  December  23,  1803.  He  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Reinold  Marvin,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
England  in  1637,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Hartford,  Conn,  Through 
a  succession  of  u.seful  and  honorable  lives,  the  name  came  down  to  Selden 
Marvin,  Richard's  father,  who  married  Charlotte  H.  Pratt.  Let  the  lives  of 
the  sons,  Richard  and  William,  tell  the  story  of  their  father's  and  mother^s 
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worth.  Up  to  nineteen  years  of  age  Richard  worked  upon  a  farm  in  Tomp- 
kins county,  X.  Y.  There  with  his  impressible  nature  he  acquired  strength 
and  inspiration  to  properly  fit  him  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  which  were  to  fall  to  his  lot  in  the  succeeding  years.  He 
taught  a  district  school  to  obtain  money  to  complete  his  legal  education, 
after  his  graduation  at  the  common  and  select  schools.  He  was  for  a  time  a 
law  student  of  Mark  H.  Sibley,  tlie  great  advocate  before  juries,  and  we  may 
well  believe  that  many  of  the  graces  which  clustered  around  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Marvin,  came  from  his  contact  with  a  man,  master  of  all  the  powers  and 
graces  of  oratory.  In  May,  1829,  ^I^irvin  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chancery  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Upon 
motion  of  Daniel  Webster,  he  was  admitted  ten  years  later  as  an  attorney 
and  counselor  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Marvin  came  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  to  commence  his  professional  life  in 
June,  1S29,  '^vhen  it  had  but  a  few  hundred  people,  but  among  them  were  such 
men  as  Judge  Foote,  Judge  Hazehine,  Henry  Baker,  the  Prendergasts,  and  oth- 
ers equally  a1j>le  and  energetic.  The  region  was  a  great  pine  forest  of  surpassing 
quality  and  beauty.  Most  of  the  houses  were  Jog  cabins  beneath  tlie  shad- 
ows of  tlie  great  trees.  Tlie  waters  of  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  lake  had  begun 
to  turn  tlie  wheel  for  the  most  primitive  manufacturing.  The  region  was 
practically  a  lumbering  camp,  but  it  was  the  source  of  the  chain  of  waters 
whose  natural  tlow  bore  the  products  of  that  region  to  the  waters  that  bound 
the  southern  limits  of  the  republic.  There  was  the  material  for  homes  and 
cities  to  be  built  on  the  banks  of  the  mij^hty  rivers.  The  community  extended 
to  Mr.  Marvin  such  a  welcome  as  filled  him  with  encouragement  and  hope, 
and  from  the  first  he  took  the  leadership  of  this  gathering  of  heroic  men 
and  women.  Warren,  l^a.,  ]>ut  a  few  miles  distant,  and  Jamestown  each  had 
determined,  and  we  ma\'  sa\-,  daring  men  striving  for  the  wealth  of  the  pine. 
This  produced  litigation  in  many  forms  which  for  persistence  and  earnest- 
ness has  become  historical.  Mr.  Marvin  was  the  champion  of  the  interests 
that  were  centered  at  Jamestown,  and  his  principal  client  was  Nathaniel  A. 
Lowr}*".  Guy  C.  Irvine  of  Pennsylvania,  re])resented  the  adverse  interests. 
This  content  was  not  pureh'  in  the  domain  of  the  law,  but  outside  of  it.  Mr. 
Lowr\-  was  stabbed  by  a  Mr.  Newman,  a  supj)osed  tool  of  Guy  C.  Irvine. 
Newman  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  prison  for  this  attempt  at  murder. 
I  have  heard  Mr.  Marx'in  relate  the  incidents  of  a  meeting  for  a  compromise 
between  the  contending  parties  where  he  soon  discovered  that  every  man 
was  armed,  aiul  in  the  angry  storm  of  vituperation  that  followed,  he  did  not 
expect  that  all  the  party  would  leave  the  room  alive.  On  another  occasion 
Mr.  Irvine  drew  a  knife  upon  Mr.  Marvin.  He  looked  the  mi>creant  steadily 
in  tlie  eye  until  he  withdrew  his  weapon.  vSuch  were  the  struggles  and  con- 
vulsi(^ns  in  whicli  the  foundations  of  society  were  laid  in  southern  Chautan- 
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qua.  It  was  in  these  contests  that  Mr.  Marvin  began  his  successful  career 
at  the  bar. 

Judge  Rnssellas  Brown,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Pennsylvania,  who  cham- 
pioned the  other  side,  thus  spoke  of  Judge  Alarvin  : 

Judge  Mar\  iti's  high  legal  aljility,  learning  and  skill  were  most  marked.  His  comprehen- 
}?ion  of  the  legal  (questions  involved,  his  (quickness  to  detect  any  error  on  the  part  of  his  oppon- 
ents, and  rare  tact,  won  for  his  side  many  victories.  His  arguments  and  ajij.eals  before  a  jury 
were  logical,  based  upon  law,  and  presented  with  an  earnestness  and  eloquence  that  produced 
great  effects. 

Mr.  ]\Iarvin  had  the  foresight  of  a  statesman.  Through  his  eflbrts  the 
first  public  meeting  ever  held  anywhere  to  consider  the  building  of  the  Erie 
road  was  in  Jamestown  in  1831.  Judge  Foote  presided  and  Mr.  Marvin  made 
the  principal  address.  He  had  made  this  plan  a  subject  of  inves- 
tigation. As  far  as  we  have  any  record,  his  was  the  first  conception  of  a 
great  scheme,  which  in  fifty  years  extended  an  iron  highway  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  eclipsing  all  the  visions  of  its  projectors.  This  first  conception  may 
liave  been  to  the  reality  now,  what  the  kite  of  Franklin  was  to  modern 
electricity  carrying  intelligence  around  the  world.  In  1S35  Mr.  Marvin  was 
elected  to  the  legislature.  He  was  the  principal  advocate  of  the  N.  Y.  & 
Erie  road,  and  the  speech  he  made  in  favor  of  a  state  appropriation  of 
$30,000,000  for  that  purpose  made  a  j)rofound  impression  upon  the  people  of 
the  state.  In  1836  Mr.  Marvin  was  elected  member  of  congress.  He  held 
this  position  for  two  terms  or  for  four  years.  He  was  an  ardent  friend  of  Henry 
Clay.  He  made  many  able  speeches  upon  the  difTerent  topics  that  came 
before  congress,  and  secured  and  exercised  a  wide  influence.  He  took  a  con- 
spicuous part  in  the  great  political  campaign  of  1840.  The  writer,  with 
eight  other  boys,  left  the  Fredonia  Academy  without  permission,  and  walked 
to  Dunkirk  in  the  burning  sun  to  hear  him  speak,  and  we  were  amply  repaid. 
The  next  week  the  same  party  heard  Judge  Mullett  in  the  log  cal)in  at  Fre- 
donia in  a  political  speech.  He  was  not  the  equal  of  Mr.  Marvin  in  graces  of 
oratory,  but  was  in  impressiveness  and  power.  September  10,  1840,  at  a 
great  meeting  at  Erie,  on  the  anniversary  of  Perry's  victory,  the  most  emi- 
nent speakers  of  both  parties  were  present  from  many  states,  but  Mr.  ^larvin 
carried  away  the  honors  of  the  day.  It  seemed  as  if  a  tidal  wave  liad  swept 
over  his  soul  and  carried  him  ]:)cyond  l.is  natural  strength,  as  such  wa\-es 
carry  the  deep  beyond  its  banks.  In  1846  Mr.  Marvin  was  elected  delegate 
to  the  state  constitutional  convention.  He  took  an  active  and  conspicuous 
part  in  the  change  made  in  the  judiciary  system.  liy  the  cliange  four  justices 
of  the  supreme  court  were  to  be  chosen  in  each  of  the  eight  judicial  districts. 
The  eighth  district  comprised  eight  counties,  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus, 
Allegany,  Erie,  Orleans,  Niagara,  Genesee  and  Wyoming.  The  judicial  con- 
vention, to  which  all  the  counties  sent  delegates  and  presented  candidates, 
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was  held  in  Buffalo  in  1847.  Mr.  Marvin  was  first  nominated  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  while  there  were  spirited  contests  over  others. 

It  may  be  truly  said  that  at  that  time  he  was  ranked  among  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Western  New  York,  whici.  has  sent  out  governors,  cabinet  minis- 
ters, senators  and  presidents,  but  no  more  faithful  public  servant,  and  •  no 
man  more  fit  for  high  position,  than  Judge  Marvin.  He  held  his  judicial 
position  by  re-election  for  24  years,  leaving  in  liis  opinions  an  enduring 
monument  of  his  purity,  learning  and  ability.  The  writer  heard  Horace 
Greeley,  who  was  opposed  to  the  elective  system  for  judges,  say  :  It  was 
no  wonder  that  the  eight  district  favored  it,  when  it  had  such  pure  and  able 
judges  as  Marvin  and  his  associates  ;  that  the  eighth  judicial  district  had  the 
ablest  judges  in  the  state."  To  give  a  history  of  the  judicial  action  of  the 
judge*  for  a  ([uartcr  of  a  century  would  take  volumes.  His  services  were  not 
only  in  his  own  district,  but  he  was  frequently  appointed  to  try  important  cases 
in  all  parts  of  the  state.  Among  these  was  the  famous  ''Jerry  rescue"  trial 
at  Syracuse.  Henry  \V.  Allen  was  indicted  for  kidnaping  a  colored  man  named 
Henry  Cooper,  a/ins  ''Jerry,"  in  1852.  Judge  Marvin  sustained  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  fugitive  slave  law  in  a  masterly  charge  to  the  jury  against  a 
wave  of  indignation  tliat  swept  over  the  North.  We  quote  from  a  high 
judicial  authority.  "The  charge  exemplifies  the  judge's  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  complicated  and  mixed  form  of 
government,  and  vindicates  with  great  ability  the  constitutionality  of  the 
'  Fugitive  Slave  Law.'  "  Judge  Andrews,  now  of  the  court  of  appeals,  writes 
as  follows  of  Judge  Marvin's  presiding  at  the  trial  :  "  The  dignity  and 
impartiality  of  Judge  Marvin's  charge  and  his  bearing  throughout  the  trial 
was  in  fidl  keeping  with  his  high  character  as  a  man  and  jurist,  and  was  the 
suV)ject  of  universal  commendation."  The  hated  law  was  to  be  done  av.'ay 
with  \\\nm  the  battle  field  in  the  throes  of  revolution. 

The  famous  case  of  Ilendrickson  for  the  murder  of  his  wife  by  aconite,  a, 
subtle  poison,  occurred  before  Judge  Marvin  at  Albany,  in  1853,  and  lasted 
for  three  weeks.  The  prisoner,  after  the  most  thorough  investigation  as  to 
the  detection  of  poisons  that  had  ever  been  had  in  any  court,  was  convicted.. 
In  his  cliarge  to  the  jury  the  judge  said  :  "  It  is  as  dangerous  to  attempt 
murder  with  the  most  subtle  vegetable  poison,  and  as  certain  to  be  detected, 
as  if  the  murder  was  committed  with  the  dirk  or  stiletto."  In  his  sentence, 
in  urging  the  prisoner  to  prepare  for  death,  he  says  :  "  I  greatly  fear,  sir, 
that  you  have  not  always  prayed.  Although  I  have  never  made  any  pro- 
fession of  peculiar  piety,  I  have  ever  believed,  since  I  have  grown  to  man's, 
estate  and  reflected  upon  the  nature  ofmind  and  reason,  in  the  great  efficiency 
of  prayer.  If  a  mother  teaches  her  child  to  repeat  the  beautiful  prayers  of 
infancy,  and  if  the  child  continues  this  habit  of  appealing  to  God  for  guidance- 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  it  will  have  a  sacred  impress,  and  if  he  should  pass  on. 
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to  riper  years,  it  will  make  him  a  wiser  and  better  man."  1  cannot  other- 
wise as  well  present  the  judicial  standing;  and  characteristics  of  Jud;;e  Mar- 
vin as  by  quoting  from  some  eminent  men  who  were  for  years  his  jissociates 
n\)on  the  bench.  Conspicuf^us  amonj;  these  is  Judj^e  Xoali  Davis,  who,  in  an 
article  erpially  creditable  to  himself  and  J ud;^'e  Marvin,  sa\  s: 

I  rciiietnhcr  vlicii  hv  first  canu*  to  our  Orlcwis  circuit.  He-  wa«»  n)unii  six  fctt  in  height, 
well  (nnmt\  aii«l  well  <l<  vclo]>('«l,  slaii<liii;,(  erect  aii'l  carryiuj^  himself  with  ^racc  aii<l  <li^iiity. 
His  liea<l  was  slrikin;4ly  i  jilelleclual,  an«l  his  face  sljowe<l  all  tlic  cljara<  teri-tics  of  a  ki:nl,  jusl 
and  intellectnal  man,  *  *  ■*  'j'lic  charge  of  JuMj^e  Marvin  to  tlic  ;;ran«l  jury  on  tlie  occasion 
now  siKiken  of  was  one  of  reniarkalWe  ability,  force  an^l  clearness,  *lelivere<l  with  «lij,(nity,  earn- 
estness and  judicial  calmness,  and  it  left  ])ernianent  and  valuable  im]>ressionR  on  the  ininrl  of 
every  hearer,  *  *  *  All  the  jud;ies  fif  the  district  were  hi;;hly  respecle*!,  but  it  is  sayinj^ 
nothin.^  more  than  the  sinij»le  truth  t/>  say  that  the  jieople  rej^ardcd  Jud;/e  Marvin  as  the  best 
exam])]e  of  an  i<leal  judj^c.  *  ^  'jpj,^.  judicial  opinions  of  Jud;4e  Marvin  are  marked  by  a 
hi^^h  decree  of  ability.  In  this  rej^ard  he  ranked  hij^h  anjoii;^  the  jtidj^es  n(  the  state,  and  his 
opinions,  of  w  hich  lar^e  nmnbcrs  were  ]»ublislurd  during;  his  life-Ion^  career,  conibitie  to  ]»lace 
him  very  Jii^^h  in  the  roll  of  the  able  jud^^es  of  the  state.  *  ■  *  S»me  of  his  oj»inir>ns  in  the 
court  of  apjK-als  may  well  be  referred  to  as  evi<lence  of  distin^ni'-hed  ability,  and  are  often  now 
quoted  as  finally  settling;  the  law  on  alMruse  and  imiK>rtant  ciuestions.  ^  *  He  was  richly 
endowed  by  nature  with  the  true  judicial  tem]>erament.  This  consists,  when  on  the  l>ench, 
of  calm  self-]K>ssession  which  remains  unruflled,  w  hatever  may  haj»]>en,  r»f  patience  not  easily 
wearied  or  exhatist<.<l  however  severely  triefl,  of  that  innate  love  of  justice  which  connnands  to 
hear  and  weij^h  IxAli  sides  w  ith  cjual  impartiality  and  fairness,  of  common  sense  w  hich  dis- 
cerns truth  and  ri;,'ht,  and  of  coura;^'e  to  express  them  without  fear  or  favor.  *  *  ♦  The  fact 
of  this  intimate  assr^ciation  for  sf>  many  years,  is  drawn  in  only  for  the  ]»urjK»se  of  enablin;^  me 
to  s;iy,  as  I  can  with  ^reat  confidence,  that  in  that  lon^  perif>^i  of  intimacy,  cK>'-e  and  c^justant 
as  it  was,  I  never  saw  in  Jud^^e  .Marvin's  sj>eech  or  c^ndurt  a  sin^^le  thin;:  that  in  my  judgment 
could  impair  his  title  to  l>e  called  a  true  and  j»ure  ><entleman,  in  mind  an<l  heart,  in  thou^^ht 
and  deed  an<l  wonl.  *  ♦  ♦  When  I  left  the  Ixruch  of  the  eij^htli  district  we  parted  warm 
friends,  ^)ur  friendship  continued  till  his  death  ;  nay,  continues  now,  and  I  trust  will  never 
end.  ♦  ♦  •  I  have  myself  ;^reat  rens<jn  to  be  >4rateful  to  the  prr»vidence  tliat  ]»laced  me,  a 
pujiil,  as  it  were,  in  his  judicial  scIukjI,  where,  for  many  years,  liis  ]K.Tsr,nal  ass^>ciation  and 
example  were  blessings  of  which  the  ^^reat  and  true  value  is  now  justly  aj»preciate*l, 

Jiid^^^e  Daniels,  one  of  the  most  eminent  jurists  of  his  time,  says  of  Jud^^^e 
Marvin  : 

No  persr>n  could  have  l>een  devoted  to  tlie  public  service  better  adaj>ted  or  more  fully 
efjuipjHrd  than  Jud^e  Marvin  proved  to  Ik*.  *  ♦  ♦  Tlie  other  j>ers<-»ns  elected  with  liim  were 
men  of  learninj^  and  inde^K-ndent  strength  of  character,  .still  he  had  no  sujK-rior  among  tliem. 
*  *  *  To  all  he  was  alike  attentive,  kind  and  considerate.  When  he  erred,  as  the  l>est  men 
sometimes  must,  the  error  was  tinged  w  ith  no  element  of  1/ias  or  bitterne'-s.  *  *  *  Xo  higl'er 
comme  ndation  can  l>e  given  him  than  that  he  never  disa7>i>ointed  the  just  rlemands  of  his  posi- 
tion, and  to  that  he  is  as  fully  entitled  as  either  of  the  great  men  who  have  al  diffen-nt  times 
adorne<l  the  jmblic  service  of  this  state. 

?1\-Jud^e  Barker  of  Fredonia,  who  served  22  years  on  tlie  bench  of  the 

supreme  court  with  distin^^niished  ability,  says  of  tiie  character  and  career 

of  Jn.d;;e  Marvin  : 

Judge  Marvin's  public  career  was  the  most  distinguished  in  his  judicial  *>er\ice,  for  which 
he  ]:>ossesse<l  natural  gifts,  and  to  the  discharge  of  those  arduous  duties  he  industriously  and 
zealously  applie<l  the  energies  and  resources  of  his  strong  and  active  mind,  wliich  have  Wen  felt 
and  ac knowledge^!  by  the  bar,  and  recf^gnized  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  faithful  and  im- 
partial administration  of  justice,  and  maintaining  the  dignity  and  learning  of  the  V>ench.  As 
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ttisi  /*rins  yxxdv^*:,  it  is  the  opinion  of  his  oontenii)oraries  he  had  few  eijuals,  ami  in  that  capacity 
he  became  ilistini^iiishevl,  as  well  as  nseful  to  the  bar  ami  suitors,  nml  receiveil  their  confulence 
and  respect  dnrini;the  projxress  of  trials  by  his  dispassionate  demeanor,  by  his  close  attention  to 
the  proofs,  by  his  fair  and  discriminatini;  rulin«rs  on  the  lejLjal  cjuestions  involved,  by  proper  and 
kindly  snijgestions  to  connsel  to  relieve  ditriculties  and  embarrassments  unexpccteilly  arisinv;  on 
the  trial,  and  by  the  felicitons  nse  of  the  yjreatest  ijift  a  trial  jndge  can  possess — to  state  to  the 
jxiry  the  cause  fnlly  and  fairly,  and  so  to  analyze  the  evidence  in  his  instrnctions  as  to  aid  and 
assist  them  in  comprehendiiii;  the  issues  ami  rend^erinij  a  jnst  verdict. 

After  Jiuli^'O  Marvin's  retiromeiit  from  the  luMich  his  time  ^vas  somewhat 
occupied  as  referee  in  important  cases,  and,  occasionally,  as  council  in  cases. 
Conspicuous  is  that  that  ma\-  lie  considered  as  his  last  professional  elTort, 
wlien  he  acted  as  leading;  con.ncil  in  the  case  known  as  "  the  Town  of  Kllicott 
bondins^  case  ;  "  "  Patrick  Falconer  and  others  ni;ainst  the  BniTalo  .Jv:  James- 
town Railroadi  Company  and.  others,"  in\-ol\-in_i^-  the  issuin*^  of  Sjch),ocio  of 
town  bouils.  A  chaui^e  in  the  con.stitutit'U  o\  the  state  pu^hihited  the  issu- 
ing; of  the  honds  in  aid  of  railroad  companies  after  January  i,  1S73.  An 
injunctiou  was  v^ranted  in  the  action  prohibiting-  the  delivery  of  the  bonds 
alread\-  printedi,  si^nedi,  and  in  the  hamls  of  Col.  A.  1'.  Allen  and  Robert 
Xewland  as  trustees,  to  be  delivered  when  certain  conditions  were  complied 
with.  Col.  Allen  died  in  1S75,  leaving-  Mr,  Xewland  ^ole  tru.stee.  It  was 
claimed  tliat  tlie  conditions  had  not  been  complied  with.  The  case  went 
from  special  to  general  term  of  the  supreme  court,  and,  on  appeal,  to  the 
court  of  appeals.  It  was  tlien  appealed  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States.  Jud:^e  Marvin  argued,  the  case  at  special  term,  C"*. rover  Cleveland 
oj^piK^iui^,  and.  in  th.e  j^eneral  term  and  in  the  court  of  ap}H*als,  Jud^e  Ciei>. 
F.  Comstock  op]x>--ini;.  He  also  ar^^ned  the  case  in  the  supreme  court  ol  the 
Ihiited  States,  R.  T.  Merrick  ojiposiui;.  The  result  was  a  victory  at  every 
]H>int  for  Jud.^e  Mar\-in,  and  a  sa\  in_>;-  to  the  taxpa\  ers  of  the  town  of  I'Jlicott 
of  >20(>. 000  ol"  'pi  incipal,  and  iutcre>t  amounting-,  at  the  time  of  the  final 
decision  sometime  in  iSSi,  to  about  .*^75,(>oo,  or  in  all,  prineiji.d  and  inter- 
est, to  about  Sj75.<\)o.  Tliese  bondi>  were  to  run  for  31)  \ears,  with  interest 
jxtyable  semi-aiinually  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.,  and  would  have  amounted 
at  the  expiration  of  the  30  \  eais,  iMincij^al  and  interest,  to  more  than  <()2o,- 
000.  This  was  Jud.L^e  Marvin's  last  j^reat  professional  triumjih,  and  j;a\e 
him  a  lastiiii^-  claim  to  public  g-ratitude. 

Mr.  Mar\  in,  in  September,  1S34,  married  Isabella  Xewland,  a  sister  of 
Roliert  Xewlaiul,  who  for  more  than  50  \  ears  was  honoral)l\'  comiected  with 
the  financial  and.  other  interests  of  Jamestown.  vShe  came  from  her  home  in 
the  city  of  Allxnn-  to  visit  Mrs.,  Patchin,  where  she  met  the  judge.  She 
brought  the  i;racesa!id  culture  of  the  city  life  into  the  wilderness.  She  was 
for  nearly  ,\o  years  the  sharer  of  his  jo\  s,  sorrows  and  lu)]>es,  the  light  ot  his 
home,  ar.d  the  inspiration  of  hi.s  life.  He  laid  his  trimnphs  at  her  feet, 
lught  children  came  to  IViess  and  hallow  his  home,  and  all  grew  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  useful  and  hoiu^rable.     vShe  was  not  content  to  «;ive  grace. 
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and  beauty  and  sunshine  to  her  own  home,  and  a  niotlier's  love  and  care  to 
her  cliildren,  but  slie  toiled  outside  to  build  up  tlie  church  with  which  she 
was  connected,  and  to  which  Judj^e  ^Marvin  accompanied  her,  and  to  i^ive 
sympathy  and  aid  to  the  sufierin;^  and  the  sorrowin.^^  Inspired  with  hope 
and  confidence  as  if  from  Heaven,  she  toiled  to  comfort  the  sulTerin<;s  the 
cruel  war  produced.  She  died  in  1872  with  her  life-work  well  done,  and 
the  tears  of  her  family  and  the  prayers  of  a  orreat  community  could  not 
impede  her  flii^ht  to  a  land  where  a  divine  voice  was  to  say  to  her,  Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord."  Her 
death  was  a  painful  blow  to  her  husband  and  children.  In  the  old  hospi- 
table home"  the  fires  were  unkindled,  the  lights  were  out,  and  the  doors 
closed.  The  inspiring  central  figure  was  there  no  more,  except  in  the  tender 
memories  of  the  living,  and  the  father  sought  for,  and  found,  sympathiy  and 
comfort  in  his  children,  who  were  General  Selden  E.  Marvin,  who  resides  at 
Albany,  and  who  served  with  distinction  in  the  civil  war,  and  who  has  held 
financial  and  public  positions,  besides  being  identified  for  more  than  30  years 
with  large  business  interests  at  Albany  and  Troy  ;  Sarah  Jane  Hall,  of  James- 
town, with  whom  the  judge  made  his  home  after  his  return  from  his  travels 
in  Europe  ;  David  N.  Marvin,  of  Jamestown,  a  worthy,  beloved  and  promin- 
ent business  man,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  ])efore  his 
father's,  was  cashier  of  the  Chautaufpia  Comity  National  T.ank  ;  Mary  M. 
(ioodrich,  who  survives  her  husl)and  and  is  living  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  ; 
William  R.  Marvin,  who  died  at  Jamestown,  from  disease  contracted  in  the 
army,  and  left  a  spotless  name  ;  Robert  N.  Marvin,  of  Jamestown,  who  for 
more  than  20  years  has  mainly  cared  for  his  father's  business  interests  ; 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  residing  at  Akron,  Ohio,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  but 
devoting  his  time  to  industrial  interests  ;  Isabella  Marvin,  now  deceased,  who 
accompanied  the  judge  in  his  European  travels,  and  was  a  gifted  and  accom- 
plished woman. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  ability  of  Judge  Marvin.  In  his  character 
was  absolute  purity  of  motive.  He  had  the  weakness  of  humanity  in  com- 
mon with  all,  but  no  one  ever  cpiestioned  his  motives.  He  had  a  high  and 
honorable  ambition,  but  no  intrigues,  no  corru[)tion,  no  modern  deals  ever 
tem])ted  hin4  from  the  rugged  path  of  honesty.  He  was  as  far  remo\'ed 
from  the  new  generation  of  p(3liticians  as  the  east  is  from  the  west.  The 
people  s]K)ntane()Usly  laid  judicial  and  ])<)lilical  honors  at  his  feet  because 
they  knew  he  deserved  them.  In  his  old  age  he  retained  all  his  sympathies 
with  lunnanity,  and  greeted  and  welcomed  the  new  generations  and  gave 
them  his  blessing.  Most  of  the  old  familiar  faces  had  gone,  but  lie  never 
lost  his  interest  in  the  new  life  around  him.  In  his  long  judicial  administra- 
tion, he  tempered  justice,  as  much  as  duty  would  permit,  with  mercy.  His 
commanding  figure,  his  strong,  kind  face,  now  linger  in  thousands  of  mem- 
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ories.  From  his  ])ortrait,  which  by  order  of  the  board  of  supervisors  hangs 
tipon  the  walls  of  the  courtroom  at  Mayville,  his  spirit  seems,  as  of  old,  to 
look  down  upon  the  course  of  justice,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  continue 
the  wholesome  and  inspiring  supervision  for  centuries  to  come.  He  had 
worshipped  in  log  cabins  with  his  neighbors  in  the  wilderness.  He  had 
seen,  amid  the  pomp  of  ceremonies  and  the  beauties  of  art,  the  gorgeous  wor- 
ship of  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  and  St.  PauTs  in  London,  and  the  great  book  of 
humanity  had  been  widely  opened  before  him.  He  was  ever  an  enthusiastic 
and  careful  student  of  the  history  of  nations,  and  of  the  books  that  presented 
the  best  thought  of  his  day  and  generation.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in 
science  and  art,  and  in  the  inventions  which  have  come  to  give  power  and 
beauty  and  hope  to  humanity  in  this  most  wonderful  of  the  centuries.  He 
had  been  conspicuous  among  the  projectors  in  the  first  link  of  the  chain  of 
iron  highways  from  the  Atlantic  west.  He  had  seen  it  extended,  from  ocean 
to  ocean,  over  states  and  mountains  and  rivers  which  in  his  boyhood  had  no 
name.  He  had  loved  the  Republic  in  its  better  days.  He  saw  the  clouds 
gathering  around  it  as  far  back  as  when  he  presided  in  the  Jerry  rescue  case 
in  1852.  Wheii  the  rebellion  came  his  eloquent  voice  was  heard  exhorting 
men  to  rally  round  the  old  flag.  He  cheerfully  gave  two  of  his  own  sons  to 
the  chances  of  the  struggle.  I  have  mentioned  all  these  things  to  show  the 
fulness  of  his  life,  the  closeness  of  his  contact  with  humanity.  He  had  care- 
fully studied  the  problems  which  life  presents  in  all  ages  to  philosophic 
minds. 

At  the  age  of  88  years  and  18  days,  surrounded  by  the  loving  care  and 
prayers  of  children  and  grandchildren,  clear  in  the  purity  of  the  never  stained 
love  of  his  brother  William,  who,  in  a  letter  received  during  the  deepening 
of  the  shadow  tliat  indicated  tlie  nearness  of  the  closing  day,  wrote  :  'Who 
shall  tell  us  that  our  l(j\-e  lor  each  other  will  nc^t  go  on  growing  stronger  in 
the  ProN'idcncc-  ofCiod?',  in  tlic  dawn  of  the  morning  of  Januar)'  11,  1892, 
robed  in  its  ]Mirit\',  as  if  created  b\-  (»od  to  crown  the  ending  of  a  mortal 
whose  life  had  been  pure,  in  the  slumbers  that  end  the  earthly  vision,  he 
ix-acefully  slept  int«)  elernitv."  (rod  ga\'e  him  rest.  Not  only  famih'  and 
kindred,  but  thousands  recognized  that  a  great  and  good  man  had  gone  to 
his  reward  and  left  a  new  and  sacred  and  insjMring  memory  on  earth. 

ROin-RT  Xl'AVI.AXl)  MARX'IN. 
l'ri):n  early  youth  his  life's  best  elforls  have  been  j^iveti  in  behalf  of  others. 

/v\>/'<77  AVa-A///// JAf;  :'///,  the  sixth  child  of  Richard  Pratt  and  Isabella 
Newland  Marvin  was  born  in  Jamestown,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  V.,  Oct.  13, 
1845.  He  was  !ianied  after  his  uncle  Robert  Newland,  to  whom  and  to 
whose  interests  controlled  by  tender  feelings  he  was  ever  attentive.  His 
childhood  days  were  passed  under  the  care  of  loving,  devoted  parents  whose 
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pure  lives  were  a  potent  factor  in  the  formation  of  his  character.  His  youth- 
ful experiences  conformed  to  the  customs  of  those  days  when  the  boys  and 
girls  were  required  to  do  their  part  in  the  domestic  economies.  He  did  his 
share  of  the  "  chores/'  such  as  the  care  of  horse  and  cow,  splitting  and  piling 
wood,  fdlin<;  the  wood  boxes,  making  morning  fires,  and  making  and  attend- 
ing the  garden.  On  his  father's  farm  he  became  familiar  with  all  farm  work. 
With  an  ox  team  he  drew  slabs  from  vSeymour\s  sawmill  for  the  ditches 
made  to  drain  the  "swamp"  lands  now  Marvin  park.  He  first  attended  a 
school  taught  by  Clarissa  D.  Wheeler,  on  North  Main  street,  subsequently 
district  school  Xo.  2,  taught  by  Calista  S.  Jones,  and  others.  After  that  a 
select  school  by  Deliska  and  Delnora  Weld,  followed  by  a  few  terms  at  the 
Jamestown  academy,  E.  A.  Dickinson,  principal.  He  then  went  to  Hartwick 
Seminary,  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  for  a  short  time.  Desiring  acquaintance 
with  commercial  methods  he  attended  the  business  college  of  Bryant  <S: 
Stratton  at  Buffalo.  After  graduating  he  became  book  keeper  for  Marvin  vi. 
Co.,  but  soon  assumed  the  management  of  his  father's  business,  which  he 
continued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Marvin,  January  1 1,  1892,  discharging  the 
duties  with  conscientious,  loving  care  for  twenty-four  years,  consuming  the 
greater  part  of  the  most  valuable  period  of  his  life  without  thought  of  suitable 
remuneration,  relieving  his  father  from  perplexing  details,  and  affording  him 
opportunity  to  ])ursue  his  legal  profession  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  means 
resulting  from  his  investments. 

Mr.  Marvin's  abilities  attracted  attention,  being  industrious,  quick  of 
apprehension,  with  keenness  of  observation,  he  acquired  the  reputation  of  a 
conservative  and  successful  business  man.  In  1867  ^^^^  ^^"^  J-  Cook 
&  Co.  employed  him  to  sell  their  lumber  in  the  markets  along  the  Alle- 
gany and  Ohio  rivers,  and  to  conduct  their  financial  affairs,  requiring  the 
exercise  of  judgment  in  securing  prices  and  purchasers.  Near  his  majority 
he  conducted  a  sale  of  property,  amounting  to  $110,360,  and  later  another 
sale  of  a  property  amounting  to  $127,000.  Mr.  ]\Iarvin  appreciated  the  con- 
fidence that  was  ])estowed  in  him  in  connection  with  these  sales.  He  nego- 
tiated two  other  sales  of  property  of  about  $100,000  each,  and  other  pro- 
perties of  different  amounts.  His  circle  of  acquaintances  is  extensive,  and  is 
noi  confined  to  one  section  of  coimtry,  or  one  class  of  societx'.  He  has  asso- 
ciated with  the  successful  men,  a>  well  as  those  not  as  fortunate,  andas^outh 
and  man  he  has  mingled  with  the  strong  rugged  men  of  other  days  whose 
transactions  are  historical  in  this  vicinity  and  along  the  rivers,  nearly  all  of 
whom  are  now  among  the  departed.  These  associations  were  valuable  to  him, 
in  teaching  him  to  think  and  act  in  rearing  the  superstructure  of  his  own  life. 
In  his  business  undertakings  lie  has  been  reasonably  successful  with  scarce 
an  exception.  In  the  adjustment  of  the  various  and  complicated  business 
interests  in  which  his  services  have  been  sought,  in  only  one  has  he  received 
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adequate  coinpensatiou.  Others  have  reaped  tlie  benefit  of  his  experience, 
anxious  cares,  risks  taken  and  lessened  vitality.  In  1870  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  S.  Cook  «S:  Co.,  and  soon  thereafter  reorg^anized  the 
business  under  the  name  of  Marvin,  Rulofson  &  Co.,  which  firm  still  con- 
tinues. 

Mr.  Marvin  has  taken  part  in  the  social,  business  and  political  affairs  of 
Jamestown  and  vicinity,  and  his  aid  in  fostering  and  maintaining  the  welfare 
of  his  native  place  lias  been  important.  In  the  Jamestown  Volunteer  Fire 
Department,  he  became  a  member  of  Hllicott  Hook  »S:  Ladder  Co.  No.  i  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1S67,  and  was  n.uide  foreman  June  i,  1874,  and  ''time"  honored  as 
such  until  June  i,  18S0,  giving  time  and  money  in  advancing  its  efliciency 
and  improving  its  standing,  infusing  energy  and  pride  into  tlie  department- 
His  administration  originated  the  change  from  tlie  big  leather  hats,  red  sliirts 
and  black  pants  "  to  the  tasty  dress  now  used  and  the  modern  methods  of 
drill  and  discipline.  He  is  now  an  active  honorary  meiuber.  In  the  ''  Fire- 
men's Association  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  he  was  much  interested.  He 
was  made  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  in  1876,  the  following  year 
'  first  vice-president,  and  the  ensuing  year  president,  and  the  next  year  a  life 
member.  In  convention  the  successful  work  of  Mr.  Marvin  in  elevating  the 
character  and  tone  of  volunteer  firemen,  and  imparting  a  spirit  of  emulation 
in  cultivating  the  habits  and  virtues  of  a  gentleman  as  well  as  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  good  fireman,  was  recogni;^ed  by  the  adoption  of  a  conimendator)' 
resolution.  To  his  efforts  are  somewhat  due  the  change  in  dress,  drill  and 
deportment  of  tlie  Volunteer  P'ircmeii,  not  only  in  New  York  State,  but  in 
other  states. 

In  politics  Mr.  Marvin  has  been  a  reliable  Republican,  has  taken  i)romi- 
nent  position  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  town  and  county,  and  for  years 
did  much  work  for  his  party.  His  labors  were  particularly  shown  in  the 
presidential  campaign  of  1880.  At  a  late  hour,  at  the  solicitation  of  earnest 
Republicans,  he  assumed  the  chairmanship  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Republican  Club  of  Hllicott.  Work  had  lagged,  but  under  his  manage- 
ment interest  was  aroused  and  one  of  the  most  perfect  organizations  effected 
tliat  the  town  had  ever  known.  The  result  was  a  republican  majorits-  of 
1,139.  ^1-^i'vin  received  a  letter  from  President  Oarfield  tliankfull)' 

ackiiowletlging  the  handsome  vote  i^iveu.  In  1880  Mr.  ^larvin  was  chosen 
supervisor  of  Hllicott,  which  included  Jamestown.  He  served  four  succes- 
sive terms,  but  owing  to  other  cares,  declined  requests  for  a  fifth  reelection. 
He  was  continued  for  one  year  chairman  of  two  si)ecial  committees,  that  of 
"State  Heiievolent  Institutions,"  and  ''On  the  Poor  Interests  of  Chautauqua 
county."  He  was  a  painstaking,  hardworking  and  innueiitial  member.  In 
1881  he  was  a  candidate  for  state  senator  frciii  the  32(1  district.  In  conven- 
tion fifty  ballots  were  taken,  Mr.  Marvin  coming  within  three  votes  of  the 
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nomination,  llu  was  an  elector  on  the  iJlaine  ticket  in  i.S8j,  and  lias  rci)rc- 
sented  liis  district  in  state  conventions.  He  is  a  incniber  of  tlie  T'nion 
Lea;;ne  Club  of  Xcw  York  city. 

His  executive  ability  was  used  in  transfonniii;;  the  swamp,"  situated  in 
tiie  nortli western  j^ortion  of  tlie  city,  into  useful  ;^'round^  known  a-  Mar\  in 
Park,  u}>on  whicli  for  a  numl^er  of  years  tlie  annual  meetin^^s  f>f  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Agricultural  vSociety  have  been  held.  In  iSS'O  Mr.  ?vlarvin  was 
cho-en  j^resident  of  the  society,  servin;;  two  y(  ar^.  H<-  wns  one  of  the 
or^'auizers  of  the  Chautauqua  Lake  railroad  company,  its  first  vice  j>resi- 
dent,  and  two  followin;^  years  its  president.  On  his  resi;;nin;;  resolutions 
were  adopted  by  the  directors,  from  which  we  extract  : 

l\r\nlird,  Tliat  1 1  if: 'li  rectors  of  the  Chautaiuiua  Lake  railway  roin])auy,  lcarnin>;  'aiIIi  rf-^rct 
of  the  intf-nlion  of  Kobcrt  N.  Marvin  to  n.'tir<.*  frrrtii  the  lK»ar  1,  *lc^ire  to  j/lare  r(  <  r,r«l  ilu  ir 

lii^'h  a]>prcrialion  of  the  al>lc  aiul  roii'>'~ieMlious  wvmwwx  in  which  he  has  *liM  iiar;^'e<l  tlie  'huien 
flevolvin;^  \\\)<in  liini  as  jiresi'lent,  as  vire-]>resi'lent  an*!  as  rlirerlor  in  this  romjiany  since  itn 
or^ani/;ition  ;  tliey  fle^ire  to  hear  testimony  to  the  wi«-<loni  an'l  effiHent  y  of  his  M-rvices  jriven 
to  the  roni]>any  at  the  sacrifire  of  liisown  lime  and  convenience,  an*l  at  a  time  in  its  history  v.hen 
his  exjK'rienre,  jiulj^nient  atul  lalx^r  w  ere  of  the  iitmr^t  vahie  tf;  the  enteri«riM*.  In  c  lr>*.iit^  f,ur 
a*''-/>(  iation  with  him,  the  'lirectors  furllier  wish  to  testify  to  the  hi;^h  estimation  in  wljich  th»  y 
hol'l  the  business  qualifications  an^l  jjcrs^-^nal  character  of  Mr.  Marvin,  and  they  re^^ret  that  the 
conii)any  is  to  be  flcprived  of  his  counsel  and  care. 

At  a  later  period  Mr.  Marvin  was  elected  a  (lirector. 

.Mr.  Marvin  and  Mr.  Willis  O.  Benedict  were  executors  of  the  lar;;e  e-tate 
of  the  late  Mary  A.  Prender;.(ast,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  this  histi^ric  family 
(except  in  the  loving  j^ratitnde  of  a  favored  }>eoj)lej  is  ended,  and  it  is  an 
expression  of  the  estimation  its  last  survivor  entertained  of  the  ability  of 
these  executors  in  selectin;^  them  to  perform  her  written  bequests,  the  sacred 
inheritances  of  those  v/ho  preceded  her  to  the  home  of  ivlernal  Union,  tii'-.s 
indicating  her  confidence  and  preference  as  to  who  should  receive  the  coiirte- 
'^ies  for,  and  guard  the  memory  of  the  dead.  Mr.  Marvin  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  that  had  charge  of  the  preparation  and  publication  of  the 
memorial  to  James  Prendergast  in  iSH*^;.  His  brotliers  having  renounced 
their  executorships,  he  became  sr^lc  executor  of  his  fatlier's  estate.  With 
others  he  is  an  executor  of  Dr.  C.  Orines'  estate.  A  number  of  those  who 
left  small  properties,  the  accumulation  of  hard  daily  toil,  .selected  .Mr.  Mar- 
vin as  their  executor,  and  in  one  of  these  estates,  its  payment  to  the  devisee 
was  left  to  Mr.  Marvin's  discretion  and  judgment.  He  has  s.-rved  as  arbitra- 
tor, trustee,  general  and  sjx:cial  guardian  and  in  cases  his  advice  and  cwjK-ra- 
tion  has  been  .sought  in  the  formation  of  enterpri.ses  of  private  and  public 
character,  and  in  the  confidences  of  private  homes.  .A  committee  of  wliich 
he  was  chairman  raised  about  $6,rxx)  for  founding  tlie  ''Gustavus  Adolpjius 
Orphanage  Home.''  He  was  chairman  of  the  committee  that  raised  over 
S2o,ooo  for  railroad  purposes  and  treasurer  of  the  fund.  He  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  "James  Prendergast  LiV>rary  Association  of  Jamestown,  N. 
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Y.,"  selected  at  the  request  of  IMary  A.  Prendergast ;  a  director  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  National  Bank,  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  Alexander  T.  Prendergast ;  a  member  of  the  Chadakoin  Club  ;  an  advisory 
member  of  the  State  Charities'  Aid  Association  of  New  York  ;  a  member  of 
the  advisory  board  of  the  Hospital  branch  of  the  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  member  of  a  committee  that  represented 
the  bondholders  in  the  sale  and  reorganization  of  Point  Chautauqua.  Witli 
feelings  of  fraternal  interest  he  cherishes  the  recognition  of  services  rendered 
Post  I)r()wn,  ().  A.  R.,  by  the  "gold  crowned  staff"  presented  by  tlie  ])alri- 
otie,  liistoi \'-covered  veteran  members,  July  14,  1S.S8. 

The  interest  taken  in  the  freiglit  rates  that  affect  mercantile,  manufactnr- 
ing  and  investment  interests  of  his  natix'e  city  is  somewhat  shown  in  the 
Work  of  a  connnittee,  of  which  he  was  chairman,  created  January  12,  1885,  at 
a  public  meeting  of  citizens.  The  work  of  the  committee  was  great,  impor- 
tant, systematically  performed  and  produced  favorable  results. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Corry,  Pa.,  from 
January  13,  1885,  until  September  16,  1887,  at  which  time  the  bank  went 
into  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  His  father  and  uncle,  William  IMarvin,  were 
stockholderf^  therein  from  an  early  date.  When  Mr.  Marvin  was  elected  he 
consented  to  serve  not  to  exceed  six  months.  He  was  not  a  resident  of  Corry, 
and  could  devote  only  a  part  of  his  time  to  its  interests.  Influenced  by  inter- 
ested parties,  and  ambitious  to  overcome  obstacles  that  had  united  with  later 
complications  to  bring  only  the  one  ending,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  serve 
the  period  of  time  he  did.  He  has  in  his  possession  documents  that  relieve 
him  from  the  stain  of  responsibility,  but  the  end  of  time  will  be  required 
to  remove  the  sensitive  feelings  that  are  with  him. 

He  was  one  of  the  corporators  and  once  vice-president  and  now  a  director 
in  the  Lakewood  Land  and  Im])rovement  Co.  ;  director  in  and  treasurer  of 
the  Preston  Farming  Co.;  and  corporator  and  director  of  tlie  W>'ckofT  Har- 
vester and  Reaper  Co.;  a  trustee  in  the  Lake  \'iew  Cemeters'  Association, 
and  a  director  in  and  once  president  of  the  Jamestown  Street  Railway  Com- 
pan\'.  In  the  formation  of  the  city  charter  in  1885,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
citizen's  committee  that  had  the  work  in  charge,  doing  much  of  the  labor  in 
preparing  the  charter  under  which  the  city  of  Jamestown  was  incorpijrated. 
Mr.  Marvin  was  the  first  to  discover  and  report  that  Jamestown  was  entitled 
to  the  free  system  of  mail  delivery,  and  soon  thereafter  it  was  put  into  suc- 
cessful operation.  Tlie  fact  that  he  brought  the  first  Columbian  half-dollar 
to  Jamestown  will  increase  in  historic  interest.  September  20,  1880,  he 
organized  a  company  and  put  in  service  the  telephone  exchange  in  James- 
town and  vicinity.  He  was  president  of  the  company  until  November  28, 
1882.  He  organized  the  first  water  company  for  the  city.  It  was  a  com])any 
composed  of  .strong  financial  men.    Mr.  Marvin  was  chosen  president.  Sub- 
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sequently  another  company  was  formed  wliicli  secured  the  contract  for  sup- 
plying the  city  witli  water  and  the  principal  purpose  for  which  the  first  com- 
pany was  organized  was  obtained.  In  I873  ^I''ii'vin  with  others  formed 
a  social  club  known  as  the  "  G.  E.  C.  Club,"  now  the  Jamestown  Club.  It 
was  composed  of  business  men  who  met  for  social  enjoyment  and  business 
discussions.  Mr.  Marvin  was  president  from  July  12,  1873,  until  March  4, 
1891,  with  the  exception  of  three  months,  and  still  holds  his  diamond-tied  " 
membership.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Mt.  IVIoriah  lodge,  F.  <S:  A.  M.,  and  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  Mr.  Marvin  is  a  badged  "  honorary  member  of  the  i3tli 
Separate  Company  N.  G.  S.  N.  V.,  (Fenton  Guards)  and  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  procuring  its  first  60  honorary  members,  comprising  a  mem- 
bership difficult  to  equal  for  like  purpose.  He  has  rendered  assistance  to 
this  company  in  other  ways  during  its  periods  of  prosperity  and  adversity. 
Of  interest  is  the  event  of  the  fust  appearance  of  a  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York  and  his  staff  in  Jamestown,  occurring  on  the  occasion  of  a  recep- 
tion held  April  20,  1888,  Mr.  Marvin  acting  for  the  company  in  promoting 
this  historic  incident.  Mr.  Marvin  is  fond  of  books  and  of  art.  The  selec- 
tion of  art  and  reference  works  of  the  James  Prendcrgast  Free  Library  attest 
somewhat  to  his  judgment  and  taste. 

On  February  6,  1S90,  Robert  N.  Marvin  and  Mary  Fli/.abeth,  daughter 
of  Lucius  B.  and  Mary  (Henry)  Warner,  were  united  in  marriage,  and  in  their 
home  may  be  found  evidences  of  culture  and  taste.  He  and  his  wife  are 
attendants  at  the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  are  among  its  contributors. 
Mr.  Marvin  was  the  representative  of  Col.  Elliot  F.  Shepard  of  New  York 
city  in  the  purchase  of  the  Field  homestead,  which  was  presented  to  the 
"  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  Society  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y,"  as  the  Shep- 
ard Memorial  Manse.''  We  quote  from  one  of  Col.  vShepard's  letters  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Marvin  :  "  I  am  only  induced  to  buy  tliis  place  on  your 
recommendation.''  Much  care  and  work  were  involved  in  the  transaction, 
which  were  rendered  with  fidelity  and  as  a  labor  of  love.  Mr.  Marvin  pos- 
sesses a  genial  and  social  nature,  is  now  and  has  always  been  prominent  in 
social  life.  His  charities  have  been  dispensed  in  an  unostentatious  manner, 
but  tliere  are  those  who  can  testify  to  his  hel])ing  hand  ;  and  others  there  are 
who  have  procured  and  preserved  their  homes  through  his  advice  and  aid, 
and  the  degrees  of  property  interests  is  no  barrier  to  those  whc^  feel  welcome 
to  seek  his  counsel  and  assistance.  He  has  gained  his  position  by  his  own 
efforts.  Starting  in  life  with  a  limited  education  and  no  property  but  good 
surroundings,  he  has  made  a  fair  success,  and  has  cultivated  his  tastes  for  the 
elevating  influences  of  refinement  and  study  of  the  fine  arts  and  satisfied 
somewhat  his  desire  for  travel.  He  is  familiar  with  nearly  every  grade  of 
life,  his  varied  associations  having  given  him  experience  with  nearly  all  classes 
of  society  ;  is  a  close  analytical  observer,  a  quick  reader  of  character,  readily 
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adapting  himself  to  his  surroundings  ;  at  ease  in  the  humble  home  or  the 
drawing  room  ;  courteous  and  pleasant  ;  loyal  to  his  friends  ;  deeply  pained 
at  being  deceived.  Firm  in  his  integrity,  a  lover  of  truth  and  right,  he 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  to  whom  he  is  known. 

DANIEL  HAZEI.TINE. 

Daniel  JIazcltiiic  was  the  founder  of  the  textile-fabric  industry  in  James- 
town and  in  western  New  York.  He  was  born  in  Wardsborough,  now  Dover, 
Vt.,  March  9,  1795,  and  was  descended,  in  the  ytli  generation,  from  John 
Hazeltine,  who  landed  at  Salem,  in  the  Province  of  Massacliusetts  Bay,  in 
1637,  with  his  brother  Robert,  members  of  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers'  colony 

from  Devonshire  and  Yorkshire.  His  great-grandmother  was  Elizabeth 
Rawson,  a  direct  descendant  in  the  3d  generation  from  Edward  Rawson,  tlie 
first  secretary  of  the  ^Massachusetts  Bay  colony.  His  father,  Daniel  Hazel- 
tine,  Sen.,  married  Susanna  Jones  of  Mil  ford,  Mass.,  and  settled  first  in  Wards- 
borougli,  \'t.,  and  afterward  in  this  county.  Daniel  Hazeltine,  Jr.,  came  to 
Jamestown  in  1816.  He  had  received  a  fair  education,  and  in  1812  at  the 
age  of  17,  upon  the  advice  of  his  uncle  Solomon  Jones,  then  living  here,  he 
had  become  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods.  His 
brother,  Judge  Abner  Hazeltine,  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  the  class 
of  1815,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  settled  at  Jamestown.  In  May,  1816, 
Daniel  Hazeltine,  in  company  witli  Samuel  Barrett,  came  to  Jamestown  where 
he  started  a  small  establishment  for  dyeing  and  dressing  home-manufactured 
woolen  clotlis.  He  erected  a  small  building  24x36  for  this  purpose  and  com- 
menced dressing  cloth  in  October.  In  181 8  he  built  an  addition  to  his  fac- 
tory, and  in  1823  he  added  v/eaving  to  his  business.  His  factory,  by  a  coin- 
cidence worthy  of  remark,  was  located  where  is  now  the  west  end  of  Broad- 
head  cs:  Sons'  extensive  worsted  mills,  and  upon  the  site  of  his  first  factory 
he  subse([uently  erected  the  "old  stone  mill,"  having  at  that  time  Robert 
Falconer  for  a  partner.  His  home  at  this  time  was  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Third  and  Pine  streets.  In  1836  Mr.  Hazeltine  bought  of  Chandler  «^ 
Winsor  their  property  at  the  lower  dam,  commonly  known  in  later  years  as 
"  Piousville/'  and,  after  necessary  improvements,  commenced  there  in  1838 
the  manufacture  of  cloth.  In  1853  he  erected  new  buildings  which  are  still 
occupied  by  the  Jamestowm  Woolen  ]Mills.  Among  his  partners  were  Mr. 
Taber  Wood,  and,  later,  his  sons  William  B.,and  George  Hazeltine.  In  1865 
I\Ir.  Hazeltine  transferred  his  business  to  his  sons,  and  later  it  became  the 
property  of  Allen,  Grandin  &  Co.,  and  then  of  Allen,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  is  now 
known  as  the  Jamestown  Woolen  Mills. 

October  i,  181 8,  Daniel  Hazeltine  married  Meliitabel,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Bemus,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  son  of  Jotham  Bemus,  Sen., 
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wlio  owned  the  battle  ground  of  Benuis  Heights,  Saratoga  county,  and  took 
part  in  the  battle.  Her  mother  was  Mary  (Prendergast)  Benuis,  one  of  the 
daughters  of  William  Prendergast,  Sen.,  of  Pawling,  N.  Y.,  but  born  in 
Waterford,  Ireland.  To  Daniel  and  IMehitabel  (Bemus)  Hazeltine  were  born 
five  children  :  I.  \Vm.  B., — who  married  ist  Cornelia  Stowe,  2d  Mrs.  Phoebe 
Shedd,  3d  Mrs.  Kate  Bemus,  and  died  in  1890.  H.  Susanna,  born  April  8, 
1822,  married  William  Post;  died  June  23,  1870;  (had  one  son  Daniel  H. 
Post,  who  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1874  and  married  Evelyn  M. 
Newland  1883).  HI.  Mary  Ann,  died  in  infancy.  IV.  Chloe,  died  in 
infancy.  V.  George,  born  Aug.  17,  1832,  married  Adeline  Hastings  who 
died  in  18 — .    He  lives  at  North  Warren,  Pa.,  and  has  three  children  living. 

Daniel  Hazeltine  died  August  3,  1867,  and  his  wife  survived  him  over 
22  years,  dying  Sept.  22,  1889.  She  v/as  a  woman  of  many  strongly  marked 
but  worthy  traits  of  character.  Daniel  Hazeltine  was  a  man  who  never 
sought  public  life,  and  the  only  office  he  ever  held  was  that  of  county  superin- 
tendent of  the  poor.  His  kind  heart,  generous  instincts  and  hospitable 
nature  made  him  widely  known,  and  he  was  everywhere  spoken  of  by  the 
kindly  sobriquet  of  *'  Uncle  Daniel."    One  who  knew  him  well  thus  wrote  : 

Daniel  Hazeltine  when  living  was  loved  and  respected  by  all  classes  of  men  ;  he  was  con- 
sidered as  an  exemplar  of  a  truly  honest  man,  and  of  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity.  He  was 
truly  good  without  ostentation,  religious,  without  bigotry  ;  his  benevolence  was  bounded  only 
by  his  means  to  aid  the  suffering  and  the  needy  ;  and  it  is  true  that  he  used  means  that  he 
needed  himself  in  order  to  extend  his  charities  to  their  utmost  limit.  He  was  one  of  the  nine 
founders  of  the  Congregational  church  in  r8i6.  The  church  was  the  apple  of  his  eye,  he  lived 
for  its  welfare  and  he  continued  to  be  one  of  its  most  useful  and  active  meml)ers  until  his  death. 
His  last  words  were  :    '*  I  have  tried  to  follow  Christ,  on  Him  I  rely." 

No  word  of  eulogy  could  be  added  to  this.  An  honest  man,  patriotic 
citizen,  kind  neighbor,  devoted  christian.  The  whole  community  motirned 
with  unfeigned  regret  when  his  life  of  kind  and  gentle  good  deeds  was  ended. 

ROBERT  NEWLAND. 

One  of  Jamestown's  leading  citizens  during  many  years  was  Robert  New- 
land,  who  was  for  over  57  years  connected  with  the  Chautauqua  County  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  was  for  18  years  its  president.  His  personal  cliaracter,  his 
public  services  and  his  acts  of  benevolence  made  him  widely  known  and 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  Robert  Newland  was  born,  in  Albany 
January  24,  1809,  and  was  the  son  of  David  Newland,  a  native  of  Dumfries, 
in  Scotland,  who  was  born  in  1773,  and  at  the  age  of  18  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  Albany,  where,  on  December  3, 1803,  he  married  Jane  IMcHarg, 
who,  like  him,  was  of  Scotch  parentage.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Grace  (Kelly)  McHarg,  and  was  born  in  Saratoga  county.  David  New- 
land  had  a  long  and  honorable  mercantile  career  in  Albany,  where  he  died 

^^55}  at  the  age  of  82  years.    His  widow,  who  survived  him  about 
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eleven  years,  was  also  an  octogenarian  at  the  time  of  her  death.  To  this 
couple  were  born  six  children  :  jNIargaret,  Robert,  Isabella,  James,  David  and 
John.  iMargaret  married  William  Seymour  and  died  in  1878  ;  Isabella  mar- 
ried Richard  P.  Marvin,  (see  page  796).  James  died  August  6,  1815,  and 
John  June  6,  1836.  David  survived  until  September  20,  1882.  The  home 
of  the  family  in  Albany  in  1805  was  on  Broadway  (formerly  Market  St.)  and 
according  to  Harpers  Mni^a::i)ic  for  March,  1857,  was  a  (juaint  brick  building 
of  the  Dutcli  style  of  architecture.  At  that  time,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
afterwards,  the  name  was  spelled  with  a  final  s,  "  Newland^,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly the  correct  orthography.  The  omission  of  this  letter  in  his  signa- 
ture by  Robert  Newland  was  unintentional  and  imperceptible,  and  grew  out 
of  the  haste  and  frequency  with  which  he  had  to  affix  his  name  to  bank  papers. 

Robert  Newland  in  his  childhood  and  youth  enjoyed  the  ordinary  advant- 
ages of  education  afforded  by  the  time,  and,  among  other  schools  of  the  city, 
he  attended  the  well-known  "  Boys  Academy,"  where  he  received  a  prize  at  the 
end  of  one  of  the  terms  for  his  industry  and  advancement.  On  quitting 
school  he  entered  his  father's  store  as  a  clerk,  where  he  remained  until  he 
was  nearly'  twenty-five  \'ears  of  age.  During  this  period  he  became  interested 
in  the  fire  department,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Engine  Company  of 
Albany. 

In  1834  Mr.  Newland  left  /Vlhany  and  came  to  Jamestown  to  take  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Chautaucpia  County  Bank,  whicli  had  been  established  less  than 
throe  years.  His  connection  with  the  l^ank  was  continuous  until  his  death 
on  October  3,  1891.  (For  a  detailed  history  of  this  pioneer  banking  institu- 
tion see  pages  706-7).  Mr.  Newland  first  acted  as  a  clerk  and  book-keeper, 
and,  on  May  20,  1S40,  was  appointed  cashier,  succeeding  Tliaddeus  W. 
Patchin.  After  twenty  years  of  service  as  cashier  Mr.  Newland  was  pro- 
moted to  the  vice-presidency,  being  succeeded  as  cashier  by  his  nephew, 
Gen.  Selden  E.  Marvin,  now  of  Albany.  In  1862  Mr.  Marvin,  having 
resigned  to  enter  the  army,  ]Mr.  Newland  again  became  cashier.  In  1872  he 
was  elected  president,  upon  the  death  of  Maj.  Samuel  Barrett,  who  had  held 
the  office  for  37  years.  Mr.  David  N.  Marvin,  another  nephew,  followed 
I\Ir.  Newland  as  cashier.  After  18  years  service  as  president,  Mr.  Newland 
resigned  the  office  in  1890,  tliough  he  continued  as  director  imtil  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  he  occupied  his  desk  and  continued  his  service  to  the  bank 
until  within  a  few  weeks  of  that  sad  event.  He  may  be  said  to  almost  liter- 
ally liavo  *'(lied  in  the  liarness."  During  these  57  years  of  continuous  ser- 
vice Mr.  XewLuid  was  a  striking  example  of  the  ideal  l)usiness  man.  Punc- 
tual, painstaking,  industrious  and  watcliful,  his  name  became  the  synonym 
of  business  in,tcgrity  and  lofty  character  in  all  the  region  round  about.  To 
his  executive  ability  and  careful  judgement  the  bank  owes  much  of  its  pros- 
perous career,  while  to  his  liberal  policy  toward  the  infant  industries  of  the 
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place  and  its  varied  business  enterprises  is  due  mucli  of  the  growtli  and  pros- 
perity of  tlie  city.  In  his  private  life  he  endeared  himself  to  all  classes  of 
people  by  his  upright  character  and  liberal,  though  unostentatious  benevo- 
lence. As  was  well  said  of  him  :  Young  men  found  him  a  faithful  friend, 
public  enterprises  a  wise  and  liberal  promoter,  the  poor  and  needy  a  gener- 
ous benefactor."  Upon  his  death  testimonials  from  those  whom  he  had 
secretly  aided  with  his  purse  and  whose  business  plans  he  had  forwarded  by 
his  advice,  influence  and  personal  assistance,  were  numerous  and  heartfelt. 

Though  devoid  of  all  ambition  for  public  place,  he  was  the  high  ideal  of 
the  citizen  who  believes  that  the  public  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  his  labors  for 
the  general  good,  and  he  refused  no  trusts  that  were  committed  to  him  by 
his  fellow  citizens,  though  he  never  sought  them.  His  interest  in  public 
affairs,  and  especially  in  the  local  advancement  and  growth  of  civic  enter- 
prises, was  constant  and  unselfish.  He  was  one  of  the  original  directors  of 
the  Erie  &  New  York  City  R.  R.  Co.,  (now  known  as  the  Erie  system  ")  ; 
he  was  an  assistant  chief  engineer  in  the  Jamestown  Fire  Department  ;  he 
was  for  several  terms  one  of  the  village  trustees,  and,  for  a  time,  was  village 
president.  From  their  incorporation  until  his  death  he  acted  as  the  treasurer 
of  the  Lake  View  Cemetery  Association,  and  of  the  James  Prendergast 
Library  Association.  In  these,  and  other  positions  of  public  trust,  he  was  a 
faithful,  self-sacrificing  and  efficient  public  servant.  In  politics  Mr.  Ncwland 
was  always  a  consistent  and  conscientious  Republican  from  the  organization 
of  the  party,  and  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  political  and  general 
reading.  He  possessed  a  marked  taste  for  works  of  art,  and  found  much 
pleasure  in  securing  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  engravings,  etchings 
and  water  colors,  as  well  as  a  large  library  of  works  upon  general  and  art 
subjects.  These  cultured  tastes  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  ol  his  declin- 
ing years.  For  a  long  period  of  years  Mr.  Newland  was  a  regular  attendant 
upon  the  services  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  and 
a  liberal  supporter  of  that  body.  He  also  contributed,  it  is  believed,  to  the 
erection  of  every  cliurch  building  in  the  place,  and  to  tlie  supp(Ji  t  of  every 
religious  society. 

On  January  21,  1847,  Newland  was  n\arried  to  Miss  Evelyn  Patchin, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Aaron  D.  Patchin  of  Hoosic  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  a  sister  of 
Mr.  Aaron  D.  Patchin,  the  second  cashier  of  the  Chautauqua  bank.  Mrs. 
Newland,  who  was  a  woman  of  cultured  intellect  and  kind  hea:  t,  died  on  June 
17,  1887.  By  this  union  there  were  two  children — a  son,  Frank,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  daughter,  Evelyn  M.,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Daniel  H.  Post,  of 
Jamestown.  The  family  home  was  first  in  the  Chautauqua  bank  building  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  and  afterwards  at  the  corner  of  Pine 
and  Fifth  streets,  where  his  daughter  and  her  husband  still  reside. 

Late  in  the  summer  of  1891  Mr.  Newland  was  stricken  with  a  fatal  ill- 
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ness,  which  was  borne  bravely  and  without  complaint,  and,  on  the  morning 
of  Saturday,  Oct.  3,  of  that  year  he  painlessly  entered  into  rest.  His  death 
caused  wide-spread  and  unaffected  grief.  Upon  the  day  of  his  funeral  unu- 
sual honors  for  a  private  citizen  were  paid  to  his  memory ;  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  county  adjourned,  the  public  schools  of  the  city  were  closed, 
business  was  suspended,  and  all  classes  of  citizens  united  in  attending  the 
simple  services.  In  the  funeral  cortege  were  representatives  from  many  pub- 
lic bodies,  and  a  throng  of  sorrowing  citizens  followed  him  to  his  grave.  In 
spite  of  a  singularly  reserved  and  modest  nature,  and  of  a  great  reticence  of 
speech,  few  men  have  been  better  known,  or  have  had  a  wider  circle  of 
admirers  and  friends.  As  v/as  well  said  of  him  while  living  :  There  is 
probably  no  one  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives  who  deserves  or  pos- 
sesses in  a  greater  measure  the  respect,  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  who 
knew  him."  And  now  that  this  simple,  dignified  and  manly  character  has 
vanished  from  among  them,  there  is  ever  a  human  heart-throb  in  the  utter- 
ance of  his  fellow  citizens  when  they  mention  the  name  of  that  strong,  inflex- 
ible yet  helpful  business  man,  that  liberal-handed,  kind-hearted  gentleman, 
that  reserved,  yet  sympatlietic  friend — Robert  Newland. 

WILLIAM  BROADHEAD. 

Successful  manufacturers  are  public  benefactors,  and  merit  the  gratitude 
and  praise  of  their  countrymen.  The  nation  that  produces  the  most  in  pro- 
portion to  its  numbers  will  be  the  most  prosperous  and  the  most  powerful. 
The  United  States  possess  all  the  natural  advantages  for  the  attainment  of  a 
result  so  desirable,  and  it  is  the  part  of  patriotism  to  turn  these  advantages 
to  the  best  account,  to  differentiate  the  industries  of  the  people,  and  to  give 
employment  to  all  classes  of  mind  and  capacity.  The  citizens  of  Jamestown 
have  great  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  that  circumstances  early  brought 
Mr.  William  Broadhead  to  become  identified  with  the  place,  for  through  and 
by  him  the  principal  factors  of  its  present  and  future  prosperity  have  been 
inaugurated,  employment  has  been  given  to  hundreds,  and  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  can  justly  be  termed  a  benef^ictor  of  the  entire  community. 

William  Broadhead  was  born  in  Thornton,  Yorkshire,  England,  February 
17,  181 9.  When  but  a  lad  he  v/as  apprenticed  for  a  year  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  weaver,  and  then  began  working  in  the  smithy  with  his  father  and  con- 
tinued with  him  until  he  became  of  ago.  I^elieving  that  the  pros])ccts  for 
an  hont'st,  industrious  \'oung  man  were  better  in  this  country  than  in  Kng- 
land,  Mr.  Broadhead  emigrated  to  America  in  January,  1843,  going  first  to 
Busti,  where  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Jolin  Broadhead,  was  living.  Seeing  that 
Jamestown  oflered  a  much  niore  fa\'orable  opening  for  a  good  mechanic,  he 
sought  employment  here  and  found  it  in  the  shop  of  Safford  Eddy.  But  Mr. 
Broadhead  was  too  ambitious  to  remain  long  a  day  laborer.    Ever  on  the 
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lookout  for  something  more  profitable,  he  soon  found  a  partnership  with 
Adam  B.  Cobb,  whose  daughter,  Lucy,  he  had  married  in  1845.  This  marriage 
has  proven  to  be  a  most  happy  one,  and  the  parties  still  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  that  domestic  bliss  which  ripens  old  age  with  the  fullness  of 
family  association  and  home  love.  The  firm  of  Cobb  &  Broadhead,  scythe 
snath  manufacturers,  continued  nine  years,  when  it  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Cobb 
continuing  to  make  snaths  and  grain  cradles,  and  Mr.  Broadhead  purchasing 
an  axe  factory  began  to  manufacture  axes  and  forks. 

When  his  eldest  son,  Shelden  B.,  was  about  twenty  years  old,  Mr.  Broad- 
head opened  a  clothing  store,  taking  this  son  into  partnership  with  him,  and 
a  few  years  later  he  gave  his  younger  son,  AlmetN.,  an  interest.  Under  the 
firm  name  of  William  Broadhead  &  Sons  their  business  increased  rapidly, 
until  they  soon  had  the  largest  merchant  tailoring  establishmenv  in  the 
county,  drawing  patronage  from  Dunkirk,  Warren,  Salamanca,  etc. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Broadhead,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eldest  daughter, 
visited  his  native  place,  to  find  the  little  village  developed  into  a  thriving 
manufacturing  town.  His  early  interest,  awakened  when  as  a  boy  he  learned 
to  weave  at  a  hand-loom,  was  rekindled  by  the  signs  of  prosperity  and  suc- 
cess due  to  these  mills,  and  he  returned  to  Jamestown  thoroughly  impressed 
with  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  dress  goods. 
While  he  had  by  industr)',  economical  habits  (never  having  used  tobacco  in 
any  form,  and  being  most  temperate  in  all  things),  close  attention  to  business 
and  successful  investments  in  real  estate  acquired  considerable  property,  he 
felt  that  so  large  an  undertaking  required  more  capital  than  he  could  com- 
mand, and  so  he  proceeded  to  interest  some  of  his  moneyed  townsmen  in  his 
project,  and  the  result  was  the  formation  of  the  firm  of  Hall,  Broadhead  & 
Turner;  Mr.  William  Hall  to  assist  Mr.  liroadhead  in  furnishing  the  money. 
The  alpaca  mill  erected  by  the  firm  continued  for  one  year  and  a  half  to  be 
owned  by  them,  when  Mr.  Broadhead  retired.  A  short  time  afterwards  he 
built  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  similar  cloths,  having  for  partners  his  two 
sons.  When  the  mill  was  fully  established,  William  liroadhead  Sons 
turned  their  entire  attention,  for  the  time,  to  the  manufacture  of  ladies'  dress 
goods.  (vSee  The  Broadhead  Mills).  Their  salesmen  traverse  nearly  every 
state  in  the  union.  As  Mr.  Broadhead  foresaw,  these  mills  have  contributed 
immeasurably  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  city.  Much  of  the  rapid 
increase  in  population  is  due  to  their  continued  demand  for  skilled  workmen. 
The  good  wages  and  steady  work  have  attracted  hither  family  after  family 
of  intelligent  and  industrious  English  people,  who  have  proved  themselves 
most  acceptable  citizens.  "  Wm.  Broadhead  «5c  Sons  have  ever  since  been  car- 
rying on  business  in  different  lines  and  in  gigantic  enterprises.  Almost  an 
isolated  instance  in  the  history  of  one's  life  we  here  find  father  and  sons  a 
•unit  in  purjx)se  and  business.    Of  habits  of  industry,  sobriety  and  respecta- 
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bility,  this  copartnersliip  was  recognized  as  among  the  most  substantial  ele- 
ments of  local  prosperity  and  promising  importance.  Their  success  has  been 
a  constant  commentary  upon  their  good  management  and  the  good  will  that 
pervaded  the  establishment.  Fairly  well  educated  for  business  life,  these 
sons  were  more  than  an  experiment,  they  were  successes  from  the  first. 
Interested  in  each  ot]ier\s  welfare,  and  both  feeling  it  a  duty  to  guard  well 
their  father's  interests,  they  were  bound  by  the  strongest  of  earthly  ties,  and 
are  exemplifying  in  conduct  wha^  they  proposed  in  words."  ]\Ir.  Broadliead 
is  politically  an  ardent  Republican  and  a  strong  protectionist,  believing  that 
policy  to  be  even  more  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  his  workmen  than  for  his 
own  interest,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  mill  hands  in  Eng- 
land under  free  trade. 

In  his  native  town  ]\Ir.  Broadhead  belonged  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
church,  and  was  a  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  On  settling  in 
Jamestown  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  cliurch,  as  the  nearest  like  the 
Wesleyan.  During  the  exciting  period  before  tlie  civil  war,  when  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  took  a  stand  in  favor  of  slavery,  a  number  of  staunch 
abolitionists,  among  them  i\Ir.  Broadhead,  left  that  churcli  and  formed  a 
Wesleyan  society.  When  after  some  years,  the  church  building  having  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  organization  was  given  up,  Air.  Broadhead  became  a 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  church,  where  he  is  an  active  member, 
contributing  liberally  to  its  support.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broadhead  have  been 
born  six  children:  Shelden  Brady,  who  married  in  1870  Mary  Woodworth  ; 
Herwood,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years  ;  Alniet  Norval,  who  married 
in  1 886  Margaret  Allen  Bradshaw  ;  Mary  T.,  who  married  in  1S78  Adna  H. 
Reynolds,  Jr.,  and  died  in  February  1894  ;  Stella  Florineand  Mertie  Minutia. 

We  are  privileged  to  extract  from  a  manuscript  liistory  of  the  street  rail- 
way company  of  Jamestown,  written  by  C.  R.  Lockwood,  Esq.,  the  following 
concerning  Mr.  Broadhead  and  his  sons  : 

We  reiiicniber  the  elder  Mr.  P.roadhead  as  an  industrious  and  persevering  mechanic,  early 
at  and  late  from  his  work,  making  every'  moment  count  for  something  in  building  for  himself  a 
position  for  honesty  and  industry.  In  the  social  world  he  was  regarded  with  favor,  and  in  the 
church  looked  upon  as  ainong  the  faithful  and  substantial,  I'avoring  local  industries  and  edu- 
cational interests,  his  contributions  for  them  were  to  the  fullest  extent  of  his  ability.  *  *  «- 
Hall,  Broadhead  &  Turner  erected  Jamestown's  first  alpaca  mills  in  1S73.  Whoever  will  read 
the  records  of  intervening  time,  will  find  something  of  merit  resting  upon  the  ability,  persever- 
ance a!ul  home-resi)ect  of  Mr.  William  Broadhead.  Had  his  efforts  1>c-en  changed,  as  he  was 
solicitetl  to  ilo,  from  Jailjestown  to  I'iltsburgh,  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  what  of  Jai!iestown  ? 
Today  we  are  i)rospering  in  ])opulatioii,  in  business  importance  and  position  more  than  dollars 
and  ci?nts  can  represent,  through  the  efforts,  love  of  home  and  firmness  of  character  of  Mr, 
William  Broadhead.  Older  inhabitants  are  ready  to  verify  this,  the  records  of  our  departed 
village  and  present  city  show  it,  and  competing  municipalities  admit  it.  *  *  *  Though  con- 
trolled by  diflerent  owners,  both  of  the  worsted  mills  of  Jamestown,  with  all  their  wealth  and 
importance,  owe  their  origins  to  this  one  man,  and  the  unwritten  history  of  Jamestown  will 
reward  with  its  memory  and  unreserved  respect  hini  who  has  been  and  yet  remains  its  benefactor. 
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Tlic  employes  of  the  Broadhcad  Mills,  October  27,  1887,  through  l^dward 
Appleyard,  Josepli  Appleyard  and  Richard  E.  Toothill,  coniiiiittee,  presented 
Mr.  Broadhead  with  an  elegant  engrossed  memorial  from  which  we  extract : 

At  a  time  of  life  %v]ieii  most  men  would  have  sought  repose,  and  (juietly  retired  to  enjov  the 
means  which  their  prudence  and  industry  liad  provided,  you  were  inspired  with  an  ambition 
worthy  of  a  young  man,  and  rose  up  to  do  a  great  work  that  has  justly  immortalized  your  name, 
and  place<l  you  at  the  front  as  an  organizer,  administrator  and  benefactor.  To  your  indomitable 
will  and  courage  the  now  famous  worsted  interests  of  Jamestown  owe  their  origin,  and  an  impe- 
tus lias  been  given  to  other  industries  through  your  personal  influence,  while  the  conspicuous 
business  blocks  of  this  city  tell  of  the  forecast  of  your' brain  and  the  strength  and  enterprise  of 
their  founder.  Nor  is  it  amiss  to  repeat  what  the  Eveniu}:;  Journal  said,  that  you  "  had  put  up 
more  buildings,  and  been  instrumental  in  establishing  more  big  industrial  plants  in  this  city  than 
any  other  man."  These  are  facts  that  will  forever  be  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  young  city, 
and,  bccaxise  of  these  things,  we  today  pay  you  this  trii)ute  of  respect.  The  interest  you  have 
always  taken  in  those  in  your  employ  evinces  a  nobility  of  character  which  becomes  more  mani- 
fest as  the  years  go  by.  To  give  employment  to  as  many  as  ])ossible  has  been  your  endeavor, 
an<l,  to  your  honor  be  it  said,  that  in  each  and  all  of  them  you  take  a  i)ersonai  interest. 

Mayor  (rreen  concluded  his  address  to  the  visiting  Sons  of  St.  George  in 
July,  1894,  thus  : 

I  cannot,  however,  close  this  talk  to  Knglishmen  without  saying  a  word  of  one  who  came 
from  the  little  island  over  the  sea  that  once  claimed  so  many  of  you  as  her  w  orthy  sons.  Com- 
ing as  he  did,  over  50  years  ago,  when  little  more  than  a  boy  in  years,  his  stock  in  trade  was  a 
strong  liealthy  Knglish  body,  an  active  brain,  sound  common  sense,  untiring  industry,  and  a 
will,  a  determination  that  would  not  fail.  For  the  first  few  years  after  his  coming  the  anvil 
rang  from  the  vigorous  blows  of  his  strong  right  ann.  During  this  time  he  wooed  and  won  a 
beautiful  woman  who  was  in  full  accord  with  all  his  efforts  and  all  his  ambitions.  Meanwhile 
his  brain  was  actively  planning  for  the  future.  The  blacksmith  shop  could  not  hold  hi  ii 
always.  Other  avenues  of  industry  opened  ;  opportunities  were  grasped;  one  enterprise  after 
another  was  successfully  conrjuered,  each  more  extensive  than  its  predecessor,  and  each  demon- 
strating more  clearly  his  superior  business  ability  and  foresight.  Many  of  the  dwellings  upon 
our  hillsides  and  many  of  the  business  blocks  upon  our  streets  are  the  result  of  his  efTorts.  Fac- 
tories giving  employment  to  hundreds  of  peojde  were  erected  by  him  and  his  sturdy  sons,  our 
street  railway  harnessed  the  lightning  at  their  l)ehest,  and  nnmerf)us  other  enteri)rises  were  given 
life  and  vigor  Ihrougb  ♦.''"'r  assistance.  And  <luring  all  these  }  ears  this  man  was  the  same  cheer- 
ful, quiet  gentleman  that  he  i.i  to<lay  ;  generous,  nnobstrusive,  and  yet  as  fearless  as  he  is  just, 
a  man  who,  like  the  patron  saint  of  yo\ir  worthy  order,  would  die  for  his  convictions.  Some- 
time, when  justice  shall  write  the  history  of  Jamestown  and  of  its  benefactors,  and  shall  inscribe 
their  names,  the  history  of  their  gtxMl  deeds  and  of  their  efforts  resulting  in  our  growth  and 
prosperity  where  future  generations  may  read,  one  man  will  then  be  given  the  credit  belonging 
to  him,  one  name  will  stand  out  bold  and  clear,  it  will  be  the  name  of  him  who  was  once  the 
young  Englishman,  and  is  now  the  loyal  American,  William  Broadhead. 

JOSEPHUS  H.  CLARK. 

It  is  the  province  of  the  historian  while  recording  the  progress  of  events 
to  make  note  of  those  individuals  who  for  long  years  have  been  identified  with 
this  progress  and  in  varying  ways  have  contributed  to  the  development  of  the 
community.  Joscphus  H.  Clark  is  one  of  the  oldest  manufacturers  of  James- 
town^ if  not  of  the  county,  and  one  who  for  over  half  a  century  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  building  Jamestown  the  city  from  Jamestown  the  country 
hamlet  and  village.   He  was  born  in  Petersham,  Mass.,  December  i,  1819,  and 
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was  son  of  Joseph  and  Lavinia  (Torrey)  Clark,  Until  he  was  ten  years  old 
he  resided  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  In  1830  his  widowed 
mother  with  her  five  children  came  to  Carroll,  and  after  two  years  of  farm 
labor  in  that  town,  Mr.  Clark  entered  the  employ  of  Eber  Keyes  in  a  small 
foundry  at  Dexterville.  During  the  three  years  he  passed  there  he  became 
conversant  with  the  several  branches  of  foundry  work.  In  1835  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  foundry  of  Daniel  S.  Williams  (then  Williams  &  Swift) 
and  from  that  time  with  the  exception  of  two  years  passed  in  Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans,  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  business 
in  Jamestown.  Becoming  a  member  in  1841  of  the  firm  of  Steele,  Ward  & 
Co.,  in  a  foundry  located  near  the  present  site  of  the  Hazzard  Shoe  Factory, 
in  1843,  upon  the  dissolution  of  that  fimi,  he  became  the  partner  of  Mr. 
Williams  in  the  firm  of  D.  S.  Williams  &  Co*.  From  that  time  Mr.  Clark  has 
been  engaged  in  business  in  the  same  location  and  the  same  buildingf,  and 
for  many  years  his  promptitude  was  such  that  a  clock  could  have  been  regu- 
lated by  his  comings  and  goings.  Such  industry,  care,  method  and  attention 
as  Mr.  Clark  devoted  to  his  work  could  have  but  one  result— financial  success. 

An  old  line  "  Whig  and  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Clark  has  been  a 
frequent  delegate  to  county  and  congressional  conventions.  He  has  had 
much  to  do  with  the  making  of  this  city.  As  long  ago  as  1859  or  i860  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  village  of  Jamestown, 
and  was  in  office  for  ten  consecutive  years,  and  president  of  the  board  during 
the  eventful  years  of  the  civil  war.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  in  1870,  held  that  office  twenty-one  years,  and  for  fifteen  years 
of  the  time  was  president  of  this  board.  He  has,  consequently,  been  con- 
nected with  the  great  development  of  the  schools  of  the  city,  as  in  1870  the 
only  school  houses  now  in  use  were  the  small  one  on  West  Third  street,  and 
the  central  part  of  the  High  School  building.  Mr.  Clark  has  been  a  trustee 
of  the  Baptist  church  for  forty  years,  and  a  member  of  the  building  com- 
mittee that  erected  the  present  model  church.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science.  In  all  of  the  various 
positions  he  has  held  Mr.  Clark  has  shown  the  promptness,  accuracy,  method, 
system  and  wise  conservatism  so  characteristic  in  his  successful  business  life. 
During  liis  twenty-one  years  service  on  the  board  of  education,  he  was  present 
at  all  meetings  save  four,  and  his  associates  in  all  offices  held  his  counsels 
and  aid  as  most  valuable  factors.    He  has  ever  been  a  quiet,  unostentatious 

*Iu  May  1S45  D.  S.  Williams  it  Co.,  dissolve(i  partncrsliip,  and  after  sometime  the  firm  became  Williams 
&  Barrett,  Mr.  Clark  acting  as  superiiiteiideiit  from  the  dissolution  of  the  first  firm.  In  1S50  Mr.  Williams 
became  sole  owner  and  died  a  year  later.  In  the  fall  of  1851  Mr.  Clark  and  Josiah  Lincoln  purchased  the  busi- 
ness, conducted  it  as  Clark  &  Lincoln,  until  P.  O.  Sherwin  became  a  partner  and  tht  firm  was  Clark,  Lincoln 
ft  Co.  Mr.  Clark  later  purchased  Mr.  Lincoln's  interest,  tlie  firm  becoming  Clark  &  Sherwin  until  May,  1S57. 
Since  then  Mr.  Clark  has  been  sole  proprietor. 

tThis  founilry  has  been  a  feature  of  Jamestown.  Not  only  foundry  work  but  stove.s,  wo<.)d-working 
machinery  ant!  mowing  inachines  have  been  manufactured  here  in  a  quiet  way,  steatly  enjployment  being 
given  to  from  ten  to  twelve  workmen. 
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citizen,  doing  much  good  in  an  unpretentious  manner,  and  enjoying  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  the  people.  He  married,  July  13,  1851,  Jane  E., 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Betsey  (Forbush)  Marsh. 

MRS.  JANK  K.  CLARK. 

Mrs.  Jane  E.  Clark,  president  of  the  Women's  Christian  Association  since 
its  inception,  is  a  native  of  New  England,  born  at  vSutton,  Massachusetts, 
March  10,  1821,  a  daughter  of  Moses  (Cushman)  Marsh  and  Betsey  (For- 
bush) Marsh.  The  Forbush  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  and  intermarried 
with  many  old  and  notable  families  of  Now  bhigland.  Mr.  Marsh  moved  his 
family  to  what  is  now  the  village  of  Panama,  in  this  county,  in  1S24.  Here 
he  was  a  prominent  citizen,  was  the  first  postmaster,  built  the  first  framed 
house  in  the  village,  to  which  he  gave  the  name,  and  was  much  interested  in 
town  affairs.  He  died  of  cholera  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1833.  Mrs.  Marsh 
was  a  woman  of  great  strength  of  character,  and,  it  is  said,  possessed  the  gift 
of  oratory  to  a  remarkable  degree.  She  died  in  1837."^  From  the  time  of 
Mr.  Marsh's  death,  his  children  had  ample  opportunity  to  cultivate  the  Scotch 
characteristics  inherited  from  their  mother.  Jane  moved  to  Massachusetts, 
where  she  remained  some  years,  received  a  good  education,  returned  to  Chau- 
tauqua county  in  1839,  where  she  taught  school  in  Jamestown  and  in  the 
vicinity  for  several  years. 

In  December  1839,  she  united  with  the  Baptist  cliurch  of  this  city,  and 
in  the  month  of  September,  1893,  <^"ly  three  who  were  then  members 
survived.  vShe  was  soon  enrolled  among  tlie  teachers  of  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  for  forty  years  was  one  of  its  most  faithful  workers,  her  scholars  being  usu- 
ally young  men,  her  classes  averaging  sixteen  in  number.  The  vast  amount 
of  good  accomplished  by  her  faithful  instruction  during  all  these  years,  who 
can  estimate  ?  July  13,  1851,  she  married  Josephus  H.  Clark,  and  in  him  she 
found  an  able  and  willing  coadjutor  in  all  her  charitable  works.  He  heartily 
cooperated  with  her  in  her  plans  for  the  betterment  of  humanity  with  his 
ample  means.  From  time  to  time,  they  have  made  a  home  in  their  house- 
hold for  more  than  twenty-five  young  men,  enabling  them  by  their  aid  and 
care  to  obtain  a  good  education,  and  these  beneficiaries  have  done  honor  to 
their  benefactors  by  becoming  good,  worthy  and  even  prominent  citizens. 
Mrs.  Clark  has  been  connected  with  many  of  the  benevolent  societies  of  the 
church,  village  and  city  ;  she  was  secretary  of  the  F'oreign  Missionary  Soci- 
ety of  the  Chautauqua  Baptist  Association  for  fifteen  years  ;  during  the  civil 
war  she  took  an  active  part  on  the  committee  for  the  aid  and  relief  of  soldiers  ; 
was  president  of  the  City  Mission  for  two  years ;  a  member  of  the  Woman's 

•A  datiKhtcr,  Mary  I^ouise,  the  first  female  child  of  Panama,  was  born  July  i6,  1827,  married  Prof.  Jesse  G. 
Nash.  ■  They  have  given  their  lives  to  tcachinff,  and  are  now  in  Sherman,  Texas,  where  they  established  the 
Sherman  Institute.  Mrs.  NaKh'n  devotion,  talent  and  adaptability  for  her  work  is  fully  demonstrated  by  the 
resultH. 
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Christian  Temperance  Union  here  from  its  foundation,  and  its  president  for 
many  years,  and  as  a  marked  evidence  of  her  ability  as  a  presiding  officer 
may  be  noted  the  fact  that,  in  1882,  at  the  organization  of  the  Reform  Club 
she  was  made  its  president.  She  was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of  the 
Political  Equality  Club  of  Jamestown,  is  a  member  of  the  Chautauqua  Society 
of  History  and  Natural  Science,  and  by  request  prej^ared  and  read  a  paper  at  the 
July  meeting  in  1894.  I\Irs.  Clark  gave  a  course  of  lectures  one  winter  at  her 
house  to  the  young  men  of  her  Sabbath-school  class.  This  she  was  fully  equip- 
ped to  do,  asshe  had  always  been  a  diligent  reader  of  classic  and  historical  works, 
and  her  lectures  evinced  much  knowledge  of  the  growth,  development  and 
influence  of  ancient  and  modern  literature.  These  are  but  a  part  of  her  activi- 
ties, but  it  will  be  seen  that  her  life  has  been  mostly  devoted  to  Christian  and 
benevolent  work,  and  when,  September  8,  1884,  she  called  a  meeting  and  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, it  was  only  giving  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  "  when  she  was  elected 
its  president.  This  olhce  she  has  since  held,  and  proved  her  fitness  for  the 
position  by  the  rare  executive  skill,  energy  and  ability  with  which  she  has 
governed  its  affairs.  She  haf»  made  it  a  success,  extended  its  influence  and 
increased  its  branches  from  one  to  six.  The  secretary  says  in  one  of  the 
annual  reports  :  The  faithfulness  of  our  beloved  president,  and  her  zeal  in 
all  duties  appertaining  to  her  ofiice,  is  ever  a  stimulus  to  all  associated  with 
her.  In  the  years  she  has  been  president  of  the  association,  only  twice  has 
she  failed  to  i^reside  at  all  its  meetings,  and  her  untiring  energy  has  helped 
largely  to  the  great  work  established.  In  all  of  its  industries  and  charities 
she  is  persoiu\lly  interested." 

Mrs.  Clark  was  born  to  leadership.  She  posesses  ability,  discrimination, 
tact  and  promptitude,  and  although  always  firm  when  it  is  a  question  of  right 
or  wrong,  yc^t  she  is  conciliator)'  and  ready  to  yield  her  opinion  if  necessar)' 
to  acconrplish  good  results.  During  the  years  (over  ten)  since  the  Woman's 
Christiiv.i  Association  was  organized,  peace  has  ever  prevailed  in  the  counsels 
and  multifarious  labors  of  its  one  hundred  members.  When  we  add  to  this 
record  the  statement  that  Mrs.  Clark  in  all  her  labors  and  aspirations  has 
ever  been  dominated  by  her  love  to  God  and  humanity,  we  give  to  our  readers 
the  secret  of  her  wonderful  power  lor  good  and  the  key  to  her  success. 

COL.  KI.IAL  KOOTK  CA R1'KNT1U<. 

Among  the  gallant  defenders  of  our  country's  flag  in  the  civil  war,  many 
men  achieved  nu)re  distinction  and  won  greater  honors  than  did  Colonel 
Elial  Foote  Carpenter,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  any  man  in  all  that  vast  army  of 
patriot  soldiers  did  his  dnty  more  faithfully,  valiantly  or  cheerfully.  Stalwart, 
robu>t,  enduring,  he  was  a  splend  d  type  of  physical  manhood,  while  he  pos- 
essed  the  mental  and  nu:>ral  characteristics  that  distinguish  the  nobler  type 
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of  martial  heroes.  He  was  born  in  Jamestown,  May  8,  1826.  His  father  was 
an  Englishman,  born  in  London,  who  when  a  boy  was  bound  out  to  service 
on  a  Britisli  man-of-war.  The  vessel  on  which  he  served  was  wrecked  off 
the  coast  of  Guinea.  His  seafaring  life  ended  with  the  destruction  of  the 
vessel,  and  he  sought  his  fortunes  in  America,  settling  in  Maine,  where  he 
married  a  Miss  Blake,  a  member  of  an  old  New  England  family.  When  the 
site  of  the  present  prosperous  city  of  Jamestown  was  a  dense  forest,  William 
Carpenter  and  his  young  wife  came  here  and  located  in  what  was  soon  after 
called  Dexterville,  now  East  Jamestown.  Here  their  children  were  born 
and  reared,  and  here  their  lives  were  passed.  Twelve  childrkl.Mi  were  born 
to  them,  three  of  whom  survive,  Mary  Ann  Tanner,  Emeline  Follmer  and 
Laura  Stock.  Mr.  Carpenter  helped  to  build  the  first  steamboat  that  floated 
on  the  waters  of  Lake  Chautauqua  and  was  for  a  time  its  captain. 

Elial  Foote  Carpenter  was  their  third  son  ;  he  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Jamestown,  and  soon  after  leaving  school  went  on  a  visit  to 
one  of  his  sisters  who  resided  in  Kentucky.  Here  he  passed  two  years  as 
manager  of  a  large  tobacco  plantation.  Not  finding  this  occupation  con- 
genial he  resigned  his  position,  returning  to  Jamestown,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  buying  along  the  Allegany  river  and  its  tributaries, 
and  rafting  to  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  and  Louisville.  He  married  July  3, 
1848,  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  John  and  Phoebe  (Wood)  Jeffords.  Their  children 
were  Belle  E.  (wife  of  Capt.  T.  E.  Grandin),  Franc  W.  (Mrs.  F.  A.  Bright- 
man),  Addie  J.  (Mrs.  W.  P.  Frink)*.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Carpen- 
ter became  associated  with  his  brother-in-law,  Charles  L.  Jeffords,  in  the 
manufacture  of  axes.  WHien  the  oil  excitement  began  in  Pennsylvania  he 
turned  his  attention  to  prospecting,  and  the  out])reak  of  the  civil  war  found 
him  one  of  the  extensive  and  successful  oil  operators  of  that  day. 

Hearkening  to  his  country's  call  to  arms,  he  laid  aside  his  pursuits  as  a 
private  citizen,  and  enlisted  August  16,  i86i,'in  the  49th  Regt.  N.  Y.  \'ol- 
unteers,  and  ui)on  the  organization  of  the  regiment  was  elected  second  lieu- 
tenant of  Co.  K.  In  April,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  the  , Peninsular  campaign  under  McClellan. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  112th  regiment  it  was  decided  that  its  staff 
officers  should  be  men  of  tried  ability  and  nailitary  experience.  Lieutenant 
Carj)enter  was  transferred  from  the  49th  to  the  112th,  made  major,  and 
soon  promoted  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  .'or  some  time 
])rior  to  his  death  was  in  its  active  command.  The  first  battle  in  which  this 
regiment  was  actively  engaged  occurred  on  Friday,  January  30,  1863,  near 
Snffolk,  Va.     From  this  time  Colonel  Carpenter  was  at  the  front  almost  con- 

•Mrs.  Cnrpcnlcr  was  a  wotiiiin  of  rare  HlrciiKth  of  character  nn<l  thoroughly  devotcil  to  her  family.  Alter 
Colonel  tarpciJtcr's  death,  care  for  her  dauKhlers  absorlx-'d  all  other  consiilerattons.  She  lived  to  sec  them  in 
l)leasant  homes  oftlieir  own,  and  to  receive  their  unstinted  ministrations  of  tenderness  and  love  when  sickness 
nti<i  stiirering  came  upon  her.    She  died  January  31,  1H94.  1) 
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stantly  with  his  regiment  with  the  exception  of  four  months  passed  in 
recruiting  service,  and  the  hardships  endured,  the  heroic  achievements  of  the 
tlie  112th,  and  the  important  duties  they  performed  is  part  of  the  history  of 
that  ever  memorable  struggle.    After  the  transfer  of  his  regin^ent  to  the  Army 
of  the  James,  Colonel  Carpenter  was  in  constant  command.    At  the  battle  of 
Drewry's  IMuflf,  near  Bermuda  Hundred,  his  regiment  was  ordered  to  the 
right  wing  of  the  army  to  support  General  Heckman  who  was  in  desperate 
straits.    This  was  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  a  thick 
fog  so  obscured  the  vision  that  they  had  to  grope  their  way.    When  they 
arrived  at  the  point  where  General  Heckmairs  troops  should  have  been,  not 
finding  them,  Colonel  Carpenter  sent  Lieutenant  Pledges  forward  to  recon- 
noiter  ;  he  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.    As  he  did  not  return, 
Colonel   Carpenter,   anxious  about  his   fate,   putting  spurs  to  his  horse 
rode  forward  to  see  what  had  become  of  him.     Chaplain  Hyde  says : 
Tlie  fog  was  so  thick  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  objects  clearly,  but  all  at 
once  he  found  himself  within  the  lines  of  a  rebel  brigade,  who  rose  up  on  all 
sides  of  him  and  demanded  his  surrender.    Instead  of  surrendering,  he 
wheeled  his  horse  and  retreated,  at  the  same  time  ordering  his  men  to  fall 
back.    He  was  followed  by  a  perfect  shower  of  bullets,  one  of  which  struck 
him  in  the  side,  passing  through  his  lungs,  but  he  was  saved  from  ca])ture 
by  his  horse,  which  bore  him  to  the  rear.    He  received  all  the  care  and 
attention  it  was  possible  to  bestow  upon  him,  but  in  vain  ;  the  wound  was 
fatal,  and  on  the  morning  of  May  i8,  1864,  two  days  after  he  had  received 
his  death  woinid,  his  spirit  passed  away  from  earth  at  a  farm  house  where  he 
had  been  carried  by  his  devoted  followers."    Col.  Carpenter  was  a  member 
of  the  M.  K.  church,  and  a  sincere  Christian.    He  had  no  fear  of  death,  but 
expressed  his  sorrow  at  leaving  his  wife  and  family,  and  also  satisfaction  that 
by  the  socrifice  of  his  life  he  had  saved  that  of  hundreds  of  his  soldiers. 

All  his  soldiers  loved  and  trusted  him.  Had  he  surrendered  when  ordered 
to  do  so  he  would  have  been  taken  prisoner,  his  life  probably  spared,  but  liis 
regiment  would  have  moved  forward  to  terrible  carnage.  He  thought  only 
of  saving  them.  He  succeeded,  but  his  own  life  was  the  cost.  One  of  his 
comrades  said  of  him  :  ''He  was  one  of  the  bravest  and  truest  soldiers  the 
country  ever  had  to  defend  her  flag,  and  but  for  his  untimely  death  he  would 
have  stood  among  the  major  generals  of  the  volunteer  service  with  a  record 
that  one  might  well  be  proud  of."  Such  expressions  from  those  who  knew 
him  best  give  some  glimpse  of  the  character  and  qualities  of  the  man. 

■  -     .  "  Not  in  his  battles  won, 

Tho'  \on^  the  well-fought  fields  may  keep  their  name, 
But  in  tlie  wide  world's  sense  of  duty  done, 
'         •  The  {gallant  soldier  finds  the  meed  of  fame  ; 

His  life  no  struggle  for  ambition's  prize, 
Simply  the  duty  done  that  next  him  lies. 
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HON.  JAMES  T.  EDWARDS,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  James  T.  Edwards,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,*  was  born  in  Barnc<:::at,  Ocean 
county,  N.  J.,  January  6,  1838.  His  parents  were  influential,  well-to-do  peo- 
ple, and  aniono^  his  lar^^e  connection  are  many  names  of  men  wliose  influ- 
ence has  been  felt  as  a  power  in  mouldino-  the  character  of  society  and  the 
church.  James  Edwards,  his  o^reat-<;rand father,  fouc;ht  with  Washington  at 
the  time  of  Braddock's  defeat  and  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  in  which  he  was  severely  wounded.  His  parents  were  Job  and  Susanna 
Ivlwards.  The  former  was  known  as  an  eloquent  local  preacher  and  twic'2 
served  as  a  member  of  the  state  legislature.  The  latter  was  a  woman  of  un- 
usual force  of  character,  and  in  her  earlier  years  was  a  teaclier.  She  made 
sacrifices  to  give  her  son  a  liberal  education  and  always  warmly  sympathized 
with  his  aims.  Dr.  Edwards  prepared  for  college  at  Pennington  Seminary 
in  New  Jersey,  and  "graduated  from  Wesleyan  L^niversity  in  Middletown, 
Conn.,  in  i860.  Af' jr  graduation  he  filled  the  chair  of  natural  science  in 
Amenia  vSeminary  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.  Having  served  one  year  in 
this  institution,  he  took  charge  of  the  same  department  in  East  (jreenwich 
Academy  in  Rhode  Island.  The  study  of  law  had  many  attractions  for  him, 
and  he  decided  to  make  that  his  profession.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
him  to  enter  the  office  of  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  but 
Mr.  Dayton  was  shortly  afterward  sent  as  minister  to  the  court  of  I'rancc. 
Tlie  professor's  plans  were  thus  frustrated,  and  before  any  new  arrangement 
was  made,  he  found  the  work  of  teaching  so  congenial  that  the  idea  of  prac- 
ticing law  was  permanently  abandoned.  His  favorite  departments  of  instruc- 
tion were  the  sciences  and  belles-lettres,  and  to  this  work  he  devoted  himself 
with  an  unfailing  enthusiasm,  which  was  contagious  and  inspiring.  Desidcs 
training  his  classes  in  the  lecture-room,  he  was  constanth'  delivering  ad- 
dresses before  institutes  and  teachers'  associations  throughout  the  state.  For 
a  long  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State 
Teachers  Association,  and  at  the  time  of  his  leaving  Rhode  Islaiiid  was  its 
])resident.  He  married,  in  1862,  Emma  A.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  Kaker, 
who,  by  her  varied  accomplishments  and  unfailing  interest  in  his  studies 
and  work,  has  been  to  him  a  helpmeet  "  indeed.  They  have  tliree  daughters  : 
(iracc  (Mrs.  S.  Winsor  Haker,  of  Jamestown),  Laura  r.nd  Florence. 

In  the  fall  of  1862  Professor  ICdwards  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  ist  R. 
I.  Vols.,  but  immediately  received  from  Governor  vSprague  a  commission  as 
second  lieutenant,  and  was  soon  after  'elected  first  lieutenant  of  a  company 
composed  of  members  of  the  A'oung  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Provi- 
dence. Afterward  he  was  made  adjutant  of  the  parole  camp  near  Alexandria. 
Va.    While  in  this  position  he  rendered  valuable  service  by  his  humane 

•By  Dr.  Theodore  h.  Flocxl,  editor  of  the  ChuHtauf/uan. 
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treatment  of  the  paroled  prisoners,  who,  when  he  entered  upon  his  duties, 
were  being  shamefully  neglected.  Upon  leaving  the  army  he  was  elected 
principal  of  the  seminary  at  East  Greenwich.  For  more  than  sixty  years  this 
school  had  done  excellent  work  in  educating  the  youth  of  Rliode  Island  and 
other  states,  but  a  burdensome  debt  of  $22,000  had  for  a  long  time  hung  over 
it  to  the  great  annoyance  of  its  friends.  Through  Professor  Edward's  earnest 
efforts  the  entire  debt  was  lifted  by  subscription.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as 
principal  of  the  seminary,  he  was  elected  and  served  as  state  senator  when  he 
was  26  years  old,  being  the  \  oungest  member  of  the  senate.  During  this 
session  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  ready  debater  in  an  exciting  discussion 
upon  the  military  record  and  expenditures  of  the  sta'.e  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  He  was  elected  to  the  senate  the  second  time,  and  also  chosen 
presidential  elector  on  the  ticket  which  elected  General  Grant  for  his  first 
term,  and  stumped  the  state  in  his  support.  Professor  Edwards  took  an 
acti\'e  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  fifteenth  amendment,  which  was  carried 
in  the  senate  but  defeated  in  the  house,  at  this  session.  lie  was  elected  the 
third  time  to  the  senate,  and  made  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education. 
During  this  session  the  temperance  question  was  pressed  to  the  front,  and 
legislators  were  compelled  to  give  it  attention,  whether  in  sympathy  with  tlie 
cause  or  not.  The  professor  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  a  prohibitory  bill 
which  was  triumphantly  carried  in  the  senate,  but  failed  to  become  a  law 
because  of  its  defeat  in  the  house.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  tlie  first  normal  school  in  the  state.  During  this  session  he  made 
a  speech  upon  the  "just  limitations  of  the  pardoning  power,"  which  attracted 
general  attention  and  exercised  a  marked  influence  in  effecting  a  wholesome 
reform  in  the  use  of  that  prerogative  by  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

In  1870  Professor  I{dwards  moved  to  this  state  to  take  charge  of  Cham- 
berlain Institute  at  Randolph.  In  1872  its  brick  boarding  hall,  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $50,000,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  being  insured  for  only  $10,000. 
Through  the  exertions  of  Professor  Edwards  and  the  liberality  of  its  friends 
it  was  rebuilt  by  subscription  in  less  than  a  year,  and  stands  in  its  beautiful 
proj)ortions,  free  from  debt.  In  1876  Allegheny  College,  at  Meadville,  Pa., 
conferred  the  degree  of  D.  D.  upon  him,  and  in  1890  he  was  made  Doctor  of 
Laws.  He  continued  at  the  head  of  Chamberlain  Institute  for  22  years,  re- 
signing in  1892.  During  this  time  6,000  students  were  in  attendance;  450 
graduated  from  its  several  departments  ;  and  more  than  500  certificates  were 
received  from  the  Regents  of  the  State  University.  There  was  an  average 
attendance  for  63  terms  of  167  students,  whose  average  age  for  the  whole 
time  was  17.1  years.  Probably  there  is  not  a  town  in  Cattaraugus  and  Chau- 
tauqua counties  which  does  not  contain  representatives  from  this  old  school. 
Its  patronage  during  the  administration  of  Dr.  P^dwards  was  drawn  from 
quite  an  extended  area,  often  eml)racing  several  states.     In  the  educational 
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gatherings  of  this  section  Dr.  Edwards  has  long  been  a  familiar  figure,  often 
lecturing,  dedicating  school  buildings,  and  engaging  in  kindred  work.  As 
a  minister  he  has  preached  frequently,  being  especially  called  upon  for  anni- 
versaries, church  dedications  and  funerals.  He  has  been  twice  elected  dele- 
gate to  the  "  general  conference,"  the  lawmaking  body  of  the  M.  church, 
and  three  times  reserve  delegate. 

Dr.  Edwards  is  an  ardent  lover  of  the  natural  sciences,  and  has  endeavored 
to  make  these  studies  of  practical  value  in  this  region  by  discussing,  at  agri- 
cultural fairs,  farmers'  institutes  and  conventions,  their  principles  as  applied 
to  agriculture.    He  built  the  first  silo  in  southwestern  New  York,  and  showed 
the  wholesomeness  and  utility  of  ensilage.    He  is  the  author  of  numerous 
published  addresses  and  of  two  volumes  entitled  respectively  "The  Grass 
Family  "  and  "  The  Silva  of  Chautauqua  Lake."    Dr.  Edwards  has  been 
identified  with  the  great  Chautauqua  movement  from  its  beginning,  for  most 
of  the  time  in  the  three-fold  capacity  of  trustee,  professor  and  lecturer.  For 
nine  years  he  has  had  charge  of  the  department  of  physics  and  chemistry  in 
the  College  of  Liberal  Arts.    He  is  also  extension  secretary  of  the  Chautauqua 
system  of  education.    In  the  fall  of  1891  he  was  nominated  by    certificate  " 
as  senator  from  the  Thirty-second  district,  in  accordance  with  a  law  passed 
in  1890  permitting  a  nomination  of  senator  on  the  presentation  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  of  the  certified  names  under  oath  of  500  voters  desiring  such 
nomination.    750  names  were  forwarded,  and  the  nomination  was  endorsed 
by  a  People's  convention  which  met  in  Jamestown  and  by  the  regular  Dem- 
ocratic convention  held  the  same  day.    He  w^as  elected  by  over  1,000  majorty. 
As  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education  during  his  service,  he  was  influ- 
ential in  passing  three  important  bills  which  bear  his  name,  viz :  The 
**  university  bill,"  covering  all  the  higher  ec^ucation  in  the  state  ;  the  '*  library 
bill,"  which  appropriates  $55,000  annually  to  school  and  township  free 
libraries;  and  the  "school  commissioner  bill,"  which  allows  women  to  vote 
for  school  commissioners.    Dr.  Edwards  is  a  many-sided  man,  and  the  people 
instinctively  regard  him  as  their  man.    It  can  not  be  said  that  he  is  a  poli- 
tician.   Positions  have  sought  him.    He  has  been  called  to  places  of  trust 
by  the  people  because  they  judged  him  fitted  by  intelligence,  a  broad  states- 
manship, purity  of  life,  executive  abilities  and  eloquence  as  a  public  speaker 
to  represent  them  as  lawmaker.     He  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs,  and  held  the  theory  that  every  citizen  who  enjoys  the  blessings 
of  a  free  government  should  be  willing  to  bear  his  share  of  its  responsibilities. 
He  is  an  attractive,  scholarly  speaker,  with  an  agreeable  voice  well  balanced 
by  a  graceful  delivery,  and  always  receives  a  hearty  welcome  whenever  he 
appears  in  the  pulpit  or  upon  the  platform.* 

*Dr.  Edwards,  since  this  sketch  was  written,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the  McDonoiigh  School  for 
Iirn's  at  McDonouRh,  Md.,  founded  in  1875  by  John  McDonough,  who  left  $1,000,000  to  educate  poor  boys.  Dr. 
Kdwards  took,  charge  of  this  institution  in  August,  1893,  and  makes  his  home  there. 
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W.  W.  HKNDERSON. 

William  Wallace  Henderson  was  born  September  ii,  1828,  at  Sinclairville, 
of  Scotch  and  Knglisli  parentage,  received  snch  advantages  as  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  the  period  afforded,  and  with  developing  tastes  and  ten- 
dencies toward  philosophic  and  scientific  inqniry,  early  became  a  stndent  of 
medicine  under  the  tutelage  of  Henry  B.  Hedges,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  Fair- 
field Medical  College,  one  of  the  earliest  instituted  in  this  state.  In  1847 
and  rS.jS  Mr.  Henderson  was  a  student  in  attendance  upon  the  lectures  and 
instructions  of  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo' which 
then  numbered  among  its  faculty  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D.  ;  Austin  Flint, 
D. ;  James  Webster,  D.  ;  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.  D.  ;  James  P.  White,  M. 
D.  ;  George  Hadley,  "SI,  D.  ;  C.  B.  Coventry,  M.  D.  ;  Corydon  L.  Ford,  ^I. 
D.  Tlie  latter  is  the  only  survivor,  and  is  a  distinguished  member  of  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  - 

Mr.  Henderson  finally  adopted  the  profession  of  pharmacy  which  he  con- 
tinued for  nearly  half  a  century,  retiring  in  1894.  At  majority  he  affiliated 
with  the  anti-slavery  element  of  the  Whig  party,  and,  in  1852  voted  with 
the  supporters  of  John  P.  Hale  for  President,  with  "free  soil,  free  speech  and 
free  men  "  as  the  motto.  Later  Mr.  Plenderson  was  active  in  the  local 
organization  of  the  progressive  political  elements  which  finally  coalesced  in 
the  Republican  party  of  tlie  state  and  nation  ;  also  as  member  of  state  com- 
mittee, and  many  times  as  delegate  for  Chautauqua  in  the  district  and  state 
conventions  of  the  party.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Sinclairville  in 
1861  under  President  Lincoln,  and  continued  in  office  during  four  successive 
administrations.  In  187 1  Presidcmt  Crrant  appointed  Mr.  Henderson  collector 
of  internal  revenue  for  the  31st  district  of  Xevv'York,  and  after  its  consolidation 
with  the  27th  district  he  was  reappointed  as  its  collector  with  office  at 
Elmira.  He  creditably  concluded  his  public  service  in  this  connection  in 
1S76,  and  soon  after  became  a  resident  of  Jamestown,  where  he  has  since 
been  identified  as  one  of  its  actively  interested  citizens  and  business  men, 
for  many  years  having  served  as  a  member  of  its  school  board.  He  was  the 
senior  partner  of  the  firm  of  Henderson  &  Putnam,  druggists  and  1)ook  sellers, 
from  June  10,  1878  to  December  18,  1888,  and  contimied  in  that  business 
until  August,  1S94,  when  he  devoted  himself  to  the  sale  of  books,  stationery, 
etc.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  N.  Y.  S.  Pharmaceutical  Association  ; 
president  of  the  Chautauqua  County  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Association  of  Jamestown.  At  its  organization  in  1886,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  curators  for  the  department  of  phar- 
macy of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  relation  is  still  continued. 

]Mr.  Henderson  is  recognized  as  an  enthusiastic  explorer  in  fields  of 
philosophic  and  historic  research.    He  was  an  active  participant  in  the 
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organization  of  the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science,  and 
from  the  first  lias  been  its  secretary,  and  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer.  He 
has  contributed  several  papers  of  interest  and  value  to  its  archives.  He  is 
also  corresponding  member  of  the  Oneida  Historical  Society,  one  of  the  oldest 
county  societies  in  the  state,  his  certificate  bearing  the  signature  as  its  presi- 
dent of  Horatio  Seymour. 

In  1867  Mr.  Henderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Martha  Tiffany,  a 
lady  of  taste  and  culture,  daughter  of  the  late  Silas  Tiffany  of  Jamestown, 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  business  men  of  the  city.  In  all  the  varied 
relations  of  official  business  and  social  life  in  which  Mr.  Henderson  has 
been  placed,  he  has  ever  manifested  kindliness  of  heart,  the  urbanity  and 
courtesy  of  a  true  gentleman,  and  the  ability  of  a  far  reaching  and  discerning 
intellect,  softened  and  refined  by  culture  and  the  inclinations  of  a  poetic 
nature.    He  has  many  friends. 

THOMAS  W.  HARVEY. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  one  of  America's  greatest  inventors 
made  his  home  in  Jamestown  for  many  yea  s.  A  native  of  Wards1x)ro,  \^t., 
born  July  22,  1795,  in  1816,  after  his  marrii^ge  to  Melinda  Hayward,  a  sister 
of  Mrs.  Solomon  Jones  and  i\Irs.  Samuel  Gai  field,  of  Busti,  he  came  to  James- 
town, where  he  located  in  1819  as  a  blacksmith,  building  his  shop  on  the 
corner  of  Third  street  and  Potter's  alley,  and  the  next  year  building  a  resi- 
dence on  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Third  streets.  With  his  brother,  Charles 
R.,  he  built  the  woolen  machinery  for  Hazeltine's  mill,  and  carding  and  other 
machinery  for  others.  From  1832,  when  he  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  New 
York  city,  he  devoted  himself  to  inventions.  Young  says  :  Chautauqua 
county  never  had  a  citizen  more  fruitful  of  invention.  Among  the  numerous 
inventions  were  a  machine  for  making  steam  engine  boiler  rivets,  one  for 
heading  wood  screws,  a  rotary  cam  toggle-joint  press,  a  loom  for  weaving 
hog's  bristles  and  cloth  for  stocks,  a  machine  for  pressing  bricks  and  hay, 
machines  for  making  railroad  spikes  and  sawing  down  trees.  It  is  said  lie 
was  the  first  to  make  pins  with  solid  heads."  He  invented  the  machine  to 
stick  pins  on  paper,  produced  the  first  nail  machine  to  make  a  complete  nail 
and  a  loom  to  weave  wire  cloth.  Away  back  in  the  forties  or  early  fifties, 
he  constructed  electric  motors  and  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  electricity 
as  a  motive  power.  In  addition  to  the  machines  already  noticed,  he  invented 
a  number  of  important  and  now  indispensible  ones,  that  are  used  all  over  the 
world.  No  man  of  the  present  century  has  originated  more  useful  machinery. 
His  inventions,  it  is  said,  numbered  over  100,  many  of  which  were  claimed 
and  utilized  by  others.  His  fame,  however,  is  the  greatest  in  connection 
with  the  celebrated  **  Harveyized  steel,"  which  is  adopted  and  used  by  the 
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governments  of  England,  Russia,  France,  Germany,  United  States,  etc.,  in 
making  the  armor  plate  sheathing  for  their  magnificent  war  ships.  He  died 
June  5,  1854,  and  is  described  as  a  man  of  massive  size,  erect,  military  bear- 
ing, with  a  great  and  finely  developed  head. 

REV.  WILLIAM  LYMAN  HYDE. 

Rev.  William  L.  Hyde^  son  of  Captain  Henry  and  Maria  (Hyde)  Hyde, 
was  born  at  Bath,  Maine,  December  27,  1S19.  He  was  educated  at  Bowdoin 
College  where  he  was  graduated  in  1842.  He  then  studied  theology,  and 
was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church  May  4,  1849,  was 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Gardiner,  Maine,  from  1849  1856,  when  he  accepted 
a  call  from  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Dunkirk.  He  was  pastor  there  until 
1862  when  he  was  commissioned  chaplain  of  the  112th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Vols., 
aiid  rendered  valuable  service  in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
No  one  of  the  vast  number  of  faithful  chaplains  in  the  army  were  better 
adapted  to  their  onerous  duties  and  none  were  more  faithful  in  their  transac- 
tion. He  carried  an  atmosphere  of  cheer  with  hiui  into  the  tents,  the  barracks, 
the  hospitals, and  on  tlie  battle  field  showed  a  courage  equal  to  any.  The  soldiers 
had  confidence  in  him,  and  in  the  Christianity  of  which  he  was  an  exemplar. 
His  next  pastorate  was  at  Ripley  where  he  remained  until  1871,  then  for 
three  years  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Sherman  Presbyterian  church.  From 
1874  to  1884  he  was  principal  of  the  Ovid  (N.  Y.)  high  school.  In  1884  he 
came  to  Jamestown  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  universally 
popular,  preaches  most  acceptable  sermons  frequently,  and  his  services  are 
in  demand  at  weddings  and  funerals.  He  is  a  graphic  writer  and  a  pains- 
taking searcher  for  truth.  His  histor\'  of  the  ii2tli  regiment,  one  of  the  first 
histories  written  in  the  state  devoted  to  the  liistory  of  a  regiment,  is  a  volume 
of  great  worth.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Chautauqua 
Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science,  and  has  prepared  several  monographs 
and  papers  for  that  body,  and  has  given  much  aid  in  the  ])reparation  of  this 
work.  He  is  a  great  favorite  with  the  old  soldiers,  is  chaplain  of  James  M. 
Brown  Post  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  honorary  chaplain  of  the  Fenton  Guards.  He 
has  ever  been  interested  in  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  and  recently  donated 
a  valuable  minister's  library  to  the  Chautauqua  College.  He  married  May 
4,  1852,  PVances  E.  Rice,  a  granddaughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Rice,  a  learned 
jurist  of  Maine.  vShe  died  May  17,  1892.  Their  surviving  children  are 
Henry  W.,  a  physician  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  Frederick  W.,  a  member  of  the 
Journal  Printing  Co.,  and  for  several  years  the  popular  captain  of  the  Fen- 
ton Guards. 
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HON.  OSCAR  V.  rKic'j-:. 

The  first  mayor  of  Jainestowii  will  ever  he  a  C()ns])icuoiis  figure  in  the 
history  of  the  city.  Eight  years  of  continuous  service  indicate  executive 
ability  of  a  high  order  in  the  incumbent,  and  it  is  well  to  record  for  coming 
liiue  somewhat  concerning  the  one  who  had  so  much  to  do  in  shaping  the 
policy  and  future  prosperity  of  the  city.  Hon.  Oscar  F.  Price  is  a  native  of 
Jamestown,  born  September  11,  1840,  son  of  Colonel  Addison  A.  and  Char- 
lotte (Green)  Price.  His  grandfather,  Charley  Price,  born  in  New  Jersey  in 
1786,  married  ^^ary  Neff,  whose  father,  Abraham  Neff,  was  born  in  Holland, 
and  in  Mr.  Price  is  blended  the  widely  different  elements  of  English  pro- 
gressive energy  with  Dutch  honesty,  economy  ^nd  conservatism,  giving  him 
the  mental  organization  necessary  for  wise  executive  functions.  Passing  his 
life  in  Jamestown,  acquiring  his  education  at  its  schools  and  academies,  he 
studied  law  with  able  lawyers  and  became  a  real  estate  dealer,  and  a  builder 
of  homes  for  j)urchasers  of  lots  posscissing  limited  means.  During  the  last 
25  years  he  has  erected  200  houses,  which  he  has  sold  on  such  easy  terms 
that  the  ])urchasers  became  full  owners  with  little  more  expenditure  than  the 
]>ayment  ot  rent.  In  this  manner  Mr.  Price  has  done  more  than  any  other 
])erson  to  give  Jamestown  the  distinction  of  being  the  city  of  homes/'  and 
it  is  said  that  he  has  never  foreclosed  a  mortgage  except  to  perfect  title. 
Reference  to  the  records  of  the  county  clerk's  office  will  show  that  he  has 
given  between  400  and  500  deeds,  and  virtually  all  of  these  were  to  persons 
wlio  became  residents  on  the  property.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
\'illage  Board,  serving  in  1882-3  as  its  president,  P^or  two  successive 
terms  he  was  chosen  as  a  Republican  member  of  assembly  in  the  state 
legislature.  About  this  time  some  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  James- 
town were  impressed  with  the  thought  that  the  rapidly  growing  village 
needed  a  city  charter,  but  strong  opposition  developed.  After  his  service 
as  assemblyman,  Mr.  Price,  with  other  citizens,  gave  personal  attention  to 
educate  the  people  in  favor  of  a  city  government,  and  was  largely  instru- 
UK-ntal  in  securing  the  present  liberal  charter.  At  the  first  city  election  he 
was  clu>sen  mayor,  and  so  well  did  he  discliarge  the  trust  conferred  on  him, 
that  at  three  successive  elections  he  was  reelected.  His  retirement  then  was 
entirely  voluntary,  for  so  completely  had  he  won  the  regard  of  the  people 
that  had  he  chosen  to  run  again  his  election  would  have  been  practically  an 
mianimous  one. 

A  resident  of  Jamestown  for  years  says  : 

I  lis  service  on  the  Ijoard  of  trustees  of  the  village  and  as  its  president,  together  with  the 
legislative  exi)erience  accjuired  in  Albany,  gave  him  knowledge  especially  necessar}-  to  success 
in  the  onerou.s  duties  of  his  office,  and  he  was  well  fitted  for  the  administration  of  affairs  in 
Jamestown  in  its  changed  condition  as  a  city,  which  meant  work  and  many  things  besides.  The 
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foundation  stone  of  Mr.  Price's  character  is  a  profound  and  accurate  judgment,  and  this  asserts 
itself  in  all  his  manifold  relations  with  men  and  affairs,  and  in  every  effort  he  puts  forth.  Prac- 
tical common  sense,  tact,  honesty,  an  exquisite  sense  of  the  proprieties  of  business,  a  sinj^^^ular 
a])titude  for  recoj^nizing  economical  methods,  a  wise  and  prudent  conservatism,  and  an  intuitive 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  means  with  reference  to  their  ends,  are  manifestations  of  his  jud)^- 
ment,  and  if  we  add  good  executive  ability,  untiring  industry,  a  dignity  in  accordaiice  with 
the  gravity  of  the  tjuestions  under  consideration,  we  see  how  he  honored  the  position  of  chief 
executive  of  a  ra])idly  growing  and  progressive  city,  while  his  unassuming  and  courteous  man- 
ners and  great  kindliness  of  heart  have  bound  him  to  tl:e  workingmen  as  with  hooks  of  steel. 

Tlie  Siniday  Sitn  said  in  an  editorial  just  after  Mayor  Price's  successor 
had  been  inan<^tirated  : 

I'or  eight  yt  ars  Mr.  I'rice  has  occupied  the  mayor's  chair,  and  duriiifj  all  that  time  not  the  sha<U)w  of  a 
"joh"  has  tarnislied  tiie  record  of  his  administration,  l^r^^fi  contracts  have  been  let.  valuahle  franchises  have 
been  granted,  biit  in  every  case  the  interests  of  the  people  have  been  carefully  guarded  and  no  whisper  of 
scandal  has  been  breathed  against  the  city  government.  Mr.  Price  has  striven  to  avoid  even  the  api)earance 
of  evil.  He  lias  a  great  deal  of  money  invested  in  Jainestown  real  estate  and  much  of  it  is  residence  property, 
but  when  street  improvements  were  to  lie  made  he  has  asked  that  the  work  be  expendetl  on  streets  where  he 
had  no  la  tided  interests,  lest  the  impression  shoiild  be  created  that  he  was  imi)roving  his  property  at  the 
expense  of  tlie  city.  At  the  end  of  his  long  term  of  service  he  returns  to  private  life  with  a  far  stronger  hold 
ui>on  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  citizens  of  Jamestown  than  when  he  first  tixjk  up  the  g.ivel.  (>fe.\- 
Mayor  Trice  as  a  private  citizen  it  is  needless  to  sp  ak  at  length.  He  is  a  Janu-stown  man  born  and  bred,  and 
his  recor<l  is'that  (jI  a  warm-hearted,  whole-stjuled  gentleman,  who  has  assisted  many  of  his  felU)W  men  to  gain 
homes  for  themselves;  who  has  helped  many  a  young  man  to  start  in  business;  who  has  always  had  full  faith 
in  the  future  of  Jamestown  :  who  has  given  much  of  his  time  and  talent  to  make  that  future  a  bright  and  pros- 
perous t)ne. 

At  tlie  same  time,  in  a  just  and  discriniinatint^^  editorial,  the  /)rr/7y  .'1//  said  : 

upon  Oscar  1*.  Price  was  first  conferred  the  honor  of  guiding  the  municipal  ship  through  the  untried  an^l 
troubled  waters  of  a  new  form  of  government.  There  were  many  difTiculties  in  the  way.  He  was  hampen  d 
on  one  side  by  the  intense  conservatism  of  these  who  had  not  outlived  the  narrow  ideas  of  early  villa;. e 
environment,  and  on  the  other  by  the  rash  radicalism  of  those  whose  ambition  for  improvement  knew  i o 
Ixjunds.  It  was  no  small  task  to  arbitrate  between  those  two  classes.  How  well  this  task  was  accomplished  all 
who  are  famili.ir  with  our  history  know,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  whatever  prosjierity  we  have 
enjoyed,  w  liatever  progress  we  have  made,  has  been  due  largely  to  the  wise  counsels  and  careful  guidance  of 
the  retiring  mayor.  ImjKjrtant  (juestions  have  come  up  for  settlement,  antl  on  every  occasion  Mayor  Price  has 
been  foimd  on  the  side  of  the  people.  At  one  time  we  were  confronted  with  the  question  of  a  pure  water  supply. 
The  mayor  tcK)k  a  <!ecided  stand,  and  eventually  we  secured  the  purest  water  of  any  city.  On  another  occasion 
a  great  railroad  corporation  .sought  to  extentl  its  lines  across  one  of  our  streets,  and  ha<l  this  been  accomj>lishe<l 
it  would  doubtless  have  shut  out  competiliuii  for  the  freight  bu^^iness  of  the  city.  Again  prompt  and  decided 
action  prevented  this,  and  gave  to  our  shippers  another  outlet  to  the  outside  worhl.  Later,  a  street  railway 
attempted  to  secure  a  valuable  franchise,  but  tlie  mayor  ami  city  <.)(Ticials  were  on  guard,  and  as  a  result  we  are 
one  of  the  few  cities  in  the  state  which  receives  a  money  rental  for  the  use  of  the  streets  by  a  railway  coriM)ra- 
tion.  .Ml  this  time  the  city  hat!  l>een  growing,  and  with  its  growth  came  the  demand  ft)r  public  improvements. 
We  tit'eded  lights,  we  needed  sewers,  we  neeiled  jiavements,  ami  to  construct  these  was  no  small  task.  .\(ler 
much  lime  hail  been  spent  in  investigation,  we  built  an  electric  light  plant,  and  are  now  securing  lights  at  the 
rate  of  54  per  year,  which  are  costing  many  other  cities  double  that  sum.  Tlie  .sewer  (juestion  was  one  whicli 
involved  the  ex^)enditure  of  large  sums  of  money,  and  how  to  adjust  this  burden  most  equitably  uixm  all  the 
people  of  this  community,  was  a  tjuestion  which  required  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration.  To  this  the 
mayor  devoted  his  attention,  and  at  last  a  plan  was  formulated  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the  people. 
The  paving  problem  was  another  imi)ortant  question  which  his  administration  had  to  .s<jlve.  Time  and  money 
were  freely  spent  by  the  mayor  in  his  efTorts  to  best  serve  the  j>eopIe.  Three  special  elections  were  held 
to  determine  the  proper  methods  of  beginning  this  work.  It  was  settled  at  last.  Through  eight  years  of 
experiment  and  experience  as  a  city  government,  we  have  passed  untainted  by  any  charge  of  municipal  cor- 
ruption or  municipal  jobbery.  No  man  has  ever  que.stioned  the  mayor  s  motives,  and  no  man  has  ever  had 
reason  to  s<-iy  that  a  dollar  of  the  people's  money  has  been  expended  dishonestly,  although  at  times  it  mny 
have  been  expended  uselessly.  In  this  respect  Mayor  Price  has  made  a  record  of  which  any  man  or  any  cil> 
may  well  t>e  pr»)nd,  and  he  retires  with  the  consciousness  that  he  has  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  citizens. 
He  has  coiuliicted  the  city  through  the  most  imjMjrtaiit  period  of  its  existence.  He  lias  laitl  out  the  work  lor 
the  suoceeiling  generations  to  fini>h.  He  has  given  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the  task,  l-aithtully  and  fairly 
he  has  presivletl  over  the  city  government.  Honestly  and  earnestly  he  has  lal)ored  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
people,  aiitl,  as  he  clu^es  a  clean  and  honest  :i<hninistration,  we  feel  sure  we  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  com- 
munity when  we  s.iy.  "  Well  done,  thou  gfiod  and  faithful  servant." 
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BUSTI. 

Bv  Orkn  Stoddaki). 

CHAPTER  LXIX. 

BUSTI  takes  its  name  from  Paul  Busti,  general  agent  of  the  Holland 
Land  Company,  and  was  formed  from  Ellicott  and  Harmony,  April  16, 
1823.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Chautauqua  lake  and  Ellicott, 
cast  by  Kiantone,  south  by  Pennsylvania,  west  by  Harmony,  and  contains 
30,168  acres,  valued  at  $24  per  acre.  The  soil  of  Busti  is  well  adapted  for 
dairying.  Grass  is  its  best  crop.  Wheat,  corn,  oats,  barley  and  potatoes  are 
staple  crops.  Apples,  pears,  plums  and  cherries  are  its  principal  fruits,  and 
it  is  timbered  with  pine,  beech,  maple,  oak,  chestnut,  ash,  hemlock,  cucum- 
ber, whitewood,  basswood  and  elm. 

First  Settlers  in  Busti. — It  is  uncertain  who  was  the  first  settler  in 
Busti,  or  tlie  date  of  his  settlement,  but  the  first  purchases  I  find  on  record 
are  those  of  Russell  Dyer,  lot  47,  James  Slade,  lot  38  and  Hezekiah  Seymour, 
lot  38,  T,  I,  R.  II,  in  September,  1808.  The  original  purchasers  in  this 
town  were:  June,  1809,  J^abon  Case,  lot  36,  T.  i,  R.  11  ;  April,  1810,  Sam- 
uel Griffith,  lot  4,  R.  12  ;  May,  18 10,  Theodore  Benius,  lot  12,  R.  12  ;  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  Jonas  Lamphear,  lot  48,  R.  12  ;  1810,  Aaron  Martin,  lot  44,  R.  11  ; 
April,  1811,  Lawrence  Frank,  lots  62-63,  T.  i,  R.  11  ;  May,  1811,  Palmer 
Phillips,  lot  II,  R.  12,  T.  2,  Mr.  Phillips  built  a  small  factory  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  hand  rakes  and  grain  cradles  in  an  early  day,  on  a  creek  that  run 
through  his  land,  called  Phillip's  creek.  Heman  Bush,  Jr.,  early  built  a  fac- 
tory for  making  round  picket  fence  and  turning  wooden  bowls  on  the  same 
creek.  October,  1811,  Nathaniel  Fenner  settled  on  lot  15,  R.  12.  Rev. 
John  Broadhead,  a  Methodist  minister,  who  preached  on  circuits  including 
Jamestown,  Kennedy  and  Randolph,  early  settled  on  lot  18.  Nathan  Breed 
of  Jamestown  married  his  daughter.  Uriah  Bentley  settled  in  1810  on  lot 
16.  In  1837  he  built  the  first  brick  dwelling  house  in  this  town,  and  it  is 
yet  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation  which  testifies  to  the  rare  quality  of  mate- 
rial used,  and  skillful  workmanship  of  the  builder.  The  brick  used  were 
made  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  George  Osborn.  On  the  death  of  Uriah 
Bentley,  his  fourth  son,  Gustavus  Bentley,  born  Aug.  12,  181 7,  followed  farm- 
ing on  the  homestead  until  his  death.  He  was  a  splendid  farmer  and  one  of 
Busti's  best  men.    His  son,  Fred  A.  Bentley,  succeeded  his  father  on  the 
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farm.  In  1886  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
National  Bank  of  Jamestown,  and  since  that  time  has  given  his  attention  princi- 
pally to  the  business  of  the  bank,  he  still  residing  on  the  farm.  Daniel 
Shearman  and  George  Stoneman  settled  early  on  the  same  lot.  Mr.  Stone- 
man  early  built  a  sawmill  on  the  shore  of  Chautauqua  lake  and  it  was  run 
xmtil  it  wore  out,  and  was  known  as  the  dry  sawmill.  In  181 1  Josiah  Palmeter 
settled  on  lot  14,  and  at  an  early  day  built  a  sawmill  there.  This  mill  was 
run  until  nearly  worn  out  when  it  was  carried  away  by  a  flood. 

In  iSii  Hcman  Bush  settled  on  lot  60,  T.  i,  R.  11.  At  an  early  date  he 
built  the  first  hotel  in  Busti  on  his  lot  at  Frank  settlement  about  of  a 
mile  north  of  the  village.  He  built  Busti's  first  store  and  ashery  on  this  lot. 
Mr.  Busli  also  built  the  first  sawmill  in  Busti.  It  was  located  l{  of  a  mile 
south  of  the  village,  on  the  bank  of  Stillwater  creek,  also  a  gristmill  near  by  on 
the  same  creek.  Mr.  Bush's  property,  lot  60,  has  always  remained  with  some 
of  his  family.  In  1831  John  Campbell  married  Mr.  Bush's  third  daughter 
and  is  now  living  in  what  was  once  Bush's  hotel.  He  is  over  90  years  old 
and  is  one  of  the  town's  monuments  of  honesty.  O.  J.  Stoddard  married  Mr. 
Campbell's  oldest  daughter  and  is  living  at  the  old  homestead  caring  for  Mr. 
Campbell  in  his  old  age.  Another  gristmill  was  built  by  Francis  Soule  and 
still  later  was  rebuilt,  and  is  now  owned  by  Mark  Jones  &  Sons,  and  is  doing 
a  lively  business.  About  1830  Samuel  Chappell  and  James  Sartwell  started 
a  clock  factory  where  a  little  later  Heman  Bush  erected  his  gristmill. 

Frank  settlement  is  located  one  mile  north  of  Busti  corners  on  Palmeter 
creek.  It  takes  its  name  from  John  Frank,  Jr.,  who,  April  12,  1812,  settled 
on  lot  61,  T.  I,  R.  II.  Mr.  PVank  at  once  built  a  log  house,  and  tannery 
after  the  fashion  of  those  days.  He  then  went  back  to  Herkimer  his  native 
place  and  married  Betsy  Devendorf  taking  their  wedding  trip  in  a  wagon 
back  to  Busti.  They  came  through  Buffalo  at  the  time  of  its  burning  by  the 
British.  As  the  place  became  more  settled  Mr.  Frank  built  a  dam  across 
Palmeter  creek,  dug  a  race  and  built  another  tannery  using  water  power  ta 
grind  bark  and  do  other  work.  He  also  built  a  two-story  building  for  a  shoe 
and  finishing  leather  shop.  At  one  time  there  were  eight  Frank  families 
living  at  this  place.  Mr.  Frank  had  three  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
oldest  son  was  killed  in  his  youth  by  the  falling  of  a  well  pole.  His  other 
sons,  Abram  and  Perry,  lived  near  their  father  and  helped  to  carry  on  his 
business.  In  1844  John  Frank  built  for  himself  a  nice  dwelling  house. 
Some  years  later  he  built  another  and  larger  tannery,  which  was  burned  in 
i860.  Abram  I'rank  built  a  last  factory  in  1852  and  used  the  water  from 
the  race.  It  was  burned  a  few  years  later.  John  Frank  employed  a  good 
many  men  and  was  one  of  Busti's  most  prominent  business  men.  He  was 
one  who  loved  to  help  young  men,  and  at  an  early  day  he  set  up  Alonza 
Kent  in  the  dry  goods  business  in  Jamestown. 
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The  first  blacksmitli  was  Patrick  Campl^cll  at  Frank's  tannery  ;  Chipnian 
and  Fargo  snbscqucntly  opened  a  sliop  near  him,  wliicli  was  afterwards 
removed  some  rods  sonth,  wliere  they  put  in  a  trip  liammer  where  they  manu- 
factnred  edge-tools.  Afterwards  it  was  used  by  Samuel  Darling  for  a  black- 
smith shop.  In  May,  1811,  Jedediah  Chapin  on  lot  4;  October,  1811, 
Nathaniel  Fenner  on  lot  15;  February,  1812,  Joseph  Phillips  on  lot  11  ; 
March,  1812,  Antliony  Fenner  on  lot  6  ;  March,  1812,  Thomas  Fenner  on 
lot  15;  April,  1812,  Theron  Plumb  on  lot  7;  August,  1812,  Barnabas 
Wellman,  Jr.,  on  lot  38  ;  August,  1812,  Reuben  Landononlot  7  ;  IMay,  1814, 
Arba  Blodgett  on  lot  25;  IMay,  1814,  Elisha  Devereaux  on  lot  i.  Mr. 
Devereaux  built  a  sawmill  on  the  banks  of  the  Stillwater  on  lot  i,  R.  12, 
which  was  used  until  it  was  worn  out. 

July,  1 81 4,  Asa  Smith  on  lot  2  ;  October,  181 4,  William  Bullock  on  lot 
17  ;  Nehemiah  Mead  was  a  settler  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  on  lot  21  ; 
William  Robbins  on  lot  29;  David  Palmeter  on  lot  14  in  1814;  April,  1815, 
Peter  Frank  on  lots  5  and  6  ;  June,  181 5,  Josiah  Thompson  on  lot  28  ;  June, 
1S15,  Cyrenus  Blodgett  on  lot  33;  June,  1815,  P^ord  Wellman  on  lot  47; 
April,  1816,  Ilarras  Terry  on  lot -63  ;  .Daniel  lla/.eltine  settled  early  on  lot 
3;  Clark  Smith  in  1816  on  lot  2;  September,  1817,  Nicholas  Sherman  on 
lot  16.  After  Mr.  Sherman's  death  his  farm  went  to  his  son  Daniel  Sherman 
who  was  another  of  Busti's  best  farmers.  He  took  great  interest  in  agriculture. 
He  was  several  times  elected  vice-president  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Agricultural  Society  and  in  1883  was  elected  president  of  that  societ\'.  Sept- 
ember, 1817,  Lyman  Crane  on  lot  8;  October,  1818,  Samuel  Hart  on 
lot  8 ;  Stephen  A.  Douglass  was  an  early  settler  on  lot  15  in  the  north 
part  of  township  i  ;  James  Cale  in  181 8  on  lot  7  ;  vSeptem])er,  1822, 
Ransom  Curtis  on  lot  39;  November,  1822,  Jared  Farman  on  lot  34; 
November,  1822,  Peleg  Trask  on  lot  17;  June,  1823,  Joseph  Taylor  on 
lot  39;  October,  1823,  Ethan  Allen  on  lot  45;  October,  1823,  Silas  C. 
Carpenter  on  lot  54 ;  October,  1823,  Isaac  Poster  on  lot  29;  Arthur  P. 
Nichols  settled  in  the  southwest  part  of  township  i,  on  lot  44  ;  Plirani  L. 
Barton  about  1823  on  lot  34;  P'ebruary,  1824,  John  Badgley  on  lot  43. 

Pjusti  held  its  first  town  meeting  March  2,  1824.  Daniel  Sherman  was 
the  first  supervisor.  He  was  elected  to  that  office  in  1824-25-26-27-28-33  ; 
Emery  Davis  in  1829-30-31-32-34-35-40-47-61-62  ;  Pardon  Hazeltine,  1836-39; 
Henry  C.  Sherman,  1841-42-44-45;  Dr,  Stephen  J.  Ikown,  1846;  Lorenzo 
IMathews,  1843-48-50-53  ;  Theron  Palmeter,  1851-52-54  ;  John  B.  Babcock, 
1855  ;  Emery  Davis,  Jr.,  1856-57-58;  John  A.  Hall,  1859-60-71  ;  Wm.  B.  Martin, 
1866-67;  Harmon  G.  Mitchell,  1869-70;  Alonzo  C.  Pickard,  1873-74-75; 
Jerome  Babcock,  1876-77-78-88-89  ;  Barber  Babcock,  1879-80 ;  Jacob  B. 
Foster,  1881-82 ;  Fred  A.  Bentley,  1883-84-85  ;  Warren  Frank,  1886-87 ; 
Wni.  Northrup,  1890-91-92-93-94. 
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July,  1824,  Elijah  B.  Burt  on  lot  37  ;  October,  1824,  Barnabas  Wellman 
on  lot  31  ;  John  Kent,  November,  1824,  3^  '1  December,  1824,  Samuel 

Darling  on  lot  35  ;  January,  1825,  John  Buck,  Jr.,  on  lot  20;  February,  1825, 
Xavier  Abbott  on  lot  10;  March,  1825,  Jairus  Buck  on  lot  10;  June,  1825, 
David  Hatch  on  lot  17  ;  August,  1S25,  William  Nichols  on  lot  38;  August, 
1825,  George  Martin  on  lot  13  ;  November,  1826,  Benjamin  A.  Slay  ton  on 
lot  43  ;  September,  1827,  Alexander  Young  on  lot  24.  At  his  death  the 
farm  went  to  his  son,  Ira  Young.  Mr.  Young  was  a  thorouglily  practical 
farmer.  His  entire  farm  was  like  a  garden,  and  everything  upon  it,  from 
the  horse  to  a  chicken,  was  the  best  of  its  kind.  He  often  brought  home  first 
prizes  from  the  state  fair  and  placed  them  to  his  town's  credit.  W.  Seabury 
on  lot  33  ;  Jeremiah  Wooden  on  the  north  part  of  lot  41.  In  the  north  part 
of  township  i,  range  12,  Jonathan  Palmer  was  an  early  settler  on  land 
previously  owned  by  Reuben  Landon.  Obed  Chase  on  lot  24  ;  Joseph  Sher- 
man on  lot  32,  on  land  previously  owned  by  John  Deming ;  Benjamin  Cook 
in  1831,  on  lot  40;  John  Stow  early  on  lot  17  ;  ^Iv.  Wemple  on  lot  47; 
Hiram  E.-  Knapp  on  the  Palmer  Phillips  purchase,  on  lot  11  ;  John  Gill  on 
lot  3  ;  Eevi  Jones  on  lot  12  ;  Zenas  K.  Fox  on  lot  11  ;  Amariah  Carrier  on 
lot  15  ;  Aaron  Bush  was  early  on  lot  53  near  the  center  ;  Lorenzo  Mathews 
on  lot  5,  removed  to  lot  62,  range  11.  Zadoc  Root  on  lot  47,  Pv|)hraim  Wilcox 
on  lot  63,  Solomon  Hastings  on  lot  38,  Harlow  Mitchell  on  lot  55,  David 
Boyd  on  the  Martin  Boyd  place  were  all  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town. 
In  township  2,  range  12,  (lidcon  GiObrd  was  early  on  lots  i  and  2,  Jeremiah 
(jiHord  and  Abram  Slicannan  on  lot  23,  A.  Phelps  on  lot  41,  Thom[)son  Cowan 
on  lot  8,  vSamnel  vSmilcy  on  lot  16,  William  Douglas  on  lot  15,  William 
Stearns  on  lot  53,  Timothy  Tuttle  on  lot  50  and  William  Northrup  and  liis 
two  sons  on  lot  54.  ^Iv.  Hall  and  Akins  each  built  sawmills  at  an  early 
date  on  lot  36,  on  the  Stillwater,  which  have  long  since  disappeared.  Mr. 
Van  Velzer  opened  the  second  store  in  town  at  Busti  Corners  about  1830. 
About  184S  S  pencer  Abbott,  Charles  Willson  and  Samuel  Clark  built  a 
steam  sawmill  at  Busti  Corners. 

Rev.  Ira  p.  Stoddard  settled  on  lot  61  in  1825,  and  was  pastor  of  the 
Busti  Baptist  church  for  a  number  of  years.  This  church  was  organized  by 
Reverends  Ebenezer  Smith,  Paul  Davis  and  Jonathan  Wilson,  August  30, 
1819.  Their  first  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1836  by  Aaron  Bush;  the 
present  one  in  1853  by  Oren  Stoddard.  Rev.  Alvin  Burgess  the  first  pastor, 
organized  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Busti  in  1818.  Their  church 
edifice  was  built  the  same  year.  The  Swede  Mission  church  was  erected  in 
187S.    The  society  wasorganized  l)y  Rev.  A.  G.  Nelson. 

Oren  vStoddard  was  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.  He  came  to  this  county  in 
1S38  and  to  lUisti  in  1840,  and  settled  on  lot  61  in  Frank  settlement,  which 
has  been  his  place  of  residence  since.    In  1858  he  built  a  steam  factory  for 
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manufacturing  half  bushels  which  was  soon  after  converted  into  a  basket 
and  box  factory.  In  1867  '^"i^^  a  steam  sawmill  which  is  still  in  opera- 
tion. This  and  one  at  Lakewood  are  the  only  sawmills  now  in  Busti.  In 
1876  Stoddard  &  Johnson  built  a  basket  factory.  In  187S  Oren  Stoddard 
built  on  his  lot  61,  a  brick  house  which  was  the  second  brick  house  in  Busti. 
Mr.  Stoddard  was  commissioner  of  highways  for  several  years,  serving  four 
years  alone.  In  1882  he  was  chosen  president  of  Chautauqua  County  Agri- 
cultural Society. 


George  Stoneman,  from  Chenango  county,  born  in  1797,  came  hereabout 
1 8 10,  married  Katherine  Cheney,  and  lived  in  Ellery,  Jamestown  and  Busti. 
His  home  in  Busti  was  on  lot  16,  is  now  within  the  corporation  of  Lakewood, 
and  is  the  property  of  his  daughters.  He  was  many  years  a  justice  and  a 
prominent  lumberman.  He  died  in  1877.  His  clnldren  were  (rCor(^t\  born 
August  8,  1822,  died  September  5,  1894.  He  graduated  at  West  Point  in 
1846,  and  was  in  the  U.  S.  Army  until  1871.  His  record  was  one  of  patri- 
otic daring,  and  '\Stoneman\s  raids"  arc  prominent  in  tlie  annals  of  the 
civil  war.  He  was  bre vetted  colonel,  brigadier  and  major  general  for  his 
gallantry.  In  1883  he  was  elected  governor  of  California  by  the  Democrats, 
and  was  four  years  in  office.  His  children  were  Cornelius,  George,  Kathar- 
ine, Adele.  Richard^  died  in  California.  Byron  (dec),  born  in  Ellery  in 
1828,  married  Mary  Martin  and  settled  in  Busti.  His  children  were  Julia 
(Mrs.  William  H.  Long),  Ruth  (Mrs.  Alton  Sherman),  Clara,  who  married 
Gilbert  Harris,  now  professor  of  geology  in  Cornell  University,  Bertha  and 
Marian.  JoJui  T,  has  been  twice  state  senator  in  Iowa,  and  is  now  judge  of 
the  superior  court  of  that  state.  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Benjamin  H,  Williams), 
resides  in  Buffalo.  Rebecca  (dec).  Mary  J.  Kate^  now  of  Albany,  was  the 
first  woman  admitted  to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of  this  state. 

Aaron  ]\Lartin  settled  in  Busti  in  181 1  on  lot  44  on  the  vStillwater  where 
his  grandson  now  lives.  He  was  born  on  Quaker  Hill,  Dutchess  county, 
August  14,  1763,  and  was  a  son  of  Manassah  and  vSarah  ]\Lartin  who  settled 
there  in  1747.  Aaron  was  in  some  of  the  later  campaigns  of  the  Revolution 
in  Vermont.  He  was  a  tainicr,  and  established  a  tannery  in  Busti  l)Ut  soon 
abandoned  it.  He  married  Mary  Eggleston.  Their  children  were  :  Sally, 
William  (see  Kiantone),  Isaac  (he  was  a  sergeant  in  the  war  of  181 2),  George, 
James,  Anna,  Maria,  Jane.  Aaron  ]\Iartin  died  February  18,  1842,  his  wife, 
April  13,  1837.  George  Martin,  son  of  Aaron,  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  many 
years.  He  married  first  Miss  Hatch,  second  Lucy  Spaulding,  and  died  in 
January,  1 87 1.  His  children  were  :  Philo,  Mary,  Louisa,  Julia,  Jane.  Lorenzo 
Martin,  son  of  Captain  William  iMartin  of  Kiantone,  lives  on  the  Aaron  i^Iar- 
tin  place.    His  children  were  Melissa  who  married  Warren  Frank  of  Busti 
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and  died  some  years  since  ;  Hannah  married  Mr.  Knapp  of  Busti ;  Ophelia, 
died  unmarried ;  Alice,  married  William  Spencer  of  Kiantone.  Dewey 
the  youngest  is  a  Baptist  minister  located  in  Castile. 

Levi  Pier,  born  in  Great  Barrington,  Mass.,  June  3,  1754,  was  grandson  of 
Sergt.  Thomas  and  Margaret  Pier,  who  settled  in  Great  Barrington  about  1732. 
Levi  married  Ann  Dewey,  lived  in  Great  Barrington  until  about  1790,  when, 
with  his  father,  Thomas  Jr.,  and  his  brothers,  John,  David,  Solomon,  Abner 
and  Silas,  and  their  families,  he  moved  to  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  (The  place 
has  since  been  called  Pierstown).  Levi  soon  came  to  Chenango  county, 
and  thence,  in  June,  1814,  to  Busti,  with  several  of  his  younger  children,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Elias  Jenner,  a  daughter  of  Abrani 
Pier.  Plis  children  were  :  Elijah,  Lois,  Nancy,  Amasa,  Sally,  Silas,  Abram, 
settled  in  Busti,  Reuben,  Oliver,  settled  in  Harmony,  Roxy,  born  August, 
1797,  in  Otsego  county,  came  to  Busti  with  her  father,  and  in  1815  married 
Capt.  \Vm.  Martin,  of  Kiantone,  David.  Levi's  wife  died  about  181 6,  and 
he  married  again.  He  died  in  Islarch,  1826.  He  was  a  militia  man  in  Capt. 
Goodrich's  c'ompany  of  Great  Barrington  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington. 

Steplien  Wilcox,  Sen.,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island, 
August  8,  1762.  He  moved  from  Herkimer  county  to  Busti  in  181 6  and 
resided  witli  his  son  Ivphraim  until  his  deatli  in  1846.  He  married  Sabra 
Palmer  who  died  in  1849  aged  85.  Their  chiklren  were  vStephen,  Ivunice, 
Ephraini,  Abel,  Alfred,  Lura  and  Roxana.  Stephen  Wilcox,  Jr.,  came  to 
Busti  in  1813,  settled  ou  lot  55,  and  later  built  a  frame  house  in  which  he 
kept  an  inn.  He  set  out  one  of  the  earliest  apple  orchards  and  built  a  cider 
mill.  He  was  a  justice  of  tlu^  peace..  He  married  Lucy  Steward.  Their 
children  were  John,  George,  Harry,  Abel,  Pvlial  F.,  Cornelia  and  Alsa.  Ste- 
phen Wilcox  removed  to  Blockville  where  he  died,  luniice  married  John 
Steward  and  removed  to  Harmony.  Ephraim  Wilcox  born  in  1792,  settled 
on  lot  63  in  1816,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  Jan.  26,  1877.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2.  He  married  Lucy  Ingraham.  Six  of  their 
eleven  children  are  living,  Betsey,  Lura,  Leander  at  Busti  Corners,  Amos  P. 
on  the  old  homestead,  PVank  in  Missouri  and  Abram  in  Ohio.  Ephraim 
Wilcox  married  second  Diadama  IMead.  Abel  Wilcox  married  Patience 
Aiken.  Oi'  their  children,  the  only  survivor  is  Rodney  H.  of  Bradford,  Pa. 
Alfred  Wilcox  married  Hannah  Aiken  and  lived  in  Jamestown.  His  only 
surviving  child  is  Malvina  Allbrd.  Lura  Wilcox  married  Ivdward  Aiken. 
Roxana  married  Adin  Russell.  Alfred  is  the  only  one  of  their  ten  children 
residing  in  this  county. 

Abram  Slieaiman,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts;  he 
came  to  Busti  in  1820  and  settled  on  lot  23,  now  owned  by  his  son  Abram, 
Jr.    Mr.  Shearman  was  a  prominent  man  and  well-known  as  he  was  deputy 
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sheriff  of  tlie  county  for  several  years.  He  died  Fel^ruary  6,  1852,  a<;ed  75. 
His  wile's  maiden  name  wasTallman  ;  she  was  from  Massaclnisetts.  Of  their 
9  children  only  three  survive  :  Humphrey  H.,  in  Kllicott ;  Adalinc  in  Har- 
mony and  Abram  in  Busti.  Abram  Jr.,  was  born  in  Cayuga  comity,  Septem- 
ber 5,  1817,  and  married  a  Miss  Tallman  of  Harmony  and  settled  on  the 
old  homestead  which  has  since  been  his  residence,  and  he  has  made  agricul- 
ture his  life-work. 

Joseph  Garfield,  a  son  of  Eliakim,  who  served  in  the  Revolution,  was  born 
in  Massachusetts  in  1780,  removed  to  Vermont,  married  Lydia  Stearns  in 
1803,  served  as  captain  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  in  1820  came  to  Busti,  bought 
and  located  on  lot  39,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1862.  He  was 
among  the  foremost  of  the  early  farmers,  and  his  farm  was  among  the  first  in 
appearance."  His  children  were  Hannah,  Eliakim,  Anna,  Samuel,  Lydia, 
and  Josc})h  who  was  born  in  181 7  and  married  Lucy  A.  Palmer.  Their 
children  were  Martin,  Eliakim,  Samuel  and  Joseph  who  is  superintendent  of 
the  Garfield  stock  farm. 

Walter  C.  Cxifford  was  born  in  Busti,  May  8,  1829.  He  is'a  son  of  Gideon 
GilTord  (a  civil  engineer),  who  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  April  18, 
1789,  and  whose  mother  was  Jedidah  (Cushnian)  GifTord.  She  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  Robert  Cushnian,  of  England,  who  was  prominent  in  securing 
the  charter  for  the  Plymouth  colony.  Gideon  GifTord  married  Millicent 
Cornell,  born  in  Cambridge,  Washington  county,  June  28,  1792.  In  1828 
Gideon  GifTord  and  family  moved  from  Cambridge,  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  by  W^alter  C.  Gifford,  and  where  he  has  always  resided.  He  mar- 
ried Eliza  C.  Robertson,  a  native  of  Ellicottville.  They  have  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  Clarence  E.,  who  is  an  electrical  engineer,  and  a  member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  luiginecrs.  Mrs.  GifT(:>rd  has  been  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  grange  since  its  organization,  especially  in  the  advo- 
cacy of  ecpial  sufTrage.  She  introduced  the  first  suffrage  resolution  that  was 
ever  introduced  in  the  N.  Y.  state  grange  in  1881,  and  was  author  of  tlie 
suifum'  nuMunri.'d  iid<)|)ted  by  the  stale  grange  in  iSc^j,  nnd  su])mitted  to  the 
enn>liluli()n.il  convention.  Mr.  Giflbrd  is  a  l'vej)ubi iean,  and  was  mem]>er  of 
a.sseni])ly  in  1S91  and  1893,  and  introduced  and  carried  through  that  body 
the  bill  authorizing  women  to  vote  for  school  commissioner.  He  is  a  farmer, 
and  has  been  president  of  the  Planner's  Board  of  Trad^^,  Jamestown,  two 
years  ;  secretary  of  the  Patron's  Fire  Relief  Association  from  1877  to  1891, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  State  Central  Organization  of  Cooperative  Fire 
Insurance  Companies  from  1880  to  1891,  secretary  of  Union  Grange,  James- 
town, from  1874  to  1885,  master  of  Union  Grange  in  1885  and  1886,  several 
years  grange  deputy  for  the  county,  and  organized  14  granges.  Twice  elected 
master  of  tlie  Pomona  grange  he  served  one  year.  He  has  held  these  offices 
in  the  grange  :  assistant  steward  two  years,  overseer  eight  years,  master  four 
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years.  While  master  he  visited  nearly  every  "  grange  county  "  in  the  state, 
and  under  his  administration  the  paying  membership  was  more  than  doubled. 
His  annual  addresses  to  the  state  grange,  and  his  public  speeches  to  farmers 
and  other  laboring  men  for  many  years,  bear  witness  to  his  earnest  and  per- 
sistent efforts  in  behalf  of  the  producing  classes. 

The  Mead  family  is  of  notable  Knglish  ancestry.  Its  coat  of  arms  is  the 
pelican,  symbolic  of  these  four  paternal  duties  :  generation,  ])reservation, 
education  and  good  example.  The  ancestors  of  the  American  family  emi- 
grated to  Greenwich,  Conn.,  not  many  years  after  the  Mayflower  landed  at 
Plymouth,  Mass.  In  1832  Nehemiah  Mead  located  in  Busti.  He  was  born 
in  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  died  in  Busti,  March  2,  1851.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  181 2.  His  wife  was  Amanda  Robbins,  born  in  Tolland,  Conn. 
She  died  in  Busti  September  24,  1885.  Their  children  were  William  R., 
Ira  G.,  Thompson  G.,  Jane  Ann  (Mrs.  Amos  P.  Wilcox  of  Busti),  Francis  J., 
Sally  Maria  (Mrs  Abram  P\  Wilcox  of  Columbus,  Ohio),  Mary  A.  William 
R.  Mead,  with  his  l^rother,  Francis  J.,  has  published  for  35  years  the  Lnca 
Plain  Dii}f(  f\  a  leading  Democratic  paper,  in  Cresco,  Howard  county,  Iowa. 
He  married  Chloe  P>.  Jones  in  Busti.  Their  children  are  Ellie  E.  and  Lau- 
raine.  Ira  G.  Mead's  children  are  WHiitman  P.,  a  farmer  in  Busti,  (he  and 
his  father  occupy  the  original  homestead),  and  William  J.,  who  studied  law 
with  Cook  ^  Lock  wood,  and  has  been  several  years  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Tacoma,  Washington.  Thompson  G.  Mead's  sons  are  Henry  D.  and  Ralph 
W.,  who  reside  on  a  j)orlion  of  the  old  homestead  with  their  father  ;  his 
daughters  are  P'idelia  (Mrs.  Levi  Forbes  of  Poland),  and  Florence  (Mrs. 
Geo.  Meredith  of  Jamestown).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Amos  P.  Wilcox  have  five 
daughters:  Josephine  A.  (Mrs.  P^ank  Root),  Rhoda  J.  (Mrs.  W.  M.  Root), 
iNLay  (Mrs.  Henry  Wing),  Lura  (Mrs.  George  Wilcox),  and  Bertha.  Francis 
J.  Mead  has  two  sons,  FVancis  D.  and  William  J.,  and  a  daughter,  Charlotte. 
Mrs.  Abram  P\  Wilcox  has  four  children,  Myra  \\,  Early  V.,  Carl  and  Mead. 

LAKiavoon. — This  charming  resort  is  fi\  e  miles  from  Jamestown  on  the 
.south  shore  of  Chautauqua  lake,  and  has'been  for  years  the  center  of  social 
gaiety  and  the  rendezvous  of  the  society  people  who  \'isit  the  lake.  The 
high  rolling  plateau  on  which  it  is  located  affords  an  admirable  location  for 
an  ideal  summer  resort.  The  main  line  of  the  P'rie  railway  passes  through 
the  \'illage  and  electric  cars  run  to  Jamestown.  Quite  a  village  has  been 
developed.  Two  of  the  finest  hotels  in  tlie  lake  region  have  attracted  many 
cultured  people  from  the  cities  for  a  rest  of  a  few  weeks  or  months  and 
enjoNinent.  Seen  from  the  lake  the  Sterlingworth  Inn  looks  like  a  grand 
old-world  castle,  and  The  Kent  is  Hot  less  attractive.  Ample  grounds,  beau- 
tiful groves,  and  the  far-famed  Chautauqua  air  and  scenery  are  here  presented 
in  their  best  form.  Stores,  shops,  houses  of  entertainment,  electric  lights 
and  all  the  necessaries  of  a  summer  village  are  here,  and  many  fine  cottages 
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have  . been  erected.  The  welfare  of  tlie  coiniuunity  is  looked  after  by 
churclies,  sabbath  schools  and  schools.  A  villa<;e  organization  of  600  popu- 
lation was  formed  in  1893  with  these  efficers  :  F.  A.  Bentley,  president ; 
Jerry  Gifford,  Wm.  C.  IMiller,  E.  \V.  Cherry,  trustees ;  E.  W.  Alexander,  col- 
lector ;  Wilson  Smith,  treasurer. 


HARMONY, 

CHAPTI^R  LXX. 

HARMONY,  the  lar<;est  town  in  the  county,  was  taken  from  Cliaiitau- 
(]ua,  l*V'])ruary  14,  1S16.  It  contains  al)()ut  86  s<iuaro  miles  of  tcrri- 
tur\',  nearly  55,000  acres,  and  comprises  to\vnshi]xs  i  and  2  of  ran|L;;e 
13,  toi^ether  with  two  tiers  of  lots  in  townships  i  and  2,  ran^e  12,  from  the 
state  line  to  Chautauqua  lake,  and  two  additional  lots  in  townshi])  2,  ran<;c 
12,  south  of  the  lake,  including  Ashville  village.  April  16,  1823,  a 
portion  of  its  territory  was  added  to  liusti.  Its  surface  is  somewhat  hilly  ; 
its  highest  summits  are  1,400  feet  above  tidewater.  The  principal  streams 
are  Brokenstraw  creek,  which  flows  south  ;  Goose  creek,  (which  passes 
through  Ashville),  and  Prendergast  creek.  The  last  two  flow  into  Chautau- 
qua lake.  The  soil  is  a  clay  and  gravelly  loam.  »Sandstoneof  fine  quality  is 
found  in  some  localities.  "  Panama  Rocks,''  is  one  of  the  most  renuirkable 
geological  curiosities  of  the  county.  The  town  was  originally  covered  with 
deciduous  trees  in  nearly  all  its  area,  the  pine  and  hemlock  being  confined 
to  a  much  smaller  re^^ion  than  they  occupied  in  the  towns  east  of  it. 
Maple,  especially,  had  a  fine  growth,  and  maple  sugar,  in  the  years  of  the 
first  settlement,  and  even  later,  was  an  important  product.  The  hard  wood 
growth  furnished  many  valuable  ashes  for  ''black  salts." 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  in  Ashville  by  Reuben  vSlayton,  Jr.,  an  orig- 
inal purchaser  on  lot  43,  township  2,  range  12,  in  1809.  The  mill  was  built  at 
once,  to  which  a  gristmill  was  s(^ou  added.  The  mills  were  on  the  Ashville 
site.  The  first  stones  used  in  the  gristmill  he  borrowed,  but  a  rock  was  soon 
found  on  lot  45,  from  which  stones  were  made,  which  were  used  until  1872. 
Israel  Carpenter,  Oliver  Pier  and  vStephen  Groom,  built  ai)()ut  1828  a  saw^mill 
and  a  log  gristmill  at  Blockville.  In  1840  a  large  mill  was  built  of  huge 
pine  logs.  The  millstones  came  from  France  as  ballast  to  Albany,  and  cost, 
it  is  said,  delivered  at  Blockville,  $350.  This  mill  burned  in  1893.  A  saw- 
niiil  was  built  about  1825,  by  Francis  W.  Mather,  three  miles  south  of  Pan- 
ama.   Isaac  Carpenter  built  a  sawmill  about  1828  a  mile  below  Blockville  ; 
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it  was  rebuilt  by  Abner  h.  Carpenter,  and  later  was  owned  by  Daniel 
Williams.  Another  was  built  by  Samuel  Hurlbut,  about  1830,  between  the 
last  two  mentioned,  and  in  1875  was  owned  by  Samuel  J.  Green.  A  sawmill 
was  built  by  Harvey  and  Theron  S.  Bly  about  1847  near  the  mouth  of  Goose 
creek.  A  steam  sawmill  was  built  about  1870  by  Messrs.  Allen  near  Grant's 
station.  A  sawmill  was  built  by  Geo.  Brightnian  about  1835.  A  steam 
sawmill  was  built  about  1870  by  \Vm.  \V.  Ball  near  the  mouth  of  Bemus 
creek.  Theron  lily  and  Daniel  Sherman  erected  a  cardin^^  mill  in  1822  or 
1823  ;  cloth-dressing  machinery  was  introduced  later  by  Hiram  Benedict. 
The  establishment  was  burned  about  1826  ;  another  was  built  by  Hiram 
Benedict  and  vSamuel  Brown  less  than  a  mile  below  ;  several  years  after  this 
was  owned  by  Tlieron  I>]y  and  Henry  Lovejoy,  who  sold  in  1844  Harvey 
and  Henry  H.  Bly.  Another  was  built  at  Panama  a1)out  1830,  where  John 
Ward  and  David  Moore  operated  for  years. 

The  first  town-meeting  was  held  in  1816.  No  record.  Supervisor,  Palmer 
Phillips.  The  annual  town-meeting  was  held  at  Eleazar  Fletcher's,  April  i, 
1817,  when  these  officers  were  elected  :  Supervisor,  Palmer  Phillips;  town 
clerk,  Orange  Phelps;  assessors,  Wm.  Matteson,  Daniel  B.  Carpenter, Joseph 
S.  Pember  ;  conrrs.  of  l:ighways,  Palmer  Phillips,  Wm.  Matteson,  Daniel  B. 
Carpenter;  coniVs.  of  schools,  Palmer  Phillips,  Joseph  S.  Pember,  Orange 
Phelps;  collector,  Wm.  Matteson,  Jr.;  constables,  Xoah  Chapman,  Wm. 
iMatteson,  Jr.  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Obadiah  Morley,  Israel  Carpenter  ;  pound- 
masters,  Wm.  Matteson,  Israel  Carpenter,  Josiah  Palnieter ;  fence  viewers, 
Thomas  Bcmus,  Nicholas  Webber,  Timothy  Jenner  ;  sealer,  Jonas  Lamphear. 
Supervisors:  1816-17-18-19-20-21-22-23,  Palmer  Phillips;  1824,  Reuben 
Slayton;  i  S25-26-27-2S-29-30-31,  Theron  Bly;  1832,  Henry  Hill  ;  1833-3^, 
Theron  Bly;  1835-36,  Zael  Ward  ;  1837-38,  Theron  Bly;  1839-40-41,  Robert 
Hewes  ;  1S42,  Daniel  Williams;  1843-44-45-46-47,  John  Steward;  1S4S-49, 
Theron  S.  Bly  ;  1850-51-52,  John  Steward  ;  1853,  Morris  Norton  ;  1854,  John 
Steward  ;  1855,  Albert  Gleason  ;  1856-57,  l\benczer  G.  Cook  ;  1858-59-60, 
Sardius  Steward  ;  1861,  Reuben  'F.  Randolph  ;  1862,  Johji  Steward  ;  1863-64, 
Walter  L.  Sessions  ;  1865-66-67-68-69-70,  Loren  B.  Sessions  ;  1871-72,  Frank 
(r.  vSteward  ;  iS73-74-75-76-77-78-79-8c)-Si-S2-83-S4-85-S6-S7-SS-S9,  Loren  B. 
Sessions;  1S90-9 1-92-93-94,  Jared  Hewes. 

Harmony  was  first  settled  by  Thomas  Bemus,  son  of  William  Bemus,  who 
took  up  land  in  January,  iS()6.  Thomas,  then  a  bachelor,  built  his  log 
cabin  011  this  land,  lot  54,  t(jwnshi])  2,  range  12,  oj)|)osite  I'emus  Point,  and 
occupied  it  several  \ears.  The  first  famil\-  to  locate  was  that  of  Jonathan 
Cheney  whose  wife  was  Amy  Cole  of  Pittstowu.  He  bought  land  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lake  in  Ma\',  1806,  brought  his  family  here  the  next  year, 
but  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  wliere  some  of  his  descendants  still 
reside.     His  children  were  Nathan,  Betsey,.  Clarissa,  Calvin,/  Amy,  Daniel, 
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Alfred,  Unisa  (Mrs.  James  Green),  and  Polly.  ]\Iyron  Rly  settled  on  lot  47, 
township  2,  range  12  northerly  from  Ashville  in  1S09,  on  land  entered  by 
his  father  Asa  Bly.  In  1 80S  and  1809  Renben  and  Thomas  Slayton  bonght 
land  at  Ashville,  settled  there  and  before  iSio  had  sawmills  in  operation. 
In  i8to  and  1811  the  Matteson  family  came  ;  first  Thomas,  then  William 
and  his  brother  Estys  ;  their  father,  William  Matteson,  came  in  181 1.  He 
Avas  a  Revolutionary  pensioner,  and  died  in  1S58  in  his  99th  year.  The 
Carpenter  family  were  early  owners  and  settlers.  In  1808  Josiah  Carpenter 
from  Rensselaer  county  bought  lots  55,  56,  64,  in  township  i,  range  12, 
southwest  of  Ashville,  about  1,000  acres.  In  1809  his  son,  James,  with  his 
young  wife  settled  on  lot  56.  In  1809  Goose  creek  rose  to  the  dimensions 
of  a  swollen  river,  the  cabin  of  James  Carpenter  was  surrounded  but  by 
making  a  raft  of  cordwood  he  kept  himself,  wife,  child,  and  pigs  above  the 
flood.  They  lived  on  uncooked  corn  until  the  swollen  stream  subsided,  when 
he  secured  aid  from  his  neigh])or  Jonathan  Cheney.  lie  made  a  pen  for  his  sow 
and  pigs;  the  latter  disappeared  one  after  the  other  until  the  bears  had  taken  all. 

In  181 1  Josiah  Carpenter  with  his  sons  Daniel  B.,  Isaac,  Josiah,  Jr.,  and 
Timothy  came.  Mr.  Carpenter  locating  on  lot  64,  where  he  raised  his  log 
cabin  ;  his  sons  selected  their  future  homes  also  on  their  father's  land.  One 
of  his  daughters  married  Oliver  Pier,  son  of  Levi  Pier  of  Pusti,  who  lived 
most  of  his  mature  life  in  Harmony.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Pier  paid  for  his 
land  in  Harmony  with  the  bounty  he  received  on  wolf  scalps.  He  was  a 
great  hunter,  the  "  leather  stocking  "  of  Chautauqua  county,  and  said  "he 
had  killed  1,322  deer  with  one  gun,  which  had  required  three  new  stocks 
and  hammers,"  Mr.  Pier  became  totally  blind  in  his  old  age  and  moved  to 
Corry,  Pa.  Isaiah  Rexford  from  Pennsylvania  came  in  1816,  located  near 
r>l()ckville  ;  in  1824  settled  two  miles  north  of  Panama.  His  sons  attaining 
maturity  were  ICverett,  Myron  and  L>'man.  Calvin  Mauley  settled  on 
lot  41,  township  2,  north  of  Panama.  He  ])urchased  his  laud  in  1S21, 
and  resided  there  nearly  50  years.  John  vSteward,  Sr.,  in  182 1  located 
on  lot  24.  His  son  John  was  an  early  merchant  at  Panama  and  was  in  trade 
for  a  long  period.  His  grandson  Henry  served  in  many  battles  in  the  Rebel- 
lion. Sardius  Steward,  s(m  of  John,  Sr.,  at  one  time  conducted  the  most 
extensive  farming  business  in  the  county,  owned  several  farms  and  accpiired 
a  large  estate  by  his  perseverance  and  work. 

Obadiah  Morley  settled  in  the  northeast  part  on  lot  24,  in  1810;  John 
Morton  about  1818  on  lot  15,  township  2,  range  13;  Edmund  Wells  on  lot 
7,  purchased  in  1826;  Charles  Saxton  on  lot  4,  purchased  in  1826;  he  later 
resided  on  lot  13  ;  Edwin  Gleason,  a  Massachusetts  man,  on  lot  14  about  the 
^ame  time  ;  Clinton  Marcy  about  1822  on  lot  22;  his  son  on  lot  15  near 
him.  Peleg  Gifford  many  years  latc,r  located  on  lot  23!  Jn  the  north  part, 
on  lot  32,  where  Homer  Pringle  settled  in  1828,  his  sons  erected  a  cheese 
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factory.  Orson  Whitford  came  about  1817.  Samuel  P.  Durham  settled  on 
lot  56,  bought  in  1822.  James  and  Peter  Bloss  came  in  1830.  Eleazer  Dan- 
iels bought  on  lot  39  near  Panama,  in  1821.  Samuel  h.  Paddock  settled  on 
lot  55,  where  William  G.  Cook  subsequently  took  up  his  residence.  The 
Wiltsie  family  in  1821  settled  on  lots  48  and  49.  Reuben  Randolph  about 
50  years  ago  settled  near  the  center.  Rufus,  Elijah  and  Joseph  Button 
located  on  lots  30  and  31.  A  descendant,  Joseph  H.  Button,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Co.  P\  112th  Reg't.  X.  Y.  Vols.,  was  promoted  corporal  ]\Iarch  i, 
1864,  and  killed  at  Port  Fisher,  January  15,  1865.  John  Kiu\i)p  settled  in  1821 
on  lot  49,  township  2,  and  his  son  Noah  on  lot  41,  adjoining;  two  other 
sons,  Darius  and  Levi,  also  made  their  home  in  town. 

In  the  east  part  near  Block ville  numy  settlers  came  from  1S16  to  1820. 
Among  them  were  Zaccheus  and  Samuel  Hurlbut,  brothers,  and  Nathaniel, 
son  of  Zaccheus  ;  they  bought  land  in  181 6  and  181 7,  and  located  here. 
Timothy  Jenner  from  Vermont,  settled  on  lot  63,  township  i,  range  12.  He- 
purchased  portions  of  this  lot  in  181 7  and  1819.  His  son,  Timothy  G., 
settled  near  Blockville.  Daniel  Loomis,  a  Methodist  local  preacher,  made  his 
home  I  miles  west  of  Ash  ville.  His  sons  were  Eli,  Francis,  Eevi,  David 
and  George.  Simeon  Powers,  the  first  pastor  of  the  first  (Baptist)  religious 
organization  in  the  town,  a  nati\  e  of  \'ermont,  located  in  1816  near  I>lock- 
ville,  but  in  1823  made  his  home  on  lot  33,  township  2,  one  mile  north  of 
Panama,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1842.  He  has  many  descend- 
ants in  the  town.  William  Scofield,  John  Deming,  Wanton  Morey,  Levi 
Rexford,  Joseph  Tichnor  and  John  H.  ]\Iatteson  were  other  early  settlers 
in  this  section.  In  the  southeast  part,  Charles  and  Isaac  Hoag  settled  on 
lot  53,  township  i,  range  12.  The  Hoag  family  is  a  prominent  one  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  are  Quakers.  Elijah  B.  Burt,  whose  sons  were  Ethan  and 
P>arrett  Iv.,  removed  from  Busti  where  he  first  settled,  to  lot  51,  township  i, 
range  12.    About  1830,  Enu\nuel  Smith,  father  of  Cyrus,  settled  here  on  lot 

49.  John  Badgley,  of  Busti,  bought  part  of  lots  57  and  58,  and  h's  sons  Asa  and 
Nathan  occupied  the  old  place.      (^eorge  Hawkins  came  in  1825,  bought  on  lot 

50,  and  made  his  home  there.  He  had  sons,  George,  James,  F^rancis,  Orrin  and 
Albert.  Nathan  Hawkins  and  Marvin  Pardee  settled  near  him  on  lot  51, 
Joshua  Rich  on  lot  57,  Cyrus  Ransom  on  lot  37,  in  1825,  ^^'^^^  ^^''^'^  ^  Hfe-long 
resident.  His  sons  were  Cyrus,  Samuel,  Willard,  Asa,  Elisha  and  Thoma>. 
(icorge  W.  Westcott  bought  and  located  in  1826  on  lot  27,  later  removed  t<» 
lot  28,  where  his  sons  Jerr^'  and  Abraham  have  lived.  P>enjamin  T.  Hol- 
brook  bought  on  lot  27  in  1827,  and  lived  his  life  there.  His  sons  John  and 
Henry  were  later  residents  on  the  homestead  ;  Benjamin  T.,  Jr.,  lived  on  lot 
29.  Ezra  Abbott  located  in  1829  on  lot  43.  FVancis  W.  ^Mather  settled  on 
the  Little  Brokenstraw.  Amos  W.  Muzzy,  about  1830,  made  his  home  on  lot 
34.    William  Kelso,  a  native  of  Westford,  Otsego  county,  born  in  1805,  came 
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to  Harmony  in  1S34,  and  carried  on  blacksniithing  and  wagon  making  for 
over  50  years,  and  was  one  of  the  indnstrioiis  factors  in  the  fnrtlicring  of  the 
prosperity  of  tlie  commnnity.  He  served  as  assessor  and  school  inspector. 
William  S.  Kelso  has  conducted  merchandising  for  many  years.  Palmer 
Cross,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came  from  the  northern  part  of  New  York  state 
in  1827,  settled  north  of  Panama  on  lot  41,  township  2,  range  13,  and  was  a 
resident  here  until  his  death.  He  was  the  second  pastor  of  the  P>aptist  church. 
John  Lewis,  a  local  Methodist  preacher  for  over  60  years,  came  from  Vermont, 
settled  in  181 7  about  two  miles  east  of  Panama  on  lot  24,  township  i,  range 
13.  "  There  was  nothing  but  a  foot-path  from  his  place  west  to  the  state 
line.''  His  son  Abner  was  a  lawyer  ;  practiced  at  Panama  and  at  Jamestown  ; 
a  deputy  sheriff,  first  judge  of  the  county,  a  member  of  asscml)ly  two  years, 
and  a  member  of  congress  for  two  terms.  Levi,  another  son,  resided  in  Pan- 
ama. "Judge  Lewis  did  more  for  the  cause  of  temperance  than  any  man 
that  ever  lived  in  the  county."  John  H.  Pray,  of  \'ermont,  came  to  Panama 
in  1 83 1,  was  in  trade  until  1855,  and  studied  law  with  Hon.  Abner  Lewis. 
He  commenced  law  practice  in  1836,  continued  imtil  about  1870,  and  is  said 
to  have  been  Panama's  first  lawyer. 

Ash VI LLP:  took  its  name  from  the  circuuLstance  that  at  one  time  there 
were  four  asheries  in  operation  iii  the  place.  Alvin  Williams,  who  estab- 
lished a  store  here  in  the  fall  of  1822,  built  the  first  ashery  ;  Adolphus 
Fletcher,  who  had  also  engaged  in  trade  here,  built  an  ashery  soon  after,  and 
later  Kphraim  Berry  built  an  ashery,  and  another  person  was  also  in  the 
same  trade.  In  1821  and  1822  Titus  Kellogg,  Alvin  Williams  and  Adol- 
phus Fleccher  had  established  stores  here,  and  in  1824  J-'^^ies  IMcClellan 
erected  a  dwelling  which  was  afterwards  iised  as  a  tavern.  In  1826  a  tan- 
nery was  built  by  Daniel  and  Joseph,  brothers  of  Alvin  W^illiams.  Dr.  Elder- 
kin  was  the  first  physician  to  locate  here.  His  successors  were  Hiram 
Alden,  Stephen  Eaton,  Simeon  Buzzell,  Dr.  Dorr,  John  vS.  King.  Dr.  Parker. 
In  1870  there  were  350  inhabitants,  who  sustained  J^>aptist,  Congregational 
and  Methodist  churches,  and  one  school.  They  were  an  industrious  com- 
munity as  their  three  stores,  gristmill,  sawmill,  two  shoe  shops,  two  wagon 
shops,  two  blacksmith's  shops,  a  harness  shop,  a  cabinet  shop  and  a  hotel 
were  all  in  "working  order."    Ashville  is  a  station  of  the  Erie  railway. 

Daniel  Williams  was  a  native  of  New  England,  born  in  1S06,  and  came  to 
Ashville  in  1824.  ^^'^^  great  use  to  this  little  community,  as  he  car- 
ried on  several  pursuits.  He  was  a  tanner,  shoemaker,  merchant  and  far- 
mer, and  was  much  in  town  affairs,  also  active  in  the  advance  of  any  move- 
ment which  tended  to  the  growth  and  improvement  of  his  tow  i  and  county. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  originating  and  constructing  the  Atlantic  and 
<»reat' Western  and  the  Cross  Ctit  railroads.  His  children  were  Oscar  P., 
Addis  E.,  Adelaide  E.,  Earl  P.  and  Alton  L. 
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Josepli  Hoyt  commenced  merchandising  in  Ashville  in  1836,  removed  to- 
Panama  about  1844  ^^^^  continued  in  business.  In  connection  with  farming 
he  attended  to  much  public  business. 

Morris  Norton,  a  native  of  Otsego  cornty,  settled  at  Ashville  in  July, 
1833.  He  hold  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  did  much  at  conveyan- 
cing, etc.  He  was  supervisor  of  Harmony,  and  county  superintendent  of  the 
poor.  He  married  Olivia  Kent,  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  had  6  daugliters : 
Helen  ().,  married  Dr.  \Vm.  P.  Ik-mus,  of  Jamestown  ;  Jennie,  wifeof  Knoch  A. 
Curtis,  of  Fredonia  ;  Therese  ]\L,  married  Wm.  \V.  Partridge  ;  Gertrude  N., 
married  Charles  T.  Douglass,  Busti  ;  Ida  E.  ;  and  Alice  I.,  wife  of  Thomas 
H.  Agnew,  of  Cambridge,  Pa. 

Panama  was  incorporated  as  a  village  in  1861,  and  was  formerly  the 
chief  business  place  of  the  town.  It  now  has  about  400  population,  is  the 
center  of  butter  and  cheese  factories,  has  two  hotels,  churches,  a  newspaper, 
rana))ia  Herald^  established  1879,  edited  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Lewis,  a  steam  mill, 
and  a  few  business  houses.  The  millsite  at  the  Upper  Village  has  been 
used  ever  since  Jesse  Smith  and  Horatio  Dix  built  saw  and  gristmills  there 
in  1824.  From  this  ancient  millsite  the  lovely  village  stretches  down  the 
beautiful  valley  for  half  a  mile,  its  principal  street  being  a  graceful  avenue 
overshadowed  by  magnificent  trees. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Rice  in  his  history  of  Panama  gives  the  early  settlers  tlius  : 
The  first  settlements  were  made  on  The  F'lat,  but  The  Hill  a  few  years 
later  took  the  lead.  It  is  not  known  who  built  the  first  log  hut,  but  in  Fe!)- 
ruary,  1821,  there  were  but  two  loghouses  occupied  in  the  place  ;  one  on 
the  site  of  the  "  Cottage  Hotel,''  occupied  by  Elihu  Wing,  the  other  a  few 
rods  north  of  the  house  on  the  William  Daniels  farm,  where  his  father,  P^Iea- 
zer  Daniels  was  living.  Probably  in  the  summer  of  1822,  Samuel  Tanner 
built  the  next  loghouse.  I  find  no  record  of  any  purchase  of  land  in  tlie 
village  l)y  Wing,  and  tliink  that  he  was  a  squatter  and  not  a  bona  fide  set- 
tler. If  this  be  true  Samuel  Tanner  was  the  first  real  settler.  In  July,  181S, 
Robert  Lytle  Ijccame  a  settler.  Calvin  Mauley,  Amos  Tanner  and  Hlisha 
Cook  located  in  1822  near,  not  in,  the  village,  and  P^leazer  Wiltsie  in  the 
same  year  settled  where  he  ever  after  resided  in  the  village.  Nathan  Hggles- 
ton  came  in  1825.  An  ashery  was  early  built  in  the  Gulf  by  E.  S,,  Cone 
and  Dr.  Hood,  which  is  said  to  have  been  six  or  seven  stories  high.  Elisha 
Cook  sold  S()0  worth  of  ashes,  the  result  of  one  winter's  work." 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Panama  was  of  logs,  built  in  1823  and  located 
near  the  center  of  the  East  Cemetery.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  January, 
1825  ;  the  loss  of  the  books  was  a  great  misfortune  as  they  could  not  })c 
easily  replaced,  for  in  those  early  times  ready  money  was  scarce.  Jes.>e 
Smith  was  the  teacher,  and  school  was  to  continue,  a  log  hut  was  soon 
secured,  and  at  the  close  of  the  term  the  scholars  showed  their  appreciation 
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of  tlieir  educational  opportunities  by  an  exhibition,  and  a  *'  real  literary  treat 
was  enjo\  ed  ])y  their  friends.    A  second  school  house  was  l)uilt  on  the  Rocks 
near  the  hotel  site.    John  Steward  who  settled  in  182 1,  2  miles  east  of  Pan- 
ama, was  a  teacher  there  in  1828  and  1829,,    '^^^^  third  was  the  "old  red 
schoolhouse  "  on  the  hill. 

About  1827  a  people  commenced  to  build  frame  houses  ;  Benjamin 
Smith  erected  one  near  the  site  of  Frank  Hill's  shop.  The  first  hotel  in  the 
village  was  opened  in  1827,  ^"^^  ^^^^S  ^^^^"^  Smith  built  a  hotel.  The 
first  hotel  on  the  flat  was  kept  in  a  building  moved  from  the  hill.  Jesse 
Smith  built  a  tavern  where  the  brick  hotel  stands  ;  this  corner  has  been  used 
as  a  hotel  site  since. 

A  hamlet  of  log  houses  preceded  the  building  of  the  mills  at  the  Upper 
Village.  In  1824  also,  Moses  Cushman  Marsh  (father  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Clark) 
from  Massachusetts,  who  had  been  a  wealthy  Cuban  trader,  and  by  the  dis- 
honesty of  southern  customers  had  been  brought  to  failure,  came  to  this 
new  country  to  repair  his  fortunes  by  a  development  of  the  wilderness.  He 
located  at  the  Lower  Village,  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  vicinity, 
opened  the  first  store  of  the  place,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Panama, 
and,  according  to  the  records  of  the  U.  S.  P.  O.  Department  at  Washington, 
procured  by  Hon.  W.  B.  Hooker,  was  made  postmaster  of  the  office  of 
Panama  on  its  establishment,  March  22,  1826,  and  was  very  prominent  in 
affairs  until  his  death  in  1833.  "  His  wife  was  a  woman  of  great  strength 
of  character,  and  it  is  said  possessed  the  gift  of  oratory  to  a  remarkable 
degree."  The  first  birth  of  Panama  was  that  of  Pvaton,  son  of  Benjamin 
Smith  ;  the  second  that  of  Mary  L.,  daughter  of  Mr.  Marsh.  P>oth  occurred 
in  1827.  J^'^se  Smith  taught  the  first  winter  school  in  1825-6,  and  Sarah 
Marsh  the  first  summer  school  in  1826.  - 

I'ANAMA  IIoCKS,^ — The  Devonian  rocks  of  Pennsylvania  and  Western  New  York  are  topped 
1>}  five  distinct  con]L;lotncrate  formations.  Tlie  oldest  of  tlie  five  is  in  the  r]>])er  Chc-niun^ 
i;roii]),  and  its  southerniost  ex])osure  is  in  a  charniinj^  little  valley,  thront^h  which  meanders 
]>r()kenstraw  creek.  I'rom  its  location  near  I'anania  villa^^e,  it  is  called  the  I'anama  con,i;lom- 
erate,  and  its  ty])ical  ridj^e,  "  Panama  Rocks,"  has  for  many  years  attracted  attention.  The 
owner  is  Mr.  G.  \V.  Hnbbard,  who  lias  expended  a  considerable  sum  in  openiniLT  the  <;rounds, 
without  in  any  respect  impairing,'  their  natural  wildness,  so  that  all  parts  are  readily  accessible. 
More  than  io,(>X)  visitors  have  viewed  the  *'  Rocks  "  in  one  year.  The  ridi^e  is  underlaid  by  a 
bed  of  arenaceous  shale,  that  has  been  much  eroded  by  the  water  soakijip^  through  the  con.glom- 
erate.  As  the  shale  gave  way,  the  sujierincmnbent  conglomerate  broke  by  .natural  jointagc  into 
s<juare  masses,  which  were  left  to  slip  ajjart,  leaving  spaces  between  the  huge  blocks.  The  local 
tenn  "  liock  City  "  is  very  appropriate.  The  im])ression  of  every  visitor  is  that  these  rocks  have 
I'een  thrown  to  the  surface  by  some  subterranean  force  ;  yet  .■Xusable  chasm,  the  canons  of  Col- 
orado and  the  caverns  of  Kentucky,  testify  that  rocks  of  ecjual  magnitude  may  be  tossed  about 
in  an  extraordinary  manner  by  simjile  erosion  and  undermining.  The  IJrokenstraw  valley,  a 
niile  wide,  has  doubtless  known  a  mightier  flocwi  than  the  little  mill  stream  that  now  winds 
through  its  channel.  This  is  proved  by  the  conglomerate  itself,  which  is  a  |peculiar  mass  01 
tiny  white  quartz  pebbles,  each  pebble  a  true  oval,  and  all  of  them,  as  they  repose  in  the  strata, 

♦From  an  article  written  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Rice  and  H.  C.  Hovey  for  the  Urienfiftr  Americtn. 
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being  pointed  in  the  same  direction.  These  were,  of  course,  parts  of  larger  fragments  detached 
from  primitive  ledges,  and  subjected  to  long-continued  attrition  and  polishing  by  water,  until 
heavy  beds  of  uniformly  fine  gravel  were  formed  overlying  beds  of  sandy  mud.  They  were 
cemented  by  a  calcareous  deposit,  and  finally  broken  into  blocks  by  the  washing  out  of  the 
shale  underneath.  These  blocks  present  perpendicular  faces  from  20  to  60  feet  high  and  the 
tuuue  in  breadth.  The  fissures  beneath  them  reach  from  top  to  bottom,  generally  giving  room 
for  a  narrow  pathway.  In  several  instances  the  summits  were  in  contact,  while  the  bases  wore 
spread  apart,  thus  forming  caverns  of  considerable  size.  One  of  them  is  called  "  counterfeiter's 
den,"  because  it  was  a  hiding-place  of  manufacturers  of  spurious  Vnlls  aiul  coins.  The  "ice 
cave"  is  a  cleft,  in  whose  deep  recesses  the  snow  is  drifted  in  winter  in  such  (quantities  as  lo 
remain  through  the  summer.  It  is  a  natural  ice-house,  and  as  such  a  great  curiosity.  By  the 
"  natural  stairs  "  a  fissure  is  reached  that  may  be  entered  from  the  summit,  followed  for  a  long 
distance  between  rocks  40  feet  high  and  under  a  rocky  roof,  until  the  winding  tunnel  opens  at 
the  foot  of  the  rocks.  There  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  powerful  action  of  huge  volumes  of 
water  at  some  former  j)eriod.  The  surface  of  the  conglomerate  masses  are  fretpiently  polished, 
th<'  corners  are  nicely  rounded,  and  to  the  same  actio!i  of  water  may  be  ascri])ed  the  nuinerous 
rouiul  j>ockets  worn  in  the  face  of  the  rocks.  "Cradle  liock  "  rests  on  a  ledge  of  one  of  the 
many  precipices,  weighs  several  tons,  and  yet  is  so  delicately  balanced  that  the  weiglit  of  a 
person  stepi)ing  uj)on  it  will  cause  it  io  rock  as  if  about  to  loi)])le  over  into  the  cliasm.  Probably 
nothing  less  than  a  charge  of  dyiiamite  would  dislodge  the  stone  from  the  tiny  shelf  on  whicli 
it  rests.  The  original  forest  has  never  been  removed  from  the  ridge,  and  the  grand  ohl  trees  so 
conijiletely  hide  iIun  rt-markaV^le  formation,  that  one  might  ride  through  the  valley  without  sus- 
pecting what  a  romantic  region  was  concealed. 

The  Cooks  of  various  families  were  among  the  early  settlers.  Stephen 
Cook,  son  of  Warliam  and  Mary  (Bushnell)  Cook,  born  in  Oneida  county, 
October  6,  1805,  came  in  I'ebruary,  1S27,  ^^^^^^  selected  a  home  to  be  carved 
out  of  the  primitive  forest.  He  returned  to  Oneida  county  and  the  next 
spring  returned  with  his  younger  half  brother,  William,  and  they  both 
became  life  residents  of  Harmony.  Stephen  located  first  on  lot  32,  township 
I,  and  later  on  lot  51  on  the  Goshen  road.  His  nearest  neighbor  at  first  was 
three  miles  away  through  an  unbroken  forest.  Having  made  a  clearing  and 
put  up  a  log  liouse,  he  again  went  east  and  married  Ruth  Anthony.  They 
lived  on  this  homestead  32  \'ears  ;  by  industry  and  thrift  brought  a  large  and 
productive  farm  into  being,  and  here  their  six  children  were  born,  of  whom 
Orlando  and  H.  H.,  now  reside  in  town.  In  1864  Cook  removed  to 
Panama.  Orlando  owns  the  homestead.  Mrs.  Cook  died  in  February,  1886, 
and  Mr.  Cook  April  23,  1894.  H.  H.  Cook,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born 
August  23,  1840,  and  lived  on  the  farm  until  March,  1862,  when  he  went 
to  Illinois.  He  enlisted  July  18,  1862,  in  Co.  H.  91st  Regt.  111.  Vol.  Inf., 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  December  28,  1862,  by  Morgan's 
cavalry,  was  paroled,  and  sent  to  Henton  Ikuracks,  Mo.  July  t,  1863,  he 
was  exchanged  and  .sent  to  the  I)ep;irtnient  of  the  Gulf,  where  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Panama  since  the 
war.  William  G.  Cook,  son  of  Warham  and  Olive  (Gay)  Cook,  born  in 
Oneida  county,  January  14,  1808,  came  in  1828,  bought  a  part  of  lot  51,  and 
after  ten  years  labor  here  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Panama.  In  1832  he 
married  Amy  r>enton  who  died  in  1892.    Mi.  and  Mrs.  Cook  united  with 
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tlie  Baptist  church  in  Panama  in  1834.  About  i83iMr.  Cook  lost  his  right 
arm,  but  performed  all  kinds  of  farm  work,  an,d  even  cleared  land  for  others 
by  the  acre.  He  died  April  12,  1894.  His  two  children,  Lyman  C.  Cook 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Button  survive  him.  Elisha  Cook  settled  a  short  distance 
from  the  village  of  Panama.  H.  J.  Cook,  a  farmer,  is  the  representative  of 
another  branch  of  the  Cook  family.  Hon.  Ebenezer  G.  Cook,  born  in  Oneida 
county  in  1808,  settled  on  lot  50,  township  i,  range  13,  and  developed  a  fine 
farm  where  he  lived  over  40  years,  and  reared  a  large  family.  He  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  affairs.  He  served  in  offices  of  trust,  and  was  member  of 
assembly.  Ten  of  his  11  children  attained  maturity.  Philander  and  De 
Forest  located  at  Panama,  where  the  latter  has  conducted  ^jierchandising  for 
ycar^.  Ivlihu  Cook,  a  brother  of  l\.  G.  Cook,  was  a  physician,  resided  here 
for  some  years,  and  later  lived  in  Fredonia. 

The  Pringle  family  are  of  vScotch  descent.  Homer  Prini^de,  Sr.,  came 
to  tiiis  county  from  Otsego  county  with  his  family  in  the  spriiig  of  i82«S. 
He  bought  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  the  west  half  of  lot  Xo.  3.1  in  2d 
township  and  13th  range  in  Harmony.  Homer  Pringle,  Sr.,  was  accom- 
panied by  his  brotlier  James  H.,  who  bought  a  piece  of  land  on  lot  40,  same 
township  and  range  as  his  brother.  James  H.  soon  sold  his  farm,  went  to 
Jamestown,  and  tifter  a  few  years  went  .south,  then  to  Buffalo,  and  subse- 
quently to  Michigan  where  he  went  into  the  lumber  business.  He  died 
about  18S3  leaving  a  widow  and  one  daughter.  Benjamin  Pringle,  another 
brother,  came  west  as  far  as  Batavia,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  held  vari- 
ous ofifices  of  trust.  He  was  a  judge  of  Genesee  county,  a  member  of  assem- 
bly, a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  sent  under  the  Lincoln  Administration 
to  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  as  a  judge  of  a  mixed  court  ;  lie  died  about 
18S6  in  Minnesota,  leaving  son  and  daugliter.  Homer  Pringle,  Sr.,  died 
in  1878  having  lived  fifty  years  on  the  same  farm.  He  l^rought  up  a  family 
often  children.  Those  living  are  iMigene  l^ringle  of  Jackson,  Mich.  He  is 
an  at'iorn'-y  and  has  held  various  offices  in  his  state,  mayor  of  his  city, 
prosecuting  attorney,  meml)er  of  assembly  and  niember  of  state  senate.  He 
is  married  and  has  two  daughters.  Jane  married  A.  J.  Palmer,  a  farmer  of 
Harmony  ;  she  has  three  children,  Clarence  S.,  Herbert  N.  and  Blanche  L. 
Clarence  S.  is  a  lawyer,  was  at  one  time  a  partner  of  Walter  L.  Sessions  ;  is 
now  at  Kansas  City,  ]\Io.  Henry,  unmarried.  Homer  Jr.,  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  married  Gertrude  Brown  and  has  three  children,  Benjamin,  James 
and  Mary  G.  L.  Annette  married  G.  E.\Brightman  a  farmer,  resides  at  Mil- 
ton Junction,  Wis.  She  has  two  children,  Robert  and  Inez.  Homer  Prin- 
gle, Sr.,  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  his  son  Homer  holds  the 
siame  office. 

William  T.  Morse,  an  early  settler,  born  in  Stoughton,  Mass.,  in  1805, 
removed  with  his  father  to  Onondaga  county  in  1819.    In  1826  he  came  to 
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Chautauqua  county,  bou<^ht  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Harmony  and  in  1829 
took  possession,  cleared  and  cultivated  the  land  and  has  since  occupied  the 
farm.  He  married  Amelia,  daughter  of  Rufus  Anthony,  of  Scott,  Cortland 
county.  They  had  9  children  :  Silas,  who  was  a  soldier  in  Co.  K.,  97  Regt. 
N.  V.  Vols.,  died  in  Virginia  of  disease  contracted  in  the  army,  November 
25,  1863,  William  (dec),  Clarissa,  Marinda,  Elbridge  G.,  Henry  S.,  John  \V., 
I\Iary  and  Maria.    Mrs.  M<M-se  died  in  INIarcli,  1888. 

Francis  vSlarkweatlier,  a  jK-nsioner  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  born 
in  Skaneateles,  Onondaga  county,  in  1836.  About  1842  his  father  moved 
to  Portland,  this  county.  Francis  married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Nathan  and 
Lucinda  F".gglestoj[a  of  Harmony,  and  settled  at  Panama  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  wagons.  The  Eggleston  family  were  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers at  Panama.  In  1862  ]\Ir,  Starkweather  enlisted  in  Company  F\,  112 
Regt.,  N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  was  with  the  army  until  mustered  out. 

Physicians. — Charles  Parker,  ]M.  D.,  youngest  son  of  Benjamin  and  ]\Iary 
Parker,  was  born  at  Burlington,  April  6,  181 2.  He  followed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  that  of  a  homeopathic  physician  until  the  spring  of  .1870, 
when  he'retired  to  farm  life  near  Pananui,  where  he  died  December  26,  1892. 
He  married  first  Orlinda,  daughter  of  Samuel  Sinclear  of  Sinclairville. 
They  had  five  sons,  two  died  in  infancy,  three  were  in  the  military  service 
of  thuir  country  in  the  late  war.  Charles  and  Albert  died,  David  B.  Parker  of 
Randolpli,  is  vice-pre>ident  and  general  manager  of  the  Bell  Telephone  com- 
jxiny  of  IhilTalo.  Charles  Parker  uuirried  second  Elizabeth  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  James  Atherlx'.  (Mr.  Atherly  came  to  Asliville  in  1831.  He  was 
born  in  No\-a  vScotia  in  1786,  married  Triphcna  Loomis.  He  was  a  son  of 
William  a!i(l  pyiizal)etli  (Wigram)  Atherly  who  came  from  Portsmouth,  Fhig- 
laud,  in  17S4).  Their  children  are  vSamuel  A.  Parker  who  resides  on  the 
homestead  ;  Will  D.  Parker  of  Mayville,  clerk  of  the  surrogate  court  ;  Lettie 
O.  Parker  resi<les  with  her  mother  at  Panama  ;  Julius  W.  Parker  of  West  Fern- 
dale,  Washington,  and  Milton  l\.  Parker  of  Santa  Fe,  ( )kkdioma.  Dr.  Par- 
ker was  an  able  ph\  sician.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chautauqua 
vSociety  of  History  and  Natural  Science. 

Dr.  J<.»hnson  was  an  earl\'  physician.  He  was  soon  followed  by  Dr.  Flood, 
who,  however,  attended  mure  to  his  store  than  his  profession.  Dr.  Stephen 
Peck,  a  well  educated  ph\  >ician,  and  a  careful  and  conscientious  j)ractitioner, 
located  on  the  hill.  His  practice  was  a  large  and  useful  one.  He  lived  to 
a  ripe  uld  age.  Dr.  Cornelius  Ornies  practised  here  from  1833  to  1863  when 
he  removed  to  Jamestown. 

Ivdson  K.  Boyd,  M.  D.,  of  Asliville,  is  a  native  of  Carroll,  where  he  was 
bom  in  I  )eceniber,  1832.  He  studied  medicine,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Uni\ersity  oi  the  Cit>- of  New  York  in  1854.  He  commenced  practice  in 
Jamestown  and  removed  to  Asliville  in  1856.    At  the  formation  of  the  11 2th 
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Regiment,  N.  V.  \'ols.,  lie  was  coiiiiiiissioned  first  assistant  suij^con,  and  was 
lionora])ly  discharged  November  9,  1863,  Annapolis,  Ind.,  on  account 
of  physical  disability. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Rice,  born  in  Harmony,  October  22,  1S41,  practised  here  for  20 
years  and  removed  to  Jamestown. 

Dr.  John  C.  Lewis,  son  of  IMarshall  L.  Lewis,  was  born  in  Kllery,  August 
6,  1848.  He  was  educated  at  Westficld  Academy  and  received  his  degree 
of  M.  D.  February  24,  1874,  at  Buffalo  University,  and  established  himself 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Panama  in  December,  1874.  He  is  a 
member  of  Chautauqua  County  ]\Iedical  Society,  of  which  he  has  ])ecn  presi- 
<ient,  and  of  X.  V.  State  Medical  Society.    He  is  editor  of  tlie  Pufiania  Herald. 

Lawvkrs. — Hon.  Walter  L.  Sessions.    (See  Jamestown). 

Loren  B.  Sessions,  son  of  John  S.  and  vSally  (Green)  Sessions,  was  born 
in  Brandon,  Vermont.  He  read  law  with  his  brother,  Walter  L.,  at  Panama, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852,  and  was  in  practice  until  1S81.  He  has 
been  supervisor  of  Harmony  23  years,  and  chairman  of  the  board  iS  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  state  senate  in  1878,  1879,  1880  and  18S1. 

The  name  of  John  B.  Baker,  of  Panama,  ap])ears  on  tlie  calendar  of  the 
Chautauqua  County  Bar. 

ChurchKS. —  The  Firs/  Ihiptist  cy/z/T^y/ was  organized  at  l>lock\  ille  (where 
the  first  religious  services  in  the  town  were  held  by  Rev.  vSimeon  Powers), 
]\Iay  15,  181 7.  The  primary  meeting  for  organization  met  April  5.  The 
constituent  members  were  Rev.  Simeon  and  Poll)'  Powers,  Timothy  and 
Ruth  Jenner,  Orange  and  Jemima  Pheljis,  Samuel  and  Susan  Hurl])ut,  Oliver 
and  P)etsey  Pier,  Israel  and  Hannah  Carpenter,  Caleb  and  Phebe  I>ea]s,  Moses 
Jenner  and  Aurilla  (xroom,  Tlie  field  was  divided  into  east,  west  and  middle 
sections.  The  "  east  "  was  Blockville  ;  in  the  "  middle  "  section  services  were 
held  for  some  years  at  a  schoolhouse  i  J  j  miles  north  of  Panama  ;  in  the 
"  west"  section  meetings  were  held  at  a  school  house  ]A,  miles  west  of  Pan- 
ama. In  1834  and  1835,  tlirough  the  liberality  of  some  Presl)yteriau  people 
of  Panama,  a  beautiful  site  for  a  church  edifice  was  obtained  at  that  place, 
and  a  church  was  built  which  centralized  the  religious  labors  here.  In  1828 
the  new  church  at  Ashville  received  several  members  from  tliis  church,  and 
in  1834  thirty-seven  were  dismissed,  mostly  to  form  the  North  Harmony 
church.  The  first  church  ljuilt  was  burned  December  25,  18:^9,  and  one 
costing  $4,000  was  built  in  i860.  The  church  very  early  commenced  sabbath 
scliool  work,  and  has  received  great  strength  from  it.  It  ever  took  strong 
grounds  against  all  secret,  oath-bound  societies.  When  slavery  divided 
churches  and  l^rotherhoods,  this  old  church  of  Harmony  ever  lifted  its  voice 
and  recorded  its  vote  in  favor  of  freedom  ;  in  tlie  civil  war  it  oiTered  its  sons 
as  warriors,  and  gave  its  solemn  vows  to  stand  by  the  "stars  and  stripes." 
Its  membership  for  many  years  has  averaged  200.    The  pastors  have  been  : 
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Simeon  Powers,  Palmer  Cross,  Peter  Freeman,  Charles  Sanderson,  S.  S.  Ains- 
worth,  Harvey  Silliman,  J.  C.  Drake,  H.  H.  Stockton,  I.  N.  Pease,  h.  L. 
Rathbun,  W.  H.  Hnsted,  Alfred  Wells,  A.  M.  Tennant,  A.  S.  Thompson,  C.  A. 
Babcock,  A.  A.  Jones,  H.  N.  Cornish  and  A.  D.  Bush,  wlio  commenced  his 
labors  July  i,  1891. 

T/ic  Co)is;rcgatio}ial  Chitrch  at  Ashville  was  organized  with  nine  mem- 
bers June  10,  1820,  by  Rev.  John  Spencer.  He  was  its  first  pastor.  A  house 
of  worship  was  erected  in  1834  at  a  cost  of  $r,ooo. 

TJu\ Methodist  Episcopal  CJiiircJt  at  Blockville  originated  in  a  class  formed 
in  1818.  In  January,  1822,  it  was  organized  with  6  members  by  Rev.  ^Ir. 
Hill,  first  pastor.    Their  church  edifice  was  built  in  1849;  cost  j?^i,500. 

TJic  Baptist  CJiiirch  at  Ashville  was  organized  July,  1828,  Rev.  Jairus 
Handy  officiating,  with  these  members  :  Hiram  Alden,  Chas.  D.  Slay  ton, 
James  McClellan,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  Nathaniel  H.  Stow,  Anson  Phelps,  Heber  Cow- 
den,  Daniel  Higley,  Albert  Partridge,  John  Wellman,  John  Rugg,  George  L. 
Case,  Peter  L.  Phelps,  John  Morton,  l^phraini  Case,  and  17  females — in  all 
32.  Kphraim  Case  was  chosen  the  first  deacon  ;  James  ]\IcClellan,  clerk. 
Their  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1836. 

The  Fi)-st  Conxnt'xatio/ial  CliunJi  was  organized  Nov.  28,  1830,  by  Rev. 
Justin  Marsh,  assisted  ])y  Rev.  vSaniuel  Leonard  and  Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  all 
members  of  Ihiffalo  pr<.'s])\'ter\'.  The  church  was  received  under  tlie  care  of 
that  presb\  tery.  After  several  years  it  became  the /'/V.v/  Prrsltytcrian  ChurcJt 
0/ I\tna})ia.  Of  the  early  membeis  were  Oriin  Matthews  and  wife,  Asahel 
Clark  and  wife,  Margaret  Morgan,  Mary  Nichols,  Benj.  and  Eunice  D.  Smith, 
Emeline  M.  Smith,  Dr.  Stephen  Peck,  Dr.  Cornelius  Ormes,  Jolm  H.  and 
Kstlier  Pray,  Matilda  Chase,  Samantha  Dix,  Dea.  Josiah  Holljrook  and  wife, 
Neheniiah  SjKTry  and  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Dix,  Reuben  Davis  and  wife,  Noah 
Harrington  and  wife.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev,  Alfred  W.  Gray.  Other 
early  pastors  were  Aaron  Van  Wormer,  Abner  D.  Olds,  O.  D.  Hibbard,  A. 
Worthiugton,  Cliarles  Merwin.  I'or  many  years  their  place  of  worship  was 
in  the  tannery,  which  had  been  fitted  up  for  that  purpose.  Their  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1846.  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  was  pastor  from  I-^'ebruary, 
1861,  until  the  last  of  November,  1875.  The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  James 
Phillips;  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  I.  I.  St.  John,  then  for  several  years 
this  church  was  supplied  occasionally  by  theological  students.  In  1886  or 
1887  Rev.  I.  Ih'odnal  commenced  a  pastorate  wliich  continued  five  years. 
The  church  has  had  no  settled  minister. 

TJtc  F)\c  Baptist  C/iinrh  of  J  larniony  was  organized  at  Nathaniel  Clark's, 
King's  Corners,  December  4,  1830;  Elders  Harmon  Jenkins  and  Thomas 
Grinold,  officiating.  The  members  were  Timothy  Walkley,  David  Lucas, 
Nathaniel  Clark,  David  Clark,  James  Alexander,  Asa  Wait,  Ebenezer  Thayer, 
Samuel  Reed,  Phineas  Chamberlain,  and  many  of  their  wives  ;  Isaac  Phelps, 
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Freeman  Williams,  Sarah  lUirnliam,  Rhoda  Keith  and  Pamelia  Baldwin. 
Asa  Wait  was  chosen  clerk.  The  first  deacon  was  David  Lucas,  chosen 
January,  1834,  and  who  held  the  oifice  till  his  death,  September  4,  1872. 
The  church  was  subsequently  moved  south  to  the  town  line  and  took  the 
name  of  "  Clynier  and  Harmony  cimrcii." 


CHAUTAUQUA. 

CHAPTER  LXXr. 

THIv  town  of  Chautauqua  originally  comprised  all  of  liiis  county  except 
its  eastern  rau^c  of  towusliips.  It  was  formed  from  the  town  of 
P^atavia,  April  ir,  1S04.  When  the  county  was  or<^ani/e(l,  March  11, 
1808,  the  town  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  the  eastern  or  loth  range  of 
townships.  All  of  the  other  towns  of  the  county  have  been  formed  from  the 
original  town,  reducing  it  to  its  present  dimensions.  It  is  irregular  in  form, 
lies  west  of  the  center  of  the  county  on  both  sides  of  the  northern  extremity 
of  the  lake  and  is  one  of  the  largest  towns,  containing  41,318  acres.  Its  sur- 
face is  hilly  and  forms  the  watershed  between  Lake  Erie  and  Chautauqua 
lake.  Chautauqua  creek  forms  part  of  the  western  boundary.  TUq  otlier 
principal  streams  are  the  Inlet,  which  empties  into  the  lake  near  Hartfield, 
Prcndcrgast's  creek  in  the  southern  part,  Dewittville  and  Mud  creeks. 
Although  the  town  is  hilly  and  broken,  and  by  reason  of  its  elevated  situa- 
tion is  exposed  to  deep  snows  and  severe  storms  in  winter,  it  has  fine  and 
striking  scenery.  PVom  the  high  hills  in  its  northern  and  western  parts  a 
magnificent  view  is  presented  of  the  grape  belt,  aud  the  wide  and  blue 
expanse  of  Lake  Erie  bearing  upon  its  bosom  the  commerce  of  the  w(  st,  and, 
in  the  distance,  one  may  see  the  shores  and  hills  of  Canada.  The  upper  por- 
tion of  Chautauqua  lake  extends  into  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  P'rom 
Mayville  a  fine  view  may  be  had  of  the  pleasant  shores  of  the  lake.  Dewitt- 
ville and  other  beautiful  bays.  Fair  Point  and  Chautauqua  Point  are  all 
within  the  town.  Within  its  limits  is  the  village  of  Mayville,  the  capital  of 
the  county,  with  which  is  associated  so  much  of  historical  interest ;  also  the 
far-famed  Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds,  picturesque  Point  Chautauqua, 
the  villages  of  Hartfield,  Summerdale  and  Dewittville,  and  the  county  alms- 
house and  asylum.  The  county  seat  being  located  here  many  of  the  events 
connected  with  it  belong  to  the  general  history,  which  see. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  by  Dr.  Alexander  Mclntyre  of  Meadville, 
in  1804.    He  built  a  log  dwelling  at  Mayville,  near  the  steamboat  landing, 
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where  are  now  the  Chautauqua  Lake  Mills.  Around  it  he  erected  a  stockade 
"  to  protect  it  from  tlie  Indians/'  as  he  said.  He  had  been  captured  by  and 
resided  with  the  Indians  many  years,  acquired  their  habits,  and  claimed 
to  have  learned  the  healing  art  from  them.  Dr.  Mclntyre's  stockade  had 
been  built,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1804,  ^^^^  Holland  Land  Company  sent  William 
Peacock  to  survey  and  map  out  a  town  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  IMayville 
then  received  its  name.  William  Green  says:  "Supplies  had  been  sent 
ahead,  and  left  in  charge  of  the  doctor  (Mclntyre),  but  n-hen  the  surveyors 
arrived  they  found  that  a  party  of  flat-boatmen  from  Fort  Pitt,  now  Pitts- 
burgh, had  been  up  and  plundered  their  storehouse  of  its  provisions.  The 
work  was  accomplished,  however,  the  party  subsisting  on  potatoes,  (it  is  not 
known  from  what  source  they  were  obtained),  and  such  game  as  they  could 
procure.  The  place  was  so  beautifully  located,  the  natural  scenery  so 
charming,  that  it  was  suggested  that  the  town  be  christened  after  tlie  ^  fairest 
month  of  all  the  year,'  so  it  was  put  down  upon  the  map  as  Mayville.  The 
territory  mapped  was  two  miles  wide,  from  Chautauqua  lake  to  tlie  two 
Chautauqua  creeks,  and  the  work  was  done  with  wonderful  accuracy,  as 
many  subsequent  surveys  have  fully  proven." 

It  appeai"s  that  boatmen  from  Pittsburgli  had  reached  the  head  of  the 
lake  at  that  early  date.  It  is  (juite  like!)'  that  it  was  the  beginning  of  the 
business  of  transporting  salt  over  the  portage  between  lakes  hhie  and  Chau- 
tauijua,  and  to  Pittsburgh  by  Chautauqua  hike,  and  the  Allegany  and  its 
tributaries.  In  1807  Captain  Jolni  Scott,  who  had  located  at  Canadaway  in 
1804,  '"^^^^  ^^^^^  married  Brilliant,  daughter  of  Deacon  Orsanius  Holmes  of 
vSheridan,  came  and  opened  among  the  hemlocks  on  the  present  site  of  May- 
ville,  a  public  inn.  Tliis,  the  first  inn,  was  made  of  logs,  and  stood  upon 
the  cast  side  of  ]\Iain  street,  between  the  Iqnscopal  church  and  the  IMayville 
House,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  ^Iclntyre's.  ]\Ir.  Scott  was  suj^ervisor 
of  Chautauqua  in  181 3.  He  removed  from  May ville  about  1826  and  died  in 
Illinois  in  1845.  In  180S  George  Lowry  settled  in  May  ville,  and  also  opened 
a  primitive  inn.  He  was  one  of  the  celebrated  family  of  ten  brothers  wlio 
with  their  mother,  ^Margaret,  emigrated  from  Ireland  in  the  last  century. 
Their  names  were  vSamuel,  Hugh,  John,  Robert,  James,  Andrew,  William, 
George,  Alexander  and  Morrow.  Most  of  them  became  early  settlers  of  hh^ie 
countN',  Pa.  In  (>eorge  Lowry \s  old  barroom  occurred  a  desperate  fight 
between  some  settlers  and  Pennsylvania  boatmen,  which  furnished  business 
for  several  of  the  earliest  terms  of  court.  His  son,  James  P.  Lowry,  was 
county  clerk  in  1828. 

In  1808  the  county  of  Chautauqua  was  organized,  and  that  year  Jonas 
Williams,  Isaac  Sutherland  and  Asa  Ransom,  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  decide  upon  the  county  seat,  erected  a  large  hemlock  post "  at  Mayville 
to  designate  the  spot  fixed  l)y  them.    Altliough  the  county  was  not  com- 
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j)k-tcly  or;^^alli/.c(l,  measures  were  iinincdiatcly  taken  to  pre]\iic  the  comity 
seat  for  the  i)iiblic  i)urposes  for  wliich  it  was  desij^ned.  Darius  Dexter  had 
come  to  Chautauqua  from  Herkimer  county  tliat  spring.  To  liim  the  con- 
tract was  oriven  by  Joseph  Kllicott  to  cut  and  clear  a  road  commenciuj^  at 
the  liead  of  Chautauqua  lake  and  extending  i ; i  miles  towards  Westfield. 
He  cut  this  road,  now  Main  street,  six  rods  wide,  and  cleared  it  to  the  width 
of  tlirec  rods.  He  also  cleared  the  land  of  the  public  square.  Dr.  John  E. 
Marshall,  a  well  educated  physician,  now  moved  into  the  woods  that  covered 
the  site  of  Mayvillc.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Deacon  Orsamus  Holmes 
of  vSheridan  in  1810.    (vSee  page  257). 

The  primitive  condition  of  Mayville  and  its  sparse  ])opulation  is  described 
by  John  Russell  who  visited  it  about  that  time. 

Inlialiilants  were  few  when  I  came  from  the  Cross  lloads,  (Wcstficlil )  to  Mayville.  .lohn 
Scott's  was  the  first  Ijoiise  iti  that  lliick  forest  of  hejnlook.  I  iiu[uire«l  how  far  it  was  to  tlie 
lake.  Dr.  John  Marshall  reside*!  tlu  te.  Mr  aii 'Were'l  altoul  oiie-«iuarler  (»f"  a  mile.  I  looked, 
h\it  I  eould  not  st  e  atiythin^  hut  a  lliiek  heinloek  (orest,  ami  imderhriish  s«)  ihiek  that  I  could 
Tiot  see  a  man  ten  rods.  I  went  on  and  soon  came  to  Oeorj^e  l^owry's.  He  lived  in  a  snjall  hut. 
He  said  he  kept  tavern  and  could  accommo<late  me.  The  lake  liove  in  sij.^ht.  I  went  on,  and 
tliere  was  old  Mclntyre  hack  of  his  liouse,  which  was  picketed.  I-'rontinj^  the  lake  the  ])ickets 
were  ei}.;ht  feet  hi}.^h  out  of  tlie  ground.  I  really  thought  they  were  put  there  to  defend  tlie 
town  in  case  of  attack. 

In  1809  Artemas  Hearick,  a  native  of  Ma.s.sachusette,  came  from  Che- 
nango to  Mayville.    He  was  early  appointed  one  of  the  associate  judges. 

The  anticipation  of  a  complete  organization  of  the  county  with  Mayville 
as  its  county  seat,  now  influenced  people  to  take  up  residence  there.  As 
courts  were  soon  to  be  held,  attorneys  were  the  first  to  be  attracted.  Anselm 
Potter,  the  first,  and  Dennis  Hrackett,  the  second  lawyer  of  the  county,  both 
settled  here  in  1810,  and  Casper  Rouse  a  little  later.  Pjrackett  built  an  office, 
which  was  crushed  .soon  after  by  a  faliing  tree.  The  same  year  the  Holland 
I^and  Comi)any  erected  an  office  for  the  .sale  of  their  lands,  and  ^Villiam 
Peacock,  their  well-known  agent,  took  up  his  residence  here.  Jonathan 
Thompson,  one  of  the  first  as.sociate  judges  of  the  county  came  from  Saratoga 
county  to  Mayville  in  1810;  four  years  later  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania. 
William  Tinkcom,  from  Saratoga  county,  for  many  years  a  well-known  inn 
kee])er  in  Mayville,  became  a  resident  here  that  \-ear.  In  181  i,  the  county 
having  become  fully  organized.  Captain  Scott  enlarged  his  log  tavern  b\'  a 
plank  frame  addition  of  green  lumber  for  a  court  house.  In  it,  the  June 
before  it  was  completed,  the  first  court  of  record  was  held,  and,  in  October, 
tlie  board  of  supervisors  here  met.  There  were  but  two  members,  Matthew 
Prendergast,  of  Cliautanqua,  and  Philo  Orton  of  Pomfret.  This  year  Mor- 
row Ix)wry  settled  in  Mayville.  His  son.  Morrow  !>.,  born  in  Mayville  in 
1813,  afterwards  was  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 
Nathaniel  A.  Lowry,  son  of  Alexander,  settled  in  Jamestown,  and  Hugh  W. 
Lowry,  a  merchant  of  Westfield,  was  the  son  o^  another  of  the  brothers. 
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Jediah  Prendergast  came  to  Mayville  in  181 1.  He  was  the  first  physician. 
William  Prendergast,  his  nephew,  the  second  physician,  soon  followed  him 
here.  William  Prendergast,  son  of  r^Iartin  and  Phebe  (Holmes)  Prendergast, 
grandson  of  William  the  physician,  and  great  grandson  of  Matthew,  was  b.orn 
in  Chantau([na  in  1S54.  Hs  was  educated  at  I\ra}'ville  academy,  and  was 
graduated  from  Jefferson  medical  college  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  18S3.  He 
then  located  at  Mayville,  where  he  has  been  a  successful  physician.  In  181 1 
the  first  store  was  established  in  Mayville  by  Jediah  and  iMartin  Prendergast. 
William  Smith  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mayville.  He  was  born  in 
Massacliusetts  in  180S,  emigrated  to  Oneida  county,  and  a  few  years  later  to 
^layville,  where  he  opened  a  law  office.  He  was  appointed  surrogate  in  182 1, 
which  office  he  held  for  19  years.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  A/ay- 
villi-  Scntiiicl.     He  died  in  i860. 

While  settlement  was  now  being  rapidly  made  in  Mayville,  and  the  vil- 
lage advanced  in  the  short  period  of  seven  years  from  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, without  a  single  settler,  to  be  the  capital  of  an  extensive  county,  with 
a  clerk's  office,  land  office,  inns  and  many  habitations,  rude,  it  is  true,  and 
other  parts  of  the  town  of  Chautauqua  were  being  settled  also.  In  1805 
Peter  Barnhart,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  located  a  short  distance  north  of 
Point  Chautauqua.  His  sons,  Jonathan,  Peter  and  Henry,  also  settled  in  the 
town.  Jonathan  Smith  in  the  same  year  made  the  first  .settlement  on  the 
west  side  near  the  grounds  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly.  The  Prendergasts 
in  March,  1806,  contracted  for  a  large  tract  of  land  near  the  Chautauqua 
Assembh'  grounds,  and  the  same  month  James  and  William  Prendergast,  Jr., 
erected  a  log  house  there.  In  June  the  family  arrived.  (See  page  182).  Filer 
Sackett  in  June,  1805,  bought  land  at  Dewittville  where  John  Mason  early 
.settled.  He  married  Maria,  daughter  of  Capt.  Anson  Leet.  Darius  Scofield 
settled  early  at  Dewittville.  His  sons  were  Seely  ;  Darius  ;  Gleni  W.,  a  law- 
yer of  Warren,  Pa.,  several  terms  a  representative  in  Congress  ;  Benjamin 
I\  ;  Timothy  Bryant,  a  lawyer.  Nathan  and  Daniel  Cheney  early  settled  a 
mile  north  of  Dewittville.  John  Miles  with  a  large  family  settled  on  lot  9, 
near  the  east  line  of  the  town.  Dr.  Lawton  Richmond,  the  third  physician, 
settled  near  Dewittville  in  181 1.    He  removed  to  Westfield. 

Philo  Hopson  from  Herkimer  count)',  settled  a  mile  north  of  Hartfield 
upon  land  bought  in  1809.  At  an  earh-  day  he  and  William  Bateman  built 
a  sawmill  at  Hartfield.  Zaccheus  Hanchett  settled  on  lot  23*.  Dexter 
Barns,  a  noted  axe-maker,  first  settled  in  Stockton  where  he  built  its  first 

♦Zaccheus  Ha iichctt  was  one  of  tlic  pioneers.  He  came  to  Chaulaiuiua  Iroiii  Herkimer  in  1812  with  his 
family  ami  settled  north  of  Hartfield  where  in  iSio  he  had  taken  np  ',50  acres,  bnilt  a  lo^  house  and  commenced 
to  clear  land.  His  wife  was  I,ucy  Cotlrell.  Mr.  Hancliett  resided  iti  town  until  his  deatli.  His  son.  Ambrose. 
'!H>rn  iti  Worthiiif^loii,  M;!.-%.-..,  Novemlier  i7<>"^,  lias  l)een  a  resident  liere  .since  iSij.  His  first  wife  was  a  How- 
ard. He  married  stoon.l  Harriet  Motitwi  U.  Tlu  ir  dau;.(hter  l-'.fhe  marrie<l  John  M.  Wood.  A  son  of  Mr. 
Hanchett  served  in  the  civil  war.  Daviil  Shearman,  son  of  Silas  Shearman,  l>orn  iu  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  came  with 
his  mother  in  i^j.).  He  married  Meliiula  HDiiclutt  in  i\vj  She  died  Sej)temt»er  u,  iSyi,  Mr.  Shearman  lias 
been  engaged  in  merchandising  and  agriculture.    He  died  in  .Septemher.  iSyj,  in  his  s<^th  year. 
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blacksmith  shop.  He  removed  to  Hartfield  \i'liere  he  died.  He  had  three 
sons,  Hiram,  Perry  and  Lomaii. 

Darius  Dexter,  after  cutting  out  Main  street  and  clearing^  the  public 
square  in  Mayville  in  1S08,  returned  east  and  came  back  the  liext  spring  with 
his  wife,  and  purchased  land  on  lot  20,  northeast  of  Hartfield.  John,  Wil- 
liam, Daniel,  Winsor,  Otis,  Samuel,  George  and  Stephen,  brothers  of  Darius, 
it  is  believed  came  with  him  in  1809.  His  brother  William  and  John  W. 
Winsor,  took  up  other  parts  of  the  lot  at  the  same  time.  Samuel  in  1809 
took  land  on  lot  17.  John  was  county  clerk  13  years.  He  and  Darius  had 
a  store  and  asliery  at  Dewittville.  In  1830  they  removed  to  Hast  James- 
town and  built  mills,  and  the  place  took  the  name  of  Dexterville. 

Notwithstanding  the  progress  that  had  been  made  in  settling  Mayville 

and  other  localities,  at  the  close  of  181 1  but  little  inroads  had  really  been 

made  u])on  the  dense  forests  of  the  town.    The  winter  of  1811  and  181 2  was 

unusually  severe.    The  graphic  description  b\'  Oliver  Cleland  of  a  journey 

he  and  his  l)rother  Nathan  made  from  Cassadaga  to  Mayville,  will  give  some 

idea  of  the  hardships  endured  by  the  early  settlers. 

The  winter  of  1811  and  181 2  was  a  very  hard  one  and  the  snow  fell  live  feet  deep  in  the 
woods.  There  was  but  one  house  from  Cassadaj^a  to  Mayville,  12  miles,  and  nothinj^  but  marked 
trees.  There  came  a  man  there  called  Captain  Leet.  He  came  in  the  spring  of  181 1  and  built 
a  ca])in,  cleared  off  what  he  could  and  raised  some  potatoes.  When  winter  came  it  shut  him  in, 
and  he  saw  no  human  being  all  the  winter  but  his  owi^  family.  When  the  spring  opened,  he 
cleared  more  land,  planted  corn  and  potatoes,  and  worked  through  the  summer.  He  said  he 
wouhl  not  be  blocked  in  there  another  winter  with  his' family,  and  so  it  proved.  About  the 
first  of  November  my  brother  Nathan  and  I  took  our  axes  an<l  went  through  the  woods  to  May- 
ville in  quest  of  work.  There  were  four  or  five  familie>  there.  John  Scott  had  built  the  first 
courthouse,  we  found  George  Lowry  there  with  his  family,  I  believe  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  he 
kept  tavern.  He  hired  us  to  chop  for  him  20  cords  of  3  foot  wood  at  25  cents  a  cord  and  board. 
We  finishe<l  on  the  8th  of  November.  On  the  9th  we  started  for  home  after  we  had  eat  our 
breakfast.  We  had  not  gone  more  than  half  a  mile  when  it  began  to  snow,  ami  I  thought,  and 
still  tljink,  I  never  saw  it  snow  .so  fast.  When  we  got  about  half  way  to  Mr.  Leet's,  we  met 
liiiii  with  his  family,  two  teams  and  two  sleds  coming  out  of  the  snow  which  was  now  midleg 
deep.  He  told  us  we  would  be  oblige<l  to  stay  at  his  house  that  night,  (aiessed  we  would  find 
fire  there  which  we  did.  We  did  not  go  more  than  half  a  mile  before  the  tracks  of  the  sleds 
were  entirely  covered.  We  wallowed  on  and  before  dark  reached  the  house.  The  snow  by 
this  time  was  knee  deep.  We  were  tired  and  hungry,  having  eaten  nothing  since  breakfast. 
What  was  to  be  done?  I  told  my  brother  to  gf>  l<>  cutting  rails  fi)r  wood  and  I  would  go  and 
hunt  the  ])otato  hole,  i  found  the  fragments  of  an  old  basket,  took  it,  went  out,  kicked  and 
pulle(l  away  the  snow  and  got  about  a  peck.  Whei!  I  got  in  my  brother  had  a  good  lire  and 
we  roasted  part  of  them  for  supi)er  and  slept  on  the  lloor.  In  t!ie  morirng  we  roasted  the  rest 
of  our  potatoes  for  breakfast,  filled  our  pockets  with  those  not  eaten  and  started.  It  had  stopped 
snowing,  but  the  stiow  was  u]>  to  our  waists.  We  went  about  20  rods  and  turned  back  with  very 
ktng  countenance's  but  not  discouraged.  In  the  chamber  floor  was  some  pretty  wide  boards,  and 
out  of  thc;m  we  made  boanl  snowshoes.  I  found  some  tow  that  I  made  up  into  strings,  and  we 
tied  tlie  boards  on  our  feet  arnl  started.  They  hehl  us  u{)  so  we  wouldn't  go  into  the  snow  oidy 
ab<)iit  ankle  deep.  The  new  snow  was  3  feet  <leep  and  was  very  heavy.  In  travelling  we  took 
turns  in  going  ahead,  the  one  that  went  behind  having  the  advantage  of  the  other's  tracks. 
We  eat  our  potatoes  f«)r  dinner  in  the  woods  wliere  is  now  Delanti.  Joseph  Sackett  liad  got  on 
to  the  hiil  between  Cassadaga  and  Hear  Lake,  but  had  made  no  improvement.    When  we  got 
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there  lie  had  gone  down  to  Cassadaga  with  a  horse  to  break  the  road,  so  we  dismissed  our 
boards  and  walked  on  and  make  out  to  get  home. 

The  Mr.  Leet  mentioned  was  Captain  Anson  Leet  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  from  Herkimer  county  in  1810,  and  settled  in  Stockton.  In  1814  he 
purchased  the  land  at  Chautauqua  Point,  formerly  known  as  Leet's  Point, 
and  was  the  first  to  settle  at  Point  Chautauqua.  He  had  11  children,  Jona- 
than D.  ;  vSimeon  ;  Timothv  ;  Lewis  ;  Eliza,  who  married  Nehemiah  Her- 
rick  ;  Caroline,  who  married  William  Vorce  formerly  sheriff ;  Maria,  who. 
married  John  Mason  ;  P'ranklin,  who  married  first  Sally  Sumner  and  lives 
near  the  old  homestead  ;  William,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
has  been  county  treasurer  three  terms  ;  ^lary,  wlio  married  Henry  W.  Barn- 
hart  ;  Julia  Ann. 

William  Hunt,  the  next  year  settled  lot  29,  township  3.  His  land 
included  tlie  Chautauqua  Assembly  Grounds.  He  had  9  children,  among 
them  P^lvacinda,  who  married  Oliver  Hitchcock,  father  of  Corydon  Hitch- 
cock once  sheriff,  and  Elzaide,  who  married  John  Scott,  father  of  William 
H.  Scott  of  Cierry.  There  were  others  who  settled  early.  In  the  southeast 
part  Samuel  Porter,  Jared  Irwin,  Ichabod  Wing,  Pvphraim  Plammond  and 
Robert  Lawson.  Richard  Whitney,  father  of  Henry,  Tliomas  and  Ricliard, 
settled  upon  lot  21.  David  Morris  settled  on  lot  38.  His  sons  were  John 
B.  ;  Hon.  Lorenzo  of  Fredonia,  an  able  lawyer,  state  senator  ;  Thomas  ; 
PZdwin  ;  Pliineas  J.  In  the  south  part  Alfred  Paddock,  David  Adams,  Rob- 
ert Donaldson,  Palta  Sweatland,  Dennis  and  Ava  Hart,  Samuel  Hustis  and 
William  Prowler.  In  the  southwest  part  Jacob  Putnam,  and  Joseph  Davis  in 
tlie  north  part.  William  T.  Howell  settled  a  mile  northeast  of  Mayville  in  1816. 

Mary  Justina  Johnson  was  the  only  child  of  wealthy  parents.  Music  and 
langaa;L;e  were  her  forte,  and  wlien  four  years  old  she  had  lessons  upon  the 
piano.  She  readily  learned  to  read  I'rench,  Italian  and  German.  Her  father 
died  when  Mary  was  thirteen,  and  soon  after  the  firm  of  which  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a  partner  made  a  pretence  of  failure,  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  ignorant  of  busi- 
ness, ga\'e  up  her  papers  and  lost  her  property.  Mary  became  a  music  teacher. 
She  married  John  Leonard  Baker.  Their  children  were  Matilda,  Lawrence 
M.,  I\li/a  and  Edwin  J.  L.,  a  well-known  elergynian.  Mrs.  Baker  married 
second  Samuel  B.  Porter,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  a  native  of  P>allston  Springs, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Porter  had  purchased  200  acres  of  land  four  miles  south  of  Ma\  - 
ville.  After  clearing  an  acre  and  building  a  log  cabin,  he  brought  liis  wife 
and  her  tv/o  \oungest  cliildren  to  their  new  home  in  the  wilderness.  Mrs. 
Porter  keenly  telt  the  loneliness,  separated  from  friends  and  witliout  near 
neighbors,  but  her  correspondence  with  lier  schoolmate  and  life-long  friend, 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Mott,  was  a  great  comfort  to  her.  At  first  Mr.  Porter  was 
ol)]iged  to  obtain  fiour  from  Erie,  Pa.,  and  later  from  Jamestown.  The  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  lite  soon  undermined  his  health,  consumption  developed,  and 
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Mrs.  Porter  supported  the  family  by  teaching;  music  in  Mayvillc,  Westflcld, 
Fredonia  and  Jamestown.  Her  pupils  were  amoni^  the  best  families.  Their 
daughter,  Olive  H.,  but  thirteen,  was  the  home-kee])er  and  cared  for  her 
father.  Mr.  Porter  died  in  October,  1863.  Mrs.  Porter  died  in  November, 
1848,  after  a  life  of  usefulness,  patience  and  indomitable  coura^;!.'.'"  Their 
daughter,  Olive  H.,  married  Robert  P.  Hewes,  who  died,  aged  80,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1^94.  They  have  eight  living  children  :  r^Iary  J.  P.,  CassiusM.  C, 
John  W.,  Franklin  S.,  Robert  V.  A.,  Thomas  vS.,  Edward  P.  and  Minnie  G. 
John  W.  married  Jessie  B.,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  J.  Decker.  She 
died  in  December,  1893.  Edward  B.  married  Fluvilla  P>,  Tucker,  grand- 
daughter of  Lucius  Lombard  of  Ripley  ;  they  have  three  children,  (  jeorge  R., 
Fluvilla  and  F^dward  15. 

The  principal  events  in  the  history  of  the  town  subsequent  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  county  seat  and  the  building  of  the  first  courthouse  have  already 
been  related.  Mayvillc,  as  the  place  for  holding  the  courts,  the  meeting  of 
the  board  of  supervisors,  the  keeping  of  the  public  records  and  the  transac- 
tion of  the  general  business  of  the  county,  soon  grew  into  a  village  of  imj^ort- 
ance  and  naturally  attracted  leading  and  influential  citizen^^  to  become  resi- 
dents. Samuel  S.  Whallon  when  a  boy  came  with  his  parents  to  Mayvillc, 
about  1 81 2,  and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1858.  He  was  a  prominent 
merchant,  a  member  of  assembly,  and  in  1856  was  elected  canal  commis- 
sioner, and  held  that  office  until  he  died.  About  1815  Jedidiah  Tracy* 
moved  to  IMayville  from  F>ie  county.  Pa.,  and  kept  for  many  years  one  of 
the  most  popular  and  best  known  inns  in  the  county.  It  was  patronized  l)y 
judges,  lawyers,  jur\'men,  witnesses,  litigants,  and  all  whom  business  called 
to  court.  Robertson  Whiteside  settled  in  Chautauqua  al)out  1820.  He  was 
subsecpiently  treasurer  of  the  county  and  a  member  of  assembly.  In  1822 
TlK^mas  A.  (Jsborne  came  to  Mayvillc,  at  first  was  a  law  partner  of  Jacob 
Houghton.  In  1834  he  was  a  member  of  assembly,  and  in  1843  and  1844 
first  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  In  1834  he  with  others  established 
\.\\Q  Mayril/c  SrniifK^.  Jesse  Brooks  came  to  Ma\  ville  and  became  a  mer- 
c'nant.  He  was  postmaster  for  twenty  years  siicceeding  Jedidiah  Tracy. 
William  Green,  long  a  well-known  citizen  and  law\  er,  came  to  Ma\  ville  to 
reside  in  1824.  His  brother,  Richard  ().,  once  a  county  clerk,  and  (xeorge 
A.,  surrogate,  came  to  Mayville  later.  In  1828  increased  facilities  for  com- 
munication with  Jamestown  was  given  to  Mayville  by  the  side-wheel  steam- 
boat Chautauqua.  She  made  her  first  trip  July  4,  1828.  This  year  Omar 
I'arwell  came  to  Mayville  and  engaged  in  the  tanning  business  and  estab- 
lished a  store.  John  Birdsall  about  this  time  became  a  residen^and  one  of 
its  most  distinguished  citizens.    Daniel  Tennant  eniigratcd  from  Scotland 

*  ■' Sjk  II  his  first  n.inie  with  two  '  i's' l»ccansc  he  insistc*!  thnt  was  the  way  it  shotiUl  be  spolU  el."— 
JUnmn  flrocKirtii/. 
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and  about  1748  settled  in  Connecticut  where  his  son  Daniel  was  born  about 
1761,  and  when  18  entered  the  Revolutionary  army,  was  at  West  Point  at 
the  time  of  the  treason  of  Arnold,  saw  the  American  cannons  spiked  prepar- 
atory to  a  surrender  to  the  British  and  saw  IMajor  Andre  after  his  capture. 
He  married  Miss  Hale  of  Irish  birth.  She  had  two  brothers  in  the  Ameri- 
can army.  After  the  war  he  settled  at  Waterville,  Oneida  county.  Daniel 
Tennaut,  his  son,  born  in  1802,  came  to  this  county  in  1827  and  bought  a 
wild  timber  land  about  three  miles  northeast  of  Hartfield.  Later  he  married 
Hephzibah  M.  Leech,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1807,  ^iioved  to  Buf- 
falo with  her  parents  whose  home  was  burned  b)'  the  British  in  181 2.  I\Irs. 
Tcnnaut  died  in  1874;  ^Ir.  Tennant  died  in  1890.  He  was  a  Whig  and 
Republican. 

P>etweeu  1830  and  1835  many  public  improvements  were  made  in  the 
town,  and  many  citizens  of  worth  came  to  ^Liyville.  In  1830  it  was  incor- 
porated as  a  village.  In  1831  Matthew  P.  Bemus,  son  of  Charles  Bemus, 
came  to  Mayville  to  reside.  He  was  born  in  Ellery,  January  4,  1831.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  citizens,  took  an  active  part  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Cross  Cut  railroad,  and  held  many  important  public  p'j;:itions. 
In  1832  the  count)'  poorhouse  was  erected  and  the  jail  was  built.  An  act 
was  passed  that  year  to  incorporate  the  Mayville  and  Portland  R.  R.  Com- 
pany, capital  $150,000,  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Portland  Harbor  to 
Chautauqua  lake.  The  design  was  'not  carried  into  execution.  In  1833 
Donald  McKenzie  came  to  Mayville.  He  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  county.  (See  page  346).  August  18,  1825,  niarried  Adel- 
gonda  Humbert  Droz,  daughter  of  Alphonzo  Humbert  Droz,  of  Berne,  Switz- 
erland. He  resided  here  until  his  death,  January  20,  1851.  His  life  had 
been  one  of  much  adventure.  He  was  a  man  of  ability,  of  enterprise  and  of 
honor.  He  left  a  large  and  much  respected  family.  In  April,  1834,  May- 
ville Academy  was  incorporated,  and  a  substantial  building  of  brick  erected 
!i[)on  the  hill  opposite  the  courthouse,  which  o\'erlooks  Chautauqua  lake  and 
commands  a  fine  view.  In  the  fall  the  JAn'rv/A- .SV//////^7  was  establislic-d  by 
W' illiam  Kibbic.  About  a  year  afterwards  Bcman  Brock\va\'  Ijccamo  j)ropri- 
etor  and  conduclcd  it  successful!)'  for  ten  years,  when  he  removed  to  Oswego. 
It  was  then  conducted  by  Jolin  V.  Phelps  until  his  decease  in  1S7S. 

In  1S35  the  new  courthouse  was  built,  and  the  public  execution  of  Damon 
occurred  in  Ma\  ville,  on  the  sidehill  not  far  from  the  academy.  (See  p:«ge 
336.)  February  6,  1836,  the  land  office  was  destroyed  by  a  mob,  and  was 
thereafter  opened  and  kept  at  Westfield.    (See  page  339). 

William  A.  Mayborne  came  to  Mayville  to  reside  about  1836*,  and  Wil- 
liam Gifford,  a  well  known  citizen,  about  1841.    In  1854  Milton  Smith  was 

♦William  A.  Maylnjriie  is  a  dcsoeinlaiit  of  John  Maj  lKirne  of  Kent  County,  Hiij^laml.  His  father,  William, 
came  to  America  in  1S22,  worked  as  a  Srick  mason  in  New  York  City.  In  iH.'-,  )ie  came  with  his  family,  "  look 
up  "  a  lot  of  120  acres  of  wiUl  land  in  Sherman,  cleared  the  lanil  and  ma(Je  a  home.    He  had  four  gir^  and  two 
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elected  sheriff  and  became  a  lifelong  resident  onMayville.  Amos  K.  Warren, 
afterwards  sheriff,  came  to  Mayville  to  reside  in  1862.  One  of  the  most 
important  events  favorably  affecting  the  interests  of  Mayville  was  the  build- 
ing of  the  Buffalo  &  Oil  Creek  cross-cut  railroad,  now  the  Western  New 
York  <S:  Pennsylvania  railroad,  chartered  in  1865.  It  runs  from  Brocton 
through  ]\Iayville  to  Corry,  Pa.    Its  length  was  43.2  miles,  37.2  in  this  state. 

A  county  farm  of  100  acres  having  been  purchased  near  Dewittville,  a 
substantial  brick  poorhouse  was  erected  in  1832,  which  was  used  until  the 
present  one  was  erected  in  1870.  lUiildings  for  the  insane  have  been  suc- 
cessively built  there  in  1839,  1851,  1858,  and  in  1868  a  fine  three-story 
building  3'')Xioo  was  erected,  which,  with  furniture,  etc.,  cost  $20,000.  The 
main  building  of  the  i>rescnt  poorhouse  is  four  stories  high  with  frontage  of 
104  feet,  and  depth  of  68  feet.  From  the  rear  there  is  a  center  wing  22  feet 
wide,  57.5  feet  long,  two  stories  high.  The  cost  of  building  was  $36,226  and 
its  furnishings  $1,500.  When  it  was  built  it  was  the  most  beautiful  building 
in  the  county,  and  was  declared  by  official  visitors  to  be  the  finest  and  best- 
managed  county  house  in  the  state.  The  farm  now  has  338.5  acres,  and 
the  whole  property  is  valued  over  $90,000.  The  citizens  of  the  county  have 
just  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  care  it  has  taken  of  its  poor.  Merwin  E.  Smith 
is  the  keeper  and  farm-manager.  Mr.  Smith's  father,  Eldridge  Smith,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  came  to  this  county  with  his  parents  when  but  12  years 
old,  in  1845  married  Mary  J.  Hale.  Merwin  E.  Smith  was  born  in  Ellery, 
October  13,  1853,  married  Lizzie  Payne,  IMarch  6,  1879.  After  two  years 
service  as  assistants  upon  the  county  farm,  January  i,  1885,  Mr.  Smith  w^as 
appointed  keeper,  and  Mrs.  Smith  matron  of  the  insane  asylum,  which  posi- 
tions they  held  until  the  removal  ,of  the  insane  to  Buffalo,  July  3,  1891. 
January  i,  1892,  Mr.  vSmith  was  a])pointcd  keeper,  and  Mrs.  Smith  matron 
of  the  almshouse.  Mention  should  here  be  made  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard 
Wood  who  had  charge  of  the  county  house  from  April  i,  1863,  to  May  i, 
1882,  when  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Wood  the  care  until  the  next  April  devolved 
on  Mrs.  Wood.  She  was  born  in  Dewittville,  April  26,  1823,  her  maiden 
name  being  Sarah  M.  Dayton.    Her  administration  as  matron,  and  especially 

Un  s.  His  son,  William  A.,  was  l>orn  in  Kn(2:'a"<i.  December  7,  1^12,  came  in  iS2'S,  worked  on  the  home  farm 
uiitil  i'»v4-  In  i'-;,';  he  Tnarried  Mary,  <ianRhter  of  Samuel  and  Jane  Willing  of  Chautauqua,  an<l  located  on  his 
farm  in  Mina.  In  i^T,f^  he  moved  to  the  farm  where  he  live<l  until  iSSi,  when  he  11  adc  his  residence  in  May- 
ville. In  Mr.  MaylHjrnc  was  elected  one  of  three  superintendents  of  the  county  jKxor  and  held  the  position 
nine  years.  With  Dr.  I'*.  II.  Urcwer  of  Westfield  he  .served  on  a  committee  having?  char>:e  of  the  erection  of  the 
county  house,  much  of  the  work  dcvolvinR  upon  Mr.  Maylwrne.  He  was  also  ]X)Stal  clerk  on  the  I,ake  Shore 
tSc  Michigan  Southerji  R.  K.    His  otily  surviving  chiM  is  William  II.,  who  lives  in  Wisconsin. 

Hiram  Spencer,  so!i  of  William  Spencer,  was  lM>rn  in  Ivist-town,  Washington  county,  January  31,  |S<J9. 
In  iS\3  he  married  Jvveline  llrown,  in  1R37  he  moved  to  M.iyville,  entered  the  cjnploy  of  Charles  r.andcrs  ns  a 
harness  maker  ;  in  1843  he  engaged  in  biislne.ss  for  liimselJ'and  continued  until  i&^<>  when  he  retired.  In  1S73 
Mrs.  Spencer  died,  and  Mr.  Spencer  married  in  1K75,  Corneha,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Lucy  (Taylor)  Du.shee. 
Mr.  lJushee  came  from  Vermont  in  1R37  and  settled  we.st  of  Mayville.  Mr.^  Spencer  has  five  children  living  :  he 
ha«l  two  .sons  in  the  civil  war;  William  11.,  who  enlisted  in  1H61  in  Sixth  Regt.,  Missouri  Vols.,  was  wounded 
ami  died  in  hospital  in  St.  Louis,  Mo,,  in  1863  ;  John  B.  enlisted  in  1S62  in  the  112  Regt.  N.  V.  .  Vols.  He  came 
home  in  iw^^  on  a  furlough,  but  thi))  was  extended  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  he  died  in  Septemt>cr, 
1864,  from  disease  contracted  in  service. 
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her  kindness  to  the  insane,  was  highly  approved  and  showed  her  to  be 
pccnliarly  fitted  for  tlie  discharge  of  lier  duties.  She  died  August  6,  1894, 
at  the  lionie  of  her  daughter  Mrs.  F.  M.  Hunt. 

As  a  result  of  the  Chautauqua  movement  commenced  in  1873,  Fair  Point 
has  been  transformed  into  a  unique  and  permanent  village,  and  become  a 
most  valuable  addition  to  the  town.  The  lands  that  border  the  upper  part 
of  the  lake  within  the  town  have  greatly  increased  in  value.  September 
30,  1S75,  Point  Chautauqua  Association  was  incorporated,  the  first  step 
towards  the  improvement  of  Leet's  Point,  the  most  beautiful  and  sightly  point 
on  the  lake,  upon  which  many  fine  cottages  and  costly  buildings  have  been 
erected.  With  the  building  of  the  poorhouse,  the  founding  of  Chautauqua 
and  of  Chautauqua  Point,  the  permanent  prosperity  of  the  town  was  assured 
and  also  that  of  ^layville,  which  is  now  provided  with  water-works,  electric 
lights,  etc.  By  the  census  of  1890  its  population  was  1,164.  '^^^^  town, 
including  all  its  villages,  by  the  same  census  has  3,259.  Mayville  is  the 
residence  of  many  of  tlic  county  officers  and  leading  citizens  of  tlie  county. 

Albion  Wincgar  Tourgee  was  born  at  Williamsfield,  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  May  2,  1838.  He  was  educated  as  a  lawyer  at  Rochester  X'niversity, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Painesville,  Ohio.  He  is  nationally  known  from 
his  able  judicial  administration  in  North  Carolina  during  the  reconstruction 
period,  and  his  reputation  as  a  literary  man,  arising  from  his  authorship  of 
several  semi-historical  novels,  such  as  "  A  FooPs  Errand,"  Pricks  Without 
Straw,"  and  other  works,  rie  founded  and  conducted  for  some  years  one  of 
the  finest  American  magazines,  Our  Continent."  He  practiced  law  for  a 
time  at  (ireensl^oro,  X.  C,  and  made  his  home  at  Mayville  June  i,  18S1. 

Hon.  Almon  A.  Van  Dusen,  judge  of  the  county  courts,  was  born  in 
Jamestown,  Januar\'  3,  1843,  received  his  education  at  Jamestown  Academy 
and  Chamberlain  Institute,  connnenccd  the  study  of  law  with  Alexander 
Sheldon,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  November  19,  1.S66,  and  was  afterwards 
licensed  to  practice  in  tlie  Tnited  vStates  district  court  for  the  N(jithern  Dis- 
trict t)f  New  \'ork.  He  connnenced  practice  at  Mayville.  In  he  was 
appointed  count)' judge  Ijy  (iov.  Hill,  to  fill  a  vacanc)' occasioned  b\- the  elec- 
tion of  Hon.  John  vS.  Lambert  as  justice  of  the  supreme  court.  At  the  exj)i- 
ration  of  his  term  Judge  Van  Dusen  was  nominated  lor  county  judge  by  the 
Democratic  party,  and  elected  over  Jerome  P.  P^isher,  Republican,  by  a 
majority  of  899. 

Victor  A.  Albro,  county  clerk,  was  born  in  Westfield,  Oct.  10,  1846,  wa> 
educated  at  the  common  schools,  and  was  a  cabinet  maker  until  1862,  when 
lie  enlisted  in  the  112th  regiment  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
afterwards  inoved  to  Mayville,  and  was  clerk  in  the  county  clerk's  office 
under  Charles  L.  Norton,  Richard  Willing,  John  R.  Robertson,  Herman  Six- 
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bey,  Jolin  J.  Aldrich,  T.  D.  Baldwin,  A.  H.  Stafford  and  E.  P.  Putnam.  In 
1891  be  was  nominated  and  elected  county  clerk. 

Cbarles  J.  Jenner  of  Jamestown,  sbcriff,  and  Pulaski  M.  Parker  of  PVedo- 
nia,  deputy  sberiff,  bave  tbeir  office  at  Mayville.  Hon.  Daniel  Sbernian, 
surrogate,  bolds  courts  at  tbe  surrogate's  office  in  tbe  courtbouse.  He  also 
bolds  surrogate's  courts  eacb  niontb  in  Jamestown,  Dunkirk  and  P'orestville. 
During  liis  absence  from  Mayville  tbe  surrogate's  office  is  in  cbarge  of  bis 
clerk,  Will  D.  Parker,  son  of  Dr.  Cbarles  Parker.    (vSee  Harmony). 

Marion  W.  Scofield  bas  been  twice  elected  treasurer  of  tbe  county.  His 
great-grandfatber  was  born  in  Stamford,  Conn.  His  grandfatber,  Miles  Sco- 
field, early  moved  from  tbe  east  to  Obio.  Klias  vScofield,  bis  fatber,  came 
from  Obio  and  settled  in  Ellcry,  wbere  Marion  \V.  was  born  4S  \  cars  ag\). 
Mr.  vScofield  bas  for  24  years  been  engaL^cd  in  mercbandising  and  manu- 
facturing. 

James  H.  Flagler,  tbe  late  postmaster  at  Mayville,  was  born  in  Royal- 
ton,  Niagara  county,  Marcb  8,  1835.  Jobn  H.  Flagler,  bis  fatber,  was  born 
in  Wasbington  county,  came  to  tbis  town,  located  at  Summerdale  wbere  be 
was  tbe  owner  of  a  large  farm,  and  died  in  September,  18S7.  James  H.  Flag- 
ler was  educated  in  tbe  common  scbools  and  at  Westfield  Academy.  He 
taugbt  scbool  14  years  and  followed  farming  and  dairying.  He  tben  moved 
to  Mayville  and  engaged  in  tbe  coal  business.  Xoveinl)er  i,  1859,  be  mar- 
ried Nancy  A.  Kcyes  of  Mayville.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  was  appointed 
postmaster  in  1890  by  President  Harrison.  He  was  succeeded  in  September, 
1894,  by  P^rank  P>urns.  Mr.  Flagler  retires  to  private  life  witb  tbe  respect 
of  Republicans  and  Democrats  alike." 

Herman  vSixbey,  a  former  clerk  of  tbe  county,  tbe  only  e.\-clerk  now 
residing  at  Mayville,  was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  September  8,  1838. 
Educated  at  tbe  common  scbools,  be  engaged  in  mercbandising  at  Westfield 
until  1862,  wben,  in  August,  be  enlisted  in  tbe  ii2tb  regiment,  and  served 
until  P'ebruary  3,  1865.  He  was  a  lieutenant,  and  took  part  in  many  of  tbe 
severest  battles  of  tbe  war.  He  received  a  severe  wound  in  tbe  face  at  tbe 
siege  of  Petersburg,  was  discbarged,  and  for  tliree  years  bis  life  bung  as  by 
a  tbread.  After  bis  recovery  be  was  appointed  assistant  revenue  collector. 
Eater  be  was  elected  county  clerk  and  served  tbree  years.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  IMayville. 

William  G.  Martin,  attorney,  was  born  in  FZngland,  vScptember,  15,  1848, 
was  educated  in  tbe  common  scbools  of  New  York  and  Carey  Collegiate 

♦Rolli  kuMee  (ofl-'retich  descent  i  born  in  LancshoronRh.  Mass.,  ninrricd  Hct'-cy  ('.rt-cn  of  PiUsficUl.  and 
emigrated  to  Hllinj;ton  in  i>;j2.  Of  Jiis  cJiildrcn,  Mrs.  IRtsey  Il.itcs  of  Mllinj^'ton  and  Kolli  of  Austin.  Minn., 
hurvivc.  Homer  I'.,  (son  of  Kolli,  Sr.  )  1)or!i  in  I.anes!)on>UKli.  Sept  i~'>->,  niarrie<l  Cliloe  Wliite  of  rl  iinrield.  a 
di  si-cmliint  of  Siitnnet  \Vl»ile  of  Ivnvjliind.  I lonter  1'.  UnUlee  was  lieiili  iiant  (in<l  aHei  wtirds  Litnlnin  ol  i»  l  oni. 
J>in>  of  1 inf  n  In  (lie  .'d  Inl  ^d  lltU'fule  of  .MKHmulnixeli'*  Milllin;  In   iisiiinti!  m  (Sp,    n<   >\u,\  in 

^.UIn^•^on  Aj»rll  f>,  is^s,    Mr«*.  Knldee  du-d  March  s,  Their  two  dauKlit<  Tn,  n.itivrH  (»r  Mif«'«ae!iu'>«  Us,  h\k 

Mrs.  Mnttie  C.  lioyd  of  KlHngton  nnd  Miss  I.ou  II.  Rnblee,  who  for  the  past  vi^ht  years  has  been  eniployed  at 
the  county  clerk's  office. 
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Seminary,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  general  term  held  in  Rochester  in 
March,  1884,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Mayville  the  same  year,  and, 
with  Hon.  A.  A.  Van  Dusen,  formed  the  law  firm  of  Van  Dusen  &  Martin, 
with  offices  at  Mayville. 

Willis  Hale  Tennant,  son  of  Daniel  Tennant,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Chan- 
tauqna  in  1854.  He  attended  the  Union  School  at  Mayville,  tanght  connty 
schools  and  commenced  reading  law  with  Judge  Van  Dusen  at  Mayville  in 
December,  1876,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1880,  to  the  U.  S.  district 
court  in  1881  and  the  U.  S.  circuit  court  in  1883.  present  practising 

law  at  Mayville.  Among  the  causes  tliat  he  has  successfully  conducted  is  the 
Ellery  appeal against  the  board  of  supervisors  from  the  equalization  of 
1891,  which  resulted  in  reducing  the  equalized  valuation  of  agricultural  towns 
of  the  county  nearly  $2,500,000.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  In  1884  he 
married  De  Emma,  daughter  of  Henry  Van  Valkenburgli,  a  relative  of  ^Martin 
Van  Buren.  Her  grcat-graTidmother  was  Mary  (Adams)  Kenyon,  a  near 
relative  of  John  Ouincy  Adams. 

CiiUKCiiivS. —  77/r  /•»->/  luiptist  Cliunii  ryMAnTv'/A' was  organized  with  38 
mem])cr's,  by  IClder  Jonatluin  Wilson,  a  pioneer  missionary  from  Vermont, 
February  7,  1S20.  Mr,  W^ilson  was  the  first  ])ast(n-  of  the  church.  The 
church  edifice  was  built  in  1834. 

TJic  ChaiitaiKiiia  Socicly  0/ the  MetJiodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Mayville, 
was  formed  about  1820.  A  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  1851.  Rev. 
Arthur  C.  Bowers  commenced  his  pastorate  September  12,  1892. 

St.  PauPs  Church  of  May7'ilU\  was  organized  with  about  twenty  members 
in  April,  1823,  by  Rev.  David  Brown  the  first  pastor.  The  first  church  edi- 
fice was  completed  in  January,  1828,  and  consecrated  by  I^ishop  Hobart 
Sept.  4,  1828.  The  present  house  was  built  in  1859,  and  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Coxe,  May  18,  1865.  Rev.  G.  W.  Sinclair  Ayres  entered  upon  the 
rectorship  of  this  church  November  i,  1893.  There  are  98  communicants. 
Rev.  Mr.  Ayres  is  also  rector  of  St.  Georges  Chapel  at  Hartfield,  22  commu- 
nicants ;  and  priest^in  charge  of  the  Chapel  of  tlie  Good  Shepherd  erected  on 
the  Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds  this  spring,  at  a  cost  of  $1,650,  and  ded- 
icated and  hallowed  July  2,  1894,  by  Rt.  Rev.  A.  Cleveland  Coxe,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Western  New  York.    Number  of  communicants  80. 

The  First  MetJiodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Deceit trillc  was  formed  with 
ten  members  in  1835  by  William  GilTord.  Their  house  of  worship  was  pur- 
chased of  the  Baptists  the  same  year.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Mr.  ]]urgess. 
Rev.  Arthur  C.  Bowers  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  Eirst  Eree-ieill  Eaptist  Church  of  Chautau</ita  Ilill^  four  miles  north 
from  Hartfield,  was  organized  with  five  members  in  1840,  by  Rev.  T.  V.  Main 
the  first  pastor,  and  a  Mr.  Neely.    A  house  of  worship  was  built  about  1842. 

Su})i})iit  Church,  Methodist  Episcopal,  near  Summit  Station,  where  a 
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class  had  been  formed,  built  a  house  of  worship  through  the  instrumentality, 
it  is  said,  of  John  H.  Flagler  in  1849.  '^^^^  ^^^t  pastor  after  the  completion 
of  the  church  building  was  Rev.  John  K.  Hallock.  The  present  pastor  is 
Rev.  Hiram  W.  Williams. 

T//r  Christian  Church  at  Dewittville  was  organized  December  25,  1852, 
by  Rev.  K.  II.  Moshcr  the  first  pastor,  and  H.  H.  Plalladay.  Their  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1856.  Rev.  David  C.  Loucks  commenced  his  pastorate 
July  16,  1S93. 

AfoKfit  rirasatit  Churchy  United  Urethren,  three  and  a  half  miles  southeast 
from  Mayville,  was  organized  with  eight  members  in  1858  by  Rev.  Z.  Sulli- 
van the  first  pastor.    A  church  edifice  was  built  in  1865. 

The  Ciii'trd  BrctJurn  in  Chrisl^  of  Kim  Flats^  were  organized  with  eight 
members,  Feb.  1,1863,  I^cv.  N.  R.  Luce  the  first  pastor.  A  house  of 
worshi])  was  erected  in  1861  ;  the  present  one  in  1870.  vSeptember  i,  1890, 
Rev.  Eli  S.  May  becaine  pastor. 

Si.  Peter's  Churchy  German  United  Evangelical  Protestant,  at  Mayville, 
was  organized  with  twenty  members  in  1871  by  Pvcv.  O.  Schroder.  Their 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1871.  The  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Weber. 

.S>ivy//>// A// /'//rr^;/.?  organized  a  church  at  Mayville  in  1870;  built 
in  1872.  This  congregation  was  in  1892  about  162  strong,  and  all  in  all, 
large  and  small,  about  255.  Church  and  parsonage  are  worth  $4,000.  They 
had  a  parlor  organ,  no  choir,  a  library  of  too  volumes.  The  church  has  had 
these  pastors:  J.  W.  Kindborg  ;  1878,  A.  J.  Ostlin  ;  1882,  G.  Nelsenius  ; 
18S9,  A.  P.  vSiiter  ;  Stud.  Charles  Henderson;  1891,  O.  Strand. 

Siouuiit  Lo<to-Q^  No.  j/jy  F.  <2f  A.  J/.,  was  instituted  at  Ma\)ville  in  1818, 
and  derived  its  name  from  its  location  on  the  summit  of  the  watershed 
between  the  [Mississippi  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river  systems.  The  first  meet- 
ings were  held  in  Asahel  Lyon's  rooms,  and  the  first  officers  were  John  Dex- 
ter, W.  M.  ;  James  M.  Cochrane,  S.  W. ;  Asahel  Lyon,  J.  W.  ;  David  Eason, 
treasurer;  Calvin  Maconiber,  secretary.  The  lodge  was  discontinued  in  1824 
and  was  revived  November  4,  1850,  as  No.  219.  Its  last  meeting  at  Mayville 
v;as  held  February  14,  185 1,  and  it  was  moved  to  Westfield. 

Peacock  Lodj^e^  No.  6(^6^  F.  &  A.  J/.,  held  it  first  meeting  U.  D.  F'ebruary 
28,  1869,  received  its  charter  June  9,  1869.  '-^^^^  lodge  perpetuates  the 
name  of  a  distinguished  and  worthy  brother,  Plon.  William  Peacock,  who 
was  ever  governed  by  true  masonic  principles.  The  first  ofiicers  elected 
were  N.  G.  Luke,  W.  M.  ;  George  Wood,  S.  W.  ;  John  F.  Young,  J,  W. ; 
Amos  K.  W^arren,  treasurer ;  O.  E.  Tiffany,  secretary  ;  Wm.  S.  Gleason,  S. 
D. ;  Peter  M.  Pickard,  J.  D. 

The  State  Bank  of  Mayville^  Q:K\i\\,^  $25,000,  was  organized  this  year  and 
succeeded  the  banking  liouse  of  Skinner,  Minton  i&:  Co.,  formed  May  13, 
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1878,  by  E.  A.,  C.  P.,  and  J.  A.  Skinner  of  Westfield,  and  Henry  J.  Minton 
and  Herman  Sixbey  of  oMayville.  The  new  bank  has  these  officers  :  C.  C. 
Minton,  president ;  C.  R.  Cipperly,  vice-president ;  J.  T.  Hunt,  cashier. 
Among  the  directors  are  E.  A.  Skinner  of  Westfield,  Marion  W.  Scofield  of 
May  vi  lie. 

Sri'i:RVisoRS. — ^John  iMcMahan,  1805-6-7;  Arthur  Bell,  1808;  Thomas 
Prendcrgast,  1809  ;  Matthew  Prendergast,  1810-11  ;  Samuel  x-lyers,  1812  ; 
John  Scott,  1813  ;  John  E.  Marshall,  1814;  Martin  Prendergast,  1815-16-18, 
and  from  181 9  to  1833  ;  John  Dexter,  1817  ;  Jabez  B.  I'urrows,  1834-35-36  ; 
William  Prendergast,  1837-38-39;  Alva  Cottrell,  1840-41-46;  Dexter  Barnes, 
1842  ;  C>  rus  Underwood,  1843-44  ;  William  Green,  1845  >  Willard  W.  Crafts, 
1847-48-53;  iMartin  Prendergast,  1849-61-62-63-64;  Stephen  W.  Hunt, 
1850-51  ;  Pliram  A.  Pratt, 1852  ;  David  Woods,  1854-55  ;  John  Birdsall, 1856-57; 
William  Gifford,  1858-59  ;  IMilton  G.  f^reeman,  i860  ;  Daniel  H.  Hewes,  1865  ; 
William  P.  Whiteside,  1866;  Matthew  P.  Bemus,  1867-68-69-70-71-72  ;  John 
Birdsall,  1873-74;  Sidney  R.  Lawson,  1875-76  ;  James  M.  Hunt,  1877  ;  Lewis 
T.  Harrington,  1878-79  ;  P:zra  J.  Scofield,  1880-81-82-83  ;  Eldred  Lott,  1884; 
J.  Franklin  Hunt,  18S5-86-87  ;  Herman  Sixbey,  1888-89;  George  W.  Hewes, 
1890-91-92-93;  Thomas  Hutson,  1S94. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

HON.  WILLIAM  PHACOCK. 

One  of  the  last  survivors  of  the  strong  men  and  prominent  characters  of 
the  early  settlement  of  this  county  was  Judge  William  Peacock.  Nearly 
seventy  years  of  his  life  were  passed  here,  and  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  years  he  was  identified  with  every  phase  of  the  progress  of  the  county 
and  a  participant  in  tlie  development  of  this  region.  He  was  born  February 
22,  1780,  in  the  neigld^orhuod  of  New  York  Cit}',  and  was  son  of  Thomas  and 
Margaret  (Anderson)  Peacock,  who  had  two  other  sons,  Absalom  and  John, 
and  a  daughter,  Geneva.  After  his  return  from  serving  his  country  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  Thomas  Peacock  settled  on  a  farm  near  Geneva  in 
this  state,  where  his  children  were  brought  up  with  the  best  opportunities 
for  education  attainable,  William  devoting  himself  to  surveying,  which  was 
his  principal  pursuit  for  years,  and  the  means  of  his  accumulation  of  the 
large  landed  estates  he  required  in  various  parts  of  Western  New  York. 
Going  to  Batavia  in  1803  he  was  induced  to  enter  the  employment  of 
the  Holland  Land  Conipan\',  and  as  its  surveyor  located  and  plotted  a  large 
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part  of  the  village  of  New  Aiiisterdain  (afterwards  Piuffalo).  He  selected 
several  tracts  in  different  localities  in  the  village  which  he  purchased  at  low 
prices.  These  he  never  sold,  and  with  the  growth  of  BufTalo  they  became 
of  great  value.  (One  of  these  tracts  contained  twenty-one  acres  and  extended 
from  the  Terrace  to  Lake  Erie  between  Erie  and  Genesee  streets  with  a  valuable 
water  front  on  the  Erie  Basin.  Another  tract  lies  between  Main,  Niagara, 
Pearl  and  Eagle  streets).  He  surve\'ed  a  large  part  of  the  Genesee  \'alley, 
laid  out  and  plotted  the  village  of  Ellicottville,  and  later  the  land  in  and 
about  Mayville. 

His  ability  and  accinacy  in  surveying,  his  fine  personal  apju-arance,  his 
education  and  his  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  won  the  favor  of  his  emjiloyers, 
and  when  the  Holland  Eand  Company  located  its  office  in  the  wilderness  of 
Chautauqua  county  at  the  incipient  village  of  IMayville  he  was  appointed 
resident  agent  for  the  company  in  this  county.  He  made  his  home  at  ^lay- 
ville  in  1810  and  discharged  the  important  duties  connected  with  his  trust 
until  the  company  sold  its  lands  in  1836  and  closed  its  office.  He  was  ever 
highly  esteemed  by  his  employers,  and  by  those  he  employed  hold  as  a 
"  faithful  and  honored  friend."  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  had  personally 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  lands  and  advantages  of  the  various  sec- 
tions of  the  county,  was  enable  to  give  excellent  advice  to  the  prospective  set- 
tlers and  many  of  those  who  purchased  lands  were  guided  by  his  opinions. 
He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  of  the  Jefiersonian  type,  was  the  first  treasurer 
of  Chautauqua  county,  was  early  appointed  associate  judge  of  the  county 
court  and  during  the  early  period  of  the  county's  existence  served  it  in  many 
responsi])le  capacities.  He  was  wise  and  sagacious  in  his  forecasts  of  the 
growth  of  the  United  States,  was  one  of  the  first  to  see  the  necessity  of  a 
waterway  from  the  great  lakes  to  the  ocean,  and  furnished  the  material  for 
the  celebrated  series  of  articles  in  advocacy  of  tlie  Erie  Canal  published  in 
the  Canandaigua  J/(\^sr/{Q^rr  in  1807  and  i8c8  which  was  the  first  intelligent 
information  given  to  the  public  of  the  feasibility  of  this  great  state  work. 
The  route  he  then  suggested  was  practically  followed  in  its  construction. 
He  located  and  surveyed  the  western  division  of  the  canal  in  1816,  and  in 
1818  was  appointed  to  survey  and  make  a  report  for  constructing  BulTalo 
harbor. 

After  1836  his  attention  was  given  to  his  vast  private  business — the  leas- 
ing and  care  of  his  lands  (particularly  those  in  and  around  Mayville)  until 
extreme  old  age  caused  his  activity  to  cease.  In  all  his  business  affiiirs  he 
he  was  remarkably  reticent,  would  seldom  if  ever  make  them  a  to]>ic  of  con- 
versation, and  was  offended  if  any  one  questioned  him  concerning  them,  but 
he  was  ever  just  and  even  liberal  in  his  transaction.s,  notably  so  with  his 
tenants.  In  many  instances  he  did  not  advance  the  rental  of  his  property, 
keeping  the  price  at  the  same  figures  for  twenty  or  more  consecutive  years, 
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althoiij^h  tlie  value  thereof  liad  vastly  increased.  In  severe  winters  he  many 
times  instructed  his  agents  after  they  had  collected  the  quarter's  rent  from  an 
indigent  tenant  to  hand  the  money  back  as  a  present  from  him,  but  no  pre- 
vious intimation  of  his  intention  was  to  be  given.  For  many  years  he  would 
not  sell  any  of  his  vast  property,  which,  in  Buffalo  especially,  increased  rapidly 
in  value.  During  his  latter  years  however  he  relaxed  from  this  rule  con- 
cerning his  holdings  about  ]\Ia\'ville.  While  he  would  not  si'//  his  lands  for 
any  purpose,  he  freely  ^o-az'c  lands  for  the  ]\Iay  ville  cemetery,  the  sites  for  the 
academy,  the  district  and  the  Union  schools,  and  other  purposes,  made  large 
donations  to  the  masonic  lodge,  $5,000  at  one  time  to  free  it  from  debt,  etc. 
He  disliked  to  be  importuned  for  aid  to  charitable  objects,  but  his  liberal 
gifts  show  that  his  was  a  generous  and  philanthropic  nature. 

Judge  Peacock  as  a  social  character  was  a  connecting  link  between  the 
Englisii  lauded  proprietor  of  the  ante-Revoliition  days  and  tlie  civilization 
of  tlie  present,  lie  took  pride  in  his  lu)me,  his  family  j)()rtraits,  his  fine 
hors'.s  and  carriages  (owned  wlien  ljut  few  possessed  tliem).  He  was  the 
embodinient  of  truth  and  honesty,  detested  all  appearance  of  sham,  and  held 
oldtime  court  in  a  mansion  where  a  select  coterie  of  friends  were  ever  wel- 
comed and  entertained  in  the  courteous  and  dignified  wa\'s  belonging  to  the 
old  regime."*  He  was  esi)ecially  favored  in  his  domestic  relations.  His 
marriage,  October  3,  1807,  to  Alice  Evans,  a  niece  of  Joseph  Ellicott,  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Friend's  society,  created  for  him  an  enjoyable  home. 
She  was  the  Lady  Bountiful  of  the  community,  a  woman  of  strong  mentality 
and  christian  benevolence.  She  died  in  1859.  They  had  no  children  but 
their  place  was  filled  by  nieces  and  nephews,  who  bore  the  worthy  couple 
deep  love  and  veneration.  He  was  for  many  years  a  Freemason,  a  practiser 
of  the  masonic  virtues,  and  his  name  is  preserved  in  the  name  of  the  lodge 
in  Mayville.  He  died  February  21,  1877,  within  one  day  of  his  ninety-seventh 
birtliday.  His  last  years  were  cared  for  by  his  nieces,  Mrs.  Mary  Ferguson 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  I.  Birdsall. 


^  ELLERY.* 

:  "  CHAPTER  LXXII. 

EELERY  was  named  in  honor  of  William  Ellery,  a  signer  of  the  Declar- 
ation of  Independence.  It  was  formed  February  29,  1821,  from  the 
town  of  Chautaucpia.  It  is  the  central  town  of  the  county  and  con- 
tains 30,073  acres.  Chautauqua  lake,  for  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  fonns 
its  southwestern  boundary.    The  town  is  hilly,  the  summit  being  400  feet 
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above  Chautauqua  lake.  The  principal  streams  of  the  town  are  Benius  brook 
and  Dutch  Hollow  creek,  which  empty  into  Chautauqua  lake  ;  and  Cassa- 
daga  creek  which  passes  through  the  northeast  corner,  and  its  tributaries, 
Tower  and  Johnson  brooks.  The  most  valuable  lands  lie  along  the  shore  of 
Chautauqua.  Two  fine  capes  extend  from  the  main  land  of  Ellery  into  the 
lake,  known  as  Long  and  Bcmus  Points  and  partly  enclose  a  beautiful  bay, 
sometimes  called  the  Middle  lake.  There  is  no  large  village,  ])ut  several 
small  collections  of  houses  or  hamlets.  Along  the  shore  of  tlie  lake  there 
are  many  fine  cottages  and  also  many  pleasant  places  of  summer  resort,  Grif- 
fith's Point,  Grecnhurst,  P>emus  Point,  Long  Point  and  Maple  Springs.  In 
other  parts  of  the  town  are  the  hamlets,  }:Cllcry  Center,  West  ICllery  and 
Towerville. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  by  William  Bemus  in  the  spring  of  1806 
at  Bemus  Point.  Jeremiah  Grifiith,  about  two  weeks  after,  settled  at  Griffitirs 
point.  His  children  were  John,  Seth,  Samuel,  I'olh',  Jeremiah  and  Alexan- 
der. A  little  later,  and  the  same  spring,  Alanson  Weed  came  with  his  family 
and  settled  in  I^llery  about  two  miles  south  of  Dewittville.  Abijah  Bennett 
came  with  him,  stayed  during  the  summer,  and  the  next  winter  brought  his 
family.    (See  pages  182  and  183). 

William  J^emus,  son  of  Jotham,  Sr.,  and  Tryphena  (Moore)  Picmus,  was 
born  at  P>emus  Heights,  Saratoga  county,  N.  V.,  P'ebruary  25,  1762.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  removed  with  his  father  to  Pitts- 
town,  Rensselaer  county.  He  married  January  27,  1782,  Mary,  daughter  of 
\Vm.  Prendergast,  vSr,  (vSlc  page  178).  Mr.  Bemus  and  his  family  were  a 
part  of  the  comj)any  of  emigrants,  composed  chiefiy  of  Prendergasts,  who 
journeyed  to  Tennessee  and  returned  and  settled  in  Chautaucpia.  He  came 
to  Ripley  in  the  fall  of  1805,  and  spent  the  winter  in  Westfield  near  Arthur 
Ik'll's.  The  next  spring  he  settled  on  the  east  side  of  Cliautauqua  lake,  on 
land  bought  in  January,  1806,  at  what  has  since  been  known  as  Bemus  Point, 
in  Ellery,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  January  2,  1830,  aged  nearly  68 
years.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Bemus,  born  ]\Larcli  13,  1760,  died  July  11,  1845, 
aged  85  years.  They  had  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  removed  to  this  county. 
Their  children  were  :  Daniel,  a  physician,  removed  to  Meadville,  Pa.,  where 
lie  died  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Capt.  John  Silsby  ;  they  removed  to  Iowa  where 
they  died  ;  Tryphena,  who  married  John  Griffith,  son  of  Jeremiah  Grifiith. 
(See  page  183).  Thomas  ;  Charles  ;  Mehitabel,  wife  of  Daniel  Hazeltine  of 
Jamestown.  She  died  September  22,  1887,  aged  nearly  95  years.  James, 
who  married  Tryphena  Boyd  and  resided  at  Bemus  Point,  where  he  died. 
Charles  liemus,  fifth  child  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Prendergast  Bemus,  was  born 
in  Pittstown,  August  31,  1791.  He  came  to  Chautautpia  with  his  parents  in 
1805.  He  married,  February  28,  181 1,  Relepha  Boyd,  who  was  born  July 
20,  1790.    He  lived  at  Benius  Point,  011  land  originally  bought  by  his  father, 
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until  his  death  October  lo,  j86i.  His  wife  died  January  2,  1843.  Tliey  had 
ten  children  :  James,  who  removed  to  California  in  1850  where  he  died  ; 
Ellen,  who  married  Daniel  Smiley  ;  they  removed  to  Wisconsin  where  Mr. 
Smiley  died  ;  Matthew,  married  Marcelia  Walters  and  died  in  i\Iarch,  1879; 
Daniel  ;  Jane  married  Edward  Copp,  and  died  at  Mayville  in  iS86;J(rlni 
married  Catherine  Howell  and  died  July  24,  1872  ;  William  P.,  who  died  in 
September,  1S90;  ^lehitabel,  the  wife  of  Philip  A.  vStrong  ;  they  reside  in 
Iowa  ;  Dr.  E.  Marvin,  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1861  ;  George  H.,  who  resides  in 
IMeadville,  Pa.  Daniel  Bemus,  fourth  child  of  Charles  and  Relepha  (Boyd) 
Benn.s,  was  born  in  Ellery  February  24,  1820.  He  married  Adaline  Strong 
September  30,  1840.  She  died  September  22,  1845.  March  i,  1847,  he 
married  Jane,  daughter  of  Jeremiah,  Jr.,  and  Margaret  (Loucks)  Griffith. 
They  had  one  child,  Mary,  who  was  born  August  25,  1853.  Daniel  Bemus 
died  December  31,  1889,  aged  nearly  70  years.  His  wife  is  still  living  in 
Ellery.  The  daughter,  Mary,  was  married  November  18,  1891,  to  George  E. 
Drew.  The  Drew  family  is  one  of  the  early  ones  of  the  Plymouth  colony. 
John  Drew,  grandson  of  Sir  Edward  Drew  of  England,  emigrated  to  America 
in  1660,  and  settled  in  Plymouth,  Mass. 

In  October,  1809,  ^^^^  northeastern  part  of  the  town  was  first  settled  by 
William  P)arrows,  a  native  of  New  Bedford  and  a  son-in-law  of  Maj.  Samuel 
Sinclear  of  Siuclairville,  He  settled  on  the  bank  of  the  Cassadaga  creek  at 
the  Red  P)ird.  After  clearing  a  tract  of  land  he  removed  to  Ohio,  'J^he  sanie 
year  John  Demott  settled  a])out  one-half  mile  south  of  Barrows. 

In  1 809  John  and  Joseph  vSilsby  settled  on  the  lake,  one  or  two  miles 
southeast  of  P>emus  Point.  John  Silsby  was  a  captain  of  a  Chautauqua  county 
company  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  BufTiilo.  Enos 
Warner  was  an  early  settler  in  I^llery.  Pie  bought  land  on  lots  26  and  27. 
John  R.  Russell  settled  on  lot  30.  Clark  Parker,  in  1810,  settled  on  lot  27. 
He  was  an  ensign  in  Capt.  Silsby \s  company.  William  Smiley,  in  1810, 
reino\-ed  to  l^llery  and  died  in  1825.  ^^^^  sons,  Joseph  and  W'lliam,  ser\'ed 
in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Buffalo  in  Capt.  Silsby's 
com|xuiy,  in  which  William  was  killed.  William,  a  grandson  of  William,  was 
killed  in  the  ])attle  of  the  Wilderness,  Josiah  Hovey  built  a  cabin  on  lot  13 
in  the  northeast  ])art,  and  soon  after,  in  181 1,  sold  out  to  John  Love  who  set- 
tled there.  He  died  in  Illinois  in  1.859,  at  the  rt-'sidence  of  his  son  iM'ederick. 
In  1 81 5  Joseph  Loucks,  from  Madison  county,  settled  in  the  southeastern 
part.  His  sons,  John,  Daniel  and  Hiram  came  with  him.  The  sons,  Joseph, 
Henry,  Peter  and  David  came  later. 

William  Atherly,  William  G.  Younker,  Henry  Strunk,  Henry  ]Martin  and 
Thomas  Arnold  also  early  settled  in  that  part  of  the  town.  In  1816  Adam 
S.  and  James  Pickard  settled  on  lot  3.  In  a  short  time  they  removed  to  lot 
22,  in  the  northern  part.    Joseph  W.  came  later.    Their  descendants  still 
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reside  upon  tlie  liiglnvay,  wliicli  is  called  Pickard  street.  About  this  year 
Samuel  Young  settled  in  tliis  northern  part  upon  lot  54.  E;:ra  Young 
early  settled  on  lot  46,  Harry  Hale  on  lot  38,  Festus  Jones,  an  early  black- 
smith, on  lot  37.     His  brother,  Luther  C,  was  a  surveyor. 

John  Wicks,  from  Saratoga  county,  settled  in  Ellery  in  1S18.  His  son, 
James  H.,  born  in  Saratoga  county  August  2,  181 7,  came  to  Ellery,  subse- 
(juently  removed  to  Oerry,  where  he  died  March,  1891.  He  was  justice  of 
the  peace  for  16  years  and  an  active  Methodist.  '  He  married  Sophia,  daughter 
of  Andrew  Ward,  an  early  settler  and  lifelong  residcnit  of  I^llicott.  Charles 
H.  Wicks,  their  son,  was  born  in  I^llery,  October  15,  1849.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful teacher,  and  was  principal  of  the  Clymer  and  Panama  union  schools 
for  several  years.  In  1878  he  was  elected  school  commissioner  for  the  first 
district,  held  the  office  until  1891,  when,  in  company  with  his  l)rother  Andrew, 
he  established  himself  at  Lakewood  in  the  real  estate  business. 

In  1824  Peter  Pickard  settled  on  lot  9  in  the  eastern  part.  The  same  year 
James  Heath  settled  in  the  same  part  on  lot  2.  Seth  Clark,  Clark  Parker, 
James  Hale,  John  Miller  and  Jacob  Johnson  were  all  early  settlers  here.  In 
1824  John  Tompkins  settled  in  the  northeastern  part. 

The  Hale  family  of  Ellery  dates  back  to  the  early  days  of  the  Massachu- 
setts colony.  Asahel  I).  Hale  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  eighth  genera- 
tion from  I.  Robert  Hale  who  arrived  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  1632. 
2.  Rev.  John  Hale  of  Beverly  and  Salem,  Mass.,  published  a  book  about  the 
Salem  witchcraft  and  helped  to  put  it  down.  3.  Rev.  James  Hale,  the 
fust  minister  at  Ashford,  Conn.  4.  Col.  James  Hale.  5.  John  Hale,  born  Oct. 
15,  1747,  at  Ashford,  Conn.,  married  Mehetable  Knowlton  ;  she  was  born 
vSept.  18,  1750,  at  the  same  place.  They  were  married  April  14,  1772. 
There  was  born  to  them  13  children  :  Daniel,  James,  Mehetable,  John,  Zech- 
ariah,  vStephen,  Persis,  P^lam,  Joanna,  Frederick,  Laura,  Samuel  and  Orrin. 
6.  James  Hale,  born  IMarch  10,  1774,  married  Isabel  Fuller.  To  them  were 
were  born  six  children:  Harvey,  Hiram,  Sally,  Joann,  Mary,  Harriet.  His 
wife  dying  he  married  for  his  second  wife,  Louisa  P>utts.  They  liad  three 
children:  Isabel, James, John.  7.  Harvey  Hale,  born  N'ov.  11,  1797,  in  l>ur- 
lini^tou,  Otsego  county,  X.  Y.  He  married  Jerusha  P.abcock  Dec.  15,1822. 
He  died  Dec.  27,  1876.  vShe  died  April  5,  1876.  vSlie  was  born  March  i, 
17(^7.  They  settled  in  I^llery  in  the  spring  of  1827  about  two  miles  north 
of  Elkry  Center.  There  were  born  to  them  ten  children:  iMueline,  Mary 
Jane,  Hartwell,  Hiram,  Harriet,  Ira  S.,  Asahel,  Martha,  Isabel  and  Christi- 
ana. 8.  Asahel  D.  Hale,  born  June  11,  1833,  was  married  Dec.  28,  185S,  to 
Helen  M.  Cowan,  who  was  born  July  23,  1834.  in  Carroll  ;  she  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  (ieorge  W.  Cowan  who  was  born  in  Fort  Ann,  Washington  county, 
X.  Y.,  in  1802,  Jan.  26.  He  came  with  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  and 
settled  in  Can  oil  in  1S22.     He  married  Sally  Maria  Covcll  August  26, 


862 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


1830.  They  had  two  children:  Margaret,  Adelaide.  For  his  second  wife 
he  married  E.  Louisa  Covell,  Sept'.  17,  1833.  They  had  ten  children  :  Helen, 
IMarvin,  Julia  Ann,  Harriet,  John,  Merrells,  LeRoy,  Charles,  Allen  and 
twin  son.  Of  these  three  boys  served  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  Marvin 
lost  his  health  in  the  service.  He  died  August  26,  1876  ;  John  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  INIountain,  Sept.  14,  1S62  ;  Le  Roy  died  Aug. 
9,  1S65,  from  a  wound  received  whilst  in  a  cavalry  charge  near  Fisher's  hill. 
9.  George  M.  Hale,  only  child  of  Asahel  D.  and  Helen  ^I.  Hale,  was  born 
Nov.  27  *iS66y  married  Dec.  26,  1S88,  ]\Iina  A.  Pease,  born  January  19,  1870. 
They  have  one  son,  H.  ^Marshall  D.  Hale,  born  Oct.  17,  1890. 

Nathaniel  C.  Bargar  was  born  at  Peekskill,  N.  y.,June  24,  1808.  In  1828 
he  married  Catharine  Tompkins,  and  immediately  started  for  the  west  over 
the  Erie  canal,  and  settled  in  1828  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  of  Ellery, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  his  decease.  Mrs.  Bargar  died  in  1837.  Their 
children  were  John  D.,  Nathaniel  T.  and  Lowry  D.  Mr.  Bargar  married 
Tamar  Tompkins  July  16,  1837.  Their  children  were  Emery  O.,  Elias  C, 
Westoby,  Mary  A.,  Martha  J.  and  Lewis.  Mr.  Bargar  died  January  16,  1859. 
His  second  wife  died  February  23,  1871. 

In  1839  Orrin  Hale  settled  in  the  central  part.  Elhanan  Winchester  set- 
tled early  near  the  Center.  His  brothers,  Marcus,  Jonadab,  Jotham,  Francis, 
Ebenezer,  Herman  and  Harford  all  settled  in  the  town.  Ebenezer  was  early 
associated  with  Horace  Greeley  in  publishing  the  AVa'  Yorker.  The  father 
of  the  Winchesters  came  later,  and  was  twice  married.  He  had  23 
children,  it  is  said.  Lewis  Warner  early  settled  on  lot  34,  Morrison  Weaver 
on  lot  42,  James  Newbury  on  lot  18  and  Amos  Wood  on  lot  36.  In  the 
western  part  the  early  settlers  were  Luther  Barney,  James  and  Joseph  Farlow, 
Ezra  Horton  and  Joseph  Brownell.  Barnabas  C.  Brownell  settled  in  the 
northwestern  part. 

Benjamin  Parker,  son  of  Thomas  Parker,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
March,  1765.  In  the  Revolution  he  was  for  three  years  employed  by  the 
Colonial  government  with  an  ox  team  and  a  cart  as  a  transport.  He  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Davis  of  Hartford,  Conn.  She  was  born 
June  2,  1 761.  Mr.  Parker,  after  residing  in  Washington  county, 
came  with  his  famil\'  to  l^llery  about  1S16  and  j)urchased  120  acres  of 
land  near  Bern  us  Point,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  November  7,  1842. 
His  wife  died  J<inuary  26,  1847.  Their  children  were  Clark,  married  Rebecca 
Ikibcock  ;  Thomas,  married  first  Hannah  Arnold,  second  Betsey  Ferris ; 
Phillip  died  \\\  infancy;  Phillip,  2d.,  married  Lydia  Kello^^g  ;  Betsey  Jane, 
married  Sawyer  Phillips  ;  Benjamin  married  first  Christina  Babcock,  and 
second  Adeline  Sherman  ;  George  married  Almira  Gardiner;  his  son,  Lewis 
T.  Parker,  resides  in  Laona  ;  Diaiuha  married  Aaron  Kellogg;  Ani)  mar- 
ried   Benjamin    Tiaphagan  ;    E/ekiel  married  Mary  Winchester;  Charles 
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(see  Panama);  Mary  married  Z.  Barney.  Since  Benjamin  Parker's  death  the 
old  liomestead  has  been  sold  in  proceedings  in  the  snprenie  conrt  in  which 
there  were  92  parties,  his  direct  descendants. 

Elisha  Tower,  son  of  Isaiah  and  Sylvia  (Toby)  Tower,  was  born  in  New 
Bedford,  ^Fass.,  ^fay  to,  1788.  He  early  removed  with  his  parents  to  Dnancs- 
bnrg.  In  the  snmmer  of  1810  he  came  to  Chantaiiqna  and  after  a  wliile  took 
np  176  acres  of  land  on  lots  43  and  12  in  tlie  nortlieastern  part  of  ICllery  and 
commenced  improvements.  In  181 3  he  was  drafted  into  the  U.  S.  service 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bnffalo.  He  assisted  his  comrade,  Cornelius 
De  Long,  who  had  been  wonnded  in  the  head  by  a  spent  grape  siiot,  to  escape 
from  the  enemy.  June  i,  1815,  he  married  Philenali,  daughter  of  Simeon 
and  Rhobe  Morgan.  Mrs.  Tower  died  December,  1S60,  and  Mr.  Tower 
January  17,  1S66.  Their  children  are  Elisha,  Jr.,  married  Electa  Moon; 
Simeon  ^1.,  married  Sarah  M.  Dennison  ;  Corydon  L.,  married  Hannah  Felt ; 
Rhobe  A.,  married  Ebenezer  Moon  ;  their  cliildren  are  Adelbert,  Delavan 
and  De  Witt.  Emily  M.,  married  B.  Franklin  Dennison  ;  their  children  are 
Charles  E.,  married  Esther  Lazell,  and  FVank  T.,  married  Kate  Hopkins, 
(dec),  Clarissa  D. 

James  Heath,  born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  about  1785,  married  Zubia  Austin 
in  Cambridge,  Washington  county,  and  moved  to  Wayne  county,  where  he 
resided  for  several  years.  March  2,  1824,  he  moved  to  Ellery,  took  up  land 
on  lot  2  on  tlie  town  line  road  between  Sinclairville  and  Fluvanna  and 
resided  there  until  his  death,  January  17,  1S45.  children  were  Morgan 

L.,  Elizabeth,  Isaac,  Ruth,  Lydia,  Waity,  Diana,  Mary,  Laura,  Austin,  James, 
Ebenezer  and  Arville.  Morgan  L.  Heath  was  born  in  Lyons,  Wayne  county, 
April  20,  1812  ;  moved  with  his  father's  family  to  Ellery  in  1824.  December 
25,  1843,  married  Electa  Purdy.  Their  children  are  Martin,  who  mar- 
ried Amanda  Strong;  Lewis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  ;  Mary  deceased, 
and  Wilson  who  married  Grace  Harvey.  Morgan  L.  Heath  lived  on  his 
farm  in  Ellery  until  he  moved  to  Gerry  in  1888,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  church  for  over  50  years. 

Odin  Benedict,  son  of  Dr.  Isaac  Benedict  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in 
Skaneateles,  Onondaga  county,  August  20,  1805.  Dr.  Isaac  Benedict  moved 
to  Marcellus,  about  1803.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  U.  vS.  service  in  the 
war  of  181 2,  and  died  in  1814.  Dr.  Odin  Benedict  read  medicine  in  his 
native  town  and  graduated  at  Fairfield  Medical  College.  He  was  licensed 
by  tlie  Herkimer  county  Medical  College  in  January,  1826,  and  the  sanie 
year  came  to  Ellery  Center  and  commenced  practice.  He  was  the  first  resi- 
dt'ut  physician  of  the  town  and  for  years  was  one  of  the  best  known  in  the 
county.  He  had  an  extensive  practice  which  continued  until  the  year  1850, 
when  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  started  a  government  stock 
bank.    In  September,  185 1,  he  went  to  Dunkirk  and  engaged  in  banking 
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for  a  few  years,  after  which  he  had  a  broker's  office  there  for  some  years. 
He  then  resumed  the  practice  of  medicine  which  he  continued  until  his 
death  in  1S74.  He  was  elected  supervisor  of  Kllery  in  1833  and  was  super- 
visor of  that  town  14  years.  He  was  member  of  assembly  in  1840  and  1843 
and  was  postmaster  in  l^llery  for  about  twenty  years.  He  was  a  most  influ- 
ential and  hii^hly  esteemed  citizen  of  I^llery  and  of  the  county.  In  1826  lie 
married  Sally  Ann  Copp.  He  died  in  1874.  William  C.  ])enedict,  his  son, 
was  born  in  Hllery  and  is  a  farmer  and  influential  citizen  of  the  town  of 
Ellery.  He  has  served  his  town  as  a  supervisor  for  nine  years.  He  married 
IMary  Griffith.  They  have  five  sons :  Willis,  a  lawyer,  is  cashier  of  the 
Chautauqua  County  Bank,  Warner,  Walter,  William  and  Washburn. 

vSamuel  Weaver,  son  of  Morrison  Weaver,  was  born  in  Pittstown,  January 
16,  1833,  came  to  ICllery  from  Washington  county  with  his  parents  in  1834 
and  was  school  teacher  for  several  years.  He  was  elected  supervisor  for 
Ellery  in  1888,  serving  one  term  with  marked  ability.  He  held  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  associates  on  the  board.  He  married  Evaline  M.  Lazell 
January  13,  1859.    He  died  in  1893.    He  had  one  brother,  Simeon  B. 

Alfred  Harvey  came  to  Ellery  and  settled  on  lot  30  March  2,  1847.  He 
was  born  in  Onondaga  county  in  1819.  He  married  Alsina,  daughter  of 
Volney  Patterson.  (.Mr.  Patterson  came  to  Gerry  about  1855  and  died  in 
1873).  vShe  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  August  31,  1826.  Their  children 
are  Ivlwin,  Alfred,  P'rank,  (rrace,  married  Wilson  Heath,  and  Austin  A. 

Jacob  R.  Brownell,  born  in  Dutchess  county,  January  10,  1802,  after  the 
death  of  his  fi r>t  wife  Mary  in  1830,  married  March  18,  1832,  Hannah  Har- 
rington of  Hoosic  and  moved  to  P^llery  the  same  year  and  settled  on  lot  43. 
He  died  January  20,  1871.  His  wife  died  July  25,  1862.  Their  son  William 
O.  I>rownell  was  born  Ma\'  18,  1834,  married  Armenia  M.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  I),  and  Ann  M.  (Shears)  Wallis  who  came  to  Ellery  in  1836.  Mr. 
Wallis  died  January  25,  187 1,  and  his  wife  April  20,  1873.  William  O. 
Ih-ownelPs  cliildren  are  I£arl  W.,  married  Nfary  A.  Putnum  and  lives  on  the 
the  Wallis  farm;  Louisa  M.,  married  Dr.  P^ia  M.  Scofield  of  Jamestown,  and 
( leorge  ( I.,  who  manied  P',lla  McCowl  and  resides  in  (ierr\-.  Mrs.  W.  O. 
l>ro\vitell  (lied  Xoseniber  II,  1SS3,  and  Mr.  lirownell  married  Ijuanda  R., 
daughter  of  l'\'.stus  and  Martha  Jones,  April  23,  1884.  Mr.  15rowneIl  is  a 
fiu-mer  aiul  resides  at  West  Pvllery. 

Charles  G.  Maples,  who  settled  on  a  hirm  in  1838,  was  many  s  ears  justice  of 
the  peace,  1'.  S.  assistant  iissessor  of  internal  re\'enue  several  \'ears,  surrogate 
of  the  county  and  performed  the  duties  of  his  (jffices  acceptabl\-. 

The  first  sawmill  was  built  in  1808  and  the  first  gristmill  in  181  i,  both 
by  William  Bemus.  Joseph  and  David  Loucks  built  a  sawmill  in  the  south- 
eastern |)art  of  the  town  in  1830,  and  in  1832  Thomas  Wing  built  a  grist- 
mill, but  the  mo-^t  \  a]u.i1)!e  grist  and  flour  mill  w  is  built  the  saiJU'  year  !)>• 
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Seth  and  Samuel  Griffith.  A  cardinq^  and  clotli  dressing  establishmient  was 
early  erected  by  Tul)al  C.  Owens  on  Henius  creek. 

William  Bemus  deeded  one  acre  of  land  at  Bemus  Point  for  burial  pur- 
poses. Matthew  P.  Bemus  afterwards  conveyed  seven  and  one-half  acres  to 
tlie  Bemus  Point  Cemetery  Association.  A  fence,  at  an  expense  of  is3,ooo, 
was  erected  around  it,  and  tlie  cemetery  was  made  one  of  the  most  tasteful 
in  the  county.  A  larj^e  number  of  the  dead  from  Ellery  and  many  from 
Harmony  are  buried  here. 

Church p:s. — A  Baptist  Church,  West  Ellery,  was  formed  in  1808  by  Elder 
Jones,  then  a  resident  of  Ellery,  at  the  house  of  John  Putnam,  who  was  for 
many  years  a  deacon. 

The  Baptist  Church,  Ellery  Center,  was  ori^anized  with  nine  mem])ers  in 
1814,  by  Elder  Asa  Turner,  the  first  pastor.  The  first  house  of  worship  was 
built  in  1830;  in  1862  another  one  was  built. 

The  First  I'jtiz'crsa/isf  Church  of  FJIcry  was  organized  with  23  members, 
by  Rev.  I.  (ieor(;e,  tlie  first  pastor,  June  13,  i^^22.  A  house  was  built  in  1858 
at  Bemus  Point. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  West  Ellery,  was  organized  with  12 
members  by  Messrs.  Chandler  and  Barnes  in  1831.  Their  first  church  edifice 
was  erected  in  1836  ;  a  second  one  in  1861.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev  Wm. 
Chandler.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pickard  Hill,  was  formed  in  1830, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Ayers,  pastor.  In  1871  they  united  with  the  Fuited  Brethreu^ 
and  built  a  union  church. 

7'he  United  Brethren  Church,  Pickard.  Hill,  was  orj^anized  in  1869,  with 
eight  members,  by  Rev.  Lansing  Mclntyre,  first  pastor. 

Supervisors. — Almon  Ives,  1821-24-25-26-27-32;  Peter  Loucks,  1822; 
Abijah  Clark,  1823  ;  Jonadab  Winchester,  1828-31;  Robertson  Whiteside, 
1829  ;  John  Hammond,  1830;  Odin  Benedict,  1833-34-35-36-37-38-39-41-42- 
44-45-46-47-48;  Minot  Iloyt,  1840;  George  P.  Vandervort,  1843-48-50;  Wm. 
8.  Aldrich,  1851-52-53  ;  Iia  Haskins,  1854  ;  Elias  Clark,  1855  5  Iceman  Picket, 
^^^5^-57  ;  William  C.  Benedict,  1858-59-60-61-62-63-65-66-72-84-85  ;  James 
Hale,  1864;  John  R.  Russell,  1867;  John  S.  Bemus,  1868-69;  Oscar  Hale, 
1^70-71-75-76-8(^87;  George  W.  Belden,  i!^73-74;  Asa  Cheney,  1877-7S-79- 
^o-Si.82-83 ;  Samuel  Weaver,  1888  ;  Benjamin  A.  Pickard,  iSS9-9o;S. 
Dwight  Tluun,  1891-92-93-94. 
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A 

Chautauqua  County. 

(INTERIOR  TOWNS). 

Charlotte,  Gerry,  Stockton,  Villenova,  Cherry  Creek,  Ellingrton,  Poland,  Carroll, 
Kiantone,  flina,  Sherman,  Clymer,  French  Creek. 


'      '  CHARLOTTE. 

liv  Hon.  Oiii'i)  ICdson. 

CHAPTER  LXXni. 

CHARLOTTE  was  formed  from  Gerry  April  [8,  1829,  and  named  from 
Charlotte  in  Vermont,  on  Lake  Cliamplain.  It  is  an  interior  town 
and  lies  a  little  northeast  of  the  center  of  the  county.  It  comprises 
the  fourth  township  of  range  11,  Holland  Land  Company's  survey,  and  con- 
tains 36  square  miles.  Mill  creek  the  principal  stream  pa.sses  through  tlie 
geographical  center  of  the  town  in  a  southwesterly  direction,  crossing  the 
town-line  at  Sinclairville,  i  }j  miles  east  of  the  southwest  corner.  Its  prin- 
cipal tributaries  are  Dayton  and  Torrey  brooks.  The  other  principal  streams 
are  Pickett  brook,  which  passes  through  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town, 
Clear  creek,  in  the  southeast  corner,  and  the  Canadaway  in  the  northeast 
corner.  Tlie  Cassadaga  at  one  point  approaches  within  a  few  rods  of  the 
west  l>oundary  of  Charlotte.  The  surface  is  alternate  hill  and  valley,  tlic 
hills  reaching  tht-ir  greatest  altitude  near  the  northern  boundary.  Luce  hill, 
probably  the  highest  hill  in  the  county,  affords  a  fine  view  from  its  summit, 
extending  to  Buffalo  and  Canada,  and  the  forests  of  Pennsylvania.  But  few 
of  the  hills  have  steep  declivities  and  all  the  land  is  tillable.  The  streams 
usually  have  their  sources  in  springs  of  pure  water.  The  soil  is  chiefly  a 
clay  loam,  well  adapted  to  grazing  and  dairying,  to  which  the  town  is  devoted. 
The  timber  upon  the  hills  originally  consisted  principally  of  beech  and  maple, 
with  considerable  ash,  birch,  cucumber,  elms  and  cherry,  and  now  and  tlu  n 
a  tall  pine,  while  U]x)n  the  steep  banks  bordering  the  streams  were  liemlcc  k 
and  some  pine.  The  town  was  surveyed  into  lots  or  sections  in  iSoS  1)\ 
John  Lamberton,  and  the  land  at  the  close  of  that  \  ear  was  read}-  for  maikct. 
The  first  settlement  was  in  the  northwestern  part,  known  as  the  Pickett 
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neighborliood.    John  Pickett,  his  brother  Daniel,  and  brother-in-law  Arva  O. 
Austin,  from  Chenango  county,  John  and  Taylor  Gregg  and  Abel  Prior  from 
Oneida  county,  Abel  Reebe  and  Othello  Church  in  March,  1S09,  explored 
this  portion  of  the  town.  John  Pickett,  then  unmarried,  April,  i,  1809,  ^^<^'ttled 
on  lot  62  and  built  upon  the  bank  of  the  Pickett  brook  a  log  house,  the  first 
in  the  town.    Daniel  Pickett  and  his  family  settled  upon  lot  63,  built  a  cabin 
and  moved  intc-  it  in  the  fall.    Arva  O.  Austin  and  wife,  the  same  year, 
moved  into  a  kg  house  he  had  built  upon  lot  63.    Abel  Prior  and  Taylor 
Gregg  took  up  land  on  the  south  part  of  lot  62,  but  did  not  remain  during 
the  winter.    January  25,  1810,  Phebe,  daughter  of  Arva  O.  Austin,  the  first 
white  ( liild,  was  born.    She  married  Adin  Wait.   John  Cleland,  Jr.,  in  March, 
1810,  t'M)k  up  land  on  lot  54.    In  Septeml)er  Mrs.  Joseph  Arnold,  then  resid- 
ing-in  the  Pickett  settlement,  died,  and  her  sister,  Jerusha  Barras,  died  the 
next  day.    They  were  buried  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Chauncey  Pier- 
pont  on  lot  62.    These  were  the  first  deaths.    In  ]\Iarch,  181 1,  Nathan  and 
Oliver  Cleland,  brothers  of  John  Cleland,  Jr.,  and  in  the  fall  Samuel,  another 
brother,  with  their  father,  John  Cleland,  settled  on  lot  54.    In  181 1  IMoses 
Cleland  was  married  to  Sally  Anderson  by  Rev.  John  vSpencer.    This  was 
the  first  marriage.     Joel  Burnell,  in  181 1,  settled  upon  lot  46,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death.    Pic  was  an  associate  judge,  and  father  of  iMadison 
and  Ransom  Burnell,  and  father-in-law  of  Rev.  H.  H.  Moore.    Among  other 
settlers  in  this  part,  who  have  left  descendants  here,  were  Freeman  Ellis, 
Edward  Dalrymple,  Eliakim  Barnum,  Jacob  Hall,  James  Cross,  David  Ames 
and  Caleb  Clark.    Orton,  son  of  Caleb,  was  surrogate  of  the  county  from  1848 
to  1852,  inclusive.    John  B,  Cardot,  from  France,  settled  in  this  part  of  the 
town.    He  was  followed  by  many  other  respectable  families. 

Charlotte  Center  was  first  settled  by  Robert  W.  Seaver,  a  soldier  ot 
the  Revolution.  In  the  spring  of  1809,  he  and  Barna  Edson  selected  90 
acres  at  the  Center  on  lot  37.  He  died  in  Charlotte  in  1836.  The  same 
spring  William  Devine  settled  upon  the  west  part  of  lot  29,  where  he  built 
the  first  building  at  the  Center,  a  log  house  between  the  schoolhouse  and  the 
highway.  Oliver  Gilmour,  Daniel  Jackson  and  Aaron  Seaver  were  early 
settlers;  and,  in  the  fall  of  1826,  Stephen  Lyman,  brother-in-law  of  Major 
vSinclear,  settled  near  the  Center  ;  his  son  Perry  resides  at  Sinclairville.  In 
181 1  Barney  Cole  died  and  was  buried  at  the  Center.  He  was  the  first  male 
who  died  in  the  town.  At  an  early  day  a  shop  was  built  on  Mill  creek  at 
the  Center  by  Edward  Landas,  for  wool-carding  and  cloth-dressing,  which 
was  later  used  as  a  pail  and  wood  mill  factory  and  turning  shop.  About 
181 7  the  first  sawmill  was  built  there.  In  1869  a  steam  mill  was  erected  by 
Addison  Lake  and  Edwin  Tuttle.  About  1851  Joseph  Landas  built  and 
opened  the  first  store  at  the  Center ;  though  others  had,  for  brief  periods, 
^old  limited  amounts  of  merchandise.    In  1821  Nathan  Lake  and  his  brother, 
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Calvin,  from  New  England  settled  east  of  the  Center.  Their  brothers, 
Daniel  B.  and  Luther  Lake,  in  1826  settled  in  what  became  Lake  Settle- 
ment." Freeman  Lake  came  later.  The  Lake  brothers,  without  exception, 
were  men  of  character  and  intelligence.  They  and  their  descendants  have 
been  leading  and  influential  citizens.  Nathan  Lake  was  the  first  supervisor, 
elected  in  1S30.  Allen  A.  Stevens,  son-in-law  of  Nathan  Lake,  Kdwin  F. 
Lake,  son,  and  Horace  Kim])all,  son-in-law  of  Daniel  H.  Lake,  and  Henry 
C.  Lake  have  all  been  supervisors.  Henry  C.  Lake,  son  of  Calvin  Lake  and 
Sarali  (Mather)  Lake,  and  grandson  of  Henry  Lake,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, was  born  in  Charlotte,  ^May  30,  1823,  was  educated  at  the  common 
school  and  I'redonia  Academy,  read  law  and  taught  school.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant and  manufacturer  at  Cliarlotte  Center,  but  since  1865  has  resided  at 
Fredonia.  He  was  several  years  supervisor  of  Charlotte,  also  weigher,  and 
for  four  years  assistant  surveyor  of  the  port  of  New  York.  During  two  terms 
he  was  a  member  of  assembly  for  Chautauqua  county.  In  1847  he  married 
]\Largaret  M.  Ames.  Their  children  are  Clarence  IL,  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Chautauqua  county  National  Bank  and  ex-sheriff,  Nellie  C.  and  ^lary  M. 

Hngh  Harper,  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  1838  settled  about  a  mile 
south  of  the  Center.  He  married  Nancy  Wilson  and  had  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  He  cleared  up  his  farm  and  died  aged  96,  a  respectable  citizen. 
His  son  Blythe  married  Loise,  daughter  of  John  Mitchell,  and  settled  upon 
the  farm  he  now  occupies.  He  has  three  children:  Henry  W.,  (icorge  W. 
and  Lucy,  wile  of  John  J.  Whatford.  His  son,  Samuel  Harper,  occupies  the 
old  homestead.  His  brother  William  came  from  Ireland  a  few  )X'ars  after 
Hugh,  and  settled  her(\  Then  came  other  families  from  Ireland.  They 
ha\'e  numerous  descendants.  The  population  of  Charlotte  Center  in  1875 
was  120.  JvAy  4,  i''^76,  Charlotte  Center  had  one  steam  saw,  shingle  and 
grist  mill,  one  steam  clieesebox  factory,  turning,  matching  and  planing  shops, 
a  general  store,  a  grocery,  a  tin  shop  and  a  public  hall,  two  blacksmith's 
shops,  a  cheese  factory  and  a  postoffice. 

■  Sincla:rvillh  was  next  settled.  It  derives  its  name  from  Major  Samuel 
Sinclear.  He  belonged  to  a  distinguished  family  of  New  Hampsliire,  was  a 
near  kinsman  of  Joseph  Cilley,  U.  S.  senator  from  New  Hampshire,  and  of 
Tonathan  Cilley,  who,  while  a  member  of  congress  from  Maine,  was  killed  in 
the  celebrated  duel  with  Graves  of  Kentucky,  and  was  a  kinsman  of  Gov.  I>. 
F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts.  Major  Sinclear  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution 
in  the  regiment  of  his  uncle.  Col.  Joseph  Cilley,  a  distinguished  officer  of  that 
war.  Mr.  Sinclear  was  in  the  battles  at  Saratoga  that  immediately  preceded 
the  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth  and  at  Valley  Forge. 
He  served  in  the  campaign  against  the  Indians  under  Sullivan.  Mr.  Sinclear, 
having  purchased  lot  41,  embracing  the  land  where  the  village  is  situated, 
in  November,  1809,  commenced  settlement  by  causing  tlie  body  of  a  log 
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house  to  be  built  in  tlic  woods  at  the  intersection  of  the  roa<ls  now  leadinj^ 
from  Sinclairville  to  Charlotte  Center  and  to  Cherry  Creek.  In  March,  1810, 
he,  his  son  John  and  Wni.  l»err)'  and  family,  and  Chaunee\'  Audrus,  arrived 
at  this  loo  house,  the  snow  then  lyin^^  dee])  over  the  j^round.  The\- occupied 
for  two  days  and  nights  a  wiiL^wani  made  of  poles  and  hemlock  ])ou};hs,  until 
their  lo<^  house  was  completed.  In  the  fall  of  110  Mr.  Sinclear  cut  a  wagon 
road  from  PVedonia  to  Sinclairville,  the  first  opened  into  the  central  ])art  ot 
the  county.  October  22,  1810,  liis  family,  which  included  his  step-sons 
C)bed  and  John  M.  Edson,  arrived.  During  the  summer  of  18:10  lie  erected 
a  sawmill,  and  in  the  fall  a  frame  dwelling,  which  was  for  many  years  the 
village  tavern  ;  and  in  181 1  a  gristmill.  Each  of  these  buildings  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  erected  in  the  central  and  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

Dr.  Orange  Y.  Campbell  and  Henry  Sargent  were  the  first  physicians. 
Drs.  Henry  B.  Hedges,  J.  E.  Kimball,  Gilbert  Richmond  and  George  S.  Har- 
rison at  a  later  period,  were  for  many  years  jnacticing  physicians  of  Sinclair- 
ville, and  widely  known  in  their  profession  through  the  county. 

Dr.  George  vS.  Harrison  was  born  in  Madison  county  in  1810.  He  came 
from  Ohio  in  1825  to  this  county,  where  for  44  years  he  practiced  medicine. 
He  was  an  excellent  and  ])()pular  })hysician,  a  man  of  ability  and  great  force 
of  character.  He  was  an  influential  Democrat  and  for  three  \  ears  supervisor. 
IkMijamin  L.  Harrison,  his  son,  was  born  in  Stockton,  March  i,  1841.  He 
attended  Ellington  academy  and  the  Uni\'ersity  of  Michigan,  and  studied 
medicine.  He  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  .South  until  1861  when  he  returned 
north.  He  was  subsequently  in  the  service  of  the  D.  A.  V.  »S:  P.  R.  R.,  and  also 
engaged  in  farming.  He  has  resided  in  Dunkirk  and  was  an  alderman  of 
that  city.  He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Abiier  Putnam.  They  have  one 
son,  Louis  P.,  now  of  the  Dunkirk  locomotive  \Vorks.  George  ^f.,  their  eldest 
son,  a  promising  young  physician,  died  in  1887. 

Charles  vSmitli  was  the  first  shoemaker;  Samuel  Prunson  the  first  black- 
smith ;  Chester  Wilson,  father  of  W.  Thomas  Wils(jn,  P^sq.,  (long  a  justice 
of  sessions),  the  first  saddler  and  harness-makel'.  The  first  school  was  taught 
by  William  Gilmour  in  the  winter  of  181  i-i  2  in  the  loghouse  erected  in  1809 
by  Mr.  vS  in  clear. 

Nathaniel  Johnson,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  came  to  vSinclairville  from 
Madison  county  in  1814.  His  son  F'orbes,  for  many  years  a  resident  here, 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  1844.  Forbes  and  John  M.  lulson  con- 
structed the  first  tannery,  and  built  a  gristmill  at  Sinclairville  early.  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Nathaniel,  married  Sylvanus  L.  Henderson.  Mr.  Hender- 
son was  born  in  Halifax,  Vt.,  ^farch  2,  1793.  He  afterwards  resided  at 
Sackett's  Harbor  and  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  November  26,  1816,  he 
settled  at  Sinclairville  where  he  resided,  a  leading  and  respected  citizen, 
until  his  decease  April  6,  1870.    Mrs.  Henderson  died  March  3,  1891,  aged 
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91,  in  full  possession  of  her  mental  powers.  Their  son,  W.  W.  Henderson, 
was  formerly  collector  of  the  U.  S.  revenue  for  the  27th  revenue  district  and 
a  leading  citizen  of  the  county.  Their  daughter  Julia,  married  Dr.  G.  S. 
Harrison.  Dr.  Henry  Sargent  was  the  earliest  postmaster.  The  mails  were 
at  first  carried  from  Ellicottville  to  Mayville  by  Sampson  Crooker,  the  father 
of  Hon.  George  A.  S.  Crooker,  who  went  through  once  a  week  on  foot.  Wm. 
Hc])pncr  from  Germany,  settled  in  the  village  in  1853  ;  his  brother  Krnest 
in  1854.  Tliey  were  followed  by  many  industrious  and  worthy  German  fam- 
ilies who  have  settled  in  the  village  and  town. 

The  southeast  part  of  the  town  was  fust  settled  by  Leman  Cleveland  on 
tlie  fi\rm  of  Richard  Langworthy  on  lot  10.  In  1814  vSamuel  T.  Booth  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Thomas  Spear,  John  Howard  in  181 7  on  lot  i. 
Justus  Torrey,  from  Genesee  county,  in  1819,  settled  on  lot  18,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  his  son,  Sheldon  Torrey.  He  chopped  and  cleared  with  his 
own  hands  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  during  many  years  manufac- 
tured annually  large  quantities  of  maple  sugar.  Widow  Lemira  W.  Camp, 
with  her  family,  in  March,  1819^  settled  upon  200  acres  of  land  known  as  the 
Camp  farm.  She  had  been  preceded  by  her  son  Samuel.  Milo,  Merlin,  John, 
Wilson  and  Herman  were  sons  of  Mrs.  Camp. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  this  part  were  also  David  Sheldon,  John  Luce 
and  James  f  arsons,  Robert  R.,  Peter  atid  Allen  Robertson.  Tlie  latter  were 
well-known  citi'/ens  and  were  sons  of  Philip  Robertson,  whose  father 
came  from  Scotland  to  Saratoga  during  the  Revolution,  and  settled 
near  Philip  Schuyler  and  was  in  his  employ.  Philip  was  named  for 
him.  Peter  Robertson  was  a  well-known  early  school  teacher.  Allen 
was  born  June  25,  1814,  came  to  Cliarlotte  after  he  was  21,  and 
married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Justus  Torrey,  May  16,  1S39.  He  died 
Tune  17,  18S6.  His  children  were  Elsie  and  Nelson,  who  was  born  July  15, 
1843,  at  Charlotte.    Nelson  married  a  daughter  of  Firman  Torrey. 

Khxt  STRicivt  and  adjacent  territory  was  first  settled  by  families  princi- 
pally from  the  south  of  England.  Samuel  Hurley  was  the  pioneer.  He 
came  as  early  as  18 17.  Abraham  Reynolds  next  came  in  181 8  direct  from 
London.  Twice  he  walked  from  Charlotte  to  New  York.  His  daughters 
I\Lary  and  Elizabeth  now  reside  in  London.  His  son  Henry  is  a  merchant  in 
Sinclairville.  He  was  one  of  those  who  assisted  to  establish  the  Sinclairville 
Union  School  and  Academy,  was  several  years  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  three  years  supervisor.  Robert  Le  Grys  came  in  1819;  John 
Thorn  in  1834;  and  in  1836  from  Devonshire,  John  Reed,  who  sons  are  John, 
now  in  Australia  ;  William  a  farmer  in  Charlotte  ;  and  Richard  a  merchant 
of  Sinclairville.  Richard  Brock  and  Thomas  D.  Spiking  came  later.  The 
street  leading  north  from  the  Center  to  Arkwright  was  also  largely  settled 
by  Englishmen  from  Yorkshire.    Thomas  Pearson,  Wm.  W^right  and  their 
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families,  and  Tlioinas  Dickenson  came  over  toj^etlier  in  a  ship  from  Ilnll  and 
settled  on  this  street  in  1828  ;  and  many  of  their  descendants  reside  in  town. 
William  Hilton  came  in  1830 ;  his  son  John  has  been  a  director  of  the  Erie 
railway.  These  Englishmen,  their  descendants,  and  others  who  in  later 
years  came  from  that  country,  constitute  ^a  very  large  and  substantial  portion 
of  the  population. 

Among  tlie  early  settlers  residing  near  Sinclairvillc  and  in  the  south- 
western part  were  Ezra  Richmond,  Chauncey  Andrus,  Peter  Warren,  father 
of  Judge  Emory  F.  Warren,  and  William  Brown.  Upon  the  Owlsborough 
road  Asa  Dunbar,  Philip  Link,  Henry  Cipperly,  William  IL  Gleason  and 
]>ela  Tracy,  brother  of  John  Tracy,  who  was  once  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
state.  James  Williams  was  a  well  known  resident  of  this  part  of  the  town. 
He  was  born  of  Quaker  parentage  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  vSeptember  20,  1792, 
was  a  man  of  great  reading  and  information,  although  entirely  self-educated. 
He  was  early  connected  with  an  iron  foundry  in  Pennsylvania,  foreman  in 
tlie  New  York  State  prison  in  New  York  city,  a  sailor  on  Cayuga  lake  and 
foreman  of  a  cotton  factory  at  Ithaca.  In  September,  1834,110  settled  in 
Charlotte  and  followed  farming  until  1863  when  he  removed  to  Sinclairvillc 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  September  9,  1872.  He  married  ICsther,  a 
sister  of  P)cla  and  Ulysses  Tracy,  had  nine  children  and  has  left  many 
descendants.  Mrs.  Williams  died  in  1880,  aged  84.  Henry  Sornberger  was 
also  an  early  settler  in  this  part.  He  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  and  was 
the  son  of  Jonathan,  a  native  of  Holland.  Henry  married  Clara  Holmes  of 
Dutchess  county,  and  in  1822  came  to  Onondaga  county,  and  in  1836  to 
Charlotte,  where  he  died.  He  had  nine  children.  Augustine  W.  Sornberger, 
his  son,  was  born  December  26,1821.  In  1847  he  inarricd  first,  Armiiida 
Kdson  of  Genesee  county  ;  second,  Permillia  Smith  of  Stockton,  resides  in 
Charlotte  and  has  one  son,  George. 

The  northeast  part  of  the  town  was  the  last  settled.  Alanson  Straigh; 
was  the  first  to  begin  improvements.  He  settled  about  1832  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Byron  Lewis.  In  1832  Nelson  Chase  located  on  the  farm 
which  he  owned  at  his  decease,  and  the  same  year,  Nathan  Peiihollow,  upon 
the  farm  where  he  died.  Calvin  Abbey,  Elijah  Lewis,  Wm.  W.  Rood,  Neri 
Cram])ton,  Daniel  Hoisington,  Henry  vSmith,  Wm.  Luce,  G.  R.  Mathewson, 
Peter  Odell,  and  Nelson  Mansfield  were  early  settlers  tliere.  John  Wilkes, 
wlio  came  in  1851,  built  the  first  sawmill  in  1865.  Upon  his  farm  the  last 
bear  was  killed  in  tlie  town.  James  Hopkins,  Patrick  Doran  and  Garrett 
Wheeler  from  the  west  of  Ireland,  came  about  1840.  Others  from  Ireland 
settled  a  little  later.  James  Hopkins,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Hopkins,  was 
born  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  July  25,  1816.  He  received  a  good  education. 
In  1837  he  came  to  Canada,  in  1839  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  later  to  Vil- 
lenova,  and  soon  after  to  this  part  of  the  town  where  he  now  resides.  He 
married  Mary  Malony  who  died  in  1864. 
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AltliOugli  the  town  was  organized  in  April,  1829,  the  first  town-meeting 
was  not  held  until  ]\Iarch  2,  1830,  when  these  officers  were  chosen  :  super- 
visor, Nathan  Lake  ;  town  clerk,  Walter  Chester  ;  justices  of  the  peace,  John 
M.  Kdson,  Kldred  Sampson,  James  S.  Parklnirst  ;  collector,  Barzillai  Ellis ; 
assessors,  Peter  Warren,  Bel  a  Tracy,  Spencer  Clark  ;  overseers  of  the  poor, 
Freeman  Kllis,  Abel  Potter  ;  commissioners  of  highways,  Bela  B.  Lord,  R. 
W.  Seaver,  Charles  Goodrich  ;  commissioners  of  schools,  Bela  15.  Lord,  vSam- 
uel  T.  Piooth,  Crocker  Richardson  ;  constables,  Amasa  Dalrymple,  Barzillai 
Ellis,  Benjamin  F'isher ;  collector,  Barzillai  Ellis  ;  sealer,  Oshea  Webber. 

The  town  for  many  years  after  it  was  organized  thrived  and  increased  in 
population.  Such  importance  as  Sinclairville  has  had  as  a  village  since  it 
was  settled  has  been  cliiefiy  due  to  the  enterprise  and  character  of  its  mer- 
chants. It  is  centrally  situated  in  a  good  dairying  country,  at  a  fair  distance 
from  other  villages,  and  has  been  many  \'ears  the  center  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  trade.  The  first  merchant  was  Abraham  Winsor.  He  was  born 
in  Providence,  R.  L,  in  1778,  married  Sophia  Bigelow,  the  sister  of  F'anny, 
the  wife  of  Major  vSamuel  vSinclear.  He  came  from  Madison  county,  and  in 
1813  built  an  ashery  on  Railroad  avenue  where  the  old  millpond  was  after- 
wards made,  and  in  1815  built  and  opened  a  store  on  the  same  street  in  what 
is  now  the  dwelling  of  Jose])h  Westley.  In  early  years  he  transported  down 
the  Cassadnga  in  canoes  the  pot  and  ])carl  ashes  manufactured  from  the  ashes 
received  for  his  goods,  and  thence  down  the  Allegany  to  Pittsburgh,  where 
he  recei\-ed  in  exchange  flour,  tobacco,  nails  and  glass  and  other  merchandise. 

The  iMogress  of  the  settlement  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country  was 
slow,  however,  until  the  completion  of  the  PZrie  canal,  and  there  was  but  little 
sale  for  goods  until  about  1824,  when  Walter  Smith  and  George  A.  hVench, 
of  Dunkirk,  opened  a  store  at  Sinclairville,  and  considerable  trade  was  the 
result.  This,  and  the  opening  of  the  lu'ie  canal,  gave  a  new  ini])etus  to  the 
sett-k-ment.  Their  store  was  built  upon  the  corner  of  Main  and  Park  streets, 
on  the  site  of  the  Grange  Iniildings.  Jo\'  Handy  succeeded  them.  Levi 
Risley  and  Judge  John  M.  Barbour  were  clerks  in  this  store.  In  1828  came 
Walter  Chester  c\:  Ce).,  Mr.  Tenhv\-ck  of  Cazenovia,  his  partner,  furnishing 
the  capital.  Thev  occu])ied  the  building  that  had  been  occupied  by  Smith 
<S:  blench.  Mr.  Chester,  in  1832,  l)uilt  a  dwelling  wliich  was  then  the  finest 
in  town.  This  was  owned  b\-  C.  J.  Allen  at  his  decease.  ]\Ir.  Chester  was 
ver\-  successful,  and  made  in  trade  at  Sinclairville  $14,000.  In  1835  he  sold 
out  and  removed  to  Dunkirk.  He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  J.  Allen,  and 
he  b\-  liela  Tracw  In  1843  Caleb  J.  Allen  went  into  possession.  T!ie  old 
fan.iiliar  yellow  store,  that  had  stood  so  many  years  on  the  corner,  was  now 
divided  into  parts  and  moved  to  different  places  in  the  village,  and  a  new 
store  built  in  its  place  by  Mr.  Allen.  He  continued  in  trade  until  the  fall  of 
1846,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Alonzo  Langworthy,  who  carried  on  exten- 
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sive  and  successful  business  until  1S51,  wlien  Mr.  Allen  resumed  trade  here 
and  iNIr.  Lan^wortliy  purchased  the  Methodist  parsonaj^e  on  the  site  of  the 
dru.i;  store  of  John  Harj^ar,  and  traded  ten  years.  In  1862  he  purchased  the 
store  on  the  corner  of  i\Ir.  Allen  and  resumed  trade  there.  Tlie  following- 
conducted  business  there  after  Mr.  Langworthy  :  Charles  Danforth,  Thomp- 
son iS:  Chaffee,  Thompson  vv:  Lapham,  Alonzo  Putnam  and  Putnam  .S:  Cum- 
uli ngs. 

The  next  store  \vas  erected  by  Perez  Dewey  at  the  corner  of  Main  street 
and  Prison's  lane.  Mr.  Dewey  was  born  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  I)cccnd)cr  iS, 
1792.  He  was  early  a  i^eddlcr  of  small  notions,  which  he  carried  in  a  tin 
trunk.  When  his  business  sufficiently  improved  he  carried  liis  wares  in  two 
hand  trunks,  then  procured  a  horse  and  wagon,  and  added  dry  goods  and  tin- 
ware to  his  stock,  and  for  many  years  made  an  annual  circuit  of  the  county. 
(See  Judge  L.  P>ugbee's  article,  page  305)..  At  length  Mr.  Dewey  established 
a  sort  of  headquarters  with  Mr.  P>eebe  near  Cassadaga,  where  he  shii)ped 
goods  and  replenished  his  stock.  About  1830  he  and  Joseph  Sinclear  com- 
menced trade  in  a  building  on  ^lain  street,  afterwards  known  as  the  Pledges 
shoeshop.  While  thus  engaged  he  l)uilt  the  su1)stantial  store  (now  Denni- 
nison's  gristmill)  which  he  occupied  January,  1834.  Plere  he  did  an  exten- 
sive business,  selling  largely  on  credit.  Mr.  Dewey  was  a  bachelor,  devoted 
to  his  own  a/Tairs,  and  well  known  for  his  peculiarities.  Although  extremely 
economical,  he  was  an  honest  man  and  a  good  and  respected  citizen.  In  the 
great  storm  of  1844,  when  the  storehouses  at  Dunkirk  were  washed  away, 
and  the  goods  and  merchandise  scattered  along  the  lake,  a  crate  of  undam- 
aged crockery  was  rescued  by  Mr.  Alton,  which  proved  to  be  IMr.  Dewey's, 
who  opened  it,  divided  it  into  two  equal  parts  and  told  Mr.  Alton  to  take  his 
choice.  In  the  spring  of  1851,  having  become  the  most  wealthy  man  in 
vSinclairville,  he  retired  from  active  business.  He  died  November  13,  1861. 
John  Dewey,  his  nephew,  who  succeeded  him,  was  1)orn  in  Turin,  Lewis 
county,  June  4,  1820,  came  to  Sinclairville  May  14,  1838,  and  was  in  his 
uncle's  employ  13  years.  A])ril  i,  1851,  he  went  into  trade  at  his  uncle's 
stand  and  later  in  the  Pennett  block  opposite  the  hotel.  At  the  death  of  his 
uncle  he  was  appointed  his  administratoV.  In  1870  lie  moved  to  a  farm  near 
JaiiiLstown,  and  in  1874  to  that  city,  where  for  the  last  12  >  ears  he  has  been 
engaged  in  real  estate,  insurance  and  loan  business.  July  22,  1844,  lie  mar- 
ried Minerva  A.  Ward.  They  had  one  son,  Adelbert  D.  Lewey,  born  in  Sin- 
clairville, who  has  been  an  express  and  railroad  station  agent.  The  old 
Dewey  stand  has  since  been  occupied  by  a  drug  store  and  later  by  a  steam 
gristmill.. 

In  1845  Brown  erected  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Lester  streets,  a 
store,  the  first  brick  building  in  Sinclairville.  Nelson  Mitchell  laid  the 
brick  and  built  the  store.    Near  it  later  he  erected  a  dwelling.    The  first 
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(nm  to  occupy  tlic  store  \v;is  V.  kSl  j.  l\athl)oiic  in  iS.j^.  Tlicy  were  succeeded 
h\  \\.  '1\  Htowii  iV  Co.,  ( I  Iciulcrsoii).  Xclson  Mitclicll  purchased  Ileiider- 
son's  in((M("-t.  'Phis  liini  was  (ollowcd  \>\  Mitc1u-ll,  Ihunson  «S:  Ratlihone. 
I(»lni  M.  r.nni'.on  iMtiic  n<"\t,  lluii  Wlsoii  Mifclu'll,  who  was  loUowcd  1>y 
Milchrll,  Sheldon  (K.  ]'..)  X  Danloilh  (C.  I..).  Wlson  Mitchell  was  next 
aj»ain  in  ttade,  then  (he  (inn  of  r»itnani  v\:  'rinMn]>N<»n.  'Phis  was  sntHH'eded 
1»\  .\Ion.'<»  I'ninani,  and  lie  ])\  hMwin  W'llliatns,  wlien,  tor  ahont  six  months, 
I'^cd  'Pni'.Ici  .nid  I  >.  !'..  !>(»i>ett  wcie  in  1 1  ade  as  'Pi  nslei  \'  Co.,  alter  which 
I'Mwin  W 1 II  lani'.  I  < -anncd  hade  and  was  the  last  oeenpant.  Mr.  Williams 
oeenpud  the  stoie  in  all  ah^nt  J  ;  \eais.  lie  is  son  ol  hnni-s  Williams,  and 
wa'.  l>t»i  n  in  Cliai  lotte  \\\  i  -  S/,  mai  lied  C'alista  'P.,  danjditta  (^T  1  >,  H.  1  >oi>ett. 
lie  In  . I  went  nilo  tiadc  In  le  \\\  e«Mnpan\'  with  l\«)\al  \\.  vSlieldo!i. 

An  loin-  »»l  liei  \\  (  1 1  I.  now  n  lia<leis  .ne  I  >.i\  is  A.  1  la\i  lis,  Joh  .Smith,  A,  Z. 
Madr.tMi,  id  1'\m1h  >.  K.  \'..  Sheldon  has  l»een  the  leadmi;  nu'iehant  and 
hnaiK'.s  man  ol  l.iti  i  \<mis.  Me  hnilt  the  Inu^U  stoie  now  oeenpud  1)\'  him- 
.selt  and  hi-,  --on,  1'..  'P.  Slu-ldon.  (M  the  haidwau"  dealeis  KihmI  X:  l\e\nolds 
and  jolpi  'P.  Sp»  ai  \  (.'o.  ha\e  hec  n  the  leadim;  fiims.  W.  11.  'Pa\ lor  and 
l'\  J.  'Pill. lei  ha\e  heiai  the  lead  i  ii  j*  ;m  oihm  S. 

vS. unite!  Sinelc.n  and  Jonathan  lle»l!'(>s  weri'  early  inn  Ueepeis.  hdias 
WhecK  i,  laiNis  P..  Kiee,  l.e\i  \'.  llaiii'.oii  ami  Iham-  S\l\estei  wcvc  later 
ones,  and  Will  II.  Kiee  is  the  pu\M  nt  hotel  Uee|Ha.  Sta;.',es  wi  ie  liist  mil 
I'lom  I'lrdoni.i  to  l.nnestown  hs  (  >he(l  I'Mson,  hiotlier  of  John  M.  PMson,  and 
In  Knilu  n  .''n'ott  al>t>nt  iS.'/.  Snhsi'tpient  1\'  the  line  was  exte  nded  to  War- 
KMi,  Pa.,  I»\  (  >l>(sl  I'M -on.  In  i.'^  ;.!  a  siMioolhonse  was  liist  hnilt  ;  schools 
hax  iii;',  hi  t  n  pi  e\' ioie.l \'  hept  in  a  .ehoolhonse  hnilt  in  i  S  i  (>  in  (  h  1 1  \' adjaiH-nt 
to  .''hiirl.ni  \  ille.  l\ail\  in  iKp)  Smelaii  \ille  was  made  a  statiiMi  on  the  tele- 
joaph  line  le.idiii''  tioin  Im(  Jonia  to  I'tttshnpdi.  'Phis  line  was  d  ise»>n  t  inned. 
In  1  .S  •  the  P'o'donia  .nul  Si  nela  1 1  \  1 1  !e  plank  ioa*l  was  const  i  neted  1 1  om  Imc- 
donia,  thiomdi  Si  nela  i  i  \' 1 1  le  to  hdlii'otl.  It  was  hnilt  ]Mineipall\  thion-di 
t  he  rxei  I  ions  ol  the  people  hole.  I\ae/  Pewe\-  was  its  laie,e.sl  s(oekhv>ld(a 
.nul  III  -t  piesiilent.  (>lH'd  PMson  snix'CMsl  (he  lo.ul.  'Phis  ]>lanlv  t<>.ul  eon- 
tiihnted  l.iii;el\  to  the  ejowth  *>t  the  \illa;.;e. 

June  m,  i.'m>',  "PAeiejeen  C'emet  ei  \  "  was  <>i  v;ani,uHl.  (>winj^  to  its 
ta\oKd>le  situation  aiul  the  taste  .nul  «;ooil  inanai;cment  of  its  hoaid  t>t"  tins- 
tccs.  it  lai  exce  ls  .niv  othei  in  the  eonnt\  and  is  one  i»t  the  most  lu-antilnl  in 
western  Nrw  WmP.  iH  in.nil  W.  iMeld  was  its  I'nst  picsiihnl  and  I'nst  snpct- 
intciuh  nt.  'Phionvdi  !ns  sKilllnl  nunueuanent  and  that  ot"  his  successor,  U. 
A.  kill,  \t  is  linelv  advMiu'd  with  choice  e\(.a  i;iccns.  Mi.  Imi'M  was  hoi  n  at 
r.ei  na- dston,  Mass.,  ,"-^ep(.  s,  iSi»S.  .\hont  {\\c  \ear  iS  ;  ;  he  came  to  ('.t  ir\  . 
In  iS  ;-,,  he  maiiusl  Sai.di  1'.  Ciishman,  who  vlied  .XuiMisl  iS;u\  In  (,\Mo- 
hei,  iSSv\  then  lesuline,  heu\  he  m.n  ucil  Mis.  Wc^ltln  A.  I..i.'ell,  the  widow 
ot   llii.nn   \\.  l.a-ell   and  ilainditci   o(  Channcc\   auvl   Pncv  Wiust)r.  Mi^. 
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Field  died  July  2,  1891,  leaving  two  children,  Lavcrne  W.  and  Esther  P. 
Lazell.  Esther,  June  27,  1888,  married  Charles  E.,  son  of  B.  P.  Dennison. 
April  7,  1868,  occurred  the  severest  fire  that  has  ever  visited  Sinclairville. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  Bennett  block  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire.  Three 
stores  comprising  this  block,  the  Sinclairville  House,  a  dwelling-house  and 
barn,  a  meat  market  and  a  shoe  shop  were  burned  and  a  harness  shop  was 
torn  down. 

The  residents  of  Sinclairville  have  ever  been  distinguished  for  their  intel- 
ligence and  the  measures  they  have  taken  for  the  improvement  of  the  mind. 
In  1835  the  Sinclairville  circulating  library  was  organized.  It  had  125 
volumes  of  good  books  when  books  were  scarce.  In  1842  the  Sinclairville 
Society  of  Science  and  Literature  was  established.  It  was  provided  with  the 
leading  American  and  foreign  periodicals.  For  many  years  lyceums  and 
free  lecture  courses  have  been  maintained.  F'^ebruary  6,  1870,  the  vSinclair- 
ville  library  was  founded  by  Rev.  F^.  P.  IMcF'lroy.  It  has  been  li])erally  sup- 
ported and  well  patronized.  It  has  1,340  well  selected  books.  About  1885 
the  ladies  organized  a  library  of  several  hundred  volumes.  In  18S1  a  lecture 
course  was  organized  and  supplied  for  several  years  by  the  best  talent  and 
ablest  lecturers.  In  1881  a  board  of  trade  was  organized  which  has  been  of 
great  benefit.  William  H.  Scott  its  president,  and  Richard  Reed  its  secre- 
tary have  been  most  efficient  in  its  support. 

The  people  of  Charlotte  were  among  the  first  to  move  in  the  construction 
of  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany  Valley  &  Pittsburgh  railroad.  (See  page  533). 
T.  D.  Copp  and  Alonzo  Langwortliy  of  Sinclairville  largely  aided  in  effect- 
ing its  construction.  November  5,  1874,  the  Sinclairville  F\air  Ground 
Association  was  organized.  In  1875  the  population  was  695.  The  country 
around  tlie  village  is  adapted  to  dairying  and  stock  raising.  vSinclairville 
has  been  prominently  connected  with  these  industries.  I"or  many  years  F^ri- 
day  has  been  the  most  important  market  day  for  butter  and  cheese  in  the 
county.  The  Sinclairville  stock  farm  established  l)y  Peia  P.  Lord,  a  native 
of  the  village  and  son  of  liela  P>.  Lord,  a  well  known  early  settler,  has  added 
much  to  the  reputation  of  the  place.  Mr.  Lord  often  visited  Holland,  Ger- 
many, Scotland,  England  and  F^'rance,  where  he  purchased  Holstein  cattle 
and  F^'rench  coach  and  Percheron  horses.  F^rank  E.  Shaw,  a  nephew  of 
"Josli  Billings,"  and  a  native  of  the  village  established  many  years  ago  here 
a  successful  stock  farm  (principally  for  Jersey  cattle)  which  was  widely  known. 
This  also  has  been  of  benefit  to  the  village  and  town.  A  grange  has  long 
been  established  in  Sinclairville.  Its  flourishing  condition  is  largely  due  to 
the  energetic  efforts  of  Mrs.  Bela  B.  Lord. 

The  population  of  the  village  has  not  increased  since  the  last  census,  but 
it  has  not  deteriorated.  Now  it  has  a  fine  brick  schoolhouse  and  a  good 
school,  is  incorporated  as  a  village,  with  streets  and  side  w^alks  in  good  repair, 
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has  good  protection  against  fire,  water- works,  a  hook  and  ladder  and  a  hose 
company  and  all  the  conveniences  desirable  for  a  small  village.  There  are 
fonr  chnrches  :  Congregational,  Baptist,  ]\Iethodist  Episcopal  and  Episcopal. 
Tlie  Adventists  hold  regular  meetings  at  Cook's  Hall. 

La\vvi-:rs. — Albert  Riclimond,  the  first  lawyer  of  Charlotte,  born  at 
Brattleboro,  \'t.,  in  1807,  was  a  man  of  native  talent.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  class  with  Horatio  Seymonr,  came  to  Sinclairville  in  1833  and 
was,  one  term,  snrrogate  of  the  county.  He  died  in  1878.  E.  B.  Forbush 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Sinclairville  about  1836.  He  removed 
to  Buffalo  where  he  became  a  successful  patent  lawyer.  He  was  killed  in 
the  railroad  accident  at  Angola  in  1867.  S.  IMervin  Smith,  an  early  lawyer, 
was  in  practice  several  years  at  Sinclairville.  A.  B.  Fenner  was  located  a 
short  time  at  that  place,  a])0ut  1842.  E.  M.  Peck,  a  man  of  ability,  practised 
law  30  years  in  that  village.  E.  H.  Sears,  afterwards  judge  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Iowa,  was  a  lawyer  nt  vSinclairville.  Worthy  Putman,  the  author  of 
a  well  known  book  on  elocution,  and  who,  as  county  superintendent,  rendered 
greater  service  to  the  schools  of  the  county  than  any  other  person  previous 
to  liis  day,  commenced  the  |)ractice  of  law  in  Sinclairville.  Later  James  A. 
Allen,  Samuel  T.  Allen,  C.  F.  Chapman  and  l\  A.  Teed  were  attornevs. 

C.  Reed,  born  in  Sinclairville,  educated  at  the  vSinclairville  Union 
vSchool,  read  law  with  C.  F.  Chapman,  graduated  at  the  Albany  Law  Univer- 
sity I\Iay,  18S5,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i\pn\  of  the  same  year  and  is 
now  holding  his  second  term  as  special  surrogate  of  the  county. 

Fred  H.  S\-lvester  was  Ixjrn  in  Sinclairville,  educated  at  the  Sinclairville 
Union  School,  read  law  with  0!)ed  Edson,  won  the  Clinton  scholarship  and 
was  graduated  at  the  Buffalo  Law  School  in  I\(ay,  1890,  and  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  June  of  the  same  \  ear. 

Obed  luls-on  has  been  for  many  years  a  practicing  lawyer  at  vSinclairville. 

\Vi  Ham  Thomas  Wilson  was  born  at  Johnstown,  Fulton  county,  N.  Y., 
April  7,  1817,  came  to  this  county  in  1S28,  read  law  with  Gen.  Charles  H. 
S.  Williams  at  PVedonia  and  at  Foresi:ville,  was  admitted  to  the  old  court  of 
connnon  pleas  June  26,  1844,  and  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  later. 
He  began  practice  at  I'orestville  and  removed  to  vSinclairville,  October,  1861, 
where  he  h.as  continued  to  practice  and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Chaulau(|ua  county  ])ar.  Fie  has  served  five  terms  as  justice  of  sessions  and 
28  years  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Madison  Biirnell,  Ransom  Burnell,  Arthur 
C.  Wade,  John  Woodward,  and  Stephen  H.  Allen,  a  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state  of  Kansas,  are  lawyers  who  were  natives  of  the  town. 

Physicians. — Oeorge  F.  Smith,  son  of  -Miles  N.  vSmith,  was  born  in 
Smithboro,  Tioga  county,  IMay  29,  1862.  His  early  years  were  spent  in  the 
oil  country  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1874  he  came  with  his  father's  family  to 
Charlotte,  and  was  educated  in  the  Sinclairville  Union  School.    He  studied 


ClIARLOTTK. 


medicine  in  that  village,  and  graduated  February  24,  1885,  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  married  Minnie  P.,  daughter 
of  D.  B.  Dorsett,  I^Iay  14,  1885. 

Franklin  A.  Stevens,  son  of  Augustus  M.  and  Rebecca  (White)  Stevens, 
was  born  October  26,  1863,  Fairbury,  Livingston  county,  111.,  read  medi- 
cine at  Sinclairville  with  his  cousin  Dr.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Jr.,  in  1888,  and  was 
graduated  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  March,  1890.  Dr.  A.  A.  Stevens,  Jr., 
was  born  in  Charlotte,  February  21,  1848,  was  educated  at  the  Fredonia  and 
Jamestown  Union  Schools,  and  was  graduated  at  the  P*ufialo  Medical  College, 
February,  1875,  and  was  a  successful  physician.    He  died  in  Septem1)er,  1893. 

SrrKKViSOKS,  from  1830  to  1S94  :  Nathan  Lake,  5  years;  l?ola  Tracy,  2  years;  Samuel  K. 
Forlnish,  1S32  ;  Jolin  Chandler,  1836;  Orton  Clark,  S  years;  Randolph  W.  Seaver,  3  years  ; 
Josepli  E.  Kimball,  1S49  ;  Orsamus  Wliite,  2  years  ;  John  Ivdson,  3  years  ;  Daniel  Arnold^ 
i'\S5;  ^Vni.  M.  Wagoner,  1S56;  Allen  .\.  Stevens,  2  years;  Henry  C.  Lake,  2  years;  Timothy 
I).  Copp,  2  years  ;  Henry  Keynolds,  3  years  ;  Obed  Ivdson,  3  years  ;  C.eorj^'e  S.  Harrison,  3  years ; 
Horace  U.  Kimball,  3  years  ;  Albert  Richmond,  1S75  ;  William  lvee<l,  2  years  ;  C.  1*\  Chajmian, 
3  years;  Henry  Sylvester,  4  years;  Ivdwin  F.  Lake,  2  years  ;  R.  Corydon  Scaver,  1SS9,  and  John 
A.  Love,  4  years.  Mr.  Love,  as  a  member  of  the  standing  committee  of  the  lx>ard  of  super- 
visors, in  1S94  visited  various  asylums  in  the  st.ite  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  orj^hans,  insane,  blind 
and  the  feeble  minded.    John  H.  Dickie  is  the  present  supervisor,  and  is  elected  for  two  years. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

JOHN  M.  EDSON. 

John  M.  Edson  is  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Samuel  Edson, 
who  was  born  in  England  in  161 2,  caine  over  to  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1638  or 
1639,  and  afterwards  became  an  original  proprietor  and  first  settler  of  Bridge- 
water,  Plymouth  county,  Mass.  He  was  a  member  of  the  general  court  at 
Plymouth  in  1676,  and  held  other  positions  of  public  trust.  His  son  Samuel, 
participated  in  the  Indian  wars  against  King  Philip  and  was  a  mem})er  of  the 
general  court  at  Boston  in  1697  and  17 13.  Obed  Prison,  the  grandfather  of 
John  M.  Edson,  was  an  early  settler  of  Richfield,  Otsego  county,  N.  V. 

John  ]\I.  Edson  was  born  July  30,  i8oi,  in  Eaton,  ]\Iadison  county. 
When  he  was  about  three  years  of  age  his  father,  whose  name  was  also  Obed 
Edson,  died.  His  mother  who  was  Fanny,  daughter  of  Elisha  Bigelow  of 
Connecticut,  afterwards  married  Major  Samuel  Sinclear.  I\Ir.  Edson  moved 
with  his  step-father's  family  to  Sinclairville  in  1810.  .There  were  no  schools, 
few  books,  and  for  years  but  a  single  newspaper  was  received  in  the  settle- 
ment. These  limited  facilities  gave  Mr.  Edson  but  little  opportunity  to 
indulge  a  natural  inclination  for  mental  improvement ;  and  he  received  but 


878 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


a  limited  education,  the  deficiences  of  which  were  supplied,  in  no  inconsider- 
able dei^ree,  by  a  taste  for  readin<^.  He  took  much  interest  in  the  science  of 
astronomy,  and  more  than  50  years  ajTi'o  in  communications  to  newspapers 
attempted  to  show  that  the  motions  of  the  planets  and  comets  were  caused 
by  electricity.  Wlien  Lyell  came  to  America  in  1841,  Mr.  Edson  became 
deeply  inten^sted  in  his  letters  on  geology,  and  even  then  maintained  views 
of  the  origin  of  the  dilTcrent  forms  of  life  quite  similar  to  those  afterwards 
explained  by  Darwin.  Those  who  conversed  with  him  never  failed  to  be 
impressed  with  his  large  and  original  views,  and  to  feel  a  sense  of  regret  that 
a  thorough  education  had  been  defied  him.  Pie  was,  however,  familiar  with 
the  expedients  required  in  a  new  country,  where  a  rough  and  ready  skill  .0 
meet  the  difficulties  incident  thereto  was  the  quality  most  in  requisition,  and 
was  much  distinguislied  in  his  youth  for  his  physical  power  and  his  accom- 
plishments in  atliletic  sports.  When  he  was  a  young  man  the  military  spirit 
ran  high  in  western  New  York.  In  the  regiment  organized  in  the  central 
and  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  he  fdled  most  of  the  regimental  offices  from 
lieutenant  to  that  of  colonel,  to  which  office  he  was  ai)pointed,  May  22,  1S30. 
Among  other  positions  he  held  that  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Charlotte  for 
14  years.  He  served  three  years  successively  as  its  supervisor  and  one 
term  as  deput\'  I'.  vS.  marshal.  April  17,  1843,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Bouck  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  served  until  July  i, 
1847,  when  the  court,  as  then  organized,  was  abolished  by  the  constitution 
of  1S46.  In  politics  he  was  always  a  Democrat.  He  was  the  first  master  of 
Sylvan  Lodge,  No.  303,  F.  &  A.  IM.,  at  Sinclairville,  under  the  new  charter 
granted  sul)scquently  to  anti-masonry.    He  died  August  21,  1885. 

In  1831  he  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Ursula  Alverson. 
She  was  born  at  Halifax,  Yt.,  June  3,  1804,  and  came  with  her  mother  to 
Cierry  to  reside  with  her  micle,  \Ym.  Alverson,  in  1821,  and  died  December 
10,  1S81.  Tliey  liad  two  children  :  i.  Ol)ed,  (see  sketch)  ;  2.  b\inny 
Ursula,  born  June  4,  1834,  married  Henry,  son  of  Melzer  vSylvester.  They 
reside  in  vSiuclair\  ille.  Their  children  are  Anna  (i.,  born  Jan.  5,  1856,  mar- 
rieil  CharU  s  Dingley  ;  ICmils'  A.,  born  Now  22,  i<S57,  married  Herbert  L. 
Hunt;  Katie,  born  Nov.  20,  1863,  died  August  18,  1864;  and  Frederic  H., 
born  Sept.  2  2,  1867. 

HON.  pHKD  HD.SON. 

Hon.  Obed  Kdson,  son  of  John  ^I.  Edson,  was  born  in  Sinclairville,  F'eb- 
ruary  iS,  1832.  He  was  brought  uj)  on  a  farm,  and  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  and  Fredonia  Academy.  He  taught  country  schools 
several  terms  during  his  minority,  in  1851  began  to  study  law  in  the  office 
of  Hon.  E.  H.  Sears,  in  1853  attended  Albany  Law  University,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  at  Albany  April  8,  1853,  and  has  since  followed  his  profession  at 
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Sinclairville.  He  began  practice  as  partner  of  Judge  E.  F.  Warren,  and  for 
a  year  or  more  \vas  a  partner  of  C.  F.  Chapman.  He  has  at  intervals  fol- 
lowed civil  engineering.  The  year,  before  the  Erie  railroad  was  completed 
to  Dunkirk,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  served  as  chainman  in  its  survey. 
He  afterwards  assisted  in  the  survey  of  railroads  in  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1867  was  engaged  in  locating  the  line  of  the  Dunkirk,  Alle- 
gany Valley  &:  Pittsburgh  railroad  in  this  state.  He  took  an  early  and  active 
part  in  effecting  the  organization  of  the  company  and  in  promoting  the  build- 
ing of  the  road. 

Mr.  Edson  has  been  supervisor  of  his  native  town  several  terms,  and  has 
held  other  official  positions  in  the  town  and  county.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
to  the  asscm]>ly,  and  is  the  only  Democrat  evei'  chosen  to  that  jxxsition  in  the 
second  assembly  district.  When  in  the  legislature  he  sustained  (xovernor 
Tilden  in  his  attack  upon  tl)e  canal  ring,"  was  chairman  of  the  connnittee 
upon  the  ^'petition  of  aliens,"  drew,  introduced  and  secured  the  passage  of 
several  bills,  among  them  a  general  act  for  the  incorporation  of  library  soci- 
eties. He  has  been  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  county  judge,  district 
atttorney  and  other  positions,  and  in  1893  was  candidate  for  delegate  to  the 
constitutional  convention  of  the  state  of  New^  York  for  the  counties  of  Chau- 
tauqua, Cattaraugus  and  Allegany,  but  was  unsuccessful,  as  the  Republican 
majority  is  very  large  in  his  congressional  and  senatorial  district  in  which  he 
was  a  candidate.  He  was  active  in  effecting  the  organization  of  Sinclair- 
ville Union  Free  School  district,  and  in  promoting  the  erection  of  the  school 
building,  and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He 
has  also  been  a  member  of  the  village  board  of  trustees,  and  for  many  years 
a  trustee  of  Evergreen  Cemetery,  and  also  of  Sinclairville  Library  Associa- 
tion, organizations  which  he  has  always  been  active  to  promote. 

Mr.  Edson  has  been  a  contributor  to  "  C)ur  Continent,"  **The  Chautau- 
quan,"  and  other  magazines,  generally ,  upon  historical  subjects.  He  first 
gathered  and  collated  the  facts  respecting  the  expedition  of  Col.  Daniel 
Proadhead,  sent  by  (tCU.  Washington  against  the  Indians  of  the  upper  Alle- 
gany river  during  the  Revolution  to  operate  in  conjmiction  with  General 
vSuUivan.  He  prepared  a  full  history  of  this  expedition  published  as  the 
leading  article  in  tlie  November  number  of  the  Magazine  of  American  His- 
tory "  for  1879.  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  tlie  Chautauqua  Society  of 
History  and  Natural  vScience  and  has  made  many  original  contributions  to 
it,  usually  of  a  historical,  geological  or  archeological  nature.  He  has  lec- 
tured before  the  Chautauqua  Assembly,  and  is  the  author  of  several  local 
histories  including  important  portions  of  "  Young's  History  of  Chautauqua 
County."  He  is  also  the  author  of  the  general  history  of  Chautauqua  county 
and  of  several  of  the  town  histories  in  this  voluine. 

Mr.  Edson  was  married  May  11,  1859,  to  Emily  A.  Allen,  daughter  of 
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Hon.  Caleb  J.  and  Emily  E.  (Haley)  Allen.  She  was  born  in  New  I^ondon, 
Conn.,  November  27,  1835.  Her  father  was  mayor  and  postmaster  of  New- 
London,  and  in  1837  state  senator.  His  brother,  Thomas  J.  Allen,  at  that 
time  was  member  of  assembly  for  Chantanqna  connty,  and  his  brother,  Sam- 
uel T.  Allen,  abont  the  same  time  was  a  delegate  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
Viesca  to  tlie  convention  called  for  or^anizinor  a  provisional  g^oveinment  for 
Texas,  then  in  revolt  a.iL^'ainst  ^Mexico,  and  was  one  of  the  committee  of  twelve 
that  drafted  the  Texan  declaration  of  independence.  ^Irs.  Edson  is  sister  of 
James  A,  Allen,  a  well-known  lawyer  of  Buffalo,  of  Samuel  T.  Allen,  an  offi- 
cer in  the  civil  war  and  a  lawyer  of  Holden,  Missouri,  and  of  Stephen  H. 
Allen,  a  lawyer  residing.at  Topeka,  and  one  of  the  three  jud<;es  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Kansas.  Her  brother,  Caleb  J.  Allen,  a  lawyer  of  Iowa,  enlisted  in 
the  4th  Iowa  cavalry  in  the  civil  war  and  ser\'ed  two  years,  but  died  before 
the  close  of  the  war  from  har(lshi})s  suffered  in  confederate  prisons.  ' 

The  children  of  Ohcd  and  Ivnily  A.  Kdson  were  all  born  at  Sinclairville,. 
and  are:  i.  branny  A.,  burn  April  28,  1.S60,  married  John  A.  Love,  who  has 
been  a  banker  at  Sinclairville.  (Their  children  are  Allen  J.,  born  August 
23,  1885,  and  Nellie  IC,  born  January  2,  1887).  2.  John  M.  Edson,  born 
September  29,  1861,  married  Alma  B.,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
Oreen,  lives  at  New  Whatcom,  Washington,  and  is  a  printer  and  publisher. 
(They  have  one  child,  Arthur  A.,  born  November  2,  1892).  3.  Samuel  A., 
born  September  15,  1863,  died  November  16,  1872.  4.  Mary  U.,  born  Sep- 
tember II,  1865,  died  November  27,  1872.  5.  Hannah,  born  February  15, 
1869,  died  December  10,  1881.  6.  Walter  H.,  born  January  8,  1874,  now 
a  student  in  Cornell  University.  7.  Ellen  E.,  born  April  21,  1875,  died 
March  31,  18S7.  8.  Allen  ().,  born  September  3,  1880,  died  January 
16,  18S2. 

Mr.  Edson  is  a  scientific  and  historical  investigator.  No  man  in  the 
county  is  so  well  informed  in  its  geologic,  j)re-historic  and  historic  develop- 
ment and  progress.  He  is,  with  all  his  erudition,  a  kindly,  modest  gentle- 
man, who  possesses  many  friends,  won  by  his  merits  and  genial  nature.  Mrs. 
Ivlson,  an  educated  lady  of  refmetneiit,  is  a  valuable  helpmeet  to  her  lius])and, 
and  presides  over  their  hospitable  home  with  cordiality  and  grace. 
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GERRY. 

CHAPTER  LXXIV. 

By  Hon.  Oni:i)  ICnsoN.  . 

GKRRY  was  formed  from  Pom  fret  June  i,  1812.  lCllin<;t(Mi,  incliuliii^ 
Cherry  Creek,  was  taken  off  in  1824,  ^^^^^  Charlotte  in  1829.  It  was 
named  from  Elbridge  Gerry,  a  signer  of  tlie  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, and  a  vice-president.  It  lies  southeast  of  the  center  of  the  county,  is 
bounded  north  by  Cliarlotte,  east  by  Ellington,  south  by  Ellicott,  west  by 
Ellery  and  Stockton,  and  comprises  township  3,  range  11,  and  contains  36 
square  miles.  The  highest  hills  are  in  the  northeastern  and  southwestern 
sections,  their  summits  being  400  feet  above  the  Cassadaga  valley  and  1,700 
feet  above  the  ocean.  The  wide  and  fertile  Cassadaga  valley  extends  from 
the  northwest  part  southeasterly  to  its  southern  boundry,  and  averages  two 
miles  wide.  Through  it  runs  the  Dunkirk,  Allegany  Valley  <S:  Pittsburgh 
railroad,  built  in  1871.  Gerry  station  is  722  feet  and  Sinclairville  station 
757  feet  above  Lake  Ivrie.  Cassadaga  creek,  a  largo,  slow,  crooked  stream, 
flowing  southerly  through  the  valley  is  the  principal  water  course.  The 
other  streams  are  Mill  creek  which  empties  into  the  Cassadaga  in  the  north- 
western part  of  the  town.  l\.  A.  Ross  says  :  "Mill  creek  t.ikes  its  source 
by  two  branches,  one  from  Arkwright  and  one  from  Cherry  Creek,  and  llows 
southwesterly  through  Charlotte  and  part  of  Cxcrry.  The  lower  mill  on  this 
stream  was  located  half  way  between  the  Cassadaga  and  Sinclairville,  and 
was  built  by  John  T^IcAllister  on  land  later  owned  by  his  son  James."  (See 
pages  665  to  667).  Hatch  creek  rises  in  the  northeastern  part,  flows  south- 
westerly through  the  village  of  Gerry  and  empties  into  the  Cassadaga.  Fol- 
som  creek  rises  in  the  northeastern  part,  flows  nearly  south  into  l^llicott  and 
into  the  Cassadaga.  The  town  is  well  adapted  to  grazing  and  dairying,  and 
the  valley  is  adapted  to  the  laising  of  corn  and  other  grains.  The  soil  of  the 
uplands  is  clay  loam,  that  of  the  valleys  sandy  loam. 

Tvong  before  any  white  men  visited  Gerry  it  was  inhabited  by  another 
race.  Abundant  evidence  exists  that  the  Eries,  and  perhrps  their  prede- 
cessors, inhabited  the  hillsides  and  borders  of  the  Cassadaga  valley  and  other 
parts  of  the  town.  (See  Chapter  IV).  The  Eries  were  exterminated  hy  the 
Iroquois  in  1655.  ^^^^  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  Gerry  remained  a  wilder- 
ness, undisturbed  by  human  being.s,  except  when  wandering  Senecas  passed 
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tlirouj^h  the  territory  or  temporarily  camped  thereon.  There  is  some  reason, 
however,  to  believe  that  the  French  made  some  use  of  Cassadag^a  creek  before 
the  Frencli  and  Indian  war.  The  first  white  men  whom  we  know  to  have 
visited  tlie  town  were  the  surveyors  who  run  the  township  lines  for  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company.  John  Elliott,  of  Delaware  county,  Pa.,  surveyor,  with 
Azariah  Winshall,  Thomas  Kennedy,  chainbearers,  Peter  Douglas,  Jesse 
Clarkson,  axemen,  James  Kennedy,  Griffith  Jones,  flagmen,  William  Harlan 
and  Tliomas  Wright,  pack-horsemen,  ran  the  town's  west  boundary  in  July, 
1798,  finishing  on  the  iith.  The  north  line  was  surveyed  July  20,  21  and 
22,  1798,  by  a  part)-  under  Aaron  Oakford,  surveyor,  and  the  eastern  bound- 
ary was  also  surveyed  in  July,  179S,  by  a  party  under  Wareham  Sliepard. 
The  land  was  not  surveyed  into  lots  and  ofiered  for  sale,  until,  in  1808,  the 
surveyors  again  entered  the  dense  forest  of  the  town  and  resumed  their  labors. 
They  penetrated  every  part,  measured  and  marked  the  section  lines,  and 
ascertained  the  amount  of  land  in  each,  and  by  fall  the  land  was  ready  for 
market. 

The  pioneers  of  Gerry  came  principally  from  the  Green  Mountain  state. 
Of  the  present  citizens,  a  much  greater  portion  are  V^ermonters  or  descendants 
of  \'ermonters,  than  in  any  other  town  in  the  county.  The  first  settlement 
was  made  in  1810.  Amos  Atkins,  from  Verniont,  came  to  Chautauqua  lake 
in  1808.  While  connected  with  a  survey  ing  party  he  selected  two  lots  in 
Gerry,  one  for  himself  and  the  other  for  his  brother-in-law,  Stephen  Jones. 
Jones  journeyed  from  Vermont  and  brought  his  household  goods  upon  an  ox 
cart.  He  was  furnished  with  eggs  by  his  hen,  which  had  a  nest  in  the  cart. 
He  first  came  to  Chautauqua  lake,  thence,  probably,  to  William  Barrows, 
who  had  settled  on  Cassadaga  creek  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Gerry  in  the 
previous  October,  at  the  Red  Hird.  After  .some  difficulty  in  crossing  Cassadaga 
creek  he  arri\-ed  at  lot  47,  the  land  selected  for  him  by  Atkins.  It  was  about  a 
mile  south  ot\Sinelairville.  There  he  built  a  log  house,  the  first  hal)itati()n 
etet^led  in  the  town.  The  nearest  dwellings  were  the  log  house  built  b\ 
vSinclear  at  Sinclairvi'Je  and  that  of  Ikirrows  at  the  Red  IJird.  Jones's  farm 
included  the  Indian  village  and  burial  place.  The  first  birth  of  a  white  per- 
son occurred  in  the  Jones  familw  Atkins,  in  the  same  year,  built  a  log 
house  on  the  northeast  part  of  lot  55,  a  few  rods  from  Jones's  log  dwelling, 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  B.  K.  Dennison.  In  1815  his  wife,  Clarinda,  died, 
the  first  death  in  the  to\N  ii.  Atkins  was  supervisor  of  Gerry,  The  same  )  ear 
William  and  James  Cjilmour,  from  Madison  county,  built  a  log  house  and 
settled  upon  the  fiirm  of  Fordyce  vSylvester  near  Sinclairville  station.  James 
Gilmour  soon  m()\'ed  west.  Melzer  S\lvester,  brotlier-in-law  of  the  (lil- 
mours,  c'unc  from  near  vSinclairville,  and  took  up  his  residence  uj)on  Rail- 
road axen.ne,  not  far  from  the  station.  Hugh  B.  Patterson,  brother-in-law  of 
Sx'Kcster  and  the  Gilmours,  came  from  Canadaway  in  the  sj)ring  of  181 1, 
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took  up  62  acres  near  the  station,  and  built  a  house  on  Railroad  avenue, 
which  in  October  was  burned  with  his  household  goods.  The  next  day  his 
neighbors  erected  another  house.  i\Ir.  Patterson  was  born  in  Washington 
county  in  1787,  and  was  for  many  years  supervisor  of  Gerry.  During  the 
early  settlement  he  was  a  leading  and  influential  citizen.  lie  afterwards 
moved  to  Wisconsin. 

During  181 1  the  "old  Chautauqua  road,"  from  Mayville  to  Ellicottville, 
was  cut  through  the  northern  part  of  the  town.    John  W^cst,  Peter  I^arnhart 
and  Dexter  Barnes  cut  this  part  of  the  road  one  rod  wndc,  and  cleared  it  or 
small  trees  and  fallen  ones  for  j>io  per  mile.    They  began  July  4,  181 1,  at 
the  14th  mile  stake  east  of  the  courthouse.     This  stood  near  the  house  of 
Amos  Atkins  (the  Love  stand)  in  Gerry.     They  were  about  three  months  in 
cutting  the  road  21  miles  to  the  Cattaraugus  line.    The  party  took  with 
them  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and,  to  provide  fr.esh  milk,  a  cow  and  a  young  calf 
The  calf  was  taken  along  to  keep  the  cow"  from  wandering  away.  September 
I,  1814,  the  same  parties  and  others^  began  work  upon  this  road  and  con- 
tinued until  cold  weather.    They  resumed  work  September  i,  1815.  Bridges 
were  built  and  the  road  otherwise  improved.    It  was  regarded  as  an  improve- 
ment of  great  importance.    It  became  the  route  by  wdiich,  to  some  extent, 
the  settlers  came  in  from  the  east,  and  communication  was  had  with  the 
Genesee  country.    The  present  road  from  Sinclairville  by  the  station  across 
Cassadaga  creek,  was  laid  out  about  181 1  by  Major  Sinclear  and  Hugh  B. 
Patterson.    It  was  continued  along  the  line  between  Gerry  and  I^llery  to 
Jamestown,  and  was  the  first  means  of  direct  highway  communication  that 
Jamestown  had  with  Sinclairville  and  the  northern  towns.    Elijah  Haswell, 
a  son-in-law  of  Major  Sinclear,  settled  on  this  road,  and  a  little  later,  Cor- 
nelius De  Long,  who  built  a  house  where  James  McAllister  afterward  resided. 
De  Long  was  wounded  December,  1813,  at  the  battle  of  Buffalo  and  was 
taken  in  charge  by  his  comrade,  Elisha  Tower  of  Pvllery,  and  well  cared  for 
by  him  at  the  cabin  of  a  settler.    De  Long  unexpectedly  recovered,  returned 
to  Gerry,  later  moved  west,  received  a  captain's  commission  and  participated 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832.    Jesse  Dexter  early  settled  on  the  farm  ot 
John  Almy,  on  this  road  at  the  town  line.    Zaccheus  Norton  in  1813,  and 
David  Cobb  and  Abel  White  also  settled  early  on  this  road.    Abel  was  father 
of  Orsamus  A.  White,  later  supervisor  of  Charlotte,  and  school  commissioner. 
John  Love,  who  had  been  living  in  Ellery,  purchased  about  181 2  the  land 
owned  by  Amos  Atkins  on  the  old  Chautauqua  road,  and  kept  an  inn  there 
for  many  years.    He  was  well-known  and  died  on  liis  farm.    Ichabod  Rus- 
sell, Abncr  Comstock  and  Seth  Grover  were  also  early  settlers  on  this  road. 
Caj)t.  Abncr  Dingley  in  May  or  June,  1816,  settled  on  lot  48  in  the  southern 
limits  of  Sinclairville. 

Prior  to  181 5  no  person  had  entered  the  unbroken  wilderness  that  covered 
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all  of  the  southern,  central  and  eastern  portions,  and  comprising  almost  the 
entire  town,  to  make  a  settlement.  Here  a  deep  forest  of  deciduous  trees 
covered  the  liills  and  dark  ever^-reens  grew  densely  in  the  valleys  and  high 
lands.  William  Alverson,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  the  first  to  penetrate  its 
shades  to  make  a  home.  In  the  spring  of  1812  he  journeyed  on  horseback 
from  Columbus,  Chenango  county,  to  the  residence  of  Major  Sinclear.  He 
selected  land  on  lot  44,  (the  farm  owned  by  ]\Iarvin  Wilson  at  his  decease), 
about  one  mile  north  of  Gerry  village,  and  in  181 5  purchased  and  settled 
upon  it.  He  died  June  11,  1828,  aged  48.  Hezekiah  Myers  and  Hezekiah 
Catlin  came  with  him  to  Gerry,  and  Porter  Phelps  in  the  spring  of  1815. 
Tliese  were  all  original  Vermonters.  Alyers  settled  upon  the  Aaron  Van 
\'leck  farm  on  lot  44  ;  Phelps  upon  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  Henry 
Gates  on  lot  43.  Dexter  and  Nathan  Hatch,  who  came  soon  after,  settled 
near  the  sawmill  east  of  Gerry  village. 

Solomon  P'essendcn,  a  brotlier  of  Reuben,  born  in  Vermont  in  1788,  in 
1815  settled  on  lot  35,  east  of  Cxerry  village.  He  married  Clarissa  Shepardson 
in  181 1.  In  1852  he  moved  to  Wisconsin.  These  were  the  first  settlers  in 
this  part,  so  long  known  as  Vermont  Settlement."  A  road  was  soon  laid 
out  from  Sinclairville  to  that  section.  In  the  spring  of  1816  Calvin  Cutting, 
from  Windham  county,  V^t.,  came,  built  a  log  house,  and  settled  on  lot  45. 
In  1832  he  opened  an  inn  at  this  place,  long  known  as  the  Cutti\ig  stand. 
Joliii  Matthews  also  came  from  Vermont  in  1816,  and  settled  about  one  mile 
southeast  from  Gerry  village.  The  eastern,  southern  and  central  portions  of  the 
town  were  now  rapidly  settled,  and  almost  all  of  the  settlers  were  from  Ver- 
mont. Brattleboro,  Gilford,  Halifax  and  other  towns  of  Windham  county 
contributing  the  largest  number.  The  present  citizens  have  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  such  a  hardy  and  worthy  ancestr)'. 

In  1S16  Wm.  ( )lne\'  built  a  log  house  upon  the  little  hill  southeast  of  the 
store  of  J.  K.  Wilson  in  Gerry  village.  This  commenced  a  settlement.  In 
1817  James  IhickHn,  whose  wife  was  I^Iartha  Aldrich,  came  from  Windham 
county,  \'t.,  and  1)ought  240  acres  at  Gerry,  including  the  house  and  claim 
of  (^)lney.  In  1820  he  kept  the  first  inn.  The  settlement  for  many  years 
bore  the  name  of  Ihicklin's  Corners,  then  Vermont  and  finally  Gerry.  The 
sons  of  James  Bucklin  who  came  with  him  were :  Willard,  James,  and 
Lovel.  Willard  passed  most  of  his  life  in  Gerry.  P'^or  30  years  he  held 
almost  uninterruptedly  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  was  super- 
visor eight  years.  Pie  died  January  i,  1869.  James  Bucklin,  also,  was  a 
supervisor  and  a  justice.  He  now  resides  in  the  west.  Betsey,  daughter  of 
James  lUicklin,  married  Paul  Starr,  born  April,  i,  1797,  in  Guilford  and  died 
in  Gerry,  December  24,  1873.  Pie  came  to  Gerry  in  May,  181 7.  He  chopped  and 
cleared  over  100  acres.  In  181 7  Sylvanus  Iviton,  father  of  Walter,  Lyman. 
Pearl  and  Harry,  settled  north  of  Gerry  village,  John  McCullough  near  Sin- 
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clairville,  and  Robert  Lenox  in  the  sontliwestern  part.  Lenox  was  born  in 
tlie  north  of  Ireland,  came  to  Gerry  from  Yates  connty  and  died  in  1839. 
He  was  the  father  of  Robert,  Jolin  and  William  Lenox.  Henry  Shaw  also 
settled  in  this  part  abont  the  same  time. 

Abont  1818  John  Hines  and  \Vm.  Newton  settled  in  the  sontliwestern 
part,  and  in  1819  erected  there  the  first  sawmill,  and  in  1822  a  gristmill  on 
the  Cassadaga.  Garner  Salisbnry  came  in  181 8  or  18 19  and  was  the  first 
miller.  Elder  Jonathan  Wilson,  born  in  Coleraine,  Mass.,  settled  in  Gerry 
villa<;e  in  1816.  Wm.  R.  Wilson,  his  son,  came  with  him  to  Gerry  ;  he  passed 
his  life  on  the  farm  where  he  first  settled.  He  has  been  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  supervisor.  Gilbert  Strong-  from  Chenango  county  in  1S18  bought 
the  land  where  Hezekiah  Myers  had  settled,  and  lived  there  until  his  decease 
at  the  age  of  91.  He  has  many  descendants.  His  sons  Horace,  Gilbert, 
David,  Jason  and  Onan  were  well  known  citizens.  During  the  spring  of 
1 81 8  Alva  Eaton  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree.  Wm.  M.  Waggoner,  from 
Saratoga  county,  in  the  spring  of  1819  settled  on  the  town  line  between 
Charlotte  and  Gerry  where  he  resided  many  years.  He  has  been  supervisor 
in  both  towns.  John  ^McAllister  from  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  in  1819  settled 
upon  the  farm  later  owned  by  his  son  James  on  the  street  leading  south- 
westerly from  Sinclairville  past  the  railroad  station,  and  lived  there  until  his 
death  at  90.  He  owned  a  large  estate,  and  was  founder  of  the  Baptist  church 
at  Sinclairville.  His  grandson.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  was  once  secretary  of 
war,  and  was  born  in  Gerry  near  Sinclairville  station. 

Isaac  Cobb,  from  Franklin  county,  Vt.,  settled  early  upon  lot  26.  His 
sons  Freeman,  Isaac,  John  and  Roland  also  became  residents  of  the  town. 
Roland  was  for  many  years  largely  engaged  in  lumbering;  built  the  store 
and  house  now  owned  by  S.  E.  Palmer  in  1837  and  was  in  trade  there  two 
years.  Howard  B.  Blodgett,  in  1826,  opened  the  first  store  at  Gerry.  Xor- 
man  Guernsey  succeeded  Blodgett  in  1832.  Roland  Cobb  bought  out  Guern- 
sey, and  in  1838  Sidney  E.  Palmer  bought  out  Cobb  and  has  since  continued 
in  trade  at  his  corner  store.  About  the  time  Mr.  Palmer  went  into  l)usiness, 
Nathan  Cheney  and  William  Story  were  in  trade  upon  the  o])posite  corner. 
Levi  Cowden,  Henry  Warner,  lilisha  Baker,  Stoddard  Cannon,  James  Alver- 
son,  Benj.  and  Jeremiah  Matthews,  Stephen  Pratt,  Skelton  Palmeter,  Nelie- 
miah  Horton,  Garner  Salisbury,  Jesse  Walker,  Henry  Kirk,  Wm.  Mellen, 
Joel  Ward,  Jeptha  L.  Heminger,  David  Ostrander,  liei.jamin  and  Joseph 
Wheat,  Mr.  Rugg,  Dr.  P\argo,  Ammi  and  James  Chipman,  Abiel  Robbins, 
Benj.  Wait,  Paul  Starr,  Wm.  Shepardson,  Capt.  Dingley,  Mr.  Stearns,  Pliny 
Shepardson,  were  all  early  settlers.    Some  of  them  have  many  descendants. 

The  first  town  meeting  in  Gerry,  as  at  present  constituted,  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Calvin  Cutting,  May  2,  1830.  The  officers  chosen  were  :  Super- 
visor, Hugh  B.  Patterson  ;  town  clerk,  Howard  B.  Blodgett ;  assessors,  Wm. 
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Mellen,  Win.  M.  Wa^^oner,  Calvin  Smith  ;  com'rs.  of  highways,  Wm.  Mellen, 
Jr.,  Willard  Bucklin,  Horace  Strong  ;■  com'rs.  of  schools,  Benj.  Tuttle,  Jr., 
James  Schofield,  Nathan  Platch  ;  inspectors  of  schools,  Wm.  ]MelIen,  Jr., 
James  Bucklin,  Jr.,  Samuel  J.  Goodrich  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Wm.  Gilmour, 
Gilbert  Strong ;  collector,  Wm.  Gilmour;  justices^  Leander  Mellen,  Hugh  B. 
Patterson  ;  sealer,  Nehemiah  Horton  ;  poundmaster,  David  Cobb. 

Stages  were  first  run  through  the  town  in  1827  ^^Y  Obed  Edson  and  Reu- 
ben vScott.  In  1852  the  Fiedonia  and  Sinclairville  plank  road  was  built 
through  the  village  of  Gerry. 

vSidney  E.  Palmer,  son  of  Elijah  Palmer,  was  born  in  Columbus,  Chenango 
county,  September  29,  181 1.  He  married  Hannah  Pamclia,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Spurr  of  Cohunlnis,  in  April,  1837.  '^^^'^  "^^''^•'^  born  in  1817.  Mr. 
Palmer  and  his  wife  came  to  Gerry  in  the  fall  of  1838,  and  he  established 
himself  in  trade  as  a  merchant  by  buying  the  store  of  Roland  Cobb  at  Gerry 
village.  He  has  lived  in  the  same  house  and  continued  in  trade  at  Gerry 
since.  He  was  appointed  ])()stmaster  at  (k-rry  to  succeed  Charles  Ward  in 
1839,  and  has  held  the  position  55  years.  He  has  been  five  years  super- 
visor of  Gerry,  and  in  1859  was  elected  member  of  assembly.  The  children 
of  Sidney  PI  and  H.  Pamelia  Palmer  are  :  i,  Hoyt  G.,  who  married  vSarah, 
daughter  of  Walter  Smith,  and  died  in  Dunkirk;  2,  Arthur  L.  of  Kansas  ; 
3,  Cecelia  U.,  died  aged  10  ;  4,  Herbert  S.,  lives  in  Gerry  ;  5,  Lucius  C,  died 
aged  37  ;  6,  Julia  P).,  died  aged  3  ;  7,  Sidney  P^rank  of  Kansas  ;  8,  P^verett 
L.  of  Illinois. 

Porter  Phelps  was  born  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  in  1790.  He  married  Jerusha 
Hatch  in  181 3,  came  to  Gerry  in  the  spring  of  181 5,  built  a  house,  returned 
to  W-nuont,  and  in  December  brought  his  wife  and  child  to  Gerry  with  an 
ox  team.  His  possessions  then  consisted  of  an  ox  team,  a  cow  and  $2.50. 
In  1826  he  moved  to  Arkwright  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  March, 
1855.  Mrs.  Phelps  died  March,  1844,  aged  46  years.  Their  children  were 
Cart)line  (Phel])s)  Ivaton,  Mila  (Phelps)  Turner,  Lawson,  Barna  W.,  Leander 
S.,  Orlando  S.,  Horatio  J.  and  Helen  J.  (Phelps)  Loper.  In  1845  Porter 
Phelps  married,  second,  Hannah  J.  Simons,  widow  of  Dolph  vSimons.  Lean- 
der Phelps  married  PIli/.abeth  Wilcox.  She  died  in  1854  leaving  two  child- 
ren, Phnma  J.  and  I£lla  P^.  Leander,  in  1855,  married  Sarah  M.  Smith. 
Their  children  are  Harry  L.,  Danville  T.  and  May  L.  Leander  has  been 
supervisor  of  Arkwright  two  years  and  four  years  loan  commissioner.  He 
has  been  sheriff,  and  ten  years  keeper  and  general  manager  of  the  county 
alms  house. 

Reuben  PVssenden  was  born  at  Halifax,  Vt.,  Dec.  12,  1786,  and  married 
Lucretia  P'isher  in  i8ro.  His  father,  Solomon  PVssenden,  was  born  January 
15,  1762,  married  P^lizabeth  Tucker  January  17,  1786,  and  died  in  181 1. 
Reuben  was  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh  in  the  last  war  with  Phigland,  came 
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to  Gerry  in  1815,  built  a  house  on  lot  46,  upon  the  hi;^]i\vay  between  Gerry 
and  Sinclairviile,  and  returned  to  Vermont.  He  journeyed  both  ways  on 
foot.  In  1816  lie  came  to  Gerry  with  his  family  and  two  yokes  of  oxen, 
arriving  October  9.  Reuben  died  Sept.  13,  1866.  Mrs.  Fessenden  died  July 
2,  1865.  Their  children  were  Norman  B.,  Albro  H.,  James,  Kmeline  L., 
Elinor,  who  married  Edward  Partridj^e,  and  P>etsey  Ann,  who  married  Tru- 
man B.  Cook.  All)ro  H.,  married  Emcline  Atkins.  vShe  was  boin  Dec.  9, 
1S17,  at  Jericho,  Vt.    Ralph  C.  Fesscndon  of  Gerry  is  their  only  son. 

Calvin  Cutting,  son  of  Jonah  and  vSarah  Cutting,  was  born  in  Guilford,  Vt., 
Jmie  6,  1796.  He  married  in  1815  Polly  Walworth.  She  was  born  May  13, 
1797,  in  iManklin  county,  Mass.  Mr.  Cutting  cauio  to  Ck'rry  in  the  si)ring 
of'iSiG.  He  bought  land,  built  a  small  log  house  on  lot  45,  on  what  is  now 
tlie  main  highway  between  Gerry  village  and  vSinclair\-ille.  In  1832  he  com- 
pleted a  large  addition  to  his  frame  building  and  opened  an  inn  which  was 
known  as  the  Cutting  stand,  and  the  opening  ball  held  on  the  (4th  of  July, 
1832,  was  attended  from  far  and  wide.  Mr.  Cutting  died  Nov.  16,  1832,  and 
his  wife  died  September  26,  1853.  Their  children  were:  i,  Lewis,  who 
married  Susan  B.  Richmond  March  7,  1847.  Children  :  Mary  L.,  Charles 
R.,  Henry  I^.,  Clara  A.,  William  G.,  Benjamin  W^,  Harriett  A.,  Vvcd  L.  ;  2, 
Lucius  C.,  married  Eunice  Salisbury.  He  died  in  1891  ;  3,  Jonah  Pi,  mar- 
ried Mila  Wilson.  Children  :  Calvin,  Rebecca,  Ceylon  and  Lucien.  4, 
Sarah,  married  Chester  Wilson,  died  in  I\Iay,  1855;  5,  Lurissa  G.,  married 
William  Wilson  ;  6,  Laura,  who  died  in  1861. 

P'reeman  Cobb,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in  I'akersfield,  Vt.,  in  1796,  in 
1818  settled  on  lot  18,  cast  of  Gerry  village,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
May  17,  i^>77.  He  married  Rebecca  Ihicklin  in  182 1.  Isaac,  the  father, 
and  Isaac,  John  and  Roland,  brothers  of  PVeeman,  were  all  early  settlers. 
Isaac  Cobb,  son  of  P^'ceman,  born  in  Gerry,  April  29,  1826,  was  married  April 
I  r,  1847,  to  Nancy  A.,  daughter  of  David  Tucker.  vShe  was  born  in  Poland, 
Dec.  9,  1826.  Isaac  Cobb  settled  upon  lot  19.  His  children  are  iMigene 
M.,  who  in  187 1  married  Lottie,  daughter  of  Arkinzo  Norton,  and  Viola  E., 
who  in  1873  married  J.  Dell  Woods. 

George  W.  Sinclear,  son  of  Samuel  and  P^auny  Sinclear,  was  born  in  Sin- 
clairviile, July  4,  181 1,  and  was  the  first  child  born  in  tliat  village.  In  his 
early  years  he  was  an  owner  and  operator  of  the  gristuiill  in  Sinclairvile. 
March  i,  1849,  he  purchased  the  farm  of  Mark  Crawford  in  (lerr)'  al)out  -^^4 
of  a  mile  soutlieast  of  vSinclairville  upon  which  he  resided  many  years.  He 
niarried  Cliarlotte  Sylvester.  They  have  had  two  children,  i.,  George,  who 
married  Roxy  Wright,  and  resides  at  Luddington,  Mich.  2.,  Mary  (dec), 
who  married  George  S.  Wheeler.    Pier  children  were  Harry  and  Mary. 

Zaccheus  H.  Norton,  born  in  Rhode  Island;  married  Sylvia  Thompson  of 
Vermont,  at  Geneseo,  and  came  to  Gerry  in  1813,  and  lirst  settled  near 
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Sinclairville  station.  During  the  season  of  scarcity  he  walked  to  Hamburg, 
40  miles,  for  a  peck  of  corn  carrying  his  rifle.  He  was  a  skilled  hunter  and 
a  successful  trapper.  His  sons  were  Alonzo,  Alphonzo,  Lorenzo,  Arkinzo, 
Almonzo,  Horatio,  Ozro  and  Pizarro.  His  daughters  were  Julenia,  Cyrena, 
Birtliena. 

Alexis  Wright  was  born  in  Cliester,  Vt.,  in  1802.  His  father,  Phineas 
Wright,  was  burn  at  Hinsdale,  N.  H.,  January  i,  1779,  and  died  aged  over 
91  years.  He  was  twice  married  and  was  the  father  of  26  children,  23  of 
whom  were  living  at  his  decease  and  all  married.  He  had  90  grandchildren, 
74  of  wiiom  were  living  when  he  died.  None  of  his  descendants  were  in  any 
way  deformed  and  all  were  active  and  intelligent.  Alexis,  in  early  life, 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Sand  Lake,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Martha  Ding- 
man  in  1832.  vShe  was  born  in  Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  in  1814.  He  came  to 
Westfield  in  1837,  and  to  Gerry  in  1847.  Of  his  nine  children,  seven  are 
living :  Jacob,  Joseph,  Hattie  (Mrs.  David  Horton),  Sophia  (Mrs.  David 
Rider),  Hiram,  P.oxana  (Mrs.  George  Sinclear),  and  Lewis. 

William  H.  vScott  was  born  July  23,  1833.  His  father,  Rev.  John  Scott, 
was  born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  January  11,  1793,  of  Scotch  Presby- 
terian parentage  and  was  driven  from  Scotland  in  the  Catholic  persecution. 
In  1819  he. emigrated  to  New  Brunswick  and  afterwards  to  the  United  States, 
where  he  was  a  Metliodist  preacher.  He  married  August  31,  1828,  Elzaide, 
daughter  of  William  Hunt  who  first  settled  on  the  Chautaucpia  Assembly 
grounds.  She  was  born  in  Washington  county,  November  6,  1802.  William 
H.  Scott  married  Sarah,  daugliter  of  Jolin  Beck.  She  was  born  in  Birming- 
ham, Pa.,  August  16,  1836.  The'r  children  are  J.  Frank,  a  merchant  of 
Portland  ;  Martlia  J.,  who  married  liarlow  Terry  of  Gerr\',  and  William  C., 
professor  of  music  in  Sharon,  Pa.  For  three  years  William  H.  Scott  has 
been  su])ervisor  of  Gerrw  Princip^Jl)'  through  his  elTorts  a  board  of  trade 
was  established  in  vSinclair\'ille  in  18S1  and  he  has  ever  been  its  president, 

Jar\'is  IC,  Wilson  was  born  in  Gerry.  His  grandfather.  Rev.  Jonathan 
Wilson,  was  born  in  Coleraine,  Mass.,  April  12,  1777,  arid  came  to  this  county 
August,  1S18,  as  a  missionary  of  the  Shaftsbury,  \'t.,  I^aptist  Board  of  Mis- 
sions. He  organized  a  number  of  churches  in  the  count)',  and,  during  his 
ministry  of  58  )-ears,  baptized  b}'  immersion  1,392  persons  and  preached  al^out 
9,000  sermons.  He  died  May  3,  1868.  His  father,  William  R.  Wilson,  born 
February  23,  1801,  came  to  Gerry  in  1818,  married  Rebecca  F'^islier,  born 
June  7,  1799,  and  served  his  town  as  supervisor  and  in  other  offices  for  many 
)'ears.  Jarvis  K.  was  born  in  (rerry,  married  Cordelia  AL,  daughter  of 
Hdward  Partridge,  has  long  been  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Gerry,  has 
Served  three  terms  as  supervisor  and  many  years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Caleb  Matthews,  born  in  Windham  county,  \^t.,  married  Margaret  \^an 
Salisbury  in  180S,  and  in  1821  settled  on  lot  28,  about  two  miles  northeast 
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of  Gerry  village.  His  fatlier,  Benjamin,  served  on  a  privateer  during  the 
Revohition,  assisted  in  the  capture  of  several  vessels,  and  received  a  pension. 
Caleb  had  lived  in  Albany,  and  was  fireman  on  the  Robert  Fulton,  the  hrst 
steamboat.  He  was  the  early  potter  of  the  county.  In  1822  he  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  stone  ware,  obtaining  the  clay  from  lot  20.  He 
burned  the  first  kiln  in  [822.  In  1823  built  a  frame  factory  26x32  feet 
for  that  purpose,  and  pursued  the  business  for  several  years.  He  has  ten 
children.  His  oldest  child,  Betsey,  born  in  181  ],  maried  Joel  Robbins  and 
lives  in  Gerry.  Her  son,  iNIartin  Robbins,  married  Lana  Wait,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  49th  N.  V.  regiment  during  the  civil  war,  and  resides  in  Gurry. 
Joseph  Matthews,  son  of  Caleb,  lives  in  Minnesota;  Hudson  in  Sinclairville  ; 
Benjamin  and  Andrew  J.  were  soldiers  in  the  civil  war.  Andrew  J.  was  a 
member  of  the  49th  N.  Y.  regiment,  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  Spottsylvania.  He  mar- 
ried Belinda  Day,  and  has  been  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  ]>eacc  of  Gerry. 

Levi  Terry,  son  of  Levi  Terry,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  August  21,  18(^9. 
When  young  he  became  a  resident  of  Lewis  county,  where  he  married  l^liza 
Wright.  In  1842  they  moved  to  Gerry.  They  had  previously  learned  the 
art  of  making  cheese,  then  little  understood  in  this  county.  In  1845116 
placed  upon  his  farm  25  or  30  cows,  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
cheese.  He  manufactured  7,000  or  8,000  pounds,  which  he  sold  to  Timothy 
D.  Copp  of  vSinclairville  for  5  or  ^y>  cents  a  pound,  delivered  at  Dunkirk. 
It  was  transported  to  New  York  by  the  canal,  and  was  the  first  shii)ment  of 
a  dairy  cheese  from  the  county.  Mr.  Terry  resides  uj)on  the  farm  he  first 
purchased.  Mrs.  Terry  is  dead.  Their  children  are  Robert,  Levi,  Jay, 
Franklin  H.,  Louisa,  Emily,  Flora,  Alice,  George,  Duane,  who  lives 
upon  the  old  homestead,  William  and  Eva  V.  Robert  married  Mattie, 
daughter  of  Allen  Bagg,  and  resides-  in  Ellington.  They  have  one  son, 
Allen  I>agg. 

David  Ostrander  and  sons  Harry  and  Orry,  in  1828,  came  fiom  Tompkins 
couitty  to  Gerry  on  a  prospecting  tour.  His  sons  remained.  In  the  fiill  of  1830 
David  came  with  his  family  and  settled  about  1-^4  miles  east  of  Gerry  village, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  February  24,  i860,  aged  79.  He  had  nine 
children  and  has  many  descendants  in  Gerry.  His  wife,  wliose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Cooper,  died  October  8,  1849,  aged  63.  Harry,  his  son,  married 
^Melinda  Button,  and  died  September  12,  1867,  aged  60.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, Jerome,  another  son,  married  Clarissa  Wait.  He  died  in  Tioga  county. 
W'illiam,  born  October  4,  181 8,  married  Sabina  Matthews.  They  had  six 
children.  Alanson  was  born  in  1825  and  married  Abigail  Lasure.  David, 
the  youngest  .son  of  David  Ostrander,  Sr.,  was  born  Fel)ruary  20,  1829.  He 
married  Antoinette,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Fargo,  one  of  tlie  first  physi- 
cians of  the  town.    He  has  three  children  :   Egbert,  married  Celestia  John- 
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son  and  resides  in  Ellery,  Obed  E.,  married  Edith  Brown,  is  a  farmer  and 
resides  in  Gerry.    Charles,  the  youngest  son  of  David  also  resides  here. 

Gilbert  Strong,  Sr.,  was  born  about  1769.  He  came  here  from  Chenango 
county,  and  settled  upon  the  Sinclairville  and  Gerry  highway  in  181 8.  He 
died  June  12,  1861,  aged  91.  His  wife,  Rachel,  died  Oct.  2,  1849,  aged  79. 
Horace  Strong,  his  son,  born  Dec.  6,  1791,  in  Connecticut,  married  Polly 
Carter  December  24,  181 7,  at  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Gerry  with  an  ox 
team  in  1820  and  was  three  weeks  on  the  way.  He  died  in  Gerry  February 
3,  1872.  Mrs.  Strong  died  in  November,  1875.  Their  children  were  Eliza, 
William,  Miranda,  John,  Electa,  Abigail,  William,  Lavina,  Horace,  Jr.,  and 
Henry.  Jolni  Strong  was  born  March  i,  1825,  niarried  Emily  Wilson. 
Their  children  are  liurdette,  who  married  Mary  (Gardner,  and  Nellie  A.,  who 
married  George  E.  Grinith.  David  vStrong,  son  of  (jill)ert,  born  in  April, 
1 80 1,  came  here  about  181 8.  He  married  Miss  Clark.  Their  only  living 
child  is  Caroline  who  married  Charles  Walkup.  His  second  wife  was  Sophia 
McCulIough.  Their  children  are:  i,  Walter  E.,  who  married  a  Wicks.  He 
was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war  and  was  wounded  ;  2,  Mahala,  married  Wallace 
Olmstead  ;  3,  Pamelia,  married  Joel  G.  Damon  ;  4,  Amanda,  married  Martin 
Heath  ;  5,  Ann  I^liza,  married-  Percy  Ely  ;  6,  Warren  E.,  married  Mary  Hunt 
and  resides  in  Gerry.    David  Strong,  died  October  22,  1874. 

Walter  Cummiui;s  was  born  in  Hancock,  N.  H.,  September  4,  1836.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Lieut.  John  Cummingsof  Dunstable,  Mass.,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  David  Cunimings,  father  of  Walter  and  son  of  Asahel,  was 
born  in  Hancock,  N.  H.,  PVbruary  7,  1804,  married  first  Eunice  Priest,  and 
second,  Hannah  Dodge.  Their  children  are  Eunice  Malvina,  who  married 
Charles  Phillips  ;  David  Hamilton,  who,  while  acting  as  engineer,  was  lost 
oil  Long  Point  on  the  propeller  Jersey  City,  November  24,  i860  ;  P^rances  iM., 
who  married  B.  ^l.  Schofield  ;  Jane  W.  (dec);  Mary  H.,  who  married  Charles 
A.  Arnold,  and  ^Valter,  who  married  Delia  M.  (dec),  daughter  of  John  ]\L 
I>runson,  ^Larch  22,  1^63.  Walter  many  years  ago  became  a  resident  of 
Gerry.     His  son,  John  IP,  is  a  merchant  of  Sinclairville. 

James  Bates,  son  of  James,  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  April  9,  i8oi„ 
In  1815  he  came  with  his  father's  family  to  Ellington.  They  were  among 
the  first  settlers.  (See  page  266).  About  1825  he  married  Sally  Grover. 
In  1840  he  moved  to  Gerry  and  became  a  well  known  citizen.  Pie  died 
December  12,  1891.  Mrs.  Bates  died  March  4,  1870.  Their  children  were 
Rensselaer,  (dec),  and  James  M.,  who  for  many  years  was  a  farmer  in  Gerry, 
and  is  now  a  merchant  of  Sinclairville.  James  M.  was  born  in  Ellington, 
September  24,  1831,  married  Melissa  Andrus. 

Samuel  Sinclcar,  son  of  Major  Sinclear,  born  August  14,  1801,  in  Eaton, 
settled  in  Gerry  in  1819,  married  Martha,  daughter  of  James  and  Mar- 
tha Ihicklin.     Their  children  were  :  i,  Sophia,  married  Charles  P.  Ward  ; 
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2,  Samuel,  once  partner  with  Horace  Greeley  inthe.Wa-  York  Tribune,  mar- 
ried Charlotte  A.  Perry,  (dec.)  3,  vSally,  died  young  ;  4,  Xancy,  married  Isaiah 
Cobb,  died  May  14,  1887  ;  5,  Major,  married  Amanda  G.  Moore  ;  6,  ElishaW., 
married,  first,  Anna  Pattee,  second,  Martha  Geary  ;  he  died  in  1890  ;  7,  Mar- 
tha ^I.,  married  Theodore  B.  Cobb. 

V>.  Franklin  Dennison  was  born  in  Berlin,  Rensselaer  county,  November 
13,  1825.  His  father,  Charles  G.  Dennison,  born  in  Berlin  in  1799,  settled 
in  Kllery  in  1836.  B.  P'ranklin  is  an  extensive  farmer  and  cattle  dealer.  He 
resides  in  Sinclairville  but  owns  large  tracts  of  land  and  farms  in  Gerry.  In 
1S74  he  purchased  the  Love  stand.  He  married  iC.  Minerva,  daughter  of 
Elisha  Tower.  Their  children  are  :  j ,  Charles  P^.,  born  July  9,  1863,  married 
PCsther,  daughter  of  liiram  E.  and  Wealthy  Ann  Lazcll,  born  February  30, 
1S66,  and  resides  in  vSinclairville  ;  2,  Frank  T.,  born  August  29,  1866,  mar- 
ried Kate  E.,  daughter  of  Kirk  Hopkins.    She  died  ]\Iarch  27,  1893. 

Garner  Salisbury,  born  in  Guilford,  Vt.,  June  27,  1776,  married  Huldali 
Newton  of  Ih-attleboro,  Vt.,  came  to  Gerry  in  1819,  settled  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  near  Miller's  Corners,  and  was  the  first  miller  of  Gerry.  His  child- 
ren were  :  i,  Clark  ;  2,  Bernice,  married  Walter  P^aton  ;  3,  Sophia  ;  4,  Newton, 
born  in  Brattleboro,  Vt,  April  20,  1808,  married  Julia  A.  Wheat,  April  12, 
1856.  Their  children  are  Orson  N.,  born  in  Gerry  November,  22,  1857, 
married  Lucy  Smith,  August  31,  1881,  and  Juli  i  Bernice,  born  in  Gerry  June 
2,  1862.  5,  Anner,  married  Henry  Shaw;  6,  Crarner ;  7,  Victor  P.,  married 
Almira  Wolcott  of  Otsego  county,  and  died  at  the  age  of  77  ;  his  son,  W.  L. 
Salisbury,  married  Kate  Hollenbeck  ;  8,  Hnldah,  married  Lorenzo  Eldridge, 

John  Love  was  born  January  29,  1789.  He  married  Mary  S.  Ward.  In 
181 2  he  purchased  the  farm  in  Gerry  settled  by  Amos  Atkins,  and  erected  an 
inn  there  which  he  kept  for  30  years  and  for  four  years  the  hotel  in  Sinclair- 
ville, He  died  March  18,  1857.  His  father,  John  Love,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Connecticut  in  1769,  came  to  P^llery  to  reside  in  P'ebruary,  181 1,  and  died  in 
Illinois.  Joy  Love  is  the  only  living  child  of  John  Love,  Jr.  John  A.,  son 
of  Joy  and  Rosina  Love,  married  P'anny  A.,  daughter  of  Hun.  Obed  Edson. 

John  McCullough  was  born  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  June  8,  1 788,  and  died 
in  Gerry,  June  17,  1874.  He  came  to  Otsego  when  young  and  was  married 
to  Cynthia  St.  John.  In  1S12  he  moved  to  Ontario  county,  and  in  1817  to 
Arkwright  and  to  Gerry.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  two  miles  south  of  Sin- 
clairville, which  he  owned  many  years.  I-^or  16  years  he  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Gerry.  His  children  were  Martin,  Lucy  (Mrs.  Samuel  Mount), 
Sophia  (Mrs.  David  Strong),  and  Thomas,  the  father  of  Cynthia  J.,  who  married 
limcry  Bargar,  and  ':he  grandfather  of  J. ~M.  C.  Bargar,  druggist  of  Sinclairville. 

John  M.  Anderson  and  his  family  were  the  first  Swedes  to  settle  in  Sin- 
clairville. Mr.  Anderson  and  his  family  which  included  his  step-children,  John 
H.,  Augustus^  and  Ida  Swanson,  came  to  Jamestown  in  May,  187 1,  to  Sin- 
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clairville  in  1872.  John  H.  Swanson  for  17  years  was  in  the  employment  of 
E.  F.  Patterson,  station  agent  at  Sinclairville,  as  an  express  agent.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Sinclairville.  i\Iany  Swedes  have  bonght 
farms  and  have  become  permanent  residents  of  Gerry  and  arc  among  the 
most  indnstrions  and  respectable  of  its  citizens.  August  Hanson  came  from 
Sweden  about  1S71  and  several  years  after  settled  about  a  mile  east  of  Gerry. 
A.  M.  Anderson  bought  a  farm  near  Towerville^and  now  resides  there.  Carl- 
son became  a  resident  north  of  Gerry  village,  and  John  Carlson,  in  the  employ 
of  the  D.  A.  V.  <S:  P.  R.  R.,  was  a  resident  of  Sinclairville  in  Gerry. 

Sinclairville  station  is  in  the  village  of  Sinclairville.  A  little  more  than 
one-third  of  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  and  much  the  smaller  propor- 
tion of  its  population  lies  in  (lerry. 

Gerry  village  is  not  incorporated,  but  is  a  prosperous  little  village  con- 
taining about  250  inhabitants.  Its  principal  manufacturing  establishment 
is  the  prominent  one  owned  by  the  Strong  veneering  company.  Large 
amounts  of  timber  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  veneers  once  grew  in  locali- 
ties in  tl.'is  county  near  Charlotte  and  Gerry,  and  at  an  early  period  many 
engaged  in  this  manufacture.  Philip  P^lgerton  of  Sinclairville,  Greenlief 
(1  <Sc  Cole,  Leffingwell,  Colton,  Lewis  and  Jonah  Cutting,  and  John  Strong  at 
Gerry.  T.  D.  Copp  made  voyages  to  London,  as  also  did  Wm.  S.  F'ish  later, 
to  sell  veneers.  John  Strong  and  his  son  Burdette  commenced  business  Jan- 
I,  1893,  ^  uiiU  at  Gerry,  which  had  two  cutting  veneer  mills  with  a 
capacity  of  20,000  feet  per  day.  August  28,  1893,  this  mill  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  value  of  tlie  ])roperty  was  $25,000,  insured  for  $5,000.  They 
immediately  erected  a  new  iron-clad  mill  at  Gerry,  40  by  80  feet,  three 
stories  high,  witli  a  cutting  machine  that  weighs  18  tons  and  will  cut  an 
eight-fool  log.  20  men  are  employed,  and  over  $25,000  worth  of  veneers 
manuf ietuie<l  annually.  The  tinil)er  conus  from  New  N'ork,  I\Iichi,L;an,  Teu- 
uc-ssee  and  l*enns\  h'ania.  Curly  walnut,  birch,  maple,  ash,  s>'caniore  and 
mahogany  are  used.  A.J.  Peterson's  steam  sawmill  at  Gerry  village  has  all 
modern  improvements,  employs  15  men,  and  manufactures  25,000  feet  of 
lumber  j)er  day.  William  and  Addison  Murch  own  the  sawmill  at  the  east  side 
of  the  village.  The  basket  factory  of  E.  P.  Stearns  is  also  an  important  indus- 
try. It  was  formerly  owned  by  George  Noble,  who  for  several  years  extensively 
manufactured  grape  baskets.  One  season,  besides  his  factory  at  Gerry,  he 
had  others  at  Hrocton,  Portland  and  Ashville,  at  which  he  manufactured 
1,000,000  grape  baskets.  The  Gerry  creamery,  owned  by  Ji.  P.  Stearns,  and 
the  Starr  factory,  owned  by  Marcus  Pelton,  are  butter  and  cheese  factories  of 
Gerry  \  illage.  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  R.  D.  ]\Iehan  and  S.  E.  Palmer  are  mer- 
chants, and  M.  W.  Cowden  the  physician  of  the  village.  The  town  in  1890 
had  a  po])ulation  of  1,088,  a  decrease  of  87  in  ten  years. 

7V/r  Mi  tJuniist  Iipiscopal  CluircJi  in  Gerry  was  the  first  religious  associa- 
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tion,  and  was  formed  in  or  about  181 9  by  Elder  Jonathan  Wilson.  The 
society  was  subsequently  legally  organized,  and  Deceni])er  12,  182S,  a  deed 
was  executed  by  the  Holland  Land  Company  of  100  acres  on  lot  53  of  land 
appropriated  to  religious  purposes,  to  James  Schofield,  William  Alvcrson 
and  Stoddard  Cannon,  Mctliodist  members,  as  trustees.  In  or  soon  after 
1829,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  it,  a  meetinghouse  was  built. 
It  stood  upon  the  west  side  of  the  highway,  about  two  miles  south  01  vSinclair- 
ville.  It  was  tlie  first  church  built  in  Gerry  and  in  the  Cassadaga  valley,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  Methodist  meetinghouses  in  the  county.  For  years  it 
was  the  only  church  in  Gerry.  It  was  a  center  of  Methodism  and  was  fondly 
regarded  by  the  early  Methodists.  Often  was  it  a  scene  of  religious  revivals 
and  its  vicinity  the  place  of  holding  n\any  a  camp  meeting.  Adjacent  to  it 
a  public  burying  place  was  set  apart  from  this  tract  of  land.  The  old  church 
has  long  since  passed  away,  as  have  the  earnest  and  faithful  fathers  of  the 
little  society  that  built  it.  They  sleep  in  the  burial  place  near  the  spot  where 
the  church  so  dear  to  them  was  reared.  Of  the  builders  of  this  church  and 
early  members  of  this  society,  whose  influence  was  long  felt  in  Gerry,  are 
buried  James  R.  Alverson,  his  wife,  Damaris,  his  brother,  William,  James 
Heath  and  Gilbert  Strong,  aged  92.  Here  are  buried  other  pioneers  of  Cxcrry  : 
John  McCullough,  James  Langworthy,  Robert  Lenox,  David  Strong,  David 
Cowden  and  Susannah  Woods,  died  June  15,  1873,  aged  100  years,  8  months 
and  22  days.  The  church  was  merged  in  the  Methodist  I^i>isco])al  Church 
of  Sinclairvillc.  The  meetinghouse  went  into  disuse  and  was  accidentally 
destroyed  by  fire. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Crcrry  was  formed  by  Rev.  Jonathan  Wilson 
about  1820.  It  was  composed  chiefly  of  members  from  the  Stockton  church. 
They  held  meetings  in  Jerry  Abbey's  log  house  at  "  The  Huddle,"  a  small 
cluster  of  log  houses  near  the  old  Cutting  stand.  This  church  organization 
has  ceased  to  exist. 

Methodist  Protestant  Church. — The  first  society  of  this  church  was  organ- 
ized at  the  schoolhouse  in  district  No.  4  in  Poland  in  May,  1839,  by  Rev. 
James  Covell.  The  sccou'l  one  was  organized  in  district  Xo.  11,  (Millers 
settlement),  in  Poland  in  1840  by  Rev.  O.  C.  Pa^  ne.  The  third  society  was 
organized  by  Rev.  James  Covell  at  liucklin's  Corners  April  15,  i84(^.  The 
fourth  society  was  organized  by  Rev,  Josej)!!  Parkyn  in  district  Xo.  2  in 
Gerry,  December  28,  1840,  and  included  the  country  aro!\i:d  the  early  Meth- 
odist ICpiscopal  meetinghouse.  The  first  regularly  appointed  ]^reachers  to 
the  Chautauqua  circuit  sent  by  the  Genesee  conference,  held  at  IClba,  October 
7,  1840,  was  Rev.  Joseph  Parkyn,  superintendent,  and  Rev.  K.  A.  Wheat, 
assistant.  Their  successors  have  been  William  Kmmon.s,  Elisha  Brownson, 
Alanson  Kingsley,  Randolph  Pennell,  Lewis  Sweetiand,  O.  C.  Payne,  John 
W.  Davis,  Wm.  H.  Farnham,  Isaac  Fister,  S.  M.  Short,  A.  O.  Hutcliinson, 
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C.  K.  Akley,  H.  L,  Bowen,  Charles  Hundson,  in  1882  when  the  Free  Meth- 
odist class  had  been  organized  at  Gerry  by  withdrawing  members.  The 
Kennedy  class  of  Metliodist  Protestants  was  about  this  time  separated  from 
Gerry,  making  Gerry  a  station  to  which  Rcy.  F.  N.  Foster  was  appointed  and 
served  six  years,  snpph  ing  Kennedy  also  for  three  years.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  C.  C.  Reynolds,  A.  L.  Stinard,  S.  E.  Matthews.  In  September, 
1862,  Rev.  D.  S.  Skillman  was  appointed  and  continues  paston 

/v7V  Mi-tJiodist  CIntrcJi  of  Gerry  was  organized  in  1880.  In  1883  an 
excellent  church  building  was  erected  on  a  lot  donated  by  N.  J.  Wilson  at 
Gerry  village.  Among  those  who  contributed  largely  were  N.  J.  Wilson, 
John  Strong,  L.  R.  Barmorc,  Walter  A.  Sellew,  Jarvis  K.  Wilson,  Joseph 
Truslcr,  H.  X.  Sealy  and  others.  Oi  the  ministers  who  ha\'e  served  this 
church  are  those  who  stand  high  in  the  councils  of  the  church  at  large, 
among  whom  are  :  J.  H.  Harmon,  Walter  A.  Sellew,  B.  R.  Jones,  editor  of  the 
denominational  paper,  Prof.  D.  S.  Warner,  principal  of  Spring  Arbor  Semi- 
nary, Mich.,  J.  S.  ]\IcGeary,  a  prominent  member  of  the  Genesee  conference, 
and  others.  An  excellent  parsonage  is  connected  with  the  church.  A  fine 
toned  bell  from  the  IMcwSliane  bell  foundry  of  Baltimore,  a  gift  from  N.  J. 
Wilson,  hangs  in  the  belfry.  To  the  Free  ^lethodist  church  and  the  public 
spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Gerry  the  county  is  indebted  for  a  valuable  benevo- 
lent institution,  (icrry  Seminary  was  founded  by  Walter  A.  Sellew.  The 
grounds  were  donated  and  purchased  by  the  citizens  and  others  in  1884.  The 
buildings  were  put  up  and  owned  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Sellew.  I"or  four  years  it 
was  used  as  a  school  under  the  control  of  the  owner.  80  pupils  were  in 
attendance  in  one  \  ear  and  five  teachers  emj)loyed.  It  was  maintained  by  the 
income  and  the  sul^scription  of  friends.  The  seminary  property  in  1888  con- 
sisted of  about  eight  acres  of  land,  a  frame  two-slory  building  with  stone 
})asement  40/50  feet,  and  out-buildings,  the  cost  of  which  was  $7,200. 
This  property  was  purchased  that  N'ear  for  the  "  orphanage  and  home  for  the 
maintenance  of  indigent  persons  and  orphan  children,"  Vw'ithout  distinction 
as  to  religion  or  nationality,  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  PVee  Methodists. 
Walter  A.  vSellew  made  a  generous  donation  of  $5,700  in  the  i)urchase.  The 
institution  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  O.  O.  Bacon.  The 
first  inmate  was  received  June  3,  1889.  September  i,  1893,  there  were  33 
inmates  supj)()rted  b\-  the  institution,  of  whom  17  were  children,  nine  aged 
persons,  five  workers  and  two  boarders.  In  1890,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  ten  acres 
of  land  was  added  to  tlie  property. 

Si  i'i:kvis<)KS.— Saiiiu.-l  Siiiclcar,  6  year.>  ;  Amos  Atknis,  1S14;  Si-lah  Pickctl,  iSij;  Joel 
lUitucli.  years  ;  IIn_L;h  U.  raltcrsoii,  11  years;  Nathan  l^ikc,  1 SJ9  ;  James  Sooliehl, 
Saimiel  I*art:;o,  iS^'^  ;  Willanl  liucklin.  S  yi-ars  ;  Wjji.  M.  Waj^j^oner,  2  years  ;  William  ]'>li>s,  2 
years;  W'm.  R.  Wi!s<.ii,  2  years;  Siihiey  I-'.  Palmer,  5  years  ;  \Vm.  Mellen,  :S56  ;  Jame^.  lUieklin, 
6  years  ;  Lyman  IvaU>!i,  1S5;;  inniel  ( '.rinilh,  2  years  ;  Rol)ert  Lenox,  iS6<:);  (lahislia  r.eanlsly, 
6  years  ;  ('.eor<;e  A.  Aldriili,  2  ye;ir.s  ;  \\.  1".  Dennison,  2  years  ;  W'illiatn  IL  Scot  I,  3  yeais  ;  Jar- 
vis  K.  Wilson,  ;^  year>  ;  Jolm  1',  i'!n.  lj»s,  iSj(^  ;  Ciiavles  A.  Traey,  9  year.>>  ;  Henry  Starr,  5  years. 
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CHAPTER  LXXV. 

A  BRIKF  SKETCH  OF  THE  EARLY  SETTLEMENTS. 

BV  Dr.LOSS  Tl  TNAM. 

DURING  the  winter  of  1809  young  Jonathan  Bugbce  left  the  paternal 
fireside  in  Madison  count}',  and  with  a  light  axe  and  trusty  fowling 
piece,  made  a  tour  of  inspection,  alone  and  on  foot,  to  the  wilderness 
of  central  Chautauqua.  After  a  careful  inspection  of  the  country,  in  which 
lie  was  finally  aided  by  the  advice  and  guidance  of  a  friendly  member  of  a 
surveying  party,  he  selected  a  claim  at  what  is  now  known  as  Centralia,  in 
the  south  part  of  Stockton.  Remaining  a  few  days  to  begin  a  clearing  and 
gather  material  for  a  log  house,  he  returned  to  IJatavia  on  his  way  home, 
and  received  an  ''article  "  which  would  entitle  him  to  a  deed  of  205  acres  of 
land  at  $2.50  per  acre,  if  that  price  should  be  paid  within  a  sj^ecified  time. 
In  the  winter  of  181 1  young  Kugbee  returned  to  his  little  clearing,  acconi- 
banicd  by  his  parents  and  two  brothers,  \V>'man  and  Simeon.  In  the  mean- 
time, (1810,)  John  West,  Bela  Todd  and  Joseph  Green  from  Herkimer  county, 
had  started  clearings  a  half  mile  west  of  J*ugbee's,  while  two  miles  still 
further  west,  David  Watcrbury,  Shadrick  Scofield  and  Henry  Walker  from 
Saratoga  county,  had  formed  a  settlement.  These  were  soon  followed  by 
several  others,  and  in  181 4  a  log  schoolhouse  was  built  near  the  present 
structure  at  Denton's  Corners,  that  bears  the  inscri])tion  :  "  Stockton  School 
District  No.  i."  Dexter  Barnes  built  a  log  blacksmith  shop  in  that  vicinity, 
and  supplied  with  axes  the  various  settlers  for  several  miles  around.  Henry 
Walker,  (wlio  finally  located  midway  between  the  two  neighborhoods), 
became  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  apjH)intnicnt  of  tlie  governor,  ajid  on  court 
occasions  aj^])eared  in  the  dignity  (^f  official  robes,  consisting  of  a  d.nk  mantle 
and  treble  ca])es.  At  the  former  .'settlement,  to  accornmodate  the  many 
seekers  fifter  land,  I»(?la  Todd  starle<l  a  log  tavern  in  i8i,|,  Dr.  Iv  1*.  Su ad- 
man atterded  to  calls  in  his  ju't)fession,  ;ui<l  Lewis  liump  (|,l;ile  unknown) 
opened  a  small  store,  receiving  su])])lies  b)-  wa)'  of  Tinkerlown,  (now  Dewilt- 
ville).  John  West  and  Martha  liarnliait  were  united  in  marriage  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Waterbury,  December  31,  181  2,  being  thefirst  white  couple 
married  in  Stockton.    Mr.  West  finally  opened  a  log  lavern,  and  subsequently 
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a  frame  hotel,  which  he  conducted  about  25  years.  In  1815  a  Baptist  church 
was  organized  at  the  log  schoolhouse  with  Rev.  Asa  Turner  pastor.  Rev. 
Joseph  Bailey  organized  a  "  Christian  "  church  a  little  later,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood further  east.  Two  miles  southeast  of  Bugbee's,  (now  South  Stockton,) 
Abel  Brunson  from  Chenango  county,  settled  in  April,  181 1,  and  Resolved 
W.  Fenner  moved  from  Madison  county  to  that  vicinity  soon  after. 

In  the  spring  of  181 1  Benjamin  Miller  journeyed  from  Oneida  county 
and  entered  a  claim  two  miles  south  of  Bear  lake,  a  little  east  of  the  creek. 
Before  dark  on  the  day  of  arrival  a  temporary  abode  was  completed  for  the 
safety  and  comfort  of  his  family.  Abel  Thompson,  also  from  Oneida  county^ 
erected  the  first  dwelling  at  what  was  early  known  as  Bear-creek  corners. 
Among  those  that  soon  followed  were  Katon  Ford,  Samuel  Crissey,  Gould 
Crissey,  Christopher  Smith,  Jolin  IMitchell,  Levi  C.  Miller  and  Truman  Todd  ; 
including  also  Hiram  Lazell,  shoemaker,  Carlton  Jones,  physician,  and  a  Mr. 
Hines,  carpenter.  A  store  was  opened  by  James  Haywood  in  181 7.  A  Bap- 
tist church  was  organized  there  in  181 7  by  Revs.  Joy  Handy  and  Asa  Turner.. 
In  18 18  Hiram  Lazell  and  Elijah  Nelson  added  to  the  place  a  much  needed 
sawmill,  and  a  year  later  a  gristmill.  Calvin  Warren  secured  land  contigu- 
ous to  Bear  lake  outlet  in  the  spring  of  181 6,  and  in  its  im])rovements  was. 
assisted  by  two  sons,  Chauncey  and  ]\Larcius,  who  also  enjoyed  its  benefits. 
Much  of  this  property  is  now  owned  by  L.  C.  Warren,  a  grandson  of  Calvin. 
Othello  Church  settled  at  the  outlet  of  Cassadaga  lake  early  in  1812,  followed 
soon  after  by  Ichabod  Fisher,  Elmer  Wood,  Nehemiali  Woodcock,  Nathaniel 
vSmith,  Abner  Putnam,  Philip  PMiillips  and  others,  all  from  eastern  counties  in 
this  state,  except  one  or  two  families  said  to  have  come  from  New  England. 
A  few  of  them  settled  west  of  Cassadaga  creek,  on  lands  extending  upon  the 
hills.  In  1S16  the  business  places  of  Cassadaga  included  Ichabod  Fisher, 
tavern  keeper,  Henry  L.  Walker,  store  keeper,  Grove  Page,  physician, 
and  Ammi  Richard,  shoemaker.  James  Beebe  was  the  first  postmaster, 
(date  unknown).  The  Baptist  church  was  the  first  religious  society  there, 
and  was  organized  December  i,  1833.  Thus  is  found  previous  to  181 7  busi- 
ness centers  in  various  parts  of  the  ]M-esent  town,  and  many  log  cabins,  each 
cozy  dwelling  insuring  a  temporary  home  for  the  welcome  friends  that  fol- 
lowed. In  1 8 16  Capt.  Andrew  Putnam  and  wife  made  a  visit  to  their 
daughter,  the  wife  of  Jonathan  Ihigbee,  and  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  coun- 
try that  their  possessions  in  Madison  county  were  disposed  of,  and  in  Febru- 
ar\-,  1817,  they  moved  upon  lands  half-a-mile  east  of  the  present  Centralia. 
When,  in  1821,  Stockton  was  organized  into  a  town,  he  alone  of  its  citizens 
enjoyed  the  happy  ownership  of  a  deed. 

Tlie  first  ])osl<)frice  in  town  was  established  in  1820,  with  Ebenezer  T>  ler 
])ostniaster.  It  was  christened  Oregon  (now  Centralia),  and  Sampson 
Crooker  carried  tlie  mail  each  wav  once  a  week  between  Ellicottville  and. 
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Mayvillc.  From  the  difficulty  experienced  in  crossin<:^  tlie  lar<;cst  streams, 
he  at  first  made  the  journey  on  foot,  but  soon  managed  to  get  through  on 
liorseback. 

During  tlie  war  of  of  1812-14,  about  one  dozen  of  tlie  youngmen  of  tliese 
settlements  were  called  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  Buffalo.  After  the 
bm-ning  of  that  town  they  all  happily  returned,  Comfort  Morgan  with  a  bul- 
let in  his  leg,  while  the  hat  of  Wyman  Bugbec  was  punctured  by  the  missile 
intended  for  its  wearer. 

The  wedding  tours  of  our  first  settlers  were  enjoyed  on  plain  sleds  pro- 
pelled by  ox  teams.  If  elegance  and  luxury  were  lacking,  beauty  and  h()]>e 
and  intelligence  were  not,  and  the  w^orthy  bride  in  the  homes]Min  gown  may 
have  been  just  as  happy  as  the  jeweled  brides  are  now.  The  log  cabins  were 
generally  16x20  feet,  with  a  great  open  fire  at  one  end  of  the  only  room,  that 
room  serving  as  a  kitchen,  pantry,  parlor  and  bedroom,  with  space  allotted 
for  loom,  spinning-wheel,  distaff,  and,  finally,  the  cradle.  At  dusk  the  little 
flocks  of  sheep  were  driven  where  the  wolves  would  not  get  them,  (See 
page  281).  If  the  stock  of  venison  got  low,  the  careful  marksman  placed  a 
fresh  deer  where  the  panthers  would  not  find  it.  Then,  when  the  great  fire 
illuminated  the  apartment,  if  a  few  neighbors  called,  the  fiddle  was  put  in 
tune,  and  the  merry  dancers  enjoyed  the  s])ace  that  somehow  was  jMovided. 
The  energies  of  the  hardy  woodsmen  were  chiefly  required  in  prejxiring  habi- 
tations, clearing  lands,  fitting  patches  of  ground  for  crops  of  grain,  and  pro- 
tecting the  fields  and  sheep  from  destructive  wild  beasts.  Little  time  could 
at  first  be  spared  for  making  roads,  and  directions  were  indicated  between 
points  by  means  of  "  blazed  trees."  But  in  181 1,  to  facilitate  business  and 
travel,  the  Holland  Land  Company  began  the  opening  of  a  primitive  high- 
way from  ^Layville  eastward  to  the  Crcnesee  river,  and  its  course  was  through 
the  south  part  of  Stockton.  This  soon  resulted  in  considerable  trav(d  along 
tlie  line,  and  afforded  business  for  many  taverns.  Among  those  who  early 
entertained  sojourners  within  the  present  boundaries  of  the  town,  were  Abel 
Brnnson,  Jonathan  Bugbee,  Bela  Todd,  John  West,  James  Colby,  James  Dyer, 
and  Henry  K.  Gravit.  Some  of  the  log  taverns  were  in  a  few  years  replaced 
by  commodious  frame  buildings  that  afforded  excellent  hotel  accommodations 
to  those  going  west,  until  the  tide  of  travel  was  diverted  elsewhere  by  the 
introduction  of  railwa}'S. 

In  1824  Dr.  Waterman  Ellsworth  located  at  Delanti.  He  wr^s  the  first 
postmaster  at  that  place,  and  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  wide  range  of  prac- 
tice. At  that  central  point  had  rapidly  developed  a  thriving  village  with 
various  designations  by  which  it  was  known,  none  of  which  were  acceptable 
to  the  residents.  To  arrive  at  a  fair  conclusion  the  village  citizens  united 
in  a  meeting  early  in  January,  1833,  and,  with  Anion  Crane  chairman  and 
Milton  Smith  secretary,  after  considerable  discussion,  unanimously  voted  to 
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accept  the  name  "  Delanti,"  suggested  by  Miss  IvOraine  Danfortb,  a  popular 
teacher  of  the  village  school.  But  as  the  postoffice  continued  under  the 
name  applied  to  the  town,  the  beautiful  choice  arrived  at  by  the  founders  of 
tliat  village  may  soon  be  unknown,  save  in  local  history.  In  the  brief  details 
presented,  little  mention  is  made  where  the  most  credit  belongs.  The  faith- 
ful help-meets  who  shared  the  privations,  concealed  their  tears,  and  ever 
weary  with  toil,  gave  aid  to  the  sick  and  hope  to  the  desponding,  let  them 
in  the  mind  of  the  reader  be  associated  as  ready  co-workers  in  bringing  about 
the  improvements  now  enjoyed.  And  now,  turning  over  the  years  that  have 
brought  fame  to  man\'  sons  of  the  honored  pioneers,  we  find  essentially  a 
dairy  town  with  fertile  fields,  beautiful  homes,  thriving  villages  and  charm- 
ing summer  resorts.  A  railway  crossing  the  town  affords  two  excellent  sta- 
tions, with  a  third  almost  touching  the  line.  Six  postofiices,  viz.  :  Stock- 
ton, Cassadaga,  South  Stockton,  Centralia,  Burnham  and  Moons,  each  sup- 
plied with  twelve  mails  per  week,  afford  evidence  of  intelligence  that  is  in 
line  with  the  enterprise  that  preceded  the  present  inhabitants. 


Stockton  was  set  off  from  Chautauqua,  February  9,  1821.  It  has  an  area 
of  29,037  acres.  The  first  townmeeting  was  held  April  3,  1821.  The  officers 
elected  were  :  Calvin  Warren,  supervisor ;  John  Curtis,  town  clerk  ;  John 
Tyler,  Hiram  Lazell  and  Ebenezer  Smith,  Jr.,  assessors;  Joseph  Sacket,  and 
John  Newbre,  overseers  of  poor ;  Levi  C.  I^Iiller,  Salmon  Tyler  and  David 
Sacket,  highway  con.missioners  ;  Hiram  Lazell,  collector ;  Lewis  C.  Todd, 
Calvin  Tyler  and  Ebenezer  Smith,  Jr.,  school  commissioners  ;  Newell  Put- 
nam and  Hiram  Lazell,  constables.  This  town  has  many  butter  and  cheese 
factories,  and  is  a  leading  dairy  town  of  the  county.  A  factory  is  located  at 
Centralia,  one  at  Moon's,  one  at  Cassadaga  and  one  near  Delanti.  A  leading 
factory  is  about  two  miles  west  of  Delanti,  which  for  12  years  has  been  con- 
ducted by  Silas  W.  Lewis.  He  is  son  of  Jacob  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Mar- 
cellus,  Onondaga  county,  August  16,  179S.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1830. 
Lumbering  on  the  Cassadaga  was  an  early  industry.  H.  A.  Ross  says  that 
The  mill  on  tlie  Cassadaga  at  South  Stockton  was  built  by  R.  W.  Feiiner 
in  1824  ;  it  was  later  owned  by  Forbes  Johnson.  In  1827  a  gristmill  was 
built  by  Johnson  .S:  Fenner,  which  is  still  owned  by  members  of  the  Johnson 
family.  I  think  that  this  is  the  only  instance  of  a  grist  or  sawmill  owned  or 
operated  at  the  present  time  by  descendants  of  the  pioneer  owner.  The  next 
and  last  mill  on  the  Cassadaga  from  which  lumber  was  run  to  southern  mar- 
kets was  built  by  Bela  Todd  about  1829,  and  sold  to  Charles  D.  Cooper,  who 
built  a  carding  and  cloth-dressing  establishment.  A  sawmill  is  still  there. 
*    *    *    A  gristmill  and  sawmill  were  built  at  the  foot  of  Bear  lake 
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(Delanti)  by  John  Hines,  Hiram  Lazelle  and  Elijah  Nelson  about  181 8.  *  *  * 
Any  who  have  seen  the  upper  Cassadaga  creek  about  and  above  South  Stock- 
ton would  wonder  how  a  lumber  raft  could  ever  be  run  down  that  small  stream. 
When  I  give  for  the  benefit  of  the  uninitiated  the  size  of  a  raft  they  may  be 
still  more  surprised.  The  usual  size  of  a  five-platform  piece  was  16  feet 
wide,  and  the  length  of  five  16-foot  boards,  from  70  to  80  feet.  These  rafts 
were  from  15  to  20  courses  deep,  and  were  rigged  with  an  oar  or  sweep  on 
each  end  to  guide  the  raft.  This  was  a  pretty  large  raft  to  run  out  of  so  small 
a  stream.  They  were  run  in  single  rafts  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cassadaga  where 
two  were  coupled  t<igether  lengthwise,  in  which  shape  they  were  run  into  the 
Allegany  fleet." 

A  large  and  rich  deposit  of  shell  marl  underlies  the  bed  of  the  ancient 
Cassadaga  lake,  embracing  the  Cassadaga  lakes  and  surrounding  swamps  and 
marshes.  Analysis  shows  it  nearly  pure  carbonate  of  lime,  almost  identical 
with  the  English  chalk  cliffs  from  which  the  celebrated  Portland  cement  is 
made.  From  this  marl  was  made  a  dark  colored  lime  which  furnished  the 
pioneer  cabins  with  their  plastering,  and  the  church  in  Cassadaga  was  plas- 
tered with  it.  The  Chautauqua  Cement  company  was  organized  about  1890, 
a  large  acreage  was  purchased,  and  a  manufactory,  embracing  a  large  mill, 
compounding  rooms,  laboratory,  and  kiln,  has  been  built  adjoining  the  D.  A. 
V.  &  P.  R.  R.,  near  Cassadaga  station. 

Bear  lake,  on  the  north  border  of  the  town,  is  one  of  the  sources  of  Cas- 
sadaga creek,  and  is  noted  for  the  number  and  quality  of  its  fish,  as  well  as 
the  beauty  of  surrounding  scenery.  Its  outlet  flows  southeasterly  through 
the  town,  passing  through  Delanti  and  South  Stockton.  The  section  of  Cas- 
sadaga lakes  has  been  widely  known  and  visited  as  a  place  of  incomparable 
beauty,  differing  much  from  many  of  the  other  noted  resorts,  but  with  a 
witching  charm  peculiar  to  itself. 

Cassadaga  village  possesses  a  splendid  graded  school,  good  churches,  sev- 
eral business  houses,  and  is  a  beautiful  restful  summer  resort.  It  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Cassadaga  lake,  near  Cassadaga  station,  on  the  D.  A.  V.  &  P.  R. 
R.  One  of  the  most  extensive  industries  is  the  basket  factory  of  C.  V.  Beebe 
cv:  Co.,  where  1,000,000  grape  baskets  can  be  made  annually.  Asa  Burnham, 
who  claims  to  have  made  the  first  factory  cheese  produced  in  western  New 
York  and  was  once  a  noted  King  of  the  turf,"  is  a  residen*^  here.  Knott  &. 
Hill  have  a  steam  mill  where  they  make  sash,  doors,  veranda  posts,  etc.,  and 
do  custom  turning.  E.  Woods  Sl  Son  have  a  feed  mill  on  Jamestown  street, 
and  deal  in  flour,  meal,  grain,  etc.  Mr.  Woods  is  postmaster  at  Burnham 
postoflice,  Cassadaga  station.  L.  M.  Smith  and  A.  P.  Cushman  conduct 
merchandising,  E.  P.  Straight  owns  and  operates  the  Cassadaga  creamery, 
also  one  at  South  Pom  fret,  and  one  at  Laona.  H.  Burnham  has  a  saw  and 
planing  mill  and  a  cheese  box  factory  at  the  station,  the  Todd  Sanitarium  is 
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near  Lily  Dale  on  the  edge  of  the  town,  and  other  industries  might  be  classed 
as  belonging  to  Cassadaga.    (See  page  313). 

Church ivS. — The  Baptists  were  early  here.  Many  belonged  to  a  church 
near  Chauiauqua  lake  formed  in  1808.  The  first  services  were  held  by  Rev, 
Joy  Handy  in  March,  1S14,  at  Jonathan  Bugbee's  house.  The  church  above 
mentioned  was  formed  into  two  in  1817,  one  of  which  in  April,  1821,  became 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Stockton,  and  in  October,  [S21,  the  First  Baptist  Con- 
gregational vSociety  was  incorporated,  and  received  the  grant  of  50  acres  of 
land  ofTercd  to  each  of  the  first  two  churches  by  the  Holland  Land  Company. 
The  settlers  in  Bear  Creek  valley  held  meetings  in  1815,  and  ]\Larcli  12,  1817, 
organized  at  Delanti  the  Third  Baptist  Church  of  Chautauqua."  Cassadaga 
Ba])ti>t  church  was  organized  I^Iay  8,  1834.  These  societies  have  done  good 
work  in  the  Master's  cause.  A  Congregational  church  was  organized  as  early 
as  1 81 5,  The  ^(ethodists  had  foothold  here  about  1825  have  held  meet- 
ings continuously  since.  The  church  at  Oregon  was  organized  in  1839  or 
1840.  The  Christian  church  at  Delanti  was  formed  in  1825.  There  are 
representatives  of  other  denominations  residing  here.  The  Universalists  and 
United  Brethren  have  had  societies  here  since  1850. 

Cassai)A(;a  Lakk  Frkk  Association. — ''Lily  Dale"  is  the  name  of  the 
grounds  of  this  association.  These  grounds  are  in  Stockton  and  beautifully 
situated  on  a  tract  of  land  called  ''  The  Island,"  and  which  was  once  actually 
an  island.  The  waters  which  surrounded  it  have  now  diminished  to  four 
beautiful  lakes,  connected  by  narrow  channels,  usually  called  the  Lower, 
I^Iiddle,  Upper  and  Mud  lakes.  Lily  Dale  is,  perhaps,  the  most  important 
assembling  place  in  the  United  St..ites  of  those  who  believe  in  the  possibility 
of  intercourse  with  tiie  invisil^le  world.  The  large  summer  gathering  here 
of  people  from  distant  parts  of  the  countr)',  the  pleasant  scenery  and  fine 
grounds,  the  singular  and  unique  program  of  entertainments,  eacli  year 
improving  in  its  intellectual  quality,  all  contribute  to  make  Lily  Dale  a  place 
of  unusual  interest.  Some  of  the  many  spiritualist  camping  grounds  have  had 
longer  existence  than  Lily  Dale,  but  none  have  more  legitimate  claim  to 
hold  the  leading  place,  for,  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  in  the  little  village  of 
Laona,  occurred  nearly  the  earliest  movement  in  the  histor}'  of  Spiritualism. 
To  this  movement  Lily  Dale  owes  its  origin.  Before  the  Rochester  knock- 
ings,"  and  as  early  as  the  winter  of  1844-5,  ^lo^"-'^"  lectured  to  the  people 
of  Laona  upon  mesmerism  and  animal  magnetism,  and  a  number  of  the  citi- 
zens had  given  their  attention  to  these  and  kindred  sul)jects,  until  their  minds 
liad  become  ripe  to  receive  Spiritualism.  Among  those  were  William  John- 
son and  Jeremiah  F.  Carter.  !Mr.  Carter  and  ]\Iiss  C.  A.  Ramsdell  became  well- 
known  mesmeric  ''  subjects,"  and  the  latter  a  "medimn,"  before  s|)iritua]i.^ni 
was  known.  In  1S50,  two  )  ears  after  spirit  rappings  "  be<;an  in  the  Vox  fam- 
ily, Miss  Harriet  M.  Doolittle  of  I^aona  produced  spirit  ra])s,  was  controlled 
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to  write,  and  entered  into  the  clairvoyant  trance.  A  little  later  there  were 
many  otlier  mediums  and  believers  at  Laona,  and  it  became  a  stronj^diold. 
For  a  quarter  of  a  century  meetings  were  lield  there,  and  undiminished  inter- 
est taken.  The  Laona  Free  Association,"  composed  of  Free  Thinkers  and 
Spiritualists,  was  organized  soon  after  1850,  and  the  church  of  the  Cliristian 
denomination  purchased  for  their  meetings  which  they  made  free  to  every 
belief.  Among  the  early  speakers  were  William  Denton,  who  lectured  upon 
geology,  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  Elizabeth  Lowe  (Watson),  Cora  L.  \'.  Scott 
(Richmond),  Lyman  C.  Howe  and  others. 

The  vS})iritualists  of  Laona  and  vicinity  l)egan  lo  hold  picnics  at  Willard 
Alden's  grove  upon  the  Cassadaga  lakes  nearly  twenty-five  years  ago  and 
Sunday,  June  15,  1873,  Alden's  grove,  Lyman  C.  Howe  being  the  speaker, 
was  dedicated  to  their  use.  Jeremiah  F.  Carter  was  the  first  to  suggest  the 
holding  of  camp-meetings.  The  first  one  held  commenced  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber II,  1877,  ^^^^^  closed  the  following  Sunday.  The  average  attendance  at 
the  meetings  was  about  100  and  400  on  Sunday.  Lectures  were  delivered 
by  I\Irs.  Watson,  Lyman  C.  Howe  and  others.  Camp-meetings  were  held 
until  1880.  In  1879  an  association  was  organized  with  A,  S.  Cobb  as  presi- 
dent ;  O.  G.  Chase,  vice-president ;  Thomas  J.  Skidmore,  treasurer ;  Joe  W. 
Rood,  secretary  ;  which  purchased  from  John  and  M.  P'isher  most  of  the 
present  grounds,  which  were  dedicated  June  15,  1880.  Mrs.  E.  L.  Watson 
delivered  the  address.  During  the  summer  a  two-story  hotel  and  the  first 
cottage  (the  Sage  cottage)  were  erected  and  soon  followed  by  others.  August 
7,  the  hotel  was  opened  and  the  first  jneeting  held,  addressed  by  O.  P,  Kel- 
log,  Mrs.  Amelia  H.  Colby  and  others.  The  new  organization,  named  by 
i\Irs.  Colby  The  Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Association  "  has  now  continued  with 
great  success  for  14  years.  Thousands  of  people  annually  assemble  there, 
many  from  great  distances,  and  the  fame  of  Cassadaga  or  Lilv  Dale''  has 
spread  far  and  wide.  Thomas  J.  Skidmore  succeeded  Mr.  Cobb  as  president. 
The  present  board  of  trustees  are  Hon.  A.  Gaston,  president  ;  A.  E.  Gaston, 
secretary  ;  T.J.  Skidmore,  treasurer;  ALaj.  M.  R.  Rouse,  H.  W.  Richardson, 
D.  B.  Merritt,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Pettingill  and  Mrs.  H.  Skidmore.  In  1887  iS 
acres  were  added  to  the  grounds  and  Lily  Dale  was  set  o(T  as  a  new  school 
district.  In  1891  th.ere  were  125  cottages,  the  association  property  was  valued 
at  $32,000  and  the  entire  property  at  $100,000.  In  1S93  tl  e  number  of  cot- 
tages was  215  and  forty  or  more  families  were  making  it  their  ])ermanent 
home.  It  has  a  good  physician,  waterworks,  electric  lights  and  all  tlie  con- 
veniences of  a  modern  town.  Besides  lectures,  there  are  a  children's  lyceum, 
a  class  in  physical  culture  and  elocution,  a  class  in  spiritual  science,  a  danc- 
ing academy  and  a  library  founded  by  I^Irs.  M.  H.  Skidmore.  E.xcellent 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  have  always  been  provided.  Damon's  band  of 
Dunkirk  and  the  Northwestern  orchestra  of  iMeadville,  Pa.,  have  been  in 
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attendance  for  several  seasons,  and  Belle  Cole  and  other  fine  singers  have 
delighted  large  audiences.  Among  the  many  speakers  these  have  occupied 
the  platform  :  Hon.  A.  B.  French,  Hon.  Warren  Chase,  Mrs.  Cora  L.  V. 
Richmond,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie,  O.  P.  Kellog,  Hudson  Tuttle,  Prof.  Bradford, 
Mrs.  Clara  Watson,  Samuel  Watson,  Miss  Jennie  B.  Hagan,  George  W.  Tay- 
lor, A.  B.  Richmond,  Rev.  Anna  Shaw,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Hon.  Sidney 
Dean  and  ex-Gov.  John  P.  St.  John.  He  who  has  attended  the  meetings  at 
Lily  Dale,  whatever  belief  he  may  entertain  respecting  the  truth  of  the 
opinions  promulgated,  cannot  but  be  impressed  with  the  sincerity  and  ability 
with  which  the  speakers  maintain  their  faith. 

SoMiCTinNC,  A  n()i!T  vSoMJ-:  OK  THiC  ]*i<:oi'i.i<:.— Jonathan  lUigbee,  Jr.,  son 
of  Jonatiian  and  Mary  (Dean)  P>ugbce,  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  May 
II,  1789.  He  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Stockton,  and  for  man)'  years  a  tav- 
ern-keeper. He  had  two  sons  and  six  daughters.  Judge  L.  Bugbee,  his  sec- 
ond son,  was  born  in  vStockton,  PV'bruary  10,  1818,  and  lived  on  the  old 
homestead':  His  father  died  in  1829,  ^^^^^^  J^^^^^S*^  remained  with  his  mother, 
assisting  in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  availed  himself,  however,  of  his 
opportunities  for  education,  and  when  17  taught  school  ;  when  22  he  was 
elected  commissioner  of  common  schools,  and  when  that  office  was  abolished, 
he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  schools,  holding  the  office  several  years, 
also  that  of  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  for  some  time  deputy  collector  of 
internal  revenue.  Mr.  Bugbee  was  one  of  the  founders  and  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Chautau(jua  Society  of  History  and  Natural  Science  and  its  treas- 
urer until  his  death  June  9,  1888.  His  paper,  Pioneer  Homes  in  Chautau- 
qua County,"  read  before  the  society,  is  a  most  valua])le  accpiisition  to  this 
work  as  ])eiug  tlie  most  graphic  pen  picture  written  of  earh'  times.  He  also 
wrote  an  admira1>le  liistory  of  Stockton,  which  should  be  published  as  a  vol- 
ume. Judge  L.  Bugl)ee  married  Mary  Ann  Flagg.  Their  children  were 
Florence  P^.,  (dec.)  who  married  Walter  11  Morton,  and  J.  Eugene. 

John  West,  born  in  New  Hampshire,  February  5,  1790,  came  in  May, 
1811,  to  Chautauqua  with  his  foster  father,  Philo  Hopson,  and  assisted  him 
in  building  a  log  cabin  on  the  site  of  the  brick  blacksmith  shop  at  Hartfield  ; 
this  was  the  first  building  in  that  place.  He  afterwards  assisted  Hopson  and 
William  Bateman  to  build  a  sawmill  on  the  inlet,  which  sawed  boards  the 
same  season.  In  i8ri  he  and  Dexter  Barnes  helped  clear  the  land  of  the 
county  poorhouse  farm,  and  soon  after  he  assisted  to  cut  a  road  for  the  Holland 
Land  Company  from  (ierry  into  Cattaraugus  county.  Mr.  West  married 
^lartha  Barnhart.  Their  children  were  Hiram,  Katherine  (married  Samuel 
Bradt),  Lewis,  Clark  (born  I\Lay  27,  1819,  married  Jane  P.  Rolph),  Henrietta 
(married  Monroe  Pierce),  David,  William,  John,  PCliza  (married  Samuel  Ames), 
Martha  (married  Hiram  Morse). 

Walter  Perrin,  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  May  19,  1S06,  came  to  Chau- 


Stockton. 


903 


tauqua  in  1831^  remained  until  fall,  then  went  to  Woodstock,  married  Lucy 
Dorsett  November  22,  1831,  immediately  returned  and  settled  upon  his  farm 
near  Centralia,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  June  5,  1880.  Mrs.  Perrin 
died  April  2,  1891,  aged  85.  Of  six  children  two  lived  to  manhood.  Cassius 
B.,  lx)rn  April  26,  1845,  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Samuel  Crissey  ;  she  died 
January  12,  1891,  leaving  one  daughter,  Edith  Fenn  ;  Mr.  Perrin  owns  and 
occupies  the  old  homestead  ;  Dwight  Perrin,  born  July  13,  1S47,  resides  i'^ 
Jamestown. 

Sawyer  Phillips,  son  of  Philip  Phillips,  born  iu  Ashficld,  Mass.,  in  1791, 
came  to  Stockton  in  18 15  with  Aaron  Smith  and  Daniel  Whitman.  They 
made  this  journey  on  foot.  They  went  east  and  the  next  spring  returned 
with  two  ox  teams,  bringing  tlieir  parents  and  their  families.  Sawyer  Phil- 
lips, in  1S18,  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Parker  of  Ellery.  Their 
cliildrcn,  all  born  on  the  old  homestead  near  Cassadaga  now  owned  by  Allen 
Putnam,  were:  i,  Alonzo,  born  in  1821,  died  in  1826;  2,  Thomas  D.,  born 
in  1822,  married  Loretta  Hartford.  Their  children  were  vSawyer,  Charles 
and  Mary.  His  wife  died  in  1847  and  he  married  Sybil  Fisher.  He  ^:>rac- 
ticed  dentistry  in  Cassadaga  until  his  death  in  1893  ;  3,  Williston,  born  in 
1824,  died  in  Cassadaga.  His  daughter,  Winifred,  married  Hon.  John  S. 
Lambert ;  4,  Alonzo  P.,  married  Fidelia,  daughter  of  IClijah  Woods.  He  is 
a  physician  and  fruit  raiser,  and  resides  at  Fredonia ;  5,  William  W.,  born 
in  1828,  resides  near  Cassadaga;  6,  Charles,  born  in  1830,  resides  in  Cassa- 
daga; 7,  Sawyer,  born  in  1831,  died  in  1854;  8,  Joshua,  born  in  1833,  died 
in  1834  ;  9,  Philip,  born  in  Stockton  in  1834,  married  Olive  ^L  Clark  of 
Ohio.  He  is  a  well-known  author  and  singer  of  sacred  music.  (See  page 
377);  H>,  Rosina,  born  in  1836,  married  Milton  C.  I>eebc  in  1862,  a  well- 
known  architect;  11,  Alphonzo  R.,  died  in  infancy;  12,  George  H.  ;  13, 
Barney. 

Calvin  Warren,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  the  first  supervisor,  settled 
1 1 J  miles  north  of  Delanti.  His  son  Chauncey  was  born  in  Windham  county. 
Conn.,  in  1802,  married  Sally  Knowlton  in  1823.  He  succeeded  to  his  fath- 
er's farm.  He  was  six  years  supervisor  of  Stockton,  and  an  esteemed  citizen. 
He  left  three  sons:  i,  Amos  K.,  distinguished  for  his  energy  and  business 
ability.  He  was  the  pioneer  of  Stockton  to  apply  improved  implements  and 
machinery  to  agriculture.  In  1864  he  was  elected  sherilT  and  removed  to 
!\layville.  He  was  active  in  the  construction  of  the  P>ulTalo,  Corry  Pitts- 
burgh railroad.  His  chief  work  was  his  service  in  connection  with  Bishop 
Vincent  in  making  Chautauqua  lake  a  popular  resort  and  watering  place,  and 
in  building  up  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  grounds.  In  1845  he  married 
Helen  A.  Moore.  Their  only  child,  Sarah  D.,  died  young.  Mr.  Warren  died 
June  19,  1883.  2,  J.  Webb  Warren,  born  in  1830,  in  1852  married  Myra  A. 
Grant.    They  have  one  son,  Chauncey  G.    3,  Lucian  C.  Warren,  born  May 
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2,  1833,  studied  law  witJi  Hon.  Austin  Smith  and  at  the  Albany  law^  school, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in  1856,  and  practiced  in  Stockton.  He 
has  been  supervisor  seven  years.  Chiefly  through  his  efforts  while  on  the 
board  of  supervisors  was  the  care  of  the  poor  made  a  town  instead  of  a  county 
charge.  He  was  also  a  mend)er  of  the  commission  whose  report  was  decisive 
in  tlie  celebrated  case  of  the  appeal  of  the  town  of  Ellery  from  its  assessments. 
In  1S60  he  married  IMary  A.,  daughter  of  Jason  Crissey.  They  had  four 
children:  Miner  vS.,  Minnie  I).,  Archie  I),  and  Lucian  J.  Tlie  eldest  died 
at  the  age  of  ten  \  ears. 

Cliauncc\-  Guudrieh,  born  in  ]Middlebury,  Vt.,  December  17,  1S03,  in  1S22 
vsettlcd  on  lot  22,  about  two  miles  southwest  of  Delanti.  He  married  l^hebe 
Rogers  of  Stockton.  Mr.  Goodrich  died  in  1893.  "He  was  prompt  and 
honest  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men."  IVIrs.  Goodrich  died  in  18S0 
aged  75.  Their  children  were  Betsey  Ann,  who  married  John  E.  Hassett, 
INIilo,  married  Kmily  Babcock,  Henry  R.,  married  ]\Iartha  Geer,  Ellen,  mar- 
ried Henry  Q.  Ames  of  vSherman,  Alice  INT.,  married  Levi  N.  Flint.  Corydon 
Goodrich,  the  youngest  son,  v/as  born  in  Stockton  December  15,  1838.  In 
his  early  life  he  was  engaged  as  an  oil  operator,  and  afterwards  was  in  the 
U.  S.  service  in  the  civil  war.  He  returned  to  Stockton  from  the  west  in 
3877,  and  has  since  resided  upon  and  owned  the  old  homestead  and  fol- 
lowed dairying.  December  15,  1861,  he  married  Nancy  Ann  King  of  Union 
City,  Pa.  Their  children  are  Henry  C,  who  married  Ida,  daughter  of  Charles 
Briggs,  and  Chaunce>'  G.,  who  married  Myrtie  Woodcock.  A  son,  DeEorest, 
died  aged  t\\el\-e  yenrs. 

Abnrr  rntman,  born  in  Ihickland,  Mass.,  July  28,  1794,  was  the  son  of 
I^ieut.  William  rnlnani,  anil  a  (k^eendant  of  John  Putman,  born  in  luigland 
in  15S2.  He  married  \'esta  Mallory,  April  28,  J  818,  and  soon  after  started 
with  his  wife  and  household  goods  for  the  Holland  Purchase.  He  went  with 
an  o\  team  and  was  six  weeks  performing  the  journey,  arriving  at  Stockton 
June  18,  18 1 S.  He  settled  on  Cassadaga  creek  south  of  the  lake,where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  August  27,  1862.  Mrs.  Putman  died  May  18,  1S72.  Their 
sons  were:  Elisha,  William  M.,  Richmond,  Allen,  Edwin,  Corydon.  Allen 
Putman,  son  of  Abner,  was  born  April  3,  1824.  He  began  teaching  when 
18  and  was  succe>sful.  About  1850  he  purchased  the  Phillips  farm  near 
Cassadaga,  upon  which  he  has  since  resided.  June  20,  1849,  he  mairied 
Martha  A.  Walker.  vShe  died  July  8,  1859.  September  19,  i860,  he  married 
Marilla  R.  vSniith.  vShe  died  April  19,  1866.  April  20,  1869,  he  married 
Amelia  M.  Wood.  His  sm  viving  children  are  Virginia,  ICstella,  Clayton  S. 
and  Clesson  A.  I^dwin  Putnam,  son  of  Abner,  born  in  Stockton,  March  24, 
182S,  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Rev.  Arab  Irons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putman 
are  both  dead.  Their  children  are  William  A.,  (see  page  597),  and  Mary 
Elvira,  wlio  wc.s  born  February  20,  1857,  and  October  28,  1880,  married 
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William  H.,  son  of  Lutlicr  D.  Roberts,  who  lived  on  Harmon  'ilill  in  Pom- 
fret,  and  grandson  of  William  S.  Roberts,  who  was  born  in  IJinghamton, 
\*t.,  came  to  Pomfrct  in  1S15,  and  assisted  in  clearing  off  the  i)ark  in  l*re- 
donia.    lie  died  in  Michigan. 

Harlow  Crissey  was  born  in  December,  1S02.  His  grandfather,  John 
Crissey,  was  born  in  ]\Iassachnsetts  in  1700  and  married  Martha  Davenport 
in  Jnly,  1731.  They  had  six  sons,  three  of  whom  came  in  1815.  Among 
them  was  Samnel,  the  father  of  Harlow.  Samnel,  born  i\Iarch  2,  1771,  mar- 
ried Lucy  Grosvenor  of  Fairfax,  Vt.,  and  settled  on  lot  39,  north  of  Delanti, 
where  he  resided  nntil  his  death  March  i,  1848.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Delanti  Baptist  church  and  served  it  occasionally  as  a  preacher.  Har- 
low Crissey  came  with  his  father.  He  taught  school  a  few  years  and  then 
became  a  successful  farmer.  He  has  been  supervisor  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  married  Anna,  a  daughter  of  vSamuel  vShepard.  Their  children 
were:  i,  Nev/ton,  born  April  6,  1S28,  married  Cynthia  R.  Miller,  has  been  a 
farmer,  is  now  a  resident  of  Jamestown  and  has  been  several  terms  supervisor 
of  vStockton  ;  2,  Samuel  vS.,  married  Mary  A.  Leonard  and  resides  in  iModonia  ; 

3,  vSeward  M.,  born  April  9,  1839,  married  Lucy  Wood  and  is  a  farmer; 

4,  Ivlverton  !>.,  born  June  23,  1843,  married  IMary  Langworthy  and  is  a 
banker  at  Jamestown.  Harlow  Crissey  died  iii  1892.  Mrs.  Anna  (Shcpard) 
Crissey  <lied  in  August,  1894.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the  ]^»aptist 
church  in  Stockton  68  years,  always  active,  gifted  and  faithful.'' 

Lawykrs. — Lucian  C.  Warren.  ,  (Seoi^sketch.)  C.  Frank  Chapman  was 
born  at  ^Voodstock,  Windham  county.  Conn.,  February  10,  1851.  He 
received  his  legal  education  at  the  law  department  of  Union  University  at 
Albany,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Albany  in  April,  1876.  Upon  his 
return  from  Albany  he  and  Hon.  Obed  Edson  formed  the  firm  of  Edson  (S: 
Chapman  with  offices  at  Sinclairville.  Tliis  firm  continued  two  years.  ]\Ir. 
Chapman  then  practiced  in  Sinclairville  until  September,  1891,  wliCn  he 
removed  to  his  farm  in  Stockton,  which  town  he  has  rej)reseuted  several 
terms  on  tlie  board  of  Supervisors.  F.  A.  Teed  is  given  as  a  lawyer  in  the 
calendar. 

vSrniKVisoKS.  —  1S21-2,  Calviti  Warren  ;  1S23-4-5,  Henry  Walker;  iSj6,  Calvin  Warren; 
1S27,  W,  Ivllsworlli  ;  1S2S,  Aaron  Lyon  ;  1S29-30,  Hiram  Lazell  ;  W.  l\lls\vorlli  ;   1^33,  ' 

JohnCVrant;  iS^  i,  A.  Lyon  ;  iSvS.  John  Crant ;  1X36-7,  Calvin  Stnitli  ;  183S  9,  Chauncey  War- 
ren; iSif)-i,  Delos  lleebe  ;  iS.}2,  I'hili])  Lazeli  ;  1.S43-4,  Thomas  Kol])h  ;  1S45,  Chauncey  War- 
re  r.  ;  1H46,  I-'lea/er  l'la;^'g,  Jr.  ;  1S47,  Chauncey  Warren  ;  1S4S-9-50- 1-2-7,  MiHon  Smith;  1S54, 
George  S.  Harrison  ;  1.S55,  Ju(l<i;e  L.  Bu^1)ee  ;  1S56,  Ivbene/.er  Moon  ;  1S57-S,  W.  1*.  I?ni<lick  ; 
1S59,  Judge  L.  Bughce  ;  1860-1,  Philip  La/,ell  ;  1S62-3,  Merrill  Crissey  ;  1864-5,  Harlow  Crissey  ; 
1S66-7,  Eliphalet  Mitchell  ;  186S-9,  Chauncey  Warren  ;  1870-1,  Walker  Parkhurst ;  1872  3,  Joseph 
E.  Batchellor;  1S74-5-6-7-S-9,  Lucian  C.  Warren  ;  1880-1,  Charles  W.  Chapman;  1882-3,  Jay  A. 
Flagg;  1884,  Darius  G.  Pickett;  1885,  P.  M.  Miller;  1886-7-S-9,  Newton  Crissey;  1890,  Lucian 
C.  Warren;  1891,  Charles  I).  Payne;  1S92-3-4,  C.  Frank  Chapman, 
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VILLENOVA, 


CHAPTER  LXXVI. 


By  Wm.  S.  Br.Ai.SDKi.L. 


ILLENOVA  (new  vil]a<;e)  is  an  agricultural  town  containing  22,826 


acres,  and  was  originally  the  south  part  of  Hanover,  from  which  it 


If  was  set  off  January  24,  1823,  and  it  now  comprises  township  5,  range 
10.  The  surface,  broken  and  hilly  in  the  north  part,  allows  the  formation  of 
small  streams,  which,  with  the  outlets  of  Mud  lake  and  East  Mud  lake, 
blend  in  the  waters  of  the  two  branches  of  Conewango  creek  that  unite  near 
the  southeast  corner.  Villenova  shares  with  Arkwright  in  the  possession  of 
Mud  lake,  while,  near  the  Hanover  line.  East  Mud  lake  is  all  within  this 
town.  The  highe.'-t  summit  attains  an  altitude  of  1,400  feet  above  tide  water. 
Tlie  land  is  well  adapted  to  dairying.  Large  quantities  of  apples  were 
raised.  In  the  southern  part  the  land  is  rolling,  and  the  soil  throughout  the 
town  is  a  cla\-  and  gravelly  loam.  The  assessed  valuation  of  real  and  per- 
.sonal  property  in  1893  was  $44^^,360,  with  a  total  tax  of  $3,95546.  The 
waters  of  the  streams  has  in  past  years  furnished  power  for  several  pioneer 
grist  and  sawmills.  The  population  has  maintained  more  steadiness  than 
most  farming  towns  awa>'  from  railn^ad  lines  during  the  many  changes  of  the 
last  60  years,  being  in  1835,  1,453  ^  ^^45^  ^53^  ;  ^^55^  hV3  ;   ^^^5^  ^>5^>5  ; 

The  settlement  was  commenced  early  and  by  settlers  who  imparted  a 
healthy  tone  to  the  character  of  the  town,  and  whose  influence  has  been 
strongly  felt  for  good  down  to  the  present.  They  were  Christian  people, 
exemplary  and  conscientious,  of  good  New  England  stock.  John  Kent,  a 
native  of  Royalton,  Vt.,  came  from  Cortland  county,  and  purchased  lands 
in  1809  and  aided  Daniel  Whipple  to  secure  his  location.  Mr.  Kent 
remained,  and  in  the  spring  of  1810  Daniel  Whipple,  John  and  Eli  Arnold, 
natives  of  Great  Harrington,  Mass.,  brought  their  families.  Kent  settled  on 
lot  2,  Whipple  on  lot  3,  Arnold  on  lot  19.  William  and  Benjamin  Barrows 
and  Roderick  Wells  came  in  181 1.  Near  the  same  time  came  Charles 
Mather,  Captain  vSweet  and  Nathaniel  Bov;en.  P>owen  went  as  a  soldier  in 
the  war  of  1812,  and  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Buffalo  in  1813.  Ezra  Puffer 
came  in  1812  from  Sudbury,  Mass.  He  was  a  man  of  some  culture,  a  lover 
of  books,  aiid  a  practical  surveyor.    He  laid  out  most  of  the  roads,  run  out 
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many  of  tlie  lines,  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  and  drew  most  of  the  legal 
papers  in  the  town  for  years.  After  over  30  years  residence  here  he  moved 
to  Indiana.  Villeroy  Balconi,  also  from  Sudbury,  ]Mass.,  and  Ezra  Corbett 
from  Mendon,  Mass.,  came  in  1815.  William  Pierce  came  in  1S15  and  set- 
tled on  lot  19.  Eldad  Corbett,  Jr.,  settled  on  lot  11  in  June,  1815.  Charles 
Wright  came  in  181 6.  He  came  from  Herkimer  county.  He  had  four 
brothers,  two  of  whom,  Augustin  and  Lewis,  settled  respectively  on  lots  52 
and  20  in  181 7,  and  two,  Daniel  and  Sylvanus,  settled  in  1818  on  lot  20. 
All  of  the  Wrights  save  Lewis  have  descendants  in  tlie  county.  The  busi- 
ness center  later  called  Villenova,  was  formed  at  the  crossing  of  the  roads  on 
lot  19  near  the  line  of  lot  20,  and  took  the  name  of  Wright's  corners,  and 
was  quite  a  place  of  trade.  Tlie  first  store  was  established  here  in  1828  by 
(rrover     Norris,  and  the  first  inn  in  1S29  l^^'^lcom.    Balcom  was  the 

first  postmaster,  also  justice  and  supervisor. 

Other  early  settlers  were:  James  Congdon  on  lot  44,  in  1817  with  sons 
Amos,  Ichabod,  Lewis;  Auren  G.  Smith  and  brother  came  in  1819,  bought 
lot  43  and  first  developed  the  power  at  Hamlet,  building  a  sawmill  there, 
later  known  as  Orton's  mills  ;  P.  T.  Judd  on  lot  27;  Asahel  Hills  located 
first  on  lot  52,  later  on  36  ;  John  Spencer  on  lot  43  ;  Allen  L.  I>runson  came 
in  1838  from  Cherry  Creek.  He  was  constable  for  23  years;  Jesse  (ioldth- 
wait  settled  on  lot  4  ;  Gamaliel  Collins,  for  many  years  a  justice,  settled  on 
lot  22  ;  Alexander  Gillett  was  early  on  lot  16  ;  George  Wilson,  a  wagon- 
maker,  settled  at  Hamlet  early.  He  was  "justice"  many  years;  John  Flu- 
ker  settled  on  lot  5  ;  Noah  Strong  bought  lot  64  in  1822  and  made  it  his 
home  for  life  ;  Samuel  Geer  early  settled  on  lot  48,  which  he  bought  in 
1825  ;  John  Stillwell  settled  on  lot  63  in  1827  ;  John  Pope  early  on  lot  56  ; 
John  Ferry  on  lot  54  ;  Isaac  Covey,  and  sons  Hoel,  Dr.  Medad  S.,  Plenry 
and  George  settled  early  on  lot  53  ;  John  Hamlin  on  lot  38,  O.  S.  Harmon 
also  on  38,  Daniel  Ball  also  on  lot  38. 

John  Eastman  settled  on  lot  39,  William  Burke  on  lot  31,  David  Crowell 
on  lot  36.  The  Crowells  were  a  numerous  family.  Solomon  and  Abraham, 
brotliers  of  David,  also  lived  in  the  center  of  the  town.  Isaac  and  Joseph 
Cummings  settled  on  lot  37.  Benjamin  Vincent,  a  blacksmith,  settled  early  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town.  .Mark  Markham  settled  on  lot  25,  and  John  Den- 
nison  on  the  same  lot.  George  B.  Aldrich  settled  first  on  lot  51,  afterwards 
on  lot  25.  William  J.  Straight  settled  on  lot  58  in  1822  and  died  there  in 
1893.  Thomas  Howard  settled  on  lot  50,  bought  in  December,  1828.  Dan- 
iel Ruttenbur  was  early  on  lot  41.  James  Cook  settled  about  1830  on  lot 
19,  bought  by  Ezra  Puffer  in  1809.  Paul  Cushman  was  early  on  lot  18,  and 
Isaac  Phillips  on  lot  41. 

In  1828  the  Holland  Land  Company  sold  all  the  lands  then  held  by  it  in 
ranges  10  and  11,  and  in  township  i,  range  12  (excepting  the  town  of  Gerry) 
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to  the  Cherry  Valley  Company,  composed  of  James  O.  Morse,  Levi  Beardsley, 
and  Alvin  Stewart.  5,246  acres  were  in  Villenova.  John  and  John  P.  Kent, 
and  John  Dighton  cnt  a  road  through  the  virgin  forest  from  Kent's  mill, 
Villenova,  to  Kennedy ville  through  Cherry  Creek  on  contract  for  the  Holland 
Land  Compan\'.  They  were  paid  ten  dollars  a  mile.  The  road  followed  the 
Indian  trail  down  the  Conewango.  The  Kents  also  cut  a  road  from  Kent's 
mill  southwest  to  vSinclairville  soon  after  181 2.  Gardner  Crandall  and  Isaac 
Curtis  settled  on  this  road  in  181 6.  The  first  birth  was  that  of  Electa, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Whipple,  May  5,  181 2.  The  first  marriage  was  James 
Maffitt  to  IMary  Dighton.  The  first  school  was  taught  by  a  Mrs.  Battles  in 
1 815  in  her  dwelling  near  Wright's  Corners.  Hamlet,  on  tlie  west  branch  of 
Conewango  creek,  is  the  principal  business  center,  and  has  been  for  40  years. 
In  1870  it  contained  2  churches,  a  hotel,  four  stores,  a  cheese  factory,  a  saw- 
mill, blacksmith,  wagon  and  shoe  shops.  The  first  store  was  kept  by  Daniel 
Cross  and  Asahel  Goodyear.  The  first  mill  here  was  built  by  Auren  G.  and 
Nathaniel  Smith,  and  a  gristmill  was  commenced  by  Stephen  Landers  and 
com])letcd  by  Crowell  .S:  Shephard.  Kent's  mill  in  early  days  was  said  to  be 
the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Conevv-ango.  Its  busy  days  are  long  since  over. 
The  mill  has  gone  and  "a  rural  quiet  fills  the  air."  Nathan  Worden  built 
a  sawmill  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hamlet,  and  for  many  years  a  sawmill  and 
gristmill  have  been  operated  there,  Eri  M.  Sanderson  and  son,  Horace, 
being  the  latest  proprietors. 

Nathaniel  Warner,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  born  July  4,  1767,  and 
was  married  July  4,  1790,  to  Lucinda  Avery,  who  was  born  in  November, 
1 77 1,  in  Stoiiington.  They  removed  from  Litchfield,  Herkimer  county,  N. 
v.,  to  \'illenova  with,  their  family,  and  settled  on  lot  35,  near  Hamlet,  bought 
in  1820,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1847.  Their  children  were  : 
Reul>eii,  Ji.dah,  wlio  settled  on  lot  44,  where  he  died  August  3,  1832,  Oba- 
diah,  Dema,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  Jeremiah,  A])igail,  Lucinda,  Reuben.  Obadiah 
Warner  was  liorn  in  Litchfield,  N.  Y.,  May  19,  1795,  and  married  February 
6,  182 1,  Rel)ecca  Nunn,  who  was  born  April  13,  1799,  at  vStonington,  Conn. 
He  removed  to  th's  town  in  1822,  and  resided  at  Hamlet.  His  children  were  : 
Harriet,  George,  Mariett,  Charles  O.,  Jerome,  Lucinda,  Samuel  N.,  Lura  A., 
Polly,  Polly  A.  Among  the  numerous  descendants  of  the  worthy  pioneer, 
Nathaniel  Warner,  is  George  W.  Warner,  a  farmer  at  Hamlet. 

Austin  Pierce,  a  native  of  W-rmont,  removed  with  his  father  in  1810  to 
Pitcher,  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  David 
McWhorter,  attended  lectures  at  I'airfield,  N.  Y.,  and  was  licensed  as  a  phy- 
sician by  the  Herkimer  Comity  Medical  Society  in  1829.  He  located  the 
satne  year  in  \'illenova,  where  he  remained  until  his  death. 

John  Dye,  from  Chenango  county,  made  his  home  in  \^illenova  when  it 
was  a  small  settlement.    He  located  on  lot  20  ;  here  he  built  his  dwelling, 
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cleared  and  cultivated  his  land.  He  was  married  twice  and  had  a  family  of 
fourteen  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  resided  here  until  his  death,  and  left 
numerous  descendants  in  the  town  and  county.  His  sons  were  John,  Avery, 
Asa,  Harry,  George,  Elias,  Daniel,  Ledyard,  Joseph,  Lafayette,  Abel,  Thomas, 
A,  Jackson  and  Elisha.  A.  Jackson  Dye  married  Hulda  Wright,  Their 
children  were  Nancy,  Glen,  Edward,  Alice  and  Nelson.  Mr.  Dye  is  a  farmer 
at  Villenova. 

Elisha  Searl,  a  native  of  iMassachusetts,  came  from  Madison  county  to 
Villenova  in  1832,  and  located  on  lot  22  where  he  died  in  1852.  His  chil- 
dren were  Nelson,  Wellington,  who  settled  on  lot  23,  Nathan,  Frederick, 
Tyler  H.,  Alvira  (Mrs.  Benjamin  Vincent)  and  P^neline  (Mrs.  Chauncc}'  R. 
Smith).  Tyler  H.  Searl,  a  lifelong  farmer  on  the  old  homestead,  was  born 
in  ^Massachusetts  in  1822.  He  has  been  prominent  in  town  affairs,  having 
been  superintendent  of  schools,  supervisor  of  his  town  for  many  years,  and 
held  other  offices.  He  married  Jane  Ostrom.  His  son,  William  E.,  adopted 
merchandising  as  his  business,  and  PVed  E.  followed  the  vocation  of  his 
father  and  grandfather. 

CiirRcnKS. — Methodism.  In  1810  ten  members  forming  an  entire  class 
consisting  of  the  families  of  John  Kent,  John  Arnold  and  Eli  Arnold  settled 
at  Villenova.  John  and  Eli  Arnold  were  local  preachers  of  tJiis  denomina- 
tion. The  same  year  they  sent  a  delegate  to  the  Genesee  conference,  then 
holding  its  session  in  a  barn  at  Lyons,  asking  for  preaching.  Three  preach- 
ers were  sent,  Billy  "  Brown  was  one.  He  was  a  peculiar  man,  remarkable 
for  his  great  faith,  and  gift  in  prayer,  and  his  fancy  for  odd  passages  in  Scrip- 
ture. There  is  no  authentic  account  of  his  labors.  Elijah  Metcalf,  another, 
had  no  defined  territory,  or  did  not  keep  to  its  lines,  preaching  as  far  away  as 
Warren,  Pa.  From  this  time  Methodisin  had  a  home  in  \'illenova.  John 
Arnold's  wife  died  in  181 3,  and  he  joined  the  Genesee  conference  and  devoted 
his  life  to  the  ministry.  Eli  Arnold  was  a  local  preacher  for  over  60  years, 
and  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  exemplary  Christian  life."  Roderick 
Wells,  another  early  settler,  was  noted  for  his  piety  and  Christian  zeal. 
Nearly  all  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  were  Christians,  and  held  religious 
meetings  in  private  houses,  generally  at  Daniel  Whip])lc's.  In  1S12  the 
Methodists  formed  the  fust  church  here. 

The  .\[(  thoriisi  J-lpiscopal  Church  at  Hamlet  originated  in  the  formation 
of  a  Class  December  25,  1823,  Klder  Daniel  Prosser.  The  class  consisted 
of  Polly  Smith,  Obadiah  Warner,  Rebecca  Warner,  Taylor  Judd,  Polly  Judd, 
Lewis  P)armore,  Maria  Barmore,  Diadema  Warner,  Lura  Nunn,  Polly  Baker, 
Hiram  Kingsley,  Milton  F'oot,  Lois  P'oot  and  Brinty  Congdon.  A  class  had 
been  previously  formed  at  Wright's  corners,  which  was  merged  in  the  society 
at  Hamlet.  Among  the  early  circuit  preachers  vi-ere  John  P.  Kent,  John 
Buel,  Richard  Wright,  James  Ayres.    Their  meetings  were  first  held  in 
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dwellings  and  barns.  A  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1836.  Present  min- 
ister, Rev.  Mr.  Elkins. 

A  JW'shyaii  Mi'tJiodist  Church  was  organized  in  1858,  with  20  members, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  vSibley,  tlie  first  pastor. 

71u'  Freezvill  Baptist  CJnircJi  was  organized  in  1826  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Grinnell,  with  these  membess  :  Enos  Bronson  and  wife,  Judali  Warner  and 
wife,  Russell  O.  vSmith  and  wife,  Mrs.  Stevens  and  Amy  Rlackmar.  The 
first  house  of  worsliij)  was  built  in  1839.  The  first  parsonage  was  built  in 
1867.  Rev.  Washington  Shepard  was  one  of  the  early  pastors,  serving  the 
church  for  man\'  years,  and  was  a  highly  respected  and  worthy  servant  of 
th.e  Lord.    Rev.  George  E.  Ford  is  the  present  pastor. 

The  first  townmeeting  in  X'illenova  was  held  in  the  year  1823.  These 
officers  were  elected  :  Supervisor,  Ezra  Puffer ;  town  clerk,  Milton  Foot  ; 
assessors,  Daniel  Wright,  Isaiah  Martin,  Villeroy  Balconi  ;  collector,  Charles 
Wright  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Alvah  Simons,  Nathaniel  Warner;  com'rs.  of 
highways,  Nathaniel  Smith,  vStephen  W  Kinsley  ;  constables,  Auren  G.  Smith, 
Charles  Wright  ;  comYs.  of  schools,  Daniel  Wright,  Alvah  Simons,  John 
Weaver  ;  inspectors  of  schools,  Hiram  Kinsley,  Ezra  Puffer,  Milton  Foot. 

SiU'KRVisoRS. — 1823-24,  IC/.ra  Pufler  ;  1S25-26-27-28-29-30,  Villeroy  Balcoin  ;  1831,  Daniel 
Wri,i(lit  ;  1832,  Villeroy  Balcoin  ;  1833,  Henry  Allen;  1834-35-36,  Austin  Tierce;  1837,  John  C. 
Dibble;  183S,  Luthur  Pierce  ;  18391  Austin  Pierce  ;  1S40,  Nathan  C.urney  ;  1841,  Daniel  Wright  ; 
1842-43,  Joseph  Cr.  Ho])kins  ;  1844,  Nathan  Gurney  ;  1845-46-47,  Georj^e  Hopkins;  1848,  Ville- 
roy Balconi  ;  1849,  Austin  Pierce  :  1850-.")!,  Timothy  G.Walker;  1852,  Martin  Crowell  ;  1853, 
Hiratn  Cornell;  1854-55,  IMartin  Crowell;  1856-57,  James  \Vri;;hl  ;  1858-59^)0-61-62,  Martiti 
Crowell;  iSh3,  Horace  HurKess  ;  M.S.Corey;  1865-66-67,  Martin  Crowell  ;  1S6S-69,  Tyler 

H.  Searl  ;  1S70,  Horatio  (r.  Pope;  1871,  Rollin  L.  Shepard;  1872-73,  Tyler  H.  vSearl ;  1874, 
Julius  A.  Terry  ;  1875-76,  Davi-i  S.  Bennett ;  1S77,  Rollin  L.  Shepard;  1878,  Tyler  H.  Searl, 
1879,  Manley  M.  Ses^i<tns  ;  18S0,  Tyler  H.  Searl  ;  1881,  Ivuj^ene  A,  Dye  ;  1882,  Horace  Sanderson, 
iS83-S4-S5.s^i,  Hamilton  H.  Parker;  1SS7,  William  K.  Jvidd  ;  18S8-89,  1-rank  M.  Waite  ;  iH9<)9[, 
Ha!nilton  H.  Parker;  1^.^2-93,  Au.-.tin  P.  .lay;  1894,  Albert  H.  Libbey. 
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CHERRY  CREEK. 

Bv  Wm.  S,  Blaisdkli.. 

CHAPTER  LXXVII. 

CHERRY  CREEK  was  formed  from  Ellington  ]May  4,  1829,  ^^'^^  com- 
prises township  4,  range  10,  of  the  Holland  Company's  snrveys.  In 
the  east  part  are  several  swamps.  The  soil  is  clay  andg-ravelly  loam. 
Conewango  creek  passes  southerly  through  the  town,  nearly  to  its  east  bor- 
der, and  receives  the  waters  of  Cherry  creek  about  a  mile  southeasterly  from 
the  village  of  Cherr)'  Creek.  The  surface  is  hilly  in  the  west  and  northwest 
and  rolling  in  the  south.  Cherry  Creek  village  is  a  little  east  of  the  center 
of  the  town  ;  has  one  postoffice.    Its  population  is  al)out  800. 

The  first  settlement  in  the  town  was  made  by  Joseph  M.  Kent  on  lot  9, 
in  the  spring  of  181 5.  He  was  a  native  of  Royalton,  \'t.,  and,  after  having 
resided  successively  in  Herkimer  and  Onondaga  counties,  removed  to  Gerry, 
(now  Cherry  Creek).  He  came  with  a  wife  and  seven  children,  one  of  whom 
Ara  W.,  resides  in  town.  (See  page  249).  Mr.  Kent,  his  son  George,  Nancy, 
his  eldest  daughter,  and  John  P.  Kent,  a  nephew,  cleared  the  first  land 
cleared  in  the  town,  and  raised  from  it  the  first  crop  of  potatoes  in  the  town 
the  same  year.  The  next  spring,  destitute  of  provisions  and  money,  he  felled 
a  pine  tree,  the  stump  of  which  still  remains,  and  made  from  the  trunk  a 
canoe  60  feet  in  length,  launched  it  in  Conewango  river,  put  into  it  about 
1,500  pounds  of  maple  sugar  and  some  black  salts,  and  ran  it  down  to  Pitts- 
burgh. He  there  exchanged  his  cargo  for  flour,  pork,  salt,  and  with  the  help 
of  his  son,  George,  })ushed  his  vessel  with  ]">ike  ])oles  ])ack  to  Cherry  Creek, 
having  been  absent  three  weeks.  The  family  during  his  absence  subsisted 
cliiefly  on  sugar  and  milk.  Joshua  Bentley,  Jr.,  was  the  second  settler.  He 
jcttled  on  lot  15,  Se))tember  i,  1815.  He  had  located  in  l^!)llery  about  1808. 
He  was  one  of  the  siirveyors  that  ran  tlie  lines  in  this  part  of  liie  county  prior 
to  its  settlement.  The  center  the  townshij)  was  found  in  the  survey  to 
be  on  a  little  island  in  the  stream,  w'lere  there  was  a  small,  re<l-cherry  tree. 
Mr.  Uentley  cut  it  down,  made  a  st ike  of  it,  drove  it  down  and  named  the 
stream  **  Cherry  creek,"  which  gave  tl;e  name  to  the  town.  Mr.  Bentley 
enjoyed  forest  life  and  scenery.  After  several  years  of  life  in  the  woods,"  it 
was  suddenly  embittered  by  a  most  distressing  bereavement.  (See  ]>age  2.S5). 
Cherry  Creek's  first  road  was  cut  out  by  John  Kent,  brother  of  Joseph 
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M.,  one  of  the  first  purchasers  of  land  in  Villenova.  In  the  spring  of  1810 
he  built  his  house  on  ^he  old  Indian  camping  grounds,  at  the  headwaters  of 
the  Conewango.  He  also  built  the  first  sawmill  and  gristmill  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county.  The  Indian  trail  from  the  Cattaraugus  reservation  to 
the  Allegany  passed  down  the  Conewango  valley  its  entire  length  through 
Villenova,  Cherry  Creek,  Ellington,  Poland,  Pine  Grove  and  North  Warren, 
Pa.  Where  this  trail  crossed  the  farm  now  owned  by  W.  S.  Blaisdell,  were 
two  large  springs  where  the  Indians  had  a  camp  with  a  stone  fireplace. 
Tliis  camp  was  almost  continuously  occupied  by  parties  of  Indians,  who 
stopped  to  fish  and  hunt  as  they  passed  either  north  or  south. 

John  P.  Kent,  a  son,  and  John  Dighton,  in  the  summer  of  18 r 2,  cut  out 
the  first  road  through  the  heavy  forest  from  Kent's  mill  in  Villenova,  16 
miles  through  Cherry  Creek  to  Kennedyville,  for  which  they  received  from 
the  Holland  Company  ten  dollars  per  mile.  This  road  followed  the  line  of 
the  Conewango  valley  on  the  Indian  trail  running  on  the  west  side  of  the 
village,  Mrs.  Robertson's  residence  and  G.  Frank  Lapham's  residence  stand 
squarely  on  the  old  track  ;  thence  southeasterly  near  the  Ira  Bassett  place. 
The  present  traveled  north  and  south  road  is  on  higher  land.  This  road 
crosses  the  old  road  near  Kilbourn's  mill,  intersecting  it  again  at  the  Bassett 
place.  Three  years  later  they  cut  out  another  road  across  the  town  to  Sin- 
clairville,  branching  off  from  the  old  road  on  lot  16  in  Cherry  Creek,  taking 
a  southwesterly  line,  passing  the  homes  of  Gardner  Crandall  and  Isaac  Cur- 
tis on  lot  23.  At  that  time  they  were  tlie  only  residents  in  town  on  this 
road.  Mr.  Kent  desired  straight  roads  if  they  did  run  across  lots,  hence  this 
road  was  cut  out  over  the  highest  hills  and  deepest  valleys,  from  near  where 
Geo.  B.  Tanner  settled  in  1S24,  over  the  highest  hill  in  town  to  the  John  I). 
]\Iount  farm  and  the  M\Ton  Field  farm  into  Charlotte,  then  down  the 
hill  to  Sinclairville,  here  intersecting  a  road  leading  to  Charlotte  Center. 
This  has  been  known  as  the  old  Kent  road,  and  is  now  called  Kent  street  by 
Sinclair\'ille  people. 

Gardner  Crandall  and  Isaac  Curtis  had  each  purchased  100  acres  on  lot 
23,  and  ]\Ir.  Crandall  built  a  log  house  26x20,  and  in  the  spring  of  1816  both 
families  moved  into  it  and  lived  there  until  Mr.  Curtis  could  build.  Mr. 
Crandall  lived  many  years  in  Cherry  Creek,  and  became  the  father  of  22 
children  by  two  wi\'es.  Isaac  Curtis  and  his  family  are  all  gone  e.\ce]>t  a 
distant  relati\'e  who  now  owns  the  farm.  Ste])hen  Curtis,  a  brother  of  Isadc, 
settled  on  adjoining  land,  and  left  two  sons,  Henry  L.  and  John  H.  Curtis. 
James  Marks,  the  next  purchaser  of  land  in  Cherr>'  Creek,  (his  deed  eallin,^ 
for  160  acres  in  the  soutli  part  of  lot  20,  bearing  date  October  20,  1815),  built 
his  modest  iSxiS  log  house  covered  with  bark  and  without  an\'  fioor,  :ind 
moved  in,  his  furniture  consisting  of  an  axe,  a  gun  and  a  ]):iking  "  kittle.'^ 
This  was  the  first  h.ouse  built  in  the  now  incorp«jvated  village  of  Cherry 
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Creek.  His  house  soon  after  became  unoccupied,  and  remained  so  until  about 
1S24;  it  was  then  fitted  up  for  a  schoolhouse  for  tlie  first  scliool  tauglit  in 
the  village.  Its  teacher,  Angeline  Pickering,  became  the  wife  of  John 
Babcock  and  settled  in  Busti. 

In  r^Iay,  1816,  Barber  Babcock  on  lot  19,  Ely  D.  Pendleton  on  lot  20,  and 
Reuben  Cheney  lot  18,  became  settlers  of  Cherry  Creek,  lived  here  many 
years,  raised  families,  cleared  up  farms  and  made  homes.  In  June,  181 7, 
Elam  Edson,  William  Weaver  on  lot  18,  Rufus  Hitchcock  and  Hiram  Hill 
on  lot  49,  John  Smith  lot  17,  Henry  Babcock  lot  20,  Nathaniel  Gibbs,  Jr., 
lot  II,  Eliphalet  W.  Wilcox  lot  17,  Robert  Page  lot  28,  were  settlers.  Daniel 
Hadley  from  Vermont  came  with  his  family  to  this  county  November  9,  181 7. 
Three  of  his  sons  settled  in  Cherry  Creek,  Niles  and  Alvah  on  parts  of  lot 
41,  John  P.  on  lot  27  near  the  village.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Robert 
James,  also  an  early  settler.  Three  sons  survive  him  :  Almanson,  George  and 
Darius.  He  took  an  active  part  in  laying  out  and  cutting  out  early  roads  in 
Cherry  Creek,  and  in  getting  the  town  set  off  from  lillington  in  1829.  He 
also  frequently  served  in  town  offices,  and  was  town  clerk  at  the  time  of  his 
death.    He  held  the  militia  offices  from  corporal  to  major. 

In  the  southwest  part  of  the  town  lived  Alvah  Hadley,  whose  son,  Ozro 
A.,  was  for  a  time  acting  governor  of  Arkansas,  and  Niles  Hadley,  who  lived 
and  died  on  his  early  purchased  home.  Two  sons,  Daniel  and  Joseph, 
remain  on  the  old  homestead.  Also  settled  here  Mr.  Ward  and  his  sons, 
William,  On,  and  Ai  ;  Hudson  Smith,  John  Howard,  Nathaniel  Dunham, 
Arthur  Hines,  Addison  Phillips,  John  Luce,  Reuben  A.  Bullock,  ^lyroii 
Field,  Horatio  Hill.  Joseph  Price  on  lot  42,  had  3  sons  :  John,  Lawrence 
and  David.  Abraham  T.  Andrus  settled  where  John  D.  Mount  now  lives. 
In  the  northwest  part  were:  John  Bartlett,  Ira  B.  Tanner,  Alvah  P>annister, 
Elkanah  Steward,  Oliver  Carpenter,  Anson  Newton,  Wilbur  Burdick,  Jolin 
Essex,  J.  Richardson,  Eben  AbV^ey,  Putnam  Farrington,  a  general  in  the  war 
of  1 81 2,  one  of  whose  sons,  Tompkins,  remains  on  the  old  homestead.  Ora 
Parks,  who  settled  in  1824  on  lot  37  three  miles  in  the  woods  from  neigh- 
iK>rs,  cleared  his  farm,  raised  a  large  family.  Enos  A.  lirownson  came  from 
C()nuccticut  and  settled  on  lot  56  near  the  north  line  in  1825,  where  he  died 
in  1858.    His  sons  were  William,  Horace,  Allen  L.,  Monson  M. 

In  a  little  settlement  at  Shattuck's  schoolhouse  was  made  the  first  attempt 
at  a  villnge  in  the  town  in  the  spring  of  1820011  lot  34.  Here  settled  Robert 
James,  Montgomery  Evans,  Norton  Still,  David  Myers,  Horatio  Hill,  Demas 
vSlone,  Robert  James,  Jr.,  and  Randall  Spencer,  who  held  the  first  Methodist 
classmeetings  in  his  house  for  a  number  of  years.  A  burying  ground  was 
soon  laid  out.  Pliny  vShattuck  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  here  in  1831.* 
The  hopes  of  having  a  village  at  this  point  were  soon  blasted. 

*H;8  grandson,  Jerome  D.  Shattuck,  built  the  first  »i]o  in  tluH  section  in  1S90,    Sevtral  years  a^o  lit-  com- 
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George  H.  Frost,  from  Rensselaer  county,  came  in  1823,  and  built  the 
second  house  in  what  is  now  the  village  of  Cherry  Creek  on  the  south  part  of 
lot  20,  (land  taken  up  by  James  Marks  in  1815).  Mr.  Frost  became  the  first 
settler  with  a  family  in  the  village,  kept  the  first  tavern,  and  was  the  first 
postmaster.  He  afterward  kept  a  store,  later  lived  on  a  farm,  but  returned 
to  the  village  and  died  in  1873.  He  had  been  for  several  years  supervisor. 
His  children  were  George  N.,  who  was  supervisor  for  years;  Charles  (dec); 
Is])uu  ;  Selina  ;  Fidelia  (dec);  Eliza  ;  Mary  ;  Emeline  ;  Lillis  ;  Isadore  ;  Helen. 

William  Green,  Almeron  Bly,  Elam  Edson,  Ira  Bassett,  John  Bovee,  Rol- 
lins Kilbourn,  Harvey  James,  Aaron  Bartlett,  John  P.  Hadley,  Thomas  Berry, 
Cyrus  Thatcher  and  Alfred  Goodrich  were  early  settlers  in  the  villlage.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  village  were  Michael  Page,  Eddy  Weatherly,  Jotham  God- 
frey, Stephen  Blaisdell,  Julius  Gibbs,  Henry  Babcock,  William  Kilbourn,  and 
Thomas  Carter,  who  established  a  tannery  with  a  shoe  shop.  In  the  central 
part,  Robert  James  settled  in  1820  on  lot  36  and  died  there.  Of  his  sons, 
Robert  J.,  was  supervisor  in  1831  and  1832,  Jonathan  was  a  physician. 
Thomas  Mount  brought  a  wife  and  14  children  from  New  Jersey.  Of  them, 
Ezekiel,  John,  Hezekiah,  Furman,  Samuel  and  Rebecca,  (Mrs.  A.  P\  Robbins) 
reside  here.  Anthony  Murian  settled  on  lot  44  in  1835  and  now  resides 
in  the  village. 

In  the  southeast  part  Wanton  King  settled  on  lot  9  in  1820.  His  sons 
are  Thomas,  W^ard,  Obadiah.  On  lot  18  Josiah  Crum  settled.  His  three 
daughters  live  in  the  village.  Eason  Matteson  located  on  lot  18  in  1820. 
His  sons  John  and  James  live  in  the  village,  Almanson  in  Chicago.  In  the 
south  part  the  early  settlers  were  :  Daniel  Waggoner,  Isaac  C.  Brown,  Wil- 
liam S.  Bullock,  Moses  Ells,  Clark  Losee,  George  W.  Hitchcock.  Job  Eddy 
settled  on  lot  23  in  the  northeast  part  in  1820.  Thomas  Wilcox  from  Han- 
over was  an  early  settler,  first  on  lot  17  in  1819,  on  lot  21  in  1824,  and  on 
lot  24  in  1829,  where  he  died.  He  was  noted  for  his  industry  and  for  clear- 
ing much  land.  His  sons  were  Daniel,  Erastus,  Alfred  and  Harlow.  A 
daughter  lives  in  the  village.  James  Carr  settled  in  1823  on  lot  15,  land 
bought  of  Joshua  Bentley,  Jr.,  and  afterwards  kept  store  in  the  viUage.  He- 
was  supervisor  of  Ellington  in  1828  and  1829,  ^^^^  ^^^^  supervisor  of 
Cherry  Creek.  He  had  one  son,  Andrew,  J.  Wm.  G.  Carr  came  in  October, 
1829,  with  wife  and  two  children,  and  settled  on  lot  15.  Jairus  Nash  from 
Stephentown,  an  early  school  teacher,  settled  on  lot  23.  His  son,  Williani, 
resides  on  tlie  liomestead.  Jared  Ingalls  located  on  all  of  lot  22  in  1825,  ami 
built  a  sawmill.  Daniel  B.  Parsons,  from  Madison  county,  settled  in  1850 
on  lot  23,  where  he  died.     Both  he  and  his  son,  Reuben  W.,  have  been  super- 

iiu  ucc*!  winter  dairying  an<!  now  milks  40  Jersey  and  Inj^li  >;radecows,  uses  tlic  separator  i)nx.es>,  and  lusl>ull(.  i 
l>rin,i;s  a  liijjh  price.  In  the  state  coninussioiif  rs  of  exhibits  at  tlie  Chicago  It;xi>>sition  selected  hiiu  as  one 
w  hose  products  woiit«l  properly  represent  New  York.  His  hiitter  tf)ok  second  place  a nioiijr  153  exhibits,  w.i^ 
awarded  two  presniu.ns,  and  sl<j<jd      in  a  scale  of  iix>. 
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visors.  William  Weaver  in  181 7  settled  011  lot  18;  a  few  years  after  on  lot 
14,  where  he  died.  On  Powers  hill  George  Sheffield  settled  on  lot  29.  His 
sons  were  :  Aaron,  Hiram,  Alanson  and  Jndson.  Daniel  Powers,  a  son-in-law, 
from  whom  the  hill  takes  its  name,  settled  on  the  same  lot,  29. 

The  first  birth  in  town  was  that  of  Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  M.  and 
Patty  Kent,  in  1S16.  She  married  Hon.  C.  B.  Green  of  Ellington.  The 
first  marriage  was  James  Battles  to  Rachel,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hadley,  June 
6,  18 19.  The  first  death  was  that  of  Rufus  Plitchcock  in  1820.  He  fell 
from  the  roof  of  liis  house  just  as  he  had  completed  it  and  fractured  his  skull. 
The  first  school  taught  was  by  Reuben  Cheney  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
The  first  merchant  in  Cherry  Creek  was  vSeth  Cirover,  who  started  in  trade 
in  1 83 1.  He  had  in  connection  with  his  store  an  ashery  and  a  pearling 
oven.  Later,  Cyrus  Thatcher  and  Geo.  H.  Frost  were  in  trade.  Present 
merchants  :  O.  IC.  Parsons  and  V.  J.  vShattuck  t^-.  Co.,  drugs  and  medicines,  M. 
Allen  and  F.  P\  Green,  I.  S.  Benton,  granite  and  marble  works,  and  others. 

Richard  A.  Hall  was  born  in  Cherry  Creek  May  12,  1864.  parents 
were  Artimas  and  Elmira  Hall.  He  was  educated  at  the  Fredonia  Normal 
School  and  read  law  with  Hon.  George  H.  Frost  and  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Buffalo  June  5,  1889.  He  practiced  law  at  Sherman,  and  November,  1890, 
he  located  at  Cherry  Creek. 

G.  Frank  Lapham  is  engaged  in  insurance  business. 

The  first  resident  physician,  Horace  iMorgan,  came  in  1829.  He  w^as  fol- 
lowed by  Oliver  B.  I^Iain,  Edwin  G.  Bly,  T.  G.  Walker  and  others.  Among 
the  early  tailors  were  Jonathan  Greenman  and  Russell  Bartlett.  Present 
one,  Alfred  A.  Knapp,  The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  Wm.  Kilbourn  in 
1824  on  Cherry  creek  near  the  village  ;  he  attached  the  next  year  a  shop  for 
making  s])inning~wheels,  chairs,  etc.,  to  his  mill.  The  second  sawmill  was 
built  by  Robert  James  and  Wm.  Grc^n  in  1833.  The  first  gristmill  was 
built  by  Hull  Nickerson  in  1828  near  the  site  of  Price's  sawmill.  It  had 
one  run  of  stones,  and  was  used  only  for  com.  In  1848  Joseph  Kent  built  a 
gristmill  with  all  modern  appliances,  with  three  runs  of  stones  for  grinding 
all  kinds  of  grain.  This  mill  was  burned  in  1869,  and  rebuilt  in  1870  by 
vSilas  Vinton. 

Immediately  under  the  grocery  store  of  George  W.  Brown  a  large  spring 
bubbles  up.  In  the  early  days  of  settlement  this  was  much  larger  than  now 
and  overflowed  quite  an  area  of  land.  The  deer  found  some  attractive  qual- 
ity in  the  water  not  present  in  any  other  spring,  and  resorted  here  often  and 
in  numbers.  This  gave  it  the  name  of  "The  Deer  Lick  by  which  it  was 
long  known. 

Stephen  Blaisdell  was  born  in  Gilford,  N.  H.,  August  7,  1786.  When  he 
was  about  20  he  made  a  public  profession  of  religion,  soon  after  commenced 
preaching,  and  traveled  extensively  in  the  New  England  states.    He  married 
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in  Tenipleton,  Mass.,  in  1810,  Batlisheba  Aldrich,  born  in  March,  1788.  He 
removed  to  Leyden,  Vt.  In  March,  1824,  settled  in  Ellington,  (then 
Gerry),  on  lot  29.  In  April,  1827,  he  removed  to  lot  28  in  Cherry  Creek. 
He  was  connected  with  the  Christian  denomination  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  1808.  His  children  were:  Sarah  Ann,  (dec);  Eliza,  (dec); 
Amanda  L.,  (dec);  William  S,,  l>o<;ardns  A.,  (dec);  Napoleon  L.  Stci>hea 
lilaisdell  died  September  9,  1854. 

Horatio  Hill  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1808.  He  settled  here  in  181 7. 
He  married  Seviah  Weatherly.  He  died  in  1888.  Their  children  were  : 
Nelson  H.,  Lucinda,  Josephine,  Austin  O.,  Orseba,  Nora  L.,  Orton,  Orin  and 
Mary.    Austin  O.  died  in  the  late  wan 

Joseph  Kent  was  born  January  22,  181 4,  in  Cortland  county.  lie  was 
brouf^ht  here  when  three  years  old,  and  lived  in  Cherry  Creek  70  years,  and 
for  much  of  that  time  was  the  lumber  king  of  the  upper  Conewango."  He 
married,  ist,  November  20,  1837,  Maria  Vedder.  George  A.  S.  Kent  was 
their  son.  Mr.  Kent  married,  2d,  in  November,  1839,  Rachel  E.  Vedder. 
They  had  two  children,  Mariam  and  Emory.  This  old  pioneer,  lumbennan 
and  farmer  lived  long  and  usefully,  dying  in  1887. 

Charles  A.  Spencer,  born  in  Oneida  county,  June  30,  18 10,  located  here  in 
1833  ^^"^  ^  tanner,  at  which  trade  he  labored  15  years.  He  has  filled  very 
acceptably  im])ortant  offices,  supervisor,  superintendent  of  the  county  poor 
for  21  years,  and  justice  of  the  peace  25  years.  A  genial  old  gentleman,  at 
an  advanced  age  and  under  the  misfortune  of  loss  of  sight,  he  still  keeps 
interest  in  affairs  and  a  bright  and  cheerful  heart.  lie  married  Selina, 
daughter  of  Geo.  11.  Frost,  in  1840.  They  had  two  daughters,  Frances,  (Mrs. 
iMelvin  M.  Mount),  and  Adelaide,  (Mrs.  Darwin  M.  Saunders). 

Church HS. — MeiJwdist  Episcopal  ChnrcJi. — A  class  was  formed  as  early 
as  1 81 7.  Among  its  members  were  Joseph  M.  and  Patty  Kent,  Reuben 
Cheney,  Barber  Babcock  and  John  Smith.  IMeetings  were  at  first  held  at 
Mr.  Kent's  house.  They  were  afterwards  held  at  Randall  Spencer's,  two 
miles  west  of  the  village.  Among  the  early  class  leaders  were  Ran- 
dall Spencer  and  Robert  James,  Jr.  The  church  was  fully  organized  with 
seven  members  in  1857  by  Rev.  O.  L.  Mead.  The  first  church  property  was 
bought  in  1859.    The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  H.  II.  Clare. 

A  Christian  CJiurcJi  was  organized  March  23,  1839.  Seth  vS.  Chase  was 
chosen  ruling  elder,  and  Sullivan  Gardner  deacon  and  clerk.  The  members 
at  organization  were  :  Seth  S.  Chase,  Sullivan  Gardner,  Putnam  Farrington, 
Warren  vSkeels,  I-^anny  Chase,  Sally  Carr,  Lepha  and  Mary  Weaver,  Lucy 
Grover,  I'ctsey  King,  Batlisheba  Blaisdell,  I larrict  James.  The  church  lias 
no  meetinghouse. 

TJw  J'^n  rzci/l  Ihxptist  Chitrch  was  formed  in  1826  by  Rev.  Thomas  Grin- 
nell,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  earliest  religious  organization  in  the  town, 
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and  was  composed  of  Jolin  P.  Hadlcy  and  wife,  Jothain  Oodfrcy  and  wife, 
Betsey  JJardy  and  Mrs.  (iardner  Crandall.  The  clinrch  bnilt  its  fust  nieet- 
lionse  in  1845.    Rev.  G.  B.  Soutliwick  is  pastor. 

The  First  Jiaptist  Oiurdi  was  formed  February  5,  1831,  as  the  "  P> ranch 
Church  of  the  Conewango  Church."  The  constituent  members  were  :  Ira 
B.  Tanner  and  wife,  John  Essex,  Almeron  Bly  and  wife,  Samuel  and  Lydia 
Hodges,  Covell  and  Carlana  Nickerson,  Daniel  Osborne,  ]\Iercy  Babcock, 
Betsey  Matterson.  In  October  Jared  and  Abigail  Ingalls  became  members. 
In  1832  to  form  an  independent  church  letters  of  admission  were  obtained 
from  the  Conewango  churcli,  and  October  26,  1832,  a  council  constituted 
*'  The  First  Baptist  church  of  Cherry  Creek."  In  January,  1833,  the  church 
elected  Jarius  Nash  deacon,  and  Covell  Nickerson  clerk.  Their  first  church 
edifice  was  dedicated  January  11,  1849.  Their  first  pastor  was  Rev.  James 
Bennett  ;  the  present  is  Rev.  Mr.  Hankinson. 

Cherry  Creek  Lodo;e^  F,  (fb*  A.  J/.,  AV\  June,  1855,  a  dispensa- 

tion was  granted  on  i)etition  of  D.  B.  Parsons,  John  L.  Safibrd,  Curtis  C. 
Denison,  John  Hubbard,  Versal  Farrington,  together  with  these  appointed 
officers:  \Vm.  S.  Blaisdell,  \V.  M.  ;  Alvah  Billings,  S.  W.  ;  Oliver  B.  Main, 
J.  W.  ;  George  B.  Aldrich,  treasurer  ;  George  Hopkins,  secretary.  A  charter 
was  granted  in  June,  1856,  with  the  above  named  officers.  John  O'Neal  and 
R.  W,  Parsons  became  members  while  the  lodge  was  under  dispensation. 
Since  1856  its  membership  has  increased  to  upwards  of  100.  Wm.  S.  Blaisdell 
was  elected  the  first  master,  and  was  continued  by  reelection  for  seven  years. 
October  10,  1856,  the  lodge  occupied  new  lodge  rooms,  and  September  16, 
1 89 1,  the  fine  Masonic  IJall  in  the  Benton-Wilcox  block  was  dedicated. 

The  Cherry  Creek  Lodge  of  Odd  Felloivs  was  instituted  April  6,  1852, 
David  S.  Forbes  installing  officer.  Its  first  officers  were  John  T.  Clark,  N. 
G.  ;  Anthony  Morian,  V.  G.  ;  Silas  Vinton,  S.  ;  O.  C.  Cliase,  T.  ;  R.  N.  Tan- 
ner,  P.  S.  Meetings  for  a  while  were  suspended,  but  for  some  time  great  activ- 
ity has  been  manifested  and  tlie  lodge  has  a  membership  of  about  a  hundred. 

The  Cherry  Creek  News^  a  Republican  paper,  ])right,  breezy  and  able, 
was  established  in  1880  by  Charles  J.  Shultz. 

The  first  townnieeting  in  Cherry  Creek,  after  its  orffanization  in  1829,  ^vas  held  at  tlie  hotel 
of  George  II.  Frost  in  March,  1S30,  James  Carr  was  elected  supervisor  and  Robert  James  town 
clerk.  Si'PERVisoRS. — ^James  Carr,  1830-33-36-40-46-52;  Robert  James,  Jr.,  1831-32  ;  George  H. 
Frost,  1834-35;  Oliver  Carpenter,  1837;  Horace  Bronson,  1838;  Wm.  G.  Carr,  1S39;  \Vm.  Kil- 
bourn,  1 84 1 -42-43  ;  Archibald  F.  Kobbins,  1844;  Oliver  B.  Main,  i84")-49-5o;  Charles  A.  Spencer, 
1847-48  ;  Joseph  Kent,  1851-56;  Daniel  B.  Parsons,  1853-54;  Silas  Vinton,  1855-59-60-6S-71  ; 
Horatio  Hill,  1857-58-64  ;  Reuben  W.  Parsons,  1861-63-65  ;  Anthony  Morian,  1862-67  ;  George  N. 
Frost,  1866-69-72-73-75-77  ;  Welcome  C.  Carpenter,  1870  ;  Harry  Billings,  1874  ;  Wm.  S.  Blaisdell, 
1878-79  ;  James  Richardson,  1880;  S.  A.  Ferrin,  1881-82-83-84-85-86-87-S8-91-92  ;  W.  F.  vStetson, 
1889 ;  W.  I.  Phillips,  1890  ;  II.  A.  Hall,  1893-94. 

The  officers  of  the  village  are:  President,  C.  A.  Mount;  trustees,  Isaac  Benton,  Wales 
Shepardson,  H.  C.  Mount ;  street  commissioner,  H.  P.  Smith  ;  clerk,  Lcroy  Martin. 
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ELLINGTON. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENTS. 
Bv  Hon.  Thkodore  A.  Case. 
^   ^  CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

THE  question  as  to  who  was  the  first  actual  settler  in  this  town,  as  its 
.  boundaries  are  at  present  constituted,  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  some 
i  little  doubt,  but  the  best  c»f  authorities  agree  that  the  first  opening  in 
the  forest  was  made  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  on  lot  7,  and  Joshua 
Bentley,  Jr.,  is  credited  as  being  the  first  actual  settler,  although  it  is  claimed 
and  probably  justly,  that  another  party  made  a  clearing  and  erected  a  cabin 
near  the  same  locality  a  year  or  two  in  advance  of  Bentley,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time.  Mr.  Bentley  it  appears  belonged  to  a  party  of  surveyors  and 
originally  came  from  Stephentown,  Rensselaer  county,  this  state,  and  in 
1 81 3,  with,  the  help  of  his  wife,  erected  a  rude  log  cabin  on  the  east  part  of 
the  lot  above  named,  just  west  of  the  present  site  of  Conewango  Valley. 
His  father,  Joshua  Bentley,  settled  on  lot  15  in  the  present  town  of  Cherry 
Creek  about  the  same  time.  The  father  two  years  later  articled  a  part  of  lot 
16  in  I^llington  on  the  line  of  the  ''old  Cliautauqua  road,''  erected  a  log 
house,  and  in  it  kept  the  first  tavern  ever  kept  in  town.  The  descendants  of 
the  Beutleys  became  very  numerous  and  many  fiiinilies  of  them  still  continue 
to  reside  in  that  part  of  the  town  and  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Cherry  Creek. 
In  April,  181 5,  Wyman  Bugbee,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  settled  on  lot  29 
about  one-half  mile  west  of  the  present  village  of  Ellington  in  the  Clear  creek 
valley,  and  in  the  same  spring  James  Bates  of  Massachusetts  settled  on  lot 
48,  erecting  a  log  house  which  he  converted  into  a  tavern.  In  181 6  Samuel 
McCunnell  and  Simon  Lawrence  settled  in  the  town  ;  the  former  came  from 
Ca>'uga  county  and  located  on  lot  47  ;  the  latter  came  with  his  family  from 
Rutland  county,  \'ermont,  with  an  ox  team,  the  journey  occupying  six  weeks. 
He  settled  on  lot  38,  just  west  of  Bugbee's,  and  after  providing  a  shelter  for 
his  family  })roceeded  to  clear  the  the  side-hill  back  of  his  house  where  he 
planted  the  first  orchard  in  town  ;  many  of  the  trees  are  still  standing.  Simon 
Lawrence,  Jr.,  born  in  1817,  still  occupies  the  premises  and  was  the  first 
white  male  child  born  in  the  town.  Benjamin  Follet  settled  on  lot  40  in 
1816,  and  in  the  following  year  Ward  King  arrived  from  Massachusetts  and 
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located  011  the  northeast  part  of  lot  i6,  and  three  years  later  built  the  first 
gristmill  in  the  town.  He  fashioned  the  stones  obtained  from  a  neighboring 
quarry,  using  bleached  factory  cloth  for  the  bolt,  bringing  the  water  to  his 
mill  through  logs  hewn  for  the  purpose. 

In  18 1 8  Abner  Bates  settled  on  lots  48  and  50,  Reuben  Penhollow  on  lot 
39,  and  Charles  Thatcher  on  lot  64  ;  the  two  former  came  from  Massachusetts. 
In  1819  Ebenezer  Green  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  arrived  after  a  journey  of  30 
days  with  an  ox  team  and  settled  on  lot  20,  erecting  the  first  cabin  on  the  site 
of  the  present  village  of  Ellington,  and  the  same  year  made  maple  sugar  on 
the  site  now  used  for  the  village  park.  In  the  years  1 820-1  Rolli  Rublee  set- 
tled on  lot  12,  Harwood  Boyden  on  lot  21,  and  Hiram  Putman  on  lot  4.  In 
1822  the  population  was  increased  ;  among  the  new  settlers  were  Enos  Bush 
lot  I,  Samuel  Newton  lot  46,  Gardner  Bentley  and  Benjamin  Carr  lot  16, 
James  Leach  lot  18,  Amos  Leach  lot  11,  Benjamin  Livcrmore  lot  i,  Henry 
Abbey  lot  32,  Nathan  Brown  lot  37,  David  Gates  lot  11,  Henry  Day  lot  24, 
Seymour  Saxton  lot  18,  Jeremiah  West  and  Jolin  Leach  lot  10,  Z.  L.  Bemus 
lot  I,  Ira  Gates  lot  13,  and  others.  For  several  years  following  settlomeats 
were  made  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  but  were  generally  on  the  line  of  ihe 
"  old  Chautauqua  road  "  and  along  what  is  known  as  the  county  line  road 
following  the  Conewango  valley.  Few  settled  in  the  Clear  creek  valley 
below  the  present  village  by  reason  of  its  being  reserved.  The  first  settlers 
were  largely  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  people,  who,  in  most  every  instance, 
drove  through  with  ox  teams  bringing  with  them  all  their  earthly  posses- 
sions. To  build  up  a  home  in  the  forest  might  have  had  its  charms,  but  few 
at  this  day  realize  its  toils  and  privations. 

Early  Industrii«:s. — The  first  need  of  the  early  settler  was  a  shelter  for 
his  family  and  something  to  eat  and  wear.  To  supply  the  first,  Simon  Law- 
rence as  early  as  1820  built  the  first  saVvmill,  which  was  located  on  the  bank 
of  Clear  creek  on  lot  30,  and  about  the  same  time  Ward  King  constructed 
the  first  gristmill,  called  in  those  days  "Corn  Cracker."  Later,  P^lisha  and 
Levi  Beardsley  built  on  Clear  creek  on  lot  29,  about  one  mile  east  of  Law- 
rence's sawmill,  another  gristmill,  and  subsequently  another  was  built  on 
the  same  stream  near  Simon  Lawrence's,  by  Henry  Wheeler.  Sawmills 
were  afterwards  built  by  Benj.  Vail,  John  Stafibrd,  Ira  Day,  A.  Porter  and 
Jonatlian  Slater,  at  different  points  in  the  town.  In  1828  Elijah  and  Elliot 
Mason  built  and  operated  the  first  tannery,  which  subsequently  became  the 
property  of  Philip  M.  Smith,  who  conducted  the  business  for  several  years. 
This  was  located  near  Clear  Creek  village.  The  next  tannery  was  built  a 
little  later  by  Seth  Hussey  near  Beardsley 's  gristmill  in  the  village.  This 
was  subsequently  operated  by  R.  W.  Gates,  Lewis  Leet  and  Harvey  Nye. 
Enoch  Jenkins  also  built  a  tannery  in  the  village  in  1830  which  he  managed 
for  several  years.    About  the  latter  date  Lockwood  &  Co.,  started  a  cloth- 
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dressing  <Lstab1ishment  on  Clear  creek  a  little  west  of  the  village  which  later 
became  the  property  of  Alvah  Bates  and  Joseph  B.  Nessell,  who  removed  the 
business  to  the  lower  part  of  the  A'illage,  and  for  many  years  followed  wool- 
carding  and  cloth-dressing.  The  first  store  seems  to  have  been  established 
by  Camp,  Colvill  &  Holbrook  in  the  loghouse  erected  by  Joshua  Bentley, 
and  used  by  him  for  a  hotel.  This  was  near  the  site  of  "Old's  Corners," 
now  Conewango  Valley,  on  lot  7  on  the  old  Chautauqua  road."  Not  long 
afterwards  Ruggles  &  Ingersoll  opened  a  store  at  the  village  of  Clear  Creek. 
The  first  store  in  Ellington  village  was  started  by  Benj.  Vail  of  Genesee 
county,  and  conducted  by  Elisha  and  Levi  Beardsley,  wdio  were  succeeded 
about  the  year  1830  by  George  J.  Phippany,  from  Genesee  county,  N.  Y. 
The  first  tavern  was  kept  by  Joshua  Bentley,  the  next  by  James  Bates  in  the 
northeast  par:  of  the  town.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  same  place  by  Alam- 
anson  Hadley  and  Henry  McConnell.  Benj.  Follet,  who  settled  on  lot  40, 
also  kept  tavern  and  was  succeeded  by  Widow  French.  Jeremiah  Baldwin 
kept  the  first  tavern  in  the  village  in  1828  in  a  log  house.  A  tavern  was 
also  kept  at  Clear  Creek  by  Stephen  Nichols  about  the  year  1826,  in  a  frame 
h.ouse  built  by  him  for  that  purpose.  The  same  year  David  Clark  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  at  Clear  Creek.    He  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  town. 

Ellington  was  taken  from  Gerry  April  i,  1824,  and  the  first  townmeeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  was  held  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  at  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  Lucretia  French,  March  i,  1825.  The  officers  elected  were: 
Supervisor,  James  Thatcher;  town  clerk,  C.  H.  Nicholson  ;  assessors,  Robert 
James,  Jr.,  John  Leacli,  Charles  Thatcher  ;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Alamanson 
Hadley,  Reuben  Penhollow,Ward  King;  com'rs.  of  highway,  Robert  James,  Ira 
L.  Gates,  Henry  McConnell  ;  constables,  Geo.  H.  Frost,  Alamanson  Hadley, 
Benj.  Livermore  ;  com'rs.  of  schools,  David  C.  Spear,  Cornelius  H.  Nicholson, 
I*arley  Iviton  ;  inspectors  of  schools,  C.  H.  Nicholson,  David  C.  Sj'Car,  Parley 
Eaton  ;  sealer,  John  P.  Hadley  ;  pound  keepers,  Benj.  Ellsworth,  Montgomery 
Evans,  Nathan  Brown  ;  fence  viewers,  Daniel  C.  Green,  Nathan  I]rown, 
Reuben  Penhollow. 

vS  I' PICK  VISORS. — James  Thatcher,  1825  ;  Cornelius  H.  Nicholson,  1826-27  ; 
James  Carr,  1828-29;  Gideon  Evans,  1830;  John  Woodward,  Jr.,  1831-34- 
38.40;  licnj.  Bainard,  1835-36-37;  George  J.  Phippany,  1841-42-43-47; 
Janis  P>.  Reed,  1844-45-46  ;  John  F.  Farman,  1848-49-50-51-52-53-58-59-60; 
I\Iason  D.  Hatch,  1855  ;  Chas.  II  Green,  1856-57-61  ;  John  P\innan,  1862-63  ; 
Samuel  Griffith,  1864-65-72-73  ;  George  Waith,  1866-67  5  Bhilip  M.  Smith, 
1868-69  ;  Carey  Briggs,  1870-71  ;  Theo.  A.  Case,  1874-75-84-86-87-88  ;  Olvin 
Putnam,  1 876-77-7S-79-80-81  ;  Austin  H.  Stafford,  1882-83;  Ernest  F.  Row- 
ley, 1889-90  ;  Sardius  Frisbee,  1891-92-93-94. 

John  Woodward,  Jr.,  was  elected  member  of  assembly  from  the  second 
assembly  distriet  of  Chautauqua  county  in  the  year  1835;  David  H.  Tread- 
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way  in  1848  ;  Dr.  Jeremiah  Ellsworth  in  1852-53  ;  Charles  B.  Green  in  1858, 
and  Tlieo.  A.  Case  in  1876-77.  Andrew  P.  Wliite  was  elected  school  com- 
missioner in  i860,  Byron  Ellsworth  county  treasurer  in  1863,  and  Austin  H. 
Stafford  county  clerk  in  1885.  The  first  postoffice  was  established  on  lot  40 
in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  in  the  log  house  owmed  by  Benj.  Follct,  on  the 
old  Chautauqua  road,  in  the  year  18 16  or  181 7,  and  Lucretia  French  was 
the  first  postmaster.  The  post  route  ran  from  Ellicottvillc  to  Mayville.  The 
first  mail  w^as  carried  through  on  foot  by  Samson  Crooker  and  Robert  Guy, 
suspended  from  a  pole  carried  on  their  shoulders.  The  former  was  the  father 
of  the  late  Hon.  Geo.  A.  S.  Crooker  of  Conewango.  Later  on  Sam'l  McCon- 
nell  carried  the  mail  on  horseback  once  a  week  each  way.  The  postoffice 
was  finally  removed  to  the  house  of  Vinal  Bates,  and  subsequently  to  Elling- 
ton Center. 

For  Indian  war  see  page  343. 


There  are  numerous  and  prosperous  enterprises  in  the  town.  One  of  the 
more  important  ones  is  the  lumbering  busine-;s  of  C.  Hidecker  &  Son.  Mr. 
Hidecker  came  to  this  county  in  1855  ^^^^  long  a  lumberman  in  Poland. 
He  then  established  a  plant  at  Conewango  Viilley,  which  now  consists  of  a 
large  steam  saw  and  planing-mill  and  a  well  stocked  lumber  yard.  Mr. 
Hidecker  is  son  of  Andrew  Hidecker  of  Windham,  Greene  county,  where  he 
was  born  November  29,  1831.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Crumb  of 
Clierr>'  Creek.  Their  son,  Carver,  is  connected  with  his  father  in  business. 
Fred  S.  Day  also  owns  a  sawmill  and  conducts  an  extensive  business  in  lum- 
bering. A  steam  sawmill  was  erected  recently  at  Pvllington  Center  by  C.  J. 
Main  and  others.    William  Clapp  has  been  engaged  in  lumbering  for  years. 

S.  C.  Rowley  &  Son  are  extensive  manufacturers  and  operators  in  cheese. 
They  own  the  cheese  factory  at  Clear  Creek,  a  factory  at  Daniel  Hadley's, 
one  at  Kennedy,  one  at  Ellington  Center  and  one  at  Poland.  Their  output 
is  a  large  one  and  the  quality  is  said  to  be  excellent. 

TJic  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  formed  in  1826  with  50  mem- 
bers by  Rev.  John  P.  Kent,  first  pastor.    A  church  was  built  in  1842. 

The  Free^vill  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1829  by  Rev.  Amos  C. 
Andrus.  Among  the  early  members  were  Julius  Dewey,  John  R.  P'^elt,  Joseph 
Seekins,  .  Adolphus  Howard,  Jeremiah  Baldwin,  Comfort  Carpenter,  Mr. 
Marsh,  i\Ir.  Wheeler  and  their  wives,  Daniel  Hadley  and  one  Wheeler,  Rev. 
F'rancis  B.  Tanner,  the  first  pastor,  held  that  relation  for  20  years.  He  super- 
intended the  building  of  the  church  in  1840. 

The  Christian  Church  was  formed  July  13,  1823,  with  Ira,  Noel  C,  Clar- 
issa and  Polly  Gates,  Simon  LawTence,  Seth  S.  Chase  (deacon).  Freeman 
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Walden  and  Elisha  Bearsdley  (elders)  as  early  members.  Rev.  Freeman  Wal- 
den  was  the  first  preacher.    A  church  edifice  was  built  in  1833. 

The  Coug relational  Church  was  organized  February  4,  1828,  by  Rev. 
William  J.  Wilcox,  first  pastor,  with  10  members:  James,  Nancy,  and  Josiah 
D.  Bates,  Benjamin  and  Calista  Ellsworth,  Israel  Carpenter,  Aaron  ISlerrill, 
Lucretia  French,  Harriet  Spear,  Polly  Landon.  Otis  Page  (deacon),  William 
and  Sarah  Ware,  Daniel  and  Jane  P>ush,  Timothy  Gross,  Warren  IVIansfield, 
Mrs.  A.  B.  Farman,  IClizabeth  Altenburg,  and  Elizabeth  Vader,  became  mem- 
bers in  1828.  A  church  seating  250  was  built  in  1842,  costing  $1,500. 
It  was  enlarged  in  1872  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 


POLAND. 

CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

POLAND  is  a  southeastern  town,  and  comprises  township  2,  range  10. 
It  is  moderately  hilly  and  is  traversed  by  the  Conewango.  and  Cassa- 
daga  creeks,  both  large  and  crooked  streams,  which  unite  near  the 
southern  boundary.  Extensive  valleys  border  these  creeks.  Kennedy  is  the 
principal  village.  Poland  Center  and  Clark's  Corners,  formerly  known  as 
Mud  Creek,  are  small  hamlets.  Levant  and  Waterboro  were  once  small 
places  of  some  account.  The  New  York,  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  railroad  passes 
through  the  town  in  a  southwesterly  and  northeasterly  direction.  The  Buf- 
falo »S:  Southwestern  railroad  runs  parallel  to  it  the  whole  distance.  The 
Dunkirk,  Alleghany  \'alley  Pittsburgh  railroad  crosses  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town.  Poland  was  formed  from  Ellicott  April  9,  1832.  The  first 
town-meeting  was  opened  at  the  house  of  A.  McGlashen  and  closed  at  the 
house  of  S.  R.  Gleason  on  Tuesday,  March  5,  1833.  Nathaniel  I'enton  was 
elected  the  first  supervisor  ;  Nelson  Rowe,  town  clerk  ;  Emory  F.  Warren, 
Henry  M.  Connell,  Samuel  Hitchcock  and  Melancthon  Smith,  justices.  The 
population  of  Poland  in  1835,  by  tlie  next  census  after  it  was  organized,  was 
916.  In  18S0  it  had  increased  to  1,539,  ^^^^  1890  to  1,608.  Kennedy 
village  in  1890  had  a  population  of  514. 

Poland  was  originally  covered  by  dense  pine  forests.  The  original  pines 
were  gigantic.  Lewis  Hall,  of  Jamestown,  tells  that  a  chainman  of  his  L^ncle 
Cheney  of  Kiantone,  an  early  surveyor,  related  to  him  that  Mr.  Cheney  on 
his  wav  from  Kiantone  to  Kenned v  used  to  stretch  liis  chain  each  time  on  a 
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fallen  pine  in  Poland  that  nicasnrcd  268  feet  in  length.  Mr.  Daniel  Gris- 
wold  gives  these  figures  of  the  product  of  600  acres  on  lot  21  in  Salamanca 
as  an  evidence  of  the  enormous  yield  of  these  early  forests.  This  tract  aver- 
aged 5  trees  of  white  pine  to  the  acre  and  produced  over  6,500,000  feet  of 
lumber,  while  the  hemlock  made  fully  twice  that  quantity,  making  the  aver- 
age product  per  acre  over  33,000  feet.  E.  A.  Ross,  in  his  paper  on  early 
lumbering,  says  :  When  we  come  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  lum- 
ber made  on  the  Cassadaga  and  its  tributaries  you  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
vast  amount  of  lumber  made  on  the  upper  Allegany.  As  I  make  about  18 
mills  putting  lumber  out  of  the  Cassadaga,  ixud  allowing  200,000  for  the 
smaller,  and  500,000  for  the  larger,  as  the  annual  product  of  these  mills,  we 
have  a  total  of  about  5,000,000  feet,  which  would  make  275  to  300  rafts, 
requiring  550  or  600  men  to  run  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  half 
that  number  from  there  to  the  Allegany.  When  all  these  men  were  mus- 
tered into  service,  and  j)ut  on  their  line  of  march,  or  drift,  it  took  about  all 
of  the  resources  of  the  inhabitants  along  the  streams  to  furnish  them  with 
food  and  lodging. 

Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy  in  1805  commenced  building  a  mill  at  Kennedy- 
ville  to  manuf[\cture  lumber  for  transportation  down  the  river.  This  was  the 
first  work  begun  of  the  settlement  of  Poland  and  the  southern  towns.  (See 
page  177).  Dr.  Kennedy  was  a  resident  of  ]\Ieadvillc.  He  married  Jane  I., 
daughter  of  Andrew  Ellicott,  and  niece  of  Joseph  Ellicott,  the  general  agent 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  and  he  consequently  stood  in  close  relation- 
ship to  the  company.  Dr.  Kennedy  erected  a  double  sawmill  at  Kennedy- 
ville,  and  subsequently,  in  a  leanto  addition,  a  gristmill  witli  one  nni  of 
stone  made  of  common  rock.  The  undertaking  required  considerable  finan- 
cial ability  aiul  much  enterprise  to  send  a  force  of  men  into  the  depths  of  the 
unbroken  forest,  and  to  furnif^h  supplies  for  his  workmen  and  material  for 
his  mill.  These  he  was  compelled  to  transport  up  the  Allegany  and  Cone- 
wango  in  keelboats.  In  the  letters  from  Dr.  Kennedy  to  Joseph  I^llicott 
while  prosecuting  this  work  are  contained  many  interesting  particulars  of  this 
early  enterprise,  and  of  the  operations  occurring  in  this  remote  region, 
August  3,  1804,  Dr.  Kennedy  wrote  to  Mr.  Ellicott :  The  sawmill  on  the 
Conewango  branch  will  be  going  up  this  fall.  The  timber  is  all  prepared 
for  the  frame  and  mill,  and  the  hands  will  return  there  in  a  few  days,  they 
having  been  home  to  their  harvesting.  We  have  beei.  looking  for  you  at 
this  place."  September  19,  1804,  he  wrote  that  his  milldam  at  the  Cone- 
wango will  be  large  and  expensive,  and  is  20  rods  long,  between  8  and  9  feet 
high.  Under  date  of  November  24,  1805,  after  mentioning  that  a  mail  is 
established  between  Amsterdam  (Buffalo)  and  Erie,  he  says  :  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  say  that  boats  of  25  or  30  tons  may  be  navigated  from  the  state  of 
New  York  by  way  of  Conewango  creek,  the  Allegany  and  the  Ohio,  and  then 
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to  New  Orleans,  where,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  I  will  find  a  good  market 
for  pine  boards  at  $25  and  $30  per  M." 

Dr.  Kennedy  refers  also  in  this  letter  to  measures  contemplated  to  render 
the  shippino^  of  salt  practicable  over  the  Conewango  and  the  outlet  of  Chau- 
tauqua lake.  These  are  among  the  earliest  suggestions  relating  to  the  trans- 
portation of  salt  througli  the  county.  "  There  are  two  men  at  this  place  who 
are  largely  engaged  in  the  salt  trade.  I  have  mentioned  to  them  the  route 
through  the  Chautauqua  outlet  and  the  east  branch  of  the  Conewango.  They 
are  anxious  to  know  whether  you  will  aid  in  clearing  the  navigation  of  one 
or  botli  these  streams.  I  was  at  Chautauqua  last  summer  and  thought  that 
$360  or  $400  would  make  the  out  let  navigable  for  boats  to  carry  150  to  200 
barrels  of  salt  to  the  Cassadaga  ;  from  thence  there  will  be  no  difficulty."  He 
says  further  that  he  has  "  ordered  drift  wood  to  be  cut  on  the  Conewango. 
A  short  distance  above  my  dam  dead  water  commences  and  continues  for 
two  days'  paddle  in  the  canoes,  possibly  up  to  the  Susquehanna  road  ;  from 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  it  is  said  to  be  but  16  miles.  The 
price  of  transporation  of  a  barrel  of  salt  across  is  $2.50."  In  a  letter  dated 
May  12,  1807,  Dr.  Kennedy  says:  "Should  you  come  to  my  mill  I  think 
you  would  best  procure  an  Indian  to  conduct  you,  as  you  may  possible  mis- 
take and  take  the  path  to  Cassadaga  lake.  You  will  be  able  to  reach  the 
mill  in  less  tlian  a  day  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  creek."  From 
IVIeadville  he  writes  vSeptember  29,  1807:  "  I  have  completed  a  handsome 
bridge  at  Conewango,  182  feet  long,  handsomely  framed  and  of  the  best 
material,  and  a  barn  40x32  feet.  Work  has  built  a  good  house  20x30  feet. 
Lamberton  has  been  surveying.  ]\Ir.  Work  wishes  me  to  inform  you  that  he 
wishes  to  commence  his  location  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  outlet,  adjoining 
Wilson,  and  on  the  other  side  as  low  down  as  opposite  Culbertson,  60  or  100 
rods  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cassadaga,  which  will  probably  join  the  lot  on 
which  Fenton  (Governor  Fenton's  father)  lives,  and  to  extend  up  that  side  6 
or  8  lots."  While  the  mills  were  being  built  Edward  Shillitto  and  his  family 
resided  there  and  boarded  Kennedy's  hands.  He  was  the  first  settler  of  Poland 
having  a  family.  The  hands  were  merely  transient  workmen.  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy was  never  a  resident  of  the  town  but  lived  at  Meadville  until  his  deatli 
in  1813. 

Edward  Work,  between  whom  and  Dr.  Kennedy  there  existed  a  strong 
friendship  and  intimate  business  relations,  superintended  the  running  of  much 
of  the  first  lumber  manufactured  at  this  mill.  At  Pittsburgh  the  luni])er 
v.'as  placed  upon  fiat-bottomed  boats,  mostly  made  at  Kennedy's  mills,  and 
run  to  Xew  Orleans.  The  sale  of  the  boards  the  first  year  was  made  by  Mr. 
Work.  In  1808  Mr.  Work  built  sawmills  on  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  lake 
near  the  eastern  boundary  of  Poland.  When  his  mill  was  completed  he 
"  ran  boards  from  his  mill  to  New  Orleans  in  the  manner  he  had  done  from 
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Kennedy's  mills.  A  change  however  had  taken  place  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi.  When  his  boats  arrived  at  Natchez  he  added  to  his  lading 
bales  of  cotton  to  the  extent  of  the  capacity  of  his  boat,  receiving  a  dollar 
per  bale  for  freight  to  New  Orleans  for  that  carried  nnder  deck,  and  seventy- 
five  cents  for  that  on  deck.  The  empty  boats  were  sold  at  New  Orleans  for 
lumber  for  more  than  their  cost.  Work  furnished  boards  at  his  mill  for 
seventy-five  cents  a  hundred  feet  to  finish  the  log  houses  of  early  settlers,  and 
his  little  gristmill  with  common  rock  stones  made  excellent  flour  from  good 
grain.    When  at  home  he  was  usually  his  own  miller." 

In  1804  Messrs  Kennedy  and  Work  purchased  of  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany land  on  both  sides  of  the  Cassadaga  below  Dexterville,  also  a  traCl  of 
valuable  timber  land  east  of  the  Cassadaga  and  Levant  and  along  the  Kennedy 
road.  In  180S  they  made  an  important  improvement  in  Poland  by  opening 
a  road  from  Kennedy's  mills  to  Work's  mills,  and  building  the  first  bridge 
across  the  Cassadaga.  It  was  erected  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  above  the 
present  village  of  Levant.  The  road  thus  made  extended  the  most  of  the 
way  north  of  the  present  road  to  Kennedy  and  over  much  more  hilly  ground. 
It  passed  by  the  former  residence  of  Woodley  W.  Chandler  and  crossed  Che- 
ney's brook  half  a  mile  north  of  N.  E.  Cheney's  residence  and  Eliakim  Cros- 
by's early  tavern,  and  intersected  the  present  road  near  Kennedy.  All  of 
these  improvements  were  made  in  Poland  before  any  assault  was  begun  upon 
the  forest  of  pines  that  stood  tall  and  dense  upon  the  site  of  Jamestown. 
Upon  the  division  of  the  lands  owned  by  Kennedy  and  Work  after  their 
decease,  the  heirs  of  Kennedy  took  the  lands  lying  east  of  the  Cassadaga. 
The  mill  property  at  Kennedy  was  sold  by  them  in  1831  to  Richard  P.  Mar- 
vin of  Jamestown,  and  his  brother  PCrastus  of  Dryden.  Erastus  came  to  Ken- 
nedy and  soon  their  father  followed  him.  In  1832  Erastus  and  his  father 
died.  R.  P.  Marvin  soon  sold  the  plant  to  Guy  C.  Irvine*  and  Robert  Fal- 
coner, who  built  a  gristmill  there.  It  was  subsequently  rebuilt  by  Jones 
Stilwell.  *'  It  next  passed  into  the  hands  of  Seth  W.  Chandler,  who  sold  it 
to  Daniel  Griswold  and  Wm.  T.  Falconer,  who  rebuilt  it  in  1866,  and  sold  it 
January  i,  187 1,  to  Wellington  H.Griffith.  It  was  burned  within  a  year 
and  a  new  one  was  erected  on  the  same  site  by  Mr.  Griffith." 

Robert  F'alconer,  of  Sugar  Grove,  Pa.,  was  the  owner  of  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  Poland.  His  son,  W.  T.  P\alconer,  was  a  merchant,  lumber  dealer  and  one  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  of  the  town.  He  was  born  in  Sugar  Grove  April 
I,  1824,  ^^^^^  came  to  Poland  about  1850.  He  was  married  September  26, 
1867,  to  Miss  Jennv  Daily  of  Brocton.     He  has  been  supervisor  five  years. 

Tlie  mills  of  Kennedy  and  the  lumber  business  first  attracted  settlers  to 

♦In  a  letter  to  Daniel  CriswoUl,  dated  at  Oslikosh,  Wis.,  November  2S,  i'<9^,  Hon.  Philetns  Sawyer,  late  U, 
S.  senator  from  Wisconsin,  says:  "  I  went  there  (  Kennedyville)  in  the  fall  of  iS^g.  I  worked  in  my  father's 
Macksmith  shop  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  Inr^je  mill  owned  by  (Vuy  Irvine  a  while  in  the  sprinji,  and  went 
with  the  himJjcr  down  the  river.'' 
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Poland.  Of  the  early  purchases  in  1808,  Gideon  Gilson  bought  land  on  lot 
51,  James  Culbertson  on  lot  58  ;  in  1809  Stephen  Hadley  bought  land  on  lot 
50,  and  John  Owen  on  lot  57  ;  in  1810  John  Brown  on  lot  57,  Colt  and  Marlin 
01  lot  42.  These  lands  were  all  in  the  southwest  part  of  Poland.  In  Octo- 
bt.-r.  1813,  Nathan  Lasall  bought  lands  near  the  center  of  the  town,  on  lots  37 
and  45  at  and  near  Poland  Center.  In  18 14  Aaron  P^'orbes  took  up  land  on 
lot  57,  James  Hall  on  lot  54,  Ebenezer  Cheney  on  lot  58,  and  James  Herriott 
on  lot  34.  The  same  year  Ira  Owen  bought  lands  at  Clark's  Corners,  and 
Ethan  Owen  near  him  on  lot  21.  In  1816  Hlias  Tracy  took  up  lands  on  lot  49 
and  in  1817  lands  on  lot  41,  Nicholas  Dolloff  on  lot  33  and  Aaron  Taylor  on 
lot  26.  Not  all  of  these  settled  in  Poland  in  the  year  of  their  purchase. 
Aaron  P'orbes,  however,  settled  on  lot  57  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town, 
where  he  resided  at  his  death.  Ezra  Smith  also  settled  on  lot  57.  He  was  born 
in  P>urlingtoii,  Otsego  county,  in  1832,  married  Hannah  Peck,  of  Ellicott,  Jan- 
uary 21,  1839.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  September  14,  1810.  Asa  and  PCsther 
Smith,  the  parents  of  Ezra  Smith,  were  born  in  Haddam,  Conn.  The  former 
died  in  1856  ;  the  latter  at  the  age  of  102  years  and  4  months.  Of  Ezra's  child- 
ren were  :  William,  Irwin,  hhnih',  (who  beeauie  the  wife  of  vSamuel  IIallada>', 
and  after  her  death,  her  sister  Matilda  became  his  second  wife  ;  bVances,  the 
wife  of  T.  h\  \'anDusen,  of  Jamestown  ;  and  Minerva,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Hunt. 
Among  the  earl\'  settlers  in  the  southwest  part  were  Luther  Lydell,  from 
Otsego  county,  who  settled  about  1830  on  lot  59,  where  he  died.  Elias  Tracy 
settled  on  lot  49.  His  sons  were  Wayne,  Elias  and  Hatch.  Hannah,  one  of 
his  daughters  married  William  H.  Fenton  of  Dexterville.  Joshua  Wood- 
ard,  from  Otsego  county,  came  about  1816  with  his  sons,  Reuben,  Royal, 
Lewis,  Pierce  and  Hiram.  Pierce  Woodard  was  four  years  supervisor.  Ira 
Kimball  was  also  an  early  settler  who  did  good  work  in  developing  the  town. 
B.  B.  Kimball  is  his  son. 

Horace  Hartson  settled  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  on  lot  60  near 
Levant.  He  resided  with  his  son  William  in  Poland  until  his  decease.  Orsell 
H.,  Chancellor  and  George  were  sons  of  William. 

For  the  brick  industry  of  Levant  see  page  665.  Ephraim  L.  Nickerson 
who  lives  between  Poland  Center  and  Levant  has  also  manufactured  brick 
with  profit. 

In  the  northwestern  part  of  the  town  Amos  Fuller  settled  upon  lot  .\(). 
He  was  the  father  of  Arad  and  Danforth  P'uller.  Jeremiah  Hotchkiss,  about 
1830,  settled  on  lot  55.  Elihu  Gifford  settled  on  lot  55.  David  Tucker,  from 
Oneida  county,  early  settled  on  lot  48.  He  married  Miss  Montgomery.  His 
daughter,  Naucy  A.,  married  Isaac  Cobb  of  (icrry.  Mr,  Tucker  was  several 
years  supervisor  of  Poland.    He  died  in  Cattaraugus  county,  July  28,  1894. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  town  P^liab  Wheelock,  froui  Oneida  count)  , 
settled  on  lot  39.     He  had  sons  :  William,  Orrin  E.  and  Horace  F.  Norton 
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B.  Bill  was  a  native  of  New  England,  came  from  Genesee  county  about  1830, 
and  settled  ou  lot  46  and  died  there.  His  daughter,  Emily,  married  Harvey 
Forbes  and  died  in  Poland.  Malvina  married  Arad  Fuller.  Ruth  married 
Darius  Wyman.  Amos  married  Artemisia  Smith  and  lived  on  the  home- 
stead of  his  father.    Julia  married  Emory  Woodard,  and  Mary,  Miles  Tracy. 

In  the  central  part  of  the  town  Charles  F.  Wolcott  settled  on  lot  37. 
Ebenezer  Cheney  came  to  Poland  about  1830  and  settled  on  lot  thirty-seven. 
His  son,  Nelson  E.,  married  Hannah  Merrill  of  Carroll.  Of  their  children 
Emory  was  a  physician.  Nelson  also  was  educated  as  a  pliysician.  Newell 
was  a  captain  in  the  9th  cavalry  and  served  three  years  in  the  late  war.  He 
has  ])een  supervisor  of  Poland  two  years  and  in  1886  was  member  of  assem- 
bly for  the  second  assem])ly  district  of  Chautauqua  county.  Addison  H. 
Phillips  settled  on  lot  28. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  Amasa  Ives,  from  Madison  county,  settled 
on  lot  3.  C)bediah  Jenks,  from  I{ssex  county,  settled  on  lot  20.  A  sawmill 
was  built  at  Mud  Creek,  now  Clark's  Corners,  by  Isaac  Young  about  1820, 
and  afterward  sold  by  him  to  Daniel  Wheeler  and  by  him  to  Henry  N.  Hunt 
and  by  Hunt  to  Albert  Russell  and  afterward  discontinued.  Jaseph  Clark,  a 
well  known  early  settler,  for  many  years  kept  a  tavern  near  this  sawmill  on 
Mud  creek.  John  Miller,  about  1831,  settled  on  lot  5.  Henry  Nelson  Hunt 
was  born  in  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  March  5,  1808,  and  was  the  son  of 
Elnathan  Hunt  and  Sybil  Lincoln.  His  father  moved  to  Genesee  county 
when  Henry  was  but  three  years  old,  and  died  there  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  In  1835  Henry  Hunt  married  Cynthia,  the  dauglUer  of  Amasa  Ives, 
and  soon  after  moved  to  Poland.  Mrs.  Hunt  died  June  12,  1856.  Their 
children  were:  Edwin  R.,  who  served  his  country  during  the  late  war  and 
died  in  1888;  Celia  (Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Clark  ),  resides  at  Cherry  Creek  ;  Evring- 
ton  ;  Lucretia  (Mrs.  Joel  B.  Clark)  ;  Henry  Alton  ;  Coralinn  (Mis.  David  J. 
Clark);  Cynthia  (Mrs.  Clarence  Shulters),  resides  in  Poland  ;  and  Charles. 
January  11,  1857,  H.  N.  Hunt  married  Harriet  A.,  daughter  of  Chester  Cro- 
foot.  Their  children  are  Alva  N.,  who  died  October  22,  1889,  aged  thirty  ; 
Herbert  L.,  is  a  practicing  attorney  in  Jamestown  ;  H.  PVancis  Hunt 
the  youngest  resides  in  Poland.  H.  N.  Hunt  was  engaged  extensively  in  the 
lumber  business  for  a  number  of  years,  but  has  applied  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing during  the  last  twenty  years.  He  served  as  supervisor  of  the  town  two 
terms,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  n  amber  of  terms. 

In  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  Pvliiiu  Barber  settled  on  lot  3.  At 
an  early  day  a  sawmill  and  gristmill  was  built  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
town  at  Watcrboro.  The  gristmill  was  burned  and  the  sawmill  went  into 
disuse.  Josiah  Miles  and  Daniel  Wheeler  built  a  sawmill  n«\ar  Conewango 
whicli  was  rebuilt  and  owned  by  Charles  Clark.  John  Men  ill  built  a  saw- 
mill on  Mud  creek  on  lot  3.     Nicholas  DollofT  built  a  sawn  .ill  on  the  Cone- 
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wango  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  which  is  operated  at  present. 

Dr.  Samuel  Foote,  brother  of  Judge  E.  T.  Foote,  is  said  to  liave  been  the 
first  physician  in  Pohmd,  and  Dr.  Nelson  Rowe  to  have  come  next.  Dr.  Wm. 
Smith  came  about  iS.jo,  and  died  at  Kennedy.  His  son,  Sumner  A.,  was  a 
druggist  and  postmaster  at  Kennedy,  and  served  three  years  in  the  late  war» 
His  son  Henry  died  in  the  late  war.  Three  other  sons  reside  in  tlie  town. 
Later  pliysicians  were  Drs.  James  H.  Monroe,  Ingraliam,  J.  \V.  Button  and 
Ivnrly.  The  citizens  of  the  town,  during  late  years,  have  been  increased  by 
many  good  and  respectable  people  from  Sweden. 

George  \V.  Stilson  is  a  son  of  Benoni  Stilson,  who  was  born  in  1791  in 
Connecticut,  and  came  to  Jamestown  about  1828,  married  Hannah  Brown, 
formerly  of  New  Hampshire,  ^March  3,  1831.  He  worked  at  building  and 
painting  in  Jamestown  until  within  a  few  years  of  his  death.  Of  his  child- 
ren five  are  now  living  :  Mary  A.,  (Mrs.  W.  F.  Hale)  of  Ellery,  Geo.  W.,  of 
Poland,  Amos  C,  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  Henry  H.  and  Klias  B.,  of  Jamestown. 
Benoni  Stilson  died  October,  1857.  Hannah  vStilson  died  March  31,  1857. 
(k'orge  W.  Stilson  married  a  daughter  of  Ichal)od  vSparks,  who  was  born 
March  29,  1807,  in  Argyle,  Washington  county,  and  came  to  this  comity 
about  1830,  married  Katherine  Bain  from  Argyle,  Wasliington  county, 
November  10,  1831,  and  settled  in  Carroll  at  the  head  of  P^ew  Run,  cleared 
the  land  and  made  a  home.  Of  their  6  children  three  are  now  living  :  P'^liz- 
abeth,  (Mrs.  G.  \V.  Stilson),  of  Poland,  Sarah  J.,  (Mrs.  l\.  B.  Stilson),  of  James- 
town, and  I^obert  I.  Sjxirks,  of  Larned,  Kansas.  Ichabod  vSparks  died  May 
13,  1853.  "Katharine  Sparks  died  April  2,  1858. 

CfiURCHHS. —  77/<"  KciDicdy  Baplist  CluircJi  was  organized  January  30, 
1836,  with  22  members.  Rev.  B.  Braman  was  first  pastor.  A  meetinghouse 
was  built  in  1S68. 

Tlw  Mi  tliodist  Protestants  were  here  early.  In  May,  1839,  Rev.  James 
Covell  organized  a  society  at  the  schoolhouse  in  district  No.  4,  and  the  next 
year  Rev.  O.  C.  Payne  from  Fredonia  formed  one  in  district  No.  11.  Vox  a 
tin\e  they  were  ver\'  flourishing. 

Poland  Prrc  CJnircli  at  Kenned)',  organized  in  1856,  built  a  church  tlie 
next  >  ear. 

'Plic  W'cshyan  Mtthodist  C/ntn/i  at  Levant  was  early  organised  by  Rev. 
ICmory  Jones.     A  church  was  built  in  1S72. 

.Si  i'i:kvis<)KS, — Nalliauiel  I'eiiton,  1S33  ;  Sumner  Allen,  1834-5-6-7-8-9-40-1-2-6-6.)  ;  W.  \V. 
Cliaiullcr,  1S43-4  ;  Henry  N.  Hunt,  1845-54-5;  David  Tucker,  1S47-8  ;  Pierce  Woodard,  1849-50- 
7-8;  l-;iiakini  Crosby,  1S51-2;  M.  \V.  Smith,  1853;  (kilusha  M,  Wait,  1856;  Wm.  M.  I'alconer, 
1S59  60-1 -2-3  ;  Daniel  (  iris>volil,  1S65-6-7-8;  Harvey  S.  IClkins,  1869-70-1-2;  .losiali  H.  Monroe, 
1873-4-7-8-9  80-1-2  ;  Amos  Hill*,  1875-6-83  ;  Ira  C.  Nichols,  1884-6-7-8  9<:>-2-3  ;  Lyman  I'.  \Vee<leii, 
1891  ;  Newell  Cheney,  1885-9;  \\.  V.  Kowley,  1894 

Of  these  supervisors,  the  first,  Natlianiel  P\mton,  was  born  in  New  ICngland 

•Mr.  Hill  is  c^)lll!llis.>^^<)n^.  r  (^f  hi.i;luva\ s. 
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in  1763,  came  to  Poland  about  1823.  f^^^^ny,  one  of  liis  dangliters,  married 
Gen.  Horace  Allen,  and  Fluvanna  married  vSumner  Allen.  Sumner  Allen 
was  born  in  Otsego  county,  February  3,  1804,  and  came  to  Poland  in  1818. 
He  was  the  son  of  Pliineas  Allen  and  brother  of  Gen.  Horace  Allen.  Wood- 
ley  W.  Chandler  was  born  in  Virginia,  February  14,  1800.  He  resided  suc- 
cessively in  Tennessee,  New  Orleans  and  Cincinnati  and  early  came  to 
Poland.  He  married  Phebe,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Winsor.  He  died 
April  22,  1854.  Kliakini  Crosby  was  born  in  Oneida  county,  removed  to 
Poland  in  1829  and  settled  on  lot  37,  at  Poland  Center,  where  he  kc  jH  a  jMib- 
lic  liousc.  He  held  nearly  every  town  olFice.  Harvey  vS.  IClkins  was  l)()rn 
in  Poland,  Nov.  26,  1835.  He  was  a  merchant  of  Kennedy  for  5  N«.'ars.  He 
has  been  su])erintendent  of  the  poor  of  the  couiity  and  supervisor  of  Poland 
four  years.  His  first  wife  was  Maria  Nichols.  After  her  death  he  married 
Jennie  Stratton.  Daniel  (jriswold  was  born  fn  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y., 
Feb.  18,  1830,  came  to  Poland  in  1831  or  1832.  In  1868  he  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  John  Townsend.  He  is  an  extensive  lumberman,  and  has  been 
supervisor  of  Poland  and  Ellicott  and  Jamestown,  and  is  president  of  Chau- 
tauqua County  National  Bank. 


CARROLL 

CHAPTER  LXXX. 

C ARROLL  was  formed  from  KUicott,  March  25,  1825,  and  Kiantone 
was  set  off  November  16,  1853.  Carroll  is  in  tlie  southeast  corner  of 
the  county,  and  contains  20,658  acres.  The  surface  is  rolling  in  the 
south  and  southwest  parts  with  soil  of  a  gravelly  loam  ;  broken  and  hilly  in 
the  east  and  northeast  with  a  clay  loam  soil.  The  highest  summits  rise 
1,400  feet  above  tide  water.  The  principal  stream  is  the  Conewango,  which 
enters  the  town  from  the  north  on  lot  48,  and  meanders  in  a  southwesterly 
course  into  Kiantone,  then  running  south  along  the  west  line,  it  flows  nearly 
southeasterly,  forming  the  boundary  between  Carroll  and  Kiantone  to  the 
state  line.  Case  run  in  the  north  part,  and  Frew's  run,  flowing  northwest 
and  west,  and  emptying  into  the  Conewango  west  of  P'rewsburg,  through 
which  it  flows,  are  the  principal  tributaries  of  the  Conewango.  The  town 
was  given  its  name  in  honor  of  Cliarles  Carroll,  the  last  surviving  signer  of 
tlie  Declaration  of  Independence.  The  D.  A.  V.  &  P.  R.  R.  crosses  the  west 
side  of  the  town. 

The  first  settlers  were  John  Frew  on  lot  61,  and  Thomas  Russell  on  wcs 
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half  of  lot  53,  at  the  mouth  of  Frew's  run  in  the  spring  of  1809.  J^^^^^^^ 
Frew  paid  $2.25  an  acre  for  all  this  land,  built  a  log  cabin,  and  put  in  crops 
in  1 810.  A  few  months  later  George  W.  Fenton  sold  his  farm  on  Chada- 
koin  river  and  located  on  lot  52,  south  of  and  adjoining  the  lands  of  Frew 
and  Russell.  (See  pages  200  and  201).  Frew  and  Russell  built  a  sawmill 
in  1 8 10  and  commenced  sawing  the  next  spring.  This  mill  formed  the 
nucleus  of  a  brisk  manuiacturing  center.  Tliey  ran  the  boards  they  sawed 
in  r8ii  to  Pittsburgh.  James  Frew  was  connected  with  them  in  the  building 
of  the  mill,  and  purchased  RusselTs  interest  in  1814.  In  1817  with  their 
father,  Ilugli  Frew,  tliey  built  an  "  overshot  gristmill,  using  the  gearing 
and  stones  of  their  father's  old  mill  in  P'armington,  Pa.  They  cleared  up 
good  farms  and  prospered.  George  W.  Fenton  developed  a  large  farm  and 
raised  excellent  crops,  which  readily  sold  at  high  prices.  He  opened  the 
first  store  in  Frewsburg.  Other  settlers  soon  came.  John  Tyler  was  on  lot 
51  by  June,  1808.  (His  sou  Hamilton,  born  in  1810  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  the  present  town  u  Isaac  Walton  on  lot  41,  and  Charles  Poyles  on 
lot  42  in  the  summer  of  1809.  (The  first  marriage  of  the  town  was  William 
PoN'les  to  Terusha  Waltcn  in  181 1).  Young  says  that  Henjamin  Covel,  born 
in  Harwich,  Mass.,  in  1761,  was  at  the  taking  of  Burgoyne,  at  Sullivan's 
defeat,  and  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  He  married  Sibyl  Durkee,  and 
renu)ved  in  1810  witli  a  large  family  to  Carroll,  where  he  died  Nov.  27,  1822. 
At  that  time  all  of  his  sons  and  daughters,  his  brother  Seth  and  nephew  Sim- 
eon, were  living  near  him,  and  the  settlement  was  called  Coveltown." 
They  were  active  in  getting  the  first  bridge  built  acro.ss  the  Conewango  at 
Coveltown."  Benj.  Covel  took  up  in  December,  1810,  lot  2,  T.  i,  R.  11,  in 
Kiantone.  The\'  went  in  canoes  to  Warren  to  trade,  and  to  Work's  mill 
with  "  grists."  The  early  settlers  were  mostly  from  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  New  Jersey,  who  came  up  the  Siuemahoning  and  across  to  the  x\llegany 
near  Olean,  and  then  down  the  river.  Lumbering  commenced  early,  and  a 
transient  population  came  to  work  in  the  woods,  in  the  mills  and  in  rafting, 
sometimes  bringing  a  family.  There  was  boating  on  tlic  Conewango  and 
traveling  on  lands  by  prospective  land  buyers  and  others,  and  taverns  were 
demanded.  John  Alyers  opened  one  in  1814  on  tlie  Conewango  about  a  mile 
from  I'rewsburg,  and  tlie  same  year  William  Sears  one  on  lot  11,  (Kiantone). 
Iti  1 816  John  Owen  opened  one  at  Fentonville,  and  also  kept  a  ferry.  In 
the  rafting  seasons  these  were  centers  of  great  mirtli  and  enjoyment,  tlie 
raftsmen  more  than  filled  the  houses,  and  would  quarrel  for  the  privilege  of 
lying  on  the  bar-room  floor  in  order  to  hear  Owen  tell  his  stories,  and  in  the 
morning  would  declare  themselves  "  thoroughly  rested  and  refreshed,  and 
that  his  stories  would  soften  the  hardest  plank  on  the  Conewango." 

No  more  magnificent  forest  of  white  pine  existed  in  the  United  States  than 
that  which  threw  its  mighty  shadows  over  primitive  Carroll.    It  was  filled 


Carroll. 


931 


witli  game  tliat  made  it  a  paradise  for  hunters.  The  wliole  section  looked 
like  a  beet  bed,  so  thick  were  the  trees."  (Seepage  176.)  Perhaps  no  other 
township  in  the  county  has  had  so  many  sawmills  in  operation  at  the  same 
time  as  Carroll.  Within  about  a  mile  above  Fentonville  in  1854,  were  the 
mills  of  L.  Forbush,  D.  Wiltsie,  J.  Brokaw,  another  one  and  S.  Smith's  mill. 
On  Frew's  run  was  Frew's  sawmill.  Above  this  were  James  Wheeler's,  Otis 
Moore's,  Job  Toby's,  John  >\Iyers,  Jr.'s,  John  Townscnd's,  Henry  I>ennett's, 
James  Frew's,  N.  Gavitt's,  Cowan's,  and  others.  On  Case  run  were  the  mills 
of  Smith  Cass,  D.  Harrington,  C;.  W.  Fenton,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Pope,  Charles  Pope  ; 
and  on  its  branches  the  mills  of  A.  Comstock  and  L.  Cowan.  There  was  also 
a  steam  sawmill  owned  ])y  Franklin  P>akcr. 

John  Frew  was  a  valua1)le  citizen.  He  assisted  ICdward  Work  to  build 
his  sawmill  at  Work's  Mills  in  1808,  and  the  first  lumber  was  cut  by  Frew. 
It  was  plank  for  eight  flat  boats  which  Frew  built,  and  took  to  Mayville  for 
salt  which  he  run  to  Pittsburgh.  "  The  same  John  Frew  brought  on  his 
back  from  Dunkirk  a  bushel-and-a-half  bag  of  salt  for  the  settlers  who  were 
in  perishing  need  of  it.  It  was  this  same  John  Frew,  who,  in  181 3,  killed 
the  last  deer  killed  at  the  great  deer  lick  in  the  four  corners  of  Main  and 
Third  streets  of  Jamestown."  He  was  supervisor  from  1816  to  1822,  and 
was  selected  for  higher  offices  but  would  not  accept  them.  He  had  sound 
judgment,  strict  integrity,  and  was  the  active  man  of  the  community.  He 
died  in  1865  aged  76.  His  brother  James  was  a  quiet,  unostentatious  man  of 
great  worth.  He  was  a  good  marksman  and  hunter,  and  a  good  mechanic. 
In  181 2  he  seived  with  General  Harrison's  Indian  campaign.  He  married 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Josiah  H.  Wheeler,  and  was  accidentally  killed  August 
24,  1834,  at  i\\2  age  of  43,  at  a  raising."  His  sons  were  John  H.,  Miles, 
Josiah,  JelTerson,  David,  (who  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and  had  the  respect  of 
all).  John  and  James  Frew  were  sons  of  Hugh  and  Mary  (Russell)  P^'rew, 
native  of  County  Down,  Ireland.  Hugh  was  a  miller  and  came  to  Frewsburg 
in  1817  to  operate  the  new  gristmill.    He  died  in  1831  aged  73. 

George  W.  Fenton,  son  of  Roswell  P'enton,  Was  born  in  Hanover,  N.  H., 
December  20,  1783.  In  1804  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and  Louis- 
ville. Returning  to  Pittsburgh  Mr.  Fenton  made  canoe  trips  for  several  years 
with  goods  and  provisions  up  the  Allegany  river  and  to  French  Creek.  In 
the  winter  of  1805-6  he  taught  the  first  school  ever  taught  at  Warren,  became 
acquainted  with  John  Owen  and  family,  and,  November  2,  1806,  married 
Elsie  Owen.  The  next  spring  (1807)  they  settled  near  Levant,  one  of  the 
first  three  families  of  Ellicott.  Joseph  Ellicott,  who  came  in  1807  survey 
the  township  into  lots,  engaged  Mr.  Fenton  to  help  him  survey  Carroll. 
While  earning  good  wages  he  gained  thorough  knowledge  of  the  town.  Sell- 
ing his  Levant  home  to  John  Arthur  he  purchased627  acres,  and  made  a  per- 
manent residence  here  in  1809,  and  died  March  3,  i860.    His  children  were: 
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Roswell  O.,  born  September  6,  1807  ;  he  was  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Chautanqna  south  of  the  ridge;  George  W.;  William  H.  H.;  John  F.;  Reu^. 
ben  E.    (See  page  453). 

Jolm  Owen  was  a  native  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  a  soldier  of  the  old 
French  war  and  the  Revolution.  He  came  from  the  Susquehanna  valley  to 
Warren  in  1806,  and,  in  180S,  located  on  lot  57,  town  2,  range  10,  in  Poland. 
In  18 1 6  he  sold  his  farm  and  located  in  Carroll  on  lot  41  wliere  he  resided  27 
years.  He  kept  a  tavern  which  was  on  the  road  that  crossed  the  Concvvango 
at  the  state  line.  He  also  kept  a  ferry.  Many  a  man  nas  laughed  at  the  old 
man's  stories  and  jokes  till  his  sides  were  sore.  He  had  a  kind  of  stutter 
which  added  to  the  point  of  his  jokes.  His  teeth  were  all  double  ones.  He 
claimed  that  in  his  early  days  he  never  found  but  one  man  that  got  the  bet- 
ter of  him  in  a  fair  "stand-up^'  fight.  Owen  se';ved  with  the  English  in  the 
attack -on  Quebec  in  the  old  French  war,  and  was  under  Col.  Ethan  Allen 
May  10,  1775,  at  the  surrender  of  Ticonderoga.  He  died  in  Carroll  Febru- 
ary 6,  1843,  aged  107  years,  10  months,  8  days.  Ira  Owen  came  with  his 
father  John  to  the  Conewango  and  settled  east  of  him.  He  was  with  the 
Chautauqua  militia  at  the  battle  of  Buffalo,  and  was  both  a  brave  soldier  and 
an  excellent  marksman.  While  formed  in  line  several  of  his  company  had 
been  shot  by  some  foe  in  their  rear  ;  presently  the  third  nuin  to  his  right  was 
shot.  Mr.  Owen  turned  partially  around  and  discovered  an  Indian  lowering 
his  rifle  from  the  head  of  a  flour  barrel  80  yards  distant.  Drawing  his  rille 
to  his  face  when  the  Indian's  head  appeared  in  view  the  dusky  intruder  fell 
back  to  trouble  them  no  more.  On  the  retreat  from  Black  Rock  be  killed  a 
pursuing  Indian  who  was  trying  to  pick  off  our  men.  Seeing  him  fall,  Owen 
ran  to  rescue  his  rifle,  belt  and  powder-horn,  but  the  bullets  whistled  so  close 
that  he  only  succeeded  in  getting  the  rifle.  Reuben  Owen,  second  son  of 
John,  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until  his  death.  He  married  Hannah  Clark. 
Alvin,  youngest  son  of  John,  lived  at  Fentonville,  married  ]\Iiss  Haley,  had 
three  children,  and  was  drowned  in  the  Conewango  by  the  upsetting  of  his  skiff. 

John  M}'ers  and  his  13  children  became  closely  connected  with  Carroll. 
Six  of  his  sons,  John,  Jacob,  Robert,  Lyman,  William  aud  James,  and  two  of 
his  daughters,  became  permanent  citizens.  The  good-natured  hotel  keeper 
enjoyed  life  while  having  a  shrewd  eye  to  business,  and  transmitted  his 
cheery  temperament  to  his  children.  His  sons  have  been  active  in  business 
and  men  of  ability. 

Hiiam  Dickinson,  son  of  Gideon  Dickinson,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
was  born  in  1800,  in  Williamstown,  Vt.  In  1818  he  married  Sally  Pierce, 
of  Hoosick,  Rensselaer  county.  In  February,  1819,  they  started  for  Chau- 
tauqua county,  arriving  here  after  traveling  just  one  month  with  an  ox  team, 
over  almost  impassable  roads,  there  being  only  a  sled  track  most  of  the  wa\ . 
They  came  with  a  wagon  as  far  as  Nunda,  where  they  found  the  snow 
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deep  they  were  forced  to  load  their  goods  on  a  sled,  for  wliich  they  paid  five 
dollars.  Their  load,  wliich  weighed  3,000  pounds,  consisted  mostly  of  house- 
hold goods  and  farming  utensils,  also  a  box  containing  two  very  fine  pigs,  of 
a  kind  superior  to  any  in  this  county,  and  at  that  time  sought  after  far  and 
near.  They  were  known  as  the  Dickinsoli  breed  for  many  years.  When 
the  family  arrived  at  Jamestown,  they  stayed  all  night  in  one  of  the  first 
hotels  of  the  place,  and  it  was  nothing  but  a  shell  built  of  rough  boards,  with 
loose  partitions  and  floors.  From  there  they  started  with  their  load  for  their 
new  liome.  There  were  then  but  very  few  families  for  miles  around,  and  no 
store  nearer  than  the  Prendergast  store  "  at  Jamestown,  and  that  hardly 
worthy  of  the  name.  On  arriving  at  their  destination,  the  place  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  A.  Hiller  in  Carroll,  they  commenced  housekeeping  in  the 
usual  manner  of  those  days,  with  no  conveniences  of  the  j^resent,  always 
cooking  by  the  old-fashioned  fireplace.  They  were  in  the  heart  of  a  wilder- 
ness filled  with  bears,  deer,  wolves  and  other  game,  and  rattlesnakes,  which 
were  so  plenty  they  could  be  found  at  any  time  and  place.  Mr.  Dickinson 
killed  one  under  his  doorstep  that  measured  over  four  feet  in  length  and  had 
nine  rattles.  They  were  obliged  to  yard  their  sheep  every  night  for  several 
years  to  protect  them  from  the  wolves,  as  they  were  so  bold  as  to  come  close 
to  the  house.  j\Irs.  Dickinson  often  went  after  the  sheep  at  night  when  her  hus- 
band was  away.  Once  she  stopped  to  gather  some  hickory  nuts,  and  hearing  a 
noise  near  by,  on  looking  up  she  saw  a  large  wolf  witliin  a  few  feet.  She 
did  not  stop  to  gather  any  more  nuts  ;  knowing  if  she  did  not  find  the  sheep 
that  night  they  would  all  be  destroyed  before  morning,  she  persevered  in 
liunting  until  she  found  them  on  the  land  now  owned  ])y  Samuel  Townseiid, 
on  Frew  run.  Mr.  Dickinson  and  one  of  his  neighbors,  Joseph  Waite,  father 
of  Gov.  Davis  H.  Waite,  hired  a  horse  (if  I  remember  right  the  only  one  in 
what  is  now  Carroll)  of  Capt.  Josiah  Wheeler,  to  go  to  Mayvillc  after  s  ilt. 
This  was  the  nearest  place  where  it  could  be  had.  The  men  went  on  foot 
and  brought  a  half-barrel  of  salt  (for  which  they  paid  $S)  home  on  the  horse. 

"Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Dickinson's  children  were  :  Sarah,  married  Chester  Pope  ; 
Syrena,  died  aged  nine  ;  IMinerva  Ann,  married  Clark  W^ashburn,'^  and  Car- 
oline, married  John  Dempster  vScudder  June  12,  1849.  It  was  a  double  wed- 
ding at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Pope.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Jediah 
Pope,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Carroll.  Dewitt  C.  Dickinson,  the  son,  after  he 
attained  maturity,  went  west,  married  there  and  returned  with  his  family, 
was  drafted  into  the  army,  served  his  time,  was  honorably  discharged,  receives 
a  pension  and  resides  in  Kane,  Pa.  Harte  S.,  married  John,  son  of  Phineas 
Annis,  an  early  settler  of  Carroll.  (John  Annis  was  a  soldier  in  the  9th  N. 
Y.  Cav.) ;  Louisa  M.,  married  Stephen  Thomas  of  Frewsburg  and  died 
November  14,  1882. 

*  Clark  Washburn  died  in  April,  1891.  He  was  a  pensioner  of  the  Civil  War,  having  sen'ed  in  the  9th  N. 
V.  Cavalry. 
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John  D.  Sciidder  enlisted  in  Carroll,  Sept.  4,  1864,  in  the  i88th  Regt. 
N.  Y.  Vols.  He  was  killed  October,  1864,  in  the  battle  of  Thatcher's  Run, 
when  only  35  years  old.  He  left  a  wife,  Caroline  Dickinson  Scudder,  and 
five  children.  Mrs.  Scudder  lives  on  the  farm  that  they  owned  when  Air. 
Scudder  enlisted.  The  children  are  Imogen,  (Mrs.  Churchill)  lives  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  ;  Isadore,  (Mrs.  Black)  in  Venango  county,  Pa. ;  Delevan  M., 
in  Lewis  Run,  Pa.  ;  Rose,  (Mrs.  Smedley)  in  Carroll  ;  John  D.  in  Poland. 
Hiram  Dickinson  died  in  Carroll  Sept.  12,  1848.  In  December,  1856,  Mrs. 
Dickinson  married  John  Myers,  Sr.  He  died  December  19,  1877,  ^^^^  90tli 
year.  Mrs.  Sally  D.  jMyers  died  Oct.  13,  1891,  in  her  91st  year.  I\Irs. 
Minerva  A.  D.  Washburn  resides  in  Spring  Creek,  Pa.  Mrs.  John  Annis 
resides  in  Frevvsburg.  Mr.  Annis  was  in  the  9th  N.  Y.  Cav.,  and  receives  a 
pension.'' 

"  About  1825  J''^"i^^s  Cowan  settled  on  Case  run.  He  was  a  noted  hunter, 
and  while  in  search  of  game  he  penetrated  the  dense  wilderness  of  South 
Valley  in  Cattaraugus  county."  There  was  then  a  well-worn  Indian  trail 
leading  from  the  Couewango  along  Case  run,  through  Covey  gap  and  down 
Pone  run  to  the  Allegany  river  near  Ouoville.  On  the  north  side  of  this  trail, 
near  the  boundary  line  of  Carroll  and  South  Valley,  a  fence  had  been  made 
by  the  Indians,  or  a  lattice-work  woven  of  brush  and  small  poles,  which  ran 
northerly  for  a  mile  and  a  half  over  a  high  ridge  to  the  north  branch  of  Bone 
run.  It  was  sufficiently  high  to  intercept  the  passage  of  deer  and  elk.  Gaps 
were  left  in  this  hedge  for  game  to  pass  through  where  it  could  be  watched 
for  and  shot  with  bow  and  arrows.  This  fence  was  to  be  seen  as  late  as  1840. 
jNIr.  Cowan  relates  that  an  old  Indian  told  him  that  when  he  was  a  boy  his 
parents  lived  in  a  camp  on  lot  57,  town  2,  range  10,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Cassadaga,  and  that  his  father  traded  some  fur  for  a  rifle  ;  that  his  father,  two 
brothers  and  himself  "  took  turns  "  in  hunting  with  the  gun,  and  that  the 
best  day's  hunt  he  ever  made  was  accomi)lished  by  setting  out  early  one 
morning  from  home  with  the  old  flint-lock  rifle,  crossing  the  Couewango  in 
his  canoe  at  the  mouth  of  Case  run,  hunting  up  one  side  of  that  stream  and 
back  on  the  opposite  side.  He  killed  that  da)'  three  deer,  two  bears  and  a 
wild  turkey.  James  and  Hannah  (Pope)  Cowan  liad  sons:  i.  John  Milton, 
who  was  a  life-long  resident  of  Carroll  and  a  well-known  and  esteemed  citizen. 
He  was  born  July  3,  1835,  and  died  July  3,  1894  ;  his  wife  was  Alary,  daugh- 
ter of  Phineas  Annis  ;  his  children  are  Irwin  L.  ;  Erie  h.  ;  W.  Alearle  of 
Carroll  ;  and  Mrs.  P^dith  Eldridge  of  Portland.  2.  George  M.  of  South  Val- 
ley ;  3.  Clarence  M.  ;  4.  E.  Melvin. 

PEARLY  Skttlkrs. — Rev.  Paul  Davis,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  came  from 
Vermont  in  181 6.  His  efficient  labors  bore  good  fruit  until  his  death  10 
years  later.  His  son,  Simeon  C,  was  locally  prominent  for  years.  He  came 
in  1 81 4.    He  has  many  descendants.    Consider  Benson,  a  soldier  of  181 2, 
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came  from  Vermont  in  1816,  and  died  in  Falconer  in  1855,  aged  89.  Hiiam 
Thayer  from  Massacluisetts  came  to  this  county  in  181 6  and  to  Carroll  m 
1820.  He  bought  part  of  lot  39  and  lived  here  60  years  until  his  death.  He 
was  an  esteemed  citizen,  acquired  wealth  and  left  numerous  descendants. 
In  1816  Joseph  Waite,  father  of  Hon.  Davis  H.  Waite,  governor  of  Colorado, 
came  from  Vermont  and  engaged  in  lumbering  until  1821  when  he  removed 
to  Jamestown.  Josiah  H.  Wheeler  from  Vermont  brought  a  large  family 
here  early  and  purchased  the  Matthew  Turner  sawmill  on  P"rew\s  run  (lot  53, 
town  I,  range  10).  His  sons  worked  harmoniously  with  him,  and  they 
acquired  wealth.  His  children  married  into  the  best  families  of  tlie  section. 
Otis  Moore  settled  early  on  lot  45  and  owned  and  operated  the  sawmill  one 
mile  east  of  Frewsburg.  Luther  Howard,  a  native  of  Wardsborcagh,  Vt., 
came  about  1830  and  settled  on  the  farm  he  bought  of  Charles  Wolcotl,  who 
had  made  a  small  clearing,  and  where  his  son  Jediah  lived  after  his  father's 
death.  Of  his  six  children  only  Mrs.  James  Parker  and  Jediah  survived  in 
1892. 

Case  run  took  its  name  from  the  first  settler,  James  Case,  who  did  not 
remain  long  in  town.  Moses  Taft,  from  Vermont,  was  an  early  settler  and 
part  owner  of  a  sawmill  on  Case  run.  Dutee  Herrington  settled  ou  lot  32, 
and  was  a  mill  owner  for  years.  Orsino  Comstock  lived  on  lot  31,  Richard 
Hiller  on  lot  30,  Goodwin  Staples  on  lot  8.  John  Townsend  bought  the 
Thayer  mill,  which  he  and  his  sons  owned  and  operated  many  years.  Chris- 
topher Whitman  and  sons,  iVrthur  and  Dexter,  resided  here  many  years, 
Vernon  Eaton  came  about  1823  ^^i^om  Vermont,  and  lived  a  long  life  in  Car- 
roll. Edmund  White  was  early  on  lot  27.  Pliny  Cass  was  a  resident  here 
from  about  1820.  This  early  emigration  from  New  England  brought  others 
later.  Luther  Forbish  came  from  Newton,  Mass.,  in  1829,  and  resided  mr.ny 
years  on  lot  34.  He  had  a  large  f^unily.  His  brotlier-in-law,  Jacob  Adams, 
and  Leonard  Adams,  came  from  Newton,  about  1847.  Cyrus  Adams,  son  of 
Jacob,  died  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war.  In  1827  Rufus  Green,  from  Vermont, 
came,  settling  first  in  Kiantone,  and,  in  1830,  on  lot  51.  He  was  a  justice 
for  many  years.  H.  N.  Thornton  came  from  Ripley  in  1828,  and  subse- 
quently lived  in  Kiantone  and  Carroll.  Otis  Alvord  was  an  early  settler  at 
Fentonville.  Dorastus  Johnson,  about  1845,  settled  on  lot  45.  Ira  and  Cal- 
vin, two  of  his  six  sons,  lost  their  lives  in  the  civil  war.  George  W.  Brown 
came  in  1828.  He  was  a  farmer  and  mill  owner.  His  sons,  George  W., 
Amos  and  Lewis  were  union  soldiers  in  the  civil  war.  Adam  Vandewark 
in  1834,  Albert  Fox  in  1835,  J.  D.  Bain  in  1838,  Reuben  Niles  in  1839,  were 
other  settlers  whose  dates  of  coming  we  are  able  10  give. 

The  first  towumecting  was  held  at  tlie  house  of  Wm.  Sears,  March  6, 
1826,  and  these  officers  were  elected  :  supervisor,  James  Hall  ;  town  clerk, 
John  Frew  ;  assessors,  James  Parker,  Levi  Davis,  James  I-^rew  ;  commission- 
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ers  of  highways,  Kidder,  Geo.  W.  Fenton,  Simeon  C.  Davis  ;  overseers  of 
poor,  E.  Kidder,  Geo.  W.  Jones  ;  collector,  Asa  Moore ;  constables,  Asa 
Moore,  Hiram  Dickinson  ;  commissioners  of  schools,  John  Frew,  James  Hall, 
James  Parker  ;  inspectors  of  schools,  Wm.  Sears,  Simeon  Covell,  Levi  Davis  ; 
pound-keepers,  Geo.  W.  Fenton,  Wm.  Sears. 

For  a  small  town  Carroll  has  done  much  manufacturing.  Its  sawmills 
have  ])een  numerous  and  active,  steam  supplanting  water  as  a  motive  power 
as  water  failed.  Jefferson  Frew's  mill  has  cut  from  half  to  three-quarters  of 
a  million  feet  annually  during  many  years.  Edward  Hayward,  Edwin 
Moore,  the  IMyers,  Edwin  Eaton,  E.  W.  Scowden,  Wood  &  White,  Moore, 
Spink  «S:  Co.,  and  others  have  produced  millions  on  millions  of  staves,  butter 
tubs,  paint  kegs,  etc.,  laths,  hand-sleds,  baskets,  (of  wliich  the  "  Frewsburg 
Basket  Factory has  made  from  500,000  to  750,000  a  year  for  the  last  three 
years),  soap  and  seed  boxes,  have  been  some  of  tlie  products.  The  "  Non- 
pariel  Creamery,"  establislied  in  18S9,  in  1893  received  2,053,535  llxs.  of 
milk,  produced  22, 79o;i  lbs.  of  butter  which  sold  for  $29,131.14.  In  1892 
it  received  a  contract  for  supph'ing  butter  for  the  U.  S.  nav)'.  F.  E.  Tha\'er 
has  1)een  salesman  since  the  creamery  was  founded,  and  it  owes  a  large  degree 
of  its  prosperity  to  his  untiring  efTorts.  Mr.  Tha)'er  is  a  native  of  Carroll, 
and  resides  on  the  fine  farm  near  Frewsburg  which  his  father  tilled  before  him. 

The  town  has  received  during  the  last  25  years  a  valuable  accession  to 
its  citizens  in  the  immigration  of  a  large  number  of  Swedes,  who  are  indus- 
trious, frugal  and  law-abiding  people. 

Fri-:wsiu'RG. — A  brilliant  writer  says  of  the  village:  "  P^'ewsburg  is 
indeed  a  charming  village.  Lying  on  the  level  bottom  land  of  the  Cone- 
wango  valle\'  it  is  Hanked  by  sheltering  hills  that  make  for  it  a  most  delight- 
ful l)aok-groun(k  A  broad  Av^enue  bordered  by  over-hanging  trees,  leads 
through  its*  Center,  and  back  of  the  trees  gleam  the  tidy  dwellings  of  the 
in]ui])itaiUs.  And  the  hamlet  is  not  without  honor  in  the  state  and  nation. 
IIcic  dwelt,  duiing  his  youth  and  earls'  manhood,  tht-  Hon,  Reuben  l\.  \'vn~ 
ton,  !or  ni.uiy  y^-ars  congressman  iVoin  this  district,  for  two  terms  governor, 
later  a  United  vStates  senate^-  and  at  last  the  United  States  re])resentative  to 
the  first  world's  monetary  conference.  Here  was  also  reared  editor  James 
Parker,  one  of  the  brightest  newspaper  men  of  his  era,  who,  about  thebegin- 
nin.g  of  the  war,  made  the  CJiaiitaiKjua  Dcjnocrat  of  Jamestowri  one  of  the 
most  widely  quoted  ])erio(licals  in  the  United  States,  and  whose  advice  was 
sought  at  all  critical  times  by  the  lawmakers  both  in  Washington  and  Albany. 
He  died  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  Hon.  Temple  A.  Parker,  his 
youngest  son,  bade  fair  to  carry  the  glorious  record  of  his  fathc"  to  still  higher 
ends,  l)ut  he  was  cut  off  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  d\'ing  soon  after  the  close 
of  his  first  brilliant  term  in  the  New  York  legislature.''  As  far  back  as  i860 
it  was  (piite  a  business  center,  and  in  1890  it  was  as  large  as  at  i)resent,  hav- 
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ing  tlirec  churclies,  one  liotcl,  four  dry  j^oods  stores,  two  groceries,  a  drug 
store,  a  liard\yare  store,  two  <T;ristniills,  two  staveniills,  a  tannery,  a  sled  Vic- 
tory, tliree  wagon  sliops,  two  ])lacksniit]i  shops,  cabinet  and  cooper  shops, 
between  400  and  500  population.  In  1873  a  lodge  of  Good  Templars  was 
organized  which  has  done  good  work.  The  High  School  and  its  buildings 
both  stand  in  the  front  rank  of  those  existing  in  villages  of  this  size  in  the 
state.  There  are  three  physicians  :  Dr.  T.  J.  Whitney,  resident  here  for  27 
years,  "a  popular  doctor,"  who  has  been  15  years  member  of  the  board  of 
education  and  12  years  its  president;  Dr.  K.  A.  Sweet,  who  located  here  in 
X8S9;  Dr.  A.  F.  lilanchard  in  i)ractice  here  since  1890. 

The  oldest  hotel  is  the  "  Cobb  House,"  which,  started  as  the  Myers 
House,"  has  been  conducted  under  various  names  for  many  years.  The 
"  Adams  Horse  "  perpetuates  the  name  of  another  old  family.  Among  the 
business  houses  in  1893  were  Wood,  Hanson  «^  Co's  planingmill  and  manu- 
factory, the  basket  factory  and  creamery  already  spoken  of,  the  gristmill  of 
Brant  &  Venman,  the  large  mercantile  house  of  the  same  firm,  the  grocery 
store  of  J.  B.  Putnam,  the  general  store  of  ^'  Dodge  &  Hunt,"  Frank  W. 
Chase's  furniture  and  undertaking  establishment,  the  large  store  of  hardware, 
agricultural  implements,  etc.,  conducted  by  "  Hale  &  Moore,"  and  C.  F.  Myers' 
drug  and  jewelry  store. 

CnuRCinvS. — The  Frcwsburc^  Baptist  CJinrch  was  formed  January  i, 
1838,  and  of  60  members  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Carroll"  now 
extinct.  It  took  its  present  name  »Sept.  20,  1842.  ]\Iarch  10,  1838,  John  G. 
Curtis  and  Phineas  Annis  were  chosen  deacons.  Until  1842  the  church  had 
no  regular  pastor.  It  was  received  into  the  Harmony  P»a])tist  Association  in 
1838;  and  in  1842,  Rev.  M.  Coll)y  was  its  first  pastor.  The  first  church 
clerk  was  Abida  Dean.  The  Baptist  Society  was  formed  Jan.  14,  1850. 
The  first  trustees  were  Phineas  Annis,  I^^lias  Howard,  George  W.  Fenton, 
John  Myers,  Jr.,  an«l  Jacob  Persell.  George  W.  Fenton  and  John  flyers,  Jr., 
defrayed  the  most  of  the  expense  of  building  the  present  church  edifice. 
Tlie  Conj^rcq-atiofiat  CJuircJi  was  organized  with  17  members.  Rev.  R. 
Rouse  was  the  first  pastor.  In  1863  they  erected  their  house  of  worsliip. 
TJic  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  January  21,  1843,  '^^'ith  Rev. 
Moses  Hill  pastor.  Alexander  Ross,  George  Bartlit  and  A.  J.  Fuller  were 
chosen  trustees.  The  original  members  as  given  were  Ivimund  White,  Alexan- 
der Ross,  A.  J.  Fuller  and  wives,  George  Bartlit,  Mis.  Sybil  French  and 
i^Irs.  Elsie  (Owen)  P'enton,  who  retained  membership  until  her  death. 
George  Bartlit  was  class  leader  for  many  years.  In  18.14  a  church  was 
erected  on  a  lot  presented  by  James  Hall.  A  ,S'7< vv//.v//  Missio/i  Chi/rch  was 
organized  at  Oak  Hill  about  1889  and  lias  a  membership  of  25.  Preachers 
from  Jamestown  conduct  services.  The  Lutheran  Church  of  Frewshurj^  was 
organized  in  1878.    In  1892  it  had  a  membership  of  40.    The  pulpit  is  sup- 
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ied  from  Jamestown.  The  Sivedish  Mission  Church  was  established  at 
Frewsbiirg  in  1878  with  A.  G.  Nelson  pastor.    In  1892  it  had  25  members, 

Alvin  Boyd  came  to  Stockton  in  1809,  and  was  employed  in  the  building 
of  the  Prendergast  mills  i!i  Jamestown.  He  subsequently  made  his  home  in 
Eller} ,  where  he  died.  His  son,  David  M.,  a  resident  of  Fentonville,  was 
born  December  15,  1817;  married  Mary  J.  Martin.  Children:  Susan  M., 
Alice  L.,  Ida  O.,  Mary  L.,  Lillian  S.  David  M.  Boyd  enlisted  in  company 
D,  iiith  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  and  is  a  pensioner  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Albert  P'ox  is  a  son  of  Joseph  S.  and  Olivia  Fox.  Joseph  S.  Fox,  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Vt.,  and  emigrated  early  to 
Cayuga  county,  N.  Y.  ;  afterwards  removed  to  Perrysburg.  He  died  in  1832 
of  cholera.  Albert  I-^ox,  who  was  born  in  April,  1820,  came  with  his  mother 
and  her  family  to  Carroll  in  1835.  He  was  a  millwright,  having  learned 
that  trade  of  his  father  and  brother,  and  followed  that  vocation  for  30  years. 
In  1856  he  married  Lucy  M.  Gavit  and  located  in  Frewsburg,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  30  \'ears,  has  been 
supervisor  and  was  side  judge  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Fox  died  July  24,  1874. 
Mr.  P^ox  is  the  only  survivor  of  a  family  of  five  children.  His  brothers  and 
sisters  were  Charles  J.,  Horace,  Mercy  and  Mary. 

Aaron  Jones  a  native  of  Vermont  came  to  Stockton  in  1814,  "took  up'* 
100  acres  on  lot  41,  a  year  after  he  moved  to  that  part  of  the  town  of  Carroll 
now  Kiantone  and  engaged  in  fiirming.  Of  his  family  of  four  boys  and  two 
girls  only  one  is  a  resident  of  the  county,  Ruel,  who  resides  in  Frewsburg, 
and  has  been  engaged  as  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  has  erected  a  large 
number  of  buildings  in  the  village.  In  1848  Ruel  Jones  married  Persia, 
daughter  of  Otis  and  Polly  ?doore  and  has  six  children. 

Jonas  Peterson,  a  native  of  vSweden,  came  to  American  in  1852,  located 
in  the  town  of  ICllicott.  His  wife  was  Anna  Gretta.  Their  children  were 
Augustus  S.  and  Carrie  J.  Augnstus  married  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Johnson.  Children:  Clarence  J.,  Clayton  H.,  ]\Iinnie  C,  Alice 
J.,  Cxrace  L.,  and  Bessie  O.  September,  1861,  Augustus  Peterson  enlisted  in 
Co.  C,  9th  X.  Y.  S.  Cavalry,  and  was  in  service  until  August  i,  1865,  ^vben 
he  was  discliarged,  having  served  his  adopted  country  four  years.  Mr.  Peter- 
son is  a  farmer  in  Frewsburg. 

Oscar  Johnson  came  to  Jamestown  from  Sweden  in  September,  1851,  and 
in  June,  1852,  went  to  F^rewsburg  where  he  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business. 

C.  Harrison  Miller,  son  of  Isaac  and  Patience  A.  Miller,  was  born  in  Rock- 
dale, Penn.,  in  the  forties.  January  27,  1864,  he  married  Emma  L.,  daughter 
of  David  and  Jane  P.  Wiltsie,  and  granddaughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsey 
(Owens)  Hadley.    (Stephen  Hadley  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Carroll, 
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coming  tliither  from  Vermont ;  of  his  children  only  one,  Mrs.  Jane  P.  Wiltsie, 
is  now  living  in  the  county).  Mr.  Miller  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  serving  in  Co.  I.,  159th  Regt,  Pennsylvania  militia.  In  1872  he 
settled  in  Carroll  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides  and  cultivates  his  land. 
He  is  a  deacon  of  Frewsburg  Baptist  church.  His  children  are  Bertha  G., 
(Mrs.  E.  J.  Hale),  of  Ackley,  Pa.,  and  K  Lulu. 

Nathan  Cass  purchased  lots  18  and  19  in  township  2,  range  11,  in  Tvlli- 
cott  in  1 814,  and  in  181 7  lot  45.  The  tavern  known  as  the  Cass  tavern 
was  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets,  Jamestown,  and  its 
erection  was  commenced  by  Pliny  Cass,  son  of  Nathan,  in  1817.  This  site 
was  afterwards  occupied  by  the  Jamestown  House."  Pliny  Cass  came  from 
Guildhall,  Vt,  married  Dorothy  Smith  and  had  eight  children,  Emily,  Judd 
S.,  Sophronia,  Willard,  Melissa,  Elizabeth,  Mary  and  Laura.  Judd  Smith 
Cass,  son  of  Pliny  and  Dorothy  (Smith)  Cass,  was  born  PVbruary  5,  182 1. 
He  married  Diantha  Woodward,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Sally  Woodward, 
in  1848  and  settled  on  Case  run.  He  was  engaged  in  lumbering.  His  death 
occurred  at  Corry,  Pa.,  iVlarch  24,  1866.  He  had  four  children  :  Ada  M., 
(!^Irs.  Josiah  B.  Eccles);  Frank  S.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  and  mar- 
ried Nora,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Lydia  S.  Babcock  ;  Lewis,  who  died  in 
infancy,  and  ^Lary  M.,  (Mrs.  Gilbert  W.  Eccles). 

The  Townsends  of  Carroll  and  Kiantone  are  of  I^nglish  descent.  Rev. 
Jonathan  Townsend  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Needham,  Mass.,  for  over  44  years.  His  great-grandson,  John  Townsend, 
son  of  William  and  grandson  of  Samuel,  came  to  this  county  in  1817  and 
subsequently  purchased  a  farm  in  Carroll  where  he  died  in  i860.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  a  lumberman.  His  wife  was  Adelia  Hitchcock.  Their  children 
were  John,  Sarah,  (Mrs.  H.  C.  Bennett);  Jarvis,  died  aged  14;  Mary,  (Mrs. 
Jonathan  Hiller) ;  iMartha,  (Mrs.  Daniel  Giiswold) ;  Samuel,  who  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  two  mil?s  south  of  Frew^sburg  ;  William,  who  with  his  brother- 
in-law%  Daniel  Griswold,  owns  the  "  Prendergast  farm  "  in  Ki^liitone  ;  Susan, 
died  aged  20,  and  Delinda,  died  at  16. 

L.  1'.  Bunce,  a  farmer  in  Frewsburg,  is  a  son  of  Perez  and  Abbie  Bunce, 
and  was  born  October  18,  1844,  in  Poland.  He  married  in  1868  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Alonzo  Marsh  of  Poland.  She  died  in  1880,  and  Mr.  Bunce 
married  Frances  Rhodes  of  Carroll.    He  has  six  children, 

Henry  S.  Hill,  son  of  Perry  and  Julia  (Thayer)  Plill,  was  born  December 
3,  1839.  He  enlisted  August  6,  1861,  in  Co.  K.,  49th  Regt.  N.  Y.  S.  Vols., 
and  was  with  the  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  June  27,  1865,  in  Buf- 
falo, when  he  returned  to  Carroll.  He  married  I*anny,  daughter  of  Calvin 
and  Mary  Bragg,  and  has  one  daughter,  Ida  A.,  (Mrs.  Charles  White).  Mr. 
Hill  is  a  local  preacher  in  the  church  of  United  Brethren. 

John  Venman  came  to  Frewsburg  from  Sweden  when  he  was  21  years  of 
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a^o.  He  secured  work  on  tlie  D.  A.  V.  &  P.  R.  R.  In  ten  months  he  had 
mastered  the  Kn<^lish  lan<^na<»e  and  was  taking  contracts.  Ten  years  afro  he 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  by  honest  industry  lie  has  prospered 
and  is  still  prospering.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  resigning  when  elected  supervisor,  which  office  he  filled  with 
ability. 

Hon.  James  Parker,  Jr.,  was  son  of  James  Parker  of  Westfield,  where  he 
was  born  in  1818.  Pie  early  came  to  Carroll  where  his  great  ability  soon 
caused  liim  to  be  placed  in  public  office.  He  was  a  justice  and  supervisor 
for  many  }'ears.  Pie  was  a  graphic  and  vigorous  writer,  and  for  nine  years 
under  his  editorship  he  made  77ie  CJiaittauqiia  Democrat  of  almost  national 
reputatioi'.  He  was  a  presidential  elector  in  i860,  and  clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1861-2-3.  He  married  Sabra  A.,  daughter  of  Luther 
Howard,  who  survives  him. 

Srrj'RVisoKS.  —  iS26-27-2S-29-3o-3i-32-33,  James  Hall;  1S34-35-36-37,  James  Parker;  1838, 
K/.bai  Kidder  ;  1S39,  James  Hall;  1S40,  Phineas  Spencer;  1S41,  Jediah  Hudlong  ;  1842-43-44, 
Gordon  Swift  ;  1S45,  John  Frew  ;  1846-47-48-49-50-51-52,  Renben  K,  Kenton  ;  1853,  Edwin  Iviton  ; 
1854.  \Vm.  H.  H.  Fenton  ;  1855,  Charles  L.  Norton  ;  1856-57,  James  Parker:  1858-59-60-61-62- 
63-64,  Charles  L.  Norton;  1865-66-67-68-69-70-71,  Wm.  H.  H.  Fenton  ;  1872,  Luoins  M.  Robert- 
son ;  1873,  Hdwin  F;;aton  ;  1874,  William  Sheldon  ;  1875,  Albert  Fox  ;  1876-77,  Temple  A.  Parker; 
187S,  FMward  L.  Hall  ;  1879,  Lucins  M.  Robertson  ;  1880,  George  G.  Davis;  1881-^2-83-84-85-86- 
S7,'Sil.is  W.  Parker;  1S88-89-90,  Marcus  T.  Howard;  1S91-92-93,  John  Venman  ;  1894,  C.  E. 
Dod-e. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

GKORGK  \V.  FKNTON.  ' 

George  W.  Fenton,  son  of  George  W.  and  Elsie  (Owen)  Fenton  was  born 
on  the  old  Fenton  homestead  in  Carroll  then  in  Ellicott,  February  9,  181 2. 
This  section  was  then  an  extent  of  forest  wilderness,  broken  here  and  there 
at  long  intervals  of  distance  by  small  clearings  of  settlers.  Schools  were  not 
established  here  in  his  early  youth,  and  when  he  was  about  13  years  old  he 
went  to  reside  with  an  uncle, William  Cary,  at  College  Hill,  Ohio, where  he  dili- 
gently attended  school  for  nearly  nine  months,  when,  with  the  establishment 
of  a  school  near  his  father's  home,  he  was  enabled  to  return  thither,  acquire  the 
elements  of  a  good  common  school  education  and  teach  school.  He  remained 
with  his  father  until  he  was  of  age,  his  father  furnishing  him  the  material 
for  lumbering  in  a  small  way  so  that  while  but  a  youth  he  ran  small  rafts 
for  himself  to  Pittsburgh,  and  by  practical  experience  became  thoroughly 
conversant  with  lumbering  in  all  departments.  In  the  winter  of  1833,  while 
teaching  in  the  Thayer  district,  he  saw  from  the  top  of  a  high  hill  the  valley 
where  he  resides  so  filled  with  a  massive  growth  of  white  pine  as  (using  his 
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words)  "  to  look  like  an  old  beet  bed,"  and  concluded  he  would  <;o  there  in 
the  spring.  He  was  now  of  age,  and  on  visiting  his  prospective  valley,  he 
found  a  man  in  the  possession  of  150  acres  of  land  on  which  he  was  building 
a  sawmill.  Mr.  P'^enton  purchased  one-half  of  this  man's  interest  (on  credit) 
and  in  a  few  months  bought  his  entire  claim.  ^Marrying  Mitta  B.,  daughter 
of  Luther  and  Jemima  Howard,  July  3,  1834,  this  first  location  of  his  has 
been  his  home  through  life.  For  years  lie  was  an  extensive  manufacturer 
of  lumber,  purchasing  large  lots  of  land  covered  with  the  fmest  of  pine, 
which  was  cut  into  lumber  at  his  mill  and  rafted  down  the  river.  He  has 
been  a  large  landowner  and  an  extensive  farmer,  acquiring  success  by  his  dil- 
igence, business  acumen  and  thrift.  At  one  time  he  owned  one-third  of 
3,000  acres  near  Kinzua,  Pa.,  800  acres  near  Sugar  Grove,  and  with  others 
of  the  family,  10,000  acres  elsewhere.    His  home  place  is  now  500  acres. 

ICarly  in  life  Mr.  Fenton  was  a  Democrat,  but  on  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  became  a  member  of  it  and  has  never  changed  his  faith. 
His  extensive  business  operations  prevented  liis  acceptance  of  many  offers  of 
political  place,  but  he  filled  the  important  offices  of  assessor  and  highway 
commissioner  for  many  years  with  conceded  ability.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church  for  forty  years,  and  with  a  few  others  built  the  church 
edifice  of  that  denomination  now  occupied  in  Frewsburg — he  and  John 
Myers,  Jr.,  defraying  the  most  of  the  expense.  For  nearly  fifty-eight  years 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fenton  lived  their  happy  and  useful  lives  together,  raising  a 
family  of  children  who  are  now  representative  people  of  the  several  commu- 
nities where  they  reside,  and  in  an  unostentatious  way  forming  constituent 
elements  of  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  here  I\Irs.  Fenton  died  January 
6,  1892.  Their  children  are  Thomas  J.,  of  Frewsburg  ;  \Velthy(Mrs.  George 
Georgi)  of  Jamestown  ;  Martin  L.,  of  Jamestown  ;  Ann  Fv.,  (Mrs.  John  H. 
Frew)  of  Frewsburg  ;  Laura  L.,  (Mrs.  Charles  Haynes)  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.  ; 
Lucie  M.,  (Mrs.  William  Prettie)  of  Chicago,  111.  ;  Alice  R.,  (Mrs.  Edward 
Haynes)  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  who  died  November  16,  1884. 

Mr.  PVutoii  has  a  kindly,  affectionate  nature  and  cherishes  home  and 
friends.  His  winning  personal  magnetism  lias  made  him  staunch  friends 
all  along  his  life's  pathway.  To  these  he  is  loyal,  and  he  enjoys  to  an 
unusual  degree  the  confidence  of  the  better  portion  of  the  community,  and 
tlie  veneration  of  descendants  who  are  in  the  first  circles  of  society.  He  has 
ever  been  liberal  in  his  contributions  to  public,  charitable  and  religious 
objects,  and  no  case  of  deserving  need  or  suffering  ever  appealed  to  him  in 
vain.  He  has  been  not  only  a  prominent  and  leading  business  man,  but, 
higher  yet,  a  consistent  christian,  whose  untiring  zeal  has  been  manifested 
in  many  departments  of  christian  activity. 
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,  KIANTONE. 

CHAPTER  LXXXI. 

KIANTONE  lies  upon  tlie  south  border  of  the  county.  It  was  set  off 
from  Carroll,  Noveni1)cr  16,  1853,  and  its  name  perpetuates  the  memory 
of  tlie  Indians  who  occtipied  the  villaj^e  on  the  creek  they  called 
Kyenthono.  Its  surface  is  undulating^  in  the  east  and  hilly  in  the  west.  The 
highest  summits  are  about  100  feet  above  Chautauqua  lake.  Conewango 
creek  and  its  tributaries  Stillwater  and  Kiantone  creeks  are  its  principal 
bodies  of  water.  The  soil  is  a  gravelly  clay  loam.  Its  area  is  11.456  acres. 
•Attracted  by  tlie  beauty  of  the  charming  Kiantone  region  James  Prendergast 
early  articled  over  1,200  acres,  lots  50,  58  and  59,  T.  i,  R.  10,  and  part  of 
lot  3,  T.  I,  R.  II.  Here  he  developed  a  magnificent  estate  and  passed  his 
last  years,  and  here  his  son  Alexander  T.  Prendergast  conducted  a  model 
farm.    (See  page  786). 

Joseph  Akin  from  Rensselaer  county  came  with  his  family  in  1807  and 
located  on  lands  on  the  Stillwater  (now  owned  by  the  Russell  heirs)  near  the 
west  line  of  the  town.  He  was  the  pioneer  settler  and  was  imbued  with  the 
plan  of  building  up  a  town  "  Akinsville  ;  "  but  the  survey  of  the  township 
into  lots  was  not  completed,  and  as  he  could  not  then  obtain  a  clear  title  to 
the  land,  he  could  not  sell  property  he  did  not  possess.  In  1814  the  plan 
was  abandoned.  Laban  Case  however  had  rolled  up  a  log  tavern  and  a 
blacksmith  shop.  Mr.  Akin  built  a  bridge  about  1814  on  the  Stillwater 
creek  and  the  first  town  meeting  in  Ellicott  in  1813  was  appointed  at  ''Joseph 
Akin's  house  at  Stillwater.''  He  was  an  energetic,  ambitious  man  and 
possessed  the  characteristics  of  the  true  pioneer.  Several  of  Mr.  Akin's  rela- 
tives located  here,  and  the  name  Akin  is  borne  by  many  of  Kiantone's 
worthy  citizens,  one  of  whom  is  Ransom  .A.kin. 

Robert  Russell  accompanied  his  father,  John,  and  brothers,  John  and 
Thomas,  in  the  noted  party  of  emigrants  that  brought  civilization  to  the 
lower  Conewango  in  1800.  In  1808  he,  with  his  brother  Thomas  and  John 
Frew,  articled  his  land  at  L'atavia  (see  page  201),  which  was  lot  i,  situated 
north  of  the  Conewango.  He  built  the  first  mill  on  Kiantone  creek,  above 
the  Indian  village  from  which  the  town  and  s:ream  received  their  name. 

In  the  summer  of  1810,  ,Solonion  Jones,  from  Wardsboro,  \'t.,  came  to  the 
county,  locate.l  land  in  Kiantone,  felled  timber,  partly  built  his  loghouse, 


K I  ANTON  p:. 


943 


hired  Elijah  Akin  to  complete  it  and  returned  to  Vermont  for  his  family.  They 
arrived  at  IMayville  the  first  of  November,  where  a  fiatboat  was  engaged  to 
transport  his  family  and  household  goods  down  the  lake.  Mr.  Jones  and  his 
son  I-Cllick  brought  the  five  horses  down  on  tlie  east  side  of  th-:  lake.  For 
two  cold  dreary  days  were  Mrs.  Jones  and  her  five  daughters  under  nine 
years  of  age,  tossed  on  the  waves  with  cold  spray  dashing  over  them,  while 
part  of  the  way  the  ice  had  to  be  broken  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  boat  to 
**  The  Rapids."  The  ground  was  covered  with  snow,  over  which  the  family 
wended  their  way  to  their  new  possessions.  After  a  few  days'  stay  at  Joseph 
Akins,  they  moved  into  their  yet  unfinished  cabin  November  i6,  1810.  They 
resided  in  Kiantone  for  nearly  ten  years.    (See  Jamestown). 

John  Jones,  a  son  of  Abraham  Jones,  Sr.,  came  from  \'erniont  witl:  his 
son  Levi,  and  settled  on  lot  2  in  Kiantone  in  1814.  In  18 15,  Benjamin,  son 
of  John,  moved  from  Vermont  and  settled  on  the  same  lot. 

William  Sears,  a  native  of  Wardsboro,  Vt.,  emigrated  to  this-  county  in 
1 810.  In  the  spring  of  181 1  he  purchased  lot  11,  on  which  tlie  village  of 
Kiantone  is  built.  This  village  was  at  one  time  called  Sears.  Mr.  Scars 
erected  what  was  probably  the  first  inn  in  Kiantone.  He  subsequently  built 
another  tavern  on  this  farm,  and  here  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  mar- 
ried Ruby,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Cheney. 

Ebenezer  Cheney  was  a  native  of  Orange,  Massachusetts.  "The  Cheney 
genealogy  is  traced  from  England  to  Roxbury  (Boston  Highlands)  Massa- 
chusetts, and  from  there  to  Newburyport,  some  of  the  family  being  there  as 
early  as  1680."  Mr.  Cheney  removed  to  this  county  and  settled  on  part  of 
lot  12,  T.  I,  R.  II  ;  his  deed  bears  date  November  12,  1812.  He  resided  for 
a  short  time  in  Jamestown  from  1817,  but  returned  to  his  farm  in  Kiantone, 
where  he  died  in  1828,  aged  67  years.  His  children  were,  Nelson,  Ruby, 
Mary,  Abigail,  Maria,  Anna,  the  wife  of  Judge  Elial  T.  Foote,  Levi  and  Seth. 
Seth  is  the  youngest  son,  and  married  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Jones, 
who  was  a  man  of  moral  worth  and  integrity,  and  early  and  active  in  the 
cause  of  temperance. 

Jasper  Marsh,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  came  in  181  r,  settled  on  lot  28, 
T.  I,  R.  I  r,  near  Joseph  Akin's  on  Stillwater  creek.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
a  mechanic.  He  supplied  many  of  the  early  settlers  with  large  spinning- 
wheels,  reels,  common  chairs,  hay-rakes,  fork-handles,  and  most  other  wooden 
articles  turned  in  a  lathe.  His  wares  were  generally  stamped  "J.  Marsh  " 
i\'\th  a  hot  iron.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  and  received  a  pension  for  his  Revolutionary  services. 

Ebenezer  Davis,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Emri,  came  from  Wardsboro, 
Vt.,  in  1812  and  settled  on  or  near  the  Stillwater  creek  in  Kiantone.  He 
married  Lydia,  a  daughter  of  Wm.  Hall.  He  was  the  first  town  clerk  of 
Ellicott,  which  then  included  Carroll  and  Kiantone.  '  At  the  first  revival  in 
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i8t8  commenced  under  the  preaching  of  Elder  Davis,  Baptist,  Ebenezer 
Davis  was  the  first  person  baptized  in  Stillwater,  at  Akin's  bridge.  He  died 
Jan.  9,  1846,  aged  66.  The  land  book  shows  Mr.  Davis  as  an  original  pur- 
chaser by  article  only  of  the  south  part  of  lot  37,  T.  i,  R.  10,  in  May,  1814. 
Tlie  assessment  roll  of  F^omfret,  however,  has  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Davis 
on  the  east  part  of  lot  28,  T.  i,  R.  11,  now  in  the  west  part  of  Kiantone,  a 
short  distance  south  of  vStillwater  creek.  ^Ir.  Davis's  children  are  said  to 
liave  possessed  much  musical  abilit>'. 

Elijah  Hraley,  a  native  of  Wardsl^orough,  Vermont,  emigrated  to  Chau- 
tam|ua  county  in  181 1,  and  purchased  in  June,  lot  10,  ..ownsliip  1,  range  2  of 
a])out  150  acres  of  wild  land  in  Kiantone.  Here  he  cleared  and  cultivated 
his  laud  and  made  a  home.  His  first  wife  was  Lucinda  Sears.  Their  child- 
ren were  b'ranklin,  Jane  and  Lucinda.  Mr.  Hraley  married  second,  IClecta 
Strong  of  Gerry.  Their  children  were  Jason,  John,  Orrin  and  Horace.  Orrin 
is  the  only  one  now  living.    He  is  a  farmer. 

James  Hall,  son  of  William  and  Abagail  (Pease)  Hall  of  Wardsboro,  Vt., 
•  emigrated  to  Chautauqua  county  in  the  spring  of  1812.  Dr.  Hazeltine  says  : 
He  took  up  lands  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Ellicott  now  known  as  Kian- 
tone, about  a  mile  west  from  Kiantone  village,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  in  1846.  James  Hall  served  in  various  town  offices  of  Ellicott  until 
Carroll  was  set  off,  then  as  supervisor  of  Carroll  until  he  refused  to  serve 
longer.  In  1833  he  was  elected  member  of  assembly.  The  known  Whig 
majority  was  about  2,000;  nevertheless,  James  Hall,  Democrat,  was  elected 
by  1,700.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church.  His  first  wife 
was  Mar\',  second  daugliter  of  ICbenezer  Cheney.  Their  children  were  Aba- 
gail, Lewis  and  Ivlial.  Mr.  Hall  married  second,  Abagail  Cheney;  his  third 
wife  was  Maria  Cheney.  Children,  luie,  Mary  and  James.  James  enlisted 
in  the  civil  war  and  fell  at  INIalvern  Hill.  The  post  of  Sens  of  W'terans  in 
Jamestown  was  named  for  him.  Samuel  Hall,  oldest  brother  of  James,  came 
here  in  1814,  took  up  laud  on  the  Stillwater,  on  what  is  now  the  dividing  line 
between  Ihisti  and  Kiantone.  Here  he  made  his  home  and  nere  died  in  1859. 
His  son,  Chapin  Hall,  was  born  in  Kllicott  in  1816.  John  A.  Hall  was 
another  son. 

Capt.  William  Martin,  son  of  Aaron  Martin  of  Busti,  was  born  at  Clav- 
erack,  Columbia  county,  Xov.  7,  1789.  He  came  to  Busti  with  his  father  in 
181 1  and  with  his  brother  Isaac  took  up  lot  23,  T.  i,  R.  11,  in  Kiantone, 
wliere  he  lived  most  his  life  afterward  and  where  he  died.  In  1828  he  went 
back  to  Husti  to  care  for  his  father's  family  and  remained  till  about  1847, 
when  he  returned  to  his  Kiantone  place.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  grandson,  Alonzo  J.  Martin.  He  was  in  the  war  of  181  2,  served  as  ensig!i 
in  the  company  of  Lieut.  Wm.  Forbes  in  1813.  He  was  taken  prisoner  on 
the  road  from  Black  Rock  to  Buffalo,  on  the  day  of  the  burning  of  Brffalo 
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and  carried  to  Montreal  and  kept  until  May  14,  1814.  He  was  called  out 
again  in  the  fall.  He  received  a  commission  as  ca])tain  in  the  militia  two 
years  later.  He  was  a  Universalist  from  early  life  and  a  ri<;orons  temperance 
man  and  would  have  no  whiskey  used  amon^i^  his  workmen  in  farm  work, 
even  when  it  was  the  almost  universal  custom.  He  married  Roxy  Pier  of 
Busti  in  181 5.  Their  children  were  Isaac,  Abram,  born  Oct.  12,  1818,  mar- 
ried Mar%  E.,  daughter  of  Eliphalet  Burnhj^m  of  Pomfret,  Feb.  4,  1845. 
[The  P>nrnhams  were  descended  from  Thomas  I'urnliam,  a  lawyer,  who  settled 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1635.  l^liphalet  Burnham  was  born  in  Ivist  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  1779,  settled  in  Pomfret  on  lot  6,  township  5,  in  1805,  on  the  place 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Lyvenus  Ellis.  ,  His  children  by  his  second 
wife,  Belvidera  Carter  of  Buckland,  Mass.,  were  Sarah  B.,  (dec.)  Jolni  C,  a 
resident  of  Arkwright,  Mary  Eliza,  who  married  Abram  Martin,  Levi  W., 
(dec.)  William  B.,  Lydia  H.,  Emily,  George  W.,  (dec.)  Tertius  C,  (dec). 
Mr.  Burnham  in  1834  bought  the  papermill  at  Laona,  subsecpiently  sold  the 
the  mill,  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  vSepteniber  27,  1863.  Mr. 
Burnham  was  a  public-spirited  man  and  very  generous  and  his  house  was 
the  free  abiding  place  oT  a  large  number  of  the  early  settlers  and  their  fami- 
lies while  tliey  were  getting  their  own  houses  ready  for  use.  IK-  was  a  very 
earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  first  at  Fredonia  and  then  at  Laona. 
He  was  a  Whig  in  jiolitics  and  an  abolitionist.  Mr.  Ihnnhaurs  second  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Elijah  Carter,  who  settled  in  Cliarlotte  in  181 7.  vShe  was 
an  inveterate  worker  "  and  a  pattern  of  neatness.  She  was  a  very  superior 
woman  intellectually  and  kept  up  her  interest  in  everything  until  her  death, 
August  27,  1882,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Martin  in  Kian- 
tone,  aged  nearly  90.]  Lorenzo,  A.  Dewey,  Sally  A.,  James  D.,  Lois  A., 
George  L.,  married  Jane  Smiley  of  Busti,  lives  in  Ellicott,  P^lvira  A.  Capt. 
William  ^Lartin  died  Sept.  13,  1875,  and  his  wife  in  March,  1883. 

Abram  Martin,  son  of  William,  lived  aAvays  in  Kiantone  except  from 
alvout  1828  to  1840  when  he  was  with  his  father  in  Ihisti.  He  occuj)ied  part 
of  the  land  in  lot  23,  originally  taken  l)y  his  father.  He  died  Xo\-em])er  29^ 
1893.  He  was  active  in  the  sup|)ort  of  the  Rej)ubliGan  party  fn^m  its  organi- 
zation until  about  1880,  when  he  considered  the  prohibition  of  the  li(iuor 
traffic  tlie  princij)al  issue  before  the  country,  and  joined  the  Prohibition  politi- 
cal party.  He  was  active  in  promoting  general  public  interests.  He  was 
at  different  time;>  trustee  of  the  Universalist  societies  of  Kiantone,  I-'rewsburg 
and  Jamestown,  and  an  advocate  of  the  enfranchisement  of  women.  His 
children  are:  Ellen  A.  Martin,  born  January  16,  1847.  Miss  ^L'\rtin  was 
the  first  woman  in  this  county  who  regularly  pursued  the  study  of  law.  In 
1S71  she  entered  Cook  Lockwood's  office  for  the  study  of  law  and  as  a 
clerk.  In  1873  she  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
was  graduated  theiefrom  in  1875.    This  admitted  her  to  practice  in  Michigan 
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courts.  In  January,  1876,  she  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Illinois  at  Spring- 
field, and  has  since  been  in  practice  in  Chicago  ;  WiUis  A.  Martin  born 
June  13,  1850,  married  Edith  Morris  and  lives  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  ;  George 
B.,  born  June  3,  1853,  lives  with  his  mother  on  the  Kiantone  homestead. 

Ezbai  Kidder,  a  native  of  Webster,  ]\tass.,  came  from  \'ermont  to  Ellicott 
in  1 813,  and  in  181 6  cleared  land  on  his  purchase  in  what  is  now  the  north- 
east corner  of  Kiantone.  Mr.  Kidder  was  the  first  supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Kiantone.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Jamestown. 
He  died  aged  92  years.  His  wife,  Louisa  (ShearnK.n)  Kidder,  died  in  1867. 
Samuel  Kidder,  their  son,  occupies  and  owns  the  homestead,  He  married 
Eleanor  Partridge. 

CniKCiiKS. —  Till'  First  Couo^rcgaiional  CJnircJi  of  Kiantone  was  organized 
in  1S15,  as  the  First  Church  of  Ellicott,  about  a  year  earlier  than  the  Con- 
gregalioua!  Church  of  Jamestown.  After  Carroll  was  formed  from  Ellicott 
in  1825,  llie  dun cli  was  called  the  Congregational  Church  of  Carroll  ;  and 
since  the  erection  of  Kiantone  from  Carroll  in  1853,  the  church  has  been 
known  as  the  Congregational  Church  of  Kiantone.  It  was  organized  by  Rev. 
John  vS])encer,  with  these  members  :  Asa  Moore,  Samuel  Garfield,  Levi  Jones, 
and  their  wives  ;  John  Jones,  Anna,  wife  of  Ebenezer  Cheney,  Mrs.  Wheeler, 
wife  of  Josiah  Wheeler,  and  Wm.  Deland.  The  first  deacon  was  John  Jones. 
For  several  years  the  church  had  occasional  preaching  in  dwellings  and 
schoolhouses  by  John  vSpencer.  Early  ministers  were  Amasa  West,  Samuel 
Leonard,  Isaac  Ivldy,  Simeon  Peck,  Joseph  S.  Emory,  O.  D.  Hibbard,  S.  W. 
Edson,  T.  A.  Gale,  P:.  :M.  Spencer,  W.  T.  Reynolds,'  N.  H.  Barnes,  W.  A. 
Hallock.  In  1830  a  meetinghouse  was  built  on  a  site  given  the  society  by 
Mrs.  Ruby  (Cheney)  vSears. 

The  First  CJiristiaii  Society  of  Uuiversalists  in  Carroll  was  formed  at  the 
present  village  of  Kiantone,  Dec.  30,  1853.  conscitution  and  bylaws  of 

the  society  were  subscribed  to  by  about  25  persons.  A  meetinghouse  was 
built  in  1845,  and  a  church  was  organized  Nov.  26,  1853.  A  constitution, 
articles  of  faith,  and  form  of  church  covenant  were  adopted,  and  were  signed 
by  Rev.  V,  M.  Alvord,  pastor;  N.  A.  Alexander,  Horatio  N.  Tiiornton,  stew- 
ards ;  Joseph  Case,  Arthur  B.  Braley,  Oliver  G.  Chase,  Caro'ine  Wheaton, 
lumice  X.  Thornton,  Mary  S.  Thornton.    H.  N.  Thornton  was  chosen  clerk. 

Association  0/ Tene/i cents. — In  1852  a  mineral  spring  discovered  in  Peim- 
sylvania  near  the  state  line  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  John  M.  Spear, 
a  spiritual  medium,  who  found  the  condition;;  of  the  surrounding  country  in 
the  romantic  Kiantone  valley  suitable  for  the  establishment  of  a  model  com- 
munity on  the  principles  of  universal  brotherhood  and  freedom  of  the  indi- 
vidual,  and  an  association  ''  was  formed  consisting  of  Thaddeus  S.  Sheldon, 
Horace  Fenton,  John  M.  Sterling,  and  others  with  Mr.  Spear  as  oracle." 
173  acres  of  land  were  bought  in  Kiantone,  and  quite  a  village  developed. 
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Seven  stone  buil(lin<;s  from  i6  to  30  feet  in  diameter  and  eircnlar  in  form 
were  bnilt  and  occni)ied.  In  1858  tlie  association  was  instrnctcd  to  di;^^  a 
"  cavity  "  into  tlie  side  of  tlie  hill  near  the  "  deer  lick  si)rinj^ at  an  an*;le  of 
45°  and  at  a  specified  depth  they  would  discover  relics  of  a  web-footed  prehis- 
toric race  of  human  beinj^s.  The  cavity was  dug  like  a  stairway  with 
regular  steps  and  wide  enough  for  two  people  to  walk  side  by  side.  The 
late  Oliver  G.  Chase  worked  100  days  with  others  in  making  the  excavation. 
The  "cavity  "  was  dug  to  the  depth  of  151  feet  and  relinqtn'shed.  The  con- 
fidence of  the  association  in  finding  the  relics  was  so  great  that  they  had 
provided  a  velvet-lined  box  or  casket  to  hold  them.  No  relics,  however, 
were  found,  but  they  did  bring  to  light  a  splendid  sulphur  spring.  A  great 
man\  people  were  attracted  here  from  a  distance,  among  them  those  who 
were  not  actuated  by  the  high  ideals  of  I\Ir.  Spear,  and  brought  upon  the 
association  the  stigma  of  being  a  'Mree  love  "  institution,  and  people  from 
the  surrounding  country  to  the  number  of  several  thousand  asseml)led  for 
the  purpose  of  forcibly  breaking  up  the  community.  An  address  made  by  a 
lady  of  the  association  allayed  their  excitement.  For  seven  or  eight  years 
from  1854  this  society  had  an  active  existence,  then  internal  dissensions 
arose,  and  the  land  was  purchased  by  ]\Ir.  Sterling,  who  gave  it  in  trust  to 
the  board  of  trustees  as  long  as  it  was  used  for  educational  and  healing  pur- 
poses. A  school  was  maintained  for  about  three  years,  but  during  the 
eighties  this  was  abandoned,  and  the  land  reverted  to  the  heirs  of  i\Ir. 
Sterling. 

The  first  townmeeting  for  the  election  of  officers  was  held  at  the  house  of 
E.  Frissell,  February  21,  1854.  Ezbai  Kidder  was  elected  supervisor  ;  Levant 
B.  Brown  clerk  ;  Levant  B.  Brown,  IMartin  C.  Grant,  Charles  Russell,  Aaron 
J.  Phillips,  justices  of  the  peace  ;  Francis  M.  Alford,  superintendent  of  schools  ; 
Joel  Scudder,  Jr.,  and  Nathan  A.  Alexander,  assessors ;  Simeon  C.  Davis, 
Smith  Spencer*  and  vStephen  C.  Rhinehart,  commissioners  of  highways; 
vStephen  Norton,  collector;  Kddy  Weatherly,  Joshua  Norton,  overseers  of  the 
poor;  Stephen  Norton,  Joseph  Davis,  A1)ram  i\Lartin,  James  Grifini,  consta- 
bles; Milo  \'an  Namee,  George  A.  Dorn,  Stephen  Norton,  inspectors  of  elec- 
tion ;  (aj^pointed).  Alexander  T.  Prendergast,  l>cnj.  T.  Morgan  and  James  B. 
Slocum,  with  Albert  vScudder  as  clerk,  were  designated  a  board  to  preside  at 
this  meeting. 

Slpekvisors. — I S53-54,  Kzbai  Kidder  ;  1855-56,  Lucian  V.  Axtcll  :  1S57,  Charles  Spencer; 
1S58,  D.  G.  Morgan  ;  1859,  Russell  M.  Brown  ;  i860,  George  A.  Hall  ;  1861,  Russell  M.  Browu  ; 
1862-63-64-65,  Wellington  Woodward;  1866-67,  Aaron  J.  Phillii:(S ;  1868,  W.  Woodward;  1869- 
70-71-72,  Joel  vScudder;  1873,  Aaron  J.  Phillips;  1874-75,  John  H.  Russell;  1S76,  Charles  W. 
Creal  ;  1877,  W.  Woodward  ;  1878,  Charles  W.  Creal ;  1879-80,  Joel  Scudder;  1881,  Charles  W. 
Creal  ;  i8<S2,  C.  E.  Wood  worth  ;  1883-84-85,  George  C.  Frissell ;  18S6-87,  Samuel  Kidder  ;  1SS8-89, 
A/.ariah  Hall  ;  1890,  Samuel  Kidder;  1891-92-93-94,  Allen  A.  Gould. 

*Mr.  Spencer,  one  of  the  rcRpected  citizens  of  the  town,  has  passed  his  three  score  years  and  ten.  and  at  a 
£amily  reunion  in  September,  1894,  hia  children  and  grandchildren,  18  in  numl^er,  were  present. 
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MINA. 

CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

INA  is  an  agricultural  town,  rolling  and  liilly,  situated  on  the  water- 
shed between  the  St.  lyawrence  and  the  Mississippi  valleys,  the 
water  from  the  streams  of  the  northern  part  flowing  into  Lake  Erie, 
while  the  tributaries  of  French  creek,  its  largest  stream,  send  their  waters  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Findley's  lake  lies  in  a  valley  or  deep  depression 
among  the  hills,  and  it  is  a  lovely  sheet  with  its  pure  waters  and  two  beauti- 
ful islands.  Many  a  lovely  bit  of  scenery  is  presented  along  its  shores  that 
would  grace  the  canvas  of  the  most  famed  artists  of  the  world.  It  is  the  sec- 
ond largest  body  of  water  in  the  county.  Its  waters  flow  through  French 
creek  into  the  Allegany,  Ohio  and  iMississippi  rivers,  and  the  outlet  furnishes 
power  for  several  mills  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles  below  the  lake, 
that  has  been  utilized  from  1816,  when  the  canny  Scotch-Irishman  who 
gave  his  name  to  the  beautiful  woodland  lake  commenced  a  mill.  Twenty- 
mile  creek  heads  in  the  northeast  part.  Mina  has  an  acreage  of  22,028 
acres,  had  an  assessed  valuation  of  real  and  personal  ])roperty  in  1893  of 
$450,557,  and  $2,859.21  was  the  total  taxation.  It  comprises  township  2, 
range  15.  It  was  set  off  from  Ch'uier  as  a  town  ^Marcli  23,  1824,  and  then 
included  Sherman,  which  was  formed  from  it  in  1832.  A  few  purchases 
were  made  here  l^efore  1823,  ^^'^^^  ^  ^"^^^  adventurous  settlers  had  sought 
liomes  liere  soon  after  the  war  of  1812,  but  the  deer  and  bear  were  ranging 
over  the  hills  at  a  later  period,  and  the  traces  of  numerous  beaver  dams 
existed  to  show  that  Inniters  and  trappers  had  still  earlier  made  temporary 
abodes. 

Alexander  Findley  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland  about  1790,  with  his 
family.  For  a  time  he  resided  in  Greenfield,  Pa.,  and  in  his  hunting  and  land- 
looking  expeditions  penetrated  the  wilderness  in  which  sparkled  tlie  waters 
of  the  lake  now  bearing  his  name,  and  selected  and  bought  in  181 1,  land  on 
lot  52,  at  the  foot  of  the  lake.  He  was  given  concessions  by  the  Holhmd 
Land  Company  to  locate  and  build  mills.  He  then  commenced  a  sawmill  in 
1 815,  and  in  1816  here  made  his  permanent  home.  He  completed  his  sawmill 
in  1816,  and  a  gristjnill  soon  after,  and  conducted  them  during  his  life. 
Findle\  's  \)on(l  at  first,  Findle\''s  lake  next,  became  the  name  of  the  lake,  and 
also  of  the  village  that  sprung  up  around  the  mills.    Young  says  :    '*  By  tl.e 
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construction  of  the  dam  several  Imndred  acres  of  land  were  overflowed.  The 
dam  was  several  years  later  swept  away  by  a  June  frcsliet,  and  on  tlie  land 
which  had  a.^ain  become  uncovered,  a  luxuri;uU  .growth  of  herbaj^e  sprung 
up  before  a  new  dam  was  erected  ;  and  the  subsecpient  decom})osition  of  the 
herbage  under  the  water  caused  sickness;  and  Mr.  Findley  v/as  indicted  for 
maintaining  a  nuisance."  Litigation  followed,  which  lasted  during  ]\Ir. 
Findley's  life.  About  1827  Mr.  Findley  built  a  cardingniill,  in  which  he 
also  dressed  cloth.  He  was  a  resolute  man,  and  a  good  man  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  new  country.  He  and  his  son  William  served  in  the  war  of  1S12. 
Of  his  II  children,  three  sons,  Hugh,  Russell  and  Carson  became  residents  of 
jNIina.  Hugh  R.  and  Carson  inherited  the  mill  properties,  sold  the  u])pcrsite 
to  Robert  Corbett,  who  built  new  mills  and  stopped  the  sickness.  James  D. 
Findley,  son  of  Hugh  B.,  a  fanner,  is  a  descendant  and  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  old  pioneer,  and  has  served  -as  j^ostniaster  at  Findley's  Lake. 
James  D.  Findley,  and  his  brother  Henry  B.,  served  in  the  civil  war.  Henry 
was  killed  June  i,  1864,  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  James  D.  lost  his  left 
arm  June  26,  1864,  at  Petersburg.  Thus  three  generations  of  this  family 
have  proved  their  patriotism  on  the  field  of  battle. 

F^indley's  Lake  is  now  a  prosperous  little  village  of  450  population,  with 
several  stores,  a  good  hotel,  a  creamery,  various  shops,  two  meetinghouses, 
a  fine  school  building  and  a  newspaper.  The  Fiitdlcy's  Lake  Breeze^  J.  H. 
Boorman,  publisher,  established  in  1883. 

Early  Settlers. — Aaron  Whitney  bought  on  lot  59  in  October,  18 18, 
and  became  a  life-long  resident  and  raised  a  large  family.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  assessors  of  I\Iina.  Jonathan  Darrow  on  lot  58,  (rcorge  and  Roger 
Haskell  on  lots  58  and  59  in  the  southwest  ])art  of  the  town  were  probably 
the  earliest  to  settle  in  a  neighborhood.-  They  were  all  located  here  previous 
to  1820.  Aaron  Whitney  later  bought  on  lot  59  and  owned  200  acres,  was 
a  life-long  resident  and  reared  a  large  family.  Jeremiah  Knowles  was  an 
early  settler  in  the  wilderness,  although  not  an  original  purchaser.  He  was 
a  surveyor  and  laid  out  the  first  road  in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  Zina 
Richards  settled  in  the  forest  near  Mina  Corners,  in  18 18  on  lot  28,  but  did 
not  article  his  land  until  1825.  Cullen  Barnes  settled  at  Mina  early,  prob- 
ably about  the  same  time  as  Richards.  George  Collier  came  in  1821,  bought 
a  farm  on  lot  45  and  long  resided  tliere.  His  son,  (  jeorge  H.,  born  in  Mina, 
is  now  at  Eugene,  Ore.,  professor  of  chemistry  and  ')hysics  in  the  University 
of  Oregon.  1823,  1824  and  1825  saw  numerous  additions  to  the  purchasers 
of  land  and  settlers,  and  civilization  had  begun  to  riake  roads  and  bridges, 
and  to  talk  of  schools  and  meetings."  Preaching  had  been  held  at  Mr.  Find- 
ley's  before  this  date.  Along  the  east  side  of  the  town  about  this  time  came 
quite  a  number  of  stalwart  yeomen  from  County  Kent,  I^ngland,  James 
Ottaway  being  the  pioneer  in  1823.    His  de.scendants  occupy  responsible 
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positions  in  the  county  today.  Others  of  these  men  of  Kent  "  were  Edward 
Buss,  William  and  George  Relf,  Edward  Chambers,  (his  sons  were  Joseph, 
Frederick,  William  and  John),  Edward  Barden,  Thomas  Coveney.  George 
Relf,  son  of  William,  was  supervisor  for  some  years,  inherited  the  homestead 
on  lot  21  and  died  there.  His  brother  Isaac  was  for  years  a  merchant,  post- 
master and  justice  at  Mina 'Corners.  Robert  Corbett  came  from  IMilford, 
]Mass.,  and  purchased  in  1824  a  part  of  lot  3.  He  later  purchased  the  mill- 
site  at  the  village  and  rebuilt  the  Findley  saw  and  gristmills.  His  sou 
Newell,  rcmovL-d  to  Shcrma'ii,  another  sou,  Robert  A.,  succeeded  to  the  mills 
and  sold  them  in  1864  to  William  Selkregg. 

The  venerable  Peter  R.  Montaji^ue  writes  iis  that  two  early  industries  were  tanning  and  dis- 
tilling. I'enjamin  I  Li/en  had  a  fe\V  vats  and  tanned  leather  for  many  years.  Another  lia/.en 
had  a  small  distillery  and  distilled  whiskey  from  potatoes  and  corn  meal,  whieh  readily  sold  for 
25  cents  a  gallon.  The  making  of  black  salts  was  a  regular  avocation  for  each  settler.  The 
ashes  made  in  clearing  his  land  was  thus  traiisformed  into  the  only  article  that  could  always  be 
exchanged  for  money,  generally  ^3  for  loo  lbs.  P.  R.  ^Montague  and  another  young  man  took  a 
job  to  clear  one  acre  of  land  for  which  they  received  lo  bushels  of  wheat  and  the  ashes.  From 
the  ashes  they  matle  black  salts  which  they  sold  for  5^1.  Those  that  had  pine  timber  that 
would  make  shingles  could  shave  shingles  and  get  one  dollar  a  thousand  for  them  "  in  trade  " 
at  the  stores.  The  price  of  eggs  was  from  6  to  8  cents  per  do/en  ;  butter  8  to  9  cents  per  11). 
V/olves  were  troublesome.  Sheep  had  to  be  yarded  every  night.  The  settlers  trapped  them 
by  buildiiig  a  pen  of  logs  about  12  feet  s(piare  at  the  bottom  and  growing  smaller  toward  the 
top  until  at  the  height  of  eight  feet  it  would  be  but  three  feet  across.  I'resh  meat  would  be 
placed  in  this  pen  at  night  and  in  the  morning  the  wolf  or  wolves  would  often  be  found  inside. 
The  town  was  so  evi  idy  divided  into  Whigs  and  Democrats  in  the  early  daN  S  that  it  was  ditiicult 
to  judge  in  advance  the  rtsidt  of  any  election  ;  not  infre(iuently  the  successful  candidate  received 
but  one  maiorUy  and  was  as  likely  io  be  of  one  political  faith  as  the  other.  The  health  of  the 
cuinniiuiity  has  been  exc  ellent.  'Hiere  are  now  residing  in  town  13  men  and  three  women  over 
<So  years  of  age,  but  t>f  the  early  settlers  all  have  gone  but  two,  Daniel  l"ox  and  l*eter  R. 
Montague.  The  first  company  training  (militia)  that  Mr.  Montague  attended  was  held  at  Zina 
Rickard's,  where  .Samuel  Ikirringer  now  lives.  These  "trainings"  v.ere  held  yearly  in  Septem- 
ber. John  P(j  Adams  was  captain  on  this  occasion.  Later  three  brothers  named  Ikirber,  who 
were  born  on  the  same  day  and  reseml)led  each  other  so  much  as  to  be  frecpiently  mistaken  for 
each  «.)ther,  were  chosen  oihcers — one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  orderly  sergeant,  INIr.  Mon- 
tague says  :  "  So  much  did  they  resemble  each  other,  that  although  I  lived  by  them  for  ten 
years  I  could  not  tell  tliem  a])art,  but  had  to  say  'Mr.  P»arber,'  and  let  it  go," 

Sawmills  and  gristuiills  were  built  in  various  parts  of  the  town  from  1825 
to  1840.  As  the  laud  was  cleared  of  its  timber  and  the  water  in  the  streams 
became  of  less  voliune  the  greater  number  of  them  ceased  operations.  The 
first  steam  mill  was  built  by  Davison  6c  Greenman  in  1866,  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  town  on  lot  64.  It  later  passed  into  the  hands  of  E.  Chesley  & 
Co.,  and  later  iMuerson  Chesley  «S:  Sous,  who  cut  much  huuber  and  lath. 
The  Chesle\  faiuil)'  is  a  j)roiuiuent  one,  and  has  been  for  many  years  domi- 
ciled in  America  ;  members  of  it  were  taxpaxers  in  Dover,  N.  II.,  as  early  as 
1633,  and  many  of  them  have  held  responsible  offices  in  New  England  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  A.  D.  Holdridge,  an  active  business  man,  built  a 
saw,  shingle  and  latlimill  at  Mina  in  1872,  which  gave  employment  to  a 


MiNA. 


niiinber  of  men.  There  is  a  sawmill  011  lot  16,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 
near  Ripley  line,  on  Twenty-mile  creek.  This  has  been  owned  and  operated 
since  1852  by  Samuel  Gill  (who  died  in  1879)  and  his  son,  Samuel  H.,  who 
is  the  present  proprietor,  and  occupies  part  of  tlie  homestead  farm  of  his 
father.  As  the  timber  became  exhausted,  and  smooth  fields  succeeded  the 
forests,  dairying  became  a  general  vocation,  and  the  making  of  butter  and 
cheese,  carried  on  for  years  in  each  farmer's  family,  is  now  accelerated  by  the 
introduction  of  creameries,  which  have  greatly  facilitated  the  labors  of  the 
farmers.  Cheese  and  butter  making  have  become  professions,  in  which  skill 
and  artistic  taste  brings  ample  reward.  Lyman  H.  Stanton  is  one  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  latter  class.  Among  the  farmers  who  have  lived  long  and 
prominently  in  the  town  are  A.  M.  Douglass,  D.  Clifford,  Volney  White,  H.  D. 
Wing,  E.  Skellie,  and  other  worthy  citizens. 

The  first  townmeeting  in  Mina,  then  comprising  the  townships  No.  2,  in 
range  14  and  15  was  held  at  the  schoolhousc  'near  Alexander  Findley's,  April, 
1824.  The  officers  elected  were  :  supervisor,  Nathaniel  Throop  ;  town  clerk, 
Roger  Haskell  ;  assessors,  Aaron  Whitney,  Zina  Rickard,  Otis  Skinner  ; 
collector,  Isaac  Hazen  ;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Alexander  iMudley, 
Orlando  Durkee  ;  commissioners  of  highways,  Benjamin  Hazen,  Jeremiah 
Knowles,  Potter  Sullivan  ;  constables,  Isaac  Hazen,  Thomas  Downey  ;  com- 
missioners of  schools,  Zina  Rickard,  Jeremiah  Knowles,  Alexander  Findley  ; 
inspectors  of  scliools,  Daniel  Waldo,  Jr.,  Isaac  Hazen,  Samuel  Dickerson. 
Child's  Gazetteer  says  :  "  It  is  said  that  Nehemiah  Finn  made  the  first  but- 
ter sent  to  New  York  from  Chautauqua  county,  and  John  Shaver  made  the 
first  firkin,  and  owned  the  first  dog-power  of  the  county.  The  first  birtli  was 
that  of  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Throop  in  1823,  and  the  first  death,  that  of 
the  mother  of  the  same  individual  in  1825.  '^^^^  ^^^'^^  marriage  contracted 
was  that  of  Isaac  vStedman  and  Nancy  Wilcox  in  April,  1826.  Klisha  Moore 
taught  the  first  school  in  1826  near  Findley's  mills.  The  first  store  was  kept 
in  1824  by  Horace  Brockway  on  lot  52."  The  first  inn,  says  Cliild,  was 
oi)ened  in  1827  ^^Y  Cullen  liarnes  on  lot  20. 

James  Ottaway,  the  oldest  son  of  the  pioneer,  married  Submit,  daughter 
of  Sewell  Shattuck,  who  settled  near  Chautauqua  lake,  not  far  from  May- 
vilie,  in  1819,  on  a  tract  of  land  which  had  been  partially  cleared  and  a  block 
house  commenced  by  a  young  man  who  had  returned  east.  I  give  the  descrip- 
tion of  that  part  of  the  country  at  that  early  day,  in  Airs.  vSubmit  S.  Otto- 
way's  words  written  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  82  years.  (She  died  in  September, 
1S93,  having  survived  her  husband  seven  years).  ''My  father  finished  the 
house,  cleared  and  planted  a  part  of  the  slashing,  which  had  grown  up  to 
blackberries,  and  as  my  brother,  sisters  and  myself  went  to  pick  berries,  we 
would  see  the  tracks  of  bears  that  had  come  to  feast  on  the  luscious  fruit. 
We  used  to  go  to  a  small  settlement  called  *  Neeley's '  guided  by  marked 


952 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


trees,  to  religious  meetings  held  in  a  dwellingliouse.  As  we  went  through 
the  wood  the  deer  threw  back  their  heads  and  fled  in  fear.  We  stayed  there 
two  years,  and  in  that  time  three  families,  one  at  a  time,  came  in  with  us, 
'  pioneer  style/  while  they  built  their  loghouses  ;  Joseph  Lyon  east  of  us, 
Hiram  Northway  and  a  Mr.  Lincoln  west  of  us.  In  1S21  my  father  went  to 
Findley's  Lake,  being  a  miller,  to  work  in  a  mill.  I  do  not  remember  as 
there  was  a  dwelling  from  Mr.  Northway\s  until  two  miles  east  of  Findley's 
Lake;  the  roads  were  in  the  newest  state;  stumps  and  mud.  In  1827  I 
passed  over  the  road  again  ;  it  was  inhabited  several  miles  east  of  Findley's 
and  west  of  Xortliway's,  but  a  space  between  was  still  woods,  mud  and  water. 
One  place  was  so  bad  I  stepped  from  the  saddle  to  a  log,  fearing  my  horse 
and  I  would  sink  togetlier."  John  E.  Ottaway,  the  seventh  son  of  James,  Sr., 
now  owns  the  home  farm  of  230  acres  his  father  purchased,  cultivated  and 
occupied  until  his  death. 

Peter  R.  Montague,  son  of  Zenas  Montague  of  Massachusetts,  and  Abigail 
(Owen)  r^Iontague,  was  born  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  July  3,  1809.  father  died 

in  vSyracuse,  in  18 10,  and  Peter  came  with  his  mother  and  her  second  hus- 
band, Ezra  P>isbee,  to  ]\Iina  in  April,  1824.  Airs.  Bisbee  .was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, October  12,  1781,  and  died  October  12,  1870,  in  jNIina.  Mr.  Montague 
married  Olive  F.  Hall.  She  died  September  19,  1891.  Their  children  are 
O.  H.,  Ellen  A.,  Elvira  L.,  Clara  C,  Plattie  S.  INIr. Montague  has  beeen  a 
resident  of  the  town  70  years,  has  never,  since  he  was  entitled  to  vote,  missed 
but  one  fall  election,  is  a  strong  Republican,  has  held  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  highwa)'s  16  years,  has  served  21  years  as  overseer  of  the  poor.  Is 
a  I-.aptist  in  his  religious  preference.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer  on  the 
place  settled  by  his  ste])-father. 

Edward  Puss,  who  was  born  in  Kent,  England,  August  8,  180S,  belonged 
to  the  hardy  yeomen  of  old  ICngland,  whose  strong  practicality  and  industry 
infuse  a  good  element  into  our  American  people.  He  emigrated  to  America, 
came  to  Mina  in  1826,  and  subsequently  located  on  lot  7  in  the  northeast 
part  of  the  town  near  the  line  of  Sherman.  He  married  Elizabeth  Hewitt 
of  Sherman  in  183 1.  They  had  a  large  family.  Their  sons  were  George 
A.,  Charles  A.,  Henry  hVanklin,  Adelbert  and  Herbert.  The  two  }'oungest 
became  tarmers  in  Mina.  Pxlward  Buss  served  as  supervisor  of  Mina 
in  1858  and  1863.         -  % 

Samuel  (iill,  who  settled  in  Mina  over  half  a  century  ago,  was  born  in 
Ann,  Washington  counts',  in  1776,  whither  his  parents  had  removed  from 
Coleraine,  lM-anl:lin  count\",  Massachusetts.  Their  next  home  was  in  Eaton, 
Madison  county,  wliere  Samuel  Gill  attained  manhood,  married  Eliza  Mont- 
gomery and  continued  his  residence  for  some  years,  and  here  his  two  oldest 
chiUh-en,  datighters,  were  born  ;  he  then  moved  to  Ca)'uga  county  where  in 
1830,  in  tlie  town  of  Aurelius,  a  son  was  born  to  them.     After  a  short  stay 
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in  Genesee,  now  Wyoming  county,  he  went  to  Erie  comity,  wliere  another 
daughter  was  born.  Mr.  Gill  came  with  his  family  to  Mina  in  the  winter  of 
1838  and  1839  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In  18/^0  his  youngest 
son  was  born.  In  1852  Mr.  Gill  purchased  a  farm  and  a  sawmill  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  occupied  and  cultivated  the  farm,  and  conducted  the  mill 
to  within  a  few  years  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1879.  Only 
two  of  his  children  survive  him  :  the  oldest  daughter,  Mrs.  (rrimcs,  and  the 
oldest  son,  Samuel  H.  Gill,  who  owns  the  mill  and  a  part  of  the  farui. 

Alexander  D.  Holdridge  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Otsego  county,  X.  Y., 
June  24,  1 813.  In  1835  he  came  to  Miria,  bought  at  the  land  office  at  ]\Iay- 
ville  80  acres  of  land  on  lot  28  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  survey,  then 
returned  to  Otsego  county.  June  24,  1841,  he  married  Almedu  Jane  Park  of 
West  Win  field,  Herkimer  county,  and  July  13  he  came  again  to  ]\Iina  and 
bought  on  lot  29  about  200  acres  of  land  on  which  he  lived  until  just  before 
the  war  broke  out,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  at  Mina  Corners,  (then  called)  where  he  l)ought  a  home  and  remained 
till  the  messenger  death  came  to  claim  its  own  November  28,  1890.  He 
was  the  father  of  six  children  ;  his  wife  and  two  children  survived  him.  He 
was  a  staunch  Republican  ;  joined  that  party  at  its  organization,  knowing 
that  true  Republican  principle  was  the  safe-guard  of  our  country.  He  was 
a  strong  temperance  man,  and  never  bought  but  two  drinks  of  liquor  for 
himself  in  his  life.  Fie  was  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  16  years,  postmas- 
ter six  years.  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  l)orc  the  responsibility  of  erect- 
ing a  church  edifice,  paid  liberally  of  his  means  for  that  object  and  main- 
taining the  same,  and  rejoiced  when  he  was  able  to  say  :  we  have  a  church 
in  this  community."  Mr.  Holdridge  was  a  kind  hus1)and,  a  good  father, 
a  good  ])rovi<U  r  and  fearless  in  his  ex])rcssions  of  what  he  thought  was  right. 
Chester  P.  Holdridge,  his  son,  is  a  farmer.  \ 

Adam  ^lerket  emigrated  from  Germany,  in  IMay,  1839,  a!id  located  in 
Sherman  tlie  same  year,  ]-)urchascd  26  acres  of  land,  built  his  loghouse  and 
was  a  resident  for  four  )ears.  He  then  went  to  Mina  and  settled  iu  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town,  where  he  lived  until  about  1S82,  when  he  moved  to 
Greenfield,  Pa.,  where  he  died.  His  sons  were  IvUzern,  Joseph  J.,  William 
H.,  George  and  vSamuel.  Luzern  enlisted  >  in  Co.  C,  iiithRegt.,  Peiin. 
\'ols.,  in  1 861,  was  discharged  in  1865,  and  subsequently  made  North  East, 
Pa.,  his  residence.  Joseph  J.  I^Ierket  was  born  in  Mina  in  September,  1847, 
and  June  i,  1864,  enlisted  in  Co.  A.,  9th  Regt,  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  was  in  several 
battles,  among  them  those  of  Five  Forks  and  Appomattox,  and  was  one  of  the 
boys  detailed  to  carry  the  news  of  Lee's  surrender  to  Grant's  headquarters. 
He  was  discharged  in  July,  1865.  He  returned  to  ]\Iina,  and  in  1869  mar- 
ried Laura  J.,  daughter  of  Emerson  and  Rachel  Chesley.  He  resided  in 
Mina  until  1886  when  he  moved  to  Greenfield,  Pa. 


954 


History  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 


Lorenzo  Buck  came  from  Saxe-Coburg,  Germany,  to  America,  and  about 
1846  or  1847  came  to  Mina,  bought  a  fann  near  Mina  Corners,  and  cultivated 
his  fields  and  worked  at  his  trade,  coopering.  He  was  a  thrifty  and  industri- 
ous man,  and  assisted  with  his  means  in  building  the  church  edifice  of  his  faith 
in  Mina,  and  he  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  were  of  the  original  members.  Mr. 
lUick  was  one  of  the  deacons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  died  at  Mma  Corners. 
They  had  six  cliildren,  of  whom  George  was  a  soldier.  He  enlisted  August 
20,  1862,  in  Co.  A.,  t6th  Pa.,  Cav.,  and  was  with  tlie  army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  discharged  in  1863  ^"^^  disability,  and  is  a  pensioner  of  the  civil  war. 
In  1855  George  Buck  married  Elizabeth  Pechtel,  and  settled  on  his  larm,  lot 
37,  near  the  center  of  the  town.  Pie  has  held  the  office  of  assessor  for  ten 
years.  Of  his  children,  Philip  and  Louisa  survive.  The  latter  the  wife  of  a 
clergyman. 

Philip  Phifer  was  born  in  Keszlau,  in  Saxony,  Germany,  April  25,  1825. 
His  father,  Jacob,  died  in  1835,  and  the  widow  married  Godlieb  Gutsael, 
a  potter.  Philip  worked  in  his  pottery,  making  all  kinds  of  earthen  ware, 
•and  at  farming,  until  he  was  20  years  old,  and  had  a  hard  life,  as  his  step- 
father was  a  stern,  quick-tempered  man,  and  a  hard  master.  In  the  spring 
of  1847,  in  company  with  Lorenzo  Bock  and  his  family  of  four  boys  and  two 
girls  (one  of  whom,  Margaret,  Philip  married)  he  started  for  America.  The 
very  day  he  went  on  the  ship,  circulars  were  issued  by  the  government 
describing  him  and  officers  began  search  for  him.  Plad  he  been  apprehended 
he  would  have  been  forced  to  serve  seven  years  in  the  army.  Soldiers  then 
received  four  cents  a  day  and  rations.  The  little  company  arrived  at  New 
York  safely,  but  understanding  no  PyUglish  they  were  given  tickets  to  Albany 
by  boat,  when  tliey  had  paid  to  go  by  rail.  Mr.  Phifer  found  on  landing 
at  New  York  that  he  possessed  just  one  dollar,  but  was  happy,  for  he  was  in 
a  free  country.  I'rom  Albany  they  came  to  Buffiilo  on  a  canal  boat,  and 
there  took  steamer  for  Barcelona.  Here  they  met  a  land  agent  named  Lodge, 
who  spoke  German.  He  told  them  of  the  advantages  of  .Mina,  and  Mr.  Bock 
(Buck),  his  sons,  John,  Lorenzo,  George  and  Nicholas,  and  Mr.  Phifer,  pro- 
ceeded on  foot  to  Mina  Corners,  leaving  the  female  portion  of  the  company 
at  Westfield  until  they  had  decided  where  to  make  their  home.  All  of  them, 
however,  established  themselves  for  the  winter  in  one  of  Isaac  RelPs  houses. 
In  the  spring  of  184S  Mr.  Bock  bought  land  half  a  mile  south  of  Mina  Cor- 
ners, and  in  addition  to  farming  worked  at  coopering.  Mr.  Phifer  hired 
out  to  Isaac  Relf  for  $10  a  month,  and  board  himself,"  to  work  in  an  ashery. 
Here  he  labored  nearly  three  >'ears,  then  he  moved  to  Ripley  and  worked  for 
John  Dinsmore  one  year  on  a  farm.  He  then  bought  a  farm  of  60  acres  in 
Mina,  where  he  moved  his  family  (wife  and  three  children),  and  labored  hard 
to  support  them  and  clear  up  his  farm.  Ivight  of  his  children  attained 
maturity  and  married,  three  died  in  infancy,  one,  Mary  E.,  died  Decembers, 
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i88S,  aged  23.  The  oldest  dauohter,  Margaret,  (a  widow)  lives  at  West  Mill 
Creek,  Pa.,  and  the  next  danghter,  Sarah,  married  Rev.  Jacob  Weber,  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Two  boys,  John,  a  carriage  maker,  and  Fred, 
a  carpenter,  settled  in  Wisconsin.  Two  others  of  the  children,  C/corge  and 
Eliza,  live  in  North  Dakota,  and  have  thriving  families.  Another  son,  Amos, 
is,  1893,  bookkeeper  at  the  Edmunds  creamery  in  Sherman.  The  youngest 
son,  Prank,  now  over  thirty  years  old,  married  Florence  A.Jones,  of  Green- 
field, Pa.,  December  22,  1891,  and  is  liv^ing  on  the  homestead  of  his  father 
in  Mina. 

Adam  H:melein,  another  of  the  Dutch  emigrants  whose  frugality,  hon- 
esty and  perseverance  add  to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  where  they 
build  their  homes,  located  here  and  purchased  land  on  lots  35  and  43.  He 
and  his  wife  were  among  the  first  members  of  the  American  Reformed 
Churcli  (Dutch)  formed  in  1856.  Plis  descendants  are  among  the  worthy 
citizens  of  the  town. 

The  Skellie  families  of  Mina  are  descendants  of  the  old  vScotch  family. 
Their  ancestor  emigrated  from  Scotland  about  1774.  The  oldest  of  the 
family  now  living  west  of  Findlcy's  lake  is  John  H.  Skellie  who  was  born  in 
1816.  He  has  been  in  town  offices,  has  served  as  assessor.  He  has  three 
children.  He  is  a  farmer  and  resides  on  lot  49.  William  Skellie,  his  brother, 
w'as  born  in  1818.  His  son  Alexander  I.,  is  secretary  of  the  Skellie  Reunion 
which  has  been  established  12  years,  and  meets  in  September  of  each  year, 
and  has  80  members.  Ebenezcr  Skellie  was  a  soldier  in  the  civil  war.  I 
quote  from  Chaplain  Hyde's  History  of  the  112th  Regiment  N.  Y.  Volun- 
teers, Company  D.  :  Ebenezer  Skellie,  Mina,  promoted  Corporal,  October 
27,  1863  ;  Color  Guard,  March,  1864  ;  wounded  in  battle  New  Market  Heights, 
September  29,  1864;  leg  amputated;  mentioned  with  commendation  by 
General  Butler  for  gallantry  ;  discharged  from  hospital,  May,  1865;  at  close 
of  service  recommended  for  promotion  to  2d  Lieutenant."  He  was  supervi- 
sor of  Mina  in  1876  and  1877.  He  is  a  farmer  on  lot  51.  William  R.  vSkel- 
lie  was  also  in  the  w\ar,  wounded  in  battle  Octo1:>cr  27,  1864.  Henry  C. 
Skellie  another  member  of  this  large  family  is  by  trade  a  painter.  Job  Skel- 
lie lived  about  a  mile  from  the  lake  on  lot  60.  John  and  Alexander  Skellie 
were  original  members  of  the  Methodist  church  of  West  Mina. 

Dana  P.  Horton,  son  of  Charles  D.  and  Charlotte  Shepardson  Plorton,  for 
many  years  a  resident  and  prominent  citizen  of  M'na,  was  born  in  Gerry. 
He  settled  first  in  French  Creek,  where  he  was  supervisor  two  years,  and 
later  in  i\Iina,  where  he  has  held  the  same  office  ten  years,  and  is  now  serving 
a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  been  member  of  assembly  three  terms,  during 
which  he  was  a  member  of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  escort  the 
body  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  from  Albany  to  New  Yorl^,  and  its  final  resting 
place  at  Riverside  Park.    ^Ir.  Horton  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  military  service 
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in  1862,  and  Avas  mnstered  ont  in  1865.  He  served  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  then  went  with  Fighting  Joe  ^' 
Hooker  to  the  sonth  of  Tennessee  under  commission  of  lieutenant,  and  at  the 
historic  eng^agemcnt  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge  was  promoted 
to  captaMi  in  the  154th  N.  Y.  Vols.  He  is  a  Republican,  a  farmer  and  a  Baptist. 

Kdward  L.  Bailey  of  Findle\'\s  Lake  wa^  born  in  Alartinsburg,  N.  Y.,  in 
1839.  He  was  educated  at  Lowville  Academy  and  read  law  nearly  three 
years  in  the  ofiice  of  the  district  attorney  of  Lewis  county,  at  Martinsburg, 
in  1859,  i860  and  1861.  He  then  removed  with  his  parents  to  Ellington  in 
]\Iay,  1861  and,  before  applying  for  admission  to  the  bar,  entered  the  army 
in  the  ist  N.  Y.  Light  Artillery  and  served  nearly  four  years.  After  this  ser- 
vice he  read  law  for  three  years  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879  and  has 
since  practiced  in  Chautauqua  county. 

The  first  regular  religious  meetings  were  those  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church  in  1826.  Rev.  Mr.  Bradley  was  the  clergyman,  and  the  meetings 
were  )ield  in  the  barn  of  P>enjaniin  Hazen.  Fifid/cy's  Lake  Church  (L^nited 
'Brethren)  was  founded  in  1855  by  Rev.  J.  \V.  Clark,  who  became  pastor. 
The  society  built  a  church  in  1862.  The  Am  erica  )i  Reformed  CJiurcJi  at 
Mina  Corners  was  formed  December  19,  1856,  with  44  members,  by  Rev.  J. 
W.  Duncwald.  Lorenzo  Buck,  George  HamuKM*,  Adam  Himelein,  J.  G.  Bar- 
ringer,  Adam  Mcrket,  their  wives  and  Alar^arct  B.  Phifcr  were  of  the  origi- 
nal meml)ers.  ]>\-  1859  a  tasteful  church  had  been  built  at  a  cost  of  $1,400. 
'Jlie  Methodist  JCpiscopni  Church  at  the  Corners  was  formed  I\Lay  18,  1858. 
A.  D.  Holdridge,  William  Baker  and  Nahum  N.  Grimes  were  chosen  trus- 
tees. Thomas  R.  Coveny,  Daniel  P'^ritz  and  wife,  Alexander  D.  Holdridge 
and  wife,  Daniel  Declow  and  wife,  William  Baker,  Charity  Chase,  Lucy  and 
Melissa  Holdridge,  Jane  Tryon,  Lucinda  Relf,  P>etsey  Baker  were  of  the  first 
members.  Rev.  Orville  L.  Mead  was  the  first  pastor.  77/^'  J7.  E.  Churchy 
West  Mina,  formed  about  the  same  time,  had  among  its  first  members  John 
and  Alexander  Skellie,  Urial  and  x^zan  Fenton,  Plenry  F.  and  James  F. 
Moore.  Rev.  R.  C.  Cliapman  was  the  first  pastor.  A  church  seating  300 
was  built  in  1859. 

Sl  PH RVISOKS.  — 1S24-25-26-27,  Nathaniel  Throop  ;  1828,  Roller  Haskell  ;  1S29,  Nathaniel 
Throo])  ;  1S30-31,  Otis  Skinner;  1S32,  Julias  Iv.  D.  Wood;  1S33,  .loshua  I,a  Due;  1S34-35-36-37, 
Joseph  I'alnKT  ;  1S3S,  I)avi<!  1  )eelo\v  ;  1S39-.J04 1-42,  \'alorons  Lake  ;  1S43,  Jesse  li.  Moore;  iS.|4, 
David  Declow  ;  iS.i5,  William  Putnam;  1S46-47-4S,  Gideon  liarlow  ;  1S49,  Cyrus  t'mlenvood  ; 
iS^o,  I.nke  ("".rover  ;  1S51,  l-:d\vard  Ihiss  ;  1S52,  Gideon  Barlow;  1S53,  Alexander  l-'.ddy  ;  !S54, 
Ora  n.  I'eltou  ;  1S55,  (;eor).;e  Ross;  1S56-57,  I^uke  Grover ;  1S5S,  Kdwanl  lUiss ;  1S59,  David 
Declow  ;  iS<x>-(u.  Georv;e  RcIf ;  rS()2,  Thomas  R.  Coveny  ;  1S63,  Ivlward  Buss,  1S64-65,  George 
Keif;  iS6(\  I'ranklin  Declow;  1.S67,  Georj^e  Keif ;  1S6S,  Thomas  K.  Coveny;  1S69-70,  Henry  Q. 
Atues  ;  1S71,  l-ranklin  i)ccIow;  TS72,  Georj^e  Relf ;  1S73.74-75,  John  \\,  Ottaway  ;  1S76-77,  Khe- 
ne/.er  Skellie  ;  i  S7S-79-S0-S1-82,  Dana  P.  Horton  ;  18S3,  John  K,  Ottaway  ;  1884,  Dana  P.  Horton ; 
1  ^"^85,  John  }•;.  Ottaway;  1886,  Dana  P,  Horton  ;  1887,  Sanuiel  Barrini^er  ;  1888--89-90,  William 
A.  Knowlton  ;  1891,  Dana  P.  Horton  ;  1892-93,  Alfred  M.  Douglass;  1894,  Dana  P.  Horton, 
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SHERMAN, 

By  C.  K.  ShI'.i.don. 
CHAPTER  LXXXIII. 

SHERMAN  is  included  in  township  2,  range  13,  of  tlic  Holland  survey, 
and  contains  36  square  miles.    Its  surface  is  rolling;-,  with  very  little 
level  land  except  in  the  valley  of  French  Creek,  which  rises  in  its 
eastern  part.    The  soil  is  mostly  loam  with  a  subsoil  of  hard  pan. 

I^arly  town  records  were  destroyed  by  ftre,  and  for  much  contained  in 
this  article  the  writer  is  indebted  to  papers  written  by  Hiram  N.  (ilcason, 
one  of  the  first  settlers,  published  in  the  ITcsfrni  Nnf  Yorker  in  1S54.  A 
copy  of  these  articles  was  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Judge  E.  T. 
Foote,  and  through  the  kindness  of  his  son,  Horace  A.  F^oote  of  New  York, 
I  wvuS  enabled  to  secure  them.  The  first  settler  in  the  present  town  of  Sher- 
man, was  Dearing  Dorman  upon  lot  32  in  1823.  built  a  log  shanty  and 
with  his  wife  settled  down  to  housekeeping  in  the  wilderness.  This  house 
was  located  near  where  the  town  line  creamery  building  now  stands,  west  of 
the  Hustis  schoolhouse.  Here  was  born  November  28,  1823,  the  first  white 
child  of  the  town,  Archibald  Dorman,  now  a  resident.  In  1823  Har- 
vey W.  GofT  built  a  shanty  on  lot  22.  These  are  believed  to  have  ])een  then 
the  only  residents,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  two  families  only  occu- 
pied 36  scjuare  miles  of  solid  woods,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  but  little 
trouble  among  the  neighbors.  In  the  spring  of  1824  Alanson  Wcetl  erected 
a  log  liouse  on  lot  31,  and  moved  his  family  from  Ivllery.  In  the  summer  of 
182. 1  Otis  vSkimier  ])uilt  an<l  moved  into  a  shanty  on  lot  24.  Jonathan  R. 
ReyiioKls  liuilt  a  log  house  on  lot  32  in  the  fall  of  1S24  and  occui)icd  it  with 
his  father's  family.  The  two  families  in  1823  had  thus  increased  to  five  in 
1824,  and  vShermaii  (to  be)  was  becoming  a  thickly  settled region.  In 
addition  to  these,  several  young  men,  among  them,  Lester  R.  Dewey  and 
Hiram  N.  Oleason,  were  at  work  felling  the  timber  and  preparing  to  build  a 
log  house  20x24  feet.  In  the  spring-of  1825  Mr.  Gleason  returned  from  a 
visit  to  Connecticut  with  his  newly-wedded  wife,  and  about  the  same  time^ 
Mr.  Dewey  was  married  to  Fannie  Patterson.  This  was  the  first  marriage 
in  town  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  by  Otis  Skinner,  Esq.,  who  had  been 
previously  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Clymer,  of  which  Sherman  was 
at  one  time  a  part. 
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The  condition  of  the  settlers  at  this  time  can  hardly  be  imagined  by  this 
generation,  and  as  the  years  go  by  the  story  will  seem  more  and  still  more 
improbable.  There  was  not  an  open  road  in  town  ;  not  an  acre  of  turf ;  not 
a  sawmill  within  many  miles ;  and  the  gristmill  was  still  more  remote." 
There  was  a  haiidmill  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chautauqua  owned  by  jNIr. 
Wing,  where  some  of  the  people  went  to  have  their  corn  cracked,  not  ground. 
The  Uiml)cr  for  the  first  houses  was  hauled  through  the  woods  from  ^fayville, 
where  it  had  been  rafted  from  the  soutlicrn  part  of  tlie  lake,  which  was  the 
fortunate  possesor  of  a  sawmill.  Settlers  wlio  could  not  alTo^d,  or  were 
una1:)]e  to  obtain  lumbe  ,  used  elm  bark  for  roofing  their  buildings,  or  made 
troughs  of  s]>lit  basswood  logs,  and  by  placing  two  side  by  side  and  a  third 
bottom  side  up  over  the  two,  made  a  water-tight,  though  not  wind  and  snow 
proof  coveriiig.  The  buildings,  being  surrounded  by  solid  forest,  were  not 
troubled  much  witli  wind,  and  by  means  of  "  clay  mortar all  the  larger 
lioles  in  the  log  buildings  were  easily  stopped,  and  with  the  large  fire-places 
and  plenty  of  fuel  there  was  little  trouble  from  cold,  even  in  the  most 
•inclement  weather. 

In  tlie  s])ring  of  1825  quite  a  number  of  new  buildings  were  erected  and 
occ  u])ied  by  peruument  settlers.  In  October  Charles  Hawley  arrived  with 
his  family  from  Farmington,  Ct.,  and  located  on  lot  29  in  a  shanty.  His 
daughter,  Clarissa,  the  wife  of  C.  R.  vSpicer,  now  a  resident  of  the  village  of 
Sherman,  remembers  well  the  tri])  from  the  east  to  their  new  "home."  They 
came  by  canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  and  her  sixth  birthday  (October  8, 
1825),  was  celebrated  on  the  canal  boat.  Charles  Hawley,  Jr.,  the  only  other 
.surviving  mL'm])er  of  the  family,  also  lives  in  this  village.  It  is  said  that 
the  Elder  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawley  lived  three  months  in  their  home  in  the 
woods,  during  which  time  Mrs.  Hawley  never  saw  the  face  of  one  of  her  sex. 
And  when  it  was  reported  that  the  family  of  another  settler  was  on  the  way 
to  his  claim  "  soutli  of  the  Hawley  place,  she  stood  out  of  doors  nearly  half 
a  day  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  new  faces,  and  when  she  saw  them  she  wept 
tears  of  joy.  In  the  summer  of  1825  Alanson  Weed  built  the  first  sawmill 
in  town  on  the  site  afterwards  the  Dewey  place.  In  August,  Jesse  Newell 
and  Joshua  Ladue  built  log  houses  on  lot  34  and  moved  \n  their  families  in 
■March,  1S26.  In  the  summer  of  ,1826,  William  Williams  built  a  small  frame 
house  on  lot  39,  and  Ivlisha  Woodruff  on  lot  38.  These  were  the  first  frame 
houses  in  town,  and  were  thorght  to  be  quite  pretentious  dwellings.  Mr. 
Williams  moved  his  family  liere  in  May,  1827,  from  Connecticut.  Mrs. 
Henry  W.  Sperry,  the  onl\'  survi\'ing  member  of  the  family,  is  a  resident  of 
the  village. 

The  first  building,  a  shanty,  on  the  site  of  the  village  of  Sherman,  was 
erected  by  Hiram  North  way  in  1826,  on  the  west  side  of  the  small  stream 
running  south  through  the  village.    The  first  sermon  preached  in  town  was 
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in  the  siiniiiier  of  1826,  by  Rev.  Orange  vSpencer,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  in  tlie 
house  of  J.  R.  Reynolds.  The  next  winter  Rev.  T.  Grinnell,  a  Free  Will 
Baptist,  preached  in  the  same  honse.  By  this  time  there  was  quite  a  settle- 
ment within  a  radius  of  a  few  miles.  Roads  had  been  cut  through  the  town 
in  several  directions,  which  were  quite  passable  when  the  ground  was  frozen 
and  the  roots  and  logs  were  covered  with  snow.  ^'  Sleighrides  were  fre- 
quently indulged  in,  the  company  going  with  ox  team  and  sled  to  visit  the 
*' neighbors  ^'  several  miles  away. 

In  1827  settlers  increased  very  rapidly,  and  invitations  to  hel])  raise  a  log 
house  sometimes  came  several  tiuies  in  a  week.  I>ut  though  there  was  a 
large  immigration,  the  inducements  for  settling  here  were  not  attractive. 
The  privations  and  hardships  endured  by  the  early  settlers  seem  like  a 
romance  of  the  most  doubtful  kind.  A  little  grain,  a  few  ]>otaloes  and  the 
product  of  a  cow,  were  the  greater  part  of  the  subsistence  of  many  a  family 
for  months  at  a  time.  Fortunately  there  was  plenty  of  grain,  while  the 
streams  were  full  offish,  and  it  was  not  a  hard  task  for  a  good  hunter  and 
even  a  common  fisherman,  to  obtain  a  liberal  supply  of  venison  and  brook 
trout,  to  add  to  the  bill  of  fare.  As  an  illustration  of  the  actual  condition  of 
the  early  inhabitants,  it  is  reported  upon  good  authority  that  ^Ir.  Dorman 
(the  first  settler)  was  forced  to  dig  potatoes  which  he  had  just  planted,  as  he 
had  nothing  but  corn  meal  in  the  house,  and  his  wife  was  sick  and  unable  to 
eat  corn  bread.  There  was  no  money  in  circulation,  auil  the  only  thing  pro- 
duced which  would  bring  cash  was  black  salts.  These  were  taken  to  West- 
field  or  Barcelona,  where  they  could  be  sold  for  money,  which  was  used 
mostly  in  paying  taxes,  and  for  the  very  few  articles  which  must  be  pur- 
chased for  the  family. 

The  first  blacksmith  shop  was  built  by  Mr.  Pelton,  and  Joel  Hill  soon 
after  erected  another  near  Center  Sherman.  Spencer  «S:  Skeels  built  a  saw- 
mill on  French  creek,  in  1827  or  1828,  and  soon  after  put  in  a  jxair  of  mill- 
stones and  a  bolt  to  grind  the  grain  raised  in  the  vicinity.  About  this  time 
Josiah  Kceler  opened  a  small  store  in  the  house  of  Asahel  Hall,  and  soon 
erected  a  store-building  and  an  asher\-.  In  1825  a  school  district  was  formed 
of  territory  in  two  towns,  Chautauqua  and  Sherman,  and  a  school  established 
in  or  near  the  present  Hustis  district.  Otis  Skinner,  it  is  believed,  taught 
the  first  school  in  his  own  house  in  the  winter  of  1828-9.  Soon  afterwards 
several  schools  were  established. 

Union*  Sicpulciiral  Sociktv. — The  Union  Sepulchral  Society  of  Sher- 
man and  Chautauqua "  was  organized  February  4,  1836.  July  i,  1836, 
Alanson  Weed  and  Polly,  his  wife,  conveyed  by  deed  to  the  trustees  of  said 
society,  98  square  rods  of  land,  being  the  northeast  corner  of  tlie  present  cem- 
etery. A  few  burials  had  taken  place  upon  the  land  before  the  purchase. 
In  1848,  (April  8)  Lester  R.  Dewey  and  Fannie,  his  wife,  conveyed  123  6-10 
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rods  to  the  society.  In  i860  Mr.  Dewey  sold  another  piece,  and  in  1861 
Joseph  Skinner  a  small  strip.  Other  pieces  have  been  since  added,  as  the 
necessities  demanded,  and  dnring  the  past  few  years  the  work  of  improvement 
has  been  carried  on  quite  extensively,  and  the  cemetery  is  now  in  a  very  fair 
condition,  and  occupies  one  of  the  best  locations  for  the  purpose  in  the  county. 

PoMTiCAi.  IIisToRV.™ Shernian  was  set  off  from  Mina  in  1832.  On  the 
first  Tuesday  of  March,  1833,  the  first  townmeeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Asahel  Hall,  at  which,  Otis  Skinner  was  elected  supervisor  and  Osmond 
Hall,  town  clerk.  Since  that  time  the  supervisors  have  been  :  B.  H.  Kip, 
1834;  Otis  Skinner,  1835;  Loren  Park,  1836-7;  Otis  Skinner,  1838;  Piatt 
S.  Osborn,  1839  ;  Lucius  Cook,  1 840-1-2  ;  George  Hart,  1843  5  ^^katt  S.  Osborn, 
1844-5  5  Jo^^"  Hall,  1846-7  ;  B.  H.  Kip,  1848-9;  Lester  R.  Dewey,  1850; 
Loren  Park,  1851  ;  Lewis  Sperry,  1852-3;  B.J.  Coffin,  1854;  Loren  Park, 
1855;  Wiiluim  Green,  1856-7  ;  Miles  J.  Clark,  1858-9;  Henry  Bliss,  1860-1  ; 
Henry  W.  Sperry,  1862-3-4-5;  Sylvenus  H.  Myrick,  1866;  Henry  Sheldon, 
1S67;  Henry  W.  Sperry,  1868;  Alfred  W.  Benson,  1869;  J^kn  T.  Green, 
1870-1-2  ;  Virgil  A.  Fenner,  1873;  John  T.  Green,  1874;  Jerome  J.  Dean^ 
1875-6;  Enoch  Sperry,  1877-8;  Albert  B.  Sheldon,  1879-80-1  ;  Charles  H. 
Corbett,  1882-3;  Knoch  Sperry,  1884;  Benjamin  J.  Coffin,  1 885-6-7-8-9-90-1  ; 
Edgar  O.  Buss,  1892  ;  Morris  L.  lulmunds,  1S93-4.  Present  officers  :  Morris 
L.  iMlnuuu!^,  superv  isor  ;  TIkjukis  J.  Xewell,  2d,  clerk  ;  Benjamin  J.  Coffin, 
Henry  O.  Ames",  Williaui  H.  Hubbard,  Charles  E.  Sheldon,  justices  of  the 
peace  ;  (Cleuieut  J.  Jvosee,  justice  elect);  John  C.  Page,  Charles  Hill,  P^rank- 
lin  Duttou,  assessors. 

August,  1S65,  a  flood  did  great  damage  in  the  town.  Two  dams  above 
and  the  one  at  the  village  went  out,  together  with  nearly  every  bridge  in  the 
town.  August  24,  1892,  the  most  destructive  flood  the  town  has  ever  seen, 
swept  throui^h  the  place.  A  very  heavy  fall  of  water  in  a  few  hours,  east  of 
the  village,  caused  a  rapid  rise  in  all  the  streauis  running  into  Erench  creek. 
In  the  evening  the  flood  struck  the  village.  The  dam  and  iron  Ijridge  soon 
went,  an  ice  house  belouging  to  E.  N.  Myrick  was  also  taken,  while  the 
])lauiug  and  sawmill  of  John  Fawcett  was  nearly  demolished.  This  flood 
took  ever\'  bridge  (iuchuling  the  iron  railroad  bridge*  from  the  head  o,'  PVench 
creek  to  the  ])oint  where  it  Hows  into  Mina,  except  an  iron  one  at  Center 
vShermau.  The  loss  to  roads  and  bridges  alone,  according  to  the  statement 
of  hVank  L.  Cornish,  under  whose  su|)ervision  as  highway  commissioner  the 
repairs  were  made,  was  over  $5,000.  It  is  probable  that  the  l<.)ss  to  individ- 
uals was  nearly  as  much  nsore.  ^ 

Shkrman  \'illagh. — In  May,  1832,  Benjamin  H.  Kip,  Otis  and  Elijah 
Miller,  purchased  the  millsite  and  land  where  the  village  stands.    They  also 

♦Mr.  Anus  uiis  l  orn  in  isjs  in  CaMuroii,  Sti-iibcn  cuunty.    He  Wviit  to  Charlottt-  in  i^;,5.  "Jovc-d  to  Miii.i  iiw 
,  «. anil-  to  Slu  rin;i  i\  in  I )<. 1. 1.  nil.cr,  n;.',  iind  st  rvnl  as  srhool  c-t)ni;ui>>i()ni  r  in  1^-4  ami  isjs.    Mi-  d.td. 
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erected  a  .sawmill,  and  in  1833  acardinj;  and  cloth-drcssin^;  mill.  Otis  Miller 
bnilt  a  blacksmith  shop  in  icS33,  on  the  site  of  C.  J.  Palmer's  siiop.  lie  also 
built  a  tannery  on  the  land  back  of  the  present  photo^^raph  ^^^allery.  These 
three  men  being  the  founders  of  tlie  village,  it  was  named  for  them, — for  a 
time  called  Millerville,''  and  afterwards,  (and  within  the  recollection  of  the 
writer),  "  Kipville."  Just  why  and  when  it  was  changed  to  Sherman,  I  am 
unable  to  state.  In  1838  Mr.  Kip  and  Elijah  Miller  erected  a  gristmill, 
whicii  was  well  patronized  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  an^l  surrounding  towns. 

These  men  were  all  of  sterling  character,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  a  large  degree.  They  were  all  deeply  imbued  \vith  the  idea 
that  morality  and  christian  character  are  the  true  foundations  of  every  good 
enterprise,  and  to  their  exanij^le  and  their  influence  u{)on  those  who  followed 
them,  may  be  attributed  in  no  small  degree  the  sobriety  and  morality  which 
have  characterized  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  even  down  to  the  ))resent 
time.    All  of  them  have  long  since  passed  away. 

This  com])osition,"  published  in  the  Chautaiajua  Nrics  a  few  years  ago, 
is  deemed  worthy  of  insertion  he?'e.  It  was  written  by  F.  R.  Case,  one  of  the 
35  pupils  mentioned.  It  is  dated  July  13,  1839,  and  is  entitled  A  Descrip- 
tion of  Sherman  Village  and  its  Inhabitants 

Sliennaii  villnj^e  is  a  small  ])lace  sitiiate<l  in  the  town  of  the  smimc  name  and  on  the  waters 
ofrVencli  creek,  and  contains  12  families,  inimberin^  63  persons  old  and  yt)niij^.  The  names  of 
the  heads  of  said  families  are,  viz.  :  r>enj.  H.  Kip,  Klijah  ]\Iiller,  ( )tis  Miller.  James  ilarker, 
George  Vaness,  Lncins  Cook,  Cieort(e  Hart,  Kiler  Dean,  Alanson  Patterson,  I'itts  Simmons, 
Hiram  A.  Case  and  Dr.  Tht)mas  Green.  Miller  and  Ki])  own  nearly  all  the  land  snrronndin)^ 
the  vill.'if^e,  an<l  also  the  carding  machine  and  cloth  dressing  establishment,  jj^ristmill  and  saw- 
mill. Otis  Miller  and  Kiler  Dean  carry  on  the  tannery  and  slioemakinj^  business.  James  Bar- 
ker keeps  a  small  j^rocery  store.  Lncins  Cook  carries  on  blacksmithinir,  havinj^  lately  traded  a 
Oirtn  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  for  Joel  Hill's  shop,  dwellinj^  house  and  lot ;  he  is  also  justice 
of  the  i^eace  and  sn])ervisor.  George  Hart  runs  the  cardinj^  and  cloth  dressing  machinery  for 
Miller  Kip.  George  Vaness  works  at  cabinet  and  car])enter  and  joiner  work.  Hiram  \. 
Case  runs  the  gristmill.  Thomas  G»reen  is  a  i)racticing  j>hysician.  Al.inson  I'alterson  and  I'itts 
Simmr)ns  are  men  of  all  work  in  the  sawmill,  farm  work,  etc.,  for  Kip  »V  Miller.  The  villnge 
sclu»ol  has  about  35  .scholars.  The  teacher  is  Mis.-i  Susan  Ahlridge,  tliis  smnmjr  ;  this  is  her 
second  term  l:ere.  The  tnistees  pay  her  for  teaching  $2  per  week  and  she  boards  aroun<l. 
The  Methodist  is  the  only  church  organization  in  the  place  ;  preaching  every  two  weeks  in  the 
schoolhonse,  also  Sunday  school  every  vSunday  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Otis  Miller  is  tlie 
superintendent.  The  cleared  fields  around  the  village  look  new  and  rough  and  are  thickly  cov- 
ered with  stumps,  but  undoubtedly  the  place  will  grow  and  improve  a  good  <leal  in  the  future, 
as  I  hear  of  a  number  of  parties  contracting  for  lot.s  and  jireparing  to  build  on  the  s.une,  S(M)n. 
I  think  and  believe  vSherman  will  .some  day  grow  into  a  (|uite  a  respe  lable  village. 

Probably  not  one  of  the  ])er.sons  mentioned  in  the  a])ove  is  now  alive, 
though  in  1889  Mr.  Ca.se  was  living  at  Corydon,  Pa.,  and  Lucius  Cook  at 
Silver  Creek  in  his  90th  year. 

SoMK  Business  Intju^ksts. — (Contributed).  Sitiuited  in  the  center  of  an 
extremely  fertile  agricultural  and  dairying  country,  the  village  possesses  tlie 
elements  of  comfortable  and  moderate  wealth,  and  is  a  prosperous  community. 
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It  has  more  brick  business  blocks  than  any  other  place  of  its  size  of  the 
county.  Since  a  time  when  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  back,  no 
liquor  has  been  sold  here."  Sherman  Union  School  is  most  invitingly  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  tall,  stately  maples,  in  a  most  picturesque  part  of  the 
villaf^e.  Seven  instructors  are  employed.  The  "  State  Bank  of  Sherman  " 
numbers  among  its  officers  and  directors  many  of  the  solid  men  and  capital- 
ists of  the  county,  and  is  so  conducted  that  the  people  justly  feel  confidence 
in  its  management  and  stability.  The  officers  are  :  A.  J.  Dean,  president ; 
C.  H.  Corbett,  vice-president ;  H.  F.  Young,  cashier,  and  E.  C.  Green,  assist- 
ant cashier,  .\mong  the  directors  are  :  C.  H.  Corbett,  M.  L.  Lawrence,  W. 
H.  Hart,  Frank  L.  Cornish,  B.J.  Coffin,  H.  F.  Young,  and  Allen  J.  Dean, 
Sherman  ;  J.  A.  Slotboom,  Clymer ;  J.  E.  Ottoway,  Mina ;  C.  M.  Dow, 
Jamestown. 

TJtc  SJicrmaii  Advance  is  a  bright,  newsy  sheet,  published  by  the 
Advance  Publishing  company,  established  June  6,  1889,  F.  A.  Ellis,  man- 
ager and  editor.  It  is  the  only  prohibitionist  journal  of  the  county.  Air.  Ellis 
was  born  in  Portland.  The  successful  career  of  The  Advance  is  due 
very  much  to  his  ability.  TJie  Advance  is  the  youngest  paper  of  Sher- 
man. The  first  was  The  Western  Neiv  Yorker^  started  in  August,  1853, 
by  Patrick  Mcl'arland,  and  was  sold  about  1857  to  The  ]Vestfield  Transcript, 
In  ]May,  1868,  B.  D,  South  worth  began  to  publish  The  Shermafi  A^ezvs^ 
which,  moved  to  IMayville  in  October,  1890,  was  there  called  The  Chautauqua 
Ne-ws.  In  1872  TJie  Weekly  Record^  J.  B.  Bray,  proprietor,  had  an  ephem- 
eral existence.  Fifty-one  numbers  were  printed  of  TJie  Chautauqua  Rural 
Press,  \)\  Miles  L.  Dornian,  from  May  i,  i886. 

The  Chautauqua  Nctvs  was  established  IMarch  20,  1876,  b}'  E.  \V.  Hoag. 
It  was  sold  December  13,  1879,  to  C.  E.  Slieldon,  who  has  continued  the 
publication  to  the  present. 

The  Edmunds  Creamery  was  started  in  1886  with  one  separator  by  F.  \V. 
Edmunds,  a  very  successful  cheese  manufacturer.  It  has  increased  its 
capacit)  about  seven  fold.  In  1893  38,000  pounds  of  milk  were  received  daily. 
By  four  skim  stations  located  at  convenient  points  butter  is  made  from 
70,000  ])ounds  of  milk  daily  during  the  summer.  The  business  of  1893  may 
be  thus  stated:  Pounds  of  milk  received,  10,411,509;  pounds  of  butter 
made,  442,818;  money  recei\ cu,  $  106,744.04.  Mr.  lulniunds  operates  other 
creameries,  among  them  one  in  Frencli  Creek  and  three  in  Clymer.  Mr. 
Edmunds  owns  and  operates  a  llouring  and  custom  gristmill  witli  two  sets  of 
stones  and  one  set  of  rollers,  operated  by  a  75  H.  P.  sttam  engine. 

IC.  \V.  vSj>err\'  «S:  vSon's  hardware  store  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  mercantile 
establishments,  almost  antedating  that  of  John  T.  (ireen,  wlio  has,  with 
others,  and  alone,  been  in  merchandising  heie  since  1859.     Mr.  (ireen  was 
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chosen  president  of  the  village  at  its  first  election  and  has  been  its  president 
ever  since.  W.  H.  Hart  has  also  been  in  trade  here  from  1859,  when  he  was 
a  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery  store  of"  Hawley  &  Myrick."  From 
i860  to  1866  he  was  employed  by  J.  E.  Hawley.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
firm  *'Coveney,  Hart  &  Co."  that  succeeded  Thorpe  Covcney  "  in  1866. 
In  1871  the  firm  of  Hart  &  Corbett "  was  formed  by  Charles  H.  Corbett 
purchasing  the  interest  of  J.  M.  Coveney.  This  firm  carries  a  heavy  stock 
of  general  merchandise  and  does  a  large  business.  Both  members  stand  in 
high  esteem  and  are  popular.  Mr.  Corbett  was  elected  in  1882  a  member  of 
assembly  by  a  majority  of  986,  although  he  was  a  Democrat  running  in  a 
a  very  strong  Republican  district.  Mr.  Corbett  is  prominent  in  masonry, 
was  chairman  of  the  Democratic  county  committee  for  four  years,  and  has 
been  presiding  officer  of  the  state  organization  of  the  A.  (  ).  V.  \V.  Anolher, 
perhaps  the  oldest,  merchant  is  S.  li.  Adams,  He  has  conducted  a  success- 
ful business  as  a  grocer  and  crockery  dealer  since  1856.  His  brother,  D.  W. 
Adams,  has  been  connected  with  him  for  years  in  the  firm  of  "  Adams  Bros.," 
and  is  the  present  efficient  postmaster.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  class 
Hon.  A.  B.  Sheldon  as  a  leading  merchant  as  well  as  banker.  His  extensive 
purchases  and  sales  of  live  stock,  produce,  (especially  butter  and  cheese),  have 
given  him  a  wide  and  a  popular  acquaintance.  He  made  a  good  member  of 
the  legislature,  too,  in  1881  and  1882.  Gilbert  W.  Strong  an  oil  producer 
from  Bradford,  Pa.,  came  to  Sherman  about  ten  years  ago,  and  has  been  a 
valuable  factor  in  its  business  life.  He  engaged  extensively  in  the  hardware 
trade  and  conducted  this  until  1893.  He  has  for  three  years  carried  on  the 
Sherman  carriage  factory.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  prominent  in  the  local 
councils  of  his  party,  and  has  been  member  of  the  board  of  education. 

After  two  attempts  which  did  not  succeed,  the  village  was  incorporated 
by  vote  of  the  people  vSeptcmbcr  8,  1890.  The  territory  included  in  the 
corporate  limits  is  about  one  square  mile  and  contained  733  inhabitants, 
according  to  a  census  taken  just  previous.  The  first  municipal  election  was 
held  October  3,  1890,  at  which  were  elected  :  president,  John  T.  Green,  (who 
has  been  thrice  reelected)  ;  trustees,  J.  Thayer,  Francis  A.  Ellis,  Charles 
E.  Cobb  ;  treasurer,  Henry  F.  Young  ;  collector,  John  McKcan.  Thomas 
J.  Newell  2d  was  appointed  village  clerk  and  still  holds  that  office.  The 
trustees  now  are  Charles  E.  Cobb,  Gilbert  \V.  Strong,  Fred  L.  Dutton,  with 
H.  F.  Young  treasurer,  and  Henry  Hooker  collector. 

FiRivS.— Probably  few  villages  in  Western  New  York  have  suffered  more 
by  fires.  In  February,  1865,  a  fire  destroyed  the  grocery  store  of  Lyman  L. 
Hoag,  the  tannery  and  .shoeshop  of  Piatt  S.  Osborn  ;  the  postoffice,  and  town- 
clerk's  office  with  all  the  town  records  were  burned.  In  November,  1869, 
occurred  the  great  fire  "  which  swept  the  business  portion  on  the  north 
side  of  Main  street  from  Miller  to  Church  street,  with  buildings  on  Miller 
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street.  The  loss  was  nearly  $50,000.  The  buildings  were  wooden  ones  and 
were  in  time  replaced  by  brick.  In  December,  1876,  two  brick  blocks  and 
C.  C.  Thompson's  drug  store  and  dwelling  were  burned.  July  14,  1890,  the 
whole  south  side  of  Main  street  from  Franklin  to  and  including  Palmer's 
blacksmith  shop,  and  Hxcolsior  Hall,  comprising  many  prominent  business 
houses,  and  vSlebbin's  photogra])h  gallery  on  Franklin  street  were  burned. 
The  loss  by  this  fire  was  nearly  $50,000. 

Small  Pox. — Chester  Bullock,  a  merchant,  returned  from  a  trip  to  New 
York  city  in  November  1853,  and  was  soon  taken  with  a  light  case  of  vario- 
loid. James  Barker  was  soon  attacked  by  small  pox  and  died  in  a  few  days. 
A  child  of  Burnett  Osborn  also  died  with  the  same  disease.  The  village  and 
vicinity  was  soon  in  a  state  of  wild  excitement.  A  board  of  health  was 
organized,  that  established  a  pest-house  and  ordered  all  cases  thither  for 
treatment.  So  bitter  was  the  strife  between  the  board  and  those  refusing  to 
obey  its  orders  that  threats  of  shooting  "  were  made,  and  there  was  actual 
danger  of  bloodshed.  The  excitement  ceased  on  the  subsidence  of  the  dis- 
ease, but  bills  for  the  payment  of  claims  against  the  town  for  services  ren- 
dered were  brought  before  the  board  of  town  auditors,  and  were  appealed  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  in  1854.  The  Odd  Pillows  lodge  had  a  hall  in  the 
Owen  block  in  which  xMr.  Barker  had  his  residence.  It  was  driven  from  its 
lodge  room  by  this  disease,  and  the  order  was  broken  \ip  for  many  years  in 
the  town  in  consequence  thereof. 

Churciiks. —  TJic  First  Prrshvicrian  CJiitnJi  of  Sherman^  organized  as  The 
First  CoJigrrgaticmal  ChiircJi  of  Miua^  came  into  existence  through  the  set- 
tlement ''on  the  hill  "  in  1826  of  Josiah  R.  Keeler,  who  built  a  house,  a  store 
and  an  ashery.  He  was  soon  followed  by  his  seven  brothers  and  others  from 
P\armington,  Couil,  who  brought  letters  from  Dr.  Noah  Porter's  church  in 
that  place.  It  was  organized  June  23,  1827.  It  united  with  the  Buffalo 
presbytery,  and  Dr.  Porter's  church  selected  the  first  pastor.  Rev.  Justin 
Marsh,  who  was  installed  in  October  1828,  that  church  agreeing  to  pay  one- 
half  of  his  $400  salary,  J.  R.  and  S.  B.  Keeler  to  pay  one-half  of  the  other 
$200.  The  first  meetinghouse  was  built  on  Presbyterian  hill,  and  dedicated 
iMarch  7,  1833.     It  was  removed  to  the  village  in  1845. 

Thr  First  i^iiiz'crsalist  Cliiirch  of  SJu'r))ian  was  organized  in  1842,  and 
was  admitted  to  fellowship  in  tlie  Chautauqua  Association  of  Universalists  at 
the  annual  meeting  at  Haight's  Corners,  in  August  of  the  same  year.  The 
early  records  of  the  cliurcli  having  been  burned  several  years  ago,  it  is  difli- 
cult  to  give  dates  and  details,  but  it  is  believed  that  these  persons  were  its 
original  founders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Dewey,  George  Bates,  Loren  Park, 
John  H.  Jones,  Erastus  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Linus  Paine,  I^lliott  Smith,  Mr.  Hill» 
Mrs.  Cushing.    P.ev.  Linus  Paine  was  the  first  pastor,  and  remained  until 
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1846.  Elcazcr  Hathaway  is  the  present  pastor.  Tht  first  church  biiildino^ 
was  of  wood  and  was  erected  in  1S43  or  1844.  It  was  sold  to  tlie  Catliolics  in 
1868,  and  the  present  church  was  built  in  1868-9,  at  a  cost  of  <8,ooo.  It  has 
a  seatino^  capacity  of  250,  and  is  finished  inside  in  chestnut  and  walnut. 
The  present  Sunday  school  was  organized  in  1874.  A  Younn;  People's  Soci- 
ety of  Christian  Endeavor  was  or<(anized  in  1891.  There  is  also  a  Ladies 
Social  Circle  connected  with  the  church,  all  of  which  have  been  efficient  aids 
in  its  work. 


CLYMER, 

CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

CLYMER,  like  many  other  towns  of  this  county,  shows  the  patriotism 
of  the  early  settlers,  as  it  bears  the  name  of  one  of  the  signers  of  tiie 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Creorge  Clymer,  an  eminent  Pcnnsyl- 
vanian.  It  was  organized  P^bruary  9,  1821,  from  Chautauqua.  Miua  was 
formed  from  it  in  1824,  and  P^'rench  Creek  in  1829.  Clymer  is  bounded 
west  by  French  Creek,  north  by  Sherman,  east  b}'  Harmony,  and  the  soulli 
boundary  is  Pennsylvania.  The  town  comprises  township  i,  range  14,  and 
contains  21,985  acres.  The  population  in  1892  was  1,447,  and  in  1893  the 
assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  property  was  $449,750.  The  surface  is  a 
hilly  upland  adapted  to  dairying,  and  is  well  watered  by  two  branches  of  the 
Broken-Straw,  which  flows  into  and  through  a  long  pond  near  the  southern 
line  and  then  receives  another  stream  llowiug  southerly  through  the  wesiern 
part  of  the  town.  The  soil  is  a  gravelly  loam,  and  res])on(ls  well  to  suitable 
cultivation.  Prof  James  Hall,  the  state  geologist,  says  that  a  large  deposit 
of  stone  suitable  for  grindstones  exists,  and  for  many  years  such  stones  h.ave 
been  quarried.  The  Western  New  York  <S:  Pennsylvania  railroad  passes 
through  the  center  of  the  town  and  has  three  stations,  North  Ch  iuer,  Cl>  - 
mer  Center  and  Clymer.  The  latter  is  a  brisk  point  of  trade.  Tanning  was 
an  important  early  industry,  and  twenty  years  ago  one  of  tlic  largest  tan- 
neries of  the  county  was  conducted  here  by  J.  N.  M^Kay.  This  was  estab- 
lished about  the  time  of  the  civil  war  by  Leonard  Kooman.  Tlic  first  tan- 
nery was  built  on  lot  35  ])y  Ebenezer  Hrv)wnell  away  ()ack  in  the  thirties. 
Walter  L.  and  Loren  B.  Sessions  carried  on  tanning  extensively  later  on  the 
Brownell  site.  The  U.  S.  Leather  Com])any  now  controls  this  industry  and 
employs  from  40  to  50  men. 

Settlement  commenced  in  1820  by  Gardner  and  Jolin  Cleveland,  who 
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located  on  lot  58,  in  the  southwest  corner.  The  next  year  William  Rice  set- 
tled on  lot  59,  and  in  1822  came  Horace  and  Anson  Starkweather  and  Joseph 
Wing.  Eighteen  families  had  located  in  the  territory  embracing  the  original 
town  of  Clymer  in  1822.  Natlianiel  and  William  Thompson,  Thomas  Rus- 
sell and  Harrv  E.  Brownell  came  in  1823.  The  first  townmeeting  was  held 
April  3,  182 1,  at  the  house  of  Gardner  Cleveland,  where  were  elected:  Ande 
Nobles,  supervisor ;  Wm.  Rice,  Roger  Haskell,  John  M.  Fitch,  assessors  ; 
David  Waldo,  clerk ;  Roswell  Coe,  John  Cleveland,  Alexander  Findley, 
commissioners  of  highways  ;  Ephraim  Dean,  Ande  Nobles,  John  Lynde, 
school  inspectors ;  John  Heath,  Roger  Haskell,  school  con7!riissioners  ; 
Alexander  Findley,  Roswell  Coe,  poor  masters;  Ande  Nobles,  Alexan- 
der Findley,  overseers  of  highways  ;  Wm.  Tliompson,  Anion  Beebe,  Jr.,  Roger 
Haskell,  fence  viewers,  etc.  ;  Ande  Nobles,  sealer  ;  Eli  Belknap,  constable 
and  collector.  Before  1830  quite  a  settlement  was  made.  Here  liad  come 
and  located  Leonard  Amidon  in  1824;  Charles  Ross  in  1824  on  Clymer  Hill  ; 
Ebenezer  Brownell  and  Joseph  Ikownell  in  1824  on  lots  35,28  and  50; 
Peter  Jaquins  in  1825;  i-^^ivid  Phinney  in  1826;  Silas  Freeman  with  13 
children,  came  to  Clymer  Hill  in  1828.  His  son,  Leonard  B.,  resided  in  this 
and  adjoining  towns  for  many  years.  Leonard  married  Betsey,  daughter  of 
William  J.  Iliown,  and  had  children  :  Wilhelmina,  Constantine,  Morley, 
(who  served  in  the  112th  regiment  and  died  in  h(>sj)ital),  iMigenia  and  Adclia. 
Alexander  Maxwell  settled  on  lot  30  early.  Other  early  settlers  were  Anion 
liCebe,  Jr.,  lot  30, 1:Clisha  Alvord,  lot  21,  Joseph  W.  Ross,  lot  55,  Samuel  Ross, 
lot  27,  Moses  Randall,  lot  23,  Jeremiah  Glidden,  who  articled  land  on  lots  3 
and  8,  Jeremiah  R.  Doolittle,  lot  37,  David  and  Andrew  Glidden  on  lot  16, 
Samuel  Bly,  lot  32,  O.  jar  P\  and  Daniel  C.  Glidden,  lot  8,  Francis  F.  Allen, 
lot  2,  Alvah  Marsh,  lot  40,  Arclielaus  Chad  wick,  lot  1,  Ralph  and  John 
Petitt,  lot  47,  Benjamin  Sullivan,  lot  63,  Lyman  Brown,  lot  26,  Jeremiah 
Chamberlain,  lot  53,  Urbane  Hitchcock,  lot  15,  Samuel  Wickwire,  lot  16, 
Charles  Brightman,  lot  30,  John  S.  Sessions.  The  Cleveland  and  Rice  fam- 
ilies had  many  representatives.  Gardner  Cleveland,  who  \yas  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  had  3  children  and  34  grandchildren.  William  Rice  had  12 
children,  of  whom  three  were  prominent  in  educational  circles,  ist.  Victor 
M.,  who,  born  in  I^Layville  in  1818,  was  educated  at  Allegheny  college,  Mead- 
ville,  Pa.,  and  from  1848  to  1854  was  connected  with  the  city  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  in  1854  city  superintendent.  From  1854  to  1S67  '^^'^'^  state 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  2d.  William  S.,  for  21  years  teacher 
in  BulTalo  city  schools  and  several  years  city  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo 
schools.  3d.  Emily  A.,  long  principal  of  Yonkers  Female  Seminary.  Wil- 
liam Rice  was  many  years  a  justice,  and  in  1840  was  one  of  the  three  repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  county  in  the  assembly  of  the  state  legislature.  Ira  F. 
cGleason  (whose  father,  Ira,  settled  early  in  F^rencli  Creek,  coming  from  Conncti- 


Cl.YMKR. 


967 


cut),  came  from  Madison  county  in  183 1  to  French  Creek,  thence  in  1837 
Clymer  villj'.ge  and  engaged  in  trade,  which  he  conducted  continuously  for 
20  years.  He  has  held  many  important  offices — justice,  supervisor,  etc. 
Young  gives  the  early  merchants  thus  :  The  first  store  is  said  to  have  been 
kept  by  John  Stow  in  1823.  J^^^^^  Heath  and  Joseph  H.  Williams  succeeded 
him.  Alvin  Williams  succeeded  them,  and  also  kept  an  inn,  the  first  in 
town,  in  1826.  Later  were  Gardner  Cleveland,  Jr.,  and  Howard  Blodgett ; 
Ira  F.  Gleason  and  John  Williams  ;  Gleason  and  Stephen  AV.  Steward  ; 
Stephen  W.  Steward;  Ayres  &  Blood.  In  1875  William  B.  Blodgett  and 
Arthur  Beach  were  general  merchants  ;  Ayres  &  Coffin,  druggists  ;  Willis  D. 
Gallup  &  Son,  hardware  and  stoves." 

One  of  the  early  and  industrious  pioneers  of  Clymer  was  Peter  Jaquins, 
'who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  participated  in  the  battle  at 
Queenstown,  Canada.  He  removed  from  Guilford,  Clienango  county,  to  Cat- 
taraugus comity  in  1820,  in  1824  bouglit  lot  42  in  Clymer,  and  in  1825 
made  his  home  here,  and  erected  the  first  saw  and  gristuiills  in  the  town. 
He  was  an  excellent  hunter,  and  it  is  said  "  that  he  captured  nearly  100 
wolves  previous  to  1832,  for  which  he  received  an  average  bounty  of  $12  per 
head."  His  children  were  Bruce,  who  located  near  his  fatlier  ;  Edward,  who 
went  to  Kansas ;  Wallace ;  Art,  a  farmer  and  cattle-dealer,  who  married 
Frances  Vrooman  ;  Elizabeth.  The  name  of  this  enterprising  pioneer  is  per- 
.petuated  in  the  postofiice  called  Jaquins. 

James,  John  and  David  Petitt,  brothers,  emigrants,  arrived  at  New  York 
about  1789  to  become  citizens  of  the  New  World.  One  of  them  settled  on 
Long  Island,  one  located  in  New  Jersey  and  James  made  his  home  on  the 
west  shore  of  Lake  Champlain.  Here  his  son  Ralph  was  born  at  Wills- 
l)or(Mi};h  in  Tvsscx  county.  Kal])h  wlu^n  a  young  man  went  to  (tcmicscc 
county,  where  he  married  Julia  Lyons,  March  25,  1827,  and  the  27th  of  the 
next  month  the  young  couple  came  to  Clymer  and  commenced  housekeeping 
in  the  primitive  house  hastily  erected  on  Mr.  Petitt's  location  on  lot  47  on 
Clymer  Hill.  Mr.  Petitt  was  thereafter  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  town 
and  held  numerous  local  ofiices.  Ten  of  his  children  attained  maturity,  of 
whom  nine  were  lining  in  1892  :  Ralph,  in  Erie  county.  Pa.  ;  William,  at 
North  Clymer  ,  Tames,  at  French  Creek  ;  Burrows,  on  the  original  home- 
stead ;  Clarissa,  in  Kansas ;  Lovenia,  at  F'rench  C^eek  ;  Polly,  in  Clymer  ; 
Charlotte  at  Chautauqua  ;  and  Amanda,  at  Sherman. 

Lyman  Brown,  a  native  of  Kingston,  Pa.,  born  May  30,  1801,  subse- 
quently was  a  resident  of  Hamburg,  Erie  county.  In  1829  he  bought  land 
on  lot  26  in  Clymer,  and  in  1831  became  a  settler  of  the  town,  where  he 
resided  until  iiis  death  in  1873.  His  wife  died  the  same  year.  Mr.  Brown 
was  extensively  engaged  in  cattle  dealing,  was  supervisor  in  1848,  and  held 
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otlier  town  offices.  His  sons  were  Jesse,  ]\Tartin,  Homer.  Jesse  was  born 
May  9,  1825  ^-^  Krie  county,  married  Louisa  Bligli  of  Nortli  Clymer  in  1851, 
resides  near  the  lioniestead.  He  followed  the  vocation  of  his  father,  and  has 
1>een  much  tMu^n^^cd  in  town  affairs.  He  has  served  as  town  superintendent, 
supervisor  several  years,  inspector  of  elections  many  years,  loan  commissioner 
for  scN'cral  terms,  lias  eniL^aj^ed  in  merchandisinj^,  is  a  promineiit  Demo- 

ocrat,  and  one  of  the  substantial  citizeiis  of  Clymer. 

In  1832  (rideon  IJrockway,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  removed 
from  Southampton,  Mass.,  to  Clymer,  purchased  a  farm  and  resided  here 
until  his  death.  His  youngest  son,  Richard  B.,  accompanied  his  father,  and 
made  Clymer  his  home.  Beman,  his  oldest  son,  came  a  )'ear  later  to  visit 
his  parents,  and  as  he  says,  in  the  winter  of  1833  I  taught  a  district  school 
in  Cls'uier,  for  which  I  was  about  as  well  qualified  as  the  average  citizen  is 
to  edit  a  newspaper.  However,  I  made  out  to  stand  the  occupation  three 
months,  which'  were  tlie  longest  ones  I  remember  to  have  passed  in  my  whole 
life."'  Mr.  B.rockway  proved  his  ability  to edit  a  newspaper "  not  many 
\'ears  after,  by  making  a  success  of  the  Mayi'illi'  Scfi/iiic/,  whicli  he  edited 
and  ])ublis]iod  for  10  N  rars.  IK-  was  on  the  editorial  staO' of  the  Av;<'  )'<>rk 
i(>!itii  with  such  men  as  Hoi  ace  (  ireeley  and  CharK'S  \,  Dana  as  compan- 
ions. .\t  the  time  of  his  death,  December,  1S92,  he  was  the  oldest  news- 
])aper  e(btor  and  pnblislier  of  the  state,  and  the  owner  of  the  W'alotoii'n 
Daily  o}id  IWrkly  'fiitws.  In  him  all  elements  of  a  strong  character  were  so 
united  as  to  cause  one  to  say     Me  was  a 

Willard  McKir.^  try  writes  in  the  J'^r('ih))ua  Coisor  in  1885  this  of  the 
town:  ''The  dwellings  50  years  ago  were  mostly  of  logs.  Some  noted 
char;icters  h;ive  lived  ii^.  this  vicinit}',  Horace  Greele}''s  parents  about  two 
miles  fr<Mu  the  \  iilage,  and  this  was  their  postoffice  address.  J.  F.  Cleve- 
land, since  connected  witli  the  Nca'  York  T)il>u)n\  s})ent  his  boyhoo  1  da>'S 
lierc.  William  Rice,  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  1840,  was  the  village 
blacksmith,  p.nd  his  son,  lion.  Victor  M.  Rice,  has  since  occupied  a  |)romi- 
nent  po>itioii  as  state  superintendent  of  ])ublic  instruction,  and  was  the 
found.er  of  the  free  school  sx  steni  of  this  state.  He  struj.-  led  to  get  an  educa- 
tion. His  fii>t  sclioolbi^oks  were  bought  b\'  his  going  to  the  woods  and  cut- 
tip.g  wood  («  •]•  the  ashery  and  dr;iwing  it  there  with  a  pair  of  steers  which  he 
liad  broken  made  tlie  excliange  witli  my  uncle  who  then  carried  it  on.  Hon. 
v*^ilas  Teiry,  a  \w\<\  worth\"  citizen,  held  a  seat  in  tin.'  legislature  of  1849, 
and  his  >(>n,  L.  S.  Terr\-,  who  lias  been  supervisor  several  times,  is  one  f)f 
the  jM'ogressive  farmers  of  the  town.  WMien  Senater  Lorenzo  Morris  first 
c<MnmeiK-ed  practising  law  he  oj)ened  an  office  over  Ira  V.  (ileason's  store  in 
Ch  nier,  paid  Steplieii  W.  Steward  did  mercantile  business  here  before  found- 
ing the  I'irst  National  Iknik  of  Corry.  It  is  a  prosperous  agricultural  town, 
and  the  railroad  and  tlie  building  up  of  the  city  of  Corr>',  eight  miles  dis- 
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tant,  have  ^ivcii  it  a  .i^ood  market  and  pros])eiity.  It  lias  an  excellent  soil 
and  contains  many  sj^lendid  farms.  Hon.  Walter  Iv.  and  Loren  P».  vSessions 
passed  their  youthfnl  days  with  their  father,  John  S.  Sessions,  an  early  set- 
tler on  a  farm  in  this  town,  and  liave  always  had  a  stron<;  support  here  in 
their  ])olitical  aspirations.  Althon^h  a  small  town  Clymer  has  exerted  an 
important  inflnence  at  times  in  the  politics  of  onr  state  throngh  the  men 
■svho  have  lived  here." 

An  element  of  romance  was  introdnced  into  the  early  history  which  tra- 
dition has  preserved.  It  rnns  in  thiswise.  In  the  days  of  the  anti-masonic 
excitement,  one  of  the  alle^^ed  abductors  of  William  Mori^an  fled  from  arrest 
and  was  secreted  for  months,  some  say  years,  in  the  deep  wilderness  of 
Clymer,  and  fonnd  faithful  friends  and  protectors,  whose  chivalrio  de\'otion 
cared  for  his  needs  as  for  those  of  a  luotlier.  The  romance  continues  in  that 
the  man's  name  is  almost,  it  not  quite,  forgotten,  and  his  subsequent  fate 
unknown.    He  comes,  is  here,  and  nothin<(  more  is  preserved. 

(iarrett  Slot])ooni,  a  native  of  Holland,  came  to  Clymer  in  1850,  and  died 
here  in  1885.  Previous  to  coining  to  this  country,  he  had  served  his  time 
in  the  Dutch  army  and  married  a  daughter  of  John  Huytinck.  Their  son, 
John  A.,  born  in  Holland,  was  educated  in  the  Clymer  schools,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  farming.  He  enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Co.  D,  112th  Reg't. 
N.  Y.  Vols.,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  tlie 
'battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  June  i,  1864.  In  1866  he  commenced  merchan- 
dising at  Clymer  Hill,  continued  25  years,  then  located  at  Clymer  village, 
where  he  is  in  trade.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  supervisor. 
He  married  Magdalene,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Kooman,  (who  settled  in  Clymer 
about  1858,  He  was  born  near  Antwer]),  Holland,  emigrated  to  Ihiffalo  in 
1847.  He  died  January  6,  1879).  John  Kooman  is  a  merchant  of  Clymer.  The 
Hollandeis,  man)'  of  whom  have  made  their  homes  in  the  town,  are  useful 
and  worthy  citizens.  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson,  the  land  agent,  it  is  said  was 
so  impressed  with  the' value  of  obtaining  such  a  frugal,  honest  and  industri- 
ous people  as  residents,  that  he  made  extra  inducenients  to  secure  their  coni- 
ing.  About  1846  the  first  nucleus  was  formed  here,  and  now  a  large 
percentage  of  the  town's  best  citizens  are  of  this  siock. 

Alfred  W.  Steward  is  a  son  of  John  vSteward,  Sr.,  who  settled  in  Harmony 
in  1821  and  had  a  large  family  ;  his  sons  were  John,  Sardius,  Stephen  W\, 
Eliphalet,  Alfred  W.  Stej^hen  W,  was  for  some  years  a  merchant  in  Cly- 
mer, and  was  later  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  founding  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Corry,  Pa.  Alfred  W.,  is  a  farmer  and  cattle-dealer,  resides  in  the 
village.    Sardius  located  in  Harmony  and  was  ])r()minent. 

Otis  I).  Hinckley  has  been  a  resident  of  Clymer  sirjce  1850,  and  has  been 
one  of  the  town's  most  active  and  useful  residents.    He  was  for  a  time  a 
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merchant,  but  has  been  long  and  extensively  employed  as  a  surveyor.  He 
has  been  for  years  almost  continuously  in  office  as  justice  of  the  peace,  has 
been  justice  of  sessions  of  the  county  court,  represented  the  first  assembly 
district  of  the  county  in  the  state  legislature  of  1875,  and  has  served  as  clerk 
of  tlie  board  of  supervisors  with  marked  ability. 

James  D.  Gallup  was  born  in  Sherman,  February  8,  1855,  and  in  i860 
became  a  resident  of  Clymer.  In  1873  he  became  a  member  of  the  mercan- 
tile firm  of  W.  D.  Galhip  &  Son.  After  some  years,  associated  with  his 
younger  brother  L.  K.,  he  purchased  his  father's  interest  in  the  business  and 
founded  the  firm  of  W.  D.  Gallup's  Sons  now  in  trade.  Mr.  Gallup  has  been 
town  clerk  two  years,  was  elected  supervisor  in  1890  and  still  continues  to 
liold  that  olTice. 

William  Emery,  son  of  Gilbert  Emery,  an  early  settler  of  Harmony,  born 
in  Harmony,  April  19,  1840,  has  been  long  an  esteemed  citizen  of  tliis  town. 
He  is  a  farmer  and  lawyer,  and  has  long  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  and  other  positions  of  trust.  Byron  King,  son  of  James  King,  another 
.  son  of  Clymer,  is  one  of  its  substantial  citizens.  ]\Iaurice  Smith,  son  of 
Walker  vSmith,  was  also  born  in  the  town  and  is  a  farmer.  J.  B.  Johnson  is 
also  a  farmer  and  lumberman.  Other  residents  of  the  town  during  its  his- 
tory, who  have  been  of  local  importance,  are  Hon.  Silas  Terry,  Artemas  Ross, 
Esq.,  James  Wiltsie,  Daniel  Hurlbut,  John  B.  Knowlton,  H.  E.  Brownell, 
Jesse  Brown,  W.  D.  Gallup,  Otis  D.  Hinckley,  Ira  P.,  Wm.  B.  and  Charles 
S.  Gleason,  Stephen  W.  Steward,  Charles  Brightnian,  Hartson  S.  Aver.  Our 
list  by  no  means  exhausts  the  list  of  the  town's  bright  men.  The  Cleve- 
lands,  Rices,  ]>rockways  and  others  we  have  already  noticed,  and  John  Bid- 
well,  who  has  headed  the  national  ticket  of  the  Prohibition  party,  is  credited 
with  being  a  native  of  the  town.  Few  small  rural  towns  show  such  a  per- 
centage of  men  of  ability. 

The  religious  denominations  are  well  represented  with  six  churches: 
Methodist  Episcopal^  Rev.  W.  H.  Fenton,  pastor ;  Baptist^  Rev.  Emery  Dar- 
ling, pastor  ;  U)iitcd  Bret/nr/i ;  and  three  Dutch  TvV/tT;//^^ churches,  of  whom 
Rev's.  Henry  Hospers,  P.  G.  M.  Bahler,  and  Mr.  Einink  are  pastors.  A 
good  interest  has  been  manifested  in  education,  and,  besides  the  district 
schools,  a  fnie  union  school  of  three  departments  under  charge  of  Prof.  John 
Niles  Gillies  is  conducted  at  Clymer  village.  This  is  the  home  of  C.  C. 
Plill,  the  popular  and  efficient  school  commissioner  of  the  first  district  of  the 
county,  which  embraces  the  towns  of  Busti,  Chautauqua,  Clymer,  French 
Creek,  Harmony,  Mina  and  Sherman.  ]\Ir.  Hill  is  a  native  of  Clymer  and 
is  now  in  his  fourth  year  of  service  as  commissioner. 

Young  carefully  gathered  facts  concerning  the  early  mills.  He  says  in 
1875:    ''The  first  sawmill  was  built  by  Peter  Jaquins  in  1825;  he  added 
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a  gristinill  the  next  year.  Eight  years  after  both  were  burned.  A  new 
sawmill  was  built,  and  eight  years  thereafter  that  was  burned  ;  and  Mr. 
Jaquins  again  built  one,  which  he  subsequently  sold  to  Porter  Damon  and 
John  Williams,  who  also  built  a  gristmill.  Williams  sold  his  interest  to 
Damon.  The  mill  passed  to  his  sons,  Loren  and  Andrew.  The  latter  sold 
to  Hartson  S.  Ayer  &  Bro.,  and  the  sawmill  was  sold  to  Hall  iS:  Shepard. 
Hall  sold  to  Welch,  and  Shepard  &  Welch  are  erecting  a  large  3-story  plan- 
ing and  shinglcmill.  William  Rice  built  a  gristmill  below  the  village,  on 
the  west  branch  of  the  Broken-Straw,  and  sold  it  to  Judson  Hurlbut,  who 
built  a  sawmill.  Mills  are  now  owned  by  Byron  J.  Hurlbut  at  the  same 
place.  Daniel  Hurlbut  built  a  sawuiill  on  Big  Broken-Straw,  on  lot, 50,  a 
mile  below  the  Shepard  ^  Welch  mill.  John  V>,  Knowlton  now  owns  the 
mill,  with  machinery  for  planing,  turning,  and  the  manufacture  of  agricul- 
tural im}'>lcments.  Thomas  Card  built  a  sawmill  on  lot  20,  where  he  still 
owns  a  mill.  James  Upton  built  a  sawmill  on  lot  45  ;  the  dam  is  built  of 
stone  from  a  large  quarry  near  the  mill.  B!  Parker  early  built  a  mill  on  lot 
9.  A  mill  on  the  same  site  is  now  owned  by  Christopher  Whitford.  A  steam 
sawmill  was  built  by  Shepard  &  Havens,  at  Clymer  station,  and  is  now 
owned  by  William  Havens.  A  steam  mill  hks  also  been  recently  built  near 
the  center  of  the  town,  by  Charles  Maxwell  and  Joshua  Hatton.'' 

Byron  J.  Hurlbut  and  L.  W.  Putnam  ,now  operate  gristmills,  H.  F. 
Durand  and  F.  A  Burnham  sawmills,  and  Aaron  Parker  a  planing  and  cider- 
mill.  Mr.  Hurlbut  is  a  native  of  the  town,  and  has  done  good  service  for 
some  years  as  member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Durand  is  a  native  of  West- 
field,  son  of  Carlisle  Durand,  long  a  highly  esteemed  citizen  of  that  town. 

Clymer  village  and  station  are  practically  one  place,  and  is  a  thriving 
place  of  trade.  Here  are  the  general  slores  of  John  A.  Slotboom  Son, 
Kooman  &  Son,  John  G.  Wiggins  and  B.  W.  Warnshuis  ;  W.  D.  Gallup's 
Sons,  hardware  store  ;  the  drug  store  of  L.  P.  McCray  <^  Co.;  the  creameries 
of  F.  W.  Edmunds  and  H.  C.  Card  ;  a  hotel  and  the  various  shops  and 
industries  of  a  prospering  village.  E.  P.  Mackres,  the  harnessmaker,  is  post- 
master. 

The  first  physician  was  Dr.  Roswell  F.  Van  Buren,  who  was  in  practice 
from  1826  to  1836,  when  he  moved  to  Carroll.  Dr.  S.  G.  Peck  settled  early 
on  lot  6,  and  practiced  many  years.  Dr.  Harvey  A.  Phinncy  succeeded  to 
Dr.  Van  Buren's  practice,  and  continued  a  physician  until  his  death  in  the 
fifties.  Later  were  Drs.  George  R.  Spratt,  J.  M.  McWharf,  Artemas  Ross, 
and  others. 

SUFKKVISORS. — 1821,  Aiule  Nobles;  1822-23,  John  Heath;  1.S24-25-26-27,  Gardner  Cleve- 
land ;  182H,  A.  vS.  I'nderwood  ;  1829,  Alex.  Wilson,  Jr.  ;  .1830,  John  Heath  ;  1831-32-33-34,  Wil- 
liam Rice;  1835,  li'arvey  A,  Phinney ;  1836-37-38-39,  William  Rice;  1840,  Ira  K  Gleason ; 
1841-42,  William  Rice;   1843-44,  Moses  Randall;   1845,  William  Rice;  1846-47,  Samuel  Bly  ; 
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184S,  Lyman  Brown  ;  1849-50,  Charles  liri^^htman  ;  1851-52-53-54-55,  Stephen  \V.  Steward  ; 
I Jesse  Brow  ti  ;  1857,  Stei>hen  W.  Steward  ;  1858-59,  Charles  Brightman  ;  1060,  Hercules 
Rice;  1861,  I,.  S.  Terry  ;  1862-63,  Hartson  S.  Ayer  ;  186^-65-66-67,  Josluvi  Halton  ;  1868-69-70, 
Hartson  vS.  Ay<  r  ;  1871-72,  Jesse  Brown  ;  TS73-74,  Otis  J.  Green  ;  1S75,  Jesse  Brown  ;  1876-77-78, 
O.  D.  Hinckley;  1S79-S0-81-82,  T.awyer  S.  Terry;  1883-84-85-86-87-88-89,  John  A.  Slotboom  ; 
1890-91-92-93-94,  James  D.  Gallup. 


FRENCH  CREEK. 

CHAPTER  LXXXV. 

jr^RENCH  CREEK*  was  formed  from  CI ymer,  April  23,  1829.  ^^^^^ 
j  ^  its  name  from  the  stream  watering  the  town,  which  was  early  nsed 
i  by  tlie  French  in  their  military  expeditions,  and  contains  21,832  acres, 
with  an  assessed  Yalnation  of  real  and  personal  property  in  1893  of  $309,975, 
and  total  taxes  of  $4,162.36.  Its  snrface  is  hilly,  broken  by  the  Yalleys  of 
French  creek  and  its  tributaries.  The  main  stream  enters  the  town  on  the 
north  line,  011  lot  24,  al)ont  2  miles  from  the  northeast  corner,  and  running 
in  a  southwesterly  direction,  leaves  the  town  and  state  on  lot  58,  about  1}^ 
miles  north  of  the  southwest  corner.  This  stream,  in  its  zigzag  course,  is  a 
great  annosance  to  the  inhabitants,  on  account  of  the  height  to  which  the 
water  rises  in  times  of  freshets.  The  town  is  cut  by  its  Yalle\'s  into  three 
ridges  ;  two  runuing  nearly  east  and  west,  se]x\rated  by  the  IJeaver  Meadow 
\'alle}-  ;  the  oth.er  running  north  and  south,  and  separated  from  the  former 
by  the  valle\'  of  I'rencli  creek.  These  ridges  rise  in  some  places  250  feet. 
Most  of  their  sides  is  tillable,  and  well  adapted  to  grazing  ;  but  some  ])laces 
are  steep.  The  soil  x-aries  from  a  heavy  cla\'  to  a  gravelly  loan)  ;  there  are 
small  deposits  of  muck  along  the  creek.  The  hill  tops  are  generally  wet, 
being  underlaid  by  stiff,  hard  cla\',  impregnated  with  oxide  of  iron. 

The  iM-ench  creek  Oat  varies  in  width  from  a  pass  but  little  wider  than 
tlie  bed  of  the  stre:im  to  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  is  about  3  miles 
long.  The  bea\'er  uic  adow  Hat  is  so  called  from  the  appearance  of  its  having 
been  occupied  by  beavers.  The  meadow  was  covered  In-  alders.  There  are 
many  pine  a.nd  balsam  of  fir  trees  along  tlie  edges,  and  on  wliat  v.'ere  inlands 
at  the  time  it  was  occupied  l)y  the  beavers.  In  the  south  part  of  the  town  is 
another  beaver  meadow,  a  sjuall  one, — on  lot  9,  the  dam  of  which  is  cpiite 
perfect.  Tlie  water  from  this  meadow  flows  into  Hare  creek,  wiiieh  takes  a 
.southerly  course.    There  was  a  third  beaver  meadow  on  the  west  branch  of 
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the  creek,  on  lot  47.  Tliis  town  is  adapted  to  dairyin;^.  Its  cool  iiio^lits  and 
heavy  dews  keep  the  grass  in  better  condition  than  the  drier  climate  of  the 
lake  shore,  though  many  fruits  can  not*be  raised  on  account  of  frost.  The 
representative  agriculturist  is  H.  R.  Case,  who,  "in  addition  to  lumbering,  is 
largely  interested  in  dairying,  and  owns  a  large  creamery,  a  stock  farm  of 
900  acres,  a  store  and  a  sawmill."  Near  the  soulliwest  corner  is  a  circular 
cranberry  bog,  which  was  given  the  name  of  I^ossum."  Indications  of 
petroleum  occur  on  lot  21.  The  population  in  1835  was  553  ;  in  1845,  647  ; 
in  1865,  901  ;  in  1875,  1,045  >  1880,  1,039;  i<'^92,  1,033.  I^'rench  Creek 
furnished  51  soldiers  for  the  union  army  in  the  war  of  186 1-5. 

The  first  town-nieeting  was  held  in  March,  1830,  at  the  house  of  William 
Hooker.  These  officers  were  elected  :  supervisor,  Alexander  Wilson  ;  town 
clerk,  Isaiah  (jolding  ;  assessors,  John  (jotham,  Nathaniel  Thompsi)n,  Silar, 
W.  Hatfield  ;  collector,  William  Thompson  ;  overseers  of  poor,  Paul  Colburn, 
Augustus  Bolles  ;  com'rs  of  highways.  Parley  I>loss,  John  (iolham,  Royal 
Herrick  ;  com'rs  of  schools,  William  Hooker,. vS.  O.  Colburn,  P^Ii  Pelknap; 
inspectors  of  schools,  1).  H.  Peck,  A.  Noble,  Pvphraim  Dean  ;  constables, 
William  Tho^npson,  George  Adams;  justice,  P4:)hriam  Dean. 

The  first  settlers  came  from  Oswego,  Essex  and  Oneida  counties  during 
the  war  of  1812.  Andy  Nobles  is  said  by  some  to  have  been  here  in  181 1. 
He  located  on  lot  44.  John  Cleveland  wTiS  on  lot  31  in  181 2,  Roswell  Coe  on 
lot  39.  Nathaniel  Tliompson  on  lot  9  in  1813;  Anion  Beebe  and  Gardner 
Cleveland  j)robably  settled  the  same  year.  Young  says  that  the  first  school 
was  taught  by  Polly  Forbes  in  181 7.  Cuild  says  it  was  tauglit  ])y  a  Chitsey 
in  1 818.  Child  says  the  first  death  was  that  of  a  son  of  Nathaniel  Thomp- 
son, drowned  in  French  creek."  Young  gi\'es  the  first  death  as  that  of  a 
cliild  of  J.  Inglesby  in  1818.  The  first  tavern  was  kept  by  William  Graves, 
who  built  the  first  gristmill,  both  in  1822,  and  the  first  store  was  kept  in  one 
end  of  the  gristmill  by  John  Dodge."  Parley  lUoss  located  on  lot  46  in  1815. 
He  was  t]ie  first  highway  commissioner,  and  did  surveying  with  a  pocket 
compass  and  used  a  rope  as  a  surveyor's  chain.  He  had  10  children  ;  his 
sons  were  Aden,  Parley,  William,  Reuben,  Calvin,  Richard,  Penjamin.  He 
died  in  1832  aged  75.  His  son  William  was  a  noted  hunter;  one  winter 
before  January  1  he  had  sh(>t  49  deer  with  his  father's  open-sight  fiint-lock 
rifie.  Man\-  wonderful  authenticated  tales  are  told  of  his  adventures  and 
exj)loils  in  cutting  wood  and  other  labors.  In  1870,  when  (x)  years  old,  in 
one  dav  he  walked  a  mile  and  cut  down  the  trees  for,  and  cut  into  22-inch 
lengths,  3'  >  cords  of  wood.  This  whole  family  were  energetic  workers  and 
did  much  to  clear  up  the  lands  of  the  town.  Gardiner  Case,  a  soldier  of  1812, 
some  years  after  that  war,  came  to  FVench  Creek  and  was  a  permanent  set- 
tler. Hon.  Henry  R.  Case  is  his  .son.  Silas  Terry  settled,  probably  in  1820, 
on  lot  2  wl'.ere  lie  bought  in  i**2i,  coming  from  Harmony  where  he  settled 
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in  1816  and  later  married  Polly  Powers.  He  resided  in  French  Creek  until 
1855.  He  was  one  of  the  most  important  men  of  the  new  town,  was 
justice  for  16  years,  and  was  collector  of  Clymer  in  1821,  which  then 
included  Sherman,  French  Creek  and  Miua.  Tlie  tax  collected  that  year 
in  this  town  was  about  $800.  He  was  also  collector  four  years  later.  He 
was  supervisor  of  French  Creek  in  1844-5-8,  and  in  1849  member  of  assem- 
bly. Of  his  nine  children  Seward  W.  was  captain  of  Co.  G.  49th  N. 
Y.  Vols,  in  the  civil  war,  and  was  killed  at  Spottsylvania  ;  Cassius  I\L 
became  a  Congregational  clergyman ;  Mary  R.  married  Hon.  Walter  L. 
vSessions ;  Lawyer  S.  who  made  his  home  in  French  Creek.  Nehemiah 
Royce  settled  on  lot  19  in  1825.  ^'^^  '^^'^^  supervisor  seven  years.  In  7894 
he  had  been  for  58  years  subscriber  to  the  Fredonia  Ccfisor^  the  oldest  one 
on  the  list.  Almond  Stephen  Park,  son  of  Elijah  Park,  was  born  December 
22,  1814,  in  Granville,  Washington  comity.  In  1828  he  came  to  this  county. 
April  27,  1834,  he  married  Rhoda  Ann  Baker  and  settled  in  F'rench  Creek 
in  1836.  Their  children  are  }£lenor  l^liza,  Lyman  Joseph,  George  Andrew, 
Lewis  Henry,  Siirali  Jane  and  Laura  Ann.  Mr.  Park  re])resented  his  town 
on  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  year  1863.  This  was  an  especially 
responsible  office  during  the  war  period.  Lewis  H.  Park  was  born  March  2, 
1843.  married  Mary  M.  Myers,  November  14,  1869.    Mrs.  Park  is  of 

German  descent.  Tlieii'  son,  Andrew  Stephen  Park,  was  born  IMarch  4, 
1892.  Lewis  H.  Park  and  his  brother  George  A.  are  enterprising  farmers  in 
French  Creek,  and  reside  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town.  The  Durfee 
family  also  settled  in  the  same  section.  A.  M.  Durfee,  a  farmer,  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  family. 

Rkltgious  History. — P'rench  Creek  was  included  in  1816  in  the  parochial 
charge  of  Rev.  Karl  Wilhelm,  (Charles  William)  Colson,  an  early  Lutheran 
missionary  to  the  scattered  Germans  in  Ohio,  northwestern  Pennsylvania  and 
adjacent  localities.  The  early  log  cabins  on  French  creek  no  doubt  reverb- 
erated to  his  eloquence  beiore  the  visits  of  the  clergy  who  organized  churches. 
Ik-  was  gvandfalliL-r  of  Mrs.  Nathan  1'rown  of  Jamestown.  The  first  religious 
serx  iees  to  forn:  a  e!nircli  weie  held  in  iSiS  on  lot  .f^,  at  the  liouse  of  Alan- 
S(ai  Root  by  l^hler  Ashf(;r{l,  wlio,  in  organized  a  Papti.sl  church  in  a 

log  schoolhouse  (Ml  lot  Auioiig  the  first  members  were  N athatiitd  and 

William  Thom])>on,  William  Adams,  A.  M.  Miggins,  the  wives  of  all  ofthese, 
Roswell  Coc,  Anion  ]^ee])e.  This  cliurch  iiad  a  brief  existence,  most  of  the 
nieiiil^ers  vcnio\'iiig  from,  the  t<j\N'i!.  Several  subseijueiit  abortive  attem|)ts  to 
keej)  up  a  P)a])tist  churcli  were  made.  .7  MrtJiodist  Episcopal  Clntrch  w.A'r^ 
organized  in.  the  iiortiiwe.st  part  in  1830  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Hallock  and  Rev.  J. 
Chandler.  The  menil)ers  were  Isaiah  and  Betsey  Golding,  and  William  and 
Amy  Adams.  Moses  Olds  and  wife*  and  a  Mrs.  Powlcs  were  early  members. 
The  society  built  a  finecoutitry  ehureh  costing  ,^2,000 on  lot  46  in  iv^58,  which 
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was  completed,  painted  and  carpeted  in  1867.  This  society  received  50  acres 
of  "  gospel  land"  from  the  Holland  Land  Compny.  It  was  on  lot  30,  and 
was  sold  by  order  of  the  county  court,  and  the  money  used  in  building  the 
church.  A  Chrisfiau  Churchy  in  which  the  ceremony  of  washing  feet  was 
literally  carried  out,  was  formed  in  1834,  with  a  membership  of  24,  among 
them  Benjamin  and  Calvin  Bloss. 

Surp:RViS0RS.  — 1830-31-32,  Alexander  Willsoii,  Jr.  ;  1833,  Nathaniel  Thompson;  1834-35- 
36-37,  Ira  F.  Gleason  ;  1838,  Daniel  Hooker;  1839-40-41-42,  I'hilo  S.  Hawley  ;  1843,  David  L. 
Gleason  ;  1844-45;  Silas  Terry  ;  1846-47,  Neheniiah  Roycc  ;  1848,  vSilas  Terry;  1S49,  Nchemiali 
Royce  ;  1850,  Thomas  D.  Jones ;  1851,  Nehemiah  Royce ;  1852,  Philo  vS,  Ha^vley  ;  1^53-54-55 
Nehemiah  Royce  ;  1856,  John  Sliler  ;  1H57,  Marvin  Hooker  ;  1858,  Stephen  W.  Steward  ;  1S59-60, 
Ilihbard  \V.  Fenton  ;  1861-62,  Reuben  J.  IJeach  ;  1H63,  Almond  vS.  Park  -  1864-65,  Lawyer  S. 
Terry  ;  1866-67,  Dana  P.  Horton.  ;  1868-69,  James  A.  Merry  ;  1870,  Dexter  M.  Hni)go(xl  ;  1871-7  ;, 
llenry  R.  Case  ;  1873,  John  Jones  ;  1874,  H.  II.  Parsons  ;  1875,  John  Jones  ;  1876-77,  Reuben  J. 
Beach;  1878,  Orson  Allis  ;  1879,  Nehemiah  Royce;  1880-81-82,  Henry  R.  Case;  1883,  Orson 
Allis;  1884-85,  Edward  Jaquins ;  1886-87-8.8,  Henry  R.  Case;  1889,  James  Rhoades ;  1S90-91, 
George  I.  Hapgood ;  1892-93,  Henry  R.  Jones;  1894,  Henry  R.  Case. 
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